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Introduction

A program to review landuse practices (primarily timber
harvesting) upstream of Redwood National Park was initiated in
1976. A detailed history of the legislative and management
activities was documented in last year’s (1991) progress report.
This report provides an update of the past year’s activities and
describes future plans for reviewing timber harvest plans
(THP’s), interacting with regulatory agencies regarding forest
practices on private lands affecting the park, and incorporation
of THP information into the park’s GIS system.

Results to Date

Timber harvest plan reviews

Table 1 summarizes THP’s submitted within the Redwood Creek
watershed and RNP involvement since 1978. Data from FY91 is
included. Temporal trends in the number of acres submitted for
THP’s annually are apparent in Figure 1. Generally, THP
submissions were low from 1981-86 both within the PPZ and
upstream compared to the late 1970’s and late 1980’s. This
variability probably reflects two factors: a depressed market
for forest products associated with economic recessions, and
restrictions imposed by changes in the state Forest Practice
Rules. More stringent restrictions enacted recently are
undoubtedly a major factor in reduced THP submissions in 1990-91.
Because some of these rules were injuncted in March, 1992, a
resurgence in submission of THP’s for Redwood Creek is soon
expected. Differences between acreages submitted and acreages
inspected by RNP reflect both the rate of harvest as well as a
reduction in the Park’s legal and administrative authority to
attend PHI’s (pre-harvest inspections) which occurred in 1983.

Figure 2 shows the cumulative increase in THP submissions from
1578-91. 1In that period, over 30,000 acres of land (or about 30%
of the area) in the watershed upstream of the Park fell within
approved THP boundaries. This is a large percentage considering
that many of the individuals involved in the 1978 expansion
efforts assumed that there would be little timber harvest in the
near future in Redwood Creek. Concurrenty, the proportion of
land which has received the benefit of NPS review has diminished
from about 80% to about 50% of the total THP acreage for the
period (Figure 2).

For THP’s submitted in FY91, comments were only made for those on
which RNP representation was allowed on the PHI. No comments


















