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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : DATE!:

Bill Hooper Agust 23, 1982

FROM . Bill Halainen

SUBJECT: Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)

Sarah and I conducted an informal survey of park lands to determine
the spread of purple loosestrife, a plant whose rapid spread in marshy
lands is pushing out many native species. We found that it is to be
found in virtually all wetland areas in Minute Man, as the ascompanying
map indicates. Similar checks in future years will help us determine
the degree of proliferation. At present, as the attached article
indicates, there is no known way of permanently eliminating the plant,
but the opportunity may present itself in the future.

Bill Halainen
Sarah Hubbell
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