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( 1888 - 1977 )

Interview Conducted October, 1973
Biloxi, MS

Mr. Desporte was in the cannery business from 1917- 1929.
and then entered the insurance business. He also served
as aldennan for the City ofBiloxi. Mr. Desporte whose great
grandfather came to the area in 1832 begins his reminiscences
with the Civil War blockade of the Gulf coast.
The interviewer is Melvina Lee Bulk. Transcription ofthe
audio tape by Robert J. Spilsbury, a volunteer at the
Gulf Islands National Seashore, July, 2000.

Mr. Desporte
•

... established a blockade to keep provisions from coming out ofNew Orleans to •
Biloxi. My father's father, Victor Desporte, bought a sloop, and had his crew and they
would go to New Orleans and load with provisions and bring them back to Biloxi. Of
course there were others who were doing the same thing. They would sail at night and
hide during the day time. They come into the Biloxi channel at night. Ahead of them all
lights were extinguished so they cut a path across Biloxi, the peninsula, so they could steer
by that and come through into Biloxi channel. There was a Biloxian who was defeated
for an office in the local home guard company, and he went to Ship Island and joined up
with the Union troops. He led a squad to catch the blockade runners. When they stopped
my grandfather, Victor Desporte, ordered him to lock up. Grandfather told him alright
Art [Holley] I know you and when this thing is over we're going to hang you to the tallest
pine tree in Biloxi Course they didn't.

They took them to Ship Island and imprisoned them. And later they took the oath
ofallegiance and were given the freedom ofthe island. Victor Desporte, my grandfather,
being a brick mason, there wasn't but one Negro slave in Biloxi that knew how to mix
mortar. He belonged to a (Mr. DeVries, Debuys?) who lived down on East Beach near
Oak Street. When Victor Desporte would get some brick work to do he'd go hire the
slave from his owner, Mr. DeBries and apparently treated him very well. The slave was an
habitual thief. Whenever he would steal anything [unintelligible, background noise] he
would go hire this Negro slave to mix mortar. Well, when this slave being pretty smart,
when he learned about the Union troops being at Ship Island, he made his way there and
joined up with them They made him a corporal and placed a guard with him. When
Victor Desporte and his crew were given freedom ofthe island, and this Negro slave saw
his former employer, he was elated. And he served them well. Desporte and his men or
crew would hide out in the sand hills ofthe island at night and this slave would steal fresh
vegetables from the commissary and bring them to them. Scurvy set in among the
Confederate prisoners, and lots of them died of scurvy. But Desporte and his crew came














































