














INTRODUCTION 

Description of Site 

Fort Pulaski National Monument is located in Chatham County, Georgia along the 
Savannah River only a few miles from its junction with the Atlantic Ocean. The site 
consists of two islands that were, before human intervention, primarily salt marsh. 
Judging from the composition of existing vegetation, Cockspur Island probably supported 
some coastal hammock forest or woodland. It was selected for fortification as early as the 
seventeen hundreds. In the eighteen hundreds, as part of the development of the site for 
defense, the island was modified by the installation of drainage canals and a dike system. 
In latter years, the site was also impacted by the deposition of spoil material. The addition 
of dredge material from the Savannah River to Cockspur Island has continued until 
recently. During the civil war period, the vegetation was removed to enhance visibility 
and kept in early successional stages. Since the abandonment of the fort in the late 
eighteen hundreds, a large portion of central Cockspur Island has reverted to maritime 
forest. Currently the upland portions of Cockspur (approximately 260 acres) support a 
mosaic of maritime forest, maritime shrub communities, maintained grasslands and 
successional spoil deposit areas. It also includes over 340 acres of tidal shrubland and 
tidal herbaceous marsh. 

McQueens Island makes up the largest portion of land holdings for the National 
Monument (about 4,900 acres) and the majority of this consists of salt marsh. A railroad 
was constructed along the northern edge of the island in 1887 to connect the city of 
Savannah with Tybee Island and operated until 1933. In 1923 US Highway 80 was 
constructed. It occupies a location across the central portion of the island and adjacent the 
old railroad grade along the eastern section. In 1994 Chatham County converted the 
abandoned railroad right-of-way to a multipurpose hiking trail. Both the highway and the 
converted rails-to-trails areas support ruderal habitat for a number of coastal plain 
herbaceous species. Other upland habitat on McQueens Island occurs in association with 
a public fishing and boat ramp on the eastern end of the island and an old section of US 
80 leading to an abandoned steel bridge on the Bull River. 

History and Purpose of Study 

The goal of this study was to update the work that was undertaken in 1979 by 
Southeastern Wildlife Services Incorporated. This previous effort concentrated on 
quantitative measurement of vegetation while the current study has emphasized a 
qualitative approach aimed at identifying all plant species found on site. During the 
twenty years since the last study, a great deal of information has been gathered at the 
state and federal level regarding protected species. As a result, another important goal of 
the current study is to identify the potential and actual presence of either state or federally 
listed plants. In addition, many changes have taken place in plant taxonomy and another 
objective of the current study has been to update nomenclature. Since 1996 the Nature 
Conservancy has been working to develop a standardized classification of vegetation 
(Weakley et al. 1998). The current study has undertaken the classification and mapping 


























































































































