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!he elR!..ddle hor~Jes 8.».d pt:..ck stock used on the trip were the r..ersonal. 
properly of the writer or of J&r. leLell:e;;n. Rather more tb.,".n the usual 
dai.l.y mile.:~e tor tr·~':.v&l ot this sort w.aa awde,. ~s we averaged t~ent, 
m:Uea per W'-Y' r:tnil on soae da:711 me.de thirty five. lone of the ~·· 
of ~eportatioa1 l&edir.lg or ~ther Jlla.illtenence CO'It of the aui.Jt,:;J.a 
w~1.s bome by the gtnre:rnmen-t. 

GrJ.i~ly it wus ealelil.~,ud th~t hard.J.7 ~more time would be re­
cuired to tr.,.vel dire-etJ.t t.hx'Ough the moun.tuirus troa the back c01m.try ot 
&·uoi.H •S\nd lings ~on to :OWUs Postpile a.u4 'the back eountxy of 
Yos(~te then ~rould be needed to ~ the long• ro\.tlldal)out trip rroa 
the back countt';.V of Sequo:tlil. down to h~dr:.~•rters, thence b7 ;;:.nto dOti>ll 
ato the SQl /0&\.ilU.n Valley lilt.d BOrth ap the m&.Ul hic:~hWaJ' to loaeaite, 
81lld then 'bt<.ck in"to the h.igh ~tq .~. the intent Wi. s to follow t.lle 
3o1m ltUr ft:•aU troa Seqllota to tos;;:aitE~ .!.Uld th.ua gttin a better knO'Wledge 
of eondi:t.ions in the high Sierra- in which the writer bad neYer beea 
before - WJl l?I'OUld otherwise be po~sible. 

Actually it turned out tha~ dae to h~~ anawa ~ a late $prtng1 
ooneide:rable portions of the Zoha Jltli.r trill were :.rtlll ~Sfl<-~ble, 
neceasi.t.a.t!Dg long detoura over ditlieult and 8€1'1\'iom u.se4 wodls, so th:~t 
tt week's tilt.e w.'1S loat hom thia caus•• Aeoordia~ly, r..U time over «:~.nd 
-llbOTfJ that \'ihi.eb ~ haYe been rec~irt!d to S<Ute the trl.p tl'l'er the ueu.sl 
c,uto route tl:n."'GUgh the San loa ·lliJJ. v~·"U£7 was ch!irged b7 tht:J wrl.ter tQ 
~v.al l~ve. 'fhe obserr!:iti"na •de d~ this leave period are a 
tntecr.::..l P'.trl of' the wllole picture» howner,. a,;ad h.a•e been inCOrpor&,ted 
ia tull in:to this report. 

The detailed 1 tin&riU7 of the trip is gi"Ven under the VRrious areas 
treated below. 



-J.. 

Itiner<.iry 

:ehe route W&$ ~:rom Acll llount.nin to Hoapit.cl Rock <.:nC thEnce u.p the Mi~c:le 
fork vf the Kat.-eh N.iwr to Little lit'>..;.;lrpi"w iettc'iOl<. holll Little Be"'rp<:n~< the 
Rigi1 Sie.rra Trail wus follovted aero&& t.b.e Cha.goopa Plateau mad v.p thf:l Kern 
C<UrtJOn; on the C"uQ.g;oo_i)a PlG.teuu a ide tJ..'if .n'i.s ;~&.r~de :aorthv.,0ro. up to Red 
Spur to investi~\to *'Ka""·eab :&.i::.lr. f.e5erve~ and <Cll<>ther side trip w-"'-8 taken 
from Big ~l~oyo u:to Little Five Le..ke!' basin,. From Kern C£•ll)l'l.Jn the seld:Om US<ed 
trail up T:t•lld.ili Creek W~Hi:i i'oll4ww, Via th$ J3i~h.Ol'l'l Pla~:a:u, i:.o She:t)h.!£io:rd Pa;;.;c, 
<:•lld thooee to Indpntienee for suppli€·& .. 

f~t<a~ 25:ldi ti:e.as.. A ;ii<ell )U.ciintG.lxted. etoek t:t"".il com!eCi>s ksh YltJuutain 
with Hospital E:Oek but it i.: very seldom u.ii.H!id1 . .;;nd ~:hile thel'e no inducement 
to hikers to t.c,_ke thi;:; rou:;;;e beeuuse t..hE:: &uton~.obile lrlghwa.7;;> J:J:lralleJ.s it. 

~-~;i ~.:tw;t~. Tt.::w Midi":lle Fork of t.he Kawf.;:ab Rivm~ tr;:iVersos o. p:re­
cipitous t!'!m.sition zone country of rath.er high st:lacue.r tt::!mperatu.re~ where dense 
cllepa.rr;!'cl ;srowth Ccl:lad:irkn forest meet. 

!U;:,.lif!,. The steep densly forested. nort..trfacing ;~lopeG on the ::outh sid~ 
of the river eoustitutes a11 ina.c~e$ r0fuge for such J~orest dwellers as 'the 
eoug r liDd fi$her; in ff;et most o:f thi.s area comprises the important "Fisher 
Re1:erve-• which W>ItS recenUy set asir.Jc. ~ the iWie· side or the river but h~iber 
up in r~0d grRnlte coun.t.l"Yt loc£~.ted th.e secnc.ie.lly s-peetacul.sr granite 
Creek Reserve ,,,hieh ;;Jas l3at asirde by the pUl"k ~U.istrt;tion tor the study .::~:o.d 
protection of the golden trout (photol!! o:f these ?eserves iiere tliken. but were 
spoiled). 

!l.:::; chapp..:".r~1-clothsd ;::outl:, ... f::;c:i.ng slopes of the Jitldcle Fork ar~}e afford 
abunutrnt .food :''»d eovr;.;r for dee-r, bee.r e,nd grouse. 

Beer. Dropping·s noted Jul,y 17 r.U.qng the trail indie:el.te.d H heavy diet of 
!llmZ;!;iJUta be:rries1 :;ith wh:L:h the l.nli.:hes are heavily lad~ at this senson. 

At Little Bearpa:w lieadow :;:.. luge male and ti';O :.f€·a·l1ng cubs iiieri'. present. 
The latter came to th-e edge of ca.Atp ::!li~ :;'howed :i.n.terest in Oltr grub. Tiley 
had px•e\"ioR~l:r dug up partially buried ga.rh:r.ge left by ~' previous eam.pi!l.g 
ptU"ty and 't.:.ed become camp-oonseious .'9.E I'J re~ult of this experience, £~though 
as yet they were not so b6lr:".ly ;;poiled as to s.tt>ZOlapt ;::: raid o:n our supplies. 
U caapers \1'ould b'"l.l . .t'l'l. s.11 garb~1ge• incJ..u., ing tin c~;ne (wh:tch 'l'fiould the1·eby 





Speci<:t~ Report on a Wildlife Study ol t.il.e High ~'lena in 5e, u.oia 

t:.nd Ioeemte li.iii.tioncl. Parka uad AdjaeE~n.t 'lerritoq 

ha:m tiae tt) time :U:I. t~e }h&t 'f'fid,oua comments .... some of them 1a .a 
rather hUD'iOrous •ein - b.aYe beGn. l.t!Lde to the et.tect t.hat whereas the 
regiow'al field men ot the t.echaical breAches are 18iil"kedJ.T aetive in 
Mki.Dg .burri.ed visits to the n.d~ers of the pal'ks Gd JIIOa'Wientts 
in thet:' large terri.toriea, 7et •eh persou.a baYe often displqed but 
slight first hand .k:Aowl~ e ot the S\U'ro'Wlding park terri toq and only 
a ·li:ll:ited g:rasp Gt the ~t.U pro'bleu related thereto. 

liuee there seeu to be :DO m;.y ot &YOidi:Dg the aeces~rity ot ailb!Ditting 
teelmical ~ts on loeal. Jlf,\rk prolal-. from a aore w less d11tant 
ce.ntrel ott1e•1 1 t ~ "the Cblt1 of those who haTe to Jli!-ke the 
~'·to avow ttd.s tom of eritieia.,. botd.Dg the ~Jions lD 
cuesti~ It :l.s for this re:;~ uaelg to beC'o.me ae~ated 'dta a 
hitherto tmle.aiU.~ regioa, k MU.eh • ~rge JWiile!' of EOI pl"'jeets 
luive beea alti.a:ted ia the ~st that the m.ter aade the F•se:o.t stUC17. 

Seope ot Stib~&et latter 

W1t.hou:t a doubt the preeent period is 011e o:t eh<:tn,ge on the High 
Sie!'JJ"fi• Some of the coadi tions here reeorded. are the pz-odllct of earlier 1 
li!.Ore prl.mltive U..es aud prol:mbl7 wUl aot last lllUch longer,. hr this 
r'fW.BOn the toUowu.g repori iDcl\tdea Yariou~ obaerrr:~tioas much a.re not 
al.wt:fat dlreetly «mnected rtith Yd.ldlife 'b-.t :t$.1Gh aeera wrtb.J' o£ record 
so that the;r can be compared 1.'dtb. later devlil!l.opments:; and beee.use they 
ma,- \)e of use to persons aot peraotu,~J.y ••inted with the region. In 
wee:tment ot aub.feet uw.tter tllE. <da :L:.1.a been to avoid a l'll'Xl"row, stvietly 
ll"ild:life point of new in f&Tor ot tile broader conside.r~::~ion ot wilderness 
vuu.es. 

E ;u.ipmsnt •-~nd Asli!ist::;nce 

The trip was made 1n com~ with ltr. 1'1.~ B. lct.ellm who 1s e... friend 
tJ.nd r.u:d,gb.bor of the Wl"iter and !tn ezperienfM!d mounta.t.D DUJl 'Abo lived tor 
a consldera<le tiale 1ft t,he Sierrlit tfev~da yef,~ors ago. Jb:·. MCJLell:;,n ld.adl.f 
vol.unteered to r,;r,o r,loug fOl" the pleasure of tb.s trip. His det;;dled k::aov1ledge 
ot trail conditions '?:nd the condition. ot the I'<lDge .fifteuu y-e~l.t>l ago, when 
JlOSt ot the eountq oioh ,_ traYeled was h .. J:.Yi.l.7 sheeped or gl'azed by 
cattle, was ef:'peO:i~y "t'rlluable as ;;:~ b~"'sis ot comparison ·with conditions 
in the s. J!\6 plac.es aow. 



The zigzags on t.he .short cut tre..U u.p to Little Bearp.aw Meadow are steep, 
lw.t their Yety !:rlaiti-reaeas coatribu:tes to the id.ldemess -.taoephere :t.a 
a way toot a sophiatieated., ~i:aeered pe:tao.v eaa.ot do. 

tiJilil:§r§lj.Jt ~!~!- Superinteadent White ealled attention at the 
beg~,J; or tile trip to the fire lla:mrd condition ixl' the llddle Fort 
U"ea• poiat.ing out. that bl tkis region, v.tt.er-~>- the iatl1UD2:ble eh.:·.ppa.ral 
ad3oi.u th.e foMst1 the d!'Wger of :tire is ~rtieul; .rJ.7 gr;:.at, bec~imse coa­
side '&ble alJllibers of fishe:raea traT-el up i.ald down the rivar. SU:perilltencent 
Mb!te .Wted that a truck trHll ap the Iiddle lork is neces&al"1 in ordft" 
to give e.deqaa.te fin ~)roteetion to the ~. 

Big~ ~i!ld Ch~oopa Plate--• 

be• ·!J, AJ!ge}fi. ~'rom tae MidrJh Po~ lolmtry one elllibs rapid.l7 Up­
ward towtt-cl the .-it of the Q~t Western Divide, rthich riYals the maiD 
~ ereet in hei .. ht and J~pee'k.cu.hr b~t.Y• Ia diszy zii;zags the High· 
Siel:'l"a Tr&il scales the graat. te slopes, tmtU the forest i~ let\ t"~r below. 
4;t lexrgth it CWDl-.&eS the divide .ti;\ laweah Cki:. arou.c:J w.b.eae e:Nxgs the thllnder 
l"QQlbles, aDd ent£rrs the loug alptaa lle'«dow at the hea.d ot Big Arro70• 
Cl\agoe»pa Plate.au. is a high spa.eifi'W:l rather ~03 ~'"bl.e L:ad, most.q forest­
covered but also v.i.th 111£~ ll$&dows, ot ·:hich SV Pa:dow Jleadow is the large;:;t• 
.md se'fecral le.ke.s tmd ~ ..,.. 

JDAlift• Deer. IVidatl.v rather e0111m0n 1ft Big Arro7o aad on ~oopa 
nat.eau... 

Ea:w~ ~sin Beserv~. It ws.s hop&d t.hti;t e tl"iP coW.Ci be u.de into the 
remote Kaweah B.asim B.eserve, but the ditfi.culties at.tent:k:.n.t UJ:'Oll rtE:netr;:::.tiDg 
this aoun aia-rilaged area, to "C;hich no trail has eTer been buil:t. prevented 
the wri-ter troa c os•J.za,g ita luuTien ct!.trta::; the time at our di.SJ?OP<::'~• 

FroQl the Ctwgoop..;. Plat~ side a aeries o.t .lorty ridges bar the we:r 
u:cept at the i:louthem e-nd of led. S:pur• Where it apr~rs that au ~raaee mt;;ht be 
gr'lined1 tltrough the thick tilllber (Pig. 21 He· U50 Pigs. 51 9) • . ~ ~ 

... tloseph 1li.:lrDa has statsd. that SO far a.e he molt'S th~ ~ ~ being• 
Who bJ;:.-e enkred the :regio:a Ja recetlt ;rears &.rei l'erno.n &Ue1 (be:tweea 
1930 aDd 193.3), a tUb. plaa:ti»g ertM ('v.Qged by the pre~ ot !iiJl to han 
ate:red soae tiu prior to 1934), .._eh Qf J'orestry t:ype sappiag crf;llf (1933)1 
loe;;:;fl l'JiJwa (19.34). S...ral. old -t.:im.e aount<'.;d:a meo at Indepeudeuce, FloreJWe 
"•• !EiAd lirlgs ·~who were int.erriewtld b7 t.Ae writ•~ Ic:a.ew the loeatioa 
ot tbe kweah Basin veq well bat onl;y one of tha {Mr .. Gates of: I:ftdependeace) 
had ev.- been in there. 

As pointed out in a lflla.pol't oa hse.urc.h lle&erves Prof;osed for Sec;uoia 
.I ti®id. ~~rk• (Octobe 91 193S), the kwetlh B.c~d.a h&el'Ye ide&ll7 f'llltillil 
the ret::lU.remen.t& ot &. rese&reh reserve,. Oa the other b.aad, tlle aaeceasiaUity 
:t.spo~ bJ its rr-t u.tux111l. -.rriers renders it 'IIBattrttet.ive to the ~sairlg 
tourist; ~r a th.e eTent that such ~>• visitor S:bould gaia entr..;l1Ce to 
the area,. he ';:Joul.rl find notb.ing there ilbich ~as not abDrlJ.&ntly a1'ailable 
in tU surroundin;; cOUU'tr.J • for these reaoons it is Cat'net:rtly rec~.C. thAt 
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Fig., 9.. Vier1 l()o.ldJlE: e_"e.t .!rom the Ri..h S:i®l'l ... t TrNU t'f,o rnile~B d:>ove J'!lnci..ion l.fb:tdo.~:.. ~1ho~':t~ th<w 
tort:t·tr•l&li-likt> e, ;;t .· ud n.o•·th bound~ .. -·ins ((lotted lin.~) ot thillt hKedlt B": .. ;d.n f.i.fJSt:1ITe.. In the 'fu 
dii3t,.no® {up:l('-;;' vi.;h.t) c~,n be a€en tho formidL;ble pinn;;;"cles ~'bit:h the b.:;.td,n tnm rp ·:t~t£;.cll~ 
from thf:, bOUth ·t,-te;; t; the wide< c~5le len:u oi' the; e .. ;m<tl'<:' tUxlt'l ft:,ilu ·t.o rc1£H>oei.U.OO tht; :uM:;;r;ive ·:-t"'por.­
·l;;i,.JnB ·•nd t;hc: <;.ws-inliipi:rlng pt::!"'J0!11lt!icul'·t:·.ity of tb.ei:!r; tlist>n.t !Jt~~J~a (IS...Reti S:•ttr·9 111.-~d E> ·,.;t·;,,h.e 
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Ira to:re;;ted rq;;i:lnt~~" oo hLnd,. fz,ll0lll lO$£S o.ftt:n ate:nre &;.:;, uoil-
®:$:Ct&Sid.ve t.'".:,n-off i'..h£::ck i.neil:>it:;:rrt . ;ulll(;:y t :c. t 

wid:et::t tr,:dl frolf.l 
: nd. sc,rwr;,,cl to crll to 

'l.lif" 

fork .flo6s ?::.5 
h:. ~ rlil:eE}i\'f(iil IROrr.; ~.v.blL it;r 

;:~s th~ ?:.J:'>«' tin:, IS 

wt.'ill kno;<:n tiekile Fork C-::.n;y:Jtn its 

22,. 'lypier.l via,; ox· ·t.11w. 
no?th .e:s.ll., a.~:~ 6¥2fit 

Creek t:r.'lr.il., 

{ '!?' w, •. -.. '"4.) dJ..1.0~; B-e. ;.- ~:-.#{ , $ 

more :.~r·iEdtive 

HicM.le !'o:rk 
th® ~ o.u 
eentr:.l m;.;:.$6 

" :fJ'!l)od»<o:;:th. The floor of 
1Ls sohl,e ;:;.soo b$nch 

will :coo:n 
niece ot 



ft.ro 23. i\ typicw;z.l !~:t:tj.~JJ. lilf li!i<irUtB Fort c:::.~Qn• vi" t:r~ 
~«mj<Jn tz"';;"i1$ loo.idJ:~4! l~ttl iww the pre~'-fit:e ot o~t::t;:,oio:w_,l de. 
m$r;}il•xtr~ 





28 a 

* ciuperintendent Guy Hoppine, of General Grant Nationul Park hao since 
lnfor:nca tht:e writer one or tt;u other hccve succeeded in pi':t.St:iing 
throut;h thd gorge 
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fii• zs... Glimpsc of t.he 
llGEH::Ue j:.!Ollt.ted ~,;:xets £-S 
se;f'::n :!:':rom the a;.b~,nito:t'led 
li11L'.rett line :ro;;;_d.. The 
wide ru:tgl(t; lens f:c,ils to 
do justice to thes® spire 
l.::U:e er<:tg f5e 

volc:nic .. 
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A.I.<X'C' U &. •~• ~., ~ce w ~U:ol'Bi~> lull 
b$el\ :t:~rfli!ld &a b:r4Mii4W ei)Ut 20 diritir.at, e:.u-
liaeJt ~i~ .MNil.tion i~ Mt ai!i UDclml~:.l tilNit.»: 
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i'itnd rmuu·.l life, the onl:. ,_.:,;r;~p~~'t of ro;:..t~ eontiltructio:n ree1u.i:cing eo.~.a.:,nt 
:Ls its eff eet on th-r; ~~:::d.:.ti ti Vt;; :;let \ll"e.. !he eoruvtruetion of '~ rot.C:: often in­
vol'\ti'Jz; £~>. l:tuch gr s:ter di£tturb::~.nce of· ori:;;;i.n.t.l env.lromaf:nt tl"tcn is im.l;llieti 
krJ" jn.:;t "' n.~roYJ lint' clra.wr1 on s. iM-Pt- r.<nd it ill.ll2t oft,i.JrL be di:f'.:.>icult :or t.}~Gi'HJ 
tiiho ia:::ve to TIV~B .fintil ci.eei~:.ion& on ro:s.d ._uesti.;;ns .f:t:'"OJA !!1 (;;.1;st6.nc® to ?iet-ure 
tht:• tot;;;l 'lElOtmt of istttXOCJlee n&ceSLc<?.:r·i.ly in:volved in adC.it.ion to .msrely le.Y""' 
i~ out s l'O:tJ!: beii the colm.trJ .. 

Tll.e eortert:ruction ot ne?. 'fiogt-1. Rot.O. i~ EJ:l'cl:i.tioned itlt :.ny t:w~'::ht 
of cz·itiei~ng· 'LK.m:ler in the r;roj~t$ once it decided upon, 

h;;:tndl.sdJI but it lliust;r,;t· :S th;r; co.;2plex1 ir.rev;oes He • p9r-
llzpR J:Prtlw i.mlorS·'nn tn o!' r"ist1:t1"'l:>r:nceo: ,:f-dch is set up r ~ '',l.'.x:m aa r>n 
0i8,bo;.;tc ,.,., ~f- trd: \yx:.e (Fig~ .35) 1:. <-:t;th~:dzed.. The .11::;e it.. ~f t1cOUE;ht 
Er.p;,;;lle~ eve:t: mora foreihl.y in tJ:J.e ease of tb.e .latch .fietclly (:~<:Jl oox1struetion pr'O­
j z,et r:lantioneci 'l;u;;low ... 

fig .. 31t... lt'ore;at kill'""'<i br i:l:l£>\::et 
ts:t.·taek (~tu-ing ths outbz'e.::d.c ,,hiCll 
stdrtcd ~:bout 1916; T.ie'<, t;;tl;,:en 
from the ol0. Tiegs . .Ftou.d (n.;sw 
l"Olid tJill 00 <:;. bl'OfLcl.fl 'fl<'.V€Hi 

;as.f) near- 'fuolUWtne- !i!e.S::-.:ot't'. 
It .. ill ·oo notE:ci t.:1ut. reJi:r:·oc:,"G..ction 
is vigo:rous 1i!'id mensiV® ~:,o 

fore:st ce:r.mot be llii:.dd to 
b>.::' in of s,xtinetion., 



.. 
:tl~•J_ffi. 



















-:n-



aJSd tke re.sult.ing h&le is to be flooded 1.11.th •ater to fora an art.tf"icicl. lto.ke 
::.o as to conceal the scar. 

Le.ke J:l&a:ao.r is aao~r artificial re~10ir v,ith ~•idrt.lf :tluet.ati:ng ¥<U~::r level; 
h~, unlike ile:tch letchy1 a portion of the pre:seat bociy of ll-atar, w..s 
o:rigin;S;ll7 a r.mturu lake. ~ a., the careta.keJ.o•s house ~ &f3csoei.atF* l»i,U<ltngs• 
a road• and a wo*'k caap ha'V"ii~ <tilliteraWd a.,. ~EJs V"..l~ues. 

' ~:'a ft~ .t,ake lleaaor is au iaportaat egg tald..Dg station. !he water 
leYel f~ ~ut 2S feet d'Vil\g the W~U~er1 lRlt the origin:~.l sta; retains enough 
water to enable the fish to r~W'ri.ft. 

At. the Hetch Betc'b.J' B.eaerYOu• .f."lso• old ~aterlines T.i,$iblE; on the CaDJ"'B wills 
aboYe the pres•~ water surfaee• toget.b.er :;ith the ,p;ref!euce of a ~ne clewid of 
ftgetat1cn1 illdica1tie thet th• wter l.e'Yel tluet.uates at l.erast ~ent.; fift feet. .. 
Such ~ f~ue•ut.iou pl"e1'(•t the est.ablisbmeltt o:f' nB:~ ia~t aquatic f'ood 
plqta1 as poiated out. 'br 1'C. Ri~ L Bond 1a & ~;:Udltfe aeaorlll.nda dated 
lo~ 12• l.93S. 

:!".:... ._..... 

~ fBBiileJ&• !he Wlr'i'\er •u:. ~. t.aat original contract ld.ds for the 
coutncticn ·of the Of~f$q" - calle4 :tor the building of a fom- :Coot 
wide, Oiled tratl ill the way &ll>011DO t.be re$ei'VOU at the high ~¥1' llu. 

!id IP JSiile lr1&1Qata.. •~ eastie a.ltRation of aatwal cODditions which 
has tate place 1D. tl'd.a regi01t h&S p.rcfoundlJ' disturbed DtatlJ forms of iiilldlif'e. 
hall a ~ Yi~ hoWever• the ~~ d&stl'lUfUon of ~as 
Ylil.ues is llUCh •re serious• auut thi£ ef.ftlSii:W8.t1cm aJ.cme tt10uld fu.ll.7 J u.at1f'J the 
det&t'miaed oppos1U® Which the Ser91ce baa ett.- to tha ~tati.on ot th& 
ot the area. Pro'tm:oq the ~el.;y :realf71D& e<mSGQtlfmCes of huge proj eets B'Ueh 
as th:is ve DOt el.eHI"ly aeen tv- those lta.o h:sf't'e to make fiDe.l 4ec1s1ons on thea 
fl'Oil rf".aot.e h.et.tdqva.rtera. fl.lo ~ fceee the .fw.l extent of l.!ildwaesa de.,. 
trllcttoa. iael.udlag all. the roads• trails• t~, hiaten~ sts.tioal$• trl>llWSJ'!St 
etoek ~a. bo....,..... pitt• aouataiaaide scare, ~ llies1 nbandoned camps, aad m~ 
oWt.eratiou._ ~icit b1 the drto_~iiug ot a Ur.ly eepeat ot 11ae, represeat'Ug a 
&a,. across this ~ 

' .. . .Although the tleatro.eticm ot tiguel. lhadolf will 'be e<JDei;iB.led 'b7 .Ulli.Dg the 
holtt dth w,g,tter - 'flhidl is. doubtles:s tbe betit choice .of expedie!lU - of eourse 
thls e..fz~UillS~lilce caa DOt be used as a &l"~t. 1n fa'IO'r of tba Heteh Be~ 
p:roJect.• aiace the p'U.'J:'pOae bebind tbe eetmb.lJ.sbent of the ~ "'·~,:;; t.o pre.serw 
natural condi Uou aDd this pel"tiutaiu is not aet b; e.:rill ici~;llr ~.nging 
the sce:Mry to m.ake a pretty picture. Perhaps the Me:ri.fiee of tbia area 1ft 
Yolk~i te may help preTrtlit other raids Oil thfl ne.t1onal parks sucn as the threa'tent.~ 
construotiou of a turm.el tlu·o~ lioeky mountaiD lational Park. 
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.Altl\O;uP. ~e mmual cl.i.liatic qcle t.hro~at most of Califorrda is 
cbuacteriaed by cool rai,ay 'id.n:tars alternating dth hot, m"';y sl11D!!lers,. the 
elllflo.t.e of various large :m.olll.ntraia .IUIUss•s ri.91n.g above 8000 feet constitutes u 
e:xo.eption to tJ.1.1j.j, rule. fo bit!her portiou of Sierra Jl'en4:ta•. in particular 1 a:re 
sub~eet to frequent ~r tl:nmerstvns "''1;ieh exert a pl.'OQOUDe$ti etfect upon 
the vegetation $'.Drl tkus s.econdarily upon the as.ooc.iated d.l.dl.U'e •. 

AU re.si4Gts alld. habitual Yisitors liboa • eneount.ered in tbe aountaias 
agreed that tit~ rains ha:t't; be~ he~v:ier and 110re p;rolonged than usua.l thia 
IUIIIIIflrt· ami that !'orage conditione are tile best h at least ten years., Certaillly 
feed was abmtdaat nearly eve3/")-where• .slid •s lty ao me<:V.Ls used up even 1.n tbe 
vicinity of the sheep camps. Perhaps this Wli'J!7 a.bt.mdel'.l«• however, has resulted. 
ia na 11md:ul;y favorable ~ai.on as to the effeets of gradng in tlte region. 

Rain f'0ll duril'l€ 16 of' the 28 dars spent by the Ytrtter b the Ugh eo•'lirJ• 
tJS'Wdlr the ak)' •ulti be s-..what o.ercast ill the llO:t'Diag but l\'lt.h 110 aetual 
raiat thea sbortly att.er lunch the air would ~ DDtical4y colder and rain ~,ouJ.d 
COID\ence to fall• often eo:itillg dee very bard for three or fo-ur !tours to th• 
aceom.'!)!il.!.ilJ.e.nt of a prodigious Cl"&sh!Dg <'.'!Jld :nabliaf; of thunder among the mi~t etl­
eircl.ed crt:'.,llll.. !or4d e~ i!lhe .-v,npom> would subside,, and during the night 
little or ll.f,::me would fall, •id.ch was deeid.eq eGDTetli(>.!lt. 

these J"ecu:rren.t at~ showers kept the po:rou, Jl01mtain soil reeld.ng l.ike 
a Spofti•• so that the high mea~ws lUU'e still eoYe:red td.th flowers and greea 
g;raa:~, whereas ua.u.uU,. by tbtit ~ or yea:z. the feed =-~ea to iJ:q up. 

a J 

fiddle fork 
of kweah Ri YM" 

Big Jtrroyo 
to Upper J'nnston 
leadow 

JG:JAGE ~IGBS 

f!P'!OF 
'~WAGE 

~UiJ:.rri AMOI'JNT li'ENCED 

Little Beupaw 11eadow wet meadow good 
(other loealities ia 
this vicinity &tdd to 
be goodt bu.t DOt visitad) 

Big Azroyo almost through-- bwebgrass fine 
ou·~; S~ Parlor Meadow ~~ &ad wet mead-
elsewhere on Chagoop~ ow 
Plate..nu 

r~A'fJi!l 

2 or ,3 

\Ullilllit- Pres~nt 
ed u :B1g 

kfr010 



~<ill 
tern Caayon 
f:rom Upper 
l'lmston Meado•, 
to TyndE~ Creek 

Tyndall Crt'"ek to 
Shepherd Paes 

Shepherd Pass 
to Independence 

Independ.ence to 
Onion Valley 

~""!Bilqto 
iullf'rog Lue 
a!1d vieird t7 

Bubbs Creek 
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I£gea.tio!! of J:o;t<i&e T,l;ee or, ForGt.&e 
Dppor Funston Meadow wet meadow 

Kern Rot Spring wet 1i.e£>.dow 

Kern Can7on between Iern l:nmchgrass 
Hot Spr!D.€ aDd. Junction 
:Meadow 

IUilcti.on Meadow wet metidow 

Junction of tyndall hunchgrass 
Creek ~nd Ken River 

Bigb.om Pl:': teau lld bunehgra.ss 
YicWty and wet meadow 

Owens Valley 

base of the hills bunchgrass 

base of the hills bunchgrass 

wet m.eadow 

Xings Canyon Mational Park 

Vitiette 
Fa ea. dow 

wet meadow 

&uaJ:!y 
good 

fair 

good 

poor 

gooti 

good 

good 

good 

good 

fair 

Fenced 
DOUlll Pasture, 

about 10 Present 
aereP 

2 or 3 .Pres.;:nt 
acres 

JWU.ted; none 
sporadic 

1 or Z none 
acres 

limited none 

unlili.iled none 

several. none 

li.m.ited none 

appropr-iated 
by pack 
stock none 
eoneeasion 

app::opria ted 
b,r 
campers none 

2 or 3 ac:res; 
ap~,ropriated 

by cempers 
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Goddard Canyon 
to norene~ Lake 

Glorenee Lake to 
Silver Pass via 
Vermillion Valley 

John JIUix fraU 
trom. clilver Ps.;ss 
to DeviL; Po£t 
Pile 

East side ot 
Hell-For-Sure Pe:;ss 

Severt!U. uu:t:.dows in 
Godoard Canyon 

Jackass l'.'Jeooow 
(or Florence Lake) 

Mono Mea.dow 

South ~ide of 
Silver Pass 

Deer Creek 

Devils Po ,;;;tpile Jumerous ,:;mall 
to Volc£~nic Hilige m.ec:·.dow-s 

Fenced 
ast.tre 
none 

poor acres. but 
the country 
is &heeped 

fair 

good 

'l'ret •;oeac;ow a.nd fine 
bunch grass 

wet meadow v.nd. 
buncllgrass 

said to 
be good 

good 

fair 

~•et mee.(:ow end gooC. 
i:P.mehgrass 

wet meudow tind good 
bunchgras~. 

wet meadow fair 

large ac:reGge, none 
but ~:>beeped 

il.n aggregate 
of perhaps 
25 ~eres 

5everal acres 

25 or more 
acres 

!l!.i~ years, 
but grazed 
by cattle 

Li.OOUt 20 
acreil 

pres::;n 
in tit 
le~st 
one 

pres en 

JJone 

none 

several none 
acres 

m.:::.ny e.erEcs prcst::rd 
pri Vi?. tely 
o·uneci; 7 or 
8 ac:.:·es of 
public p;;;'.stu.re 

¥greg1:0;te of 
perhaps 40~ 
acres 

press-It 
poor 
slw.pe 
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John :luir !raU 
from Devils Post-
pile to Tuolumne 
M.eado,s 

fuo~umne Meadowa 
to Pate Valle;y 

Rancheria 
Mounte.in 

Retch Hetehy 
to lake Eleanor 
'ria Beehive 
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~cat~on of Fgrase Txpe of Forage • 

Pwaice Flat blmchgrv.ss 

Between :Pumice bunchgrass 
Flat and b'hadow Lo.ke 

(Agnew Meadow lies 
east of here) • 

Shadoa Lake wet tnet1dow 
and bunchgras& 

Garnet Lake and wet alpine aeaQ.ow 
r,Shea·~ 
Thousand Island Lake 

Rush Creek wet meadow a.nd 
bunehgraas 

~Jell Canyon .,. JleadoW 

!uolumne Meadows m·;y meadow 

F~&te Yalley dry me&dow 

top of the plateau dry meadow 

Beehive 

)BNJ:tcz lNJo;pJ< 

good many acrefi 

good limited &nd. 
sporadic 

good 15 or 20 
acres 

poor; limitless 
stock wont 
stay 

good 

fine 

very 
fine 

!sir, but 
largely 
exh~.usted 

g:ood 

good 

llmitless 

limitless 

many acre~ 

1 or 2 acres 

me.ny acres 

10 or more 
a.c:::'es 

Fenced 
faetur 

none <?> 
none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

JJone 

11~ Meadow wet meadow good 
Ranger Station !:l.nd 
Swa.p Leke 
(The mau Miguel 
Meadow is being obliterated) 

i1ILDEP..NE~SS PliO BLEM.: 

,;till 
as a Vi.'lSt !.19.t1.U'Lcl 
eou.nt.erp~,rt in 



recl.ity. Only~. few ieolatcd fr~~mu -~>><Ve EMJ:1(l:R~ the f•.liivnncir~ net<'~ork of 
bo~~s~ rods ~ tHila VJ!!i .. ~h if' bc1ing ::!;f;».i:rt!.intly utew:led w er.-tpt'Ul'·e th~, 
ttK ~t prt;H~~nt tho rtin.joJ?i t;/ ~ven of thwe fr&f,'!l!e'llti:l ~-~.a {j,Q-Qiaad. They h:5i.Vtt been 
pl~inst!i.ldn~"ly il~' >lH:d• ~1nd <i<A Wilxll':ti:te :a:yat£<a i!i_. iitip post6t:!J:l~ tr~ils ru:.~ t;een 
Ut.ro4lace4 OVer ;,fdcb tl.\oQ$f.';.OO.ft of p~l~ eireulate ~aeh ~~l"j i:1he-Gp !illCl eattl$ 
gr&~e o~.r fllUch of thitir ~.:rtl~ and fish p~tinr~ el'tl'fl~ regul&.rly pii~lletz:·.~t.~; th•~ir 
fal!>tU$~ w <'llli-tribu.te ~itd~ in(i:uce~ae:nt to :f'll!'t.h~r inv{~.;.i't'ln. Ii> i~ ~igni;i:,io;,"nt 
tb.!>t ~t:itl:t the d1$t<J!':}~al'-<mc• of t.l'~.:~ ~iab~~ lt:trg~ nat-m~.;.\l u.r~~ tha t.@l"fl ""'ildern:esi}tt 
h.fil:S t('fndfM! to beeome ttebased :zoo i;s !!.Ow frGf4lllentl;y ~;;litH~ t_, Dd~lop«i t2·c.:ets 
of a fe¥, h~e4 a~rea. Gr 'l'.ilVen lA h::,li tioJten ~{1<1.1\• evGll tt . .out.;li ~~e uy be 
entirely :~1~de4 by lk':\~ ;:rubjecetecl. t;o !nt~na:ive h~ u~. 

lo one deniGU th<l:l v~lu.e oi' •,i~nfi CG~s.et. u t;l.tt itntidJ.Jte f~r t.:::.e j)hy$ic.al 
ana ?4l>:nt?'!.l ,;,b,oek;t; cau~. ~· t<Ji.$ Dlltav ®>IU'ui'tea, tht;; pttl'po~~a $f:tee<: n•:~ the 
:n:srr·ow. ar·tifici.?:..llty of' aed..-rn ~hz:;nize4 Elll::iS~e. •t'h~ ~hiaf iti.t'fe:r;''llCei- of 
opUU.cm S$~Jil to oeev ~ver .sud! ~-titions a$ ho~· !!)J.> ti 'f.!~$J>.;h .!!l;:tfd:b e£:n t:-e 
pl?.l'&d (}Q'fli'J'l in ~1-. t~ t1till :r-e-Wn lt~ 'f.:lilC.e?lliiSS ~tllos~UU~H._ and .hO'I'! lM'ge a 
erow4 et\~n be t'i.trned loose in ,:. ,,w~~ woH.llout (testrnyl:ng 1tli> &ati!P..nti<d (.~Ut:l.ll ti,7s. 
l:'el"£,ons m-ho a:rgu tbese point~& ~-~; !'$.il t,o t<Jte i~to !l.e.eaGt ·thet. d:.lthou£h 
'lltidfll1aeii'l$ ~tao~ph.~ i~ &. mr.1 ~'lflk.l'i$h~ ~.,ll(i :ct'.n oo t-lost ke-snly felt, it ie ·· 
tH.Vt-reely •~·tmr~;;.b>J.e in t0rta>J eC.41i~;f-~:es. e;:!M is: ~~ ~~c;;;d,.ly ;:,nd _,:eruwne.nt.ly 
dest;-royed thro·~h u;ee~z.iw h.l.ltl<:''ll deV#.?lopaeat t.t& .. r:il!l by ~fire; :indee41 ultimc;.te x·e­
CO"ffiW'Y from the U~t lMAtioned ettta.Stl"'phe is t.b.~~ l"'l;i}.o::._ but in the e.·Be of 
poci'i·ihle rEJCO¥wzq f~ the :toner. 4\XJ'Itl'rie:onee of.fel"ii; p.r-re.ctiet~ . .ll)" llO l'..ope. 

hli t.h.~t tJlut w:Utie:rntH~:S is rxaoliit gOlli.('• t.he :ti~tsd :for p:r~s~rving· <ii·OM& ot tbso 
reawJ.ni.Ag !'r&.gl1t4':tatg is £.11 t,he J3f'.lr:e; 1&94raUY$:. 

\~'1 th t,he u:eaption t>f cert.~ .. tn ~1-hiert re{;i·~1U::i (:~~hicb r~·pre~:nt a pt:iculiaJr tzr.ti* 
ot ~ildemul?i 110t . o'Qd el.iie~>hA!Jl'e) the t~>aly UJ:or'b.nt rd.l.W'Ueas !N.t"m€.nt~ r<C_,m,~.ining 
ia "~<lllf<>rl!lilll are Ue$1 ted &"-:lo~t the ~;t. of the Siar:ra leV{~. !hil1ii aount&!.b 
axis is 11.0~ tz-;;;Y0J: Led bJ'· "ic'?fJI:'OX~t"ly ;;:o roa4.a llletWC\len L'.:;.ss.en Ntl.ti~r'**''~ Jl~;;J'k <rw 
fehaehtl.pi Pm8$J omlf tMt p<>rUcm of tb.\6 _,Wlta.:in.g ma.ss lying est~;Mn TiGg~~ F~ti 
aD4 iftlllker P*-SB ba~ eac~~.ped tr.~.~ p~tHJ of 41.s~ct1on, *"nd, ewr ill thi.c; l0,t;t;. un­
tl'tr.Wl'~H r~a the pilidte:r-lU.e: .-terwicnl< Q.f udition~l ro.e,di\. tr$;:f'e ~ten fu 
into the h~ of the ao'I.\'Dt~l.UtS in. t:ku-ee loc:i&l.i ti~uj,• td t.b. t.h~, td-tU!P.•,te intent of 
outti.ng elttirel1 th:r"'ugb. the Sierrian k;cktxme. 

!he i)J'eeent statu ":tid tmt;t..n.ded fut•~ of thes~ t.ht-ee roE~d!. ia well ~!lows oa 
the 1936 r~":d tip of the Sta:OO~i.~.rc! Oil c,~tl!&Jl)~lq or Oalif•;,:rn.it:~.; Iihdr e~pJ.etion •;ill 
split the luge-at r~it.ti.Dt; l'liUemt~otll$ r~..;£1on into t-hre* f:r<.;'i•ilcint~. ',\lld ~'ill eon-
~1dwa'bl.T :ree'G.Ce the s,:i.~e Gf i.>hii' ned l&:rg~st rewJ.ning IU'ef ... lUi 11>e~ (F~t·. 49). , 
One of these 1"064!<a)'6 is the Ktugs River C~.nron h1ib;~6Y:t now .&nt.ielp;~~te(;l na~ c. 1i:Dlom:p 
~!1fri to ~ Yt.I.lley. Perhaps thi~ -e~e..r'~ dr u fiJ.?XJ' be, poet;poB® t.or , ~ 
,.u,rs (t:b.e J'bren Senice is iW.id to " 4lefifd~~ly ~~i~~t it ;;n:. pre:lU'~n~} l:tu.~,.~c:~t 
it ~'ill t·au of ul:t.iali!i!t~, fulfil..la•.td .-... tM l.aea !l<iAS i;;i.;).tJll ph:.tt(f(i ia t·ile p-u ... .Ll.c 
aitufi ue.u' hertU7 llkf:ly. Aticther q,f tlae.ee proposed rG<>~d~J:.:1cy~. frozli Ct:~mp ·. ~el"'on. ~o 
~ P.t.ne, ~;i~l Jl&lilif ::>rJ elo;;}e ·r.o Se.:;_-,,.l';oit~ Nati~•w:~l :Pi!l.l:'k ;:h$t tb.f.- conc.t:r:;.tc~l.on oJ ·iii 

road into thiil Ke-n (eontillU$ 1)11 ;;'"'lie !59} 
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CaJ1708 fdll poesea~ o'l'erWhelai&lg attrf.~etion to an engineer. It will be noted that ttlreaciy 
these state highways have been given their future ciesigDat:i.ng nabere ! 

! proDlinent goYernment otfieial hfiS stated that no epot in Ca.lii'o:mi;s.. is no?<· .GlOre 
thtl.ll lO miles froa ~ome road. · 

tJnfort.unately the eo~Wtruction of a. road iuto vi.rgin eoutry represents only the 
first step ill the ew:U.easly raifyi.Jig proces.s of •<~.evelo;ing" t.he comtrn frOJa this 1'l~ 
point of iatection at~t high"iay msin~e stations, gas stations, lodges, stores, 
cabins, csaps, pack out.tita• d:w.ie ranche:;;1 fire protection roads, telephone and power 
lines, reservoirs, se~e systaas and new trails keep spra.\di.ng ou.t, aad. push the 
wilderness frontier farther r·Ibi farther b!i.ek into tbe aovaWas. !'h-. if the area 15 
pared dottn be;yonc:i a certadn point, or even if the vails become exxeesi vely bouln'&rd.-like 
or naerouz1 and e&J:'l'7 great throngs, the elusi?e ·d.lderness flawr vaatsbei31 of't(:;;n c_,uite 
sw:ldw,-. 

the Wilderness ProblEllll in the .National Parks 

%li.i Etebl :m .2!, ltU.a. !he problem ho>Y to let the public use the parke .,,hile 
still keeping the latter natural is one Yihoie matroitude is ever,.,;-ibere recognized., Y#hf;.t 
ll&7 not dwa7& haTe been so el.ea:d7 felt, however, b~ that there is a positive es:t.uration 
point beyoad which f~..h.er eoacen:tration of people d.ll destro,- the veey thing which the;y 
seek_, ,:;'lld that in ~ areas thiii saturat1QA point has alreaq be0li exceeded. 

Ia 1tilderness areas the saturatiOD point i$ very easil7 exeeed.ed• but tll.is factor 
is largel7 coJapensated by the Ullwillinpess of the groat me.Jority of people today to 
venture as tar awq tros their autoaobiles as wilderness penetrat.ion denl.ands. O.t those 
few nho ao enter the wilderues::::{1 a stUl _smaller na'ber &re wil.l.iug to lean the beatea 
path; the :reaaiader wi.U seldom be ao l!ll.lllerous as to deatro7 tbe wilderness atmosphere -
this ~struction is la.rge.l;r accosplished by efforts to coax large maben: of less ventu:re­
.::oae iBdi 'rldual;5 iato the dldel"''.less by tbe eonatrtiet1on, eren 1a raaote places, ot rel'idy­
built caa.p sites 2Dd u:teasive s;ystas of easy trails, which req_u:l.re t.he exercise of 
a &!rd.- aJI01I8Il ot 81:ltlrgy aad ingeDllity OD the part Of the visitor. 

AI. lr!!i'Hll f9£ ls:~S !n•illafilt hohs.bly JaO one is fllOre keenly aware of 
the pressure for further development thaa. the tm.f'ortuuate park :luperintendent, ;:ho mUBt 
constantly, eftn if not alwars aucces;:,full7• t17 to etem. the tide of dsa.nds for fUl"ther 
p<met.ration of naturltl areas. In 'ri.n of the thx'eaened disappear~ce of most of t.he 
reuiDhag wild6nless area, however, it would s-eea illl.pe:rative: to call a f'inu halt to 
this Lype ot -aproYemal'!t• before it is too late. 

Already those who want _N!re roads, 1&0re pu.blic caillpgroumi;;\~, more gas stations :4ld 
acre tra.Us to see:aic points~obt~itu;d these isi)l:'O'W'ements for tlu;mselvcs throuii;hout 
appro.ximatel7 99 percent of ill recreational areas in California, inelu ing most of the 
choicest portions of the national parks. On the basis of :r&lativa mnabers of persone 
in'f'Olved• this ff!JlY be an equable d:LvidonJ r.;.al uru:.;poile6. wilderness is neither denw.nded 
nor ,fully <'"i.ppreciated b;y the UD.critical majority, which is usually well satisfied with 
large semi~wild outdoor regiona which have t~en m~de 2~fe for the uniniti~ted, comfort­
able for the infinl, a.nd accessible for those ~vho talc(: their ve.ca.tions lihUe in full 
fiight. In BllJ event, however, the minority which can appreciate a wilderness r.hould 
not be deprived of the remaining one ~Gc:nt. If the unhea~t.hj tension of mo<ierra life 
cont1nuE~S to increase, as aany think i·t, dll1 the V.f.l.lue of the few rea.l remaining 
v1ilderness e..reas Y.1.ll increase beyond all price for those wkto pe:dodies.ll;r need to be 
treated to soli tude G.tn<.s. unspoiled beauty in ora.er to re-tain &. norm;xl perspective. 

l:L!'!.S been expressed during the 



I 
I 

,\ 

last. 7fisr or t"~'O 117 a JNJ.ber of eoa.Hr'ft:tioni&~ts aDd wilderDeaue-minded folk that 
perhaps t:.'l1& laniee will be U~~.&ble to dthate;'l.Ud the press\D!"e for deYelopn1ent 
atll every coraer o!: the paits Mill beea inY&ded and tbe rilderaess Yt.Uues sub­
Mrged. Such per eons haft uplata.U their opposition to the adQi tion of tb.e Kings 
~ IIDUID'.t OlJifPUS sad eimil.ar areas to the !f:i,ti.oaaJ. Park f,-atem on the 
groliJIIl that tbe7 consid.er the :regions ia question to be •~~fer from h~n iater­
ferenee tmeler their pre-seat status. Perhaps it is in recognition fJf this po~ 
of 'ri.ew thatthe Forest Service has real"'W'ed i'N!!l future ~lopmeat eighteen 
8 Prl.m.itift Area~, coapridng z.ooo,ooo -.. which it is said 11Ul be l~J,.ai:tt.ainad. 
in a prl.BewJ. eondi tion for .uJ. tirae. !be la:rgea-t or t.hefie ueas is the liHigh 
Sierl"a Primitive Area• v.>h.ich exteDds £'roJI tlle iiie.Ua Post.pile w ~uoia liatlonal 
Park {this area is l10t. enti:s.·ely lu:Maogemeo.us even DOlfi• however• aa :regm"ds wilder­
De&& COD.dition;:;• aD.d with the eo11ple:t;,lo;n ct: the Killgs Ca.D;yon and Florence Lt:.ke­
Sabrina Lake roads· "WOuld be split intG tlu-..e pieees; (see 11~:. 49). 

lotntb.arte.nding the pessiail!.rtie attitude referred to• a .110re hopeful view o:t 
the wilderness problem ~ pcu~s:ible.. Ia CalU'onda. (s.D4 Yarioll3 other sttltee:) 
an a'iea;sift and truly outs~.nd~ t:J'lltma of state parka is beiag CJ"eated. The 
idea ·of proYidi.l\g atkU.:t.ionel llDielP<'ll QUd eo'U.Ilt;y parks is also in the air. These 
locu p&rkf' eam10t. hope ee ~.~ rule to iacl.ltde large are&s of '>>ilderness u>lld,.. 
U's'Ul3~l7 they haw ~ pu:rpoael;r loeat.ed near gfla t h._ popula t1oa centers so as 
·to Hr'9'e the la:rgest p.oeaihle nta~ber of inni'fiduals., 'they do DOt ~te <•ith 
tbflt J'Wtional parkaJ thay &lJPpl8Ulftt tllea. tto the loeU pu"ks properly belongs the 
tuetioa of h~ncUiag huge CJ'O'IIUJ FI!HS~.ation or tnl;r prim.ew~ tea.tures ill a 
goal ~·:hi<'Jl is etriYea tor, but it is usua.U7 detiaitel)r secondary. 'fo the nat­
ioul prks* on the other ~-. properly belmr:tgs the fu:net1oll of presuvin« super­
lative aiKfsl regions• irlel:U!.:cUi; wilderness areae1 .as little clwlged as possible 
lw:' the belud'it of posterity; at.tenti'f!Mlese to the pl~ and Cf)ld'ort of the 
people is ef course a equal.ly iapo~ flmct101l1 'but 1f i 1t me&.ns. the pleasure 
8al e-.t.-t of absohltely ualilai ted nVIlMT& Qf people, t:llis seconi~ function ill 
likely iG dutroy the first.. A partial aolu.t.ioa of the problem created by this 
ct:ua1 tuactiol! would •• to Ue w (a) reallutioa that the national. park areas 
ea.aaot hope te ae~te eliJaited J1'iabers ot peo:9le ::;nd thnt soon .t~ lint' ,,,ill 
haye to be dran agdnst further dewlopmtJnt,. partieul<:<rl.:r of roadW&JS (b) pro­
Mtia of aore ~1'9\S eU.te., eotmt.7 aad ma11pal P.':JZk systems t.o ~ t.he 
recreational bard& (e) definite reeog:nitiGD of rall'ltJJlt wi~derness ~as and 
es:tablisl:uent of a code of adainistratioa de~:igned to protect them froa rill but 
~ '¥'fir'¥ Q.apl.e&t sai11.te~e: a.cti vi ty. 



lig. 49. IE.l.p shoviing 
Jreeent status ot 
wilderness ~eas 1a the 
Sierra Nevada, f'nd the 
effeet of constructing 
proposed ata.te highwaJl! 
lo. 168, 180 aad 190; 

---bo~ of present >::ildernese 
areas; !1111!1 wilderness 
areas as redu.eed by the 
proposed road construction. 
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