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Name Yr. of Grad. Occupation Place of Death Date of Death 

Patten, William 1754 Minister HalifaxIRoxbury, MA 16 Jan. 1775 
Records: No inventory. 

Thayer, Ezra 1754 Minister Ware, MA 11 Feb. 1775 
Records: No inventory. 

The above research is just a start in the comparative inventory process. 
Professional opinions vary as to the best method of approaching a comparative inventory 
study. Some practitioners suggest examining a period of twenty years and pulling a 
sample of ten to forty inventories from which to extrapolate information. Another 
approach is to choose the most significant five-year period of the house's history and 
examine every pertinent inventory for that period. Once the inventories are located, one 
can read through the inventories to know what furnishings were typical of the period. A 
more scientific approach is to quantify the numbers of different furnishings in the 
inventory to understand what was typical. In either case, the result of the analysis is a 
composite, "idealized" inventory with which to furnish the house. 

In order to continue this research, the analytical approach needs to be refined and 
additional peers for John Adams must be identified, and their inventories located and 
analyzed. 
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