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SPECIAL REPORT ON BANDELIER
B NATIONAL MONUME NT

By W. B. cDougell
Regional Biolopist

Bandelier Netionel “‘onument wes visited by the writer on July 11
end 12, 1940. On the first dey I drove with Custodien Thomss, Fenger
Vo.z t, cnd Fire Patrolmen VWright to St. Peters Lome ir the Scnte Fe
rationel Forest adjacent te the !'‘onument znd hiked down Capulin Cunyon
to a short distance above the Painted Ccve, thence up on the mesc to th
Stone Lions of Cochiti, &nd then bzck to the car. On the sccond dey
Custodicn Thomas cnd I hiked from fsudquarters up onto the mesza, down
Loomis Canyon to the Ric Grende, up the Rio Grende to Frijoles Cunyon,
and beck to Hecdquerters. Thus, although I did not see the cntire
Monument, I obtained a good cross scecticn of ths moin types of biotic
communitics in the moin pert of the Monument. 1 did not visit the
Detached Scction which lics to the northeacst of the mein pert encd shull
plan to gc back end inspect thet porticn et some future time.

The main pert of the Monument verics in cltitude from sbout 5,000
fect et the Ric Grande River, tc cbout §,000 ¢t the westsrn boundery cx
consists of & mese cut by ¢ series of cenyons which cpen intc the Lio
Grende Velley. These cunyons from ncrth tc scuth cre Frijoles, Loomis,
Alemo, Cepulin, Stnches, wnd Desperction. The lost two erisz in the
Monument but lecve it beforejeining the Rio Gronde. £limo  Cunyon is
the nerrowest, decpest, c¢nd most rugged cf ell. It is rnol knovm ccr-
teinly thet -enyene hoe 2ver succceded in nuvigoting entire leagih.
1 saw-this cunyor only from ¢ éistetnce.

T'ost of the mese in tae "omirnzat is covercd vith pi
woedlend. The -higker pirt toweré the west, howzver, su
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rine fersst tnd this cxlexncdes dGovm fato ibs cemyons o ther lonz
distences. There is fome eligester bark Jutiper {Junirerus pochyphlise’
within the Yorwment il this is belisvei te b the n.rilecstsrnnost
extent of the runge ¢f thie speecies. Tlcie is ¢ considerable comount &l
Douglas Tir with ‘the yellow pine, esperit.ly in the upner ports of ind
cenycre. The cemmomest cox in thz ‘muament is Ztabel. ok {Quer~us
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tchensis) but therc is wnother, nsurly evirire
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waich I tuke tp be Q. erizomica. Ia Gapuliz femyvern weo soted & cexrsids:
sble emount of & birberry, th: specics £ vhiek I em it cortauin. ot
mey be the axotic Berberis wvulgoris which has cstobiished itsell her:.
The trec¢, or cane, cccilus (0punhld"hrt rescens) is scmetimes met witl
in the very highest purts ¢l the ionumens FT—"ou;h it is much mere
common govn Llong the Rioe Grende, thus showing wids renpe of hebitit.
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Mocuntein mchogany is quite zbundent in ploces tné most of
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have been very severzly browsed. Some of this browsing me;
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coxsider-sbls camtunt of gresse This is eszeeinlly true of « lower p&rts
of the conyons where they huve bteceme breitdened. In some of the vrouder
varts of Toomis (Ciayon thers is < excallont stond cof zriwa 5r“so.

~long the Eio Greadse there is som? desert vegotuticn but elso scrie river
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clin. Tiers is elso t cengic-
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bottom spizics. There ere £
tress which, elthough I c¢icd ro
I took to b= Co1tis cccicontell
ertble wmeount o1 ircavced 4- ri. nc:mexicenc),

3endslier Ystioncl Moiument is princrily =i Lrvnaﬂclc ipzl =
- ver, becsusg of its sizc end its varisty of hebi t“v, i
11¢1if2 arsc. Its greataest dsfect is thet it does ot
of suitchle suamer hobitet. It hes en cbun-
dence of sxsellent winter hebitzt but the tro mest imvortznt eximels
in this arez, in numbers ¢nd inr visitor interest, ers dcer tnd wild
turkeys. The turkeys tre 2speciallv imnortunt bfc use this is the only
Ferk Service trca in Pe* cn IIX tnl ccnr boust of wild turkeys.

Saguero Yotionel ‘fenument hes soms turkzy hedbitat snd it is homed thut
these bircs mey be r=lrtroducog t ‘ere in the nocear future and it is
planned clso to attempt &« reintrocduction in “"2sa Verde llaticncl Turk,
but et pres:=nt Bandelier is the cnly place where turkeys ere found.

In winter both turkeys cnd decr are precsent in recsoncble numbers
in the Monument but in summer most of these animals go hisher up in the
Jemez !ountzins. It is belicved thet turkeys ere often killed, Toth
in season &nd eut, while they &re outside 2! the I'onwment, cnd that
they ere often disturbed in their resting cetivities tnd so provented
from reprocucing noraully. If the western boundery of the lcnument
could be extended for enouzh to include & reasonable smsunt of this sum-
mer habitet the wildlife velus of the i'onument would be very greatly
cnhancced. Probebly the time is not ripe for egitating such a change in
boundary tut it is something th't should be defiinitely on the books: for
future action.

Therc cre definitely knewn to be grey foxes end coyotes in the
Monument ¢nd whilc we were hiking in Ccpulin Canvon Mr. Wrizht, who wes
sepcrated frcm the perty tor z while, scw trecks of & mountain lion on
the mesz south of thc Cecayon. Occesionelly a bear is reported in the
monument but tor the most pert th2y r-nge hisher up., It is precetieclly
certein that there weould be bear in the “‘enument if the boundarics were
to be chonged as suggzssted in the precedizng parazreche. There wre no
beever in th2 iorumunt ot the present tinme. p.ir vrs precsent in the
lowzr pert of Fr13oles Conyon list sorin: but th-y huve left, probebly
beceusz of low wetzr. It is my uazderstonding thet the Ferast Fervice
officiuls heve hesitcted to senction ths pleuting of beever in the
upper perts of Frijcles end Alemo Cecnyons in the Cocnta Fe Yetionel
Forest becruse it wes thought the Perk Scervice micht object on the
ground thet the beaver might come down into ths [‘onument cnd cut some
trees. This is ¢ nisteke. There is no reason whatever vhy the lark
servicz should object to heving beaver in either or both of these
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SPECI.L REPORT, B.NLDELIZL NoTIONAL MONURENT (continusg)

.Service,

canyons or in Cepulin Ceryon: Nothing but benefit to the Yonument cou)g
possibly result from the prcsence of these animels. The only rceson vhy
I recommendecd &geinst plunting beaver in Frijolss Cunyon in the Monumont
in my report of July 1638, wes thet in thet part of the cenyon thet ig
within the Ifonumcnt suitcble food is so scarce thoet I Bo not believe
beavers would stay there., '

Therc erec 15 tc 18 wiléd burros in the lower part of the i‘onument
«nd they are increesing each yecear. Te s&w severzl of them clong the Eie
Grende River. They stey mostly alenz the Rio Grande end in the lower
perts of Loomis, Altmo, wnd Capulin Ccnycns end the odjecent perts of
the nose ené do ¢ considerabls cmount of drmege to the range. These
animels are exotic and cre a menece te the notive animels., In my opin-
ion thcy should be elimirated from the Yonument. It is my recommends-
tion that Custodian Thomcs be given authority to eliminate every lest
one of these enimels if and when he cen d: so.

The Forest Service, at the present time, is fencing the western
boundary of the ¥onument under a cooperative acgreement with the Park
This is e most carmendeble step toward bringing the !"onument
under control., However, there is urzent need for e fence along the
south boundary &s well. Up to the preseat time there has been practi-
cally no contrcl over either grazing or hunting in the southern part of
the monument. This has beer due, in pert, to lack of fences and, in
part, to lack of sufficient personnel. [During nine ronths of the yecar
¥r. Thomas has no ranger help et &ll and, since there is & considersbls
amount of travel to ths “tonument &t c£ll times of the year, ho is practi-
cally tiec down to the Headquarters &rea &nc there is no possibility of
petrolling the cdistent parts of the Monument., The two essentisls,
therefore, before there wrill be cny edequete control over thz Monument,
erc the construction of & south boundery fence «nd the eppeintment of
& permanent reonger for the lonument.

The weter in the lower part cf Frijeles Creek is bcing polluted et
present from two scurc:s. Ths weter containing cleuning solutioa which
is used for weshing cers in the utility srce is sllowed to flow inte
the creek, ond the cverflew from ths sswoge dispessl plrat, which wes
mecde incdequetc throush cver-se wiile the CAC camp wus in the Momumert,
glso flove into the crzsk, The rosult is thet the woter coften smells te
high Hecven, meny fish are killed, ené cny fish ccuzht in thet pert of
the creck teste so muzh liks kerosens thuet they cannot dz ecten. Those
matters heve been brouzht t: the cttentiorn of the Fegioncl Office stefl
encd the Tegiontl ““b_n;-r hes suzgesieed ¢ & for teking cere cf the
wover from the utility arec tnéd e sprox -,steu for spreying the =fflu~-
cat from the sewcge dispes:l plent oxtc the i1 ngrtk of rijecles
Creek, These suggcstions eare in line vAtn t'.sc mzde to mc by r.
snd, therefore, will be sgreecbl:> te him. It ies hoped thot the
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suggestions may be carried cut before the c.n'1 of ‘the przscent CCC prcgrk-
et the monunent.
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COXCLUCIG™S /.90 ERCOTT/INLLTIONS

Bendclier Meticnel Yorwaent 1s & gozd wildlife urea with o consider-
eble range of wltitude cnd & considereble veriety of biotic hebitct.
It would be rmuch better if the western bounccry cculd be exterded to
includc sonc suiteble summer hebitat for deer snd wild turkeys. It

is recamm:inded thrst tn extension of the western bcundery be cefirnitely
plcnned for some time in the not too distant futuro.

Wild burros should bz completely eliminectod from this Yomument ct

the =arlicst oppeortunity.

The south boundcry of the !onument shoulc be fenced es socn s
fcasible,

4 permcncat roanger position shouléd be created wnd filled et this
Monument s soon os possible in crder to enoble Mr. Thomus to cerry
out his cormendeble desire to protect cll vildlife wnd cll other
feetures in the entire Moaument.

Stream pollution, which is so et varicnce with cll conservation
proctice, should be stopped within the lMonument at the earliest

possible timz.
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