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Tiii~ HISTORY Or"' FOHTRS3S ROSECRANS 

I 
Chapter I 

I Fortrtl:s!l Rosecrc.ns Takes Shape 

I Follo~ing the ba~tle of Stones River; General Eraxton 

-:r:nzz's Confederate .'l.r:;w of Tennessee evacuated Hurfreesb:)ro, 

I Tennessea. Brag~ W~8 SllCCe3sful in his efforts to steal a march 

I 
on the Fede~als. Covered b,y his hard-riding cavalry. Bragg 

retired to 'i'ulb.homa, Tenn~ssee. The advance contingents of !·!ajor 

I General ~iillt~n S. F..osecrans 1 Arwy of the Cum'cerland entered 
-· 

I 
t'.m.·.r:..~~esboro: tm .January .5. 106J, the day a~ter Bragg had departed. 

E..""<ccpt for a haU-hea~ted pu.::-3ui t by the Union c:.walr-J, Rosecrans' 

~I battered ax-my In.?.de no at tempt to follow the Confederates. 

Tho days im1nedia liJly follotJinC the occupation of 

I ·Hurfreesboro w~re busy one~ for the Federals. r<osecrans put his 

troops -t.o .,.;or!<: converting the area into a great military base. 

I 
.. 

I 'r 
-. 

a f'Enr days • construe tion c:::ews had back in opora tion the section 
; 

of the :~ashvlll<~ und Chattanoot;~ aallroad which linked :iurfre•3sooro 

I -with t~ashvilla. To protoct the "fib.l railroad bridge and the 
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ne:arcy span Hhll!h carried tho ~:ashv.\lle pike across Stones Rivor, 
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I 
tl 
I lWsecrans ordered the area fortified. Erigadl;3r General James s • 

.1-f.orton, Ro aec:L"ans 1 chiei' engineer, was put in charge of the 

I project. The officers in charea of tha various units of the Arrrry 

I 
of the Cumberland ~hich uers camped in and around l·iU"t'freasl::oro 

wou~d be culled on cai~y for large fatigue details. TI1eee 

I detachments would report to MOrton' 3 assletants for work on the 

fortifications. 

I 
I 
I 

•• 
1-
I 

As soon as General :t-!orton had laid out tha fort, erour~ 

1-1as 1Jroken. Work progressed rnpldl,;.:-. On February 22, Gener-al 

F.o~ccr.ans wrote Chief o.f Staff llenr'J :v. Halleck that tho 

fortii'icat.i.0::1S 1r1ere rapidly t.:J.king shape. RosecrA.mt pointed out 

that the :·fttrfr~esbo~·o Harks :.;ould serve a tt-;o-fold purposPJ. \'hen 

his G.rmy pushed on to"zard Ch~t b.l\COf..:l 1 these earthworkR -=:wuld be 

C.~l"..fed.:-t·ates r•3CCV'ol·ed tho initin:t:J.,·o, they ;.Jould provide the 1-.r'JTY 

1 
of the C'J.nf:-erlnnd ~rl.th.a .;::tr·:mg f")int to fall baclt \.1.po~l • 

. Five cb,ye l.!2te~·, Rosecrans ag.uin cont.scted Halleck 1.n 

I referen~a to the ~:.uri'reesl:oro fortil'icationa. He repol'ted that. 

I 
I 
I 

al 
I 

they wera 111<1ell adv:mc~~d 11 • 'fhe general oxpre~wed the opinion th~t. 

when cotT:.:.)let<;!d, a brie;:n.d3 r.osted in tho fort v:ould ''be a1::ole to 

cover the depots ar.d brids.:m against a division or two". 2 

Apparently, th~ ~orl:s were r;:;.t. ~·.{3 clostJ to beinr; ri:ni~hed as 
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Rose~ans had believed. :.rnen tilo general telegraphed Halleck on 

March 22, he observed, "Our depots and defenses aro betng pushed 

forHa-rd here tdth almost 4,000 men daily at work." J 

Shortly thereafter, t.h~ i'0rt :-la.s p::-onounced to be in a 

de.!.'ensible ccndit1on. On the 28th, .Rosecrar • .s request~d Halleck to 

ser.!Cl hlrn sever~l comp<mies of regular artlllerists. He wanted to 

. us~ the ret-u.ia1"~ to Jntm th.~ haavy guns which were being placed in 

the "strong 11 works at Nushvillo and Hur.freesoorc. 4 Halleck 

apparentzy :1.gnored Rosecrans 1 rsquest fo1• the art iller lsts, bee au se 

no regular units w-ere sent to the Ar,~· of ths Curnberl.?.rrl at this 

time. 

The lln<J ::J.C rifle plts bUarding the .!l.pproaches to the 

bridges and the magazb1es wa3 at~ut 14,600 feet in lencth. Stones 

.River divid<~d the fort into t·,lo 1.:.nequal parts. :2oth the Nashville 

aoo Chatt;\noOg."l. nailroad and tho l·b.shvllle pika passeu thr-ough the 

fcrtr~ss. To .facilitate the :aovement o:f supplie~ ln ar.<l out of 

Sbnltr'.{) and one b~ttej:y (Cruft) were located on tho left b.:mk of 

thtl r:vor .. Rosdoubt .Sc:i~o..f.!.~ld >i\ls loc:2hd b-.?hind and in ~upr..ort of 

these t!lre-e str.r~m~ polnt·J. Seven lur:ettes (Palrr:e.:-. Thomas, HcCook, 

Crit~-sndent Grar.gcn·, P.ou!ls.:nu, ::trtd Reynold~) cmC!. one batte.r.r 

CU.tcho11) wc-,re tho 3trong points located .:-tlong the fortified line 
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I 
Jl 
I east of the river. 'r'.;;o of thaso (Lur,E.:ttes Palmer and Thomas) \orere 

z,juth of cytle Creek. within t.hd pe:d.lcH:~ter 'frere three redoubts 

I (Brannan, T, J. ':Icon, .and Johnson). In <ldditlon, there were three 

outlyin~ 'horks. 

I 
Demi-I!lnette Davl:J and Demi-Lllnette Garfield were .., 

located on t~e hig!-1 ~round sc;Jth o~.' ~ytle Crcai-:, com.:n.ar.din~ the 

I fl•ankU.n road. Redan Van Cl.:;ve coverf:'.-d the approaches to the 

Nashville ford from the east. At var:..ous strategic points on the 

I approaches to ths .fort., trees we:!"e felled and an abatis .for:1ed, 

I 
The magazine, 

on the east side or· t.ho river; the corlf.Tllssary depots on t.h+3 west 

orCI:.11;;fH.!C 1 

I 

•• 
I 

s.i.de • 5 

containin~ about 200 acres,. 'r!1if! lare~ work w::ts 11 com;,o3ed of a 

series oi'' bnst.ion i'r-.)r;t:;, :.di.h small, it·~aT.tlar 'b9.s~io!:s a!".d 

broken curtain~~. (Erig~dl~r 

I General Zealous B. Tot-1~r :· de~cribcd the fortrgss: 

I 
I 
I 
I 

tl 
I 

• • • 1:1. '3 c-on:;i~lt!.nG o.t lunettes connected 
'0-J lncient~d liP.eB, h.winc; in tLe interior .tc.H.n· 
:!'ectan:;nlar red·Ollbt!J t and one lun~t te as kee!.)S 
tQ the position. In l~r1:t:l pc:c!":l:mcnt w::.L·~r:;, 
"tlith hi[-;h sc::r•.~ps, t:1e ditches .::tt•a s-..;et?t 'bJ 
~uns in th~ flan:-:.::, bt=.:c;;.u::;u th(-o ci.ep!'"~s::Ji::.n of 
the guns pnwents tr1e c:.·.nil3ter-b::!l1s .from 
r:i.sing :1bovo the t·.;:·:;.~,)pd.. In .fl<!ld forts, 
'-Nith di.Lci';<JS only ;~.i.x feet clc;;p ar«l J.ont?; 
C1irta.ins, O:?I)()r;l-1;...) fbnk:; C.:J.nr.ot .fir-a in the 
s.;Hr.e m:.mner as in .i-'~1·nnn0nt \,'orks :ri thou t. ri~k 
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I 
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to the defenders; but by breaking tho curtain 
line the ditches Are Si.W pt cy close !!fl.l3ketry. 
'Ihis is the m.:il".ner of f'lan..~inz the ditches of 
Fortress R-:>eoc:-ans. Its line9 give po·..;erful 
cross fires, ,,nd direct firea, b;:,th of 
a:-tillcry ar:d ini'::t!lt.ry, on G.ll th~ approaches. 
Placed on tr~s crests of the elevation!!, they 
r.ot Otll:J c•nn::::;tr.d the dist:mt count~:r, tu t 
effectllally s·..Jee.:) the eent.le slopes \;ithin 
c:ani.st.er-rar.ge. 

Tower placed hLr.solf on record as reporting th3t if the 

l!ort.ress were "pl·opet·ly garrisoned and "'ell defended", :\.t could 

t b t ' t l-v1' • 1'n' --: t 1 t. d ...1 ·:".10 e £~..Ken excap "" s:tcgc. .-, par ape s ~Jere e _eva c an ... 

~~evatted l.:ith fa-seines. To protect thoe defe:r.ders ae;ainst 

r.:.~icochet fire", <! number of traver;Jes were throwll up. The heavy 

) lordnonce was !"ired thr,o';gh "'"braa,.res which <Jere protecte<l h'J 

lgabion~. 1\;o of the lm:,et.tes (Thom .. J.s and HcCooK) and the four 

' intc:c·lor redoubt,~ (Br.snn:rn, T, J. ~•bed, .!ohns~n, and Schofield) 

lhad large bloc!<:-h:)U.93S, b:t:U~t ln the .fcr:n of "l. cr~~s; The 

m.igazinos, e.:cceot in Er:-Hman 1\(;d01ihC., :.J~re sn~l.l; th:;~t in P.attery 

~-~tchell lfl<."l.~ ~m~j•?ct to flood.l.r..g. Co1~Sf1quontly, durit:g the 11titt 

lseason, i.l:. 'wla~ usclo~::;. F\u·thernore, the ditches t'.rontl.ng t.h~ 

fc-.;ur rednubt~ \'lash.;d bc:.dly d;Jrir'{~ p2.:riori:3 of rrolongo;d rain. 

I 
iu Ju11~, thc~e i'.-;r~if'ic'ltions gua:::-din:~ th<) St.:mos H.iv~lr bridges 

lnd th9 1·1c.t:fre")si;or~ ;n~t:azincs u.1re de::;l.gnatnd For-tress Ronecrans. 

I 
II 
~I 

~ 

; .: 

, 

l-: ' ,· :.i 
I •. 

· .. 

,. 
·'o. 

. ' 

... t 

• 
; :: 

. .... 
I 

:("' 
i•-: .. ' 



I 

I On June 12, Rosecrans repo.t'tod that the i'ortresa was garrisoned by 

2,)94 light duty convalescents. 7 

Ly the beginning of the fourth week ln June, preparations 

had been cor.1pleted and the Arn~; of the CtL."llberl.::.~;d -waa ready to 

take the field. Goaded on l:r Halleck, Ros~Cr<!ns planned to drive 

I the Confeder:d:.es out of l·:i.ddle Ter..ne:Jsee and eaptura Chattanooga. 

\ 

~ BCror• 

I order 

le:rt~.ng }:Uri'reesboro, Rosecrans {on the 23d) issued an 

directing Brigadier G\3naral
1 

H.:>I atio P. Van Cleve to take 

(At I charge of F·.:Jrtres::J Rosecrans on the dep!ll1 tura of th~ m~.:cy. 

this time. Van Cleve led a division in :/;Iajor Gene:t:al Thomas J. 

, I Cl·lttcnden ~ s ~.I A:r£rry Corps.) 1\o.secrans -.,.nnt~>d Van Cl>:!Vu to 

a deploy his troops SQ a.'3 to prot~ct i·:urfreesboro. He would see 

r; I that all publ~lc prvparty W<l.'l re.m::rvad to withi.."l the .fortifications. 
~ I All th$ uar;cn:J belonging to the anppJ.y and baggage tl~nins weJ:a to 

ba 'br~!.\ght inslclr:; th·e i'ortres.=; and parked n0c:r StOjlCS P..tver. Van 

IClcve would ~~~-o bo r~::;p-:m~i1:,le fo'l.' the ;.:ur.t'reesboro r.u.lltary 
. 8 

hospitals ar.c.l the ~onV:ila~cent ca:r.po 
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THE HISTORY OF FOR7RESS ROSSC.RANS 

Notes Chapter I 

Fortr0ss Rossorans Takes Shape 

I m:. 1)~ llni.?..D. z.ro L.'1;!1f'·J.d:1t".<;.t.~ ~...:!. 

81. (Cited hereaftor as o. R.) 

Serie3 I~ Vol. XXIII, pt. II, 

I 2 .l.Qid., 90. 

J llU.d., 1)4. 

14 lliid·' 182. 

I? 2· E,., Se~ies I, Vol. x_u:rr. pt. II, IJ-2). 

J;tii~. 4'·? 8 '"1', • 
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THE HisTO:lY 0}' FO:~T.HES3 OOSECR:\N$ 

I Chapter II 

Defendors of Fortro~w Ibsecr.:<.ns Change with the Shifting Tides 

of' th.c ·Jar 

I 
In the days :follo·rl"ing its departure from Hurfroesboro, 

te Army of the Cu.w.l;cr land forged :capldl;r ~head." On June Z7; , 

Rosecran~ issued inG:.r-\lct\..on;3 for- Van Cleve to hold his divi.:don 

la.::.;:'\y to !!'..OV.;> at a :no)~:lent 's n:Jtic+'~. A.s yet, Rosecronn contim.\ed, 

le hnd not mad~ t!.? his rd:.-..:1 "t•rethcr. Van Cle·N would rejoin 

~itt~nden's co::.·~s t:hich ·o<~a.s Em rc1.lte to Hr..nch!3ster, or ~u.p,{,JOrt 

.j<.>l' GcnerJ.l G·ord)n Gr.:.~~~cr Is n8So3r·:e Corps 

Chrin t.l;;z-.a. 1 

I It •.!as J1lly 5 "t:o.fore V c:.n Glcve 1 .s di vislon l~.ft 

r.l::'fl'E;(l8b')l'O. Pri,;r to thc~r ciepartul'<a, Van Cleva Is troops ... .,re 

x•clieved of t:'1t) r~o.1'3p-:nl~lbll:.\.ty .for th·~ defense ?1' F{)r·tr~s::; 

I · B · · · a , · · ·> , 1 1 ·r · 1 --· ' b 1 d 2 .ot.~ecrMs rty · r~;;:1a ~.c·:l' e:.""!•:ra_ ·~-L .... an • ~ aro. a r ga ·a. 

Wl t.hin ~ short ti.:.c, ;,.{<.U'd 1 3 br i£;-:tde wa:.~ tr.::tr.sfGrr<::d to .k~vergne 

lnd Sric;adlGr Gencr.:d. J:l:i~cs D. Horg:m' s division moved into 

rfree.;;b')ro. A detach::0nt frorr. :-:.Ux·g::m's cum.:1.:md W~S d·~ta11·"3d to 

glll"rloon r~ortross I!o,:;ecr.:J.ns. U!<oJ :.t:;~.rd's l."Tigadc, ~1.nrg<1n 1 ;3 

I 
1 

•· 
( 
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I 

d.ivioion was attached to Granger's Re::~~rve Corps. 3 I 
Horgan's division did not remain at Fortress Rosecrans 

I very lone. At the end of the third t.zeek ln l.ugust. Horgan's 

cllvislcn <Ja!3 s€mt to C.olumbia. Tennessee. ~{organ 1 s tl·oops had 

I 
,I 
I. 

!; I 
' i: 

~.I 

! 
i. 

I 
I 

I 

be.sn given the task o.r coveri~ the constr•lct:i.on crei·;s · . ..;hich '-fare 

re't•.1ildin6 the z;ashville and Decatur Railroad. Prior to Horgan's 

daparturo from Hurfreesboro, Brigadier Genera.l J.:u:1es B. Steedmm' s 

division of Grd~ger's Reserve Corps took ov~r tho defense of the 

Naehvill~ ar.d Ch<,ttanooga Railroad, This railroad ~er.ted as the 

supply lin'3 foJ.• the ~\rmy. of' the C\Uuberland as it pushed steadily 

toward Chn:ttanooe:;a. For th'~ time being, Steedman established his l. 
headquarto1·~' in !-:u.rfreesboro. 

In J1..aking hi::; disposition for th~J defense of tho vital 

raib·oad, Steatl<nan posted Colo.nel Thor~:1s E. Champion'::> brigade at 

Sstill Springs, Colonel r;/illlam ?. Held's at Shelhyville 1 nnd 

Colonel ,John Co 'burn' 3 .;,t Fo:ctren·s Ros.,cr•Jns. T'.oe ?th :Sattt?ry, 

Ohio Ll.r;,ht Jl:t·abry ·and the 5th Ic,.;a Cavalry ~:erE! also stntioned 

at thD fortreDs. 5 Cha..-:1plo!l' s and Roid 1 s brigades "W6Z'e shlftt:=\d to 

6 . 
f..owan on 3opt~mber 7. FoJ..lo'rlin~ t.he occupnt ion of Chatt::mooga 

lT.f t.he .Ar-.w of tlv~ Cu.rnt~'r J.ar.d on .3eptoJ;o1::er 9, Stee<hn~n W?.s orchred 

to ruoh Ch,uc:;;ion I:;) a Pd ·H~id '8 cr.igad~'S to th-:-. t. point. 7 The 

trar..sfer" of th-:=s~ t• . .;o brigades to the 1'ront .forced Colonel Ct>burn 

2 
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I ,. 
to spread his brlgad:J very th:ln. Besides holding Fortr~3S 

1 
Rosecrans, Coburn's troops nou h!td to guard the railroad betHeen 

1-~i'rccs'l:oro and 1'ullnhoma. T<J discharge his mission,. Coburn 

I transferred his headquarters to 1\1ll:1horna. 8 

At Chlcku;r,auga (on Septe::i'0er 19 and 20), Gcn8ral Eragg • s 

I Confederates attacked x.1d n.,.ested the initiative from the Federals. 

1 
Rosecr".ns' ar:r.<j was driven back into Chattanooga. Pressing forr..Jard, 

tha Rebals quickly invested the city. In an effort to cut offl the 

I Union s-.Jpplles, General Pr~gg sent Hajor General Joseph ·.·1'h(:eler 1 s 

cnvalr',rme11 into ~-addle Tenr:?-s.~ee. Cn Octc'cer j, the Confederate 

I raiders C<lptu:red 1-~clllruw.l.:!.lee 9 'After leaving .Hc;unnvilla, 

1 
Wheeler's c:1l1J..'<m ho.-;ded fc: l':Ul·freescoro. 

, I.""" the lli8ant:1.:r.c, the Haslwille Federals had been warned 

loi' th~ Rebels~ approa..;h. General ~Jard wa.s ordered to hurry to the 

depot <Hl<i t,:;~k€! charg€l c:f th~ advanced contine;ents from ;·!ajor Gener.:11 

~l'mry W. Slo;um' s X!I Corps, \•!:Clich ~las scheduled to p.a~1s through 

(

Nashvtllc·: (In an offort t<) r0lleve Chatt<tnoog:.t, the Unio11 leaders 

d ru~hed t';zo CO""lJ;:; f'rom th"2! Virgini.:l. theatre of operations to the 

to::!t.) :vard. ';.1;.!._. to tak-a ch~rg~ of these troop9, proceed to 

l·iu:t:'freoaboro ond defend th2 tolm. It wa:s nearly 8 a. m. on tha 

lt.h before tho so·,Jth :1;>.)und t!.•oop tr.n.lu '!ITivcd, Boo.rding the train, 

~:::.rei iu~str:!n~. to Hnr.fr.::asl:oro. The tr.11n reachE:d Murfreesboro a 

·.I ... -·~ .. -.• ~ ....... -..... ·--· ·-· ... 
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little after 10 a. I:lo At this time. ·~~'heeler had also advanced 

into the area and was tn.:•r·shaling his c.;,:m.:r.and aouth of the to~m. 

I i1ithout. :l .w.:nent's hesitation, Hard ordered the soldiers off the 

train. The bluoclads quickly manned the defenses of Fortress 

I Rosecrans. Tnl-::.ing cognlzance of the strer.gth o:f Fortress 

1 
Roaecrans, Hhet1ler decided not to attack the rallro.!ld bridge north 

of Murfreesboro e Instead, he unved against. the bridge spanning 

I the Hiddle Fork of Stones River, three miles south of .Hurfreesboro. 

Pressing foi"""•la!'d• the Confederates attacked <.>.nd :forced the 

I surrE:lr.der of the stockade gu.:u-dlng thid bridW3. Arter burning the 
I 

•• I 
bridge nnd tearlng up the trac!<:, the raiders pushed on t<Y«ard 

10 Shelb.:rvllle. 

As soon as the e:r.or6t3l:lcy had pae.sod, General ;-lard 

returned to Nashville. On October 24, l>fajor G<:mer.:'.l George H. 

I T'no~s, t\hO h<1d assumed conunand of the Army of the cw~lberLr.d four 

1 
days before, issued orders :for Colon-?1 Co'l::urn to concentrate hls 

'brizndf' at NLu·fl·~n:::c-oro. (By this time, Coburn 1 s brigade had been 

I detached froi.!l Steeeman 1s division.) Upon reaching l·!ur.froesboro, 

Cobu.n1 1 s troops we:::'e to r~~ieve the units .:>f the XII Cor!is that 

I wera pc::ted th~:t:'eo One of Slocum's dlvisions (EriLa.d:l...er Gene:.-al 

1 
.Al.pheus s. ~.Jillia!tts') 1·H:>uld, in tho futu1·e, be held :.·espon!lible 

for gur .. 'l;"dlng the rJashvtlle .nr,d Chatt:.:mooea P.;\ilroad l:?et-ween "' 

,, ..., 

,, 

.... '; 



I 

ll I 'lurf'reeaeoro .and Bridgeport, Alabcun..'\. 

· hvident.ly • C.:> burn ·,..as in no hurry to carry 01.1 t Thoma~ 1 

I dlrP.cti ve. 

Slccum th;lt 

I tn~ ceu~r:tl 

On ~!ovember J • General ~"iillia~ns infor:n<::d General 

Coburn's brif,c..de l.Ja.s wJ.dely dispe!'sed. The T3d Indi::ma, 

185th Indiana >ms at Duci< Riv~r. the 19th Hi.chig:m r~t HC:,.innville, 
. 12 

and the 22d f/1scons1n at Fortress Ro~ecr~ms. · 

I Hi thin tho next several d:.1ys. Col:urn 1 s brigade ~ms 

r~a~::sign~d to th~ new],y com:;titu.ted Di.:;trict of Nashville. Hajo.t· 

lc~meral tovell H. Roussgau. uas pl.:1ced in charge of the d'Lstl"ict on 

l~bvam'te!" lOa Fortress nos•,cran!J P.nd th3 1·\n•fJ:'e~3bOrQ area ;.rcr~ 

t incluued w.i. t.h.in the ccnanes of aoussoau' s new cmilJ;L:u·.d. RoussP.nu 

.r.u~ t!> cive h:i:o SIJe(.:ial attention to tha p.cott>ction of the r:1ilror"~ls 
( th~ .:....,:.Us·.'.iJ.le and lb.shv llle • th~ ~~t>.shvilla a:c.d i'k!I'thwestern, and 

lr.e Na~i.w:illo ;md Ch •. 'ltt.g,r ... ?oga) which ~.iet·~ located wi.thL"l hi~ 
rstrict~ 

lJ 

Upon ~aldn~ charee of hi~ district, Ro-,tss(;au made certain 

Jn:at Coburn carri6d out his in:>tructi-:>ns. ~\Uhln ·1 sr..ort tLr.·~. 
P..ou~seau >ias abl~ 

It 1-:u!'·frcH::iboro. 

to report th<\ t Co turn 1 s 'trir,ade ·w1s C·)llC€·nt:.."ated 

'fhr~e· non-brigadod l'eg.Lr.onts ( t.he 115th Ohio • 

r 17th JJ. 
, .. 
..;. O:>lorcd Troops, and tho Jlst i-!i.::;coneln), ·and one 

I 
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artillery unl t (thO;) 1st Bat tel':(, Kentucl~ U.ght Artillsry-) we-re 

: I also based a.t Fortr~ss Rosecrans. Detachmants from one of the 

Uu·ee 1nfanb1f rzeiments the 11.5l:.h Ohio were detailed to 

man the st..ock::\~es which ~<~ere located at strategic points along the 

; I railroa1 betHeen Nashvillo and Tullaz-torr.a. Follc:dng the debacle 

at Chickamo.uea, General Van Cleve had been relieved of duty with 

I 
[ 

:·I 
( 

I 
·I 
~ 
I• 
'I 

the J.:r:cy of the Cumberland. v.an Cleve was ordered to 1-hrfroesboro I 

where ha aosurr~d command of the post. 14 

At th~ battle of Chatt~nooga, which was fought on 

~ve:nber 25~ the Union ., Arley Group" cowaancled by Major General 

Ulysoas s. Grant routed Eragg 1 s Ar;·ny of Tennessee. The Con.federC\tes 

fell bad~ to .Dalt:~n. Gccr!;ia, ',Jhere Bragg ask~d to r..o relieved. 

General Joseph E. John.:;ton took olurgo of the Army of 'l'ennessee. 

T'f''!! two op·posing ro•mies then we·:1t into 'h'inte.C" quarters. 

Tl-.ulll<!S, on January 2, 180.~. issued an ord.:~r organizing 

the 2Jd Mis::ourt Infantry, the 11,5-l.:.h Ohio Ir.o.f<mtcy, the 4th 

T~nnesse€1 Infllntry, ~r.ct the Jlst ~vi~con:.in Infnntry into n 

brig~do. Geroral Van Cle'le \<~as ass:i.gned to the cora."<l~'.nd of this 

newly constituted unit~. .At the sa."Tle tir.1o, Co}.onel Coeurn's 

br:!.gaclt1 was a.:J~:l.6ned to a newly cvnstrtuted dh·lsion comm:md.;d by 

General ''.lard. 1:hrd 1 s dl·.r lsion war.: tl'an!ifer:c-ed to tho Chattanooga 

&rea imnwdiatc~" tharc.f~t•~!". ?ollo~:ins the departurA of Coburn's 
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troops, the G.ef'ense o.f the Nurfreesboro area was ent~sted to Van 

Cleva's br!.g.2d~. l5 

In J:mue.ry, Hajor John E!!!nJen..lulll visited Fortress 

1\osec:cans. Th~ major, in acc.,rd.:tnce ~ith instructions frvrt 

frlg~dier Gen~r~l J·.)hn 

artille:..,. ern:;:Jlac<x\ in tho forts locata~l in tha Depart..'llent or the 

Curnbcrl:md. In hi.s report t,othich he filed on. J.unnary 14, 

Hend.cnh.!lll .made the follmnn:;,: c·.)Il"..lr.ents rcg<'rding Fortress 

Ro secr;>.:ns: 

The fort 1~1 m.1.nned by the F~:;t i(.:ant\\cky 
B~ttH:cy and ab;'J.t 800 convalesco:ri:. efl'i~m~s and 
s-.;?.ldiers ..... all unJer trw cotr~n:::>nd •.Jf >~:-!jor 

L,.· .. .,_-.,._J 7·1··•• ,..· ~·.,1· ........ 'i'' · ~- ·-1·,.·,-.. "t w.··.-yrt _ •.. ,.< .... ~..~ru ..... u..,n-~"'- .J..,;;_,, J.~r.1 ... .1.. _1. .. ·--'.s "' .. J 

.~~i:ill!~ry ~ 

·.r'he eun~ a:-e d:l.:vi,d~d into t.nttcr.:es of 
tro.':'l thrtN"; to nine f'.Ul:J a.:1.c:l, undr:!r tha ·~hargo 
of a cc~e:is:sion<:-d cfi:tc(:r t <!nd i"r•.);~ Go to lC8 
enListcu maxl p·cdS'-3nt. 

Battery_J{itc.i-wll is cmn111<1n:ied by 
LA -~1 .;.. .. -- • IJ . ., !' , .... . :, .. t' "' '•'i c 1:. .l.~l~;.:n:l.,lt.J-;o.-1n1,,.&. J.l ••. -n._.o.~ .lt .• r .. 

K~r,tud.;:.r Eatt:}·cy, ar.d 1.:1 &rrr.cd \\11th one 12-
poi.o~l:lCBr and one 6-pounc.hr field gur., and ·t-::o 
8-in•;h !>legtJ hY.iit~er-n ,, 

Batte~vy_at L:.J}1etta i'ab:<-!r, b.7 !J'irst 
L-l.eaten:<nt {IJ.t~.1·'1U/ Jo·M:j, .S~:Jv~~tty-l:lnt.h I:1di=ma 
Vclunt.e~J:t'S• ar-~~.;:d -wiU} fout" 6-1:-o1.md2~· .?_.:t·.rott 
!i;:,ld ~U11:-! and on<3 ~3-L&ch si::!:~\:J h0;..l tzo . .-. 

Battery at ~un~)+.t-.1 :-tcCoo:c, b,l Gapt. J. R~ 
:?.l.9C:U$, Sev.:Ell-.er~nth .i:.t~·.li.:;r:.:.., ar!l!ed ·;dth cne 
24-;:Y.Junch~r, rii'l·':d, fo:.1.r 6-p~J;.mc.lm:- .?::nTott 
fi:3:ll~ t:;uns, "li'ld t.:.Jo 8-inch :Ji.ef~O hc~·iil::.zers. 
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Battery nt Lunette Negley, by Capt, D. H, 
Roberts, Soventy-fifth Illinois, ~ed with 
t~1o 6-p:mr.ders, one )-inch, one 6-pounder James 
rifle :field-guns, and one 8-inch siage hmo~itzer. 

_ E<\itery at wnettes Rous~mau, Sheridan, 
[thon~a;J and nsynolds, by C::pt. t.i. A. Gregory, 
'1\.;enty-S~c-::md Illinois 1 2.rm~d w~th three 6-
pounder .fiF.2.d guns, one 24-pounder•, rifled, and 
ono 8-lnch eisge howitzer. 

Batte17 at Olncttes Granger ar~ Crittenden, 
by Capt. ;.;, li. fuughty, Thirty-seventh Indiana, 
aJ:'lll.ed ... ;..;i th one 6-pounde:t• ar1d one J-inch gun, 
and one 12-p:>under field ho~ritzer. 

Battery at Redoubt Johnson, by Ueut. 
':!illia:n ?ool, Eizhty-:~evanth Indiana, ar:x:ed 
with four 24-pounder3, rifled. 

Batt.er.r at Redoubt Sch6.f.ield, by First 
Lir::ut. ·,.;illi.::un H. I.ea.ny, NirH~teenth U. S, 
Infant.cy, armed v.;ith one JO-pounder Parrott, 
fom• 2!~-p.)t.mders, siege, :J.r!d on0 6-pounder, 
field gnns. 

Battery ~t ncctoubt lrlood • armed with four 
24-poundurB, riflE: d. 

F:attery at Redoubt Ernnron, ~J Second 
Lieut. J. D. \·!ilU.arns, !·;inth !·iichigan, a.r.:ned 
T.-Jith th..:-ee :30-pound8:t' ?~:t·rot ts • tHo 12-pounder 
field t'1:1~ 0 0111d ona (3 •• inch Si;)ge ho>.ritzer. 

_ Tho F:}_r~t K .. mtnc1·~ Batte:>.-y (Captain 
LTheodm:':) SJJ 1'hcu1asson), b~side::; its o>m guns, 
t·t~c 6--pounders. ong J-lnc:h and two 6-pourJder 
J ~me~J r.ii· L.~d f le L:.i zun:..;, h.J.s .::!large of one 24-
_prn.mcle:c. .l' lf .led.. an:-.1 til~·ee o-inch siege 
h<;<li l:.•t·Jr:~. ~£ach bat terJ • ax~ept the one at 
!lln'3tt>:l3 ~lranr;e-r and C:d.ttandon, has a ma6azine, 
all of -,.,i::d.ch .fire in g·:-oa condl t.ton. A little 
do~pne:.;s can be seen in ti.u-ea or four of them 
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after a long, hea~J rain. At Redoubt Schofield 
the magazine laa!~ed slightl;r, but will b~ fixed 
as soon as the weather will perr~:1.t. Hajor 
Houghtaling told ~e that this ~gazino had 
heretofore been considered the best in tho fort. 

I could not get into the large m3gazine, 
the man who h3cl the key CO'.lld r.ot be fo1nxl. 
General V .:m Cleve ar.d :·~.jor iiou;htaling, who 
were in it a :few d~ys bei'ore, said that it was 
in a very good co:1dition, but thut there wa.s 
slight dampness after lon~ rains. Tho gallery 
around this ma~az.ine has fallen lil· in ta1> 
places, but can be easlly repairedo 

The militarJ appearance, discipline, 
drill, police~ en:...; of e;-u.n.s and i<nple:ltents, 
very good. ·!'he t",.<Jn ~.re in comfortable huts. 
Hess arran~ew~nts good. 

1b(3 :nr:;t Kentucl~y Batt.€rJa ;fi hors9a, 
so:11e of ;;hicn :>re com·ah::sc<>nt. horses, and 
the oth~rs ar;3 su.c~ H:J could ce bouzht in the 
coun.try srl)ttr..d 1-illrfroescorour,h. T'ney are not 
in good condition, ar~ ar3 eer.Gr~l~ too light 
for 3rtillery. Th~ l:·a ttery is k.2~)t in good 
order and th0 hors.;s have n very good stable. 

Tne sc~'·ps of th~ redrmbts ara gi~.ring way 
badly wher;~ gallex·le$ r:wrr;; to ho.v~· been m;;;de. 
So:no of the t,x·avers<-J:3 tlr() ~ls:l fal.Une do-;.m: 
ona c)£ t.he!:l has be:::u a:L:~.ost unt.·:.r~J.;y tu.tlt 'b.r 
the g:a::-rieo:1. 

The block-1'!-:.us{~s tall loak badJ.y, and are 
th~r·.:fore llttl0 IJ.3cd ev~n for st.o.t•e-houses. 

Garrisvn, Ono hundr•:-d · :J.nd f'llteanth Ohio 
i'.nd Tl·renty-!]~lc0r.d .r.rd 'l'h.l.rt.:r-fi:rst \-.flsconsin. 16 

ShorJJ.an ~w.s rlac.s~d in cm~.1.:m:.l of t!H: vnst :ltilitary Division of 
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the Mississippi. At tho same tiroo, General Grant was promoted to 

a lieutenant general nnd called to ~ashington to take charge of 

the armies of the United States. Accor-ding to the plan qf 

operations w.:)r~ed out by Grant, Shl'.lrman's 11 Arnzy- Group" was to 

launch a drive into no:i.~t'hwesl. GehJr&ia and er.de.:wor to destroy 

General Johnston 1 s Ju:rmy o£ Tenn-assee. Sherxnan would also have as 

hia objective the capture of Atlanta •. 

Preparatory to moving against Johnston, Sher~~W.n sought 

to. provide for the security of the .Nashville and Chatt8.noOgl 

Railroad. 1his railroad would be Sherman's life line as his "Ar~ 

Group" plunged deeper into the Cor.fedarate "heartland", looking 

in this directi0n, General Br.:..nnan, on :-~:.>.rr.h 23, issued 3n ord~r 

assigning throo batteries (Battery D, 1st Nichigan Light Artillery, 

the 6th D~ttory, Wisconsin Light Artillol'y, :~nd ths 12th Battery, 

Ohio Light -~'·tiller-y) to Fortresn Rosecrans. 

The c;mnon9Gl'S f'rorn tht?se tlu·ee unit~ \ioulJ man tha guns 

empl.aco1 in the fortifications" Eefore leaving Has'hville, ;vhere' 

they ;.:erP. currently stationed, ths three designated batteries were 

to "turn over their (fJ.ns, horses, h:arncss, ~c., to Colonel James 

I :H. Bc.rtlatt. 'lbo colonal, in turn, t.-ould see that this property 

t-t!ls tran~ferr~d t·.:> tho oth~r c~g.:u;.iz.J.tion~ C...3lonbil1g to the 

I Artillery Reaerve of' thg Army of the Cumberland. ~t the s~une time, 
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the 1st BatterJ, Kentuc~ li~ht ArtillcrJ was assigned to the 

Artillery Reserve and Ol'derc'>d to Chattm10o~a. Ey :bhe end o£ 

March, the three batteries h3d roached FOrtress Rosecrans, where 

they reported to l·:ajor Hought.11ing. As soon as thG Kentuckians 

had beP.n relievecl, they joL"1ed the Az•tiller.7 Reserve. l? 

Brigndi~r Gengral ~;illi<!.'ll D. 'tlhipple, Thomas' chief of 

ataff' (on April 8) sub;tittcd a statement enwierating the numbe:-

II of troops Hhich he esti~~ted would be necessary to hold the 

I 
I 

•• 
I 
I 
I 

blockhouses. These stockades were 'being erected U> protect the 

bridges on the Nas!wlll~ and Chattnnooga P.ailroad. {See Appendix 

A.) The troops hcldint-; tneze blockhous~~s ·would be supported b:J 

garrison::; posted at i.':urfreesboro, Tullahoma, Stevenson, and 

Bridgeport. At pres~nt, 'Ahippla co:m."!ent.ed~ tho railroad botwcen 

Fosterville ar~ :.-;ur ireeaboro l-;;:.o. gur.u-ded 1:;-.r the 2Jd !il.ssoul•i; thG 

regitnent:al heac.lquelrters were at Chr:l::.d:.ian:.t. Hurfr~~:;b..,ro \la3 

occupiod b:r the ll.5th Ohio, t.h•3 Jlst llflsconsln, and JS4 

convalescents, th~ genet>:ll not~d. In addition to tl1e three 

I 
F'ortresg Ros~cr<.1ns4 The 85th Indiana t.Jat.ched the rallroad .from 

Fortress RoseCl'.'ln.~ to Nashvillr.!. 

I 
I 
,I 
I 

h1lipple thaught that t.his 11a3 .::~ilnply too r.uey msn. He 

suggested tml the 2Jd i·ii::;sotl:>:-1 b8 :t:"olicved of duty on the railroad 
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ani sent to HC:·Un..l'lv1lle. There, the Missourians would relieve the 

19th Ktchigan; the !·11chigar.ders would be freed to· rejoin Co'tui:"n 1 s 

brigado at the .front. The i{ur.freesboro convalescents were to be 

arced. Along with the ll5th. Ohio and the Jlst ic/lsc...'Onsin, the 

convalescents would be clw.rged ·wl th e;uarding Hurfre~?sboro .:md the 

18 bl.ockhcusos b~i~·-•e:"ln that city and Tull."lhoma. 

Thomas moved promptly to· CGJ.'T'Y out \·Jhipple 1 a 

reeom'llendation::s. On April 12, he issued nrd0rs f~r Rousseau to 

relieve tt-ro of th'9 re~imt?nts (the 85th Indiana and th~ 2Jd !··1iss-=>u!"i) 

\.;hich 1oiel-e st.:1tloned alon:; the line of the Nashville ~nd 

Chattnnt:loga Railroad. These troops \vere to be replaced by soldi(''!".S 

XX Arrrr:~ Co.r"p.J • l9 

General Sherman begar1 his d'l.·ive toward Atb.nt.c. on i-l;:v" .5. 

For the n':'lxt. f()ur ~onths, Sh:.:.rrn.:m' D "Ar'Jif Grou_?'' i--1<13 in con,.rt.ant 

this period, the Unbn a-nthorH.iea made oever~l aili'linbt.rativG 

c~en in Ton.ll·Zssee. F .. a:r-Jy in the sum:11a~, ths Di~Jtrict of. 

20' Nashville waQ r(.."Closignated ns the Distri~t· o£ Tennessee. A new 
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1 
~m•nand, the 11 Dofensos Nashvillo and ChattanooGa Hailroac!". was 

also constituted. Major Gencr:ll Robert H. Hilroy was placed in 

lchargo of the three brigades (Van Cleve's, Robinson's, and 

Krzyzam\-Iski 1s) which were given the task of guardlll(~ the vital 

I rn ilroo.d. 

I 'By this time, Van Cleve's brigade had been reduced to 

ono infa~1try regi.-ncnt (the 11.5th Ohio) and three bat ter:les of 

I artillery {:Bat tory D, 1st r·achigan, tha 12th Oiuo, and the 8th 

:.Yis~onsin),~ At the end of the first week or June, Van Cleve 1s 

I other ini':mt:r-J reeiment <the Jlst wisconsin) had been detached and 

1 
orde:-ed to Nashville. V:'.n Cleve· ust.>d hi~ artilleri3ts to garrison 

) F-:::·t:·ass ;:'~':13•:1CrJ.n:3, whilQ the infant't~J.sen of the ll5th Ohio were 

I posted in the blockhouses which gu::trded the railroad briclces on 

ei t~er side of }'lurfrs·~sboro. Ueatonar.t-.:Colonel : . .:al."<er E. Lawrence 

I had al~c replaced 1-:~tjor !-iou~htalir.g as commandant of· Fortress 

· 
1 

F.oeecrans. 21 

Atlanta, en 'the night of September 1, ~-las e'if.:?.C'J.:~.tt-::d by 

I the Arury of 'retm.:~slSe'"• which l;tas led r.o~1 by General ,Tohn D. H.X>d. 

(General ,Johnston had been relif.lved e:,· ?rf.l~icient .Jefferson Davis 

I on July 17. ) Sherman's blu~coated l.:!gions poured into the 

~strategic city th'3 fol.Lo•..rin.; ~rnlng. "Althin tt.No weeks, No.jor 

General Nath.;.n B. Forrost. launched a sl<i,!3h.i.ng raid on the Union 
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cou"nunlcation lines in north AL.1.bxr.a ai..d :.:.i.ddle 

I t~\OUt;h Forrest 1 s hard-riding troopers failed to 

Tennessee. Even 

reach Fortress 

I Rosecruns, they caused a flurry of. activity among 

Federals. To strengthen the garrison at Fortress 

the Hurfreedl::<>ro 

Rosecrans, 

I 
as the danger lk1.d passed • the l74tn Ohio, on October 

transferred to Dec.:1.tur, Alabama. 22 

I In th~ ma.autime, Hood had r>?grou~d his arlcy" and Lr..oved 

into northern Al.s.banu. Sherm;::n had o;3r.de~vored t·? folli'•l tho .Army 

I of Tennessee~ Unable :0 overtalce the hard-marching Rebel legioz:s, 

Sh3rman 1 s bluecoats r"'turned to Atlanta. Hero, Sherman stripped 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

tl 
I 

dr.n~:; his arrey, prcpt:L'::ttor>J to !:laking his i':u>..:>us "l·:arch to the Sen.". 

General Thmr. ... <>s i'l""S detached and orderl3d ·to Tennessee. The "Rock 

or Chickr.n'lt-.uga" was givz:n the b:;k of coping ·..rith Hood's projected 

inv.:1slon of Hiddl~ 'l'cnne::;see. 
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'l'he Defenders of Fortress H.osccrans Change l-li th the Shifting Tides 

of the War 

11 .Q.. li·, Series I, Vol. X:UII, :;::t. II, 4,58..1~)9. 

2 ~ •• 496 • .50J, 508. 

I J Ibid •• 573, 6c6. 

I 4 Q.. li·. Series ::::. Vol. XXX, pt. III, )8, vn. 156. 2~0. The 5th 

Io~.:a C.~valry was ordered to Mci·linnv~lle on Saptember 6; the 9th 

I Ohio E.attery was transferred to Tull::...homa on the pre-vious day. 

.5 Thiel., )29. Colonels Ch.amj)ion and Reid disposed of their units 

I ss follnwr;: 

•• Colonel ChCJ.mpion 96th Illinois Lt. Col. !. L. Clarke 

I 
I 
I Colonel Reid 

I 
I 
I 

:II 
I 

84th Indiana Lt. Col. S. Orr 

115t.h Illino;\s · Col. J. H. l".oora 

40th Ohio COl. J. E. Taylor 

98th Ohio Lt. Col. J. ~. Pearc~ 

12lst Ohio Lt. Col. H. B. Bannin7. 

ll)th Ohio Lt. Col. D. n. \varn0r 

78th IllL1ois Lt. Col. C. Vnn Vlc:c~-:: 

1 
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6 !£iq., ')97. 

7 ~ .. 4)1, 612-61'). 

8 lbiQ. •• 6')6. 

9 Q. B.·' Series r. Vol. XXX, pt. IV, 84-85. 

10 Q. li·. Series I, Vol. llf "• pt. II, 701, 706-707. 

11 o· -· g •• .Series I, Vol. xx..:a, pt. I, 716. 

l2 Q.. E. •• Series I, Vol. XXXI, pt. III, ';.7. 

lJ !bJ...Q.., 109. 

14 IQ_id. t 558. In April, the 17th U • . ~ Colored Infantry w:1s ..,.-,. 

t1•ansfm.Ted !'rom Hurfreeoboro to Nashville. 

lS Q.. ~., Series I, Vol. LII, pt. I, 510; Q. R., Series I, Vol. 

XY..xii, pt. II, 282. The L~th Tenncs.5ee :LnC.~nt:r.r 1rras st:;tlon~d in 

Knoxville at this time. This regiment never reported to General 

Van Cleve. On Aprll 10, 186'~, the Tennosseea..'1s -,,ere renssiGr.ed to 

thG XXIII Arnv Corps. 

16 Q.. g., Sarla3 I, Vol. XXXII, pt. II, 9J-94. General Br;:,.nmm 

held tho position of chief of artillery for the Department of the 

Cumberland~ l-tsj0l' Henumihall was Brannan 1 s assistant. 

17 Q.. R·, Oer1cs I, Vol. x.:ca::r, pt. III, lJL~, 212, 

18 ,;t:;•J..J .•• 290-291 .. 
' 1? J37-JJB. )61~. 

20 o. kl., se.':"L~s I, Vol. xxxrx •. _:pt. II, 62r :325. 
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21 ;tbid. • 327; Fred~rick H. Dyer, C.omoendin';ll 2!. tne Har 2! t.ha 

Rebellion, (Des H.:Jines, 1909), 466-463, 686. After a short tour 

of duty at Na.shville, the Jlst iiisconsin joined Sher!l' .. nn's "Army 

Grou~ 11 before Atlanta. Colonel Ed!.Jnrd .J. Robinson's brigade was 

stationed at fullaho:~:a G.nd Colonel •.n.-.di!!:ir :~rzyzanoHski' s at 

Bridgeport, /U.a'b.:.r .. :l. 

22 Q. g., Serie3 I, Vol. XXXIX, pt. II, 495; Q. g., Series I, Vol. 

xr.x:r.x. 
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THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS 

Chapter III 

Hood Invade~ Hi.ddle Tennessee 

I \.,'hen General Hood 1 s Confederate t;;r:ny of Tennessee 

launched its invasion of !"'iddle Tennessee at the end of the third 

weal~ of November 186l•. General Rousseau •..sas. still in charge of 

I the District of Tennessee. Housseau maintained hi3 headquarters 

I 
at Nashville. In addition to prote~ting 1-ii.ddla TonnE:ss'1e from 

r~ids 'l:J..; th('l Confederate cavalry, Housseau 1 s corrur:.and was charged 

fli th the defense of the railroads oi' the 2roa ~ihich h:;d b~e!'l 

~ . 1 re::>tored ~o servl.c~ 'i:rj th3 military. 

Undoubted.J.y • the taost important railro2d in Ro<.lssoau' s 

district '-Tas th~ .N2.shville and Chc.ttanoog."1. To prot~ct thls 
I 

railroad, n com..'lland designated as the Defenses of the rrashvillo 

and Chattar.ooga lla.\.lro8.d had been constituteJ by the Unt•m 

authoritica. G:o:neral Hilro;:r had been placed ln charg-3 of this 

co~nand. I:y this ti:ne, Hilroy 1 s comrr .. :md had been reduced to 

I ch.:~r::;o of th•'l 1st BrigrtdC; Col0ncl :,-fladhd..r Krz:yzanot-~·ski led the 

I )d Erig.::tde. Cclonel Ed•,.mrd J. Hobinson 1 s ~d Brigade had been 

di.sb:mded. Tr~s,., ol Hol.'ins()n 1 s :-eciments (th~ lJ?th and l}Sth InJLma) 

I 
.!a.. ti. 1 

I_-

.j 
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had been mustered out; his other units no;;-1 reported directly to 

Milroy. 

I Van Cleve's troops Hern charged with the defense of the 

the railroad beb:een Nashville and ;.f-u.rfreesboro. On the flml day 

I of October t Van Cleve 1 s brig:1de cant ~ined only one i.n.f:mtry 

I 
I 

regime~t (the ll5th Ohio) &Dj three batteries. The Ohio 

infantrymen were used to sarrlsvn the ~even blocl-..hou!;es which the 

Federals h..'1d co~tructed to f-rot~ct the bridge~ on the section of 

the railroad g'.larded by Vt1n Cleve 1 ::1 tr·oops. Van Cleve's three 

I artill~.t7 units Here stationed in Fortress Rosecranst the strong 

point that the Federals had constructed follo•,;ing the battle of 

.I 
•• 
I 

r:tilroad and N.J.shvlllo pike bridge.~ acro:>~s Stones Hiver. In 
. . 

addition, the fortress functioned as a supp~ depot for Milroy's 

coz1.c~!ld. !tt this stage of the COI'"'.flict, i'lajor Frederick Schultz 

f!Tas in COl!JJTl ... arY.i at Fortress Ho~:.acr.:ms. Van Cleve zr.al.ntain!';d bls 

I hendquaPtera i..."l r·iurfrec~>boro. J ' 

I Two addi tion:.il in£nntl."'J regimont9 reported to Van Cleva 

bo.)!'Or<-; th-iJ first tidir>..gs of Hood's adv.::mce reached Hur.lreesboro. 

I Cn .Novembar 7 a train pulled into the l':ur.fr~e.nboro yards, and o-rf 

scrnmb.lcd th~ ruge;ed .Goldicrs belvr.t;ing t,(l the 8th Hinnesota. 

I This r~gi:'lant il .. 'ld come a long wxy. Dlring t,he summer and Cfl:rly 

2 
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I ,I. 
I 
I !·I !all, the Hinnesotans had been eng~ged against the SiouX Indians 

in the western part of Da.~ota Terri tory. 

I A recent~ organized regiment, the 140th Itxiiana 1 

reached l·!urfreesioro by rail on the 2Jd. The Indianians had left 

I Indiana[.X)lis eight days before. 
4 

I the rallroad..between De<:ha.rd, Tennessee~ and Bridgeport, Alabama. 

The. brigade co:nmar.ded 'h'.r Colonel Krzyzanowski gunrded 

I To carry out this task, Krzyzanowski was given .flvo infantry 

regiments ar.d t'..;o b:1tterles of artillery. The brigade command~r 

had his comr.~ post at Stevenson, Alabama. S 

Since TuLlahoma was about h"llfw~.y between Cr...attanooga 

and Nashville~ General H.ilroy r.uintained hb h~adquarters there. 

1\ro inf:mtry rcgima::lts (the 177th and 178th Ohio), one dismol_fnted 

cava)~ regi~ent (tha 12tn InciLjna), and a batter.y of artiller.y 

I (the lJth Batter.:r.' ~Je·.-~ Yoi'k Light ArtillP.ry) were stationed at 

I 'fullahomn. '.-lith this i'orce, l~ilroy Hould pr-otect the railroad 

.fx-om i·~fre~sboro to r.-echerd. 6 

I It was Nov~::nnber 2.4 before the Federal authorities ln 

· Tennessee learned -'ll"tt'thlng definite concerning Hood 1 s move:-nents. 

I Luring th('j day, C.onc.t•als P.ol.lsseau and t-~lroy wero informed by 

I Ge;.1e:t>.:l Thom<1n that hLs fiold ari.!!Y under }LJ,j .• ;r General John 1-t. 

Schofield h~C. eva<!UJ. ted Pul.as:'.i, Tennessee. 7 . 
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The ne~s that the Rebels had reached Pulaski caused 

Rousseau and 1-Iilroy to swine; into action. Milroy im:r.ediately 

contacted the officer in ch~rge of tho Unior. forces stationed at 

Decherd, Colonel Hillard ~oiarner. 'Lbe colonel was notified that 

P.ood 1 ~ army was acrosn the 'Ter'.nessee l1iver and '.~as reportedly 

pushinc.; towm·d the east. If this were true, ;ul.roy observed, the 

Rebels were pushing for the llashville and Chattanooga Railroad. 

'iiarner wa:J to p1t his c::nnmand, the 18Cth O:b.lo,- in condition to 

defe11d techerd ar.d the railroad bridga across Elk River at 

All:\.sonia. Alreudy, Hilroy continued, Hood's push had compelled 

the Federals to acandon the 'tiashville and fucstur Railroad south 

of Co lm:bla, '1\·mneszee, a.r:d the l·~e.:-.;;hls and Ch.::.rleston Railroad 

wast of St.e•rer.son. To ke"p his regiment front being sur-priaad, 

Colonel Harner \-4-?.s to picket all the roads af)proaching his pos:l.tion 

from the west. Any ir..forr.:ation obtained was to be relayed 

8 
irmtedintely to Hilroy 1 s 'l'ullaho~ hes.drtuartcrs. 

l•lilroy also nc tifled Najor Joh..r1 c. H~.milton, tho officer 

in charge of tht!i detac.h.:.i:=:nt of the 178th Ohio ;..;hich w.us sta tioncd 

at Shelb:rvillo, T.cnn0S3DC, that tho a2iJt)ln h.:"ld reached Pulaski. 

Ham.ilton was to :~cout tv tha '\Jest. The major was to be prep-1.red 

to f"all back to the 1\lck ntver bridge in case the Ccnfeclerates 

came his r.wy. 9 
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To be reacy for a.r~.l em~l'gcncy which :might suddenly 

develop, Rousseau directed l·1ilroy to stockpile a.ll the· forage and 

rationD ha could at Tul.l.aho:na. 

to :1urfrees'toro~ 10 

All surplus wagons would "he sent 

In the me-antime, t .... '"le Feder:.l offi:~er~J c~r..rzed Hi th the 

defense of the Memphis and Charleston Rnlro~d west of Stevenson 

moved to comply uith Tho1r.as' directive that it should bf3 abandoned. 

At 11 a. m. on the 24th, 'fho!?l..:as telegrAphed Erigadier General 

Ro bi.'rt .3. Granger, the com.'1lander oi' the District oi' !-'orthcrn 

The general informed Granger that the superintendent of 

the 1-il.litru-y Re.ilroads had mtl.fied him that over 120 cars were 

to bd ~t r!unt::;vllle, .Uo.bal.!Ul, dLU"ing the morning. These 

us~d to shift Granger's co~r.and to Stevenson and 

Y.urfreesboro. 

tra\.!1~ had star ted. 11 

I Hhcn he acknowledged 'i'ho1r~-as 1 meB:Jage at l:ll-5, Cran{;er 

report.:~d that no cars had reo.ched Decatur. l2 Thomas waited until 

4:}') 'tef'ore replying. He again informad Gr~ngcr that the 

be at Huntsville at 10 a. m. Sinco Granl!cr ;,m~ Rt Decatur, Thomas 

l-.'OJY.lored i£ tlK') coClr;wrrler at ifuntsv llle h.~d in.(!civertontly held up 

the trains. Again, Gran~er t<~as ndFlcnished to entrain his troops 
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as rapldl,:r as ~oss1ble, T"nornas also teleGraphed Colonel William 

P~ Iuon, the officer in c!lar:;e of the post at B.untsvill~. Lyon 

vas ordered to advise Thot:-..as wheth!?r ar.y trains or curs had 

reached his post. In addit.ion, he 1.1as to let the general kno"ri if 

train »:culd start, or·hoiT.as directed I.von t.o cantact Grangor. lJ 

Replying to Tho;nas 1 cor'.mu.nicatlon, l.cJ'On reported that 

only one train had reached Huntsvilleo A.'1 en2;ine and 12 ct.tra had 

been sent. lln to Decatur. So far, Lyon conti.nt.1ed 0 the only 

i:1.fantry that had been evac>lated froc:1 ~:untsville wero the sick. 

·rne artillery. ho!vev.::r, had aiready left, and the gear belonging 

t·; the 13th ·lndi.':;na C.'1V."Jlry had been lond6~ ~ nd. ';Vas ready to g:>. 

cyon inform~ 'l'ho~r.as that there "'ora <'-n est.L;nat.;>d .50 carload9 of 

cocru:niss;n7 supplies stored at Hu.nbvlllo. 

remved, more cars would bo needed. 14 

If these ~ere to be 
I 

:8-J · thfJ time that Thorr~as' 4: JO telegram reached Gr~:m~er, 

the 12-car train hac}. chugged into the Decatur yards. wnen he 

acknowled~ed Tnomas' co,ncr.-..tnication, Cran;;er relayed this ir.fort~~tion 

to hia ~uper~or, l5 

Follo'Wi.ng tho arrival of the cars la.t;?. on the afternoon 

of the 24th, Gr:::.nccr p-~llecl hls tl·oops out of Dec:1tur ::md Athens. 

All tho public propex-t:r (9Y.Cept f,'lr somo ·for ace stored nt Dec3t11.r) 

was re:noved. . A shortage or t.ra.nsportat.i.on kept the :;-ederals from 
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saving the forage, so it uas burned. .U'ter le:1ving Decatur, Grange~" 

stopped at Huntsville on the 25th. Here, the general found that 

the evacuation W3s not going according to schedule. Colonel ~on 

told the general that he would have to have additional 

transportation if the large aroount of stores which had been 

stoqkpilad at ifuntsvlll~ were to be saved. In addition, the 

m::>'7en:.ent of the colonel's tl"Ccps. and their equiptnent from 

Ht.1ntsvilla to Stevenson had been delayad by nn accident en the 

railro<:tcl. N~ar Larkin::;ville, six cars had jumped the tr.:tek. It 

took the railroad worker~ aoout four hours to clear the rigi.1t o.f 

way. 16 

Hhen Granger notified Thomns of tnese develop:r~)nts, he 

also informed his chief thut. all wns quiet in the E11nt~vllle area. 

His scouts, who were vcr,y active, had re?Ortcd th2t the 

O:mf~'<lera.tes gave no indic!!tbn of ponetrati.:ns into the arerl 

17 
bet~•ecn Huntsville and the ELl< Hiver. 

In the meantirr•e, Tho1nas h.:1d determined to reaGsign a 

munber of the uni.ts which were being \'lithdr<:wn from the Tennessee 

Valley to the defense o.t' the Nashville and CM.ttanooga R<lilroad. . . 

He inforr::c1 Rouss~r'.U on the 25th thnt the 3d, 4th, nnd 29th 

Michigan, nnd th·~ 174th arrl 18lst Ohio regiments ~·rcre under orders 

to proceed to Hur.fre<:Jsboro. Having mr.dc his decision, Thomas 
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I procet:..-.ded to see that his orders were carried out, ~.rot knowing 

that the derailment had del2:5red the mover~c:1t o£ Gran~er 1 s com.11and. 

,I 
l 

II 
II 
t. 
II 
I 

)I 
I 

from Huntsville to Ste'renson. Thomas wired Colonel Y.rzyzanowski at 

Stevenson. "Have aey o.f the ~U.chizrm r.~g:i.mor:ts com'J u.p from 

troops had reached Steven3on from llitntsville. A train had 

reportedly left Huntsville at 4 a. m. • but as .yet, it had r.ot 

arrivedo Evidently, the tele.::;raph lln•J had been dorn.3i;ed ln the 

derziln~nt, because Krz.yzanowill<i informed Th~mas that he h~d 

received no nelis :from Huntsville since. 9 a. m. 18 

Rousse:m. learning that the three }ltchig:m regimo.r•ts nnd 

\Jer~ to be datr.::in~d a.nd ca.:n;;ed at Fo~tre:>s Rosecrans. After- the 

troops and thei~ equipment had ~een unloaded, the cars were to be 

Tho regimental cor.r:nanders Hould report to I sent t-:> !Iaslwillo. 

!: General Var1 Cleve for £urt!1cr order~. Van Cleve was to inspect 

:·I 

I• I 
II 
f 

tha ne·.rco:ne1•s and see that. there ·.ms enough ~m-::runltion irt the 

rnagazlnes of Fortrosa Ro38Ct"D.m1 to Sll·.)~.l 1 " e<!Ch :ilan \vith 200 rounds • . . ""' 
FurtherJ::.ore 1 Rou;:;senu wanted Van Cleve's ch1o:C of .. commissary' to 

keep on h3nd at ~11 tima3 200,000 ration3 •. 
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I r·· tO relieve two of his regl.ments (the 6th Kentucky and the 

· 180th Chio) from their duty along the railroad, Since tha 

~entuckiru1S were approaching the end of their term of serJic~. 

the.y were to be furnished rail transportation and sent to 

INashvilleo i\t :·;ashville, they ~ould b"! «.ust~:rt?d out of servicf). 

1 1
rr raa:Jibloo m.lroy was 

I 19 
Tenne~sae. 

to send the l80th Ohio to Fayettevllla, 

II Later in tha day, Hilroy x:eceived another telegrm:n fro::n 

Rousseau. Rm.tsae<-.u elaoorated on the ne~-1s regard:\.ng Schofield's 

I withdra:'lal fro:n Pulr'.lski. Schofhlld 1 3 troops, upon abandoning 

1 
Pulnski, had fallen back to Columbia, Already, Rousseau 

c~>ntinus:d, therE:: had been consiaer.:l.ble skir.n.isi'lin3 on the 

appt·o'lche-3 to Colu.,..,bitJ., Ths ·wire~ were dot.:m bet:.;een Nashvillo and 

Colum'tia, but the Union leaders wera convinced that 1-Iood was ' 

, 13triking for l1:tcldle Tennassae with h:l.s ent:trc a.vail:1ble force. 

1. 

1 
This r:wssaga c:.msed Hllroy to chru1ge his mlnd in regal'd to nenclin~ 

20 1 the l80th Ohic, to Fayet t.eville. 

···I The next day, all the reports reaching Nal'lhvillo frocn 

Schofield at (',olumbin t.anded to support Thor~ss and ;~ue:Jeau in 

I their bel1af t.hst !Jashd.ll1~ was Eood 's goal. The!"efore, Hhen 

1

1 
Rouoosau conbcted !illroy Qn l.he 26th, he infor"ed his junior 

ot't:tcer th:J.t he was exp<=,ot~d to hold the N<'lsh"Jillc and Chattanooga 

9 
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Railroad against Hood's cavaL~. Rousseau did not feel thnt 

•u.lro:r would have to contend l~ith the Rebal infantry. The brld~ea 

over tha fuel~ River at Shelbyville s.nd .at }hnchester uere to be 

closezy euarded. These bridges; Rousseau warned, would rot be 

burned Ut".lBSS the erey~lads appro.:~.chsd in strength. 

Nujqr Hamilton's detachznent of .the 1?8th Ohio which was 

posted at Shell:zyv llle was to be replaced with cavalry. .A:rq 

surplus supplies currentJ.y stockpiled at Tullahon:.:~ werl3 to be · 

transferred to ;-:urfreesboro. !1ilroy was also informed ·that 

General Thoman had :llel·ted Hajor General ,Jam~s B. Steedman to be 

ready to rush fror:1 5. 000 to 7, OCO · infantry to the de!' en~~ of tho 

f1.1shville ar.d Cinttanooca Railroad. (Steodlrmn C:)rr.m.anded thQ 

District o.f the Stowah.) In clo!'i1nr,, Eous.saau wanted to kno'd the 

. 21 
nur.ber and type of guns .:rt:)unted i.n the dl'3fenses of Tullaho!l".a • 

Hilroy replied .almost irnmediately to Rou~:meau 1 s taleg:ra:1. 

Re infor!aed his ~.~_?erior thnt the.ro wsro ten guns 2.t Tullaho:na, 

r::&nging in cal:tcer 1'rom r.ifl~d 2l~-pounders to J-inch O't"Jnance rifles. 

Sinca there '"ere only about 100 cavalrymen currently attached to 

his coycunancl, KilroJ f~lt tho.t he could not ep~o the<n to rellevo 

Hamilton's d~tacb-:Lent. t.t.. this tin~. the tl.·oopex·s were pn.troling 

the area we at of Shelbyville. In .n.n e£'1'ort to increase the str-.;m~th 

10 



1 
of his mounted aroy, Hilroy announced that he had asked General 

Granger to send him throe companies of the lJth Indi~na Cavalr,y. 

I 
.I 
I 
I 

Milroy believed that .Hajor Hs.mlton 1s troops, in .cass of an 

P.rnergency, ·would be able to fall back t..o th,~ railroad bridge 

across the D.lc~ ;uve:t•. In vie:.: of these circumstJ.nces, l1il.roy 

'toklllted to know i.f Rousseau still ~~anted him to withdraw Hamilton's 

22 infantry. 

AcknowledgL"lg Hilr·oy's messace, Rouss~<J.u stated that. it 

.- :.as all right if iiaJTJ.lton 1 s two companies reuta.ined at Shelbyville. 

I At least five roounted men, however, were to be stationed at 

~ Shellnrlille. 

~I 
These troopers were to sp:ccad tho alar.n in Ca$e of 

~ ~ ra::..d er.r th•J 'Arlf .ado: c. t~-~ cavaJr.r. 2J 

' I Follovring the recei~'lt 0f Roussi3aU' s t-Iire • HiJ.rcy dashed 
~ 
' off a letter to l-l.ajor K·url.lton. The 1:1ajor •..:ns t?ld to post a 

I g'Ja!"d en the L'uc~ Ri vor bridge. In case a Hebel mounted colu.--rcrl 
I 

I 
I 
! I 
II 
~ 
~I 
I 

• 
J• 

ll'..:>Ved on Shelb-.rville, Ha~nilton 1 a soldiers wer(; to remove the 

flooring from the bridge. If tho strength of the .SOutherne.rs , 

prr>vad to be over;-iiv)lming, the bridge lo;aS to be burn~d and 

Ha:r.ilton' 3 bluecoats -wcr3 to fall back to tho ;bshvillc and 

Ch::li" .. tnnooea rtai 1road. At all times, !.Ulroy warned, H~lton Has 

to m:.l~·3 su.re that hl3 sco-uts kept a stronG 'J;~tch on the countryside 

ll 
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west of Shelbyville, 24 

General Grangar spent the 26th at huntsville, The 

general ~anted to insure that his troops csrri~d out an order~ 

evacuation of their bases along the Hemphis and Charleston 

Railroad~ l'learr.Thlle ~ G~.mcral Th::>?laS had learnsd from h.is 

sub~rrJinates t~'t more cavalr,y was needed in .Middle Tennes9ea. 

Tho rea a according~ telegraphed Granger· to expedite the transfer of.· 

the lJth Indiana Cav.:llry fro.., the Tennessee Valley to Nashville. 2.5 

Apparently, Gl"anger had di vin.ad Thotiw s 1 intentions. ~.'hen Thomo.s 1 

order reach<3d Huntsville, the 13th Indiana had already been 

relieved; the troopers were ~.t the dopot waiting to entrain. 26 

Shortly aftHr le:.win,& Huntsville on the ev~ming o.t the 

26th, the traln HH.h the 13th Indiana Co.valrJ ac~ard jumped the 

track near :Urownsboro~ Slx cars were tumbled into the ditch; the 

I same number of men were inju:t"e<l. It took the re;a1r crews 24 hour9 

I to clear t:-t>3 ri~;ht of way and re,9lace the 1.50 yards of track .,.;hid: 

t had bacn torll tl.p a 

I 
I 
:I 
!I 
~-

Th!! Indianians were able to salvage most ot 

thair gear, but thoy were forced to burn the urecked car~. 

soon as the llrt:.1 was declnr·sd open ior t."t"a.ffic, a train waa eent 

out .rroro. Stevenson to p3.ck up the cn.valr-.trr.en. 27 

The v.Teck .forced Ocneral Granger to hold the re:.tnair.de.r 
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of his troops at Huntsvill'3 u11til the mornlr..; of the 28th. #hen 

Granger mtifie<l Thomas of this d113velo~s1~nt, he passed along 

sever~l other pieces of infor~tion. Grm1£er reported that the 

lCth Indlam C:xvalry hud just returned :from .G..theml and the Elk 

River. The trooper a had failed to encounter any Cord.'ede~ates. 

Granger observed that in his opinion the onq Rebal troops 

operating in the Tennessee Valley at the moment were guerrillas. 

w"hat espeei::l.lly troubled Granger about the Union 

withdrawal .from the area t-vas what '-"Ould happen to the Nsgroes. He 

infortned Thomas th~t ~egroes ~J tho thousands ~ere deserting the. 

contraband and Governrncnt c~u1ps. These unfortun:.1tes were follo>-ring 

his t"t"'oops as t}1sy p.ll].ed b;tck toward Stevenson. To keep the roads 

open for hi.s soldiers~ G:-~ng,~t' had b·3en forcoo to ord'<lr tho Negroes 

not to pass beyond Huntsvilh. 28 

Four o.r the .fi·ve regh1ents frol~ Granger's comw..:1:1d which 
I 

h.:ld been ordered to ;·iurfrc8~l'Oro roported to General Va:1 Cleve on 

the 2'1th. .\fter d~7tralning, the bluecoated infantr.rmen. r;nrched to 

Fortress Rosecrans ~-mtl c~m~-ed. The other re~imcnt, the l}th Hlchlg~m, 

ha·.i b-B~n delayed b~, thr; t.rain ureck :.:~.t Bl-o· .. mnboro .:md wns held up 

at Huntsville. 29 

D.tring the da;:r, ti•c~ra '!tHts an alert along the !hshvillc 
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~ Chattanooga Railroad. Seve:t•al excited memt--ers or tho 5th 

nnessae Cavall7 (Union) who '.-l'ere w:itchinz the roads Hest of 

fhelb-JVille carne galloping into town. They told Hajor Hamilton 

that a mounted Rebal combat _patrol l-ras adv::mcing along the 

1 
lrolaski road. .Already, . they· contim.~.ed • th~ Southerners had 

~surprised and captured several of their corr,rades. In addition, 

tho Rebels were raiding the farms and drivin~ off all the cattle 

I I land hog a. Later rep;Jrts indicated to the major-that t.pa e;reyclads 

I had Cllilmed three and one-h-:ll..f r-.d.les "'!Jast o.f 

lpromptly relayed this im.Portant infornw.tion 

l-bjor Ha:-nilton 

to General Nilroy. 30 

I I Repl.y4.n~, Hill"I'Y ordered l!:'l:nilton to burn the Dlck River 

~ '-rin •r. T •' U -yr.t 1'· on '-'er'-' u'\ .~ t r>t'-t nd th !.> t t-,_,o ,'•, 'Tif ,..le-~.,t > '-,'-"'l.'e r. :d.:::nc ·~":.:th~ h: :::·:··:ast~:y h:: :::p:~e:··a:: ~:11 

I 
back to the railroad. In case the Rebol force was ju3t. a i'ora~ine 

I pa.rty, Hamilton was to remain l-:here he H!1·3· 31 

' . ~1ews of this Confederate tf>.ru.;.;t toT;Jal-d tho rni~road was ;I 
1 imrr.ediat.ely rehyed to Gen.-:~r: . .d.G Hous~~?au and Steedm.D.n by 1-:ilroy. 
\ : I .About midnight. t·~lroy ~ant .steedman a second. t~legr~ua. Hilroy 

' inforc:.ed Stafld:lmn th.1t ho believed tl!:') cav;:lry "'hich Hamilt.:m had 

~I 1 
pinpointed wns .st-:.•ikir..;; !or the NoshvillG and C~1attanooga R.."\ilro<td. 

! Vut 1 he contir:'lorl, it m:i.Ght ;:r,:;:;:.~z-e :o~- drive by· :10oc.l' s ~~ntl..!-e -?.r':TJ 

·I 
j 

I 
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I 
I into Bast Tennessse, 

have to ba reinforced. 

I£ this uere true. 1-iilroy kne;.i that he -:.1.:>uld 

He theref.'oro wanted to knot·l when 

I Steed.ru.:m proposed to throw h!.s cotll.ln<::nd u.r.-'<?n the H.:;shvilla and 

Chattanoot;a nail.r"oad. 32 

I . 
St~e±::::m r~:Jlied th=:t he >las re3dy to move on short 

I mtice. }~ that was nseded was for Thomas to gi vc the word. JJ 

!n an effort to strengthen his m:>bile force at. 

I ~;he lbyv i.ll~, :•ull-oy t.·zired the co~~dcrs of the detachments of 

.5th 1'enncssee Cavalry ~-!hich -.,;ern stationed at No!!inn:ville and 

I !1:m~h·Jnter. 'lbeee ~fleers >vere to rendezvous at Tullahoma with 

I their eo~• at their earliest opportunity·. J4 

Tne Cor:fede:~:·!>te troopers Hho lisre threatening 

the 

I 3helbyvllle belc"n,ged to G~neral Forra::;t' s co~¥aand. Forrest, ,.,.ho 

t"l:W in c!"l~~;e of all th,;: caval:'""J serv~ng with hoo<.!'n Army of 

I Tennesscte·, had s•!!'nt Captain Joseph T. Cobb ar..d his c~nupmJ.Y of 

I Te:x.as Sccuts to at~ack the Nashville and Ch.-"lttnnoof;a R.r.llroad. 

Leaving Columbia ear:J;: on the 27th, th~ Texans had hcoclcd e;~..sh:ard. 

I Near Shelbyville, th9 Tex.-·:ms surprised and captured 1:3 of M::tjor 

Hamil ton 1 s uic!;ets. 

I A~ daybt·eak 
-

on tht'3 28th, Cobb 1 a scouts r-..lshed t.he Union 

I outpost.:l that ~err: gu.:U'din;; tha nc.rthorn approaches to ShelbY'llllo. 

I 
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Failing to surprise the bluecoats, tho Texans quick~ 

broke contact. The South~rners, estimated b.7 Hnollton to number 

about 60, made for the Fairfield ;>ike. Il~m\lton' s mounted ·force 

follo:Jed the groyclads, ~·•11en Ha:rd.lton notified }o:ilroy of this 

nction, he advanced the o_?inion tho.t his 3tt:Jcker$ t>;ere merely n 

foragin~ party. 35 

Arter leaving Shelbyville, the "butternut raiders wer.e 

interc~pted throe r.dles ;.;est of Uartrace by a detachment of the 

5th Tennessee Cavalry (Union) led by H.~jor John ~-lortha..11. A1'ter a 

brisk skirmish.- Col:ib1s Texans headed for Dell Buckle. iJorth.o.rn' s 

troopers followed the Rebels for a sh::>rt dist:;tnce. Before 

headed for tha D..tck HiV•32'. Another combat p:.1tror f·L"oul the 5th 

Ten.""!essoe Cavalry (Union) ca:ne acrcJss Cobb's trail. Taking up the 

cha.sG, the Tenr.osseea.ns pursued the Te.xr-mso II. runnitlG :f:\.~ht 

ensued and contirn.\ed until the C.::nfeder.:ttes r9cro~sed the Duck 

River near Berlin. 36 

Upon receiving this information, Hilroy :il:mr.ecliat·aly taleg.r::tph~d 

P~usseau and Stee&~~n. Eesides reporting \.Jcrthat.a 1 s su.ccesa, 

Milroy observ~d that the GOund of hea·vy .firing had been comin:; 

16 
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ft~m th9 direction of Shol~~ille. In addition, Milroy continued, 

it was rumored that a strong Confederate force was naar Lavergne. 

Vilroy said to Steedman that he was fearful lent the Rebels sn~sh 

the Nashville 2nd Chattanooga Railroad. J7 

Lurin~ the day, General P.ous::;c:1u shifted h i..s headqLtG.rtt.Or:> 

fro:n t:ashvi.lle t.o i1urfreesboro ~ The eeneral was accompanied t,.., 

M'.n-frees~ro. by tho 6lst Illinois. Roussea•l kept Thomas abreast 

of the developments in the Shelb'.rville sector. He also inforr.:ed 

Thom:1s th~t a resldent of Co lumcia had reached Tullahoma with a 

tale that l1ood 1::; Ar!:JY of 7ennessce had crossed the D.1ck RiV·:!r 12 

dr.en he ackno~Jledged Rouss'3all' s colll!r.unications, Th:):n<.J.!I 

warned that ShelbJV.:.lloa should not be ovacu:t ted. Thomas informed 

Rou!Jseau that there uas no truth in the report th~t Hood h<ld 

crossed thE: Duck River uest of Columbia. A.ccordl.ng to the latest 

reports roachinz ii~shville fron the front, Tnorr.as f-Ointed out~ 

..,8 
.Hood's a:t"qY :-;as still ma:jscd on ti;e south side o:r tho Duck River. "" 

By the evening of the 28th, .q.l.most all of Granger's 

troops ho.c! evacu:1tod Huntsville. Th~ general, a.long '.:lith the lOth 

Indinna Cavalry, l'Q!!'~ined behind to brin;; off the lzagon9 and 

destroy all th8 fUblic pr-operty which could be removed. A break 

17 
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!: 11n tha r~.ilr.oad now occurred; a locorr.otive and 26 freight cars 
i, 
I< 
1~ were str.ar.ded ln Huntsville. Not wanting to destroy this valuable 
1 I equi;>rnent, Gr-3.neer, hoping th'lt the railroad might be repaired, 

.-dotor:nined to re~.,in at Huntsville for several ,..,re days. 

Follm-;ir,g the Union ;,;i thdr.s:wal from Decatur, Colonel 

I Alfred A. Ru~sall crossed the Tennessee River at the head of !lis 

4th Ahbaxna Cav::\lry, Rus.sell 1 s grayclads cautiously closed in on 

I Huntsville. .t\fte.:- cutting the telegraph, th~ Confederates paused 

1 
and "mited for Granger's troops to continue their retreat, 

Graneor rmnained at liuntsville until the rwrnin~ of 

I 

•• 
I 

Dece.1tb~Sr 2, Ey thls time, the ·eacaral h~d decided he could not 

d~l'!lded. to start .for Ste·venson. Appro.:<imdtoly 2.50 wagons and n 

1..-u-ge nu;uber of refugees acco:npanied the Union colmrm. The read 

wa3 in -:.1retched condition :and. the stre~s barely fordable. Before 

-I Orange·.c- had procet:dec1 very f:J.r, a locomotivPJ and t-.-.'0 cars chugged 

:tnto view,. The offi-cer in charge of the train hailed Granger. He 

I stated that ii' t:ir.anger ;o1ould give h:im :m escort, he \·li)Uld rottu•n 

I 
I 
I 

tl 
I 

to li:1ntzv:\.lle ;).Del .'J::-.Ve the ab-~ndoned cn[·;ine and cars. Orangor 

quickly fell ino ·,.;lth this <bring prop.:>sal. At a word from Granger, 

120 men .:::cra .. '1lblfd aboard the tr:t.in. 
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·As the t.rain entered :Ountsville, 1 t was fired on by a 

detach.JUent of Russell's regiment. 'rhe Rebels had occupied the 

town im.:nediately follm.dne the bluecoats' departure. The >Onglneer 

lost his nerve; In his frightened condition, he r~n the locorr~tiva 

off the track. After destroying the truln, the g~~~ Fed~rals 

retraced their steps. 

FollO'.-Jing the retw·n of th~ detachment, Gran&er' s column 

resumed it3 retre.lt. The Unionists reached Stevenson on the .5th. 

Colomll Russell's .Alabamans pursuod the Yankees to trlthln 11+ miles 

of their base. In a. se!"ies of h<J.rasslng attacks on the Federal .. 
rea~ gu.3.rd, the Hebels m~cces.ied in cutting off and capturing 

atout 450 NeE;roes and a larga nu,abe.-c- of t-11.gons carryinz thdir 

pe!"~onal posaessions. J9 

·The first talezrrun 1rihich Rousseau rcc3lvcd fl"''m T'no:n.:t;:; 

on t.b'7e;r.1:-er 29 announced that part of Hood 1 s army had f'crded the 

Duck River <-i~Y.)Ve Columbia. Consequently. Sch:)fiald's art~.y would 

be cmr~pelled to .fall cack on Franklin. Tho:n:.1s also wanto<Jd to knovi 

what thet l:1test developments nlo::1g the N:lshville ar.d Chattanooga 

Railr0~d Wt3re. :~o 

e:cception ;lll ·,;.:1.s quiet aloi1g the r~ilroad bolow Z.·!urfree!storo. 

.. 19 

,. ·--· , ... ~.---,~·. ···----·· ..... ·- ~-- ... - ... -- . 

'• 

' . 
..... _,'·: 

, .. 
I 

' ·~' 

. 
• • ! ' 

. <:'1•' 

I 
·I 

'{ 

I:! 



I 

II 
II 
~ 

~I 

II 
I 
I 

I 

During the previous night. a sUlall party of irregulars had burned 

the ~oodpile at Christiana and h~d torn up s~1eral rails. This 

damage. hm~ever, had been quickly repair(..•d. By tha noon hour 

trains 1-:ere a~ain running bebJel')n ~-:Urfrees;:;oro and Tullaho:-.a. 

C:-n.fedel'at.o mounted pat':cols wera reported, to be still operatin[; 

in the Shelbyvill.e area, but ne71S of their activity waa "confused 

vague''• 

Next, "'Rousseau turned to the .move:nents of his o'.m troops. 

The train •,:i-th the 4th H.lc.""1igan abo<trd had reached Tullahoma 

during the nlght. Instl"'llCtions had already been issued for tha 

!-'lichignnJers to come to i·:tirfrc'3sboro. Z.1ilr:-:>y 1 s ordt-:rs recallint; 

the det.?.clunents of th~ 5th Tcm1essee C.:.walr.r {Union) froc1 

:-:~HinnYlll<'~ ar.d l~anchester had been counter;.1anded. 

!n the event t~at co:nmunic.:..ti.ons between llaC!hVillo and 

!{urfraes"or.)ro ':i~re disrupted in the near .rut_ure, Roussaau thought 

it r;-rl.ght ba a good iden u· Thomas enlightened hi.m on the proper 

should move out o.f I:iurfreesboro '1nnd joi!l in the battle that may 

bi;: i'ou~ht ln f_.,ont of t~:l:~!wllle''. His troops, Housse.su continued, 

wore 1111lostly ra:.;", but ii1 c;tDa of nn e::1~rgency. they • .. :culd 

lH 
undouotedzy p.t•ovo useful. 
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Thomas informed Rousseau that if the Rebels were able 

to a ever corr~"Wnications bet:..;ecn their t·r1o c~~m:aa:ods, h3 wanted 

Rousse:.m "to hold i'nr.freesborough secure". T"ne general felt 

certain that. as soon as r·:..1j()r General An:ke~; J. .::mith 1 s 

detachlaent oi' the l.:!'":'JY o! the Termessee r-e!lched ~;ashville, ha 

would have enough troops "to whip Hood if he venturea t~is far". 

nv.nnas was of the opinion that as soon as the com;n.isea.ry stores 

"at. Tullahoma ~ere rerr.cvcd, Rousseau hnd better >nithdrm1 H.ilroy to 

I·;urfreesooro. : . If there wer€ uufficient ti.r.~, the troops 

E;"U.:u-ding ths -:cailroad bz-ldge spar ... "'ling the Elli River ccu ld be 

broug~t to !:;urf}"€e:;;boro ;· · if n:"Jt, they could be concentrated at 

the tunneL 42 

In a second telegra~n, Thomas wa.rned Rousseau that a 

strong force oi" CrJni'edervri:.e cavalr.f had crossed tho Duck River. 

Rousseau was cautioned to keep a sharp l:?okout. Thomas f'elt that 

Ro•J.sseau could expect the Robel horsci7Len by tho next day or the . 

d~y after. To facili'l:.ate t..ht:i transf .a:::- c.i' the corr .. 'lliss~J supplies 

from Tallabor1a,. 'I'h:Ja~"ls wa~ sendine t·.-:o tJ::;:l.ns. 'I'homas rf3itcr.ut~d 

his directive that Kilroy should (;Jvncuate Tullaho!1l<l aD soon as the 

abreEJ were load€d. A co;,y of the portion o.r the teler.;r.?..::t dealln,;; 

With the comnd.osarJ ~tores -..ras fcr\;urded to General Hilroy. 43 
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Rous~eau spent most or tho aftert~on insp~cting Fortress 

I Rosecrans tmd its garriaon. ImprasDed b.7 what he saw, Rousseau 

I pronounced everythir.g ln "goou condition". 

general was chae~ed by the arrival of a train £rom Tullahoma with 

In addition, the 

I the 4th Eichigan aboard. H.eturnlng tl.> hia ho."dqu.:.rtcr~, the 

gen~ral found Tn<:>r.l:lS' tele6r~;:!s. Gne of Tno>!J.:.LS 1 messat;zs puz·zled 

I Rousseau. It was not claar to Rousse~m whether Hilro:r was to be 

1 
'.lithdra-.-n im."nediately from Tullahorr.a, or after cor::.:nunicatlons 

bet"'een !~ashville and aurfreesooro had been interrupted. Rousseau 

I therefore -wire:.l Thomas :lor clarification on thi::~ poiut. 44 

Thotn:->.s wast~d In time in informing P.:) 1.1Ss~au that !'~iuo;y 

I WJ.s net. to be pulled out vf Tulb~cma until after <lll the .. 
As soon as this task h~d oe~n 

I 
com:ni.:J:?a!"Y stores had been r~oveJ. 

4.;. 
accompli::Jhcd, !1.\lroy w.::.s to join Rousi:leau. ~ 

I Rouss<!lau a~cordin[;J;r pror!eeded to get in touch iii th 

Milroy. 'l'he Tullahoma co:r.u.~nde:- \-las IJO tified th:J. t t·,ro trains wero 

I ~n route to hlm from 1-lur.freeshoro. ~\11 the stores currentzy 

I 
stuc:·:pilcd ln the 'IuU.aho;;m co:ar.d.ssary depot (e::-:ceot f<Jr thr0e 

d:zys' ra tion:J for tho per.sonn1:1l belonging to Hilroy' 3 c~.";l.T,and) · 

were to be loadec! a'boaro thase cars ar..d ahlppo.:l tc Chd.tanoogo.. 

Arter th:i.s op~rt:<t:\.on h.:td been comp1et.:d, Hilro,I' s troop3 Here to 

IMrch to ;.rurfreasboro by way of Shel1:7JVillc-J. .\ strong rear gu~d, 
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charged with the IT~ssicn of nr1•estlng stragglers and preventing 

depredation, \·1ould be detaile\:i by .Milroy to cover his moveaent to 

Murfreesboro. 46 

One aspect of Rousseau 1 s telegram deepJ.y disturbed Milroy. 

I Re did nJt hnve niw· horses with Hhich t.o rer:ov~ the t.en guns ·~rounte-1 
in the fort at TullahOUk"l. ·Jben hs communicated this inform:o:.tion 

I 
I 
I 

~I 
I 
I 

'I 
I 

II 
I 
il 

! I 
J I 

to Rousseau, Milroy reporte'd that the roar of distant artillery was 

~tstinct~ audibl~. Hilrny ~stiraated that the scene of this 

fighting was bet-;.rcon :30 and 50 miles north\iest of Tullahor11a. 

(i'.ilroy was correct. On the evaning of the 29th, Hood 1's ·arid 

Schof-ield 1 ·s troops were in co'ntact at Spring Hill, approxin:ately 

47 55 m.:iles a-.w.y 4 . 

Tho~~s. Rousseau udvanced to hia chief two suggestions for moving .. 
the zun.:J. First, since i·.iilr-o;r had n<) hors~s to pull the gunn, 

Rouaseau co~tld authoi·ize him to usc tha l:l'.ounts belonging to the 

5th Tennessee Cavalry (Union). This ••as predicated on the 

assum;?tion thJ.t }..ilroy ;..sould be able to r:securc tha nec.3SSnr"J 

hP.rr~e~s. The seaond eour~e of action open to tha 7ederals "'.o1a}) for 

'rho:r.as to ord'9t• to Tullahr;'!!'..,'1 an engine &md a rl'lr.tb.er ot flat cars. 
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be transferred t;) Hur.freesboro. Rousseau p:JL'"lted out, in support 

or the second nltern:1tive, it '..:as c!oubtful if' enough teruns could 

48 ba secured to pull the rout• h~:rvy siege guns. 

~'hile -;.:aiting for 'l'h::Hr.:: .. s' reply, 2ou:Js9au kept !·lilroy 

abrea3t ,jf devclo,::>m<::nts. Pending the recei;?t of news regarding 

the ava.ila'bili ty of a t.ra'in, E.i.lroy was to look intA.> the 

possicillty of u~tng the h::>rses of the 5th T·~nnessea to draH the 

sL"'( guru; of the l)th :~e\i York Battery. If so, he was to do it. 49 
-

In the meantirce, Hous.sea11 received another t"ir0 from 

!11lroy. Ths '1\lll.ahoma commander inqu.lred as to wh..1t disposition 

sh:mlrl be rr.:ldc of t1"1e ho.sl-iitalizaJ Union soldiers and 11 tha 

-
hundreds of poor contrab{'\nh". Hilroy also wanted to kno\·t if', 

when h9 moved tv Murfreesboro, he should ~ecall the bloc~~ouss and 

· .tr~!~e ir<:..~rd::;. Rousse:m aske-..:1 ?·lil.t·cy for a report on the nu;~ber 

ct' men coni'i!led to th~' hospit&l nnd the number o£ contrabmxls •,o~ho 

-would be unabla to walk to 2-~rfree.sboro. If the sick '.zera not in 

too bad a condition. Ro:.tsse::;.u ::;uggeoted, tlw:; might be sent to 

Chattanoog:-1 ttl::ms; wlth the CO:il11li.:>s::try stores. A copy o:f' l'4ilroy's 

c..-.;:lmunic3.tlon l--ra.:; f'ol'\.rard;:~d to 'lbo:::~as l-y Rousseau • .50 

Hilroy was not lon;; in rep1;-{ing to RoussAaU 1 s il".qtt:l...ry. 

119 infor;:wd his super:i.or th:.J.t there wero 1.50 patients in the 
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· Tul.la.homa hospital arid about ··2.50 •:contraband-s 11 that uould be 

umb).e to l."!k'\l'ch to 11ur.free~itoro. There \-rere also,· he reported, a 

11con31derable:t am')unt o1' medic.;:;.l and ordnanco storeD at TullahoiT'..n. 
! 

~ 
I 

Since the ro~d to :·1u.rfr~'9-sl::oro 'l::y -way of Shell:yv.Llle ~-;as 'Very bad, 

::ilroy adv<mcsd the sug;;~st..i.on that his column be allo~ed to use 

the road -..;hich passed through Wartrace. !il 

t 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

1\ro tolegrar.t.S fro:n 'fhOUl.~S served t..? answ-e:::- most of the 

questions raised b-J Rousseau. 'I'ha S'..lperintendent of the !iill tary 

Railroads had b3on directed to rush a train o.f flat ·eel's to 

Tull~'lmr~. All the troops posted along the railroad from 

Ghatt.lnooga Rai.ll"oad between these t·.vo points -w-ould be ~banjoned. 

i·:.ilroy _was to aanj to Chattar..oof"~a the soldiero who needed further 

hospitnllzation; the "c~mtrabands" tver-9 to go to Co~ian. The~e 

. . 
Ooneral Stoedm..'l.."l v-sould :13SUtao responsibility :for their protection. 

Evidentl:l. Thqn:as had not s.r..:.:do himself clear on one 

point. After p;~..lsine Thom.:~.s' tcle2:ra~a, P ... :>usseau t-raa un'lble to 

I decide i~lwthex- ol' not he W"l.:J suppos<.-c.l to recall the :force (the 

l06th Ohio) etationoo ~t Elk !Uver crid~0. H~'l l:~l.iGved ~'1u.t th0 

I 
I 
I 
I 

€art'ison (~lhlch "laS W9ll SUl)plied loii th ffiU::1Uni;tion ar.d food) COUld 
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hold out in the f~ce of an attack by Confederate cavalrJ. When he 

co:nmunicated this 1nform~tion to Thomas 0 Rou.ssenu C.'>mlnEmted that 

he considered the bridge nr..d t-lockhouse well 'Wor.h the risk". 53 

Thomas gave his appro·:al to Rousseau's plan to leave the 

106th Chlo at Elk River bridze. To help subsist the Ohioans. in 

case they were besieged, the 500 cattle current~ pastured at 

'1\lll.ahoma were to be turned over to them. ~ofuen Th~.Mas conveyed 

t~is information to RoussGau, he announced that a hospital train 

w-::1s beir.g ~ent to Nur!'recsboro. The >~u.rfreesooro m:ili tary 

h~sp1 tala -...rere to be emptied and the patients trans.ferred t.o 

!iashvlll~, :f1r 

~~us so.:m r::;ovecl ;;:romptly to c.:.r:rJ out 1'ho:nas 1 orders. 

~:ilro;:r ~NUl alert~ to the i!Tr_pending ar4·i7al of a train of c-:.lpty 

flat C:.!rs. Fati;;:ue p.s.rl:.i~:s _v:ero to b.~ orgnnized ar.d held ready to 

load the ad:.illur-J and orctna,"\ce supplies. It there ~~ere ar.y extra 

~-pace, the sick cc1.lld be ~ent to Nus £!Ville. }1.il.roy 1 hc~·n:oer • 'll<.<S 

" caution<ld to rememb•Jr thDt the train ;ro,lld also pick up the troops 

occu.pylng tho blockhouses between Tull.:ah'.>rna and Hurfreasboro. 

SL'"Icn the Fcder~.l!:J nnt.tcip0too an ec-trzy raturr1 to '1\.lllahorr~"l, 

:-!ilroy uas to see that hlo troops dP.st.royed nothing except items 

which might prove useful to tho ioo., itiJ.:oy T,;as al~o told of tho 
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decision to leave the 106th Ohio at. Elk River bridge; a 

detachment would be detailed from the Ttlllahom.."\ ga1-rison to see to 

tho delivar,y of the oattle. 55 

Early on th3 JOth, Rousseau notified Z.alroy th<tt he .,.;ould 

tr.r to send him six car3. These •,.;ould bo in a.ddi tion to the ones 

being se1~t from Nashville, and could be used fer the ordnance 

stores. If there ware arry additional space available. other 

S"lp?lie:J might be shipped to Hurfreesbo~o.. The priority !Ulrey 

was to follow in allocating the re~ainlr~ slupping space was: 

garrison and carep equipage, S'.ltler' s merchandise, ar.d other goods. 

Hous;saau thought that it. would be a good idea if ~'Ltlroy advised 

-the 11 loyal citl::.ens" to go to Co·::an. 56 

Thomas likewise sent an early 1norning taleGrn.m to Kilroy. 

'Vlhile Thom;1s rafu3\:rJ to give !ulroy a deadline for evncu'ltir.g 

'1Ull.ahoUJa 1 he wanted hi.~ to rove his men on the road as soon as 

all.the patients had been placed on boa~d a nJrth-bound tr~in. 

Tho::r~ts demanded. of ths badgered 1111roy the a.nc·..;er to ceve:r::-il 

questions. Ho wanted to know if' the artillery M.d been ship:pt3d, 

and whether th'3 c::ornmlssary stores hnd btnn sont to Chattanoogaa 

Thomas c:J.utioned, "Ihn't permit your man to oo st&.l:peded, but 

h.lvf;:) thil'.gs done quiet~v, a.:1d no usaloss des truct:i.on of property 

I 
I 

j: or any kind. ;7 
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By 8 a. m., 11llroy'a fatigue parties had loaded the six 

1 !ield pisces and the ordnance stores aboard the waiting flat ears. 

' In direct violltion oi: ThoMs' and Rousssau 's orders, the iour 

•. heavy siege guns '•er~ left in the fort. Tr.omas 1 sudden de~ision 

' to send the hospitalized ~oldiers to l~ashville instet .. d of 

I Chattanooga had t::lken !rJ.lroy by surprise. Ths patiflnts had 

T already been ent.l·.llined on a south-bound train. It was therefore 

necessary to turn ths -engine around • .58 

Arte~ all the cars had been loaded, Filroy was dist•lrbed 

to observe th-1.t a consi'ier.::.ble a!J',ount of th'3 reg.imental bazga.ge 

and ordnance st.orrw were still piled up at th•3 depot. Tho gencr.'3.l 

'olas relieved to learn t...l'la t an eu-:pty north-l:ound train h<J.d just -

I left Co~.,ran. He deterii:lned to use this traln to ex~~d.ite tha 

I ti"an3.fer of his cormn:wd to 11urfrr3~:31.Y>ro. !{ilroy, in accordance 

With thf'.l der.:ision to aba.r:don the railroad .fz·mn Hu.rfreesboro to Elk 

R:\:w'ar brlclg.;:~, had isst.~~d orders t·ecalling the garrisons from 

~ l!c!ii"nvllle ar.d t-bn~hester. As yet, theso detachments had cot 

' ~'eached 'i'ulin'::cma. Correctly believing th.:1.t these troops ¥<auld be 

badly uccd up 'i::.f their f(.H"C~d march, !·.!.ilroy d-1cidcd to nllo~J them 

I to lllOVa to l:u~freestor•:> by rail. Aft~::r loading th!'J equlp!llent. and 
I I atores aboard tho north-tour.-d train, the soldi.ers would rido to 

I 
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Murfreosboro. Stops were to bo · m2de a long the \1a:f to pick up the 

troops manning the bloc1mouses. 59 

In the mean time • l':i~~o:r 1 s unit com.:II .. 'lndcr s were forming 

org::tni:.::ed his C0nJ.mand into "' provislonal brigade. Colonel lD::hiard 

Anderoon\or tha 12th Indiana Cn.valr:y was pl<lc,:;d in charge of' the 

newly orgar.izod unit. Ha.vinJ secured pe:n:Uss:i.on to march by way 

of 1.-!artraco instead of Shelb<p1ille, Eilroy' s column marci1ed out o! 

Tl\ llihotr.a. 

A comp.a11y o.f c~v:.::.lry w<1s lt'?ft to ~J~d the auppllcs, 

-
liajor Hrun.llton 1 s ShcUrJVille dot:J.CP.l.'tent was to r~ndezvous uith. 

xtlroy' s coluiltil at Uartrace. HA;:;seng9rs were sent to contact 

Ha,jor Joh."l F. P.rn;strone '!l ciot~clLne:.-lt of: the 5th Tennessee Cavalry 
) 

(Union), t..•hich was patrolltng the area west of the railroad. 

1\r'otstrong 1 s troopers uere to bo dire..::ted to report to Hilroy at 

Hu!"i'reeoboro • H.:tvinr, str..rto2d l.:.tte • Ei.lrv.:t'::: c:'Jrn.'lland n1.1.d-= only a 

l5-nd.l".l :r.arch c.md haltl)d for tho nlr;ht of tho )Ot.h near !,>J'az-C.raca. c-o 

The t.-ai.."'l with General H.:Uroy 1 s artiller:,l aboard reache:d 

~~rfreescoro otout r~on. Foussoa~ soon had a fntirrus p~ty h~rd 

at t~or!c unlo~di~ the 6UnB ru1<t ;m-•• :m . .mltion.; ~fncn he informed 

29 

- - ·- -· • - • 0 -- ··- ••• , • - -· ... ~-,.- ... -· --- .... 

55 

l'., 

. ~ ' 

. ,, 

'.' 

• ·~ : '\ I 

'.i 

0 • ·I']·. ,. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
~I 
I! 
I 
II .I 
~. 

I I I 

1 

i: I 
f• 

~ 

f, 

I 
I 
I 

Thomas of thisa Rousse~u pointed out that Fortress Rosecrans was 

•very extensive", At first. Rousseau had been of the opinion that 

it would be best not· to try to hold everything. But on matu:-e 

c~nsiderati0n, the general ~Tote Thcm~s, he h~d "concluded to do 

•u L'hi;]best to hold all". He w;.~s x:uU<ing his dispositions 

accordingly. .If Thomas would lat him, Rous:3ea'.l wanted to retain 

the 21st Indiar.u Battery. (T'nis five-gun ba~tery h'ad just reachsd 

Murfreesboro i'rorn Columbi:!.) In additlon, Ro'..lssea~ "Wanted Thom.aa 

to send him another train. 61 

Replying to Rousseau 1 s coru:rltm!.cation, Thomas anr.ounced 

that, for the tirn3 bcinr,, he did not inten::l to soncl amther tt•ain 

to Hurfreesl:oro. He- 1-1as c(;nfident th.:d:. Rousseau ·Aollld bs able' to 

hold Murfrea~boro "~gainst any for·ce !iood ;-r.i.ll be likely to scn<.l 

against you. until ue can g•'t o•J.r <::!lvalry reacly 11 
• Tilomas thought 

the Union cavalry 'Aoulfl be rt:3ady to take the field within five 
r 

d 62 ays. 

PrelXlrat.v:t":f to t~1e tWaCtt:ltion of Tullahoma, General 

Milroy iosued orders for Colonel nreyzanoH.oki to rep...,rt to Genera). 

Steeda-.an. Krey2anm:ski 's 'i.:::t'.i.g.ade •:.:ould cont.inu~ to hold thoa 

Nashvillt3 o.nd Chntt..:mi:loga Railr:J~.d from Elk River bridge to 
--~ Bridgepol"t.o o; 

-. 
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I 
tl 
I· On Decembei· l, Roussi:')A'U learned that on the previous 

evening there had been e fierce battle at Frar~. Hood's Army 

~Tennessee had sought to drive Scofield's army into tho Bi~ 

rpeth River. The Rebels had been repulsed but, U..'l'lder the cover 

darkness, the Yankees had evacuated Fran .. ~lin and were falling 

ltck upon Na3hville. turing the d~, most of General Stcedmcn 1s 

cowu."'.'llld was transferred l:rJ rail frorn Cowan to Nashville. 

I The day·before the battle of Frar~~lin, General Thomas 

r. sent an important telecir::t."ll to General Staedman. Thoraa3 wanted 

ecdrn:m to load the mob.ile portion of his comr.1and abo3I'd trains 

ld l'U1.lh it to Cc•tan. At Cowan, Steedrr.an w-.:mld detrain his r:1en. 

a ~t.eedrum would see that his soldie.:-s took position so as to 

: lrcaten an attack on the rear o.f Hcod 1 s arcy, in case the 
' 

• 

I
Confoo~rates !:truck for the Nashville and Cluttanocga 

Since Steed.1l.all had been expecting orders to 

-

64 Railroad. 

t~e th!l 

leld for several d::J..ys, he hnd placed hirl troops on a st<lndbJ 

~sis. His offi•.;ors :-Tera· therefore .able to E;et their men ready 

! I taka the field on ~·ho.1.4t notice. The officer~ and men of 

Steedman's conmand had pr~v lou sly dra-..-n the required a.''lJX<lni tion 

ld rationso .As soo~ r;.s Steachn.:m passed the word, the unit I 1-.,der•. formed and mstercd thoir COJ>aanda, 
6 S 
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In the menntime, Steedman's chief qu:u ... torm.aster had 

llled on the officials of the mill tary railroad to make s.vailable 

(

lling stock·sufficient to transport 5,200 officers and men, and 

o batteries. By 2 p.m., all the s~ldiers slated to acc~mpa~ 

lleed:~~n h:1d been m:;rched from th8ir cam.;s to the Chatt-::tnooea. 

marshaling·yards. As ra?id~ ~s each train ~~s lo~d0d, the officer 

L charge \-lOUld c:ry • 11All aboard". The engineer would pull on the 

fhrottle and the train woulrl start. up th~ track •. 66 

It took the hard-working railroaders approxi~.::-.t.aly 17 

tours to sh:LC't Stee<1.:tl.:m t s COIJ'l>Tl.1.nd f'rom Cns.tl<tnooga to co~<tan. After 

det1·ainlng at Co•o~an ~n the rnorning of the 30th, SteedrrlJ.n 1 s 

'hec.n~t.s t?Ok po;Ji.tion covering the app::oo:.1chcs to tho t0· . .Jn. At 

•• 6 p. m., Steedm,,n race i ved ano thor in;>o < tant te le;;rrun .from Tho m:: a , 

It had no~ beco~e apparent to Thom~n that Hood'~ Rebel a~u~ wan 

I striking· directly· :for Nashville. Thomas accordL'"lgly ordered 

St~ed.man to ru:.b his com:~1.::.nd to Nnshvilla. 67 

I St.eedm.'1n 1 s bluer:::> a to apont the n..\.ght of December 1 

.. I reb.;,arding the '<<ai ting car 3. 

one ~fter another, ['ulled out 

P~slnnin;; at daybrank, the trai:1o, 

I t~~16n the ·t..1•:;.in:J with St3ed,r~n'z soldiers aeozrd f.:d.led 

to ro<"tch :-Iu:r·fr0er.1 .,Jro at the scheduled hour j Rousseau bae::ln to 

;I l. fret, Woreo; tho telegraph suddenly went o''t o.l order; Rousseau 
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I 
I 

was umble to C<:>nt3.ct the stations couth of Hurfreesboro •. Fenrf'ul 

lest th~re h'ld been a wreck) Rou.:Jsenu ordered out a eo:r.struction 

train. In case there was a bad break in the track, Rousseau 

planned to use the t•m trains c-..1rrontly at ~rur.rreasboro to ·shuttle 

Steed.:>:,:m • s troops on t.o ~as1wille. 68 

· Rousseau's .fears • however, proved unfc;mndad. Goner.:1l 

Stecduun ra~choo 1-~uri'rseoboro abon:..,d the lead train nt 12:25 Po . m. 

Detrained •. Steed:'•~n hast~ned to the dispatche;o 1 s office. He 

wanted to seo if the tr~•ck ;,;era clear before proceeding to 

.!0/.::;hvillo. The dispatcher had gon9 hom,g to eat lunch, so SteecL:~'l 

W.J.:; compelled to wire Thomas for further instrnction.:J, ~/lthin a 

to continuE! to Na.s':rville. nightfall, all but t~:o o.f t.he trail1 .. 1 

with Steedr::an' s co:r:-..mnnd nboard had passed through Hurfrees'L'Oro, A 

b:reak in the track delayed these V,;o until the follo'lli.."'lg morniut:;. 69 

In the meantims, Union plan.s rogarding the ab:.mdonment 

ot th~ ra:Uroad between 1:Urfreesboro and the Duck River h.'J.d chm1ced. 

oection or the railroad. 11: ha failed to he.ar arrJthlr•g from 

Rous:,~au ~ras nfrni.d th•1t if h<:! delayed ·too lone, Confederate 
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I 
irregulars would burn tho bridges. 70 Thonqs ;::.cknowledged 

. ltousseau 1 s communication almost im.11edio.tely. Rousseau received 

the green light to go ahe~d with his propos~l. By nightfall, the 

lesignated blockhouses had been reoccupied by detachments :front the 

Ill .5th Ohio. 7l 

It took Genera]. Hilroy's cor.ll~nd, .3,000 stron;;, the 

lbetter part. of threi'J days to cover the 40 miles frorn 'i\1llahoma to 

Mur.f'reenboro. By the ti..tno Hil.roy's troops reached Harfreesboro on 

I the afternoon of the 2J, the Confederates h3.d ~~ceeded in severing 

I direct com.rrunications ~ebseen l'!u:>1'rees1::oro and Nashville. Reporting 

t,., Rousseau, Milroy received instr-.J.ctions to have his troops camp 

\Oi thin the cont:'ines of Fortress Rosecrans. I n 

D.u-in~ the ear:t_:r p;::.-rt of the night, the sleep of the 

}iurfree~i:loro Fed·3rals v.d::; d·isturbed by the sound of heavy artillery 

fire f::·o!n the n:->rthll'est. Rousseau believed that thls noise 

indicated one o~ t.wo things. Eithor the Hebels 'o~ere attacking the 

blopk.houee~ on the :eailz-oad bct"l•Jen Hur.freesboro and Nashville, 

or· t'ightiJ1f; had broken out on the Nashville perimeter. Furthermore. 

since co:r.municatio7'l~ b'3tr.-reen l.fl.1.rfrees'Loro and Nashville had been 

interrupted,· Rous.'J~~~.u ~.;3s ai'raid that the gr0yclads x.'light h.::tve 

captured th3 t;·io 1·.1~a.inJ..o:"'::J !I o.r Steednsn 1 s troops whlch h.::.d left 

YIIU'frcesbc,ro that morn:i.n;:;. (Ono of th~ trai.r..s reached Nashville 

safely-, uhile th13 other was <1ttnckcd.) 7J 
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I 
I THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS 

l:Otes Chapter III 

. Hood Invades Hiddle Tennessee 

Q.. s_. • Se!rics !, VoL XXXIX, pt. IIT., .560. 

P'ollowine··h'\.s surrender of 'rlincl'lf1ster, Virginia, to Lieutenant 

laen-oral rtichc:trd · S. E'nell' s II Corps of the Arrr.;r of Horthern 

I v·ir6inla on 

his rele~so 

June 15, 1863, 1111-roy had 1.:lCen pl.r-.c.~d in arrest. Upon 

from m.~·,:,st 1 :~\i.lro;:r had been o.ssigned u Roussaa.u' s 

; I district. 

' 3 Q.. -:,R. ~ Series I, Vol. :u:.:ax. pt. III, ,)tO; Of.fi~J,:!-2 P.os12r. Q..t 

I t:t;~ SoJ.d.ie.:";; ,....p the .Jtate of Ohto i.n thn ·.·.'~r of tb.r;} l-:~t,c>ll;<i::",· 
na., ~ .. - --- ---- -- -- --- ·- - --~-:t. 

1
1861-186,5, (Cir.clnn::>.ti, 1683), 11.;.6. Th.:~ k..tt8ricz as<Jicned b V<!n 

Clevo 1 s brigo.d0 'A(;lre: lbtt.ery D, lDt Ki..chigan Light ArC.i11ery, 

t I tho 12th r:'at tery, Ch1o Li;;ht Artillory, and th'3 8th :!::::-. t tc:rr.r 1 

/i 
~; I' 

i, Wis~omin Light .A:~·t11I.er:r. l~ajor Schult~ ho.d b~cn pl.:lced in 

I command of i•'crt..reas Ro:::;r:~1·an~1 on ~overobex- 16, 186l}. Ea had 

1 
:olieved. Li<Jutun;1.nt. C;)lon~l \li.nlk:~r E. La.'..Tence. 

Dyer. £h.::..n.:-~!1~;\.;t~'-::l QX. j~h2 r:~r Q;S. .!ill.~ lli?k.lll.:1r!a 1157 f 1299. 

I S Q. ll·, ~;;~r.lca I, Vol. XX~IX, pt. III, ,Sf..<l. lCrzyz:moHski' a 
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I 
I 
I in! an try regiments wers t ths 6th Kentucky, the 58th and 68·t.h ~~ew 

York, and the 1C6th P-nd 180th Ohio. Dattcrj K, 1st Ohio Light 

I ArtillerJ and the 9th Bat tcr-..f, Ohio Light .Artillery • ~ere also 

' assi&ned to Krzyzrinmvskl 1 s brignde., 

16 I"::;id., 5(0; Q. E_. • Serie.:; I. Vol. XLV, pt. I, 1202. 

I detachrr.ent from the .59th Oi:lio which had not been mustered out of 

service with the re~it of: the regiment was al:-;o stationed nt 

I Tullahomu.. 

'7 

Is l~i., 1029-lOJO. 

1029. 

lf~ •• 10~7-1028. 

Rlilro:;,d connoct:Lng Stevenson "Yrit~~ C~c.:1tur, Alabn..:::::.s 

I reopon.;d J:or tr::ufic by tho Federals in H.arch 180-h. 

lwd l;cen 

'Thor::.as 1 

~ I head'1unrt·s-rs were :tn Nashville. 

li 
(: l2. Ilrki• • 1023. 
' 

14 .r~Jd., 1029. Tho l.J t!'• Indlr.ma Cav:1lry ::.nri Eat ter.r D, 1st 

il ' liissourl LiGht Art:Lllery ~·~ere s-tationed nt Huntsville. 

1
. 15 !1;_id. • 1028. 

16 !bid.. 10!~6-J.O!.J.'{. A 3;·;1all force of C-!lValry re!l".ain:~d at Athens 

I Ullti.l the nieht cf tha ~.5t.h• 
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I _, 

tl 
117 

18 Ibid., 1047-1043. 

I 19 lbid •• '104S. 

·; 

AI 

I I 
20 Il:-1£1 •• 10l~7. 

Zl "T''\. • • 107C-l.071. d-~q .... 

22 I.bki.., 1071. Hilroy reported that the t''lO rifled 24-pounders, 

one 24-po•.L'11.ier smoothbore • one 12-P':>Under Ja;-nes rifle, and six J-

II 
:I 

inch ordnance rifles were e:m:1!2ced in the fort nt 'full~on:a. In 

nd.<lition, there \';as one 12-pounder hotd.tzer at the I\!ck River 
_. 

bridge and b;o field p3.ece3 at the EL'I{ River brid~c. 

I 
2) ll'~. 

::4 I'hi~~~.a • 1071-1072. 

II 25 ll~d., 1070. 

26 Ib1d. 

i I 'i.'l ll;J& •• 1099-1100. ~ 
i 28 Ibido t 1099. II 
t 29 ru.st., 1102. 

tl 
I 

JO );bid •• 1101. 

ll )1 ~Q::isi. 

)2 191.9.. l·Lilroy lnfor:.:ed Stced~an that h~ had two infantrJ 

l1 regiments (the 177th and 1.'/Jth Chio) • ono d.\s:r.ounted cava~cy 

I 
iii 
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I 
! I 

t I 
: regiment (the 12th Indiana), and one cavalry regiment (tho .5th 

~onnessee) wi~~ which to contest the Confederates' advanco. 

,; r; ru.q. • 1027. 

' 1:,4 l12i.,q. • UOl, 1102. The .5th Tennessee Ca';falry was attached to 

;) r~j~Jr Gen~ral James H. \1ilson I 3 rec~mtly constl tuted Cavalry Co~ps. 

i, l1ilitarr Divi::;ion of thP. '}:ississippi. 
•i " 

~5 Th_id., 776, 1128. In thtl attack on b'helbyvillo. the 

Captain J. c. Jackson. The 
I (

nfederatos lost one man 
\I 

a;>tc.ln was shot in tha mouth; tha ball lodged in the jar:r, breaking re ji!.WConev 

:36 g\f!.. • 776. ll27. Ai't~r crossing the r:\.vor, the Confederates 

loovoo to Berlin.. Since mrmy of hl.s 1r.en t s ho:t'ses had throHn thelr 

t 1e.~oes, Cobb halted his comr-u.:;.rrl. T-wo blacks.nith shops were 

·: ~pressed ancl the sr.'lith3 put to work reshoeing the rcounts. In the 

t:; ray' D .fishtlna, Cobb l"eportGd that 0 

•· he los-t. threa rnan - all >iounde~:h fl 
i! IL w? ltli~ 

in addition to C;;1pt.nln Jackson, 

~ J8 l'l:-irJ.. ~. 10~? -1028' P..:~~<vr.t Q,f. .tJm l::Qj!l ta !lt, G(m~~·,;J.l 9J: the s t.1 to 

I L l_llin;J&, rt (Sprin,::field, 1901), 242, Rouss~su, ho>Jov~r, wa• 

' 

rt~=~rlzed to i-'llll H~.lton 1 s dot:1chmcnt out oi' Shell.'\f'Vill<3 i:n 

f: ~se of the ~pproach of. a Dl.:ljo.c Con.ft'::derat.a striking force. 'fh,J 

~ tlot Illinois 00-d juot •·•ached Nashvil.ls bJ l>>at from P~ducoh, 
lentucky. 
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I \. 

1.1· 11 ~ Q., lioo Series I, 'lol. IL1f, pt. l, '77~~776, ll5J; Q. !!.. , Series 

1 It' Vol. XLV, pt. II, 67. In addition, Colone:&. Russell reported 

1 

I the capture of two enein~s, 28 cars, and a large amount o! iro·n, 

I 
medical, cor~~~asary, quarterrr~ster, and ordnance stores. 

Q. li•o Serie~ I, VoL XI..V, pt. I, 1152. 

I 41 l,W.d.. 1152-ll.5J. 

42 ~., ll)J. General A. J. Smitl1 1 s detacrunent (three divi$lons) 

I of tha Aro:.zy- of ~he Tennessee bad beon ordored to report to Gener21 

Thomas on October 29. At t..'l3t ti.ne, Sra..\th's troop9 were operating 

l1n western Hissouri, near the K:msas bo.rder. It. took over a rn:.mth 

to transfer Smith's command fror:1 western lfl.ssouri to the !-ti.ddlc 

Ttmr.E!S~C9· the.::tre of. operatir::ns. S~it~ is l;.luecoats reached 

Nnshv111e on N:Jve.:ribcr 30 ~.ni December 1. The tmmel wa:'l nbout t~1o 

miles enst of Cowan. 

I 4:3 l.~·],_rl. 'l'ha t::o trains, after l:elng loaded, "~era to procee:d to 

Chattanooga .. 

1~ !£J.~l. • 1153-11.5"-l-. . General Van Cle·'ls and Hajor J smas P.. 

i>j'Ulet.t of the engineers had accompanied Rousseau on his .·tour o:f 

1n~pectil)n. · 

1157. 

i our of the ten guns mounted in the Tu llaho,:ta f'ort 1.;ero 
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1 . ,. ~·::~ ~., ' ':!:~~~-~ :'S"· ~:·t,;l:~ : :" ; ~;; ;!~'·~,< , ... ;:, •':''. ~ O ,· : . ~~ • e :"'·. >~i\ :~"'\· 
.»,)"' t:~ "'"'; 

d ' _-.... ,, 

I 
I 

11 1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.I 
I 

heavy siege pieces. 

48 Ibid., 11)4. 

49 n>id .• , 11.57. 

50 Illir-·, 11.5.5· 

51 Thi!l· t 1158 .. 

52 ill,<i •• 1155· 
53 ~q. In caso Thonas wanted the Elk River bridge'abar~onod, 

the 1C6th Ohio vJould proceed to Tullahoma and rerx>rt to General 

Hilroy. 

55 -r.;. 
Ar'::.-..9.~. 11.56-U.58. 

56 Iti.Q.., 1187. }'lilroy had first broached tho question of h'hat 

should be don~" \•ith the sutlers' stores. He had wired Thom.ao, n;r 

am desired to inq:lire Ttth"Ztil.er any transpor"t<tticm can be obtain~':.~ 

tor t.."le goods of sutl(~rs and trad'3 stores; if not, it will 

occasion nur:1orous los~;es to many loyal n:en. 11 Ib.tc;i., ll86. 

57 Th_.ido 1 1137 • 

58 Ib:tt;l. , 118? -1188 • 

59 ill.£· 
60 _I1;l .. Q.. l 113o, 11G3. ~'l.n·J.crson 1 s brir.;ade consisted o!: the 12th 

Incb.ana Cav~lry (dl:;;;r.0unted), the l77th and 178th Ohio Ini'ant.rJ 
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Regilnents, and a detach.>nent of the .59th Ohio Infantr-.r. 

61 ;tbid. • U86. 

1 62 !big. Evidently, Thomas denied Rosecrans' request regarding 

~ 

I 
tl 
~ 
I 
I 
I 

·,I 
I 
I 

I• 
~. 

I 
.I 

tba 21st Indiana·Datter,r. Instead of re~ining at Fortress 

Rosecrans, th~ Irdi<mians proceede-J to I~a!:hville. 

63 ll21!'J.., 1192-1193. Krzyzanows:d 1 s command was posted as 

!allows: J(.>8 men or tho~ 106th Ohio, and a 100-ll"..an deta.cr..ment of 

the 1st Hichiean Engineers, \?.·ere at Elk Tiivar bridge; ·the 180th 

Ohio, and 45 troopo::rs of the 5th Tennessee Cavalry, ·..rere ~t 

Decherd; a 37-~~ detachn~nt of the 106th Ohio was stationed at 

Co~san; the bridge across Gerrard Creek and the tunnel were watched 

b] 1~6 m3n frow the lC6th Ohio; detueh..11~~nt:J tot.:1llng 231' .:>f'iicers 

ar.d men !'!'om t:1e lC6th Ohio garrisoned Blocld'lousea 21-:3.5; 94 

bluccaat3 f'roa tha 6th Kentl.\cky occupied /L"'lderson and 'Baos; 

Stevenson w.':l.s bold by the 58th New York. a deta.chm.ent of the 106th 

Ohio, and Battery K, 15t Ohio Light. .Artillery; the ',•fido-.1 • s Creek 

bridge was gum.-dGd by 29 men from the 5Bth Ne# York. 'I'h.;; (;3th New 

York and the 9th Ohio Datt.-ery were stati·::mcd at Brid~epcrt. 

61+ J12.iQ.. ' 11.59. 

6.5 Ibid., 1050. 

6G ;:'Qi.·.1 .•• , r:.r.2-5"''l, 5v~9. '"'"ee'~. 'lfl 3 "' •o r.- 1 1 tc-' "'th ,~ ... , .J.I • .JV v., ,.:,"' -..41,. ~ c. f.l."i\C. .u cons ::; -v. 0.1.. • e _J ... ~ 

Ohio I:h.t'antry, the 68th Indiana. Infantry, tho 6th Indiana Cavalry 
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I 

- (dismounted) 1 the 14th, 16th, and 4lJ.th U. S. Colored Inf:antry, 

casual detachments from the XIV, XIII, and XX Ar~ Corps, and the 

18th Ohio and 20lh Irdlana Batteries. 

67 IbM., !)OJ,' 510; Q. ,U., Series I, Vol. X!Jl. pt. n, 12-1). 

68 Q. £i,, .3erie::J I, Vol. X:'/~ pt. II, 12. 

69 Ibid •• 12-lJ. so. 
70 Thid •• 12. 

71 IQ.ij,. 

7J ~. R •• Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. II, so. 
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'I'HE HIS'tCRY OF FO~TaESO ROSZC:tA1'lS 

Chapte:t• IV 

Tho ccmbut..:ready div-isior. o.r thn >-':.:r:try o:f 'fenness~e led 

.follo,-ring the doaperat.a battle fought lhet"o ·on the last day o:f.' 

c:a.-np and started for HashviD.o. Eeforo the column had procsadt-.d 

VC!'Y f'3r, a courier overtook Gen~ral Bate. He handed Bate a cor;J 

Fra•'1!dln Che.at~nt. (Th.i..3 ~tter of.ficor coFnnn..i"ll.ied the corps to 

\ihlch B<!to 1 s division t.;;•as aasiznc-«i.) Cheatham, after h.:J.ving 

er.:iorsed tho cow-uunicati.on, h:ld fol"' . .;ard>xl it to Date. 1 

Glancing at the dispatch, Bat0 found that he was to taka 

1-.i~~ ell vi~;:ton ani one b.'1 t ta.ry ol' artillory and move upvn 

Chuttanoo~a Railroad .fl~O!l }!ur:fr.<leaboro to Nashville.. 'l.'he 

blockhmJ.se::J 1r1h:Lch i:.i1c FIJdt3rals h.:td e-r3cted for tho protection of 
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I 
I 

· lat. Colonal Be1~jc.mln J. Hill and 1.50 cavalr;rruen had besn 

directed to co-operata \orith his colum.1. 
2 

I The capable Bato 1..m.J!'.edi.;J.tely mov·~d to carry ont Hood 1 s 

[
t.ru~ticns. After· halting his troops, nato had the:n retrace 

l.r steps. ?.e-enterlng F.ra<1klin, the heJ.d of th9 cob.l~.Lll turned 

Ito tha Triune road. Before the infunt.rymen had gone ve~J far, 

· they ware overt~ ken by t."te crack 5th Company. i.-l'ashington Light 

Jull<Jry. _ The !.ouisia~ artillerists with their three guns 

been· detail~ by Colonel Helanct.hon S:nJ.th, Cheatha.!ll 1 s chief of 

ltUlery, to nccoiii:~nmy t!!e expedition. 'fr;J dusk Bate's soldiers 

rriJ <:!t Trl~nc I i.Jh~n-1-J th'-;!,7 ~r;mt the ni2:ht.. At this staza cf tho 

eom'Uct, t.ho Cdr.fr.dcracy Has .'m lts t.uilight. Bate 1 s once 

lcrr1l':!:J.blo com.'natri h.:-.d ·~ee.-1 reclucod to nrxmt 1,600 officers and 

men. Thls figu.r2 included H.i.ll 1 s troopers ancl the lDuislana 

Lti.lle~ l~ta o J 

On the Jd~ B: .. il:.o tu~ned his command out at an e~rly hour. I. 
i19 ~oon aa the !7~.7clads had e.'\ten thotr brea.Y..l.:.at, they 't·N~rG 

trdo:roo t~., f;ul in.. Hhon t..h.e march -wa~ l'osumed, the column ~wu;jg 

1 to th~ loft ar.d he:~de<.l up the ':\ol.ensville pike. Several milea 

Lr~Jl of 'hi•.J...n~J, Bn1:.e tur-tJ::::·:i hls soldie.rs lnto Dol9 Jack ro;1d. 

IUnJ.ike tho pJj(:3• th;:J I:ole J:1ck r-o::d \11.:1:3 n,)t, W.lC.'ldo..'ni:::ed and the 

advance :.fa:3 slo~;c:.:::l.. lU~'.i'ttf.J.ll f(".lr,t.i the Coofcdurates c:.:Inped at 

I 
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1
11 ',;ilkinson's Cross-Roads. oota had {lUCC3ede.':i in penetrat.:'.ng to 
ll 
I w-lthin six miles of Hurfrees"coro 1-1ithout encountering nny 

~~~ opposition. Fu.rther.~.ore, an improved ro<-1.d (tho ~1ilk:i.nson pike) 
! ~ 
'' afforded the Confederates an excellent. line of adv!!nce in case 

I' I they ·~hose t.o attack Fortres::; H.osec:r?.ns. 
4 

It was after dar~ before Bate heard anything f':rom Hood. 

i.'hen il~ did, t:.1e mflssage was dated the 2d. Twenty-four hours had 

elapsej ·~et·.,:oen the ti!lit: the courier had left. Hood 1 .s headquaTters 

11.nd the tirr:e he had rlcden up to Bate's cortlln..trid post. Hood 

informed Bate that he ha~ lsarned from several civilians that 

I ther~ were "&oma ,5,000 Ycnke<~s fit Murfrees'borouc;h". 

th:i1 llev.J'lcp.::J.l::ot (i;oo::t h~-:l ~l.:<;•r;.ctecl the Fed.m:.:1lr. to pu.ll out cr 

In view of 

II 
I 

~ •. 
61 

1• 

Hurfreesboro tn the face o.f. hiu advance on 1hs!willc.), tho arnzy-

COir.!r.f:'.nder notified :tiate that General Forrest was undm~ order~ to 

aond cavalry to hit' ::t~si:~tancr;). Eata, howevet-, •,.;as cautio:ned to 

act accol'ding to hi8 ov;n judgment, in vleH of the continued 

oecup.n.tion of I·~urfrces"ooro b'.:r the I•'ederals. At all timl')3, Hood 

the railroad • .5 

In the tneantl::n~, sc=.)uting parties from Colonel 11111 1 a 

mounted co;n.-:.~.rid had b8GXl roconnoi te:dng the appro ache~ to 
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t1· U"''· on force, est irr.a t. _,, .::!_t .t"ro!l1 6. 000 s ong ....... 1;:\,L # 

held Hu.r.freesboro. Gancral P.ousseau 1-ms 

COl!U:tnr.der of th~~ Un:ton g.:.u-rison. Sinc9 Ba.te h~td 

reaction to this intelligence, ikte .for· .. z:.:rded t.he no'.o1::3 to his 

on tho rr.orning of th.J 4'i:.h. 6 

General Forro:Jt had crossed the Big Harpeth Rlve't' at 

D~c<.l:.nber 1, t.~w.nt.y~:our hours ahead or Bate's CO!ll.'ll'Uid. 

Jackson's h....-u-d-rldinr; division;:;. Forn~r.;t advanced up tho Hilson 

~ver the w.ithdraHal of Ocr!eral .Scho.t'.ield 1 ~.:; ar••l.Y into the 

Nashvlll~ defer.ses. Sl:n~9 tho Yar:kees sermed disl-Josed t•) dispute 

his advance, Gr;:m.~ral Il'on:es-!-~ orderod C.::r;')i-.::lin John ',.], Ecrton to 

ha••e l"ir: C"'"' .... '"'"'•·,.:..='1:--o"'. unli'1:~~""r tho~r t"•-)t·r ('"'''"'"' . . - ~ ........ , . ., __ ·~ ''·-"' .,... . " ~- , ..... __ ,. As soon as the 
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I 

ope.ration!J ... :h:tch ensued, l~ufor-.3. • s gr€:yclnds cap,tured 

sev~ral of the Fedel·als. 7 

After breaking contact ld th the Rebels, Ste1..rro-t, 1 s 

cavalr<Jmen fall back on Brent:.mod. He:t•e, they rejc)ined ;.;11son' s 

corps. :Frow. 3rentv:Jod, '.•:i ls<'::n 1 s conu.:ud r-rocee::ied t,., Tho::~ps?n 1 "' 

Chapel on the i~olensville piks. After placing his rnen in 

~sitions, Hilson peradtted the:n to c.smp for the night. 

R~veille n~undoo in the cnn:.:ps of tho Uniott cavalry at an 

early hour on the 2d. Afte.r the mert ha.d eaten, th~y were formod 

and tr..J.~tere<"l. It -,.,.:s not yet dayllcht r,rhen the troopers znovsd c;;.t, 

and turned into th•3 ~~olensvllle pike. Mto't" passing through th0 

halted his corr..:!llnd and rep">rtcd to Gener.!ll Tlli>;n.:>.s. Lato in i:.ho 

aftcrnr)on, Wilson. in ::\.Ccordance with Thomas' 1.n8truotionn, 

crossed his c:orps to tho north side of tho Cumberland Hiver~ 

Reaching tho right b~.nk of tho river, Wilson's troopers hal ted and 

8 bivouacked in and arouxv.J Edgefield. 

Genoral For:L·est' s other cavalry division (Brigad~_er .. 
Genoral cTa.r:tlC~ n. Chalr.'.er.s') ~d ford9d the BiG i-'!.arpeth P.iver 

belot-I .b'rankli:r;. o~· the 19t.. Oalnlng the H.illsbm·o pike, Cha.l;~ors 1 

troopers i'vr-g•~d l'opici.ly aho.:.d. Forrest 1 s pla(l of operations 

C::olled fer the two Confederate mounted colu.t1'JlG (hi~ o·:m and 
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·rhe Coufeder~to le-:1dor felt 

~ th!l.t, if thi3 t:.Gne1.n•er were iil\C<1essful, he !J~ight be able t.o C'.lt 

;, ~~rr are dest..roy a portion o:r Schofield~ s ar .. v. At this t.im~, th>'l 
~~ 

l' Rebel cavalryv-..an kntm that the Union in.l'ant.ry ,..-as ln full r~trt:at 

~p t.hc Franklin p5.ke, \~h<::n th~ he:::td of his colutr..:..'1 reached a p"::>int 

tn _ tha Hillscoro p:D<e '>pposite ::3rcntiio0d, Cb.11l:r.ers called a brief 

halt. leaving the H:\.llsboro 11ike. Ch.'llrricrs' t1·oopers headed 

' l~ast;-:o:rd·, !:'.OVin.; cx·oss-cm.:.nt.rJ to'.-l:n·d :~rent:·:ood. 9 

1 1 
. After having forced Stev.rar t,' s bluecoat:J to abandon Owen • s 

Cross-~oo.ds, Forres l co:ntinu:::d ills adv::mce up the Hilson pike. .1\t 

1 
1l?r~nt~-:ocd, Forrest's and Ch~lr:rcrs' c::JlU!!ll13 rendezvous~. 'L'he 

Conf'e-.l.ar:1t·~!S, ho~.;ev~r. -..era di!>~L~po:...nt.tJd to ::.anrn on qu~'lst.ioninr, 

the inh~bitants thn.rJ the la3t of Schofield 1 s infantry had passed 

Fr<!nkl:\.;:l piko se•1eral honrs bei\a·e ~ 

.Apparc;ntly undaunted, Forrest determined to nw.krl one 

b.lueccat!j diractJ.y Ui) th9 Fzoanklin piko; Forre.c;t. lrith Bul.\::rd 1s 

atld Jackson's division.~>, •,;ould again s;·Jing to the oast. &J 

Utilizing t.he 1~oleru;vill?. p1.ke, F.y('r::.·st hoped to re.::.~h th-3 

lia3bville dei'·3ns~:J ::thC'ud of t;ch,.Jf:\.-:!J.d 1 ::; :riOJal' (';unrd. If h0 were 

succot.:s:f.\\1 in hi~ race ··rith tho lede••:1.l:3, FrJ!:rcst t.:oul0. t,u:•n his 

Co!iL-r~r:-d to the west an"- blot:l·: the Fr'"nklln pike. 10 
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I 

I Forr~st' s r.mst.er pL'U'l, ho>-rever, •.;as doomed to' fail. The 

Federals h:1d too long a head at:u·t. Even l:eforc Forrest 1 s column 

I reachf!d the 1'-:olensville pike, tho generalIs scouts L"'lf'or·med. hLn 

I 
thG. t the last of Sch-::field 1 s ini'antrj" had entered the Nas!wille 

I Buford's and Jackson':; troo_pel'S to .bivouac f'or the night. In the 

t'\Ca!iti~e. Chalm3r3 I greyclads r..a.d penetrated to rlithin fo'..lr miles 

I of the frJrti.·fi~::ttions gu<:roin; the a:pproach to ~hshvllle. 

I 
Re~llzlng that the YankeeG had vr:>n the race for l;ashYilla, Ch:;.lmers 1 

cav~drymen halted and ca1nped on either side of the Franklin pike. ll 

Th0 fli-1Xt rrcrning (the 2d), Forr0st l~sued instruct.l.on.'J for 

Ch.:tl.·i<'!r~· to 5'h.Lft hi.S d.i..vision to tho left and blockade the 

Hi!.lsboro .orr.d l:brdin pi!<es. At the same ti.ne, Forrest pl.3.nned to 

1 
s;·:iq; to tae e:.:tst. 1:itil .Eu.fo!·cl 1 s ar.ri J3ckson's divisions. 

ticuld us~ the troopers of the:se two combat--.dse commands to cut 

Forre:;;t 

Col'!~::un ca ... 1.ons ce He~n :•as. v-:.. e an .i:-.ur1.rees -oro. I i .. ' ' t ,. h . 11 d . . .. b 12 

E~ly on the 2d, Forrest had his coluu:.l'l on the road. 

I .AdvancLig r.::1pidly up the Nolensville pike 1 Forre!.lt' a troopers 

1 
arr.tved in front •).f r.lv~ :Nashville d""ti'enso. 

reached this point !;hn·tJy af'ter thn l.:J.:::t of :,;iLJon 1 s CJiri.rJn 

Th:~ Rebel hot•ser;:-:::n had 

I troof~r!: lu;,<l ontered the fortU'icntions. .F:rom their position on 

tho hills ~;~Jl.i thea:>t cf th·:) c ~ t.y, th8 g:re;rclad::.; c--:>:t U dis t"l.nct l~r 
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see the state capitol. Pendi.ng the arrival of Hood's infantry a.nj 

a.rt.ilL~:rJ, ?'orrest p-rep:::red to driv'3 in the l<'eder~l outposts. 
I' 

~neral Buford was directed to proceed to lUll Creek. Buford 1 s 

troope::-s were to take position near the Ir.s2.ne A!Jylw:r, <md guard 

where it was and watch the Nolensville pike. 13 

w'hile en routa to the In3ane Jh-ylu.'ll, B\.lford 1 s butternuts 

croesed the Nashv:i..lla .arxl Chattanoot;a Railroad .•. Af'tc.·C' cutt.tn; the ... \, 

teleeraph,. Buford org~nized and detached a co;r.bat teaiTl. This 

group wss glvcn tho task of c.:1ptu.:cint; and burn:\.ng the Unioll 

blockh:m~~s ~hlch gn2rde-d the thi·ee railr·~ad bridge::-1 across Hill 

the re.nainder of his ct!.vi~icn to establish a roa.d';:.lock on the 

,. . '11 •· f' . '1 14 
"'asnv~ _e-du.r r·ecsr..xn:·o ;n.xe, · 

Pending ·the arrival.of Hood 1s sold:i.ers, Ge:neral ChaL'net•s ·. ~;. ' 

deter;rJ.ned to uc.u one of his brig.lclcs 1 (',olon:::l Eclinund ~I. Rucker 1 s 1 

,_'! 

" 1 ·., 

-1 .. J /r 
to hold the Franklin p":l..ke. ChaL""l:->r!" 1 other tr·iJ,~"'.dt:l, l"'d by .. 

r 

Colonel J:.1.ccb B. Biffle, lias se:nt to block.·de the Hillcboro and 
~ I 

" ; ;· ~ ~ I. 
. I : .. :: ~ ~ ' 

·-:I t 
. ' l!ardi.t1 pikes • .Bi.f..!'1!';! 1S and Ruc!<er 1s tr.oc,per-9 encctmt<0red no 
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I One of i:.hc two trains ~ti th unH,s frma Steedman 1 s command 

wh~ch haa been d2layed reached t-:ashvill3 tefore ?.uford 1 s troopers 

I cut the r!lllt·oad. The second train, carrying the 4!.vth U. s. 

Colored Infant:t·y ,:l_ild Co:npani..es 1\ and D. ll~th U. S. Colored 
1 I IrJ.\;.r;tz-y, ~:a~> n~:;t. S.;) i'ort.u.;~t~. i3oth trtd.n:> had be~n held up at 

I Murfro:::esboro us a resuH. of a d~railn1~nt. 

of the 44th U. S. Colored Ini'antr;:r uas in 

Colonel Levris Johnson 

charge of the seco~d 

I train. By the r...,·n·ning of the 2d, the r:d.lroad rap!l.ir cre'.-ls, 

detaiJ.ed by C.)lo:nal Johnson, had th3 assi.st~J by fati£:;~.\S partias 

lengine and car3 back on th~ tracks. As soon as the loco.~tive had 

! ltuUt u~ a head o.f gtcam., 

~ -"-'1·1 h>:.(lr.cr f'~r · r'i:1;:;hville. 

the tr.:iin pulJ.ecl a:way .frv::t 1·1ur.f'rco..';boro 

16 

-I 'l'h"J bloc!{hou.se $Chcduled t? be at tacked first by Buford's 

Cci:lbat. t~2•.u w~s heJ.~l bJ n 

ll::y hard~bitte:n Li.e;.ttet,ant 

l second o_ne ~-outh of Na::Jhville, t.;;~s kno·.-m as Blockhouse N::>. 2. 
i 

tit·: "'as flosig·flr-!d to coc.:.a::::md the •niddle cno of th~? thr·!)e railro.~d 
Jridges wh:\.ch cpa .. nod tn.:).:m-:iGrbg ~:Iill Creek •.1i thin a mt 1e. 17 
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I 

~· ~ ~eYIC·:J:,;c:rs, :th'9 lleuter.rrnt observed that a lurc;e number of the.-u 

1: ~ere cl::::.d in Feder:~.l garb. As ~he anxious Y3.nkee5 watch: .. >d, the , 
,, 

~ 

trs~men de?loyed anci 

Before tho cav.:1lrym·~n 

slowly 'beg:.m to sutTound th9 blockhou!je. 

could co:nplete ti~cir im:cst!n.ent of the 

i ltoc:·~:tde, the sr"rill •·:his tlc! .-;.t an en_;ir.s. w:..s heard.. 
~ 
~ (ain ~:;u.ff'cd into \·ieHI, tb-:1 Ui1.ioe>.ns were chaored to d.i.:Jcover th:\ t 

:1 18 J t wa~ lo~d~~ ~ith Negro uoldiers. 
'· 

) 

I 
were deployed near the blockhouse, he shouted for tho englnt3er to 

lroce~d ;,;ith caution. 1'l-.e train accordingly approacht-'<i the 

blockhou::;e -..:ery slo~il.J!. J;.t::;t. .:ls ths t=mgine pulled on to th-,1 

l't'id!-~e. a 111.asked 'b:1ttel'Y 1~o2.t·-ed. into act.i.6n. iiit-3 Here sc:n·cc 

the locorr..otive ar.d th~J first car. Several ·1nen ~.o~$re wounded a;.1d 

thg engine disabled. {.:t.)lor.el Jobn~on re.:>.lized that it ~-muld be 

lulcldal f•)r hls tr·cops to rerr..:l.in aboard the crowded car.:;. He 

bellm-1~d instr11ct1.ons for hi.-:: men to 

ltoc~da. Since h~ had r:ot seen ~i.ny 
detrain and take cover in the 

si:;ns of L.\euten.:mt H~rter or 

lia svldiers, the colon~l believed that the blockhouse had been 

llbar.don0(:.. Leaping off th~ car.s, thi) !~8 1rl·oes and their v<hi to 

I ~ 
ffic:ers r."'.\C•3d tmw.rd the little fort. 

Ur_:on roaching the si:.ock.:1doJ t~Hcl colon<:Jl nnd ni.:s ::ccr. wero 

:.li~m:;yed to fl11d it occupied ?;:Jy Lieutenant Harter's detachment. 
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one look convinced Colonel Johnson th;:1t the:-e li!2S in.sufi'icient 

the blockhouse t~ shelter~· ooth the Ohi0.r..ns and his 350 men. 

::na-t tars '\';orse, the Co:n:teder:J. te art.illtJr ists no<:; turned 

their guns on the 'fort. 'ThfJ colonel was cor.1pelled to form his 

~llle his officers were ral~ng their men, Colonel 

John!:'on made a hast . .)" rec·:>-llnaissance. Ho observed that a high hlll 

,SOC yards east of the railroad dm:1inat'ed the stcckade. A nu1nb~r 

ot Euford' s dis1nounte<:l troopers hnd already taken possession of 

the hill. From thts c~;:u;:t3nding position, they snip:!!d a"1ay at the 

Federals~ Johnson -was convinced th;tt. if his m~n were to eso?.pe 

ordm·ed :\ stron..o.,; detach:w:mt to rush tho Rebel sharpshooters. The 

bl1lecoats were re.~ulsed in t.'ht::ir effo:ct to carr-y tho crest. 

Ur..daur1te:d, Johnson h3d his · s:Jl.rli.;)rs take covor on the lo\·rer slope. 

Here the Negroes dug in. lags and stumps ~rero used as breastworks 

b.t thn de::;~er~ t~'! ]'eder.als. Protected by their improvised 

~ort.ificC'l.ticns, the Yan:-.:€es retur·ned the Confed·er&tes 1 flre. 20 

A!'ter severa.l hours' h~avy fighting so:na of Johnson's 

SU.bordir.Htes appc-c-acheJ tho colonel. 'I'l1<1Y told him that their 

SOldiCl'!l had ab.ost e~>austed t~!o IJ.O round~ ~~hich they ~arried in 

thai.r cartridge-boxas. Johnson _pro:nptzy reJ . .;qed this in1'orm.."ltion 
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::1-·Ue'.ltcnant H.J.rtcr. The lieutenant ordarad his ordnnnce 

:~ert:;eJ nt to give Johnson 1 s con".zr..and 2, 000 rounds. After thi.s 

;Jnunition l'..nd 'teen distrU::-I.ltP.d 1 it enabled the Negroes to hold 

I
t in the face of the heavy pressure being constant~ exerted qy 

' e. Confederates. D<..~.::.~ing t.~e a.ft~rnoon. ruf0rd Is dim:zol.lnted 

ltoopers launched several sharp attacks on the bluecoats. 

'thrusts were easi~ be~ten off. 21 

These 

All the ;..;hile. tho Reh2)1 Mnnoneers conttnued to shell 

lie blockhouse. In em effort to knJck out the dafenders 1 the 

1-tillerist.s sought to ~-:hnel th'::lir pieces clo3er to the stockade. 

uell-direct.e:.'<i t.tr~ of :the blueclad3 1 h::mever, forced the 

Soutne:-m~r.s to sbiC.t thGil' piece!! frcqu..-:mtly. F'lnally, abuut 5 

·I· m,, the butternut cam1oneers succ·3eded in manhar.dling one of 

their guns into position en the hill east of the r~ilroad. After 

loading the cannon. they P'..l~hed it to the crest. It wns sighted 

r fired. 

reloading, 

The recoil thre·,.r the gu:n back out of sighte After 

tha :J.rtillerbts pu~hed the gun bacl< into battery and 

lhoa op?ratlon ua::: repeated •. Tho entlro procedure was carried out 

so rapidly th:c>t th·J Federals w:2:..·e unable to concentrate a sufficient 

lolur:e of s:nall-ar::Js fire on tho c:ceiJ to dinconcert their aim., 

··tthir. a fe>~ mlrJlt.os, tho 

kout tower t.? p:\.tices. 

Cor.f'~dt~rate gunnern had knc·~~kod the 

~lu.d., they focused their attention on 
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'I 

I 
penetrated tha h~av,y timbers. 

blockhouGe, kill:ing the railroad conductor ar.d wounding several c: 

I LieutenP..nt llarter' s OhiO.:l.;"\.S. 22 

Fortun~te1y :f'•)I' the bluecouts. darkness soon bl.:lnket::::! 

. I the area. /~though tJ1e C":>ni'ederata artillerists ceast:.>d firing, 

of nig.."lt, Colonel Joh:1son regroupsd his c:::m::1and. 

the disHl":>Unted troo~rs continued to b2.ng a·,u;::ro· 

I 
Under the C0'!:!::" 

I soldiers det:1iled to rr.an a line ()f outp:>sts, th.~ bluec,nts fell 

Inspectir1~ his troops, Johnson l--Ias back to thu bbckhouse. 

I shocked to learn th>t there was ver;r little amlr.unit:.icn ki't. 

th·:ref'ore 1.1/UneJ ili.s znen to hold their fi.re. Tht-y Here to resc:~-r~ 

the fe-.,1 rounds re!naln:\.ng in their cartridge-boxo3 for use durin~ 

:I the as3::1Ult >-lhl<!h Johnsen anticipatcci, 
23 

~ In tho meantime, Lieu tenant Harter had made sn 

11 in~pection ol' the damag.e to the stockade. Ho found that the 

, , Conteder.Tt.o boa1h::n•clment had reduced the bbc:ch:msa to a 11r>..liro:.:s 

I eondl tion" • Fttrthcl•Piore, lho lieut.e;"~n.nt ';:3 corr..:und Ha.s al3o 

~ COnfronted i.1y an a~nr .. mit.ion ohor l:.nge. ~r"rt-~r im:c..-:d kte 1y .... ,. 

""' 1 ,_ ....... on;mnicat.ed this dist.res3lne inror:natl•:-n b Co onol John.son. 

I Upon ev;:~luat.ing th ... ~ avail~ble ir.for:•l.:J.tion, Johnson 

I. 
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I 

I 

"has hopel<?ss. Alraady, t~e dcfen!::e of 

1-'<:3derals one-thi:rd of their streneth. 

(Of the 3;2 officers and r:-:~n er.;:-'1,3ed, 12 h:1d been killed, 96 

wounded 1 and 57 -were rniz;;!in~;.) Johnson determined to f.rvacuate the 

blockhOl.l$~ and tr;}' to fi~ht his w2.y thnuch to ~Eashvllle. 

taken by nssault or surrender, 11a butcl':ery t.rould follow". In 

addition, the t.!olonel h~lieved th.:1t, if it were JX>Ssible for the 

I\.:Lshville :?ederals to se:rl reir-..fnrce:~znts, they -v1:mld hav·~ a lre~·.d.y 

&rrivod. 
"25 

Orders Here L~s!led to abandon the fort. 

At ):JO a. m., tha Fedorals left the blockhouse. 

Ccntr:U:"'J to Colo:.cl J~hnCjon•s· fl3flr'-9, th-:-l bluccoats c"'usht the 

pas3ed through tho Rabl-11 linGs with0ut being challen~l'..>:<:l. Th~? -re~;-t 

of the 1r.:;.rch was unev&nt!'ul. Colonol Johnson's tmd Li•.;,ut~~nant 

lit!rter's troops ente!"ed the Nashville perimeter about daybr:Jak. 26 

It W.:t.!J late on the .afternoon of the 2d when Hood 1 s 

infanh·y and artiller-.r rc:1ched the Nashville .n-rea. Hoving id:.o 

Contr;deratcrl bep;an t.J ent-rench. Lieuten:J.nt General Steph!-m D. ke 's 
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I 

I Corps t-~'«.9 posted in tl:e cen!",er, its center restin::; astz:ida the 

Lieu tenant General Alexander P. Stew-art's Co.rps · FrarJ.<lin pike • 

I was stationed on the left; Hajor Gemerc-.1 B. Franklin Cheathan's 

I 
2'7 held the right. 

~oiith the arrival of Hood 1 s infantry, Forrest 1 s troo;:-ers 

I co11ld be :r·elievecl of the nP.c~ssity o:f having to watch tne Nashville 

perimeter. Hood accord.:i.ngq inforrlled his cavalry leader that 

I he ;;'aS to att.ack the TJnivn COi<lJTi\lnication lln•)s. A stronr.; mcunted 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

force ....-auld be sent to operate ''upon the railroad, block-hou:3es, 

and tala graph lines 11 connecting Nashville "Mi th 1-!urfree sboro. In 

ac!dit.ion, 'Fcrre.st. 1 s troo;0rs ~:e-r. :· :·_, sea if th'3y could interfere 
I 

App.:rrently, Hood did not know that a strong COJlbat tea."!l from 

Buforcl' s d:!.vision had Gh'eady attacked Bl·::>ckho:.1se !b. 2. 28 

At d~break on the Jd, Euford's cavalrymen prepared to 

ren'9:.; their attack on the atocl~'lde. 'dhen the bluecoat3 .i'~iled to 

return their fire, 9onfeder.:.tt.o s~ir;nishers advanced i:.o investigate. 

To thcil..:. ch:J.gr1n, the Southernors discovered that the Y:mkaes had 

escaped during th3 ni;.;ht. A:ftnr p11ttln~ tc1e torch to the battered 

blocklluUf.:e, th3 x·ailro~d briCi.gc acr.:;m~ l'..ill Creek, and tha 

abandor,ed tr:.1in, the :5outhorn~l~s prepared to r.1ove aga.inst 

BlockhoU9e No. 1. 29 
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A 110-rnan de'.:.achr.~Zn't .fro:;1 the ll5th Ohio commanded by 

Lieutencmt Jacob N. Shaffer garrisoned Blocl<hou3~ No. 1. This 

stCJckada -vras located on the railro~-1.d four miles fro:n t:.:1sbv.l.lle. 

Since Blockhour;o No. 1 Ha3 cnly a mile fro:..1 Blockhouse I-Jo. 2. it 

appe~•rs th~t Colonel Johns-:m did. rr..:-t Harn Ueuten:.mt Sha.ffE':r Hhen 

he rctirGd into the Nashville defenses. Furthe:rmore, Johnson 1 s 

troopers must. have bypassed Elockhcusa lio. 1 when thf;y retreatsd, 

c~c .. 1.use Sh.:ffer 1 s soldlars r:1ad.e no effort to escape until it ·.;:as 

too lata. )O 

Vi.sitinG Bufo:rd' a com..~L::md post n~ar the In.'3an0 Asylu.m on 

the tno:::-ning of th;;) 3d, forrest dircctoo the division cmnm:mder to 

att.acl-::ed BlocY" .. hou:'::e l!c. J. B\.ti'ord 1novt:Kl crom-ot 1 ~r to car:::"'' out 
I ... • -.,., • J 

Fo:rrcnt 1 s instructions. St.rikin(:; s\tlftl_y, tha Hsbels S'.l'tToundc<l 

t~c b:o blockhcuseso. 

' 
!tftor inve!.lting BlocldlO'l31Q ~!o. 1 the Southerners sent. 

forward e. truce party to derr.and its surrer-.der. Lieutsmmt 

Shoi'fer refus1:!d. To soften up th":::) d.cJ.fenders, 'Japtain Horton 

orc\cr::>-:1 lrl.s artillery into posit.ion. Unlilllbe:ring t.hclr pie\!cs, 

the T~mr~essco c~nnonoers began to hamm~:~r a.'if.'J.J' at the stockade •-li t.h 

shot and :3~1'.~11. ~'hn YarV-('!es replied with their srnall-arm~. 

\ihenever · th~ 'Fedc:t'!.J.ls' fire seemed to sl~cl<:en, a Southern ofn_r.8r 
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would ride fo!'1iard wlth .a to~hite flag to see if they wert;J re.1.dy to 

l.a_y dmm t.heil• ar:ns. Ou three d:lffer<!nt oCC-:i3ions, the rugged 

lieutenant rejected the Hei)els' term:;;. By late afternoo)'l, the 

Ohioans' morale falt~rt~d. Despite their prolonged resistance, it 

ap~eared to the.:., th·1t thP.y· had been uh:mi::l!1ed bJ their fr:i.er.ds. 

The blockhouse hc.d been pounded to pieces, and ten of their 

comrades were deJ.d and another 20 wounded. hhon the butternuts 

sent in their ftftll flag of the day~ Lieutenant Shaf.fer surrendered 

his com:nand. AftE:r burning t.he bloclv.'1ouse and the railroad bridge, 

the Conf'ederntes returnP.d to their·camp at the In:Jane Asylur:1. Jl 

C2.ptaln Den."lL-.g N. r.o~.~·rey was in charge "! the J2 men 

fro;n the ll)th Chio ch~.rgea Hith the defense of Blockhou.so No. J. 

This stockade wus located near .Antioch, Surrounding the blockh.:>u~e, 

13-J.ford 1s rnen so'l.ight to parley with the Yankees. Captain !£'.J·,rrcy 

refused to listen to the Coni'edera tes 1 proposals. Rebui'fad in 

their efforts +..o talk the bluecoats tnto giving up, the Rebels 

brougnt up thE~ir P.rtillery. The cnrmoneer3 quick:cy placed their 

pieces in ·oatte~J and opened fire. In a successful effort to 

protect themselves i'i:'q.m the Union sharpshooters, the Southerners 

threw up breast,.,Jork.s :l.n f::..·ont of Umtr f.ield pieceFJ. Evidently, 

the urtillcristfl w?re getting short of arr:LJrunition, becaus•.:! they 

seerned r0luctant to SPlother the de.fer.tiors under a .storm of shot 
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and shell. After holtling out for J6 hours, ~ptain towt"ey 

!jUITS!'..dered to General D1;.£ord. During the siege, the blockhouse 

had been stru~k b.1 90 projectiles. ~2 

Ono of Gener~l Jackson's two brigades, Brigadier General 

r..c:.w-rsnce s. Ross' , was en~~~ged on the )C.. Ross 1 troo.f>erS had 

taken position on t."le 2d astride the Nolensville pike; outposts 

~ere pushed to w-ithin three miles of Nashville. To Ross 1 f'ront 

was a line of rifle pits. Ross • on tne morning of the )d, .. : 

determined to mak~ a forced reconnaissance to see if the U1uonists 

' 
held t.hese works ln strength. !\NO squadrons of the 6th Texas 

cavalry were dismounted and deployed as skirmishers. Y.'hen they 

advanced, the 'rexan~ discover"<'cl that the ent-.·enchments were held 

h1 a line of outposts. The Union pickets fell back, ho~ever, 

before the Te·;<.:'\ns r11ere able to close with them. Shortly thereafter, 

Ross' troopers were rel:.eved by one of Stewart 1 s infantry units. 

F.etiring to their ca::1p, Hoas' 'texans rejoined Jackson 1 s division. ~:3 

On the mor-ning of the 4th, 1-'orrest received a fresh set 

of inst:cuctions from G.;mcral Hood. .de was to a:ove on 1-lurfre&sboro 

with buford's t> .. nd Jackzon 1 s divisions. Two hundr~d and fifty 

trooper3 were to be left bch ind to plcket the countryside between 

tte Na~hvilla pik'3 o.nd th.J C:w.:-,cerland River when Forrest tr..:J.rched 

toward Nuri'reesboro. After relaying this· ini'orruation to Buford 
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NiXOn 1 1J Tonnessaa Cavalry 3.egi.ment. NL-ron 1 s t1·oopar:; had drawn 

the assignment of guarding the right f lan .. '< of Hood 's c.r:ny. Since 

the advance on Murfreesboro was scheduled for the morning of the 

5th, Jackson's division and the remainder o£ Buford's spent a 

Quiet day resti41~ and ~ ll01dn~ th-?ir t!Dunts to recoup their 

strength. Ammunition was issued, and the men prepared the 

customary three days' rations. :34 

Before daybreak on the .5th, reveille sounded in the 

cavalr,y encampments. After the troopers h~d eaten a hasty 

breakfast, the units were formed and mustered. 11Boots and Sa.ddlea" 

sounded, and the greyclnds quick~ swung into their saddles. 

fuvin{; quiet1,y out of thP-lA.· c~ ·::;s, the t~1o .division~ headed for 

Lavergne. Furrest 1s line of advance was the Nashville-.Hurfreesboro 

pike. P~ter crossing Hurricane Creek, Forrest called a brief halt. 

Calling !or General Jackson, F'orrest told him to take his division 

to the WE:J:<.Jt of laver~ne ar~d attack the redoubt which the Fsderals 

had thro;m up on a com.-1mnding hill. At the sn~:1e tj,;~e, Forrest 

would mcve against the l.qvergne blockhouse with Buford 1 s divi:Jion. 

This blockhouse had been designed to· affort protaction for the 

railroad bridge spanning Hurr.icane Cr3ek~ J5 

A deta::hmer.t from the 115t.h Cr.io \'Ia~ based at Lavergne. 

Capt.aL"'l Le'iris F. Hake was in comuJAnd. oi" the garrison. Late on the 
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evening of the 4th, a scou. t reache-d Lavergne with .:;, messa&e 

addressed to the co~r.andant. This dispatch was from General 

Thomas. Glancing at the communication, Ca~tain Hake learned that 

the Federals were to abandon .all the blockhouses bebieen 

l·:.UOfreesboro ~nd ?-;ashville. Th~ t<lrrisons were to be ;.;ithdr:-l' .. m 

to Hur.freesl'Oro. ~•bat especially tro\~bled the captain was the 

kmnledge that Thomas 1 order had been draft~d en the lst. It had 

taken three days to reach him. At daybreak, Captain Hake t:tarted 

couriers dotm the r:lilro::id in 1:;..-,th dire~ticns to relay the contents 

of Thorrus 1 COi~ication to the co~2nders of the various 

blockhouses. If Hake had known it, there '.ias no need to send a 

tro.,pers had already p•lt the torch to the thr'de blockhouse3 along 

the right of way in that direction. J6 

Bef?re the detachment of' the ll5th Oh:i,o corr.r.>.anded by 

Sergeant ~-/illiam NcK.inr.ey could evacuate Blockhouse ~:o. 4, Bu!'ord 1 s 

division hcd swept into view. Attnr surroundinG the fort. Buford 

sent a staff offi<;er wi til a white flag to deraar.d the Yankees 1 

surrender. Convinced that re3istance was impossible, th.a sergeant 

told l':i5 r::.en to ground their. ar:us. Arter turtd.ng his prisoners 

'JVer to tha i)!'~Vost !1'..:4!'Sha:.. Eu.!'o!'ti hr.d rJ.s troopers burn the 

bloc.!¢ouse and the railroad brid~e across Hurricane. Creek. 37 
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I 
In the mea~time. Jack~on's cavalr,ymen had encircled the 

I redoubt on the hill overlooking lAvergne. 
, 

At_ this hour, Captain 

I BlAke'~ Ohloans were 'busy lo~-.;ding their gear on •,;agons, pre para tory 

t.o starting for Mur.t'rees1:)oro. Jackson sent forr..:ard one o! his 

I aides snd <;P.V€ral men to de:n2nd th.:1t the Federals give up. In 

1 
res:;onoe to • shcut from Captain Hake o.>t to co"" arry closer, th• 

Confederate tr·uce party haJ.ted. Lieutenant John Eadie was sent to 

the .)outher.ners 1 der',ancls. 

\·mile tho Union o.f.ficer was conferring with the Rebels, 

greyclad a.-tille:~.·i~t!:! took .·:ldvantage of the temporar<J cessation 

of hcstiliti~~ t~ unlimber !our of their guns close to the 

earth••orkd (res thl.s ~:ositL:m, th~ cannoneers ;Joul::i be able to 

cotm•la.nd the redoubt, in C'-'3.0<) the Y::mkees rejected Jackson
1
s de.nands. 

'Ihis 1o3ft C.:tptain Hake wit.h nnly two alternatives capitulation 

or am·lihib.tion. The capt.din chose the former. In ~ddition tr; hls 

72 officer~ ?.nd men, :iak·3 surrendered two fiei.d pieces (one 6- and 

:)D>:' 12-;'0'..:.nd~<>r) • ?-.5 hor!o;es, ~everal · .. mgons, and a considerable 

:::u;pl.Y of cr·:c'j;.i ::;s~ry ·:t::ld quartermaster stores. Before pres sine on 

tm-rard ::m:,:rrr..n, Fo;;--.,'rJst 1 s troopers 'turned a munber of barracks. 

These buildings had ber-:n rai::H~d "'J the Federals to quarter the 

soldier:<~ ,:gtAt. "\..on~d in th~ L9.v~rgr,a a.r-ca. :38 
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Chapter rl 

The Confooera t.es Hnvs J\.gainst Fortress 'aosecrans 

l Q.v li• • Seri.c.s 1, Vo 1. 'Y .• ·~ r 
,u. .... ;'t. 

hiD hGadquartora at vvertv-:.'s, alx J>J.le'3 south of Nashville. 

li.ltlum Bedford Fo:t-rest., (:·:e-:.J Y.:>rl<, 1899), .547; Q.. E. •• Sarlea I, 

Vol. XLV. pt. IX, 10~ 

9 

10 
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I 
I 16 2.· B.·' Series I 1 Vol, XLV, pt. I, 540. 

I 
17 .rug, .• 6Jlr Q.. a.' Series III, Vol. V, 935· 

18 Q. a .. Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 540. 6)1. 

I 19 It.\,i. 

20 llii .• 5'~;:-5~1. 6Jl, 

I 21 ills~. .• .541. 6Jl • 

22 .I.!;?J.,d •• ,541, 6Jl-6J2. 

I 2) J..Qj,.i •• ;t•l. Johnson fcurxi that, on the average, his ::nen had 

on},y f!)ur rounds left in their cnrtridge-boxes. 

I 
2t~ I_~ •• .541~ 6)2 • The ncrth wing ot ths blockhouse had besn 

I destroyed.; the outside e3sing oJ: the ;-Jest wing was badly daiil.e"lgedJ 

I roof; one of the post~ 

1 
i<mcked :)'.lt, 

6)2. 

·~.._I rl 

~·· 

1 25 Co lm~el Johnson listed the Uninn lo ss.,s as: 

I 4LJ.th u. 3. Colore<l Infantry a 3.5 
I 

39 82 

I 
Chm?anias A ~nd D, liJth u. s. 

Col·:>red I•~· an try 2 5 18 25 

teto.ch':l'~!'"':. ~ ll)th Ohi·:> - "' .J..!i..l.~'t:ry _2 ~ -1L 

I 1'otal: 12 46 57 115 
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26 l.~- • .54·1. 6)2. 

Z7 ~;..g.. 6?1. 

za "l'lyeth, ~ Q.!, Generg,l l,i. !}.. Eorred:,, 547; g.. A•. Series I, 

Vol. xur, pt. I, '754. 

'29 Q. li·• Scr1.~s I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 754 • 

..,.(\ T' .... -• . ...; 6'1" ,.._ t ,. -~n-\n r l"J • f' +>-.,.. ~"'~""'111~"-"" "l .I"' ~· t ,.....c;; I)Q!3' IJ+' a ~ :S ::1 .er~t ~ .\2:a. ~ ~~ vO • 

VIII, (Cincinnati, l8B8), 146. Blockhouse 1;o, l sheltered tha 

garrison charged with the protection of tl1e r.orthernr.tOst railroad 

bridge across Hill Creek. 

)l Q. ~., Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 6)2, 7_54, 

}2 ~-· 

3.'3 Ij,.'j,i •• 7'?1. 

)ll- l.£li. • 755; "riyeth, l'tl...fe Qi Q~nar;:;.·L li• ~. L:ott..~. ;,48. 

)5 Q. ~., ~ries I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 755. 

;6 :O:l,d., 63Z. 

)7 :tbl;1., 6J2j 755; :.-.r,eth, -~-~ .Q.t Gencrll_ !L,. ]i. Vorl~est, _548. 

Nei th'O:r Forrest r..or the Fed..;rals m.ade a repcrt of th~ !lU>Jiber of 

men i::-1 Sergeant !·IcXinney 's com:nand. 

)8 Q. a., Series I, \fol. XD!, pt. I, 632, 755. 
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I Chapter V 

The Attack on Dloc~house No. 7 

I 
I camp. leaving :.-iilkinson 1 :J (,'rcss-Hoads, Bate 1 s greyclads tramped 

swi.ftly up the Florence road. The head of :Bate's colu~n stl'llck 

I tHe Ha3hv::..lle pike a sh:.)rt ~i.:;t~n;;e west. cf 0-.rerall Cre~~. five 

I Bate 1s object in mald.ng thi3 rr.ove was fourfold. First, 

I ):-,e want.e•l tc place hls sD~a.ll division bet.rGcn the ~br.free'3buro 

I ·:!llkinsol"! 't' Cross-R~ads. Roussea··.l 1 s troops lllight h:1ve advanced 

out of Fortre!3s Ho~<~crans 2-nd se-n2.r.:tt~':'d his COlT'.!'L:Jnd from Gener;t.l 

I Hood.; 1:; :lt'!!JY. No· . .r, if he we:re a-!;.t!'lcked by ·1 superior fcrce, Bate 

I 
rc~~oned, he ccHtld retire on the Ar".flY o"!: Tennessee. ;;econd.. his 

I right \1:\.ng •)i' hooct 1 s arm;t·. Thiro, hi. :J ri.i. ·r is ion was :nm-1 astride 

tho Nashville.~ D.nd Cb.:ittanoog~ L!ailrc'::~d. In acc~rdance with Hood 1 s 

I orders • fatL?;lle 9:z1r.ties i·mu ld soon b':l hn.rd at wor\-;: te.a.r-ing up rails 

I 
I ,. 
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1 
pad directed Forrest to ser~ to his assls~.nce. 

'<~ben Bato transferred his i.nfantry ard .u-tillecy from 

WilldnscJn' s Cro:;s-Rc:.::.:is to the Nashville pike, he called in Colonel 

HiLl's cavalry. Hill'~; troopers were assigned a dual ll'.issbn. 

·~esi.det: kee~i~g lhte int'or:::ed oi' th~ ~'ee.,;rals' act.ivities, they 

were to demo~~trat~ against the Union outposts on the Salem and 

2 Wilkinson pikes. 

After re2ching the ~ashville pike, Bate proceeded to 

deploy his division. Threo regiments of Colonel Robert Bullock's 

Florida origad>3 ware f0r,,.ed into line of battla athwart the 

railroad and +:.h·::J ?ike. Dull?C!'{ 1 s fourth regirnent (the 6th FloridJ.) 

Covered by a stro.ng skirmish linlj, the Flori~ infantr-p,on :swept 

'i·eru,e!::sr::e Cava:i_.:;r (Unicn) ~~ere flu;;;hP!U and driven in 'r:PJ the 

?loridia::1s 1 ari·J~'-!11'::~. Dw.:U:::>•.!k 1 s ~;reycbds enc~)Untered littJ.c~ 

\.U .. fficulty in r3~1c!1:;.r..g Overall CrQek. 

Since Date did not want to r .isit ::.. ~eneral eng3.~ement wi. th 

t.h3 big Union ~~u.t':!'inon reportedly sta tioneC. in :F\>rtress F.osecr~n~, 

he ord:zre-.:1 lhllock not to t1-y to fo't'co a crossing. In!Jt(l!ad, the 

threE'! 12-puund.cr Napo.lec:ns oi th'3 ·..rashington f.rtillery were brought 

fo~~ard rum pb.c·~d in b:.-.ttery rm the bro-:.r oi' a com.-nandtr!g h:l.ll 

2 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

between the pike t:.nd the railroad. As soon s.s his cannoneers had 

unl~~berod th~ir pieces, Lieutenant J. Adolph Chalaron directed 

thenl to shell the blockhouse on the east side of the creek. This 

stockade, known as Blockhouse No. 7, had been erected qy the 

;:"ederals to gu3rd the railrcad bridge \.rhich spanned Overall Creek 

at this point. :aullocl\: 1 s s:>ldiers t<lere to protect the gun~ in 

e2se of a Yankee sortie. J 

One of hl3 two remai~~~; brigades, Erig<.dier General 

Tho~~s B. ~~th's, Bate placed in reserve. If it became necessary, 

Smith • s troops w<:)uld 'Qe rushed to Bullock 1 s assistance. Brigadier 

General lit~nry R. Jackson 1 s Georgia brigade W3,S organized into 

dem::;llti')n tea'ls ~r.d put. to -work 'N-recking th;:. ral~road. 4 

At this U.ne, Blockhouse l~o. 7 "'as occupied by a 

d~tachment of the ll5th Ohio co~nanded by hard-bitten Lieutenant 

Henry A. Glosser. It >-las about 11 a. m. when the threa R.P.bel 

field p:i.eces roar'¥-i into action. Tl-•e Confooerai:.e artillerists 

soon found. th:.~ rang:;; and numerous direct hits were scored on the 

blockhcuse. 5 

Fort.ur:.-:ttezy for C.he garrison, rol1e.f was not long in 

co:.:ling. On t.he previous e~vening, General Rousseau had SU..'il!:!Oncd 

Colon.:l Gilbert H. r.... Johnsc.·n of the 13th Indiana Cavalry to his 

headquart.ers. Since the oornillg o£ tha 2d, ':.,hen comn:unicationa 
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uacl been cut' ROI1S~M11 had ht~ard Mt.lo)ing !rom Na8hville. lie 

thercai'ore war.ted Johnson to take fo~r eo~pani.es of his regiment 

and march ~.a Lavergne. ,ti'tar thoroughly rec.,nnoi t'.!ring the 

Lavergne area 
1 

the J..ndianian:s were to return to Fortress 

Indiani.lns had completed their preparations and were ready to take 

the fhlld. ',lhen 11:..1tified. by his sll'l-ordin..'ltes that their trooper~ 

were reao'y t..o ~!'.arch, JQhnson had his bugler sound "Boots an:i 

Sadol~;;J:~.. Swinging into their saddles, tha bluli!coated cavalrymen 

r-.:>cle out 0f the fortress and turned into t.~e tlashville pike, AbcY.t 

v:mguard spvtted scvaral horsemen riding r:;~.pid.l~t toward them.. 

H::tillrl[', J~hmwn' o '~olwnn, the newcomers 1 who proved to te me.nber~ 

of th.a 5th '.r".lnr.~S·'3~e C<.\Val.ry (vnicu), told the Indial'U'Ll'lS that a 

strong for~e cf H.ecel infantry h:ld driven them a~ros~ Overall Creek. 

J:J;hlson ~leci,:led to test the strength o:f' the <.:onfederate 

advance. ::io orch~rflu the l~~ade!'" of the 'i'enr.es::;ees.ns to deploy his 

men as shl.r:r..i 3h<.:rs on th-e let't or the pikt~~ At the saroo time, 
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away, Johnson 1 s coDWUlnd encoi.Ult'l'troo a number of greyclad 600Uta. 

The Southerners retired aeross the t-:eek in the !ace of Johnson 1 s 

. 
Bullock 1 s 'battle line drawn up on the far aide. ..\ brisk clash 

-1uickl7 develope·.1 tot'-J~on tne ReboJl inf:.mtry ::.nd the Un1.on ~valr-J'. 

unJ.ert];rcwt.h -wnici1 flanked the strea.'l'l, Johnson dismounted his 

l:inelllru~ ·;;..ha blockhouse. ShL.-"'ti.ng targets, t.twy O?er.ed fire .on 

Jo:l:".n3o;n' s trooper~. 7 

Having deter~n~d thnt the Confede~atea were preaent in 

Ln.yn·tant.. inforL"C.atlon to \hnaral Hous3e3.l.le Calling for a 

iLS:Jsengar, Sohnson al.i(ir~saod H di!!patch to his su_p9rior. 

l.o3~..:ss h~J i_;een Slii;'ht. .?19nciir.g the receipt of add.l.t.ional 

t:'l~::~r;lction3, J·:Jhn~:·:,r., pl::.r .. n·sd tr.) force his -w:1y across Over~ll 

1 cr~;;;;)k. s 

I 
.. 



,\:J ~non ZlS Jo:m,:;· .. m's dispatch was in his hands, Rousseau 

pror~eaded to org~izo a ".t'~ring C·.,lum.l'l". General Hilroy was 

~laced in charge or thi:J C'~JJ'.:n2.nd which con~tisted of t~.ree infantry 

regiment3 (the 613t Illinois, the 8th Minnesota. and the l74th 

Chio), and a secti::Jn ,)f gt:.ng ;ncn!"led cy the C'.lnnoneers of the lJth 

Eat. ter:l• New York Light A...>1till~ry. ..-ihile the units were 'ccing 

formed and mustered, Rouss~au gave Milroy his final instructions. 

Tho r.flying c·.::lwnn 11 WZ4S to march to the relief of Blockhouse i'o. 7, 
9 

"which was ·oes:i.eged by a cons.lderable retel force with :u-tillery". 

i1orlr.g out of Fortress Rosecrans, Hi~-ro.r 's "flying 

colwnnn st.~rted u:t; th~ Na~hvllle '(:)ike at a r.apid pttce. It was 

at:,ut 2 p. n>. ·.hen iUlr~y's ?:<?.r:t.ing scldiers :.1pp~oached Overall 

Creek. At the tir<le of }tilroy's arri•rnl, Johnson's dismunted 

cavalrymen and thi'J r..oni'edera te sharpshooters werA still sniping 

<l'.;ay at 8c>.ch oth~r from opposite sides of the strerun. i\iulng 

fo.;;-ward, Hilt·oy rn.'J.d.e :.~. hurried recormnissanee. The infoi"rl\ation 

,_.bt1.int.-d enabled m.l::-ny t::> deploy his eom1rY1. 10 

Lieutenant John ~'-[!.!C~rin of the l)th )!cf/ York D::1tt.e17 

~as to unlimber hi~ t~w guns on a bluff overlooking th:: creek. 

Thundering for-w~d, the he;.r YoJ.'kar!3 thr.e-.. their pieces into 

b.d.tery. Alm0st ~ .. 3 s"'-::n :.:.J th~ tr<.;..l.b h.'l.d struck the el"'ound • the 

C<•.nnon6el•s had their gun;; in action. The blueco~ts were avon 

6 



~r~a$ed in a ·~i t.ter d~ol. 'Hit,;-. the t.hl:'ee g·..:.ns of the :.~ashington 

I Artillery, which were empla~ed em a hill a!::x>'lt 900 yards to theu· 

front. ll 

I Nilroy had Lieu.t~!l.:.u.t ColJmel Daniel Gt-ass of the 6lst 

I !lllnois deploy his a<:~ld.ler~ fi;;l .sd.:cmishers, Af't31'" they had 

I Johnscn 1 s dismounted tx·oop"-'rs. Upon being relieved, Colonel 

. Johnson proceeded t•.> rsa~.se;r~ble his regiment. Johnson massed his 

I n18n 0:1 th9 pika in colu.1r.ti of four:.;, a"bout 400 yardg southeao3t of 

the bricl.z:C"'. ':'hoa ct.h !·i.i:'l~"lesota ·.vas ;.csted on the right of th9 pike' 

I its laft f~..an1~ resting near the Hord house. Colonel John s. Jones• 

I 174th Ohio wa.3 l'cr~od cr. tht~ !unnc~ot.an:s' left. Jones' initial 

. 1~ 

s'· ,. ""'O"t + ~-" ;· Y-f .,o.,..\.-· ~rt 'ller~ st s :t • ....... w,.".J.r-- .J. ....., .. ,_, ••'-· l • .. a. "'""" -\. 'lo;O ..., ~ • 

.\t fir~·~. :.kr.~:r-;;:1 ::.:Jt~ w.:.s .. ,.;ell sat.isficd .. ,.,~.th the way 

I teams war~ Nreliking h?.voc on th;; r~llroad; Lleuten<.mt Ch:.l.laron is 

I cannoneers '.vm•e scori:.;; hl L r:.:'c'i:.e::· ;:~~.+, :;~ thB blo·.::khcuae. It 

sef:'::;e.d t::nt, U."'l.les.s the l-:u:c.f~eAs1:oro t"::!deral:;; intervened, it 

I 
I 
I 

WOllld b:J only a ma+-t,el· of time oofor~ the bluecoata who ~·rere holed 

up in the block."'"louse ~5.tber Sl!r-.·endered or saw thel.r fort :pounded 

.~bout noon~ the scou t.3 fr0n1 Bate 1 s co-czmand who had 

7 



I 
I 
I crc:.;sed Overall C1·eel.,; .fo ll b.qc Y.. ln the face o.i: Johns0n 1 ~ ad v a nee. 

Tile Fed..:Jrals, however, l'!'lr'lda .,_, effort to cro'!Js the creek. Each 

I tU.e the bluecoats appeared to bo :nassing .f:o:- a thrust, a fe•.-1 well-

I 
I 

changed. '1\..ro guns were qu:!.ckly ':otheeloecl into po.'3ition by the 

federals; a hot fire w.'ls opened on the ;-/ashington ArtillerJ. A 

I stronti f.:;r.c~ of l::luecoated skirmishers (the 6bt IlUnols) ~oon 

pressed fm''-i2.!'d and took cover in the Cf1dars near the streara. 

I Eato believed th;.lt thc~e :roves on the Y:Ulkee~' part ~·ere designed 

I 
to prevent his division fror:1 .f~rdin£ 0•1orall Creek. He 

I In the maantb:e, 11il.roy hzd sensed that the C:r.federates 1 

fir"-! seemed tn ~ slaek~rdng, He deter:d.ned t·J seize the 

I initiative. Colonel Eir:.or T. Thomas of the cth !·iJ.nnesota ·.;n.s 

I to· t.~ka po3ition at tho blockhouse. In c3se CoJ,.)nel 1b-?ma.s i'ouzld 

I .l. t to bA practi.r::a'olP., he wns to ;Jend his reg:Lr.ent acros,3 Overall 

Cr~ek at t:1a railroad l::ridge. After· re.:t.::;hir.g the ><est hmk, 

I 
I 

'l'o ~Jrotect th(-'3 adnmce o.f the l~i..""Jl~£0 tans • ~',J.lrcy' s 

a 

I 



skirm:l.she:os (the 6lst Illin">is) pressed cloaer to the .stream. 

Covered by the fir·~ ·j.f' the Illlnoi.s~ns • Colonel T'oomas led his mon 

forward on the double. .~pproaching to "'-lithin 50 yard.s of the 

blockhouae, the colonGl halted .and !or:nod his regiment into liM 

behind a rail fence and in the woods on the far aids o! the creek, 

banged -~'.~:zy at t.he bluecoata. Unwtt.l4"ltoed, Thomas' soldiers gl'it:tly 

held their g:rouad.. f'ort'.ill<l.tcl,y for. the Yankees • t~e greycl.Alds' 

ra.:u-ksrnanshi~1 Wils d-:.1pbrable. Jn th& fJntire regi.lnent, onq two men 

were cut down, l'Qth wo1.mded. 

At';.~:.· rmnain.ing where he was for a few minutes, Thoillas 

the rieht o:t' t~e blcci({'.mJ.:.e. nnd the bluecoats began to bla; e a·t~ay 

.;:t the Reb~l ch:tr·_p~il:otor!!. i-!-!thin .!\ !ow m..i.nutes, the Southcrr:ez-s 

ceased fir:!.n~. EJ,~x·t- • the 1·1inneaoums prepared to focus th"ir 

attentio~'l on the c~nfederate artilleristn. 14 

Cn ths:>. left o.i..' ~1:Uro;r' .s line, a nwab•3r of the 

.nkil·.nlshar3 fr:-;:.; the 6J.st :llinois succeeded in crossing ths ¥ika 

b:t":\.d(;~. lleacrtin::; the '.-l·ast side of Overall Creek, t.he Fed!!rals 

drove in Fi.).te 1 s outp)sta and e.s t!lbli:.;h~d a bridgeh~ad. ~111roy 

qulckl,7 r.~.wed t,:, e"~l·:)it t.hb S>lCCess. O.t·ders were issued fo;- the 

l.74th Chio to su~po:•t. tho attac~:~ 
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Respol'Xiing to the situa~ion with his customary alacrity, 
0 

Colonel Jones led his cheering battle line forward. Upon gaining 

the right bank of the stream, Jones halted hls commarrl. The ri~ht 

ru.cl. left wings remained in line, while the color eompaey dashed 

acr.Jss the bridge. Since t.!1e brl.dge had been partially dismantled; 

the Ohioan3' progress \las some'.ihat imk---eded. In addition, Colonel 

Jones' soldiers were exposed to ·a gall.L'lg fire, from artillery and 

infantry. As soon as the color company reached the left bank, the 

remainder of the regi:nent crossed the bridge. 15 

Milroy had been closely watching the situation as it 

developed. When tho l74't.h Ohio stormed across Overall Creek, the 

gene;-al qecided to conmit hi3 str~tegic reservet the 13th Indiana 

Cavalry. Up to this hour, i:i.ilro;r had mistakenly believed that the 

Confederate force opposed t.o him consisted in part of Forrest • s 

cavalry, :f'ighti..'"lg dismounted. EA felt that a sudden sortie by the 

· 13th Indiana ~r.ight result in the capture or the three-gun 

Confederate battery. 'l'he ground on the tar side of Overall Creel<, 

the general observed, •:as suited to a cavalry charge. In addition, 

the smoke of battle,. taken in con~ction with the approach of 

dar~<ness, would sereE"n the Feders.ls 1 movement until 1 t \<las too 

~~te for tha Cohfederates to take counter ~easures. Having ~~de 

hi.e deci~ion, Hilroy sent a member ot ·his staff to l'elay it to 
'· 
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Colonel Johnson. 

Colonel Johnson, when told o.f' the general 1 s ,lan, 

remarked that his men were eager "to tr,y the experL~~tR. At a 

word !rom th~ colonel, the Indiana cavalr,ymen started up the pike 

toward thA b~idge. 16 

Colonel Jones had just redeployed his regiment into line 

o£ battle when the 13th Indiana thundered across the bridge. The 

Ohioa.r1s made an opun.tng in their ranks to permit the passage of 

the cavalry. As soon as his compaf\V' comm.:andera reported that their 

men were ready • Golonel Johnson ordered his bugl~r to sound the 

cha.rr;e. ?utting the s:ours to thalr horses, the cavaL...,-men surged 

for:·rat-d. To reach the euns, John~on turned the he::-.d of his colw~"l 

o.f.f the :?ike. Swinging to the right, the troopers swept arouru 

the base of tho hill on top ot which the Louisianians' three guns 

wer.a empl.Qced. As they pressed ahead, the Union horsemen thre:)tened 

to ben tho Confederate lett. 
17 

The Mav-.r pressure tha. t, since the arr l v.:1l of Milroy's 

"flying colu.r.:nH, had been building up along his entire front caused 

. 
Ga.neral Bate to call up General Smith's ree~erve brigade. It was 

starting to get dark wh~m Srrdth' 3 t:.roop3 filed into position on 

?'J.llu.::k 1 s hi't. Sr.U. th 1 s c•,)zr..b&t-:ready ir..fantry had reached the 

point l)r d.:.1nger non~ too · !JOon. Hardly were they on the groum. 

ll 



before Colonel Johl"lSCn 1 s troopers ca:::ie thu:.ldcring down on the:-a out 

I of the gathering darkness. 

I At the same tiiJte, the Confederate cannoneers spotted the 

Union horsemen. Lieutenant Chalaron shouted for his gunners to 

I shift targets. 1/heeling t!lt:ir pieces 't<) tho left, the artillerists 

1 
ripped the Federal trooper!! '.olith doubl6 charges of canister. 

a matter o! ~~ments, Jorn1son's Indianians discovered that they had 

vlith1n 

I stirred up a hcl~nat's nef!t. To make rnatt.ers worse, the troopers 

had a di!'ficult time reloading theix Enfield carbines while tr.Ounted. 

I Unable to brea,t this fire, the cavalx-.rmen recoiled. About a score 

of the Yan~:ees ~<)re unhorsed and. their ::nounts stampeded into the 

I Confederates' lin~s. 

I Hepulsed, the Yankees veered off to the right an<:l fell 

back to the cr~ek. By this time, it was dark. In the co~1sion 

I which ncccmpe.nied tne retreat, the cavalrymen were fired on by 

thei"C" c:.:.,;u·adds on th~ ~ast sid<l of the str~rur., who mistook them fQr 

I the foe. Lfter t:·w Iridiani-:-nls t-~ere able to establish their identity, 

I the shooting c·.:Ja.;:e-d. liext, Colonel Johnson rallied and re-formed 

his :t•egiment. Tha men were dlsitlOunted a:rrl skirmishers pushed out. 

18 
pr~p.ared to renew the attack on the C-onfeJ~rate artillery. 

1-ti.lroy had anxiously ·~atc!wd the ~•tart of Johnso~•s 

As soon us he wa~ satisfl~d that Jvhnson's troopers ~~d 
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tailed t.:> overrun tha g-..1ns, the general decided to send the 174th 

Ohio to the attack. Since the Ohio regililent was onlj recently 

organized and w~s receivin~ its l.Japtism under fire, ~tllroy wo,.:ld 

have pref'erred. to have e!llployed another unit. At this time, 

hoi"ever, his other two infantrJ reeimcnts were not available. 

The 6lst Illinois was dei)lo,Yed nS skir:nishe:..·s, '.ihile the 8th 

Minnesota had been unable to cross the creek. 

When he rece~ved his instruction~ to attack, Colonel 

Jones shl.rted his batt1~ line to the left a :Jhort distance. The 

colonel wanted his right flani< to gu.id~ on the !!ashville pike. 

l!aving completed his dispo.;:H.lons, Jon~s led his cheering Ohioans 

fon-:ard. In the r,loom, the blttecoats q..tlck~~ established contact 

with Cl)lon.zl Bullock's Floridia!'l:J. Halting, the bluecoats sent 

seve~al deadly volleys crashing L~to the g~eyclads' ranks. ·Nhen 

tuey renewed the advance, Colon-31 Jones 1 troops rocked bl.tllock' s 

three Flor:l.da regi.ments back on their heels. In this fiehting• 

Colonel Bullock was badly ..,ound-ad. Having s:n.ashed Eull.ock's :r:3in 

19 
line ox' r-osi~tance, the Ohio ana s-de~">t on. 

By this time, General Jackson had recalled hig der.lV li tion• 

tea:1l3 ~vhich ha:i "oeen Nrcak1ng hclvcc on the railroad. Following 

the eoll:.pse of .Bt!llock 1 a command, Eate di.rP.cted Jac!~son to ma-:>s 

his br:l.;~nde astride the Nashville piks. Jac~~s·::m ,1uickl;r .f'orm0d 
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his Georgiar.s a'tout one-hall' u:ile -west of the bridg~. At first, 

Jackson 1s greyclads were troubled by tha'retre:lting Floridians 

breaking through their ranks. ':-lhen C.:llo;Jel Jones 1 Ohioans emerged 

from out of t.he shado-ws, the Georgians br<>ught theil• rifled-muskets 

to the re~dy a:ld fired one crashint:; voll":O.f. One o:f E.ll:-oy' s aides 

n,:,•,o~ rode up aud told Colonel Jones to wit.ndraw his regiment. 2C 

General .iftlroy' s decision to 1•acall the l74th Ohio was 

based. on ;;several factors. First, it was oo-.. dark and the gener~l 

did not want to hazard a night engagement. Second, the 8th 

Minneao+~a had 'ceen unable to find a way to get across 0ver;lll 

Creek. Fil1ally, the :r'ede!".s l.s had captured abllu t 20 prisot".er s in 

th~ fighting up to ·this point, Upon be.!.ng question8d, the3e men 

told 1-iilroy that he was col".fronted by Gene!'al Datt~ 1 s crack 1nfant:t"J 

divis:··.on. 'l'he general knew lt would not ba wi3e to fi.eht a p:ttched 

battle with Bate's co~1bat-t~3ted V9terQns. 21 

~~he;t Colonel Johnson 1 a troopers had charead the 

~iashing ton At• tillery, they ind cut across in front of t~1e 

lUnnesotans. Colonel Thon1aa a.:!cordi~ly had shout!ld for his men 

to cease .!'iring. i·tJ t Y~anting to loee the advantage heretofore 

gai11ed, Thomas ;.dvr.need the remainde-r o£ his regiment. Thesa eight 

cm-:r~ar.le3 joined ti>t:il" co.•..rad~,3 near the raih .. oaci bridge. 

Followi11g Jor..nson' s repulse, Lieutenant Chalaron 1 s artilleri.'Sts 

14 
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again directed their attention toward Thomas' regiment. For the 

next several minutes, the Rebel gunners ha.llllllered away at. the 

Ir..innesotans with shot and shell. Pinned down by this well-directed 

bombardment, Colonel Thomas' bluacoats abctndoned their efforts to 

find a \ia;,{ across L:e strca.;-;, 22 

In the meantime, Colonel Johnson's Indianians had again 

forged ahead. Advancing on the double, the dismounted troopers 

wor'.<ed toeir way arou.!lt"i the left flar.k of General .:1irl.th' s battle 

line. Before the bluecoats were abb to reach the foot of the 

:ridge behind C~'llaron's runs, the Confederates retired, Undoubtedly, 

the co llap$c of Bu lie c~' s t'."ot:llll::tnd had rendered Smith 's p.:> si tio n 

Johnson recalled his hoA.•se ho-lders~, Li.ke Colonel Jones, ,Johnson 

now recei. ved ord(-'r :3 f·C"'J~~l !Ii.lro:r to renro £;lu Cverall Creek, 2J 

Sinc<:J his Ohioans ...,ere in close conl:.act wlth Jack<.on'a 

Ceorgi:m.s, Colonel Jone~ W<lS C0l"'..fronted by what could beco:no a 

tickUsh slhl.?.tion. If the Rebels ;;ere alert, t.h~y ml~ht convert. 

Jonas' effcrts to dlsengage hia retirr~nt into a disast~. Jones 

therefore marched his ~4oops back to the bridge in line ~raced 

to thP. rear". In .falling b.J.ck, the blt1ecoats brought off their 

liomided and ;r.ost of their deaJ. The .skirmishers from the 61st 

Illlruis • who had cro!:sed to· the west side of the stratim! 
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aceompani~ the Ohioans. After recrossing Overall Creek. Jones 

redeplo:red his regiment into liue of battle near the artillery. 

Three companias wero left to holci the bridge pending the return of 

Johnson 1 s cavalry. Like Colcnel Jor.es, Johnson encountered no 

21-s. difficultjr in ..,y::._ t.hdra;..;~ng: his troopers. 

After .Johnson 1 s cavalrymen had recrossed Overall Creek, 

I"ti.lroy f'.:>rrr.ed hls entire cc:mnand into line of battle on the east 

side~ of the :=:trt!aln.. ~~'ires were kindled, and the Federals tial.ted 

for the c.:nu'ed.erates to attack. ivhen 9 a' clock rolled around and 

the Rebel3 had f.:,il'Xi to launch any hostile demonstration, Milroy 

hc'.d his unit co.nll!Vlndars form and liouster thei~ men. The "flying 

col;1mn" then ret,trneci to ·:ortro::>s i\osecrans. It arriv(~j atout 1 

m on thn_ 5th. 25 a, .... .. 

Siltce the blockhouse had not been seriously' d.a.rnaged by · 

the f.l..~'a oi' the C..>nfecie'rate artlllery, Lieutenant Glosser decided 

to stuy p-.J.t. His detachment renainsd at the blockhouse follo•,ring 

26 Hilroy ' s d·:-parture • 

Oener;~l J&ck;;:m 1 s ::;!drad.s.hcra shadow-ed the Federals as 

they retil·(~d. l:o effort, however • w-:~a l!Vl(de by the Confederates to 

force their ·~t..y acro3s Ovarall Creek. Just as the battle was 

Fo1 .. rest had ~rdered the colonel to march to Date 1 s assistance, but 

the trocp~r:J di0. nvt re~eh the field i11 time to be o.f any h_elp 

16 
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in the engagement. ~ 

Evidently, the Con!'ederate outposts were not keeping a 

very close watch. They falled to discover that the Federals had 

evac·.tal:.ed th~ir :position vn th9 east f:ide of the creek. In the 

the strnteglc situation. He knew th;:.t his s:r.all division was 

dangerously expos~d. Bate •;~as afraid that the Yankees m:tght make 

a nlr;ht march, turn h.is flan;<:, c:.:~d get !.nt.o his rear. The gP.neral 

detern;inad to rn.ovo his ~oi:ll'T.and. C:olon~l Dillon was t?ld t" h3VC 

his tr·.~opera r(~lleve Bate' 1:1 pickets. By 10 l)• m. , Dillon' a 

hors~men h~d ocC1lpied the line of outposts covering Overall Creek. 

start.~d his troop~ up the ~~n.s}lvil.le pike. Aft€-r crossing ~;te·.-~arts 

nic;ht. 28 

General .Oate !·eop.:-rted that his cor-unar.d lost 15 kille-d, 

59 wounded, :md lJ r.1issing in the fi(;,htinz alon~ Cverall Cree~< •Jn 

the 4th. The Union offi~ers, in t!'leir 11After Action Raportsn, 

Uated the:'u· casualties (<'~eluding those suffered b'J the lJth 

I Indiana Cavalry) ce 4 kill~ and 61 ;:ounded. In the period from 

I 
Dece:r:c,;,r h-9, Golonel Johnson of t.!1o lJth Indiaro announced. th2.t 

hi:~ regiJ-:Jent had 8 killed and 34· wounded. AJ.Jnost all of ti'les';3 

I :.rere cut dr;,w--n in the i'ighti:.J.g along Over.2.U Creek on the 4th. In 

17 
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addition, General Milroy turned over to the Fortress Rosecrans 

provost marshal 20 Confederate prisoners. 29 

aeveille sounded in the c~~ps occupied by General Bate's 

division ear~ on the 5th. In accordance -~th Bate's instructions, 

the br ig:1de con-:;r.:.;nders !)repared to move d.ga:!.nst anci reduce th/3 

blockh,uses at Dtewarts Creek and .:::myrna. Demolition L"'_ams were 

organized and given the task of destroying tho railroad between 

-o these b•o poi.nts. ;; 

In the meantime, the mes~enger sent by Captain Hake to 

tell the officers in ~~hru·ge of Blockhouses ~bs. .5 and 6 of Gener:al 

Thomas' d~cision to abar~on all the stockades between Nashville 

an.:i :~'..i.Z'frcesborv had >:!a.:.~ried out. his assign.'llent. It \-Ias shortly 

after u~ybroak ~hen the garrisons evacuated the two blocYJhouses~ 

Since Bate's division was known to be operating along the 

l~:shville pike, the b.!.uecoata were compelled to make a lo~ detour.· 

~arching 1-..ty way of Jefferson, tha Federals succeeded in avoiding 

Ente 1s colu.'illl. The Yan!-:.ees, hc·,o~ever, encountered sev~ral rovin:-; 

!1l;)Unted patroh. Brushing these grou-ps to one side, thA Yankees 

reached 1:ur.frsesooro about 2 p. m. 31 

wbon cate's troops reached tno blockhouses, they fvund 

distrl"tl.lted the stores \ihich the !•'edcra'i.s had abandoned, the 
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Re.bels l-urned the stockades. At the same time, 'Bate's demoH.t:ton 

tealllS put the torch to the railroad l:rldges at Smyrna and across 

Stewarts Creek. Seve:cal r.U.les o! track were also torn up. ~~'oile 

Bato•s soldiers were er~aged in these undertakings, a powerful 

cavGlrJ colur.n was sit;hted api)roachir~ i'ri.)I'r1 the dir:;ction of 

Lavergne. The ne-..co:ner s proved. to be F::.rre s t 1 s corruna.nd. )2 

Since Forrest.was his superior, Bat.e reported to the 

cavalry leader, Forrest, by virtue of his rank, im::lledia tely 

assumed command ot all the Confederate forces operating in the 

Murfreesboro secLor. Upon conversing with ?orrest, Bate was 

distressed to learn that the cavalrJ~n WP..nt·~d to undertake 

o.ffen.sivo 0p{~ratl.0n:s ::l.[:ai:nst :.\..it··tre.ss R.osec:.·ar,s. :.cor the ti.n9 

being, Bate would just have to forget his a.<~signn:ent "to destroy 

the reilro~d". Bate was di~turbed by Porrest 1 s am~itious pl~ns. 

In justification of his positi~n, :?:ate expl.o.inad to Fo:::-res+. _that 

all the re,PC?rt;~ rea.chi.n.g him indicated t:P..at there were from 8,000 

t.:> lO,OOO·federals in l-furf.reesboro. D~sides being very strons;, 

Fortress Rosecrans was said to be well supplied :-Ji th a!·ti:n~ry. 

Bate thought it would be um•lse .for t.he Confederates to attacl..: 

Fortress Rose~rans. Wh·~n l<"'ol"rest insisted, Bate agreed to 

~":! 
co-operate • ..-..J 

H.:o.ving made h5.s decision, Forret-~t ordered the adv.::tn:=e 
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I rcsw:ned. Ceneru.l Jackscn was directed to send Ross' 'l'exas:.i 

brigade cross-country to the ~·11lkinson pike. As soon as 

I sufficient time had elapsed to allow Ross 1 Texan~ to reach 

·.villt'-inson 's Cross-Roads, Forrest led the rern.:~inder of his co:mlland 

I dmm the l~ashv:Ule-!:urfreest-oro i)ike. Gene:~Ql .!Xf,,rd 's tii vi.::bn 

I 
spearheaded the march. 

~ 2 p. m •• b~~ord's vanguard had reached Overall Creek • 

I . ~. battery >oi&S unlimbered on a hill al::out one-half ;rJ.le northwest 

of Blockhouse No. 7. Five or six shots >-rere fired at the stoc~ade, 

I only one of •,:hic.·h struck the buildinr;. At the first alarm. 

Lieuten:1nt Glo::ser h::.d turned out his ccrnr.,and. l1.::.nning their 

I 
bo. t.t:i.e st.:. t.icn!:l, the bluecaa ts r""turr.E:·d the C:>r.i'edera tes' fire. 

Afte!' the Fadercls had killed one horse and wounded sevBral of the 

artillerist::;, the Rebels lli1beroo up th8ir pieces ar!d f<)ll bad:. 

I The cnv:dr.r would leave the rednc·aon of t.he blockhouse to Eatc: 's 

I 
infantry. J4 

Over on the T.·dlkinson pike, Ross' Te:'oQ1ns li..l(evrisc 

I encount~red opposition as they drove tm.;ard Hurfraesboro. Ross' 

van;;uard was checked ~ihen !.t encountered a. TJnion roadblock. To 

I keep his ad•1ance I'UOVir:g; floss dismounted and threw for:.;ard the Jd 

and C:th 'iexas. After- a sharp cor.test, ~1a TeAa.ns sm...1.shed thi3 

I' poC:.ct of resistanc<, By 1ate afternoon, Ross' troopers had 
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secured the: bridge which carried the 1;-/ilkinson pika across 

Overall Creek. 35 

Forrest, upon learning that Ross' brigade h~d reached 

Overall Creek, halted his main colwnn. By thi3 time, Buford's 

troopers h:~d lL<e'.vise established a bridgehead on the east baDx of 

the stream. F-::>rrest wculd not press aey closer to Fortress 

Rosecrans, pending the arrival of Bate's infantry. For the time 

being, Buford 1 s tr-oopers were to pic kat the countryside from the 

Nashville pike on ti1e right to the Lebaron pike on the left; 

Jackson 1 s ·.vo>.tlci • ..,a tch the area between the NashviU.e an:i Salem 

pikes. As soon as the cavalr,y leaders had carried out these 

... . )6 
ir.st("l..;.ct.b.:s, they permitted their t.r"opers ... o caT.p. 

In the me~ntime, General Bate had reassembled his 

division. The infantry proceeded to retrace their steps. Bate' e 

soldiFJrs s~x~nt the night o:r the 5th bivouacked on either side of 

the N'ashville pike near where they had been engaged on the 

previous C.~, .• 

i:iuring u~e night, Bate tried to induce tho defenders of 

:t:lackhouse No. 7 tq surrender. About m:i.dnight, a Union soldier·. 

~ho had been captured by the Rebels, appeared at the blockhouse. 

E~) 'r..old Lieutenant Glosso:r that if the Federals would lay down 

their arma, Genaral Bate ~voulu parole ·the entire garrison, while 
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respecting the soldiers' private property. Continuing, the soldier 

remarked that cne of Bate's officers would forma~ present those 

"t-erms "by 6 ~ .• me or sunrise". 

It was noon, however, before a Confederate officer 

bearing a white flag approached the blockhuuse. The Rebel stated 

that he had be~n sent by Golon•3l Hill to de-.nand the surrender of 

the stockade on the terms previously proposed by General Bate. 

Lieuta~~t Glosser refused, informing the Confederate that "We 

•-rould held the block-house 11 • J7 

On i:.he 5th, GEneral Hood deterlllined to send tA'o more 

i!'l!antr<J brigades, l.jith a b.'lttery each, to the Murfreesboro area. 

The tvo 'brigade/3 desi~n.ated i'or this detached 3ervice were 

Br::..gaditar Ce.uer.:.ll. Claudius ':i. s~~ars' and Colonel .Joseph B. Palr!ler 1s. 

Pal..T.er 's ~nd 3eo.rs' troops ~·1ould be accompanied by Fenne-r 1 s 

w11.islaua !:\:;.t\:.~ry a>:d the Brookhaver. f.!ississippi Light Artillery. 

Gene.ra.l Seru .. s, as r:mking c•fficer, would be in charge of these 

Forrest. Preparntions were completed. and Sears' colu..'ll.~ .started 

for ~rf~eesboro on the afternoon of the 5th. J8 

At the sarHe time, Hood for>.Jarded a message to General 

Bate. in!ormi.r-c-: him that "1\{o good brigades, with a battery each. 

have been sent to thu vici.nity of Yi:.li'freesborough. 11 Bate was also 

· formally notified that. he w:1s to be responsible to General Forrest. 
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'lbe defeat of the Union troops stationed at Murfreesboro, Hood 

wroto, "is of the first imp-Jrtance", This dispatch demonstrated 

to Bate that the pL:l.n to mve against Fortress Rosecrans was not a 

special project thought up b,y the aggressive Forrest, as the general 

had orieinally suspected. J9 

~~e n~~3 th~t Bate's grsyclajs had dicappeared fro~ the 

approaches to }1u-freesboro w.qs eagerzy received by General 

Ro~t!>3;'!:'!e~. Hoping to restore :rail connections with Nashville, 

R.ousst:).:lU ordered a construction u·ain readied. The 18lst Ohio would 

guard tho repair cre\o~. A telegrapher and an instrument. was to 

accomr:;-.. ny the truln. Any information of the Confederates' 

wrwreato:.1ts gle;med 1zy- th~ Onioa~s would be ;:rom,?tly wire:i to 

charge of th.:~ VJ::.i!'d detail, ·,.,as directed to exercise "tha utmost 

was able to le.we :!t.u'fr~e9bcro, Rousseau learned that the Rebe13 

had r<:'turnecl i.n i•Jl"C8 to ov~~rall Cre-:!k. He ~ccordirtgly canceled 

th·3 orders s:mrli~~g cut the~ const:c·uct,ion train. 40 

A idld ruPi\.Jr eonr;;e~ning the fightin:; ·along Overall Creek 

"'n the ;f·.{·h •• ,, ..... h ... ~ r...,,...,.. ___ , 1 '"''"'"'u:~ ... ' "'::l"'S on th ... ~ .... llo, ·1·1·7 ·""v.e i ':? .... ,, ·~ .. ""~ .( ··t.!-· \,;.-'\,.l -·._..~. • ._.a.-.:... ..l~oj_· .·.~a.\.l t.,.;;f:.I..J.. ' "" -l.\ .. ~ ,.. .l .. _, v· n nb . 

.A.ccordint~ to this t.a 1~1 • Hi.lroy 1 s ilf1y1n;; colurm" had c:mtured six 

t,runs from the c.::mie<lerates. !f tl1l.s r-eport were true, TI-.omas 

wanted tbase gu.n.s added t:> ·~ha al·rr.ar.~.:nt ol' Fortress Ros~cra.ns. 

23 
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li\lrthermore, Thomas wanted Rousseau to submit a detailed report on 

what had transpired at !·!urfreesboro since the telegraph had been 

cut. Rousseau was to be informed that everything was developing 

satisfactori]Jr on the !-!ashville peri.;neter. As soon as ~filson 1 s 

cav~~- ~as ready to tdke the field, Thomas promised to ~eize the 

initiative. A courier was detailed to make th9 roundabout ride to 

Murfreesboro arxi relay this information t.o Rousseau. 41 
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Chapter VI 

Thu Battle of the Cedars 

General Forrest, en the rr..orning of the 6th, determined 

t.o m?.ke a forced reconnaissance of the defenses of Fortress 

Rosecran.3. _ He acCordingly 0rdered General Bate's division to croas 

I Over<:!ll Creek. As soon as all of his soldiers h:1d crossed the 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I· 
I 

bri~ge, Bate formed them into line of battle athwart the Nashville 

pike. The 4th ~.,:cgi.a .Sharpshooter Battalion led by Major 

Th'!od0r~ D. Cas·14ell was deployed and thro\m forward as skirmishers. 

At· a w0rd frcm B:1te, t.he division swept t'oro..rard. The Nashville pike 

. l ser~ed as tho ax~s of Bate's sdvann~. 

Befc:!.~e the S.:mthel'ners had proceeded very far, Caswell's 

(h;Jrgians were fired on by the bluecoated vedettes. These Onion 

troop~!:'s uere manning the line of outposts <ihlch General Rousseau 

iJ;;;d ''st.;.b1lsheci to \!OV;3i." th~ approaches to Fortress Tiosecrans. !tor 

a:c-st of thn next t.;;o hours, the Georgian:; and the Yankees banged 

awJy at on."! <;.i!Oth'!!r. Once again the lli•est.:>.nt) outcroppings and 

th~ ced~rs ~1h.tch bour.ded ·::.1-1~ piket echof.-od to the sounds of battle. 

r~"'in~ O.e1.ayed. the Cor..!ede':"Q.t~ :irive loP..g e~ough to permit the 

Je!'endl!:rr:o 0f .r·ortress ib::~ecrans to man their battle stations, 

l 
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I 
I 
lb"" Feder~l outposts retired. 

~ate's butternuts cautiously resumed their advance. T'no 

lten~ra~ permitted his soldiers to pu~h to within three-quarters of 

a rr.J.le of l.ullfttto Stanley. the northwestern b.-.stion ot Fortress 

Lsecrans. Realizin(! that ;; . .farth~r advanc~:t ,.wuld expose his 

roldiers t.o the fire of the union artillery, Date ordered his 

llltrigade ~4lW.:l.lXiers to plac!'l their 1r.en u.ncier cover. Arter halting, 

l·h·~ F.ebc!l infantrymen be:;:.m digging rii'le pita and erecting stone 

and log br6c1st•.:\Jrl<s. TIV'! poslt!.on occupied by E.ate 1 s division 

lxt.ended fl•'lm ~tonos River on the left to a polnt a short distance 

l
~rth of t.he ',<iilkinson pike on ths right. ~i" attempt :as made by 

hi'!; Fect-::4'a1s tc:; keep t!te Sout!.l~!'~~ers fro;r. digging in, 

decided to e~ine the approaches to I•'ortre;se Rosecrans, 

Armstrong's !ti.tisis:~ip9l cavalr'J regim~nt:.s. Aceom;>anied 

t!:.·'9 Hissi,'lsippians, F;:n'l'('.st u~ade a careful i.llsp~~.tction of the 

~der.als' po~1itio:n ~m1 ~~,;r~s. Tni~ to lei reoonnaiss::.nce convinced 

fortr~ss ~~nsecr11m; waa too strong to ju~tify an 

to carry it b.r .:!ou:e !:!~ ~a..~in. He decided t.o use hi:J com::tand 

at ~u possible, P'orr~st v.anted to prevent Rousseau from joinine 



I 
I 
··orces -w·l th Thomas at Nashville. {Fo-rrest did not know that 

~ousse-au was under orders to remain &t Nurfreesboro.) 3 

I General Sears • colw11D r~port~d to Forrest on the evening 

of the 6th. It had t.:tk~n the reinforcel:;ents 3.bout )6 hours to move 

l·r.);Ol the r·;3.shvi.lle area to :~urTreestoro. s~ars I br5.gade was placed 

reserve, ...-hile Palr'l~r 1 s b:.. .. ieacie w."l<> ordered to fortif':r the 

hill soTth of the -';llkinson pike &nd west o£ Fortress 

PaL.r.er 's troops s~ent t.i:e ni.;ht of the 6th throwing l;;l 

4 

To tighten his gr.asp on the approaches to tiurfreesboro, 

decided to rocp~m the ecc;::.e of the activities o£ his 

p:tt:roling the .J.2 (1i1es of countryside between the Salem 

~~oo·ibu.:•;J pikes. General Ross found this to be a very severe 

;:U.r.lng the c.ir;ht, t'orrest decided that the effectiv:eness 

hln~kade of rcrtr~ss ;~s~crans might be increased if he 

t,&d Bate 1 s t.liv.i.sion farther to the right. Forrest addressed a 

instructions to lSa'l:.c. calcul~t~d to implement this decision.· 

At daybrt,~ik: on th~ 7th, .Dato asse:11bled his three brigade.s. 

~t.artine h5 .. s :,'Z.~on tr:1in for the S04lem pike, Bate ordered 

~er. to t.::.ke up the march. In accordance with Forre9t' s orders, 

J 



I 
I 
Bate planned to place his division on the right of Palmer's brig•de. 

lving sou thilard a long 2. country lane, !late's greyclads soon 

· leached the ·,;.Uld.nson pike. Folloviing th~ dl!p3.rture of Bat~' 9 

~ivision, G~neral Se~rs 1 ~-~..i.ssi.ssippinmJ w~re called up from the 
6 

pits fhTh<ir.~ the Nashville pik~. les:~rve ani ncc-..l?ied tht! 

;,efvr4':) >-<ite 's t.i•·_;·);:::J ;~et"e able to t~;~'{e :.-:-osiU.::m on 

laher's right, the tactic-~\1 situation had chant;ed drastically. 

~orre-~t. h:1d e:'lt.ablishP-d hi.s ca!U:n~nd post ·..-ith PaL"';'l~r 1 s briga.dl'!. 

1-iu~ 1-;en~~r~•l soon observed th~lt t.her~ w:ts a flurr:r of act.\.vity 

~~hind -~he union li.n"!!So 

cavalry. ~md artillery 

A strone Union c.:~ lu.;:n·n C(Et(x,sed of :i.nfantry, 

uar; seen to e:.:1e~ge from Fortress Rosocrans. 

-::l•ore they veered l.nto th~ 

lere intent on turning his r.i.~ht., ~'orrest at first toyed with a 

ldarin?, plan. 

ready t.u drive again::Jt F-:>rtreas Hos~~crans. But upon mature 

Forre~t. d~cided thnt. this was too risky. He 

(·~hich was now cros3in~ Stones l~iver) to its destruction. Forrest 

see .u: he could draw t.L"J Fed0rals far ,~nough a.>-fa:y fr·~:n 

ca·-l~l~et1 bai:.~reen t!'lem at1(i their bas~. Ca.ught between h:\.s 

t!-1"! Union colurr:n 'IIO'Jld 

... 



I 
I 
I face certain destruction. 7 

F~rrest placed General Bate in charge of all his 

.I infantry. ~uickly asse:ilbli!J{; h.i.s c:Jlumand, Ba t:.e marched westHard 

along t:1e ~.v'ilkinson plke. Fo!'re:>t accoapanied the infantry column • 

. I ,\:3 tn~ v;mgu;:u~<i approached Overall Cre~~-l ::-orre:::t told D.::J.t.e to 

.:u~ploy his troops. ··.'t'ori<int-; ur.':i~r Fol'r•:;:;t's per-s.:nal ~upervisi.on, 

:~at~ establishffi his r. .. -.in :ine of resistanc.,, ~>outh of -lnd 

par:1llel with the pik~. Three brigades (:.;~at"s', ?aln~er 1 s, and 

bsh's) held t~e line. The right flank oi' s~ars' unit rested ncar 

the creek. J~~kson's and S.dth's brigades W(';re held in reserve and 

posted n•:n-th of.' tile pike. To st.renethen their f)Osition, the 

fr;rtifications. 'A.'h~ ::;rtlllery was e:nplaced alO!lff the lin!<! at 

various str~tegic point~. 8 

f1t ~.~tyb.ceak on the :!;:Jrning of the '7th, the Un:\.on 

sentinel:: (')bserved that the Confederate infantry (Palmer's brigade) 

had occupited <~.nd fort:LJ.'i.ed th<'l COX:..'ll~nt.iing knoll r;outh of the 

to Rousseau. 'l'r..i\..r.ir~ his gld:sses c.n th,., hill. Rousseau quickly 

veriiied th~ s~outs' reports. ;{ousseau ;.oas very familiar 'liith the 

'Ja;ne::; s. r;!}eley had forn:.c!d h.i.s tl:\.v:l.sion c:in the mo\"ning of Dece;nber 

\ 
). 
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battle of Stones River. 9 

hben the general focused his glasses on the rifle pits 

flanking the Nashville pike, he noticed that they ~r~ not as 

stror~ly held as on the ~r~vious day. Rousseau Nas troubl~d ~J 

Cor~~derate inf~ltry. ~o find cut where Forrest's Itain force was, 

aousseau d~cided to ur~~rtake a reconnaissance in force. The 

geher::1l d~cicied to giv~ tile dependable General Hllroy the task of 

finding the Re-bels. !-!ilroy was placed in charge of a strong task 
10 

force and di~ect~l to feel for the foe. 

!~lroy, following the receipt o! his marching orders, 

bri-gades. 'l'he 8t.h 2'1i.."lllMota, the 6lst Illinois, ar..d the 1?4th and 

18lst Ohio •,;c•uld constit•.lte the lr.t brigade; the 177th and 178th 

Ohio, :md the 12th In-.tl')n:l ~av~lry (disznounted), :-!l'!r~ assigned to 

the'! ~:d br~.g~de. Colonel Einor 'I'. Thomns of the 8th 11innesota led 

the let brip.d~; C::>lonel Edward J~j"'rson of the 12th Indian~ 

b~aded the 2d brigad~. A si~-gun battery (four pier.!es zn.inned by 

th" l)th llew York fiattery and a section by the 12th Hattery, Ohio 

Light Artillery) was attached to Thom.'ls 1 command. The {lrt.illerists 

~erl~ .JO!!ta.:lnd.ed by Capt.ain Henry B•.mdy of the 13th I1ew Yorl< ;·:a ttery. 

/1. dstaC:.tlm(Hlt .from the 5th Tenne.ssee Cavalry (Uiu.on) was also slated 

6 



to &CC"Jmpai\Y >:iJ.roy. 'fhe Tenne~see;ms, Hho "Hould be used for 

scout~ purposes, \oiould report. directly to ·the general. All told, 

11 
Mllroy 1 ~ task force mustered J,J25 strong wh~n it t.::-.ok the f1.~ld. 

f.fter the :n-en had cir:J.titl th~ir stipulated ru:lllluni t.':.on and 

unit3 moved out Thomas' brigad~ in front, Amerson's tringlnt; 

up the re.:1r. As t.he head of t.h~ colur.m tramped out of ~·ortress 

~bsecra!"'s, ~·1iL-:~y r,l.:l.nced at his ;,;atch; the tL::o was lC a. :n. To 

scre•m his advance, ;.;::..lroy had th;~ troopers from the 5th Tenne;:;see 

Cava~rJ (Union) take the lead. '.fuen tha vanguard r~ached 

i·.iurfreee0o!'O, Mi~rc.~r turned his task f~JrCe into the ~ale::1 pike. 

1~ short dbtanca beyor.d, the Tennesse9ans ~o~ere fired on b,y oeveral 

of Ros!>' ve--Jett!'!:l. ?~trols from Ross 1 Tex.::. a brig 'ide were watching 

the· .Sa.l<::::1: pik-a to ·;-~i thin one-half mile of tiiO Union outpoata. 

After a brief claBh, the SouthernsrG broke C'.Jntact and fell back 

12 
to\;~rd Stones Rival',. 

Nc.>t wishir.g to take a.~.:.; t'!har:.ces ilit.h a Confederate 

ambush, Hilroy reinloz·ced his advance gu~d w"i th a detachm\3nt fi'Oln 

tha, 6l;;;t IlUnois. DGploying ~s skir~ttishe:rs. the Illl110.\.san:; :Javed 

reached the bridge 2.c:ros!J ~tones rtiver, 

7 



By this tL"ll"l, the Ter..ans had assembled a force, ·.-:hich 

:~Jxoy estimated to number abo~t JOC, to dispute the bluocoats• 

~dv:mce. ::ili:out a rr,o;r;ent's hesitation, ~-~lroy call~-d for 

artillery support. Captain Fundy responded ilr.meciiately. .Amid a 

tr,a 1.:; th ~.·::·,v York B" t tcry cau~e lxJur:cir.G up the pid:e. -•heelin~ 

their gung into batte~~. the artillerists began to h~er the 

T,?x:-:ns :-:i':.!1 sh::Jt and shell. :·his bct~b-1rcb:ent quickly scattered 

the i~:-:l:i;,Jl !;or5e:::.~n. :alroy then led ~i.s troops across the bridge. 

~~dvanclng to.vrlr-J S:1le!r.., tht: Y.:.nkecs reached ~!r • .Spence's "fine 

residence", uh.i.ch W<:!S .t'oar :,1iles from Hurfreesboro. lJ 

.;-rrs. :.-;:xm:::a :.:::·ovf.-"<1 to oo ver-.r talk~tiY~. She told the ganer~l 

~hat Gonei'al Jackson was at ::.lalem With Armstrong's Hississippi 

C~v:dry Bri~ade. (S<...leili was a1out two :tiles west of the Spences' 

houf:e.) lv0. Sp€TJO::E.> !'el='Orted that ''Generals Forrest a.nd Data, 

tvi th a 1;;..('£:3 force of infar.trj' • 3rtillery J ;:;nd cav:'llry", wer·e 

F..osecrans. Instead c:C /..ru~st1·ong. the aggressive Hilroy dater~ined 
to att.:.ck Forrest and Bate. 14 

Before lr&')vin~: against forrest, ;·:ilroy had one mo~·c 1 terr: 

would lik9 to attend to. H·? hQd learn~ that Hr. Spence owned . 

8 



"a drove of sixty flne. fat hogs". The general knew that if he 

did n·.)t secll!"e the porkers, they ·NOuld sureJ,y fall into the 

Hebels 1 h;..nds. A company was detached ana ei ven the mission of 

drivi~g the hogs ta 7ortress Rosecrans. Thia compan7 successfully 

leaving Spence 1 s, Hilroy led his ta:3k force north:.rard 

alr.m;; <l countr:/ lar.e. iJo.lninp; the F'r.:tnklln :road. th9 lfo/.leral 

co 1\llnn rr.r>ved -sest:.ward a short distance. At the junction of the 

Franklin z·oad wd Grtsham lane, the Ya;:~~aes turned to t(H-: r:l.ght. 

Since tl-;e Wilkinson pike was only Q ll"..ile and one-kalf to hL3 front, 

Illinois. ~·Jr th8 first n~ilo;, the union advance up Grish.aru l~ne 

1o1as urJC,nmtful. ~·ihen the skirmishers from tbe 6l.st Illinois 

topr:ed the ris'9 r..::;nr the OrJ sh:w1 h;us;:), they wore fired on b-J tll~l 

Cor.t!'ederat.t'! picl:ets. uenera1 Bate had covered hi.:; m.:\in line ,.r 

staD\.!6 t:i th a strone line of outposts. 

as fa.L' as the ~·(il}:.1.nson pi.ka~ Tn:.s fi9ld v~o bounded on the east 

9 



I 

by Or1sha.."1 lane. The Rebels, Hilroy rea:\Oned, had-pro~'lbly 

established their main line of resist.ance in the timber flanking 

tha .Nil.\dnson pi.i<e. Inside of a fe\v :n:i.nutes, -. six-gun batteey. 

emplaced in the edge r)f ths '>/COd to the ?·ederals 1 front opened 

.f ir·e. >ulroy 1 s sus pic ions c,:mcern tng the Confederates' deploy:r.ent 

16 
were cor.firrr..cd. 

awing found the f'tebels. Milroy hastened to fort'l his 

t:.sk .force. ~e issued instructions fGr Thomas ar.d Anderson to 

d~~ploy ti1eir b:"igades. Thomas• tJ:Joopa took position along the 

crest of the ridge. Tne 6lst Illinois, supported b7 detachments 

from tho other reg:Lnent.s of Tho:'l!B.s 1 c-:::mnu.md, was -+:..hrow'll out as 

skirr:ri:;here and adv.1n:::-:.d into th':' cotton field. Color.el .t\."'ldm:·.s·:m' s 

bri~ade was 1X>3ted behind rLhctr..as 1 • Anderson' 8 three regi.lilents 

were massed in columns by battalions. Four of Captain Bundy's 

~..l.ns (Oll'J section from tho l)c.h N8H York, the other frvm the 12t.h 

Ohio) :~ere brought to the front and pl:l.ccd in battery. AL-r.ost as 

~ as the trail9 :;t4·uck thd ground, the Union .:u-tillerists 

~rt.e-..;. to ro ::.w:·.n the C. • .:m.fe<!era tes' fir.g. l7 

Zll.lroy's blu(;lcoats had· arrived on the Grisham house 

ridz9. · while the Con.t.'.Jder:ltes io!ere 'tusy tnro:.~ing up rail and log 

breastt~orks. f.. shout. from U-.e pic~<ets ~cmt the gr~:clad info.ntry 

lv 



scraLliblinG int..o th"Jir field fortifica•.ions. Racing to their pieces. 

th~ Confcdercr.te artillerist:l lo::.ded thair pieces. At a word from 
18 

the battery ccmmnnd~rs, the gun cyptain p1lled the lanyards. 

A Cie:o:~e :t::·tillary duel ensued. A llU!!J.ber of projectiles 

·.;~s m::o.s~ea. T':d.s re;.;i:~ent. had never before been under fire. .Joth 

th·:l reei•",ental offi,~ers ~,:d t!te n1embcrs of Colonel Anderson's starr 

.:;:!.'!ici.er.cy of the reg:;.r:.f•nt mit;ht ba perr.r.a.mmtly jeopardized if t.r.a 

;;oldi.ers broke fer the r<:.·ar. He there!'0re directed Colonel Arthur 

'l'. ':liJ.c:)X to have his men liP. down. Throwing themselves on the 

th.~tl. Colonel And3rson re..:alled, "I was glad, in occupying a 

r.:osition whfl1~e I could w:;J.tch the regiment. to notice that none 

.•:r,n<>"".""""·'' .,,.,. ~l·'ll'''l , ... vl~- ·tl,;~ l' ··~•~.? f'i"""' ll 19 ... 1""-'-'--'\..:.."-' "" ....... J. !_.i. """'"'···'="• ..... ..:.. \· ... ·.J.:, .,lol~ ..... 

!.'1 an '.:11'fort to vick off the Cor.!ederat.e cannoneers, the 

Union ski::.·Vlisl~m·;" t-iO!"k£d their v;ay closer tc the ·.iilklnson pike. 

Be.fort-) the l;ni:.rr. s.harp::;ho:.:t<:rs cc·J.ld r:1al{e t:-,eir pres~mce felt, the 

their c:-t~3t10:c.s b:;hii':d. i'ilG .li·t(.;FJL"::> contained only 50 rouncs to -
the piece. J..ft.-:;r about JO m~.nu tes of rapid firing, the section 
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leQders informed Captain :Bundy that they had a.ln10st exhausted 

their supply of am:nunition. Bundy quickly relay~ these evil 

20 
tidingg to the general. 

I !ftlroy ordered the two sections which were engaged to· 

I conserve their fe'-1. rer•waining rounds. This decision was m<tde with 

ere at regret on the e;eneral' s part. So far, the C.:;r.fcdera tes h::1d 

been c-,ntent to hold their ground. The shelling had failed to 

eoad them into makin~ a rash attack on !1ilroy 1 s task force. 

Furtherroore, :·lilroy had been urlsuccessfuL in his efforts to 

ascnrtain the Rebels' strength. If he were to carry out his forced 

reconna·l.ssance, he would have to engage th: Confederates •.;ith his 

in!'ontr,:r. But the general nbserved ths le:ft flank of :Bate 1 s battle 

line ..,ras as r.ear ?ortre.ss tiosec-r~ms aa his right. ,·:ilroy decided 

it woltld r..o't ua 11 prucient 11 to send his infantry to t.h~ attack, 

•~nless Fortress Rosecrans !oi<<s in his rear. Then, in case of a 

rer.uJ.5P., the bluecoats would fall back upon that stronghold •. 
21 

l)le f~Ont1rul '"ithdrew his soldiers a short. distance down 

Crish~ .. m hl.ne. 1.::; soon ns tney had p;;.ssed out of the Confederates' 

eight, auroy had the:.::l r.-.ove by the rlght flank in a northeasterly 

cHr~ction. :.:icreened by the coni'igur;ltion of the terrain (an 

intervening ridge) and tn.-:; cedars, the bluecoats struck the 

i/ilkinson pike, :! c:msiderable dlstB.nca. beyond t.he Rebels 1 left 

flank. 
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.l·it>Yi.ng swiftly, Hilroy formed his tifo bri&a:!e:s astrido 

the pike. ColonBl. Thomas' brigade con.-;tituted the f!..rst line, 

Colon,;; l Anderson'~ tha second. The 6ls't. Illinois was d~;>lo;yed as 

skir::;.i.shers a.ni thrown for-... :lrd to cover Thomas' battle lli'!e. 

ordered tn~m to return to Fortress Rosecrans to rel'i.li tneir 

22 
limber3. 

~~~n the Y3r~ees fall back, Forrest felt t~~t they were 

rcp'OU~.Jing tlH~ir forces preparatory t,.., resun1il".£; the attack. Forrest 

thei•'Jfo:-e dircctt;.od -eate to call up hi.s reserves. Bringing Jackson's 

;:,nd S:r:ith' s brieades to the frrmt, E.a te us~d therr.. to ~lone his 
. 

:•-..lin line of r~~s.\..s ta ~cc to t:":(~ c:13t. ':he Rebel sco._. t3 soon sent 

in word that ·the i.inl.onists were rot.iring upon li"ort.ress Rosecrans. 

Late :s!~ifted G!):-;.rs' ::r:;;.·J.de frozr: hi~ 1•\.c;ht to the le.!"t. Sears' 

M.isai~sippiar..s t.ool·~ posi t.ion on .S:d th 1 s lel"t. To t:4~t.ect his 

ex~1s.::d fl.:;.~, ;)e:lrs refused it slightly. 

:\l110st b~fore Se~r:s had completed his di:::::>:>sitions, i:.he 

HP.b:3b were dis;.~yqd to learn that .flilroy h:ad re-fo~ his co:4l'llar.d 

ash .. idf3 th1.1 ':filkinson pike. Tc make ru:!ttcrs •..rorse. ~st of the· 

Cottf&d··~rates h:..d decided that. the Yankees had had el'X)ugh and ware 

retiring i.nto Fortress 1:--osec.rans. The new Union bat. tl.a line w3s 

it rir;!·1t angles to H~•te 's main li..l'le of resistance-. '!o .,scape 

lJ 



be~ takan in the flank and rolled up llko a carpet, the i'\.a-ools 

would hava to a'c·nndon th·~ 'Pt'Otection afforded b.7 their field 

f'm:ti.ficatior:s. 

acacting to this d9.llgerous si+..ll::ltion •.dth his custo1nal''Y 

alncrl.ty, forrest ordered ~ste to wit!'ldraw his troops from the 

· infClntry "Wculd be masaed to oppose the Federals 1 advanCfl. At ti1is 

ti.ir.-::'J ;:ost of 't~c onc.o:n:l.n~ Union line '..t::ls hidden by cedars. Eato, 

for or.~, 1aisjudged l t3 extent. Act:l.ng on Bate • s orders, Sesr~' 

cmd Jackson's troop'3 roovC:>d too far t·:l the left. !Ash 1 s and Pal!nor 's 

brigadar; shi.fted to the left ~nd oc~upifJd the breastworks vac~ted 

'cy :1...::ars' :u.ssisoi";Jpianc ~md J<1ckson 1 s Gt:orgi.r.ns. Smith's brigade 

tr.>ok :po::.l.tio!l a:Jtride t.ne .·~.Llkin~m' pike. There Aa.s a g:tp of 

between 7.5 and 100 yards between Soilith' s right and Lash's lett. 

disposit-'Lon;;, the bluacoats had closed to within 200 yards. 

Al.re.:1dy, t.he Gk!.rx::ishera £ror:: tho 6lst Illino.il3 had driven in the 

r~Jved to·.:> far 'to the left. H~ s~nt Majt1:r ~rthur Shaa.ff. of his 

brigades and cor..du;:t them into p..:>~iti.;m en the left of !J'mith 
1 
s 

brigade. Ee.fcra s-.ruti· could carry o~ t !iio mission, . the blue coats 
";< - ' -2J 

t.~d l:'l•l:1Ched em :t 11-oat nfJ~lault on _.__a to' e three other brig:o.des .. 



;fuile the soldiers ...,er~ ta~ing posi t.ion. Forrest rode 

along the line. To cal.Cl tho rr:en, he addressed them in encouraring 

words. Capt"lin I). H. Col6::~~m o.f the .bt i''lorida Inf:ant...'j' recalled: 

G<:>ner~l Forrest r-:>de t~ where :rry co~)ar,y 
was in p.)sition aoo s3"id t:r ·,;ay of 
encour:::.~e.~,'3r.t "Lo ~s: ''!'.''.n, ,_,ll T. Q.;~k ot' yo1.1 
is t<J i';:::.i.~i t.;v~ enP..'.:l t.:-•.c:. f:or f-:.fteen t1i!nltes, 
·,.:hi,.:h w.~ll civE: ~:;.} ;:;~'ficient. ti:".c to ;;ain 
their rear :..;.i til rrry cava1f;."t, and I will capture 
tho last one of them." 2 

As soon as ::l~nw.s had C<)ir.9leted his disr.csitions, !·:ilroy 

waved him to the attack. Screened by t.he skirmishers fro1n the clst 

Illinois. Thomas' battle line S'.iept for-ward, .P-.L""essing ahoad, the 

bluecoata \iOrked thelr w.v thrcur;h the underbrush, cedars, m:1d 

s':Jon ~stabl.i.shed contact ',;ith .the i'<IOunted patrols which gu;u-ded the 

approaches to Bate's exposed left .t'lanl-;. The Illinoisan3 opened 

l'J.re. I-..ftot' getting off a fe~" ineffectu<ll rounds, the l'.o:!"~..:-;r.en 

teat n hurried r~tre~t~ 

Sr~rtly th~r0after, tho advancing Yank~es encountered 

,;;;.1 ch less stop. the po:.~erf'ul !Jolon dr.:.:ve. Com;equently, the 

Federals continued to f•.::r3a rapidly ahead, s· . .meping tha grc,yclads 

t~fore th-er;:. "2}' th'0 ti:t.~.: his c· 'il'k'r.".nd had ~dv.:.mced :.>eve:-;:; l r.u.nd!"ed 

yar:Js, Colonel Thomas obse.·t"Ved t.!i~t n ~.x)ssibl,y dange:.--ou.s interval had 

1.5 



opened in his skir:nish line. He thera.f'cro halted his brigade for 

a few rltinut!ls. In accordance with Thom..1.s' instructions, the 

colonel of the 18lst Ohio d•:Jpll')yed anC. thre'"l forward t-:.ro of his 

compa:rties. 

"~ S:)On as the Ohic::ms had plug~:;ed th~ gap, the blueco.:-~ ts 

rP.sUJi,t~d the advonce on t:13 double. Gener;:.;l ~-:ilroy proudly recalled, 

IJ!llY skirrQ\sh line a(~V anced rapidly, bravely, and in splendid order, 

considering ti",e n~turc of th0 §;r~)Und, d.r iving the rebels before 

them11
• After having ;,u;-;;hed forlriard ~bout a cile, 'i'holllas' trcops 

emerged into a cot1:.on field. In the edge .)f the tLnbar on the ot.hr;)r 

side of the field, they could cle:o.rly distinguish !late 1 :> battle 

line. 

1'b.e Southerners were ?ariially covered by the cedar~ and 

the dense undcrbr..1sh.. At the moment,· the butternuts -were busy 

tt.N<lir.g tlp n.eld i',_.,rtific.:: .. tions. Fir~t, the Rebel artillery aud 

then the inrnntr·y 0;;.;ened on th~ bluacoats. Since ~ilroy had sent 

he h::.c: no f..;u:ns >J.:i.th ::h.i.ch to softe:o. U? the iouthernex-s' posit::..on • 

.::ievern!. cr;:;.shing V'') ::.loy s .f'r•.J!:f; I~a te 1 s infantry caused the· Un!.on 

I :;;ki;:·tnit:;hers t.n falter. F.<lling back, they fell ln on the .flanks 

of Th,J-:r,.:ol:i 1 l'n t tle li:.~~~. Ut:daU{lted, Thom.as 1 brigade continued to 
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press ahead 1n "good ordera. Reaching the center of the field, 

Thomas halt.ed his soldiers. Collll.ng to tht! ready, the bluecoats 

sent a ;mll-a:lmed volley crnshi.ng into the Coni'ederat.es 1 ranks. 

For the next ten to flfl:.eo3n ll".inutes, the opposing battle lines 

bl~zed a~~Y at eoch oth~r. 25 
./ ---- --

Colonel 1\nderson's brigade experienced considerable 

diffic111ty .in keeping pace onth Thomas' battle line. Between thea, 

t~e limestone outcrop?ings and underbrush gave Anderson's troops a 

di.fficult time. To ex?<?dite his m-arch, Anderson was coa.pelled to 

alter hi~ formation. From line of battle, Anderson redeployed hls 

regiments into columna by companies. In addition, Anderson's 

soldi.ers r'acalvod oomo ,attentio!l from the Confederate artillerists. 

A~proaching the cotton fie1d where ~)mas' troops were engaged in 

their deadl,y contest. with Bate's inrantr;r, Anderson re-formed his 

brigade into line of b::.ttle. The i77th Ohio was on the right, the 

12th Indiana Cavalry (dismo,.lnted) in the center, and the 178th 

Ohio N1 the left. 
z6 

On~t3 he saw ti1a t And.er~on 1 s brig ado was wl thin easy 

supporting dlst~ncl3, General 1-'dlroy ordered Thomas to charge the 

Confederate.3., 'l'hoa1s led his man forward. Thomas 1 battle line 

fon3ht lt.'3 '-~~.,y out of the cotton field and into the edge o! the 

woods. i-!il:-oy mw oo3erved that a strong force of Confederates 

17 



(s~nrs • Mississippians arlC"l J:1ckson 1 s Georgians) were, advancing to 

turn his right .flarlK. To counter t:1.ts threat, Y..i.lroy had Colonel 

Ander~0n r-u.sh the lnth Ohio t ... J ths front. Colonel Wilcox d('ployed 

his regi.'llent at right angle;J to Thoo:as' battle line; tile left f~d{ 

·;,.f the l77th Ghio r~sted or. th<: right of th·~ 8th Hinnesota, 

Skirmishers were advanced ar.d .-iilcox' e troops ~ri~y waited :for 

Saars 1 and Jackson's butternuts to attack. 

J~ediatol;,· thcreaaer, i-iilroy co~ilitted wothar one of 

Anderson 1 s regiments, The general personally c:mducted the 178th 

Ohic to the fran~. He used this regiment to prolong Thomas 1 battle 

llnc to the left, Anderson's re:naining regiment. the 12th Indi:l.na 

Cav:ilrJ' (disrronnted), W'l.:J used to b·.:lster Thom...=ts' right, 27 

In ths meanti.'Ue, the fighting in the ed:;e of the woods 

had cortinued to rage. t'url ng the shor~ tima that it hst.P.d, 

.Kllroy rupcrted, "the roar and !'ire of musketry ·was like the 

th1mder o1' a volc:;.no, and the line ~~av~rad .:.s if moving at:ainst a 

hurricane". ~Hlr~)y 1.o!as afraid thr!t his soldiers wer::: about to 

cl.va way. 0.Lnce the 178th Oiuo on the left of the line was not 

hea'Ji}J engoged, YJ.l.roy serjt an aide t? orcl.er Colonel Joab A. 

Staf!C'rd to shift his unit to the right. At tne s:azr.e time, tbe 

lj:th Indi:ma c~valry (dismou.nt~d) W.'lS directed b ndvance to 

18 

I . 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

'l'homas' assistance. Milroy planned to use these two comparative~ 

!:..·es!l regiments to relieve Thv • .,.as 1 blue cod. ts, wh.? had r.eretofore 

borne th~-> brunt of th·~ fi.:;htin~. 28 

·o¥ben they saw the reinforce:nents moving to their support. 

Thoukls 1 soldiers rr..ade a final s-..;rge. Letting loose ~lith a terrible 

battle cry, they "~arted over the ene:ny's worksu. Cn the right, 

the soldiers of C-ompanies C and .K, 8th Hi.nnesota blazed away at 

the .5th Company, ·.·iashlngton :·~tiller::. ·A number of the 

Louisianians 1 horses hc.d been killed cr wounded. .vhen the cannoneers 

sought to lead up add.l.t.l.onal horse.s to withdraw their guns, they 

we·~·e lik-.:mise cut down. In the end, the cannoneers succeeded in 

savin~ one of ~~eir three guns, tne ot~ers had to be abandoned. 

But as the fortunes of war would have it, soldiers from the 174th 

Ohio rc'ached the t•,lo 12-pounder Napoleons first and cla1med their 

captive. Un~ble to stop this Union s;1eep, P.1lui()r 1 s and Lash's 

inft.:Jtry took to their heels. 'fhe right flank and center of Bate's 

1113in Line of resi.stance had been hopelessly shattered. 29 

Se',zi_ng a stnnd of colors, Forrest tried to rall,y t~1o 

two broken brigades. The frightened soldiers, however, refused to 

ll:;ten w either Forre3t 1s entreaties or his ar)eals to their 

patriotism. h'ild with ftn:•y, at the infantrymen's behavior, the 

general 11 took it upon hi:nsel.f to resent persona.lJ.;r the:U- shal!'leful 
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conduct". )O 

An artillerist in the Columbus Georgia Artill~:-y. ~.J. A. 

Callow.a:r • wrote of l',orre!lt 1 s ef:t'orts to halt the sp:re:;.d.L"1g panic. 

The can~oneer recalled: 

I ·..;.ns :).:> e:re-·-ri tr.ass u an intf:n·esting 
incid~r.t of t::i.s fight : ... t :•lu.!'freesbcrou~;h. 
~uring the sta!:'l!)ed.e or retre:lt, whLch a.l.nto5t 
amounted to a ~2nic, Forrest rode in among :he 
infantry, ordering the men to rally, and doing 
:\ll in hls po·,;er to s t.op the retrea.t. He rcde 
up a~d do·.m the lin-::s, sh.:.utinb, n;;.ally, me::-, -
for God's sa:O:e, rally! 11 The ~r.ic stricken 
s·::>ldiers, h::-:.rever. paid :YJ he!?d to the gener;;.J .• 
.il.ushing tow2rU.s a c:::: l~!"-beo:.r.'t:ll" ·-1ho ·~::.s rJ.:.nni.~ 
for d~:2r life, he orci~l:"ed him to h:alt. Fail.l..:;g 
to have his cc;m;n.and. obeyed, he dre~ his pist.~ l 
and shot t.!:e retre:~tir::£-~ soldier d·:)Hn. 
l)is:7'0t:.r.t,ir • .:.-:, Y~rr.:::st t0ok tiH~ color~, 
r-~:r,0m1~.~~ .r,i.!S h-::..~s::, -f.dt ri<iir:r: in front o~ 
t~;e sol.dier:;, ;,;aved tne col<::r·o ;f.t t;1cm and 
f'..n;.lly su.r.; ::~ed~;d in rallying t~er.t to t:.hair 
. t . "\1 

(.iU :y' • ., •• 

across Ov~rall Crsek. Here, they were joir£d by Sears' 

"l"l 

i:~iasi3sip;.ians. J ... 

brigades, Ger.er<ll Bate prepared to t'!ounterat~.,;.c~-<. Eate ·!lias 

of :LLLroy' ~ batt.le lin~ r.Ught check t:1e Union breakt~:.!.g.h. By 

tha time that Hajor Sh~af..t:' had placed Jac1~son 1 s Georg:i..a.:-.:J or: 
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Smith's lett, it w;1.s too late tor a counterthrust to save the day. 
, 

One l.:>ok told B~te that Lash's and .PaL-ne:r;-'s troop::>, for the tirr.<! 

bei~ at least, h~d lost th~lr will to fight. To make a~tters 

wor8e, Sears 1 :uoui.,sippians disappeareci. (The Missi.s31ppians, 

.instead of t.:tl<i.n(: poz1ti::;n on Jac~son 1 s left, hnd retired to the 

·.~est !>:;.de ·;f 'Jver:<ll Cree:..:.) Cai:lcel:i..r.g his orci.~cs for ::tn aci• :mco, 

B~ta J"Jl'epar~d to fight. a deln;ylng action to cover the retreat of 

!1l3 co::n:r~.Jas. As soon ~s the blueccats h«d occupied the 

(;raa.sLtorks ab:mdcn€d by Lash's and i'ala:er' s butternuts, Bate 

;.;er~ posted i.n Una of battle in ti&e cedars north of a.i""..d parallel 

tneir suc.~a~1s t;y s-;Jeeping ci.ow~ the pika, l).:tte would be able to 

In the in'Janti·r•o, .:•arrest h&ld sent one of his sta.ff 

officer3, i·lajoz• John P. Stra:r.ge, to cont.-act General Jackson. 

Strange, in ac:co:<"d.:·,:1ce ·11:!.th iorrest's orders, told Jackson ·t.h:lt 

·11lG')f', ,Ja_('kson rushed A.rJ'.strol'..g '.s h1ssiusippi brigade to the 

iru'antry · s assistanca. Y4-

Sy the tlrr.~ Ar!'!.strong 1 s tl'"ocpers appro:1ched the 'dlkinson 

pike, llilrn,; 1s bluecoats were !eellr.g -their WaY toward Overall 
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Creek. In the mopping up opera tiona which followed the colla pee 

of Lnsh 1 s and l'almer 1 s brigades • the Federals captured 197 

prisoners and a stand of colors. Except !or the harassing f'1re 

of a b:..tt. .. ery emplaced north of the pike. the bluecoats encountered 

little dif.!'.\.culty .-s they drove ahead. \.f1thin a short t1me. 

:·lilroy' s vanguard reached the ·ofidow S;.·.ith 1 s house. 

Colonel Tho111as now approached Milroy Cl.lld told the 

general that several of his regiments had exhausted their 

.:u.mronit:l.o.n. Milroy accordingly halted his cowr..and. The troops 

w~ro to replenish their cartridge-boxes from an ordnance wagon 

which had just overtaken the command. In addltion. the Federals 

~><€ll"P. cheered b.r the return o! the battery. The gunners had 

rofilled their litnba~s. J5 

.Panding the reswnpUon of the advar1ce • Milroy lAar.ned 

atror.g force of Confederate Cavalry (Armstrong's) was 

against his lett. Colonel Jonas. whose l74th Ohio was 

:,>o;<Jted on tho le:•ft, qhickly forzr.ed his troops in the edge of a 

c'?.dar thicl{et with an open field to t!leir tront. Here. Jones was 

joined. by tt.ro otht"Jr regi..'1lents. Before the Rebel troopers could 

clo~e ~ith Jones' bluecoats, Captain Eu~ shouted for his 

ea:moneer!3 to unllnil:er their piecee. Placing their six pieces iri 
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battery, the artillerists raked Armstrong 1 s oncomi~ norse:aen wl th 

shot and shell. Unable to breast this fire, the Mississippi 

cava~en fell b~ck. ;6 
Just as !Ulroy was getting ready t.o exploit this success, 

a staff o.f'!1cer e;alloped up and h3nded him nn urgent commu.nicat.ion 

from General Rousseau. Gl..anci•1G at the me3saga, 2Ulroy learne-d 

that a "large rebel infantry force" '.las approaching from the north. 

Rousseau accordingly ;.~anted Hilroy t•"> return to Fortress Hosecrans 

at his earliest opportunity. c~ulckly re-forming his column on the 

p1.ke, !·:ilroy :ost...'\rted for tha fortress. Covered by the 12th Indiana 

Cavalt·y (di<:r.nOunt~d) • Xilroy withdrew his troops ''in as good order 

;~.s .l..i' Lthej flerJ CO!!l.\r.g from ~ n!t.ermon drill". By 6 p. m. • 

t."la troops were back at ::<ortress i\osecrans. After the general had 

thar.o.kod them, tho troops were dismissed and permittad to return to 

t:neir quarter~. 37 

General Buford's cavalry division had been responsible 

for the recall of Milroy's victorious legions. D..u-ing the 

aftern·:lon, Buford '.s troopers had o·Nept down the Lebanon pike. 

D~·iving in the Union outposts, 5u!ord 1 5 dismounted greyclads !'ought. 

their W<rJ' into Hu.d'rgesboro !ro.m the north. Unable to contain 

~ford 1 a advance, the garrison took cover L""l the brick buildings 

2) 
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.=..u·r.ou.nili.g ~he square. 'fo drive the :iani<ees from their strong 

coints, Buford brought up Captain !-1crum's artillery. Unlimbering 
' 

their six ~ms, the 'I'enneesee cannoneers bego.n to haJmner these 

improvised forts to pieces. 

J .. s soon as General Rous3eau learned o.t' Buford 1 s attack, 

l~e sent a member of nis stai'f to recall t·~lroy 1 s column. Next, 

the ~eneral prepared to march to the relief of the Murfreesboro 

ga1·rison. Accompanied by a regiment of infantr;r and a section ot 

artillery. P..ou:1seau rode out of Fortre.s3 Rot!!ecrans. Proceeding to 

:,;m·freesroro, Housse.-:u 1 s colunm launched n vigorous countera.ttac!<:. 

'di tr.in a fe\ol mim.1tes, Rousseau 1 s Yankees had bested the dismounted 

C.;n:feder.'ltas. Leaving a number of dead and prisoners behind, 

2u.fvrd' D creycla<is wit.hdre·.~ up the Lebaron plke. The i'ederals, 

satisfied with their success, failP.d to make an effective pursuit. )8 

. ."Lt. the time of ii.ousse~tU 1 s thrust, four o:f J!Drton' s guns 

··ere unlimi.>ered below the old academy and two above. The 

I shar·pshcotlng Federals quickly cut down tl1e teams ;.,hich were used 

, to pull the t;.:o upper g'..tns anci their caissons. Galloping to this 

I position, Captain !·1orton shouted :for the artillerists to strip the 

I 
I 
I 

~.<.rness l'rol.ll the dead animals and thro~ it onto the eaissonB ;1nd 

li.lllber3. t~ssisted. by several of the dismounted cavalrymen, the 

;'tlnne!'.'3 !!'..-.:.r;bandled the pieces d~wn the ~'bod~ pike. About one­

half milo c;;st of' >:Urfreesboro at Hajor S~rks' residence, the 

24 
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Confederate cannoneers were able to sec-.1re hcrses fro::. the e2vaL7. 

These, they eagerly hitchfJ<i to the guns and caissons. 39. 

Shortly after Hilroy 's colu.all'l had !"allen back, Oene::-:11 

Eato recelved an order fro:n Forrest. to join him. Accompanied by 

Juckson's and Smith's brigades, Bate recro3sed Overall Creek about 

sun1nm. On th~ .:e::-t sicie of the strean, ~at.'"' found r..~sh 1 s, 

Palmer's, and Sears' brigades. He had not seen these units since 

the Un\.on breakthroue;h. As soon as the last of the infantry had 

crossed the creek, Forre~t directed Bate to proceed to Stewarts~ro, 

~ii th Smith 1 s brigade bringing up the rear, the infantry returned 

to the Nashville pike. It was almost ~idnight when the ir£antry 

cros~~d Ste'ilarts Creel< and went into camp. Armstrong's b::.-igAde, 

wlt.h '.·;i1.i..ch .Forrest spent thr:? night, picketed the ·Jverc;ll Cre;:!l' 

40 
crossin&s. 

In tha bat":,le of tl1e C~<iars. as the en~a.gernent of the 

7th w~s designated, the Federals reported their losses as 22 

6illed and 190 ~ounded. Of these, Thomas' brigade lost a great 

Ul .. 1.jorii:.y. 21 de:ld and 167 injured. General Bate listed his 

casualties c;.s 19 killed, 73 woun<;ied, and 12.2 missing. The 

c~~federate cavalry leaders falled to ~e ~ report of their 

lo~ses in the battle. 
41 

On the 7th, Colonel B. H. P..ill 1 a mounted infantry ma.de 

25 



another attempt to talk the defenders of Blockhouse No. 7 lnto 

surrerdering. A truce party again approached the stockade. The 

Confederate spokesman gave Lieutenant Olosser "ten mi:putes to 

surrender or be burned ~.;ith Greek flre 1 etc." Despite Glosser's 

rejectio:-; of their de.·r.ands, be :~ebels m ... <de no effort to carry out 

their threat. Instead, they closely blockaded the approaches to 

the blockhouse, hoping to wear down the blueooats' w111 to resist. 42 

--~. 
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TIE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS 

Notes - Chapter VI 

The Battle of the Cedar~ 

1 2• B.•, Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 74.5, 7.55; Wyeth,, ~ £t 

Oqne;~ ~ ~· Forrf~t, .550. ~ring the battle of Stones ~iver, 

··which had occurred almost two years before, there had been heavy 

fighting in this sector. 

2 ~.; Atlas, 12. Agcomga!l'l ~ Official ~cords 2.t ~ Uninn ~ 

CQofederate Armies, Plate CXII, Fig. J. In the skirmishing which 

accompani~d the advance on rortress Rosecrans, the 4th Georgia 

Sbarp~hooter Dattalion ~~fered 16 casualties. The breastworks 

thro';m up by Ea te' s grey clads were about three-quarters ot a mile 

northwest of Fortress Rosecrans. 

J Q. R., Series I, Vol. !LV, :pt. I, 755; v.)reth, ~£!General. 

li· ll· fEr.re_§t, 550. 

I·· 4 Q. £i., Seri·~S r, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 755· 

I 
I 
I 
I 

5 

6 

7 

8 

JPJ.Q. •• 

;.QU.g.' 

~ .. 
Qw Ret 

771. 

746. This lane ls now known as Van Cleve's Lane. 

746, 755; 1qeth, ~ 2.t. General li• ~. Forrest, 550. 

Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 746. Since Colonel Bullock's 

1 



wounds had rezxiered him un.Cit for duty, Hajor Jacob ~· Lash had 

assumed co1m11and of the Florida brif;ade. 'Lash's brigade held the 

left of Bate's main line or resistance. 

9 I'tl,.d., 61J. 

10 Thict., 61;. 617. l·iilroy was pleased by this assignment. In 

his "After Action Report", he pointed out; "I avail myself ot 

this opportunity to tender to ••• LGeneral RAJusseaii rq most 

&rateful ackr~~ledg~ents f~r his kindness in affording me the two 

late opportunities of wiping out to some extent the foul and 

rr.ortifying stigma of a rr.ost infamously unjust arrest, by which I 

h~ve for near eighteen months been thrown out of the r~ of 

active. honor~ble, 1nd desir~ble service." 

ll rQ~.d. , 617, 627, 629. The guns manned by the cannoneers from 

the 12th Ohio BatterJ were a 12-pounder howitzer and a 6-pounder 

SI'lOothbore. 

1.2 IJ:;i,..d. t 610, 61?. 

13 llli·. 617. 

14 I!:;..l2.. 

1.5 ~ • 

16 Ihiq. 

17 lbld., GlC, 617. 619. From lei't to right, Thomas' brigade was 

i1 
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formedz the l74th Ohio, the 18lst Ohio, and the 8th l·J;innasota. 

Colonel Anderson had the 178th Ohio on the.left, the l77th Ohio 

in the middle, and thn 12th Indiana Cavalry (dismounted) on the 

right. 

18 Ibi.d., 746. 

19 ~ .. 610. 

20 Ibid., 617, 619. 

21 lbi<l.' 6l:7. 

22 l.l!J& •• 617-618, 625. Tnomas deployed his brigade from right 

to left, the 8th Minnesota, the 18lst Ohio, and tho 174th Ohio. 

The ~'i.\.lkinson pika separated the left flank of the 8th Minnesota 

fro~ t.he right fl.:lnr-:. of the lSlst Ohio. Colonel Anderson placed 

the 177th Ohio on the rieht, the 12th Indiana Cavalry (dismounted) 

in the c~nter, ar.d the 178th Ohio on the left. 

23 ~ .. 746. 

24 :.ycth, ~ Q! Gen~r~l li· !!. I<,orrost, 551. 

2" ., Q. R·' Series'I, Vol. xr.v, pt • I, 618-619, 62J, 626-627. 

26 ru_q., 611, 628-629. 

27 I!UQ. •• 611, 618-620, 628-629. 

28 llid. t 6'18. 

29 ~ .. 746. 

111 



)0 Thid., ?55: Wyeth, ~ 2.( General Ji. ~. Forrest, 552. 

31 wyeth, ~ 2! General li· ~. Forrest, 55?. 

J2 2· g., Series I, Vol, XLV, pt. I, ?46. 

;; Icict. 

755. 

J5 It:),d,, 618, 620, 625. The captured stand of colors belonged 

to the lst and ,;-<1 Florida (Consolidated) Infantry. 

J6 r~ig., cl8, 62c. 625, 755. 

J7 It·\d., 611, 613, 620, 

J3 ~., 61)-615; :vy-eth,, ~2.£ General]. ]. FotTest, .553 •. 

Rousseau reported that his men captured 25 Confederates, at a cost 

)9 ·John .i, Horton, The Artillery QL Z~ath.an @d.tcrg Forr~qt 's 

Cayalry, OlashVille. 1909). 281-282. 

40 Q. g., Series I, Vol, X~V, pt. I, 747, 755. 

41 1:£.12.., 611, 620, 747. General Rousseau claizned that :1ilrO";'s 

taek .forca ce~pturcd 207 prisone!'s. incl,.lding 18 ccm:nissioned. 

oi'flcers, in the b~ttle. 

42 Ibid., 6.3.5. The threat to burn out the Federals with Greek 

!il·e w.as made ~n General Forrest's name. 
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THE HISTORY OF FO:ciTRESS ROSECR:u~S 

Chapter VII 

Forrest tries to Squeeze the Yahkees Out o! Fortress Rosecrans 

Gl9neral :Gate 1 s ~olc~iers were put back to \.rork te.:lring up 

the railroad on the 8th. The unseasonably ':lat"!a weather ~hich h.:ld 

prevailed since the wd'ed.erates had re-entered Tennes:::ee now 

changed. It started to snow and the ground froze. Consequently, 

the si1ivering d~JT.olition tea..as did not m&lke n.uch proeress. To 

maxe matters • .. mrse, many of the men had worn out their :shoas and 

wer·~ ':::a~ai'oot1::d. In n-"1 effort to .Jolva this ?roblem, Eate had .hls 

chief qu~rter~st9r impress ever,y pal~ of shoes he could find in 

the local Btore:~. .Further:r.ore, man;y of the civili:ms willingly 

donakd their ,~xtra shoes ·i;.c th~ su.f.fcring soldiers. In spite of 

these stringent measures, Bata was only partially able to supply 

his rrren 
1 
s deru.ands f:)r footwear. 'i'hs barns anct storeho\,l.::;es in this 

portion cf i\ut.l1erford Com1ty, however, ·,.;ere overflo-..ring. Pro.:: 

these. the Confed~r:;tes wera nble to draw a 11 superaeur..dance of 
1 rations". 

In the meantime, General Hood had learned o! Forrest's 

defeat in 'the battle o.r the Ced.;;.rs. Hood · no'tt decided to adopt a . 
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new course o£ action. Instead o£ attacking the Union .fortifications, 

:io'orres-t. was to try to squeeze Rousseau out or Fortress Rosecrans. 

On the afternoon ot the 8th, Hood sent his cavalr,y le~der a message 

directing him to drive in the Union outposts. At lhe same time, 

Forrest w~s to leave the nay opon for the Federals to retire 

· "toward Lsbanon or aey other direction they :nay choose". 2 .· 

Earlier in the day, Hood had ordered Colonel Charles H. 

Olmstead's brigade to report to Forrest. Ollu.atead •.s Georgians had 

been employed in throwing up a second line o£ breastworks in front 

of the tlashville perimeter, a short distance east o!' the 
. 

Nolensville pike. Follo~ine the receipt of this order, Olmstead 

promptly put his O~orgians on the ro~d. Harch.lng via the 

Nashville-Murfreesboro pike, Olmstead's troopa reached 

Stew~rtsboro at nightfall and camped. ) 

Late on the afternoon of the 8th, Hood h4ld soma seconi 

thour.:hts on th~ MUrfreesboro situation. In view of the bad 

sh')w'L'1g ill.:>.de by the lni'antry on the previous afternoon, the 

general determined to recall Date's division and Sears' brigade. 
0 

'.Vhen he notified Forrest of this decision, the general announced 

that the cavalry leader illould retain Olmstead's and Palmer 1 s 

infantr.r and whatever art.lllery he dee;ued necessar;r. As soon as 

Bato' .s colwan had rejoined the artey" be.t'ore Nashville, Hood 

2 
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promised to send Forrest 11 aoother division of inf'antry, one of the 

4 best in the ~~. 

During the niGht, Hood changed his mind. The orders 

pertaining to Bate 1 .s and Sears' COIIllllands would stand. Hood, 

however, now decided to reduce his cou.uUtments ln th~ ~·iurfreestoro 

sector. He would not send a division to replace Bate's unit. ,.,In 

a letter informing the cavalry leader· of this, Hood pointed out 

that folTest -ould have the two infantry brigades (Olmstead's and 

Palmer's) which hs retained, entrench themselves at either 

Stew:u-ts Creek or Lavergne. .Henceforth, Forrest's commam would 

function .;os a corps of observation. A brigade of cavalry would be 

o:;:dered t..o t:1e Lebo.non ar.~a. This unit '.las to picket tho are<il 

bet.<~een Lebanon ar:d the "Herlllit<ige" • .5 

Hood had i~sueJ a directive detachin~ Colan8l dill's 

munted .l.n:'untry, 48 hours before. .Hill's command waa sent to 

i3ed!"ord, Giles aoo Marsh.all C\:>unties • In addition to breakinc up 

the tiowe Gu.:.rd, hill's trocp;ars ware to requisition animals for 

I the use of the arnw. Artr 1nen encountered who were liable for 

IJili tary ciuty were to be conscripted. H.ill would see that the 

principal mills in these three counties were put back into 

operation. 6 

Forrest moved quick~ to _carry out Hood's in.str..actions. 

J 



!ate's and Sears' troops left Stewartsboro on the morning of the 

lOth. The recent sleet storms and severe freezes had covered the 

Nashville pike with a sheet of ice. ilorse, nearzy one-fourth of 

the intantr,ymen ~re without shoes. •Yet", General Bate recalled, 

.they "plodded 'their weary w~' under these adverse circumstances 

{!!laey with bleeding feet) 11
• The foot-soldiers spent the night at 

Antioch and rejoined their parent units before Nashville early the 

riext day. 7 

':/hen Colonel Hill's troopers a~vanced into :Bea,ford .:Cowtt.J'. 

they prepared to attack Blockhouse No. ·9, near Bell Buckle. A 

detachment from the ll5th Ohio commanded by Lie.utenant Merchant s. 

Hurd garrisoned this stockade. Illll sent forward an officer ~ith 

a flag of truce to demand the Yankees' surrender. Hurd refused. 

R~plyi11g, he told tho Confederates that "if they wanted the block-

house, they must co:ne a."'ld take it 11 •. Not having any- arUllery, 

Hill sent his disn:cmnted troopers to the attack. After firing a 

few inaffectual volleys, ~he Confederates fell back and made no 
. 8 

further atte~t to reduce the blockhouse. 

On Dece-mber 11, General Forrest, in accordance with 

Hood 
1 
s direct 1 ve, ordered one o£ Buford 1 s brigades {Co lone 1 Edward 

Cz~ssl&nd's) to "the Hermitage•. U~~ reaching tthe Hermitagen, 

Cro·asland' s troopers picketed the crossing of the Cumber land River, 
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troll Stones ~i:ver on the left to Cedar Lick Creek on the right. 

The naxt day (the 12th), Forrest had Olmstead 1 s and 

Palmer's infantry hard ;t work tearing up the railroad between 

lavergne and- Overall Creek. Several additional attmr,pts were made 

by the Confederates to induce the garrison holding out 1.n 

Blockhouse No. 7 to lay down their arms. Lieutenant Glosser, 

however, resolute:cy ret'used to listen to the Rebel demands. 9 

~11nce the Nashvilla and Chatta~ga Railroad had been 

cut on the 2d, Rous5eau's troops had been living off the rations 

stockpiled in the Fortress Ros~crans lllGlgazines. In addition, 

these rations ~ere supplemented b,y foodstuff· requisitioned qy 

foraging from.the nelght.:oring farms. 'ey the 12th, however, 

certain items were near~ exhausted. Rousseau decided to send a 

train to SU!venson to pick up supplies. At dark, a 15-car train 

pulled out of the .Hur:f'reesboro yards ani st.arted for Stevenson. 

The train was guarded ·cr.r a 150-man detachment from the 6lst 

Illinois. About 40 men from the lst ~·lichigan Engineer Regiment 

also rode the CCU' s. The engineers . were taken along to :t-epair any 

brea..l.ts in the track which might be encountered. Colonel Grass of 

the 6lst Illinois was in charge of' the guard. The trip down to 

Stevenson, where the train arrived on the l)th, was uneventful, 

It took the employees of the co~isaary department most of the day 
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to load the box cars. At an ear~ hour en the 14th, tho train 

started on its return trip. 'lbirty me:nbers of the 12th Indiana 

Cavalry (dismounted) who had been stranded at Stevenson, hoping to 

rejoin thelr outfit., hitched a ride on the train. 10 

Th~~ ~n~ine was unai:.:le to b·.1ild up a good head of steam. 

Iherefore, considerable difficul~ was experienced in getting over 

'the Cumberland Hountains •. It w.'ls almost dark when the loeomotiYe 

chugged into Ball Euckle. Lieutenant Hurd told Colonel Grass that 

he had heard re)''rts of Confederate activity between P:ell Buckle 

and :!-:J..1rfreesb6ro. 7he colonel, having been delayed enough already, 

u 
decid~~ to proceed. 

a~neral Hoss' scouts had spotted the train when it 

passed through Cloristian.'l on the evening of the .12th. In hopes of 

cnpt'lrinp; the tr:lin on its return, Ho~s had his troopers remove 

sever31 rails. The fi and 6th Texas CavaL...,. were posted nearby. 12 

Rousseau 11as u:nderstandably elated by his success in 

sendinc a truir. t!:lrouzh to Stevenson. The general, houever, 

reallzed that ·t.ne Coni'ederates ·.;ould undoubtedly tr-.r to intercept 

tho train on ite ret.urn. On the l)th, he placed Colonel Thomas 

Saylor of the 4th l·Uchigan in charge of a second train. After 

entraining hls regLucnt, .::;aJlor ';las to he.:ad southward. In addition 
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to gathering wood, the Michiganders were to see 1.f the Rebels Md 

ripped up a~ track since the passage of the first train. 

Three .rUles .south of :F:urfreestoro, the Federals discovered 

a culvert on fire. A few greyclad horsemen were spotted loitering 

aboAt the area. After t~e train had stopped, a ~~ber of the 

-l'i.ichieonders det1·<>ined .:ald quickly cxtlncuished the blaze. E;efore 

continuing, Saylor detached a s.nall patrol which was le.tt to guard 

the culvert. At a point al::out nine rililes from Hur.freesboro, the 

conductor stopped tha train. He then told the colonel that here 

wa~ the best plac~ in the area tJ collect .fuel. 

By 4 p. m. • the working partie.s had loaded the cars with 

r,!ood. At. a word fr~:l!n Colonel Saylor, thP. troops scrambled back 

;iboa:rd and tho t=-a.tn started for Fortress Rosecran·s. fe.fore tho 

train had proceeded very .far, dense clouds of SJOOke were seen 

rl.six1g .from tha tr.-cj< n short distance ahead. .by the time the 

engineer had stopped the train, a strong .force of Ross' Texans, 

who wer•3 posted behind a ridge on the west side of the track, had 

opened fire. 'dtthont .~ !'rk:>rnent's hesitation, Colonel Saylor 

ordered tvo o.f his compa11ies to detrain. ~aping off tho cars,. 

the ?1ichigander3 deployed. on the run. After a brisk clash • the 

blueco~ts forced tho Rebels to .f~ll back. 
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In the meantiDle, a fa. tigue party had put Oll t the tire 

;.'hich the Southerners had ki:xiled on the right of way. To make 

matters worse, the Texans had also torn up about .50 feet of track. 

i;everthe less, the grim l·U.chigf'lnders went to ·.rork with a ·..rill. The 

rJ.ils, which h:ad been thro;m to one $ide, -..ere soon re-laid. P..y 

I this t1111e, the butternuts had succeeded in bringing up their 

l artillery - l'Drton's battery. Saylor shouted for his troops to 

get back aboard the train. i~en the train did not start, the 

colonel leQrn~ to his horror that the engineer and the brakeman 

had disappear~. After about ten minutes, during which time the 

soldiers were exposed to a galling fire, the engineer reappeared. 

3cra:.~blili.{~ onb the locon:otiv-e, th~ engineer started the tr.:1in. 

To held ott the Coni'edor:1tes, Colonel Saylor deployed a line of 

skir:r ... \shors. 7h~se blu~co.ats i-:Jllo;,;ed. along behind the slovJ-I.llOving 

train. Rv~J.S' Texans launched S"Jver.il sht.l.rp attacks on the rear 

guard, but wP-r~ beaten off. 

During the fighting, a ~rojectile pierced the boiler of 

loco<ilOtive. b'y the time the train had reached a point about 

t'o\U" miles from Xurfreeoboro, all the steam had escaped. The 

push the train the r'!st of the w-.y into 

yards. In the fight for ·the train, Colonel Saylor 
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reported th.at he lost 17 men: 1 killed, 10 wounded, and 6 missing. 

General Ross IT'.ade no report of his losses. lJ 

Stung by their .failure to capture the 4th Hichigan, Ross' 

Texans ~ere deterffiined to see that the next tr~in did not get 

thr:lU£h. It :Jas ;;bout 2 a. m. on the 15th ·.ohen the supply train 

from Stevenson appro~ch~d C1~istiana. Seeing the torn up trac~, 

the engineor slammed on the brakes. A shot was fired by a · 

Confederate vedette to alert his comrades. Dashing for~ard, a 

Rebel patrol ripped up several rails behind the train. ~ihen 

Colonel Grass gave orders ~or the engineer to start backing, the 

conductor told hi:n it was now impossible. Grass shouted for his 

r:H~n to get off the train. Upon debarking, the soldiers 't-/e)rc 

deployed on either side of the road bed; the H.ichigan engineers 

were put to work repairin~ the break. A messenger vas sent 

rncing ahead to notify Gtmeral aoussea~ of the train 1 s predicament 

and to ask for r~in.forcem'9nts. 14 

Since the r.rlls had been torn up in a number o!' places, 

I pr':lgress ~-~~s a.gonizir.gly slo·.J. Daybreak found the blu~coats six 

miles SOllth of l·!urfreesboro. To make matters worse, the Jd and 

6th Texas Cavalr,y had them hemmed in. Taking cover in a railroad 

cut, the Federals gri~ly prepared to try to holct out pending the 

arrival of a relief column. As soon ~s· Rosa ·had dismount~d the Jd 

3nd 6th Texas, he sent ti·te.:a to the att:.:.ck. The FeJerals be3.t off 
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this initial thrust on the part of the Texans. 

Next, Ross brought up Morton 1 s artillery. A few shells 

from the Confederat~ guns convinced Colon~l Grass that he had 

better abandon the train arxi tr-J to save his command. Salzying 

forth, the bluec~Jats sought to cut their way through to Fortress 

ii.osecr.?.n3. .2efore they h;,-.. J :)roceeded ver:: f:ir, the Federal~ l4ere 

charged by the 6th Texas, supported by the Jd Texas. Colonel 

II Grass and over one-half of his regiment, along ~ith the 

d.:!tachme:nt from the lst :-iichigan Eneineers and most of the 

I dis:nounted Indiana caval.r~rrncn, \-lere eith>Jr killed or taken 

prisoner. The left wine of the 6lst Illinoi~ led by Major Jerome 

B. ~;ulton succeeded in forcinc: its ~···~.r throuc;h the char~ing Rebels 

I :md reac;iP.d Blockhouse No. G. Here, . the soldiers found a haven 

cf refu~;e. l5 

I Ross 1 Texans were delighted Hith their succes.CJ. Besides 

l.about 200 prisoners, they had captured a very valuable supply 

train. Breaking into the box cars, the Southerners found that 

lthey contained sug~r, coffee, hardtack, and bacon. Ross 

estimated that th~ tr~in carried a "£ull 200,000 rations". Before. 

llhe Southerners were able to ~ke oft with all the commissary 

, it.....,res, their ~-1ork was \.nterrupted. 
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train, General Rousseau orde.red General Z·a.lroy to take several 

regiments and ~ch to its rella!. Placing himself at the head of 

a "fl3'ing column!!, Hilroy stated down the Shelbyville.p1ke. At 

:Blockhouse No. a. :lilroy rendezvoused with the survivors from the 

att3ck. 

Ross' ocouts had kept the general constant~ apprised of 

Milroy's progress. Not wanting to fight a pitched battle with 

:iilroy' s column, Ross had his men set fire to the ~xcars and all 

the rations which they were unable t~ C~J with them. _4a soon as 

the demolition teams h-.d completed their ·.rork, the Cohfederates 

retired from i;.he area • The Federals reached the train shortly 

ilftero.;ards. After salvagine what they could, ~iilroy' s troops 

return~ to Fortress H.osecrans. 16 

Forrest, to tiehten the squeeze on the defenders ot 

Fortress Rosecrans, moved ag~inst the Union foraging parties which 

were opar<tting 1n tha eastern part of Rutherford County. leaving 

Ste-.urt.sboro on the morning of the 15th at the head of two 

infantry brigades (Olmstead's .and .Palmer's) and one cavalry 

brigade (B~ll's), Forrest .crossed Stones River at Jefferson. 
0 

By 

nl.ghtf.all, Forrest 1 s co.unnand. was east of Murfreesboro. ..'my plans 
.. 

;.;hich the general might have had for forcing the Yankees out of 

ll 

' 



I 

Fortress Rosecrans were row abruptl,y tenninated. A ata.rr officer 

galloped up to .l<~orrest's COliiiiiand post. He excitedly told Forrest 

that during the morning the Federals had seized the initi•tive 

on the approaches to :·•ashvtlle. A major b.:tttle .,as in pro~;ress. 

Hoed \-.'anted Forrest to mass his com:-:anct and hold it ready to m.:!rch 

17 tn the assistance o.f the ~ o£ Tennessee. 

Be£ore retiring for the night, F~rrest drafted the 

orders ~hich would govern the movement3 of his command in the 

morning, Jac!<son was to rec~ll his troopers, '""ho were watching 

tha roads south of Murfreesboro. He was to concentrate them on 

the ···!ilkinson pike, near the -lidow Smith's. ,')lmstead's and 

?;;.J.,·.:r·r' s .i.nf.:1ntr:-'• ar:d Bell's cavalry brl;:ades ~..rere to recross 

Stones River at Jefferson, The cava~ was to take position n~ar 
-

tha tlOuth of Over3ll CreP.i<, -o~hile the infantry bivouacked ne~ 
Blockhouse No. 7. 18 

To cor1,9l,y vlith }'arrest's instructlo~s. ~~ch of the unit 

COl'l!!i:anch;rs had J:lis men on the road early on the 16th. Before the 

vnri(>us command.s were able to reach their designated destinations, 

Forrast changed his plans. Supplemental instructions were dra-.m 

up _and distributed, directing the organizations to march to 

~il.kinson IS Cross-Roads a · .Night.falJ., .fOund all Of ~·arrest IS trOOpS I 
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except for Crossland's brigade, at the stipulated renqezvous. 
. 

(Crossland 
1 
s troopers were watching the crossings of the 

Cumberland near "the nermit.ge".) Here·, Forrest received the 

stunning nei/s tha.t Hood's ar:cy hGd suffered ~ smashing defeat in 

t:'SB b::.ttle of i:ashv .i.lle. 

The staff officer who carried these evil tidings also 

brought urgent orders from Hood. Forrest was to retire into 

north Alab.:tma by way of 0nellr.rville and n1laski. Aftor 

concentrating his cavalrJ, Forrest :.'Ould uce it to protect the 

rear of liood 's badly beaten arrr~y. 19 

- ' 

~~~edi~te~. order~ wera dr~fted and forwarded to Buford, 

d.U·ecting hi!il to recall Crossbnd' s brlg.:;de fro~ "the ii::?r-l.!litat;e" •. 

At ~vergne, Crossland's troopers ~ould rendezvous with Dell's. 

fiis divisL:n reunited, .Buf,Jrd ':.oulci hold the Na.'3hvillo pike lona 

enough to permit Forrest's artillery and trains to steal a march 

on the li'edG!'.-.l.s. 

Since hls trains and sick (along with <iCout 400 Union 

prisoners) were ~t Triune, Forrest decided not to retreat via 

Shelbyville. Instead, he turned his column toward Lillard's Hill 

on the Duck River. The infantry and ?~ss' brigade accompanied the 
'• 

trains.· As soon as the traJ .. ns and ar.tille~.r were well on their 
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uny t_, the tuck River, FU.f'ord 1 s division ab~ndoned its roadblock 

and moved to Fra.n.~lln. This wan on the afternoon of the 17th. 

At Franklin, Buford reported to Chalmers. Hood placed 

Chalmers in tem/-)rary co:mn:md of the t·-lo divisions and charged : 

the t::J.3k of coverine t~e flrr>~y 's retreat. The next d:q, 

JU-mstrong' s ~iississippi.l.ns, h~ving been detached by ~arrest, also 

reported to Chalmers. 'fy nightfall on the 18th, the Confederate 

rear guard had passed beyond 3;>ring riiU. In an effort to hold 

off their pursuers, the grim troopers took position behind 

20 Rutherford's Creek. 

I The ·road along which Forrest's coluntn moved was in 

c·:mdition. To ~ke matters t.rorse. the weather nas 

ly cold and many of Olmstead 1 s and ?alzner' s l.nfantrymen 

ba.re.footed. Both the foot-soldiers and Ross' cava~n were 

ij in..'lch3quately c:J...o.d. !n ~ddition, Forrest was forced to hold dmm 

·lhg pa.ce of the marc"h, so th;{t the several hundred beef-cattle and 

[

g9 ·..rhich had been collected for the use of the com.ussary 

' partruent wuld <JOt have to l;e left behind. The head o! the 

llunm reached Lillard 1 s ~1ill at out noon on the 18th. One gl;mce 

; sho~ied 1-'orrest that recent rains had had their effect. the Duck 

I .er. wos rising rapldl,y, 
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the south bank, the river became unfordable. The gener~l was 

C::>IU?elled to turn thf} re:nainder of his column toward Columbi~. 

;J'ter a t.~;rd ::nar.ch, ::·arrest's exhausted cort:tand reached Co lumbi:1 

late in the evening, 21 

.\t daybre.::tk ~n the lS<tn, Forrest received a report that 

th9 :·aaer.;.l3 had reached ~uther.ford 's Crecrc. ~i:1cteninc to tho~ 

point of danger, Forrest took charge of the Confederate rear guard. 

Ii:)OC had originally pl~:nned to hold the Una of the tuck 

:-\ivar and thus retain a foothold in Hiddle Tennessee. Rut, on 

.n.aturs rei'lect:l.on, Hood decided .i.t ~ould be best to get nut of 

Tennessee. He would place the unfordable T~nnessee River bet~een 

his arr.li)r .otnd the oncor:u:.ng feder·1l Legions. Forrest seconded this 

course o! action. Furthermore, he volunteered to protect the rear 

of the retreati.ng ar.:rr:r lf he were reinforced by a raliable 

in.fant.r:'/ c.1ntingent. Hood accordingzy assign~d i1ajor Gener;::l 

Ed;.;ard C. •lalthall's 1,900-man division to Forre3t 1 s command, At 

tho same tL~e, Olmstead's ~~d Pa~er's brigades were reassigned to 

their p.u-~nt unlts. >Jith those rugged foot-soldiers and his o1m 

ca'.t:llry 1 Forre~t shouldered the heart breaking task of holdi!".g oft 

the pursuers, while the Arrrr;i of Tennessee pulled back into the 

7ennessee V.:tlley. F:>rrest successf't.J.lzy discharr;ed this trying 
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assignment, the battered arnv recrossed the Tennessee Ri'Yer on the 

25th and 26th of December - a dismal vay to celebrate Christmas. 22 

A state of normalcy quick~ returned to the Murfreesboro 

area in the wake of Hood's rout at the battle of Nashville. On 

the ~~rnins of the 17th, the Union pickets reported that all the 

Rebels (with the exception or a te~ stragglers) had disappeared 

from the approaches to Fortress Rosecrans. Before the ~ •as 

over, -Rousseau received a message from General Thomas announcing 

that his "Array Croup" had scored a sweeping success. Thomas wanted 

Rousseau to have Qll ftthe new regiments recentlY sent to 

Murfreesborough, and not a portion of the permanent garrison" 

' alerted to report to either the rv or XXIII Arrey Cor:..i9. 

Furthermore, ~useeau was to send out construction panties and see 

that the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad was restored to service 

"in the shortest possible time". 23 

By the m.orning of the 20th, the superintendent of the 

construction crews that were working on the railroad south of 

Murfreesboro reported that the right of way was reopened for 

tra£fic. Before nightf~ll. ten trains Md reached Nurfreestloro 

!'roDl C~ttanooga. These trains were to be used to shift Steedman's 

.collll!l.and to Bridgeport. Steedman' a blueclads, a!'ter participating 
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in the pUrsuit of Hood 1 s anq as f.r as Franklin, had, been sent to 

:!-~rf'reesboro. Thomas planned to use Steedinan 1 s troops to intercept 

Hood's ~as it was recrossing the Tennessee River. Quick~ 

entraining his ccmmand, Steedmxn left for ~idgeport on the 

afternoon of the 22d. (Steedman, however, was too late; the Ar!l'\1 

of T~l1nessee was able to withdraw across the Tennessee River before 

Steed~~n 1 s soldiers could intervene.) 

P~usseau, on the 21st, transferred his headquarters back 
I 

to Nashville. At tnis time, he asked Thomas if it would be all 

right to order Hilroy 1 s command to return to Tullahoma. At the 

rate the reconstruction was proceeding on the Hashville-furtreesboro 

section oi ·the railroad, Rousseau predicted that it would be back 

in operation vzithin several days. Guard detachments were 

accompanyin£ the bridge-~~ilding and track-laying details, to ward 

off the attctcks of Confederate irregulars. 24 

The superintendent of the construction crews ·•as as good 

as his word. By Christmas Eve, the railroad between Nashville and 

l'!urtreestoro had been reopened. To .Protect the bridges, 

detachments from the sad~ reduced ll5th Ohio moved out on 

Christmas Day and, assisted by details from the lst Y.i.chigan 

~in~ers, ~gan to rebuild the blc~il:louses which .r'orrest 1 s 
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troop~rs lmd destroyed. 2.5 

Thomas having raised no objection, Rousseau authorized 

i-!ilroy to re-estaclish hl.s headquarters at Tullahoma. Follo"ling 

~':.ilroy' s departure for Tullahoma, Van Cleve on Christmas Day 

resum~ command of all the Union troops cased in and around 

I . F~rtress R.oseeran~. 26 
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THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECIW;s 

Notes - Chapter VII 

Forrest Trias to Squee::e the Yal1Xees Out of Fort~~!.-! ~.-~ secra.ns 

l 0 
g Series I Vol xr,, pt I 747 Major~--·~--~ P. ~ee -· A:•, • • 46~, • ' • • - -~-

was Bate's quartermaster. 

2 Q. R., Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. II, 666. 

0 
n ~ries I Vol XI.:" pt I 74o v"',-ste!'.'--. _, .:.-~!"ade "A'a.s -· ll• t """' ' • ,, t • • • ~ - b 

assigned to Ja:nes A. Sad th 1 s division of Che~tham' s ~ ":-'""~ • 
4 O. R., Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. II, 666. 

5 Zl;:~cl. F'orrest would also retain one or two bat:.~-~~ • 
whichsver he deeJled proper, to support his inf<1ntry. 

6 T..2M. •• 6C.o. 

7 Q. .R •• s~ries I, Vol. XVI, pt. I, 7Jl, 747. 
8 ..Ib.iS. t 6JJ • 

9 rus. .• 6J5. 787: :.-treth, Ufe 2£. Gener'1]. ll,. a. F~~~;~:_, 5.5J. 
10 Q. R., Series I, Vol. Xtv, pt. I, 615, 620-621. 

ll IlW!., 621; Rewrt Q1: the Ad 1utant Gener.7!J. Q.( ~ :: ... - _:--·~ 2! 

Illimu, IV, (Spring.f'ield, 1901), 242. 

l2 Q.. !l·, Series I, Vol. XVI, pt. I, 77~. 
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lJ ~., 6)4. The brakeman had permanent.cy decamped. 

14 ~., 621, 771: He;m:14 QL !h§. ."rliutant: General 21: the Statq 

2..( IU!...f1.2.U, IV, 242. 

l5 1:t,!d. 

16 4.~1a. 

17 Q... R·, Series I, Vol. X.IJI, pt. I, 740, 756; 1-.Yath, .lJ.t!. S!.( 

Cenpral·ll. ~. Forrest, 553. 

18 Q. d., Seri~s I, Vol. XLV, pt. II, 69J. 

19 Q. R., ~eries I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 740, 756, 771: v~eth, ~e 
2£ Gener01 li· ~. Forrest, 55). 

20 C .. _)\., Series I~ Vol. XLV, pt. I, ?56, 766, ?ll. 

21 Jbia., 740, 756, 771; ~jeth, Ltf9 ~ Qener;l ~. ~. Fvrrest, 561. 

22 Stanley Horn, .Il:w. .&!!ii. 2!, Tennass§§.: A !{ili!r.a.r.t Histocr 

{Indinn:Ip•-,Us, 1941), 420. 

23 ~. ~., Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 6J5: Q. a., Series I, Vol. 

XLV, pt. II, 2L~J. .1\ccordingly, on December 23, the 174th, lnth, 

and 18l:Jt Ohio, the Bth ~-li.nnesota, ar.d the 14Cth Indiana were 

orderl?d to Colwnbia. The rePQir crews Working on the .Nashville 

and Chattanooga would have to rel~ seven and three-fourths miles 

ot track ar~ rebuild 530 feet ot bridges which had been destro~ed 
~ . 

_by the nebe.ts during tneir invasion of .:iiddl.e Tennessee. 
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Z4 Q. A•• Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. II, )04. 

125 ~ .. J)8. 

26 .ills!., J.54. By this time, the Fortress Rosecrans garrison had 

·llboen reduced to £ive infantry reoiments (the 12th Indiana Cavalry 

: ILcti~~unted}, the 6lst. Illinois, ;1nd the Jd. 4th, and 29th 

Michigan), and three batteries (Battery D, 1st Michigan Light 

1'\rtillery, the 12th Ohio Battery, and the 8th Wisconsin Battery). 
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A??EliDIX A 

UST OF BlOCKHOUSES A1ln THE REOJMHE1IDFl> GARRISONS TO PROTECT THE 

• I:ASHVIUE A.~ CHA'I"l'ANOOGA RAilROAD EE'l'HEEN N.t\SHVILIE AND .CHATTANOOGA 

~o.~ -------------------------~Lo~c~a~li~t~y~---------------------
1 Mill Creek No, 1•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

2 Mill C:reek No. 2 • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mill Creek ~b. )•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

4 Hurricane Creek (one-half mile north ot LaVergne)~ ••• 

5 Bridge near S~na•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

6 Stewart's Creek•••••••••••••••••••••••:••••••••••••••• 

7 Overall's Creek••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

8 Stone's River (Fortress Rosecrans) •••••••••••••••••••• 

9 Stone's Ri~er (J milas south o£ Murfreesborougb) •••••• 

10 Bell Buckle Creek••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ll Creek one-half 1nile north of ~artrace ••••••• , ••••• , ••• 

12 Wartrace Creel( • .............................. · •••••••••• 

lJ Garriso.n' s Fo1·k •••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••• 

14 Duck River•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1.5 Norman's Creek (Norm~)••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

16 ·jj1ock-ho11se should be· erected,~ ! think, 'battJeen 

Normandy and Poor Man' s Creek, though none is 

projse+..ed by tho eng'ineers.J 
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l? ?oor Man's Creek (one-hali" mile south ot Tullahoma) •• 

LShould be block-house between Poor !fun's Creek and 

Taylor's Creek. The road through a forest. All 

tr~ina stop for wood, and is the worst place for 

g-llerrillas on the :~hole road, and the distance is 

too great from Poor Man 1 s Creek to Elk River to 

admit o£ patrolling the road with safety.J 

18 ltaylor 1 s Creek (dater Tank) only water between 

Decherd and Tul4'loma. .Not projected Dr engineers;] 

19 Elk alver•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

20 Boiling Fork· o~ Elk River (Cowan) •••••••••••••••••••• 

Tret't.l~ (1 rll.la north o:f Tcmtalon) ••••••••••••••••••• 

~2 Trestle (one-quarter ndle north ot Tantalon) ••••••••• 

23 Bridge and station (Tan talon) •••• ·• •••• , ••••••••.•••••• 

24 <.'row Creek (sou t.h of '!'an talon) •••••••••••• · ••••••••••• 

25 •••• do••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

26 •••• do••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••• do ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ Cro~ Creek (aouth c! JU~1erson) ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Dr,y trestle (south of Anderson) •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Crow. C.t·eek (south ot .Ar.J.erson) •• ~ ••• : ............ , •••••• 

•••• do ••••••••••••••••••••••••• · •• · •••••••••••••••••••• 
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32 Swamp trestle ••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••• 20 

)) Crow Creek•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• )0 

)4 Crow Creek ( three-qua.J:•ters of a mile .from Stevenso~) 
20 

J5 Creek (1 mile east from ~~evenson) •••••••••••••••••• 
20 

J6 Widow's Creek ••••••••• · •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
20 

J7 Ter..nessee River, main bridge, Bridgeport •••••••••••••• •·• •••••• 

J8 Tennessee River, east bridge, Bridgeport ••••••••••••• 
100 

20 

JO 

J9 Dry Trestle· •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••.••• • 

40 Nickajack Creek {one-quarter of a mile west of 

Shellmound) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

JO 

JO 
'.\ 

80 

41 Creek (one-elghth mile east of Shel.lrno\lhd.) ••••••••••• 

42 Dry trestle (Narrows) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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APPENDIX! 

ORDER OF DATTIE 

COIDo,~RATE O.PE.R.-i'I'IONS AGAinST FCaTRE.ss ROSECRANS 
December .2-16, 1864 

Conrederat~ Forse~ 

Forrest • s Colll!ll.and -- Mo&jor General Nathan B. Forrest. 

Buford's Division - Brigadier Ueneral Abraham Buford. 

E·31l's t-;rig:;de - Colonel 'IYree N. Bell. 
2d Tennessee C:w~lr.? - Col. C •. R • .Barteau. 
19th Tennessee Cav,lry Col. :.... N. :·lilson • 
.2Gtn Tennessee C2valry - Col. a. ::. d.ussell. 
21st Tennessee Cavalry - Col. J. Hewsom. 
Nixon's 'l'eru;essee Cavalry - Col. G. H. Uixon. 

Ci.
4

ossl:rnd. 1 s Bri;:.;de - Colonel Edward Cros~l:md. 
;id :<"e:-:b· .. ~l~r .. :o ... nt~d .lnf.:mtry - Col. G. •\. C. Holt. 
7th b:entu.c:~;y ,;~Junted. Infantry -
8th i.ent.ucl<'J ;.{ounted In-'.':.mtry - Lt. Col. A. R. Shacklett. 
l2t.h t.:ontucky Cavalry - Col. ~-1. !,>/. Fa1.1lkner. 
Hue,v 1s K~ntucky C~iv;:lry Ihtt"llion -

Jackson's Division - Brigadier Gener:U ·.i1lliam H. Jackson. 

Armstr"n-3
1 
s Prigade - Brigadier General Frank C. Armstrong. 

lst ··-lssi:;;sii):;i Gav~lry - Cvl. R. A. rinson. 
2d ;.:.i.ssi.~~ippi Gaval~J - X~-j. J. J. Perry. 
2·}~.}1 . :.s.:; i.s:-:; l, · · . .L G;,:v.Jl:j' - ,~.J 1. r·. ?. • .:.Jtar-'~~. 
v~llentlne 's •'~i..ssissippi Cavalry .H.egi.ment - Lt. Col. >.f. L. 

t-:rua.-all:. -
. . ~- l 

Ross' l~ig~de - ~rigadier G~neral Lawrence s. Ross. 
Jd Te.x.as Cavalry - Lt. Col. J. ti. Boggess. 
6th Texas Cavalry - Col. J-#. \ybarton. 
9til 'i'ex.s Cavalry - Col.·~.·:!·· Jones. 
27th 'i'exas Cavalr<J - Col. E • .a .. Hcwkins. 

Artillery 

Horton 
1 
s Tennessee Battery (6 guns) - C.pt. J. w. Morton. 
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Bate's Division - Major General William !. Bate. 

Smith's Brigade - Brigadier General Thomas B. Snith. 
)7th Georgia Int~ntry - Captain J. A. Sanders. 
4t!l Geqrgia Sh:u·p-sh~oter $"ia t talion - Haj. T. D. Caswe 11. 
2d, lOth, 20th, and 37th Tennessee Consolid~ted Infantr,y 

Lt. Col • . :i. M. Shy. 

Finley's Jrig."tda - Colonel Robert Bullock (w); I1:~j:Jr Jacob 
.A. La::h. 
lst and Jd Florida Consolidated Ini'antr;y - Capt. a. H. 

Strain. 
6th Florida Infantr,y - Capt. A. McMillan. 
7th Florida Infantry - Capt. R. B. 3mith. 
lst Flcrid~ C~valr,y (dls~~unted) and the 4th Floriua 

Infantry Consolidated - Capt. G. a. L&ngford. 

Jackson's Brig::tde - :Brigadier General Henry R. Jackson. 
lst Georgia Confederate and the 66th Georgia Consolidated 

Infantry - Lt. Col. J. C. Gordon. 
25th G-:':orgia Iffi~'1try - C<tpt. J. E. Felton. 
29th a..'1d JOth Georgi.:t Consolidated Infantry - Co 1. ~1. i). 

>!:.i. tci11~ll. 
lst \Jeort;ia Sh~pshooter Battalion - Lt. R. C • .King. 

5th Company, Waa~ton .Artillery (J ~s) - Lt. J. A. 
Chalaron. · 

Palmer's ilrlgade - Cvlonel Joseph 13. P9.l:!:ler. 
60th j;orth Carolina Infantry - ~-laj. J. T. Hu!.f. 
Jd ·and 18th Tennessee Consolidated Infantry - Lt. Col. :.;. R. 

Butler. 
2Jd, 26th, and 45th Tennessee Consolidated Infantry - Col. 

A. Searcy. 
JZd Tenne~:sea Infantry - .Col. J. i'. l-icGuiro • 
.54th Virginia Infantry - Capt. W. G. Anderson. 
6;d Vir;:;inia Infantry - Lt. Col. C. H. Lunch. 
t-enner's Louisiana Battery (4 guns) - Capt. C. E. Fenner. 

Sears• Brigade - Brigadier General Claudius w. Seara. 
4th ~~ississi~pi Jnfanti"J" - :·1::lj •. l'. •). ~:elson. 

. J.5th ~·lississipPi l.nfru1try -- Col • .i. s. Barry. 
J6th ai.s~isslppi rnt~try -· Lt. Col. E. Brown. 
J9th liississippi Infantry - Capt. E. G. Liles. 
i.twt£1 •·-issis.si~lpi lnfantr-J - Capt. J • .A. E-.rw-ick. 
7th His3issippi Ini'antry Batt.allon - Capt. s. D. Harris. 
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Brookhaven Mississippi Light Artillery (4 gurw) - Capt. J. A. 
Hoskins. 

Olmstead's Frig:lde - Colonel Charles H. OlmsteaJ. 
lat Volunteer Georgia - l;laj. M. J. Ford. 
.54th Georgia Infantry - Col. c. H. ,·::;:y • 
.57th Georgi:1 Inf:mtry - Lt. Col. G. -~· Guyton. 
6Jd Georgia Ini'<intry - Capt. L J. Cravan. 
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·. Union forces 

. Der>ou-tment ot the Cumberland -- Major Ge~ral George H. Thomas. 

District ol' 'l'~•:u'lnes~e - Hajor Gener~<l LJvell H. Rousseau. 

Dei'ense o! the !~ashville and Chattanooga Rnilroad - .V.ajor 
General Robert d. lUlroy. 

1st r;l~ ir; :.de - l".:rie;"'dier General nor.1tio ?. Van Cl.:.>ve, 
6lst llUnois Infantry - Lt. Col. D. Gras3 l·Iaj. J. B. l·!ulton. 
14Cth Indiana Infantry - Col. T. J. Brady. 

I n:f ;1 r1 tr-.t Col. i{. B. Houghton. 
3d Xichle:an -
4th ~·:ichieu.n In.;.·a:-Jtry - Col. J. ~-;. Hall. 29th ~:lchig~1n InfC~.!Itry - Col. T. Saylor. 
8th Hlnnesota Infar.try Col. }!. ... 

Thomas. - .... 
115th Ghio Infantry Col. T. c. L-:>one. l74th Jhio Infantry - C.:~l. J. s. Jones. 
lclst Ohio Infantry - Col. J. o•r..owc~. 

Ii'ortress Rosecra:~s - !•:!4jor Frederick Schultz. 
*Dattm:r D, bt .. ~cni~_pn Lir;ht ArtiLlery -

Ca:;t. h • .L.:. c . .,rt~n. 
,.1.2th Battery, Ohio U~ht Artillery - Capt. 

F. Ja.cks:')n. 
*8th Batt~ry, ;,'/isconsin Ll~ht Art:.ller:r -

C2pt. H. E. Stiles. 

Unattached -
l??th Ohio L~~mtr.y - Col. A. T. ',;'ilcox. 
l'?otil CJhio Infantry - Col. J. A. Stai':tord. 
12th Indiq.n~ Cav8.lry (dismounted) - Col. E. 

Ar.der~:nn. 

(c); 

lJth Indiana Cavalry - Col. 0. M. L. Johnson. 
lJtn battery, New York tight .Artlllery (4 guns) -

Capt. n. Bunczy-. 

·~nned ~~ in ?ortress Rosecr~ns, 
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I "" 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE: 
(R .... 6·72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

_"f'pnnP!":.!":.PP 
COUNTY: 

I NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
Rutherford 

INVENTORY -NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

~NAME 
(Type all entries · complete applicable sections) 

!ENTRY DATE 

.. ··· .,. -:·::.:· .. -:-·: 

·····-~ 
····.· 

:.) 
lb 
~~ ,l 

COMMON: . 

I Fortress Rosecrans 
ANOIOR '-iiSTORIC: 

-~~mP-

\LOCATION,· , ·. .. 
~ . . 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL OISTRIC T. 

I MJJT'f"T'P.P~ hOT'() 
STATE I CODE COUNTY: I CODE 

' 

~~ ' 
1_. ., 
'If 
~' i,. 

F !.: 
I~ , 
I:. 
·I !I., 
!L :I 

'T'PnnP~~PP J Jl7 Ruthe.rf'om I 
, CLASSIFICATION ... ·· 

CATEGORY 
QWNE'RSHIP STATU~ 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

I, 
'• I ; ., 
,t., 
''·\ 
"ll 

I 
0 District 0 Bui I ding (]1: Public Public Acquisition: :=:J Occupied Yes: 

~ Site 0 Structure p Private 0 In Process ~ Unoccupied ~ Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 
o· Unrestricted 

in progress 0 No 

I .PRESENT USE (Ch~ck One or More as Appropriate) . . .. .. 
0 Agricuhura~ 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Ccmments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence IXJ Other (Specify) 

I 0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious ¥a.car=~t 
0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

) 

: !1 
ll. 
~i 
'p' 

r 
t~·· 
'fi. I~·. '' ,,. ,. 
'l L .... 

'OWNER OF PROPERTY 
::·-.:::; 

rowNER."s ~~~E~ of Murfreesboro 
.. 

1-3 .... 
(l) 

,. 
.... 

STREET AND NUMBER: ::3 1'1 
::3· 

I 
(l) 
en CITY OR TOWN: STATE: ':ODF en 
(l) 

Murfreesboro Tennessee 47 (l) 

't ; 
1'/:: 

'~ 
':~:~!~~~s~~ ~:::~;f-!!CD~'::s1.0:Tc,· ::l1 n 

Office 
s:: 0 

Rutherford Countv Re~ister's rt 
c 
z STREET AND NUMBER: ::t .... 

I 
(l) < 

Courthouse "1 
CITY OR T?WN: STATE CODE d 

' ~-
Murfreesboro Tennessee ! 47 

."~t_~}!BESl:tfiA..JiQN .IN EXISTING SURVEYS ' 

I?·. 
J 

L r r:·. 

r 1: ' 

~. .f l: 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 1'1 

' z 

Tono~rranhical Sketch of the Environs of Fortress lioS..e..ar;ln~ 
.... 

I ll .., 
DATE OF SURVEY:June 186~ XJ Federal 0 0 County 0 Local 

< 0 State· z ;o 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: c z 
~ "0 

National Archives (Record ~rouo 77 Dr _lLIT _Sh.e..e..t_ 221 
m "' Ill c 

I STREET AND NUMBER: ll 
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~DE~RIPTIO_N~--~-~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
(Check One) 

(' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

0 Deteriorated 0 Good 0 Fair Q Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 Excellent 
----~-CONDITION 

(Check One) (Check One) 

0 Altered !iJ Una I te red. 0 Moved IXJ Original Site 
---~---~~-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Fortress Rosecrans, located immediately west of Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, was constructed by units of the Army of the Cum­
berland (USA) under the direction of Brigadier General James 
St. C. Morton in early 1863. The Fortress, reportedly the 
largest earthenwork fortress constructed by Union forces in 
the Civil War, originally covered an area of approximately 225 
acres. The site was chosen because it was near the geographic 
center of Tennessee and astride the main tracks of the 
Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad. 

The Fortress originally included eight lunettes, four re­
doubts, a steam saw mill, a magazine, and several warehouses. 

Most of the original fortress has been lost due to urban 
development. Part of the original fortress site (formerly 
Redoubt Brannan) is owned by the National Park Service. The 
only extant portion is the several hundred feet of wall 
spanning from Lunette Thomas to Lunette Palmer). These 
remaining walls average approximately fifteen feet in height 
and twenty-five feet in thickness at the base. All are 
covered with large trees and heavy underbrush. 

Present plans call for recreational facilities to be built 
west of the walls, while an effort will be made to restore 
the walls to their original appearance. 
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I ~~.-~S~I~G~N~f~F~IC~A~N~C~E----~----------------------------------------------------~--~ 
DERIOD (Check One or },fore as Appropriate) 

:I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
0 

l 
u 

J 
'• , 
-
ul 
UJ. 

1 
I 
I 
I 
I 

0 Pre-Columbian: 

0 I 5th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17thCentury 

Ll 18th Century 

£C! 19th Century 

~---------------------------------------------------·----------------------~ 
SPECIFIC DATEISI (lf Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Abor iginol 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

(Check One or .\-tore as Appropriate) 

0 Education 

[3t Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

[] Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

EX Military 

0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
[l 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

Political .J Urban PI an 1 i ng 

Re) igion/Phi. [J Other (Spe-if,·) 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia 1/Human· 

itorion 

Theater ·. 
Transportation 

For 2 years, from earli 1863 to 1865, Fortress Rosecrans 
played a significant role in the success enjoyed by.General 
William T. Sherman's forces as they moved from Nashville 
to Chattanooga to Atlanta to Savannah. 

From the massive supply depot protected by the walls of 
Fortress Rosecrans came logistical support that undergirded 
Sherman's good fortune. 

Reportedly the largest earthenwork fortification built by 
the Union army during the Civil War, Fortress Rosecrans 
served as a central point of Union Army strength in Tennessee 
and secured the rear of that army from any serious challenge. 

In late 1864, elements·of the Confederate Army struck at ., 
Murfreesboro and Fortress Rosecrans in a desperate effort 
to halt the flow of supplies southeastward to Sherman. Under 
the immediate command of General Nathan Bedford Forrest, 
the Confederates succeeded in disrupting rail communications 
briefly before being repulsed. Four months later the war 
ended. At some undertermined date following the conclusion 
of hostilities in 1865 Fortress Rosecrans was abandoned. 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

I 
J. St. Clair Morton, Memoir Explaining the Situation and 

Defense of Fortress Rosecrans, (privately p~int­
ed, 1863). Copy located in National Archives, 
Record Grou.P 77, Item# M-4345-1863 
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tiona! Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

P\ialuat ed "ccord in~ to the c·itcria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Serv1ce. The recommended 

level of significance of this nnmination is: 

National. 0 Stale 0 Local 0 

Name -----------------------------------------

Title 

Date 

I ~reby certify that this property L'i induced in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office ol ArcheoJo~y and Historic Prttaervation 
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5th. Each Lunette auu Hedonk nhoul·l Le CUII~iucrcd a 
fort in it~df, and its comuJ:liHler be lH:l1l I"<'~}•Onsib!e tl~:1t it 
offers n Yigot'(IU~ resistance to tlte eucllly; wldc.h means, that 
t.he g-.1rri~ou holt! tlt,,ir grouud,nmler ull <:ircuutslaners, except 
being overpowered in haud to ltanrl conflict with the 1ayonct. 

Gth. It is }JrcsutncJ tl1at nny 0110 of tl1c main Lunettes 
will not lJe surrendered, or C\'acualed, until its artillery fire 
and thnt of the collateral J"uneUcs has Leen eotnpletely over­
pow·ered nnd silenced by that of til() enemy, and tl1eir para. 
pets so ruined by tl1c enemy's bomlJarJment. as to cease t~ 

afl'ru·d shelter except for sha11'shootcrs. EYcn then new par­
upct:;, lrn\'crses and merlons g)wuld he. con8tructed b): the 
garrison, which ought to labor at night, :11-~iduously, to that 
end. Whrn, notwitiJstanding t]H~ utmost ciTorts of the gnrri­
Fuu to hrp one or more piecrs of nrtillt'l'Y in tl1c J,uncttc of 
attnd: ani] tlle C•.'lb~e:rnl Lund ll'r' c~o ~s to l.rr ('11:\lJ1cU to firer 
gr:~pc r.nu e::uni~t~r nlthe ct~c·t!ty's cohll'l!t< of attad::) tltcy 
nrc rcdnccr.l to n mn;:kctry defcucc1 it mn;;t. he uudrr;:tood 
~hat un ol,stiua!c rc~i:;taucc can yet Lc lJI:Jdc, anu )l)Ueh loss 
inOictcd "upon the enemy before he can enter the Lunettes of 
llllack. A vigilant watch is to be kejJl upon his movements 
when affair . .; ha,·c route to tl1is ·p~ss. When his column of 
:1>~ault apJ•Car.< hi~ cannr.~t::~le 1:111,·t Fl1ortly c·ca;:e-thr dis­
}lU~ahlc rc.::cn·cs of' tlJC forlrc!:s arc SIIJl}l02CU to "Lc mn~scd 

uudcr ~;IH.:ltcr, us nrnr :ts ~eirculllslnncrs will permit to tl1e 
],uut'tlc of atlath-thc lllomclll tl1C' c·nnnolladc cc:>.ses on the 
11art of the enemy, thr.)· :trc to be 1narchrd 0\il. \;·ith the ut­
most ui;:patch 1 SO :is to nniYC at. tl1c C(tli!C:;!cd I•Oint in time. 
to rcinfurrc it:; gnrri,on. The troops tlllls accumulated· arc 

. cxpcckd to rc~i:<t the cucmy with tl.c Layonet1 and, c\·en if 
(lri\'cu out, slwulu return to the dwrgc {IIICC or oftener, nnd 
!tltellljtl to regain possession. 

itl1. Jly di~po.~:tLic rC."l'l"\·e.•, in thr prreetliu:; :u·ticlc, i,: 
meant all the lrool's tlcsigna!ctl n,; t·r;;en·c of tl1c garrison 
of the lortn·!'~j the eOJnllJallllallt mny, il' he Fer.~ fit, iucrea~e 
lhc~c rc,errcs !ty ~ne:h !roo)'~':(~ l':in ~;al'ciJ loc ~pared, fur tlH• 
tillli' l.reing, frr.llll :-;udJ ol' the work!< :1~ :tre 11nt lik<'l.'· !1' ).,. 
"~~aultl'..lliintuhau~:••H~ly .with th•: J.um•tl(· ul' ntt:u·k. 

.. ---~~ ~,Q_ Q 

J 

,• 

I 
i·. 

l 

f.,..,,.<'<, 

:; 

!Hh. It l<I~J hal'pcn th:,l tltc •·•.Jll!llt:III'Lut t::n tli')'"'" of 
a Jargrr f:JJ'C'C ;,:< rc'<I;J"';c~ 1h:111 Call :llh':olll:tg•'(rll,lJ ).,. ll<<!'tll­
bJcd nt tltl~ CtJilh·~t~·d J••jiut It• lllCd tl1c cnc1ny's :t~<!lult; iu 
th:t• C:IS(', the trv···p~ ill CX>T>S will Ire l1du iu rr:oJiit(~,:, iu 
some .!<hclll•J·e·l place cloo-·~ nt hau,l, I•• chnr;oc thl! racmy 

with the Layoul'l l•ll lai~ n:lld:, nt nn t•ppnr!HH!' liiOlll'.'lll ''ll· 
ring the aSSUUil, ~:tlJ,Yill;; \\ itlJOUt the \"\'·orb r .. r tb! f'lll'jr(I>Cj 
or otherwise to ehar0c him within thc·cuntc~l•'tl work, ~l .. ml.l 
he succeed· iu dri\ing out it:o defenders. 
i 9th. lt is probal,l(' that ::t this }'l'riod of tl1c ~ir~l! the 
artillery of the l.unctle of :ttlal'k \Till },c iu :1 ruiucrf coutli­
tion, and the. nuJJnuni tiiJn 1no~t ly rx j1'111llc,]; uf n'lll">l', ~ h~·u 111 
any piccrs rcJU:!in SCITie:c3lrlc, thry "hould Ill'! Le )•,·llnitteJ 

to fall iuto the l•ncmy's hand~, but mu~t br ~l'ikcd if they 
cannot be remo;·ed; anti mdt powder ns l'enwins ~l101lld L,~ 

removed c-r },lowu U}'· lt lllay happr.n tht•rr i.~ Cll(•ll<,l: pow. 

t!'-·r tu f-·;~::!·;:· t.:~ fur!'~ :: ~:.::·(· ir: tJ1(· s::H\,·:·t ,.r t~:~· ''t·:~:: ··r 
untl·~r tlo~ l•rt::~c·l..; in ,.,J,:-:h ..::;~(· l~H' Cl=:..:f E•, •·· ' · 1 

5er f!:al Oll•! i•· 1•r·::p0rd, :·r-:1 :1. Crrn:ll!i.-:·iOil!'') I:::: . :· d··~:·i). 

cd to explode it when il1::ay ,]o mn~t thmn~,, hr :];. t•J;•·II:,I 
lOth. If, not1rith:l:wdiu;.;· cYCl'.) rxcrliCin ou tl1r· ]''•rt of t!1t· 

defenders, the enemy gain ::IIIli rrtain ro~:e~~ic•ll c•!' : lH• Lu 
uC'Ife o!':lt\a•:~·. it.< tl•:fcn·l~:·', :;1:•! in ~!1ll)C r.~'-(·.'. tl: · ;,--:·r·., •. 
BCCO~tliug to tl:c ju'.l;_!ll!·:·~.· ,,; thr l'o:ut•.:·n 1: :.t, .-!: ···~ 1 •,. 
lrl~:lt t(r th(" coll:Jtcr:tl luu:::t.•::. The l'eJr ur tk· L\11.• :r.: 
of :tliacl: ha·.iu,; thu~ l.•cen lllllll:t!-k('tl by on:- tr""l'~, tl,,.. l:c 
dod·:;- ;~wl Lnnrltt·~ of tl .. : iullt'l' line w:ll. '' i· 1 .. ::1 !,,;:. ,,f 
tilllc, open fire 11)'011 it fru:n :;)] thr gun~ tht•y cau lq·i11;; : .. 

Lear, and cnt.lra'>llr tu ,!i,Jc .. J.;;c: the e:1cmy bl'r;··:-e l:c· l·:tu ··:·II· 

~truct lti.< lodgrnlf"lll, n1:•l ;.J.L"Itcr lJiiiiH'II' fr,::•t tl ... ir ,.i!11 . 
(It. is proLablt, tl.:.i tlu: r·uc·lil,'." Wl111l1l haYc tlirrrlt•rl hi,- artiiJ, .. 
ry n;aiu~t the :-;:~iu Ut•J,ul~:~ :1111.1 n•lin·~l Lu~o,.tt.-;. li•r "'"'"' 
U:IJS l~l'fi.,rc uwkiu~ thi' a,,:rult, hut it i; :<''1'1"·'·'"'1 th:tl the 
ConJ:JJ:tJillaut u!' t·arh lt:•· !.•·pi ~rn,· J•i,··c~· iu r.·;:,•n,·, lo:!l'iu:~ 

relllOYCtl it ft'tllll il:- ]•latf:.r~u to tltl• tun,..! ~lwltnnl J•:<rt ttl' 
tit•! p:•rad•· .• :11J1l tltal al tl11· l:JrrllH'IIt 111" a,:~:nalt In• l1a• •·au-=~•1 

it lo Ire ruu int._. l·,,,,jti .. u.] ~lll'l'""iu;; 1l1at :1 l.uudtr· i~ 
lakt·u 1~.'· rt';!llbt· :•J•J•r,.a··I•··•. ~,;llh' fi,·c Wt'l'k:< 1111:,.1 h:t\'C 

'~ 
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clapsctl since tl1c commnndnnt n~ccrl:~in ' it. woulol J,c :<1'­

lcctell ns. tl1c point of at.tnc.l;; this intc•·ral shuultl ),c !'Ill· 
ploycd l.y him, not ouly in its Yigorous dC'fcncc of the J.n­
i•cllo nllncl:r.ll 1 nnd in the coustrnr.l.ion of iutrenchmcnt,; 
within it, but also in constructing bnttcrics and rifle-pits in 
its rear, or in strengthening the collateral J~uncttcs norl thC' 
inner line of works, so as to oblige the euemy to take two 
Lunettes at lt'nst by siege, and compel him to silence the 

· nrtilicry fire of at least two more before he C'a·n attack tlw 
inner line, nncl reduce him to the ncccs~ity of planting hi!~ 
batteries in the captured Lunettes nnd nppro!lcbiug tl1_c it;ncr 
lioe by the double sap.· 
· l 1 th. The enemy cannot wc11mnlicnn open M.~nult,mucl1 lc~~ 
nn nttnck h,r regular npin·onchcH, without fir;o;t making- hilll~cll' 
hiastcr of the exterior detached works. These will therefore 
be rcgnrdcd as ob~taclcs in his ·path, nncl should be hchl, 
with n::ot;e or less obstinacy, according to the judgment Qf 
the 'ecimmandanf; who will not maiutain them at too grc;at 
n loss of ljfc,or send out too many troops to resist the enemy's :· 

. nltaek on them: he should howcYcr rc·quirc their garr!~uus 
to sustain the assnult once nt. least, ~ccing that they h:l\'e a 
.strong profile, aitd arc flanked from the J~unettes of the oti-tl:l' 
line by nrtillery; for which reasons the cricmy will su:;taiu a 
considcrnblc loss in the assault, nnd the gnrri.~ons· 'vill be l.!lla· 

Lied to retreat' without being pursucu. As the interi~t· of' 
these work> is exposed to tl1c view of the snill' J.unctte~, tht; 
enemy"_will finrl it very diff1cult to holt\ tl1cm; it 111ay there­
fore }tappen that the ganisoil may l'C OCcupy' them once or· 
oncncr, and tlte enetily be .obliged to make repeated sacrifi­
ces before they full permanently in J1i;; ]~and:<. 

12th. The Commandant sl10nltl carcl'nlly in~truct ull tl1c 
commissioned and non-eornmissioncd offtcers in the elcturut;a­
ry principle;; relating to the defct1cn (If the worh l'rom n~­

saul~, as follow~; that wliichcYcr J,uncttc is :tltackcd J,_,. I he 
enemy, l"l10nlcl he immr.tlial.cly t·cinforeNI fr"ll.l tlw rc:<ct·,·e; 
the collateral J.nnetle.~, u:uncly thnse on tht• right nmllcl't of 
it, togctl1cr with such others as lmve a Yiew ol' tlw !!I'Ollnd 
O\"Cr which th·~ Clll'lny tnu,:t :ol'!••··•al'll. tun,of li'kt·wi~r he rein-

n} 

i 

forcctl; t.hc curtain:; •·•JIIIIC·ctiro~ J.nnctt.~s Th•"rws a11 r\ 
:McCook, J.unctt cs Thom:"'' :w•l Pnltn('r, Stauley :u11l X C"ll')', 
will he lllnnned also fro..:11 tl1c rc,;cn·c, with 11 liiJC., uf ~kir·. 
mishc:r;;, or with one or ~~·.~rc rauks of iuf;~utry, :u:crm\iu!: '" 
tho jut.lgmcnt of lho c•,,umnnc.lnut, nu•l :rt·crmliug lu t·l;o:i 1• 

bearings on the 1)oint thn~atcucd to he nttncketl. 
13th. The J.uncttc rrtl!~ckcr.l repul~es tl1c cucmy by it.~ tlr­

rcct fire of musketry ;1r11! artillery; the co!later:•l Lund tc:. 

nnd curtain~ cross their fire in front of it. In case the cn~­
my nttnck one of the curtain~, !!ucl1 curtniu is tu !Jc .;ln•n!:h· 
rein-forced, ns wen as tlu~ collatcml I~unctt,,s, and the crw~;~)· 
is met by the direct fire ~r the curtai'n, nml ct·v~,; firl' fru1n 
the saiu Lunettes; should :1 J,uuettc or curtain he tah:u hy 
surprise, or by ni~ht ntt:~ck, (owing to want ,,f vi;.;iluue·~ '!I' 

proper precaution;;,) ther Hoop:- hclon~iug to it. ~J,onlu rctr(:at 
to the right and left, unm:.~1:iog tltc cnptnnnl work, ;;u n;:: h• 

pennit the ''orl;s of the inner line to open fire into it :ou,l 
to clear the way for the re<:cn·e. Jloth the guuuer;; au•l thl.' in-

.. · fimtry troops should k carefully instructed. to fire I•JII'. 
nl\l;l to rcscn·e their fr.re, in rc.sistin:; nn :~s~ault, till tJ.,, 
enemy arriYcs in force -.·ithin GOO yard5 of the point ,.,f 
attack. To this end, m.:rh will be c.sta'Lli~hcd in friJnt •Jt' 
ench Lunette on n circtw\fcrcncc GOO yards tli!'tant f1·vm it, 
nnd the enemy should not l)C fin•rl upon cxerpt by :<1wrp­
s1Jootcrs, until t.hc cl1icf pnt of tl1e n~saulting c~hunn h:t:< 
approached within thest.: marh. 
. 1.'he Dlock-house~ c:~n1wt be taken by sm·pt·i~e, and will 

preycnt the surprise of the B('cloubts :md J.nncttcs iu which 
tl1ey nrc scntctl; they will nl,:(l be n scl·m·ity for till' l1ca~·y 

nrtillcry, which is not pl).;!cll habitually in :my work not pm­
vidcd with n Dlock-lJOn.o::t•. 

· 14th. The Connnambuf. nm:;t c11ic8y :rpprcllcntl, nut! gt!anl 
agninst,· s~rpriscs and ui~ht attacks-, hy n proprr ,:y:;tl'lll pf 
pickets, scouts nml 11nh·ol,:: llc tnn"t giYr thl! garri~<m t'l•llli­
dcncc thnt tlrc work..;: C:llllllll loc <'anictl hy n,o:;ault, cHI! J,y 
~~~ nrmy, if tl1c ntlack i:-: )!l'l']'l'l'ly autiripatrtl, :m•l it" it "lwul•l 
C\'Cl' l1:1ppcn that th•· l·'.,rlr·:~' j,- l'lll ,n· froom it~ l'<•llll:lanio•a­
til•n~ anrl iu\'l':'fr•l l•y :t 1"'\\'r•l-1'111 ;11'111~·· 111'. ~ll•ll.tl•lt·:~u.~r it too 
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be undcr;;to:,.} thr.t 1hc place can hold out. a JIJConlh ur so, :.ud 
tl1at ·rciufor~euH·nl.~ c:m r<'asun:tbly be c:tilcctctl within tlwt 
time. • ·. · •· > 

1 -. 

15th. It i;, r·;tilotatcll thnt tltc Portrcs~, gunisoucol :1111! 
provided with r.1o imuame11t us nloO\'e ·specified, is. e:apalJ!c of 
holtling out ei£ht \reeks nt lcnst, ngnin~t n force of tl1irly 

. , .. thousand m~n, t:r1uipped will: a hc:\\'ysic~;c h·ninj nnd tlouble 
'· · thnt period ~=ainst n;1 ·army of !;ixl): thous:uiu -. · ·:n1 unpro­

. video with a oie::e- train: . This c~timnte \vill ·scn·:i as a·Lnsi:-;. 
~pon which t? ~alcul:lte, .approximntcly, the 'resistance· that 
should be c:tpN:t<·J. of' gnrrisous exceeding one division. 

; .~ 16th. Thc~~quadron' or CR\'nlry' supposed' in tlu! estimnte ..to ·.- ., . 
. belong to tJicg:..rr:sou·, of Olle cli\·ision1 is .dc~ignccl'to furni~h . 

patrols nnd Yi·l-::tt•: . .;. lly ils 111c:llo!' tl1c Commnmlnnt cau 
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· .. 'keep l1ims•:lf inl~)rmc-d uf' the po,:ition_s ~an'•lntovcmcnts ··or ,. 
·the encllly .. 'Yhen tl1c Counn:inJant.'enu. 1io so witlt '}Jcrfccl 
security, he l!l~Y <·:trd out smnll fornging CXJoeclitions, guarded 
by the .squnrJr•.:-11 only, ·nnd with IIOt more thnn tr.o r.ompa- ,· 
nics~of infant~::, (with their nrms) to lo:idthcwngons~ · •. . 

17ih.: Th·~ 1.~·:'~{·5 ilml l:iulc.• IJrlon~ing. to 'the rr:ll'rl~on .. if . . . - . . '"'' " . 

. ··of one .. di\'i~:.::, 'l}'il) r·viL•i,·L·)I' t!;l: (·:n'~]ry.hoi·:;c-.:;, hor.:n;; of". .. · .. 
o!liccr.-; cnti:i~·.i :.:. h motllril•;J; niHl r'tiflicic:;t ;;uitnd~ for 11ft\··· · 
teams, '~z., tlm·~ 10 each \·,·gi::no:-nt: 'these 'dll ~ufl'tre for tl.:. ~ 
ord.innry rciiuir~ments of tl1e :g~u=ri~ou·. : -'I'he ·Post· Quarter . . 
Master'!' t!'alus· arc; of r.otirsc, iri mhlitioi1. to· the garrison'·:·, . 
teams. Tl1r p,.,~ Quart<·r~)Ia~tCI' ·wiJLbe·c~peetcd to reduce · 
tl1em to tb~·; minimnm ·capaltlc of doiug the 'work.' The>:··· 
Post Quart~r-)J :!;tcr !(':lllll;1 . nnJ· such _Iemus ns. limy .hn\·e ~ · 
arrh·e<l from Ha• rcnr or front,; f.;r the.· purpose or·. bring· 

•• ing ·up· or carr~·ing forwnrcl SU}'oplics, ·,\'ill hr Jl:ll'kcd be-
. tween 't.Jie pik.: J..ri·lge'and )lmfr.!t•s' ltolli~t', ncar the rivc'r: 

.... ~. "the rcgim<'nt~l t~ilmf, ,·iz.~ ~hrce tr.om~ to each regiment, anti ·· 
n }ll'O}'Ortion:tt·~ :tii;J\I':tuec to ·n,~c nt:lilh!J'y, will1'nrk according 
to rcgu.l:ttiou':. ·.. .. ~ , ·, :··. i '' : ' ·/ ·. · . , .• ~ · •.. . 

. : lith. It ni::y hapl·E-11 thn_t.lhc.CouuoJ;mdiu~ Ocncr:tl, upun. 
.Junrd1ing 1~\f\~nr·.l with. tl•e :muy, will ,:tat ion a light t!i,·i:;iuu. 

.. , at il•c J:'ort:-.:;-.- with iu~lru·l:tiot;:< tu, pr.,ycnt ·ea\'alry·t';Jic.ls. '._­
. ·. :.'upon !Itt' ·c··):iilll'Jil.i('ul iou; ul' .the· ar1ny with Xa~b·ilh·, a111l . . 

r ·I 
·I 
! 

!I 

the Forll·{·tiS if,df'. Jt lS 1'\·~llllll!I<;I)<]~J tJo:•' ._.h :o ,Jj,·i~inu 

l.tabitually cnc:unp on the \\'c,;l siuc of Ston·~ Hl\'t:r, :1h..l JH:nr 
by it, 011 the hinh grou~:•h 1Jclo.ccu th'! Wilkinson 1ulrl Frmol:­

. 'lin ro:~~k 
18tl•. Tbc Cnumt:lllllant t~llOulcl 1 · c It is ufiiccr.- to ~;tuoly 

~bo ltuvi.~c<l Rcglllati''li:: of tluJ Ar. ·. ,•ArticJcq 7Da to sr.u, 
. reluting to siege~; nnd t.!H• dcfcnr-c •Jf fortified. plac<'s j :ol!!o 
·_the follo'.'.:iug 

Ext.ract~; from ~· l1cgulations for t~1c Care cf Field 
Worl~ii and the· Government ·of their Garris:ms." 

·1st.: It will- b~ the cluty of tl1c Comm:mding Offl<'r-•· 'or 
~ach wt••'l.: ·to pro..-ide for !he care of th(' arr:t:li:I'JI!t, :tnd the: 

. 4lafcly nnd scn·iccabll' r.oll'lition of the mr.;.::1::in~.-, num:!J:oi­
•. · tiou 1 imp!cnicuts, and cqai;,liJI}Ut;;'; nod, b~· fn~."jl!Cl•t l'l'r.<rJllal 

. insfcction.<1 to !'Ccmc fltr. (•hse.rnmce. of the rul~ . .; r·rucriheJ 
, :•. for this l'urpose. · · ·· · 

· · ,. 2d. 'l,'he Comuiandiug O!TJcer v:ill ulalte hini.~f!lf :J.ZI}U;oint-.. , I . ·. ;_~ ~ ·with the nppronche3 to l1is w<:rk, the distance to cud1 
, ·. · :pr_omincnt poiut.cOi!l1l~· ··.lc:l .by his gun~;, the 1!:~11\rC:of tiH' 

; .. • · '. _grouncl between them :,;,;l ·hi~ po~t,.nnd tl11.: mo..;t pro:.b~J:,. 
· - · points of ::t~:.c]: npr:.:• it. · · - · · 

l· 

·r~ 
. I . ~ 

· :;. TAn.t.::!.: cr·. n \xm::> or DISTA:;c::: fJr <::!l'h p,oi:,t, ::u·l t!•c: 
· . ·: correspoacling ci~Y~ti••us iu ('a\'h. cr.sc, aceQrolin~ tv tlu: t::lttlrl'· 
. · :; ··of the projectile, with the prop~l' length or time of the fu:«• ., . ' 

f • 

'I' . 

.when shell. or casc-shnt ar;) useJ, will ba Ill !Ide ont for EACH 
,_., •• (JUN, cud furnisl1Cll to the uff1rr.r anrl uc-n-rouuni~.oiunrd ulr1: 
. · ·: ccrs scrving.it. A~ these tnhi:s Jiffer for difi'cn·nt kinrl;.; ot' 
·' .... guns, the S:IDlC men FhonJ..t he }l~l'lll:ll·•.'lltJy :~SSig'Ho:'d to tho• 

J. 
• I 

. I , ~.I • 

' .. /'\f'\ 
' .. 

·I 

'.e:~me piece. ' · · 
: · · '/ 3d. The l'l'ujcctilr,; ,Jwul<l uc U:rCil in thl'ir pnli•cr unlt•r .. 

At o. distanc_c SOLW SIWT; tl:..:n ~hell:> or ca:<c-l'lwt, c,;pcciall~· 
··'if firing at troop.~· 1~ 1.1:0:. · CA:SISTr.Jt on. or..A.J•t: J~ O:SJ.l' 

. . . . :··.FOR USE _AT SIIOltT nA:sm:~. "'h<'n Jllllllll!< :m• apJ'h':trh· 
-·,. . . : 'ing, SO that. tltcy Ctin lJC taken in' Oil'l'Ciion Of' thcil'. Lt:~l:'l'lf. 

·: ...... or Y£llY obliquely, SOI.IO SHOT i;; gl!n~rally tlw !J,·:<t ·pr,ljl't:·. 
·• -<.;tile, hccau~r. of it,; grl'atl•r :~ecur•H·y nnd Jlrnetn•til~g pvwe:r •. 

H the COJ.U~IN· con;:i::t~ of 1.".1\'al•)·, :<ome l'hcll;~_or.ca;:,1.;:lwt 
.. · ·.•wiH he U$Cful, f'rnm till' !]j._,,nJ.:r th!'il; hur.;tiug l'~''"lm·t·~ 

· . among tlu~ hor,;!'><.' "\" tu th1~ .n:~(lJ.l'T•:· oli~taJwt•;: at wl,il'l• 
. ,_._ .·the JlrOj<'dik:< mu.r.t t.• .n•t••l. lhl')· \·:.ry with tlu~ .!J,•,.i•ri}'tiuu 

· · and c:•libr,• of lhl~ ~"1111. :•n;l l':lll u1ilv lo;:' :•~~·,·rtail!t'tl J,,· ''"II· · . ~ . . . . .. 
. · ·Jiultiug tht' · 1',\ m.•:" Ill' r..\~Gt::'l. 'l'Jw pr•'~llliurht. )\;Itt:<: ''II 
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the nplornarl\C'~ to the: works t~hould ·l,c (\,~:;igu:oio•ol, their tli!l~ · tunN'~ potr•l, autl clircc·tinn~ ,\rn\1'11 up fol' the: ,\j[,,rcnl kim\~·: 
of ntull\llltitiun to lor. tl~l''l nl ra•:h gun 'I\· hen tl•r. <'IICIIIY.rcnch· 
cs them: }lurin~ the: urills ''"' :rtl•:nliotl of thn ('\lid'.• (lr 

. pi"" om\ ~''"" '~' •h"" M 1'.0<1 "' "tl) 1" olm w o 10 11• ;, «<1>jo•ol. 
-\th. CommRt\(lin~ OITtcrr:~ '' llll':tY ~pcciul sttrnli~·" In tl1c 

·pol\~o n "'1 r"'"""'" d '1" "'"''· A \1 611 h will be 
pron>pt1y ""'""1, ""111" ""'';"'"' 1>" l"'';,,.h<1y.ottondod 
to. .No one should lJc allowcu to w:,\lt on the pnrapr.t~. nor 
JnoYe or sit upon the gal,iun~, lo:~rrcl~ or ~:uHl b:tg!l thnt mny 
be plnr.cd upon· thctn. Wh('n injuries occur to the r.:ll·th 
wvrk:<, th•'Y !'h0ul•.l l1c .n't·:t·lrf!tl :ts quickly ns po~siblc hy the 

. g:~rrison" of the work. ·If of :1 ~:eriou;; nntm·•:, thl~j' should :\t 

once be rC'pot·tCll to the Engineer O!ftccr in chnrj',C ~f thl' 
wor\;:. 'AI•L JN.TO!'.ll:s TO TOE .:'ttAOAZHU:S or. l'LATFOR:,\IS 
OF Tll'F. GUNS Wlf.T• BE P!'.O~\l'TT.T Rl!l'Otl.TED AS S00!'-1 AS 

OllS t:r. \:1:11·. · . . ' ;,th. '~0 }'rl'~o)ll~.ll·'l <:Onncetf!d with tltC g-arri.•OII" of _tht• 
£dJ v;orb ,·;ill \,.: nllowcJ to entf!r thr·t\t exco'pt ;:i1.:h a< vi,\t 
them on duty, or. who han• l':t~~cs signrd hy cvnljlch'tlt au-
tltOrity; nor will nily .p•~rson, except commi~~ioncc\ otf1c':r5

1 

or 
tlto:.:l "'hose duty rrquirt'S thl'm to do so, he allowed l•) enter·· 
tl:c tn:t;~w.inr, or t•Jnch thr gnn~, their implements or Nl!'il"-

me n 1;:. · : . . ., ! · . "'h. The ,,,,.;,,,, "" . ~""'1i ;~"1'"" t1w .,.,,., l•Y.'"'

1

· 
''·"'· I dntg the "'f"''" (np['<') ''"1" nl the f'""'l'''• ,..,1 o1··" 11n 

I , cs:tcrior or oun:rr !'10p~. or l•:- :;o•.·:in~ r:ra3S !il'erl nn tlio:: sn· 
·\ , P"''' dope, 6<·;t eo<<';"g it with """" ,oil, Tho ~,.,, 

\

. . '"""'" " ""''"'1 W';"" of 11<e 1''"1"''• """"'"' .• ,.,,. ?.inc~, &c., should h•' oc,~casion:•llf w:tt~·t·r•l in 1h)" W(·athr.r, 

. . nnd the f!T:l~~ kcpL r.\oJi-l<'.ly cut. .. 1 . · ' .. ·<·:C'.Y'' c ' ... · . 7th. The "'"""""' t nl'" J;nt; In"\"~ hoCll on<'C "'1"hli<hcd 

\
' C '; .. ' .')'*"'11 not b .. c d<'n,Otl o<COJ'' h~ "''h""f) nf 11.0 ('no«H"ll<1o< 
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tl After the ~t.t1o or :·:t.1rf• · 
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l I the Arrey 0 r the C.tu;;bcr;' ' ·1; "'"' 

Ro.."'l ccran~, occup~ed lZv:r -~ .--ce:::L. 

federate f· rces, the Ar;"i of ~ 

During the ~ix: months, -~·1c Ur:." : 
' . . ' . 

for'liif1catlon'3 ncn.r the 
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·'- per led or six roonths. The Con-

· · .1 to Tull<lhoma end Shelbyville. 
~ 
0' · ··-:d, mini.oterad to the wounded, bOth 

.~·:,:ces, nnd constructod massive 

Th1s latter task ws completed 

:.:-..,_t erc:1t storohouse3 of supplies 

· P. ·tho works. · Several writers have 
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• .I r.lca.v~-: in ncnk of("' - ... ...... J • ( ~ , .... , ) . ..,_.....,.... .. #... ' : 
·, 

1 elnborato~r forti!'ic d t·.- · :· =.'··~: _: ·. 

··1· ,.~itsem, ~tr~ror. of Gi~~~ · .. ~":· ~ 
i :· tr~ny or th:) dcprl'7atiik, ::-: ... 

. - - {1 _.,..,_ . ··. 
\ - ........ 

. . 

·• :1 bit·:·::r rotro::;poot recct'tl~o 

•• l ., ... 

~ -:· .... : . · ··:tisod ~fio ai~n the ~ath ot Al-

. - .. ~ , ..... 

1~; I· omeornod t;9 eldcr}Or ~:~' ~ • • 

f;;l logil!llec. Su=rinlly, ~ol· · '· · · : 

l · tile fortre::- 3.• · . l!r~ .. ~n)~ ... ~~r • ~ • ~ • • · -· '· • · -. •• .: 

. '··· :-:·-:;::-:k ccns"crlption emd r.:orcl1cd to 

.. ·J~1 tho:::o 't:!"Jrciss · 

~il t-.i_t , "\'Tell,· they,· tho offi. · : '·_:·· :·. r ... in the fort' 1.n tho 17.'.':' . • • ,- ; 

.. - ·] to t:e e:rrcst~d snd plnced 
" -~ : .. ~~e crc-y-ha:trcd 

·. 

gcntlr·~~n, 1~:10 t·::rc C" • ·: · 

chccr!o.lly nr:1 ur.:--:r~ ·. · ' 
·and d~·lne ev:ryt·::O.~·.:o .. 

. . ' 

It. ·-~~ ·a .-p .. i ... i'.:.bl;...; ,..1·· · :- -:· , · · ....... ... __ , v u •. •··~ ,· ... ,j 

in ep~.te of c~o-::.,l1.· · ~-~-~··: 
e.r::ourt: -:d to a ':JY"t: •1 r."' · ·· ·: :' .. 
Md pJ ~ccd in lit~· ~f l-~.:. :~ :·' 

~ . . . 

... . ~ . · · : ... ·.;·a:n ·th!!·~ otl!r!·:J to them, 
..... \'·-; t:cn) .t:li·!:\Y from hc:ro!J, 

·; ;:: :· ._.cl1~·1 to tho fcrti!icCltions 
· ... ··.·11lch ~-::t th tl)(:m, ·m-;-cr 
; ~ -··~r.ll:::~l a~ for thoir psina, 
· · ·. :.tl. so"'Gi~~a.n 

by t'.lo small rJkci!ches !'rc; .-r~!-,t ~- · · :: 
.' ' 

. ·· ... · . ·, 

.. ~ ! . 

has_ olindni~~d nll but tl1a 
) . '~ . . . ' . ') \ . ·. 

,_!1 r.: ·· ' ·: :· · · ·· •. :. · • :· In or :;or to ·co~~prehcnd the largo 
Jl •. 

:; _: · > ~ .. · · ·>~ :~o lytle Creok. Alo~· this lina 
.· . .,. " 

• r, . . . 
are appror.·: ·ntoly tl-reP~Y ;,: ' 1.' • .... ' ~- ,. ; < · .. J; :~ .: ~-~ .cc~coll.c~t ·prcscrv~tion. Continu-

. .. r .~ . ., -..·.1:-:~ -~.::.., Old Frnnlclin Read n· d on th~ F. D • 

•: r '··· ·' -. M::t:-:1 croos tho I.ouiGVUlo nnd 
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.- ~ a. Azi art1lle17 ezhiblt located a~ a central point in the Park and 
deaig~ ~o acquaint .YisltQrs .li1th ·the types ~ gull8 'used ~ the 
battle. hc:M they were tired. et~ •• auld enhance the value ot the 
area •. Far thla purpase a~·-~eniit one gun or the Yarioua types uaecl 

·. tn the. battle shoulcl be DlJe ·available. · · · 

c. !he complete ~nt. ot Redoubt Brannan abould be restored. 
.. 
··.·· 

I lrcr example eee reports ot euch artilleey otflcer8 ·ae Robertson. in 
0.1 •• Tol. XX. Part I. P• T68-181J Bumphreya. P. 866J Barrett. p._ 768 

- ~ 1' • 0 I 

I 4Smamati.an· ot batteri~e !Doludecl 1D returns ot General Bragg. op. oit. 
,. 6~8-661. . 

..... • o# ~) . .. I I o ••• Serlea I• Tol •• 9. Part II. t• 802-603 (Report of·.a. a •. tower) 

. o. 1 •• Serl$••· I. Vol. lXXII• p.9a . 
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