





methods is that the population estimates have known
precision and can be statistically compared to later
estimates. The causes of any changes are more diffi-
cult to decipher. The movement, productivity, and har-
vest data should help us understand reasons for
changes.

Alaska contains approximately 65 percent of the
North American popuiation of grizzly bears. However,
we cannot take for granted the current healthy popula-
tions of bears here. The precarious situation for griz-
Zlies in the remainder of the United States, highlights
the fact that bear populations can be greatly reduced
by habitat loss and other human impacts. A well-
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