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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 

K NOW YOU R S E R V ICE (NO.9) 

.gad)' Ad.ministration Of the Parks 

During the 44 years between the establishment of Yellowstone National Park in 1872 
and the creation of the National Park Service in 1916 - particularly during the 28 years 
between 1872 and 1900- the new national parks had some rather difficult administrative 
experiences. There was no centralized administration until the establishment of the Serv
ice. "It cannot be said that such a thing as a park system existed, if the word 'system' 
be used in the sense of a disciplined, coordinated unit. Every park was in a very real 
sense a law unto itself, and the parks were more of a conglomeration ••• than a system". 
Yellowstone received no appropriation until six years after establishment, Yosemite eight 
years after, Sequoia and General Grant ten years after, and Mount Rainier seven years after. 

As was to be expected, the major problem confronting officials in the five new parks 
established before 1900 was the prevention of vandalism and organized commercialization of 
the It was a new experience to a lusty, growing Nation to have such fabulous natur
al wealth retired and set apart for the enjoyment 01' the common people, and a job 01' real 
proportions to get across the idea of preservation for park use. Some unpleasant situa
tions developed and U. S. Army units were stationed in the areas to put teeth in such reg
ulations as there were. 

In her R01IIance Of the Parks Miss Harlean James paints the early Yellowstone 
picture: "As soon as the park was created, applications began to pour in on the Secretary 
of the Interior for leases and concessions of all sorts. Apparently, many people thought 
they could still 'take up' land within the park ••• all sorts of merchants, ranehe rs, • 
and innkeepers • • • applied for licenses. HUnters also gave much trouble". 

Dr. Carl P. Russell in his One Hundred. Years in Yosemite reenacts the early scene 
there: "Since pioneer days, sheep and cattlemen had enjoyed unrestricted use of the ex
cellent range which was now forbidden them. Naturally they were reluctant to abandon it. 
Their trespass was the most formidable threat with which the troopers were confronted •• 
When the first offenders were taken into custody, it was found that no law provided for 
their • •• Nothing daunted, the superintendent put the captured herders under 
arrest and escorted them across the most mountainous regions to a far boundary of the park. 
There they were liberated. The herder's sheep were driven out of the reserve at another 
distant point". By the time each herder had rounded up his own sheep he had had a discour
aging experience. 

For the first ten years after their estabUshment in 1890 Sequoia and General Grant 
had no military protection. Timber interests and poachers took what they could from these 
rugged, roadless areas. Some of the Big Tree groves; the prineipal feature tor wbicb the 
parks were set aside, were owned by private interests. When appropriations were made in 
1900 troops went into Sequoia and General Grant and patrolled the areas until 1913. 

Mount Rainier, being an almost inaccessible part of Rainier National Forest, did not 
present so serious a protection problem. The Forest supervisor and the soldiers, stationed 
there in 1907, handled the situation. 
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TrHHaa Stee ~ and Orater Lake 

In a country schoolhouse in Kansas in 1870 a boy unwrapped the newspaper which con
tained his lunch and casually scanned the rwnpled colwnns as he munched his sandwich and 
cookies. After a moment his tousled head moved into the paper and his jaw slowed to a 
stop. He saw something which intrigued him. The boy was William Gladstone Steel. What 
he saw in the newspaper was a story about "a lake in the top ot a mountain." The lake was 
far away across the great plains, across the Great· Divide, deep i~ the Cascade mountains 
of Oregon, and the boy was Just a boy in school, but he said to himself that SClDe day he 
would see that lake--and he did. 

Two years later, probably feeling something of the lure of the West which stirred in 
the boy, the Steel family moved to Oregon, and. young William asked everyone he met about 
the lake in the mountain. For seven years he found no one who had even heard ot it, and 

not until two years after that did he find a man who had seen it. But there were tolks in 
Oregon who knew about the lake and the fact that it had been "discovered" three times: 
first on June 12, 1853 when a miner named John Wesley Hil1lll&l1 accidentally rode up to its 
brim on a mule and named it Deep Blue Lake; next in 1862 when a party of six mtners, led 
by Chauncey Nye, came upon it and cut the name to Blue Lab; and for the last "otficfal" 
time in 1865 by a g~oup of soldiers from Fort Klamath, who called the place Lake Majesty •• 
The name which stuck--trater Lake--was the idea of a party of visitors from JacbonvUle, 
Oregon, who climbed up there in 1869. 

In 1885--13 years after his family came 1:.0 Oregon-- William Steel saw tor the first 
time his lake inside the mountain. Having heard ot Yellowstone National Park, established 
the year he came to Oregon, WUI1am Steel, during the first few breathless 1IIOIII8nts he 
stood at the rim of the deep volcanic lake, came to the sudden, certain conclUillion that 
this, too, must be Ii national park. He went back to his home im Portland, where he was in 
the Postal Service, and got 250 important people to sign a petition to President Grover 
Cleveland, asking that ten townships, including Cra:ter Lake, be taken out of the pubUc 
domain for sate keeping from claim stakers. President Cleveland. granted the request, and 
William Steel concentrated on establishment of the park. 

For 17 years this determined man from the big and vigorous Northwest commuted between 
Oregon and the Nation's capital, spent his own BlOI'ley and gave most of his time to the ful
tillment of his dream. On May 22, 1902--32 years after he read about it in the newspaper 
around his lunch ... -the Congress Mde William Steel's lake in the top of a mountain Crater 
Lake National Park. That great conservationist, President Theodore Roosevelt, signed the 
bill and the growing "system" of national parks was increased to six, all in the West. 
William Steel was Crater Lake park's second. superintendent, a position he resigned to be
come U. S. COElissioner for the park. Upon his death in 1934 his daughter was named to 
succeed him. 

A description 01' Crater Lake's unusual natural characteristics w111 be the subject of 
Know Yoar. Service No. 11. 
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Orater Lake's NatwG L Oharacteristics 

Crater Lake, the reason for Crater Lake National Park, is the deepest lake in the 
Western Hemisphere. It has neither inlet nor outlet, yet its water is as f~sh as a MOun
tain spring. This water COJQeS from rain and snow. The annual snow fall around the lake 
covers trees and buildings and cOllllllUl'lication lines and piles up a wonderland for skiers. 
In 1886 the depth of the lake was measured as 1,996 feet. There Is no ev idence of a fluc
tuation of MOre than 13 feet. The average seasonal fluctuation is two feet. It is high 
in the summer, full of melted snow; and lower in the winter when the Cascade world is fro
zen. There is no record of the lake itself ever having frozen over, though its elevation 
above the sea is 8,lM feet. 

The lake lies in the grave of an extinct volcano. The original cone, which was des
troyed to form the lake bed, probably rose between 5',000 and 8,000 f'eetabove the present 
rim. This destruction of the towering cone was, geologically speaking, a recent event--
probably no MOre than 5,000 years ago. The overall area inside the jagged rim is 27 square 
miles, and the area of the lake's· surface is 21 square miles. This createa the unique sit
uation of a body of water 21 square miles i~ area and 1,996 teet deep kept full by precip
itation on a 27-square cmile watershed. 

There were no :fish in Crater Lake until it was stocked with rai~ trout : in 1889. 
Since then the National Park Se~ice bas added 2,000,000 rainbow trout andsilver-side sal
MOn. Despite.the :fact there Is neither inlet nor outlet these fish spawn and lIIUltiply. In 
the case of the silver-side salmon: ,this is extraordinary; for it is an accepted fact that 
the happy spawning grounds of this species are up flowing streaM which run lato the sea. 
After four years of limnological research at Crater Lake Dr. ArthurD. Hasle!' and D. S. 
Farner, instructors in the Department 'of zoology at the University of Wisconsin, found· 
"complete evidenee that the salmon spawn in Crater Lake." In a lette.!' to Superintendent 
E. P. I.eavltt of Crater Lake p8.l'k on January 31, 1911 Dr. Hasler st .. ted his CUe: "There 
bave been no salmon planted in Crate!' Lake for the last three years, yet the!'e is an 
abundance o:f one-year and two-year old fish as proved by the scales taken from them. To 
verify this finding I have sent the scales to other scientists who bave corroborated my 
readings. " 

The first two of Crater Lake's three "discoverers" named it Deep Blue La_ and Blue 
Lake, and those who see it now get the same reaction. Actually, the lalle Is colorless, 
refracting the sunlight and reflecting the sky. When the sky Is blue, the laJae is blue. 
If the sky is full of clouds, the lake is full of clouds. If the sunset blazes, the lake 
blazes. When the lake is still and glassy the lava rim, lifting from 500 to 2,000 feet 
above the water, turns upside down; and the two islands---Wizard, the volcanic cone; and 
Phantom Ship, the twisted lava pile---look down at themselves in amazement. 
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Wind (Ja,ve --The Park Idea Moves Eastward 

Three hundred million years bef'ore President Calvin Coolidge made the Black Hills 
of' South Dakota familiar to the newsreel customers the region was neighborhood talk 
in the grunts and squeals of such prehistoric characters as three-toed horses, St. 
Georgian alligators and armor-plated rhinoceroses. All these citizens were plowed 
under in the turn of' geological events, but new occupants took up residence when the 
restless Sioux Indians climbed over the Alleghenies and headed west looking for a 
happier hunting ground. When the &ioux reached what is now southwest South Dakota 
they saw and liked the Black Hills and claimed them in their range. 

One thing pretty special to the Sioux aside from the plentiful game and other 
Indians to fight, was a little hole in the ground through which air whistled in and 
out. To the IndiaJ~ of the Great Plains this was the Home of the Four Winds, and thus 
a sacred spot, closely associated. in their belief's with the Breath of Life and the 
Vital Principle. To this general legend the resourceful Sioux added one of their own: 
According to Chief Joe White Bull (Pte San Hunka), nephew of the late great Sitting 
Bull, the Sirna like to think that Wakan Tanka, the Great Mystery, sent the buf'faloes 
out through the wind crack to populate the plains with fresh meat. It was these con
victions which f'ired the Sioux with such enthusiasm when they defended their Hills 
against the white man. 

From 1874, when George Custer's expedition f'ound gold on French Creek, until 
1886 the Black Hills bommed along, developing such citizens as Wild Bill Hickok, Dead
wood Dick, Calamity Jane and Preacher Smith. One of the mo-repeacef'ul pioneers to 
come in the region was Tom Bingham. One day in 1881 while hunting deer, Bingham heard 
a whistling sound in the underbrush, got of'f' his horse, and f'ound the small hole in 
the ground leading to the Indians' Cave of the Winds. Bingham probablywas the first 
white man to come on what is now Wind Cave National Park. 

Local pride in the Black Hills and the Cave of the Winds spread to national rec
ognition and in the last decade of the 19th century, considerable interest was gener
ated in establishment of' a national park. The Far West had six national parks and the 
idea was moving eastward. On January 9, 1903, Congress, now more accustomed to the 
national park idea, passed legislation establishing Wind Cave National P-J.l"k and putting 
it under the control of' the Secretary of the Interior. On March 4, 1931 Congress act
ed again, this time to extend the park's boundaries to the present area of 12,639 
acres. 

Wind Cave itself probably is about 10. square miles in area, though not f'ully ex
plored. The hole which the Indians worshipped and Tom Bingham ftdiscoveredft is 10 in
ches in diameter and the only known natural opening. The entrace now used by visi
tors was made by cutting 6 feet underground to a wind tunnel. The geological forma
tions in the cave are of the unusual boxwork and frostwork types. The familiar stal
actites and stalagmites are practically nonexistent. The rock in which the cave is 
formed is perhaps 300 million years old; the cave very much younger. Not all the 
park's attractions are underground. Over its rolling acres run some of'the finest 

buffalo, antelope, elk, and deer herds in North America. 
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The O1-igin of the Antiquities Act of 1908 

Miss Cora E. Whitford and Mr. Edgar ~e Hewett, a school teacher, were married on 
September 16, 1891. Three years later the young school teacher became superintendent of 
the training department at the State Normal College at Greeley, Colorado. Mrs. Hewett be
came ill not long after, and her young husband, determined to arrest the sickness, put to
gether a team and a buckboard and took his wife to the Valley Ranch, 26 miles east of San
ta Fe, New Mexico. Every day when the sun was warm and healing Professor Hewett hitched up 
and took his wife for a ride. They often went down Pecos Canyon to the Pecos Ruins, rem
nants of the great pueblo community where part of the fabulous Coronado's expedition spent 
the winter of 1540. Fascinated by the ruins, Hewett would leave his wife to rest in the 
sunshine while he inspected the remains of the ancient village. 

They came back to Valley Ranch every summer until 1898 when the young teacher became 
President of New Mexico Normal University at Las Vegas, 46 miles east of the ranch and the 
ruins he loved so well. He bought Valley Ranch and became a resident of the Southwest. 
Now his wife could be in the sun always and he could study the ruins forever. On one trip 
he went to Chaco Canyon, in the Navajo country of central New MeXico, and saw a sight that 
set him off in a rage: a crew of men were excavating the exquisite ruins of Pueblo Bonita 
with teams and scrapers Just to see what they could find. Ai'ter speaking a piece to these 
fellows, he returned to Santa Fe, the Territorial capital, and put on enough pressure to 
have a representative of the General Land Office go to Chaco Canyon and stop the desecra
tion. The man had to stop it with words alone; there was no law to back him; no law to 
protect any ruin from anybody. Professor Hewett thought about this a great deal, and soon 
his thoughts were heard where they could count--in the Congr.ess. 

When Ethan Allen Hitchcock of Missouri was Secretary of the Interior in the cabinet 
of President Theodore RooseVelt, he got a letter from W. A. Richards, COIIIIIissioner of the 
General Land Office, on October 5, 1904, recommending that the Department do something 
official about the preservation of "historic ruins and other objects of historic and sci
entific interest upon the public domain." Mr. Richards told Mr. ~itchcock that the matter 
"had been before (his) office for consideration for a number of years· but there had been 
"considerable difficulty" in handling it "owing to the lack of information of a sufficiently 
comprehensive nature." With the letter went Just exactly the kind of information Mr. Rich
ards had been looking for. It had been provided by Professor Hewett. What the professor 
said in it was supplemented and backed up by such substantial authorities as Dr. J. Walter 
Fewkes of the Bureau of American Ethnology, Dr. Walter Hough of the National Museum, A. F. 
Bandelier of the American Museum of Natural History and S. J. Holsinger, a special agent 
for the General Land Office. 

"Unquestionably., said the report, "some of these regiOns are sufficiently rich in 
historic and scientific interest and scenic beauty to warrant their organization into 
permanent national parks. General legislation providing for the creation and administra
tion of such parks and providing for the excavation of ruins in the interests of science 
only is urgently needed." The report tied the loose ends together and fortified those in 
the Congress who had been trying to do something about saving the historic ruins, and 
other objects of historic and scientific interest throughout the land. Four bills on the 
Subject were introduced in the 58th Congress, but it was the 59th that delivered the goods. 
The bill which became known as the Antiquities Act of June 8, 1906, was S. 4698. Know Y01IIr 
Service No. 14 will interpret the Act and describe its early application. 
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AppHcation of the Antiquities Act 

The Act for the Preservation of American Antiquities, known generally as The Antiqui
ties Act of June 8, 1906, is in four sections. The first of these prohibits the violation 
of historic or prehistoric objects on lands controlled by the Goverm.nt of the United 
States; the second gives the President authority to establish national monuments by proc
lamation; the third arranges for the granting of special permits for "reputable museums, 
universities, colleges, or 'other recognized scientific or educational institutions" to ex
plore and study the ruins; and the fourth section says that the Government departments in
volved shall "make and publish from time to time uniform rules and regulations for the 
purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act." 

The first national monument to be established after passage of the Antiquities Act 
was Devil's Tower, the 8OO-foot monolith of volcanic rock in northeastern Wyom~, desig
nated on September 24, 1906. This 1,153 acre area is known as the oldest national monu
ment, though famed old Casa Gr~nde,' the prehistoric mansion at Coolidge, Arizona, was set 
aside by Congress as a valuable public spot on March 2, .1889 and held national park status 
from 1892 until 1918, when it became a national monument. Six months after the Act was 
approved, and three months af~r Devil's Tower attained monument status, three others came 
in on December 8, 1906; El Morro in New Mexico; and MontezUllJa Castle and Petrified Forest 
in Arizona. In 1907 fo11owed'three prehistoric dwellings of unusual interest, Chaco Can
yon and Gila Cliff Dwellings in Ne~ Mexico, and Tonto in Arizona. Six were established in 
1908 as the monument movement' spread into. California with Muir Woods and Pi~c1es, and 
into Colorado with the designation of Wheeler National Monument, a place of fant4Stic vol
canic relics. 

The first "Uniform Rules and Regulations to carry out the provisions" of t~ Antiqui
ties Act were Signed on December 28, 1906, by Secretary of the Interior Ethan Allen Hitch
cock, Secretary of Agriculture James Wilson and Secretary of War William Howard !Taft. At 
that time properties under the supervision of all three departments were involvftd in the 
Act's provis ions, but in 1933 Franklin Roosevelt, by Executive Order, transferred! all these 
Agricultural and War areas to the jurisdiction of the Department 01' the Interior and con

centrated them in the National Park Service. In '1933 there were 65 national m0D$m8nts in 
24 states and Alaska. The areas represented history, archaeology, geology, unusual fauna, 
and flora and superlative natural beauty. They ranged in size from the one-tenth of an 
acre in Father Willet ,Cross National Monument in New York to the 2,697,590 acreslln Alas
ka's Katmai Monument which contains the Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes. In appearance they 
reached from the Statue of Liberty's torch to Death Valley's land below the sea. 

The Antiquities Act grew with the Nationa:l Park Service. Passed for the express pur
pose of protecting the exquisite ruins of' the Southwest, it developed to preserve Spanish 
miSSiOns, old forts, groves of big trees, historic landmarks and structures, and an ex
panse of gypsum that looks like snow. Between 1933 and June 1941, 17 national monuments 
were established. Of the 82 national monumebts existing in June 1941~ 72 were established 
under the Antiquities Act and 10 were established by special acts of Congress. The monu
ments range from Appomattox Court House, where the Confederacy quietly surrendered in Vl~
ginia, to the Badlands of South Dakota, and to mysterious old Fort Jefferson where Sam~l 
Mudd, the man who set the leg of John Wilkes Booth, later cleaned "yellow jack" out of tIle 
Dry Tortugas. 
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Apptication of the Antiquities Act 

The Act ~or the Preservation o~ American Antiquities, known generally as The Antiqui
ties Act or June 8, 1906, is in ~our sections. The ~irst of these prohibits the violation 
of historic or prehistoric objects on lands controlled by the Government o~ the United 
States; the second gives the President authority to establish national monuments by proc
lamation; the third arranges ~or the granting o~ special permits ~or "reputable DRlSeums, 
universities, colleges, or other recognized scienti~ic or educational institutions" to ex
plore and study the ruins; and the fourth section says that the Government departments in
volved shall "make and publish ~rom time to time uni~orm rules and regulations ~or the 
purpose o~ carrying out the prOVisions o~ this Act." 

The ~irst national monument to be established a~ter passage of the Antiquities Act 
was Devil's Tower, the SUO-foot monolith o~ volcanic rock in northeastern Wyoming, desig
nated on September 24, 1906. This 1,153 acre area is known as the oldest national monu
ment, though famed old Casa Grande, the prehistoric mansion at Coolidge, Arizona, was set 
aside by Congress as a valuable public spot on March 2, 1889 and held national park status 
from 1892 until 1918, when it became a national monument. Six months a~ter the Act was 
approved, and three months after Devil's Tower. attained monument status, three others came 
in on December 8, 1906; El Morro in New Mexico; and Montezuma Castle and Petrified Forest 
in Arizona. In 1907 followed three prehistori~ dwellings o~ unusual interest, Chaco Can
yon and Gila Cliff Dwellings in Ne~ Mexico, and Tonto in Arizona. Six were established in 
1908 as the monument movement spread iI)to· Cali~ornia with Muir Woods and Pinnacles, and 
into Colorado with the designation of Wheeler National Monument, a place o~ fantastic vol
canic relics. 

The ~irst "Uniform Rules and Regulations to carry out the proviSions" of the Antiqui
ties Act were signed on December 28, 1906, by Secretary of the Interior Ethan Allen Hitch
cock, Secretary of Agriculture James Wilson and Secretary of War William Howard Taft. At 
that time properties under the supervision o~ all three departments were involved in the 
Act's provisions, but in 1933 Franklin Roosevelt, by Executive Order, transferred all these 
Agricultural and War areas to the jurisdiction of the Department of the Interior and con
centrated them in the National Park Service. In '1933 there were 65 national monuments in 
24 states and Alaska. The areas represented history, archaeology, geology, unusual fauna, 
and flora and superlative natural beauty. They ranged in size from the one-tenth o~ an 
acre in Father Millet Cross National Monument in New York to the 2,697,590 acres in Alas
ka's Katmai Monument which contains the Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes. In appearance they 
reached from the Statue of Liberty's torch to Death Valley's land below the sea. 

The Antiquities Act grew with the National Park Service. Passed for .the exppess pur
pose of protecting the exquisite ruins of the Southwest, it developed to preserve Spanish 
missions, old forts, groves of big trees, historic landmarks and struetures, and an ex
panse o~ gypsum that looks like snow. Between 1933 and June 1941, 17 national monuments 
were established. Of the 82 national monuments existing in June 1941~ 72 were established 
under the Antiquities Act and 10 were established by special acts of Congress. The monu
ments range from Appomattox CourtHouse, where the Confederacy quietly surrendered in Vir
ginia, to the Badlands o~ South Dakota, and to mysterious old Fort Jefferson where Samuel 
Mudd, t~ man who set the leg of John Wilkes Booth, later cleaned .yellow Jack" out of the 
Dry Tortugas. 
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Mesa Ye-ra.e--P-rehistod,c "Big 'fown" 

(NO. 15) 

Fif'teen thousand years bef'ore Columbus did it the hard way, a lot of' f'olks' f'rom 
Asia were walking back and f'orth across a strip of' land that connected what are now 
Siberia and Alaska. They weren' tl()W-browed mumblers and grunters; they were highly 
developed people who went southward !'rom Alaska and roamed the American West 150 cen
turies bef'ore Europeans penetrated the Black Forest. For 13,000 years these people 
lived f'rom hunting and lef't no marks of' settlement. Then, according to Don Watson in 
his exquisite book, C Litt Pa Lace: 'fhe St01"Y ot An Ancient City I af'.ter w.atching their 
breakf'ast run over the hill f'or 130 centuries, "some ancient Burbank produced corn" 
and they settled down to f'arming. 

One of' the places these early Indian tribes liked especially well was the Ameri-
. " I 

can Southwest. Here they built their cliff dwellings and pueblos; here they 1>uilt 
the greatest of' them all--the Cliff palace in what is now Mesa Verde National Park in 
the southwestern corner of' Colorado. Construction of' this prehistoric "Big ~own" 
probably was begun as late as 1050 A.~. by a band of' Indians, later called Pueblbs by 
the Spaniards f'rom the Spanish "pueblo", meaning "village" .. From 1050 until 12761 A.D. 
the Cliff Palace was a center of' Indian culture. Then C8.llle the Great Drought, I and 
during the next 24 insuf'f'erable years the population of' the agricultural city di~ or 
wandered away, never to return. I 

i 

. . ! 

The great city" clung to its high cave in the side of' the mesa through the! 200 
years between the drought and the coming of' Columbus and Coronado; clung 200 mor~ un

til 1776 when Padre Escalante spent a night not f'ar away. By 1859, when Captain I J.N. 
I 

Macomb and Prof'essor J. S. Newberry explored the region, the Mesa Verde (green t~ble) 
had been f'ound and named by the Spaniards, but still no one had come upon the siuent 
city. In 1874 the ubiquitouS W. H. Jackson almost f'ound it, and did f'ind and p~oto
graph Two-Story House, but he went on like the others and Clif'f' Palace continuefi its 

! wait f'or the white man. 

I 
This wait of' six centuries ended on a snowy December day in 188~. The disclover-

ers were three boys--Richard and Alf'Mkl Wetherill, brothers; and-their brother-in-law, 
• I 

Charlie. Mason. They were riding a strange range in search of' st-rays when sud~enly 
the Palace loomed through the veil of'snow. At that moment, says Don Watson, "In all 
that vast wUderness there was no s.ound but the sof't hiss of' the" snowf'lakes aJt the 
throbbing of' the boys' hearts." In ~ months and yea.rs iDnedlately f'ollowlng the 
discovery the great dead city was attacked alike by Sincere. students and rav~nous 
"pot hunters." Much of' its histQl"Y • was learned and much carted away. Through I the 
excitement broke a f'eeling that the Palace and some of' the surrounding country sihould 
be preserved in a national park. Tile Colorado Clif'f' Dwellers $oeiety was org~nized 
f'or Just this purpose by the late )frs. Gilbert McClurg of' Colorado Springs. I Other 
inf'luential groups and individuals moved into action and on June 29, 1906 Co~ress 
brought Mesa Verde National Park to_reality. 
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PZatt lationaZ Park--!lhe HeaZing 1faters 

(NO. 16) 

, 
When the Sulphur Springs Reservation in south-central Oklahoma became Platt Na-

I 
tional Park on June 29, 1906, through Congressional action, the national park IPove-
ment reached further toward the East than at any time in the 34 years since th. es
tablishment of' Yellowstone. The eastern terminus heretof'ore had been Wind Cav~ in 
South Dakota, established on January 9, 1903. A good idea was headed in the tight 
direction. 

I 

Sulphur Springs Reservation was established on July 1, 1902 to preserve a n~ber 
of' cold water springs with exceptional healing properties. There are 32 large springs 

I 

and several smaller ones, running through a wooded, rolling countryside. Eighteen of' 
the larger springs are classed as sulphur; six as f'resh water, f'our as iron,! and 
three as bromide.· Because it comes out of' the ground in a national park, all of'1 this 
water is f'ree, but f'olks who intend to drink prodigiOUS amounts had better take ~t up 
with the doctor. I 

i 

The water in Platt National Park has these virtues because Nature thoUkhtl that 
was a good place to have them bubble up, but the inevitable Indian legend has i~ an
other way. In his !the Book of the lationa Z Parks, Robert Sterling Yard tells ~t the 
way Colonel R. A. Sneed, f'or years the Superintendent of' Platt, passed it on to i him. 

I 

It has to do with a small determined band of' Delaware Indians, who wandered aU the 
I 

way f'rom Alabama and f'inally f'ound a resting place with the Chickasaws in sou~hern 

~~ I 

! 

i 
Big Chief' of' the Delawares was the late great Wahpanucka, among whose most treas

I 
ured possessions was a lovely daughter named De.erf'ace. Many young braves sought! her 

I 
hand, but two handsome Delawares stood out among them. The old chief' decided ! that 
these two should leap down 200 f'eet f'rom what is I\OW Bromide Cliff into the stream 
below, and that the survivor would wed Deerf'ace and succeed him as Chief' of' the ~la
wares. They jumped, but neither survived; then Deerf'ace jumped; and an image o~ her 
f'ace, they say, can be seen to this day on one of' the rocks of'the clif'f'. Old Wa~pan-

I 
ucka just stood there and cried and his tears f'iltered down through the cliff ~oeks 
and so pur1f'ied the water of' Bromide and MediCine Springs below that f'orever after 

I 

they will be .possessed with relll!dial qualities which make it a cure f'or all ~uman 

ailments. -
! 

• I 

Platt National Park is so named in honor of' the late Orville Hitchcock P~attJ 

U. S. Senator f'rom Connecticut f'or 26 years, who was active in the passage of' t~ es
tablishing legislation. Congress acted f'avorably on the matter largely as a r~su1t 
of' the ef'f'orts of' the people of' southern Oklahoma who thought their Sulphur Springs 
Reservation should have national recognition. Senator Platt was a lover of' the! out
doors and a keen student of' Indian af'f'airs. He had a superb physique which e~bled 
him to establish an enviable record in school athletics. The Platt Amendment, *hich 
governed Cuban-American relations between 1901 and 1934, also bears his name. H, was 
f'requently considered as a vice presidential possibility, but his personal poli~ical 

, I 

ambitions went no f'~ther than the -Gentleman f'rom Connecticut. - ! 
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,J. H01"ace Nc1a-r Zand--8avi01" Of Beauty 

I 
In Barr isburg, Pa., there is a man who knows lIOI'e about roses than anybod)' in Ithe 

world. He also knows a lot about photography and printing, and prints a great .jany 
beautiful books in his Mount Pleasant Press. He plays the organ in the Meth~ist 
Church, and he organized the Harrisburg May Festival. He once led the tight aga nst 
commercialization or Niagara Falls with such determined vigor that President Tatt got 
letters on the subject frOll his own mother and wif'e. Ke was called into the Wes by 
John Muir. to help that great man labor in vain to save Keteh-Hetefly. He' lovesbe~ty, 
and thinks mankind should protect natural beauty and add. to it by _king pretty th~ngs 
himselt. He was 82 years old on Septelllber 24, 1911, and just as alert and actiY1il hen 
as he was when he won a personal fight for protection and beautification ot thtril Bar is-
burg river front in the 19th century. I 

. i 

His name is J. (for James) Horace McFarland. To people who really know a~out 
national parks this name is linked with Muir and Mather. Horace McFarland ste~ up 
frOll local protector of river banks to a savior of national beauty in spr~i1ld, 
Ohio, in 1901, when he was elected president of t~ new American league tor Civic IltR
prove_mt Associations. Three years later, at the St. Louis Exposition, this le~ 
joined with the American Park and Outdoor Art AsSOCiation to form the American Lei: 
for Civic Improvelll8nt, and Dr. McFarland was named president of that. This I.e 
became the American Civic ASsociation (now the American Planning and Civic.Ass i&.-
tion) of which Dr. McFarland was president for 21 years. I 

As head ot the increasingly-potent Alllerican Civic Association Dr. MeFarland$as 
in a strategic position to. conduct his "Crusade against Ugliness". With his Ian. ern 
s1i~s and his convincing arguments, he lectured in over 500 cities. In 1908 w n, 
IllUCh to the concern ot McFarland and SOllIe others, the national. parks were incre 1ng 

in number without any semblance of central administration or protective polIcy, .~es
!dent Theodore Roosevelt called a conservation Congress of Governol'tJ in Washing1on. 
Dr. McFarland, though no governor, was invited. :W1'Ien the proceedings of the C~ess 
were printed there were 18O,DOf) words about consel'V&"lon ot such resOUJ'ces as' oU land 
tillber and Blinerals, aut 2,000 words about the •• ervation or natural beauty. ~e 
words had been spollen by Dr. :MeFarla.nd and OD9other man who thought beauty was ian 
asset of real importance--Oovernor Charles EvaIMl ~s of New York. I 

By 1911 the American Civic Association hI.d becClllle important eDOllgh. to have ~es
!dent Taft and Secretary of the Interior Wal."r Lo Fisher or Illinois as sps ... r' at 
its annual convention. Both CaIIl8 because they were interested In the AssOC1atifn's 
efforts to have the national parks organized into a SysteBl adBlinistered by one. Fecjler
al agency established tor that purpose. The Association which atta1Ded. this objec
tive in 1916 with the establ1s~nt of the National Park S.rvlce, has cont:lnued to 

foster park ideals and to chaDlpion the National Park Service. 

other Source: 

ROIIUnce of the laticma ~ Fa-r ks. by 81u Bar leal'l Ja .. s, Mount 
B.rr 1sllura, P •• 

Tiko's 11M in AlII6rkaj A. If. lIarqu1s Co., Chieaao, 'Illinois. 
1he: 1101"'14 A lllCUlGC; Worlelleleg .... , lew York •• e. York. 

Co.veraationa .ith ll1aa J •• es. 
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J. Horace Mclarlana--3avior of Beauty 

In Harr isburg, :pa., there is a man who knows more about roses than anyb0d7 in It he 
world. He also knows a lot about photography and printing, and prints a great ~ 
beautiful books in his Mount Pleasant Press. He plays the organ in the Methodiist 
Church, and he organized the Harrisburg MAy Festival. He once led the 1'18ht aga~nst 
commercialization of Niagara Falls with such determined vigor that President Taft Igot 
letters on the subject from his own mother and wi1'e. He was called into the Wes~ by 
John Muir to 'help that great man la~or in vain to save Detcll-Hetcfiy. De loves bea~ty, 
and thinks mankind should protect natural beauty and add to it by making pretty th~ngs 
hiMself. He w .... 82 years old on September M, 19U, and just as alert and active ~hen 
as he was when he won a personal fight 1'01" protection and beautif'-ication 01' the lIarJ1is-
burg river t'ront in the 19th century. ' I 

I 

His name is J. (1'01' James) Horace McFarland. To people who reall,. know a~out 
national parks this name is linked with Muir and Mather. Horace McFarland steppe up 

from local protector of river banks to a savior of national beauty in Spring,fi ld, 
Ohio, in 1901, when he was elected president 01' the new American beague tor Civic ,Im
provement Associations. Three years later, at the St. u>uis Exposition, this beE 
joined with the American :park and Outdoor Art AsSOCiation to 1'orm the American Le 
1'01" Civic Improvement, and Dr. McFarland was named president 01' that. rIlis Ie 
became the American Civic. ASsociation (now the American Planning and Civic.Ass la-
tion) 01' Which Dr. McFarland was president 1'01" 21 years. I 

, I 

.As head 01' the increasingly-potent American Civic ASsociation Dr. )leFarland Iwas 
in a strategic position to conduCt his "Crusadeagainst Ugliness". With his lantlern 
slides and his convincing arguments, he lectur.ed in over 500 cities. In 1908 wtaen, 
mueh to the concern of' McFarland and some others, the national parks were iDore~ing 

in IlUIIIber Without, any seJllb, lan, ce 01' c, entral admi, riis,tration 01" ,protective pol1C~Y' ,es
ident Theodore Roosevelt called a conservation Congress 01' Governor. in Wash ,on. 
Dr. McFarland, though no governor" was invited. ~When the proceedings 01' the ess 
were printed the.,.. were 180,090 words about cOl'lll"~.~ion 01' such resources as oil and 

t1Jllber and minerais, aid 8,000 words abqut the f"~Clervation '01' natural beiLuty. ~e 
words had been spoken by Dr. McFarlf.md and one other man who thought beauty was! an 

, ' I 
asset of' real importance-Oovern'Or Charles EvanJ JJughes 'Or New York. ! 

By 1911 the American Civic Association had becone 1IIlp'OPtant enough t'O have 
Ident Tart and Secretary 01' the Interior Wal,ter L. Fishel' or Illinois as spe._r 
its annual convention. Both came because they,.re interested "n the' AssociaU 
efforts t'O have the national parks organized into a system administered by OI'IIf 1lI er
al agency established 1'91' that purpose. The .AsCioeiat1on Which attained this ob ee
tive in 1916 with the establishment 01' the National Park Service, has cont!JlQ8d t'O 

1'oster park ide8.ls and to Champion the National Park Service. 

Blbliocraphl1 ROIIICffCe! of the IationaZPtlrks, bl M1s" Bar1ean JaMS, Moullt Plea .... t 
Harrl$burg, Pa. 

1fh.o's Tfbo in A_rica; A. 5. Marquis Co., Chicago, Illinois. 
!the Tforld A lmnac; W01'ld1'.1e81'a., 5e. YOI'll:, " •• YOI'll:. 

Other 1I0urce: ConversatioDs witll JIb. Jaaes. 
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Glade.,. llJ ti OM' PtJ..,.1J - 191 0 

When Glacier Nati()D&l Park was establ1shed on May 11, 1910, it had COllIe a Ilong 
, 

way since 1670 when Charles II of England gave it and all other lands watered I by 
- . I 

streams flowinC into Hudson Bay to Prince Rupert and 17 of his noble bedf'ellen i for 
whatever they could bleed out of it. This gesture on the part of this prof'l1~ate 
king created the fabulous Hudson's Bay Company which monopolized the natural resjour
ces of that part of the world for nearly 200 years. But the "Shining Mountains"l in 
what is now Glacier park marked one place in that part of the world which even 1 the 

traders and trapperS did not enter -- and live. All _n who ca. too elose to I the 
snowy peaks encountered the Blackfoot Indians and wisely went on, if able, leajving 

! the region to the Jealous care of those tenacious people. 

, 

Among the better knowns . who approached the area were )Jeriwether Iswis and Wll~iUl 
(not George Rogers) Clark, two Virginia boys who r.eally got around. In 18Cl6 ~hey 

I 
were within 40 miles of the present park while 0t:! their transcontinental tour of' 1~03-
06. But, like the trappers and traders, they moved on; and, according to the (aost 
acceptable records, not until 1846 did a white man Penetrate the area. He was ~ 
Monroe, known to the Blackfoot as Rising Wolf; son of an English army officer, ~us
band of a squaw; hunter, trapper, hero. About 20 years later, !Rerican traders, '! m0-

tivated by the loot lust, finally poured in among the Blackfoot tribes with t~ir 
booze and trinklets. The beautiful country festered with vandalism and debauchery. 1 The 
monopoly of the Hudson's Bay Company began to fall apart. ! 

! 

As in the history of all the national parks, word of the region's great na~ural 
, 

beauty filtered through the muck and reached the ears of _n who wanted to save! and 
not destroy. Prof. Raphael Pumpelly, George Bird Grinnell, Dr. !pan Beecher SI+rry 

and others ca. to explore. There also were the railroaders; and in 1891 the s~e. 1 
. prongs of the Great Northern topped Marias Pass. Grinnell was drawn back to the 

"Shining Mountains" again and again. In 1901, Centwry magazine, that~ thoughtful j -
nal which gave voice to the sensitive pen of John Muir when it cried out to save Yo
semite, carried a piece by Dr. Grinnell which called national attention to the re
gion's glory and the· need for its protection. The ball began to roll; and nine 
later President Taft signed the bill which added Glacier Nat"tonal Park to the Cr 
list. 

Today Glacier's 1,537 square miles along the Canadian border in northwest Mon ana 
contain what many consider the most spectacular mountain country in the United 8t s. 
Snuggling around the peaks are more than 60 glaciers and 200 lakes. Its wildlif'e In
cludes bear, moose, wapiti, and the uaazing bighorn sheep. Its high _adows l' a. 
with wild flowers. Across the border in Canada lies the Waterton Lakes area, W~ich 
Joined with Glacier, forms the Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park. This lsi the 
Good Neighbor attitude in the flesh. It was established in 1932 by PresidenUal ptoc-
luaation, as authorized by the U. S. Congress and the Parl1uent of Canada. I 

B1b 11 0&1' a phl1 fM lncyc Lopa.edw8ritannicIJ, 14th edition, Vol. II; the Enclclopaedia Brit~nn1-
ca Co., London. . i 

B14cTlifeet fa£es Of G14cw.,. ItJti~, Po..,.1J 111 Jues Willard Schultz; BOlllhton'lll1f-
flin Co., Boston and Bew York. . . 

History Of G ZtJci.e.,. xaUorllJ' Po.'I'"1J 111 Ilalph L. Beals; U. S. Depal'taeDt of tile I 111-
tel'iol'. Bational Pal'k Service. Fleld Divis10n of EdllCatioD, Bel'Dle,. Cal. 
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