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A. Ceographical Setting

The Rappahannock River, following the pattern of Virginia's Lo |
eastern streams, flows into Chesapeake Bay; an arm of the Atlantie T l2e,
Ocean, A hundred miles northwest of the river mouth, at the head of
navigation, Fredericksburg straddles the area of the farthest tides, e
with falls at one end of the towm and deep waber at the other, Here 4
at the fall line, where the river is about a hundred yards wide, the
tides rise two and three feet, though the salt, kept back by the in-
land eurrent, penetrates upward only some fifty miles from the Bay,
The lower, wider reaches of the Rappahannock reflect sea colors: gray,
bluew-gray, and blue-green, The narrow Fredericksburg stream runs dark
green when olear, stained with the red clay of the Pledmwont after up-
land rains,

... Ten miles above Fredericksburg, the dowmward rushing Rappe- F
hammock is joined by the Rapidan, Both of these swifl streams rise
in the Blue Ridge Mountains, Trout leap in the mountain riffles; small-
mouth bass swim the area to the dam at Fredericksburg, lawemouth along
the shores and crecks of the lower river,

Just east of Fredericksburg, the broad Potomas River winds e e
to within twelve miles of the towny Potomac Creek, & thrusting finger =
ting westward from the river, is navagable for amall eraft to withe e a e
elght miles of Fredericksburgy A ereek in Tidewster Virginia, be it ¥
noted, is often & mile wide, At the mouth of Potomae Creek, the oto-
mac River turns north toward Weshinghon, where it again bends westward,
Had the Potomac River not turmed to follow the fall line escarpment,
its falls would have been near Fredericksburg instead of sbove Vashing-
ton,

The next Chesapeake estuary southward from the Rappahannock,
the York, docs not reach the fall line at all, but branches into the
Mattaponi and the Pammkey, which fon out into 2 network of lesser
streams,

~ Below that, Rechmond edts her hills "{m falls of the James;
&nd next eomes Potersburg &t the head of navigation on the Appomatiex,
& tributery of the James,




A1l of the fall line settlement points, the Washington area
(which was Georgetown, Maryland and Alexandria, Virginia, bVefore the
creation of the District of Columbia), Frederisksburg, Riehmend, and
Petersburg, were the meeting grounds of native tribes for lumting and D
fishing, In the westward move of the White Man, these lecalitles be- o= e
eame outposts of his civilization and then treding centers between his ¥
Fant and West.

T ST

leng before any man came, and before the birds and the beastis,
the ancient scas pounded the fall line escarpment in one age and rolled
over it during another, The escarpment itself is but part of a land P -
which hag time and again been uplifted through Intemnal thrusts and worn ., -
down by outward weathering. ool sl

The ice age glacles stopped short of the Fredericksburg country; ¥
we see therefore no fields of cowntless boulders, Pledmont Virginia poo-
sesses outeroppings of various sortey sendy Tidewater has few rocks of
any size, At the fall line, the rivers have cut inte the skeleton of the
ecscarpment, and the roecky falls present building stone, Sand and pravel
of good building and road comstruction quality are abundant in the Freder-
icksburg vieinity. From Frederickeburg west, the Indian artifacts are
quarts, quartaite, and chert; from our arca ecastward quarts predominates, oo p e,
All over this arep, whether east or west, suitable brick elay may be found. e
Thus, early man haé ample material for artifacts and the White Man for his ¥
buil

The varied wntercourses gave food fish and afforded un casy |
reans of transportation, The anmuel rainfall of 40 to 45 inches has, ‘
despite the periodic droughts of historie times, for thousands of years _
clothed the hills and valleys with a Jwarient forest and pupported the et
crops of man,

B, Prehistoric and Aboriginal History of the Area

Ko scholry yet knows how or when man came first to the liew
World, The anth rcpologistWe. H, Holmes pointed out the dansgers of falsc
assumption in connection with levels where artifacts may be found and
their asscciation with certain fossils or rocks, After going into de-
tail, citing examples, his conclusion was thatt " , 4 « the continent
was probably rot reached and cccupled until after the final retreat of
the glacial ice from middle North America, At the same time it must be
granted that there is no apparent reason why, if already occupying north-
ern Asia, man should not have reached American shores by way of Bering
Strait during any of the perieds ¢f mild climste which preceded and inter-
rupted the Ice Agej yet we may wisely await the results of further re~
search and provide for the application to these of the severest tests

~ that selence can devise." (Holmes, V. H., of hborizinal Amori-
can Antiquities, Part 1, %ﬂ. The lithie Industries. Smithson-
etin

ian " Institution, Bureau of can Fthnolegy, « Cov.




Printing Office, Washington, 1919, p. 94).

Seience has since devised severer tests than Holmes would have
believed possible, Materials can now be dated by procedures developed
in atomic yesearch, lMore definite statements about the time of American
man may thus be forthcoming, As long ago as the 1930's, however, I'rank
He H. Hoberts demonstrated the great antigquity of the Folsom culture in
Colorado, Folsem Points, named after the place in Few Moxieo where first
digcovered, seer t¢ have been 10,000 years old in Coloredo, perhaps much
more, One of thoze well made channelled type of points has been found
neay Ely's Ford on the Rapidan and another on the Raprahannoek fifteen
miles below Fredericksburg, indiesting & race hereabouts far olderthan and
perhaps different from the Indians found by the first Buropeans, The
makers of the highly specialized Folsom Points may have neen tramsients
rather than settlers, Sites of villages above Fredericksburg have been
flooded so often during the centuries that any really definitive study

is precluded, (Bushnell, David I,, Jr., Indiap Sites Below the Folls
of the Rappehannock, Virginia. Smit’;haoni&#{ sé&ﬁx%m Collections,
Yol. 96, no, L, washington, 1937, 55 and 64, Aleo Bushnell, The lana-
hoae Tribes in Virginla » Smithsonian Mise, Colleetiona, Vol, Ui,
No, 8, washington, 1935, pps 35 and 56 and Flate 13). Pushnell, the
Smithsonian specialist who knew this arca well, peints out that, regard-
lesa of the Folsom Points, materials along the Rappahmmmock represent
the work of different groups, antedating the historic tribes, Armateur
arrowhead hunters may easily notice that many artifacts are cruder thon
the predominate material on the same sites, :

The Inglish found in Eastern Virginia a branch of the Algonquian
Nation banded together under the leadership of Powhatan, whose capitel wes
in the lower Jameg-York area, rly "urcpeans made little seclentific ef-
fort to study the aborigines (if we excert scme very geod reporting), both
because they were too busy cogening and exterminating them and because
enthropology had not yeb been developed as a classified sclence, Thus
when we say Algonquian, we mean merely a certain related language group.

It is believed that the Fowhatan Confederacy was & new organi-
zation, The tribal set-up fifty yvars earliier may have been entirely
different., loosely bound by the Confederacy were practically all of the
Tidewater tribes, UYest of the fall line the Siouan tribes held sway, the
villages of the Monzcang standing on the banks of the James and Riverme
end the Manahoacs ruling the upper fappashannock and the Rapidan, (Bushe
nell, Manahoae Tribes, op., gite, Pe 1),

Boutheast of Frederickasburg Powheten's Ra enoek villages
followed the shores seaward, Captain John Smith's Map of Virginia dotted
these in with an accuracy since proved by archeologieal investigation,
Some villages were minerj others more important Smith called "Kings
howses", Forty miles downriver from the falls came the first of the




three larger towns, Plssaseck, later the site of Colonial Leedstown,
on the left, or north, bank, Then, farther up, on the right bank, wua
Nandtanghtacund (Port. Tobago, or Tcbaceo Bay, just below Fort Reyal),
¥Wext, on the left bank, stood Cuttatewomen, In the Lamb's Creek arca,
tuelve miles southeast of Fredericksburg. "(ther selilements, evident—
1y of less isportance, are indicated om hoth banks of the river, but
nene ie shown within about 10 miles of the falls, It appecrs that in ¥
1608 there were no Algonquian camps on the leprahamneock for some dipe

tance below the great island /2t the fullg/, westward from which the

country was dominated by 3iocuan trdibes, whose steady movement down Lhe
valley may have caused the abandonment of the ilgenquisn villages.”

(Pushne1, l“-% Site op. gits, B 6. Gee also
7+ 3 for & section of Jo Qmi'?'}% %f Virginia), —

The elosest village to the falls shown on Captain John &izith's
map wags Accoqueck., Just below thal came Ceceobeck, hoth being on the '
rirht bank, Un the left bank dowmward a little lay Massawoteek., They
show on Smith's map as plain as the beard on his face, and they are o’c-—
vicusly well below the fallas, Yet the local histordan Cuinn blandly saya:
"They scem to be located as followss Cecobeck was just west of the city ’5
t(ilzmhouse; Massauteck (gic) was located just back of Chathamp , . ,© {

Cuinn, 8. J., The liis of the City of Fredericksburg, Virginia, i
The Hermitage Press -ﬁﬁgnd, G08, p. .1%). Chatham, the old estate tma
knowm in the Civil ¥War as the lacy House, on the left bank, Stafford Wy
County, overlooks Fredericksburg, The almshouse of Cuinn's day ccoupled ¥
part of the site now covered by Mary Washingten College. Cudrn's wrong
assumption undoubtedly forms the basls for ths College's contention:

"in the heights where Mary Washingten Colleze now stands, onee stood
'“eacobeck!, an Indian village, vislted Ly Captain John Smith and pariy.”
(Bulletin, Har_z Hashingbon Collese, Fredericksburg Aprily 1954, p. 25).

S s

B, gaspe et

vublic relations staffs are not to be pushoed downriver by such sinple —
foes aas the lanahoacs.
Swith's map does show a village in the fallas areap only it was -

on the site not of Tredoriekaburg, but of Falmouth, her neighbor acrossthe
zs_vm o This was Mahaskahod, a Manahoac "hunting town® or temporary camp.

The map shows noti"fmg, however, on the right bank. Dubt whether or not
ever & villaege, that region, now upper Frodericksburg north of U, .
Hizhway 1, Alternate, was certainly occupied if only seascnally; it was
rich in ertifacts before the growbh of the town made them inaccessible,
This area eumbraced the Frederdcksburg 'sirpgrounds of the esrly Twentieth
Century, It was bordered by the river at the igland so often mentioned
in local histery, ecalled variously through the years: Winchester, Pecit's,
Hunter's,Wine's, and lauck's Islands usually glven as BDeck's on Civil ‘ar
RS o

“The wators {lowing past the large island, snd the rapids both
above and below, appear to have been faverite fishing places for all who
had occupied or freguented the region since 1t wus first knowm to ran,
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It was near the island that seversl hundred lanahoac Indians, ihe last

of the native tribes to claim the country, had gathered scrly in August [P
1608, when some were wst by the Inglish who had ascended the lappahannock, :
and it is easily concelved that it had served as a gathering place for '
others through the centuries. As releted by Amoroleck, the Manshoae mon g
who hed been wounded and taken eaptive, the 'nglish were not discovered

by the Indians until he and *those with him came thither fishing'.

“Fish treps may have extended across the rocky bed of the river,
below the island, in the year 1608 as sove do at the present time, Those
still existing have been used in recent years, but by whom they were e
ordginally constructed will never be ascertained. Traps similar to these,
however, had undoubtedly been made by the Manahoas, as well &s by others
who had preceded them in the region, They recemble the traps in the James —
iiver at Richmond, deseribed by Beverley rore than two centuries ago.”
(Pustmell, Nanshoac Tribes, op. eit., pp. 16-17).

Uvidence of Indian occupaney hav also been found meny nlaces
upriver, including Torest Fall, in the U, 5, Ford area, Kelly's Ford
on the Rappahannock, Ely's Ford on the Rapidan, and the Fox Neck (Cer— st
wanna Fepd area) olso on the Repidan., (Ibid,pp.22, 31, 40), . g

These sites, where tens and hundreds of savage hunters crept | P ikl
eoftly in Y608 and before, felt the soldierly tread of thoussnds in the
Civil War battles and mancuvers of the 1860's, when the river at Freder-
icksburg was crossed rany times, and Kelly's Yord, U. 8. Ford, Cervarna
Yord, and othera were crossings and re-cressinge in the Chancellorsville,
Mine Run, and Wildermess Campalgns, and various other sklrishes i» caval-
ry actions, (W
East of Fredericksburg, on the ioteciac, the Indian clans owed
allegiance to Bmperer Fowhatan. The "Kings howase" Patowaneck on lolomac L A
Creek stoed on the point between Potomac Creck and its tributary Acca-
keek, still called Indisn Points That ar-a housed Unlon supply bases in
the Civil War,

By 1700, all Virginia natives east of the fall line had ceuscd
to exist as elements of danger to the now lorda of the rivers,.

C, Corming of the White Man

It hag long been & cherished local legend that the 1ll-foted
msixbmth senbury ﬂﬁp&ﬂiﬁh Jesuit wdesion to Vﬂrfmiah w in the Frodore
area, Erluu were, aecording te ory, massacred at
the %log Chapel of the ", upriver from the tnih. This theory




surposes that the expedition eame by wey of the ictomac iver, landed _
in the Aquia Creek area, fiftecen miles cast of Fredericksburg, the mis- i
gsionaries them going across country to the happrahammock, ‘

The Fredericksburg hypsthesis, however, has been superseded g

by the coenelusions of the Jesuld Fathers Lewls and Inomie, Thelr pains-

taking dotumentary ressarch and ecareful rcconnaissance of the terrain
have placed the locale of the ¥lsslon vo Ajacan on the Feninsula belween

the York and Jemes Hivers, Three of the misslonary group were rurdered

near the site of later Jamestown 2nd the others on the York opposite, at

their habitation, which seems to have been bullt of rough lwrber brought G
with the expedition. There was a small roor to one side used for saying

Kass until a chapel could be built, (lewis, Clifford M., 8.J., and loorde,

Alvert J,, Sede, The & gg?*_&_ Mission in Virgzinia, 1572, Pub- L
lished for the Virginia Historieal Seoeiely by the University of torth
Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 1953, rp. 39-49, 62~64),

In default of the Spenicerds, Captain John Omith and cleven other
Englishmen may be considered the first vwhite men to see the Frederickaburg
area, The date was Awust, 1608, As narrated by three of the expedition, s
Bagnall, Fowell, and Todkill, the Inplish, on a voyage of exploration from e
Jamestown, had a skirmish with the Rappaharnocks, a downriver tribe ocou- i
pying the general area of the present town of Tappehannock, about fifty F
miles from Fredoricksburg, Near the villare cf Secobeck, one of the Ing-
lishmen, Fichard Fetherstone, died, They buried him in the river, firing
a velley and calling the place Fetherstene's Hay, The place is shown or
the Smith map, Proceeding up stream they woent on until the beat would
net float, the area of the rocky falls at lhe island, or about up as far , .
as present U. 8, Highway 1 bridge. I

There they disembavked to oxplore the country, setting up crouses 1
and grewing their names on the trees, (The Sailth map shows & cross for Bl
thie stop). According to Bushmell they ", . . appear to have ascended
the high ground on the right bank of the river opprosite the upper end of
the island, beyond which lay the country of the lManshoacs", The cliff
vould give & fine view of the valley. (Bushnell, Manshoae Iribes, op.cit.,
Pe 3% ps 8)e (This hill was the Confederate loft wing in the Datile of
Fredericksburg),

Almost before they knew it, they were attecked by lurkins savages,
cne of whom, named Amoreleck, they captured., Through thelr interpreter,
¥Moseo, he informed the Inglishmen that he belonsed to the Manahoac villaze
of Hassininga, up the river, His party had come down te fishj they were
staying at the temporary encampment or "hunting town" Mahaskahod, The
inglish departed in the night, earrying on a rumning £isht with Lhe Indians
until daylight found their boat about twelve miles down the river, in a




broad rlace, cut of bowshot, The voyagers then anchored and abe broai-

fast.s Amorcleck now counseled with his Lrethern, telling them his free- i i
dom was promised if they weuld behave well, The Vanaheaes lay down thodr o
arrows, Amoroleck being brought ashore, the partles traded trinkets o .d .
souvenirs i _ e

When the English sailed away, they left the Manshoacs singing
and dancing, (Smith, John, The Truc Travels, Advenbtures, gnd Cbsorve-
ticne of Captain John Smith, st¢. !rom the london idition of 1679, lo-

rublished at the F Press, Willlam W, Cray, Printer, Richmond, Va,,
1819, Two Volumes; vol.l, pp. 185 = 188, Snith's map of Virgliie securs o

oprosite p, 149 of vol, 1, This meems to be the one of 1621., regarded
as the most complote of the several maps, Pertinent sections of this map
are reprinted by Busknell in the two brochures cited previously). r

As the Jamootown colomy grew, the Inglish gradually scttled the
rivers upward, The Fotomae was peopled.ln the Potemae &nd Aquia Crocl
areces fester than were the Rappchanneck sheres in the falls vicinity,

Giles Brent went to the Aquia Creck arca as early as the 16/,0f3, s i
The Augustine Herrman Map shows setileventsz, in the third quarter of the B
century, along the Happshannock almost to the falls, but not many. Cuite

a fow appear in the nearby Fotomac srea, (The Herrman Map of Virpinia p
and i)r’aryland, london, 1673, Faesimile, Grown Univeraity, Providence, u.7,,
1948).

Though the natives were more or less subjugated throusheut | fo-
tern Virginia, trouble on the frontler continued, In Mareh 1675/5, an et
of the Virginia Assembly provided for various forts, one of which was to —
be placed al or near the falls of the Reppuhanveck, garrisened by ~no hune -
dred and cleven men and cormmanded by lejor Lawrence Imith, (Hening, +il- S
liam Wallep Stetutes at large; Being & Collection of all the laws of ol
Virginia, e%c%hzf’rintcd %y'% o & VW, & C. Bartow, lLew 'iorﬁf' 323, vol. 2,
e 327 ®

The Assexbly of June 1676 abolished this garrison and ordercd ithe
troops to more dangorous areas, The abollshing act uses this expression
regarding Smith's fort: - "which was setiled or Intended to be setiled by
vertue of a late act of assembly « » " (Ibid., Ps 347)s Thiz fort, on
paper for such & short time, may never have been erected on the ground ot
all, but a fort of sorts was probably built, judging from the wording of
the grant to Smith, below, An Act of April 25, 1679 provided for tle re-
establishuent of this fort, one of four at the heads of the rivera, with
Lawrence Smith again in charge. The four forts were to be of the same
construction, two houses at each siter a ntofe house sixty feet long by
twenty feet wide and a small house for amsmun . tion ten feet square, fach
fort was to have a boat and ocars, (Ibid,,pp 432-34, 438), An ict of




-~
Movember 1682 ordered the disbandment of these garrisens, 7The danger

was lessened and their upkeep proved too greit a burden, Rangers were e
tc be used instead, impressed from the fronticr population, ( Ibid., o
498499), The forts were to be dismantled and the soldiers disbended RS
by Decerber 13, o

The Rappezharmock fort of 1679-1622 arparently wos & sort of come
bined private and publie venturc. Another Aet of April 1679 prented land
te Smith in return for his establishing a carriaem, Smdth, It was agreed,
M, o & within the tyme of ifteene months next, after the last doy of De-
cerber next ensueing the date hereof, will secttls on seate al or neare e
the place in Pappehanock river, vhere the ffort was bullt in the ycare '
1676, and have in readinesse upon 2ll occasions on beate of dmum Ififty
&ble men well armed ., , ", He wos granted lands five and & half miles . ;
along the river, that is, to extend twe and a half miles below the site
of the 1676 fort and three miles above thnt site ("being reduced into a
straight 1ine"). The grant extended back into the woods four miles. The
settled part was to be a mile along the river and a half mile wide "o
be laid ocut ag he shall thinke fitt", with places for two hundred and

rifty men, (IbidO;pPo MB"‘}53)0 ( ) Np——
sic T

Before all this, Smith and ‘cbert Taliafro/had been iven a <

patent of 6300 acres in 1666 for bringing over 126 persons from Ingland: B

", . o gbout 4 mi, szhove Waire Cr., beg, on the E, side of Snowe Cr,,

rmunning up sd, river on the K, side of sd. Cr. vte, to a vale nere the

mouth of Nusaponucks Cr, ete,” (Nugent, lell Marion, Caveliers and

Ficneers, Abstrects of Virginia Iand Patents and Orants, 1623-1600.

Tiets f?’&ss . Fichmend, 1934 » Y0Lo 1, po S48), lle 18 an example of tlic

Seventeenth Century picncers whe inched up the rivers, grant by grant, (P——

His origiral patent's upriver ending near the meuth of Vusa- e
ponueks (now spelled Mazsaponax) Creek would be about five miles below " b M
the lower part of Fredericksburg, as of 1955, The Assembly's five and
& half mile grent aleng the river would bring his land up te the prosent
mlddle~lower part of Fredericksburg,

Thus the fort area would be gonovhere on the old Smithiield
estate, now the Fredericksburg Country Plub and the first "settlement”,
an ermed camp of short duration, was thus well south of the limits of
the later town.

The Robert Taliaferro who patented the earlier land with Ordth
in 1666 was host in 1670 te the German traveller John lederer, who ro-
quired a day fyrom Tallaferro's to reach the falls, Vhen in 1733 the
Crown Commisgioners received evidence 4n the course of the dispute he-
tween the authorities and lord Fairfax over the Horthern Neek Froprictary,
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Francis Thornton stated that he tock up his reasidence at Snow Creek
(about 8 miles below present Fredericksburg) in 1703 and that there —
were then but two settlements above his house, the upper of which wes gty
about four miles below the falls, Jobn Teliaferro, son of Nobert
Tallaferro, lived nine miles below the falls; when he settled there in
1701, he said, there were but three settlements above his house, (Cited
in Ewbrey, Alvin T., History of Fredericksburg, Virginia. Old Dominion Press,
Richmond, Va., 1937, pp. 39-40).

The land on which Fredericksburg is located is part of a
2,000 acre patent from the Crown made by Covermor 5ir William Berkeley,
¥ay 2, 1671, to John Buckner and Thomas Foystom, This was for bringing
49 people to the Colony. It began at a marked four branch pine, comer
to land "surveyed for k¥r, lawrence Smith" and ran along Swith's line
%W by 9 2 degrees and 1/2 W 1000 poles, thence MW 230 poles, and thence
KE by ¥ 2 degrees 1/2 § 1000 poles to zhe river, then along the river
te the beginning, (Land office, Richmond, Va., quoted in Fmbrey, op.
eit., ps 12). OSmith's line here menticned would not, it scems, be that
of his first tract, which ended at Massaponax, but rather the uprer line
of his upper tract, granted him by Act of Assembly in 1679, which land he
apparently was in the process of acquiring as early as 1671, -

Jehn Buckner, "of S5t. Sepulchre's, citizen and salter of Iondon, 2l oo
wes born in 1630, married Doborah Ferrers, of West Wieckham, Bucks in 1661, e
came to Virgiria with his brother Philip, and settled in Gloucester county.
He was the first man to use a printing press in Virginia and employed one
John Nuthead to print the laws of the general assembly of 1680, le was
forbidden to print further without license."” (Tyler, Iyon Cardiner, In-
cyclopedia of Virginis Biography. Lewls Historical Publishing Co., lew
York,,'}‘)lll.s,l/p. 198,0

Yiol. Y,

Neither Budmernnor Royston lived on their upriver tract, By b
the time of the 1720's, . more and more people had settled the falls _ g
area, but the Buclmer-Hoyston tract, or par$ of it, wans still held by
mezbers of the families, namely, fobert Duckner and Jehn Royston of Clou~
cester County.

An Act of Assembly of February 1727 provided for a town on part
of their land, stating that whereas a great mmber of people had "of late"
geated themselves in the area and petitioned for a town, it was dirceted
that fifty acres of the Iobert Duckner-John Royston land should be cet
aside for this purpose, Trustees, empowered to lay out and sell lots,
were John Robinson, Henry Willis, Augustine Smith, John Taliaferro, lenry
Beverley, John Waller, and Jeremiah Clowder, Buckner and Royston would
be psid out of the sale money and furthermore would receive two lots cach,
Such other parts of their estates of which they were respoctively seized
would not be disturbed by the act,

e e e




1ot helders were to build within two yearss houses were to be
a2t least twenty feet square with a nine foot piteh,

Since William ILevingsten (livingston) possessed & lsase under
John Royston of part of the fifty acres and had erected buildings and
improvements therscn, it was decreed that the two lots given Royston
would include Iivingston's dwelling house and kitchen, which would re-
vert to Royston on the expiration of the lease, Twenty pounds were or-
dored)paid to Livingston for the value of the lease (1.e, other then his
house) .

The town was te be called Frodericksburg, cbviously after irod-
erick, Prince of Wales, son of George II and father of Ceorge III, (lien~
ing, op. .2_5_-'_*-_0, vole 4y PPe 224~237)

As Judge Imbrey peints out, lLivingston was the only person ac—
tuzlly on the Tifty acres, the only person disturbed by the laying out of
the town; thus lccal his{or‘lanl err in stating that a village of sone sort
already existed and the town act merely made it officlal. %Embmy, op.cit.,
Pe 47)s This is eheer romance, Also, local histoprians have, I believe,
nade gonfusing statements ebout the "lease-lands", The act speaks of the
area corzmunity ecalled the but the langusge is not eclear as to
vhether the y acres was ¢a the lease land or whether the whole
tract was so called, Fither way, the nick-name would be & perfecily nor-
mal one since large areas of frontier patents were leaszed out even vhen
the owner himself lived there, Idvingston's lease was part of the fifty-
acre tract, a fact in itself enough to give the name,

Lawrence Swith's fort tract ran, as we have noted above, from
the Mazsaponax some five miles upward, putting his upper river corner in
the lower part of present Fredericksburg, sccounting for ppproximations,
The town occupied, as set out in the act, the whole breadth of the Buck~
ner=-Royston tract along the river, In 1808 Charles Yates and others who
had enercached upon the streets were sued by the Commonwealth; Surveyor
C. Smith of King Ceorge County was ordercd to rerun the street lines, He
followed William Waller's map of March 1739, who had duplieated the origin-
2l map of Ceorge Homes, Aug. 13, 1728, James Tutt, an old man, showed C,
Smith the place ", . . at or very near which the said Tutt reccllects to
have formerly seen a marked pine, which was them and always since, with-
in his recolleetion, has been (gie) considered the lower corner on the
fiver of the old Town of Fredericksburg os firsﬁ esteblished , . "
Fredericksburg Court Records, Land Causes and %ﬁ!, Book for 1808-21,
p. 52), This was near I.ewia': formerly Munter's, Ferry. [anding, Foint A
on Smith's plat, the river end of Wolfe Street. The old town shown by
Seith, ran from that comer, the breadih of the Royston-Buckner patent,
northward aleng the river to lewls Street, six present day blocks, and
westward from the river to & 1line halfway between Prineess Anne and Chare
les Strests, two and & half blocks,
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This is interesting evidence, but the aged witness Tutt did not
testify, as Ewbrey says he did, that he had secen the pine tree montioned
in the patent of 1671, (fmbrey, pe. 50). A1l he said was he remembered
a pine always considered the lower river corner of the town as first es-
tablished.. The tewn was established in 1727, Undoubtedly, the point was
the same and is thus {ixed as the lower river cormer of the Buckner-iioy-
ston traet in 1671, adjoining Lawrence Smith's traet., It is indeed pos-
sible for the tree to have been the ancient one, If Tutt were scventy-
five, say, in 1808, and had seen the pine in 1750, to pick a date, the
tree then could have been a hundred years old, making it twonty or so at
the time of its first use as 2 marker, (Ihe land Causes and Appeals Dook
for 1808-21, pp. 51=53, includes the map and 2ll pertinent information in
the Yates case, The loose papers ere File 576, Bundle F, 436~462).

The town grew slowly. Vvhen Colonel Willlam Byrd visited it in
1732, he found that beaides Colonel wWillis, the top man of the place, there
were only one merchant, & tailer, a smith, an ordinary keeper, znd a lis,
levistone who served in the double capacity of doectress and coffoe woman,
"and were this a populous City, she iz quelify'd to exereise 2 olher cal-
lings." What these were wo know not, Slcops could come clese to the wharf,
near which stood a publie warehouse in the chape of & cress, The only stone
building was & prison, strong enough to hold Jack ‘heppard, the notorious
Iondon jailbreakse, A court house and church were scheduled for eruction,
but had not yet been built, (Byrd's "A Progress to the Mines", Bagsett,
John 8pencer, ed., The ¥ritings of "Colonel “illiam Byrd of Yestover In
Virpinda, Isq." Doubleday, Page & Co,, lew York, 1901, p. 373).

Colonel Willis' seat was a hill west of town, purchased frem
the tract helrs, later called Willis' Hill, now the National Cemetery,
and 8 part of the Confederate Marye's Heishts position in the Baitle of
Fredericksburg, December, 1862, Mrs. levistone was fusanmeh (Sukey)
Livingston, William ILivingston's widow,

Mearwhile, another town had sprimz up in the Wilderness nearby
and died away vhile Frederickeburg was a-borning, Governor Spotsvoodt's
Cermarna on the Rapidan,

The far-secing Spotswood meant Germanna to be a buffor aainst
French and Indien encroachment from the North and West, as well au
beginning of manmufacturing in the Colony. There on the remotest fronticr,
miles and miles from the comforts »f Villiamsburg, he bullt his cun "castle®
end established an iron mamufactory. He mettled a coleny of Cermans there
in 1714 and began his mining operutions. At first, it wos pretended the
metal was silver, since Spotewood felt the authorities in ¥ngland would
be mere interested in that metal, The firest group moved, and in 1717 he
imported about seventy more Germens, In 1725 these indentured Germans left,
after which Spotswood used slave lasbor. (Cappon, lester J., Iron iorks at
Tuball: Terms and Conditions for their lcase as stabed by Alexznder
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Spotswood on the twentieth day of July 1739, ith Historical Introduc-

tion by lester J. Cappon, HMelregor Library, University of Virginia, v
m’htt@“vme’ 19’65, PPs 6—12). WM

The fanmous journey of the Knights of the Colden Horseshoe, in Rl
1716, one of the early ventures to the mountains, though net the first, | s
seems 1o have been & publieity stunt on Spotewood's part to intercot
Virginians in the westward mevement.

. Germanna overlooked the Rapddan about twenty miles west of
Fredericksburg, by way of present Virginia ioute 3, Germanna Ford played
a large part in the Battles of Chancellorsville and the Wilderness, The P
Furnace for smelting the iren stood near thie Rappshannock below the junce 4
tion of the two riversj it eperated for some years after Spotswood's death,

Hugh Jones, the early Virginia historian, spesking of the first
pert of the 1720-30 decade, in his The Present State of Virginia, mentions
Cermanna and the Furnace, stating that a court house was underway,

Decay, however, quietly intervened, Colonel Byrd, seeing Cer-

manna in 1732, fo.nd that "This famous Town consists of Cole, Spotswood's e 8
enchanted Castle on one Side of the Street, and a Baker's Dosen of ruine .
ous Tenemsnts on the other, where so many lerman Familys had dwelt some i
Years agoj but are now remov'd tem Miles higher, in the Fork of Pappahan~ | Eonii
ncck, to land of their Own.,” There had been a chapel, bub some "plous

pecple had lately burnt it down with intent to get another buili ncarer

to their own hemes." (Byrd in Bassett's edition, op. git., p. 356).

The county of Spotsylvania (bastard Latin for Spotswood) had beoen

established in 1720, with Cermenna as the County Seat, The actual orpani- I—
sation came in 1722, (Heming, vol. 4, pp. 77 & 364 and Spotsylvania Court i
Regords)e In 1732, the county soat was roved to Fraderitk%fu%{%ing,
Vole by PPe 364—655. Here it remained until the time of the Revolution, oo

The present site, ten miles southwest of Frederlcksburg, scene of the Civil
War battle of Spotsylvanla Court louse, is the sceond county site since
removal from redericksburg. Fredericksburg has been the judicial scat

of botl the county and the Diatrlict Court; it holds Cireuit Court and

Civil and Police Justice Court; under the unique Virginia system, it is

one of the citlies independent of any county affiliationy thus it is sur-
recunded by, bLut not in, Spotsylvania County, The site of vanished lcroon-
na is now in Urange County,




Ds Principal Events of the Colonial Peried

Fredericksburg grew to importance as a seaport, since in eurly
days of few and poor roads the farther inland & ship ¢ould unlead the
better off were all concerned,

During the infaney of the toum, a omall boy axd his fanily roved
te & plantation just over the river,still called the Ferry Farm. In that
yoar of 1738, the boy,whose name was Ceorge Wachingbon, was six yesrs old,
Hls father Augustine died at Ferry Farm in 1743, (F‘meman, Douglas Soubhe

all, ng;ggi‘ in M. Charles Seribner's 3ons, lew York

1948, yol, PPe . re Waghington hacked the cherry trsc and
threw the doilar across the river, if ever he did, These legends are not
as silly as some writers have made out, In fact, the perpstuator, lorson

Veems, did not say Ceorpge threw a dollar, but & roek, a sensible cnouch
aceount to indicate the stremgth of the youth,

"Col, lLowis ¥Willis®, wrote Weems, "his play-mate and kingrun,
hze been heard to say, that he has often seen him throw & stone acrocs
Ray) y &t the lower ferry of Tredericksburg, It would be no easy
natter matter{sic) to find & man, now e~days, vho could do it." (Veens,
He L" ¥l

The river was doubtless a little wider than its procent scant
hundred yerds, bocause it is now diked and back £1lled in that vieinity.
Any gooed ball player can porform the feat today, easily throwing beyond
the weter line, 4 coin sails more easily than 2 reck, Some years ago
the fermer Washington baseball pitcher wWalter Johnason threw a silver dol-
lar across at a local celebration, and for a mwber of years school boys
competed anmually on February 22,

In the matter of the tree, Yeems says the child baried and in-
jured it so that it doubtless died, not that he cut 4t down. (Ibid, pr.
15-18). A child ususlly does not i‘onw through in oueh wanton pranis,
but rether commits ainless mischief in passing,

There 18 no need to disbelieve the basie truth of these legords,
accounting for the style and purpose of the book,

After ¥Yashington had grown up and come into possession of iound
yernon, he purchased a house for hie mother in Fredericksburg, nesr Hen-
uore, the home of his sister Betty, wife of Colenel Fielding lewis,

Washington became a Mason in Fredericksburg in 1752, ¢n his
meny trips to the town duringz his manheod he often visited the tavern
kept by his friond Ceorge Weedon, a gathering place for the patricts and
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inveighers against Fngland, le maintained a desk at Mercer's Apothe~
cary Shop on Caroline, the main street, not far above Weedon's Tavern,
Hugh Mereer, a medigal man from Aberdeen University, had been "out in
145" with Bonnie Prince Charlie. VWhen Charles SBtuart failed to regain
the British throue and pulled Jootland dowm to defeat with him, Mercer

40 America, Meeting Washington in Pennsylvania, he was per—
suaded to set up shop at Fredericksburg. 0Ur. Mereer married Uecedon's
wife's sister and became affluemt,

Mercer and Weedon were ameng the five generals, not counting
Washington, furnished by Fredericksburg and viecinity in the American
Revolution. The others were William Woodford, Thomas Posey, and Ous-
taves: D, Wallace,

Though VWeedon lived for years to hold ¥uletide carouse at his
home the Sentry Box in wemory of the Crossing of the Delaware, Mercer
was mortally wounded at Princeton, There are many honors to liercer's
namej one, a monument in Fredericksburg, was authorized by the Continen-
{al Cungress almost irmediately following his death, A later U, . Con-
gress finally erected the statue in 1906.

Generals vere not the only loca} gontribution to the Revolu-
tion. Washington's brother-in-lsw Field/lewis and his friend Charles
Dick established & valuable punnery in Fredericksburg, Besides the Cun-
nery, Hunter's Iron Works at Falmouth and a naval sterehouse ¢n lotormuc
Creek contributed to the csuse, There were aledv at or neer Frederichio-
burg & hospital, & garrison, and a prison camp.

An admiral came frem here %oc, John Paul Jones, At any rete,
tds Lrother William Peul lived and died here., Joln Paul, who added the
neme Jones to his family name, last visited Fredericksburg to settle his
brother's estate, If any Amerdcan towm can claim this international wan-
derer, Fredericksburg can,

Spared thec horrors of actual warfare, the town rejoiced with
the rest of the new nation at the successful cutcome, A brilliant
"Peace Ball" was held here, attended by many notables, ineluding Wash~
ingten, his mother, and lafayette.

Cf the several Eighteenth Centwry bulldings left ir the towm,
the Mary Washingten louse and the Rising Sun Tavern are maintained as
museuns by the Seciety for the Prsservation of Virginia Antiguities.
Kept open by other associations are Kenmore, the home of Washington's
sistur Betly lewls, lMercer's Apothecary Shop, end the Monroe law Office,
James Monrce's first plassof business, The Masonie Iedge building,
also open to the publiec, is old, but is not the building in which Vash-
ington was initiated,
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E. American Period P
Under the Republic the town continued to flourish., Incorpor-
ated in 1781, the new corporation now comprised a Mayor, Recorder, Board s
of Alderman, and Common Council, Pespite serious fires "of 1799, 1807, and v
1822, prosperity grew wore solid and the physical properties rose from the
ashes ag more substantiel bulldings than before. (Gulan, op. cit., pr.57,
59, end 64), Net only was the eity a place of resort for trade, but a
social, educatioral, and professional center for the countryside, Une is

amaged in consulting the p;gg‘t_g% ary of Ameriean g}g% at the mmber of
distinguished people who were either or spent pert of their youth in

FPredoricksburg, An outs exanmple was James Monreg from neerby lieste
moreland County. He set up 8 law office in Fredericksburg aftur the Rev- R
olution, became a city cowmeilmen, and finally president of the United

States, how.ng more publie offices then any other Amerdean before or since,

Next to ¥ashington, Monroe is Tredericksburg's best known contri-
bution to America,

Une of Fredericksburg's lesser notables, the adventwrer lewls i
Littlepage burned his bright eandle at both ends all over Furope. A trusted '
officer of King Stanislaus and Kosciusko in Poland's doomed fight against
the Russisns and a veteran of other affairs, he came home to die, at the age r

of 39 in 1802, His interesting tombstone may be seen in the Vesonle Cero-

tery, next deor to Monrce's old law office,

inother Fredericksburger, also assoclated with a lost causc, the
Confederacy of 1861-65, Matthew Font.aine laury, followed the devious cour-
se8 of the seas rather than the twisting streams of polities., His discov- ki i
eries made possible the Atlantic eable and his studies of ocean currents
aided secientists and shipownere alike, Yo pioneer has contributed more to LS g
a young science, iuch of his writing wes done at his home in Fredericks- U
burg on Charlotte Street, before the Civil War, Maury had been born in
Spotsylvania County near Frcdarickabur" and had spent his early life in
Tennessee, goeing to the U, 35, Haval Acadeyy from that State,

The trade with the expanding frontier called for better roads
in the early Finoteemth Century, Thus the Swift Pun Cap Turnpike Company
was incorporated by Virginia in 1810, The old read from Fredericksburg
to the mountains, stated the prearble to the incorporating act, had been
"rendered impassable by rcason of the grmt number of WagEoms .+ « "

(_m!‘usodg_a Corgonwealth of Virginia: etc,
Mr tor : yealth, idch- —

m,mo.v.u). MQMmhhuudtMOrmgo’mmpike.
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Frem Frederigksburg eastward the stages and frelight wagons ran
to Potomae Creek; thence ships plied east and north, This would be in o
addition to the outlet of Fredericksburg's own wharves on the Narpehanrock, e

" VWaggoners and drovers; gentlemen in fine linen, mershanis and
lawyers, politicens going to and from Washington and points South and Vest,
all ningled on the streets of the thriving litile City and put up at taverns
named The Rising Sun, the Rappahannock louse, the Farmer's lotel, the Lx-
change, the Planter's Hotel, the Indlan (ueen, and the Liberty ilotel, John
Randolph of Noancke stopped at the Indian Cucen and Sam louston at the Li-
berty, (Cuinn, gp. gite, pp. 165-168),

In the middle of the century a craze developed for plank roads, s
The Orenge Turnpike was supplanted by the Fredericksburg and Valley Flank g
fead, more often termed the Orange Plank Road, The Oity itself invested
in the project, (Acts. of the Ceneral Aspembly of Virginia, Passed at the
Extre mnd Regul ar Sessidhe oF UMY and 1750 WiTLIER Py RLtENte; Punlie—
“Printer, Mchmond, IB50, Phe 7778+ AlS0 Bound Manuseript Council Minules
of the City of Fredoricksburg, Vol. 1829-51, pp. 395 and 399)—

This effort to keep her largs western trade failed. Tredericko-
burg should have concentrated her energies on a railrcad. Such a railroad,
the Fredericksburg end Cerdonsville Railrcad Company, was incorporated ot
in 1853, but not finished until after the Civil War and then only as a
minor line to Crange Court House, Meantime, the Orange and Alexandria
(now the Southern), incorporated 1848, diverted more and more trode from
Fredericksburg,

bl isimpein e

The mountain wagons still rolled in from the west, howover, for b
years to come, and the ships still tied up a2t the wharves, but it wes a T
local rather than an international or national trade. If no other factor P,
were invelved, the growth in the sise of ships would itself limit the use il
¢f the Rappshannock at Frederieksburg, '

On the north-gcuth axis, she succeeded better, (ne of the ear-
liest railroads, in America, the Riclmond, Fredericksburg, and Fotomae,
received its charter in 1834, The line reached Fredericksburg in 1837,
from whence passengers travelled by stage to the Potemac, By 1842 the
1line had been extended to Aquia Creek, fifteen miles from Fredericksburg,
at the Junction of the creek and the Potomac River, Here passenpers ond
goods were transferred to steamers for the trip northe The all rail line
to Washington was not completed wuntil after the Civil War, During the war,
the line served both sides as a military rallroad, Today it is a prosper-

and vital link in the northesouth traffis ef the entire East Coast,
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Civil Var

The Civil War came quickly to Frederickeburg, headquarters
of the defense of the Fotemae line, known as the Department of Freder-
icksburg, with General Danlel Puggles in command. The Oonfederates
realized that the nearby landings on Potormsc and Aguia Creeks and other I
Potomae River points were potentiecl supply bases for campaigns toward d
Richmond, their capital, In e¢ne of the first engagements of the war,
¥ay 21 -~ June 1, 1861, Ruggles! artillery broke up & Union mavel foray
against Aquia Creek landing, the Hichmond, i‘rederiekabm'g and Fotomac
failroad terminus. ('Bse ¥ar of the Rebellion: ilation of the
Officisl Records of the Confederate Am; 8 vernment [ rint-
Tng Cffice, Vashington, Wﬂ %n;%iea es 1, vol. 2, Ppe 5559, 775, 803)

The Confederates lost the lotomac defense line in the spring
of 1862, ¥ellellan forced its sbandonment b hias eide door attack on
Bichmond in the Feninsula Campaign, Failing to take Richmond, he did
ot least cause the Confederacy's boundary to be pulled in and thereby
freed the shipping on the Potomae from constant harasement, For 2 vear
Washington had been virtuslly blockaded,

Ceneral Joseph E. Johnston's Confederate army, retreating
from the Manassas area, passed through the Frederdcksburg vieinity, nod _
Confederate Fresident Davis visited the toun to confer with Johnston, R
He stayed at the Doswell home on the southwest corner of Princess Anne E
and lawis streets., Vhile there he spoke briefly from the porch to a
gathering of citizens, stating that all would be woll, A few weeks laot-
er President Lincoln visited the captured town.

MeDowell, commander ¢f the Deportument of the Rappahamicck 1 ; "
der MeClellan, occupied the town in April 1862 as a part of cwlcllan'" ] e
plan, VWhile MeClellan struck the Confedercie capital from the eust, ek
liowell was suppesed to mopreh southward {rom Frederiekaburg. ::‘.tmewall e
Jackson's Valley Campaign, however, so frightened Washingten that the L
authorities withdrew MeDewells (0. R., series 1, vol, 12, pert 1, p.326).
MeClellan always claimed this robbed him of his chance for vietery.

The first clash in the immediste vicinity of Fredericlisburg
eccurred on the Warrenton Road near Falmouth early in the momming of
April 18, Confederate cavalry and infantry slowed the Unilen vanguard,
retreated into Fredericksburg, and burned all bridges, Brigadier Cen~
gral Charles i, Field's force then fell back toward Richmend. (U...,
series 1, vol, 12, part 1, pp. 427-438).

Though Mcbowell's army did not stay, & teoken ferce occupicd ——
the Fredericksburg-Falmouth area all gurmer, ghandoning the torritery P
only upon Fepe's defeat in the Battle of econd Pmua-, late Auust,

1862, During the Manassas eperations, Asbrose E. Burnside acted as lisi- r
sen efflicer between MecClellan's forces on the James and Fopels iArmy of
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Virginia, MeClellan's transferred troeps came by water te .quis Creek,
thence moving overland to nerthern Virginia, Thus, the rallread from
Agquie to the Rappahannotk preved & vitel link in Federal cermmmnications.
General Haupt, the lnion railread chief, had done a magnificent job of _
rebuilding this read after its destruction by the retreating Confederates. .. i
Now in September 1862, upen Pepe's defeat, Purnside repeated the destric-

tien before hurrying nerthward, Ile did not {eresee thst he would be nced-
ing the railread himself within & couple of ronths, Haupt was bitter
about the wenten destructien ef the line and ef govermment property by
Burnside's men, (Haupt, Herman, Reminiscences., Vright & Joys Co., Print-
3“’ mmukcﬂ’ ‘i’ﬂ'i"\, 1?01’ pp. ]&6‘1’#7)'

. sy s s it

v Lee follewed up Jecond Manazseas by invading the Nerth, Uespite
hie failure, Antietam, September 17, was net really a Unien vietory, and R
¥oClellan follewed Lee back inte Virginia se slewly that Linceln remeved '
him from command,

Burmnside relieved MeClellan at ‘arronten, Hevewber 9, 1962,

He prepesed & gulck march to Fredericksburg and a eressing of the Happa-
hanneck there before Lee could come up., Celerity and surprise were lest
vhen the necessary ponteons did net arrive in time,

o
i

Finally, on December 11, 1862, after having considered crossing e
farther down, Purnside began laying his pontoon bridges oppesite the towm,
Zarkedale's Missiseippl riflemen oppesed the effort, Bombardment of the
City from & hundred Union guns on Stafford Helghts feiled to drive off Rarke-
dale. Then the Seventh Michigan and the I'iphty-ninth New York performed the
gallant feat of ferrying over in the pontoon boats, They established a foot-
hold on the riverbank, perhaps the firest example of a modern beachhead opar-
aticn, and dislodged Rarksdale, The Urion army crossed in force the next

L

Yeantime, Iee, now knowing the point of attack, pulled in his
acattered units to & seven mile front on the hills behind and south of the
Clty.

Burnside hit this strong line, December 13, begimning at the lower
end, the Confederate right. His subordinates had wanted to make a full at-
tack there, but Burnside ordered only a partial one, When this force, led
by George G. Meade, broke through & weak point in the Confederate line, the
impact was too light, and the troops gave way to Stonewall Jackson's counter-
attack,

At the other end, Burnzide sent wave after wave of couregeous in-
fantry ageinst the impregnable Marye's Heights just west of the City, lach
attack was cut down by the combined fire of the artillery on Marye's leightis
and the infantry behind the Stonewall along the Sunken Road st the bace of
the hill, The lines of battle collapsed at & hundred or so yards from the
road, Not & single Union soldier reached the position,
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During the nizht of Decenmber 15-16, Duwmside recrossed the iinppa~
hannock, dJoseph E, Hooker superseded him in January, 1863.

Aside from Confederale cavalry raids and Purnside's bogged down

called the Mud March, 2 lull intervened wntil spring., Indeed,
amity flourished, ¥No pickets fired, and the wen traded souvenirs, food,
and tobacce back and forth acroes the separating river, using toy sized
sail boats made from logs or scrap lumber,

Hocker boasted that his was the finest army on the planet, -

(Bigelow, John Jr., The Sampaign of Chancellorevi 1le, A Strategic ani Tagti-
cal Study, Yale Univera..ty Fress, New Haven, 1910, Ppe & 130). e felt
confident enough to divide his forces, leaving General Sedgwick to hold Lee's
attention while he took 2 colwmn upriver twenty-five miles to Kelly's loru

to turn and come in on lee's rear, By the night of April 30, 1863, he hi
reached Chancellorsville, a large cross-roads house, ten miles west of -
ericksburg, The turning column hsd crossed Kelly's 6n the Ruppahannoclc sx.zz:i
Ily's and Bermamna Fords on the Rapidan liiver, The movement, however, un-
covered U. S. Ford on the Rappahannock, ten miles above Fredericksburg, short-
ening the distance between the two wings. iooker himself crossed U, ., Verds

On Yay 1, Hooker advanced eastward {rom Chancellorsville, accord-
ing to plan, and was much amaged to be siruck by the enemy, He had expected
lee to *, . , ingloriously fly or come out from behind his intrenchments end
give us battle cn ocur own ground, where certain destruction awaitz hin.”
(Bigelow, p. 223), Perhaps lee came out too scon for Hooker's plan. 't any
rate, Lee, leaving Farly's Division of Jackoon's Corps to wateh Sedgwich,
noved west to meet Hooker's turning colunn, llcoker fell back and dug in,

lee grasped the initiative, WHis cavalry reported that the Union
left and center were strong, but the right wing was "in the aiy,” resting
on no natwal cbstacle. He and Jackseon deolded to expleit that situation,
Jackson's flank march and attack on May 2 routed the Unien right, thourh at
terrible cost, sinee Jackson was mistakenly and mortally shet in the dark
forest by his own men, sbout 9 p.m. The next day the two Confedercte sop-
ments at Chancellorsville converged on Hooker, coming topether at the Tair-
view plateau, his defense keypoirt, and casting the Fedorals from Chancel-
lorsville itself,

Hooker had adjusted hie lines because of Jackson's attack, low
he adopted still another line, & U or V shaped formation behind Chancellorg-
ville with both flanks on & river, the left, unchanged, on the Rappshamock,
and the right on tha Rapidan, U. 8¢ Ford lay within the V,

Jm as !ao proepared to strike the new aligmment, he received word
t.hat Sedgwick had breken the Prederickeburg front that same morning, ‘unday,
¥ay 3, the Secocnd Battle of Fredericksburg, and now marched westward, Ileo )
leaving part of his men to hold Hooker, pushed esst to engage Sedpwick, and
defeated him at Salem Church, causing that Tederal force to retreal over the
lappehannock at Banks' Ford., Upon Lee's re-arrival on the Chancellorsville
front, the morning of May 6, he found that Hooker had withdrawn during the
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night over U, S, Ford,

Lee out-bluffed Hooker in one of the world's etrategical mester—
pleces, [Richmend remained, unlike Maryland, free of "the despot's huel”,

- The victories ¢f Predericksburg and Chancellorsville erbolicned
1ze to invade the North again, On the eve of battle, Ceorge Cordon ileuds
replaced Hooker and defeated lLee at Cettysburg, July 1, 2, 3, 1863, This
was not another Antietam, bubt was & real defeat, both tactically and strae
tegically,

Back in Virginis, a late swmer and fall ef mamneuvering in Horthern
Virginia followed, After the abertive Mine Mun Campaign, the tws nrmics set-
tled inte winter quarters fasing each other along the Rapidan west of Fred-
ericksburg,

Tarly in 186/ Congress made Uly:ses 5. Crant lieutensnt gencral
and overall field commander of the United .totes armies, Meade retained
command eof the Army of the Fotomac, Orant chese te accompany this amy por-

sunally,.

Hith the coming ef spring, Crant and lisade initiated a moverment
southeastward tevward Fredericksburg: They plonned to cross the Napidan, turn
south toward Richmond, and eutflank lee, cbviating the dangerous, if rci im-
possible, task of breaking his Mine Run defenses.

lee, still capable of effensive tactics, advanced eastward apainst
the meving Federals, He intercepted their line of march in the area fiftcon
niles west ef Fredericksburg the Wilderness, This tract bounds the
Reppahanneck on the nerth and is some ten wiles deep nerth and scuth. Cn
an east~west lime, it runs frem the Chancellorsville vieinity westward for
about fifteen miles, &bill wild in part, it was then an ared of demse second
growth timber and few clearings, lee intended to make up for his weaker force
in the difficult terrain,

The Battle of the Wildemness, Moy 5 and 6; 1864, & desperate and
confused melee, raged on twe roads, three or four miles apart, the Urange
Turnpike (now Va. Highway 20) en the nerth, and the Orange Plamk fead on iha
south. : ' ,

Heither cide gained much advantage on the 5the Of leet's three
corps, longstreet's had net yet come up, Farly in the mewning ef Moy 6,
Just as the Confederates on the Flank Road gave way befere the emslaught of
Hancock's Federal troops, lengstreet srrived te step and chase back the
Federals, Later in the merming lengstreet flinked Hancodk and seemed sbout
to win a great victery, lengstreet!s own flankers, hewever, mistekenly shet
him and the attack faltered, Further attacks failed to make any penstration
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Next, the Nerth Arma and Celd Harbor fishting and the crossing
ef the James developed inte the siege eperations around Riehmond and Poterse
burg, Lee's Richmond-Fetersburg defenses fel) April 2, 1865, He managed
to pebreat westward a hundred miles, as for as Appematbtox Jourt Heuse, where
he surrendersd to Crant April §, 1865,

The Fredericksburg-Chancellorsville-iilderness-Spotsylvinia arce
is unusual in several ways, For one thing, the world hed never secn so high
a casualty list, ever 100,000, in such & spall vicinity. The Daitle of Proed-
tricksburg involved bembardment, river crossing, street fighting, and attacks
cn entrenched lines., It was the first time in American Histery that whole-
sale evacuations and total bembardment of a town occurrsd. lModern field
fortificatien, as distinguished from slege operations, began here and rsached
its apegee at Spetsylvania, Chancellersville marked the peak of Confederate
brillisnce and is still studied by military tacticians tedsy, Fredericksburg
and Chancellorsville marked the last ef the Confederate upsurge, the end of
the beginning; Vilderness and Spotsylvania were the begimning of the end,
the start of the relentless march to Apromattox.

The war left Fredericksburg badly damaged, physically and firancially,
The census of 1870 indicated a lses of about a thousand of her population.
Seme of that leoss can be attributed te death by war, mest, perhaps, te refu-
gees or displaced persons whe did not return, It would seem, hewever, that fogig
carpetbagsers would counterbslance some of the less. Oulmn said the postwar F
census was very imperfectly taken, That tetal was 4,046t Vhite - 2,/15,
Negre = 1,331, (_Q Compendium of the Ninth Census. Cov, Frinting Cffice,
Yash., 1872, p. 357). The 1860 census had shewn 5,023, (Kennedy, Joserh .0
Fopulation of the United States inm 1860; Compiled frem the original returns
of the Eighth Census. Cov. Printing Office, wash., 186k, p, 518).

4 |

To go back thirty years befere that, the total population of iveder-
icksburg in 1830 had been 3,308, (Fifth Census; or Enumeratien of the Inhab- ot
itants of the United States, as Corrected at the Department of Stete 1£30. F o

Frinted by Duff Green, Wash., 1832, pp. 84-85), There were 3,309 whitcs in
1860, one more than the tetal of Whites and Blacks in 1830,

The first U, S. Census, 1790, had shown a total of 1,485, of whon
318 were free Vhite males of sixteen and up, 187 free 'hite males under oix-
teen, 354 free White females, 59 all ether free perscns, and 567 slaves.
(R?tum of the ¥hele Number of Persons Within the Seversl Districts of the
United States, Printed by Childs and  Swaine, Philedelphiz, 1791, p. 50 —
Facsimile by Luther . Cornwall Company of lNew York City)e. ’ ‘
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IIi. The Hational Fark or Vemorial Mevement

Though the Federal Covernment had no t ought of establishing
a park in the years immedlately after the war, 2 National Cemetery at
Fredericksburg was soon established, This conctituted a memorial, Since
the spot itself was historic, the Cemetery represented alse the holding
of battlefield land, It éid not represent preservation, however, ot
least not in the Kational Park lervice sense, because cemetery activitles
en ¥Willis! Hill, part of the famous Marye's lelghts, terraced the slope
and cleared the position of Confederate earthworks, Thus the battlefield
remains were destroyed for the contaimment of the human remains,

is early as April 3, 1862, the U, S, Adjt, Gen.'s Office had
issued Cenersl Orders Ne. 331 " . . . to zecure, as far &s possible, the
decent interment , . " of the fallen, ordering cormanding generals to ,
ilay off lots of ground nesr every battlefield for burials, with headboards]
‘(UeRey series 3, vol. 2, pe?). CSuch lots were not practicable for Freder=
icksburg and Chancellorsville, but two such ceweteries were established in
the Wilderness in 1865, \ 7

' Captain J. ¥, Moore, Assistant ‘uvartermaster, U, 8. Army, in his
report for the fiscal year ending Jume 30, 1865, states that he went to
the Wilderness to bury the remains still unburied and to mark their graves
for future reference, The work lasted from June 12 to June 24, He searched
both Wilderness and Spotsylvania, Twe temporary cemeteries were laid out
at the Wilderness fiecld, one on the Orange Turnpike and one on the Flank
focad, The party was unable to identify many of the unburled desd, Uoth
Union and Confederate soldiers were interred,

¥oere .reported that a Mr, Sanford of Spotsylvania hed buried
many of the dead there by agreement with “herman, who had passed through
the ares on his way to Washington in the spring of 1865, Heo reburials
were made here by loore because of the warm weather and decay of the bodles,
e o o Hundreds of graves on these battle-fields are without eny mark what-
ever to designate them, and g0 covered with follage that the visiter will
be unable to find the last resting-places of these whe have fellen until
the reinc and snows of winter wash from the surface the light covering of
sarth and expese their rermains.” (0.R., series 3, vol, 5, p. 318).

(This same information from the Officisl Reeords occurs in &
letter dated VWashington, July 3, 1865 from loore to Bvt, Major Ceneral
H. C. Melgs, Cuartermaster Ceneral, published in 8 pamphlet called "Cuar-
mester General's Office, General Orders, Ne, 58, Names of Officers and
Soldiers found on the Battle-fields of the Wilderness and Spabsylvania
Court House, Va,", Gov, Printing Office, Washingten, 1865).
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Establibhed July 15, 1865, under authority of the National Ceme-
tery Act of July 17, 1862, the Fredericksburg Hational Cometéry included e
Union dead from all the local fields, Legal land transfer was made Novem— S )
ber 5, 1868, Douglas H, and Eliza Jordon of Paltimere te the United States, e
agves, (Fredericksburg Court Records, Deed Book V, pp. 39-40, P

adnitted to record April 21, 1869)., Actual work beran in the swmer of
1866, The operations were completed in the fall of 1869, with a total
expense of about $180,000, At first, the Cexetery was enclesed by a plci-
et fence instead of the later brick wall, and the firet markers were not
stone, According to an early acsount, the interments mumbered 12,601 un-
known and 2,467 knewn, making & total of 15,068, ("Rell of Womor, lo,

XXV, liames of the Boldiers Who Died in Defense of the Union, Interred in
the Naticnal Cemeteries at Frederieksburg, Virginiej ete., ete." Covern-
nent Frinting Cffice, Washington, 1870, p. 11), Slightly different figures,
hewever, are engraved on a camnon in the Cemetery near the Ceneral lumphreys
Yonument: 12,770 unknown, 2,473 krown, total 15,243, {ince that time,
local dead of subsequent wars and unknown remains found on the battlefields
have cugumented the total to 15,330, The figures carried in the Cemetery
office ares 12,7i5 uninown and 2,585 known,

Fredericksburg formed part of Virginia Military District Fe. 1,
under the Federal Occupation, or, Reecnstruction, While work on the Ceme-
tery pregressed, the ocoupying soldisrs, camped in the larye's Heizhts ares,
amused themselves as best they could. fome of them formed a baseball cluby
thelr names are preserved on & rester printed at Frederickeburg, Cet. 1,
1867, titled “"holl of the Hational Base Ball Club and Reading Noom Asso~
ciation, of Co, 'G* 21st U. 5. I., Organized at Camp 'Auger', en larye's
Heights, Near Fredericksburg, Va," Among those listed ere two deceased:
David Trussel, drowned in the Rappshanneck, April 1, 1867, and Frank H, S
Laughlin, died of typhoid, “ept, 5, 1867, Doth are buried in the llaticnal ,
Cemetery they camped beside,

' A purfaced road to the Cometery, then etill out in the country,
did not come until later., In the spring of 1896, the firm of Mclomnell
and Musselnan wag awarded the contract, #2,000, for macadamizing the ila-
ticnal Boulevard, os it was called because of its Cometery connection,
from Princess Anne Street (westward)to the Cemetery, (Fredericksburg, ic.,
Free Lance, Saturday, ey 2, 1896, p. 3). This thorcughfare fellowved
approximately the lins of the old "Telegraph ioad Cut~off", From Frincess
inne eastward te “ophia Street, two blecks, there existed a street called
Prussia, of vwhich the Boulevard was really a contimustion. In ¥World lar
I, the clity authorities changed the name of Prussia to lafaystte ‘treet,
leter, they declded to treat lafayette and the National Bsulevard as the
sane street and to call it lafayette Boulevard, Though Ceneral lafayette
hzd local association and ought te be lecally henored, I think the name
National Boulevard sheuld have been retained; the historleal assooistion
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The Confederates did not forget their dead either. By 1864 the
tovnspecple had already established, just north of the City Comstery,; neat
greves for the Sovthern fallen of 1862 and 1863, reported a delesate of
the U, S, Christian Commission. They also cared for Federal graves in the
City Cemetery, where some Horthern boys were put after the “ilderness and pEEE
Spotsylvania operations, (%Scenes at Fredericksburg,® Harper's Weekly, Vol. J
VIII, Ho. 389, New York, faturday, June 11, 1364, p. 379). These Union in-
terments were later moved to the Hational Uemetery. The Ladies' Yemorial
Association of Fredericksburg was, according to Culnn, actually the first
organigation formed to bury the war dead and to strew the graves with {low-
ers each spring. The ladles first wmet, May 10, 1865, in the basement of the
Fresbyterian Church, Money was solicited all over the South. (Cuinn, on.
cite, Ps 320 and p. 1863 also, for names and other details, pp. 1€8-150),
The Confederate Cemetery land, part of the old Kemore farm, was conveyed
by Conwsy and others to lLacy and Praxton, acting for the Assoeiation, le-
cember 31, 1867. (Fredericksburg Court Records, Deed Book U, pp. 379-80).
In 2prdl 13874, the Assoclation incerperated under state Charter, with the
right to purchase and beautify grounds and to erect sultable momwnents ond
tombstones for soldiers buried in those grounds or removed to them. This
act was amended Januery 11, 1892, a reorganizaticn; lots could be conveyed =
for burials other than those of Confederate soldiers. (Acts of the Ceneral L

Assembly of Virginia, The Seseion of tictmord, 1874, pp. 480-481 and
id., Session of §§§;E§2, fiichmond, 2, pp. 76=78), The monument hemowing [T
the various Southern ctates, the branches of the army, and the Confederate ¥

soldier, completed, 1824, had its cornerstone laid 1874, (Culnn, pp. 169-90).

The Confederate Cemetery, occupying the nerthern end of the City
Ccemetery enclosure, but legally distinet from the other cermetery, is still
administered by the ladies!'! Memorial Association,

Thus, et firet all thoughte were for the proper disposal and memo- e
rialisation of the dead, The idea of prescrvins the battlefields as such T
coeme later.

However, with the approaching end of the Fineteenth Century, local
sentiment would have backed any Federal rove for a battlefield park, Fred-
ericksburg veterans, or at least a large Broup of them, scemed prepared to
cooperate in a memorial to both sides. HMajor J. 0. Kerbey, Union vetoran,
author, and diplomat, a frequent visitor to the old town, happened to be in
Fredericksburg on Memorial Pay, 1888. Three other Union veterans also happon-
¢d to be in towm, Captain Dan lee, & kinsman of Ceneral %, [, lee, and the
e ¥o Naury Camp of Confederate Veterans offered to celebrate the day with
those Union men. (Kerbey, Major J. U., On the lar Path, A Journey (wer the
Historde Crounds of the late Civil lar, Dornohue, Hermeberry & Co., {(nicage
1890, ppe 160-161). ’ ’

"On the morning of that Memorial day = one never to be forgotten",
wrote Kerbey, "and I would that my poor pen could record it, so that ev:ry
GeAolle comrade in the land might become intererted — the Frederickshurg
Crays, a crack military orgsnization composed =7 the young men of the towm,
£itly representing the Hew Iouth, headed by thc brass bend of the town, oo
corted the four solitary Federals to the rendezvous of the Confederstes, Hore
we found eighty-one old 7cbels in line to receive usy instead of 4he
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guns they used to carry, each had a boquet (sle) of beautiful flevers in
hand, Ve were placed at the head of the little columny Captain Dan lee,
on behalf of some ladies, then presented each Federal with 2 beautiful
boquet(sie) of flowers, steting that the ladies of the town had, on this
eccasion, divided their offerings between the Uonfederate and Federal
censtaries,

*Under command of Captain lee, we marchad cut the same cld Han-
gver street, or telegraph road, the band playing patriotic airs, follow-
ed by the elghty-cne Confederates in gray clothes, armed with bouquets,
- - ot (Mn Fpe 161-2),

They marched to the Sunken road and then turned left toward the
National Cemetery, the Yankees following Captain lee's example and lifting
their hats as they passed the marker where Cobb, the distingulshed Ceorglen,
fell in the battle of December 13, 1862,

The Febels, in turn, remeved their hats upen entering the Ceme-
tery. Inside the Cemetery & group of ladies was already assembled, Both
Confederates and Federals made eddresses; afterward the women and children
helped decerate the graves,

The next year, through Kerbey's efforts, the Fredericusburg la-
tionel Cemetery was decorated by G.A.R, people from Hichmond and Washington.
(Ibid., pp. 162-163 and 165).

Kerbey was particularly drawn to iredericksburg, "Fredericksburg
~= what & cloud of war memories hange over this old town! The mere mention
of the name awakens the veteran's slumbering interests; -~ - ~ I have es~
timated that every scldier of the Army of the Potomae, as well as that of
Lee's (enfederate Army of Verthemn Virginia, has at cne time or other, been
st Frederlicksburg.

"We were not here for three days only, as at Cettysburg, which has
become the Mecca of American valor to which tourists threng daily, and neg-
lect this more intercsting field, Ve all lived here for a eouple of years,
every day of which was as a year of an ordinary lifetime," (Ibid., p. 117).

He voliced g hope that has been fulfilled in part only:

. "Perhape the time may come when this cld town, so close to the
Capital, may become & Meccsj sueh as has been made of Cetbtysburg, and maybe
the blood-stained zecil may yet produce 2 crop of momuments that will egual
Cettysburg. If each separate deed of hercism done here were marksd by a
stone, the ground would be a forest of momments., Vho knows —— perhaps the
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Covernment will, in time, reserve more of this battle-ground as a Natlonal
park; hotels may spring up arcund its numercus springs., Here misht arpro- S
priately be commemorated alike in a comaingling of momuments the heroism s
of both sides.® (]hido, Pe 163)0

By the 1890's a company, with headquarters in Washington, had
been orgenised by Union and Cenfederate voterans for buying lsnd and forme
ing a battlefield park., The letterheads of this erganination read:
Capital, 100,000, Sheres $10.00.
Office of -
Chanecellorsville Battlefleld issociatien, oo

Cf Spoteylvania County, Va,

Ineorporated April 30, 1891, wnder the laws of the State of Virginia

Washingten, D, C, aancac:
Officers listed were: |

President —- Cen, Joseph Dickinsen, U, S, Fensien Bursau, Washington, D,C,;
Vice-President -~ Col, Tufus B, Merchand, Fredericksburg, Va.s

Seeretary - Capt. James 5, Wyckoff, 911 C st,, Washingtoen, D. C,.;
Treasurer - Themas I, Woeds, 1222 F St., Vashingten, D, C.; and

Counsel « ¥m, Ydgar Rogers, 920 F £t,, Washington, D, C,

Directors were: Gen, C, . T, Collins, Wew Zork City; Cen,
Joseph Diekinson, Wash,; Thos, ¥, Woods, Vash,; Col, Vm, Edgar Segers,
Vash.; ¥. L, Slaughter, Fredericksburg, Va.; J. Brainerd Hall, Worcester,
¥ass,; Cept, Jas, €. Vyoksff, Washingtony ¥ajor ¥ark C, Bumell, VWash,;
Col, Mufus B, Merchant, Frederickeburgy Ves. Chancellor, Fredericksburg;
James R. Ash, ¥Yagh,; Captain Nathan Bickford, VWash,; Captein A, H, Van
Dusen, Wash,.; znd Ceneral Francis Price, Oskland, V. J. (Letterhead of
letter dated April 1, 1893 from A, H, Van Dusen to Ves. Chancellor),

These wore all distinruiehed men, Rufus Merchant was & lecal
newspaperman, Ves, Chancellor, whe apparently did not like his full first
name, was Vespasian Chancellor, & prominent member of that family whe
had served as & ncout for Jeb Stuart during the wapr, He was & keen faced
man with & Napoleon III beard and smstache. (See Phote in Miller, F, T.,

Id,, The Photesravhic History e Civil ¥ 10 vols,, Review of fe-
vin’n%',, ﬁﬁ, 'm%. 8, p. §9 %-ﬂ% son :.4 been On.ﬁookcr'a staff

&% the Battle of Chancellorsville and had taken care of the women and
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children refugees in the house when the place was shelled and the Union
forces retreoated, Ns hecsme a8 1ifeleng friend of the Chancellers,

The Association tegan to buy land on the battlafislds of "hane
cellorsville and Spetsylvania Court louse, 4 letter of Fareh 30, 1€93 to
Ves Cheneellor from Nirccter Nathan Pickferd (on his stationery as Soli-
citor of Claims, 914 F St., U, 8, Court of Claims, Congressional and De-
partwental Practice) regurds payments orn the HeCoull trazt in the Nlcedy
ingle, Spotsylvania,

Other pecplo got interested in various business waya, typical
of the 18%0'a, ¥r., Ira Brashears, writing April 1, 1893 on stationery of
the Bureau of Pensicna, Department of the Interior, suggested te Ves,
Chancellor that a frrniture factory be operated in connection with the
project. He sald he had one half of Col, RNogera! interest in the Asso-
ciation and wanted to loczte & furmiture factory in Fredericksburz, Tin-
ber from the Asscciaticn landes could be used to everybedy's mutual bene-
iit,

, However, stock company ventures for historical purposes meet
many obstacles., (n larech 31, 1893, President Dickinsen wrote to Dircetor
Chancellor that his brother had just died, causing him some expense; he
could not pay his assessment on the purchase of the MeCoull property.

He furthermore offered to sell hie 840 interest elready paid for £50, He
expressed great regret but said he cculd not remain in something demand-
ing eontinued assessments when he knew he wo'ld not be able "to, finan-
cially, keep up ny end of the log."

Dickineon s2ld he kmew he was giving up & goed thing, stating:

"There is no question whetever, in my nind, that at the next
sesaion of Congress & bill can be pasred to purchase that property cer-
tain and, 4if desired, ulso Chancellersville &s well as such cther as
might be securcd. The Zouth will insist upon having, end properly so,
some of the battlefields south of this city Azshingtop/ on the line of
travel north and there are none se peculiarly appropriate as those con-
trolled by us on the lins where for four years the most desperste {ight-
ing of the war occurred and where the Contention was settled,”

Thus though he was not to continue taking financial pert, he
seemed highly optimistic as to the ocutcome of the efforts to establish
& park., lim last statement gives full endorsement of the idea that Wild-
erness and Spotsylvania were the begimming of the mnd,

_ Veapasian-Chanceller, acting as agent for the Chancellorsville
Battlefield Assoclztion, acquired the MeCoull tract, 590 acres, from John
%o Harper by deed of March 5, 1892, (Spetsylvania County Court Records,
Deed Book A.., Pe 395), He likewlse acquired the adjoining Herrisen




tract, 139 acres, from A, B. Rawlings, “ert. 7, 1892, (Srotaylvania

Deed Book, A D, pe 496). These deeds were transferred in 1904 to the

Battlefield " Lands Co sy ince., forwed to Le the holding company for the

hisscciation, (Srotsylvania Deed Book 4 S, pe 49). Failing to achisve

its geals and lacking money, the group finally let the property go in e T
1918, OGuy M. Herbert, Zarah F, Harbert, and lorns fobinson, clients |
of the Richmond-Washington Farm Ageney, bought both tracts, & totsl of

47 weres, (Doed of March 25, 1918, wet. Deed Pook Pe 378). Vor-

bert secured scle cvnership in 1920, ( )oBe 92, Po 472)e The U. 8

overnment purchaseéd 396 acres of this property for the military park

ir 1932,

The Chancellorsville Battlef{leld :ssceciation managed to buy
the Chancellorsville farm too, but did not held it as long. In this E
transaction, James 5, Wyckoff acted as apent, He purchased the #,5 | IR
acre tract from Geo. R, Fitshugh, Special Conmissioner, in the parti-
tion suit of ‘e"yeth. et als vy Vyeth et als, by deed dated August I5,
1891. (Spotsylvania Ueed Book A U, p. ?59)- This was made possible
by & deed of trust of the same dite, James U, wyekoif te John L. Marye,
trustee, {(Ibid., p. 220). In the Chancex—y Suit of Vyeth v, Vyeth, the
Cireult Court of Spotsylvania ordered May 2, 1910 that the land revert to AR
the Wyeth heirs; a decree of Fay 11, 1895 had ordered Harye to convey the s
tract in default of payment by Wyekoff, but iarye had died without doing PR
so. (Spotaylvania Records, B.F, #145, Cireuit Court of Spotsylvaniz), " e

The heirs of the next owner, A, J. Fowley, conveyed (by con~
demnation prmceedings, 1921 & 1932)part of the Chancellersville tract
to the U, 8. Covernment for the military park, The site of Chancellora-
ville itself, {.,e,, the Chancellor House, was not included and atill re-
rains outeide the park, bty

A separate movement to establish & park began in 1896 when the '
Fredericksburg City Ceunecil, on Friday, Peb, 21, pzssed resolutions urg- P
ing the formation of such a park, glving reasons for its establishment

and guoting Senator John ¥, Daniel as saying more men fell in Spotsylvania
County then in Ingland's army for & hundred years, He should have inclu-
ded Orange County, where it so happened he received his wound in the 1ilde
erness, A comnittee was formed to foster a park and to interest the U,S,
Cengressy thls committee consisted of J. T, Knight, Geo, W, wroten, end
Jo Se Wallace from the Council, and H. F. Crismond, Faj. J. Horace lacy,
and Col, de B, ¥erchant as citizens. ter, two other citizens, J. U.
Fotter and T. I, Horris, were added, (T“mdarmkaburg, Va., Iree lance,
Tuesday, Feb, 25, 1896, ps 3 - long story and small separate item. Note:
the origiral City Council Minutes, vol. 1891-96, p. 273 do not give any

more detall; in fact, Clerk Bndhy eimply posted 2 newspaper ¢lipring inm
l4eu of mtn).
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Thursday, ipril 16, 1896, a rass meeting was held at the
Cpera House (now, 1955, the ¥Wakefield Stores and Apartment Building, SR
rortheast cormer, Caroline and William ‘treets) to erganize a group
for the park esteblishment, Congreseman Jenkins, ef Wisconsin, end o
Congressman Walker and Jones of Virginia gave speeches, dJdenkins had F
served in the Battle of Fredericksburg &nd valker had commanded the
farous Coenfederate Stonewall Brigade, Mayor i. I's liowe, Chairman of
the Park Associstion, precided., Otate Zenator Iittle offered resolu-
ticng for a now assoclstion or committee ¢f eleven members, five from
town, three from Spotsylvenia County, two froem Crenge County, and one
from Stafford County.

The rhetorie {lowed, "Howering's DBand,"™ sald a local paper,
"discoursed swect rusie during the evening, and the meeting adjourned E
with a2 feeling that with a strong pull, & long pull, and a pull alto-
sether, we will goon have established a great Battlefield Park on the
historic batilefields of this section.” (Iree lance, April 18, 1896,
P. 3). Frofessor A, D. Bowering, Superintcndent of Schools, had playecd
in the 30th Virginia Regiment of Plekatt's Division, during the warjy his
band graced all the lecal functions at the turn of the Century., (Walker's e
speech 1s printed in full in the Free Lance for April 21, 1896, p. 1).

' The ¥ayor later appointed the following Battlefield Park Come | S
nission suggested in the resclutions of the mestings

Fredericksburg — Hon. J. 3. Potter, Major 7, l. Vorris, Hon, Y. ¥. Cris-
mend, Counciliman John T. Knight, Councilman J. Stansbury Wallace,

Spotsylvania ~— kon. Chancellor Bailey, J. P. H, Crismend, Capt, ¥. B, G aden)
Fowe,

o
E

Orenge = John ¢, ¥illlaums, Col, Jdohn C, iforter,.
S‘b&fferé e C-&;t N 3 . i" ° Iﬁﬁ Y

(¥ree Lonce, Twesday, April 21, 1896, pe 3).

We find verious items in the paper sbout the werk, such as a
note of a proposed meeting of the park committee (Free lance, Sat,, May 3,
1896, p. 3 and an article on the fact that J. 8, Potter received a letter
frem Majer Charles I'ickett, staff officer and brother of Ceorge Plcketti,
¢f Nerfolkt, thanking him for the brochure on the park, (Free lance, Satur-
day, Cet, 17, 1896, pe. 3). The park files eontain & copy of that brochure.
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Fotter, active in the work, was a lMassachusetts man who had
noved to Frederieksburg end bought the old lilnor place "Hazel Hill¥,
The objects of art In his house, said the Baltimore Eun, constituied 2
"eabinet of wonders", (Fredericksburg, Ve., Free lance, ipril 13, 1894,
Pe 3)e He would be representative of the many {ine people who came
south after the war; not all the Yankce limi;rants were cuarpetbazrzers by
any maeans,

Centinued hard work made zore and wore pecpls aware of the
wovement and resulted in an Aot of the Virginia Assembly, approved [ebru-
ary 12, 1898, which incorporated the Iredericksburg and adjacent national
battlefielde memorial park assoclation of Virginis,

Some of the distinguished incorporators, most of whom were
veterans, were: Maine - Joshua Chamberlain, A. G, Hemling Rew York -
l'aniel Butterfield, I, P, di Cesnola, F. ). Crant, Horatie C, King, M.T.
tellahon, Ceorge D, lusgles, Daniel Sickles, Alex, 3. h.ebbj Pennsylvenis -
James A, Beaver, I'. ¥, i, Creggy Maryland - Charles Harshally Virginias -
Chancellor Bailey, Ym. I, 3radley, Henry C. Chesley, i, Uorsey Cole, James
I'y Corbin, J. P, H, Crismond, H, Fe Crismond, Jobn W, ilaniel, A, T. Izbrey,
8t. Ceorge R, I'itshugh, Titzhugh lee, Canlel ¥, lee, Jas, °, Fnox, Dabney
P, ¥aury, Terence ¥elracken, T, £, Yorrls, 5. J. uinn, A, P, Powe, ¥, B,
Fowe, G. W, Shepherd, James P, imdth, lalter . Teylor, i, ¥, Wallace,
Yorton Marye, Jed Hotchkissy South Carclina - l. C. Butlerj Ceorgia -
Clement /., Evans, James longstreet; Texas - ‘udolph Kleberg,

Mddle '‘estern stetes, as well as '‘vominz, Colorado, and Call-
fernla were alsc represented,

Hany of these listed are familiar names to students of the
Civil kar, Chamberlain,delezated by (rant, recelved the actual surrender
of lee's army at Appouatioxy he wes eclected lovernor of laine after the
war, Augustus Choate Hemlin wrote The Battle of Chancellorsville, Bangor,
¥elne, 1896, an important source,

Daniel Batterfield ecommanded the [ifth Corps at Frederickaburg
end donated the Fifth Corps Monument in the I'rederickshurg FMatlonsl Ceretery,
Iulgi Palma di Cesnele, soldier, archeologist, nuseum director, was & Unlon
cavalry officer while still a eubject of Italy, Frederick Dent Crant, el-
dest son of U, O, Grant, sew service as a boy with his father and later
ettended Jost roint; he was, incidentzlly, the father of General U, 7. Crant
III, the cdistingulshed soldier and conscrvationist of Washington, U, C,; a
staunch supperter of the Rational Fark Cervice, Gen, Horatioc C. Xing, a
Brooklyn lawyer, secretary and later president of the lJoclety of the Army
of the Potomae and otherwise prominent in veterans' interests, worted hard
for a Fredericksburg park. Hartin T, VeMahon, wortime Chief of Staff of
the Sixth Corps, wrote an article on the death of Sedgwick at fpotsylvania
for Battles and leaders of the Civil Var.
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Ceorge D. fuggles served in the U, 5, Adjutant Ceneral's office
and Provost-Marshall-Cenerals Bureau during the wvar, in the fiecld and at
Waghington. Dan Sickles, one of the most colorful characters of the Civil
har, remained interested in veterans affairs and memorialisation ideas until
the énd of his long life. General Sickles had taken an important part in
?redariekaburg end Chancellorsville and lost & leg et Cettysburg. Alexander
5. Vebb, soldier and author, penmned valuable accounts of the war,

Jomes A, Beaver, postwar Covernor of Pennsylvania, had a certain
distinetion of his ownj he accepted the aoword of Confederate Prig, Cen., (eorze
H. Steusrt when that officer and Ldward Johnson were captured along with prac-
tically all of Johnson's division at Spotsylvania, lMay 12, 18&,, This cepture
sparked cne of the better anecdotes of the vwar, After hias capture, Iteunrt,
who knew Hancock, refused to accept Hencock's hand, saying he could not do
so under the circumstances; Hancock replied that under any other circumstances
he would not have offered it, (See C. R., series 1, wvol, 36, part 1, vp. 359

& 410, 428), Col. Beaver was leading his regiment, the 148 Pennfylv(ni» Volune

teers,. He lster lost a leg from a wound at Cold Harbor,

a

David McM, Cregg commanded/Union Cavalyy division 2t the time of
"ilderness and apotsylv&nia. Col, Charles Marshall, lee's militery scerectury,
had been present at lee's surrender in the clean House, and it wos he who
actually wrote lee's famous Farewell Order, lalter H, Teylor, listed further
along with the Virginiens, alsc of lee's staff, hod the honor of appearing
in one of the last waertime photovrap}a of Iro, teken by Brady in Bichmond
after ippomattox, (xr@etan, De Doy 2o Lo lee, & Blorrarhy, in 4 volunes,
Charles Soribner's “ons, New York, 1936 vole 4y Ppe 133=143, 149-50, and fac-

¥any of the Virginia men came from the Fredericksburg area, being

well known locally if not naticnally famous, 7wo of these, however, Fitshugh
lee and Dabney Herndon Maury, were prominent Confederate generals., Another
local man of more than local feme was the Hev, James Fower Smith, a Frcabyb
terian divine; he had been on Jackson's staff and helped care for the dyinz
“tonewail at Cuiney's Station, Among the other Virginians, John Warwick

Janiel, called the "lame Lion" (cne of Farly's staff officers, he had been
wounded in the !ilderness while teking part in Cordon's flank attack), vas
U, S, Senator from Virginia for many yecrs and a power in the fouthy his
autographed picture still hangs in a place of honor in the office of the
Fredericksburg Clerk of the Court. Jed Hotchkiss, Jackson's Toporraphical
Ingineer, wrote with “illiam Allen an excellent book on Chancellorsville

and also contributed Lo other works, His battlefield maps are of great value
to students,

L
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The 3outh Carolinian Matthew Calbraith Putler, a cavalryman
who loct & feot at Braendy Statlien, was ancther Confederate general who be- Pp—
came & powerful postwar politieal leader., Cen, Clement A, Fvans had com=
manded the 3lst Ceorgia at Fredericksburg, alding in the repulse of leade's )
break~through; he edited The Cenfederate Military History and helped es- ¢
tablish the Confederate Memoriel Institute (Batile Abbey) in Richmond,
longstreet, cne of the most famous of Civil Var generals, led the First
Corps of lee's army. He was desperately wounded at the Yilderness,

Rudolph Kleberg is an interesting addition to the roster, lis
family hes since become well known in Texas as owners of the King FRanch, bom
cne of the bigzest private holdings in the world, Rudolph Kleberg, a law-
yer, had served the last year of the war in the Confederate Cavalry, At
the time of the formation of this association he was & U. 5. Congressman
fron Texas., (Biosrerhical Directoery of the imerican Conpress, 1774-1949.
Cov,e Print, Office, Yash., 1950, p. 1420).

™ .

The Act stated "That the object of this aszoclaticn in to rmark
and preserve the baittleflelds of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, The
Wilderness, and Spotsylvania Courthouse, and adjacent battlekrounds, on A
which were fought those great battles of eighteen hundred and sixty-two, -
eighteen hundred and sixty-three and eighteen hundred and sixty-four, to- oohg
gether with the naturel and artificial features, as far as possible, as g
they were at the time of maid battles, by such memorial stones, tablets,
or monuments as the generous people of the United States or the Covernment
of the United Stotes may see fit to erect to commemorate the valor display-
ed by the American soldiery on these bloody fields, and it may take such
steps as it deems proper to induce the congress of the United States to do
all the necessary work appertaining theretc." The right to buy or acquire (PENT—
land, perscnal preperty or effcets for preoservation, construection of roads, o
ete, was granted, (Acts and Joint Resolutions Passed by the Ceneral fssem= i, o
bly of Virginia, Session of 1897-98, J,. ll. G'Bannon, Publie Printer, fiiche po

r.:agnd‘,—1898, PPe 3 .

An smending act of ¥arch 2, 1898 gave the now assoclation the
right to acquire land by condemnation, but no more than 100 acres in Staf-
ford, 25 acres in the corporation ef Frede:icksburg, &nd 7,000 acres in
“potsylvania and Urenge Counties, The lands could be tranaferred to the
Tederal Covernment if and when Congress established a park, (Ibid., pe 712),
(Cur park has no Stafford land and only 2,478.71 acres in all, including
the National Cemetery,)

, . Another amendment, January 11, 1900, added more incorporators,
Hunter ieGuire and C. A, Swanson among the new Virginia group and E, F,
Alexandria (sie) from Ceorgia, (Asts, etc., Session of 1899-1900. J. H,
C'Bannon, Richmond, 1900, ppe 36-30).

Hunter Holmes McCuire, famous Virginia doctor and Otonewall
Jackson's Medical Uirector during the war, died in September of 1900,
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We assume this is he and nct the Dr. Hunter H, ¥eGulre, his nephew, It
born in 1875, The late Claude “wanson, then a rising young politicilan,

lived to see the parkj he sponsored the successzful park bill in the .enate ¥

in the 1920's, E. F. Alexander, a prominent Confederate artillerist, was, P
like longstreet, now an old man, Kls book Vildfary Hemoirs of a Confeder-

ate renks with longstreet's From Manassas Lo Appoemattox as a valuable

sSOUrCa .

The new assoclation became locally organized Tuesday, February 22,
1898, soon after the passing of the initial act of incorporation, at a mam- bt
moth meeting held in the Cpera House, Judge James B, Sener, of Washinston,
late of Fredericksburg and formerly war correspondent, Southern Assoclated o
Prese, Army of Northern Virginia, opened the meeting, He had been Chair- v
men of the Fredericksburg National Battlefields Park Commiseion, (This
should not be confused with the later Commisslons stemsming from acts of
the U, 3, Congress), lle traced the history of the movement, reviewing how
the local commission had been organizcd by City Council flesclutions, ieb.
21, 1896 and a mass meeting at the Upera House, April 16, 1896, emthasising
that the local park idea was endorsed by both the Confederate Veterana and s
the Crand Army of the Republie, »

After Judge “ener's speech, °t, Ceorge R, Fitzhugh nominated " R
Cen. Horatio C. King Chairmen of the new assoclation. In his speech he
cited various reasons why & park should be entablished here, J. 5. lotier
seconded Lhe nomination and Generals James 4. Deaver and longstreet and
¥r. Fitzhugh accompanisd King to the stand,

Col, Jemes D, Brady of Petersburg, Collector of Internal Revenue POR——

for the Fastern Distriet of Virginia, nominated Col, Walter . Taylor, Vice
Chairmen, Taylor was absent, Brady had led a compeny in the Irish Drigade
during the cherges against Marye's Heights, Battle of Fredericksburg. James
P, Corbin of Fredericksburg, Clerk of the Court and secretary of the first
commission, became Zecretary, and Hon, H, F. Crismond, ex-member of the Va,
House of Delegates, Treasurer.

The group passed resoluticns, ineluding their promise to do
everything possible to get Congress to establish the park,

A banqguet followed at the Ixchange Hotel, where King amnounced
the following “xecutive Cormittees

Judge James B, Jener, Gen, Horatio King, Col, Walter M, “"Jlor,
Cen, James A. Beaver, Col., Jas., D, Brady, Major T, E, Morris, Cept, 1.
W C&p(‘a. S J. Q“m 0010 EO DO %1’, C&p‘l. T‘ MOCﬂﬂkm, Qtv. GQO. ?.
Fitshugh, Je 5. Potter, H. F, Crismond, J. P, Corbin, Hon. W. 4, Iittle,Jr,
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This committee designated Hen. 4. Jo Cummings of Hew York O
to introduce the park bill in the House the next day and Zenator ¥, J, '
Sewell of New Jersey to introduce it in the lenate.
The committee eppointed the followins sub-cormittees: S
legislation = Cen, H, C, King, Col, "'« H. Taylor, Cen, J. A, Beaver,
Col, Jo D, Brady, Col, J. 5. Fobter, Hon,W. A, Iittle,Jr.,
Hon' H- F. Cl”ismond-
Finance — E. D, Cole, Capt, M, B, Rowe, 5t. Ceo., R, Fitghugh, T. R
MeCracken,
Sites and locations — St. Geo, R, Fitzhugh, T. E, Merris, 8. J. Cuinn, P
J. p. COI‘biﬂ.
Correspondence — J, B, Sener, Gen, H. C. King, 8, J. Guinn, M, B, Nowe,
Jo Fo Cerbino

Histerian - Capt, S. Jo Quinmn, Lgffrﬁhﬁ

The news story in the local paper listed not only the prominent s
people present at the meeting and banquet, but alse the long list of these ¥
who sent regrets, Though feeble, longstreet managed to be present, He
was accompanied by his young wife, the only woman present at the banguet,
(she is still living, 1955). (Fredericksburg Free lance, Thursday, Feb,
24, 1898, pe 3).

The local men and their distinguished cut of town colleagues e R
worked indefatigably; their labors, though not frulting until the 1920's, B
undoubtedly helped to found the park, A small undated pamphlet with the . S
large title "A Few Among Many Reasons Why there should be established at '
end near Fredericksburg, in the State of Virginla, a National Battlefield
Park, embracing the battlefields of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville,
Salem Church, Todd's Tevern, The Wilderness and Spotsylvanie Court-House"
makes & strong case. Some of the argurents sound almost exactly like part
of the speech given by 5t, George Fitzhugh in the 1898 organization meet-
ing at the Opera House, This pamphlet iz undoubtedly the brochure written
in 1896, mentioned above,

The pamphlet calls Fredericksburg "the gateway of the Confederacy’,
saying ". « « through its portals rolled the bloodiest tide of battle known
in history. Five of the most important encounteys between the great srmies
ocourred at and neer that place; and, within a radite of twelve miles from
the city, more of war's terrible conflicte are recorded than have been known
on any &rea of the same sige in the world, (n theze fields rore men were
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killed in battle than Ingland, one of the greatest fighting natlons on

the earth, has lost in all her wars for the past hundred years." (p.5). MEs—
In this bit about Ifngland's army the author is quoting “enator faniel,

whom the City Council quoted in its resolutions of Iri,, Teb. 21, 1396, »
Today, we think of the four battles of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, | S
Wilderness and Spotsylvaniaj the others are parts of these, 7ighteen

miles would be a better radius than twelve, and the losses in this concen-

trated area have been superseded by losses in concentrated areas in lorld

Viar Io

The park, contimues the brochure, would prove especlially ine- R
teresting to military students. Oince so many founders of the govern— ok
ment were born or lived in and near Fredericksburg, it would be no cxag~

geration to say the nation had ite dirth here; here "the destruction of P

its united existence was provented." (p.6). "There is no other apot, of

the same size, on this continent, which is connected, historieally, with

so many rreat men and memoreble deeds." (p. 10).

The pamphlet concludest

hit is now suggested that the Covernment sccure the fields
upon which these battles ocourred, and cormect them by substantially built S s
macadanised drive-ways, go that all can be easily and pleasently visited F
and exardned in a single day. The lecality 1s pleturesqgue and intereccting
beyond that of &ny other on the continent,

"Fredericksburg, which is but one and a half hours from “ashing-
ten, is reached from all directions by reilrcads and by fine steamors,which
cormect with the land and water-ways of the entire country, HE———

“Such are a few only of the many reasonsg why the Inited States
Government shculd secure the territory upon which these famous battles were F
fought, sc near to each other, and convert them into a National Battlefleld
Fark." (p.ll).

thether or not this pleasant countryside is the mest plceturcsque
on the continent may be argued cut by opposing chambers of commerce, but
the flow of history has since created one definite error of fact; the zrea
is no longer served by steamers, The evolution of internal combustion mobtor
transportation and gocd roads have, however, made the area accessible to a
point beyond the highest hopes of the early Dattlefield Park Cormissioners,
who were, states the pamphlets A. P, Rowe, W, 5§, White, J. T. Morris, v.5,
Potter, Hs Fy Crismond, John T, Knight, Chancellor Bailey, J. P, H, (ris-
mond, M. B. Rowe, John G, Willlame, D, ¥, Lee, J, 2, Wallace. (Listed on
P 25. This list scema to prove beyond question that this 1= the 1896
brechure, Tho committee is the seme appointed by A, F, Rowe, except %W. 5,
White seems to have taken the place of John C, Porter, A, P, ilowe would head
the list as mayor; thus the commitiee really included twelve men.
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An editorisl in the Iredericl:zburg Frec lance, for Thursday,
February 15, 1500 (p.2) is equally favorsble to the propesed park, list-
ing meny reasons why it should be established, The sditorialist states that
militery seientists have said that students could learnm more cf the art of
war in three menths! study on the local fields than they could in a whole
session at Vest Point, He deplores the fact thet no military pork hos yet
been established in Virginias, where o ruch happened, He mentiors that
nene of the distinguished gentlemen involved astands to make anything from
the venture, which is not & land speculation. This scems to be a mild but
unjustified slap at the Chancellorsville Battlefleld Aesoclationy that first
group certainly did not form for mere personmal gain,

. T

He stresses the faet that the area can be used for field man-
euvers, or & mobilizaticn point, or camp of inatruction for troops. In
times of emergency such a plaze would be of utmest importance, as the ro-
cent Spanish American War showed., This area would be healthful and would
afford plenty of fire wood. Furtherore, troops could move from here rapld-
ly in any direction. Jo spoke the farseeing journalist, 3Such a "camp of
instruction” was indeed established near here, though not in the small pari,
in the 1940's, the A, P, Hill Military Reser¥ation, an important maneuver and "7
staging arca during Vorldivar I1I, L

There was unceasing park activity about then, the late nineties o
and the turn of the century. A year before that editorial avresrved, for
example, Virginia's Covernor J. lloge Tyler joined others in Vashington,
Judge Scner, J. D, Drady, H, Fo Crismond, T. E, Yorris, J, 3, Potter and
Ceneral Sickles to ses Cecretary of VWar Alger. Bills pending called for
7,000 acres, (Free lance, Sat,, January 28, 1899, p.3). In & neeting held
in the eourt house, Fredericksburg, Feb, 1, the park group expresszed hope R

of early success, (Free lance, Thurzday, U'eb. 2, 1899, pu3).

The executive committee then anncunced that Capt, “ulnn, Nistorian I =
of the organization, was to prepare for poneral distributlon a complete hils-
tory in pamphlet form of the whole park movement, (Free lance, Saturday,
Feb, l&, 1899, p03)0

In January 1900, King, Morris, and I, F, Crismond, of the e:ecou~
tive ccrmittee of the Fredericksburg National Fark Commission,visited “ach-
ington, "The matter has been bught to the atiention of the Commlttee on
Hilitary Affairs in the House", 1t was reported, "and it 1s antlcipated
that early zcticn will be taken,” Bills had been introduced in both housecs;
Secretary of Wer Hoot had recommended the park in a recent report, This
news story also menticned the ides of park use a2s a camp of troop mobiliza- b
tion, (Free lance, Thursday, January 11, 1900, p.3). '
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Hajor lorris, one of the harder workers for the park from e
the very first, was & Union Jeterah who, like his fellow nertharmer
Fotter, moved to Fredericksburg after the war, He made & detailed
study of the fielda, incorporating his rotes and maps in three note-
books, which his widow presented to Fr. J. lcwle Cray, whose daughter,
Yiss Aylmer Crey, donated them to the pork In 1942, Forris hed heer
Butterfield's chief of staff, according to a'local news item. (Free
lanee, April 18, 1896, Poe 3)e .

.y

At a meoting of the Fredericksburg City Council, Tuesday, e o
January 16, 1900, Col, Cole asked for and got an appropriation of 8250 s

for the Battlefield Purk Cormittee. (Free lance, ‘aturday, Jamary 20, g TR
1900, 9.3) . ‘ ¥

About this time also, londay, Jenuary 22, 1900, Cenerals
“haw, Duggles, Fickles, and King appeared before the House Militery
Committee and urged passage of the bill to create a Fredericksburg Fork,
A total of 100,000 was requested, All seomed sanguine that the bill would
be reported favorably., (Free lance, Thursday, January 25, 1900, p.2). ot

The park cawmpaigners, erstwhile ¢nerles, now brothers-in-arus, 5
were next folled by an old common enemy, Just as he had often defeated i
them when they opposed each other during the war, ¥ing Vinter now bogred
the efforts of Xing, Heratio and hls fellow scldiers, The House Militory
Committee accepted an invitation to visit Frederickshurg. Following a
reception at the ixchange lotel, Friday evening, February 3, they were
to visit the ficlds on Saturday, But, the rcads being so bad that cco-
gon, the Congressmen decided to postpone the trip. (Free lance, Satur- [PP—
day, January 27, 1900, p, 3, and Thursday, Februery I:~T§b0, Pe3)s

In ¥ay 1900, the Soclety of the frmy of the Fotomac visited E
Fredericksburg, a truly important event for the towm, fully rerorted
in the local press, This society officially endorsed the park, thanked
the Senate for having pessed a bill looking forward to it, expressed thanks
for the favorable report by the House Cormittee on Military Affairs, and
hoped Congress would soon act, The resolution was offered by King and
enthusiastically adopted at e business meeting during the reunion. (Irue
lence, Tuesdsy, lay 29, 1900, p. 2. Also, The Jociety of the frmy of the
Potomac. [leport of the Thirty-first Annusl Re-Union &t Fredericksburg,
Va,., ¥ay 25th and 26th, 1900, MacCowan sn? Slipper, Printers, 30 Deek-
man St.’ Hew Ycrk 1900; p. 89).

This reunion was the first of the Cfoclety's on Southern soil,
Proninent citlzens, doubtless park enthusiaste, had said it would be
gracious to invite the Unlen men and the City Coumeil had passed a reso-
lution, July 27, 1899, Judge James B, Sener personally issuing the in-
vitations in September, (Cuinn, History of Fraderisksbuprs, Op.cit.,

PP.259-60, (uimn, himself, wes secrctary of the entertainment cormittee),
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The local battlefield park promotors had a large hand in enter-
taining the Union Veterans, On lisy 25, at the erercises in the Cowrt
House, 8t., Ceorge Fitshugh was one of the speskers, He agaln ctressed
the importence of the Fredericksburg area in the Civil VWar and repecated
the now femilisr statement that more wen maneuvered and were casualtles
in this area than on any similer sized plot in the world, This time he
used fiftecen miles as & radius. (Society of the ‘rry of the Fotomsce

?L’GE_)?_I‘t, P ll) @

8ickles gave & long oration, stating near the end, that Yired-
erickaburg is consecrated by precious historicsl memories, It was tlc
home of the mother of Washington, to whom a graceful monurent han been
erected here by the Uaughters of the Rovolution, Here Washington spont
his boyhood, . . . ¥ithin a small area noar the spod where we ars scaled,
are the great hattlefislds of Frederlckaburg, Chancellorsville, Spotis;yl-
vania and the Wllderneas, vhere more men fousht and fell than upon any
space of equal dimensions on the face of the earth, These famous battle-
grounds should be made a National Military Park, Cur battle~fleld parks
are an Americen institution, They belong tc the same group with the loyal
Legion, the Crand Army of the Hepublie, the Confederate Camps, our National
Cemeteries and our Memorial Days., They hand dowm our military traditions to
sucoeeding generations, They keep alive the martial character of our people.
They teach the Amerlean boy t“at he belenze to his country and that his
country belongs to him, . . " (Ihid., p. 43).

Heering all this thet morning, in addition to the distinguizhed
Fredericksburgers and Yankee veterans, were the President of the United
States Willlam MeKinley, Virginiate Covernor Tyler, and the President's
Cabinet.

The veterans lunched at the Upera liouse and the Tresidantidl
party, whom Sickles joined, at 3t. George Fltzhugh's heme, Hr, Finzhv~h,
& leading attorney, lived st the northwest cormer of Chorles and lanover
Strects, now, in 1955, the home c¢f r, and ¥rs. J, Minor Holloway, This
had been the home of Montgomery Slanghter, Fredericksburg's Civil lar
meyor. After lunch the Preslident hold a receptlon, more then & thousand
being introducedj King introduced the Union vetorans and Col, ¥, U'. Uolcy
prominent citizen and Confederate veteran, the local people,

In the afterncon they all went to the National Cemetery to lay
the cornerstone of the Fifth Corps Momurent donated by Ceneral | auterfiald.
The ¥asonle services were in charge of the local lodge, Ko, 4 2.F. % A,Y,,
who invited King, & fellow Magon, to preside. There were speeches hore too,
Secretary ef Wer Elilm Root accepted the wonument, After viglting points

of interest, the Presidential party returned to lashington at é otclock,
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Turther evercises were held in the Upera Vouse that rishi,
imong the speakers then were Cenerals Jouep! bﬂelev (” 3. i,y formper—
1y C.S.A.), Nelson i, ¥iles, and Zdickles "ai o The visitors were wel-~
comed to the city by Judge John T, Coolrick who clairmed to e the 1ost
distinguished man present, being one of the fow surviving Confederate
privates, This joke, needing no explenation ab the tiwe, refers rob only
tc the fact that many veterans claimed ranks they never held, but nlso
to the holding of rank in veterans' organizaticns,

A businezg meeting follcwed this publie neeting.

The next day, Saturday, May 26, pori of the group Journeycd to
Richmond, accompanied by a cormittee of Y“*leric&aburg ex~-Confederates,

This was splendid publieity for the proposed park, OSpezker
of the House lHenderson, howcver, did not chcose to further the matbter.
“eprcecsentatives Hay, Jones, Rixey, and Lawb, aceompanled by Generals
Sickles, Xing, and Ruzzles called on hin and ho told them categorieally
that nothing weuld be done that session. (Free lance, Thuraday, Yay 31,
1900, pe 3)o The bill wos still in abeyance, months later; an editorial
in the Baltimore ‘merican noted that it had passed the Senste, but Hender-
son said if he let it through the house, sinilsr bills would have to bhe
considered. He had spoken the same way to Fing and the delegation, sarying
he could not afford to be embarrassed, (¥ole con :"1*irovc srticle in Iree
lance, Saturday, Feb. 71, 1901, p.3).

David Eremner llendersom, chosen “peoaker of the louse in 1879 and

1901, had been born in Seotland, and was presunably doure A member «f the
12th lowa, he was wounded in the neck at Donelaon and in the leg a2t Corinthy
his leg had to be arputated then and 2lso in later 1ife, never heeling rror=
erly. A "stand-pat® Tepubliecan, he fought for Veterans pensions, but tis
Congressicnal carser of ten terms was not “marked by any construetive states-
manship.® (Dictionary of imeriean Biog;arh"- Tharles Scribner's fong, lcw
York, 1932, vol. 8, pDe 525-26). The absolute power thenm invested ir the

Speaker of the House had been seized by Henderson's predsecessor Thonns “"ﬁck-
ett Feed and continued through the reign of NHenderson's successor Jouerh
Curney Cannon, That po.er was broken in 1910, (Ibid., vol. 3, pr. 470~7
end vol. }iV, Pl 4’&56“9)0

Though King's “ociety of the Army of the Potomac rescluticns
apparently « &id not “c*ce cengress' hand, the interest of the loclety conw
tinued, In May 1901, it met at Uties, Y, Y,, where Fing offered the fol-
lowing resolutiunz » . :

UThe Society of the Army of the Fotomac has learned with deep
regret of the omlssion of the House to teke up for consideration the bill
for the esteblishment of a National Park in and around Fredericksburg,
wvhich had passed the Jenate and been favorably reported by the Yilitary
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Comaittee of the House of Hepresentatives, ihile there are cother localities
claiming recognition, not one can present so cogent an appeal as this, where
wen fought four of the severest battles of Lhe war — Iredericksburg, Chian-
cellorsville, the ilderness and Sro#sylvania Court lousej where trocops fronm
every State tc the number of half a million were arreyed against each cther,
and where the losses in killed and wounded agrregated 129,838 by the officisl
firures., Centrally located on the great trunk line of the Pemngylvania fail-
rcad, cne hour and a half from the National Capital, and in a climate never
severe, it will attract wore visitors than any cther area in the werld., fiio
claim is made for this park on secticnal grounds, though it may with propricty
be stated that the Vest has Chickamauga (on which the greatest outlay has been
made), Shiloh and Vieksburg, while the Fast has only Gettysburg and Antietam,
This society, the Crand Army of the RNepublic, and the Soclety cf the Confe~
derate Veterans, a2ll have petiticned for this park, and earnestly desire it,
Therefore, Resolved, That the Soclety of the ‘rmy of the Fotemac reiteratcs
its arpeal to lcngress for the prompt passa;e of the bill to be introduced at
the next session, and instructs the lecretary to send this minute to the Iresi-
dent of the Senate and the Jpesker of the House of Uepresentatives and to the
nilitery committees of both houses respectively.

lldnpt&d.

"General French suggested that we ousght to de something more then
pass this resolution, and that a committee should be appointed to press the
matter before Congress. He was heartily supported by Cenerals “with, Zickles,
Taggles and others, and, on motion, the motion having been secconded, the fresi-
dent, after consideration, appointed as such committee Cencrals D, ., Zickles,
George D. fuggles and Feratio €, King.” (The Cociety of the iy of the loto-
mac. Hepert of the Thirty-Ceccnd Annual fe-union at Utlea, . T., Fay 23d and
24th, 1901, MacCowan and Slipper, Printers, Yew Tork, 1901, p. 15).

The year 1902 ushered in ne Fredericksburg park., 7till the loclety
refused to concede defeat,

tit the Re-union of the Jociety of the Army of the Potomae held at
Gettysburg on Ueptember 19, much feeling vas manifested at the delay of Con~
gress in acting upon the bill for a Nationzl Tark at and around Fredericksburg,
and & Cormittee was appointed to press the matter before Congress. The Jome-
nitee consisted of Tenerals D, I, Sickles, Ceorge D. Puggles and loratle o,

“The Cormittee so appointed at the last Re-union to press the matter
of the National Furk embracing the great battlefields around Fredericksburg
respectfully report thet the bill whieh had passed the “enate &t the previous
Congress, had been reported favorably by the House Military Cormittee, and
been debarred eonsideration in the House by the “peaker, was again introduced R s
and pessed by the Senste et the presemt Congress. A hearing wes granted by P
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the Housze Hilitory Jomsdtiee at which the cledms of the seotlon in cucs-
tdon were nmest obly and exhaustively presconied, The Cormittee by
ity vote agreed to report the bill favorably., i awmpll sinority ro &
an adverse report, the only apparent rround of objeetlon being the sualii- e
plication of battlellelds ecowmissions for vhich consideration was desired LA
in accordance with a bill introduced by o sember of the (ormdttee == which

bill hes not yet becowe 8 law, Every propor eifort was made to bring the

Park bill before the licuse, but without success. The power bestowsd upon

the Speaker by the lules of the House wes uscd apgainst the conzlderation

cf the bill in Con:ittee of the Whole, and no action was had,

"he Cormittee in this eorncction beg to call the attention
of the Soclety to a few interesting and asiriking facte, .

#The East has two Natlenal Parks, ene at Antletanm, which Is
practically completed at a cost of cne hundred and thirty thousandi
wnd the other at Gettysburg, for which the nntionsl erprepristion h
ed four hundred and thirty thousand dellere, with comparatively little rov
recquired. The test has six Hatlonal Farks -~ “hiloh, Vicksburg, Chicka-
rauga, (rehard KEnob, Fdvsion (gle.) rddge and lookout Monmtsin — for which
the eppropriations hove already reached twe rdllion dellars and will probe-

| 5020 2 5 e

ably require two millions more. Fop the Frederickoburg reservation we ask -
the sum of one hundred thousand dollars only with which te purchase the ¥

land end clear up the ground. More will be needed in time, but 1t carnot

exceed two hundred thousand doilars, The extrsordirary diserimination in

favor of wostern battleficlds i» comparatively unknown, iot rne of the

battles which these purks perpetually cerrerornte surpassed in magritude

oer equalled in losces the terrible engnsenents In and ne r Prederickeburg.

in the great conflict, the Fastern frmy suffered two-thirds of the casuzl- S
ities during the war, and it ls therefore reasornble to infer that if dld L
its falyr share of the fighting., The Comnitice rejoices that the e-t hns o
been so fortunate, but it naturally inquires, why this extreordinary dis- ¥
criminaticn ageinst the Tsst — two millions to the 'est end & alf 2 mil-

lien only te the Tast,

*"The Connittee In conclusism bep to offer the following renclue
tion:

"ilesolved, That a copy of this minute be sent to the Ipesier
ond e every reumber of the lioure of lepresentatives, with a renewed and
rmost urgent appesl Lhat the bill nay be considered at the next scssion
and passed.

"D, T, 9dckles, Major-General, U, 5. 7,

George D. lwiles, Trigadler—Ceneral, U.S.A,

Horatio C. King, Brevet Colonel, U, 5, V.9
(Zhe Soclety of the irmy of the Potomac. Nevort of the Thirty-third irnual

Ze-Undon at Cetiysburg, Fa., “eptember 19th and 20th, 1902, ¥aelowan & Olip
per, Printers, lew York, 1502, ppe L‘?—l!j. ’ -

Ludsosisdanesy
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This resclution produced no effect clther, The bill disd, Cere
tainly meny people had worked sincerely for the success of &, Li57., The
Comrittee on Military Affairs in reporting it favorably guotoed the eere-
tary of Var's approval from his ammual report for 1899 and cuoted =lso a
memorial of the Grand irmmy of the Republie and a resolution of the Socleby
of the Arsy of the lotomac passed at the Scciety's Fittsburgh reunion, teto- o 7
ber 11 and 12, 1899, (That Society abounded in good resolutions). The (rand ¥
irmy's memorial, prescnted tc the Fifty-fifth Congress by “enator Durrows,
came from o committee cuthorized at the Thirty-first Mational i incarpnent,
Duffale, Aupust 25 and 26, 1897. Actually, an initial committee arpolnted
by the G.A.R. commander made & preliminary report dated August 5, 1897, which
gtated that the smaller committce had met at Fredericksburg, Vey 27-28, 1597
and toured the fields, escorted by the hospitahle citizens, This preliminary
iroup endorged the park and swyrested {ifty to fifty-five miles of roads and
land not to exceed 2,500 acres., The later cormittee, sending in the merorisl,
agreed that the larger acreage in the bill was 2 better fipure, based on sur-
veyas and maturer judgement. This was signed by “ﬁgar Allen, ;h\ir"an, flanl e
le Tallou, Leo Rassieur, Henry T, Taintor, I’an. A. Grosvenor, Albert @, _licles,
Peter B. Ayars.

The ecngressicnal comrittee's rerort ond inserted material weore
subsitted by James Hay, a Uemocrat from Virginia, borm 1856. Uenator Julius B m—
Caesar Purrows, Hepublican, a veteran, had led a company of the 17th Michiran 0
=t FPredericksburg. (Biographical lictionary of the Amcrican Congress, 1774- ozt
1949, Us Se Gove Frinting Cffice, 1950, pp. 1257 and 9.«3). P

A minority of *he congressional coumittee, iichard fayne Forirce

d. ‘e Ketcham, and ¥, C. “tevens, feolb hounV(r, thwﬁ tre governrent ghewld

ulOHlYo (in unnecessary admcnitinns They weore net againgt the propoused
pzrk but raised several objecticns to iLrodiﬂto action. 7The hill reouected
6,570 seres in ®six Pdtcltku Wluch separate porcels do not constitute a
park®, they sald, "and beyond all question much larger purchases w xl here-
aftor be demanded and lurpe sums would be HQJLU for enbellishment and improve-
rent " They pointed out that five national military parks had been establishods b
intietam, 18703 Chickapauga and Chattanooga, 1890; Zhiloh, 18943 Cettysburg,
1895; and Vicksburg, 1899. Now bills were pending for Fetersburg, Valley rorge,
itlanta, Perryville, Erandywine, Stones liver, ' ileons Creek, Franklin, fori
Yrederick, Crown Point and Ticonderoga, Yorktowm, Fredericksburg, Vort Stevens,
wn? Jamestown. The existing parke operated independently and any new cnes wonld
enly add te the confusion. Aleo, all the propcscd parks could not be reported
favorably and it would be unfalr to pass any one bill too hastily. '"There is
no danger in delayy they said,

LBefore establishing any new parks, they advocated that "sose single
syetem of eontrel ghould be adopted that will avoid the haphazard plan of
ucp@rate cormissiona, cach of which booms its own park, and all of which work
at Ccross purpeseés. o o o the whole system of parks should be examined and
a definite and comprehensive plan of extension and improvement adopted, . . .
it is absolutely necessary to proper and harmonlousg develorment that there
should be a single park commicsion . « " (Frodericksburg end Adjacent lational
cattlefields lemorial Park. lHouse of Hepresentatives, lst Zesaion, 57th Congress,
eport lio. 771, Harch &, 1902, 13 pages. Uirect auotations from pp. £,9,%10).
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Thus, the Fredericksburg park, was, for the time being, sacrificed
en & noble altar, that is, as far as this comnittes minority's avowal is con-
cerned; Speaker Henderson's motives may be considered not entirely beyond
repreach. It is true that a unified National Park system became increasingly
needful, fruiting finally in the National Park Service Act of 1916 and the
Presidential unification order of June 1933, The Commitiee minority was really
thinking only ef military perks; se the present Hational Park System is far
more unified and comprehensive they would have ever thought possible,

The Fredericksburg "patches” have not been solved, This park, as later es-
tablished, is in peveral parcels and approximates the 2,500 rather than the
6,500 aere total. The small acreage is tragic, but the parcels were inevitable;
nobody could expset a park embrecing all ef Jpotsylvania Counly and a consider-
able part of Orange.

Though the turn of the century bill died and Valballa tock increas-
ing toll among the park preponents, interest in a Fredericksburg park did not
die. As veterans, tourisis, students, snd wriiers continued to visit the bat-
tlefields, the hope for the establishment of a park lingered, The great evente
of World War I failed to drive the American heritage and the Civil War from
Fredericksburgers' minds,

In 192] & vast mansuver al the Wilderness gave new impetus to the
park movement, Whatever the degree of cause and effect here, it can certain-
ly be said that the publicity centered attention, official and general, on the
Civil var Histery of the Fredericksburg vicinity.

This exercise involved 4,200 Marines, practieally the whole (uantico,
Virginia, Post, comranded by Smedley D. Dutler, one of the more colorful "Devil
Doge", FNo suech sisable group of armed invaders had entered Frederlcksburg since
Civil War dayse

The troops left Cuantico, Menday, Jeptember 26, 1921, marching eight
riles to bivousc overnight at Aquis Creek, (n Tuesday,they marched sixteen
niles to Fredericksburg and biveuacked at the Fair Grounds, the ares now occu-
pied by that part of Fredericksburg between Fall Hill Avenue and the River,
north of U, 5. Higlway 1 Alternate, (n liedneaday, they marched west fifteen
miles to Wilderness Run., Thursday, September 29, was the firat day of the man-
suvers. From then en, they seared to concentrate unduly on a battleship. Wil
derness Hun weuld not float a rowboatsy so this was an imaginary battleship lined
out in the valley., Froam Thursday ewvening through Monday worning, excepiing Sabe
bath, this craft weas bombed and defended, At nizht, searchlights and anti-air-
craft batteries fought off the bombers. In the day, anti-aireraft batteries
and fighterplanes protected the ship, Cther sha: battles tock placs alse, but
none of the action was e careful reproduction of Civil var events, The warfare
auphasigzed modern arms and the skill of the larines,

On Sunday, October 2, religious cervices displaced the show of armed
might, end on Meonday, after one last defense of the ship, the boys marched to
Fredericksburg, where they camped for the night, resuming the mareh to Quantico,
Tuesday, Cctober he (Fredericksburg, Virginia, Free lLance, Jaturday, Sept, 24,
1921, pe 1 = progran of coming event),
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When the oncoming troope entered town on their way to the Wilder-
ness, across William Street Bridge, Smedley Putler led the columm, the band
playing Dixie. (Joid., Saturday, Quteber 1, 1921, p. 2). I¢ is presumed
that he had not walked all the wmy from Cuaniico. He did, however, march the
last fifteen miles of the trip, the Frederickeburg to ¥Wilderness leg, and
even assisted exhausted Marines by spelling them in pack carrying,

The first day of real activity at the Wilderness, Thursday,
September 29, said the local paper, began the biggest mimie war ever en-
acted by the Marine Corps. bid., pe 2)s Watching that day wes Major Gen=
eral John A. Lejeune, the M¥arine Corps Commandant,

President of the United States Warren G, Harding attended the
excreises Jaturdsy and Sunday. On Saturday he motored dowm from Washingten,

accompanied by his wife, Secretary of the Havy Edwin Dendby, Secretary of
Agriculture Henry €, Wallsee, and other dignitaries,

A large local delsgstion met the presidential perty at the

William Street Eridge to present flowers and formal welecome. Feople lined
the walks of William Street, which is Highway 3, the route to the Wilder-
ness, or sat in second story windows and watched ¥y, Harding go slowly past
in his open car, He waved gemially to all, including two boys, D. William
Scott and me, sitiing in an upper window of the ¥William (Commerce) Street
entrance of the old Scott-Doggett store. Dr. Seott, a nephew of the late
Dr. 8. Lo 8oott, who did so much to help the early park, now praetices in
Fredericksburg.

That night, President Harding sang with the Marines at an cpen-
air movie, He ate with the officers' mess and slept in a canves "thite
House", the whele encampment being named Camp Harding,

(n Sunday, Octeber 2, the open-alr church servicss were {ollowed
by talks, The President speke highly of the Narine Corpe. A large dele-
gation of Fredericksburgurs, including offlicials, and Civil ¥War and Spanishe
American War veterans, atiended these services, MHarding's affability charmed
everyone. He shook hands all around, as far as poesible in such a crowd,
ignoring neither generals, privates, nor citizens, A review in the valley
of Wilderness Run near the Lacy House followed churech services, (Ibid.,
mmy, Cete I-}, 1921' FPe 1 2)0

The next spring an article in 2 special issue of the Free Lance
says that this sham battle was “the most gigantic mimic war ever known in
the military annals ef this country,” (Ibid., Tuesday, May 9, 1922, p. 5)e
I leave the proof or disproof of that statement to better grounded students
of the art of mimic war,




Butler contributed a lastin: memento of the operetion in the
form of a small bronze plague:

Tribute To The Vemory

of
Stonewall Jackson
By The

Tast Coast Expeditionary Foree
United States !arines
Sepbe 26 - Oct. 4, 1921,

Thie is Tastened to the top of a stone bearing the legend:

hrn OF
Stonewsl) Jaclson
May 3, 1863,

tne mirkt think that the Varines erceted this stone in the
lacy House (Fllwood) burying ground, The stone, however, had been plzeced
there in 1903 by the Rev. James Power Smith, Jackson's alde during the war
and leter son-in-lsw of lajor J. Horace lacy, owner of the estate, The
arm, ‘amputated nearby, was burded in the plantation cemctery by Jackson's
officors and friends.

The reality of the park began to taeke form in 1924, inder
iet of Congress (Public ¥o. 261, 68th Congress, 5. 3263), approved June 7,
192, the leoretary of Wur was authorized to sppoint a Commission to inspoct
the batllieilelds around Fredericksburg snd to report on the fezaibllity
of mayking and preserving them. The cormicsion would consist of a Union
veteran, & Confederate veteran, snd & cormissioned officer of the Corps of
ingineers, United States Army.

¥ajor Ceneral John L, Clem, United Btates Army, retired, was
chosen the Union member and ehairmen of the Comrdssion, Judge John 7. Ccolw
rick, of Frederieksburg, the Confederate member, and Major J. 2, U'Connor
the regulay army member. Judge Coolrdck died, September 16, 1925, und Lis
place was taken by !r. Vivian Hinor Fleming, slso of Fredericksburg.

Ulemm, then a resident of Washington, younger than most Uivil
Car veterans, was "Iittle Johnnle Clem", the famous "Drummer Boy of Uhiloh®,
also called the "Irumer Boy of Chickamsuga", At the age of twelve he was
Sergeant John L. Clem, Company C, 22nd !Michiran Volunteer Infantry, bhaving
been promoted to that rank because of his hercism during the Battle of
Chickemauga. Armed with & specially shortened misket, he acted as 2 "map-
ker" in that battle, "/e had been in the thickest of the fight, and three
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bullets had passed through his hat, when, separated from his companicrs, et
he was seen running, with a musket in his hand, by a mounted Confedercte

colonel, who called out, 'Stppl you little Yankee devill' The boy halted, B oL
and brought his musket to an order, when the colonel rode up to make him g
a prisoner, Yith swift motion young Clem bpought his g uwp end fired,

killing the colonel instantly, He escaped; and for this achlevewent on

the battle=field he wes mede a sergeant, put on duty at the head-quartoers

of the Aruy of the Curberland, and placed on the Fell of lionor by Gencral

fwosecrans.' (lossing, Densen J., Pletorial ldstory of the Civil lar in

the Inited States of imeriea. Winter & Co., liartford, Comn., no date, in

3 7018., vol. 3, p. u&l)o

Aprointed Second lieutenant, 24th U, 3. Infantry, by Crant in oo
1871, he rose to general rank in the Cuartermaster Department, retiring
1916. (W. V. Carter, little Johnny Clem, the Drwmer Boy of Chickamaugs.
Undated brochure, p. 2).

A photograph taken in Cincirmatl shows the little boy in wuni-
form with his musket al the order. The orphan boy of Newark, Chio, bern ot oo
Afugust 13, 1851, had tried to join up in 1861 and £inally menaged to tag ‘
along wit! the 22nd Mich,, not actually being rmstered in until ¥ay 1, 1862 ,
at Covirgton, Kentucky,. zIb.i.g., PPe 3-4. Jee frent of brochure and p.l4l P
of lossing for pleture). ’

His biographer Carter states that the languase of the rebel
Colonel, riding upon the boy with drawm sword, was: "Halt} Surrenderl
vyou de—d 1ittle Yankee son of 2 b——hl¥

Judge Geolrigk, the first Confederates member of the Cormission,
vho had been one of the chief astors in the 1900 entertairment of the So-
clety of the Army of the Potomac, was 2 distinguished Virginia jurist,

His photograph may be seen in the front of his bock on Frederickshurg,
showing him chatting with President Harding end Ceneral Smedley Dutler at
the ¥arine Corps' Viilderness fight of 1921.

Judge Goolrick, & native Fredericksburger, served for a widlle
as a messenger in the lMedleal Department of Lee's Army, and then joincd
fraxton's (later called lMarye's) Battery of Fredericksburg Artillery.
tounded at Fort Harrison, he returned to duty and was present at lse's
surrender. As he menticned in his speech to the Soclety of the irmy cof
the Fotomze, he was proud to have been a Confederate private, (lev. 1.0,
Gillmore in Coolrick, John T., Historic Fredericksburg, The Story of in
01d Town, Uhittet and Shepperson, Richmond, 1922, p. 9)s

Mr, Fleming had alsoc been an artillerymang A Virginis boy
from Hanover County, his intreduction to Fredericksburg area, later to
be his home, was in the baptism of fire, Iighteen years old at the tine,
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he served with the iichmond Howiltzers in a detachment of the Jecond Come
pany (Brown's First Virginia Artillery), acting on December 13, 1862
under Pelham's orders, This wes at the extreme right of the Confederate
line, During the day Fleming's horse was shot from under him, After the P
battle he was transferred to the First Regiment of Fngineers and promoisd

to Sergesnt Major., (See file on Téth Meeting of Fredericksburg Battle-

field Park Commission, commemecrating é7th Anniversary of Battle of Froder-

icksburg, Dec, 13, 1929, in honor of Yr. Fleming. !ar Depte Files.).

The Preliminery Conmission made its report, TUegember 1, 19253,
entitled "Deport on Inspection of Battle Fields in and arovnd Fredericks-
burg and 3pottsylvania Court House, Virginia.” The suggestion was "That
the battle fields be marked in accordance with the Antietam system by the
placing of markers and tablets at the sites of the important peinte, events
and actions, by the construction of roads vhere necessary Lo make the ime
portant points reasonably acgessible, and by acquiring the sites vhere
trenches on the main battle line are sufficiently well prezerved to warrant
retaining in their present condition.” (Report, typescript, p. 33).

Actual practice under the later enabling act brought in wore land
than anticipated by this Repert., Even so, the minimum holdings have dis-
tressed historians, The problems of encroachment are daily becoming more
acute, An "Antietam system”, involving cwnership of 1ittle or no land other
then roads, would be adequate if an erea continued to exdst In a2 static MNine-
teenth Century rural culture, If, for example, a farmer owned a field noxt
to the park and farmed 1t as it had been cultivated at the time of the war,
that situation would be porfeect, But 1f he sold out to & real estate develop-
er and & village grew up right sgainet a park road, where them would you be?
Such is happening in ocur park, parts of which represent the sbsolute minimum
of cwnership.

At a'meeting of the later Park Commission, ¥r, Fleming, February 4,
1929, said that the Rerort of the Preliminary Commission, of which he had
been a member, <¢id not alleow for encugh areay everybody realiszed, he stated,
that the importance of the fislds called for groater holdings, He believed
that the work should be finished as outlined and then augumented by requests
for wore land, (War Dept. files).

The Fiscal Year 1929 report c¢f the Commission took issue with the
Preliminary Report specifically on Chencellorsvilley The Preliminary leport
had suggested that the Chancellorsville area was similar to the Wilderness
and that the battle was confined largely to the vicinity of roadsy very fow
recognizable trench renains existed, it said, and those were not at the rore
impertant points; markers should be placed at significamt points on existing
publiec roads; and, in accordance with the Antietanm ides, no land was required,

The anmisaion disagreed and proceeded to develop Chancellorsville. (Var lept, '
files). .
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This was net & case of one body digog wvith waodlbor
TOup; the two Co“uitalans wore in part the core, g rather 2 rove
ing reslizaticn that a srall acreage woul't he inadecuste. Thoe troods

c‘f the situation was that noet enough vwirev cowme dn Lo insuwre wdesuste

heldings. . The enabling act set no arbitpsry limita,

‘he bill which finally
introduced by Sepresentutive . Ltis ch y
vhich Fredericksburp wes then a part, and spo
by Cenctor Clsude 4. Jwanson of Virgindia ond 'czgto Jarmes ‘. sl
of Hew Zork. Judge }dﬂar Jo Rich, a preminent Poston lawyer, Calvin
Coolidge's friend, deserves to be remevbered ns ar influentizl proponcnt,
In & letter.to ich Conmlssioner Fleming, inviting him to speak ot
dedication of the wurk, refers to %, . o the battleficld pvarks of ot-
syvlvanis County, hich you were se largely inctrumental in 'Ctt’lr' bl
Cemioress and makings o oroa lit" for the locolitv.” (Fleming, April 73, 1007,

rsr Je dely, 6 licacon B8b., Toston, ‘niss., Tar 3ﬁ*mzt ent Filcs,
ice, I'c*c***" i‘.'t accompeny mirul 1008=29 It etinpe. e

. as ol
wopbart filis are se Listed to distinguieh thenm from BES fhlou.}

The et (Tublic - MNo. €09 - GULL lunsresa, T 1. QOG5 apvroved
february 14, 1957, bere the titles "an ncl ?o agtablish a nationsl militery
park at and near Frecericksburg, Virginiz, on: tv mark and rr serve ‘iwinrl—
~a1 proints connecled ulth the hattles of “rilorichshursy, Srobsalvenis

sey Jilderncss, ond Chancellorsville, ined ‘.f:‘:“ falen a.:éf.ml-,

3

T4 sesaesa et flecl e . ; AT, JU S, "
it ,iv ided for preserving und ravking ". o o breastvorks,

errtlucorks, emplecorents, walls, or clher defenses or shelters uscd by
vhe armies in -«1& b ittles, 90 far as the rarkine ﬂnd rreservnt*rﬂ of the
ome are practicsble, the land hereln enthoriced e acequired, or zo much
umrmof cs may dbe talien, snd the hishwayrs and ~yr01uhoo herein anthorized
to be conutsucyed, &re hereby declared to ho a natioral military povk to
be known zs the Frederlcksburg and Mroteylvainiz Comnty Hattle Fislds  eooe
121 o o o The land acoulred wee to be in nocordance with the ferori of
Hattlefleld Ceomndroion and the "Corbined {len - Antietan systen”
exnct amount of land would be such &g decmed necessary by the Decroti:x
ar, using this plen. The index map accompanying the report would be
suide but not a 1imit to the Secepetary's acounisitions., lle wan av
beth to condern land where necessory and to sccept denatiens,
to repular purchizse, he cculd also lease lands, permiiting ovmors
Livete e seil but not domage remainsy such owners would oporate
nr vepartrert regulstions and would be reqguired to help preserve rening
and any tablets or menuments epected. These leases eould cantain optlons
Lo buy. Pl g

3

_ e affairs of the park would be in charpge of three (ﬁ~”3«gio,—
ers, orny officers, civiliena, or both, to he appointed by the :
vy one of whom wonld be chalrman and ineothor seeretory, It
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duty of these Corndssivners to survey, loonle, and frescr
lines and to eomstruct and repair rosds "to ke the his i« rical rols B
zccescible to the mublic and to students . o o," &nd to ascerbnin ond o
mirk the varicus remains and ba*tlelin,c 5, #lso Ybo establich:and con- TL*“
struct suech observation towsrs as the Cecreabtary of “op moy deery nocor vy

for said perk o o o o o

T e

Upon = uroval cf the *x;c"z*-“?""g of “ap, states coula sorie DLLLLe-
lincs of thelr troops engaced by ronuments, teblets, or otherwise,

The act included provisions for the punishment b of any Lergon
suilty of depredation against any historiesl m‘ma.ins, or any feature, in-
cluding flora, within the area, tunting was proscribed, P

nletion of the work of the Commdasion, a superinl i
in charge. Yeanvhile, 50,000 was ayvroprinted |

2
- P
S S

The Corminslon, like the prelininery cne, comprised = -.'r'.-:‘.f's,nﬁ.s._.z‘——
cte veteran, a Unior veteran, and a r/olor army officer, fener Ml e 2nd
“r, Mleming were retoineds Coptain Ceorpe 7, lobson, ﬂ.?.\., Wi ;1g;ﬁLLcd e
Yember and Jecretary of e Conmission on January 9, 1922, He took the outh %n¥¥é~¥¥
of office on Jamsry 16, Vhile the War Tenartment conincted the worl, Zen-
eral Clem, the Chairman, remained on the Cormicoion, !lre Fleuins cled o=
Lot nd wes succeeded by Feprosentutive . T nlton loore of
fir *Mlu. (ivy.. Meore had declined to run acsin in 1930 vl u
retired from Jensress in the gpring of 1931). Tthe positisn of secretiry,
or acbual exccutive cf the Cowr ir::aon, changed hands several tlmes. Cagp
obson wag relieved b Col, Tenney Fosz, In '”.'f_v try, who came to Praderi
surg dJuly, 1929, tukine 4 e oath of off u*( 1y 9. tn Jime 11, 1930 {(uie ey
«f swesring in) izjor, later Iieut, Col,, r** ur L. #ilbourn, (‘r'*&;lx',,f, P
pleced Hoss, Colonel Wilbourn remained until the Memorial was tronsierred
by executive nrde" to the lepartment of the interior in 1933, loss ond

ilbourn 1 served as lerbar and Tcerctory Lo the zatarqwuvg finb o
¥ilitars Park LLn:a 1 :aion.

- bo neoted that the rerulrr ©onday meetings of hie o -
tine rring of 1928, gzve way to called meetir wivioh
.,,F'""w ent, the work rore and falling under the direcis
Tieex “”4 his staff. <lem, who lived at the

Je Gey spent his mwwers in Texas.

ey

T
in time beecsne
* the rcy
! ﬁf Ulub,

]

The Commicsion office wea locnted first at 804 Frince o irnne
Street. For the period of June 1929 - ne 1930, it was upstairs i.n the
Feuerherd Building, 829 Carcline it. ( "‘nthr’ +t corner of Caroline :nd okt
leorge Streets), next st 1011 ¥~incess Arne “trect and then at 1007 Frincess -

Anne




treeti.ar Dovt. Flles, Comrdssion sinutea, erply WIS Duperint: -dongs?

War Depirtrzent poersonnel Inciwled vgwald Coamp, v diroor;
fauy i, Farbert, !roincer; Caplain Jeffry ontapue, Hlsteriany anc slice
C. Witte, Clerk, Mrs. witte contlnued with the Park until her retirencnt
at the end of Decerber, 1949.

o

he moncy for COMmmENcene:
ticiency hct, Fiscal iear 1928, approved secemher 22, 1927,

voerk cama frow Lhe virst -

The first meeting of the Cormission, which might be tersed
the first transacction of business of the established park, tock place
Jamuary 23, 1928, £t the home of Corriissioner V. Y, Fleming. ‘1. Tle
rave & brief outline of the preliminary rroup's activities, It wan vobod
to start work at the lower end of the Frederi cksburﬂ fattlefield, ve . .

Shichesteor was censtituted attorney for the Cormlssiong Ire b n S
wae o he requested to act as & comritiec of cne in as .‘i\ A COTL L
sion to deterine land valuesg irs o Lo Jooetl was appointed lo PG

sentative; this prosdnent physiclan and ol vic leader had long beon
advocate. MHe wan vresident of the Fatlonal Tattlefield lark ola
the citizens! ;rour cstablished by the ‘harber of Commerce and Oiirf G Gl
igations. (Comrission Minutes, War Depte 1 iles).

Yr, Fleming lived «t 5C3 Ik 3
Yeg, Mo M, frith {(Midas f‘;z'i!’liﬂ"), were inctruwsental in preserving
the home of “elty, Ceorge Lashin stont's «ister, vhose huaband 1c,3..
Lewlis manmufoctured ayms for the American Ueveolution, The two lodies
1u’u*'* housenold shared the old gentlemwn's enthusiasm for the purh
su‘nie resides at the family rvesidence end #1111 takes an intercat
toricnl work, but has retired fron actlive prrlicipation,

+ strect, lHis 1".‘:&;"( a3

ihe fourth meeting, Februmary =7, 1928, like the others with
2]l three members preszent, dedicated, ss 1t were, the first park olfice,

204 Frincess Anne trect. 'L‘he meeting of Joreh .'-"f,'a brouchb oud dlseunos
ef zowe sort of celebration to mark the tegdnvdng of the park, to o

eod b leczl peorle 1-;,’:.t}‘<::zt ceeb to the povernmnent,

c Hland and
wedation (1

3.,'5, CONLTES

v | <:.¢~1€-;~;f~?f-n T
Jritlefield Fork

e & e }v- (‘an‘,’ E{ie
Jler il cayor J. Carnett .'-»=r-f=') visited F:‘(—:z"‘lut"n.. Coodic o

nd invited him te z2tiend a celebration, tentatively dated for J;lly By Tt
chenged to & time after Ueptember 15, contingent upon the health of ruo,
Coclidge's wother, irs. Coodhue. lMeanwhile, survey work in the Fredericko-
burg battleflield area progressed. (Commission Hinutes, Vap Dept, Files),

o
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The celebration, of lclally dedicaling the purk, oucwrred
Iriday, Uct, 19, 1928, A1l details and exchs&s vere handled by tho Yrui-
ericksburg end Spotsylwvinia County Vattleficlu [eporlel Asmceiation; 'r.
Sidney L. Hecott, its Iresident, was in cherge «f arrangements. oivic
organigations, the Chamber of Commerce, and the City Couneil cocporated,

FPreeident Calvin Ceolddge, Jus ¢ " doar J, fdch,
Lovernor bBarry uyrd 41J Cenator Swanson ull wide addrosses.
presided over by Usnoressman 5, Ubis 1, ook place at tbe Homnoticld

Hzll Ceuntry Club (ol; Smithficld catote, pow ‘(71t0 Freiericksburg lountry
Club), on ihe Fredcricksburg RBattlefield, sontl of towvm. Accompanying the
President and l'rs. Coclidge from Washington this beautiful aubwm day were
‘enator and lirs, Claude A, Swanscn and a retinue of officers, newspapermon,
and newsreel photographers. Offiecials of t~ Eattlefiald Fark Association,
members of the Commicsion, Mayor J. Carnett N and City officlals met
the train. The loecal Iaticnal Cuard outilt Ralbtery FoJAlth Figld c%<17
fired the traditional twenty-one 'un selute with ite 75%s when the
rived at ;‘5, raliey and bLlie Elk's land nlugo' ”To the Colora',. g
tien repaired to autorchiles, p¢rudcd up tarceline north to {,ullh, then 1t¢\
to Irincess anne, and then left and down that atreet to the Country Club.
The cderot is near the south end of town., This procecsion through the flag
bedecked and decorated streets was made to honor the Iresident and rive the
populace & look at him, -

'; "coli?gfe spoke ab sore lensth of Lie contribaot)
birth and development of i
Gdvil var, which m‘wnlta&
ort.ant "‘*1<J. is sround Fredericksburg. e polnt
passing of lr. Hland's bill by Cengress as an exsmple of the foet that x
cilistion between the ccetions was becondiis connlete, The early iniw .4
errlete, through no eone's partiecular feuli, 2ll of renkind's ~olins bedns

the gres

hard won, "The cuestion of universel freedom and of whether the Conobitu-
ticn provided a tew;or&ry confederation or & perponent undon wore sure Lo
arise, Thei ecision involved & most terrible wnd ayralliy T

i
the

N reanon why e o
Immortal valor wido
4

hat cub of o oo oo

'...2.

rost eontending forecs. "he ma
cment 10 comnemorate the deeds of
fields is ‘ﬂ@cnu"c‘ wa 1l P &live
country has been greatly hlesse

twe

e peeovery of the Jouth, he followed up Ly cwying, 7%
day, however, ot to mark a loeal or scet onal oceasion. It io to nark
national occasior. “he rreat deeds which we huve rceealled as enon the ;1
ies of ihis Commonwealth were national deeds., The great guest ons whieh vere
at issue on these baitle fields were nabicnal questions. (b of the decision
to vhich ther were finally broucht there hoo Y“een & covwron advantose ond a
comuon progress which hes accrued to the whole Nation "

2




The theme of the testing cof the Union is familiar, but
My, Coolidge's Yexplation” is a thoughtful Furitan concepl. .
These exercises dedicated an jdea, the beglhning of a project.
The tangible evidence was a bronze tablet, to be placed later at a suit- .,
able point in the park., It now stands, on rock, at the entrance to ice P
Urive, the first park road, Fredericksburg ttlefield and reads:

DEGICITED COTUDER 19, 1928
‘ (b bt |

CALVIN COLLINCGE

PRESIUVENT OF I
THE UHITED STATES

TO COMMINURATE
Til BEGINNING (F WORK ON TIE
FaidpnICKSBURG ARND SPOTHYLVARIA
RATICHAL BATTIZFIEIDS MEMORIAL, e
AUTHORIZED BY ACT OF CONGIESS e

Abt RUVED FEBRUARY 1%, 1927,
AND FYBRACING THE BATTIEFIVLDS g
oF

FUO LI RICKIBURG  SrOTSTLVANIA
THE LILDLRNESS CHANCELIONSGVILLE
SALEM CHURCIH,

CH THBIE TIELDS MOUE THAN «RE BUR 20D THGUSAND
HEN FELL IN BATTIE

FRECTYD BY THE NATICHAL BATTIFIVID
FiRK ASDOCIATION
OF
Fia BERICKSBURG AND SPOTOYTVANIA

Judge itich rade the address of prescntation. e spoke of the
wonder of war's bitierneas having turned tc affection. "The era of good
feeling has been brought about, not by ignoring the causes of the strife,
but rather by studying them. Thus, each has been able to get the point
of view, and tc appreciate the sincerity of the other, The South has
come to know the firm belief of the Morth in the solidarity of the Naticn,
and the Horth has come to understand the ardent bellef of the Jouth in the
right of self-govermment which it inherited in full viger from our commeon




ftevolutionary ancestors, It would be futile and wonld contlimme the breach
if elther tried to convince the other of the entire righteousness of itis
cause, but we should try to view the causes and the cenflict each with the
eyes of the other,”

He praised lee end the fouthern people and sketched the hrilliant
ections of lee's lieutenants Jacksoen and “tuart, saying that anybedy who
studled the war would easily realize why the Couthormérs enshrined their
heroes, These roble nen were not merely o:therners, they were Americans;
their wemories should he shared in pride and reverence by lortherners,

#iut the rission of these battleflelds will not be completely

fulfilled if they merely give to Northerners an understanding of the Jcuthe

ern point of view, In some way, there nust come to the fovth a fuller
knowledge of the point of view of the MNorth."

He went on to extol Lincoeln as the enbodivent of the true spirii
of the Lorth, and concluded by saying:

“ind in presenting this tablet, may I ald that today we dedicate
these fields in momory of the gallant men, who, whether fighting for State
or Nation, were equally snimated by exalted patriotism, e dedicate them,
not in glerification of war, but in recognition of these sublime qualities
which grow cut of sacrifice,

“iut we do more than to dedicate these fields in memory of things
which have passed, "e consecrate them, in the spirit of fiobert ¥, lee and
of Abpaham Lincoln, to a more perfect understending between the Touth end
the North, and to an abundant increase in brotherly love."

Lenator ‘wanson, alsc developing the theme of unity, menticned
prominent generals of both sldes and quoted Chakespeare's lines from Act 1,
Zeene 1, King Henry IV, Part Firsts

"lio more the thirsty entrance of this soil
hall daub her lipes with her own children's blood;
lo wore shall trenching war channel her fields,
Hor bruise her flowers with the armed hoofs
:f hostile paces: those opposed eyes,
which, like the meteors of a troubled heaven,
A1l of one nature, of one substace bred,

Did lately meot in the intestine shock
‘nd furicus close of civil butchery

Shall now, in mutual well-be-seeming ranke,
Karch all one way and be »o more opposed
Against acquaintance, kindied and allies:

The edge of war, like an ill-sheathed knife,

Ko more shall cut his master."”
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he cerencnies were followed by @ hanouet that night at the
¥lk's Home, [Yo——

In introducing the President at the Country Club, lr, Bland
called the occasion momentous, "Our dream of decades is coming true, sz 3

and out of the mists of vanished years, there begins to gather the cut- !
line of a fitting remorial ., . "
(Fredericksburg Free Lance-"tar, Iriday, Oct. 19, 1928 for
stery of celebraticn end texts of speeches. /lso privately printed
ebridgment of Rich's ~ speech in brochure form). Sy
Under Hobson's and hie succecscr lioss's direction, survey -
work and land negotiations helped fill in the outline, T
A11 tlie work of the past led to a surer status with the passage
of time, showing cunrulative results under the leadership of Colonel ' il-
bourn. The research achievements of Captain A. D, Bruce, Major John
¥eDonald, and other afficers of the /rmy "ar College supplemented the work
of Captain Jeffry lcntague, the first resident historian., Surveying of —
all fields accelerated, along with land purchases; and the road construc- e E
tion program, including placement of temperary historieal warkers, began, o
e

Another barner day came lovember 11, 1931, when the first park
read, later nemed Lee Drive, was officially opened., Vany doubting Thomas
Fredericksburgers had complained that a road would never be built. The
day of the opening, the local paper's editorial haprily stated that the
new road and cocntracts for other park roads refuted those doubters,

(Free lance-Star, Thureday, Nov. 12, 1931). A

At the dedication, held on lece's !iill, Fredericksburg Battle-
field, neor the park entrance, lt, Col, larl lMcFarland, office of the
Assistant Secretary of Ver, represented the lvar Department and made the
main address, lr. loore spoke both for the Commission and for the Gover-
nor of Virginia. lNre. Bland, who never lost interest in the park, also
spoke, A barbecue followed on the grounds of Drompton, the historic
Marye House.

Amongst the special guests were C. I's Curtwright, 80, & Unlon
veteran reslding in Spotsylvaniaj Captain Henry ., Comey, 91, of Lanvers,
Massachusetts, a Union veteran and a membor of the Petersburg tational
Military Perk Commirciony Thomas F. Froctor, 93, of the 30th Virginia;
John Musselman, 87, of the 2nd Virginia; . C, Hart, 88, of the 34th Vir-
ginia, The ilree Confederate vetersns all lived in Fredericksburg, =

- The ceremonies had been orgenized »7 the Bowen-Franklin-Knox
Post No, 55, American legion, Chas. A. Carmichoel, Fost Comnmander, Rev,
. Vo Lancaster, Chairman, Reception Comrittee.(Wor Dept. F'iles and Trede
¢ricksburg Free lance-itar, Thursday, lov. 12, 1931).




-
This event lacked a president of the United Btates., Iindeed,

President Moover had been invited but had declined, writing that in NE————

ordinary times he would have been delighted to attend; his responsibili-

ties, however, so weighed upon him that he accepted no aprointments not L

directly connccted with the work in hand, (Hoover letier to Clem, Au~ e

gust 28, 1931, War Dept. files). The work in hand, it will be rerenbeored,
wag the Great Depression,

Those citizens who had doubtsd the park's success did not under-
stend the inevitable slow-going, even in the beot of times, of s.uch & ven-
ture., A grave problem from the very begimning had been the high price
asked for land, The local paper, however, contimied a friendly backer of
the movement., Many prominent citizens followed suit., The Battleficld -
Park hssociation alweys worked hard, end at the period cf the road open- ¥
ing there was & spceiel committee called The Battlefields FPark Citizens
Com-ittee, composed of Hon..J. M. H, Willis, Mayor of the town, Chairran,
Dy, Sidney L, Scott, L. J. Housten, Jr,, John Kimman, H, C, Swanscon, and
Mrs, Garl Melchers., lMr. Houston was and still (19555 is City lanagerot
¥rs, Kelchers, wife of the fazous artist who had settled at Falmouth,
across the river, would be the adviser on aestheticsj while the others, bt o
business and professional men, stood for the world of practiecal affairs,

In the early part of 1932, road work went on at Wilderness and oo
Chancellorsville and land purchases in the Spotsylvania areo, Corne of
the Spotsylvania people were quite ccoperative, elther giving the land
or accepting the Covernment's price. lr, Houston assisted the lend ac-
cquisition program by acting as an intermediary, adjusting differences and
reconciling points of view. (Free lance~Ctar, Mapeh 71, 19372).

(loom, however, settled cover the Comrission with the continue B
ing onslaught of the Depression. Fear of no future money intensificd the
despair of not getting the money's worth of that already set aside., The e

high value placed on certain lands in Chancellorsville and the 'ilderness
by & Federal Court of Condemnation caused Wilbourn to sayi

"The Cormlission's efforts have beoen balked at the funken ‘oad,
frustrated ecmpletely at Salem Church, heavily limpeded at Chancellorsville,
und the prospect cf reasonable acquisitions around Spotsvlvania are (sic)
black indeed.” (Ibid., April 30, 1932). It sounds like a pararhrase
of & more than usuelly frank Union official report during the Civil iar,

The future of the park seemed truly doubtful that swmer., The
appropriation for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1933 amounted to only
914,700, after reductions by the House Appropriations Committee of the
already small Budget Durcau figure. (Ibid., May 5, 1932).

% Retired late 1955.




Cne bright ray in the fog cof despondency cheered everybody
somewhat, lr. Edward T, Stuart and his wife lary R. Stuart donated a
fraction under four acres of land, the Eloody ingle, at Cpotsylvania.
The historical importence of the small tract outweighed its size,
lr. Stuart had purchased this and adjoining acreage for the purpose
of preservation, (Ibid,,May 19, 1932.The deed was written later.)

Meanwhile, more woad work begen at Chancellorsville and a
start was made on the Spotsylvania road systom. Husbanding of noney
plus the fact that scre of the land purchascs turned out well made
this possible,

At the end of July, 1932, the Park hud since its inception
socquired 2,164 acres, grubbed, cleared and trimmed 307 aores, graded
and surfaced 5.30 miles of roads, graded but not surfaced 8,36 miles
of roads, grading underway 8.23 miles, and roads contracted for 21.89
miles., The total expenditure to date was '330,970.00. Surveys for
the entire project were complete and plans prepared for all roadweys,
Plans called for a total of 39.27 miles of roads, Thirty temporary
narrative signs had been erected on the Fredericksburg Battlefield and
texts had been prepared for markers at Chancellorsville. ODuring the
past year, besides the Commissioners and Capt. Montague, a2bout a dozen
skilled people and some 167 commen lohorers peid from £1,25 to 24,80
a day were employed. This forece was now reduced %o seven people, not
counging the Oommissioners and Montague, (Ibid., Thursday, July 28,
1932).

Veshington's proposed appropriatlion for the T'iscdl Year end-
ing July, 1934, a mere 314,000, called forth a most despondent editorial
in the local paper at 1932's end. (Ibid., lecember 6, 1932), An equally
sorrowful news item announced that Fresident loover plarmed, under his
reorganigation program, to transfer the Purk from the War Department to
the Department of the Interior. Public opinion felt that this battle
memorial was "not intended as a recrcational park®.
1932). This news hit the town on the seventieth anniversary of the looi-
ing of Fredericksburg, a coincidence which the local paper ignored.

The transfer came the next spring, by President Franklin ',
Roosevelt's Ixecutive Order No, 6166, dated June 10, 1933. Thereafter
the inflow of Federal money from the "lNew Deal's" relief measures slow-
1y refreshed the starving parky after a time, more men than ever hefore
were at work, nourished by what Al Smith called "alphabet soup”, includ-
ing ECW 2Emergency Conservation Vork), CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps),
and CWa (Civil Vorks Administration) programs, with the added ingredients
of P,E.RA, (Federal Imergency Relief Administration), W.P.A, (Vorks Prog-
ress Administration), and P,W.A, (Public Works Administration), In 1933,
there was one CCC Camp, Willlam Key Foward, Superintendent, at Spotsyl-
vania, ILater there were camps at Chancellersville and ¥Wilderness slso.

(Ibid., NDecerber 17, ©
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Actual park transfer, however, did not irmediately occur, ﬁ ———
resulting in & summer of vague cross-purposes, The young Historical i
Technician George A, Palmer, working under the llational Fark Jervice's - '
Chief Historian Verne E, Chatelain, came to Fredericksburg June 20, [ | Bl
1933, but Col. Wilbourn retained authority until August. uupnrintcnucnt
Philip Hough of Ceorge lashington Birthplace National Yonument then super-
vised the Fredericksburg work with Palmer in irmediate charge. Palmer
remzined the local representative until sent, July, 1934, to the Statue |
cf Liberty National Monument.

The /Army naturally resented the park transfer, and a citizenry
nearly always takes the side of an incumbent. All representatives of
various factions and the two departments behaved well, however, and time ¥
made it evident that the National Park Cervice would not alter the sacred
spirit of the criginal plans, Time has also proved that civilian schol-
ars have interpreted the area well, in nc wise impairing its use by mili-
tary students, while furthering both knowledge and patriotism by giving
a wider use to the general public, Colonel 'Wilbourn and Captain Fontague,

whose scholarship and integrity are well remembered, have since revisited | e i
the area and expressed satisfaction with the National Park Service's de- '
velopment ,

: the P
Historical Technician Branch Spalding, trensferred fron/Feters-
burg area, succeeded Palmer, After his designation as Acting Superin-
tendent, October 15, 1934, the Park became independent of VWashington's
Birthplace. He was appointed Superintendent, Aupust 6, 1935. March 16,
1936 he took up the duties of Ccordinating Cuperintendent of the Civil
Jar areas in Virginia, with headquarters at Fredericksburg., These lla- b e
ticnal Fark Cervice areas ultimately included Fredericksburg, laznassas, "
Iichmond, Petersburg, and Appomattox (N.P.5. files).

Before the construction of the Museum and Headquarters Build-
ing, the Park still rented office space on Princess Anne Street, A small
City owned frame building, called the Contact Station, placed on the banks
of the power canal on upper Princess Amne Street (U, 8. Highway 1) served
for a tourist information center, The T, C. W, staff, CCC enrollees, and
local F,E.R.A. guldes manned this station. They gave cut information and
accompanied visitors over the fields., ILater, park visitors' information
stations were built on each of the four battlefields; CCC guides kept these
places open., The stations were completed by the end of 1935. The City
tation continued in use for scmetime after the building of the Yuseun,

 In the way of physical development, roads already begun were
completed and surfaced, and stone bridges and culverts buillt. sych de-
velopments, along with the accomplishments of T, Sutton Jett's historical
program, made visits to the park increasingly worthwhile,
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A major lundscaping pregran bsgan. To Judge fros repstition
of the phrase, "sveding and sodding® svemsd Lo be the batbleery, but
trees teo recelved thelr share of attentlon, being cut hers for histor-
icnl pupuses and planted there for nestheble effect, e

{n the morning of Arsistice lay, Nevember 11, 1934, st the B
Bloody dngle Canmp, Spotsylvania, Febert C. Fechper, Ulrector of the UG, S
adéressed the first park gathering wnder the segle cf the Natlonal Yark
Service, Afterncon exercises featured thoe burdal in the Habionel Ceonte
tery, Fredericksburg, of eix Federal soldlevs dug vp during pork work,
A debachment of Varinos and the Verine fand from (uantieo nasisted the
Amaviean Legicn in these coremenies. Arong the epeckers here was lr,llere
ry Delgrano, Nsticral Commander of the iueriean legion. (Harrative lew
port, Superintendent Spalding).

The ysar 1935 brought Janusry and Februsry snowstorms end a v
low tewperature ¢f twelve below gero (January 28), Twentyw-four inches
of enow and rein Pell during the wmonth of Jamanry, Hany trees, some
newly planted, died or were swverely damaped, Hildlife guf'lered tuo,
in office jcke of the prriod was Camp Superintendent “11ldam ¥, Hewnpd's
remark thut 1 scen a rabhit® world serve as & typlesl wildiife report
by landscepe Foremsn Fred W, foblnsen, Jr. There wes & great deal to
report on the sad plisWt of wildlife that winter, (ioward's canard was
nob based en any actual bed grarwmar of the wellw-spoken Hebinson, but R
rather on the alleged naivete of his wildiife oboervetions,. ‘obinsom F
is row & natural gas executive.)

& project previously consddered by the Comcission received
attention during this yesr, the route used by Stenewall Jackeon in his
famcus Chancellorsville flank atback. lotlsnal Fari Service research
lined out the route and the Battlefield Park Assoclation approached e
property owners about donations., “ithin the next severel years the
lande were sequired and road rebullt, It is a festure of the park for
serious visdtors. An impertant plece of land past which Jacksen's troops
sagched, the Haury Dirthsite, was acecpled by donstion from Judge Alvin 7.
fmbyey, an oldiire friond of the Park's, In 1938, Matthow Fontaine lMawry,
the Fathfinder of the Soas, was tne of /inerica's prestest sclentinste, lis
briek birthplace, a landmerkt in the hatble, no lenger stands,

interdng on the fab yeers, after the bad tines of the Uepreupe
ion, the Park sow many activities that wore out cout in the retrenchment
of the 1540%'%. A wildflower preserve honoring Jackzon at the site of
hies mortal wounding, though cutside the proevinee of historiecal arecas
in wy striet definition, served & good purpose st the tlme, The inber
and qualified technicians were available, and it all sounded good in the
newspepers, & were lasting contributien, alse ocutelde the more siudy of
the Civil VWar, was the work of Architect “tuart ¥, Barhedte and Hictopian
e ¥Fo lovthington, Jre on the Blatords icerican Puildings fwrwvey, ata
ere filed et the Tdbwary of Congress,
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Cne trouble with wildflower preserves is the conatont nced
of upkeep. OSigns deteriorate, but that is not half os bad as the hablt
plants have of coming up in improper jurtaposition to the markers. Vany
flowers either die or jump to new places. The CCC boys did not help
much by getting creosote on the plants instead of the puard rails and
rustic bridges. Historical Techniclan laleigh Taylor and an assistant
were once greatly mortified by the dearth of flora vwhen ¥r. Fercy T.
Ricker brought a group of wildflower enthusiasts down from "achirston,
A11 turned out well, howeverjy one of the rorty found a very rare (un-
marked)blade of grass, They genuflected, poering at the rarity., &
nearsighted member secmed about to follow the erample of lebuchadnezzar.
Later they were taken to & spot off park property on the illver toad near
Banks' Ford, where flora abounded. They returned to hashington harpy,
full of praise for the Natlonal Park lervice., ¥r. icker, a Department
of Aigriculture expert on grain deseases, interecsted in this park since
1928, seemed to enjoy visiting the area.

"Of special interest during Yay," rerorted the fuperintendent
in 1935, "was the Chancellorsville Battle Celebration on the second day
of the month. in this occasien Dr. Douglas 5, Freeman, author of tie
nmonumental work, R. I. Lee, addressed a crowd of 30,000 spectators on
the battle of Chancellorsville, immediately proceding the reenactment
ef the batile by the 5th U. U. Marines, vepresenting the Federal forces,
and the cadet corps of the Virginia Military Institute, representing
the Confederate forces, while the 3rd U, =. Cavalry performed functions
assumed by the Cavalry unite of both sides when this battle took nlace
on Fay 2, 1863, iccording to comments an &ll sides, the celebration wus
thoroughly & success, from the standpoint of education, memorislizaticn,
end park publicitye. « « »

"on the occasion of the celebraticn, the park was honored by
the presence of Ulrector Arnmo B. Carmerer; ‘on. George U. Peery, lover-
nor of Virginia; Hon, R, Yaltun ¥oore, Chairman of the Fark Commissiong
Hon, James A. Sermerville, Park Commizaicner; Hon, Frederic 4. Delane,
representing resident Roosevelt; and other distinguished men." (Cupt.
Spalding's Narrative report for May, 1935, N. .. Files).

Ceveral Uivil Var veterans attended and also lrs. ‘ue Ghancel
lor, whe had boen in the Chancellor House during the battle. (he
the widow of her couosin Ves Chancellor, (onfederate scout arnd esrly pork
procoter.

For nationwide publieity and cducetion of the erowd prezent
this Chancellorsville Battle Reenactiient outranks all park celebrations
ever held here, DUr. Freeman's masterly presentation, using drau htsvan
eil C. ("Tex") Coodman's specially made large scale maps, infused with
vivid scholarship the gisantic sham batile, which itself followed the
dictates of historical rescarch, long snd hard work by all the staff

went into this event, which was sponsored by the Fredericksburg National
Battlefield Fark Association. ; o
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Since this is a history of the Frederlkksburg orea only, even
though Fredericksburg ccordinated the other Virginia battlefleld parks,
other park ammals are not herein recorded, Une example of the work of
the coordinating office might be mentioned, however, in the case of the
reenactments of the Batile of First Manassas, July 21, 1936 and the Crater siations
at Petersburg, April 30, 1937. This office contributed to the success of
those events, and they were fully as successful as Chancellorsville. Dr.
Freeman gave the narrative address at all these sham battles,

Routine work secmed almost anti-climactiec after the (' ancsllors-
ville affeir, All phases of development, however, were efficiently puche~
ed, including the new features of foot trails and pienic areas, Of the
foot treils, Superintendent Spalding wrote, "These features constitute
valuable additions to the park, providing as they do net only significent '
historical strolls, but beautiful woodlsnd walks,." (Monthly report, June, '
1935, p. 6). Subsequent experience proved that the foot trail progrem was
overly ambitious, Upkeep became cnerous even with abundant CCC persomnel,
and the general public showed an unwillingness to walk. The trails were
gradually allowed to deteriorate. A need for making certain points acces-
sible to serious students has indicated the reopening of important trench
lines. Future plamning involves a smaller, more closely-knit foot trail
system,
The Park had a bridle trail tco, Nemed in honor of Federal Gen- ¥
eral Msade, it followed trenches and positions not made accessible by the
Iee Drive, Fredericksburg Battlefield., A riding stable just off park prop-
erty furnished the horses. Natienal Park Service Director Cammerer and
other dignitaries and the local staff officially opened this trail by a
short ride along it, Cctober 24, 1936, The stable did fairly well as long
as the local college subsidized it for riding classes, but later falled, 0 & g
The trail is not now maintained, fer %o

The justification for pienie areas, established on all the four '
battlefields, was convenience for park visitors touring the fields, The
fact that these spote might be largely used by local pecple for purely rec-
reational reasons certainly occurred to park authorities, Recreation, how-
ever, was then a rallying ory. Park thinking and park publicity were gesr-
ed to the CCC program, whemce came the money, or a lot of it, In the war
years the park abandcned all picnic areas permanently except the ones cn
Lee Drive, Fredericksburg Battlefield, These have become so much a part of
the local picture that abolishment would be difficult, Visitors and students
of the fields do lunch at these, but the greatest utilization is by locul
picnickners, OSuch recreation in an historical park, though not nccessarily
undesirable, can create more work and problems,
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The Faric imuseum and Headguarters begun fusust 1935 wag fin-
ished in 1936.

[0 NS Ve

Along with the virtual ccmpletion of the road aystem, final
topping and ditching, the starting of the nuseum bullding, and the conyle~ L
tion of the field stations, came the first use of park informaticnal bro- r
chures. ~ingle shuet informational maps were superseded in 1935 by o siy-
teen page, counting covers, booklet, text by the loeal stalf, mars by "Tox™
Goodman. Having separate maps for each battle, this booklet was in gore
waye cuperlor to anything of the sort to date. This was but one evidence
of the good work accomplished by the historical staff, including erticles
in magazines, numerous press releases, erection of more narrative rarkers G
and outdoor maps, and routine research and field trips for educaticnal and
development purroses,

From the very begimming, the National Park people did their
utmost to cooperate with all other local historieal azgoclations., reder-
lcksburg is en unusual park area, like Colonial Naticonal Historical lark,
in trat it 18 by no means the only neighborhood attraction. lere we hove
numercus historic houses, six of which operate as museums, The lational I
Furk Service staff hes always thought of the battlefield areca as part of Sy
an historical whole, not a competing pitch, and consistently mentions other s ¥
attractions to park visitors. Not cnly this, but the park has attempted ey TR
to do its bit in interesting the loecality's general citizen, who should f
he sble to answer z tourist's simple guestions, Therefore the staflf has
always helped the Chamber of Commerce in educational attewmpts. (ne such
school for citizens wes held in October, 1935. The diffieultlea of rouch-
ing the ideal are swmed up in an "operation a success, but the paticnt
dled" sort ¢f sentence in the Superintendent's Monthly Narrative report: ,

->— "The school was a success, except that it was not attended by the i
people for whom it was designedj the employces of restaurants, filling
stations, hotels, drug stores, ete," (Rerort for October, 1935, NP3 files),

The backing of prominent ecitizens, however, continued strong.
¥re 'y ' Chichester was now Executive Cecrotary of the redericksburg
Battlefield Park Association. In March 1936, he and Spalding assisted a
group of Urange County Citizens form a similar essoclation for the puryocc
of acquiring land embracing earthworks in the Mine "un area for donation
to the Fredericksburg park. Mr. D. H. Davidson, then Superintendent of
Crenge Schools, was particularly interested in this work. The land was
never acquired, but at least new friends for historical preservation werc
recruited. (Cecordinating Zuperintendent's lHeport, N.P.,o, Files).

- Fredericksburg Park Association members sre listed elsewhcre,
A group also worthy of mention, including most of the Assoclation pecple,

was the lational Park Service Committee of the Chamber of Cormerce, .8 R

constituted Jamuery 29, 1936, these men were: ©Ur, 5, L. Scott, A. T. Lind- T
strom, Dranch Zpalding, F. I'e Chichester, Leland flowe, J. F. lowe, Jr.,
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Capt. &. M.Harrigon, U. B. Geolrick, C. ¢'Conor foolriek, B, T. Fitts,

L. Jo Houston, Jr. (Letter of itay Hall, Chamber of Commerce Uecretary,

in Battlefield Park Association and Commission folder, H.P.5. files),
snother active friend of the paric of that peried was the late Mr.James G,
Harriscn, of the ichmond, Fredericksburg end Potomac ilailroad,

The Park Commission, then composed of Fon, 7. Walten loore
and Hon. James A, Commerville, still existed, though not taking the uctive
part of older days. The Commlssion, X¥I'5 Lirector Cammerer, and other park
officials inspected the area June 19, 1936, (icting luperintendent Howard's
ieport for June, 1936, N.F.5. files),

An incident of April 1936, involving no fanfare, the move inte
the new Yugeun and Administration Building, was really one of the most im-
portant events in the history of the park, This handsome Public iorkse
structure (P.W.A,), bullt to look like & house which could have been stand-
ing in Fredericksburg abt the time of the Civil War, invariably makes & pgood
impression on visitors. Thereafter, for the next three years Asmsistant land-
acape Architect liobert P, Jtevena' CCC erews planted the grounds with native
trees, boxwood and other oldtime shrubs. The planting has flourished. The
boxwood and holly delizht many visitors totally unfamiliar with either, A
perk, or any similar institution, sheould certainly further branches of selence
cther than its own wherever possible without dispropertionate emphasis, lere
is an example where botony supplements history at no cost to the Jivil .ap
8&017 s

‘ Juring the perdlods of Spalding's absence on coordinating busine
ess, CCC Cemp Superintendent Howard acted as pork superintendent, Fron Tep
tember of 1936 to February 9, 1938, Superintendent ipalding commuted to | ash
ington, performing the duties of Acting Assistaont Uirector, Branch of iise
torie Sites and Bulldings,

The landscaping of the Fark Headquarters gradually improved out-
side appearences., Indcors, the historians and draughtsmen worked on the
placerment of musews exhiblits, assisted and advised by the Museum Division,
felic displays and Draughteman John Hoggan's and CCC Inrellee Albert Cann-
bell's art work gradually f£illed the bare walls during 1936 and 1937.

{n March 17, 1937, the Diorama of Vartorn Fredericksburg ar-
rived frem the “ashington Museum Laboratory. Acting Chief of the fuseunm
Jdlvision Ned Jo Burns and several associntes installed 1t the next day,
Prank G, Urban had done the modelling and the late Lee VWarthen the paint-
ing in the making of this deviece, Weny excellent dloramas were exccuted
under the supervision of Ned Burns, whose early death, like that of ‘arthen,
marked 8 great loss to the maseum field., Hurns' successor and former sub-
ordinate Halph lewis has kept the Hatlonal Park Service Museum Division one
of the best such organizations in the country, From the day of its instal-
lation, the Fredericksburg Diorama has excited the wonder and admiration
of park visitors, be they children or adults, literate cor illiterate, ama-
teur connolsseurs cr professional artists,
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The intericr walls vere covered nct only with exhibhits
for the visitor, but also with those tocls of the trade books. in
excellent Civil Ver library, so indispernsable to any research or edu-
cational program, grew rapidly under the supervisicn of Pranch Spalde
ing, Only a tiny sum has ever been available for purchase of bocks.
To beg, borrow or steal is about the only way to supplement this. The
rerk did net borrow or steal, but bezped snd traded to good effect.

Varicus institutional libvraries cooperated in the trading
of cduplicates, and indlviduals donated bocks. To mention donore would
be invidicus, for they are meny, Taking that risk, however, one might
cite "Hiss Annde" Srith (Mrs. He H. Gmith) and Miss Vieginia Carmicheel
emong leoal people and £, T, Stuart of rhiladelphia and Fred ¥. Uross
of “outh lioyalston, liassachusetts. !r. Cross, Military Archivist of
Vassachusetts, studied the Civil Var throughout his long 1life, knowing
many of its prominent figures in his youth, ard was a friend of this
park since its beginning. A small cheorful stout man of old Hew ing-
land stock, he .revered iis forebears who had saved the Union, yet loved
Virginia and the Virginians and apprecicted the Southern point of view.
Hot cnly did the interest of this happy scholar inspire the park people,
it also introduced the ares to others., Ilils enthusiasm reached many 'lew
Inglandere by word of mouth and in the public press, FHe died, aged 81,
at his old homestead in South Royalsten, Harch 8, 1950.

An important real estate acquisition of the 1930's was the
house where Jackson dled. Awey back in /April of 1929, the Jackvon hrince
had been offered by its owmers the iidchmond, Fredericksburg and iotoroe
failroad to the Fark, (Commission Meeting of April 1, 1929, linutes,
Var Department files). It was accepted by the lational Fark Cervice,
1937. In this frame cottage, an cutbuilding or "office", on the Chand=
ler plantation, "Feirfield", Cuinea, Virginia, Thomas Jonathan (" tone-
wall") Jackson died of pnewscnia, Fay 10, 1263, after his wounding by
the mistaken fire of his own men at Chancellorsville, May 2, 1863, “any
Southerners felt that the loss of Jackscn, so brilliant ard able, deoomed
the Confederate cause,

The railroad's first acquicition of the property and a small
acrezze began in 1909, (For deeds, etc., sce Jackson ‘hrine file,
files., Among cther deeds cited there are Caroline County Deed Book 7%,
pre 43 and 4435 D.P. 79, pe 503 DBe 80, p.l45; D.Be 90, p. 100.) ive
cenfusing legal history of this land caused some delay in acceptence
by the United Ctztes. 4 very important early deed will be found in Caro-
line County Deed Book 45, page 1, Uet, 14, 1845, Idward C, Thornton, exe-
cutor of John Thornton, to Thomas C. Chandler, John Thornton had died
in September IBAL‘posseaaed of Fairfield, 7534 acres, plus 92 purchased
by him, FHis will of Dee, 30, 1840 16ft the land to his wife *ildred %,
Thornton for life, to be sold at her death and the meney to be divided
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between the children, “he dled June 10,

1845,
excepted the half acre family burying pround,
show a detailed rlot of Tairfield, mansion house, etc,
deed book for Thornton genealogy).

The sele to Chandler
Fages 4, - 5 of thisz book
“es pe 52, same

. Eppa Hunton, Jr., president of the road, restored the house
in 1927. It was dedicated, Cctober 12, 1728, A !dchmend delegntion
cane te Fredericksburg, and the Jackson lonunent, tUhancellorsvill

the general fell, was visited before tl:ie ‘hirine exercises, 14 :
speakers at the “lirine on that oceasion were lir, Huntony Dr, Stuart o-
Gulre, son of Jackscn's Medical Director Ur, Hunter licGulires Mrs, ¥, 0,
%illds, Jr,., president of the Fredericksburg Chapter of the Unilecd
Daughters of the Confederacy; and Cawald Camp of the Battlefield ior:
Comminsion staff, !unton declared that the late Villiam H, “hite, pro-
sident ef the road in 1909, had bought the place te preserve it, on his
own initiative, and was prepared to keep it if the compeny had rol been
interested. The company, however, ever mindful of its own pert in tle
“ar, was hapry te take over, ir. “hite had been & V.Ii.1, cadet ot 1o
Battle of llew lVarket. (Uredericksburg, Va., Free lance~Star, ‘at, (ct,
13, 1928, pp. 1 & 2),

The latiecnal Fark Jervice ofliclally accepted the Jackson ‘hrine
October 23, 1937. Teking part in the ceremonies were: the Honorable T,
Walteon Moore, Assistant Secretary of Utate; the Honorable Charles ‘est,
Acting Zecretary of the Interiors Dr, llouglas Southall Freeman, ‘‘ichiond
historian and editer; !, Horman Call, Fresident of the T. Fe & V', ip the
Honorable C. U'Conor Ceolrick and Yr, Frank Chichester, of the redericks-
burg Battlefield Park fssociationy and varicus offlcials of the lational
Park Service., Mr. Moore represented the local Park Commission,

A public reception at the [ useum began the day. Or. Freeman
then addressed the crowd at the Biycuac loint, last meeting place of Ioe
and Jackson, on the Chancellorsville field. Two cedar trecg memorializ-
ing lce and Jackson were here planted, marked by a bronze plecus denatod
by the Fark Staff. (I'cotnotet A minor truth of history is the faoct th
Ralph Happel, designated collector of the fund by the Superintendent, :;id
most cf the plaque bill; they also serve who cannot colleet). From uiown
cellorsville the procession followed the route, mere or less, alons which
the wounded Jackson was taken to Cuinea Station. The last of the core-
monies occurred at the “hrine,

The careteker's house near the
retired railroad employee,
the Shrine,

hrine was the residence of a
He received a pension regardless of work at
This men remained until 1940,

Another distinguished visitor came to the purk that fall of

1937, The Director of the Civilian Conservation Corps, !r. fobert Tech-

ner, wvho had always seemed to take a particular interest in this arca,
dined, Thanksgiving Iay,

November 25, 1937, at the iilderness CCC Cawp.
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Mrs, Fechner and a party from . {. accompanied him. lMayor i, Farshall

King and Mr, Frank Chichester, Chairman of the Pattlefleld Turk Assocla-

tion, represented the City of Fredericksburg, Having noldea that he would PU—
accept twice in a row, the camp men tendered no invitation the next yeur -
until ¥r. Fechner hinted through channels that he would be pleased Lo cone s
back. The staff lost no time asking him. The pleasure he showed in being ot
at the “ilderness again, November 24, 1938, was a joy to 2ll, Dureaucrz

never spoiled thiz simple man.

In Fay of 1938 the CCC boys began excavations for cellar and
foundations of a superintendent's residence on the Iredericishurg Datile-
field. N —

lew techniques of interpretation constantly added tc the velue G RN
of the park., The early outdoor semi=horizontal map at Hamilten's Crossing .
wes the perent of maps on all the fields, both at the stations ond along
the roeds. In June and July, 1938 combination map-markers, or trailiide
exnibite, were inaugurated at, respectively, iooker's right flenk, "lan-
cellorsville, and the lansdowne Valley, I'redericksburg. These vere verti-
¢al maps in the regular narrative marker standards, At Chancellorsville,
the map stood alcngside one narrative marker, At Fredericksburg, the map [ r——
was placed between two narrative markers. Maps are wldely used all over the | e
fields today. The excellent work of the late "Tex" Coodman and eolhers is gt
now carried cut by the artist Gidney S. King of Tignor, Virginia, who paints -
maps and signs for the park by contract.

The elegant and commodious Superinicndent's “esidence, conpleted
in the spring of 1939, though not contributing directly to the educational
program, augmented the value of the park plant.

A record of the year 1939 notes wany accomplishments, The his- L
toric Stonewall, Confederate defense in the Battles of Fredericksburg, wes T
reconstructed along the Sunken Road boundayry of the Museum grounds. in LT

original section still exdists up the road, off park property. DIoportant
clearing to restore the historical picture, Bloedy Aingle and Calient arsa,
Spotsylvania Court House took place. Negotiationms with citlzens of Pennsyl-
vania and liew Jersey for land dcnations were wmderway. A 32-page double
column bocklet "lanassas to Appomattox" siving the whole Virgiria Civil

War stery came off the press, This had been written by varicua technicians
in the Virginia nzticnal military parks and edited at Frederichsburg; the
Fredericksburg staff wrote most of the articles, Ralph Happel serving as
contributor and editor. Many people have stated that this brochure, includ=-
ing short articles on the War in the Fast and the War as a whole, furniches
a ccncise account not clsewhere found., It is now out of print, ihe his-
torian ficbert Selph Henry praised it highly in conversation here severcl
yeers ago. An article he particularly liked, The VWar as a Vhole, was written
by fisporian Iéward Steere.
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During March 1939, the City of Uredericksburg rurchascd a
small arms collecticn from Dr. ilalph Jobnson for this Park, Councllmen
George L. Hunterfs motion for purchase to the City Council passed withe
out a dessenting vote., Council members at that time were: C. !, Uowan, _
Be Ae Glbson, J. F. Gouldman, Jr., Ceorge L, Hunter, Jr., Denjamin 1. wwm T
Fitts, C. L. Rteid, &, Ge Heflin, ¥, Y. Liebenow, Simon Hirsh, w. A. i
MeGhee, C. T, Parcell, and A. R, Smithe Farcell was president of tre
Council. (Annual “eport of the City of irederickshurg, 1939).

oy

The hwuseum .dviaion representetives came down several $lroo
to advise in the display of these weapons and desicned cases for theu.
L0 boys did the work of cleaning the pleces under the supervision of
Junior Hessearch Technician Happel, who developed the exhibits with the
ald of "Tex" Coodman, former park draughtsman. By the epring of LU
the gun room, west wing of Fuseum, and the atudy collection in the base-
ment Relie Room were complete,

The ccld wintera of the '30'z camc to a elimax in Janusry,
1540, 4s Juperintendent Spalding wrote In his report for the nmonth,
“Twenty inches of enow and prolengcd sub-zere weather (lowest official
temperature 12° below zere) made this one of the most severe Januarys
in the history of this part of the country." Frotracted ccld continued
in February. (i 'iles).

May 1940 merked the dedicaticn of one hundred snd sixty-some .
acres of land in front of the Confederate salient, &potsylvania, include-
ing Hencock's lieadguarters the Landram fouse site, donated by the loval
legion, of Fhiladelphia, This land, the attack fileld of the Union drive
against the Sallent, would have ruined the effect of the park if adverse-
1y developed by private holders, Opoteylvania is now the only one cf the
four fields not liable to adverse develcpment, The lee Drive is getting
to be 8 mere access road to real estate subdivisions. Vvork on this . pote
sylvania project had begun in 1938, Un lovember 20, 1938, seven loyal
legion members visited the Park and were accompanied on & tour by lon. O,
G'Conor Goolrick of Fredericksburg, Superintendent Spalding, and lechni-
clan Heppel. These men were: *Mr, Is T. Jtuart, grandscn of the founder
of the U, O. Christian Commission, a Civil Yar rellef agency; iv. ‘worge
G. Meade, grandson of Ceneral lMeadejy Col, Sarmel P, Wetherill; !'vr, |aurd
i, Zloany ¥r. :dwin Jo Sellers; and Mr, Harrison Latta., They exanined
carefully the Landram tract which they later purchassed for the yur ose
cf donation to the park,

The Loyaul Legicon posts, not as numercus as formerly, hove ale
ways been strong in Thiladelphia, The loyal legion, founded by Union
officers, now comprises their descendents., Oince Vr. Stuert's prandfathep
was & civilian, however important a Civil Var figure, Mr. “tuart wes an
honorary rather than an actual masber,

% Col, William I. Forbes, Commander;
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For the formal tendering of the deed, May 11, 1940, two hundred gnd
fifty Fhiladelphians came down in a special train. The Battlefield Park Apuso-
ciation, sponsoring the exercises, arranged for transportation in Frederichks-
burgers! cars., The Museum and parts of the park were toured, but the main
event took place on the 3yotsylvania field, approximately eight hundrod peo-
ple being present, including Regional Uirecter ¥, li, Tilletson, Mational Fark
Service, Reglon Cnej Hon, James H, Price, Covernor of Virginla; Frig. Cen. &,
Gardner Waller, Adjutant Ceneral, Va, Hational Cuardy Col, Villiam Innes Fore
bes, Commander, Femnsylvania Commandery, 1llitary Order of the loyal legiong
other members of the loyal legion as listed previcusly; Yayor W. Varshall
King, Messrs. Chichester, Coolrick, and other prominent local people, The
Governor of Virginia, the Reglonal Director, Col. Forbes, and Rev. Joseph
Foote Newton of Philadelphia delivered addresses. (N.P.0, Superintendent's
reports and file on loyel legion).

¥r. Stuart's quiet Philadelphian hand had been in this deal 211
along. A banker who lived on the famous ™iain line", he well represented
the dignified and cordial citizen of Franklin's cultivated town. le enjoyed
tremping the battlefields and, indeed, was a Virginia Countryman too, becanuze
he had ouned land and hunted in Spotsylvania for years, He dled December 11,
1940, in his early sixtises, deeply mowrned by his Fredericksburg and Spotayl-
vania County friends.

The Landram tract gift included 2 substantial portion of Vr. Stuort's
own land. He had, we have noted, previously donated the Bloody Angle. lie
deeded by gift, Hovember 3, 1939, 21,06 acres to the loyal leglon on condition
thet the soclety donate this land to the park. The legion bought the zdjoin-
ing Hewkins tract (old lendram House site ond land; it wes all formerly Lon-
dram) of 144,79 acres and gave the two pleces, totaling 165.85 acres, to the
park, deed of lovember 22, 1939. At the time, the actual acreage was only
161,85, since Mr, Stuart had excepted four acres within his 21,06 gift., lie
and hie wife donated two acres of that exception to the park by deed of Au- ,
rust 7, 1940, Hls helrs donated the other two by deed of September 25, 1941. o
in.P.s. Drawings of Flat 23, Property of ¥. 7. Stuart, MMP-FS-6005 and Land ’
Purchased by loyal legion MMP-I'S-2075. Sec also Stuart and loyal legion dona-
tion files, HPS tilae%.

In recording the sucoess of the loyal legion Celebration, due cradit
should go to the City of Fredericksburg for its official cooperatiocn, the labe
Claude T, Farcell, being then President of the City Council, The lational
Park Service wag also cbliged to the Fredericksburg Battlefield Park Assccio-
tion, of which the late Frank !, Chichester, the park attorney, was Ixccutive
Chairmang other members were O, O'Conor Geolrick, prominent attorney and Vipr-
ginia politigal figure; L. J, Houston, Jr., City Managery C, Archer “mith,
businessman; Nay Hall, Chamber of Commerce Seeretary; Bernard Coleman, atiorney;
B. T. Pitts, businessman; Ray Hopkins, Virg.nia Fleetric and Power Co, execu-
tive; Josish P, Rowe, Jr., newspaper editor; Chester P. Coolrick, newspaperman
and later City official; A, H. Crismond, Spotsylvania County official; v, Mar-
shall King, attorney and mayor at the time; Ir, V. A, Harpls, physician, Two
members of the past had died within the two years previous to the celebration:
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Capte Go He Harrizson and Leland fowe,

The Landram tract cooperation represents the last official

group activity of the Association,

- Mr. O'Conor Goolrick, son of Judge John T. Goolrick of the
Preliminary Park Commission, helped in bringing about this land dona-
tion. His brother the late Chester Coulrick lent aid to any historil-
cal venture, and sc did the late Josiah liowe, Jr,.} lir. lowe's sons
Joslah I, Rowe, III and Charles now run the Free lance-Star and con-
tinue the good relations here between press and park. Thelr famllg,
including the late Leland Rowey has always been {riendly to this Park,

The very early years, before the establishment of the Fark, .
were years of hope end little elses Then came the years of promise,
with the preliminary act of Congress, The first actual park yeors
soon grew lean because of the lepression, The peried from 1933 to
1940, and this hits the Biblical number seven exsotly, consfitutes
the fat years. Uut more lean years, for Civilian agencies, anywuy,
in the ¥World War II peried, began about then., The Landram Celebra-
tion would be comparable to a happy family party just before the fir-
ing on Fort Sumter.

Two minor roads, virtually completed in 1940-1942, epitomize
the good work, ¢ften not so evident, of the Civillan Conservation Corps:
the Jackson Trail, Chancellorsville, and the Hancock Jivad, formerly cal-
led the Pobinson Truck Treil, Spetsylvania, The Jackson Trail had bown
in use for some time. It was now being properly aligned and surfaced,
Subsequent resurfacing and continual maintenance since then have kept VR e
it a very good all-weather gravel road. Though Lrmeasurably better
than the woodland traill of the 1860's, its lack of hardsurfacing still 1
glves it an old look. The opportunity to recreate the mood of the bat- jeeman ’
tle period adds much to the student's educatlion and enjoyment. NMilitary
groups always take this tour when time allows,

Another CCC project, completed in the spring of 1942, wes tlic
Caretaker's Residence at the Jackson Chrines The 0ld residence, a firc-
trap right next to the Shrine, was subsequently removed.

Yow came the winter of our discontent, The chilll mists of Lhe
new war settled over all, gradually numbing civilian establishments,
Lven before Fearl Harbor, the CCC mctivities slowed, In July, 1940,
Earl Carner, Project Juperintendent, ‘ilderness Camp, and certain super-
visory personnel moved to Appomattox, to which point & CCC Company had
been transferred from Yorktown, Two camps remained st Fredericksbureg,
however, operated by Project Superintendent Howard and a reduced fore- '
man force, until December, The Chancellorsville Camp was then abandoned, d
(Superintendent Spalding's Report for December 1940), In fpril, 1541




the remaining camp roved from Vilderness to Chancellorsville, a more
central location;y it left the park, iarch, 1942, to go to nearby A.7,.
Hi1l ¥ilitary Reservation, uithin a few months the whole CCC prosronm
ended, The Civilian Corps gave way to Army corps,.

In the summer of 1941 a National Park Service administrative L
move raduced the coordinating work of Tredericketurg. Petersburg and
Appomattox were completely independent after July, Hanassas and ~ich-
mond remained under the jurisdlction of Coordinating Superintendent
Spalding,

Cn February 12, 1942, Spalding sutmitted his resignation T
from the National Park Service, He left March 15, to take up alwrmnil .
work at the University of Virginia,

Tdward A, Humel succeeded him in fpril,

Another gift of land became effective that spring, but the
wer prevented & celebration, though a program booklet was printed,
The Under Secretary of the Interior accepted title, larch 5, 1942, to
20,789 acres of land, Wilderness Battlefield; near the southwest corner
of the Broeck-Flank roads intersection, cormemorating the gallant action
there of the 12th New Jersey Regiment, The deed, dated July 21, 1941, S
eonv the land tc the United States by virtue of New Jersey State poeee
legislation of Januery 1941, donating the funds for the purchase, The '
initiator of the memorial was Mr, Alvin &, Crispin, & Freeholder of
Gloucester County, New Jersey., He and Mr, William H, Davis and }ir,
Charles H, Kirby, of the same county, all of whom had relatives in the
regiment, had visited the park to see ghout a memorial, July 5, 1939.
The Hon, Robert C. Hendricksen, President of the New Jersey Senate,
and Assemblyman J, G. Tholl gave full support to the plans, obtaining
the passage of the measure for funds, The bronze plague erected on the
Flank Foad near the intersection, rating the 12th N, J, Reg.
and the land, was paid for by the ‘ﬁuceater County Historieal Society,
through its president Mr., Hugh Mehorter, and Mr, Henry A, Salisbury.
(File on New Jersey land donatioen, W.P.S, files, and Souvenir Pamphlet
of Dedieation),

At this time, the Fredericksburg Patk Commission consistod
of Senator Joseph C. Ot'Mahoney, Wyoming, and the Hon. James A. Soumerw
ville, National Archives, both of whom were consulted about the dona-
tion, This seems "o have been the last official act of the Commissicn,
(See Letter of January 15, 1942, Actirg Supervisor of Historie “ites
Rahler to Superintendsnt —- 12th N J. lend file, N P.5, files). The
last actusl meeting of the commlssion appears to have been that with
Director Cammerer at Fredericksburg, June 19, 1934, previously nenticned.
(For legal aspects of the Commiseion situation, ses Battlefield Park
Association and Commission file, N,P.5, filest NMemorandum of Super-
visor of Ristoric Sites R, F, Lee to Fred'b'z, Superintendent, larch 13 s
1940 with cc of A. J. Knox's memorandum to the Directer, Oct, 9, 1929,
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Also ¢e of A, J. Knox to ¥r, Tripp, Sept. 28, 1939. lese to Spalding,
Cot. 25, 1938 and inclosed ce of Actlng Chief Counsel C. C, Mullady to
Assistant Director Tolson, Oct, 7, 1938).

Hewbers of the old Yar Department (onmission, called Coumise
sionars, should not bes confused with a United States Park Comrdesioner,
a representstive of the Department of Justice.

Balaneing & decresse of civilian visitors resulting from tire
nnd gheoline rationing and other exigencies of war, military units used
the Fredericksburg and fpotsylvania NWaticnal Military Park extensively
during the next several years, They studied the battles, lecrned nore
of their nstion's history and of militsry art, and, st least cnce, come-
bined study with aid to the Fark., A neat bit of cooperation finished the
gravelling of the Jacksen Trail., Vrote Iwmel in his report for August,
1942, "/ith the assistance of labor supplied by the 101lst Fngineers Bat-
telion, staticned st the A, P HE1L Military Reservation, the gravelling
ef the Jackson Trall was comploted. A loading chovel, neoded for this
work, was horrowed from the Uaval Mine Depot at Yoritown, Virginda, through
Field Supervisor A, C. Stratton, This work wer underteken ac part of the
traingng program for the men of the 10lst Ingl: eers Battallen,” (E.P.0.
files).

There had been a flood in Predericksburg in April, 1937 which
seened bad at the time, During Cotober 19472, 1841 inches of rainfall
vere mesasured in the Fredericksburg ares, "of which approximately 6 inches
fell in lese than thyee hours en October 15, This eloudburst, follewing
three daye of steady rain, caused many flash floods in the smaller streams,
and contributed to the record-breaking floocd level of forty-five feet reach-
ed by the Reppahannock Niver on Uctober 16 . » +» « The damage caused hy
the flash flood to areas im the Park was unprecedented. The Mational Cemew
tery wes the mest severely dsmaged, The great flow of water broke the brick
wall in three places and almost completely washed out the lower terrace,
Fortions of the Hill-Ewell Drive in the Wilderness Battlefield were doraged
in two places, Hinor washouts oceurred throughout the other bhabtilefield
areas,” (Huzmel's Monthly Karrative Neport for Uctober, 1942, N.F.5, files).

For three days the City had to use its fire trucks to pump water
into the meins at the filtraticn plant, ‘uring that time the Park fire
truck steod by at the City Fire House,

The next susmer a drought oreated {ire hagards and killed shrubg
in the erea, Floods or freshets and severe dry spells e¢an occur
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all in the same year here., Yet the average rainfall of the area, be-
twoen 40 and 45 inches, is definitely adequate, Figures, however, es-
pecially averages, are toc black and white to reflect the gray tcnes of
actuality, Sometimes too much rain ccmes in certain months end two
1ittle in others, too much when not neceded and not enough when needed.

Superintendent Hurmel received a commission of Lieutenant
(3g) in the U. 5. Haval Reserve and reported for duty Uctober 15, 1743,
{n November 3, Tyler B, Kiener, an engineer of the legion Une Ztaff,
entered on duty a&s Superintendent.

The war years damaged the physical condition of the park by
deterioration, though mmch research and historleal housekeeping resulted
from the quiet times, Military groups found inspiritional values here
and became N, P, S, adherents in large numbers, 8o the historians might
feel well rewarded, The whele staff, however, had encugh to do without
research or any visitors. Not only money, but labor for maintenance
remained scarce., Iverybody helped in the difficult maintenance problens:
cutting grass, painting sign standsrds and buildings, touching up signs,
thinning the undergrowth, suppressing fires, and patreolling the park.

With the return of peace came algo that of Superintiendent
Rusmel, released from the Navy. He came back to duty, Mareh 1, 1946,
Kiener going tc Region One agein as engineer. Hummel, however, did not
stay long. He was promoted to the superintendency of the Colonial Naw
tional Historical Park, Yorkbown, Virginia, Cuperintendemt U, I, lior-
thington, Jr, transferred from Petersburg National Military Park teo
Fredericksburg in June, 1946,

The Park lost en old and vslued friend with the death of
Kr, Frank Chichester in September, 1946.

Hostilities over, the Park did not preclsely enter on fat
years again. Thers was no expansion program or influx of extra wmoney,
Business, however, which in a park 1s visitors, certainly picked up.

The scattered ares of the I'redericksburg and Bpotsylvania

National Military Park, comprising four separate battlefields and var-
lous entrances, rules out an accurate count of visitors, many never be~
ing met by park people. Thus & surnmer visitors! total will be auzmented
or decreased in relation to the number of interpretive men in the figld,
Traffic counters, however, give a constant ratio for the use of the Pari,
~ and the Park Museum, open all year, furnishes exact figures of visitors
receiving interpretive services there. It is important to bear in mind
- this Museum measuring stieck and to remember thet the yearly park total
of visitors receiving interpretive services depends on how many field
stations were open and how long they were open, The park total alsoc in-
cludes a certain amount of duplication, correct standard procedure in

L‘;l‘@«s:--a.-o:n-.w;».
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the National Park Service counting methods, but the Muzeun visitor,
counted only onoce for the place, rarely comes in more than once in

& vieit to an area, and the Museum total of visitors represents falir-
1y well an exact count of separate visitors. Though this total is
less than the number receiving personal services and far less than
the grand total of park visitors, it is a rellsble constant.

& few figures will show the increcasing mumbers of the people
visiting the Museum:

1940 - 7,190

1951 — 17,134 (Museum closed month of
1952 - 17,539 Novenber)

1953 - 20,190

195, - 17,017

All of these represent calendar years except 1940, which rep-
resents the travel year ending September 30, 1940+ The period of 194l
« 1946 ineluded many groups of ermed forces personnel, but civilian
visitors were few and far between. Disregarding those yeare, we note
that 1947 was about the same as 19403 then came an upward trend %o the
elimax year of 1953, followed by a deereas¢ lact year, which may bs the
beginning of & downward trend or a levelling off,

Throughout the years the total group of visitors, before and
after the establishment of the park, hes included illustrious nanes,
both forelgn and domestic. Henderson, author of Stonewall Jackson,
Lloyd George, ard Churchill, writers and statesmen, represent but a
few of the foreigners., A domestic group of July 11, 1949 might be
eingled out because the distinguished men, partieular friends of the
park, often visited the area: Major Ceneral U, 5, Crant, III, of Wesh-
ington, grandson of the famous Civil Var generalj Congressman George A,
Donderc, 17th District, Michigany and Congressman James W. Vadsworth,
L1st District, New York, grandson of Civil War Ceneral James O, Vads-
worth, (m this trip they were accompanied by thelr younger collespue
Congressman Tom Pickett, 7th District, Texas,

The late Congressman Wadsworth, seion of the well known

York State family, had helped establish the park, (He was then a ‘ena~
tor - 1927). His grandfather, the middle-sged civilian millioniare who
left a comfortable fireside to fight and die for the Union, fell at the
Wilderness. Mr. Wadsworth and his sister Mrs, Fletcher Harper bought
a small pisce of land at the site where Ceneral Vadsworth fell, on the
Or. Plank foad, erected a memexdal, and donated it to the park., It
wes le accepted by the United States in the autumn of 1941,
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There have been no major celebrations since the pre-icrld
War II times, but the Park was host at a pleasant little perty, March
3, 1949, commemorating the Ome MHundredth Birthday of the U, &, Depart-
nent of the Interior, A large number of schoel children came to the
Museum's Open House during the day and quite a few citizens end of-
ficials in the evening, including Vayor Josish P, Rowe, Jr,, City
Couneil President D, leteher Stoner, City Manager L, J. Houston, Jr.,
Cormissioner of Tevenue Ceorge L. Funter, and State Cenator Benjamin T.
Pitts,

Anong the citizens without portfolio, though he bore the
title of Honorary Mayor of his unincorporated village, neighboring
Falmouth, Mr. 5t. Clair Brooks enjoyed the occasion perhaps more then
enybody and was the last to leave that evening, The death several
years ago of this man removed from the area a valued {riend and sup-
porter. He was an authority on Falmouth history and traditions and
an enthusiastic backer of any historical program.

The postwar years saw chiefly a rehabilitation and steady
pregress of routine work st Fredericksburg. At Manassas, however,
this period was noteworthy for new achievement, the establishment of
the Museum delayed kecause of the war. The Fredericksburg office,
coordinating that park, assisted throughout, Historian Freneis F,
¥ilshin devoting much of his time to Manassas museum development,

Fredericksburg, the mother park, having helped start the
Menassas and DRichmond areas, saw them through the preject stage to
become full fledged parke.The National Park Service memorandum of
hugust 3, 1951 (1'0-1010) relieved her of Manassas end Richmond, Pebors-
burg end Appomatiox, previously noted, had become Independent earlisr,
Even after 1951, however, Fredericksburg contimed to handle fiscal
work for Menaessas and Richmond &nd slso f{or Ceorge Weshington Birthe
place Natlional Monuwment, Under the latest reorganimation, the fiscal
office was moved from Frederiecksburg to the legion Cne office, Rich~
mond, Virginla, ot the end of 1954. All accounts will henceforth ue
kept there except for preliminary data,

Research accomplishments of the past several years inciuilc
completion of historical base maps and related data and assistance
to writers such as Dr, D, 8, Freeman and Bruce Catton., There has
been the closest ccoperation, of mutual benefit, between the histor-
fcal staff and Dr. C, He Quenzel, the able librarisn and history
professor of Hary Washington College. Cooperation contimues also with
the Chaamber of Commerces its Executive Secretary Warren Farmer, foru~
erly with the local paper, is appreciative of histerieal matters.

A part of a proposed revised and augmented museun program,
an Electrie Map of the Fredericksburg Batilefield was installed by
the National Fark Service Museum Division, March 24, 1954. This
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excellent device has increszed the worth of the purk nany fold, The courses

of the battle shown minutely yet simply are here plain to all, whother cle-

mentary school groups or advanced studente. !Uistorian Yilshin prepured the

basic date for this exhibit, made under the supervision of Maseum Chief Ualph

lewis by laurence D, Ccne in the Washington luszeum Isheratory. b i

Among tlre advanced ztudents who have seen this nop msy be aenticoned e
the Civil var Hound Table members of vashington, U. €, and Chicego, Illinois, s
The YWashington group has visited the park on several occasions. fThe Chicago
Round Table, the first of these important clubs, pays an extended visit to
some battlefield area cach year. On May 12, 13, 14, 1955, this proup toured
the local battlefields. The membership courrises authors, and busincss, pro-
fessicnal, snd newspaper men, not only from Chicago itself, but frowm varicus
uddwestern cities. Their interest is a stinulating endorsement of the study (R
of American History and of the work of the National rark ‘erviece, OSimilar
clubs are being formed all over the country.

Hew exhibits, pork celebrations, and the viells of distinguished
people stend ot in the chroniecles of an historieal park, just as do prest
evernts in t e histery of & nation.  In a nation, great events are like the
visible tops of icebergs, bubt the day to day work and achievement of all trrpes
of citizens provide the vast unseen bulk suprorting those shining rountzins.
e, in an established park, the routine work cf maintenance, research, and Lot
interpretation goes quietly on, regardless of newsworthy occurances. rd the
deily lives of ocur Farks and Ralion fuse in the preservation, teaching, and R T
appreciation of American History. ' -

Uther accomplishments will be made at Frederickeburg Militory iork
ond new difficulties will arise. The greatest polentialities, predicated on
an carly and full development that did not happen, can not be grasped., ' ithin
the limitations of the reach imposed upen this park, the area has evolved into
& healthy part of the orga:ic whole known as the Hational Park [ystem, dedie- oo o
cated to preserve the lationte historical and nstural heritace for the benefit B )
of the present and the hope of the future.
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Epilozue
The Town Since the Clvil Var

Fortunately, so far, no battles have devastated the Freder-
icksburg neighborhood since the Civil Var. Vo Washingtons, Yonrces,
or Maurys have arisen either, but able ren have furthered community
life, and not a few people of distinction have lived here or started
1life here in recent times., Two disparate examples would be the "Tramp
Comedian® Nat, C, Wills (Matthew MeCrath 1lls) and Thomas frmat, in-
venter of the motion pioture projector, A world famous psinter, Cari
Melchers, spent his last years across the river in Falmouth, painbting
there some of his most vigerous work, :

Struggling up, like the rest cf the fouth, slowly and ten:s-
ciocusly, Fredericksburg, by the 1900's, woan agaln & prosperous tight
little community, flnancially sound and physically rehabilitated, Vo
turn of the century industries gave work te a contented eitizenwy, whowr
delight it was of a ‘unday to walk out to the HNaticnal Cemstery or up
the canal to the dam, listening to the Cardinaly and Redwings, The
meghanized amusements made possible by the work of Clitizen irmat, “i nor
Mareoni, and others had not yet supplanted the art of sauntering.

Une of the industries of that time was Munter's Foundry, cor-
ner of Princess Anne and Hawke Strects, manufacturers of The Tarmeys'
Friend, a plow that feund its way arcund the world, Varlous other shors
ard mills made producte for a wide area, /mong ocoupations since de-
clined were blacksmiths and wheelwrights, of which there were nine in
1910-11, ¢ne blackemith shop only is left in 1955. Vanished entirely
now are the excelsior millsy new typos of paecking materials have largely
replaced this shredded wood, cnce so important in the shipment of frac-ile
products like chinag in 1910-11, Fredericksburg had four éxcelsior workes.
There were also two manufacturers of carriages and wagons then, 7The aubo~
mobile, however, had begun its infiltration, the Ford being sold b the
Fredericksburg Buggy Company. tleetricity was here too, but the City tos
Company still sold and maintained Welsbach gas lights, Other industri

were & shirt, & woolen, and a silk factory. Very important in the buriﬁeua

of the pluece wore miscellaneous retail stores and professional offices.
(¥iller, irnest H,, compiler, Fredericksburg, Va. City Directery 19210-11,
Fiedment Ulrectory Co., Asheville, H, C.).

In those days, the public echeol system had not been much de-
veloped; but there were geveral good privete schools, Higher educaticn
was represented too, The Frederickeburg College, & Presbyterian inetitu-
tion, well thousht of in ite day, lasted cnly a few yesrs, however,
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The Fredericksburg lormal Ichool, established by Virginia let of
March i, 1908, first session leptember 1911, 1z now Mary “ashingbon ‘
College, the women's branch of the University of Virginin, Its en- e
rollment in the spring of 1955 was 1,578, (lets of ﬂﬁazmbly, 1908, e
ps 4273 College Catalogue, vol, 1, no. 1; and infermation from ary R Y
¥ashington College Raﬁistrar's Office), f

In 1900, the population of Frederlcksburg was 5,068; in 1710,
5,874 1940, 10,0663 snd In 1950, 12,158, (U. 5. Bureauw of Census, 1950
Census of Populatlon, wvol. II, Characteristics of the Population, part
l{é, ‘V’irgim, Pe ?)0 '

Cf the 1950 total, 10,199 represented whites, with females pie-
dominating, and 1,952 non-white, also with females predominating. vivious
enlargenents of the town have been made, the last being &n amnexallon of
pert of Spotsylvania County, along U. 5. UWighway 1, effective January 1,
1955, bringing the total population of the town to approximstely 13,313,
(Industrial Cite Survey, Frederickgburg, Virginia. Prepared by Ares Lo~
velopment Departuont, Virginia lleectrie and Fower Compeny, ‘dehmond 7,
Virginia, Multigrayhed Brochure, pp. & end 23). If the nearby village
of Falmouth and such subdivisions as Vestmont, Ferry Farmas, Drookfield,
Chathaz Heights, Tyler Town, and Sylvania leights were counted, several
thousands more would be added to the population figure.

Today, "Manufacturing has the largest employment, with the whole- |
sale and retail trade a close segond, The largest single employer in the
erea ig & large cellophane plant located just cutside of ¥Fredevicksbuyg,
Other products manufactured in and aroumd Fredericksburg include men's
clothing, children's shoes, lumber, millwork, wooden hoxes, wood preserve
ing material, metal heating fixtures, sheet metal products, dairy products,

cinder blocks and commercial printing . . . .". The large plant iz the B B
Sylvania pivision of the ‘merican Viscese Corporation, which employe 2,700 ity
1§ the mamufacture of cellephane and plasticse (Ibid., p. 8 and A;pendix o
1), "

The variocus historical museums snd eostablishments, aside fron
cultural cenciderations, are also part of the business pleture, Tourisis,
directly and indirectly, leave meney thal benefits the whole conmunity,
The MNational ¥illtary Park 1s but eone of the histeorical attractionse.

The list of rlaces open to the publie is &3 follouns
Park Museusm and Headquartere, Lafayette Boulevard (U. 0. Hiph-

way 1) and Sunken Rds (The battlefields lie in and arcund
the city). (Wational Park fervice),
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Kenmore, home of (el, Iielding lLewls, Revelutlonary gunmeker,
and his wife Betty kashington lewis, Ceorge Washington's
sister, (ldministered by the Kenmore Aszsociation).

Home of Mary, the liother of Ueorge Washington, (Admindstered
by the Association for the Preservation of Virginia /nti-
quities, one of the natien's ploneer preservation socle-
ties. Purchaced by the A.i.V.A. In the 1890's, The lnry
Vashington House is Fredericksburg's firet house museun),

itising Sun Tavern, & Colonial inn, meetin% place of the patricls.
%Property of the A .Vete since 19507).

James “onrce's law Uffice, a small building where the young vei-
eran of the Revelution started the carser that led to the
presidency of the United Jtates (Administered by the Jivcs
¥onroe “emorial Foundation),

Mercer's Apothecary Shop, kept by Dr. lugh Mercer, physiecian
and apothecary, mortally wounded in the cause of frecdon
at Prineeton, 1777. (Administered by The Friends of His-
torical Fharmaey, American I'harmaceutical Assecistion).

The Masonic lodge, which initiated Ceorge Washington, 1752,
The building goes back to the early 19th Century and ia
the lodge's second home, It containa the Bible used in
the initistion of Washington and other relics., (@ dwinis~
tered by Fredericksburg lodge, No. 4, Ancient, Free and
Accepted Masons)e

Other historic houses or sites may be viewed from the cuteide
and several markers and monuments may be seen, including the Mary Viash-
ington Menument, marking her grave, and the Hugh Vercer statue, erected
by the United States Congress. Washington's boyhood home, the Ferry !ar:,
Just across the river from town 1s a site worthy of wvisit, theugh it huo
not yet becn developed,

Several histerie places in Virginia, open to the public, arc
quite close to Fredericksburg, among themt The Manassas Baltloficld lerk
and Washington's Birthplace (both Rational Park “ervice areas)y I't. Vernon,
Waehington'’s homey Cunstan Hall, the exquisite home of George Yason, suthor
ef the Virginia Declaration of Righte; “oodlawn Flentation, a fine archi-
tectural example of the early 19th Century; and Stratford, the lee family
bhome snd birthplace of i, Ee lee,

77

L e ]




. It would seem that Fredericksburg has fulfilled the
toast offered by lafayette in 1824, that she would attain the
suceess deserved by the industriousness of her citisens. the
passed through the Creat Depression of the 1930's without too
mich trouble and enjoys prosperity today, Her well balanced
economy will doubtless absorb amy future jolts.

A cultural danger exists, however, Despite lip eervice
peid to her historical heritage, the citizens are contributing to,
or allowing, a tregic loss of atmosphere. lany Fighteenth and
Farly Nineteenth Century buildings have beon torn down or modified
in recent years. An arbitrary restoration, such as that of Villiams-
burg, would not be practicable in a conmerciel town like Fredericks-
burg, nor perhaps desirable, A number of interested people, how-
ever, not necessarily visionaries or antiquariens, feel that an old
setting and modern business operations could coexist. After all,
if tourism is a business, such a preservation would be good business,
Pessimists feel that it is already too late, that an unparalleled
oppertunity has gone, Certainly, all reasonable people would admit
the difficulties involved in eny zoning restrictioms for historical
effect, Private property rights must be respectedjy umwise conirol
would be an affmont to property cwners, Since so mmch is already
lost, if historical soning were begun now, the effect would not be
the same as it would have been if measures had been taken twonty,
thirty, or forty years ago. Furthermore, Fredericksburg has grown
in a haphasard feshion that is not good; regardless of historical
atmosphere. Zoning ordinances have been passed to cbviate future
blighted areas and juxtaposition of business, industry, and resi-
dential sectionsj but, as in the case of the historieal atmosphere,
this is a little late, The pity is that more citizens were not in
the past ready to plan for both historical preservation and proper
and orderly growth, to achieve and protect what the British call the
amenities, Parhaps the real trouble is simply the Twentieth Century,
which may yet cure aesthetic 1l1ls and all other indispositions by
drastic atomic soning.

Meantime, whatever the changes, the park and the private
ghrines will continue thelr attempt to preserve and interprot hise
torical ground and structures,
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Mankind'e need for historical preservation and appre-
ciation was eloguently put seversl years age by the then British
Ambassador to the United States, ir Uliver Franks, at the dedi-

cation ef Weodlawms

"The preservation of a house, a monument,
an historic view or an ancient road ensures that
each succeeding generation will have the privi-
lege of keeping in contact with the experiences
and achieverents of past generatienst not the
ashes of the past but tho flame that passes from
generation to generation, the flswe of & living

tradition.”

st -

Ralph Happel
Historian
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{Var Separtment offledals, Corvdosion zanbors, ebc., Ineluds
ing eitizoena' groups, wiy be found ih the index, The fellowing lisis,

zore or less sorplete, include e res not neeegsardly nontioned in -
the texbs The order, oxcept where elphebetieal, 1 of aprroxtiste per- e
iod of eppointoert.; -

hilip B, Hough (¢ *zpc:rﬁntmdmt of George ‘ashington Mrthplace MNational
Hompnent « had teaporary jurisdietion over Frodericipe

burg) ‘
George A, Palmer (Fepresentative in Charge st Frederieksb ry) -

Brench Spalding (also firet Coordimating ‘uperintemdent of Virgindas Civil
Hay aress « eoordinating systen rob now in sffoct)

ikhenyd 4, Mamawe]

Tvler 8. Bleney (aoting during wartive abnense of Mamel)

Ou Fo Horghington, Jre g
Historiepe "
Ceovge f. Palmoy mth Oreham (azsigned fron v, O,
Glarke Venable on studies ef thip aren, but
Jolm T. Coolrdek, Jr. mt. atat.icmcd here)
7. Sutlon Jekd Mubert Ae Curney
erge We Ouy lebert fo Justice
(1, ¥, Horthingbon, Jr. Floyd B, Taglor
faleigh C. Teglor Harvey Jo Finter
falph Happel Tranels Fo Wilshin
Ehard Stoere Albert 4, DiYlshunty

(1)
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Alfee G, Witte, Uhief Clark Willden Fo Owen, Chief Clerk
Hamie Fhillip‘ ¥43dred K, Mw&m, Ghiof (lexk
Hattde C. Jurphy Helen ¥, ‘rmotrong

Eathepine 4, long karlene B, Crant

Iucdlle G, Hinton telen €, Ntekde

Iouise Willlans Happel Alired ¥, Schwars, Adminisirative
Hezal Crdecond Avadstart

Frances L. Vallep {Fosition replaces Chief Ulerk)

Elliot Davie

Heil ¢o ("Tex") Cooduan (drafteman, artist, end algn painter)
Albert Cespbell (CCC helpar in md work and sign painting)
fobert P. Stevens (landscape Avehditect)

Stwart ¥, Barnotte (Architect)

dokn €, Hogsan (Drofteman and Avchiteet)

emgne (The Proe

, ; in the

early 1930%).
Willdam E, Howerd, Projeck Superintendent
Farl 1o Corner, Comp iwperintendent
Awnd, Tussell M, Danks, Day B
Appevecn, _ s fosooe C. (Vechande)
Appereon, Jolm H, Discoe, Alfred ¢,

(=)
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Porenen - continued
Wﬂm, Clifton D PMWQ Fred ‘Lg
Bue Charles B, fandolph, Jack H,
Bueldley, ¥illiam ¥, lobinson, Fredericks H,
Carmer, Wilidan T, (Aspdstant Fleld Coordina~
Corbin, Jamce ¥, tor) :
Hall, ;hmw Saerey, Tomett H,
Jones, Alongo Teott, tobert I,
Tondall, Osemel M, Shephens, Ueorge U,
Helledl, Villard VW, Jberhens, Willlan 7,
Hason, Pasil Le {Tﬁﬁl Sharpener) Tinder, Tomewell T,
¥ay, George ¥, (Mechsnmie) ¥i114ans, Doy Ae
Yewlin, Joln H, uilloughby, Jesse

NB, Of those foremen, Sammel Sendall later served os 8 park
maintenancenan for several years, and fawmetd ("Diek"®) Sacrey took the
ploace of George Helson, Superintondent of the Hatioral Cemetery, Upon
abolishment of that pocitien, Sscrey beomne foreman of the labor staff,

Carter, Ceorge Te Kolinski, Jomes

Deliayf, Tomeo Votadney, James 5,
Hagemann, Déwin ¥, Hance, &ilum Ve
ferrick, Jowneph D, iwrvis, Joseph '

HaBe These men, with the exception of the youth Kolinski, were
vetarans of vorld War One, leny Junior nrollees also sorved s atien
dants in the field statisns,

Among the eerldy men, Clarke Venable and Jolm T, Coolrick, Jr.
wore histordans who charted the resesrches duwing the transition poriod
between “ar Depspdtment and Departnmert of the Interlor administration,
Thay, aleng with the early supervisor Ceorge Falmer, can be called the
firgt lstionzl FPart Jervice wen,

T. Sutiton dett, wnder Iransh Spalding's supsrintndency, pleyed
a8 major role In the next phase of develoment, The interprotiye progranm
reslly begsn with his entimsiastie leadership,

(3)
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faleigh Taylorte quied frismdliness and learning and Ceorge
¥ Cuy's old-fashioved eourtesy sugmemted park valuss In the perled
of tho lm". M’.ﬁ‘g this W Os Fu Nﬂﬁkjngm’ ity Gid roe
sonrel both for Fredericksburg and Viashirgton's Dirthplacey he hosd-
ed the Historie fuerican Puildings Survey. /s a pert of the suwrvey,
the Catharine Furnace ruinme, on park property, Chancellersville area
and the Mammafield house site, privete property, Frederlesburg bate
tlefleld wore excaveted by Horbhingten and ‘rehitect itnaxt Darnetie,

In the lats 'thirtles Idwapd fteere hasded the historienl pige-
grem and underdook extensive research concernlng the Hatile of the
wildorness, Hberd Jumey organiged the growing liteary end dleplagpe
od a talent for resecarch &s well as for dealing with people. le play-
ed an important perd in bhandling the UOX gulde program.

In the early 'fortiew Tobert Juotloe, Franels 7. ¥ilshin, Har-
veoy Winter, and Floyd B, Tayler carried on the work, keeplng things
gedng during the difficult war yoars,

In the late 'forties ilshin and islph Happel constituted the
histordeal staff, #ilshin, now superintendent of Yanascan, bkas beon
replaced by Albert Dillahwenty as chief histordan,
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