
Invasive Trees on Fire Sites 
 

Princess Tree (Paulownia tomentosa) 

Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) 

 

Bunker Lead – 9/1993 

Tabcat – 8/1997 

Wedge Ridge – 10/1998 

Blacksmith – 8/1999 

 

Princess Tree Removal 
 

 2001 2000 1999 1998 total  
Bunker Lead 4 10 80 130 224  

Tabcat 944 307 623 307 2190  
Blacksmith 2806    2806 Not finished 683 Tree of 

heaven removed      
Wedge Ridge 45 95   140 Not finished, also 350 

Coltsfoot removed 

 
US 129 Contract Work 

 
Princess Tree totals………. 2,034 

Tree of Heaven……………3,638 

 

Blacksmith fire site is about 10% explored and worked for exotics, Wedge Ridge is aprox. 50%. 

Wedge Ridge also has a serious infestation of Coltsfoot (Tussilago farfara), which is a very invasive plant.  

This plant is found in only one other place in the park – a few dozen plants located on US 441 near the 

Morton Overlook tunnel.  Wedge Ridge also had Tung Tree (Aleurites fordii), an exotic from Florida.  

Infestation possibly due to seed source being brought back on fire equipment from outside fire locations. 

Fire crews and other resource crews need to be cautious of exotic seed brought back on clothing and 

equipment. 

 

 


