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UVI~ facilities inc.luded '·laysic1e.e.xllibiLs and a trail to the

"break-through point. 'I

(5) Cold HarLor Area - A 1.8 mile loop drive provides access to this

154.25 acre woodland. Numerous field fortifications mark the

battle lines. A secondary visitor center is located near the

entrance.

(6) ~arthright House - This house was used as a field hospital during

the battle of Cold Harbor. The exterior has been restored and

the interior will be used as a employee residence. This 2.10

acre parcel is across Va. 156 from the Cold Harbor National

Cemetery.

(7) Malvern Hill - A wayside interpretive shelter overlooks a scene

that appears much as it did when a battlefield in 1862. Approx-

imately a third of the l30!60 acres is devoted to this scene.

The remainder is in woodland and is available for other compa-

table use.

(8) Fort Harrison - The 7-mile-park drive begins at Ne;.;Market Road

(Va. Route 5) and follows a series of earthworks to Fort Brady

on the James River. Parking areas and wayside exhibits exist at

Forts Gilmer, Gregg, John~on, and Hoke. There is a self-g~idin~

trail through Fort Brady. In the immediate vicinity of Fort Har-



rison is a secondary visitor center~ scl[-~uiJing trails, picnic

area, maintenance area, and two residences. The total area of

this tract is more than 310 acres.

(9) Fort Darling - The 15.95 acre parcel contains a large earthen

fort located atop a 90-foot bluff, overlooking James River. An

eroding bluff and an adjacent county landfill create sizeable

problems here.

(10) Parker's Battery - This forested tract of 9.82 acres was located

on a Richmond defense line and includes one earthwork remains.

A wayside marker is at the site but since it is off the beaten

path the area receives very little use.





to U.S. Route 360. This approximately hisccts the remaining north-

western half of the ori.ginal gift plot. This bisected north\,restern

portion and the 4.1 acres acquired for access comprise the 29.2 acres

presently in this Park unit.

The land on the bluff affords a sweeping panoramic view of the Chick-

ahominy River valley, Mechanicsville, and the area of the Battle of

Beaver Dam Creek, providing an overview of the first day and the first

two events of the Seven Days Battle. The Park fronts on 4-1ane U.S.

Route 360, \Vhich connects with the circumferential route, Laburnum

Avenue, less than half a mile to the south. n,ro miles south of the

Park, U.S. Route 360 connects \Vith Interstate 64, which in turn fOl~S

a junction with Interstate 95 in do\Vntown Richmond. By this fast,

4-lane route, Chickahominy Bluffs is a ten minute drive from anywhere

in dmmto\Vn Richmond. Via the supporting circumferentials, it is not

more than 20 minutes from any\,rherein the greater metropolitan Richmond

.area. Three miles northeast of the Park, U.S. Route 360 will soon con-

nect with a ne\V suburban circumferential, Va. "111 Route 295.
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Beaver Dam Creek was fought on the afternoon of the first day of the

Seven Days Battle, June 26, 1862, on one of those typical plateau-creek-

plateau battlefields. (Some historians hold that the engagement at

King's Schoolhouse, fought on June 28 was the first batt~e of the

Seven Days.) Union forces under General Fitz-John Porter \Vere dug in
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population in the last five years. The new circumferential, Va. Route
\



mended that optimw>l boundaries for the \{att House unit be determined

with careful attention to the n('.(~dsof the neighboring Cold Harbor

and Garthright House units.

Old Cold Harbor \Vas a seedy looking tavern squatting by a dusty cross-

roads 8 miles from Richmond on the flat plain north of the Chickahominy

something cold to drink, but no hot meals. Those dusty crossroads

were strategically important if Grant was to attack Richmond, and

both' Grant and Lee realized i to It was Grant's las t chance to get

between Lee and Richmond. In the race for initial possession, Lee's

cavalry won by a few hours, but O~ May 31, 1864. Grant's cavalry. armed

\vith Spencer repeating rifles, drove them and a supporting infantry

brigade out. On June 1 and 2 attacks by soldiers of the Armies of the

Potomac and James gained ground, but Confederate counterattack pre-

vented a Union breakthrough.

Grant launched a massive assault along two and one-half miles of his

six-mile front, on the morning of June 3. It was over in 30 minutes,

and 7,000 Union casualties were left lying the hot sun between the

trenches. By the time Grant pulled out ten days later to steal a

march on General Lee and cross the James and begin the investment of

Petersburg, his casualties had mounted to 12,700, as opposed to about

2,000 for the Confederates. Richmond was saved once more.
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area, and the inclusion of urban-park recreational lands for use

other than historical preservation.

Malvern Hill was fought July 1, 1862, the day after the Confederate

fiasco at Glendale, on ground of McClellan's choosing -- a gently

rising eminence terminating southwardly in bluffs on the James River

valley. The position was flanked on either side by deep ravine less

tharr a mile apart. Across this narrow front were placed Union batteries,

with the guns almost hub to hub. In front the ground was open, sloping

down to woods, marshes, and swamps in which the Confederate had to

form for attack within range of Federal artillery. Ignorance of the

country, dense forests, poor co~~unications, and the extreme difficulty

of the ground prevented the Confederate battle lines from attacking

until late in mid-afternoon. Then, the Confederate artillery was

unable to deliver effective supporting fire. General John Hagruder

attacked first, and was beaten back with heavy losses. D. H. Hill

then assaulted, to meet a similar fate. General Benjamin Huger then

hurled his two brigades against the right angle in the Union line.

Repulsed they fell back as Magruder committed five fresh brigades.

The Confederate infantry charged up the slope to be cut to pieces by

double charges of canister. Union infantry stood in line of battle

and their crashing rolleys wreaked havoc on the unrushing Confederates;

'"ho ,,,ereunable to coordin~te their efforts .. Just before dusk,
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East of Va. Route ]56, tile south lJOllndary of this unIt ic; off-set
•



The plateau land east of Va. Route 156 and south of the course of

Turkey Island Creek is desirable for interpretive purposes, both

delineation of the battle action and orientation to the James River

escape route would be enhanced. The bluff (south) side of this area

would lend itself to developlllent of administrative and visitor use

facilities. Some land in this area is suitable for non-historically

oriented recreational activities.

Interpretively sigriificant high ground immediately south of that

portion of the Park west ot Va. Route 156 also appears to be essential

to an adequately buffered and protected historic scene.

Fort Harrison Has one of the effects of HcCle11an's Peninsular Cam-

paign of 1862. That campaign caused much anxiety for the safety of

Richmond. After the Seven Days Battle, the war shifted to other

sectors, and for nearly two years, while the armies fought in northern

Virginia, Haryland, and Pennsylvania, the defensive perimeter of

Richmond was extended and strengthened. By September 1864 Fort

Ha.rrison was a strong eartll\Jorkcommanding the southeastern approaches

to the city.



[- heavy losses on the Confederates. Total casualties in the two-day
\
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One rural lando\Yller has a total of seven legal. access, six of them on



of Bnttlefield Drive and Fort Johnson; on the east side of Battlefield

Driv~ from Fort Harrison to Battery White; on both sides of Battle-

field Drive frofilBat tery hIhite to half-a-mile south of Fort Hoke;

and on the east side of Battlefield Drive fron Kingsland Road to

Fort Brady. It is interesting that the lattermost accesses were

From the standpoint of historical preservation and interpretive devel-

opment, boundary changes appear to be a necessary prerequisite for

mum expanses of vista, allows visitor-use and administrative facilities

on non-historically sensitive locations, provides controlled access

to permit development of an effective protection posture in an in-

creasingly urban environment, and diverts non-recreational traffic and

other non-comforming uses.

From the broader viewpoint of regional development patterns, the entire

expanse of rural land, most of it under cultivation, lying between

Fort Harrison and the James River seemg strategically located and

possessed of high potential for a spacious urban park. There are

resources present ot provide a whole spectrum of recreational activities.

There is room for a Park large enough to contribute significantly to

the forseeable needs of'the urban explosion now under way in this area.





designed in 1862 for the purpose of denying the James River route

to Richmond to enemy forces. The works now threatened by erosion

of the river bank are in remarkably good condition. A small stream

in a deep ravine immediately under the south side of the fort

approximates the park boundary on that side, and becomes the west

full dump on land bordering the south and sou th'''est banks of this

stream. The north boundary of the unit is an artificial property

line betv.1een the Park and a Shell Oil Company refinery. On the

west (creek) boundary, a 60-foot wide corridor extends from the

creek to the right-of-,..rayof Va. Route 1438, '\Thichterminates in a

turning circle at that point. This corridor contains the footpath

and bridge abutment i.;Thichforms the only public access to Drewry's

Bluff. In 1960 Chesterfield County agreed to improve and maintain

the present Va. Route 1438 approach road to Drewry's Bluff in ex-

change for fee simple title to 7.58 acres of land lying adjacent to

the Shell Oil Company property and west of the· present park boundary.

This strip of land was once intended for use as the primary access

route to Dr8\.;Try's Bluff. While no agreement exists about the future

use of the present land-fill dump And the land adjacent to the terminus

of present Va. Route 1438, indications are that Chesterfield County

expects to develop a recreational resource there when the land-fill







\'Jasreimuursed by Virginia Electric and Pm ..1er Company, vho received

from the National Park ServiC8 a perpetual high-voltage power line

right-of-way across (almost parallel to the west boundary of the

Park). This exchange of interstate brought the site to its present

size of 9.82 acres.

former Va. Route 10, which is now a 4-lane highway located farther

north. Between Va. Route 898 and the Park boundary is a 30-foo1:

right-of-way easement. This easement also exists bet\veen the Seaboard

Railroad right-of-way and the Park boundary on the east, as well as

along the western~ost 440 feet of the south boundarv. The remainder

of the south boundary and the west boundary about private holdings.

The legal status of the easements just described has never been tested,

but the weight of opinion is that the Park has no legal access by

reason of their existence.

Wedged on three sides by a railroad, a rOHer transmission line and a

public roadway, respectively, and located in an area destined for

industrial developments which are alreddy moving in adjacent to the

Park, the future of this small tract as parkland appears negligible.

rts historic role is that of a sgement of the line ~eneral Grant

extended from Petersubrg eastward to and along the Howlett Line,




