
• 

ef 

.. 

~ 
. 

' . 
• • 

~ 
.::; 

t . 

--~ 
' : f·,i"" , -: 

[.,·.·~~ ... ; 
: ' .; 
F --' ~ , • . .;I,.· .• 

r -~~ ,.. .... 
I - I'-~ <C.':" .. 
l i-r, :: :...,. 
I ~ .J. ~-. ~-
I .t. • -::: 

· ,"*'-~ i- .( - ~ '!'" ~ r.~ ..... ~ 

. . : 

1f {.; ' : 

;,_ -.,._ ,. 
€ ._ 
'i\ -~~-- . 
~ i ~--
'· ... 

~ ,.::_, I ..... : : .. 
~ -~ 
'2 :l'. 

' ( 

0/02-

( 
( 

' r) r' r J '\ I J 1 £, '-, .r .;-J I\ EP OJ\ J 01'1 B ;-\ J'J D £ l J £ S\ 

1'1 ;\-r 1 o J'J 1\ 1 1vJ o j\J u 1'vJ £ J,rr 
By ,x. !3. !.~cDougull 
Region&l ~iolo0ist 

B&:idelier Hctionnl ·•onument 1"1c.s visited by the writer on July 11 
&nd 12, l~O. On the first dc.y I drove with CustodiLn '.iho;n~s, f:e.nger 
Vo.gt, ~nd Fire ?ntrolmc.n ~right to St. Fotcrs [one ir. t~e 3c...ntc Fe 
;~o.tiont.1 Forest o.cjaccnt to the ; !om.un~nt r..nd hiked Gown Cc..pulin Ct..nyon 
to a short dist&nce o.bove the Pc.inted Cc.v~, th,:mce up on the mesL to th 
Stone Lions of Cochiti, c.nd then br:.ck to the ca.r. On the s<Jcorid dLy 
custodic.n Thomes end I hiked frO!ll H~c..dqu~rters up onto the mes~, do~~ 
Loomis Canyon to the Rio Grc.nde, up th~ Rio GrE:.nde to Frijoles CW1:,ron, 
fltld bnck to Hec..dgue.rters . Thus, t1.lthough I c.id not see the entire 
Monument, I obtained a gr,od cross secticn of ths me.in types of biotic 
communiti~s in th:: me.in pc.rt of the 1;onum0nt. I did not vis.it the 
I)3tc.ched Section which li~s tL· the northec.st of the mcin pc.rt c.nd sh~ll 
pl~n to go bGck und inspect thLt portion ~t some future time. 

The main p~rt of thd Monum~nt vcrics in ~ltitudc fr9m &bout 5,000 
feet ct the F.ic Grc.nde River, tc Lbout e,oco Lt the wcs·ter~ boUhd~ry r. :-: 
consists of c. mesc. cut by t . series of ci:.nyc.ns w!iich op..:n intc the T:io 
Grt.ndc Vc.lley. These c~nyons from ncrth tc south c.re l'rijoles, Loomis , 
J1lLJ!l:>, CLpulin, St-"lches, c.nd Desperc.tion. The l.:..st two eris~ in the· 
t~·::>nu.rnent but lec.ve it bef,::,rcjC'ining the f.io Grc.ndc. J.1:.:'.Jo CWlyon is 
the n~rr('v:~st, de c: pest, ~na most. ru;;ed c-f sll. ]t is r.ot r.nov.--:1 cc r­
tc.inly thLt ·r.r.y0ne h~~ 3Ver succoed~d in n~Vifr.ting it~ entire lc~rt ~ . 
l sn\·: ·this c~nyor. o:tl y fro::i r. c:is t c.nce. 

1·ost of t:1e r.,esr. i~ t:1e: : ·or:.:n5:i~·. is cove:rcc v·ith pino?'l-j1.lnipe:r 
w:·odlc:id. ;r.c -hi;r.e?' p ;... rt t .c ::r·rc the \"-:~t, !'"!m·;:,,.-e:r, supports c. ycllcv: 
pin~ fc r!:~ t ~nc: t ?-, is ( z·-e:: crc e; ,-·, :, :.::rt ':l 'lh .:: c :.;:y::::::.s for r~tr.er Jc::; 
distc.?'lces. Th<:rc is ~c-::::t L.li;::.t r.r b:, rk ju::i;,c r (,TU;.i:on.:s r-c.c:-:~!p!:1. !:t. • 
,·.-i thi:=. t~1:: ;''or:t:..'T!c.r.t f.J:.=: t ;, is is b~·l L ,vc :: tc b"' t:ie- l~ ·. r"'.. ·.ec.Ei: ·:orr-.::ic.~:. 
extent of t:1~ :r t.n :;c c f t~.is t"pccics. ~·:.~;,.; 1s c. c:-:.~ i c~rr,.1:-lc C..c.C:.l.."rt ::: 

r .,.1 " .,. , ... · ... h ·-+h • , J •.. . ~. ·., •. {.,. -\· · ·-.- ...,, ... t · ~ ..... JJOU1:: r..~ 11r .. J .... ~.e :- e:. - o ., i:1nc, CS?C- l, . .... ., --· , .. ::: , ,1 _.,cr I:'' ·· so .. , ... 
ce;:ycz::~. Tno ccr.:mc:icst r.::..;: i~ "'..:::: ' 02..i :..-::~;."t is ::t:.: .. bel.c:Jr (~•uc :r":.;s 

•r'L..c,~ ~~) '- ,t t '·-:. . .;!C; " -+\.-:")'?"• ..,,r.F ,", •.•· , - - r. ~ · -· · ... . .: -\.. --;--~,. •• , .. ; U~u.1:-•• 6 .1.~ -1\! . ,cTC -~ ,_r,..,. . .• 11,;. 1 __ -, .. r.1.> c•~· • .:,T-- · · , ......... __ 1. , i C. Jt_r_ ~ - - . 

T::1ich I t~e tp be Q. c.r::.i::>:dc~. l:1 8c.?,.;. l.:~: i:: :.:. :::.·;c·r. ,·:c !:otcc: L cc.r:!::c:: 
bl ..,t " b " -. ,... . - ;., - ., ,... • . .. .(• .. .\. ~ \' .,. •• . . . . ... •. - .• u C t.mCU!. 0.1. t:. c.roe:r • .>, ~ ,1 _· - ; . cCl C. ~ - • , • .:_C . , .;. C..: ., .. -1 C.;r '- -la.. • . 

mt.:y be tr.c .3Xotic 3crberis vuli;(.:--is ,•:::5.c l~ ::::..s cst:.c:.·lis ?'; cc i"..sr:L~ ::.c::- : . 
The tre~. or c:..n.:: , cc.cws(oi:-.m~ic.-:irt.:- n:scE:-.s) is S~::li= tir.ie!:. :.et~--~-~!. 
in t~e very hi;~~st p~rts o1'"'th1:: ::or......-:i~=:- r. ltnouGh it is much ~~r e 
co::-t1:'lon a~,·.-::. ::.lo:::.i; the T.io ';!':::.:nd.e, thus 
?Jc u.":.t.r:.in r..c~oe:;r.ny h gui te .:.bu::dt:.~t in 
have bt:e:i very sever~]y browsec:. .So:r,c. 

Sou..,· ~•-,:-T--.... ,, 1· • ... Ir.·,. , · ~ · :r;,- ·•Trr"' 33'"' l..1,"'";. . ¥.:.,_ .:.. ru\ \°JLl V 4\,r....._, .. .. '...) • .:_! .--;~ J.;::, C. 

s::01·: inr wic.; re n~e :::,f ~~bi~:.."• 
plc.ces t.nc m~·st of ii s£·-,.::-.~ : : / 
C·f tr.is bro,·:sin; :;:~y h:.,·~ t ::~:. I 

~ ,r-;:;pl "7';-'·~r .... 'C'\'Y'C ·:o\·- "": ':"" i: • :- : ..,~. --··-· ·J J"\ .. · ' - - -··· - -1 
i'1~D I 



f _::=:.: ::_ .... r . · ..... -.. ...... - .. T-.( ,..,T ('' '~"' .. (/'\ ... --·-,TM'l ··- • .. ; _' .... !...__ ~- -=· . ·. l_,J .. ...L, .1.,' • .._'-~ - - '11 ( c_o::-:i:--... ·,;ec, 

ci::~e !:>y C!: t-:lc ri:c.:~e r tr.: !'! t:; d;::::: !" s :nee t!,e :'c:n.:."Tle~t :-.::..s :-.st '::J~·c:: f::.·:-:ccc!. 
~:Jc t!"cs::- i:.. sz i ::~ cf cr.tt le :::.. s b ,; i:?:: c .... r.:.::-r.-.::1.. I!,. s::!':1·.1 pl:..ces t::1e.::-c is r, 
co::s iu.e r :bl: t.:::ou..,t o;,' i'.;r~ss. T;; .:.s :i.s cz;::cci~.ll:, true of ::i~ lo~· ..... .:- 1-:::.rts 
of ~:J ,:; c ~~y~~s ~~er~ t~0y ~~ve bacc~c brc~de~cd. In sorne of th~ brohd~r 
r!!rts cf ~00.•1 is Cc:-'.yon t~1:r ·; is ~-!! exc.::11:::"t stc.nd cf ;;r:~~- ~r:::..s::; • 
.,·_ lc:1; t:1~..; F:io Grt:-, C; t::(?!'"'~ is som~ d(;scrt ,~05 -.Jt:\,.,,,tic-:: but c.lso scr:.~ .. r::. V l..;' r 

c::ttor.-: S?.:. ~ i c s. T:-.~r -= ere ;.... f .::-r: c ctton·::00d trG.::. ~::t.! s~v,3rc..l h::.cl-~crry 
trc~s whic~, Llthou~~ I li~ cot t ,kc ~ny ~i:..tcri~l fer ida::ti~icutio::, 
I tool-: to bs:: C.1ltis cccic-:::tc.lis cr:.::.si.:;.~clio.. Ti1e:r-.) is t..ho :.:.. cc::si.C.:­
cn.bl~ £....":lr.u..,t--:31.~·cil\''CCd { rC!'C·S"tTc'r~ .1:;- . ::i~xiCC.!:C..). 

3r.n ,;.;.~ lie r •·c.:cio:i c: 1 :~o.-:. ur.: .. .mt is pr"E-::. 1·ily :. :.: cr~:-.c.eolc::ic:.:.l :.1.:::u­
r::·:!:1t. ·-:o;-:.;ver, !>::? ce:.:.Js o::: ,;,fits size c.1"d its vc.::-i·::ty of hr.::iit:::.~, it is 
&l!o n g=od wil(lits :::.r~~. Its gr~nt~st d~fect is t~Lt it ~oes ~ot 
co:ito.in c. s'.lffici3::t ~ -'.) l.!."!t .:i f suit::..::ile su::ur.er !'.:~bitc..t. It i1c.s i:..:i :::.bur.­
cc.:ice of ox=ollent ,·:inte r t~~bi tr.t but the t y·o !llr::st i!n'C'Ort~:nt c.::i::i~ ls 
i:1 t:-ds c.reu, in nurr.~ers r':!d i:1· visitor i~ter~st, ere d,::,cr !:.nf. -,.rile 
turkeys. T!ie turkeys !. re '.:!Spec io.11 ,_, i..":1::-orti .. :2t bee: use t:lis is t!-.e o~ly 
rc.rk Service c.rca i:1 r.egicn III t!-: .:-.t c~ :i boi:st of ~·:ild turke:rs. 
Snsuc.ro !·:c.tionr.l :!cnu.-:-,er.t hc..s ~om~ turk-: y t£.bi tc.t r:nc. it is h-Jr-i:::d thc.t 
these bi res :;:c-.y ba r,3iz:troducP. <.! t >erc in t!1e ~cc.r fl:ltu!"e t..:'!c it is 
plo.n:.i.ed ::.ls') to c.ttcn?t c reintrocuctio:n in :·~so. Verce :raticnc..l f::..rk, 
but £..t pres mt B,.ndelier is t!1e cnly place ~·.r!'lere turk"eys E:.rc found. 

In winter both turkeys c.nd deer are pr~ser.t in rccsonc.ble =:.umbers 
in the f~onu:mcnt but in SU.'11=\er !:lost of t'.1cse c.nirn~,ls go hi:;hcr up in t!ie 
Jemez : :ountc.ins. It i s believed thr..t turkeys &.re ofte:1 l:-illed, ·;oth 
in se/lSO:l C...."ld out, v.nile t!~ey £..re outsice ':) .!. the ; ·o:iur:::!:::::t, C.:ld t~c..t 
they ere ofte!l dis'turbcd i n t:icir !'esti:i..i; ~ctin t :. c;s t .:::ld so preve1~teu 
from rcproc.ucin:; nor::u:,lly. If the ?,cstcrn :>OU!1dt:.ry of' -the :~onu.~,mt 
coulc! be cxte!"iGed fc.r enou;h to incluce n reasonable c.z!l-:ju:'lt of this sun­
mer ho..bi tc.t the -r.ildlife vc.l Us? of the Ponu.'tlent ,~·ould bo very .:;rc~tly 
c,nhr.nccd. Prob~bly th-1 ti.cl..} is not ripe for c.bib:ting such o. cho.ngc in 
boundc..ry :::ut it is so::net!~inJ t:i , t should be cfof'i:1itcly on the books· for 
future s.ction. 

TherG ere definitely kncv:n to be grc.y foxes r.nd coyotes in the 
Monument r nJ whil..} .,,c. Ytere hiki:;:.g in Cc.pulin Co.nyon }tr. Wri~ht, who wc.s 
sepc.rc..ted frcm tl:c pr.rty !'or c. while, sr,,~· trc..cks of &. mountain lion on 
the mesc. south of th~ Cc.:::lyon. Occc.sion~lly a be&r is reported in the 
r.~o::iumt;}nt but for the ::ios·c pi:..rt th ·.:! \' r· nge ~i::;her up. It is pri:..ctic:::lly 
certi:..in thr,.t thcr,3 l'-'CUlr:l. be be:~r in t~c :•onU."'li:Jnt if the boundaries wi.::re 
to be chc.ns~d i:s suf;g:;st0C: in t~o ~r0c3di.:~-; p:.n:...~r::-;:;~. There i.ro no 
bec.ver in th:; ~or-U!"l'""nt c.t the; ?r~s..:nt ti.;:i,:... ; _ p:..ir rt:s prcse:it in the 
low,::r pc.rt o!' Frijoles C:-...nyon 11 st S?ri!:. .:: but th· y huve left, probubly 
becc..us~ of lo\" wi::.t::r. It is r.,'./ u~!rcrst~:1ci:1; the. t t!1e r'orsst ?e:rvice 
cfficit:.ls he:.ve he:sitc.ted to St.nctic:r. the plc..!1ting of bec.ver in th..:! 
upper pr.rts of FrijQles E.nd Alc..'no Cc.nyo:is in the Sc.r-to. Fe :!c.tionr:.l 
Forest bccc.use it wr.s thou~ht the Pc.rk ~crvice ::1.i •ht object on the 
ground t:1!:'.t the beo.ver might· cone down i:ito th= i-.'.om.t:'l~nt c..nc. cut some 
trees. T:iis is c ::iiste.ke. 'Ihere is no reason whatever v!':ly the : nrk 
SGrvic:! should object to hc.vir.G bee.var in either or both ~r thc:.o 
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cnnyons or in Cc.pulin Cc.!:yon~ Nothing but be:iefit to the Fo:1.umc:nt could 
possibly result fror:1 the pr~sence of these c.nimc.ls. The only r::r.son miy 
I recom.-n,:mcec; r.g&.inst pli...nting bee.var in Fri joles Ct.nyon in the !fonum•.)nt 
in my report of July 1938. ws.s th&t in th&t pr.rt of the c~nyon thct is 
within the ;Jon\D!l.:mt suitr.ble food is so scnrc.: thc..t I t:o not believe 
be~vers ~oulc stay t~ere. 

There cro 15 tc 18 wile burros in tht.:? lower pr.rt of the Fonument 
<:..!ld they nrc incrcc.sing ee.ch ycr:..r. ,.,e saw sever.::-. 1 of then c.long the ldo 
Grc..nde River. They stc.? mostly nlo:l,; the P.io Grll!ldc c.nd in the lol"'8r 
pe.rts of _Loo::;is, ."°'.le.no, wid Copulin Cc.nyons e..nc the cdjc.ccnt pc.rts or 
the o.;se. enc do c co::1sider:1blo c.moU!lt of dr.mt::ee t0 the ro....'lge. These 
o.nimt.ls o.re exotic c..nc ere o. menc.ce:- tc the nr.ti ve o.nimd s. In my opin­
ion they shoulc! ::>e olimillntod fron t.~e ?!onumant. It i6 r.iy recoDl!!lcndr..­
tion thd custoc!inn Thomr.s be siven c.uthority to olir.u:::i.c..te every h..st 
one of these c.nir.lcls if c.nd when he c!lll c!:-· so. 

The Forest Service. at the present tine, is fencinz the vrestern 
boundary of the :?.~onu:ne:it under a cooperative azreement with the Park 

.Service. !his is c most corlclendable step toward brin;ing the 1!onument 
under control. However, there is ursent ,1eed for a fence along the 
south boundary ns well. Up to the present ti~e there has been practi­
cally no control over either grazing or huntin~ in the southern part or 
the monument. This h6s been due, in part, to lack of fences &nd, in 
part, to lnck of sufficient personnel. During nin~ ~onths of th~ y~ar 
}lr. Thomns has no rr,.nger help at &11 E...~d, since there is a consider&blu 
amount of travel to the ~tonument &tell ti~es of the yecr, he is pr~cti­
colly tiec do~~ to the Heo.dquarters &rec. c..nc there is no pofsitility of 
patrolling the cistc.:1t pc.rts of the ;.~onumc!lt. The two esser,tie.ls. 
therefore, be for~ there ·::i 11 be c.ny e.dequate control ov::r th~ !~onument, 
Ea.re the construction of a south bounc:c..ry fence i .nd the Lp?ointment of 
e,. permammt rt::.r.ger for the }!onument. 

The we:.ter i:1 the 101-;e; r pc.rt cf Frijoles Creek is b~ing pollutcc. c.t 
prese;nt fro::: t ..... ·c scurc JS. · '!'he wet er co!1tninini; cletning sol utio::::i v.:iic:h 
i~ usec for "I\T.a~ ::in; c:..rs i~ the utility ;;:re= is t-llowec: to flo.·: i~tc 
the: cr,;ek, c.nc. the ,vcrfl,-,•: fro!'::. t:i-:;: s ;;w:::..;;e c:i~pc·sr.l plr ?'It, w::ich wi,s 
rne:.cle inc.cegu1..tc t:-,r0u.sh cver ··se ~\·::ile the cr.c c:t.~!"' wc..s in the ~:o;-,U!!lt.: :::t, 
r:lso flov:s into t:ie:: c,:: 1!: . '!:-,e :-o~'.llt is tht..t t:.~ w"tcr -::ften s~ells t.c 
:high Hec.ve:i, nc.r.y fis:, c.:ri:: l~illcd, L.:lC c::i~; .f'ish c~ uiht i:::i t:ic.t pt..'rt of 
the creek tcste so r.u~:-. lik~ ke:r otc:;~ : :,~'. t:-,cy cr...r~not 'b;;: ec.ter.. These 
mr,:t.'ters ht:vc b~ en brcn.;-ht t. , t!ic ttte::,t::.r;-r. cf t::~ f:c!;ionc.l Offico st::.f: 
enc' t:ie f;egion~ l ~~i::.:. 0r !"lc.s s~,;;<:s 'u~r:' t.. nr::.p fr,:r te:..ki:iG cc.re cf the 
wr..:ter f::-~!'!: the: utility :,rec c:::c c. spr:.:-: s:.Tte::::: ;or sproyin~ th'e _efflu­
ent fron t!"le s0wc.gc ciEpcs : 1 pl~.:!t 0:::t, t.::(.. sc:.l ::;crt~ of ;'rijclcs 
Creek. These sug;es tions c..re i=. li:::~ ·:.rit:1 t ::~so ~!:.di} to :::-ic b:1 :··r. 
T'.'1c:i:.t,s '11C: , therefore, ,n.11 be r.s:-ce~bl~ tc ~i.":1. It is hoped thc.t the. 
su&ges tl ons ~~y be cGrrie~ ,ut before t~e en~ 0f 'thG pr2~cnt CCC p~o~r~ 
r.t the- .r'lomnont. 

• * • •s:·.1n.:• * • • 
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CO:'.CLUnc;··s ;__,;:) F.:::coT="[.'.TIO~:s 

Bc.ndclier ::1.:.tic.;nc.l :'.o:r:u::1cnt is c ro~.c i·,ilc.life c..ren v:ith n considcr­
c.blc ro..'lge of c.ltitude c..nd r:. consid.JrE.ble vc.rict:r of biotic hc.bitc.t. 
It ,•.,oulc be r..uch better if the v,ost~rn bouncc.ry c ruld be extended to 
include so.::ic sui tc.ble Btn.':ler !'le.bi tr.t for ce.:?r r,nt wild turkeys. It 
is reco..':'l..":).:mGed thr.t en extcnsio!l of tho Y:cstorn bcundc.ry be c!efi!":itcly 
plc.n..,cd for sonc time in the !lot too dist~nt future. 
1'[ild. burros should b(: completely elir.inc.tod i'rora t!lis :'onu::,ont c.t 
the ~nrlicst opportunity. 
The south bou::d::.ry of the r:onumcnt .shoulc be fe:!lcci! cs seen ~-s 
fonsible. 
A permc.ncnt rc.nger position should be cre~tcd c.nd filled c.t t!'lis 
Monm:icnt c.s soon cs possible in crd~r to en~~le Mr. Tho:;ms to cc.rry 
out his coZ"l:!lendnble ·dosire to protect c.11 Y~ldlifc t~d c.11 other 
fcc.tures in the entire J.!o::iument. 
Stren.~ pollution. which is s~ ~t vuricnce with ell conservation 
prr.ctice • . shoulc be stopped within the J.tonu.:i.ant at the earliest 
po5sible tim~. 
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