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Facility 

Yosemite National park: 
Ahwahnee Hotel 

Bandelier National Monument: 
Frijoles Canyon Lodge 

Acadia National Park: 
Summit Tavern 

Boulder Darn National 
Recreational Area: 

Haulapai Lodge 

Mount McKinley National Park: 
McKinley Hotel 

Marrunoth CC:eve National Park: 
Frozen Niagara Hotel 

Mount Rainier National Park: 
Paradise Inn and 
National Ski Lodge 

Olympic National Park: 
Ruby Beach Resort 
Becker's Ocean Resort 
Rialto Beach 
Lake Ozette Resort 
"iYashburn Resort 
Mora Park 

National Capital Parks: 
East Potomac Golf Course 

War Agency 

Navy 

Army and 
Robert McKee 

Army 

Basic 
Magnesium, Inc. 

Army 

Army 

Army and 
U.S. Engineers 

Coast Guard 

" " 
" " 
\I " 

Use 

Convalescent hospital 

Housing purposes 

Defense purposes 

Housing of executives 

Recreational p~rposes 

Training purposes 

Ski troop training, 
snow camouflage and 
testing .·'otorized 
snow equipment 

Defense purposes 
11 II 

" " 
" 11 

" " Army 
Concrete Ma- Housing of employees 
terials Co. and engaged in war 
Austin Co. work 
Army Defense purposes 

3. Concession Facilities Discontinued Because of War Activities 

In addition to those concession facilities that were closed vol
untarily because of travel restrictions, certain other concession 
facilities '.'lere required to be closed because of loc<:l war conditions. 
Some of the concession facilities closed for the lO.tter reasons are 
listed bl;:)low: 

Hawaii National Park: 
Volcano Photo Studio was closed because the owner 'liaS found to be 
an enemy alien. 
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The National ~ark Service contributed over eight and a half million 
pouo.ds of scrap to the scrap drive, but, as the National i-'ark Service 
had foreseen, the need for metal nevor became sufficiently acute to re
quire the sacrifice of trophy ordnance or statues and markers of artis
tic and historical value. 

At the same time, and at the roquEJst of the Ylar troduction Board, 
a survey v[as Plc1.de of the a.r.lOunt of non-ferrous nota.l contained in the 
stat1J.os, historical cannon, and other mem(mtocs in arC2.s administer8d 
by t,he NCI.tional i'ark Service. This was cbno to assist tho ~Var ~ roc.uctio::l 
Board in calculating the pohmtial war r&snurces of the Nation. It was 
lonrned that thoro was a total of D-bout 98L.8 tons of non-ferrous objects 
of all sorts in the nation::.l parks. Tho IJ.:-~tional :lark Service took care 
to point out these histrJric ,)bjccts anJ nemorials are part ,.")f our na
tional herit~~gc which should be preservod inviol&tEJ until all other 
sources of scrap meto.l have boen exhausted. The Salvap:8 Division of the 
War iToduction Boc,rd acced8d t(l this vievT as c~id thE. Office of the Chief 
of Ordnance, and it "as cl.f;rced thD-t cannon antc-C!ating 1865 and other 
historic objects should not be scrapped at this tine. Indeed, the Of
fice 0f the Chief of Ordnance displayed w·illingncss to save from the 
scrap pile such historic cannon as might come into their possession. 
More over, the National :lark Service VlO-S able to secure from the Har De ... 
partr::lt:mt a number of Burgoyne cannon for S2.rGtcf,a battlefield, as well 
as a fine old cannon for Castillo de Scm li!fc:trcos National Monument. 

A striking vindication of the National i'ark Service policy of re
sisting those vmrtims movoments pro8ptecl by thoughtless emotionalism, 
which would rloprive the Lmerican people forever of a significant p:J.rt 
of the very .i.merican heritage for which they ar8 fighting was afforded 
by Congressman Homer D. i.ngell' s renarks of i,pril 19, 19LL, in the House 
of Rcpres,,:mtativ8s, with regard to tho soeminfl;~r useless sacrifices of 
the hist'lric old U.S.S. Oregon. This vrarship, fanous for its spectacu
Iv.rly long and speedy run to petrticipate in the Af.1erican navetl victory 
at Santiago Harbor in 1898, 'ims v:ithcrawn from c.ctive service in 1925 
and rmintained by the State of Oregon as a shrine for a periodJf 17 
years, with annu"l visitation of '.wer 6,000 Oregon school chil~)r(:m each 
year. Its value as a shrine buile-'ing puolic tYJrale far outweir;herl the 
vo.lw:; of tho ship's metal as scrap, of "hich after two years of col
lecting thero is still aD abundance in this country. The old vmrship 
symbolized the pc'.triotic pric!e ')f the State of Oregon, [',nd tho battle
ship Orogon leGeDC; vms ceeply impressed upon the consci:msness of the 
Oregon people as sotting i1 standarc~ fr)r the conduct of its citizens in 
tir.1e of "Tar. The Federal Government, v[hich had retained title to the 
ship, orc'ercd it sold and scrapped dnring the scrap metal drive in the 
fall of 19L12. C'Jngressmm ~,ngell 1m j,pril 19, 19L4, c'csked :)fficial 
investigc'.tion of the clisnnntling c~n~' subrc.ging of the battleship Oregon, 
because he h'::ld r8D.S()D to c10ubt th.::;.t any D.pprcciable an::)Unt of the sal
vage ha(] fan", into tho war ,--:ffj)rt 1 Inde8(~, rUT,lOrs h;J.d reached hin of 
the GiJverruncnt' s buying buck portLms ,']f th,-~ ship's equipment and sal
vage material. 
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Acknmilcdgment vvith praise is necessary in this war record report 
of the eee under the National Park Service to rive word of recognition 
to the staffs of the Director's Office, of the Regional Offices, includ
ing Field Supervisors, and of the camps for the unfailing, wholehearted 
attention and devotion to duty in acting ex:ceditiously and efficiently 
in many trying situations and in overcoming nany difficulties while 
meeting sudden chanr;es in the work programs, many local 
and the ph;)-rsical tram,fers of huge quantities of equipment and other 
properties durins: the liquidation proceedinr,s. 

VI, Summary and Conclusion. 

Tne status of the National Park System, and the degree to which 
the National Park Service had been able to adhere to the wartim.e course 
that had been charted, vias indicated to Secretary of the Interior Harold 
L, Ickes by Director Newton B. Drury of t:18 National Park Service in his 
report for the period ending ,June 30, 19D4, as follows: 

"Recent annual reports have outlined the challenge that 
faced the Service in meetine' tho emergencies and making the 
contributions involved in 7/0rld War II, at the same time 
giving protection to scenic, scientific, and historic 
aspects of the National System. Those report" ex
plained the course pursued by the National Park Service, 
with the firm support of the Secretary of the Interior, 
in coopere..ting with w'ar agcncies'dithout departing from 
the obligation of its stewardship. 

"After some 3 years of participation in the Har pro
gram, involving more than 1,000 authorizations for uses of 
park lands and facilities, an appraisal of the status of the 
parks produces some interesting and reassuring facts. Al
though it is still too early to report definitely upon the 
effects of <111 park uses by military and other war agencies, 
a recent survey indicates that.., although such uses have been 
much more numerous than expected, little permanent 
inpairment of park fee..tur'.:;:s has result8d, larGely because of 
the cooperative,open-minded Cl.pproe..ch of the Vlar agencies to 
each problem. 

liAs th8 Nation approe..ches the decisive phases of total 
war, it is gratifying to report that the national pa.rks as an 
institution h:W8 thus fClr stood intact. Then::: is now reason 
to belieVE: Ulat they will emerge vrith their essential qualities 
and the pdttern of their management relatively unimpaired, for 
even und.er the stress of national emergEncy general recogni
tion has been given to the import2.nce of protecting, in war as 
in pes.ce, those portions of tho Federal Estate which, because 
of significant features of b8auty and interest, have set 
aside to be held unchanged 8.8 part of the American heritage." 
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1. Introduction. 

National Park Service "far Work 
June )0, I9f4 - October 1,194> 

In seeking to bring the 'i{orld~{ar II war history of the National Park 
Se~vice up to date to cover the period June 30, 1944 to October 1, 1945, 
there is little to report that is new or not already covered in the pre
vious essay dealing with the period from Pearl Harbor to June )0, 1944. 
That is to say, by June )0, 1944, the Service had made its fundamental ad
justments to wartime conditions and had established the degree to which 
its personnel and its various tJ~es of areas could participate in the war 
program without sacrificing needlessly the scenic treasures and historical 
and cultural her:i.tage 'fhich it is the duty of the' Service to preserve. By 
thattir.1e, too, the Service had successfully withstood the onslaughts of' 
those selfish or unthinking interests which 'would have stripped this Nation 
of much of the natural, scenic beauty and much of the historical and cul
tural wealth which, no less than homo and family, make up the UCountry" 
for which those in our armed forces had fought. 

II _ . l'roblems and Contributions of the Scenic and Scientific National 

----
A. The Normal and Wartime Functions of the Scenic and Scientific 

Areas. 

The normal and wartime functions of these areas underwent no change 
aft-er June 30, 1944. The Service was able to adhere substantially to 
the course which it had decided to pursue during the 'war period. 

B. Wartime Lumber Crisis and Forestry rroblems. 

1. Sitka Spruce Problem. 

The wartime lumber crisis centering around the demand for 
Sitka spruce, '.1hich ·would have forever spoiled certain vlilderness 
areas preserved in some of the national parks, remained a settled 
problem and vlith the cessation of hostilities both in Europe and 
the Far EcLSt this threat ceased to be operative. It never became 
necessary to tap park forests for war purposes. 

2. Contribution to the IJational ~lood Supply. 

Subsequent to the sales of dead chestnut trees in certain of 
the po.rks for use as extract wood mentioned in our earlier report, 
five additional 82.1es during the 1921) fiscal year amounted to 2,723 
units, or a total of about 5,300 units vrhich have been made avail
able to the tanning industry during the war period. 
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), Japanese Balloons. 

~ring the last months of the war special training was given 
to park protection personnel in the disposal of Japanese balloons 
carrying incendiary or ant~personnel bombs. Communications re
garding incidents were handled in the manner prescribed for se
cret documents and were cleared through the War Department. As 
far as known, no fires in park areas resulted from this cause. 

L. Summary. 

In summary, it/may be said that the park forests neither 
gained nor lost ground because of the war. Losses by fire, in
sects, and disease have been normal or less than normal and, in
asmuch as the need for Sitka spruce became less acute before it 
vras necessary to tap park forests, this threat was safely out
ridden. 

c. Grazing Problem and the National Meat Supply. 

In the period covered by this report, the Service successfully 
mrlnta1ned its position "rith regard to grazing. The opposition was 
less vocal than during the early part of the vrar and constituted less 
of a threat to national park interests. This easing of the situation 
majT in part be ascribed to the success of the campaign of education 
which the Service had carried on through friendly channels to get its 
views and aims before the public. Grazing uses, which previously were 
increased some 20% as a war-time expedient, vrere continued at this war
time level during 19L5; and , with the termination of thevrar, thought 
again turned tOVlard the reduction of grazing in the national parks. 

One of the odd, but natural, effects of the Nation-·rride meat short
age was to increase poaching in the n<:>.tional park domain. Hunters and 
fishermen in their desire for meat or fish yrere emboldened to defy na
tional park regulations and took chances of arrest they would never have 
taken before. One poacher shot an elk at Brick Yard hill almost in the 
middle of Yello·w·stone National Park. Perhaps because they knew of the 
reduced National park Service r2..nger staff, fishermen for the most part 
paid little or no heed to the stated limits of the nu~ber of fish al-
101'red to be caught. 

Normal game reduction programs nere carried out in Rocky Mountain 
and Zion National Park resulting, as compared vdth 19LL, in a relatively 
small contribution of meat, fats, and hides to the Nation's supply. 
Hunting outside of the boundaries of Yellowstone National Park, and the 
poaching referred to above, make elk reduction in the park unnecessary 
this year. 
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D.. Chief vlnrtime Uses of the Scenic and Scientific National Parks 
and Monuments. 

The wartime picture of the Bcenic and scientific parks presented 
in the earlier report covering the years December 7, 1941 - June 30, 
19DL, held true for the succeeding period June 30, 19LL - October 1, 1945. 
Naturalist and other professional staffs remained at an absolute wartime 
min:inruJn throughout the latter period. Tn fact, the demand for inter
pretive service by visiting personnel of the armed forces together with 
normal requirements for professional services, and for the protection 
of park features and museum collections, caused the greatly depleted 
interpretive staffs, the custodians, rangers, and others assigned to 
this work as a temporary measure to be under excessive pressure. All 
museums remained open as far as oper.s.ting forces permitted. Hembers of 
the armed forces continued to constitute a considero.ble part of museum 
Attendance. With the termination of gP.s rCl.tioning, pnrk tr::l.vel 2.nd 
museum use approached pue~war levels, but the nnturalist stnffs and 
stnff generally romained on a depIcted vmrtime basis. 

E... Our World Leadership in the National Park Movement.". 

The gro'lJ"ing importance of the United States in l"Iorld affairs, made 
evident by the United Nations ConfGrence in San Francisco, brought many 
distinguished foreign visitors to the national parks. A significant 
part of the San Francisco Conference itself was the Roosevelt Hemorial 
Serviee at Cathedral Grove in Muir Woods National Monumont amidst giant 
trees and natural surroundings symbolic of mCl.n's efforts to establish 
lasting peace.. The favorable impressions of America gained by the Con
ference delegates who participated in this l!ituir ~Toods session or who 
visited other parks, such as Grand Canyon, Sequoia, and Yosemite, and 
the equally favorable impression created in the minGs of those persons 
abroad who have heard of our parks from our soldiers, have stimulated 
park and conservation movements in many foreign lands. Many requests 
for information regarding our conservation and park practices are being 
received from France, Morocco, Greece, South America, and the British 
Is~es~ Printed r:mterials forwarded to these agencies and groups over
seas will give them some guidance and suggestions. It is to be re
gretted that existing funds and legislation do not provide for a more 
dircct and effective exchange of ideas. 

F. SummC'.ry of the '.var History of the Scenic and Scientific 
Areas. 

In summary, it may be said that the gre2.t scenic 2nd scientific 
parks suffered no great permanent damage during the war. Sone small 
damage did occur, particularly in Yellowstone National Park where the 
manpmmr shortage made it difficult to protect all of the delicate 
natural forDatj_ons ·which Bust be guc:crded. For instance, tho Morning 
GIDry Pool blcw up June 10, 19LL from refuse which had been accumulat
ing for many years but which had increased in volunG during the Vlar 
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period because of the difficulties of protection. On the whole" such 
instances of petty vandalism served to vindicate the policy of the 
Service in not rocklessly thrmring the national parks open to unlimited 
war use. As it w'as the deplcted staffs Here barely able to protect the 
parks ~ At the present tine,., the United Statc;s enjoys world leadership 
in the' nationalpar,k movement... Hoviever, funds and legislation are 
needed }-o enable" the- Service to give effective assistance to other 
peoples 1}rho wish to fo1low in our footsteps as far as thoir natural 
resources v(i;Jl alldw. 

\,' 

Ill: , 
,-'-.' -- ~ --- p 

The Role of the Nati'onal Historical Areas and National Memorials." 

A. Normal Function of these Areas., 

As explaim;d in',the preceding' -report covering the period from Pearl 
Harbor to Jun~ 30, 191.4, the normal fu.nction of these areas both in time 
of peace and' i~ time of wc.r is to foster patriotism and confidence in 
our national future by commemor8.ting the past achievements of the Ameri-

,can people', and preserving 'significcmt aspocts of our cult,ural heritage,. 
Ace ordingly~,~xcep~ for certain historic forts,or areas,,':which "Nere 
taken over by ,the, Army and Navy exclusively f6r 1'[ar' purposes, the func
tions of these a.r,;pas remainea unchp,ngedduring' the war, ~rid during the 
period June 30~ 19hL, - 'October IJ 1945. ' 

" , 

B. Wa,rt"ime Stini~iation of Intere'st in Historical Areas, Shrines, 
and'Mo~, .. ~ria'J.s .. 

The VTC',rtime, s:timulus to:public interest in historic Qvents, places, 
and meDorials' cOhtinued to be reflected in a nuraber ofunuslial ';lays 
si11;ce visitation,'llC'..$,d.i..f:ficult un'!'il gas rntioningwiJ..£ ab9lishod. Upon 
the first use of th~'atomic bomb in NevI Mexico, there "liaS an ':instant 
demand fron rf,an~r.,sources to nake the. scene ,Gf the event a national monu
ment. This':is now under'invostig3:t,ion. Shortly after the death of 
Pre sidont Roosevolt, ,the Roosovelt "family indicrttcd its desire to re,
linquish thoir-iights ,in the~'far:1ily horne at Hyde Park that it might 
bec orne an acti~.e hi~t6ric site' at -an (-)arly dat.e.. All members of the 
faraily have n0V! 'executed a legal instrument ciearing the way for the 
opening of ,this new shrine. , Letters. are being received by the Service, 

"and billsa:f~,boin{ introdi:J.cbd in 'Congr~ss to provide for menorializing 
Wor1d War II~ ,V'ltw,t.form thc, World Warn merl'Jrial should have:, vrhere 
it should bO,located, &nd)7~9:t steps should be taken to memorialize our 
dead and our victories abl-oaci' 2.-r8so,ne' of the questions that come to 

'mind y,herrthe Service is a-sked to report on proposed World War II nem
orial kgi~lE,tion .. · The greatly reduced staff of the Service and the 
fact 'that thE: .::;e:rvice bad norcpr8sente.ti vc; to follow the armed forces 

" causes these reports to bo,' purely 2cD.demi~ in ch2r2cter. 
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c, and D. Intensification of the National Park Service Inter
pretive Pro~ram to meet the Nartime Demand: 
Wartime Contributions of the Service. 

Just as the interpretive staff of the scenic and scientific areas 
was reduced to a bare minlrrrum, so the staffs of the historical and 
memorial areas vrere reduced to a custodial basis. Even so, the few re
rnaininr: historians and superintendent-historians were frequently able 
to render si~nificant contributions to the war prof-ram generally or to 
the cOIilrlandants of nearby Army training camps as described in our earlier 
r,filport covering the period 19L1-194L. In the succeeding period, this 
constructive work continued to the end of the vmr with gratifying suc
cess, nota~ly at Petersburg National ldlitary Park. Military visitation 
remained high and groups or regiments continued to visit battlefield 
parks to make military studies or engage in military practices and 
e:xerciscs. In this period, too, Fort Jefferson Nati-onal Monument was 
taken over by the Navy for radar purposes and joined Cabrillo National 
ll!Ionument and Fort Pulaski National ~.lonument in being devoted exclusively 
to v;ar use. 

With the end of hostilities and the ond of gas rationing, visita
tion again approached normal. 

Amonr, the surpris8s that the ond of the "Nar. brought was an urgent 
request from the Army Service Forces, EiGhth Service Command, on October 
22, 1945, for "all descriptive matcr:i.2.1 available, concerning historic 
points of lnterest in this country." This material was "to be used in 
instructing German Prlsoners of ~iar, attending American History classes." 
This indicates the possible ramifications of the educational or inter
pTctive work of the Service through its historical program. A university 
judges the success of its educational work by the achievements of its 
alurmi. The alumni of the historical areas of the National Park Service 
arEl potentially the vlhole people of the United States, of whom in a 
normal year about 8,000,000 visit sone one of the national historical 
or memorial areas. The responsibility of seeing th::.t the American or 
~oreign born students of our historical areas receive accurate and 
proper interpretive data is a very heavy onc; and it is hoped that 
the old park staffs can be again recruited for this "/fOrk proportionately 
as the soldiers return from overseas and parle visitation is increased. 
At the present time, virtually all of the historicnl and arCheological 
areas are understaffed as a result of the y;ar, the nanpower shortage, 
and decreased apl;ropriations. 

E. Effect of the ,far on the Historical hesearch Program. 

The manpower shortz.~c which had compelled the abandonment of active 
research programs in the earlier period of the ';Var continued to be 
operative. At Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County Battlefields Mem
oxial National lllIilitary Parle, where the Acting Superintendent happened 
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to h.!lvc training as an engineer and draftsman and 'dhere some historian 
personnel remained available, prof,rGss vms made in preparing the his
torical base maps of the park master plans. Tho remaining historian at 
Castillo de San Marcos National Monument 2.lso made a significant con
tr:Lbution in obtaining and cataloguing microfihl copies of early Spanish 
documents dealin~ vritb the Saint Augustine area. A number of former 
historians and archeologists had scholarly articles published after 
entering the armed forces and tho Superintendent of Scotts Bluff Na
tional ITonuTIent also was successful in obt:1ining public['.tion for ar
ticles he had written. HOH8ver, on thE: v{hole, research was virtually 
at 11 standstill in the historical 2nd archeoloeic2.1 nreas of the Serv
ice. 

F. Effect of the ','12r on the Historic Site's Survey Frogr2.m. 

The Historic Site-'s Survey prograM remained in abeyance as in the 
earlier period on vlhich report has already been made.;. However, for the 
purpose of advising the Prdsidcnt a study vms made of "Shadwell,11 birth
place of Thomas Jefferson, and th8 area vms considered by the Advisory 
Boa:rd with the recommendation that the President endorse the movement 
for preserving the site subject to the reservation that he did not ap
prO\T8 of conjectural restoration of the building in v.,hich Jefferson 
was born inasTIuch as adequate data for accurate restoration is lacking. 

Progress vms also made in achieving the ultinatc end of the His
toric Site's Survey. One of the last acts of President Roosevelt was 
his approval of negotiations 100kinIS toward the acquisition of the 
historic Adaf:ls Mansion, Quincy, Massaehusetts, as a national historic 
sitE). Colebro.tGd for its 2ssociations with the lives of Presidents 
John and John Quincy Adams and the celebrated Charlos Francis Adams, 
Henry Adams and Brookes Adams ,. this house is one of the most historic 
in 1')ew England. This far:2ous house, fully furnished ·wi th Adams' fur ... 
nit~re and portraits, is being offered to the Federal Government as 
an outright gift and negotiations for its transfer to Federal o'/mership 
are nov{ proc;rc ssing satisfactorily. 

G. The Archoologic Sites Survc~T Progran of tho Service During 
the'iar and After. 

It had beon the intention of tho Service to suspend all archeo
logi_c:ll historic sites survey "Hork for the dur.:ction of the lilar. Hmf
Gvcr, the plans of the ibr Depo.rtncnt and tho Bureau of Rcclc~f:lation for 
flood-control, irrigation 3.nd power d2J'ls in the Missouri River valley 
and in many other rivor vCllleys throughout the country compelled somo 
attention to be given to tho survey ilnd preservation of archeological 
resources in the areilS to be flooded. It vms thought th8t the Service 
cou~d best further the preservation of .J.rcheological resources thr·a2.t8:rled 
with destruction by utilizing the ildvicc and oxpericnco of the profes
sional staff of the Smithsoni&Il Institution. The National Fark Service 

6 



• 

• 

• 

• 

would call to the attention of the Smithsonian Institution the locations 
of all the proposed dams and reservoirs; and the Smithsonian Institution 
would be asked to advise the National Park Service as to the number and 
importance of the knovm archeological and paleontological sites located 
within such reservoir areas, and recommend such surveys in the field 
as might be indicated. The Smithsonian Institution would also be ex
pected to furnish trained archeologists and other professional person
nel to effect the necessary surveys and archeological excavations with 
funds supplied by the Bureau of Reclamation and the Corps of Engineers. 
This plan was incorporated into a memorandum of understanding between 
the Snithsonian Institution and the National Park Service, which Sec
reta.ry Alexander rlatmore of the Smithsonian Institution signed on 
September 8, 19Li5, and which was approved by Secretary Ickes on Octo
ber 9. Under this plan, valuable archeological sites survey data will 
be obtained by the Service in furtherance of the purposes of the His
toric Sites .Act of J.ugust 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666) vlithout cost to the 
Service and with a minimum of supervision on its part. 

H. Contributions to the Protection of Cultural Materials from 
the Hazards of War. 

The Service made no further contribution to the protection of 
cultural materials from the hazards of war during the period of June 
30, 1944 to October 1, 1945, inasmuch as the failure of enemy bombing 
planes to reach these shores and the general ineffectiveness of the 
Japanese incendiary bomb balloons rendered further protective measures 
unnecessary. Materials placed in bomb-proof storage for the war per
iod have been withdraYm and aeain put to their normal peace-time use. 

r. Saving the Historic Trophy Ordnance, Memorials, and Statuary 
at the Time of the Scrap Metal Drives. 

Measures taken by the Service at the beginning of the vrar to pre
vent the spoliation or destruction of trophy ordnance, memorials, and 
statuary in the national parks sufficed to prev-ent damage in these 
fields both durinr, the war and in the period immediately follow"ing. 
The Service continued to make modest contributions to the scrap metal 
dr:i.ve and to the scrap paper drive by donating useless materials at 
the time of each scrap campaign. 

J. AGricultural Use of Certain Lands in National Historical 
Parks, National Military Parks, National Honum"3nts, and 
National Historic Sites. 

Permits for agricultural usc of lands cultivated or in pasture in 
historic times VIas continued in the interest of preservin~ the historic 
scene in certain historical areas and for the purpose of contributing 
to the Nation 1 s food supply. However, there vlere no important new 
de"elopments in this field of National Park Service activity during 
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the period under discussion in this report, 8xcept at Appomattox for 
wh:Lch a program of agricultural usc vras prepared, with the cooperation 
of Soil Conservation Service. 

K. Activities of the Advisory Board. 

There were one full meeting and 1 partial or interim cOll1l'1ittee 
meetinf,s of the Advisory Board on Nationa.l Parks, Historic Sites, 
Buildinc, s, and Honuments, in the p8riod between Jun8 30, 19b~ and 
October 1, 19~5. Amon,~ the subjects discuss~d by th8 BO<lrd vras the 
Jackson Hole problem, tho grazing and forestry problems of the Corvice 
arising durinr the vrar period, the proposed designation of Touro 
Synar;ogue, Newport, Rhode Island, as a national historic site, the re
search pror;ram of the Scrvic~ and its relation to private research and 
the \fork of research foundations, probloms concerning Visitor-usc after 
the f/ar and various historic sites proposals, such as La Villita, in 
San Antonio, and prisons conm)cted ',lith American contributions to 
pr:LSOT\ reform. In uddition, a report on Thomas Jofferson birthplace 
at "ShadVlell" was prepared and circul<::t8d to the members of the Board 
in order that th8y might m<::ko " rccor.v,.ndation rego.rding the request 
that President Truman become a Pl8mbor of the Thomas Jefferson Birth
place Memorial Park Commission's Advis()ry Board to ondors", the movement 
to acquire and restora the ;)lace of J3fferson's birth. 

IV. Wartime Contributions of the Rccr~ational Arc2s and Parkways. 
14 --- -----

A. Normal 2nd Wartime functions of rec reational areas and 
parkways. 

In th", period covered by this supplemental report, the functions 
of the Service's rccr"2tional areas and pa.rl"rays remained unchanged 
except for the Falls Creek Falls and the Shelby Forest Recreational 
Demonstration Ar>Jas in Tennessee vlhich were transferred to the state 
of Tennessee for administration and use as state park areas. 

B. Rest Camps for French and British Sccilors and Soldiers. 

The rest camp cct the Hopewell Villap,0 N£.tional Historic Site, 
Birdsboro, Pennsylvania, was reopened on July 22, 19L4, with the ar
ri v.:tl of officers and Plen from a British Man-of -i'ar and was t~rminated 
September 30, 19~L. About one-thousand British sailors and r.mrinos 
used the camp for 7 days 8ach and 30 officers stHycd for various 
lengths of time. Four French officers and 50 sgilors from a French 
subr,Jarine stayod for an average of 7 days each. Ther", is nothing 
further to report in this rego.rd. 
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v. Other Wartime Problems ~nd Contributions of the National Park 
SCrvice,. ... ' - - -

;p 

A~ National Park Service Appropriations and Personnel. 

The financial resources of the National }lark Service from all 
sources were r8duccd from about $25,000,000 annually before 1941 to 
about ~5,000,000 during the war years. The reductions included the 
elirninution of all construction and of othDr activities which did not 
contribute to the war program, lE)Cl.ving the Service vlith barely suf
fi9icnt funds for protection and minimum maintenance of properties 
to prevent rapid deterioration. 

The National Park Service enters peacetime with a critically re
duced organization; with roads, trails, buildings, and other develop
rrients in need of rehabilitation to make up for 4 years of minimum 
maintenance; with only meager equipQont, and that approEching unservice
ability; with only a fcW" plans upon vrhich to start urgently needed con
struction projects. Faced with the immediate return of public usc of 
the nCltional parks and monuments to pre-war volume, and the probable 
up-nard trend prevailing before interrupti.on by Vlar, the Service is 
urgently in need of enlarged appropriations to rehClbilitate physical 
improvements and to provide the st9,ff necessary to take care of visi
tors. 

As of October l~ 1945, the personnel si Uw.tion "as as follows: 

Forty-one people with reemployment rights have returned to the 
Service, LO? career employees were still on military furlough. In addi
tion,. there were 268 employees with reemployment rights who had been 
transferred to various Welr agencies naking a total of 675 career employ
ees who will have to be restorod to duty upon expiration of their mil
itary service for war activities. 

B. Wartime Planning ;:..nd D6veloprJent Work and ;:Vnrtime Operntion 
of National Park Service. 

1. General Sorvice Policy and Practice • 

The Service policy with regard to planning, developI!1ent, 
and wartime operation of the national parks remairo unchanged in 
the period after June 30, 1944. No funds l'fere received with which 
to undertake ndv2nce plans and survey work until the 1946 fiscal 
year, lilhen sufficient funds were received to undertake a limited 
nmount of planning work wi thin each of the four National Park 
Service regions and on the Bluo Ridge and N2tchez Trace Parkways. 
Difficulties of selecting and getting the appointI'1ents of addi
tional architects have been such thnt this work has not yet gotten 
under vmy. 
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A limited number of major road and parkway contract plans 
and surveys have been prepnred jointly by the Service vdth the 
Public Roads Administration, starting vrith the projects with 
highest priority. 

Study Vlas undertaken, commencing in April 19L5', of the dev
elopment needs of the 5' ncttional park areas in Alaska. It was 
decided to concentrate on layout studies, and plan preparation 
of the initial development needed to open the Glacier Bay National 
Monument to public use, and to augment the inadequate existing 
f9.cilities at Mount l\IIcKinley Natio:'12.1 Park. 

2. Construction • 

No new construction was undertaken in National Park Service 
arens during the period, 2.5 labor and materials vvere not available, 
and it w·as not desirable to compete with projects contributing di
rectly to the winning of the war. 

3. Informational activities. 

1~rith regard to the printing program of the Service, the situa
tion remained substantially unchanged though it is noteworthy that 
there was a widespread demcmd for the publication entitled ",[felcome 
to the r.Iembers of the Armed Forces." Fifty thousand additional 
copies of that publicCition wore issued this :rear making it the 
fifth edition. 

L. Miscellanoous Matters. 

The Service has done its part in the scrap paper drives and 
in thC:dar savings bond campaigns, but there is no special matter 
of iraportcll1cc which should be reported at this time. The survey 
of pig iron foundri.c:s mentioned in the previous report was com
plet(;d in the earlier period 21ready reported upon. 

C. War Record of the Civilian Conservation Corps supervised by 
the National Pnrk Service. 

There is nothing further to report under this hc.::.ding, inasmuch as 
the Civilie.n Conservation Corps ceased to exist prior to June 30, 19LL. 

D. Cooperation vlith Other Federal and State Agencies. 

1. Cooperative planning for state park, parkvfay, and 
recreational-area programs. 

Cooperative planning for state pe.rk, park'l'ray, and rccreationa:\
area programs, pursuant to the act approved June 23, 1936 (L9 Stat. 
189L) was virtually suspended after the abolishment of the CCC. 
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Practically the only service performed during the remainder of 
the war ·1ms the annual collection and tabulc:tion of st2.te park 
statisticf;j on fiscal data, porsonnel, attondance,· 2.nd land acquisi
tion. In the 19L5 Interior Appropric~tion Act the sum of ~p68, 000 
vms in.cluded for postwar plans and surveys in cooperation with the 
states. Thus far tho Service h,,-,s sot up srl2.11 staffs of tehcnical 
personnel in the Director's Office and in each of its Rsgional Of
fices to carry out the program. All of tho statc;s have b8en ad
vised that the Service is again in position to assist in an ad
visory capacity upon request. Most of tho States have indicated 
their desiro to take advantage of this offer and many of them have 
made requests for 2,ssistancc on specific problems • 

2. General cooperative planning with other Federal Agencies. 

Genoral cooperative planning with other Federal agencies 2.1so 
was largely suspend(~d. However, at the request of the Bureau of 
Reclar'lation Clnd with funds advc:nccd by th;}t agency, the Service 
has undertaken the followinr; special studios under inberbureau 
agre8ments: 

(a) Invcstil7,ation, identification, and evaluation 
of recreational rssources in the Colorado 
River. Basin, and formulation of suggested 
pt:mS for'their utilization. 

These plans will be a part of the Bureau's overall 
plans for the basin from the standpoint of existing and 
potential watercontrol and related developments. Service 
study is nearly complet~d and it is expected that a 
covering report will be issued in 19L6. 

(b) The Bureau oriS<lnizod 8. planning ap[Jro.s.ch to the 
Ccntrc:l Valley projoct in C~lifornia by Beans 
of a series of study prOblens. . 

.Prob18m 11 concerning the cost that might be al
located to recr2ation, and Problem 23 concerning deter
mination of recreational uses, were assigned to the 
Service. Th.:: vlork "2.8 initic;.ted in 1942 and completed 
in 19LL. Under an intcrbur8C:u agreement approved in 
19L5, tho ServiCE) assUffi.:.d r,csponsibility for further 
planning, dbvelopncnt, and adtlinistrc:tion of tho 
recrcation2.1 <,.spects of the Shasta and Millerton 
Lake areas - the only developments by the Burcctll com
pleted thus far. 
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(c) A58istance in planning, devoloping, and 
administering th'3 recr8Cltional resources 
of the Colur1bi2, River Basin project 
(Grand Coulee). -- -

The work beg:m in 19L1 and has continued without 
interruption to data. A ServicE:; rcpreSGntative I.'lervod 
as chairman of tho committee vlhich produced a recrea
tion report on the area, ::md 'vlith one assistant he 
propared a rccrco.tion f:12.stur plan. He has C ontinuod 
to o.dvise em tho ~,dr.linistrc,ti ve hClndling of numerous 
recreational problems and to c.ssist in the preparation 
of the Columbia Ri vcr B,-,sin report concerning all as
pects of the basin frOl.l a Departmental standpoint. 

(d) Reconnaissance investigations and appraisals 
of ::cbout 100 re:s\)rvoir sites in some 17 
basins and sub-basins in the Southvrest. 

The results of thes8 studies vrhich were initiated 
in 19LL and arc neoTly completed, will be included in 
the Bureau's subsequent roports. 

(e) A Study of the Recreational Resources of the 
Missouri Valley Basin. 

A Study of the Rocreationc·.l R8sources of the Missouri 
Valley Basin similar to the above-mentioned Colorado River 
Be.sin Study wa5 ini tia ted in 1945, under the provisions 
of the Secretary's Order No. 2075 of July 7, 19L5, pro
mulgating the Departi,ent' s plan in the Missouri Basin 
fer fiscal year 1946. It is expected thilt several years 
vfill be required for its completion. 

Pursuant to the Flood Control Act ap;Jroved Decem
ber 22, 19LL, the Corps of Engineers requested the 

• Service tc inve'stigde and report upon the recreational 
aSPdcts of its reservoir projects, ('lnd to furni8h gen
eral advisory assistance in planning for their recrea
tional use. ';iVith funds advunce:d for that purpose, the 
Service') has me.de rcconn2.issancc investigations of some 
75 reservoir sites. 

• 

E. Alaska Highway Land Planning Survey. 

~Vith approval of the President and with funds allocated frow the 
Alaska Highway Fund, the Service onde a study of tho rccrcationE.l re
Sources of the Alaska Highway in Alaska in 19L3-L4, and in 1945 com
pleted a covering r€:port containing rccJnT:1cndations for their protection 
and utilization. It is expcctsd that this r8port entitled "Recreational 
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Resources of the Alaska High,vay and Other Roads in Alaska" will be is
sued by the Gover~ent Printing Office early in 19~6. 

F. War Uses of National Park Service Areas and Facilities. 

Durinr tho war approxinatcly 2,000 pernits and authorizations were 
granted for the utilization of National Fark Service areas, facilities, 
and resources for purposes directly connected with the prosecution of 
the war. r'iore than h2.1f of then ,fOre for miner short-tern uses, such 
as field exorcises, maneuvers, overnight bivouacking, c::.nd the; use of 
park ro.::.ds for transporting naterials connected i[ith t he war program. 
Tho other authorizations included the occupancy 2.nd use of lands and 
facilitios; vtilization ·~f natural resources such as Llin(;rals, tiLlber, 
forn.ge, gravel, and lH2.tor; exclusive use of conccssioner facilities; 
rights-of .. vTaY; 8nd the loan or transfer:)f materials and equipnent. 
In addition 6 parcels of land totaling 9,500 2cres vrere transferred 
perr.w.nentl-y to the ,,;"far or NaV'J Dcpartncnts: 16 acres at Colonial Na
tional Historical PD.rk to tho Navy Departncnt for a housing project; 
0 .. 6 acres also at Colonial lIJ,:1.tional Historical Park to the Navy De
partment for the construction of a disc;cnsary; 3,052 acres at Hawaii 
National P2rk to the ~'-{B.r Departnent for a bOl"1bing range; 1,072 acres 
at otter Creek Recreational DeLlonstration Area to the War Dcpartnent 
for training purposes~ 739 acres at Petersburg National Military Park 
to the ~Var Departnent for a training school; nnd 4,700 acres at Santa 
Rosa Island National Monument to the War Department for l"1ilitary pur
poses .. 

G.. 11ilitary Installations in Hawaii National Park and the 
-Pearl Harbor Investip;ation of 19~5. 

In recent testimony before the Pearl Harbor Investigating Committee, 
General Harshall indicated that the Nntional P2rk Service was responsible 
for alleged unnecessary delays in granting a permit for the installation 
of airplane detection cquipr.Jent in Hawaii N'ltional Park. The National 
Park Service record shows thnt tho Service nnd the Department acted 
with expedition; that there were delays, but that these were on the 
part of tho ArLl¥; and that there WL'S a considerable delay, after the 
permit in question vms grnnted, before the Army made any move toward 
the establishraent of facilities. 

In July 19~0, the Ar;.ty indicCttcd its dosirc to obtnin, by transfer 
fro):l the Departnont of tho Interior, approxir<1ntely five 9.cres of land 
on the highest point of Haloa.kala, Islnnd of Hauii, in Hawaii National 
Park, for the construction of certain nilit2ry defenses 2S part of the 
Nation-yrid8 defense progran. Pernission Has requested, ,c:.nd granted im
nediately, to m.ke a prcliminc:.ry survey of the area, <,.s a definite site 
had not been selectGd. Two iTIonths la +,er ArJ1lY engineers began the sur
vey. 
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In the meantime, the Acting Secretary of the Interior advised the 
Secretary of ~Var that the Department vms opposed to the permanent trans
fer of such land, but if suitable land could not be obt2dned outside 
the ~ark, temporary use of Park lands could be granted if plans were 
submitted indicating the land to be used and the types of roads, struc
tures, etc., to be developed thereon. Prompt c onsider2tion lims promised 
in the review of any such plans. This procedure vms agreed upon. 

On November 27, 1940, the Commanding General, Headquurters Ha1JlJaiian 
Depa.rtmcnt, advised the Superintendent of Haw"aii NCltional Park that "This 
headquarters is not yet rC2,dy to request fornally from the National Park 
Service the permission necessary for the utilization of the Hauna Loa 
and Hnleakala sitos. 11 

A request for the lands vms not made until January 19L 1, and then 
tho Ar"8y delayed furnishing requested infornation as a basis upon which 
to issue the permits. An undcLted lotter received by the Superintendent 
of' the Park during the last 7J"8ek in i',larch, fro"8 Lt. Gcn. Walter c. 
Short, transmitted plans for the instnllntion and formally requested 
the issuance of a sp\:.cial use permit. One of the plans proved to be 
of such a confidential nature th<.>.t it ,Tas returned innaediately to Army 
officials vlithout review. On April 9, 19L1, the Director of the Na
tional Park Service , with the;) approval of the Department of the Interior, 
sent a radiogram to the Park Superintendent, giving approval of the 
installations as planned by the War Department. This vras confirmed by 
a special use p8rmit issued by the DepartIJent of the Interior on April 
29, 19L1, for approxim~tely six acres of land together with an access 
right-of-'imy. On April 22, 19L1, General S!1ort 'NTote to the Superin
tendent: "From our point of view a highly satisfactory solut.ion has 
been re~.chcd on this entire subject J and I desire to express my deepest 
appreCiation for tho cooperation you have given the Army." 

A supple~entary permit authorizing construction of a base camp for 
the adninistration of the Red Hill installation wc.s issued on June 3, 
19L 1, aftGr radio approval to proceed had bGen sent on May 17. Work 
on these projects was initiated in July, and proceeded slowly through
out the sunner. The installations were completed and put into effect 
in Nay 19112. After some months of unsatisfactory operation, due to 
tho inherent :!=)cculiariti8s :)f the terrain, the st2.tion was closed in 
19LJ and later ~Jas disMantled. 

Of the scvE:r1l1 radar stations included in the Army's plans for 
construction on the; Islnnds, only two VlCro v:ithin Hawaii National Park. 
On one of those stations, at Hauna Loa, 2.pprovcd for construction by 
tho Army in Novorr:bor 19LO, only surveys vlore undertaken. 

Unless this summary of data from the National Park Service files 
is supplemented by ~, study of pGrtinent ·,{2.r Departnent files, no his
torical judgment regarding General Mc:.rshall's ipplication is possible. 
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The conclusion to be drawn from the rocords of the Department of the In
terior and the NEltional Park Service is that it is unjustifiable. 

H. Proposed Atomic Bomb National lVionument. 

Both the Departnt:nt of the Interior 2nd the Pational Park Service 
contributed their bit to the first successful non-laboratory use of 
atomic power on July 16 within the Alamogordo Bombing Range in Socorro 
County, New Mexico. The first test of the atom bomb on that date took 
place on llUblic lands situated in grazing district No. L, and largely 
within the area withdrawn by Executive Ordor No. 9029 of JanuLlry 2, 
19~2, for the use of the Uar Department. Betvwen October 19LL and the 
date of th8 experiment, a series of permits had been issued by the Na
tional Park Service for quartering at Bandelier National Monunent person
nel and fanilies of personnel engaged in the Los Alamos phnse of the 
atomic bomb project and still other permits VTere issued for patrolling 
restrictod areas ,rithin Bandelier National Monur.1ont and for erecting 
guardhouses and fJunrd shelters thcruin. Regional Director M. R. 
Tillotson of the Region Three Office of the National Pnrk Service at 
Snnta Fe, Now Mexico, was also able t) be of assistance. In a letter 
of Janunry 8, 19L6 to Regional Director Tillotson, Colonel L. E. Seeman 
of the Army Service Forces stated: 

"I ,fish to express to you, in behnlf of tho Manhattan 
District, our great appreciation for the cooperation extended 
us by you and your orgnnization during the time vre occupied 
office space in your building. - The office furniture which ;rou 
made available to us was of course of particulnr help. I know 
of no better way of elaborating upon this than to assure you 
that the cooperation we received throughout the vmr from such 
organizations as yours, certainly contributed materially to 
our eff'orts to dovelop the Lltomic bomb." 

Shortly after the first successful test of the bomb became knovrn, 
Secretary Ickes on August 2L directed that an iTImediate investigation 
and report be made of the ~tomic bomb experiment grounds w~th a view 
to establishing a national mon1ll7Kmt undor the authority of the Antiqui
ties il.ct of 1906. Subsequently, on Septorober 8, Secretary Ickes di
rected Fred 'rr. Johnson, CO!i1Ii1issioner of the General Lnnd Office, to 
reserve the lands surrounding the atomic bOr.1b site. In his instructions 
t J the C':)J'?unissioner Socr8tary Ickes sur.nnarized the importance of the 
proposed national monument t·:) the Ar:1crican people and the peoples of 
the world as follows: 

liThe use of this bomb against Japan ims instrumental in 
the surrend8r of that nation and nat8rially reduced the further 
loss of life 2.nd limb among nem.bers of the arncd forces of this 
country and our Allies. The bomb also represents th8 successful 
wedding of the skills and ingenuity of Americ&n, British and 
other scientists, and of American industry and labor. 
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"In addition, the harnessing of tho basic power of the 
universe through the atJmic bonb ushers in 2. new era in man's 
understanding of nature's L)rccs and presaf,cs the use of • 
atomic}Jowcr not only as a forceful influence toward the r.1ainte
nance of "\flOrId peace but also as an instrument, through use in 
peacE:, for the creati:m of a bctt8r standard of living through
out the world!' 

tlIt is only fitting, therefore, that a national monument 
be established at the site of the first non-laboratory use of 
atomic power to commemorate that great historic and scientific 
event." 

At the date of writing, plans hC1.v8 been proposed to establish a na
tional monument of 3,531.01 acre8 includinr, the bomb crater, observa
tion bunkers, and other historic objects within the Llatlogordo Bombing 
Range areaae soon as the 'ifar Department feels that these lands are no 
longer required for Army use. Thus the Nntional Park Se!ovice will com
mence the postwar period with the addition ':)f a new national monument 
syr:rtboli~ of the transition t::J the atomic age .• 
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