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© THE HISTOXY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

Chapter 1

Foliouing the battle of Stones River, General Eraxton

“Erngg's Confederate Aroy of Tennessee evacuated Marfreesboro,

I Fortress Rosecrans Takes Shape

Tennesssa, Bragg was successful in his efforts to steal a march
on the Federals., Covered by his ha}d-riding cavalry. Brazg
retired to Tullahoma, Tennessee, The advance contln;gents of Uajor
General Williza S. Rosecrans' Aruy of the Cumterland entered
[-iuz.'f:;;aesboro: on Jamary 5, 1863, the day agter Eragg had departed.
che’pt for a half-nearted pursuit by the Union cavalry, Rosecransg'
tattered aray made no attempt to follow the Confederates,

Tho days immediately following the occupation of
‘Murfreesboro were busy ones for the Federals, Rosecrans put his

troops to wor% converting the area into a great military base.

a fow days, construction crews had back in operation the section
of the Nashville and Chattanooga Hallroad which linked farfreasbaro
with ’Nashville. To protoct the wital raillroad bridge and the

acarky span whleh carrled the Xashville pike across Stones River,

<,
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Rosecrans ordered the area fortified., ZEBrigadler Ceneral James S.
FMorton, Rosecrans' chiefl englneer, was put in charge of the
project, The ofTicers in charge of the various units of the Army
of the Cumberlénd which wers camped in and around Hucrfreastoro
would b3 called on caily for large fatigue details, These
detachments would report to Morton's assletants for work on the
fortifications. B ‘

As soon as General ¥orton had lald out ths fort, ground
vas broken, Work progressed rapidly., On February 22, General
Rosecrans wrote Caief of Staff Henry W, Halleck that the
fortificatinns were rapidly taking shape. Rosecrans pointed out
that the urfreesboro works would scrve a two-fold purnose, when
his army pushed on toward Chattanooga, thase earthworks would ke
garrisonad by a brigade ami serve as a secondary dapot; If the
Confederates racevered the initiolive, they would provide the firmy
of the Cumeerland with.a strong point to fall back upon,

Five duye later, Rosecrans again contacted Halieck in
referenca to the 3urfreesboro fortifications, He reported that
they wera "well advanced", The general oxpressed the opinion that,
when completed, a brigzde posted in the fort would *bs avle to
2

cover ths depots arnd bridges against a division or two",

Apparently, tha works werec rot a2s closge to being [inished as




Rosecrans had believed, When ths general telegraphed Halleck on
March 22, he otserved, "Our depots ard defenses are being bushed
forward here with almost 4,00C men daily at work." 3

Shortly thereaftcr,-the fort was prqnounced to be in a

Eth, Posecrans requested Halleck to

N

defensible ccndition. On the
ser<d him several companies of regular artillerists. He wanted to
_use thg reguigrs to man the heavy guné which.were teing placed in
the "stréug" Qorks at Hashville and Murfreesborc, b Halleck
apvarently ignored Rosecrans' rsquest for the artillefisté, because
no rogular units were sent to the Army of thse Cumberland at this

time,

The line'af rifle pits guarding the approaches to the
bridges and the magazines was about 14,600 feet in length, Stoneé
River divided the fzort into two unequal parts. TFoth the MNashville
ard Chnttéﬁooga Ratlrczd and the Nashville pike passed through ths
fortress., To facilitate the movement of supplies in and out of
the derot arza, a spur was tuili, Two lunettes (liegley and
Stanley) and one battery (Cruft) were locatad on tho left bank of
thé river, Redoupt.Schofiéld was located bahind and in cupport of
these thrae.stn:ng points, Seven lunettes (Palmer, Thomas, McCeok,
Critienden, Granzer, Rousssaun, and P.-*ynolds',‘ and one battery

(Mitehell) were the strong points located along the fortified line
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east of the river. Tws of these (Iurettss Palier and Thomas) were

gouth of Lytle Creck, Within the periueter were thres redoubts

(Brannan, T. J. Ycod, and Johnson). In addition, there were three

outlyings works. .Pemi-;unette Dzvis and Demi-Iunette Garfiéld were -

located on the high aground scuth of &tlie Creek, commarding the

Franklin road, Redan Van Cleove covered the approaches to the

Nashville ford from the east, At various strategic points on the ‘3{ .
approaches to thv fort, trees were felled and an abatis forzed,
The magazine, ordnunce, quartermastsr, and engineers! dep6t3 wore . . §

on the east side of the river; the commlssary depots on the west

side, 5 . .
. &
then completed, tns fortresg was an enclosed work ' ‘.
K
containing atout 200 acres. This largs woric was "cowuposed of a b
i
i
series of bastion fronts, wiilh small, lrveazalar tastions and X

breken curtains®, A memter of the Corzs of Enginecers {(frigasdler

(]

General Zealous B. Tower} deseribed Lhe foriraess:

eso 283 cOnsisiing of luneties connected : L

oy indented lires, having in the interior fouyw e
rectangular redoubty, and one lunztie as keews Bl
to the posi*ion. In large gecemanent works, . x
with high searps, tha ditches arve swept Tty : .
guns in tnc flaniza, becauszo the deprossicn of i
the guns prevents Ln snlster-bulls fronm .
rising above the peropet., o fia2ld forts, oo
With dilciias only six feet desp awdl long v
- curtaing, oppositc flanks canmot fire in the P
gace manner ag in peroanent works withoul risk '



Ifortrosb were "properly garrisoned and well defended“, it could
lrevatted with fascinss, To proteet the defenders against ,

ordnance was fircd through embrasurves which uare protected by B
gablons,
interior redoubts (Brannaa, T. J. Wocd, Johnson, and Schofidld)
Ihad larpe blockhnouses, tuilt in the form of a ceruss, The
magazines, except in Eran;én Redonbi, werse gnsll; that in Pattery
lx"ﬁ.tchell vay subject to flocding, Consequantly, during the wab: _ ' _ , ,'
822861,

four redoubts washed badly duriny perlods of prolonged rain,

in Ju;

1
]

Towar placed himself on rpcord as T porti*:c' that if the

Fricochet fire", & number of iraverses were thrown up. The heavy i

Tvo of the lunetles (Thomas ard MeCoox) and the four

Soxme tima betucan the end of March and the zocond week

to tha defenders; but by breaking tho curtain
line the ditches are swept Ly close rmszketry,
This is tne manner of flanking the ditches of
Fortress Rogzerans, Its lines give powerful
cross fires, and direct fires, both of : ’ :
artillery a,d infantry, on all the approaches, ‘
Plzced on ths crests of the elevations, they
rot only command thoe distant country, tut o
affectnally swes) the gentle slopes wuithin 5o
canister-range : '
1 -

not be t'uce'x except bty siege., The parapets were elevated and i
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was vgeless, Furtherrore, the ditches fronting the .

6 i

-

thcse foriifications guarding the Stones River Tridgzes R

and the Murfreeshors mavazines wore deslgnatr:d Foriress Rosecrans, 20
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l On June 12, Rosecrans reported that the foriress was garrisoned by

2,75% light duty convalescents, 7

4 . By the beglnning of the fourth week iln Juns, preparations

i :
had been completed and the Aruy of the Cumberland was ready to
b :
‘ take the fisld, Goaded on Ly Halleck, Rosecrang plannsd to drive

' l the Confederates out of iiddle Tennesges and eaptura Chattanoogz.
1

Iy

Before leaving Marfreesboro, Rosecrans (on the 23d) issued an

i

' lordez- directing‘ Brigadier General iHoratio P. Van Cleve to take

t

; Icharge of Fortress Rosecrans cn the departurse of the arzy, (At

* 7 this time, Van Cleve lad a division in Hajor General Thomas J,

)

‘ ICrittenc%en's X4I Aroy Corps.) Rosecrans wanted Van Clave o

? deplcy his trcops so as to protect iurfreestoro. ie would ses

i‘f that all public propsriy was removed to within the fortifications,
' All ths wagens belonging to the supply and baggage trains were to
be breught inside the fortress and parked near Stones Piver, Van

lClcve would also be responsible for the Murfreesboro military

hospitals arnd the convalascent camp,

6
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l THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS
Notes == Chapter I
l Fortross Roscerans Takes Shape

l 1 Ihe #ar af ihe Bebpllion: 4:. Compilatlon of the 0Lfinsial Records
of the Union asnd Confodarate Armiag, Series I, Vol. XXIII, pt. II,
l 81. {(Cited hereafter as 0. R.)
lz Ibid., 90.
3 IDnid., 154, .
Iu nid., 182, ) ,

.

' 5 Atlag re Accoumnany the Officind Racords of the Uniza and

- P

Contederate Arndes. ('-:.":zshl’mgton, 1391-1855), Plate CXIX, Fig. 3
l'I”ne lunettes, demi~ivnettes, redoubts, ar;.d redans were nanad for
- general officors asiizgnnd ;o the Ariiy of the Cuwberland.,
l6 Q. R., Series I, ¥ol. XiIX, p»%. II, 502.

? 9. R., Series I, Vol. XXIIX, pt. II, 423,

Ikid,, 447,
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THE HISTOXY OF IFOXTRESS ROSECRANS

) ' Chapter IIX

'19 Defenders sf Vortress Rosecrans Change with the Shifting Tides

lhe Army of the Cumberland forged ragidly éhcad. On June 27, . '

of the dar

In the days followingz its departure froam Murfreestoro,

Rosecrans issuzd ins*ructicns for Yan Cleve to held his divi.e_ion
ady to move at a woment's notice., As y2t, Rosecrans contimued,
€ had not made up his mind wheiher Van Cleva would rajoin
itterden's covps uhich was en rceute to ilanchester, or support

l’ujor General Gordon Grengerts Heserve Corps which was magsed at

Christiana, 1

l It was dly 5 tofore Van Cleve's division left
tarfressioro.  Pricr to thelr departure, Van Cleve's troops were

>

relieved of the responcibility for the defense of Foriress
Io&ecr:ms by Brizadier Gennral willlan T. Jdard's brigads, 2
Wilthin a short tire, ¥acd!s Lricads was transferred to Lavergne
'md Arigadicr CGencral Jawmes D, iorgan's diviailon moved into

freesore. A detachzenl Lroo (orzants comaand was detalled to
3 .

garrigon Foriress Rosecxrans, Idke Ward's brigade, Morgan's

i
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. division was attached to Granger's Resgerve Corpsf
| Horgan's division did not remain ;t Fortress Rosecrans
very long. At the end of the third week in Magust, ﬁbrgan's
divisicn was sent to Columbia, Tennessee, Morgan's frocps had
teen given the task of covering the constraction crews which wera
rebuilding the Nashville and Cecatur Rallroad., Prior to liorgan's
departiure from Burfreestoro, Frigadier Genersl James B, Stesdman's
division cf Granger's Reserve Corps took over the defense cf the
Nashville and Chattancoza Railroad, This railroad served as tbe
supply liﬁe for the Army of the Cumberland as it pushed steadily
toward Chattanooga. TFor the time being, Steedman established his
headquariors in Murfreeskoro. b
In making his disposition for the defense of the vital
railroaé. Steedman rosted Colonal Thomas E, éhampion's brigade at
Sstiil‘Springs, Colonel William 2. Reld's et Shelhyville, and
Coloneld John Coturn’s at Fortress Roseccans, The 9th HBattery,
Chio Iight Artillzry - and the 5th Iowa Cavalry were also stationed
at the fortress, > Champlon's aand Reld's trigades wsre shifted to

”

Cowan on Septemcer 7. © Following the occupation of Chattancoga
by the Aray of the Cumborland on Septamter 9, Steedman was ordared
to rush Chowpion's and Held's btrigades to thot point. 7 The

transfer of these two brigades to the Itont forced Colonzl Coturn

e s



to spread his brigada very thin, Besides holding Fortress

. Rosecrans, Cobturn’s troops now had to guard the raillroad between
l i-fnrfreesboro and Tullahoma., To discharge his mission, Coburn ~
l transferred h.is headquarters to Tullahoma, 8 .

At Chickamanga (on éeptember 19 and 20), General Fragg's

l Confederates attacked and weested the initlative from the Federals,

Rosserans' arzy was driven back into Chattancoga, Pressing forward,

l tha rebasls quickly invested the city. In an effort to cut off the - ': N

IUnion supplies, General Eragg sent Ha,jor'General Joseph ‘::;heeler's |

cavalrymen into Middle Tennassee, Cn Octcter 3, the Confelderate

Iraiders captured Hellinnvilile, 9 (After leaving McMinnville,

Wheeler's eolwan headed fer Furfresstoro,
’ . In the umeantlirce, the Hashville Federals had teen warned
lof tns Rebsls'! approach., General Ward was ordered to hurry to ths
depct and take charge of the advanced contingents from Major General

Iienry We Slocum’s XII Corps, wnich was scheduled to pass through

YA el e W oL s e as e OW R
-

Vashvllle'. {In an offort to relieve Chattanocoga, the Union leader's
[Lad rushecl‘x two coens from the V_ irginia ‘theatre of operations to the
l:oa."r..) Ward was Lo take charge o.f theseo troops, proceed to .

Hurfreosboro and defend the toun, It was nearly 8 a, m. on the '
'th tefore the soath dwund tronp traln nerived, Boarding the traln,

ierd hastence to Mufreestoro., The train reached Murf{ressboro a !

i
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little after 10 a, m. At this time, Whesler had also advanced
into the area'and was warshaling his command south of the toun,
Without a moment's hesitatlon, Ward ordered the soldiers off the
trai;. The blueclads §uick1y manned thé defenses of Fortress
Rosecrans, Taking cognlzance of the strength of Fortress
Rogecrans, Whesler decided not to attack ths rallroad btridge north
of Yurfreestoro. Instead, he roved against the bridge spanning
the Middle Fork of Stones River, th;ee miles south of Marfreesboro,
Pressing forward, the Confederates attacked and forced the
surronder of tie stockade guarding this bridge, After burning the
bridge and tearing ﬁp the track, the raiders pushed on toward
Shelbyville, 29 |

Az soon 3s the emergency had paesed, General Ward
returned to Mashville., On October 24, Major Géneral George H,
Thoxzs, who hed agsumed comnmand of the Army of the Cumberland four
days before, issued orders for Colon=1l Coturn to concentrate his
trigade at Murfrsestore., (By this timé. Coburn's brigade had been
detached frow Steedman's divislion.) Upon raaching turfreestoro,
Coburn's truops wera to rélieve the units of the XII Corps that
wera pésted there, One of Slocun's dlvisions (Brigadier Gensral
Alphsus S. Williauws') would, in the future, be held responsible

for guarding the Hashville and Chattarooga Railroad between

i3
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|‘amri‘reesboro and Bridgeporti, Alabamna.
Evidently, Cobura was in no hurry to earry out Thomas'
ldirective. On November 3, Gensral 9¥illiams informsd Ceneral

Slccum that Coburn's hrigode was wldely disgersad, The 33d Indiana,

to2 peneral reported, was scattered in seven different posts, thne

8§5th Indiana was at Duck River, the 16th Hichigan =zt Mcliinnville,

) 12
and the 22d Wisconsin at Fortress Rusecrans, :

I Within the next several days, Coturn's trigade was

reasasiznad to the newly constituted District of hashvilla. Major

lGeneral Iovell H. Roussaau was placed in charge of the district en

l.:ovemcer 10, ’r‘ortross Rosacrana andd ths Murlressboro area vers

included within t’s» cenfines of iousseau's new comaard., Rougsean

Iua to give hig gpec dl attention to the peotection of the ruilrm-ds
(the louwisville and Hashville, tha Nashville ard Horthuestern, and

hie Hasnville and Cmttamoga) which were located within his

r‘.istrict. )

Upon taking charge of hig district, Kousscuu made co rtaln

lﬁhat Coturn carried ont his instructions, Within a short tlams,

Fousseau was able to report that Cokurn's trigade was concenteated

t furfreesboro., Three non-brigaded regimeats {ihe 115th Ohio,

L2

Ihe 17th 1, S, Colored Troops, and the 31st Wisconsin), and one

i
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artillery'unit (the 1st Battery, Kentuciy light Artillery) were
gléo based at Fortress Rosecrans., Detachments from one of the
three Ainfantry rzgiments -- the 115th Ohlo <= were detailed to
man the stockades which were located at strategic points along tha
railroad between Rashville and Tullahoma. Followinz the debscle

at Chickamauga, General Van Cleve had besn reliéved of duty with
the Army oi the Cumberland, Van Cleve was ordered to erfreesboro,
whers he assumsd command of the posi, 14

At the battle of Chattanooga, which was fought on

Novemter 25, the Union "Army Croup" comuanded by Major General

Ulysses 5. Orant routed Eragg's Army of Tennessee. The Confederates

£l back to Dalten, Gecrgia, where Pragy askad to Lo relieved,
General Josepn E, Johnsion took charge of the Army of Tennessece,
Tre two opposing armies then weat into winter quartersg,

Thomas, on sanuary 2, 18&h, issued an ordar organizing
the 23d Miszouri Infantry, the 115th Ohio Infantry, the bth
Tennessee Infaniry, agd the 31st Wisconsin Infaniry into g
trigade, Gensral Van Cleve was aséigned to the coimmand of thids
newly constituted unit, At the same time, Colonel Coturals
brigade was assigned to a nswly constituted division commanded by
Genefal'ward. Ward!s divislon was transfefred to tha Chattanocoga

area inmediately thereafter. “ollowing the departure of Coburn's

-, .
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troopa, the defense of tha Murfreesboro area was entrusted to Van
Clsva'’s brigade, 15

In January, Major John Mendenhall visited Fortress

el A, 2

Rose¢rans. Th=2 major, in accordance with instructions fron

1

Erigadier General John ¥, Brannan, wis nzking an inspgection of the

artillery emplaced in the foris located in tha Department of ths

Cumterland, In his report which he filed on. Jannary 14,

Merdenhall made the following commsents regsrding Fortress

The fort is manned by the First Kentucky ' o
Battery and atcut 3GC convalsescent effizers and
spldiers, all umdier the comnand of Major
[iiaricg/ Hougnialins, First Zllinols Light
srtillsry, - .

Tha guns are divided into tatteries of
£from thres to nine guns each, undzr the sharge
of a comrissionad efficer, and froa €0 to 103 S
entisted men peasent. -

Eatferv Miﬁchqll is comuanded by
loutenant fdonn B,/ irwin, of the First : o
Kertusizr Battery, and 13 armed with on2 il2- : :
pounder and one G-poundar field gun, and two o
S-4neh siege howltzern. :

Battery _at iunetts Paluer, by First
Lisutonent Luxv:v; Jonas, Seventy-Linth Iadiana S
Velunteers, arsnzd wilh four CG-poundzcs Parroti
fisld zunz and cne B-inch siaze howitzer,

Battery at iunstta Hcloolk, by Capt. J. R, ' o
Plscus, Sevoatesnth Indlanua, armed with cne

24 -pounder,

riiied, four G-pounder Pavrotl R
fisli guns, znd t

0 B-inch Jiﬁye hewltzers.

e ;



-

wr

Battery at lLanetite Regley, by Capt. D. M,
Roberts, Seventy-f£ifth Illinois, armed with
tuo 6-pourders, one 3-inch, one 6-pounder James
rifle field-guns, and one S-inch siege howitzer,

. Battery at Tunettes Rousseau, Sheridan,
[Thomag/ and Reynolds, by Cact. ¥W. A. Gregory,
Twenty-S=scond Illinols, armed with three 6-
pourxier fileld guns, one 24-pounder, rifled, and
one d-inch sisge howitzer,

Battel' at Dinettes Granger and Crittenden,
by Capt. W. B. Doughty, Thirty-seventh Indlana,
armed.. wlth cne 6~pounder and one 3-inch gun,
and one lZ-pounder field howitzer.

Battery at Redoutt Johnswn, by Lieut,
¥Willigm Pool, Fizhty-seventh Indiana, armed
with four 24-pounders, rifled. .

Battery at Redoubt Schofield, by First
~ut., William H. Leaz;my, Hineteenth U, S,
Infantry, armed with cne 30-pounder Parcoti,
fourr 24-pourndlers, siege, and ona 6-pounder,
field guns,

Battiery at Redoubt ¥YWeood, armed with four
°h~pounderq, ifled,

Egttery at Redoubt Frannan, by Second
Lieat, J. D, Williams, Hinth ichigan, armed
@ith three S0-pounder Perrotts, two 1Z-pounder
Tield gung, and one 8.iuch sizge howitzer.

_ The First Kentuciy Ba ttnvy (Captain
[Theodors 5,/ The muSSUQ> begides its own zuns,
twe d-vounders, ong 3-inch and two é-pounder
James rirled field guns, has charge of one 2U-
pounder, rifled, and three &-inch siege
nowitesrs, Hach battery, gxcept the one at
Innsttas uranger and Srittenden, has a magazine,
all of wiiich are in guwoa condlition., A little
dam‘neaa can he seen in thres or four of them

x
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In the sscord wesak of Maras

after a long, heavy rain. At Redoubt Schofield
the magazine lealked slightly, but will be fixed
as soon as the weather will permit, iajor
Houghtaling told we that this magazine had
heretofore been considered the best in the fort,

I could not get into the large magazine,
the man wino had the key could rot be rourd.
Gensral Van Cleve and Hajor noughialing, who
wore in it a few dsys before, sald that it was
in a very good condition, but that there was
slight dampnegs after long raing., The gallery
around this magazine has fallen 1in in tuwo
places, but can te easily repaired,

The military appsarance, diseipline,
drill, police, care of guns and implements,
very good. The men are in comfortable huats,
Hess arrvangemnznty good,

The First Kentueky Battery, 3% hotases,
sowe of willen ore convalescent herses, and
the others ar2 suca as could ve bouzht in the
country around inrfrcestorough., Thay are not
in good cordiition, and ars generully too light
for ariillery. The battory is keot 4in good
order 2ud the horses have a very good stahlo,

The gcarps of tha redoubts ars giving way
badly whersz galleriss were to have been nade,
Some of the txaverses are also falling doung
ona of them has beszn almost entirely tuilt by
the garricson,

The block~houses all leak Ladly, and are
therefore llttle uscd even for slore-houses.

Qarrison, One hundred and fiftesnth Ohio 26
and Tweniy-second and Thirty-first Wlseconsin,

T. Sheraman was placed in coam’nd of the wast HMilitary Division of

9

1884, Major General Willianm
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the Mississippi. At tho same time, General Grant was promoted to

a lieutenant general and called to Washington to take charge of
the arxies of the United’States. According to the plan of
operations worked out by Grant, Sherman's "Aray Group" was to
lzunch a drive into northwest Georgia and erdeavor to destroy
General Johnston's Army of Tennessee, Sheruan would also have as
his objective the captgre of Atlanﬁa._ |

Preparatory to moving against Johnston, Sherman sought
to~pr§vide for the security of the .Nashville and Chattanocoga S . :
Railroad. This rallroad would bs Sherman's {%fe 1ine as his “Army
Group" plunged deeper into the Confaderate "Heargland", Looking
in tgls direction, General Brannan, on ii2ich 23, issued an order
assigning three batteries (Battery D, 1lst Michigan light Artillery,
the 8th Battory, Wisconsin Light Artillery, and ths 12th Battery,
Ohio Light Artiliery) to Fortréss Rosecrans.

The cznnonzers from these tiwse unils would man the guns
emplaced in the fortifiéations, Eefore leaving Hashville, where
they wera currently stationed, ths three designated vatterles were

to "turn over their guns, horses, harness, 2c., to Colonel Jawmes

e

M, Bertlstt, The colonel, in turn, would see that thls property : 4
vag transfarred to the othar crganizations telonging to the

rtillery Reserve of the Army of the Cumberland, At the same time,

v
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ths lst RBatterw, Kertucky Idght Artillery was assizned to the

Artillery Reservo and ordered to Chattamooga. By the end of
Harcﬁ, the ihree batteries had reached Fortress Rosscrans, where
they reported té KaJor Houghtaling. As soon as the Hentucklans
had teen relisved, they joinad the Artillery Reserve, 17
Brigadier Gensral William D, #hipple, Thomas' chief of
staff (on April 8) subaitted a atatem;nt enunmsrating the rumber

of troops which he estimated would e necessary to hold the

blockhouses. These stockades were heing erected to protect the

bridges on ths Nasaville and Chattancoga Railroad. (See Appendizx
A.) The troops hclding tnesze blockhouses would be supported by
garrisons posted atl Hurfreesboro, Tullahoma, Stevenson, and - :
Bridgeport. At present, Wnipnle commented, tho'railroad bofween ) ?
Fogterville ami urirseshoro was guarded Tty the 23d Milssouri; the
regimental headquarters were at Christiana. Murfreesboro was
occupied by tne 115th Ohio, tha 3lst Wisconsin, and 334
convalescents, the gerncral noted., In additicn to the threeo
batteries of artillery, two companies from the 23d HMissouri held
Fortress Roseerans, The 85th Indlana uatehed the railroad from : -if
Fortress Rosecrans to Nashville,
Whipple thought that this was aiingly too wmany msn, He

. . P ~ b : \‘v
suggested that the 234 Hiasouri be relleved of duty on the railroad )
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which were stationsd along the line of the Nashville and

and sent to Mciinnville. There, the Missoﬁrians would rslieve the
19th ¥lchizan; the !Michigandsrs would be freed to rejoiﬁ Coturn's
£rigade at the front, The Murfreestoro convalescents were to be
armed, Along yith the 115th.Chio and the 3lst Wisconagin, the
convalescents would be charged with guarding Murfreesboro and the
blockhcuses beiwesr that city and Tullahoma, 18 ;

: Thomas moved promptly 1o carry out Whipple's | _ ’

recommendations, On 4pril 12, he issued orders for Rousseau to -

relisve two of ths regiments (the 85th Indiana and the 22d Missouri)

Chattancoga Railroad. These troops were to be replaced by soldliers

from the Hashville garrison, The 23d Hizssuriywas to relieve the '

15th Hichigan at HeMinnvilie, 7Foth theZBh
Indianians were to be sent to Chattamvoza., Upon reaching P
L

Ghattanooza on the 14th, these two reglaents werz assigned to the
. I
XX Army Corpae 19 : .
General Sherman began his drvive toward Atlanta on HMay 5.

For the next four months, Sh=rman's "Arsy Croun' was in constant
and bloody contach with the Confederaie Army of Tennasssee. During Lo

this period, the Uninn authoritles made several administrative

chanzes in Tennzssee., Farly in the summer, the District of

Nashville was rednesignated as the District: of Tennessee, 20" A new v

1|



comnand, the “Defenses Nashville and Chattancoza Railroad", was

also constituted, Hajof General Rovert H, Milroy was placed in
Icharge of the three brigades (Van Cleve's, Robinsor{'s, and

Krzyzanouski's) which were given the task of guarding the wvital
Irailroad.

By this time, Van Cleve's brigade had been reduced to
lono infantry regiment (ths 115th Ghio) g:d thre_e tatteries of
Iartillery (Battory D, 1st klchigan, the 1Zth 0?116, and the 8th

Wwiscongin), {xt the end of the fir;;t week of June, Van Cleve's
lother infantry regiment (the 31st Wisconsin} had been detached and
ordered to lashville, Van Cleve used his artillerists to garrison
)' .E'c:-t:-ass ;'j;')s':érans, while the infantrymen of the 115th Chio were
’ Iposted in the blockhouses which guarded the railroad bridges on

A ™~

eilther side of Murfraasstors, [deutenantyColonel wWalker E, Lawrence

3

l‘nad aléc replaced Najor doughtaling as commardant of Fortress
' gm FOZ€Crang. 21
I Atlanta, cn thz night of Seplember 1, was evacuszied by
Ithe Aruny of Tennessea, which was led row by General John B, ¥ood,

(General Johnston had been relisved by Preaident Jefferson Davis
lon July 17.) Shermants bluacoated 1egf.Lons coured into the

lstrategic city the folinwing morning, Within two weeks, lMojor

Ceneral Yathan B, Forrest lavnched a slazhing raid on the Union

1 . b
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comzunication lines in north Alabama ard ¥iddle Tennesses, Even

Itf\ough Forrest's hard-riding troopers failed to reach Fortreés
lRosecrans. they caused a flurry of activity among the Murfreestoro
Federals, To strengthen tha garrison at Fortress Rbsecrans.
lGenez'al‘E-.cusseau rushad the 174th Ghio to 2~5urfree§'::orm A3 soon
as the danger had passed, the 174tn Chio, on Qciober 23, was
Itransferred to Decatur, Alabama, 22 _
I In the meantinme, Hood had regrouped-bis army and roved
into northern Alsktama, Shermsn had erdeavored to follow the Army
l of Tennessee, Unable to overtakke the hard-marching Rebel legio,r.ss,
Sherman's tluecoats returned to Atlanta, Here, Sheﬁan atripped
I dnuzn his arwmy, preparatory to making hls famous "ilarch to ths Sean, !
) I General Thomas was detached and orderesd to Tennesseec, The "Rock '
of Chickamauga® was given the tosk of coping with Hood's precjected D

I invasion of liddls Tennessee,

.
.
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THE HISTIAY OF I'URTRS35 ROSECRANS

Notes = Chapter II

The Defenders of Fortress Rosecrans Change with the Shifting Tides

of the war

1 0. 2., Series I, Vol. XKIII, zt. IT, 458-459.

2 1ibid., 496, 503, 508.

3 Ibid., 573, 6C6.

4 0. X., Series I, Vol. XXX, pt. III, 38, 141, 156, 250. The 5th

Jowa Cavalry was crdered tc Mcilinnville on Savtember 6;_the 9th
Ohio Eattery was transferred to Tulluhoma on the previous day.

5 Ivid., 329. Colonels Champion and Reid disposed of their units

35 follows:

Resiment Comniandine Officer ihere gtationed

Qrinand

Colonal Champlion $6th Illinois
84th Indiana |
115th Illinodis
LOth Ohio

Colonel Reid 98th Ohio

1215t Ohio

113th Ohilo

78tk Illinois

- B & . e g
Py e k) L

I T

It, Col. T. L. Clarke

t, Cnl, S. Orr

“Col. J. H. ¥nore

Cél. J. E. Taylor'
Lt, Col, J. 3, Pearce
Lt, Col. B, Banning
2, Warﬁm'

Van Visck

Estill Springs
Estilil Springs
Fosterville
Tullzhoma
wartrace
Covian

Wartrace

Shelbyville
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Ibid.,

ioid.,

397,

531. 612~613.

636,

Seriss I, Vol. XXX, pt. IV, 84-83,
Series I, Vol, X%X, pt. II, 7Gi, 7C6-7C7.
Series I, Voi. XXAI, pt. I, 716.

Series I, Vol. XXXI, pt. III, 27.

109.

558, In April, the 17th U. 3. Colored Infantry was

transferred from Murfreesboro to Nashville.

15 0. &., Series I, Vol, LII, pt, I, 510; O0. R,, Series X, Vol,

XXII, pt. II, 232. The bLth Tennessce infantry was statlonsd in

Knoxville at this time, This regiment never reported to General

Van Cleve, On April 10, 186%, the Tennesseecans were reassigred to

the XXIII Arny Corps.

16 0. R., Serles I, Vol, XXXII, pt. II, 93-S4. General Brannan

held the position of chief ef artillery for the Department of the

Cumberlard,
17 Q. R.,
18 Inid.,
19 Inid.,
20 0. R.,

Major Hendenhall was Brannan's assistant,
Zerles I, Vol. XAXII, pt. IIX, 1234, 212,
290-291,

337-328, 36k,
Seriss I, Vol., XXXIX, pt. II, 62, 325,
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21 Ibid., 327; Frederick H, Dyer, Compendium of the Yar of ithe

Rebellion, (Des Moines, 1G09), U466-4E3, €36, After a short tour

of duty at Nashville, the 31st Wisconsin joined Sherman's "Aruy
Groun® before Atlanta. Colonel ¥dward J, Robinsorn's brigade was
stationed at Tullahoza znd Colonel Wladikir Arzyzanocwski's at
Bridgeﬁort, Alabana,

22 0. R., Series I, Vol. XXXIX, pt. II_, 1495;_9,. R., Series I, Vol.
XIX, pt. I, .542-949; Dyer, Ccmpendium of the War of the Rebellion,

1553.
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THE HISTORY OF FORTRES3 ROSECRANS

Chapter IIX

Hood Invades Middle Tennessee

when General Hood's Confederate Army of Tennzssee
launched its invasion of Middle Tennsessee &t the end of the third
week of Fovember 1864, General Rousséau wag. still in charge of
the District of Tennesses., Rousseau maintained his headquarters
at Nashville. In addition to protecting }iddle Tonnessee from
raids by the Confederate cavalry, Houssean's commnand was charged
with the defensa of the rullroads of the area which had been
restorad to service uy tﬁe military.

Undoubtedly, the wost important raillrozd in Rousseau's
disirict was the Kashville and Chattanooga. To p{otect this
railrodd, a command designated as tﬁe Cefenses of the Nashvillo
énd Chattanooga Rgilroad had been constituted ty the Union
authorities, General Hilroy had been placed in charge of this
corwnand, Py thisg time, Milroy's command had been reduced to
two brigades, Drigadier General ioratio F. Van Cleve was in
churze of the lst Brigade; Colonel Wladimir Xrzyzanouwskl led the

3d Erigade. Cclonel Edward J, Robinson's Zd Brigade had been

disbanded. Two of Robinson's resiments (the 137th and 138th Indlana)
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had been sustered out; his otnar units now reported directly to
Milroy.

Van Cleve'’s troops wers charged with the defense of the
the railroad tetween Nashville and Mfurfreesboro, On the final day
of Octoher, Van Cleve's L“i rade contzined only one infantcy
regiment (the ll5th Onio) and three batterlies. Ths.Ghio
infantrymen wers used to garrison the seven vlockhouses which the
Federals had constructed to protect the brld*es on the section of
the railréad guarded by Van Cleve's troops, Van Cleve's three
artillery units were stationed in Fortress Rosecrans, the strong
point that the Federals had constructed "olloning the battle of
Ctones Ziver, Fortrass Rﬁ?ecrans was designed to protect the
railroad and Kashville pike bridges acrogs Stones River, In
addition, the fortress fﬁnctioned as a supnly depot for Hilroy's'
conmnund, At this stage of the conflict, HMajor Frederick Schults
vas in command at Tortress losecransg, Van Cleve malntained hils

hesdquarters in Hurfreesboro, 3.

I Two additional infantry regimonts reported to Van Clevs
bal

ore tha first tidings of Hood's advance reached Murireesboro,

ICn Novemboer 7 a train malled into the Hurfreeshoro yards, and off

gcrambled the ugged soldiers btelonging to the 8th linnesota,

I"hia reg L’!cnt nad come a loug way. Daring the sunmer and early
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£all, the lidinnesotans had been engaged against the Sioux Indians

in the wastern part of Dlakota Territory.

reached i-*.urfrees‘é.oro ty rall on the 23d. The Indlanians had left
Indianapolis elght days tefore, b
The brigade comnanded by Colonel Krzyzanowskl guarded

the rallroad between Decherd, Tennesses, and Bridgeport, Alabawa,

I - A recently organized regiment, the 140th Indiana,

To caryy out this task, Krzyzanowski was given five infantry
regiments ard two batteries of artillery. The brigade commander
l had his command post at Stevenson, Alabama, 3
Since Tullahoma was about halfway between Chattancoga
’ and Hashville, General Milroy maintainsd his headquarters there,
l Two infantry regiments (the 177th and 178th Ohlo), one dismoynted
cavalry regirent (tha 12th Lmhna). ard a battery of artillery
l (the 13th Battery, New York Light Artillery) were stationed at
lmllahoma. With this force, lilroy would protect the railroad
from #urfreesboro to Decherd,
I It was November 24 before the Federal authorities in
Tonnesseo learned anything definite co*xcerning, Hood's movements,
IDur}_nb the day, Gasnerals Pousseau and Milroy wers informed by
lGeneral Thomas that his field army under Major General John M,

Schofield had evecuated Pulasii, Tennassee.7

I o



P

—t

-

Y

FR————
-

The news that the Rebels had reached Pulaskl caused

‘Rousseau and Milroy to swing into action. Milroy immediately

contacted the officer in charge of the Unior forces stationed at
Decherd, Colonel Willard Warner. The colonel was notified‘that
Hood's army was acrosgg the Ternessee Rivar and was reportedly
pushing toward the east. If this wers true, :ilroy obéerved, the
Rebels were pushinz for the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad.
Warner was to put. his command, the 18Cth Chio, in condition to
defend Czcherd ard the railroad bridgs across Elk River.at
Allisonia, Already, Milroy éontinued, Hood's push had c5mpelled
the Federals to atandon the ¥ashville and Decatur Rallroad south
of Columbliza, Tenneszee, ard the Mesphls and Charleston Railroad
wast of Stevenson, To kaep his regiment from being surprised,
Colonsl Warner was to picksti all the roads approaching his position

i

from the west. Any information obtained was to be relsyad

o
. 8
imediately to Milroy's Tullahoma headnuarters,
Mlroy also nctifled lMajor John C, Hamilton, the officer
iIn charge of ths detachsiznt of the 178th Chio which was stationed
at Shelbyville, Tennesseo, that the Rebels had reached Pulaski.
Hamilton was to scout to tha west, The major was to be prepared
to fall btack to ths Duck River bridge in case the Confederates

came his way. ?

.
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To be ready for any emsivgency which might suddenly
develop, Rousssau directed Milroy to stockpile all the forage and
rations hs could at Tullahoma, All surplus wagons would be sent

. 10
to Murfreestoro. 1

In the meantime, the Federal offizers charyed with the
defense of the Memphis and Charleston Railrozd west of Stevenson
moved to comply with Thowas' directive that it should be abtandoned.
At 11 a. m, on the 24th, Thomas telegraphed Erigadier General
Robart 5. Granger, the commander of the District of Northern
Alatams., The general informed CGranger that the superintendent of
the lidlitary Reilroads had motified him that over 120 cars were
gchaduled to Lo at duntoville, Alabama, durding the worning. These
cars wareo to L@ used to shift Granger's conrand to Stevenson gnd
Murfressboro. Cranger was to wire Thouas as socon ag the first
traing had started. e
when he acknowledged Thomas! messagé at 1:45, Cranger
reported that mo cars had reached Decatur. 12 Thomas walted untii
4:35 before replyinz. He again informsd G;anger that the
suparintendent had assured‘him that the requisitioned cars were tq
be at Bunisville at 10 a. m. Since Granger was at Decatur, Thomas

wonuered if the comuanler at duntsville had inadvertently held up

the trains. Again, Granger was admenished to entrain his troops

3l
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as rapidly as rossitle, Thomas also telegrached Colonel William

a

P, Iyon, the officer in charze of the post at hKuntsville, Iyon

was ordered to advise Thomas whether any {rains or cars had
reached his post, In addition, he was to let the general know if
his trscps viere entraining; anﬂ~ if ther weirre, wnen the first
train would start. Thomas directed Lyon to contact Granger. 13
Replying to Thomas!® comr{mic_ation. iyon reported that
only one train had reached Huntsville, An enzire and 12 cars had
been sent on to Decatur, So far, [yon contimed, the eonly
iafantry th#t had bean evacuated fromAEﬁnfsville Were ths sick.
The_artillery, however, had already left, and the gear belonzing
tz the 13th-Inxiiana Cavalry had been loadsd znd was ready to o,
Iyon informzd Thomas that there wers an estimated 50 carlosds of
commissary suppli=s stored at Huntsville., If these were to be
removed, wmore cars would be néeded{ 14
Br the time that fhomas’ 43360 telegram reached G;angar,
the l2-car tralin had chugged into the Decatur yards. Wwhen he
acknowledged Thomas' communication, Cranger relaycd this inforusation
to his superior, 15 | “
Following the arrival of the cars late on the afternoon
of the'zkth, Cranger pulled his troops cut of Decatur and Athens,
411 the public property (except for soma forage stored at Decatur)

was removed. . A shortage of transportation kept the Federals from
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saving the forage, so it wvas burned, After leaving Pecatur, Cranger
stopped at Huntsville on the 25th, Here, the general found that

the evacuation was not golng according to schedule, Colonel Lyon
told the genéral that he would have to have additional
transportatién' if the large z2mount of stores which had‘been
stockpiled at Auntsville were to be saved, In addition, the
movemant of the colonel'’s trceps and thelr equipment from
Huntsville to Stevenson had been delayed bty an accident on the
rallroad. HNear Llarkinsville, six cars had jumped the track., It

took the railroad workers about four hours to clear the right of

way. 16 . .
When Granger notified Thomas of thess developmants, he

aiso informed his chief that 211 was quiet in the Eantsville arsa.

His scoutaz, who were very active, had regorted that the

betweon Huntsville and the ElX River. 7 S

l Confederates gave no indication of penetrating into the aren
l In the meantime, Thowas had determlnad to reassign a

T TR AT dmete et 4 ) 4T e e

mimber of the units which were belng withdrawn from the Tennsssee : Lo

Valley o the defense of the Nashville and Chattancoga Railroead,

He inforred Rousgeszu on the 25th that the 3d, bth, and ZSth S

—
=1

Hichigan, and the 174th ard 181st Onio regiments were under orders

to proceed 2o Murfressboro. Having made his decision, Thomas NI

m B an o
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_ proceeded to see that his orders were carried out, Yot knowing-

éhat the derallment had delsyed the movement of Grangzer's command,
from Huntsville to'Stevenson. Thomas wired Colonal Krzyzanowski at
Stevenson, "Havé any of the Michigon roagiments éome vp from
Decatur?" HXrzyzanowski informed Thomag that during the day no
troops had reached Stevenzon from Huntsville. A train had
reportedly left Huntsville at & a. m., but as.yet, it had rot
arrived, Evidently, tﬁe telezraph line had been dansged in the

derailnent, because Krzyzanowdki informed Thomas that he had
18

e . T T T ST o

received no news from Huntsvills since 9 a. m.

Rousseau, learning that the three Michigan reziments and

the two Chlo regimente had beern assignsd to his commard, contacted

2 n’\
T e

Genaral :ilroy,., As soon as thaese units reached liurfresshoro, they

wer2 to be detrzined and campad at Foviress Rosscrans., After the

troops and their equipment had Leen unloaded, the cars were to Le
sent to MNashville. Tho regimental cormanders would report to

General Van Cleve for furthcr orders. Van Cleve was ts inspect

ths newcomers and see that thers was enough aumrmnition in the

ragazines of Fortress Roscerang to sipply each man with 200 rounds,

Furtheriore, Rousseau wanted Van Cleve's chief of. commissary to

keep on hand at all times 206,000 rations.

Following the arrival of thess reinforcements, Milroy

|
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',,39 to relieve two of his reg-;iments (the éth Kentucky and the

130th Chio) from their duty along the railroad., Since the

i lz:entuckians were appfoaching ths end of their term of service,
they were to be furnlished rail transnortatiﬂn and sent to

Ihashv 2., At Nashville, they would bt~ mustered out of service,
If feasible, Hilroy was to send the 180th Ohio to Fayettevillas,
Tennessss, 19 - |

I later in the day, Hilroy received anotixer telegram from
Rousseau, Rousseau elaborated on the news regarding Schoi‘iéld's

Iwithdrawal from Pulaskl, Schofield's troops, upon abandoning

IPulaski. had failen back to Columbia, Already, Rousseau

¢ Mn.inund there had heen consiuer ibls skiruisning on the

Q

t approaches to Columbla, The wires were down between Nashville and
Columtia, but the Unlon leaders weras convinced that Hood was ~

l siriking for Middis Tennessae with hls entire avallable force.

l ‘This message cansed Hilroy to change his nlmd in regard to sending
ths 180th Ohic to Fayetteville, <0

U

'l The next day, all the reports reaching Nashville froa

Schofield at Coluxbla tended to support Thomas and Hdoussgezu in

their belisf that YNashville was Food'!s posl, Therefore, when
O 1

Rousseau contacted Milroy on the 26th, he informed his junior

,l officer that he was expsoted to hold the Nashvillo and Chattanooga

N e ma




Railroad agalnst Hood's cavalry, Rouaseau did not feel that

Milroy would have to contend with the Rebel infantry, The bridges
over ths Duck River at Shelbyville znd at Manchester were to be
closely suarded. These bridges, Rousseau warned, would rot be
turned unless the greyclads approached in sirengtn,

Hajqf Hamilton's detachment of the 178th Ohio which was
posted at Sheloyville was to be replaced with cavalry. Any
surplus supplies currently stockpiled at Tullahoma were to be
transferred to rurfreestoro., Mlroy was also informed that

General Thomas hud alerted Major Ceneral James B, Stesedman to be

" ready to rush from 5,000 to 7,000 infantry to the dsfensec of the

Rashville ard Chattanooga Railroad, (Steedwan commanced the

District of the Ttowanh.) In closing, Sousseau wanted to know the

rurber and type of guns mounted in the defenses of Tullahoma. 2%
Milroy replied almost immediately to Rousseau's telegran.

He informed his superior that thera ﬁere ten guns at Tullashoua,

ranging in caliter from rirfled 2U-~pounders to 3-inch ordnance rifles,

Sinca therc were only about 109 cavalrymen currently attached to

his command, ¥ilroy f2lt that he could not spare them to relieve

Hamilion's detacrment. A% this timz, the tvoopers were patroling

the area weast of Shelbyville, In an eftort to increage the strangth

10
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. @was all right if Hamllton's two companies remsined at Shelbyville,

of his mounted arry, Milroy anmounced that he had asked General

6ranger to send him three companies of the 13th Indiazna Cavalry..
Milroy tslieved that Major Haxilton's troops, in cass of an
emergency, would be able to fall back to the railroad bridge
across the Duck River, In view of these circumstances, ilroy
wanted to know if Rousseau still wanted him to withdraw Hamilton's
infantry, 22

Acknowledging tilroy's message, Roussegau stated that it

At least five mounted men, however, were to be stationed at

Shelkyville. These troopers wers to spread the alarm in case of

2 raid by the Confederazte cavalry. 23 iR
Following the receipt of Rousseau's wire, Milroy dashed ‘

off a letter to Major Hamilton, The major was told to post a B

guard cn the Duck Rivor bkridge. In cass a Rebel gounted colwmn A L

moved on Shelbyville, Hamllton's soldlers werc to remove the -- L

flsoring froa the bridge. If the strength of the Southernerék

proved to be overwnalming, ths bridge was to be burnsd and . .f’h

Hammilton?!s bluecoats wera to fall back to.tha Hashville and .

Chattanooga Railroad. At all times, Milroy warned, Hamilton was | ' b

to mzkae sure that his scouts kepl a strong watch on the countryside

ce= . R R -~ - . L



=

o

[~ ,
-—'_‘iﬁ- I N IS e B s

west of Shelbyville, 2%
Qeneral Grangsr spent the 26th at Buntsville, The

éeneral wanted to insure that his troops ecarried out an orderly

evacuation of their bases along the Memphis and Charleston

Railroad, Heamhils, General.Thomas had learnsd frpm his

subordinates that more cavalry was needed in Middle Teﬂnessee.

Thomas accordingly telegraphed Grangsr to expadite the transfef of-_

the 13th Indiana Cavalry from the Tennessee Valley to Nashville. 25

Apparently, Granger had divined Thomas’® intentions. When Thomas!

order reached luntsville, the 13th Indiana had already been

26

relieved; the troopers were a2t the dopot waiting to entrain, h
Shortly after leaving Hunisvilie on the evening of the”
26th, the train with the 13th Indiana Cavalry aboard jumped tha
track near Erownsboro. Six cars were tumbled into the ditch; the
’
sane yumber of men were injured. It took the repalr crews 24 hours
to clear the right of wéy and replace the 150 yards of track which
had baen torn up. The Indianlans were able to salvage most of
their gear, but they were forced to turn the wrecked cars. As
soon as the line was declarzd open for traffic, a train was gent
out from Stevonson to plck up tne cavalrymen. 2?

The wreck forced General Granger to hold ths remainder
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of his troops at Huntsvillse until the morning of the 28th, when
Cranger notified Thomas of this developrent, he passed zlong

saverzl other pleces of information., Granger reported that the

-+ e—

16th Indiana Cavalry had just returned from ithens and the Elk
River. The troopgers had failed to encounter any Confederates.
Granger observed that in his opinion the oniy Rebsl troops
operating in the Tennessee Valley at the moment were guerrillas,
What especially troubled Granger abéut the Union
withdrawal from the area was what wou;d happen to the Negroeé. He
informed Thomas that Negroes by the thousands were desertiné the

contraband and Goverament cawps., These unfortunates were following

his trcops as they galled back toward Stevenson., To keen the roads

-~

open for his soldiers, Grangar had baen forced to ordzr the Negroes
28

not to pass beyond Huntsvills,
Four of the five regiments from Granger's comwand which
”had been ordered to Murfresstoro foported to Gereral Van Cleve on
the 27th, After deftralning, the “luscoated infantrymen marched to
Fortress Rosecrans and cazled., The other reglment, the 4th ifichigan,
had basn delayed by ths train wreck at Erowngboro and was h2ld up
at Huntsville, <7

Daring the day, thers was an alert along the ¥ashville
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d Chattanooga Rallroad. Several excited members of the 5th

& ennessee Cavalry (Union) who were watching the roads west of

i

!
\

A
A
f

IShelbyvine came galloping into town., They told ¥ajor Hamilton
that a mounted Rebzl combal patrol was advancing alongz the
I’r\llaski road, Already, they continued, the Southerners had

surprised and captured several of their comrades. In addition,

T ey e

ltho Rebels ware raiding the farms and driving off all the cattle

e ———

Iand hogs, Later reports 1r.dicated to the major that t;pe greyclads
|  had camped three and one-half rdles west of town. Majer Hr:;milton

Ipromptly relayed this important information to General Milroy, 39
i Replying, Milroy ordered Hamilton to burn the Tuck River
i MYrigze, I Ramllion were satisfied that the Confederates werve
fl advanzing in strenzth, h2 was to dt;St?C)y his supplies and fall

back to the railroad, In case the Rebel force was just a foraging
lp:n'ty. Hamlltcon was to remain where he waa, 1

News of this Confederate thrust toward the rallroad was

l immediately relzyed to Genarals Houssesu and Steedman Ly MHilroy.
I Avout midnight, Milroy sent Stecdman a socond telegram. lilroy

informed Steadman that heo believed tha eavalry which Hamllton had

l Plnpointed was strikinz for the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad,

Put, he contirmed, it might rrasage a-drive by tood's entire aroy

14
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into East Tennessee, If ihis uere true, Hilroy knew that hé would
have to be reinforced, He thersfore wanted to know when
Steednan proposed to throw his command upon the Hashvillé'and
Chattancoga R?ilrbad. 32 |

Steedman renlied ihat he was ready to move onbsbort
motice., All that was neseded was for Thomas to give the word, 33

Tn an effort to strengthen his mobile force at
Shelbyville, Xilroy wired the commanders of £he detaclments of the
Sth Tenncsgs=e Cavalry‘which wern stationed at Mollinnville and
Manchaster. These officers were to rendezvous at Tullahoma with
thelir commaAds at their earliesgt opportunit;. a

The Confederake troopers who were threatening
Shelbyville belonged to General Forrest's commnand. Forrest, who

of

was in charpe all the cavalry serving with hoodl's Army of

T

Texas Scocuts to attack the Nashville and Chattancoza Rallroad,

v

ennessae} had gent Captain Joseph T, Cobb and his cbmpany of

Leaving Columbia early on the 27th, the Texans had headed eastward,
Near Sheloyville, the Texans surprised and captured 13 of Hajor
Hamilton's plicliets,

At daytreak on the'ZSth, Cotb's scouts rushgd the Union

outposta that were guarding the northern approaches to Shelbyville,

15
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Falling to surprise the bluecoaté; the Texans quickly

f
‘ ' broke contact. The Southerners, estimated by Hamllton to number
i about 80, made for the Fairfield pike. Hamilton's mounted force
: I followed the grqyclads. %hen Hamilton notified Milroy of this
action, he advanced the ogzinian that hls attackers were merely a
foraging party. 35

After leaving Shelbyville, the tutternut railders were

intercepted three miles west of Vartrace by a detachment of the

sth Tennessee Cavalry (Union) led by Major John Nbrtham; After a

ey

brisk skirmish,'Cobb‘s Texans headed for Dell Buckle. Wortham's

troopers followed the Rebels for a short distance, Before

o e —
= .

reaching Dell Fuckle, the Confederate seouts doubled back and
headed for the Duck River. Another combat patrol from the 5th
Tennessce Cavalry (Union) came across Cobb's trail, Taking up the
chass, the Tennossesans zursued the Texans. A running fight_
ensued and continuéd until the Csnfederate§ recrosgsed the Duct

-~

River near Berlin,

¢ ————— >

The news of the clash near Yartrace reachad Milroy first.

Upon receliving this informatioh. Milroy immnediately telszraphed .

e e - —

Foussean and Steedman, Eesides reporiing Worthaa's success,

Mlroy observed that the sound of heaﬁy {irinz had heen coming

.
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l from the direction of Sheluyville. In additicon, Milroy contimmed,

it was rumored that a strong Confederate force was nesr lavergne,
¥Milroy said to Steedman thal he was fearful lest the'Rebels smash
the Rashville aﬁd Chattanooga Railroad, 37

Lurinz the day, General Bousseau shifted his headquarters
from Nasnhville to Murfresgtoro, The genesral was accompanisd to
Marfreesboro by the 61st Illinois, HRoussean kept Thomas abreast
of the dgvelopments in the Shelbyville sector. He also inforsed
Thomas that a resident of Columbia had reached Tullahoma with a
tale that Hood's quy of Tennessece had crossed the Duck River 12
niles balow Columbia.

Jrhen he acknowledged Rousssau's comaunications, Thomzs
warned that Sheltyville should not be evacuated. Thomas informed
Rougseau that there was ro truih in the report that Hocd had
erossed the Duck River west of Columbia, According to the lates
reports reaching lashville fron the front, Tnomas pointed out,
~Hood.'s a1y «as still maassed on the south side of the Duck River. 23

By the evending of the 26th, almost all of Granger;s
troops had evacunted Huntsville, The general, along with the 1Cth
Irdiana Cavalry, ramainad behind to bring off the uagons and

desiroy all the public property whlch could be removed, A oreak

1?7

R R s - Tea WA s m e i o - S S e e e oA ) e B g

L 3

S YRR T T I TR A e S



)

I in the railroad now occurred; a locomotive and 26 fraight cars

were strarded in Huntsville., Not wanting to destroy this valuable

I equipment, Granger, hoping that the railroad might be repaired,

\.'

1
|

-determined to remain at Huntsville for several more days,

Following the Unlon withdrswal from Decatur, éolonel
Alfred A. Russell crogsed the Tennes»ee River at the head of his
4th Alaoama Cavalry, HRussellls greyclads cautiousgy c¢losed in on
Huntsville, After cutting the telegraph, the Confederates pauseu
and waited ior Grangec's troops to continue their retreat,

Granger vemained at Huntsville until the morning of
Dacenber 2, Ey this time, the gereral hzd decided he could not
wall uwny lon 2r sr the repair crews to repalr the break, He
decided to sturt for Stevenson. Approximately 250 vagons and a

larga nuncer of cefugees accompanied thse Union column. Thes rcad

wag in uvretched condition and the streams barely fordabl Before

Grangsr had proceeded very far, a locomotive and two cars chugged

into view, The offiver in charge of the traln halled Granger. He

stated that if Granger would give him an escort, he wwuld retwrn

te Huntsville and suve the abarndoned engine and cars, Oranger

quickly fell in with this daring progosal. At a word from Granger,

120 men zeramblszd aboard the train,

18

|
;




«

)
[
lI

‘As the train entered Huntsville, it was‘fired on by a
detachment of‘Russell's regimeét. The Rebels had occupied the
town immediately following the bluecoats' departurs. The -engineer
lost his nerve., In his frightened condition, he ran the locarmntive
off the track, After destroying the traln, the glum Federals
retraced their steps. ‘

Follouwing the return of the detachment, Granger's column
resumed its rgtreaf. The Unionisté reachsd Stevenscon on the S§th,
Colonal Russellls ﬂlabamans pursuod the Yankees to within 14 miles
of Eheir base, In a series of hérassing attacks on the Federal
rear guard, tﬁe Rebtels succesded in cutting off and capturing
atout 450 Hegroes and a iarge nuwaber of wagons c¢arrying thair
personal possassions, 39 ’

“The first tolegranm which Roussgeau recelved firom Thomas
on EQVBMber‘Z/ announced that part of Hoqd's aray had ferded tha
Duck River abwve Columbia, Conzequently, Schofield's arry would
be comﬁelléd to f£21l back on Franklin, Thomas also wantad to know
what the latest dovelopments along the Nashville and Chattancoga
Railroad were, 49

when Rousszau replied, he announged that with ons

exception all wosg quiet along the railroad Lelow Murfreestoro,.

- v oy



s

o’

- —an -

During the previous night, a small party of irregulars had burned
the wobdpile at Christiana and had torn up several ralls, This
damage, however, had been quickly repaired. By the noon hour
trains were again running betwsen 'urfreestoro and Tullahoma,
Confederate mounted patrols wera reported‘ to be still operating
in the Shelbyville area, but news of their activity was "confused
and vagus”, |

Hoxt, “Rousseau turned to the movements of his oun troops,
The train with the 4th Michigan aboard had reached Tullahoma
during the night. Instructlons had alz‘eédy beon issued for the
Hichigdnders to come %o Z'ﬁmfreeéboro. Miiroy's orders recalling
the dstachments of the 5th Tennegsee Cavalry (Union) fron
sefinnvilla and ifanchester had been counterianded,

In the event thai;. communications tetwesn laghville and
}'m'freesb.)rc_) viere d'isrupted in ths near future, Rousszau thought
it m;i.gh-t.be' a geed idea 1 Thowmas enlightened him on the proper
course of zction to be féllowcd. Rousseau wanted to krnow if he
should move out of Hurfreesboro "and Join in the battls that may
be fought in front of Kashville®, His troops, Housgsesu car{tinued,
vors "mostl;} raw", but in cass of an eumergency, they mculd

. L
undoudtedly prove useful. * :
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Thomas informed Rousseau that if the Rebels were afale
to sever communications between their two comaeands, he wanted
Rousseau "to h?ld Muarfreesborough secure", The general felt
certain that, as soon as Hajor General Andrew J. Salth's .
detachizent of the Army of the Tennessee reached Kashville, he.
would have enough troops "to whip Hood if he ventures this far®,

Thomas was of the opinion that as scon as the commiscary stores

“at Tullghoma were remcved, Rousseau had tetter withdraw Milroy to _ {

I lurfreestoro, ', If there were sufficient tius, the treops ‘
guarding ths -cailroad bridge spanning the Elir River could be : ;
l brougat to lurfreesboro; - if not, they could be concentrated at S ‘ :‘;
L2 _

the tunnel,

In a second telegram, Thomas wsrned Rousseau that a . b
strong force of Confederate cavalry had crosgssed the Duck River, : :
Rousseau was cautioned to keep a shar§ lookout, Thowas feit that
Rousseau could expect tﬁe Reteol horsemen by the next d=y or tne .
day after, To faciiltate the transfer ¢f the commissary supplies A
from Tullshoma,. Thomas was sending two trslas, Thomas reiterated d ';w-f
his directive that ¥ilroy should evacuate Tullahoma as soon as the - '}
stores were loaded. A copy of the portlon of the telegraa dealing

with the commissary stores was foruwurdsd to General !ilroy, b3 S

21
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Rousseaun spent wost of tho aftermnson Ainspecting Fortress
Rosecrans and its garrison. Impréssed by what he saw, Rousseau
pronounced everythirg in "good condilion". In addition, the
general was chaenedAby the arrival of a train from Tullahoga with
the Bth Yichigan aboard., Returning to.his hondqu;rters. the
general found Thomas' telezrams, Cn=2 of Thomas' messages puzzied
Rousseau, It was not cle2ar to loussean whether Milroy was to bs
withdraun lmuediately from Tullahoma, o?‘after'communicatlons
between Kashville and iurfreestoro had beea i£terrupted. Roussean
therefore wired Thomas for clarification on this point, hl

Themas wasted 1o time in informing Pousseau that Mllroy
was et to be pulled out of Tullahoma until after sll the

-

comnigeary stores had teen removed. As scon as this task had been

AN

accomplished, Milroy was to join Roussesu. b
Rousseoau .accordingly proceeded to get in touch with
Milroy, 7The Tullahoma comsander was naﬁified that two trains were
en reute to hlm from Aurfresshoro., All the stores currently
stoclspiled in the Tullahonma commiséary depot (except for ithroe
day«' rations for tho personrel belonging to Hilroy's command)’
vere to be leoaded éboard these cars and shipped to Chattancoga,
After this operation had been completed, Milroy's troops were to

march to Murfreesboro by way of Sheltyville. A strong rear guard,

22
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charged with the miszion of arresting stragglors and preventing o k
deﬁredation. siould be detailed by Milroy to cover his moveuent to ' f
Furfreesooro. 46

One aspect of Rousseau's telezram deeply disturbed Milroy.
He did not have any horees with which to remove the ten guns mounted
in the fort at Tullahoma. /hen he communicated this information

to Rousseau, Milroy reported that the roar of distant artillery was

[

distinctly audibls, Milroy estimated that the scene of this
fighting was between 30 and 50 miles northwest of Tullahona,
(ilroy was correct. On the evening of the 29th, Hood's and
Schofield's troops were in contact at Spring Hill, apporoximately ‘: :
55 miles auway. |, | , . '. . “;.
Upon receiving ilroy's message, Rousseau telegraphsd el
Thomas, Rousssan advanced to his ghief tuo suggestions for moving
the guns. First, since iilroy had no horses to pull the guns, ’ ?gi
Rousseaﬁ could authc?ize him to usa ths mounts belonging to the v i‘}
5th Tennessee Cavalry-(Union). This was predicated on the- ;
assunmption that X lroy would be able to secure the necessary ‘ R
hernsaa, The sezond ccurse_pf action open to ths Federais way for
Thomas to order to Tullahoma an engine and a mmber of flat cars, t

In this way, both the artiilery and Milroy's czmp equlvage could

+9
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ve transferred to Murfreesborn. Rousaeau pointed out, in support

of the secoﬁﬂ alternative, it was cdoubiful if enough teams could
bs secured to pull the four heavy siege guns, k8

While waiting for Thoras' reply, ousseau kept lroy
akreast of developments., Pending ths receizt bf nexws regarding
the availatility of a train, Milroy was to look into the
possitility of using the norses of the 5th Tennessee to draw the
six guns of the 13th dew York Battery. If so, he was to do it, 49

In the meantinme, [lousseau veceived énother wirs from
HMlroy., Tha Tullanoma commander inquired as to what disposition
should he m;de of the hospitzlized Union soldiers and "the
hundreds of ioor contrabanda’, Hilrdy also wanted to know if,

when hs moved to Murfreesboro, he should recall the blocikhouse and

Ckridge guards. Roussenu asked Milrcy for a report on the mucbsr

of men confined to the hospital and the number of contrabands who

would e unzble to walk to Hurfreeatoro. I{ the sick wera not in

too bad a condition, Roussezu gsuggested, they might be sent to

Chattarooga slong with the commissary stores. A copy of iillroy's

e 0
coamunication was forwardad to Thomag by Rousssau, >

K¥ilroy was wt long in replying to Rousseau's inquicy,

.

Ho informed his suparior that thore were 150 patients in the

v
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- Tullahoma hospital and about 250 Fcontrabands! that would be

unablg to march to lMurfreestoro, There were als&,-he reporied. a
"cbnsiderable“ amount of wmedical and ordnance stores at Tullahoma.
Sineca the road to Hurfraestoro by way of Sheltryville was very bad,
(dlroy advancsd the suggestion that his column bé allowed to usge
the road which passed through Wartrdce{_jl

Two te;egrams frozn Thowss servéd to answer most of the
questions raise& by Rouéseau: Tha superintendenﬁ of the liilitary
Railroads—had'baen directed to rush a train of flat cers to
Tullzahowa, All-the troops postsd along.ths railroad from
drfreastoro to the Elk {iver Lridge were 1o be: éssembled and
arought to “urfreestoro. For the present, tha Nashville and
Chattanocoga Railroad between these two points would be sbandoned.
P lroy was Lo 3znd to Chattanoogé the =zoldiers who needed further
hospitalization; the "contravands” were to go to Cowan. There
Goneral Stoedman would assume responsibility for their protection,

Evidently, Thguas had not wade himself clear on one
Point, After perusing Thomas' telezrau, Pousseau was unable to
decide whether or pot hs was suppesed to recnll the force (the

106th Chio) stationod zt Elk River tridsca, He bolieved that the |

€arrison (which was well supplied with ammunition and foed) could

5
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hold out in the fﬁce of an attack by Confederate cavalry. When he
comminicated this informatlion to Tho:rias° Rousseau eommented that
he considered the bridge and tlockhouse wsll ‘worth the risk", 53

Thomés gave his approval to Rousseau's plan to leave the
105th Chio at Elk_River tridre., To help subsist the Ohioans, in
case they'weré b;;ieged. the 500 cattle currently pastured at
TullahOma.were Lo be turned over to tnem, Uuhen Thomas conveyed
t2is information to Rousszau, he announced that a hospital train
was being sent to Murfreestoro., The “nrfreescoro military
hospitals were to be emptied and the patlients transferred to
Kashville, H

nousseau moved gromptly to carry out Thomas'! ordersz,

3 lroy was alerizd to the lmpending arcival of a train of empty

lat curs, Fatigus partiss wers to be organized and hzld ready to

ry

load the artillery ard ordnance supplies. If there were any extra
space, the sick could bte sent to Nasuville, Hilroy, howaver, was
cautioned to rsmeéber,that the train would alsn pick up the troops
occupyling the blockhouses betwesn Tullahoma and Hurfreesboro.
Since the Federals antlcipated an early rsturn to Tullahoma,
¥1lroy was to sse that hls troops destroyed nothing except itenms

Which wight prove useful to the foa, Milroy was also told of the
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decision to leave the 106th Ohio at Flk River btridge; a
detachment would be detalled from the Tullahoma garrison to see to
the delivary of the cattle. 55

Early on ths 30th, Rousseau notified Milroy that he would
try to send him six caraz, Tﬁesc would be in addition to the ones
being sent from Nashville, and could be used for the ordnance
steres, 1If there were arny additional space ayailable. other
suppolies might be shipped to Murfreesboro. The priority.ﬁilroy
was to follow in allocating the remaininz shipping space was:
garrison and camp-equipage, sutler’s merchandise, ard other zoods.

Rousseau thought that it would be a good 1dea if Milroy advisad
56

1

the "loyal citizens" to go to Cowan,
Thomas likewise sent an early morning telegram to Milroy..

While Thomas refused to give ﬁilroy & deadline for evacuating

Tullahoma, he wanted him to have hls men on the road as soon as

all the patients had been placed on koard a morth-bound train,

Thomas dewanded of the badgered Milroy the answer to several

quostions, Ho wanted %o know if the artillery had been shipped,

and whether the commlssary stores had bvesn sent to Chattancouga.

Thomas'cautioned, "Don’t permit gyour men to be stampedad, tut

have things done quietly, 2and no useloss destruction of property

of any lind, 57

2?7
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By 8 a. m,, ¥ilroy's fétigus parties had loaded the six
field pleces and the ordnance stores aboard the waiting flat cars,
In direct violation of Thoras' and Rousszau's orders, the four
heavy siege puns wers left in the fort, Tnomas'! sudden decision
to send the hospitalized soldiers to Bashville instead of
Chattancoga had taken Milroy by surprise. Ths patients had
glready been entrained on a\south-bound train, It was therefore
nacessary to turn the engipe around. 58

After all the cars had beon loaded, liilroy was disturbed
to obgerve that a consiéerable amount of the regimental bLaggags
and ordnance storcs were still piled up at thes depot. The general
¥as relieved to learn that an emply north-kound train had just -
left Cowan, He detarmined to use this train to expedite the
transfer of his command to Hh;xrepsﬁoro. ¥ilrey, in accordance
with the decision to abardon the railroad from Murfreesboro to Elk
River bridge, had issued orders recaliing the garrisons from
HcMinnville ard Hanchester. As yet, these dstachments had rot
Teached Tulla:cma. Correctly telieving that thsse troops would be
badly uged up by their forced march, Hilroy dzcided to allow then

o move to Harfreesboro by rail, Alter leading the equipment and

i
'
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Stores aboard tha north-ksund train, the soldiers would ride to

I | ‘
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Murfreasboro, Stops were tc bo made along the way to pick up the

troops manning the bleckhouses, 59

In the meantime, Milroy'ls unit commanders were forming
their men., Preperatory to startling fér Murfreestoro, Mllroy
erganized his commind inte a provisional trigadse. Colonel Edward
hnderson\of the 12th Indianza Cavalry was placed in charge of the
newly organrized unit. Having securcd'permission to march by way
of Wartrace instead of Shelbyville, Milroy's co;umn ma;ched out of
Tallzhoma, |

A company of cavalry was left to guard the sﬁpplies,
pending the arrival of the Meldnnville and danchester garrisons,
ilajor Hamllton's Shelhyviile detachment was to reﬁdezvous with:
Milroy's column at Waritrace. Hessengers were sent to contact
Hajor Jonn F, srmstrong's detachment of th$ 5th Tennesses Cavalry
(Union), which was patrolling the area west of the railroad,
Arxstrong's troopers uere to be directed to report to Hiiroy at
Murfreesboro, Having started late, #Ailroy'c command made only a
15-mile mﬁrch and helted for tho night of the 30th near Wariracs,

The train with General Hilray's artillery aboard reached
¥urfreesboro atout noon, Rousseau soon had a fatipue party hard

at vori unloading the zuns and amxunition: When he informed
27
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Thomas of this, Rousseau pointed out that Fortress Rosecrans was

|
|

“very extcnsive", At first, Rousseau had been of the opinion that

it would be test not to try to hold everytning. But on mature ) | .
consideration, 'the generaAl wrote Thcmas, he had "concluded to do |
oo [his/ best to hold all®, He was making his dispositicns
accordingly. If Thomas would let him, Roussean wanted to retain -
the 21st Indiara Battery. (Tals fivé-gun battery Had jJust reached
Murfreesbore from Columl':-ia.) in addition, Rousseau wanted Thomas

‘ .'. .
to send him another train, 61 ' '

Replying to Rousseau's commurication, Thomas announced ' !

tnat, for the tim> being, he did not internd to send another train

hold Murfreestoro "against any ferce Hood will be likely to send

against you until we can geot oﬁr cavalry ready"., Thomas thought ‘ - ,
tl}e Union cavalry wWould be rsady to take the field within five
days. ' : | 4

Preparatoxy to the evacuation of Tullahoma, General

T g T ImINMIT T e o e

: l Nashville and Chattanpoga Rallrasd from Elk River bridge to SRR

i s

Bridgeport, 7 , Y,
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to Murfreestoro, He was ecnfident that Rousseau would bz able’ to i

é2 o

; I Milroy 1agsued orders for Colonel Krzyzanowski to report to General TR

Steedman, Krzyzanowskl's trigade would contimue to hold the



l . On December 1, Rousseau learned that on the previous
evening there had been 2 fierce battle at Franklin. Hocd's Army
t Tennessce had sought to drive Scofield's army into the Big
peth River. The Rebels had been repulsed but, under the cover
" darkness, the Yanieses had evacuated Franklin and were falling
lxck upon Kashville, D;aring the day, most of General Stcedmen's
comaand was transferred by rall from Cowan to Kashville,
I The day'tiefore the battle of Franklin, General Thowmas
ad sent an important téle'rram to General Stsedman, Thomas wanted
eedmin to load the mobile portion of his command gbtoard trains
d rush it to Ccwan, At Cowan, Steedman would detrain his men.
SSt.eedman would see that his soldiers took position so as to
: l\reaten an attack on the rear of Hecod's army, in case the
; Confuderates struckl for the I-Jasi;xville and Chattanocga Railroad. 64
Since Steedman had been expectlng orders to take the

eld for several days, he had placed his troops on a standby

P

sis., His officers wers therefors able to get their men ready

' take the field on chort rnotice. The officers and men of

e i

steedman’_s conmand bad previously drawm the required emmunition

d rations, As soon zs Steadinon passed the word, the unit

'fﬁmanders formed and rastered their comnands, ,65




l)lled on the officisls of the military re.ilroad to make svallable

In the menntime, Steedman's caief quartermaster had

1ling stock sufficient to transport 5,200 officera and men, and

o batleries., Ey 2 p. m.,, all the soldiers sluted to accompany

'teed:s.n had been msrched from thelr eamgs to the Chattanooga

marshaling yards., As rapldly os each train was loaded, the officer

..n charge would cry, "All aboard®, The engineer would pull on the
hrottle and the traln would start up the track, €6 .

It took the hard-working rallroaders approximatesly 17
.\ours to shift Stezdwan's command from Chattanocogza to Cowan, After
detraining at Cowan on the morning of the 30th, bteedman s

lblu'*caot., tock poadtion covering the approaches to the town, At

3 6 p. m., Steedman recsived another important telegram from Thomns,

.It had now become apgparent to Tho'nas that Hood's Rebel ar rry was

Istt'iking dirscily- for Nashville., Thoras accordingly crdered
Steodman to rush his comrund to Nashville, 67
' Steedman's bluecoats spent ths night of December 1

' I reboarding the waiting cars. Peszinningz at daybresk, the trains,

one aftecr another, pulled out of the Cowsnn yards,
l Yhen the trains with Stzedman's solliers abozrd fallad

to reacn Lurfroes'oro at the schedulad hour, Rousseau bsgan to

. fret, Worse, the ielegraph suddenly went ont of order; Rousseau

. o=
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was unabls to contaet the stations oouth of Murfreegboro, Fearful

lest there had been a wreck, Rouséeau ordered out a construction

train. In case there was a bad break in the track, Roussean
planned to use ths tuo trains currently at Eurfreasbcro to shuttle
Steedman'sy tréops on to XNashville,

Rougseau's fearg, however, proved unfcunded, Genreral
Stecduizn reached Marfrsesboro atoacd the lead train at 12:25 p. m,
Dstrained,'éteedxan hastened to the dispatcher’s office. He
waniled to smeo if the track were clear tefore proceeding'to
Xashvilie. The dispatcher had gons homs o eat lunch, sa Stesdmnan
was3 compelled to wige Thonas Topr further 1nstruétions. Hithin 2
feu wimites, 3Steedman had his venly. The road was open. Hz waz
to continué'to Hashvills., Yy nightfall, all tul two of the trains
with Steedman's command sboard had passed fhrough Furfressboro, A
break in the track delayed theée two until the following EOTrNing.

‘ In the meantiums, Union plans regarding the abandonment

of tha rallrosd bhotween Murfreeshkoro and the Duck River had chanzed,

Following Stesdman's arrival in Hurfresstoro, Rousseau mtified
Thomas that helwas roaéy to reoccupy thz blockhousas alony that
gsection of the rallroad. If he falled to hear anything fron
Thomgs, Doussezu was preparad to go zhead with this project,

Rousyeau was afraid that if he delayed ‘too long, Confederate

59
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yrregulars would burn the bridges. 7C  Tnomas acknowledged

lousseau's commnication almost immediately. Rousssau recelved

e

the green light to go ahead with his proposal. Ey nightfall, the

lﬂesignated blockhouses had bteen reoccupled by detachments from the
'lljth onto. 7+ - . :

It took Generzl Milroy's command, 3,000 strong, the , P
lbetter part of. threo days to cover the 40 miles from Tulluhoma to |

¥urf{reesboro, By the time Milroy's troops reached Marfreesboro on

the afternoon of the 2d, the Confederates had succeeded in severing SR

direct cowmunications between iurfreestoro and Nashville., Reporting :
- |
: D

3 Rousseau, Milroy recsived instructions to have his troops camp

' within the confines of Fortress Rosecrans, 72 . Coon

During the early pzrt of the night, the sleep of the ' S
Murfreeshoro Fedsrals was disturbed by the sound of heavy artillery T
R &

l fire from the nog th,u-,st Rousssau btelieved that this nolse

indicated ona of two things. FEithor the Rebels were attacking the

. dlogkhouszeg on the rallrcad betwmew Hurfreesboro and Nashville,
’ or’ fmhting nad broken out on the Nashville Derlmbter. Furthcrmoze.
since coxmunicaticna Letueen Hurlireesboro a.nd Nasnville had been

interruof:ed, Roussean was airaid that the greyclads might have

captured tha tuo Lmialc‘a‘ls of Steedman's trceops wnlch had left S

safely, vhile the other was attacked.) (& ‘ L

‘¢

' Marfreesboro that morninz. (Cno of the traixw reached Washville
AL

. . >
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Following- -his surrender of winchester, V:Lrginia, to Lieutenant

lGomral Richard S, BEwell's IX Corps of tr.e Arry of Yorthern
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4
[

]
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16 Inid., 1006-10%7, A small foree of cavalry remainad at Athens

luntn the night of the 25th,
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regiment (the 12th Indiama), and one cavalr_y regiment (the 5th

"onnessee) with which to contest the Confederates'! advanca.

; 3 Idid., 1027, .
Itid., 1101, 1102, The 5th Tennessee Cavalry was attached to

".:Jor Censral James H., Wilson's recently constituted Cavalry Corps,

#  HWilitary Division of the Mississippl.
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I::ptaln was shot in the mouth; the ball lodged in the jaw, breaking

Ilhe Sawtone,

36 Inid., 776, 1127. After crossing the river., the Confederates

4
¥
1§

Incved to Berlin., Sincz manv of hig men's horses had thrown tnsir

b shoes, Cobb haltad his commaryl, Two blacksmith shops were

ray'a fighting, Cobo reportsd that, in addition o Captain Jackson,

he lost thres man - all wounded,

i
P oo

;»\ 38 Ibid,, 1027-1028; Rapert of the Adiutant Genpsral of the Siate
5 Illinols, IV (Springfield, 1901), 242, Rousseau, howover, waa

© E%%Marized to pull Humilton's detachment out of Sheliyville in
[e Case of the approach of. a msjor Confuderate striklng fores. Tha

i Flat I1llinrois had just reached Nazhville bty boat from Paducah,
' xﬂntucky.
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in western Missouri, near the Kansas border. It took over a month
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4
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THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS o
. ‘ -
Chapter IV - :

The Confederates Move Against Forircss Rosecrans

The ccmpalt-ready division of the Arxmy of Tennesses led

' Lo
by iajor General William B. Bate remained at Franklin rfor 36 hours Ui
following the deapsrate battlo fought there on the last day of ’ ':7‘55
Noveater. On the morning of December 2, Bate's soldiers broke - I QC&

camp anid started for Hashvilleo, Fefore the column had procseded

very far, a courler overtook Gensral ate, He handad Bate a corp;

S
3 i ot
oi a message which CGaneral Hood khad sant to Hajor General 3. Jﬁ?
. ' W
- a0
oy . - s )t "?xu
Franklin Cheatham, (This lstter officer cowmanded the corps to SRRE
which Bato's division was assizned,) Cheatham, ofter having b

endorsed the comsminlcatlion, had forwarded it to Bate, 1

Glancing at the dispatch, Bate found that he was to take -

ris divislon and one battary of artillery and move upon

. S

Hurfrecsboro, iHis troops were to dosiroy the Washvills and , i
S

Chattanooga Rallroad fron Murfrsssboro to Nashville. The o

S
blockhouses which thz Foderals had evacted for the protection of

the vital railroad were to bs reduced and ths brideges burned.

Shortly_thereafter, a staff officor rode up and told General Bate L



at Colonel Eenjamin J. Hill and 150 cavalrymen had besn
directed to co-operata with his column, 2
l The capable Bate immediately moved to carry out Hood's
trusticns, 'After‘halting his trocps, Rate had them retrace
air steps, Re-entering Franklin, the head of t16 coluin turned
..w the Triuns road. Berere the infantrymen had geone very far,
they were overisken by ths ecrack 5th Compqny, Washlington Light
"tillery'. The louisiana artilleriste with their three guns had
teen detalled by Colonel Melancthon Ssdth, Cheatham's chief of
tillery, to accompaiyy tne expedition, By dusk Bate's soldlers
ra 2t Triuns, whersvthey apant the niznt, At this stags of the
d'cenrlict, iha Confederacy was in 4ts tullisht. Bate's once
.crmidablo commardi had veen reduced to about 1,600 officers and )
men, This figurs included Hill's troopers and the loulsiana
tillerists,
On the 3d, Buate turned his command out al an early hour.
43 goon ag the greyclads had eaten their breakfast, they were
rrdered to £a3) in, When the mwarch was resumed, the colwm swung
g 2 ths left and headad up the Nolensville pike. Several miles
T'h of Triuns, Bats tuvrnzi his soldlers lnto Bols Jack road,
Unlike tho plka, tha Tolo Jack road was not mucadanmized and the

advance was sloved. Hizutfall found the Coufederates camped at
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w#llkinson's Cross-Roads. Bate had sucezeded in penetrating to

[ l f
1 v

L e e —

within six miles of PMurfreestoro withoutl encountering a
<

opposition, Furthersorse, an luproved road (the Wilkinson pike)

-

e e ~

alfferded the Confederates an excelleni line of advance 4in case
u R .

they chose to attack Fortress Posecrans. ) . R T

It was after dark before Bale heard anything frowm Hood, ‘ o

when ne did, the message was dated the 2d. Twenty-four hours had L

-
-

elapsed vetween the tims the courier had left Hood's headquarters JETR
end the time he had ridden up to Bate's comsand post, Hood ;“

inforamed Bate that hs had learned from several clvilians that _ ’;.; Q»

therz were "some 5,000 Yznkees at Murfreesborough", In view of

this devslsoakatl {iwocd had exgected the Fedevals to pull out of RTINS

-

D o . ~ BRI 1%
MHurfreesboro in the face of.his advance on Hashville,), the arwy IR I

T

commander notified Date that General Forrest wacs under orders to
sond cavalry to his assistance, DBate, however, was cautliocned to : ,
act according to hig own judgment, in view of the continued , f'w

occupation of Murfreescors by the Federals, At 211 times, Hood

g

{
. IR
edmonished, Balo smust remesnker his otjective, which way to destroy ' “?H

the railroad. o ; q;ff"

-

In the meantime, scsuting partles from Colonel Eill'g

mourted command had been reconnoiltering the approaches o ' '-f‘f

/

Murfraesboro. From several of the wore talkative inhabitants, the

-
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.
e =

(WA ]

=
- .

- '

- 1



¢
]
!
{
/

gcouts learncd that a strong Union fores, estimated at rrom 6,000

to 10,9200 strong, held Murfressboro,
jdentifisd as the commarder of the Unlon guarrlison,

tears led to believe that Murfraestero had b

goderstandably disturted by

this news.

Wishing to

Ganeral Bousseau was

get tood's

reaction to this intelllgence, Bate forwerded the naws to his

superior on the morning of tha 4th,

General Forrest had crossed the Big Harpeth River

at

gen evacuated, he was

Since Bate h-d

daybreak on DPzcember 1, twyenty-Tour hours ahead of Late's command.
W v

Lecompanied by Prig s..iet' Generals Abraham Buford's and Willism H,

.

Jackson's he*d«ridxng divm iong, Forrest advanced up the Wilszon

plke, At Guen's Cross-h’oadr

Colenel Rovert R. Stewarh's Union cavalry krigads,

bluccozts had been detail

cover the withdrawal of Gerneral Schofield’s arwy into the

Rashville defenses, Since tho Yarkess seened disposed to dispute
M3 sdvance, Geasral IForrest ordered Captain John W, Merton to
h:we his cannonsers unlirker their four guns

artillorists had softened up

directed Suford to charge.
troocers scattered ths 1lith

g8lven tue Ipdianians the

Serging to .

Irdiana Cavslry.

tza%k of holding

the

the cresaroade,

Forrest's column found part oi

Stewartts

As soon as the

attnelz, Buford?s

In %

cd by Hajox General Jasmes H, Wllson to

the lorthernzeat position, Forrest

£52 93
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Colonel Stawart had
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mopping wp operations which ensued, Jufordis greyclads cap}ured
several of the Fedeirals, 7
After brezking contact with the Rebels, Stewart's
cavalrymen fell back on Brentwood. Heve, they regjoined Wilson's
corps. Froﬁ Breatuwosod, Wilsen's comamand proceeﬁe# to> Thompson'a
Chapel on the Nolensville pike, After placing his wmen in
defensive positions, Wilson permitte& then to camp for the night.
Reveille gounded in the camps df the Union cavalry at an
eariy hour on the 2d&. After the wmen had eaten; they were formed
and mustered, 4It Aes ot yet daylignht uhen the troopers movsd‘cut
ard turned into the Nolensville pike., Aftor passing throuzh the
earthuorks whiéh guarded tha gporoachey to Hashville, Vilson
halted'his comaand and reported to General Thomas, laté in the
afternmmon, Wilson, in accordanceiwith Thomas' dinstructiona,
trossed hig corps to the north side of the Cumberland River.
Reaching tiie right bank of the river, Wilson's troopers halted and

bivouacked in and around Edgefield, 8

-4

Genoral James R. Chalrmers') had forded the Blg Harpeth River
beloy Mpranklin on-the lst, Galning the Hillstoro pike, Chalmers’
troopers forged ropidiy shoazd. Forrasi's plan of operations

Cilled for the two Confedorats mounted columms (his own and
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;él’hal.mers') torcerverge on Brentwoed, The Confedsrate leader felt
»iy

i that, if this maneuver were successful, he wight ‘ce. atle to cut
lfr. ard destroy a portion of Schofieldis army., At this \.un., tha
Retel cavalryman knew that the hnion infantry was in t\zll retreat

.xp the Franklin pike, When the head of his column reached a point

Ion the Hillstoro pike opposite Hrentwood, Chalmers called a triefl
halt, Leaving the Hillsboro pike, Gh 'xlmers' troopars headed

9

h
leastward, roving cross-country toward Ireatwood.

Cross-Roads, Forrest. contimed nis advance up the Wilson pike, At

lE’rentz-:ocd, Forrest's and Ch lners! eolumns rendezvovsad, The

Confederataes, however, were disapgpolnted to lasrn on quastioning

the inhabitants that the last of Schofieid’'s infantry had passed

up the Franklin pike several hours before.

l Apparently urdaunted, Forrest determlned to moka cne
fma] effort to overtake th2 Yankees, Chalsers would pursue the
blusccats dirsctly up the Franklin pike; Forrest, with Buferd's
and Jackson's divisions, would again swing to the east. By
utilizing the Holensvilla plke, .F.?‘rrf.‘st hasped to recch the
Kasnville defsnses ahcad of Schaf‘:’r_elc;l's rear guard, I he were
Buceonsiul in hls race 4ith the Federals, FTorrest could turn his

. 1
Command to the west and Llock the Franklin pike, 10

i l After having forced Stewart's bluecoata to abvandon Cwenls

R
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Forrest's master plan, however, was doomed to fail., The . ;
Federals had too long a head start. Even Lefore Forrest's colum :
reached thé Nolensville pike, the general's scouts informed him

that the last of Schofield's infantry had entered the Nashville

i

periteter, ¥ollowing the receisnt of this neis, Yorrest permitted

ol

Buford!s and Jaclkson's troopers to bivouac for the night, In the

of the fortifieations guszrding the approach te Nashville.

Rexlizing that the Tankees had won the race for hashville, Chalmers'

cavalrymen halted and camped on either side of the Franklin pike. 1

The naxt morning {the Zd), Forrest lssued instructlons for

"

Chul.ers to shlft nig division to the left and bloclkads tha

AT .

Hillsbhoro ard Hardin pikes. At the same time, Forrest planned to
swing to the east uitn Duford's and Jackson's divisions, Forrest
would'usa‘the troopers of these two combat-wise ccormmands to cut
commmnications tetueen Nashville and iurireegboro.

Larly on the 2d, Forrest had his colurn on the road.
Advancing rapidly ug the Nolensville pike, Forrest's troopers
arrived iﬁ front of ithe Nashville dafgnse. The Rabel horsemsn had
‘reached this poiht saortly aftef the last of Wilson's Union
troogers had ontered the fortifications. From their voslition on

>

the hills scutheast of tho eity, the greyclads could distinetly

Ny ey
L ‘ii=
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meantime, Chalmars' greyclads had penstrated to within four niles - b




ges the stats capitol., Pending the arrival of Hood's infantry ard

artillory, Forrest prepired to drive in the Federil outpostis.

General Baford wss directed to proceed to Hiil Creeik, Buford's
troopers were to £ake position near the Insane Asylwn and guard
the hashville-Murfreestoro, pike. Jackson's division would ramain
where it was and watch the Nolensville pike. 13 ‘

While en route to the Insane Asylum,'Buford's buttermits
crozsed the Mashville ard Chattanvoga Rallroad. = After cutting the
telezraph, Buford organized and detached a. coirbat team. This
group was given the task of capturing and burninz the Union
blocknouces which guarded the three railroad bridges across Mill
Creex. Foll 1ouing the depacture of thz combat teaas, Furord used
the remainder of Ais divisicn to establish a roadblock on the
Rachville-lurfreesbore pike,

Pending the arrival of Hood's soldiers, General Chalmers
deteriiined io use one of his brigades, Coloncl Fdsund i, Rucker's,
to hold the Franklin pike. Chalmers' other brigade, led by
Colonel Jacck B. Biffle, was sent to blockade the Hillsboro and
Hardin pikes, Biffle's and Rucker's troonrers enceountered no

onpositicn in carrying out their aasligmments, 15




One of the two trains with units froa Steedman's command
whxéh had been dslayed reached Kashvilla tei‘oz:e Puford's troogers .
'lcut tne raillroad. The second train, carrying the Lith U, S,
Colored Infantry and Companies A and D, 14th U. S. Colored
Irfantzy, was not so foriunate.  Both teains nad been held up at
Murfreesbor;) as & result cof a derailn'xent. Colonel Lewis Johnson
of the 4ith U, S. Colored Infantry was in charggz of thes secord
lt.z-ain. Zy the rorning of the 2d, the railrcad repair crews,
assisted'by fatizus parties deatailled by Colonel Johnson, had the

engine and carsz back on the tracks, As soon as the locomeotive had

: tuilt up a head of ste.a.fn, the trair; pulled away froo :‘uri‘r'cc toro i
3‘ and headed for lashville. 16

l The blockhouse scheduled to be attacked first by Buford's
: conmbat teanm was held bty a detachment fron t-‘ne 115th Chio commanded

. @Yy hard-bitten Lieaterant G Gsorge D, Rartcr., Tonis stockade, the

asigned to cosweand ithez widdle one of the throe railroad

Ib‘r-ds'es wilch egpamned woandsring #ill Crezk within a mile. 17
:.‘ About 11 =, . on the 2d, ihe leskov.‘ts at Blockhousze ko,

l2 reported to Lievilorant liarte

5

2L a lurge number of unldentified

e

rarscnxen were approaching, Trzining his fie ld gZlagaaz on the

second one south of Nashville, was known as Blockhouse No, 2. It . P

P——

o 4 e —a—

Bt s

R
Ea
" AL
Y ik
RN
1 1‘.“&”[
by T
Lo
oot
. '
L
U
S
KR
B L
Wz b
M P
i
1
SRR {l,‘
N
Lo
A |
1
o
RERE ) AR
\,'.‘." .
R RN
AR
oy
Ve lh
P Y
BT N
Pt
W
'.m"“‘
M
l"»‘s"""
'
‘e .
A
RN
fJ tow
A
vy
AR
o
b



ewcaiiera, thes lisutenant observed that a large mumcer of thea

S,

rsezen deployed end slowly tegan to surround the blockhouse.

Before tho cavalrymoen could complete thweir dnvestuent of the

)
1

e Y 4 Y} e ~ +3 3 " 3] ! Ny
tockade, thez shrill whistle of an enging wos nheard. ihen the

t was lozded with Negro soldiers, 18

A A LTRSS M BT TR Aol e

were deployed near the blockhouse, he shouted for the engiheer to

l:rocecd with caution, The train accordingly approached the
blockhouse very slowly., Juct as the engine puiled on to the

ridge, a masked battery rosvsd into action, Hits were scored

'he locomotive and the first car. Several wmen were wounded and

the engine disabled. Colorel Johnzon yealized that it would be

"uicidal for his ticops to remain avoard the erowded cars, s

bellowed instructions for hiz men to detrain and take sover in the
tockads, Since he had not sssu dny signs of Lieutenant Harter or

iz soldiers, the colonsl believed that the blockhouse had been

#bzndenacd. Leaping off the cars, the Kegices and their white

lfficers raced toward the little fort.,

4.

Upon reaching the stocicade,

iflism:-yecl to find it occupied By Lisutenant ilarter's detachment,

)

ere ¢lad in Federal garb, As the anxious Yankees watchad, ihe

ain puffed into view, ths CUnioans werz cheered to discover that

l “When Colonel Johnson saw that 2 large number of horswmen

the colonel and nis mzmen wero
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one look convinced Colonel Johnson that thers was insufficient
poon in the blockhouse to shelter botn the Nhicans and his 350 nen.
To make matiers worse, the Confederate artillerists now turned

their guns on the fort., The enlonel was compslled to form his

trocps around the blockhouca,

While his officers were rallying their men, Colcnel
Johnson made a hasty recoonalssance,
50C yards east of the railroad dominated the stcckade. A nmusber
of Euford's dismounted troopers had already taken possession of
ihe hill, From this ccananding position, they sniped away at the
Federals, Johnéon wos convinced that 4f his men weré to eséape

selze the strategic hil), UHe

annihilation, tney would have o
ordered a strony detachuent teo rush tho Rebel sharpshooters. The
bluecoats were reoulsed in their effort to cavry the crest,
Undaunted, Johnsen had his soldisrs take cover on the lower slops.
Eere the Negroes dug in. Lozs and stumps wero used as breastworks
by tha'desperata Ebder#ls. Protected by their improvised
fortifications, the Yankeez returned the Confederates' fire. 20
After geveral hours' heavy fighting some of Johnson's
Subordinates appreached tha colonel. Thay told him that their

Soldiers nad almost exhiausted tihe 40 rounds which they carried in

thair cariridge-boxes. Johnson promptly reiayed this lnformation

Ho observed that a high hill

R ]
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fl;Lleutehant Harter. The lieutenant ordered his ordnance

T
»

gergeant to give Johnson's command 2,000 rounds, After this
".munition had teen distrituted, 1t enabled the Regroes to hold

t in tlie face of the heavy pressure being constantly exerted by
te. Confederates., During the zfternoon, Duferd's dismounted

.‘OOpGI‘S launched several. sharp attacks on the bluecoats. These

T, 21 ,

thrusts were easily beaten of

I All the wnile, tha Rebasl cannoneers contimed to shell

blockhouse, In an effort to knock out the defernders, the

tillerists sought to wheel their pisces closer to the stockads.
'e well-directed fire of tha blueclads, however, forced the

Southernsrs to shift theixr picces frequently. Flnally, about 5

’l. n,, the tutternut cammoneers succ2eded in manhandling one of

their guns into position on tihe hill east of the railroad, After
ocading the cannon, they puzhed it to the crest., It was sighted
fired, The recoil threw ths gun back out of sight, After
Teloading, the artillerists pushed the gun back into battefy and
lhe opei‘ati.on vac repeated. | The ent;&re procedure was carried out
80 rapidly that th2 Federals wers unable to concentrate a sufficient

-

olure of small-zrns fire on the crew to disconcert their ailm«

o

ithin a few mlnutes, the Confederate gunners had knooked the

lout tower to plices. MNust, they foc:uséd their atiention on

]
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the blockhouse, Shell after shell struck théubuilding; a‘number

peretrated tha heavy timbers. Cune shell exploded inside the

blockhouse, killing the railroad conductor arnd wounding severzl <2
Lieutenznt Harter's Ohivans. 22

Fortunately for the blueccats, darkness socon blankets=3

the area., Although the Confederate artillerists ceased firing,

the disﬁounted'troopers contimied te bang sway. Under ths covar

of night, Colonel Johnson regroupsd his cocmaand,

Y

Excert {or tre

soldiers detailed to man a line of outposts, the bluecoats fell
back to the blockhouse. Inspecting his troops, Johnson was

=

b
-~
s

ghocked to learn thst there was very little amruniticn left,

thereforz warned nis men o hold their fire, They were to reserve

.

the few rounds remaining in their cartridge-boxss for usz durin
(=1

the assault waleh Johnsen anticipated,
In the meantime, Lisutenant Harter had made an

inspection of the damage to the stockade. He found that the
Confederate bombardment had reducad the.blockhause to a "ruinovs
®ndition", Murthermore, the lieutenant's command was alzo
®nfronted by an ammunition shortage. Harter imzediately

Comunicated this distressing information ts Colonel Jolinson.

Upon evaluating the availlable inforaation, Johnson

s

13
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decided that nis position was hopelesz, Alrsady, tae defense of
tﬁe stockade had cost the Federals oneﬁthird of their strengih,
(0f the 322 officers aﬁd man encazed, 12 had been killed, 96
wounded, and 57 were mizainz.) Johnson determined to evacuate the
blockhousa and try to fight his way througn to Mashville,
femerberins Fort rillow, Johnsss felt that, should the stockzd: te
taken by agsawnlt or surrender, "a butchery would follow®., In
additicn, the colonel believed that, if it were possible for th‘a
Nashville Federals to send reinforceﬁants, they would have alreszd
errived, Orders were lasued to abandon the fort.-zs'

At 3:30 a. m., tha Federals lefi ths blockhouse.

Centrary to Colornel Jdeohnson's fesrs, ths bluccoats caught the

o
)

Confederatzs ragping. Observing the strictest silenca, ther

’

passed through tha Rebel linss without Leing challenged. The rest
of the march was uneventful, Colonal Johnson's and Lisutenant

26

Herter's troops entered the Kashville perimeter about daylraak.

It way late on the afternoon of the 2d when Hood's
infantey ard artillery reached the Nashville area. lMoving into

=
hao

¢

their dssignated positions in front of the Nashvilie defenses,

Confederates began tu entrench. Heutenant Ceneral Stephen D. ILee's

L

e




Corps was posted in the center, its center resting astride the

‘Frarklin pikXe., Ileutenant General Alexander P, Stewart's Corps

was stationed on the left; Major General B, Franklin Cnheathan'’s
held the right, 27

With the arrival of lood's infantry, Forrest's trcogers
conld be relieved of the necessity of having to wateh the Nashville
perimeter, Hood accordingly 1hformed nis cavalry leader that |
he was to atltack tne Union commnication lines. A strong mounted
force would be sent to operate "upon the railrcad, block-houses,
and teiegrabh lines" connecting Nashville with Murfreesboro. In
addition, F,rres£'s troozors wer: [ §ea if they could interfers
with Union shipning on the Cuiberland River below hasnville.
Apparently, Hood did not know fhat a strong combat team from
Buford's division had already attacked Blockhouse No. 2. 28

At‘daybreak on the 3d, Buford's cavairymen prepared to
rensw their attack on the stocekads. 'dhen the.bluecoats failed to
return their {irs, Coufederate skirmishers advanced to investlgate.
To their chagrin, the Southerners discoversd that the Yankees had
egcapad during tha night, Aftar puttinz tae toreh to the battered
blockhouse, tha railroéd bridgg across Mill Creek, and the
abardoned train, the Southsrnirs prepaved to move agzainst

Bloeckhouge o, 1. 29 B
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A 110-man detachment frox the 115th Ohlo commanded by
Licutenant Jacob N. Shaffer garrisoned Blockhousze Mo, L. This
stockade was locuated on the railroad four miles from Kasnaville,

»

loclkthouse Mo, 1 was cnly a mile froum Blockhouse Fo. 2z, 1t

t

Since
appears that Colonesl Johnson did not warn Lieutenant Shaffer when
he retired into the Nashvilie defenses. rurthermore, Johnson's
troopers must have bypassed Elockhcuse ko, l'when they retreated,
tecause Shaffer's soldlers made no effort to escape until it was
too late, 20 : '
Visiting Buford's command post nzar the Insane Asylum on

the worning of the 3d, Forrest directed the division commander to

gerdd one ol his brigades azalnst Blockhouse lo. 1, while thz other

attacked Blockhoure tic, 3. Puford moved promptly to carry out
Porrest!s instructlons. Strikipg swiftly, the flebels surréundcd
the two blockhouses: | |

Aftor investing Blockhoise No, 1 the Southerners sent
férward o truce party to demand its surrender. Licutsnant
Shaffer refused.. To soilten up the defenders, Captain Morten
orderad his artillery into positica, Unllubering their pieces,
the Tennessee cannoncers began to hamner away at the stockade with
shot and shells The Yankees replied with their small-arms,

Whenaver . tha Fedorals' fire seemed to slacken, a Southern officor
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would rida forward with a white flag to gee if they were ready to i

N

lay down their arms, Cun three different occasions, the rugged . _ .
lieutenant rejected the Rebels' terms, By late afternoon, the :'
Ohioans' morale faltered. Desplte their prolonged resistance, it 'i“
apveared to thes that they had been sbandoned Ey their frierds, 3 h if

The blockhouse hzd been pounded to pleces, aml ten of their

comrades were dead and another 20 wounded, When the butternuts

sent in their £3fth flag of the day, Lieutenant Shaffer surrendered

his command, After burning the blockhouse and ths railroad bridge,

the Confederatesg feturued to their camp at the Insane Asylum.

Céptain Denning M. Lowrey was in charge of the 32 men

Y e e A i kS Rtye T e e T T

from the 115th Chio cﬁarged uwith the cdefense of Blockhouss Ho, 3,

-

R 4

This stockade was located near Antloch. Surrounding the blockhouse, .
) | : S
Buford's men sought to parley with the Yankees. Captain ILowrey

[

et a—q’t.#,f'—%’»

refused to listen tc the Confederates! proposals. Rebuffed in A

thelr efforts to talk the bluecoats into giving up, the Rebels

brougint up their artillery. The cannoneers quickly placed their

T AT Sme ol e .

- TED TUNECT e
.
-

Pleces in battery and opened fire. In a successful effort to

protoct themselves fir¢m the Union sharpshooters, the Southerners ' L
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; l threw vp breastuworks in front of their field pleces. Evidently, S |
01 .' ’i,( A
: l the artillerists wezre getting short of ammnition, because they
. . o o 3,
. . 4
seamed raluctant to smother the defendors under a storm of shot et
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and shell, After holding out for 36 hours, Captain Lowrey

surrerdered to General Tuford, During the siege, the blockhouse

had been struck by $0 projectiles. 32
One of General Jackson's two brigades, Brigadier General

rawrence S, Ross', was enjaged on the 3d. Ross' troopers had

taken position on the 2d astride the Nolensville piike; outposts

were pushed to within three miles of Nashville, To Ross' front

was a line of rifle pits. Ross, on tne morning of the 3d,

determined to make a forced reconnaissance to see if the Unlonists

U neld these works in strength. Two aéuadrons of the 6th Texas

Cavalry were dismounted and deployed as skirmishers. Wwhen they

advanced, the Texans discovered that the entrenchments were held

‘ by a line of outposts.. The Union plickets fell back, however,

before the Texans were able to close with them. Shortly thereafter,

Ross’' troopers were relieved bty one of Stewart's infantry units,

Retiring to thelir caup, Ross' Texans rejcined Jacksén's division. 33
On the morning of the 4th, Forrest received a fresh set

of instructions irom Gencral licod. de was to sove on Murfressboro

with Buford's and jackson's divisions, Two hundred and fifty

troopers were to be left behind to picket the countryside between

the Nashville pike and the Custerland River when Forrest marched

toward Murireesboro. Afier relaying this inforwation to Buford

18
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rd Jdachson, Forrest issued orders detaching Colonel Gzorge Al
Fixon's Tennesssa Cavalry Regiment., Nixon's troopers had drawn

the assigmment of guarding the right flank of Hood's army. Since
the advance on Murrréesboro was scheduled for the morning of the
sth, Jackson's division and the remainder of Puford's spent a

quiet day restlny and 2llowing their mounts to recoup their
strength, Amwmnition was issued, and the men prepared the
customary three days'! rations. H

| Before daybreak on the 5th, reveille sounded in the
cavalry encampments, After the troopers had eaten a hasty
rreakfast, the units were formed and mustered, "Boots and Saddlesg"
sounded, and the greyclads quickly swung into their saddles,

Moving quietly out of theii capys, the two divisions headed for
Lavergne. Forrest!s iine of advance was the Nashville-lurfreestoro
plke. After ecrossing hurricane Creek, Forrest called a brief halt.
Calling for General Jackson, Forrest told him to take his division
to the west of lovergne and attack the redoubt which the'Fsderals
had thrown up on a commanding hill, At the same tie, Forrest
would wecve against the Lavergne blockhouse with Buford's division.
This blockhouse had bveen designed tor affort protacticn for the
railrcad bridgs spanning Hurricans Craek, 25

A detachment frow the 115th Chio was based at Lavergne.

Captain Lewls F. Hake was in command of the garrison, Late on the
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svening of the 4th, a scout reached Lavergne with a message f 
addressed to the comrandant. This dispatch was from General
Thomas. Glancing at the communication, Captain Hake learned that
H the Federals were to abandon all the blockhwuses bétween
Yurfreesboro and Kashville, Ths garrisons were to be withdrawn
to Hurfressboro. what especially troublsd the captain was the
knowledge that Thomas' order had been drafted cn the lst., It had

taken three days to reach hiim, At daybreak, Captain Hake ctarted

couriers down the railrcad in both direecticns to relay the contents

of Thomas® communication to the commanders of the various

blockhouses., If iHske had krown it, there was no need to send a
man tousrd Xasnville, By the morning of the 5th, Forrest's grim
troopers had already puat the torch to the three blockhouses along

the right of way in that direction, 36

[ ] 5 L
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Before the detachment of the 115th Ohio commanded by

Sergeant William McKinrey could evacuate Blockhouse ¥o. L, Buford's

et P-ae . )
Lt R e e e

e

division had swept into view, After surrounding ths fort, Buford

sent a staff officer with a white flag to demand the Yankees'

surrerder. Couvinced that resistance was impossible, the sergeant
told his men to ground their arams., After turanirg his prisoners ﬁ';‘
over to tha provest marshal, Eulord had his trooﬁers burn the !

blockhcuss and the rallroad bridge across Surricane Creek, 7 ' C AR
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Tn the meantime, Jackson's cavalrymen had encircled the

redoubt on the hill overlooking lavergne. At this hour,’Captain

Jlﬁlake's Ohloans were busy loading their gear on wagons, creparatory
b

1 to starting for Marfreesboro, Jackson sent forward one of his

; Iaides and several men to demznd that the Federals give up. In

response to a shout from Captain Hake not to come any closer, the

lConfedcrate truce party halted. ILieutenant John Eadle was sent to
l £ind out the Joutherners' demands. |

, ‘.*Tnil;e the Union officer was conferring with the Rekels,
l the greyclad artillerists took advantage of the temporary cessation

of hostilities to unlimber four of their guns close to the

earthwork, Yrem this cosition, th= cannoneers w€would be able to
comiznd the redoubt, in cage the Tanxees rejected Jackson's deasands.
k This laft Captain Hake with only two alternatives - capitulation
or annihilation., The captain chose the former, In addition to his
72 officers and men, Hak9 surrendered two field piecas (ons 6- and
ane 12-2cunder), 25 horses, sevaral wagons, and a considerable
suzply of crswidssary and quartermaster stores. Before pressing on
toward Smyrna, Forvest's troopers turned a numcer of barracks.

These buildings had becn raised by th2 Federals to quarter the

28

soldiers stationad in the: lavergne arcea.
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THdY BISTORTY CF FORTRESS R0SECRANS

H0teg we Chapter IV

The Confederates nvs Azalnst Fortress Rosecrans

1 T R., Series I, Vol, LI, ot. I, 744,

P g

5
. "*

.

Cenaral Hocd, on the afternoon of the 2d, had established

N
B
L]

his hoadquarters at Uverton's, slx miles south of HNashville,

6 Ihid.

7 Iuid., 5€0, 7535:; Jonn A, iyeth, Life of ldeutenant-General
Hathan Bedford Forrest, (Jew York, 1899), 47; Q. R., Serles I,
Vol. XIV, pt. Ii, 10. ‘

8 Q. R., Series I, Yoi. XLV, pt. I, 5€0.

9 Iuid., 785,

¢ Ibid., 7rF-FOM. \

1 id. .

12 iRide, ¥

13 g. 2., Serisa [, Vol, ¥19, pt. I, 754

1l' J:_Q-. 5!;1:', 633.. ?y"‘o

15 Inld., 76h.
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16 Q. R+, Series I, Vol. XI¥, pt. I, 540,

17 Irid., 631 2. R., Series III, Vol. V, 935.

18 C. R., Series I, Vol. Xiv, pt. I, 550, 631.

19 kid.

26 Ixad., skC-541, €31,

21 Ixid., 541, 631,

22 Iuid., 541, 631-632.

23 Iuid., 541, Johnson focund that, on the average, his men had
only fcour rounds left in their cartridge-boxes. |

oy Ibid., S41, 632, The north wing of ths blockhouse had been
destroyed; the outside easing of the west wi.ng was badly danaged;
thé iockout was gone, Two larga breacuss had teen poundad in tuhe
roof; ons of the Dosts - the main support of the roof —- was
xnocked out, while th2 otier hai been tudly splintered, Ikid.,
25 Jrxid., 341, Colorel Johnson "listcdv the Uninn Josses as:

2mzand Yilled wourded Missino Totsl

Lyth U. 3, Colered Infantry 8 35, 39 82
Comoanies A and D, lth U. S. °
Colored Inlantry 2 5 18 25
Tetachrent, 115th Ohis Infantry 2 £ — 8
Total: 12 u6 57 15




26 Zhid., 541, €32.

27 inid., 674,

28 Wyeth, Life of General H. B. Forrest, 547; 2. R., Series I,
vol. XLV, pt. I, 754.

29 Q. X., Series I, Yol, XUV, pt. I, 755.

30 Ikid., 632; Sester of Shio Seldlers, Jax of tha Betellion, Vol,
yIII, (Cincinnati, 1888), 1€, Blockhouse No, 1l sheliered tho
garrison charged with the protection of tae northernmost railroad
bridge across Mill Creek,

31 g. 1., Series I, Vol, XLV, pt. I, 632, 754,

32 akid. .ot
53 Lodd., 771

% Ied., 755 “yeth, LAfs of Genersl M. B. Forrest, 548,

35 Q. R., Series I, Vol. Xi¥, pt. I, 755.

36 Zkid., 632,

37 itid., 632, 755; Wyeth, li "4* ¢f General N, B, Torrest, 548,
Neither Forresat nor the Federals made a report of thé nusber of
man in Sergeant lcXinney's command.

28 0. R., Series I, Yol. XLV, pt. I, €32, 755.
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: Trim KISTIRY OF FORTRES3 RCSECRANS

Chapter V

f The Attaek on Blockhouse No, 7

At 7 a¢ m. on tha Lih, Gensral Pata's divielon uroks
camp. Leaving Wilkinson'u Cress-Roazds, Bate's greyelads tramped
‘ swiftly up the Florence road. The head of Bate's column struck

tne Hasaville pike a short Jdistonce west of Overall Cresk, five
g and orne-half miles from Marfreestoro.
; Bate's otject in making thiz move was fourfold. First,

he wanted tc pluce his small division beltwsen ths Murfressbors

b4

cate =zs afraid that if be had romained at

- .
anxees and Hashvilie,

Ailkinson's Cross-Roads, Rousseau's troops might have advanced
out of Fortreass Rosecrans and senarated his command fron General

dood’s army. Rov, if he were attacked Ly a1 sucerior feree, Rate

e ————————— .

reasohed, he zould retire on the Army of Tennessea. Second, his
new position neo the Mashville pike would enmable Bate to esver the
right wing ol kcod's army. Thicd, his division was now astride
tho Nashville and Chattancoga Hailrozd, In accordance with Hocd's ;

N 1
oprders, fatligue sarties would soon Le hard at work tearing up rails

and curning Lridges. Finally, Sate's pesition on the Bashville

Flra would facilitate a junction with the mounted force whicih Hood

,
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had directed Forrest to send to his assistance.

When Bate transferred his intantry and artiilery from
#ilkinsun's Crosg-Reads to the Nashville pike, he called in Colonel
gill's cavalry. Hill's troopers were assigned a dual mission.
resides keeding Bite inforasd of the vederals'! activities, they
were to demonstrate against the Union outposts on the Salem and
Willkinson plkes. 2

Atter reaching the Xashville pike, Bate proceeded to
deploy his division, Three regiments of Colonel Robkert Bullock's
Florida trigade were forwed into line of battls athwart the
railroad and the oike. Bulinck's fourth regiment (the 6th Florida)
was detzched snd given the tasg of guarding tha division train,
Covered ty a strong skirmish iine, the Florids infantrymen swept
toward Jverall Creek. A fow Unton plckets belonging to the S5th
Tennesses Cavalry (nicn) were flushed and driven in oy the
Floridians' advance. Dullock's greyelads encountered litile
difticulty in reaching Overall Croelk,

Since Bate did not want to rish general engagement with
the biz Ynion varrison reportedly staticned in Fortress Rosecrans,
ne ordered Muilock not to try to force a crossing., Instead, the

three 12-pounder Napolecns of the Washington Artillery were breought

forward and placed in battery on the brow of a commanding hill
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potween the pike end the rallroad. As soon as his cannoneers had

unlimbered their pieces, lieutenant J, Adolph Chalaron directed '}
them to shell the blockhouse on the east side of the creek. This ?
stockade, known as Blockhouse No, 7, had teen erected by the !
vederals to guard the railrcad bridge which spanned Overall Creek i
2t this point, Bulloci's soldiers were to protect the guns in '
czse of a Yankee sortie, 3 .

On=2 of his two remaining briéades. Brigadier General i
Thomas B. Smith's, Bate placed in reserve, If it became necessary, g
Suith's troops would be rushed to Bullock's assistance, Z2Zrigadier

General Henry R. Jackson's Georgla brigade was organized into

~

demylilion teans and put to work wrecking the rallroad, &
‘ At this time, Blockhouse No, 7 was occupied by a

detachment of the 115th Ohio commnanded by hard-bitten lieutenant

Henry A, Glosser. It was about 1l a. m. when the threec Rebel

field pieces roarzd into action. The Confederate artillerists f@
zoon found the range and numerous direct hlts'were scored on the 1

tlockhcuse, -

Forturately for the garrison, relief was not long in .

!
{
|
4 couing. ©n the previous evening, Gereral Rousseau had summoned ?'
Coionel Gilbvert M. L. Johnsen of the 13ih Indiana Cavalry to his E

' headquarters, Since the morning of the 2d, 'when cormmunications

I ‘ >(
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f
l 1
4
I \
A




Rk s e o

".» T T e ™ A — s, LIRS i A ek N ARG - R
3 N
l ‘
4
. i
i
l &
' i ¢ been cut, Ponssean had heard mothing from Nashville, He 3
therafore wanted Johnson to take four companies of his regiment il
A8
l ‘ and march to lavergre. Aftar thorouzhly rzconnoitering the N
| lavergne area, the Indianians were to return to Fortress
l nosacrans on the 6th,
' i
l 3 The morning of the 4th was well along belore the i
! Indianians had completed thair preparations and were ready to take ;;
: 328
' : the fisld, ‘Mhen notified by his sutordinates that their troopers ?I
g ‘ '.73
3 yere ready to march, Johnson nad nis tugler sound ®Boots and ,~'
‘ i
. ¥
l | Saddlea”. Svinging into their saddles, the bluecoated cavalryaen .
1 Ui
= s )
. ; rode cut of the fortress and turned into the Nashville pike, Abcu? {
4 taren miles northwest of Fortress Rosecrans, Colonel Johnson's
l Y vanguard spotted several horsenmen riding rapidly toward theu.
‘ Hailing Jeohnaen's column, the newcomers, who proved to te mezbers
| " , . . ‘
I i cf tha 5th Tennessee Cavalry (Unicny, told the Indianiang that a :;
'? it
;‘ strong forse cf Rebtel infantry had driven them across Overall Creek, |
a3
{
M 3 * a3 ;l
l 3 Johnson decided to test the strength of the Confederate '_
i . )
. sdvance. Ho orderad the lsader of the Tennessseszns to deploy nis
aen as skirzishers on the lett of the pike. At the sane time, il
! Al
1 ;
I i Jonhnson thiow. out ona of his companies on the right. Coversd by A
§ thisz silroish iine, the Federal cavalrymen preseed foruard, ‘
}
i ﬁ_
l Nofere resching Overzll Creek, which was abtcut & mile 51
. . TR
- 3 ‘5 .
) _*._
‘ } b
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gway, Johnsen's coammand encountared a mumber of greyclad scouta,

The Southerners retired across the creek in the face of Johmson's

advance. Approaching Overzll Creex, ths Federsls spotted

Bullock's tattle line drawn up on the far side. A brisk clash
quickly developed latueen the Rebel infantry and the Unlon cavalry.
To taxe advanlagez of the :rotection afforded Ly the cedars and
undergrewid walen flanked the stream, Johnson dismounted his
command,  Sh nortly thereafter, the louisiana srtillerists ceased
snelling the blockhousze. Shifting targets, they opene& fire on
Jobnson's ircopers, 4 A : ’

Having determined that the Confederates were preasnt in

vla strength, Joloncl Johnson determined to relay this
Lagortant inforimation to Ganaral Rousseau. Calling for a
L3ssengar, Johnson addressed a dispatch to his superior,

Hougseau waz notified that Juhnzonls uwen were holding the
Southerners slong Qverall Creek. Johnzen wrots, "The enemy exposs
a line double to mine: reported moving colusms on wy right flonk;
nave used tizew pieces of artillery on me; also reportad the same
to be used on the block-house", So far, Johnson ecommented, his .
ozses had Leen siignt. Pending the raceipt of addibional
‘astractions, Johnson plarned to force his way across Overall

3.

Craak,
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'+ i'! ""'1&&;!.- APt
R g (R g

B




A3 onon as Johanson's dispatch was in his hands, Rousseau

proceeded to organizo a "flying ¢olumwn®, Ceneral Milroy was
nlaced in charge of this comuand which consisted of three infantry
reciments (the 61st Illinois, the 8th Minnesota, and the 17bth
Chio), and a section of guns mznned bty the cannoneers of the 13th
Battery, New York Light Artillery, While ihe units were teing
formed and mustered, Houssgeau gave Milroy his final instructions.
The "flying cslumn® was to march to the relief of Slockhouse Ko, 7,
"which was tesieged Yy a considerabie retel force witﬁ artiliery".

Hovirg out of Fort:ess Rosecrans, llroy's "flying
colwmn® started up the Nashville pike at a rapid pace, It was
atout 2 p. m. when #llroy's panting soldiers approached Overall
Creekk, At the time of Milvroy's arrival, Johnson's dismounted
cavalrymen and the Confederate snarpshooters were still sniping
away at asch other frém oppesite sides of the stream. Hiding
foirward, Milvoy usde a hurrled recommalssance, The infecrmation
obtained anzbled iiil-oy to deploy his command, 10

lieutenant John deGurrin of the 13th New York Dattery
was to unlimber his tvo gunsg on a bLluff overlooking th= creek. °
Thundering forward, the New Yorkers threw their pieces into
battery. Almost 23 socn as the trslls had struck the ground, the

sannoneers had thelr guns in action, Tha bluscoats ware soon

oy b A RPN TTIRGY VY ST RAUAT W) A Nt SRS L a8 o S A L s e cevad 0 sl
VOO e . L - : . /R

S Tl



.l,;

enzsged in a Citter duel wilh the Lhree guns of the washington

g
[
i

Artillery, which were eamplaced on a hill akout $00 yards to thelr

o
i X

frOntc

g

Milroy had ILieutenant Colonel Daniel Grass of the 61st ‘%ﬂ

T1lirois deploy his soldiers as siicemishers, Aftor they had 3%
completed their disposicsionz, the L1llinsissns advanced and relievesd _ é?
Johnsgcn's dismounted troopers, Upon being relleved, Colonel i;
.Johnson proceeded tov reassexble his regimentﬂ Johnson massed uis | E;

| men on tas pike in column of fours, about 4CO yards southeast of f%f
the bridze, The &th litnnesota was posted on the rignt of the pike, ?ﬁ

ite laft fliank resting near the Hord house. Colonel John S, Jones! %&}
174th Ohlo was foréad s the Hinnesotans' leét. Jones' initial E{'

mission was to support thes llew fork artillerists, 12 4

At first, denerzl Pate was well satisfied with the way bii

things were -develooing. Gensrsdl Jnckisen reported that hie denolition :i“
\

teams wers wreaking havoce on ths rzllroad; iLleutenant Chularonts giﬁ

cannoneers wers scoring bii oiftzr nit on the blockhcocuse., It fsii

seenmed tiat, unless the lucfreastoro Faderals intervensd, it : i%r
wonld bs only s matter of time before the bluecoats who were holed {
up in the blockhouse aither surrendered or saw thelr fort —ounded ° i%
to piasuea, ;gz
¢
About noon, the scouts from Ba@e's cownand who had 34
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crassed Overall Creex [ell back in the face ol Johnson'y advance,
The Federals, however, mads no effort to cross the creeik. Zach
time the blueccats aprearsd to be massing for a tﬁrust, a few well-
aimed shots frow the Washington Artillery discouraged them.
Follcwing the arrival of Yilrox's "flying column™, the situation
changed, ‘Two guns were §uickly wheeled into position by the
Federals; a hot fire wzs opened on'the Ylashington Artillery. A
strong foree of blueccated skirmishers (the éist Tllincls) soon
pressed forward and tosk cover in the crndars aear the strean.

Bate bellieved that these moves on the Yankees' part were designed.

to prevent his divisicnh from fording Overall Creek. e

13

.

acccrding made no changes In his dispositinngs,

v

In the meantime, Milroy hzd sensed that the Confederates!
fire gseemed tn be slackenming., He determined to seize the

initiative, OColonel Minor T. Thomas of the 2th Minnesota was

directed to shift his regliment to the right. Tho innesotzns wers

to take poaition at the blockicuse, In case Colonel Thomas {ournd
it to be practirable, he was to send his regirent acrcss Overall
Creek at the railroad tridge. After reaching the west bonk,

Thomas' rugped infantrymen were ts iry to turn 2ata's left flank,

~

0 protect the advance of the liinnesotans, Hilroy's
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skirmishers (the 61lst Illinoig) pressed closer to the stream.
Covered by the fire 5f the Illinoisans, Colonel Thomas led his mon
forward on the double, Approaching to within 50 yards of the

blockhouss, the colonsl halted znd formed his reginent into line

of uttle, A nurber of Corfederate snioers, who were oosted
tehirnd a rail fence and in the woods on the far sids of the creczk,
vanged 2way at the bluscoats, Undaunted, Thomae' soldiers grimly
neld their ground. Fortunately Tor the Yankees. the greyclads!
marksmanship was deplorable. In the entire regiment, cnly two men
were cut dowi, both wounded,

ter remaining where he was £or a feQ ninutes, Thomas
advanced tws of his curpanies., There two units took position on
the right of ths bleckiouse, and the bluecoats began to bla: e awéy
at the Rebsl sharpsncotors. 'thin s fow minutes, the Southerrers
ceased Iiring., Mext, the Minnesotans prepared to focus their
attentivi on the Confederate artillerists, 14

Cn the left of Milroy's line, a nwiber of the

skdiagsiiors £rou the Gist Illinois succeeded in crossing the piks
beidge. Reaching the west side of Overall Creek, the Federals°
drove in Bate's outposts and established a bridgehaad, Milroy
quleckly noved to exploit this 54CCe83, Ordgrs were issued for the

174th Chio to suppert the attack.
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Respording to the situation with his customary alacrity,

st
e

Colonel Jones led his cheering battle line forward. bpon gaining

Sl

4

the right bank of the stream, Jones halted his command, The right

g

and left wings remained in line, while the color company dashed

R it I B s~ g O

across the btridge. Zince the bridge had bean partizlly dismantled;

P L

the Ohioans' progress was somewhat impeded. In addition, Colonel

v bl
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Jonss' soldlers were exposed to 'a galling fire, from artillery and

infantry. As scon as the color company reached the left bank, the if

remainder of the regiment crossed the tridge. 15

Milroy had bsen closely watching the situation as it ‘ 1

developed., When the 174ih Ohio stormed across Overall Creek, the %!

Tow

general decided to commit his strategic reserve, the 13th Indilana 'T

Cavalry. Up ‘o this hour, liilroy had mistakenly believed that the

.QJ

Contederata force opposed to him consisted in part of.Forrest's ﬁgi
cavalry, fighting dismounted. ke felt that a sudden sortie by the f*i?

13th Indiana mizht result in the capture of the three-gun 4&
Confederate battery., The ground on the far side of Overall Creek, 3”53

the general observed, was suited to a cavalry charge. In addition, | ay

the smoke of battle, taken in conjunction with the approach of g'

f darkness, would screen the Federsls' movement until it was too

l:te for the Cohfederates to take counter measures. Having made

his decision, Hilrcy sent a member of -his staff to relay it to

10 . ; ‘ R
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Colonel Johnson.,

ColonellJohnson, when told of the general's »lan,
remarked that his men were eager "to try the experiment®. At a
word from tho colonsal, the Indiana cavalrymen started up the pike
toward the bridge. 16

Colonel Jones had just redsployed his regiment into line
of battle when the 13th Indiana thundered across thas bridge, Tha
Ohloans made an opuning in their ranks to'permit the passage of
the cavalry, 4s soon as his company commanders reported that their
men were ready, Golonel Johnson ordered his bugler to sound the
charge, 2Putting the sours to their horses, tha cavalrymen surged
forward, 'To reach the guns, Johnson turned the head of his colunn
of £ tha pike. Swinging to the right, the troopers swept aroumni
the base of the hill on top of which the louisianians' three guns
wera emplaced, As they pressed ahead, the Union horsemen threatened
to tuen ths Confedarate left. 17 |

The heavy pressure that, sinca the arrival of Milroy's
“f£lying coluan®, bad been tuilding up along his entire front caused
Genergl Bate to call up General Smith's reserve brigade, It was

starting to get dark when Smith's itroops filed into position on

Ffalleck's l=Tt. Smith's combat-ready infantry had reached the

point of dunger nons too -goon. Hardly'were they on the ground




before Colonel Johnsen's troopers came thundering down on thenm out
of the gathering darkness.

At the same time, the Confederats cannoneers spotted the

Union horsemsn. Lieutenant Chalaron shouted for his gunners to

shift targets. vheeling their pleces to the left, the artillerists

1
i
i
* ripped the Federal troopers with double charges of canister. +vwithin
l a matter of moments, Johnson's Indianiang discovered that they had
I stirred up a hernet's nest. To make matters worse, the troopers
had a difficuit time reloading thelr Enfield carbines while wmounted,
l Unable to breast this fire, the cavalrymen recoiled. Abcut a score
of the Yankees ware unhorsed and their mounts stampeded into the
I Confederates' linzs,
I Repulsed, the Yunkees veercd off to the right and fell
back to the ereek, 2By this time, it was dark. In the confusion
l which accempanied the retreat, the cavalrymen were fired on by
& their coswadas on the éast 3ids of the stream, who mistook them for
the fos. 4&fter the Tndianians were able to establish their identity,

the shecoting c¢2ased, hext, Colonel Johnson rallied and re-formed

_ his regiment, Thae men were dismounted ard skirmishers pushed out,

18

|Jo‘mson prepared to renew the attack on the Confederate artillery.
Milrey had anxiously watched the start of Johnson's

: Icharge. A3 soon as ne was satisfisd that Jommson's troopers had
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failed to overrun the guns, the general decided to send the 174th
Ohio to the attack. Since the Onio regiment was only recently
organized and was receiving its baptism under fire, ililroy would
have preferred to have employed another unit., At this tiﬁe,
however, his other two infantry regiménts were not available,
The Glst Illincis was depgloyed as skiraishers, while the 8th
Minnesota had been unable to cross the creek,

When he received his instruciions to attack, Colonel
Jones shifted his battle line to the left a short distance. The
colonal wanted his right flank to guide on the Nashville pike.,
Having completed his disposlitlons, Jonos led his cheering Chiocans
torward., In tne gloom, the binecoats quickly established contact
with Colonel Bullock's Floridians, Halting, the bluecoata sent
sevecal deadly volleys crashing into the greyclads' ranks. when
tney renewed the advance, Colonsl Jones' trosps rocked Hullock's
three Florida regiments bacx on their heels., In this fighting,
Colonel Pullock was kadly wounded. Having smashed Sullock's nain

-

line of resistance, the Chiloans swent con.

By this time, CGeneral Jackson had recalled hig demolition:

teans which had oeen wreakding havoc on the railroad. Following
the collapse of Bullock's command, Bate directed Jackson to mass

Ms brigade astride the Nashville pike. Jackson quickly formed

13
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his Georgisns about one-half wile west of the bridgs. At first,
Jackson's greyclads were troubled by the retreating Floridians
breaking througn their ranks. ‘When Colonel Jonés' Chiocans emerged ﬁ ;
from out of the shadowsg, tie Georgians brought thelr rifled-mskets | :
to the ready and fired one crashing volley, OUne of filroy’'s aides
now rode up and told Colonel Jones to witndraw his #egiment. 2¢ ﬁ;i;
General Milroy's decision to recall the 174th Ohio was K
based on several factors. First, it was hou dark and the general
did not want to hazard a night engagemenﬁ. Second, the 8th
Minneso%a had ceen unable to find a way to get across Cverall

S
K
Creek. Finally, the rederzls had captured abtout 20 prisorners in ﬁJ

the Tighting up to this point. Upon belng questioned, these aen

told HMilroy that he was confronted by General Bate's crack infantry
division. The general knew Lt would not ba wise to fight a pitched
battle with Bate's ooubat-tested vaterans, 21

When Colonel Johnson's troopers had chargad the

washington Artillery, they had cut aeross in front of the

Minnesotans, Colonel Thomas accordingly had shouted for his men

2
te cease firing., iist wanting to loce the advantage heretofore '??

gained, Thomas advanced the remainder of his regiment, Thess eight
companies Joined tielr courades near the railroaa bridge.

Following Johnson's repulse, Lisutenant Chalaron's artiilerists



ticklish situation,

agaln directed their attention toward Thomas' regiment., For the
next several mimites, the Revel gunners hammered away at ths
liinnesotans wlth shot and shell. Pinned dcwn by this well-directed

bombardment, Colonel Thomas! bluecoats abandoned their efforts to

find a2 way across the streaum, 22

In the meantine, Colonsel Johnson's Indianlans had again :
forged ahead. Advancing on the double, the dismounted troopers
worked tneir way arournxi the left flank of General Smith's battle
line. BHefore the tluecoats were able to reach the foot of the
ridge cehind Chalaron's guns, the Confederates retired, Undoubtedly,
the collapae of Bulicex's command had rendered Smith's position
urtenabla, Raving falled to take the Hebal gumners by surprise,

Johnson recalled his horse holders.. Like Colonel Junes, Johnson

now recelved orders feow Milror Lo recross Cverall Cresic, 23

Sinee his Chloans were in close contact with Jackson's
Georglans, Tolonel Jones was confronted by what could become a

If the Robels were alert, they misht convert

Jones' effcrts to dlsengage his retiment into a disaster. Jones iy B
tﬁerefore marched his troops back to the bridge in line "faced {%;:f
to the rear®. In falling tack, the Lluecoats bLrought off their '%%? 
wouikled and most of their dead. The skirm;shers from the Olst _ ' ?%?i'
Illinois, who had crossed to the west side of the straam, ‘ » ' t;#'
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accompaniad tnhe Ohioans, After recrossing Overall Creek, Jones
redeplored his regiment into line of battle near the artillery.
Three companios were left to hold the bridge pending theareturn of
Jehneon's cavalry, Like Colcnel Jores, Johnson encountered no
difficulty in withdrawing his troopers. 2

After Johnson's cavairymen had recrossed Qverall Creek,
Milroy formed his entire ccammard into 1line of battle on the eas%
side of the stream, Fires were kindled, and the Federals waited

for the Contederates to attack. whsn 9 o'clock rolled around amd
th

4]

Rabels had failsd to lauach any hostile demonstration, Milroy
hzd his unit commanders form and ruster their men. The "fiying
eclamn' then returned to Fortroess nosecrans, It arrived atout 1
a, m. on the §th, 29

Since the blockhcuss had not been seriously damaged by

the flire of the Confederate artillery, [desutenant Glosser decided‘

to stay put., His dstachment remained at the blockaouse following
26 ‘

Milroy's devarture,

Gener:l Jackson's skiridshers shadowed the Federals_as
they retired. ko efforﬁ, however, was made by the Confederates to’
force their way across Overall Greek. Just ag the battls was
ending, a aqgiadrorn of cévalry led by Colinnel Edward Dillen rode up.

Forrest had ordered the colonel to march to Bate's assistance, btut

the trocopers did wot reach the field in time to be of any help .

-y




in the engagewent, 27
Evidently, the Confederate outrosts were not keeplng a
very c¢loss watch., They falled to discover that the Federals had
evaciaated thelr vosition on the east slde of the creek. 1In the
azantine, venoral Zata ha& teen devotling considerable thousht o
the strategic situation, He knew thzt his small division wus
dangerously exposed, Bate was afraid that the Yankees might make
a night march, turn his {flung, znd get inio nis rear, The general
deternined to move his sommand. Colonsl Pillon was tsld to have
hig troopsrs relieve Bate's plckets, By 10 p. m., Dillen's
horsenen had ogeusied the line of outéost; covering Overall Creek.
As soon as bis brigode cwmienders had assewcled thelr units, ZDate
started his troopes up the Hashville pike, ter crossing Stewarts

Craelk, Znte called a halt ond the divicion bivauzacked for tha

Genzral Bate reported that his command lost 15 killeqd,
59 wounded, Qnd 13 migsing in the fishting along Overall Creek on
the 4th, The Union officgrs. in their "After Action Reports’,
listed their casualties (excluding those suifered ky the 1ith
Indlana Cavalry) es 4 killsd and 61 wounded, In the perisd from
Decemser 4-9, Colonel Johnson of tho 13ta Indiana anmounced that
his regiment had 8 killed and 3&'woundéd. Alimost all of thess

were cut down in the fighting along Overzll Creek on the 4th, In

°




addition, General Milroy turned over to the Fortress Rosecrans
p}ovost mershal 20 Confederals prisoners. 29
deveille sounded in the camps occupied by General Bate's
division early on the 5th, In accordance with Bate's instructions,
the brigude comasnders prepared to move sgainst and reduce the
blockhouses at Stewarts Ureek and Smyrna, Deaolition Fqéms were
organized and given the task of destroying the railroad between
these two points, 0
In the meantime, the messenger ssnt by Captailn Hake to
tell the officers in charge of Blockhouses Nss, 5 and & of General
Thomas' decision to abanrdon all the stockades between Nashville
and furfreeshory had 2arried out his assignment., It was shortly
after deybreak wnen the garrisons evacuated the two blockhouses,
Since Bate's division was known to be operating along tﬁe
Hashville pike, the bluecoate were comrellsd to make a lonz detour.:
Marching hy way of Jefferson, the Federals succeeded in avoiding
Eate's coluan., The Yankees, hcuever, encountered several roving
mounted patrols. DBrushing ihese grouvs to one side, the Yankeas
reached urfreegcoro about 2 p. m. 3L
. when Zate's trcops reached tne blockhéuses; they found
that the occupants had fled. After they had removed and

distributed the stores which the Federais had abandoned, the
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Rebels turned the stockades, At the same time, Bate's demolition
teams put the torch to the rallroad tridges at Smyrna and across
Stewarts Creek. Several riles of tracic were also torn up, while
Bate's soldiers wers engaged in these undertakings. a powerful
cavalry column was sighted agproaching ifrom the dirsction of
Lavergne, The newcomers proved to be Forrest's command, 22

Since Forrest was his superior, Bate.reported_to the
cavalry leader, rorrest, by virtue of his rank, imxediately
assumed command of all the Confederate forces operating in the
Yurfreesboro sector. Upon coaversing with Forrest, Bate was
distressed to learn that the ecavalryman wanted to undertake
offensive operations spains?: Yurtress Rosecirans, For the tims
being, Bate would just have to forget his aszsignment "to destroy
the reilroad®, Bate was disturbed by forrest's ambitious plans.
In justification of his positicn, 2ate explained to Forrest that
all the reports reaching him indicated that there were ffom 3,000
to 10,000 Federals in Murfreesboro. DBesides veing very strong,
Fortress Rosecrans was sald to be well supplied with artillery.
Bate thought it would be umilge for the Confederates to attack
Fortress Rosecrans, When Forrest insisted, Bate agreed to
co-operate, 23

Having made his decision, Forrest ordered the advance




resumed, Ceneral Jackscn was directed to send Ross' Texas:
trigade cross-country to the wWilkinson pike, As soon as
sufficient time had elapsed to allow Ross! Texans to reach
Jillinson's Cross-Roads, Forrest led the remainder of his command
down the Nashville-':urfreestoro Pike., General Puford's divicion
spearheaded the march,

By 2 p. m., Buford's vanguard had reached Gverall Creek.
4 battery was unlimbered on a hill ahout one;half mile northwest
of Blockhouse ¥o. 7. Five or six shots were fired at the stogkade.
pnly one of which struck the bullding., At the first alarm,
Lieutenaﬁt Glosser had turned out his comcand,  Manning their
batile gtations, the bluecoats returned the Cornfederatest fire,
After the Federals had killed one horse and wounded sevspal of the
arfillerists, the Rebels limberad up their pieces and foll back,
The cavalry would leave the reduction of the blockhouse to Batels
infantry, H |

Over on the Wilkinson pike, Ross' Texans likewise
encountared opposition as they drove toward furfreesboro, Rosg!
vanguard was Qhecked when it encountered a Ynion roadvlock, To
keep his advance moving, Ross dismountsd and threw forward tha 3d

and €th Texas, Aifter i sharp contest, ths Texans smasned this

poc#at of resistance, By late afternoon, Ross’ troovers had
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gsecured the bridge which carried the Wilkinson pike acrossl
Overall Creek. 35 | | |

Forrest, upon learning that Ross’ brigade hgd reached
Overall Creek, halted his main column, By this time, Buford's
troopars had likewise established a br;dgehead on the east bank of
the stream. ~orrest wculd not press any cloger to Fortress
Rosecrans, pending the arrival of Bate's infantry. For the time
teing, Buford's troopers were to pickst the countryside from the
Mashville pike on the right to the Lebanon pike on the left;
dackson's would watch the area between the Nashville and Salem
pikes, As soon as the cavalry leaders had carried ocut these
instrueticas, they permitted their troopers to éamp. 36

In the meantime, Gencral Bate had reassembled his
division, The infantry proceeded to retrace their steps. Bate's
soldiers swuent the night of the 5th bivouacked on either side of
the Hashville vike near where they had been engaged on the
previous day.

puring the night, Bate trlied to induce the defenders of
Elockhouse No. 7 to surrender. Abcut midnight, a Union soldier,
wno had been captured by the Rebels, appeared at the blockhousa.
P2 fold Lieuteﬂant Glosser that if the Federals would lay down

their armé, General Bate would parole'the entire garrison, whils




respecting the soldiers' private property. Contimuing, the soldier

remarked that cne of Bate's officers would formally present these
terms "by 6 a. m., or sunrise",

It was noon, however, before a Confederate officer
bdaring a white flag approached the blockhcuse, The Rebel stated
that he had been sent by Colonal Hill to deniand the surrender of
the stockade on the terms oreviocusly proposed by General Bate,
lieuienant Glosser refused, informing the Confederats that "We
would hcld the block-house?, 57

On tha 5th, General Hood determined to send two more
infantry brigades, with a battery each, to the Murfreesboro area.
The tueo Lrigades desipgnated for this detached service were
Brizadier Ueueral Claudius ¥, Sears' and Colonel Joseph B. Palmer's.
Palmer's and Gears' trcops would be accompanied by fenner'sg
loalsiana fattery and the Erookhaven Hiséissippl Light Artillery.
Gsneral Sears, as ranking cfficer, would be in charge of these

urihs until they reachad Micfreesboro, where he would report to

Forrest, Preparations were completed, and Sears' column started

for Murfreestoro on the afternoon of the 5th, 38
At the same time, Hocd forwarded a message to Ceneral
Bate, informing him that "Two good brigades, with a battery each,

have been sent to the vieinity of lMarfreesborough.® Bate was also

" formally notified that he wzas to be responsiﬁle to General Forrest.




The defeat ¢f the Union troopa stationed at Murfreesboro, Hood
wrote, "is of the first importance", This dispatch demonstrated
to Bate that the plan to move against Fortress Rosecrans was not a
special project thought up by the aggressive Forrest, as the gensral
had originally suspected. 39

Tne news that Bate's grsyclads had dicanpeared from the
approachaes to Murfreesboro was eagerly received Yy General
Rousasau, Hoping to restore rail connections with ¥ashville,
Rousseau ordered a construction train readied. The 181st Ohio would
guard tho repair crew. A telegrapher amd an instrument was to
accomrany the train, Any information ¢f the Confederatss'
whereatcoults gleanad Yy the Chioans wonid be rcromptly wired to
Rousszzau's headiuarters, idajor James T. Hickey, the cificer in
charge of the suard detail, was directed to exercise "tha utmost
vigilance” in peotecting the coastruction train. Befors the train
was atle to leave Marireeshoro, RAoussesu learned that the Rebels
had returned in force to Cverall Creek, He accordingly canceled

Y

thz orders s2nding cut the coastuetion train, 40
\ A wild racwor concerning the fighting -along Overall Cresk

on the 4th venched Gonséal Tharas' sars cn tha following evening.

According te ithis tale, Milroy's "flying colunn® had eapiured six

guns from the Confederates, If this report were true, Thomas

wanted these guns added t> the armament of Fortrees Rosescrans.,
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Furthermore, Thomas wanted Rousseau to submit a detailed repori on
wnat had transpired at lurfreesboro since the telegraph had been
cut, Rousseau was to be informed that everything was developing
sétisfactorily on the Mashville perimeter. As soon as Wilson's
cavalry was ready to take the field, Thomas promised to seize the

initiative, A courler was detailed to make the roundabout ride to

Murfreesboro and relay this information to Rousseau. k1




TiZ HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

lotes ~- Chapter V

The Attack on Blocikhouse do. 7

1 8. 3., Series I, Vol, XLV, ot. I, 744,

2 Jbid.

3 Ikid., 615, 633, 744745, The three regiments deployad by
Coionel Bullock were: the 1lst and 2d Floridé Consolidated Infantry,
tae 7th Florida Infantry, and the lst Florida Cavalry (dismounted)
ard tha 4th Florida Cunsolidated Infantry.

b Ioid., 745,

5 Ibid., €35,
6 Ikid., €3G. Colonel Johnson, along with four companies of his
regiment, had been cut off when Scnofield's arwy had reiired into
the Hashville gerimeter. The Indianians had made their way to
#urfreesboro, where Johnson reported to General Roussenu,

7 Ikid.

3  Ibid.

9 Ixid., 613, 61s.

10 Ibid., 615, 620, 635.

U Zeid., 615,

I 12 dbid., €15, 622, €24, 630,




745,

14 Ibid., 622,

15 Ikid., 615, &24,

16 Ibid., 615-816,

17 dkid., 516, 630,
Lid., €20, 74s,
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{r,

(]
O
2
(&8

624, 745,

20 Inid., 624, 745,

21 lvid., 616.

22 Inid., 622,

23 lIuvdd., 630,

24 Ibid., 616, 624, &30,

25 ibid., 613, &30.

26 Ikid., 633, 635, During the bowmbardment, the blockhouse wag
strucic by 31 projectiles, five scoi'ing hits on the lockout and <
on the main tuilding and its entrance,

27 ivid., 74s,

23 Lbid.

29 Ibid., 61€, 631, 745,

30 Ibid., ?us,
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1 Ibid., 633, Captain William M, McClure was in charge of

Blockhouse Mo, 5; lieutenant John S, Orr commended at Blockhouse

Mo, 6. Detachments from the 11sth Onio garrisoned the two blockiz oz
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eid., 745,
Ibid., 745, 755; Wyeth, Life of General M. B. Forrest, 548.
Q. R., Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 635, 755.

ibvid., 771.

itid., 755; Wyeth, Life

£ Ceneral B. B. Forrest, 548,

O+ Loy Series I, Vol, XLV, pt. I, €35. Under the cover of

darkness, the Federals had venturzd from the blockhouse to get

weod, water, and timber. The tlitcers were used to floor the tower,

which had been converted into a bomb-proof.

38

Ibid., 671, 755: C. R., Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. II, 652,
Q. R., Series I, Vol, XLV, pt. II, 652.°
Ibid,, C4-65,

ITbid., €4. Jt took the mewssnger about 60 hours to make the

circuitous ride from Nashville to Murireescoro, Thomas' dispatch

was delivered tv Rousseau late on the forenocn of the 8th. 0. Bey

Series I, Vol., XLV, pt. I, 614,
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THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

Chapter VI
The Battle of the Cedars

General Forrest, on the morning of the €th, determined

to ma2ke a forced reconnaissance of the defenses of Fortress
Rosecrans, . He accordingly ordered General Bate's division to cross
Overall Creek. As soon as all of his soldiers had crossed the
triige, Date formed them into line of battle athwart the Nashvills
pike. The 4th Georgia Sharpshooter Battalion° led by Msjor

Theodors B, Cacswell was §eployed and thrown forﬁard as skirmishers,

t a word from Bate, the division swept forward., The Hashville pike

gserved as the axis of Batle'ls advance,

Befcre the Southeriers had proceeded very far, Caswell's

Georglans wvere fired on by the bluecoated vedettes, These Union

troopers were manning the line of outposts which General Roussezu

ned sstablished to cover the approaches to Fortress Rusecrans. Yor

wst of the next tuo hours, the Georgians and the Yankees banged

way at one gioother, Once again the linegtone outcroppings and

the cedars which bourded ihe pike echoed to the sounds of battle.
lving deiayed the Confederate drive long enough to nermit the

lefenders of Fortress Rusecrans to man their battle stations,




'he Federal outposts retired.
Bste's buttermuts cautiously resumed their advance., The
leneral permitted his soldiers to push to within three-quarters of

a mile of lunette Stanley, the northwestern bastion of Fortress

| I.asecrans. Realizing that s Carther advance would exposs his

| pgoldiers to the {ire of the Union artillery, Date ordered his
(rigade commanders to placse their men .under cover. After halting,

! '.haze febol infantrymen De;an digging rifle pits and evecting stons

and log breastworks. The position occupied by Hate's division |

Ixtended from Stonas River on the left to a2 point a short distance

flwrth of the Wilkinson pike ¢n tha right. o att'empt was made by

2

he Fedzrals to keepn tne Souwtherners from digging in,.

I While Bate's soldiers were fortifying thelr positions,
Forrest decided to examine the approaches to Fortress mnsecrans,
for this pucrose, Ferrast callad upon oue of Drigadier General
frank €., Armstrong's Missisaispl cavalry regiments. Accompanied
the Mississipplans, Forresi made a careful inspsction of the
lcderals' position and works. This Yold reconnaissance convinced
the genmeral that Tortress Rosecrans was too strong to Justify an ’
attampt tn carry it by coup de main. He decided to use his command
 keep Pousseau's Tankess rvinned down in the Zlarireestoro area,

If at all possible, Forrest wanted to prevent Rousseau from joining




forces with Thomas at Nashville, (Forrest did not know that

ougseau was under orders to remain at Murfreesboro,) J

General Sears' column reported to Forrest on the evening

of the 6th, It had taken tine reinforcesants about 36 hours to move

'Ton the Nashville area to Hurfreestoro. Sears' brigade was placed

QI'n reserve, wnile Palmer's brigade was ordered to fortify the

ommanding hill soath of the +ilkinson pike and west of Fortress

1 I.cw'.:ecmns. Palmer's troops spent the night of the 6th throwing up

treastiorks,

To tignten his grasp on the approaches to Murfreassboro,

Forrogt decided to expand the gccze of the activities of his
munbed arm.  Hoss' Texss bricide was given the &ll tut impossible

i

i

!

ask of patreling the 12 miles of countrysids between the Salem

and woodbury pikes., General Rogs found this to be a very severs
ssignzeat for his wwder strength command, 5

faring the night, forrest decided that the effactiveness R

f hila nlockade of Toriress Rosecrans might be increased if he ﬁ
nilted Bate's division farther to the right. Forrest addressed a :
et of instructions to Bate, calculated to implement this decision.®
At daybreuak on the 7th, Bato assembled his thres brigades.,
i Kier starting his wogon train for the Salex pike, Date ordered

pls mer to take up the march., In accordance with Forrest's orders,

'
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{ 3ate planned to place his division on the x;ight of Palmer's ®rigade, ’ M}
loving southward along a country lane, Bate's greyclads soon ?5%‘,?‘ K
el
eached the wilkinson pike. Following the daparture of Bata's “Ezé‘ 3
Py Gk
; ivision, General Sears' Hississippians were called up from the : j %f'i:l, ’
'eserve and occupied the rifle pits flanking the MNashville pike. 6 ' fii::s
é Lefore -ute's tissgo were atble 1o tuke ~oglition on j;?ﬁ
j 24
I’s\l-ter's right, the tactical situation had changed drastically. H{E “,'
: Tarrest had established his command post with Palwner's brigade. g;ﬂ; ;;
l’iu.'« -enarul soon obgerved thai there was a flurry of activity EJ E *,J
] bl
'ehlnd ihe Union lines. A strong Unlon coluan  cumpdsed of infantry, - j;!! !% ‘
) I A
1 cavalry., and artillery uas seen to eaerge from Foriress Rosecrans. | ‘h‘
* |
: Ii-'.hn':’-t-s'-'.- satched closelr a3 the tluescoats maved into Hurfressporo, ’jib
. 1
Tucre they veered into the Salua vike, Satisfied that the Yankees {gmj a
lwere intent on turning his right, Forrest at first toyed with a : _ ;ni 2
: . il e
ldaring plan, Hds alerted Hate and Palmer to hold thelr troops .j : .
{ ready to drive against Fortress Roszcrans. Put upon mature ﬁ{ {7
3 ki 8
ilccrzsidnratlo.n, Forrest dacided that this was too risky. "de. 12 ‘ t
§ )
1 tiwcefore declded to ses if he eould entice the Unlon column . @,t l |
;‘l(.\.'-a . - QP : ‘ 2 h e . \ )‘,f f '.
1M htch was now crossing Stones B.iv_er) to its destruction. Forrest 13 .‘rf“:.
4 T
pluiawed to see if he couid draw tus Federals far =nough awny from %‘“'(4
;i their stronehald to allow him to throw Buford's and Armstrong's §1t$ {
f! cavalrymen batuesn them ard their base, Caught between his 'éﬁgfﬁ
: ) A

lentry and eavilrey, Forrest reagoned, tha Unlon column would
) J , ’ >
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face certain destruction, 7

Forrest placed General Bate in charge of all his Y§ ;f
i
infantry., Quickly asseambling his command, Eate marched westiard ;;’;E

along the Wilkinson pike, rorrest accompanied the infantry coluamn, e

Az the vanguard approached Overall Creei, rorrest told Date to

agploy his troops. ‘Working under Forrest's gerscnal supervistion,

Zate established uis main line of resistance, south of and

e

»arallel with the pike., Three brigades (Sesrs', Paluer's, amd
i L &

PR o L . il _ .

ii";
Lash's) held the 1line, The rignt flank of Se=ara' unit rested near 5;%?;
the creex, Jackson's and Srnith's Lrigades were held in ressrve and fiﬁy
posted morth of the pike., To strengthen their position, the | L; &;'!
Carledzraie foot-soldiers comvanced to throw u¢n logs and rail fisid i‘{d;‘wi
fsrtifications. “the artillery was erplaced along the line at . %gqﬁ Zgﬁ'
various strategic points, & - %u!, 4
At daybeeak on Lie morning of the 7th, the Union ?g».',};
sentinels observed that the lonfederate infantry (Palmer's brigade) g} ?ig

PERRVERE S
s s et
Pt
=)

had cccupied and fortified the ccamanding kncll south of the

' wiikingon pike. this imsoriont news was immedialely comnunicated o _
3T i
Iy t i ‘_
{ to Rousseau. Trairing his glasses on th» hill, Rousseau quickly i ; f
| . ‘ﬁ‘ ! X
! b E

veriiied the seouts' reports. =Rousseau was very famillar with the q > R

4 area; it was o little sontiy of tne polnt where Brigadier General

PRI 115
. N o 1 ?
James S. Hegley had formad his division on the movning of December : g i;
A 3 ~ S - P Tl N .71.)
31, 1882, orior to the Confedcerste onslaught which onened the {;L it K
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battle of Stones River. 9

when the general focused his glasses on the rifle pits
flankinz the Nashville pike, he noticed that they were not as

gtrorzly held as on the »revious day. Rousseau was troubled by

+nis discovery., Ho wnnderad wnal had haprenad to the regt of the

Confederate infantry. To find cut where Forrest's main force was,

Rousseau decided to undertake a reconnaissance in force. The
geheral decided to give the depeﬁdable General Xilroy the task of
finding the Rebsls. Milroy was placed in charge of a strong task

10
force and directed to feel for the fos.

Milroy, following the receint of his marching orders,
quickly ana efficiantly organized his striking force into two
brigades., ‘The 8th Minnesota, the 61lst Illinods, and the 174th and
181st Qhio would‘constitute the 1st brigade; the 177th and 17€th
Ohio, and the 12th Indaiana Cavalry (dismounted), were assigned to

the Zd brigude, Colonel HMinor T. Thomas of the £th Minnescta led

the lat brigade; Colonel Edward Amderson of the 1Zth Indiana

headed the 2d brigade. A sixegun battery (four pleces manned by

the 13th New York Battery and a section by the 1Zth Hattery, Ohlo

ight Artillery) was attached to Thomas' comnznd. The artillerists

uere comaanded by Captain Henry Bundy of the 13th liew York Dattery.

A dstacnment from the 5th Tennessee Cavairy (Union) was also slated




to accomparny -illroy., The Tennesseeans, who wonld be used for

scouting ourposes, would report directly to°the general, All told,
Milroy's task force mustered 3,325 strong when it took the field, 11
tfter the men had drawn their stipulated ammunition and
rations, tney were Pformed and mustered, At a word froa {ilroy, the
unitz woved out e~ Thomas' brigade in front,.Anderson's tringing
up the rear, As the head of the coiumn tramped out of Fortress
R&secrans, Ailroy glanced at nis watch; the time was 16 &, m. To
screen his advancs, ilrcy had the troopers froa the 5th Tennessee
Cavalry (Unicn) take the lead. wWhen thz vanguard feached
Furfreesboro, Milrey turned his task force into the Jalem pike,
Tae Fede;:ks sacn pasted throuzh Rovesesu's advance pleket line,
4 short distance beyord, the Tennessesans were fired on by several
of Ross' vedettes, Patrols from Ross' Texzs brigade were watching
the Szlem piks to within one-~half mile of tiie Unlon outposts,
Mter a brief ciash, the Southerners Troke contact and fell back
toward Stones River., 12
Kot wishing to take sny chances with a Confederate
ambgsh. Milroy reinforced his sdvance guard with a detachment fioa

tha £1lst Tllinois. Deploying ss skiraishers, the Illlinclsans moved

.10 the Tenneseesans' asslstance. Pressing rapidly ahead, nard on

the vetresating Hebals' heels, the head of ¥ilroy's columun socn

reached the bridge across Stonss iver,
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By this tims, the Texans had assembled a force which

illroy estimated to numbsr about 3GC, to dispute the bluecoats!

advance, <ithout a roucent's hesitation, ZAlroy called for

artillery supgont. Captain Sundy responded immediately. Auid a

clatier nf hoof's, a ssetisn of guns mznned by the canroneers of

e bouncing up the pige, -heeling

their zuns into battery, tne artillerists began to hammer the

Tex2ns =itn shot ang shell, 7This bembardment quickly scatterad

the fzbal rorsenan, Jilroy ther led ais troops across the bridge,

Advareing toward Sale tae Yankees reached [ir. Spence's "fine

. . 1
residence”, which was tour wmiles from Hurfreesboro, 3

Hllroy halted his eoluan “hile he questioned thg rences.,

wpenss vroved to ha very talkativs., She told the general

that General Jackson was at Salem with Armstrong's Mississipoi

Cavalry Brigade. (3aleu was avout two miles west of the Spences!

house, ) Mrs, Spence reported that "Generals Forrest and Bata,

with a luirga fores of infantry, artillery, and cavalry®", were

ested wlong thas sLIKinssn pike abeut three miles west of Fortresy
fogecrans, Instead cf Srostrong, the aggressive iilroy determined

to attack Forrest and Bate, i

°

Eafore ™Ving against Forrest, “i1roy had one more item

he would ks to attend to. He had dlearned that “r. Spence owned




"a drove of sixty fine, fat hogs". The general kXnew that if he
did not secure the porkers, they would surely fall into the
iebels' hands. A company was detached and given the mission of
drivirnz the hogs to Fortress Rosecrans. This company successfully
carriad ~ut ite assignment, and the pies werc-turned over to the
coamissary departient, 15

Leaving Spence's, Milroy ied his task force northuard
along 2 country lare., Galning the Franklio road, the federal
colwsn moved 4estward a short distance, At the junction of th
Franklin road and Grisham lane, the Yanitees turned to the right,
Since tiie Wilkinson pike was only a mile and oneehalf to hias front,
Jilrov bolistered his advnnece gaird with the remsinder of the 6lst
I1linois. For the Lirst alle, tane Union advance uo Urishaa lane
was urcventful. Yhen the skirmishers from the €lst Illinois
togred the rise nasr the Srishaw house, they were fired on by tho

Confederate pickets, Ueneral Bate had covered his main line of

f’?gsistancs with a strong lins of outposts,

Jllrey made a basty veconnaissencs. He was unzble,
nowever, o learn very much regarding the Counfederates! digpogltiong
Thare was a large cottoa field extending from his position mnortiaward

P

o 8

as far as the villdinson pike, This field wasg bounded on the east
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by Orisham lane., The Retels, Milroy reasoned, had-probably

established their main line of resistance in the timber flanking

tho Jilkinson pike. Inside of a few minutes, 2 six-gun battery

emplaced in the edge of tne ucod to the Federals' front opened

NPT RN,

fire, Milroy's suspicions concerning the Confederates' desloyrent

were coafirmed,

Having found the Rebels, kilroy hastened to form his

task force. He issued instructions for Thomas and Anderson to

deploy tneir btrigades, Thomas' tmoops took position along the

crest of the ridge., The €lst Illinois, supported by detachments

from the other regiwents of Thouas' ccmmand, was thrown out as

skirmizhere and advancad into Lhe cotton fizld., Colorel Andarson's
1zade was posted behind ‘homas', Anderson's three reglrents

were massed in columms by vattalions. Four of Captain Bundy's

oans (one section from the i}ch New York, the other from the 12th

Ohic) were drought to the front and placed in battery. Alwost as

,Boun as the trails steuck the ground, the Union artillerists
| 17

started to rerurn the Confederates' fire,
Yilroy's bluscoats had arrived on ihe CGrisham house -

ridgs, - while the Cont'zderates were tusy tnrowling up rail and log

treastworks. & shout from the plekets sent the greyclad infantry P it e




serambling into thair field fortifications. Racing to their pleces,

the Confederate artillerlists loaded their pleces. At a word from ?h; &
18 RN

the battery ccmmarders, the gun captain pulled the lanyards.

A fierce srtillery duel ensued. A number of projectiles ' T‘

€z

yas massed, Tals regiment had never before been under fire, J3oth ;%

Frm the Confederate ;uns linded in the sector where the 177th Ohlo }
tha regiiental officers =nd the mempbers of Colonel Anderson's staff i i
tried to keep thae wen in colwm, Anderson realized that the combat E
: crfictency of the reginent might be permanently jeopardized if the : .

soldiers broke for the rear, He therefore directed Colonel Arthur
T, Wilcox to have nis men lie down. Throwing themselves on the *

l5

groung, the Ohlnans nugyoed the earth while the shells burct about

the, Solonel Andsrson recalled, "I was gzlad, in occupying a3 A

19 ' A

b

i
rosition where I could watceh the regiment, to notice that none _ ; 4 g
r

sppeared to flinch under this heavy £irs ...

In an =ifert to pick off the Confeuera.e cannoneers, the
Uniorn skirmishers worked their wasy closer tc the Wilkinsen pilke, 11 .
RBefors the Lnlon sharpshocters cculd make their presence felt, the 31 A
5
Union cannone gars esnfrented Yy an ammunition shortage, Waem 'g:
they had :arensd out of Toptress Rosecrans, the artillerists left
thelr gaissons Bonind., Gne liuvers contained only S0 rounds to f‘b

the piece, Aftsr about 30 minutes of rapid firing, the section ' Hi ; _f

o .3--‘ s-‘ 7 wvn—».w-vs e, "}};"3”’%" iy y :‘?ﬂuxm:wvw




leaders informed Captain Bundy that tney had almost exhausted
their supply of ammnition. Bundy quickly relayed these evil
tidings to the geqeral. 20

Milroy ordered the two sections which were engaged to-
congerve their few. reraining rounds, This decision was made with
great regret on the general's part. So far, the Confederatés had
besn content to hold their ground, The shelling had failed to
goad them into making a rash attack on Milroy's task force.
Furthermore, Hilroy had been unsuccessful.in his efforts to
ascartuin the Rebels' strength, If he'wére to carry out his forced
reconnalssance, he would have to engags the Confederates with his
1nfant:7. But the general nbserved the left flank of Bate's Pattle
line was as near Sertress Hosecrans aa his right. \dlroy decidéd
1t would ot Le Yprudent” to send his infantry to the attack,
unless Fortress Rosecrans was in his rear, Then, in case of a
regpulse, the bluecoats would fall back upon that etronghold.‘zl

The genersl withdrew his soldiers a short distance down
Crisham lans, 485 scon aé-they nad passed out of the Confederates!
sight, Milroy had them move by the right flark in a northeasterly
cdirection., Screensd by the configuration of the terrain (an
intervening ridge) and tﬁe cadars, the bluecoats struck the
#1lkinson pike, a2 considerable distanca beyond the Rebels' left

flank.

. !
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Woving swiftly, liilroy formed his two brigades astride ’ k"ﬁ
the pike. Colonel. Thomas' trigade constituted the first line, ;7;
Colonzl anderson's the second. The 6lst Illinois was dspioyed as ﬁ‘
skirmishers and thrown forward to cover-Thomas’ battle lire, _ Hilin
nce the artlillerists had vexhaustcd their ammuniticn, Milroy 5{

ordered tnam to return to Fortress Rosecrans to relill tneir

2 ,
limbers. 22 - ; ; rﬁ

Waen the Yankees fell back, Forrest felt thst they vere J
regrouping their forces prevaratory tn resuming the attack., Forrest d

therefore directed Bate to call up his reserves. Pringing Jackson's . ¥

, t
and Smith's brigades to the front, Bate used them to zrolong his g‘ d
' ) . ’ } I f !
wain line of resistasce to the cast, 7The Rebel scoutz2 soon sent l
&
Yy
i

|

in werd that "the Unionists were rotiring upon Yortress Hosecrans, l%ﬂ 3
Late shif?ed Sazrs' brigade Trom hls richt to the left, Sears' f
¥Yiszissippians took position on Smith's left. To protect his . & 1y
expaged flank, Sears refused it.slightly.

lmozt v2fore Sears had completed his dizpositions, the | .'  h d_\ :
Hetsls were dismaysd to learn that Hilroy had re-formed his command , %E %-
astrides tho ¥ilkinson pike. Tc make matters worse, =ost of the’ gy

Sonfedarates had decided that the Yankees had had emough and ware ¢

retiring into lortress Fosecrans., The new Union battle line was

o
a
s
'

at right angles to Bate's main line of resistance. 7o escape ) : : A f‘"g




beinz taken in the flank and rolled up liks a carpet, the napals jxé '

would have to atandon the protection afforded by thelr field T

[ fortificutions. ' T !;,

leacting to this dangerous sitnation with his customary ' ‘ ﬂ'

]
alacclty, Forrest ordersd Bate to withdraw his troovs from the A

dere, the greyclad

f oresateorks amd thro them acress the nike,

'f
“gnfantry would he nagsed to oppose the Federals' advance. At tiis 4
[

sne oncomlng Union line was hidden by cecdars, DBate, ﬂ
}

time, most of

Acting on Bate's orders, Sears' 1

for ore, misjudged its extent.

and Jackson's troops moved too far to the left, lash's and Palmor's

brigadss shifted to the left and cczupied the breastworks vacated
ty Swars' dssissipplans and Jackson's Georgians. Smith's brigade I,:;
took positica astride tne Zilkinson pike. There wJas a gap of , V';
between 75 and 100 yards betwesn Saitn's rignt and lLash's left. 1
¥y the time tuab Sudti nad completed his hurried

dispositions, the bluscoats had closed to within 200 yards. | z
Already, the siiruishers [rom the &lst Illinois had driven in the |
greyclad outpasis. Eate now realized that Jackson and Sears had
moved too far *o tne left, Hea sent Major Arthur Shaaff.of his -

I staff to overtake these two units. Shaaff was to recall these two f ij
trigades and corduct them into pozition cn the left of Smith's t
beigads. BRefore Smdﬁ‘coula carry out his mission, the bluecoats ' ‘ ) 9
3 i

' \ ' . : ' 23 .
Lad launched an all-out uszault on 2ate's three other trigades, 3 . ‘)
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while the soldiers were taking position, Forrest rode
along the line., To calnm the men, he addressed them in encouraring
words, Captain P. d. Coleman of the lst Florida Infantry recalled:

General Forrest rode to where my commany
was in position and saild ty way of
encourzgesent to us: FIan, 11 T a3k of youn
is o nolad tne eneqy Laos for fiftesn simutes,
which will ¢ive =3 sulficient tize to gain
their rear witn my cavalﬁy. and I will capture
the last one of them." %

Ag soon as Thomas had comnleted his disrcsitions, Hilrey
waved him to the attack. Screened by the skirmishers from the €1st
Illinocis, Thomas' batile line swept forward, FPressing ahead, the
bluecoats vworked their wiy thrcugh the underbrush, cedars, aad
limestone outersoping  whicn tounded the pike, +illroy's skirmisners
soon established contact with the mounted patrols which guarded the
approaches to Bate's exposed left flaniz. The Illinvisans opened
iire. ifter getting off a few ineffectual rounds, the horsomen
teat a hurried retreat,

Shortly fhereafter. the advancing Yankees encountered
Zatels outposts, ‘hese pickeha. houwever, were unable to check,
much.less stop, the powerful Unlon drive. Consequently, the
Federals contimued to furgs rapidly ahead, sweeping the groyclads

tefore them. Py the time his ¢ommand had advanced seversl hundred

'

»

yards, Colonel Thomas observed that a nossibly dangerous interval pad




orered in his skirmisn line. He therefére halted his brigade for
a few minutes, In accordance with Thomas' instructicns, the
clonel of the 181st Chio denloyed and threw forward two of his
conpanies,

As snon as the Ohicans had plugged the gap, the tlaseoats
resuined the advance Bn the deouble. General tiiroy proudly recalied,
"my skirmigh line advanced rapidly, bravely, and in splendid order,
considering ths naturce of the ground, driving the rebels before
thea', ter having pushed forward zbout a mile, Thomas' trcops
emerged into a cotton field, In the edge »f the tiaker on the 6ther
side of the fieid, they could clearly distinguish Ea;e's battle
line,

Toe Southerners were partially covered by the cedars and
the dense underbrush. At the moment, the buttermits were busy
trPawing up field ivrtifications. First, the Rebel artillery and

then the infantry ogened on the bluecoats, Since ¥ilroy had sent

his artlil

=~

erists to rfortress Rosecrans te refill their liubers,

I he had no guns with thich to soften up the Zoutherners' position.

Several erashlng voileys from Ratels infantry caused the Unlon

sklrmishers to falter, Talling back, they fell in on the flanks

of Thomas! nttle lire, Urdaunted, Thomas! brigade continued to
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press ahead in "good oréer'. Réaching the e¢enter of }he field,
Thomas halted his soldiers. Coalng to thé rsady, the bluecoats
sent a woll-almed volley crashing into the Confederates' ranks,
For the next ten to fiftesn minutes, the opposing battle lines

25

blazed/away at each other.
—_

Colonel Anderson's brigade experienced considerable

difficulty in keeping pace with Thomas' tattle line, Between then,

the limestone outcroppings and underbrush gave Anderson's troops a
difficult time., To expedite his march, Anderson was cozpelled to
alter his formation. Ffrom line of battls, Aﬁderson redeployed his
regiments into columns bty companies. In addition, Anderson's
soldiers raceived some attention from the Confederate artillerists,
Approaching the cotton ficld where Thomas' troops were engaged in
their deadly contest with Bate's infantry, Anderson_re—formed his
brigade into line of battle, The 177th Ohio was on the right, the
i2th Indiana Cavalry (dismounted) in the center, and the 178th
Chio on tne left, ?6

Once he saw that Anderson's brigade was within easy
supporting distance, General Milroy ordered Thomas to charge the
Confederates,., Theoaas led his men forward. Thomas' battle iine
fought its Wiy cut of the cotton field and into the edge of the

~ weods, Milroy now observed that a strnhg force of Confederates .
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(Ssars' Miselssippians ard Jacksen's Georgians) were advancing to
turn his right flanx. 7o couater this threat, Milroy had Colonel
Anderson rush the 177th Chio th the front., Colon=l Wilcox deployed
his regiment at right anzles to Thomas' battle line; tne left flank
of the 177th Chio rested on ths right of the 8th liinnesota,
Skirmishers were advanced and +4ilcox's troops grimly waited for
Sears’ and Jackson's butternuts.to attack,

Ipmediately thereaiter, iilroy comaitted anothar one of
Anderson's regiments, The general personally conducted the 178th
Ohic to the front. He used thils regiment to prolong Thomas' battle
1ine to the left, Aaderson'’s remaining regimant, the 12th Indiana
Cavulry (JUiswounted), was used to bolster Thomas' right, 7

In ths meantime, the fighting in the edge of the woods
hag cortinuwed to rage. During the shor: time that it lasted,
nilroy repcrted, "the roar and fire of musketry was like the
thunder of a volecano, and the line wavered as 1Lf moving againat a
mirricane®. lillroy was afraid that his soldiers werz absut to
zlve way. Since the 1?Sth Onic on the left of the line was not
neavily engeged, Milroy sent an alde t» ordsr Colonsl Joab A,
Stafford te =hift nis unit to the°right. At the same time, the

L°th Indiana Cavalry {(dismounted) was directed to advance to

1




general "took it upon himself to resent personally their shameful

Thomas' assistance., Milroy planned to use these two comparatively
fresh regiments to relieve Thomas' bluecoats, who had heretofore
borne tha brunt of the fighting. 28

“hen they saw the reinforcements moving to their support,

Thomas' soldiers made a final surge. Letting loose with a terridle

battle cry, they "darted over the enexmy's works". Cn thne right,
the soldiers of Companies C and ¥, 8th Minnesota blazed away at

the 5th Company, Washington ‘wtiller:. -A mumber of the

[ouisianians' horsgses had been killed cor wounded., +«hen the cannoneers

sougnt to lead up additional horses to withdraw thelr guns, they
were likewise cut down, In the end, the canroneers succeeded in
saving one of thelr three guns, tne others had fo be agbandoned.
But as the fortunes of war would have it, soldiers from the 1l74th
Ohio reached the twe l2-pounder Napolsons first and claimed their

captive., Unubie to stop this Union sweep, Palmer's and lash's

infantry took to their hesls. The right flank and center of Bate's

main iine of resistance had veen hopelessly shatiered. 23

Seizing a stand of colors, Forrest tried to rally tne
two broken brigades. The frightened soldiers, howe#er, refused to
ilsten either Forrest's entreaties or his appeals to their

patriotism, Wild with fury, at the infantrymen's behavior, the
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conduct®, 30 -

An artillerist in the Columbus Ceorgia Artiliery, W. A,

Calloway, wrote of Forrest's efforts to halt the spresding pgpanic.

The cannonser recalled:

I was a5 eye-witness to an interesting
incident of this fight at Hurfreestorsuin.
During the stampede or retreat, which almost
amounted to a panigc, Forrest rode in among Lhe
infantry, ordering tne men to rally, and doing
all in his power to stop the retreat. He rcde
up ard down the lLines, shouting, "ially, wet e= ;
for God's saia, rally!" The canic stricken
soldiers, however, paid no heed to the genercl,
flushing towards a color-bezver Wwno was rannicy
for dezr 1ife, he ordzred him to halt., Failing
to have his commanc obeyed, he drew his pistsl
and shot itnhe retreating soldiér doun,
Lismountiny, Forrest took the colors,
remounted nis horss, wrd, riding in {ront of
tne soldiers, waved tas colors at thaen and
finally suecseeded in rallying them to their

guty. -~

¥y this tims, hewever, Palmer's and lash's brigades had fled

-

.

aeross Overall Creek. Hers, they were joined by Sears'

an
iitgsissipsians. 7°

Placing himsslf at the head of Smith's and Jzozson's

origzades, Jereral Bate prepared to ecunteratiack, Eate was

ropeful that a sudden onslaught delivered agalnst ths »ight flank

nf liilroy'e battle line might ceheck the Unlen breaktarzzgh., By

ths time that Major Shzalf had placed Jackson's Georgians on

W
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Smith's left, it was too late for a counterthrust to save the day,
One look told Pate that Lash's and Palmer's troops, }or the time
being at least, had lost their will to fight. To make matters
worse, Sears' lMississippians disappeared., (The Mississippians,
Instead of taiking position on Jackson's left, had retired to the
west side f Overall Creex.) Canceling his ordecs for an advance,
Bate prepared to fight a delsying action to cover the retreat of
113 coarsdes. As soon as the bluecoats had occupled the
traastuorics abondened oy Lash's and Paleer's buttermuts, Zate
proczeds o radeploy Jackson's and Smita's trigades, The troops
w“eraq posicd in linz of battle in tine cedars north of amnd parallel
to the silklnoon pike., In case the Faderals tried to exploit
their suciesg Ly sweeping down the piks, Bate would be able to
taike them in the ilank, -7 -

iIn the mecantiso, rorrest had sent one of his staff
officers, iajor Joha P, Strange, %o contact General Jackson,
Strange, in accordance with Jorrest's orders, told Jackson that
Peverything dape;ded" en inz cavalry. “eacting with his customary
vigor, Jackvon rushed Arustrong's Hississippi brigade to the

B

iodantry s assistanca.
3y the tlme Armstrong's trocpers approached the Wilkinson

plke, Milroyle bluecoats were feelirg ‘their way toward Cverall

21
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Cresk., In the mopping up operations which followed the collapse

of Lash's and Palmer’s brigades, the Federals captured 197
prisoners and a stand of colors. Except for the harassing fire

of a battery emplaced north of the pike, the bluecoats encountered
Within a short time,

1ittle difficulty as they drove ahead,

Ailroy's vanguard reached the Jidow Sulth's house,
Colonel Thomas now aprproached Milroy and told the
genaral that several of his regiments hAd exhausted their
armmonition. Milroy accordingly halted his command. The troops
wore Lo replenish their cartridge-boxes from an ordnance wagon
which had Jjust overtaken the qommand. In addition, the Federals
were cheered bty the return of the battery. The gunners had
rofilled their limbers. 35

Pending tne resusiption of the advance, Milroy learned
that a strong force of Confederate Cavalry (Armsfrong's) was
roving against his left, Colonel Jones, whose 174th Ohio was
sosted on the left, qhickly formed his troops in the edge of a
czdar thicket with an open field to their front., Here, Jones was
Joinad. by two other regiments, Before the Rebel troopers could
close with Jones' bluecoats, Captain Bundy shouted for his

cannoneers to unlimter their pleces, Placing their six plecses in

°




battery, the artillerists raked Armstrong's oncoming horsemen with

shot and shell. Unatle to breast this fire, the Mississippl

%6

Just as Milroy was getting ready to

cavalrymen fell back.
exploit this success,

a staff officsr galloped up and handed him an urgent commmuanication

fros Ceneral Rousseau, Glancing at the messagas, Xilroy learned

that a "large rebel infantry force" was approaching from tne morth,

Rousseau accordingly wanted Milroy to return to Fortreas Rosecrans

at his earliast opportunity. culckly re-forming his column on the

pike, Hilroy atarted for the fortress. Covered by the 1Zth Indiana

Cavalry (dismounted), ¥ilroy witndrew his troops "in as good order

as it LEhey wergY cowing from an afternocon drill®. By 6 p. m.,

the iroops were back at Fortress iwsecrans. After the general had

tharked them, the txoopa were dismissed and permittsd to return to

37

tneir quarters.
Geéneral Buford's cavalry division had been responsible
for the recull of Milroy's victorious legions. Luring the

afternocn, Fuford's troopers had gweopt down the Lebanon pike.

Driving in the Union outposts, Buford's dismounted greyclads fought

their way into Marfreesboro from the north. Unable to contain

Puford!s advance, the garrison took cover in the brick btuildings




surrcunding “he square, To drive the Yanxees from their strong

PN oL

I points, Buford brought up Captain Mcrton's artillery. Unlimbering

their six yuns, the Tenneesee cannoneers began to hammer these

improvised forts to pleces,
A3 socon as General Rousseau learned of Buford's attack,

e sent a meaber of nis staff to recall !dlroy's column., Next,
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the general prepared to march to the relief of the Murfreesboro
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garrison. Accompanied by a regiment of infantry and a sectlion of i'{g‘l 5‘1
artillery, Rouzseau rode out of Fortress Rosecrans. ~Proceeding to ?{;
1 mrfreeshboro, doussesu's column launched a vigorous counterattack. |
{ yithin a few mimites, Rousseau's Yankees had bested the dismounted
{snfederates, Leaving a number of dead and prisoners bahind,
Eufcrd‘a greyclads witndvew up the lebanon pike. The ¥Federals,
§ satisfied wita their suceess, failed Lo make an effective pursuit, 38
IJ At the tine of foussemu's thrust, four of Morton's guns ! i
1.ere unlimbered below the old academy and two above. The : I %ut
IYA sharpsncoting Federals quickly cut down tlie teams which were used
o pull the two upper guns and their caissons. Galloping to this : i
I position, Captain Morton shouted for the artillerists to strip the i
jtorness frowm the dead animals and throw it onto the caissons and ? it
I".im‘oera. kssisted by several of the dismounted cavalrymen, the 5 g
I jfinners marhandled the pleces down the Woodbury pike. About one- | ) gjf
- halt mi}e east of “urfreesboro at Major Sparké' residence, the | . - 8 i
' E 5
l “ 24 £ : i
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s froz the savalry.

39

Confederate cannoneers were able to secure horse
These, they eagerly hitched to the guns and caissons.,
Shortly after #ilroy's column had fallen back, General
RBato recelved an order from Forrest to join nim. Accompanied by
Jazckson's and Smith's brigades, Bate recrossed QOverall Creek about
suivicvm. ©On the west side of the stream, rats found lash's,
Palmer's, and Sears' trigades. He had not seen these units since

the Unlon breakthrough. A4s soon as the last of the infantry had

crossed the creek, Forrest directed Bate to sroceed to Stewartsboro,

%ith 3mith's brigade bringing up the rear, the infantry returned
to the Nashville pike. It was almost nidnight when the infantry
erosaed Stewarts Creeck and went into camp, Armstrong's brigade,
with wﬁlch ?orrest spent the night, picketed the Overall Cresai

crossings. 40

In the batile of the Cedars, as the enzagement of the
7th was designated, the Federals reported their losses as 22
willed and 190 wounded., Of these, Thomas' brigade lost a great
wajority, 21 dead dnd 167 injured. General Bate listed his
casualties as 19 killed, 73 wounded, and 122 missing. The
Confederate cavalry leaders failed to make a report of their

loases in theobattle. 41

On tae 7th, Colonel B, #. Hill's mounted inlantry made

Py~

ST S TS TR e Sy e T
‘ .




another attempt to talk the defenders of Blockhouse No. 7 lnto

surrendering. A truce party again approached the stockade. The

Confederate spokesman gave Licutenant Glosser “ten miputes to
surrender or be ourned with Greek fire, etc." Despite Glosser's
rejectior of their de.‘aands, the Retels made no effort to ecarry out
their threat. Instead, they closely blockaded the approaches to

the blockhouse, hoping to wear down the bluecoats' will to resist. 42
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THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

Notes - Chapter VI

The Battle of the Cedars

1 2. R., Series I, Vol, XLV, pt. I, 745, 755; Wyeth, Life of

Genaral N. 3. Forrest, 550. vuring the battle of Stones River,

“which had oceurred almost two years before, there had been heavy

fighting in this sector.

2 Ibid.; Atlas to Acgompany the Official fecords of the Union and
Corfederate Armies, Plate CIII, Fig. 3. In the skirmishing which

accompanied the advance on rortress Rosecrans, the 4th Georgia
Sharpshooter Battalion suffered 16 casualties. The btreastworks
thrown up by Bate's greyclads were about three-quarters of a mile
northwest of Fortress Rosecrans, |
3 Q. R., Series I, Vol, XLV, pt. I, 755; Wyeth, life of General
B. B. Forrest, 550.
4 0. R., Serizs I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 755.

Ihid., 771.
- Ihid., 74€. This lane is now known as Van Cleve's Lane.
Ibid., 746, 755; Wyeth, Life of General H. B. Forrest, 550.
Q. R, Series I, Vol. XV, pt. I, 746, Since Colonel Bullock's
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wounds had rendered him unfit for duty, Hajor Jacob A, lash had

assumed command of the Florida brigade. 'lash's brigade held the

left cf Bate's main line of resistance.

9 _Ixid., 613.

10

his

Tvid., 612, 617. liilroy was pleased by this assignment, 1In

"After Action Report', he pointed out;

*1 avall myself of

this opportunity to tender to ... /General Rousseay/ my most

grateful ackrowledgments for his kindness.in affording me the two

late opportunities of wiping out to some extent the foul and

rortifylng stigma of a most infamously unjust arrest, by which I

have for near eighteen months been thrown out of the ring of

active, Kenorsble, and desirable service."

i1

Ipid., 617, €27, 629,

The guns manned by the cannoneers from

the 12th Ohio Battery were a 12-pounder howitzer and a 6-pounder

smoothbora,

12 Inid., 610, 617,
13 Iuvid., 617.

W Inid.

1s Inid.

16 Ibid,

17

Ihid., 61C, 617, 619.

°

From left to right, Thomas' brigade was




formed:

in the middle, and the 12th Indiana Cavalry (dismounted) on the

' Colonel Anderson had the 178th Ohio on the left, the 177th Ohio

right.

18
19

20

to left, the 8th Minnesota, the 181st Ohio, and the 174th Ohilo,
The Wilkinson pike separated the left flank of the 8th Minnesota
fror the right fiank of the 181lst Chio. Colonel Anderson placed
the 177th Ohio on the right, the 12th Indiana Cavalry (dismounted)

in the caenter, and the 178th Chio on the left,

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Ibid.,
Ibid.,
ibid.,
Ibid.,

ibid.,

the 174th Ohio, the 181lst Ohio, and the 8th linnesota.

746,
610.
617, 619.
€17.

617-618, 625, Thomas deployed his brigade from right

THE,

[ife of General N. B, Forrest, 551.

Series I, Vol. XLV, pt, I, 618-619, 623, 626-627.

611, 628-629.

11, 618-620, 628-629.
618, '
6.

ii1
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30 Ibid., 755; Wyeth, Life of Comeral N. B. Forrest, 5s2.
31 Wyeth, Life of General N. B. Forrest, 552. °
22 2. R+, Series I, Vol, XLV, pt. I, 746.

33 Icid,

b Idid., 755.

35 Itid., 618, 620, €25. The captured stand of colors belonged
to the 1st and 2d Florida (Consolidated) Infantry.

36 Inid., €18, 62¢, 625, 755.

37 1itid., 611, 613, 4z0.

3B Iuid., 613-615; wyetn, W2 of General N. B. Forrest, 553.
Rousseau reported that his men captured 25 Confecerates, at a cost
Lo themselves of one man wounded,

3§ John 4, Morton, The fxtillery of Nathan Bedford Forrest's
Cavalry, (Mashville, 1909), 281-282.

40 0. R., Series I, Yol. XV, pt. I, 747, 755.

41 Ibid., 611, 620, 747, General Rousseau claimed that ilroy's
taek force captured 2¢7 Prisoners, including 18 ccmmissioned
cificers, in the battle,

L2 ;g;ﬁ., 635, The threat to burn out the Federals with Gresk

fire was made in General Forrest's name.
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THE RISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

Chapter VII

Forrest Tries to Squeeze the Yankess Out of Fortress Rosecrans

General Late's soldiers were put back to work tearing up
the railroad on the 8th., The unseasonably wara weather which had
prevailed since the Confederates had re-entexred Tennescee now
changed, It siarted to snow and the ground froze, Consequently,
the snivering demolition teaws did not make such progress. To
make matiers worse, many of the men ha& worn out their shoes and

wers Dbarefooted. In an effort to 3olve this protlem, Pate had his

. chief guartermaster impress every pair of shoes he could find in

the local stores. Furthermore, many of the civilians willingly
donated their extra snoes ic the suffering soldiers. 1In spite of

these stringent measures, Pata was only partially able to supply

his m2nts demands for footwear. Ths barns and storehouszes in this

portion of Rutherford County, however, were overf{lowing. from
these, the Confederates wers able to draw a "superaturdance of

rations”,

3

In the meantime, General Hood had learned of Forrest's

defeat in the battle of the Cedars. Hood.now decided to adopt a .




new course of action. Instead of attacking the Union fortifications,
Forrest was to try to squeeze Rousseau out of Fortress Rosecrans.
On the afternoon of the 8th, Hood sent his cavalry leader a message
directing him to drive in the Union outpecsts. At the same time,
Forrest was to leave the Qay open for the Federals to retire
-”toward/iabanon or any other direction they may choese®, 2

Earlier in the day, Hood had ordered Colonel Charles H,
Olmstead's btrigade to report to Forrest. .01mstead(s Georgians had‘
bean employed in throwing up a second line of breastworks in front
of the Nashville perimeter, a short dlstance east of the
Nolensviile pike. Following the receipt of this order, Olmstead
prozptly rut his Geofgians on the road., HM¥arching via the
Nashville-Murfreesboro pike, Olmstead's troops reached
Stewartsboro at nightfall and camped. 3

Late on the afternoon of the 8th, Hood had some second
thoughts on the Murfreesboro situation.' In view of the bad
showing mode by the infantry on the previous afternoon, the
general determined to recall Date's division and Sears' brigade.
When he notified Forrest of this decision, the general announcéa
that the cavalry leader uoﬁld retain Olmstead's and Palmer's
infantry and whatever artillery he deemed necessary. As soon as

Bate's column had rejoined the army before Nashville, Hood




promised to send Forrest "another division of infantiry, one of the
best in the army”. 4

During the nizht, Hood changed his mind. The orders
pertaining to Bate's and Sears' commands would stand. Hood,
however, now decided to reduce his commitzents in the lurfreestoro
sgctor. He would not send a division to replace Bate's unit.{xin
a2 letter informing the cavalry leader'of.this, Hood pointed oﬁt
that Foirest would have the two infantry brigades (Olmstea&'s and
Palrer's) which hs retained, entrench themselves at either
Stewarts Creek or Lavergns., Henceforth, Forrest's command would
function a3 a corps of observation. A brigade of cavalry would be
srdered to thne lebanon arza. This unit was to picket the area
betveen lebanon and the "Hermitage', 5

Hood had issued a directive detaching Colon=1 dill's
mounted infantry, 43 hours before, Hill's command was sent to
Zedford, Giles and Marshall counties. In addition to breaking up
the Home Guard, hill's trocpers were to requisition animals for
the use of the arxy. Any men encountered who were liable for
military duty were to be conscripted. Hill would see that the
principal mills in these three counties were put back into

operation.

Forrest moved quickly to carry out Hood's instructions.




Bate's and Sears' troops left Stewartsboro on the morning of the
10th. The recent sleet storms and severe freezes had covered the
Kashville pike with a sheet of ice. dorse, nearly one-fourth of
the infantrymen were without shoes, "Yet", General Bate recalled,
-they "plodded 'their weary way' under thess adverse circumstances
(many with bleeding feet)", The foot.soldiers spent the night at

Antioch and rejoined their parent units before kashville early the
next day, 7

“When Colonel Hill's troopers advanced into Beaford .County,

they prepared to attack Blockhouse No, 9. near Bell Buckle. A
detachment from the lljth Ohio commanded by Lieutenant Merchant S.
Hurd garrisoned this stockade., Hill sent forward an officer with

flag of truce to demand the Yankees' surrender. durd refused,
Replying, he told the Confederates that “if they wanted the block-
house, they must come and take it®, . Not having any artillery,
Hill sent his dismcunted troopers to the attack. After firing a
lew ineffeetual volleys, the Cohfederates fell tack and made no
further attempt to reduce the blockﬁouse. 8

On December 11, General Forrest, in accordance with

Hood's directive, ordered one of ?uford's brigades (Colonel Edward
Crossland's) to "the Hermitage", Uéog reaching tthe Hermitage",

Crossland's troopers picketed the crossing of the Gumberland River,




from Stones River on the left to Cedar Lick Creek on the right,

The naxt day (the 12th}, Forrest had Clmstead's and

Palmer's infantry hard at work tearing up the railroad between
lavergne and Overall Creek, Several additional attempts were made
by the Confederates to induce the garrison holding out in
‘Blockhouse No. 7 £o lay down their arms, Lieutenant Glosser,
howaver, resolutely refused to 1;sten to the Rebel demands, ?

Since the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad had been

cut on the zd, Rousseau's troops had been living off the rations

stockpiled in the Fortress Rosecrans magazines, In addition,

these rations were supplemented by foodstuff requisitioned by
foraging frem the neilghboring farms, By the 12th, however,
certain items were nearly exhausted. Rousseau declided to send a

train to Stavenson to pick up supplies, At dark, a 15-car train

pulled out of the iMurfreesboro yards and started for Stevenson.
The train was guerded Ly a 150-man detachment from the 61st

Illinois., About 40 men from the 1lst :{ichizan Engineer Regiment

also rode the cars, The engineers-ﬁere taken along to repalr any
breaks in the track which might be encountered. Colonel Grass of -
tihe 61st I21linois was in charge of the guard., The trip down to
Stevenson, where the train arrived on the 13th._Wa$ uneventful,

It took the employees of the commissary deﬁartment most of the day




to load the box cars. At an early hour cn the 1l4th, the train
started on its return trip., fThirty members of the 12th Indiana
Cavalry (dismounted) who had been stranded at Stevenson, hoping to
rejoin thelr outfit, hitched a ride on the train, 10

The angine Qas'unabls to build up a good head of steam.
Therefore, considerable difficulty was experienced in getting over
the Cumberland Mouniains.. It was almost dark when the locomotive
chugged into Bell Buckle. Lisutenant Hurd told Colonel Grass that
he had heard repssrts of Confederate activity betwsen Pell Buckle
and Xurfreescoro. The cclonel, having been delayed enough already,
decided to procaeed. )

Ganeral Ross' scouts had spotted the train when it
passed through Christiana con the evening of the,thh; In hopes of
capturing the train on its return, Ross had his troopers remove
several. rails, The 3d and éth Texas Cavalry were posted nearby. 12

Rouéseau was understandably élated by h;s suc¢cess in
serding a train throuzh to Stevenson. The gensral, however,
realiged that the Contederates would undoubtedly try to intercept
the train . on ite return., On the 13th, he placed Colonel Thomas
Saylor of the 4th ilichigan in charge of a second train, After

entraining his regiitent, Saylor was to head southward. In addition
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to gathering wood, the Michiganders were to see if the Rebels had

ripped up any track since the Passage of the first train,

Three mileg south of lurfreestoro, the Federals discovered

a culvert on fire, A few greyclad horsemen were spotted loitering

abo.t the ares, After tae train had stopped, a mumber of the

“¥ichiganders detrained and cuickly extinguished the blaze, Zefore

continuing, 3aylor detached a snall Patrol which was left to guard -

the culvert, At a point axout nipe miles from Hurfreesboro, the

tonductor stopped the train, e then told the colonel that here

¥as the btest place in the area to collect fuel.

By 4 p, m,, the working parties had loaded the cars with

wood. At a word from Colonel Saylor, the troops serambled back

acoard .and the traln started for Fortress Roseerans, Ffefore the

train had proceeded very far, dense clouds of smoke were sean
rising froam the tryci a short distance ahead. By the time the

engincer had stopped the train, a strong force of Ross! Texans,

who wers posted bebind 3 ridgs on the west side of the track, had

orened fire, ‘ithout a moment'g hesitation, Colonel Saylor

ordered two of his companies to detrain, leaping off the cars,

the Michiganders deployed on the run,

After a brisk clash, the
bluecoats foreced the Rebels to fqll back.
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In the meantime, a fatigue party had put out the fire
which the Southerners had kindled on the right of way. To make
matters worse, the Texans had also torn up about 50 feet of track.
Levertheless, the grim !ichiganders went to work with a will. The
rails, whicn had teen thrown to one side, were soon re-laid, By
thig time, ths buttermats had succe_eded in bringing up their
artillery =-- Morton's battery. Saylor shouted for his troops to
get back atoard the train, when the train did not start, the
colonal learnsd to his horror that the engineer and the brakeman
nad disappeared, After about ten mimutes, during which time the
soldiers were exposed to a galling fire, the engineer reappeared,
Scrarbling ontn the locormotive, the engineer started the train.,

To ﬁold off the Coﬁfedor:xtes, Colonel Saylor deployed a line of

skirrishers, These bluscoats followed along tehind the slow-moving

train, Roas' Texans launched seoveral sharp attacks on the rear

guard, but were beaten nif,

Durinz the Zfighiing, a orojectile pierced the boiler of

Ithe locomotive, £y the time the train had reached a point about

four miles from Murfreegboro, all the steam had escaped. The
Federals were forced to push the train the rest of the way into

wie rurireescoro yards. In the fight for the train, Colonel Saylor

T




reported that he lost 17 men: 1 killed, io wounded, and 6 missing,
General Ross made no report of his losses, 13 ‘

Stung by thneir fallure to capture the 4th Michigan, Ross'
Texans were determined to see that the next train did not get
througn, It was avout 2 a, m. on the 15th when the supply train
from Stevenson approacﬁed dhristiana. seeing the torn up track,
the engineor slammed on the brakes, A shot was fired by a -
Confederate vedette to alert his comrades., Dashing forward, a
Rebel patrol ripped up several rails behind the train., When
Colonél Grass gave orders -for the engineer to start backing, the
conductor told him iﬁ was now impossible, Grass shouted fop his
rnen to get off the train. VUpon detarking, the soldiers were
deployed on either side of the road bed; the Michigan enginecrs
were put to work repairing the break, A messenger was sent
racing ahead to notlfy General Rousseau of the train's predicﬁment
snd to ask for reinforcements, 14

Since ths rails had been torn up in a number of places,
progress was agonlzingly slow, Daybreak found the blueccats six
miles south of rHurireesboro. To make matters worse, the 3d and
€th Texas Cavalry had them hemmed in. Taking cover in a railroad
cut, thelFederals grinly prepared to try to hold out pending the
‘ arrivai of a relief column. As soon ;s'Ross'had'dismounted'fhe.3d

and 6th Texas, he sent thea o the attack., The Federals beat off
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this initial thrust on the part of the Texans.

Next, Ross brought up Morton's artillery, A few shells

from the Confederata pguns oorwi'nced Colonel Grass that he had
* better abandon the train and try to save his command. Saﬂllying
l forth, the rluecnats sought to cut their way through to Fortress
Aosecrana., 2z2efore they had wroceeded verr far, the Federals were
charged by the 6th Texas, supported by the 3d Texas, Colonel

Grass and over one-half of his regiment, along with the

datachment from the lst !idchigan Engineers and most of the

i

i

I dismounted Indiana cavalrvmen, were eithar killed or taken
priscner, The left wing of the 6lst Illinois led by Major Jeroma

l B. ulton succeeded in forcing its v through the charzing Rebels

lund reaciled Blockhouse No, &. Here, the soldiers found a haven

¢f refuge. 15

; l Ross! Texans were delighted with their success. EPesides

about 200 prisoners, they had captured a very valuable supply
lt.rain. Breaking into the box cars, the Southerners found that
‘ lthey contained sugar, coffee, hardtack, and bacon., Ross

estimatod that the train carried a ®full 200,000 rations", =Defors.
‘ l.he Southerners were able to make off with all the commissary

) itores, their work was interrupted. learning of the attack on the

%




. 1
train, General Rousseau ordered General :dlroy to take several J

regiments and march to its relief. ?Placing himself at the head of l
a "flying column®, !iilroy stated down the Shelbyville pike. At ;‘5; '

Blockhouse No., 8, liilroy rendezvoused with the survivors from the

attack.

Ross' scouts had kept the general constantly apprised of
‘Milroy's progress. ©Not wanting to fight a pitched battle with
“ilroy's column, Ross had his men set fife to the boxcars and all

the rations which they were unable to carry with them. As scon as

the demolition teams had completed their worx, the Confederates

retired from the area. The Federals reached the train shortly

afteriards. After salvaging what they could, lilroy's troops
16

returned to Fortress Rosecrans,
Forrest, to tighten the squeeze on the defenders of
Fortress Rosecrans, moved against the Unlon foraging parties which

 were operating in the eastern part of Rutherford County. Ileaving

Stewartsbore on the morning of the 15th at the head of two -

infantry brigades (Olmstead's and Palmer's) and one cavalry fli

brigade (Bell's), Forrest crossed Stones iiver at Jefferson. By ki

nightfall, Forrest's command was east of Murfreestoro. Any plans

A
. i
. . o '}
" which tne general might have had for forcing the Yankees out of : . I 8




#Wilkinson's Cross-Roads. -hightfall found all of Forrest?’

Fortress Rosecrans were now abruptly terminated. A staff officer
galloped up to Forrest's command post, ﬁe excitedly told Forrest
that during the morning the Federals had seiged the initiative
on the approaches to lashville, A major battle was in progre¢s.
gocd wanted Forrest to mass his com~and and hold it ready to march
to the assistance of the Army of Tennsssee, 17

Befors retiring for the night, Forrest drafted the

orders which would govern the movements of his command in the

2orning. Jackson was to recall his troopers, who were watching

the roads south of Murfreestoro. He was to concentrate them on
the Wilkinson pike, near the Jidow Smith' 8. Olmstead's and

fu;x‘r's infantry, and Bell's cavalry trigades were to recross

Stones River at Jefferson, The cavalry was to take position near
the Liouth of Overall Creek. wiiile the infantry bivouacked near

Blockhouse No, 7, 18

To counly with Forrest's instructions, each of the unit
commanders had His men on the road early on the 16th. Before the
various commands were abls to reach their designated destinations,

Forrast changed his plang. Supplemental instructions were drawn

up and distributed directing the organizations to march to

s troops,
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;xcept for Crossland’'s brigade, at the stipulated rendezvous.

' (Crossland's troopers were Wwatching the cr;ssings of the
Cumverland near "the dermitage™.) Here, Forrest received the
stunning news that Hood's arny had suffered a smashing defeat in
tie battie of lasnville.

The staff officer who garried these evil tidings also
brought urgent orders from Hood. Forrest was to retire into
north Alabama by way of Saelbyville and rulaski. After
concentrating higs cavalry, Forrest would use it to pfotect the
rear of lood's badly teaten army.‘lg

Iazediately, orders were drafted and forwarded to Buford,
direcfing:hin to recall Crossland's trigade from "the dzruitagen,

At Lavergne, Crossland's troopers would rendegvous with Bell's,

Hils division reunited, Buford would hold the Nashville pike long

enﬁugh to permit Forrest's artillery and trains to steal a march

on the federals,
Since his trains and sick (along with atout 400 Union
prisoners) were at Triure, Forrest décided ot to retreat vig

Shelbyville. instead, he turned his column toward Iillard's Hi11

on the Duck River. The infantry and Ross' trigade accompanied the

trains. 4s soon ag tne trains and aﬁtillery'we;e well on their

13
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way to the Duck River, Puford's division abandoned its roadblock

and moved to Franklin. This was on the afternocon of the 17th,

At Franklin, Suford reported to Chalimmers. Hood placed
Chalmers in texporary cozmmand of the two divisions and charged .
him with the task of covering the arwmy's retreat, The next cduy,

Armstrong's rlississiprians, having been detached by rorrest, also

g reported to Chalmers. Ey nightfall on the 18th, the Confederate
'rear guard ‘had passed beyond Spring {ill. In an effort to hold
";loff their pursuers, the grim troopers took position behind

futherford's Creek.'zo

l The road along which Forrest's column moved was in

ggtorrivie condition. To make matters worse, the weather was
lintensely cold and many of Olmstead's énd Palmer!s infantrymen

~ Irere barefooted, Both the foot-soldiers and Ross' cavalrymen were

inadequately clad, In addition, Forrest was forced to hold doun

i

k Ihe pace of the march, so that the several hundred beef-cattle and

ogs whlch had been collected for the use of the commissary
‘ lpartment would wot have to be left behind, The head of the
lumn reached Lillard's ill a-‘;out‘mon on the 18th., One glance
, showed Norrest that recent rains' had had their effect, the Duck

\li-lver was rising rapidly. Even before“all the train had reached

iq
)l
3
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the south bank, the river became unfordable. The general was
comzelled to turn the remainder of his column toward Columbia,

After a hurd march, Zorrest's exhausted comzand reached Columbia

late in the evening, 21

At daybreak on the 1%tn, Forrest received a report that

the rederals had reached Rutherford's Creck. ilastening to the

point of danger, Forrest took charge ot the Confederate rear guard.

Bood had originally planned to hold the line of the Duck
diver and thus retain a fbothold in Middle Tennessee.' Put, on
mature reflection, Hood decided it would be Test to get out of
Tennessee, ‘he would place the unfordable Tennessee River between
nis arzy and the oncouing ?ederql Lagions, TForrest séconded this
course of action. Furthermore, he volunteered to protect the rear
of the retreating armV if he were reinforced by a reliable
infantry contingent, Hood accordingly assigned Major Generzal
Edward C, Jalthall's 1,900-man division to Forrest's command., At
the same time, Olmstead's and Palmer's brigades were rsassigned to
their pareﬁt units, Jith these rugggd foot-soldiers and his own
cavalry, Forrest shouldered the heart treaking task of holding off

the pursuers, while the Army of Tennessee pulled back into the

Tennessee Valley. Forrest successfully discharged this trying

15




assignment; the battered arny recrossed the Tennessee River on the
25th and 26th of December -- a dis;al way to celebrate Christmas.
‘ A state of normalcy quickly returned to the Murfreesboro
area in the wake of Hood's rout at the battle of Nashville, On
the rorninz of the 17th, the Unlon pickets reported that all the
Rebels (with the exception of a few stragglers) had disappeared
from the approaches to Fortress Rosecrans. EBEefore the day was
over, Rousseau received a message from General Thomas announcing
that his "Army Group" had scored a sweeping success. Thomas wanted
Rousseau to have all "the new regiments recently sent to

Murfreesborough, and not a portion of the permanent garrison®

‘alerted to report to either the IV or XXIII Army Coryus,

Furthermore, lousseau was to send out construotion parties and see
that the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad was restored to service
"in the shortest possible time®, 23

By the morning of the 2Cth, theAsuﬁerintendent of the
construction’ crews that were working on th§ rallroad south of
Murfreestoro reported that the }ight of way was reopened for
traffic. Pefore nizghtfall, ten trains had reached Murfreesboro

from Chattanooga. These trains were to be used to shift Steedman's

-

command to Bridgeport. Steedman's blueclads, after participating

22
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in the pursuit of Hood's army as far as Franklin, had been sent to n
f

Murfreesboro. Thomas planned to use Steedman's troops to intercept

3 . - it
i it
.

Kood's army as it was recrossing the Tennesses River. Quickly :

v

entraining his ccmmand, Steedman left for Bridgeport on the

afternoon of the 22d. (Steedman, however, was too late; the Army

of Tennessees was able to withdraw across the Tennessee River befors
Steedman's soldiers could intervéne.)

| Rousgseau, on the 2lst, traﬁaferréd his headquarters dback
to Nashville. At tnis time, he asked Thomas if it would be all
right tc order Milroy's command to return to Tullahoma, At the

rate the reconstruetion was procesding on the Hashville-Murfreesboro

section oi the railroad, Roussesu predicted that i1t would be back

in operation within several days. Guard detachments were

off the sttacks of Confederate irregulars. e
The superintendent of the construction crews was as good

ag his word. By Christmas Eve, the railrosd between Nashville and

e —— e

#urfreestoro had teen reopened, To protect the bridges,

‘detachments from the sadly reduced 115th Ohio roved out on

Christmas Day and, assisted by details from the lst Michigan

Engineers, began to rebuild the blcékhouses which rorrest's

1?7

; I acecompanving the bridge-tullding and track-laying details, to ward |
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troopers had destroyed. 25

Thomas having raised no objection, Rousseau authorized
Milroy to re-estaclish his headquarters at Tullahoma, Following

#ilroy's departure for Tullahoma, Van Cleve on Christmas Day

resumed cormnard of all the Uninsn troops tased in and arourd

-

~
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of Illiroig, IV, 242,

15 Zkid.

16 Inig.

17 Q, R., Series I, Vol, LWV, pt. I, 740, 756; Wyeth, 1ife of
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18 Q. 2., Series I, Vol. X, pt. II, 693,
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_f_ General N. R. Forrest, 553,
20 ¢, R., Series I, Vol. X1v, pt. I, 756, 766. 72a.

21 Ibid., 740, 756, 771; Ayeth, Life of Gensral ii. B. Forregt, S61.

€2 Stanley Horn, The Army of T ~=hnesgee: A Xilitary History
" (Indian: apolis, 1941), 420,
| 23 0. R., Sertes I, Vol. AW, st. I, 635; Q. R., Series I, Vol.
XLV, st, 11, 243, Aceordingly, on December 23, tha 174Lth, 178¢th,
and 181at Ohio, the Hth Minnesota, and the 14Gth Indiana were
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| of track and rebuild 530 feet of brldges which had been destroyed

by thp nebels during t.neJ.r invasion of Alddle 'I‘ennessea.
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| @ Q. R., Series I, Vol, XV, pt. II, 304, .
I nu., 5. :
! 26 M_.o. 35“0 By this time,

the Fortress Rosecrans garrison had

been reduced to five infantry regiments (the 12th Indian

a Cavalry
» and 29th

Laigmpunteq7. the €1st Illinois, and the 3d, 4th

Michigan), and three batteries (Pattery D, lst Michigan Light

. IArtillery, the 12th Ohio Battery, and the 8th Wisconsin Battery).
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APPENDIX A

LIST OF BLOCKHOUSES AND THE RECOMMENDED GARRISONS TO PROTECT THE

NASHVILIE AND CHATTANOOGA RAIIROAD BETWEEN NASHVILLE AND 'CHATTANOOGA‘

Nog .

logality

=

1l

e (o« BENRS | A \n F W N

Y
hBE &8 8 FE B

Mill Creek No. lesesescceccososcscossceasscsesssacacsne
Mill Creekk NOe 2ecevsecvioseseseserssetcsetatesasocane
MILL Creek Moo 3u.vecasecsesescsccsaconnssosnnsessonns
Hurricane Creek (one-half mile north of La Vergne)....
Bridge near SHyTNAecessvescososccsseasssosrsssnscsscsase
Stewar£'s Creeksseeecoesoesassassosssncasssssasanasansse
Overallts Creék..;....................................
Stone's River (Fortress Rosecrans).cecccccsscssecsccce
Stone's River (3 milas south of Murfreesborough)......
Bell Buckle Creelteseccccerscescvsoscsnsccssoscasssscns

Creek one-half mile north of Wartrac@.eeeesecccncecscsse

© Wartrace Creelosssescecessivsoceosescsenscessccsnscccsesos

Garrison's Fork................:.....;................

mck River.....0..'....."O..'.........Ol'....ﬂ...C..O.

Norman's Creek (Normandy)...-..........-..............

'Lgiock-house should be erected;.I_think. vatuween

Normandy and Poor Man's Creek, fhough none is -

projected by the engineersly

Iroong
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
150

20
10
30
50
40
30

(30)

- ' .. L oL T
.ﬁﬁiiﬂ:‘;hwv"*w“ﬁ~ﬂg5;~“T-‘
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roor Man's Creek (one-half mile south of Tullahoma),,
[Ehould be block-house between Poor #an's Creek and
Taylor's Creek, The road through a forest, All
traine stop for wood, and is the werst place for
. guerrillas on the whole road, and the distance is
too great from Poor Man's Creek to Elk River to
adait of patroll;ng the road with safety47
[taylor's Creek (Water Tank) only water bétween
Dechsrd and Tullahoma, Not Srojected by engineers*7
Elk River.........................a..................
Boiling Fork of Elk River (Cowan).o..................
Trestle (1 uile north of Tantalon)eseesessneenennnnes
Trestle (oneequarter mile north of Tantalon)eeeseees.
Eridgze and station (Tantalon)....;............c......
Crow Creek (south of‘?antalon);...........}..........
....do.............................a.................
....do...............................................
....de...............,...............................
Crow Cresk (south cf &nderson)..............jT.......
Dry trestle {south or Aﬁderson)......................

CI'.ON‘ Creek '(south of Anderson‘)........................

.'..do......'....'..'.'I'C....Cl..."...'............

30

(30)

60
30
16
10
20
20
20
20
20
20
10
3
30

ooty

i i
O s,




32 | Swanmp trestle.......................................
33 . Crow Creek..........................................
3%  Crow Creek (three—qﬁarters of a mile from Stevensog)
35 Creek (1 mile east from StevVenson)eeeiseeceeecacens,

36 widOW's week‘.'......A..........'........'..........

38 Tennessee River, east bridge, Eridgeport.............
J9 Dz'y Trestle....."........‘........."...‘........Cl.

40 Nickajack Creeik (one-quarter of a mile west of

Shellmm)...‘...‘......l.‘O...‘....O.....‘.'.....

Ll Creek (one-eighth mile east of She 11lmound )

000 csvevne

L2 Dry trestle (Narroﬁs)................................
43 Running Water (one-half mile west of .Whiteside's)
M mokout Creek............‘............."........'...

Ls Chattanocoga Creek

....‘..0......0'.'.'0.0....‘0..‘....

20
30
20

20

20

37 Lermes<‘ee Rlver, nain bridge Brldgeport............u.....o..

100

20

30

30

30

80

i ' 30

+ B.. Series I, Vol. XaxII, pt, TI7, 290,

-
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APPENDIX B

ORDER CF BATTIE

CONFELERATE OPERATIONS AGAINST FCRTRESS ROSECRANS3
December 2-.16, 1864

Confederate Forces
Forrest's Command -~ Major General Nathan B, Forrest,
Buford's Division - Brigadier General Abraham Buford,

E3ll's Brigade - Colonel Tyree N. Zell,
2d Tennesgee Cavalry - Col, C. R, Barteau,
15th Tennessee Cavilry - Col. A, N. ¥ilsen,
ZGta Tennessee Cavalry - Col. R. ... augsell,
2lst Tennessee Cavalry - Col, J, tewson,
Nixon's Tennessee Cavalry - Col, G. H. Nixon,

Crossland's Sricade — Colonel Edward Crossland,
5d Lentusioy Llountad Infantry - Col, G, A, C, liolt,
7th Kentucsy .ounted Infantry -
8th Kentucky Mounted infantry - Lt, Col, A, R, Shacklett,
1l2th Kentucky Cavaliry - Col, W. ¥, Faulkner,
Hueylsg Kentuciy Cavzlry Fattalion -

Jackson's Division - Brigadier General william H. Jackson,

Armstronz's Prigade - Brigadier General Frank C. Armstrong,
lst ..ississipni Cavalry - Col, R, A, Pinson,
24 liissigsippd Cavairy - 4.3, J. J, Perry,
23th . Lssissi, i Czvalry - Jul, B, =, Starke,

rallentine's “igsissippi Cavalry Regiment - Lt. Col, W, L
t’la}cl'all/o -

B

Ross' Prigade - Irigadier General Lawrcnce S, Ross,
3d Texas Cavalry - Lt, Col. J. S, Coggess.
6th Texas Cavalry - Col, J, .Wharton, ’
Sih Texas Cavalry - Col. T. . Jones,
27th Texas Cavalry - Col. E. R. Hawking,

irtillery -
Horton's Tennessee Battery (6 guns) - Capt, J. W. Morton,
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Bate's Division - Major General William B, Bate.

Smith's Brigade - Brigadier General Thomas B, Smith.
37th Georgia Infantry - Captain J., A. Sanders.
Lth Georzia Sharpshooter Sattalion - Maj., T. D, Caswell,
2d, 10th, 20th, and 37th Tennessee Consolidated Infantry -
Lt. Col, #. M., Shy.

Finley's 3rigade - Coclonel fobert Pullock (w); Hajor Jacob

A. Llasn,

lst and 3d Florida Consolidated Infantry -~ Capt. . H,
Strain.

6th Florida Infantry - Capt. A. McMillan.,

7th Florida Infantry - Capt. R. B. amith.

l1st Flerida Cavalry (dismounted) and the 4th Florida
Infantry Consoliidated - Capt. G. d. Langford.

Jackson's Erigade - Brigadier General Henry R. Jackson.
lst Georgia Confederate and the é6éth Georgia Consolidated
Infantry -~ Lt, Col. J. C. Gordon.
25th Georgia Infantry - Capnt. J. E. Felton,
29th and 30th Georgia Consolidated Infantry ~ Col, W. D,
Hitcuell.
1st Gecrgia Sharpshooter Battalion - it, R, C. Xing.

5th Company, Washihgton Artillery (3 guns) - Lt. J. A.
Chalaron. '

Palmer's iirigade - Colonel Joseph B, Palmer.

©Cth iorth Carolina Infantry - daj. J. T. Huff.

3d-and 16th Tennessee Consolidated Infantry - [t, Col, W. R.
Putler,

23d, 2€th, and 45th Tennessee Consolidated Infantry - Col,
A. Searcy.

J2d Tenneeses Infantry -~ .Col. J. P. McGuire,

S4th Virginia Infantry - Capt. #. G. Anderson,

62d Virginia Infantry - Lt. Col., C. H. Lynch.

fenner's louisiana Battery (4 guns) - Capt. C. E. Fenner,

Sears' Frigade - Brigadier General Claudius W. Sears.
4th Hississippi Infantry - aj. T. 2. lelson,
' 35th iiississippi Infantry -- Col. 4. 3. Barry.
36th iississippi Infantry -'Lt. Col. E. Brown.
39th lilssissipoi Infantry - Capt. E. G. Liles.
G6ti rississippl Infantry - Capt., J. A. Barwick.
7th iiississippl Infantry Battalion - Capt, S. D. Harris.
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Brookhaven Mississipps
Hoskins,

Light Artillery (4 guns)

Clmstead's Frigade - Colomel Charles
1st Volunteer Georgia - iaj, M, J.
S4th Georgia Infantry - Col, C. &,
57th Georgia Infantry - Lt, Col. ©
63d Georgia infantry - Capt

IIT

Capt, J. A,

H. Olastead,

« <. Guyton,
« k. J, Craven,

- e it s




 Union Forces
Depariment of the Cumberland .- Hajor Geqeral GeorgeQH. Thoaas,

[istrict of Tennesuee - MajJor General Lovell H, Rousseau,

Defense of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad - Major ‘ i
General Robert i, ¥ilroy.

lst Erigsde - Zrigadier General Horatio P. Van X A
Cleve, :
€lst 1llinois Infantry - Lt, Col. D. Grasg (e);

Haj. J, B, dulton. . 2 23

14Cth Indiang Infantry « Col., T. J. Eragdy.
3d Michigan Infantry -~ Col, ¥, B, Houghton,
4th lldchigun Infantry - Col. J. w, Hall,
29th llichigan Infantry - Col. T. Saylor. ,
8th fiinnesota Infartry - Col, M. 7. Thomas.,
L15th Ghio Infantry - Col., T. C. Toone, ‘
174th Shio Infantry - Col1, J, 3, Jones,
1e1st Ohio Infantry - Col, Jd. $'Iowd,

5 C

174 0
88 - Ny

—
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&

Tortress Rosecrans - ¥ajor Frederizsk 3chultg, ;
*Zattery T, 13t --lenigan Light Actillery -
Cazt. He b. Corbin, : {
*12th Battery, Ohio Light Artillery - Cast,
F. Jacikson, :
*3th Zattery, Wisconsin Lisht Artillerr - ﬁ
Capt. H. E. Stiles. ' i

———

Unattached -
177th Onio Infantry - Col. A, T. “ileox,
170tu Uhio infantry « Coli, J. 4. Stafford.
12th Indiana Cavslry (dismounted) - Col, E,
Anderson,
13th Indiana Cavalry - Col, G, M. L. Johnson,

13ta Battery, Hew York Light Artillery (4 guns) -
Capt. i, Sundy.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

STATE:

Tennessee

COUNTY:

Rutherford

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)
WnaveE - T e T T T T

C OMMON:

Fortress Rosecrans

AND/OR “ISTORIC:

—Same-—

LOCATION.- -

STREET ANO NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Murfreeshoro

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT.

STATE

_Tennessee.

cope |COUNTY: coDE

17

CLASSIFICATION. . -

_Butherford

CATEGORY
(Check One)

ACCESSIBLE

STATUS
u TO THE PUBLIC

QWNERSHIP

[O District

@ Site

{3 Public
] Private

[ Both

(O Building
[ Structure
] Object

Yes:
a Restricted

1 Unrestricted
[J No

Public Acquisition:
] 'n Process
{J Being Considered

"] Occupied
£‘ Unoccupied

] Preservation work

in progress

1
1
i
1

PF{E‘§§§_T USE (Check One or More as Appropriste)

{3 Government
O Industria!
7] Military

O Museum

(O Agriculroral
O Commercial
] Educotiona!

) Entertainment

f

] Park

[ Private Residence
O Religious

] Scientific

T} Tronsportation {(J Cemments
Other (Specify)

—Vacant

ipo:

OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:

City of Murfreesboro

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Murfreesboro

STATE: 7 ODF

EETSEBUEN

=
I~

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

_Tennessee

>

-31V.LS

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Rutherford County Reglster's Office

STREET AND NUMBER:

Courthouse

CiTY OR T.OWN:

Murfreesboro

STATE CODE

Paojasyizny

CALNNOD

Tennessee

o=
™

_REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

N

Toobgranhical Sketch of the Environs of Fortress Rosecrans

OATE OF SURVEY:Tyne . 1863

1 State: (O County [} Local

E Federal

OEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

National Archives (Record group 77, Dr. 147, Sheet 22)

b——
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITYy OR TOWN:

|

STATE: CODE

Hd38WNN AMINI

ATINO 35N SAN ¥04
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. DESCRIPTION |

CONDITION

2
!

—

(Check One) .
] Excellent "] Good [ Fair [C] Deteriorated Q Ruins {7 Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
) ] Altered &J Unaltered =1 Moved Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fortress Rosecrans, located immediately west of Murfreesboro,
Tennessee, was constructed by units of the Army of the Cum-
berland (USA) under the direction of Brigadier General James
St. C. Morton in early 1863. The Fortress, reportedly the
largest earthenwork fortress constructed by Union forces in
the Civil War, originally covered an area of approximately 225
acres. The site was chosen because 1t was near the geographic
center of Tennessee and astride the main tracks of the
Nashville and Chattanocoga Railroad.

The Fortress originally included eight lunettes, four re-
doubts, a steam saw mill, a magazine, and several warehouses.

Most of the original fortress has been lost due to urban
development. Part of the original fortress site (formerly
Redoubt Brannan) is owned by the National Park Service. The
only extant portlon 1s the several hundred feet of wall
spanning from Lunette Thomas to Lunette Palmer). These
remaining walls average approximately fifteen feet in helght -
and twenty-five feet in thickness at the base. All are
covered with large trees and heavy underbrush.

Present plans call for recreational facilities to be built
west of the walls, while an effort will be made to restore
the walls to their original appearance.

e
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IIFE sl

GNIFICANCE

BERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Pre-Columbian} {7 16th Century U1 18th Century .71 20th Century
3 15th Century (1 17th Century E} 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

') Urban Planning

Abor iginal [J Education 7] Political
[ Prehistoric q Engineering (7] Religion/Phi. L] Other (Spe-ify)
[ Histeric O Industry losophy

O Agriculture O Invention {7] Science

{3 Architecture {7} Londscape {1 Sculpture

O Aet i Architecture ] Social’Human-

O Commerce {7 Literature itorian

O Communications R Military (] Theater

[ Conservation 1 Music [} Transportation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

For 2 years, from early 1863 to 1865, Fortress Rosecrans
played a significant role in the success enjoyed by .General
William T. Sherman's forces as they moved from Nashville
to Chattanooga to Atlanta to Savannah.

From the massive supply depot protected by the walls of
Fortress Rosecrans came logistical support that undergirded
Sherman's good fortune.

Reportedly the largest earthenwork fortification built by

the Union army during the Civil War, Fortress Rosecrans
served as a central point of Union Army strength in Tennessee
and secured the rear of that army from any serious challenge.

In late 1864, elements of the Confederate Army struck at
Murfreesboro and Fortress Rosecrans in a desperate effort

to halt the flow of supplies southeastward to Sherman. Under
the immediate command of General Nathan Bedford Forrest,

the Confederates succeeded in disrupting rail communications
briefly before being repulsed. Four months later the war
ended. At some undertermined date following the conclusion

of hostilities in 1865 Fortress Rosecrans was abandoned.




. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

J. St. Clair Morton,

Memoir Explaining the Situation and

Defense of Fortress Rosecrans,

(privately print-

: ed,

1863). Copy located in National Archives,
Record Group 77, Item # M-4345-1863

0. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

A

™

LATITUDE AND L ONGITUDE COORDINATES N LATITURE ANC ILONGIT IDE 2OOROCINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPFRTY 0 DEFINING Thoe CenTZR POINI CF A P~GOGPERTY
R _OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNERY LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE T LONG! TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 86° 24 u8- 35 51 12- o . . o . "
s [+
NE | 86° 24 42- 3% 51 25-
o ’ »
se | 86° 24" 18 3% 51 5
W 86° 2Nt 2l e I 1 L
I APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY s
IL1ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR FROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CoDE | counNnTy CODE
I STATE: COUE | COUNTY: CODE
l STATE: CODE | COUNTY: cooE
STATE: ~ CONE | COUNTY: CODE
E. FORM PREPARED BY'
NAME AND TITLE:
James K. Huhta «
ORGANIZATION OATE
ee;shm:o_Anchitectual_and.gonlng Society Sept. 1, 19
STREET ArO NUMBER:
E;_Nnnthfield~Blyﬁ4_____._
CITY OR TOwWHN TSTATE CODE

Tennessee

____Murfreesboro :
12. - STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

47
" NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION .

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l.aw
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
fvatuated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
O (R Local

National State

-

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Cate

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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5th. Each Luactte and Redoubt shoull be considered a
fort in itself, and its commander be hcld responsible that it
offers a vigorous resistance to the enemy; which means, that
the garrison hold their ground,under all circumstances, exeept
being overpowered in hand to hand conflict with the bayonet.

Oth. It is presumed that any one of the main Luneltes
will not be surrendered, or evacuated, until its artillery fire
and that of the collateral Lunettes has been completely over-

" powered and silenced by that of the cnemy, and their para-

pets so ruined by the cnemy’s bombardment as to cease to
afford shelter except for sharpsheoters.  Even then new par-
apets, traverses and merlons should be constructed by the
garrison, which ought to labor at night, assiduously, to that
end. When, notwithstanding the utmost efforts of the garri-
gon to keep onc or more picces of artillery in the Jaunette of
attack and the colluteral Luncttes, (vo ns to be enabled to fire
grape and eannister at the encmy’s cohuans of attaek)) they
are reduced to a musketry defence, it 1amst be understood
that n obstinate resistance can yet be made, and mueh loss
inflicted ‘upon the enemy before hie can enter the Lunettes of
attack, A vigilant watch is to be kept upon his movements
when affairs have come to this ‘pass.  When his column of
assault appears his cannonade must fliortly cease—the dis-
posable reserves of the fortress are suppozed tobe massed
under shelter, as near as eircumstances will permit to the
Luuette of attacks—the moment the cannonade ceases on the
part of the cnemy, they are to be marched out with the ut-
uost dispatch, <o as to arrive at the coutested point in time
to reinforce its garrison.  The troops thus accumulated” are

.expected to resist the enemy with the bayonet, and, even if

driven out, should return to the charge once or oftener, and
attempt to regain possession.

Tth. By disposable reserves, in the preceding article, ix

meant all the troops designated ax veserve of the garrison
of the fortvess; the commandant may, if' he sces fit, inercase
these reserves by such troops ws cin safely he spared, for the
time being, from such of the works ae are not likely to be
assaulted simultaneously with the Lunette of attack,

o —— e+ s s o . v— o -

8l It ay happen that the combiodant exn dispose of

a lurger forec us reserves than can advantageonsly he nssem.
bled at the contested psint to meet the enemy’s assault; in
that ease, the troops in exeess will be held in veadiness, in
some sheltered place close at hand, to charge the caemy
with the bayouet on his flank, at an opportune moment du.
ring the assault, sallying without the works for that purposc;
or otherwise to charge him within the cuntested work, shouhl
he succeed in dviving out its defenders. '

i Oth. 1t is probable that at this period of the siege the
artillery of the Lunetic of aitack will be in a ruined condi-
tion, and the amnunition mostly expended; of course, should
any picces remnrin serviceable, they should not be parmitted
to fall juto the encmy’s hands, but must be spiked if they
canoot be removed; and such powder as remains should Le
removed or blown up. Tt may happen there is enougl pow-
der to spare Lo furne wonde

e the sqlont o e vk, o
cise the Clief 1o 250 -t
see that one i propared, srd a Commissioned G20 cr ol
ed to explode it when it way do mest damage to th ey

10th. If, notwithstanding cvery exertion on the part of the
defenders, the enemy gais and retain possession of the Lu

under the breadh; in w

netfe of attack its defondors, snd fnosanre eaces th - jenrias,
acconding to the judumes of the Compondrng, 2l vl
treat do the colluteral lunuites,  The rear of the Landite
of atinek huving thus heen nnmasked by our troups, the 1ie
doults and Lunettes of the inner Jine will, witdar loss of
tie, open fre upon it frem sl the guns they can bring
bear, and endeavor to dizielze the eacmy beltre he can con-
struet Dis lodgement, aud shedter himsell fram their view.
[1t is probable that the envny would have direeted his artille.
ry against the said Redoubis and retired Lunettes for some
days before making the assanlt, but it is supposed that the
Commundant of cach ha- Lept one plece in reserve, having
removed it from its platform to the mest sheliered part of
the parade, aud that at the moment of assandt hie Tas cansed
i 1o e ran into ].m.~ilir-n.:] Supposing that n Lunette is
taken by regular apprisches sime five weeks must have



clapsed since the commandant aseertain * it would bhe xe.
lected as the point of attack; this interval should he em-
ployed by him, not only in its vigorous defence of the Y-
netto attacked, and in the coustruction of intrenchinents
within it, but also in constructing battcries and rifie-pits in
its rcar, or in strengthening the collateral Luncttes and the
iuner line of works, so as to oblige the enemy to take two
_ Luncttes at least by sicge, and compel him to silence the
artiliery fre of at least two morc before he can attack the
iuner line, and reduce him to the nceessity of planting his
batteries in the captured Luncttes and ﬂppro'\chm" the inner
live by the double sap. - 4

11th. The encmy cannot well makean vpen assault,much less

an attack by regular approaches, without fivst muking himself
master of the exterior detached works.  These will therefore
be ‘regarded as obstacles in his ‘path, and should be held,
with wore or less obstinacy, according to the judgment of
the ‘commandant; who will not maintain them at too great

2 loss of life,or sénd out too many troops to resist the enemy’s *°

“dttack on them: he should however require their garrisuns
to sustain the assault once at least, secing that they hidve a
strong profile, and are flanked from the Lunettes of the outer
line by artillery; for which reasous the eremy will sustaiu a
considerable loss in the assault, and the garrisons will be ena-
bled to retreat without being pursucd. As the interior of
these works is exposed to the view of the said’ Lunettes, the
enemy will find it very difficult to hold them; it may there-
fore happen that the garrison may re occupy ‘them onee or
oftencr, and the encmy be obliged to make repeated sacrifi-
ecs before they fall permmanently in his hands.

12th. The Commandant should carclully instruct all the
commissioned and non-commissioncd officers in the elementa-
ry principles relating to the defence of the works from as.
sault, as follows; that whichever Lunctte is attacked by the
enemy, should be immediately reinforeed from the reserve;
the collateral Lunctics, namely those on the vight and lelt of
it, together with such others as have x view of the wround
~over which the enciny must approaeh, must fikewise he rein.

'S

foxcéd the ecurtains commeeting  Lunettes Thomas aud
\Ic(‘ook Lunettes Thome= anl Paliner, Stanley and Negley,
will be manoed also from the reserve, with u line of skir.
mishers, or with one or wure ranks of infantry, aceording to
the judgment of the commandant, and according o their
bearings on the point threatened to he attacked.

13th. The Lunctte attzcked repulses the encwy by its di-
reet fire of musketry and artillery; the collateral Luncites
and curtaing cross their Bre in front of it. In cuse the cne-
my attack one of the curtaing, such eurtain is to be strenyly
reinforced, as well as the collateral Luncttes, und the enemy
is met by thc direct fire of the curtain, and ervss fire from
the said Lunettes; should a Luuctte or curtain bhe taken hy
surprise, or by night attack, (owing to want of vigilwnee or
proper precautions,) the iroops belonging to it shonld retreat
to the right and left, unmskiog the captured work, so as to
permit the works of the inner line to open fire into it and
to clear the way for the rezerve. Both the guoners and the in-

- fantry troops should be carefully instructed to fire low.

angd to reserve their fire, in resisting an assault, till the
enemy arrives in foree within GO0 yards of the point of
attack. To this end, warks will be established in front of
each Lunette on a cirewwmference 600 yards distant from it,
and the encmy should not be fired upon exeept by sharp-
shooters, until the chief part of the assanlting column has
approached within these: marks.

. The Block-houses eannnt be tuken by surprise, and will
prevent the surprise of the Redoubts and Luncttes in which
they are scated; they will also be a security for the heavy
artillery, which is not pasted habitually in any work not ph.n—
vided with a Block-house.

- 14th. The Commandant nust chiefly .lpprdlcnd,:md guard
against, surprises and wight attacks, by a proper svstem of
pickets, scouts and p:\h-uls: e must give the garcison conli-

dence that the works caunot he ecarried by assault, even hy

an army, if the atlack ix properly anticipated, and it it shoull
ever happen that the Fortress is eut off” from its commnniea.
tions and fnvested by a powerful avmy. he should canse it te



v o me
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. nies'of infantry,

be understes that the place can hold out a month or su, and
that’ rcml‘orr‘exm'nh can rmson.nbl) be c‘cp(‘cl(‘d within t]mt
time. ° . : v
15th. It is. estimated that tln.- I‘oxh'cs*, gurnqoncal anil
provided with an armument as ahove specified, is- capable of
holding out eight weeks at least, agninst a foree of thirty
- thousand man, equipped with: a heavysiege train; and double
“that’ period szainst an ‘army of sixty thousund
-yided with a sizze train. . This estimate will scrvs as a basis
upon which to caleulate, nppm\mmh.l), the resistance’ that
should be expected-of garrisons exceeding one division. -
“ ¢ 16th. The-eqlndron of eavalry supposcd in”the estimate to
“ belong to the garrisou; of one division, is doswncd to furmsh
-\UO]: and vilettes. By its means the Cmnm andant ean
farmed of the positions “and” movements “of

7 keep himself in
“the encmy... Wh
sceurity, he may send out small foraging expeditions, guarded
by the =qu'\r’r~n only, and with not more than two compa.

(with their armg) to load. the wagons.

17th.: The Letses and x‘ulc~ lelonging to ‘the q'mhmz i
“of ouc, divis ! .9!1) lm:';:,, horsos of
“oflicers cnti'..- by )nnmm\rl. and ~uﬂ|cw it suiimals for f‘.m
' teams, viz., three to ench n'mnont thckc will suffice for the”

+ ordinary requir rements of the garrisov. | The ‘Post Quarter

= Master’s
) tcams.

{ '\H“l i ‘! the' ¢a

Post Quarter-Master teams,
“ arrived {rom the rear or front ‘fur the .purpose of " bring-

“ tween the pike ln-lue and Murfrees’

. to rc"ul.mou TS S i

lltll. It muy hupy. en that thc Cumm anding Gunm.t] upuu"
uarching forwar] with the arwy, will station a light division.. o
i~. with msl)umou« to, pu-\cnt (a\'\h\ t.ml~,. e

-, atb the Tortre
- upon thc ('"!)H'}lll(‘.t(lolh ol lhc .mu) with N ua\mlh- and

T, unpro-

en the Commandant can do so with perleet »-."'5

teatns are, of course, in nddmon to: the garrison
The P;:. Quarter-Muiter will besexpeeted to reduce -
them to the" minimum cnp'nhh. of doing the ‘work. The
and: sueh teams ag uny have.

L ‘ing up or carrying forward supplies, ‘will be palhcd be- -
" ]lOlh\", near the river: . =
> the rcg,nncul'-l teams, \lz., three teams to cach regiment, and
-+ a proportionate alluywance Io l‘u. mlnllvr), w:ll park according

i
i
!
’ ' Worl g anu thé Government ‘of their Garrisons.”
!

the Fortress itself. Tt is recomucaded the <k a divition
; h'xbituully encamyp on the west side of Btone Juver, and nenr
" by it, ou the high growuds Letw cen the Wilkinson and Frank.

Co - "lin roads.
T - 18th. The Commandant :,houlql ‘
the Revised Regulations of the Ar.
,reluting to sicges and the defenee of fortified | places; also

“the follo'.‘. ing

-¢ his officers to stuldy
- ,*Articles 793 to 850,

Extrac from " Regulations for the Care of Field

“1sts Tt mll be the duty of the Commanding Officer of

cach work to provide for the care of the armman wnt, and the

S .. safety and scrviceable condition of the magazines, 'v.nm:p:-i-
-7 f L -tion, implentents, and eguipments; aud, by l're\.:p:cut personal
“e - < insgections, to scouire the obscrvancc‘of' the rules preseribed

=700 7 for this purpose.

2d. The Comma ndmr- Oficer vill piake himself azquaint-
- Ted with the '1ppro'\cl|e, to his wetk, the distance to cach
prommcnt point, cotun lc'l by his guns, the nehive of the
ot ground Lch recn them widt his pot '~nd the most probable
R pomw of ztlick apon it -

[N T
IS . i

»

LOITCapO‘Idln" clevrtions in cach’ense, aceording to the natnre
7. " -when shell or case-shot are used, will “bé wade out for EAcH

“eers serving it. As these tabl's differ for difierent kinds off
= guns, the same men shoull he parmuncutly assigned to the
.same picce.
-+ 8d. The projectiles \huull be used in their proper order.
At o distance sortp 5107 then shells or ease-shot, expeci ially

|
i
A!v _' . OUN, 2ud fernished to the officer and non-cowmissioned offi:
i .
H
!
'

SN "if firing at troops IN LINE.  CANISTER OR GRAPE 18 ONLY.
R “FOR USE AT stonrT nANOES.  Wher shanns are approach. .
T fi- R ing, so that they cun be taken in’ dircetion of their LENGTIL

or VERY obliquely, sontp snor is generally the best " projece.

“If the coruvy- (0“\l~(\ of m\.\l-\, some shellz or case-shot
S =will be useful, from the disorder theid bursting produces
camong the horses.”  Ax to the AR20LUTE distanees at which
the pl'O_](‘(‘hll'\ must te nsed, they vary with the deseription

T Tt aulling the  ranues 0F RANGES. The pmnuncm )\.trh on

TABLTS CF BANOLS or DISTANCES f‘*" each puint, and the -

. T of the projectile, with the proper length or time of the fuse

S 7 tile, beeause of its greater accuracy and pcnctrahn" puwer.

= and ealibre of the gun, awl can oily g’ “ascertaineil by eon- -




b B

1.

P
- EE BN EE '
. . i - o - - oy e .
<.
g T w

P m‘_ - v v
e U R A s o v

lj‘

3
{
i S
i Ze8 i
. 10 ! IRl -3 i
g. : . e soo3ke i !
‘ the approurhies to the works should b desiguated, their diss o T es i T
: tanecs voted, and directions drawn up for the different Kind« * L& BE L T
{ of aumunition o Yo used at each gun when the cncmy,rcach- S2= L. RO 3lre =
| es them! During the drills the attention of the chiafs of i.g‘zg 32 ;: o oalg s 23
K . .2 . N . &F A == =
A _pieecs and gunucers ghonlil Iroqucnt\) hie drawn to this subjuct.” P ERSAE |, FegisE f
Vo <7 4th. Comman ina Officers will pay specivl cttentivn to the ‘e LEZEL PEOZiEEF -
T -polife and prcsm‘vnt'\on of the works. All filth will be 25 £85¢ | N I
! . prompt\y removed, and the drainage he p.'\rlicn\.'u'ly,:\ltcndcd a“g: 32 . ol o -
\ . . to. Noonc should be allowed to walk on the parapets, nor . g‘g Sgai b LR urptte 11,
! move OT sit upon the gabions, parrels ot cand bags that may .. :-,‘oé 39 e =\ U Lo —— - -
toon be p\:\ccd upon- them. When injuries occur to the earth ] ;'g;g 2 M= =1 ST CUTINMARISS Py pay
works, they chould be ropaired as quickly 2% possible by the ~Z%g Ty i o (L h e z =
: gnrr'lson"of the work. “1f of a serious natirs, they should at ' sz 5 £ e unefte: £:0 e i 3 =
: once be yeported to the Eugineer Officer in charge gf the - Z& 3 g, l"‘ ) - Lunette 7 T : =
! work. ALL INJORIES w0 TOE MAGAZINES OF PLATFORMS g2 % O T - e G sl ey s =
P OF THE GUNS WILL BE PROMVTLY REPORTED .AS SOO¥ AS : . &3 & e e ol L.z
R N “rn oL . . . : - e o - e - l Tunette D' . > .
' OLSERVEM. © . : . BE- s o e e - =
‘ -+ 3th.’'No pgr.--')n;,mt connected with the g:\\'l"l."t)h.: of the - e 3 2 g i R | Inne;. L. . =z =
A - -feld works il be atiowed to enter them eXEEp! el e visit . S o oF T - te Dn &3 Ty 2 -
! , + them on duty, ov who have passes signed by compatsnt - P T g2 g RN ! Lun(_‘;;- i ' . s
* . v . 4 N < . - ite. YTe e - Ay
R thority; nor will ahy person, exeept comnuss'.ormd officers, oF N g o =2 fmmm ! SO - .
s thoze whose duty requires them to do 59, be allowed to enler” . '| . -3 8 E e = | Tune'; - - = -
. . . . . 1 - ———t 4 e I . —
- the magazing OF touch the guns: their implements or cquip- / 5 e £ 5 : ce | Pt =
Lo : ' = - L s - 1 o= — ‘ . LT T R =
. wents. P : i o6 X S -~ | = P em— o -
i ; Lt PSS : ! @ 50 ! o L - ~.
R i, The gavred can greatly jnprove the work Ly sod- ' 2% S TR el Rl I Lunette P:zv-1ic . =
AN ding the superior (upper) lope of the parapety and also the : =58 s ; i oL | l'_"—_"‘ - ) P _
R _ csterior of outkR slope, OF by sowing RIASS seed on e s e == N polmnet IS
P . . . . AL . ] - : - . -
1 perior slope first covering 1t with- surface cail, 'The gras 5% & . S ] i = .
T A L2 ~ w2 i lad Redonly Dot .
: eovered or cadded portions of the parapets travnrscs, Mag- i . g%rz § R | p Do - . =
gines, &¢., should be ‘acecisionally: watereld in dry weather, . FFIL 8 :" - = | R; - 4 T
) » ) 35 = i - dowht : =
_and the grass kept eluscly eut. | - : S B 3 edouint 7. 00 Yol . z
IEERALE The armament of a tort; having heen onee estublished . &> 3 P al T l: Pc.d*—lA , S A
swill not be changed except by quthority of the Comnander : %g .;; z i L ) 4 ouls S0 =2 o
£ (he District, g(‘r\j_f\‘nphi(:\l dbp:\rhm:ni or.ATIMY COVPE. ' Bat T I :| o ~ } e 7 .
he Pistnicl, &5 A . ', SRR S - | Redoubt 3% 72" R
‘ e o ' - . L 553z % t I B . ER
. : .. 2& == & H . & R
B L3RRS R - . oM
O : | I R g
’ N L. T - |2 ! a8 . ‘——"“ - - ;
’ o ' v . =€ag I I Demi-Luz:ie G PR
. FEFS 0 TS Tretanvan S
. g i , 2 3
. , ' - g. - E—n - - = . | Redan Van Chree L -
o . : 3 '_’_:.E:.'; i o . 3
| S . =g ek H - Batiery Turel iy -t
f » o g’g-' . “e s oofrmo o mrereais : -
y . ' Y Frug T —ms s - . ’
) 4 - “ooes 9 o B . -
. ®3% . ° || Dattesy o T
- o N LR I T e )
- ) . - = g gg [ .__::‘:_ ) ] Batiery Conft. - g P
. . 327 e = ) n Reserve ’ :
. l‘--’_-_-‘ :!..r.. oot R "~I~--... : M
o2z ; o - at
i o ACGLRIGATY

-~

R .
ﬁn“-‘i“wﬁw"ﬁy—é@ e .
b BPPRAY PR PR TS Y
200 -3 XSSP 2 m v
SUPPRIE WOV OUR . o - .
GF R s, BT



T

1
]
L
at
;
3
;
3
s
]

R

Yest'w

Afttcr the Battlo of Z-!}zr;fz'
the Armny of the C‘ﬁmbe‘r_?:‘:':l; vl
Rosccrgns, occupi‘ed If\.‘r.ft'cest-.:
fedé’ﬁte £ rces, the Arry of ©

Ur - o

During tbe si*c month» ‘:.7
Blue and Gr r"y, reorg'mi “doen?
for'bificat}.om, near the 2
du.ring the carly - awges G th v
mirht be crllectcd and p 'c"l

the fortiﬁ" ’ti'*"‘

the givernment beyer-t iha v
as a Lase, and the.:« 't hon
the cessionists or nt ¥

*

v

2 _of t1 ops on the 1*.
40 bc the largest a

mass: ‘e forts, the

the ) ng lincs of v
of wlich railread t- -
which have boen tor .
~all rredk velumes i-.‘, \
howev °r, be inferre i
then alones’ The hr

. Anorficor

"\ .
.*S' W‘:z S
T-BTha zonocr Brigad vogont
Jamen St Clair Mori rlaiy
frees'ioro, wnich ha en'c

t1nuin("> he prcsonts LA r,r:-d“

It'1 last work (T' . “ion\ ol ;:-’}'_ 320 BRNIRES
“the C)' TS
Y finest ©10

' 'usands t

SORG Ty

PR
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The Union Army'i ’hhief of Lrelllory reported that e total
e total of 137 guns wore sngaged on the Union oido.l The types

ln'l uumber: wore 3 follmz SR ”f‘ﬂ% SUPER ,
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" Y :
BER SR :‘?': -

X
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; e
{\_ (.'}'_: I3 1

lz-pdr.nowitzers L5 2ALLEY Dy i,:lav -f.':::g;' & "
QAN 2

‘rJames Rifles-. . L3¢, 88 0
et s !spolom(light rum)zo
’““2’? 3=inoh rifles -
%G lz-pdr:*!h.rda
£z Sord-pari® Wisrds

X

@ U3k of ‘the artillery.oocurred cn Jenuary 2,:1863, when the
’bonfcdmﬁés cafe uider's heavy fire of 58 Union guns assembled
b; capﬁh Johii Zendenfial},:Chlef of "Artillery, left Wing. Be-
twien 1700 andi' 3000 Confederatd oasualties occurred in less then

an hour'l  £iring.2

mntioned typu wore probably engaged with the oxception of the

...5he left wing had a greater proportion of lo-pdr T

seooth boroc and lz-pdr. ho'itgera. On the day af'ter this tn-
sucdesaful’ sttack, the Confederates rotreated trom Burfreesboro.
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hede’ gunn Yedre’dlatributed among 25 batteriec. lloat offec-

- These guns- bolonged to the 3 divisions of the
L{oft Wing atid the 2nd divisicn of the center. “All of the above
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1/1 ‘sumiation of tho nuzhors mcnticm& in tha mpwt nf coio Jmu Bamf&.
7,_in War of the Robolnon. ‘orfioia) Reecrds of the Unlm and %ntedorsh imies.
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f&r“t.lo : uport of Goneul. Roooonnn)P. 196

repart of Goneral Breokbnridge )P.787
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oompleto repcrt of' the 8emfedemte artillery ongage& was

7

‘_ Ao not made,; but it is evident that.the fellowing types wers useds;

xmpo eona. - .Tﬂfwitz r3,. 6-pdr.. m&wﬁbores. zi-“pd?: *Qw
‘ 153';%53 » S-uxnh rltles. About 20-22 hﬁterios were ongaged.‘

b s 8% Artuler}_in Redoubt Branna.n. ' o ; T "“é‘?l-:) '
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_Ae After gho qgonyation of murfreesboro by yni croes,.an . elabornto
fortit igftfonji(g emté-uoted to guard the tm.j;p'fhia Sortifica-
. tion was, oalled; Pori?resa Rosgorens. Today, ome of the redoubﬁs

,,,,,

~called Eedoubt Bramnan, u included in the pu-i“ RS ‘&«Z

R "0

Bodoubt Brannan oonaisted oﬁ« ok\win&xx

s
S _ 8 Bo-pdr. Parrotta . 5’
B .. . e .8 = 12«pdre fleld gu;d(napoie "‘)’M}
o : vl Y - 8e Howitzer‘tz-wud D Emoeys
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o Ae Rostomtion of ths 'battery positiona oooupied by the troopa on
o Dec. 31, 1862, does not seem ‘advisable, since such reatoration
2% - .. would be restricted to only A fow'Union batteries. (Other posi-

‘ .tions aro outside the Park Consideretion should dbe given,
" however, to the replacemsnt of som» of tho urtillery ongaged on
Jan. 2,:1863. (Hemienhall'a 56 guns). o

I . T Bw'ing tha Unien econpat!cm of lauri‘reasboro. the armmt of

designed to acquaint visitors vith the types of guns used in the
battle, hor they were fired, eto., would enhancs the value of the

I | L3 ﬁ. An artillery oxhibit located at a central point in the Park and
l arecae. Far this pwpose at.lendt one gun of the various typea used

tn the battle should be méa availadle.

: I * 0.' '!ho oonpleto arnmnt of Redrmbt Brannan lhould be raatored.

l Spor oxamplo sce reports of such artillory officers as Robertaon, in
O.B¢, Yole XX, Part I, p. 768-761; Bumphreys, P. 9663 Bm-ott. P. 768

I ‘S:mmtion of battorie: inoluded in return- nf Genersal Bragg. Ope cit.
y. 658-661.

¢

l 0. Re &riu I. 701. 69. Part II. Pe 2-803 (noport ol z. B. rouer)
‘0. Qe Re, Beriu. I, Vol, xxxn. 9.98 -
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i .@:o;:’f‘? | Umted S‘«:ate Departmmf: cf the Intermr ,
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l* WL}},V L C v .- NATIONAL. PARK . %“N'ﬁ';{’.._ : ‘ STONES RIS % 5_ ;
: bcapitulatitmo' USOUTHEAST Mgl . .,m,.;.uw‘oj“"'. T 3Th 3
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““?““"’;"‘2“2»;5 To fulfil) the dinfiin nésds%et S5oas River Tabiamal, wit”
Pére livs vith tho abwo roomendations. the follouring are
A moded: , e .

- RS
- . : B AR
o FI5 SRR

So-pdr. Parrott:: T U1+ James Rifle
HBapoleons N Julwﬂhw :
Howitzers - : 1 "12-pdr Wiard =~
10-pdr Parrott L Y  Gmpdr Wiard
8-pdr Smooth bore N 1 2¢-par Howitzer ©
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' » Respeatfully submitted, ' Z
From:  ° "Actiuzg S ﬁsf’m &imc' o,ur, .n.-u.su? wL pe:a‘,‘ioas e

‘Subject:  Rescasch E”:'s;;srﬁ "Tae Hici.ory of E
by Bdwin Ga Bedrsgs -
by Bdwd 5 . Goorge « Emory,

"~ Enclosed we m, Sending yem the req.xested copy u... Iwﬂ&atorical !echnioian
mnn“cianad rosyureh repovt, -which we have copied frcm the available
. document’ in our Regionszl Office Library: '
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