IN REPLY REFER TO:

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE # 602

Morristown NatfonaliHistorjcaI Park

Deer Exclosure

Vegetation Sampling of Deer Exclosures

In 1987, the Resource Management Spec1a11st f Morristown National Historical
Park began monitoring the 1impact that white-tailed & deer were having on the
park's vegetation. ' In order to do th1s, ‘two deer. exc]osures were established
in 1987 and three in 1988. A1l of the exclosures were built along the

existing transect 1lines and each was p1aced 1n a " different forest type. The
,_exc]osures are p1aced as fo]]ows~ gl g

Exclosure #1 Built in 1987

#1 was on transect line #2 a1ong ‘the Mt. Kemble Ridge in a mature'broad1eaf
forest consisting of mixed oak "and fyellow poplar.’ irections to th1s
exclosure, located near the Stark s'B ade area are;as fo1[ows.»: ; :

- From the intersect1on of Temp HickfRd and Rt 202‘(Mt. Kembfe Ave ) ‘
bear left (north on 202); : 3 :

Go approximately 1/2 m11e on Rt. £202; ;

Bear left on the road (01d Camp‘Rd ) that 1eads to Quarters 65
(Hartshorne House); # & (4 e

On the right, is a fire road. " Park in front of the b]ack iron
gate. D

Follow the Mt. Kemble Loop Trai1 to the r1ght approx1mate1y 1/4
mile. i

The exclosure is about 30 feet from the r1ght hand_side of the tra11

Exc]osure #2 Built in 1987

3 L :
s K 2
e 3 5

#2 is on transect line #5 in a successfonal broad1eaf forest made op of white
ash and yellow poplar. D1rections from‘the Comfort Statlon are as fo]]owsz
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Bear right out of the Comfort Station onto Nestern Avenue,
Bear left onto the Grand Loop Trail;
Walk on the Grand Loop Trail 460 feet i
The exc1osure is 20 feet to the right i




Sampling Methods

In 1992 four posts 5 feet. h1ghh el

plots. - String was tied around the post

plots.”  Since the ‘exclosures h:
perches, it was felt that in ‘or
dispersal - posts needed to be re

contro] p]ot by deer._j_;~
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Submitted by:

Concurred by: CSfo%f%L{L?jfjff%

Approyed'by:

_to year . for each exc1osure and con

Each exc1osure should be sampled once
Sampling should be conducted in May o
throughout the summer. As a resul
missed later in the season. :
In 1991, a more intensive and
initiated. The directions are as
a. Mark off a 5x 5m plot in
control to avoid problems with

b. Within the 5 x 5 m plot, 3 _point t
numbers, each marked the corner of mete

c. Data were recorded using cover 2lasses as folTows g

= numerous With °
= 5 to 25% cover
= 26 to 50% cover
= 51 to 75% cover
= 76 to 95% cover . .
6= 96 to 100% cover .
A1l data will be maintained on _
individual species can be  tracke ¥
analysis. =
Whenever possible, a voucher spec ~sh
and control plot for each d1ffer‘nt pecies:found
herbarium in order to facilitate fi identificati
Photographs will be taken of . th
during early summer to provide

[ynn R. w1ghtman, Ch1ef Range}x ”
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xCover classes: r = solitary with
; cover; 1 = numerous with <5% cover;
4 = 51-75%; 5 = 76-95%; 6 = 96-100%




