


Summary of Loggerhead Sea Turtle Research 

Cumberland Island National Seashore 

1984-1 986 

The nesting activity of the loggerhead sea turtle (Careza carefta) has been 

monitored intensively on Georgia barrier islands each summer since 1964. The data 

gathered over the duration of this 24-year study provides ucique insight into 

survivorship and recruitment of the loggerhead, a threatened species. The beaches 

contained within the boundary of the Cumberland lsland National Seashore represent 

the most important nesting habitat for loggerheads in Geors'a. 

A rather extensive description of the loggerhead population biology study on 

Cumberland lsland may be found in National Park Service Research/Resources 

Management Report No. 39 (Stoneburner 1980). Since t h s ~ ,  a series of elaborate 

analyses of the accumulating life history data of the nesting oggerheads has been 

completed (Crouse 1984, Eckert 1987, Frazer 1983, Richamon 1982). It is the overall 

purpose of the Cumberland study (1 984-86) to continue an ~ninterrupted flow of 

population data collected over a very long period of time in crder to permit continuing 

analyses. Of particular interest is the positive effect of the new turtle excluder device 






























































































