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Introduction

The NatchezTrace Parkway has its northern origin in Davidson County,
Tennessee, 24.9 aft km southwest of the center of Nashville, at Tennessee Highway 100.
It continues in a southwesterly direction, leaving Tennessee in Wayne County. The entire
Tennessee portion of the Parkway is in the Western Highland Rim physiographic
province except for a small portion of the Nashville Basin physiographic province near
where the Parkway crosses Duck River. From its northern origin southwest to Duck
River Ridge, the Parkway is drained by Leipers Fork, tributary to West Fork Harpeth
River system, Cumberland River drainage. This is the only portion of the Cumberland
River drainage transgressed by the Parkway. This portion of the upper Harpeth River
system has received less attention from ichthyologists than it perhaps deserves, and we
anticipate that several additional species would be added with additional work in the area.

After crossing Duck River Ridge, the Parkway enters the Duck River system of
the Tennessee River drainage. The remainder of the Williamson County portion of the
Parkway is located approximately on the divide between Lick Creek to the west and
Leipers Creek to the east, both northern tributaries to Duck River.

The Parkway continues its southwesterly orientation through the northwest corner
of Maury County. Leipers Creek, tributary to Duck River, continues to drain the eastem
slope of the Parkway, and the western slope is drained by additional Duck River
tributaries, Lick Creek to the north and Leatherwood Creek farther south. Just prior to
exiting Maury County to Hickman County, the Parkway is bordered by tributaries to a .
small Duck River tributary, Fattybread Branch.

Upon entering Maury County, the Parkway crosses a small portion of the
Nashville Basin physiographic province and Duck River. The crossing of Duck River is
on the border between Hickman and Maury counties, just downstream of the mouth of
Fattybread Branch and just south of Tennessee Highway 50. This portion of Duck River
has not been heavily collected, and additional species not on this list surely occur there.
The Parkway continues to follow the valley of the Duck River on its western side in
Hickman County, and then rises out of the Nashville Basin to continue on the Western
Highland Rim, where it crosses tributaries that drain west into Duck River via Blue Buck
Creek and Ugly Creek, both tributaries to the northward flowing Big Swan Creek.

The Parkway then enters northeastern Lewis County, where it continues to cross
Duck River tributaries that enter the Duck River via Catheys Creek and upper Big Swan
Creek. Near Meriwether Lewis National Monument the Parkway crosses a low divide
that separates the Duck River system from its major tributary, the Buffalo River. Within
the Buffalo River system the Parkway is crossed, from north to south, by upper Buffalo
River, Chief Creek, and Little Buffalo River and their smaller tributaries.

The Parkway then crosses the northwest corner of Lawrence County, where it
continues to cross tributaries to Buffalo River (Brush Creek to the west, upper reaches of
Little Buffalo River to the east. The Parkway then enters northeastern Wayne County,
where it continues in the Buffalo River system via tributaries to upper Fortyeight Creek.
Continuing to the southwest in Wayne County, the Parkway crosses another low divide
that separates the Buffalo River system from the south-flowing Shoal Creek system, a



direct tributary to the Tennessee River. Within the Shoal Creek system, it crosses
tributaries to Factory Creek, and then farther southwest, tributaries to Big Butler Creek.
The Parkway exits Tennessee in southcentral Wayne County, where its most southerly
27 kn are drained by the Cypress Creek system, an additional direct tributary to the
Tennessee River that enters the Tennessee River to the west of the Shoal Creek system.

IVIethods

Fish species occurring on this list have been collected within streams crossing the
Natchez Trace Parkway, or in portions of those streams crossing or originating within the
Parkway within l0 km on either side of the Parkway.

The data base from which this information was abstracted consists of (l) the
University of Tennessee Research Collection of Fishes, with over 300,000 catalogued
specimens representing approximately 25,000 lots (bottles of specimens), with over half
of the lots from Tennessee; (2) miscellaneous records of fishes from Tennessee housed at
other institutions (including all or nearly all Tennessee records at the University of
Michigan Museum of Zoology, the Illinois Natural History Survey, Southern Illinois
University at Carbondale, and Cornell University); (3) unpublished and uncatalogued
records of fishes collected in Tennessee by the University of Tennessee, the Tennessee
Valley Authority, and the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency; and (a) published
records of fishes from Tennessee that have appeared in various journal articles and other
publications. The data base is exactly the same as the one used for distributional records
for the recently published Fishes of Tennessee (Etnier and Starnes, 1993), with a few
records included that are subsequent to publication of that book.

We searched the dot distribution maps inThe Fishes of Tennessee to generate a
preliminary list of fish species occurring or probably occurring within the NatchezTrace
Parkway corridor in Tennessee. For the following l3 species, the distribution maps
suggested that a record was available from within the Parkway corridor, but the exact
record responsible for the dot on the map could not be located or could not be placed with
certainty within the corridor. These species may occur within the corridor based on those
maps, but in most cases we suspect that their placement on the initial list reflects the
relatively large size on the dots on the distribution maps rather than actual presence in the
corridor. The species are Dorosoma cepedianum, gizzard shad; Cyprinella whipplei,
steelcolor shiner; Cyprinus carpio, common carp; Notemigonus crysoleucas, golden
shiner; Notropis sp., sawfin shiner; Pimephales vigilax, bullhead minnow; Ameiurus
melas, black bullhead; Ictalurus punctatus, channel catfish; Pylodictis olivaris, flathead
catfish; Esox americanus, grass pickerel; Fundulus notatus, blackstripe topminnow;
Micropterus punctulatars, spotted bass; and Aplodinotus grunniens, freshwater drum. A
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