MAMMALE OF ARCHES MATIONAL PARK

Thiszs ligt contains the names and records of &5
species of mammals recorded in Arches National
Park and is compiled from observation records
maimtained by the Parhi. Mozt observations are
from the past 2@ yearsi the majority were made
by Park personnel.

HEY

L common, seen regularly

u. urncommoi. OCCUPS more or less  regularly but
not likely to be seew by the casual ocbhserver

R rare, unusual but to be looked for

g ctcasional, 1 or 2 records

* status unknown at the present time

i nocturnal {active at nighs)

d diurmnal {active during the day)

g crepuscular {(active primarily at dawnm and

dushk}

Page numbsrs refer $o corresponding detailed
descripiions in the comparnion to this checklist,
Mammals _of _the _Canven Couniry by David M.
Armstrong. For a detailed bibkliography
pertiment +o this area, consult Armstronogts

book.
BATS {Drder Chirootera)

Bats are the only flying mammal. They eat
insects, lots of them. Look for bats at sunset
as they pather insects in flighit over diverse
habitats throughout the Parb.

Common Bats (Family Vespertilionidae)

Little Brown Bat {(Myotis lucifugus) * i
po4R

This is the most widespread soecies of

Myotis inm Movth fAmerica, but is rot usually

abuncant iv the arid West.

Yuma Myvotis (Myotis vumanensis) * N
pfabi
ikely fto bke ohserved mear sireams  or



Long—eared Myotis {Myvobis evobis) ¥ 1
po4S
Forapes late iv the eveningy, near water or
wood Land.

Fringed Myotis (Myctis thysancdes) L
pH4E
This bat is characterized by a frirnge of
pale haire o the skin fold between the
hind legs.

Lonpg—legged Myotis (Myotis volans) * g
po48
Cart form large "maternity colormies" of
several hundreds in rock crevices, hollow
trees, or buildings.

Westerrn Pipistrelle C n
poSeE {Pipistrellus hesperus)
Smallest bat im the U.5. a&and the most
common bat here in Arches. It is the first
bet species to emerpe in the evening to
forage.
Big Brown Bat (Eptesicus fuscus) L
poS4
Commonly roeosts in mary mar—made
structures; probably most observed bat in
Americsa.
Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus) U mn
poSe

Recogriized by their swift straisht-line
flight over open country, Hoary Bats have
"frosted fur® which makes them appear
"srowed" upon.

Townsend's Bip—eared Bat g n
oped (Flecotus townsendii)
A cave-dwelling species whose digt is

mostly moths; their ears are aporoximstely
S7mm o 1 1/72" lonp.

Fillen's Bip-eared Bet ¥ "
og&e {(Idionyoteris phyllotis)
Forages leste in the evenrnino. The only
cther bat with large gars is the

Townsend? s.



Pallid Bat (Antrozous pallidus) U w
po6d
This bat forapes on the ground. It's diet
consists mainly of crickets. orasshoppers,
scorpions, moths, ard beetles

Free-tailed Bats (Family Molossidasl

Big Free-tailed Bat U n
b gl =92 ] {Tadarida macrotis)
Calied "free—tailed” because the tail
projects well bevond the edoe of the skin

fold between the hind legs.
RABBITS AND ALLIES (Order Lapomcophal
Rabbits and Hares (Familv Leporidas)

Desert Cottormtail c c
pg73 iBylvilagus audubomii)
A common mammal, it is an  important prey
species for many mammals, srnakes, and birds

of prey.

Black—-tailed Jackrabbit T WU ) e
pEvyE (Lepus californicus)
A larpe rabbit with long black—-tipped ears
and & black tail. Commonly seern in the
Wzl fe Cabin area.

RODENTS (Order Rodential

Rodents  are among the most  successful  of
mammal s. The order includes almost 1706
species, some 4@ percent of &2ll livirng mammals.

Sguirrels {Family Scuiridae)

Colorado Chipmurnk cC d
po88 (Eutamias guadrivittatus)
These seed-eaters collect from such plants
as riceprass, thistle, pinvon, and jJuniper
depending om the sezzon.

White-tailed Antelope Sguirrel c d
no9E {Ammospermonhilus lsucurus)
Look for these small souirrels running
acvross the roads or through the prasslands
with their white teile Flipoed upn over
their backs.



Rock Sguirrel u d
o328 {(Spermoghilus variegpatus)
Sazlt and pepper coloration and a larpe and
bushy tail identify this sguirrel. Listen
for its piercing whistles near rocky talus
or it canyomns.

White—tailed Prairie Daogp R d
oo 1 @@ (Cynomys leucurus)
This mammal is rarely seen in Arches,
although it wss common at one time. EBe on
the: look—out Ffor low dirt mounds iv acpern
country.

Focket Gophers (Family Geomyidae)

These animals are more thoroughly adapted to
subterranean existemce than any other North
American rodents.

Botta's Pocket Bopher R n
pgids {Thomomvs. bottae)
A turrmel-maker in the prasslands, this
gopher is rarely observed.

Focket Mice and Rllies {Family Heteromvidae)

FApache FRocket Mouse E n
opl@s {Perooriathus apache)
These mice seem to fTavor prassy areas that
have beewn overorazed.

Ord's Kangaroo Rat (Dipodomys ordii) C 0w
pglls
A small rodewt with large "Hanparoo" feet.
This mammal is often seern hopping across
the road at nicht.

Beavers (Family Castoridae)

Beaver {(Lastor caracdtersis) U n/c
peiid .
Observed alonc the beanks of the Colorado
Biver. Uld records indicate beaver in
Courthouze Waszh amd Salt Wash.

hew World Mice amd Retse (Family Cricetidae)

wWestert Harvest Mouse U w
oo iEs iReithrodontomys mecalotis)
This House coowre mainly in riparian
corvidores {(washes, streams, eto. )



Deer Mouse (Peromyvscus maniculatis) T 9w
g e
A white-Tooted mouse with a short tail that
is dark on top and pale underneath.

Carvorn Mouse (Peromyscus crinitus) C n
pg 127
Arn omnmivorous mouse ivhabiting open country
such as lackbrush areas and slickrock
areas devoid of vegetation.

Brush Mouse (Peromyscus boywlii) U n
ppizs
The larpgest member of its gerus in canvon
courntry These mice have lomg %ails and
are talented climbers of brush and rock.

Birnveon Mouse (Peromvecus truei) C mn
ol 3l
The Pirnyon Mouse actually utilizes the
Juniper tree, not the pinyvon, for food and

shelter.
Morthern Grasshopper Mouse E n
pplasd {Onyechomys leucopaster)
Maimly ecarnivorous, these mice will eat
beetles, grasshoppers, Spicers,

caterpillars, other mice and even lirards.

Desert Woodrat i(Nectoma lepidal C n
polasd
Yellowish to buff-gray, this small woodrat
dens in rock shelters. Leack for larpe

piles of sticks and other plant material
that woodrats collect for their rnests.

Bushy—-tailed Woodrat g n
poi&gs {Nectoma cinereal
A larpe woodrat with & larpe bushy tail, it
also dens im rock shelters. UWoodrats are
alsc commonly called packrats because they
are avid collectors of a vareity of items.

Muskrat {Ondatra zibethicus) R n/d
peigl
Found mainly in acuatic environments. They
feed on subaguatic vegetation such as
rocts, stems, leaves, and tubers.



Porcupine (Family Erethizontidae)

Fovrocupine (Evethizon dorsatum)d Umn
ppiS4
Maivly macturnal, porcunines spend the day
in Tres crotches. Loock for their

distinctive tracke in Courthouse Wash.
CarRNIVOGREES (Ovder Carnivora)

It takes i0@ pounds of plart to make 1@ pounds
of consumer to make one pound of carnivore.
Beczuse of this, carnivores are seldom aburdant
in ecosvstems, and are therefore seldom seern.

Do and ARllies (Family Canidae)

Coyote (Camis latrans) U n/c
158
The sonp dog of the west, the covote is the
most conspicuous  of carnyon courntry
carmivores. It has apoarertly externded its
raenoe, possibly due ta the demise of the
Gray Wolf.

Fe

Kit Fox <{(Vulpes macrotis) £ wnic
164 ;
Small animals with larpe ears and bushy
tails tipped with black. Mostly nocturnal,
Ik fenr them in the campground.

m}w]

G

iray Fox  (Urocyon cinerecargenteus)V U w/e

&

173
oy

A medium—-sized canime with a salt—-arnd-
mepper back, long dark tail, and rusty red
color onn the sides, legs and underside of
the tail.

Bears (Family Ursidae)

Black Bear (Ursus americanus) O nfec
ooiEed
Records indicate their occcasional presence,
But omly very rarely is one seen.



raccoomns and Allies (Family Procvonidae)

Raccoorn (Procovom lotord R n
pgi7i
"Lotor" means "washing" which refers to the
racooon® e habit of washing ifs food before
eating. Haccoons are notoriously
cmmivorous, eating virtusily amy available
crganic material.

Rivmptail tBassariscus astutus) U n

polT4
A dainty house-cat size carnivore with a

larpe bushy black and pray banded tail
which makes it look considerably larger
tham it is.

Weasels and Allies (Family Mustelidae)

Badper {(Taxidea taxus) U n/ic
ppidi
A powerful, stocky, short-lecged mammal,
the badper dips out burrows of varicus
rodents in search of prev.

‘Western Spotted Skunk F n
ool84 (Bpilogale pracilis)
White-om—black with four to six white
stripes on the back. Rithough mainly

carnivorous, skumks will also eat fruit,
berries, garbage and carrion.

Striped Skunk (Mephitis mephitis) F n
ppidy '
Two parallel white stripes contrasting with
the black backpround identify this familiar
skurk.

River 0tter {(Lutra canadersis) R d
poigs
These animals have been wiped cut over most
of their range due o trapoing. damming of
otice wild rivers, and wafter pollutiown.
However, a river ofter was cbserved alonp
the barnks of the Colorade River in 1398&.

Cats (Family Felidae!}
Exguisitely gdanved carmnivores, cats are

secretive and wary. An orcasiovnal track mav be
vour only clue to the presence of these animals.



Mountainm Lion {(Felis concolor) R n
puiza
A strong arnd graceful predator whose diet
consists mainly of desr {=ating an average
aof one a weekl. Tracks are large and
usually lack claw marks.

Bobcat (Frelis rufus) R n
pzlsed
A short taily, a ruff of long hairs on the
neck, a reddish-buff color and bBlackish
rings and spots identify this cat.

EVEN-TOED HOOFED MAMMALS (Order Ariticdactyla)

These opportunistic feeders taks advarntage of
seasonal availability of grasses, forbs, and
shrubs,

Desy and Allies {(Family Cervidae)

Myule Deer {(Jdocoileus hemionus) C e
poliag
Abundant in the Park year—-round, seen in
various meadows, especially inm the Devills
Barden arsa.

Pramphory (Family Antilocapridas)

Pronghorn  {Antilccapra americana) o d
pg=@s
The last cbservation of pronghorn was in
Salt Valley in 194l. Prongharns are noted
Tor their speed and . +the unigque
characteristic af shedding their horn
sheaths amnually.

Cows, Sheeo, Boats, and Allies (Family Bovidas)

Bighorn Sheen {Ovis canadensis) R d
fala =t
Feintroduction into Arches is re-—-sstablish-
irng this classical desert mammal Tt its

ornce2 native terrain.  EBEighorn prefer

rocky. rugged fTerrain and are guite adept
in elimbing, Jumoiwg, and ranning among
rocks,

List compilead by Damiam Fazam, Laura Houck, ang
Beth Toler Roy
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