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COMMON SNAKES OF THE BARATARIA PRESERVE

"I f  you don ' t  bother  the snake,  the snake won' t  bother  you, .  is  an
old say ing,  but  is  qu i te  t rue.  Taking some s imple precaut ions in
the Preserve wi l l  min imize problems and enable you to  safe ly
enjoy the Preserve 's  t ra i ls .  Wear proper  footwear ,  remain on
marked t ra i ls ,  and above a l l ,  look before you s i t ,  s tep.or  reach.

ALL SNAKES ARE PROTECTED: It  is unlawful to handle or molest snakes
in the Preserve.  Snakes should not  be captured:  they are
re lat ive ly  de l icate and in ternal  in jur ies can resul t .  f rom improper
handl - ing.  Besides,  most  b i tes occur  dur ing capture and handl ing.

Twenty-two species of snakes have been seen in the Preserve.
Of  these,  on ly  four  species are venomous.  Most  of  the snakes you
see a long the t ra i ls  wi l l  be one of  the e ighteen species of
harmless,  non-venomous snakes.  Of  these,  four  species of  water
snakes,  the Ribbon Snake and the Racer  are by far  the most
commonly encount ,ered snakes in  the Park

I THE IUOST COIIMONLY OBSERVED
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SNAKES

(B1ack-Masked Racer )

A 1ong,  g lossy snake wiLh a uni formly b lack to  gray body (Up fo
75  i n . ) ;  be1 l y  b lu i sh  9 ray ,  b lack  s t . r i pe  beh ind  the  eye .  young
indiv iduals  have a ser ies of  dark mid-body b lotches on a gray
body. Found in bo'.tom iand hardwoods and c149ress swamps. They
are largeJ-y conf  ined tc  areas of  h igh ground.

(Texas Rat  Snake)

A  ve ry  l ong  snake  ( to  i 01  i n .  )  cha rac te r i zed  by  da rk  b lo t ches
on a gray-brown or  ye l lowish brown background.  Be11y mot t led or
checkered.  Most  o f ten tney are found in  br iar  patches,  wooded
areas,  and around bui l i :ngs.  When cornered rat  snakes of ten pul1
the i r  body  j -n  a  t i gh t  cc iL  and  rap id l y  v ib ra te  the i r  t a i1s .  They
have been known to cause undue concern to  humans v iewinq the i r
r n a r f  a r m r n n o

abacura reinwardci (Mud Snake)

A  ve ry  l ong  (81  i n .  )  g i cssy  b lack  snake ;  be11y  b r i gh t  red ,  t he
color  extending onto the lower s ides of  the body as i r regular
bars.  The Mud Snake is  one the of  thoroughly  aquat ic  snakes in
the area,  rare ly  seen cut  o f  water .  Dur ing spr ing f looding,  Mud
Snakes mayt  be commonly encountered on t ra i ls  or  s i t t ing on
b ranches  a t  t he  wa te r ' s  su r face .  Adu l t s  f eed  a lmos t  exc lus i ve l y
on the Amphiuma and s i rens,  large eeL- l - ike sa lamanders.
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4,6toOeltis getulus hoibrooki
\/

A long sh iny,  B lack snake (82 in
l ight -co lored spots,  some spots
a character is t ic  o f  a l l  juveni les
markings. King snakes occur in
t.hey are most, abundant in moist a
only  snakes that  k i l l  and eat  po

./ 4.
\yfrerodia ffsciata confluens

A moderate ly  long,
broad dark bands on
wi th large squar ish
s i t ,uat ions,  except

--'
1

/r/fhannophi s prox imus orar ius

A modera te l y  1ong ,  s lender ,  o1 i
wi th  a gold ver tebra l  s t r ipe and
Semiaquat ic  and remain ing c lose
Very  s im i l a r  t o  Eas te rn  Gar te r  S
by  the  pos i t i on  o f  t he  l i gh r  l a t

Vl$erodia cycTopion

A  modera te l y  l ong  ( to  50  i r r .  i  ,
w i th  a  d i s t i nc t  pa t te rn  o f  na r r
the back a l ternat ing wi th  t ,hose
marked wi th  l ight  spot .s  or  cresce
t .he Water  Snakes,  is  se ldom, i f  e
immed ia te  v i c in i t y  o f  wa te r .  I t  p
water .

5(y'anprope 7 ti s triangulum

( 6 2  i n .  )  r e l
a brown or t
dark b lo t ,c

sa l t  marsh .

A moderate ly  shor t  to  medium-s ize
ser ies of  b lack-bordered red band
background;  be1ly  pat terned same,
Character ized by a predominate ly
anter ior  tempora l  on e i ther  s ide

inhabi tants  of  bot tomland hardwood
and ear ly  s f r ing,  they are of ten f

ground bendath the bark of dead t
E , rees .

(Speckled Kingsnake)

)  wi th  a pat tern of  smaI l ,
use to form narrobr crossbands,

Be11y usual ly  l ight  wi th  b lack
t t)4)es of habitat, although
as. Kingsnakes are one of the

son snaKes.

(Broad-banded Water Snake)

t ively heaqg-bodied snake with
sh ye l Iow body.  Be11y l ight

I t  occurs in  a l l  aquat ic
feed  ma in l y  on  f i sh .

s .
hey

(Ribbon Snake)

brown to b lack snake (ee in .  )
ye l l ow ish  l a te ra l  s t r i pe .
water  sources

ke but  are d is t inquished
a1  s t r i pe .

(W. Green Water  Snake)

wy-bodied ol ive brown snake
dark crossbands,  the ones on

the s ides;  be11y dark brown
t .s .  One of  the most  aquat ic  of
€r, found away from the
fers st i1l or verv slow movinq

(Louis iana Mi lkSnake)

( t o  5 2  i n . )  s n a k e  w i t h  a
or r ings on a ye11ow or white
r the r ings may be incomplete.
lack snout ,  and usual ly  two
f  the head.  Pr imar i ly
forest ,  where dur ing winter

some distance above the
es or i-n the heart of rotten



,,.{gki s trodon pi s civorus -1. eucostoma (Cot tonmouth)

This is the most freguently encount.ered venomous snake in the
preserve.  ( to  74 in .  )  Young cot tonmouths are brown to reddish
brown wi th  a pat tern of  crossbands a long the back.  The t ip  of
the  ta i - I  i s  su lphu r -ye I Iow .  W i t .h  d9€ ,  t he  ye I1ow d i sappears ,
and the bands become obscured by darkening. Adults show almost
no co lor  or  pat tern.  In  a f  ew ind iv iduals ,  the dark pai tc f r
extending f rom the eye to  the angle of  the jaw,  par t . ia l ly
out l ined by whi te  s t r ipes,  is  s t r ik ing.  Cot tonmouths are found
wi th the abundant  water  snakes,  and are of ten d i f f icu l t  to  te1 l
apar t . .  Concentrate on head shape--not  on ly  is  the head of  a
Cot tonmout .h spade-shaped,  i t  is  a lso qui ie  f la t  on top,  so f1at .
as to  form a pronounced brow-I ine.  When f r ightened,  Cot tonmouths
maneuver  i n to  a  t i gh t  co i l ,  o r  s imp ly  pu i l  back  i n to  a  s t r i k i ng
pos i t i on ,  t h row i t ' s  head  back ,  and  open  i t ' s  mou th ,  revea l i ng
i t 's  fangs and cot , t .ony-whi te  mouth.  Give a snake in  th is
pos tu re  a  w ide  be rEh !

VAqkistrodqn contortr ix contortr ix (Copperhead)

Copperheads are t .he dr ier  ground counterpar t  to  the Cot tonmouth
A  modera te l y  l ong  ( to  53  i i ches ) ,  hea r ry  Lod ied ,  t an  o r  copper -
co lored head.  This  co lor  extends throughcut  the body, in terrupted
by a pat tern of  broad reddish crossbands.  The co lor  pat tern
p rov ides  exce l l en t .  camou f lage  i n  the  spec ies  p re fe r red  hab i ta t ,
t he  l -ea f  - cove red  fo resc  f1oo r .
Young Copperheads share the su lphur-ye l1cw ta i l  t ip  o f  the
Co t tonmou th .
Copperheads  a re  sec re t i ve  and  re t i r i ng .  La rge l y  noc tu rna l ,
they are fa i r ly  common a long t ra i ls  on the natura l -  Ievee,
but  even in  day l ight  are of ten over lookei  as they remain s t i I l
when approached.




