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Introduction 

INTRODUCTION 

LOCATION 

The North Bridge Unit of Minute Man National Historical Park is located eighteen miles northwest of 

Boston in Concord, Massachusetts. The park unit consists of approximately 114 acres of historic 

farmland divided by the Concord River.1 As the name of the park unit suggests, the central landscape 

feature is the North Bridge. On April19, 1775, colonial militia and minutemen engaged British Regulars 

at the North Bridge during the "ftrst forcible resistance" to "British aggression," the day that marked the 

beginning of the American Revolution (Figures 1-2). 2 

Fields, meadows, and pastures dominated the battleground landscape until the early 1900s, when brush 

and young trees began replacing farmland. Today, only a few fields remain open through periodic 

mowing or under agricultural leases issued to local farmers. Three houses dating to 177 5 are within the 

North Bridge Unit, including the Old Manse owned by the Trustees of Reservations. Other extant 

landscape features dating to the colonial period or contributing to the character of the 1775 agricultural 

landscape include, road traces, stone walls, building ruins, and archeological sites. 

Significant landscape features dating from the nineteenth and twentieth century include c. 1825-1959 

features commemorating the battle at the North Bridge, and features associated with formal estate 

landscapes developed c. 1879-1962. Several acres of commemorative landscape surround the North 

Bridge. The linear landscape includes a tree-lined avenue leading from Monument Street to the North 

Bridge and five monuments and markers, most notably the 1836 Battle Monument and The Minute Man 

statue. The current North Bridge dates to 1956 and is the fourth commemorative bridge constructed at 

the site of the historic North Bridge since 1875. The commemorative landscape and the Monument 

Street parking lot, located opposite the avenue leading to the North Bridge, are owned by the Town of 

Concord and managed by the National Park Service (NPS) through a cooperative agreement. Formal 

estate landscape features include an entrance road and mature trees associated with the Battle Lawn 

estate, later known as Overlea, and extensive gardens, mature trees, drives, and a mansion, caretaker's 

cottage, and carriage house associated with the Buttrick estate. 

1 The number of acres within the current North Bridge Unit is based the National Park Service "Land Status 1v1ap," 
as edited in 1992. Of the total acreage, approximately 6.82 acres are owned by the town of Concord 
(commemorative landscape and portions of Liberty Street, :i\tfonument Street, and Great :Lvieadows Road), 6.82 acres 
are owned by the Trustees of Reservations (Old l\tfanse property), and 13.97 by the State ofrvfassachusetts (Concord 
River). 
2 Quote is part of the text inscribed on the 1836 Batde ~fonument, written by Dr. Edward Jarvis. Edward Jarvis, 
Traditions and Reminiscences of Concord, Massachusetts, 1779-1878, ed. Sarah Chapin (.A.mherst, lVL\: The University of 
:Nfassachusetts Press, c. 1993), p. 223. 
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Introduction 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

A Cultural Landscape Report (CLR) is the primary document used in the treatment and long-term 

management of cultural landscapes. It provides site managers with a comprehensive site history, 

identifies important landscape characteristics and features , compares and analyzes the historic and 

existing conditions, and provides treatment recommendations to guide future site development. 

Numerous research projects and archeological investigations have occurred since the park was 

established in 1959, most centered on an understanding of the 1775 landscape, colonial buildings and 

structures, and the battle at the North Bridge. Report types include historic structure reports, historic 

grounds reports, and archeological reports. Related to the landscape, the most comprehensive are The 

Scene of the Battle, 17 7 5, a historic grounds report written in 1985 by Joyce Lee Malcolm, and the 

dissertation "Plowland, Pastureland, \V'oodland, and Meadow," prepared by Brian Donahue in 1994. 

In 2002 National Register Documentation was completed. Only aspects of the post-1775 landscape are 

included within these reports. 

Building upon earlier NPS research, this CLR provides a comprehensive view of the North Bridge Unit 

landscape from 1635 to present. An understanding of the significance of existing landscape 

characteristics and features, including those dating prior to and after 1775, will help to guide an 

impending line-item construction project scheduled for fiscal year 2004. The project will provide 

comprehensive treatment for historic features . It will include rehabilitation of historic fields, stone walls, 

and Groton Road associated with the 1775 landscape, and rehabilitation of the 1956 commemorative 

North Bridge, allee, and monument bases associated with the conunemorative landscape. 

REPORT ORGANIZATION 

1ne CLR for the North Bridge Unit is organized into four chapters: Site History, Existing Conditions, 

Analysis & Evaluation, and Treatment Recommendations. The first three chapters provide a 

comprehensive study of the entire North Bridge Unit from the seventeenth century to present Historic 

features from the 1775 landscape are identified and documented, as well as significant features from 

subsequent time periods. An understanding of these features provides a basis for the final section, 

Treatment Recommendations. 
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Chapter 1: Site History documents the history of the lands(:ape from the 1600s to present. Historic 

maps and photographs supplement the narrative descriptions. The chapter is subdivided into five 

historical periods. Period map$ accompany the written narrative. 

• Native, Landscape {to 1634) 

• European Settlement (1635-1823) 

• A Century of Change (1824-1924) 

•- Preserving the Concord Battleground (1925'-1958) 

• .Minute Man National Historical Park (1959-present) 

Chapte,r 2: Existing Conditions is organized with a hierarchy of landscape characteristics and features. 

It documents the existing condition of landscape characteristics such as circulation, buildings and 

structures, and vegetation. A detailed description for each landscape feature is included in Chapter 3: 

Analysis and Evaluation. Photographs and an existing conditions plan supplement narrative descriptions. 

Chapter 3: Analysis and Evaluation is organized with the same hierarchy as Chapter 2. The chapter 

summarizes existing National Register Documentation and analyses and evaluates the condition of each 

feature and its contribution to the significance of the landscape. Photographs supplement narrative 

descriptions. 

Chapter 4: Treatment Recommendations follows the hierarchy of the two previous chapters. The 

chapter includes an overarching treatment philosophy and specific treatment recommendations for each 

landscape feature. A treatment plan and photQgraphs supplement narrative descriptions. 

METHODOLOGY 

The sit~ history documents broad landscape changes that have occurred within the North Bridge Unit 

since the 1600s and depends significantly on the synthesis of existing reports and research. Many of the 

reports examined are lo_cated in the park library. Included in this group are numerous historic structure 

reports, historic grounds reports, and archeological research reports completed by NPS staff and others 

since the early 1960s. These reports document the history of structures and sites present during the 

battle in 177 5. 

Pritnary resource material and graphic images were also consulted, as the scope of the project allowed. 

These resources add detail and richness to the synthesized reports. Records and correspondence at the 

National Archives and Record Administration (NARA) in Waltham, the Harvard Graduate School of 

Design's Francis Loeb Library, and the Massachusetts Historical Society provided a better understanding 

of landscape architect Arthur Shurcliffs contribution to preservation of the North Bridge Unit. 

Photographic collections located in the park library and archives, the Concord Free Public Library 

(CFPL), and the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities (SPNEA) provide'd valuable 

images of d1e landscape from c. 1885 to the 1970s. Maps and documents located at the NPS office in 

Boston, the Minute Man National Historical Park land flies, the Concord Free Public Library, the 
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Massachusetts Archives, and the Middlesex County Registry of Deeds (Southern District) depict 

landscape features, land use, land ownership, and roads within the North Bridge Unit from the 1700s to 

present. Especially valuable were numerous reports and documents in the Concord Free Public Library 

that provided an understanding of landscape commemoration and road development within the North 

Bridge Unit. 

Based on information compiled in the site history and found on historical maps, plans, and aerial 

photographs, periods of significance were identified and illustrative period plans were developed. A 

comparative analysis of the period plans versus existing conditions allowed a determination of the overall 

integrity of the site and identification of the landscape's historic features . 

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

Before seventeenth-century European settlement, Native Americans cultivated land and fished within the 

future town of Concord. \Vithin the present-day North Bridge Unit, Native Americans camped on the 

hilltop overlooking the Concord River, and are believed to have gathered food in wet meadows bordering 

the river and grown crops in a field partially located within the unit. 

English Puritans established Concord in 1635. Land within the present-day North Bridge Unit, north of 

the town center, was among the first settled in Concord. The Puritans built houses within the unit on a 

ridgeline bordering the western bank of the Concord River. By the mid-1650s, although probably much 

earlier, settlers within the unit had constructed a bridge (North Bridge) across the river, connected their 

houselots to the center of town. Colonial houselots included a house, a barn, and other outbuildings, and 

often small fields, meadows, orchards, and woodlands. Larger fields, pastures, and wet meadows held in 

common were located throughout the town. 

By 1775, all land within the North Bridge Unit was settled and cleared for agriculture. Seven houselots 

were located within the unit, five on the ridgeline west of the river and two on level ground east of the 

river. Defining spaces within the landscape were stone walls, fences, farm lanes and the Groton Road, 

which crossed the Concord River over the North Bridge. On the morning of April 19, 177 5, the 

agricultural landscape became a battleground. British troops arrived in Concord early in the morning, not 

to engage in battle but to find and destroy colonial arms. Colonial minutemen and militia gathered on the 

ridgeline west of the North Bridge. Observing smoke rising from the center of Concord, they feared the 

British would destroy the town. Standing between the colonials and town center were several British 

companies guarding the bridge. As the minutemen and militia approached, British troops positioned on 

the opposite side of the river ftted, killing two colonials. The colonials returned flre, killing one British 

soldier and mortally wounding two others. The entire battle lasted only minutes. Outnumbered and 

unable to hold their position, British soldiers broke ranks and retreated towards the center of town. 

T"\vo of the dead British soldiers were buried in the field bordering the south side of Groton Road (Old 

Manse field), east of the North Bridge. Except for the graves, the battle appears to have minimally 

altered the battleground landscape. Thirteen years after the battle, the town replaced the North Bridge 
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with a new structure, as had happened routinely ab,out every twenty years since a bridge was fttst built on 

the site in the seventeenth century. In c. 1793, the town removed the North Bridge and discontinued the 

portion of Groton Road crossing over the bridge, following construction of a new bridge further 

downstream. 

About fifty years after the battle at the North Bridge, Concord began to formally celebrate the 

anniversary of the battle. The fttst known public retnembrance occurred in 1824, with a significantly 

larger celebration held in 1825, d1e fiftieth anniversary of the battle. In 1836, the town ere(:ted the 1836 

Battle Monument on land donated to the town. The property included the portion of Groton Ro~d that 

ran between present-day Monument Street and the Concord River, closed to public travel in c. 1793 after 

the removal of the North Bridge. It also included the portion of the field under which the two British 

soldiers were buried. The monument was placed at the western end of the linear parcel, on the east bank 

of the Concord River near the site of the North Bridge. In 1838, the town planted about two hundred 

trees in double rows along the northern and southern edges of the don-ated land, leading to the 

monument. 

Constructed and erected in time for the centennial celebration in 1875 were the 1874 commemorative 

North Bridge and The Minute Man statue. A local citizen, Ebenezer Hubbard, displease-d with the 

location of the 1836 Battle Monument, erected on the site of the British position during the battle at tl1e 

North Bridge, initiated construction of both features. Through his will and an earlier donation, Hubbard 

provided funds to construct a bridge accessing the western bank of the river so that a monument placed 

on the site where colonials fought and died could easily be reached. Also placed in time for the 

celebration was a ,granite marker inscribed "Grave of the British Soldiers'' and inset in a stone wall 

overlooking the gravesite. Concord erected several more monuments in the decades that followed 

in<;:luding the Muster Field Monument (1885) and the John Buttrick Bas-Relief Monument (1915). Both 

were placed within stone walls along Liberty Street. 

Beginning in 1879, des·cendents of colonials who fought during the battle at the North Bridge 

transformed a significant portion of the agricultural landscape overlooking the batdeground into 

suburban country estates. The estates, known as the Battle Lawn estate and the Buttrick estate, sat high 

above the Concord River. Both estates included a mansion, a carriage house or stable, a cottage, and 

fonnal entrances, gardens, and landscaping. 

The battleground increasingly became a tourist destination, especially during anniversary celebrations, on 

patriotic holidays, and during summer weekends. Carriages, followed by automobiles, were allowed to 

cross the North Bridge and park adjacent to the monuments. By 1911, a small tourist stand owned and 

operated by a neighboring property owner stood near the 1836 Battle Monument. In 1927, automobiles 

were no longer allowed to-drive along the avenue leading to the North Bridge. Two years later, the town 

built the Monument Street parking lot, opposite the battleground entrance. 

Most of the land within the North Bridge Unit remained agricultural through the nineteenth and into the 

early twentieth century, except for the commemorative landscape associated with the North Bridge and 

the formal landscapes and gardens of the Battle Lawn and Buttrick estates. Although a few fields and 
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wet meadows had reverted to forest by the early 1940s, most land remained open through the middle of 

the twentieth century. 

In 1956, the federal government formed the Boston National Historic Sites Commission to investigate a 

partnership between the federal government and state and local organizations to preserve significant 

colonial and American Revolutionary properties in and around Boston. The commission recommended 

the establishment of a national park that would include over a hundred acres surrounding the North 

Bridge in Concord (North Bridge Unit) and over four miles along the historic battle route between 

Concord, Lincoln, and Lexington (Battle Road Unit). On September 21, 1959, the federal government 

established Minute Man National Historical Pru:k, and in 1960 the park officially opened. 

Land acquisition within the North Bridge Unit began in 1962 with the purchase of the Buttrick estate, the 

Battle Lawn estate, Flint field, and Honeysuckle Island from the Buttrick family. In 1963, the NPS 

entered into a cooperative agreement with the town of Concord. The agreement allowed the town to 

retain title to the Monument Street parking lot and the commemorative avenue surrounding the 1956 

commemorative North Bridge and charged the federal government with the responsibility of operating 

and maintaining the landscape. 

Early research and preservation efforts within the North Bridge Unit concentrated on buildings and 

archeological sites significant to the battle at the North Bridge. Reports generated include historic 

structure reports for the Elisha Jones house and the Major John Buttrick house.. Archeological studies 

have investigated the location of Groton Road west of the North Bridge and have uncovered the 

foundations of the Ephraim and/ or Willard Buttrick house( s) and the Thomas Brown house. The most 

comprehensive study of the battleground landscape is included within the 1985 historic grounds report 

"The Scene of the Battle." Unfortunately, less effort has been expended on maintaining the landscape 

than on other cultural features. Most of the open fields present in the 1960s have succumbed to 

secondary woodlands, significantly altering the historic character of the landscape. 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Minute Man National Historical Park is listed in the National Register of Historic Places as nationally 

significant for its association with the American Revolution, as an example of early historic 

monumentation, and for its association with American literary figures. The park has local significance in 

the areas of agriculture, archeology, and architecture. The period of significance is listed as 1655 to 1959. 

Based on research conducted for this study, the period should be extended to 1635, in order to recognize 

the earliest date of agricultural land use by Puritan settlers within park boundaries. The CLR also 

identifies Buttrick estate landscape and gardens as potentially significant (local) under criteria C- in the 

area of landscape architecture. 

The CLR presents rehabilitation as the recommended treatment approach. It incorporates treatment 

recommendations included "vithin the March 2003 Title I Report "Save Historic Resources and Provide 

Safe Access, North Bridge, Minute Man National Historical Park, Concord, Massachusetts" prepared by 
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Carol R. Johnson Associates (CRJA) in association with Bargmann Hendrie+ Archetype and Childs 

Engineering Corporation. Historical data obtained during the preparation of this CLR informed the 

CRJA Title 1 Report. 

The CLR recommends: rehabilitation of the North Bridge Unit to reflect the character of the 1775 

landscape. Proposed actions are essential to the mission of the park to "preserve for the benefit of the 

American people certain historic structures and properties ·of outstanding national significance associated 

with th·e \V-ar of the American Revolution," as mandated by the park's enabling legislature (Public Law 

86-321). Actions include preserving and/ or reestablishing features characteristic of 1775 battleground, 

including open fields, stone walls, roads, buildings, and views. Secondarily, this CLR recommends 

protection of significant nineteenth -and twentieth-century landscapes overlaying portions of the 

batdeground. The report recommends preservation of commemorative features, retention of features 

associated with the Battle Lawn landscape, and rehabilitation of the Buttrick estate landscape. 

Commemorative landscape features include the 1956 commemorative North Bridge, monuments, and 

the allee. Estate landscape features include ornamental gardens, specimen trees and shrubs, walks and 

drives, walls,: buildings, and views. 
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CHAPTER 1: SITE HISTORY 

NATIVE LANDSCAPE (TO 1634) 

The North Bridge Unit of Minute Man National Historical Park lies within the nutrient-rich geologic 

depression of glacial Lake Concord, created by the last glacier to cover New England about fifteen 

thousand years ago. The advance and retreat of the glacier molded the landscape managed by Native 

Americans for hundreds of years and settled by English Puritans in the 1600s.3 

Humans have inhabited the region for twelve thousand years. Early people hunted large game animals 

such as mastodon, mammoths and caribou. They supplemented their diet with small animals and plants. 

As the atmosphere warmed and dense forests began to cover the landscape, large game animals 

disappeared from southern New England. The Native American diet changed to include moose and 

deer, smaller game including squirrel and turkey, and a variety of tree nuts. About three thousand years 

ago, a cooler climate led to a decline in forest productivity and a sparser Native American population. 

Over the next two thousand years, Native Americans adapted to the changing landscape by 

supplementing their diet with cultivated fruits and vegetables. 4 As European settlers that would inhabit 

the land along the Musketequid River in the early 1600s, Native Americans manipulated and reshaped the 

landscape to increase food production. Although less intrusive than methods later employed by 

Europeans, Native Americans also cleared agricultural fields, dammed rivers, and managed forests with 
fire. 

By the early seventeenth century, Algonquian people had been planting crops and making fishing weirs 

along the Musketequid River, known today as the Concord River, for over five hundred years. s 

"Musketequi<;l" is a Native American word meaning "grass-ground river" or "meadow river." Fishing 

grounds and agricultural fields managed by Native Americans along the Musketequid River were within 

the future bounds of the Concord plantation (Figure 3). Although the main Native American settlement 

was west of the present-day North Bridge Unit (Nashawtuc Hill), bands of Native Americans camped 

within the present-day North Bridge Unit on the hilltop overlooking the river, west of Liberty Street6 

Com was the most important crop grown by Native Americans. They cleared fields by setting fire to the 

trunks of trees, which destroyed the bark and eventually killed the trees. Corn seeds saved from the 

harvest of the previous year were planted among the dead trees. Typically, the same field would be 

3 Brian Donahue, "Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and Meadow: Husbandry in Concord, 1v1assachusetts, 1635-
1771, (Ph.D. diss., Brandeis University, 1994), pp. 35-45; Brian Donahue and Heidi Hohmann, "Cultural Landscape 
Report for 1-1eriam's Corner, iVfinute Mao National Historical Park" (Boston: National Park Service, Division of 
Cultural Resources :i\1anagement, North .Atlantic Region, 1994), p. 45. 
4 Donahue, "Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and l\Jeadow," pp. 64-71. 
5 Concord Historical Commission, "Historic Resources .Nfasterplan," (1995, updated 2001), pp. 13-14; Donahue, 
"Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and l\feadow," p. 72. 
6 \Villiam Cronan, Changes in the L.and: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England (New York: Hill and Wang, 
1983), pp. 37 -38; Donahue, ''Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and 1tfeadow,, pp. 72-73, 75. 
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Extensive forests covered the Concord landscape. Oaks, ·chestnuts, and pitch pines grew in dry upland 

forests and conifers within river floodplains and swamp forests. Native Americans managed the forest 

by ftre. Once or twice a year they burned extensive acreage to increase production of edible fruits and 

nuts, and to open the landscape for hunting and inland travel. In 1634, \Villiam \Vood, an ·early observer 

and author of the book, New England's Prospett, described forests managed by Native Americans: 

There is no undenvood saving in swamps and low grounds that are wet .... Of these 

swamps .. . being preserved by the wetness of the soil wherein they grow; for it being the 

custom of the Indians to burn the wood in November when the grass is withered and leaves 

dried, it consumes all the underwood and rubbish which otherwise would overgrow the 

country, making it unpassable, and spoil their much affected h\Ulting ... / '9 

The managed forest of widely spaced trees void of undergrowth encouraged the growth of grass and 

other herbaceous plants that, in turn,_ attracted more browsing -game animals. Open pine forest covered 

about a third of the land in the North Bridge Unit west of the Concord River 'before European 

s-ettlement. 10 

9 \Villiam Wood, New England's Prospect, ed. by .~-L\Iden T. \Taughn (.i\.mherst, 1\:Iassachusetts: University of 
:Nfassachusetts Press_, 1977), p. 38. 
1° Concord Historical Conunission, "11astetplan," p. 14; Cronan, Changes In the Land, pp. 49-51; Charles H. Walcott, 
Conford i11 the Colonial Period (Boston: Estes and Lauriat, 1884), p~ 17. 
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EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT (1635 - 1823) 

Early Settlement and Agriculture 

Wbile settlement along the Massachusetts coastline had taken place for fifteen years follo,ving the arrival 

of the first English Puritans, inland settlement began when the Puritans established the Concord 

plantation on the Musketequid River in 1635. Simon Willard, a trapper who traded with Native 

Americans along the Musketequid in the early 1600s, is credited with selecting the plantation site. The 

six-mile square plantation, located approximately sixteen miles from the coast, included more than nine 

miles of river, numerous streams, and seven ponds. The waterways were @led with shad, salmon, and 

alewives, and supported numerous fur-bearing animals. Although Willard's interest in the site may have 

been to further his interest in trapping, settlers were drawn to the area by extensive wet meadows that 

flanked the waterways and upland forests previously opened by fu:e and cultivated by Native Americans. 

The wet meadows and cleared forests provided inunediate livestock feed and fields ready for 

cultivation. 11 

Concord's first settlers, about twelve families, dug earthen burrows into the southern slope of a 

prominent east-west ridgeline (today known as Revolutionary Ridge). By 1636, the town began allocating 

land among the inhabitants.l2 Known as Concord's First Division, each family received a houselot and 

portions of commonly held wet meadows and agricultural fields, a settlement pattern familiar to the 

English Puritans. Early houselots were clustered within one-half mile from the town meetinghouse, as 

ordered by the Massachusetts General Court. They were situated on the well-drained, low terraces of the 

glacial lake bottom, on level to slightly sloping land. Each lot was within easy reach of commonly held 

meadows and agricultural fields.13 While the location of most early houselots complied with the court 

order, several families settled just outside the one-half mile perimeter, along a ridgeline bordering the 

western bank ofMusketequid River within the present-day North Bridge Unit, including those of John 

Heald, Thomas Flint, William Buttrick, Thomas Bateman, and Reverend Peter Bulkeley.14 

In 1635, settlers could have crossed the river on the sandbar just above the outlet of Mill Brook during 

dry months; however, it would have been impassible when the river was high. By 1654, although 

probably much earlier, the town had constructed a simple wooden bridge across the river. Loose planks 

covering the bridge required inspection and occasional rearrangement before crossing. A farm road (later 

11 Donahue, ''Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and Meadow," pp. 155-156; Walcott, Colonial Period, p. 17; George 
B. Bartlett, The Concord Guide Book (Boston: D. Lothrop and Company, 1880), p. 144. 
12 Walcott, Colonial Period, p. 1; J. Franklin Jameson, ed.,Johnson's Wonder-Working Providence, 1628-1651 (New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1910), p. 113; Charles Hosmer Walcott, "Concord Roads," 1938 transcription of Walcott's 
original c. 1880-1890 notes. 
l3 Donahue, "Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and 1,feadow," p. 158; Mary Kate Harrington, et al., MilvL\­
National Register Documentation, November 29, 2002, sec. 8 p. 36; Lemuel Shattuc~ A History of the Town of 
Concord (Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Company, 1835), p. 16. 
14 Leslie .i\. 1\tfead, ":Nianagement Summary, .. Archeological Testing at the North Bridge 'Tisitor Center at :Niinute rvian 
National Historical Park" (Lowell, 1.\;L\: National Park Service, Cultural Resource Center, 1998), p. 3; Ricardo 
Torres-Reyes, "Captain David Brown's House, Historic Data, lVfinute :Nfan National Historical Park" (National Park 
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improved and known as Groton Road) crossed the bridge and connected settlers on both sides of the 

river with the meetinghouse.1s A one-rod (16 1
/ 2 feet) wide causeway led west from the bridge about four 

hundred feet through a four-acre swamp. The elevated gravel road with stone base was probably 

constructed at the same time as the bridge.16 

Early colonial houselots, typically six to eight acres, contained a house, barn and other outbuildings, a 

cowyard, a garden, and often an orchard. Depending upon the soils and terrain, the houselots also 

included tillage land, pasture, meadow, and woods. Adjoining many houselots were small meadow lots of 

two to four acres and upland field and forest lots of up to ten acres. 17 In addition to houselots, early 

colonials received First Division agricultural lots within commonly held tillage fields, wet meadows, and 

special pastures protected by fencing. Although landscape features dictated the location and defined the 

borders of common fields and meadows, interior lots were geometrically defined and often fenced. With 

the exception of special pastures, colonial fences and stone walls served to keep livestock out, not in. 

Cattle, sheep, and pigs roamed freely among undivided forests and pine barrens, known as the 

"commons." Forests also provided timber for construction and fuel. 

Landowners within the present-day North Bridge Unit owned acreage within commonly held tillage fields 

north and east of their houselots, including the Cranefield (or the Great Fields, as it was also known) and 

an area known as Twenty Score. The large fields consisted of a number of privately owned rectangular 

lots clustered together. In early Concord, grouping individual fields together was a necessity because only 

a few fields that had been previously managed by Native Americans were available for immediate use. It 

was also more convenient to put a single fence around a large block of land than to fence small, 

inclividuallots.18 

Most English grains did not grow well in New England. Early colonials cultivated Indian com as their 

principal bread grain. Corn grew well in the hot, dry New England summers and on the poor sandy soils 

first available to the colonials. Planted in hills and cultivated by hoe, com was particularly adapted to 

grow on partially cleared land, among tree stumps and boulders.19 

Each landowner also held thirty to fifty acres of wet meadow located within four to six common 

meadows scattered throughout the plantation, including the Great Meadow located on the east side of 

the Concord River, north of the Cranefield (Great Field). The meadows supplied winter feed for 

Service, Division of History, Office of .l\.rcheology and Historic Preservation, 1969), p. 7; Wheeler, "North Bridge 
Neighbors," pp. 2, 46, 62. 
15 Wheeler, "North Bridge Neighbors," p. 2; Concord Town Records, l\1arch 9, 1654, as cited in Donahue, 
"Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and Meadow,'' p. 221-222; Joyce Lee lYfalcolm, "Scene of the Battle, 1775, 
Historic Grounds Report, lYlinute Man National Historical Park" (National Park Service, North ..~.'\.tlantic Regional 
Office, Division of Cultural Resources, 1985), p. 111. 
16 Completion Report for Work Order No. 406-211712[Groton Road west of the North Bridge], n.d, p. 2 . 
.~.'\rcheological investigations uncovered two hundred feet of the causeway just west of the bridge. To serve as an 
effective causeway it would have had to "continue for another 250 feet in order to reach the foot of the hill for the 
distance across the swamp is 600 feet." Leland J . ..~.\bel, "..~.\rcheological Explorations for Traces of the Historic 
Roads west of the Great North Bridge in Concord" (National Park Service, 1965), pp. 33-34. 
17 Donahue, ''Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and 1-'Ieadow," p. 161. 
ts Ibid., pp. 165-166. 
19 b'd I 1 .,p.167. 
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livestock. A portion of a small, commonly held meadow along the river just south of the Thomas 

Bateman and Thomas Brown houselots was located within the present-day North Bridge Unit. \Vhile 

each landowner probably owned acreage within common meado\vs, at least several houselots within the 

present-day North Bridge Unit included wet meadows.2o William Wood also described the native 

meadows typically used by European settlers: 

There be likewise in diverse places near the plantations great broad m eadows, wherein grow 

neither shrub nor tree, lying low, in which plains grows as much grass as may be thrown out with 

a scythe, thick and long, as high as a man's middle, some as high as the shoulders, so that a good 

mower may cut three loads in a day. But many object, this is but a coarse fodder. True it is that 

it is not so fine to the eye as English grass, but it is not sour, thought it grow thus rank, but being 

made into hay the cattle eat it as well as it were hay and like as well with it.21 

Several designated pastures, with names such as "ox pasture,'' "horse pasture," and "sheep pasture" were 

located along the outskirts of the village. These were enclosed pastures, unlike common grazing areas, 

although apparently they were not subdivided into individual lots. Included within the present-day North 

Bridge Unit is a portion of a colonial "calf pasture." Bounded to the north and northwest by the 

Concord River and to the east by Mill Creek, the enclosed pasture may have been a protective area for 

newly weaned calves.22 

The majority of the Concord landscape remained undivided land. The "commons" as they were known, 

lay outside the houselots, common tillage fields, common meadows, and small-enclosed pastures. The 

undivided land was primarily deciduous forest, although pine plains covered a portion of the terrain. 

Here, livestock roamed freely. William Wood also described New England forests: 

The timber of the country grows straight and tall, some trees being twenty, some thirty foot high, 

before they spread forth their branches; generally the trees be not very thick, though there may 

be many that will serve for mill posts, some being three foot and half over.23 

Unfortunately, forests managed for centuries by Native American's to encourage browsing animals were 

inadequate for foraging animals. It would take generations to clear the forests and to plant grasses suited 

to cattle and sheep.24 

In 1643 and again in 1645, the Puritans petitioned the Massachusetts General Court requesting more 

land. They expressed dissatisfaction with the "povertie and meaness of the place," especially within 

" those lands we now have interest in."25 In the 1643 petition, the landscape was described as "very 

20 Ibid., p. 174. The meadow acreage along the river was sold by the town c. 1734. It was one of only several 
parcels of land still in public ownership. Concord Town Records, I\1 59, as cited in Wheeler, "North Bridge 
Neighbors," p. 35; Malcolm, "Scene of the Batde," p . 113. 
2t Wood, Ne2v England's Prospect, pp. 33-34. 
22 Donahue, "Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and ~vfeadow," pp. 185-186, 212. 
23 \Vood, New England's Prospect, p. 38. 
2~ Donahue, ''Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and l\'feadow," pp. 186-187. 
25 Petition to the General Court, :Niay 14, 1645 as quoted by Shattuc~ Town of Concord, p. 16; Petition to the General 
Court, September 7, 1643 as quoted by Shattuck, Town of Concord, p. 15. 

15 



Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

barren" and the meadows "very wet and unuseful."26 The 1645 petition stated "maney houses in the 

Towne stand voyde of Inhabitants, and more are likely to be ... if more go from us we shall neither 

remayne as a congregation nor as a town." 27 By the mid-1640s about a seventh of the population left for 

Connecticut, including William Bateman, brother of Thomas Bateman who was one of the original 

settlers within the present-day North Bridge Unit.28 

In the early 1650s, Concord fmalized plans for its Second Division of land. New land recendy granted by 

the General Court, abandoned land, and land previously held in common was re-distributed among the 

remaining settlers. To facilitate distribution, the town divided into three 'quarters': the North Quarter, 

the South Quarter, and the East Quarter (Figure 5). Concord's North Quarter included land within the 

present-day North Bridge Unit. Within each quarter, landowners were allotted three acres of Second 

Division land for every acre received during the First Division. Re-distribution took a decade, and when 

complete houselots once confined to the town center extended throughout the six-mile square 

plantation. 29 

Most or all of the houselots within the present-day North Bridge Unit were well established before the 

Second Division. In 1660, nine families lived within the borders of the unit on both sides of the 

Concord River. Five houselots owned by members of the Smedley, Jones, Blood (two houselots), and 

Barrett families stood east of the Concord River along the public way leading to the meetinghouse. To 

the west, members of the Brown, Heald, Buttrick, and Flint families lived along the ridgeline overlooking 

the river (Figure 6).30 

26 Petition to the General Court, September 7, 1643 as quoted by Shattuck, Town of Concord, pp. 14-15. 
27 Petition to the General Court, Nfay 14, 1645 as quoted by Shattuck, Town of Concord 16. 
28 D. Hamilton Hurd, History of Middlesex Counry, Massachusetts, vol. 2 (Philadelphia: J. W. Lewis & Co., 1890), p . 157; 
Wheeler, "North Bridge Neighbors," p. 110. 
29 John C. MacLean, A Rich Haroest: The History, Buildings, and People of Uncoln, Massachusetts (Lincoln Center, 1L~: 
Lincoln Historical Society, 1988), p. 54. The configuration of houselots within the North Bridge Unit, established 
during the original settlement period, remained virtually unchanged after the Second Division. 
30 John F. Luzader, "11ajor John Buttrick House, 1vfinute j\;fan National Historical Park, Historic Structures Report, 
Part I, Historical Data Section" (National Park Service, Division of History, Office of .A.rcheology and Historic 
Preservation, 1968), p . 8. 
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Development of Roads and Bridges 

North Quarter landowners were responsible for maintaining the North Bridge and "all the heighwayes 

from the training place [just north of town center] to the great Rivers with the bridge, and all that is to be 

done with the North sid[e] thereof."31 

North Bridge 

Weather, spring floods, and decay necessitated continuous maintenance and reconstruction of the North 

Bridge. Known dates of reconstruction indicate the life-span of the colonial bridge ranged from twenty 

to thirty years.32 In 1659, Concord requested money from Middlesex County to maintain both the North 

and South Bridge. The town received thirty pounds and rebuilt both bridges in 1660. Although records 

specifying reconstruction of the North Bridge between 1660 and 1730 have not been located, it is 

probable Concord replaced the bridge twice during the period. This assumption is based on known dates 

of reconstruction for the South Bridge. Available records indicate the North Bridge was replaced in 

1731.33 

In 17 48, John Hunt and others petitioned the town to build a new bridge in the North Quarter, either at 

the site of the extant North Bridge or "some where near the House of Mr. John Flint," where they stated 

passage across the river would "serve to accommodate the Public much more and Better than where it 

now stands."34 The petition described the bridge as ''very much gone to Decay'' and "often Impassable 

so that strangers as well as those who known the ground Dare not assume the passin over," often for 

several weeks during times of high floods.35 It also noted that the causeway leading west from the bridge 

was "very long and low and narrow" rendering it ''Very Uncomfortable- and in the winter season [ ] 

Impassable [impossible] Passing over with teams at some times by Reason of the Drifts of snow ... 

which [crowdeth] People on to this River." The petition was denied. 

Two years later, the town purchased a strip of land from Captain Jonathan Buttrick along the southern 

edge of his farm to build a new causeway to replace the inadequate causeway described in the 17 48 

petition. Buttrick agreed to sell the land provided the town paid for construction of a "good and 

sufficient wall" separating the proposed roadway from his property. The new causeway, constructed just 

north of the original, stretched about four hundred feet in a straight line then curved towards the north 

where it ended at the foot of the ridge overlooking the river. It measured six hundred feet long by about 

forty feet wide. The town constructed the roadway out of sandy clay, possibly dug from borrow pits 

nearby. To facilitate drainage the roadbed was crowned in the middle, probably with gravel. The stone 

wall, as described in 1770, was low, broad, and constructed with very large stones. It provided pedestrian 

31 Concord Town Records, September 1, 1654 as quoted by David L. Leonard, "The Great North Bridge and 
Historic Wall West, lVfinute lV!an National Historical Park" (Denver: National Park Service, Denver Service Center, 
Historic Preservation Team), p. 3. 
32 Judith Q. Sullivan, "Old North Bridge, Historic Structure Report, Developmental History," DR.i\.FT (National 
Park Service, Northeast Regional Office, Historic ... '\rchitecture Program, June 2003); Walcott, Colonial Period, p. 77. 
Known dates of construction include pre-1654, 1660, 1731, 1760, and 1788. 
33 Sullivan, "Old North Bridge," pp. 16-23. 
3~ Concord Town Records, February 7, 1748. (Concord, :i\'iassachusetts: Concord Library :N!icrofilm, roll 014) . 
3s Ibid. 
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access to the bridge when floodwaters covered the adjacent causeway. The wall would have stood on the 

north side of the road, since Buttrick did not own the land between the road and the river. Construction 

of the new causeway and stone wall was complete by 1753.36 

In 1760, Concord replaced the North Bridge and constructed "a new wall at the westerly end of the 

causey ... where the old wall stood."37 The bridge was a simple wooden structure covered with loose 

planks that, as they did on earlier bridges, often needed to be re-arranged before crossing (Figure 7). This 

is the bridge that spanned the river during the battle at the North Bridge on April19, 1775. In 1770, 

Concord hired Captain David Brown to construct a railing along the stone wall adjacent to the causeway 

to aid pedestrian crossing. The railing consisted of a single handrail attached to posts set at intervals 

along the wall.38 

Roads 

Road realignments and repairs occurred throughout the colonial period. In 1699, Concord formally laid 

out existing ways and paths on the \Vestem side of the bridge used for decades by landowners within the 

present-day North Bridge Unit, and those farther to the north and west. As described in town records, 

the road followed the causeway west of the bridge then went "up ye hill Betwixt Thomas Brown Senior 

and Samuel Buttrick's land untill it corns on ye upper end of Thomas Brown Junior his homelott and 

then turning westerly as ye fence now standeth," continuing west to Groton. I<nown as the Groton 

Road, it was one of Concord's most important roads during the colonial period.39 Between 1764 and 

1765, Concord discontinued public use of a portion of the road within the present-day North Bridge Unit 

"under the hill" and constructed a new roadbed. During the same period, the town paid Captain David 

Brown for building "two walls through his pasture upon the new laid out way." The road appears to have 

run between the Buttrick and Brown properties, possibly similar to its 1699 layout.40 

After passing over the North Bridge and the causeway, the Groton Road forked to the east and to the 

west. The east branch of the Groton Road ran northeast up the hill towards Buttrick land along the 

ridgeline. The west branch ran parallel along the river to the Bateman houselot. Prior to 17 49, the west 

branch of the Groton ended about nine hundred feet west of the fork, where a bridleway began.41 The 

bridleway dated to at least 1670.42 In 1701, the North Quarter granted John Hunt (Bateman's neighbor 

to the west) permission to set up a gate at the point where the two ways met, provided he did not "hinder 

36 Leonard, "Great North Bridge," pp. 14-15; .L'\.bel, "Historic Roads," pp. 35-36;John F. Luzader, ''Wall West of 
the Great North Bridge, ivfinute l\:lan National Historical Park, Historic Structures Report, Part II" (National Park 
Service, Office of .i\rcheology and Historic Preservation, 1968), p. 5. 
37 Concord Town Records, November 7, 1760; Concord Town Records, I\T, 178. 
38 1Vfalcohn, "Scene of the Batde,'' 111; Shattuck, Town of Concord, p. 111. 
39 Walcott, Colonial Period, p. 81; Concord Town Records, Book 2, March 14, 1699 as quoted by ivfalcohn, "Scene of 
the Battle," p. 125; Walcott, "Concord Roads." 
4° Concord Town Records, Book 4, 229, 242-243 as quoted by Torres-Reyes, "Captain Brown's House," p. 9; 
Concord Town Records: Book 3, pp. 406-407. 
41 _Archeological investigation indicates that the right branch of the Groton Road varied between seven to teo feet in 
width, narrower than the left branch, which measured in one location twenty feet Traces of sand and gravel along 
at least a part of the length of the right branch were found, while no surface material was detected on the portion of 
the left branch excavated. Completion Report for Work Order No. 406-211712 (n.d), p. 2. 
-'-2 \"X! alcott, "Concord Roads." 
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or prohibbit the sd [said] way from being Improved as a Bridle way at all times & seasons" and he made 

"provisions for comfortable passing for horses & Teames .. . at sd gate."43 Nearly fifty years later, the 

bridleway was improved and opened for general travel. About fifty landowners purchased land from 

John Hunt and Abishai Brown to "open a Three Rod ( 49 1
/2 feet) way to the acceptance of the town 

from said Abishai Browns to the Gate between said John Hunt &John Batemans.'' 44 

Figure 7. Detail of the North Bridge, as depicted in the Doolittle Print, Plate III, The Engagement at the 
North Bridge in Concord, c. 1775. 

43 Concord town meeting, .. A.pril11, 1701 (Town Records, box 2, roll3, 1655-1784, Concord Free Public Library). 
Each quarter was self-governing, similar to a ward within a city. ~funicipal regulations continued to be enforced 
within the quarter system until the early 1800s. Shattuck, Town of Concord, pp. 35-36 . 
.w Petition to open bridle way "from Hunt's gate/' 1-'larch 20, 1748 (Town Records, box 2, rol14, 1655-1784, 
Concord Free Public Library). Document notes that the way was accepted at a town meeting on 11arch 6, 1749. 
List of subscribers that promised funds to open bridle way, December 12, 1748 (fown Records, box 3, roll14, 
Concord Free Public Library). 
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Agriculture in the Eighteenth Century 

During the decades following Concord's Second Division, the common field system slowly dissolved and 

farmland, through sale and trade, consolidated around the houselots. In 1734, Concord appointed a 

committee to "search into the Common Land and Report thereon."45 The committee found only six 

parcels of land still held in common, totaling 226 acres and a few rods. One parcel may have been 

partially located within the present-day North Bridge Unit- a meadow along the northern bank of the 

Concord River, south of the Thomas Bateman and Thomas Brown houselots, described above. In 1738, 

Concord voted to sell all of the land still owned by the town to provide housing for the new minister.46 

In the mid-1700s, while many fields had consolidated around houselots on the outskirts of town, farmers 

in the center of town (including within the present North Bridge Unit) continued to work scattered 

holdings. Their close proximity to the Great Meadow and the Great Field (Cranefield) to the north 

originally held in common but now owned individually, made carting to and from their homelots 

reasonable.47 Common herding also continued, although enclosed pastures designed to keep livestock in, 

not out, .replaced most First Division commons. Of all land types, Concord's forests became the most 

privatized. By 1700, landowners had cleared thirty percent of Concord's forests for fields and pastures.48 

In the 1700s, farmers depended on panniers, or large baskets, carried on the backs of animals to transport 

agricultural goods. The small carrying capacity of the baskets limited the amount of crops or dairy 

products a farmer could transport to Boston, confining most trade to local markets. An exception was 

livestock, especially cattle that was easily transported on the hoof. Uvestock was one of the few 

agricultural products directly traded for English goods during the eighteenth century. A comparison of 

livestock owned by Samuel Buttrick and that of Major John Buttrick illustrates an increased emphasis on 

livestock production. In 1717, Samuel Buttrick owned four cow and two sheep.49 Fifty-four years later 

his grandson Major John Buttrick owned nine cows, twelve sheep, and two swine. so 

Ample supplies of winter fodder and high quality hay were necessary to support cattle. Eighteenth­

century farmers continually drained their wet meadows to improve hay production and slowly converted 

the remaining forest into additional pasture. European "Herd's grass" or ''Timothy grass" became one of 

the most .important sown hay crops in the colony during the 1700s. Cattle production increased as hay 

production improved through increased acreage and the success of imported varieties. 

By 1775, the area within the present-day North Bridge Unit had been settled and under agricultural 

production for over 125 years by European immigrants. Houselots occupied most of the land within the 

unit. \Vhile houselots generally included small fields, wet meadow, orchards, and vegetable gardens, most 

landowners still owned large fields, pastures, and meadows scattered throughout the North Quarter. 

Stone walls and wooden fences divided the houselots and agricultural spaces within them. Running 

45 Concord Town Records, 1-1ay 23, 1734 as quoted by Walcott, Colonial Period, p. 83. 
46 Concord Town Records J.\T, 59 as cited in Wheeler, ''North Bridge Neighbors," p. 35. During the colonial 
period, Concord paid each new minister a cash setdement so that he could purchase his own home. 
47 Donahue, ''Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and 1\1eadow," pp. 236,344. 
48 Ibid., p. 246; Concord Historical Conunission, "j\'fasterplan," pp. 13-14. 
49 Concord .A.ssessors List, 1717 as quoted by \V'heeler, "North Bridge Neighbors," p. 74. 
5° Concord .i\ssessors List, 1771 as quoted by Malcolm, "Scene of the Batde," p. 119. 
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through the area and crossing at the North Bridge, were the Concord River (Musketequid River) and 

Groton Road. A large portion of the land bordering the eastern side of the river was a wet meadow 

(Figure 8). 

Five houselots stood west of the North Bridge on top of the ridgeline overlooking the river, along both 

branches of the Groton Road (Figure 8). The Flint and Brown homes were quite old at the time of the 

battle, both believed to have been constructed c. 1635. Major John Buttrick lived in a house his father, 

Jonathan Buttrick, had built for his parents c. 1710 to 1717. It replaced an original house built by his 

great grandfather William Buttrick that dated to Concord's early settlement. John Buttrick's brother 

Ephraim lived in the house built by John Heald, c. 1635. His other brother Willard lived in a new house 

constructed c. 1771-1775 on land deeded to him by Ephraim. Two houselots stood along the road east 

of the North Bridge (present-day Monument Street). Reverend William Emerson lived on the original 

Blood houselot in a house built c. 17 69-1770, today known as the Old Manse. Elisha Jones lived across 

the road in a house that may have included at its core the house built by John Smedley before 1640.51 

51 Wheeler, ''North Bridge Neighbors," p. 46; Torres-Reyes, "Captain Brown's House,'' p. 7; 
Luzader, "1-1ajor John Buttrick House," p. 6; Harrington, et al., National Register (draft), sec. 7 p. 4, sec. 8 pp. 10, 
13; ~vlalcolm, "Scene of the Battle," pp. 118, 120. 
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Chapter 1: Site History 

The Battle at the North Bridge & the American Revolution 

Prior to the battle at the North Bridge, colonists established the Provincial Congress. The Provincial 

Congress collected taxes previously paid to the Crown Government and used the funds to finance a 

citizen militia force independent of Crown controL While the British government maintained control of 

Boston and nearby towns, the outlying towns were loyal to the Provincial Congress. 

In October 1774, the Provincial Congress directed colonial field officers to enlist at least one-quarter of 

all of the militia into "M:inute companies. "M:inutemen, as they were known, were trained as instant 

response companies ready to march upon short notice. In February 1775, the First Provincial Congress 

ordered storage of military arms within the towns of Concord and Worcester. Colonel James Barrett was 

placed in charge of Concord's military stores. British Governor-General Gage became increasingly 

concerned about the growing supply of military stores in Concord and Worcester. On the evening of 

April18 and 19, 1775, Gage ordered British troops to march to Concord to seize and destroy military 

stores. Although cautioned not to plunder inhabitants or damage private property, several buildings 

caught ftte during British occupation. Whether careless or purposeful, the f.tre angered colonials and 

ignited the battle at the North Bridge. 

Battle at the North Bridge 

While fighting at the North Bridge took less than three minutes, British and colonial troop movements 

associated with the battle occurred over a nine-hour period-from approximately 1:00 a.m. when the first 

alarm bell mustered the militia and minute companies, until about 12:00 noon when British troops left 

the center of town. Within the present-day North Bridge Unit, British and colonial troops moved and 

positioned themselves within the fields and houselots overlooking the North Bridge, and on both the east 

and west branch of the Groton Road and its causeway. 

After initially being mustered at 1:00 a.m., Concord men disbanded and were ordered to reassemble again 

at the beat of a drum. The dismissed men assisted Colonel James Barrett by moving unbidden military 

stores into private buildings and neighboring towns. Around 8:00 a.m., seven hundred British troops 

arrived in the center of Concord. 

In addition to being in charge of Concord's military stores, Colonel James Barrett commanded the 

colonial force on April 19, 1775. Although he initially ordered troops to take position on a hill about a 

mile north of the meetinghouse, he later ordered them to withdraw west across the North Bridge to 

Punkatasset Hill (not within North Bridge Unit) where they would wait for reinforcements. Major John 

Buttrick lead the colonials to Punkatasset Hill and Colonel Barrett rode to his farm (not within the North 

Bridge Unit) to insure military supplies were concealed. 

Crossing the North Bridge close behind the colonials were several British companies assigned to destroy 

military stores on Colonel Barrett's farm and to secure the North Bridge. In all, four British companies 

proceeded to Barrett's farm along the west branch of the Groton Road; three remained to guard the 

North Bridge. One of the companies left to guard the bridge was positioned on the cause'\vay just west 
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of the bridge, another on the Ephraim and Willard Buttrick houselots, and the third in Captain David 

Brown's cow pasture located on high ground overlooking the bridge, known today as the Muster Field. 

\Vbile British troops continued to search for military stores, two colonial companies from neighboring 

Bedford arrived to join five Concord and two Lincoln companies already assembled on and near 

Punkatasset Hill. Individuals and small groups from Carlisle, Littleton, and Chelmsford also arrived. The 

combined force advanced towards Captain David Brown's cow pasture (Muster Field). As the colonials 

approached, the two British companies positioned on the Buttrick houselots and in Brown's cow pasture 

withdrew to the North Bridge, joining the British company positioned on the causeway just west of the 

bridge. Hemmed in by the Concord River on one side and a wet meadow on the other, and concerned 

about the size of the colonial force, the British sent for reinforcements from the center of town. 

Though not fully mustered, the colonials formed rank on Brown's cow pasture (Muster Field). Captain 

Issac Davis's Acton Company arrived just before 9:00a.m., and soon after the colonial troops noticed 

smoke rising from several buildings in the center of Concord. Fearing the British would bum down the 

town, the colonials advanced toward the town, prepared to engage British troops at the North Bridge. 

Under the command of Colonel John Barrett, Major John Buttrick led the advance of about 450 colonials 

towards the North Bridge, along the west branch of the Groton Road. Captain Isaac Davis's company 

led the march. Outnumbered, the three British companies guarding the North Bridge withdrew to the 

eastern side of the bridge. To secure more time to get into formation and to allow reinforcements to 

arrive, the last British troops to cross the bridge began to remove bridge planks. 

Two of the three British companies scrambled to form a narrow column facing west towards the bridge; 

the third was to form supporting flanks in the adjacent fields. However, because of the speed of the 

colonial advance, the British were not able to form as planned. The colonials approached the bridge in 

double file, a typical formation for moving troops along a narrow route and considered a routine 

marching formation, not one of assault. As Major Buttrick approached the North Bridge, he noticed 

three planks had been removed and ordered the British soldiers to stop removing planks. The British 

soldiers stopped and crossed to the eastern side of the bridge, then jumped over a stone wall separating 

the road from Reverend William Emerson's cow pasture, today known as the Old Manse field. These 

soldiers, and only a few others, formed the British left flank. 

Although Major Buttrick noted British soldiers forming what must have been perceived as a threatening 

formation, he was under orders not to ftte unless frred upon. The first shot appears to have been ftred by 

a British soldier from a flank position in Emerson's cow pasture (Old Manse field). Two more British 

shots and then a volley of British ftte that wounded two colonials immediately followed. After which, 

Major John Buttrick ordered the colonials to return ftre. In response, all colonials that could fire without 

hitting men in front of them did so, some undoubtedly breaking ranks. In the exchange of fire that 

followed, Captain Isaac Davis and Private Abner Hosmer died. On the British side, two of the soldiers 

who had jumped the wall into Emerson's cow pasture after removing the planks from the bridge were hit 

by colonial fire. Their captain and three other officers had also been shot. The entire exchange lasted 

only a minute or two (Figure 9). 
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Figure 9. Doolirde Print, Plate Ill, The ~mcnt at the •onh Bndge m Concord, c. 1775. 1\.ote the 
British Regulars along Groton Road east (right) of the Nonh Brid~ and m the Old Man c field, Lhe 
Colonials :dong the Groton Road ·west (left) of the bnd~c. and the surrounding ~PTiculrurallandscape. 
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Cultur:1l L:md:-capc Repon for ~orth Bndge L JUt. Mmute i\ lan N:u10nal HJ-.roncal Park 

l'ht Bnc ... h pos!Uonc..-d tht.:m. eke, to confront ilie coloniah. but no .. hot:: u·cre exchanged Thetr 

manc..Utc, to dt.">lrCI) nulH:lr) ... upptit.:<: not to kill coloruah. and the Lrong col< tmal dc:fcn,•n· po--mon \\1th 

nc..'llrb) n·mforccnwm!> on Brnwn'5 CO\\ pasrure (:\lu"tt:r held \Wrc go<><i r~.-:t!-~Ons nor to a ruck tlw 

colonuk On the colonial s.~dc. 1\laJOr Bunnck apparemh- rct.um:d tlu con,cn"aon.• policy of not iinng 

unless tired upon. \bo. iorty rocb 66ll iect) \\lh beyond ctTcctJ\ c rnu"kl·t range .. \fter about ten 

mmutc:-. British troop" conunucc..f thctr march to the center of town, Smnc..· of the coloruah re-cro~~cd 

tlw Nurth Bridgt." to JOin troop~ g:ttht.'rt.:J on tht: cmv pa~tUrt.', \\llllc other- mn~ han• cut acw:-:.- the Gn::u 

"\ [c:~dnw~ to w:ut for the.• Hnn-.h at i\Ic..•ri:un':- Comer. 

\-.. the four Bnosh compantc' :-cnt tu Barrcrr', farm marched hack to\\"anJ, the center of town along the 

c..':lsr branch of the Gmton Road, tlwy nouced ilie coloma! ... gathercJ on the ~ilNcr held :md d1t.' ab~l'nce 

CJf Bnush t:roops guarding thl' ~orrh Bndge. Crossing the bndgl.', tht• Bnu-.h compamcs marchc:J pa't 

the tuo dead Bou"h .;oJc..bcrs. ·n1ey dJd nor .. rop w rewe,·c the lxKI•e .... po:.stbl} fc:trful oi a colonul 

:tttack. \bout oooo, th'"· Bnu~h force lcir the ct.:nter of tm.Hl unau-are the wo~l batde u·a:. 'et to come.-, 

along the eighteen-mile route from Concord w Bo:oton.>2 

a.t.LT OF T1&00l'e lfZ.I.R ZLIIIDJ. JOlU:8'1 lrntlaL 

Figure 10. View of reucating Briti h ltoops in front of the Elisha Jones I louse as depacted in ''The 
Concord Fight," Harper'<: i\ 'ew .ilontll~~ .lfagazine, Ma) 1875. 

52 f·or more in£ 'muuou about 1hc b:anlc :n the ~onh Bndge ~'t' Dougb~ P ':abm. ·· \pril 19 1-:;, .\ 
Ht~tonognphtc:U Studv. Put Ill - Concord .. Concord :\1.\· :-.::aunn~ Part Scn1cc, :\linute ~Lm '-:monallli~tonol 
Park, 19S7). 
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Chapter 1: Site History 

The War Continues 

April19, 1775, marked the opening day of the American Revolution, a conflict that would continue for 

seven more years. Concord supported the ensuing war by periodically supplying men and by providing 

requested resources to the colonial army. Minutemen and militia from the town served in numerous 

campaigns including the siege on Boston, and the battles at Bunker Hill, Dorchester Heights, Fort 

Ticonderoga, and Rhode Island.53 W1llle the demand for soldiers and supplies generally caused financial 

hardship within the town, some individuals benefited through the sale of surplus agricultural products. 

Money paid to soldiers and for the purchase of supplies for the army necessitated higher taxes, and 

extensive wartime printing of paper money resulted in inflated prices. 54 

For a brief period after the war economic hardships persisted. Taxes remained high, paper money was 

nearly worthless, and some found their debts insurmountable. Rural landowners were the hardest hit; 

many local farm fields and buildings were neglected. In 1791, Concord had five fewer houses, thirty-two 

fewer barns, seventy-seven fewer cattle, and cultivated 419less acres than in 1781, despite a larger 

population. The economy of Massachusetts recovered during the 1790s and flourished in the decades 

that followed. 55 By the early 1800s, Concord farmers increasingly produced crops and livestock for cash 

sale. They cleared more forest for pasturage and increased production of beef and dairy cattle. Timber 

cut from the forest was sold as lumber and fuel to satisfy the Boston market. 56 

Improved Roads and Bridges 

New and improved roads, along with larger \vagons, helped fanners transport agricultural products and 

timber to the urban market. Significant roadway and bridge improvements occurred within the present­

day North Bridge Unit during the late 1700s. In 1788, the town replaced the North Bridge that stood 

during the batde at the North Bridge. Among the men paid for constructing the new bridge were 

Captain David Brown, Lieutenant Elisha Jones, and Colonel John Buttrick, all present during the battle 

and landowners within the present-day North Bridge Unit. 57 1bree years later, neighboring landowners 

reiterated the 1748 request (seep. 18) to remove the North Bridge and to construct a new bridge near the 

home of John Flint. This time the town granted the request. In c. 1793, Concord constructed a new 

bridge, known as Flint's Bridge, downstream from the North Bridge (Figure 11).58 

A year before, the town constructed another bridge, known as Red Bridge (later as Hunt's Bridge), 

upstream from the North Bridge. Both bridges were built along the perimeter of the present-day North 

53 Samuel Drake, History of Middlesex County, Massachusetts., vol. 1 (Boston: Estes and Lauriat, Publishers, 1880), pp. 
390-391; Shattuck, Town of Concord, pp. 124-125. 
54 :NfacLean, RidJ Haroest, pp. 307-309. 
55 Ibid., pp. 309, 319, 326; Drake, Middlesex Coun!J, vol. 1, p. 391. 
56 Harrington, et al., National Register (draft), sec. 8 pp. 40-41 . 
57 North Bridge Committee Report, September 13, 1788. Copy of the report is found in Leonard, "Great North 
Bridge," p. 9. 
58 Sullivan, "Old North Bridge," p. 68. 
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Chapter 1: Site History 

A CENTURY OF CHANGE (1824-1924) 

TI1e early nineteenth century landscape was similar to the 1775 agricultural landscape. It consisted of 

houselots, orchards, fields, pastutes; and meadows ordered by rural roads and stone walls. Although 

agriculture would remain the primary occupation among landowners '\vithin the present-day North Bridge 

Unit through the 1800s, the battleground landscape and its land use would significantly change as the 

century progressed. Descendents of colonials who fought in the battle at the North Bridge began to 

formally commemorate the battle in the mid-1820s by holding celebrations and erecting monuments. 

\Vhile the acreage occupied by the monuments was small, the impact on the battleground landscape was 

enormous, attracting hundreds, then thousands of tourists each year. Colonial descendents further 

altered the landscape by constructing suburban estates within the present-day North Bridge Unit during 

the late 1800s, and early 1900s. Built on the hillside overlooking the Concord River, the two estates 

included mansions and formal gardens. 

Battleground Commemoration: 1824-1924 

Let us commemorate the events, with which the momentous revolutionary crisis was 

brought on; let us gather up the traditions which still exist; let us show the world, that if we 

are not called to follow the examples of our fathers, we are at least not insensible to the 

worth of their characters; not indifferent to the sacrifices and trials by which they purchased 

our prosperity. 62 

Edward Everett, 1825 

Early Commemoration: 1824-1869 

For nearly fifty years after the battle at the North Bridge, the anniversary of the battle and the significance 

of the North Bridge batd,eground app·ear to have not been formally recognized by the town of Concord. 

As time passed, descendents of the colonial militia and minutemen who fought at the North Bridge 

commemorated the battle through anniversary celebrations and the construction of monuments. They 

placed their most significant monuments at the site of the North Bridge and preserved a portion of th~ 

1775 road that once lead to the bridge. Beginning in 1824 and continuing today, the commemorative 

landscape has played a significant role in yearly celebrations. 

The first significant celebration appears to have taken place on April19, 1824, forty-nine years after the 

batde. According to an account in the Concord Gazette & Middlesex Yeoman, the Concord Artillery 

Company and the Light-Infantry "paraded in honor of the anniversary," marching for the f.trst time in 

their "new and appropriate uniforms, [making] a very elegant and martial exhibition."63 At a dinner held 

after the military maneuvers, the town drank toasts to thirteen surviving patriots. Following the dinn·er,. 

the military compani~s paraded to the site of th-e North Bridge (removed in 1793). Reverend Ezra Ripley 

62 Edward Everett, An Oration Delivered at Concord, April the Nineteenth 1825, 1825 (Boston: Cununings, Hillard, and 
Company, 1825), p. 13-14. 
63 ''.A.nniversary of .A.pril19, 1775." Concord Gazette & Middlesex Yeoman, .A.pri124, 1824. The .L\prill9, 1823 edition 
of the Concord Gazette & Middlesex Yeoman did not report an anniversary celebration. 
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Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

(owner of the Old Manse in 1824) addressed the crowd, detailing the historic battle that occurred on the 

site in 1775. As reported in the newspaper article, the celebration occurred to "keep fresh in the minds 

of the present generation the fortitude, sufferings, and valor of our fathers" and to "[kindle] the warmest 

feelings of patriotism." The newspaper reported expressed hope that future anniversaries would not pass 

unnoticed. 

Four months after the April19, 1824 celebration, the town gathered to welcome American Revolution 

war hero General Lafayette.64 Lafayette, a Frenchman, joined the Continental Army in 1777 and served 

as a major general under General George Washington. In August 1824, at the invitation of President 

James Monroe, Lafayette returned to the United States as an honored guest. He spent the next six weeks 

visiting communities in all twenty-four states.65 On September 2, 1824, five Concord military companies 

met Lafayette at the Lincoln-Concord line and escorted him to the center of town where he was formally 

welcomed. At dinner following the welcome, Lafayette was introduced to surviving patriots, after which 

he reviewed Concord's military companies. At the conclusion of the brief visit, Lafayette expressed 

regret that he would be unable to visit the site of the North Bridge where the "fttst gun was ftred."66 

In 1824, the Bunker Hill Monument Association petitioned the Legislature for ten thousand dollars to 

erect a monument commemorating the Batrle of Bunker Hill,. Under an agreement with Concord, the 

association agreed to give the town six hundred dollars of the grant, provided the town did not separately 

petition the legislature, fearing two separate petitions would jeopardize both requests.67 On April4, 1825, 

Concord formed a committee of four men to coordinate with the Bunker Hill Monument Association 

and another of twenty-seven men to determine a suitable location for the monument. The two 

committees met in preparation for placing a cornerstone on April 19, 1825, the fiftieth anniversary of the 

battle at the North Bridge. At a town meeting four days later, the town voted to place the monument in 

the center of town, despite strong objections. Many citizens protested the location, nearly half a mile 

from the site of the North Bridge. Three of the four men on the committee formed to coordinate with 

the Bunker Hill Monument Association resigned after the vote. 68 

64 Concord Gazette & Middlesex Yeoman, September 4, 1824. It is possible Lafayette's scheduled visit in September 
1824 prompted the April 19, 1924 anniversary celebration. The new military uniforms and marching during the 
forty-ninth anniversary celebration may have been preparations for the celebration held in Lafayette's honor. 
65 www.friendsoflafayette.org, ''Timeline 1757 to the Present," December 17, 2002. 
66 Concord Gazette & Middlesex Yeoman, September 4, 1824. 
67 Jarvis, Traditions and Reminiscences, p. 222. Concord town meeting report - ~larch, 1827 states the town received 
only five hundred dollars from the Btmker Hill ~fonument Association (Early 1vlassachusetts Records, ~Iicrofilm 
Roll3, Concord Free Public Library) 
68 Concord Town Meeting- April 4, 1825, .A.pril 8, 1825, May 1, 1826, 1viarch 1827 (Early ~1assachusetts Records, 
11icroftlm Roll3, Concord Free Public Library); "The Concord Fight rvfonument on ~.fonument Square ... Now 
Gone," Concord ~'lagazine, January / February 2002. John Keyes, one of the four members of the committee 
assigned to coordinate with the Bunker Hill :Nfonument ~\ssociation, is the only member who did not resign after 
the vote to place the monument in the center of town. In 1825, Keyes was a co-owner of the 1775 Captain David 
Brown property. Today, this property is know as the :N1uster Field (north of Liberty Street), and the Battle Lawn 
estate (south of Liberty Street). Two of the twenty-seven men on the committee charged with finding a suitable 
location for the monument were also inhabitants within the present-day North Bridge Unit; they were Deacon 
Francis Jarvis (}vfajor John Buttrick property) and Rev. Ezra Ripley (Old lVfanse). 
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Regardless of the dissent, the town laid the monument cornerstone on the town square as planned during 

the fiftieth anniversary celebration. A lead box was placed under the cornerstone, containing United 

States coins, 1775 and 1776 Continental paper currency, a written description of the United States 

government, names of town officers, a description of the celebration, and copies of newspapers. After 

laying the cornerstone, the large crowd proceeded to the town meetinghouse. In addition to visitors 

. from neighboring towns and Boston, the processional included over sixty veterans of the American 

Revolution. At the town hall, the celebration continued with music, prayer, and a two-hour speech 

delivered by Edward Everett. Everett, a popular orator, became an U.S. Representative in 1825 and 

governor of Massachusetts in 1836. The fiftieth-anniversary celebration did not include a visit to the site 

_of the North Bridge.69 Within t\vo years after placement of the cornerstone,. disgruntled citizens erected a 

mock monument of barrels and boards on top of the foun·dation placed on the town square in 1825 and 

set it on fire. The ftte damaged the approximately five-foot square by two-foot thick cornerstone beyond 

repair, and reportedly, the le~d box and its contents were stolen.70 

In 1836, Concord erected a monument (1836 Battle Monument) honoring the batde at the North Bridge 

at the site of the bridge~ eleven years after laying the cornerstone for the ill-fa_ted monument. The town 

placed the monument near the site of the North Bridge on land donated by Reverend Ezra Ripley in 

1835 (Figure 13).71 The long trapezoidal parcel held the monument and provided access between the 

,monument and present-day Monument Street, referred to in Ripley's deed to the town as "the road 

leading from said Concord to Carlisle and Lowell.'-' The parcel included a section of the old Groton 

Road that was abandoned in 1793 after the North Bridge was dismantled,_ and the gravesite of two British 

soldiers killed at the North Bridge. The deed noted a portion of the tract ran "thirty feet within the 

walls," indicating two walls lined the old roadbed in 1835. It ordered construction of a '·'good heavy 

stone waif?' along the south side of the parcel, which may indicate that the southern wall was in 

disrepair-probable since Ripley had incorporated the abandoned roadbed into his pasture. It also 

required construction of a covered sluiceway across the parcel at Monument Street. 72 A year later, Ripley 

donate_d additional land abutting the south side of the tract donated in 1835 (Figure 13).73 Together, the 

two parcels measured 40 feet wide at the eastern end (adjacent to Monument Street) and 84 feet wide at 

the western end ("at the highwater mark near the river"). The 1836 deed noted that the sluiceway 

requested by Ripley in the previous deed could be constructed across present-day Monument Street 

instead of across the eastern end of the parcel, at the discretion of the town. 

69 "Celebration of 19th April, '7 5," Concord Gazette and Middlesex Yeoman., April 23, 1825. 
70 .A. monument was never placed on top of the foundation. Boston National Historic Sites Commission, "Interim 
Report," p. 137; Drake, Middlesex County, vol. 1, p. 397;Jarvis, Traditions and Reminiscences, pp. 222-223. The Interim 
Report states the mock monument was erected and burned "during the following winter?' and Drake states it was 
constructed and burned July 3- Ju1y 4, the year was not noted . .J.\ccording to Jarvis, the fire was set two years after 
the cornerstone was laid. 
71 "Concord }v1onument," Yeoman's Gazette~July 8, 1837 (Special Collections, C. P.A_:Nf. 72, Item 10, Concord Free 
Public Library); Ezra Ripley to Town of Concord, 390: 427-28. 
72 Ezra Ripley to Town of Concord, 390: 427; Boston National Historic Sites Conunission, "Interim Report," p. 
138 . .i\ sluice way is an artificial channel into which water is let in by a sluice- a passage fitted with a valve or gate 
for regulating water flow. 
73 Ezra Ripley to Town of Concord, 390: 428. 
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Hound:m ufl.uul tlwL'IIcU lu Lvucord 10 1835 
----Bound:m of bnd cxtu1saon l,'T'llntcd to Concord w 1 6 

Fi~ttlrl.' U. ~bp uf l.Uld dun.ltt:d h) Ezra Rip It:\ to C(lnc(ml fo r thl.' JlU(• Monument B:.t cd oo En.a Rip It:) 
11.1 the Town of Concord. 390:427 ~nd Ezr.a Raplc~ to the lnh.lbic.uu~ o f Cunt-urd, 390:428. Hi~ ton e 
propcr1) hound.1ne <1n dr.a\\-n em E:-.Nin#! Condition' m:.tp (ri~ur~ SO). (O CLP) 

( oucord dtt.lic:m':tllhc IH36 B:mlt.• ~lonumt.·nt. :t" u ~~ kn11wn toda,, on luh I, un-. 11w ccremom 

1ududcd 111 addn:s .. b\ ~1:~-sachu ells !'>tlltc Rc..·prc"cntnll\ c.• ~:unuciii•Jar .mc..l s.mgmg of thc .. Cone< rt.l 

I hmn,'' wnttcn b\ TUiph \'\'akk• E mcn;on ~[one\ recen nl from the Hunker llill ~lonumc..,ll 

\s (>Ct:llum und held 111 tru t mcc 11{25 funt.lcd con truc.uon of the monument. ~olomon \'\Jilnrt.l. 

con~'trucuton upen•t or of the Hunker l lill l\.lonumf'llt. clc tgnr.cl the ohdt k. and arusan ]arm:::. \\ tlkm 

constmctt•d tlu• monument. llw t"\\cuty-tin: foOt obdt,l.; con't un • ul lnur pu:cc: of white.· grnnlll' cut 

lrom a tn•lt• boulcll'r plaet·t.l on top of ll granuc fowu.l:auon In ct tntCi tlw c:~-.t I nee of uw obcli k \\,li .1 

' ' hllc' marblc lab tnscnhcd wuh a bnt:i account of th~ battll· at th~ Nunh Bndgt:. Documcms oi 

ht tnncal .. tgrufiCAnCl \\ c:rc placcod witlun a owuy at till' ba'' 01 thl nwnumcnt, ami a ·' ... ub. l!lnual tron 

It ncr:· wu placed around u ba l' (fi '11l'C l.t . The St<mc: wall cpanum • dt( donated land frt)m R.iple\' 

p:t-rure. "P( ctiil'CI an ht I 835 drcd tv tlw tO\\"ll. hsd been constmcrcd IJ\ the urn( at the lledlouun:.c \ 

descnbed Juh 8, 1sr 111 the) tum.m'r Gfr.i!llt. the SJIC at the monument w11 ''ptcntr~quc and plc:ll ant, 
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Chaprcr 1: Strc J hsrnry 

Figure 14. Steuoscopic vie\\ "'est ofthe 1836 B.ntJc '\1onumcnt. ~ote tbe Concord Rher in the 
background, the ~:u elm behmd d1c monumem, and the iron fence enclo:.mg tb~ monument ba.'ic. 
{Photograph File~t. Concord Free PubJjc Libr.t')) 

Figure 15. Tourists ott the 1836 Banle Monument,~ depicted on c. 1852 sketch, included \\;th H. F. 
\"X illing'.; ''J\f ap of the Town of Concord.'' 1852. 
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Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

The 1836 Battle Monument was the flrst physical memorilization of the battle at the North Bridge within 

the present-day North Bridge Unit, except for two small stones reportedly placed over the grave of two 

British soldiers who died during and soon after the battle at the North Bridge. 76 As described in 1846 by 

Nathaniel Hawthorn in Mosses from the Old Manse: 

.. An humbler [compared to 1836 Batde rvlooument] token of the fight, yet a more interesting 
one than the granite obelisk, may be seen close under the stone-wall, which separates the 
battle-ground from the precincts of the parsonage. It is the grave-marked by a small, moss­
grown fragment of stone at the head, and another at the foot- the grave of two British 
soldiers, who were slain in the skirmish. 77 

In 1775, the stones would have been on the south side of the wall in William Emerson's pasture, today 

known as the Old Manse field. Today, the stones are located on the north side of the wall that separates 

the commemorative landscape from the Old Manse field. 

On April 19, 1838, the sixty-third anniversary of the Battle, two hundred tree saplings in "thrift condition 

[healthy and vigorous]" were planted in double rows along the northern and southern edges of the land 

donated to the town by Rev. Ezra Ripley, forming an avenue leading to the 1836 Battle Monument. 78 

Forty-three families donated trees, including at least three owning property within the present-day North 

Bridge Unit: Rev. Ezra Ripley (Old Manse), Samuel Hoar & daughter (Muster Field, Brown 

houselot/Battle Lawn), and Nathan Barrett (Sargent field, Flint field, Simmons houselot, Elisha Jones 

houselot). Tree species included elm, buttonwood (sycamore), maple, white oak, larch, ftr, pine, ash, 

hickory, and hombeam.79 The committee in charge of tree planting proclaimed the trees would "remain 

as a living witness to the patriotism of the contributors.''SO Apparently, some of the original trees planted 

did not survive to maturity. Between 1845 and 1847 the town paid $43.37 to three individuals who 

supplied and planted new trees on the battleground (Figure 16). The number of trees replaced appears to 

have been significant. In fiscal year 1863-1864, the town planted forty-eight trees (within unspecified 

public grounds) at a cost of $33.56.81 

In 1840, the committee responsible for construction of the 1836 Battle Monument noted, "the number 

of visitors has been great [since the monument was erected] and the number will increase with the lapse 

of time." In addition to the allee, the committee reported "other improvements may be required" and 

that the town "should at least preserve and protect what has already been done." In response, Concord 

76 .[\ryeh Finklestein, conversation with the author, July 16, 2002. ~\ryeh Finklestein is a historian, reviewer, 
translator and poet who has been researching the Grave of the British Soldiers for over ten years. He has published 
several articles related to the Grave in the Concord Maga~jne, and is writing a book on the subject. 
77 Nathaniel Hawthorn, Mosses from the Old Manse (New York: Wiley and Putnam, 1846), pp. 6-7. 
78 Concord Town Records, Building Committee Report, March 1840 (Concord, 11assachusetts: Concord Library 
:rvlicrofilm, Town of Concord, Town Clerks Office, Roll 5). The use of the word (saplings' appears in Bartlett, 
Concord Guide Book, p. 101. 
79 Concord Town Records, Building Committee Report, March 1840 (Concord, :Nfassachusetts: Concord Library 
1vficrofilm, Town of Concord, Town Clerks Office, RollS); Information about landowners in 1838 obtained from 
deeds, see .t\ppendix ~\. 
8° Concord Town Records, Building Committee Report, J\tfarch 1840 (Concord, ~1assachusetts: Concord Library 
1\~licrofilm, Town of Concord, Town Clerks Office, RollS). 
81 Concord Town Reports, 1845-1846, 1846-1847, 1863-1864. 
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Chapter I: Sttc J h:;tol) 

Figu~ 16. Stereo copic- ,-j~ east of the 1836 B:ude Monument and allec, 1858. Note the Cooconl RJ\·er, 
the immoos house (left, behind tre~) . the stone wall and the great elm (nght). The obelisk sat~ o n a 
smaJI earthen berm. (Stereoscopic photOgraph, Lothrop Stereoscopic Collection, Box 10, Mll\1A Archavcs) 

appnuucd a boanl oi 'l'\'t•n uu,.tee:- to "take:· care of thl• ~fonumt.'llt and u' nppent.bgt.'$. make 

impro\'cmcnr:;. and prc\·cnt mJury :md nil mlu:r .\ct~ in relauon to the ~lonutm:nt.''112 In fiscal year 1X45-

1846. tlw town in:;talkd an iron gate \\'llh four :;tone pilbn- at tlw cnt.rancc to the allce The lron gatl 

co"t etghl) dollar:; and rcplaccd an c:trlicr lucked gate (of unknown matenal) that had been repam~d rhc 

pre\ 1uus year. Dunng the -;:tme penod. thc town pa1d ~:tthan Barren 2.::!.8 for "ndcrs and la~ tng up jaJ 

wall" on dlC.~ battleground.li3 Two wulls arc known ro h:wc l'XJ:otcd on the battleground in thl· mtd-l800s. 

one following the southern and the otht:r following the north em border of tht• :weoue leac.li.ng to the 

monument. .\r the wnc, Barrett O\\ ned the iicld abutung tht• northern wall. I k may han~ been prud to 

work on one of the two known -u-alh·. or perhap~ a wall a-..,r•cl:lted ..,.;th the front g.ne. 

In 1850, Cnocord and Lexington held a 101nt sc,·enry-iifth annh-cNary cdebrauon m Concord \n 

e!'umnrcd three •.housand to ti'"c thou,and pt.·ople from the nc:aghbonng towns and the ooc~ oil..ow~o:U 

and Buswn anc.ndcd. arrinng by tram. carrutge. and by horse~ack \lonw1lt.'1ll Street. as well a~ other 

~trccr" and hoUt.;cs "nhu1 the town. were dccor:ncd \\lth th!r-' and sueamt·l'!i. \ tablet bearing the 

ffi.,ccipttnn "'19'~ of .\pril r··-;;" and .. l"h\· Birthplace of :\mcncan Libert}" hung aero:>:. the cmr.ancc of 

the an·nuc lt.-ading to thl' monument. \mencan thg:. "ere 'u!>pcnded from uw tree:- lining the a' t·nut• 

and an•'>lhcr wa:- po~moncd on top of tlw 1836 Barrle Monument .• \ccording ro nn account pubh-..hcd in 

£Z Bwldmg Commmec Rcpon, :.\larch I 8-40 Concord :\Iicrofilm, 1 own of ronco rd. 1 O\l-n C'Jerk, Oifitt, RoD 5, 
Concord J ree Pubhc Libnm 
u C.:onCl>rd To\\n Rc:pon', 18'l6-IS4-. 184--1~. 
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Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

the Boston Dai!J Mail, "The scene at the Monument, a lovely spot on the banks of the Concord River, was 

extremely picturesque and inspiring (Figure 17). "84 

At about 11:00 a.m., a processional formed and marched from the center of town to the 1836 Battle 

Monument. The parade included military companies (in new uniforms), one survivor of the battle at the 

North Bridge, bands, and dignitaries including the governor of Massachusetts. The processional stopped 

for a moment at the monument as Acton minutemen, positioned on the opposite bank of the river, 

"saluted the procession with volley upon volley, fired over the spot where Davis fell."8S Captain Issac 

Davis led a company of Acton minutemen at the battle at the North Bridge. Davis, along with Private 

Abner Hosmer, was killed during the battle. A canvas sign lettered in black "Davis and Hosmer" stood 

in front the Acton minutemen, marking the spot where the two Acton tnen had fallen (Figure 18). After 

the Acton salute, the processional rounded the monument and proceeded back down the avenue, passing 

for a second time past the two small stones which marked the Grave of the British Soldiers, over which a 

British flag flew at half-mast. The celebration concluded with dinner and orations held in a large pavilion 

near the railroad station .. 86 

During fiscal year 1850-1851, the town sold "part of the stone wall remaining on the north side" of the 

battleground for ten dollars. Between 1851 and 1852 the town planted a buckthorn hedge that extended 

to the river in place of the stone wall. The Concord Town Report for 1851-1852 notes the hedge had 

"grown well, and promises to become quite an ornament to [the battleground] in a few years."87 During 

the same period, d1e town installed a wire fence along the hedge to protect the young plants. The fence 

cost twenty-five cents per rod (16 V2 feet) and was jointly paid for by the town and by the Simmons, 

property owners abutting the buckthorn hedge. The report stated the wire fence "answers the purpose 

admirably, and furnishes a pattern that may well be copied by those desiring the neatest, most durable 

and cheapest fence in use.'' 

Until at least 1869, grass covered the avenue leading to the monument. During fiscal year 1869-1870, 

Concord's superintendent of public grounds recommended covering the approach with hard gravel, 

stating ''Strangers visiting [the monument] are compelled to walk some distance through grass covered 

with dew. Many ladies and children find it unsafe to make the attempt."88 

84 ''Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Battle of Lexington and Concord, Salem Register, .~.\pri122, 1850 (\Tault .l\.15 Unit 
C2, Concord Free Public Library); ''Brief .. A.ccouot of the Celebration of the Nineteenth of .. A.pril, at Concord, 
1850"(Historical Papers, \T ol. II, .A.cton lvL~, .Acton 1v1emorial Library); "Celebration at Concord, .L~pril19th, 1850," 
Bunker-Hi// Aurora, c . .~.>\pri11850 (\T ault .~.\15 Unit C2, Concord Free Public Library);"i\nniversary of the 19th of 
.~.\pri.l, 1775," Boston Daify Mail, April20, 1850 (\Tault .L\15 Unit C2, Concord Free Public Library). 
85 "Brief ..:\ccount of the Celebration of the Nineteenth of .A.pril, at Concord, 1850" (Historical Papers, \ T ol. II, 
Acton !YL\, .i\cton lvfemorial Library). 
86 "Celebration at Concord, ...:-\pril19th, 1850," Bunker-Hill Aurora, c . .L-\pril1850 (\Tault l \15 Unit C2, Concord Free 
Public Library) ".l\nniversary of the 19th of ..t\pril, 177 5," Boston Daify Mail, .~.-\pril 20 (\T ault i\.15 Unit C2, Concord 
Free Public Library); "Brief .L\ccount of the Celebration of the Nineteenth of .L-\pril, at Concord, 1850'' (Historical 
Papers, \ T ol. II, .~.\cton :NL\, .~.\cton :N1emorial Library). 
87 Concord Town Reports, 1850-1851, 1851-1852. 
88 Concord Town Reports, 1869-1870. 
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Fieu~ 17 . .. \'it"' of tl•~· D:.uk Gruw•d ;al Cooco•d. 1\'l;t~~chu .. et ."'Thayer-' Litho~.o~ph), B<bton, c. 
1 50 Engr..H'tl 'ie\\ outhea~t aero the Bunrick p-.a-;turc IO\\Ud .. ll1e Cun\:md Riu~r and the 1836 B.~uk 
Monument. To the n~ht, 11 ~mOll)" bite m.uker an tht..• Buunck JU.srure repmtcdh sdcntif. m~ the locatiun 
\\hen! Capt•in I "..tC D.a\ "' und Abner Hosmer died dunn~ the b.mk .&I th 1\;unh Bridl!e. (Concord Fn•c 
Public Lihrul')) 

f1gure 1 . "~bp of thr ctne of the Concord Fieht, in tn5," Domrdl & Momc Printers, Bo .. too, l 50. 
'Jhe map dcpic1-. the lnc;~nnn "be~ Da' is i.Uld flo .. mer feU ;done 1he cJi .. contmued <.ecnon ol Gro1on Ku.ad 
(d.ll!hed hnc) ludine u.:m the '-onh Bnd~. (Ctlp~ locued a1 Concord frt'e Public Libr.tl')) 



Cultural Landscap·e Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

Centennial Commemoration: 1870-1875 

B·efore his death in 1870, Concord citizen Ebenezer Hubbard gave the town of Concord six hundred 

dollars towards the cost of a new bridge, to be constructed on the $ite of the North Bridge. Hubbard 

was displeased with the location of th.e 1836 Battle Monument, erected on the eastern side of the river 

where British troops fell during the battle at the North Bridge. He reasoned if a new bridg.e crossed the 

river the town would be inclined to erect ·a monument on the western bank, the colonial position during 

the battle. The town accepted the donation but took no immediate action. Through his will, Hubbard 

gave the to\vn an additional one thousand dollars for construction of the proposed monument.S.9 

In 1872, Concord appointed a committee to examine the proposal to build a bridge across th.e river and 

to erect a new monument.90 In a report submitted in 1873, the committee stated: 

... the importance of the events of Nineteenth of .. April 177 5 deserve all the recognition that 
a grateful and prosperous people can bestow, and that the "Birthplace of .i\.meri.can Liberty' 

cannot be too conspicuously ma-rked by enduring monuments to perpetuate those 

memorable scenes . . . . 91 

The committee, recommended accepting the bequest of Ebenezer Hub,bard and a quarter-acre parcel 

from Stedman Buttrick I, for placement of the new monum·ent. Apparently, Stedman Buttrick I died 

before the land transaction mentioned in the committee report transpired. A deed executed May 28, 

1875 transferr~d the quarter-acre property from what appear to the heirs of Stedman Buttrick I to the 

inhabitants of Concord. The conditional deed required the town to '''forever make and maintain a 

suitable fence around said land" and stipulated the town ''shall not have any right of way to said lot over 

o·ther land'' belonging to the heirs. 92 The committee also recommended construction of "a suitable 

footbridge" and placement of a ''statue of a Continental Minute Man" on the western side (colonial 

position) of the river. Both the statue and the bridge were to be complete by, and dedicated on, the one­

hundredth anniversary of the batde at the North Bridge. 

Local sculptor Daniel C. French designed The Minute Man statue, cast in bronze from ten pieces of 

condemned brass cannons given to the town by the United States Congress. The seven-foot tall statue 

was placed on top of a white granite pedestal, cut from the same granite boulder used to construct the 

&9 David B. Little, America's First Centennial Celebration, (Boston: Houghton 1v1ifflin Company, 1974) pp. 10-12. 
90 Little, Centennial Celebrati()n, p. 12. 
91 Concord Town 1t1eeting, 1'1arch 31, 1873 (1t1icrofllm: Town of C<;>ncord, Town Clerks Office, Green Box, Roll6, 
Concord Free Public Library). 
92 John Hosmer, Lucy Jane Buttrick (Hosmer), .A.deline Buttrick, Harriet Buttrick, George Buttrick, and William 
Buttrick to the Inhabitants of Concord, 9092:589. The deed was not recorded January 25, 1958. Four family 
members named Stedman Buttrick lived on the Buttrick farm from the mid to late-1800s until the 1960s. For 
clarification within this report, individual Stedman Buttricks will be numbered sequentially: I~ II, III, I\7

• 
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Chapter 1· -.,m I hswry 

1836 B:ut1t· Monumen1 (1-lgurt· t 9).' l 'lllt fiN ,tnnz.1 of the Com·oru I f} mn, "nttcn by Ralph \\ aluo 

Lmtr,-on anu first ~ung at rlw c.ledicauun <Jt the 18~6 B:mk Mununwnt, ''''.; inscnhed on tht' C'.t:>teru "iJe 

oi the: pedestal: 

B) th~· mdc: briugc that .\rchcd tht.: Lloud 
'lllclr tlag w \pri1's breeze uuturlc:d, 

Hen: oocc the cmban.lc:d fam11.:r.o ~tood 

. \m.l wed the shol heard around till.: \\orld 

Phcc:d tn,idc a copper box 110dcr the grnnitc pt·dcsc:tl wen• clocumt.·nt~ and ohrecb ,;~nific.,nt to the 

htstory nf the to\\11 .• ~-> wdl :h n ft.'\\' comempm-an ohrcch --uch :l$ "tamp". Ill''' ~p.tpc~. and cenrenLUal 

anruvc~.ary lll\'Hations. ~ 

\lignt·u wnh the center ot tht. bndge, the monument '1.\-:ts 110 feet from us western edge. 1t ''-:t"' placed 

in front of an old apple stump" lll'rt;, accord.in~ to tradicion, ls~ac Dat is feU uurin, thc banle at the 

~orrh Bndgc. To prutcct the !'t:ltue from ,casonalfloodmg, the town ratst.·d the t.JUarter-acrc site with 

earthen lilJ apprm:imau:l) :.1:\ feet tu the hctf!ht uf tlu.: oiJ North HnJgc: OtiJullllt.,ll. Tu tnlul.11t cro~iun. the 

siUt.'!- nf the J.mJfnml "ere conrcd \\ith rurf ami 01 will<>\\ ht-dgt.· wa:. pl.mrcd .tlong it!> perimeter. ·nlt~ 

(0\\11 spent ~84-.Sll f~o.1r Lt.·ams ancllal~or tn ~r.tdt and soJ tht.• c:mhcn illJ.~S 

Figure 19. Stereoscopic , ·ic\'\ \'\ est of The Mmute Man s t.uue, 1875. (Lothrop Stereoscopic Collection, Bo" 
10, MTMA Archh·es) 

l Promdll:i!I ill lht. untrr.fltJI (o~kbmfiM. pp. 14-16. 
~ fb1d. p. If•. 
> lbtd., Concord To\\O R~pon. 18-5-18-6. 



Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

The iron fence surrounding the base of the 1836 Battle Monument and the iron gate that stood across 

the entrance to the battleground were repositioned around the western base of the quarter-acre l~ndform. 

At the same time, the town constructed a wooden railing along the northern and southern base of the 

landform, adjoining the iron fence.96 Combined, the fence and railing separated the donated parcel from 

the Buttrick property, as stipulated in the deed. 

A smaller mound positioned on top of the earthen fill supp-orted the base of the monument, under which 

a deep pit was dug and filled with rubble to p~ovide a f1nn foundation. The entire mound was covered 

with turf and four small granite buffers were placed at its base (and at the base of the 1836 Battle 

Monument), one on each corner. Encircling the monument was a "sufficiently broad gravel drive."97 

Historic photographs and the Concord Town Report for 1875-1876 indicate the town completed some 

of the landscaping around The 1\tfinute Man statue, including the repositioned iron fence an·d the granite 

buffers, after the centennial anniversary celebration. 

The commemorative North Bridge, designed by Boston Architect \Villiam R. Emerson, was constructed 

during the summer and autumn of 1874. Although there was, at least initially, -a desire to make the new 

bridge resemble the old North Bridge, Victorian taste ultimately prevailed. The ornately rustic 1874 

commemorative North Bridge substituted "a paling of graceful pattern, made of cedars with the bark on" 

for the rough railings of the 1775 bridge. The bridge included two equally rustic half-arbors centered at 

the top of the bridge and projecting over the water "where pilgrims might sit and watch the quiet river 

brimming its meadows" (Figures 20-23). 98 

96 Concord Town :Nfeeting, :Nfarch 29, 1875 (Nficrofllrn: Town of Concord, Town Clerk's Office, Green Box, Roll6, 
Concord Free Public Library); Concord Town Report, 1875-1876. The report states money was due "for labor 
resetting iron fence, and for granite posts and freight for same.'' The use of the word "freight" may indicate that 
some or all of the original granite posts supporting the sections of iron fence around the base of the 1836 Battle 
1-fonument and across the entrance to the battleground were replaced by new granite posts. 
97 Proceedings at the Centennial Celebration, p. 16; Concord Town Report, 187 5-187 6. The town report stated the town 
paid $14 for "work on corner buffers." The buffers are noted in numerous late 1800s- early 1900s photographs of 
The Nlin.ute :Nian statue, and one postcard of the 1836 Battle Nlonument (1tll:NL'\. Postcard Collection, Box l, 
#13544, 1\fi:NL\ ..:\rchives. 
98 Proceedings at the Centen1tial Celebration, p. 14. 
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Figure 20. 1874 commemorauve Nonh Bridge, \'te\\ southeast. Photograph by Alfred Hosmer, c. 1880-
1888. Also nsjble is the 1836 Battle Mvnumcnl. (M IMA Photographtc Collection, Box 12, #34167, MIMA 
Archi,cs) 

Figure 21. St~reo!.copic ,·iew west aero <;the 1874 commemoratt\'e ortb Bndge to\\ardo, The Minute Man 
st.uue, lS36 Banlc Monument m the foreground , 1875. (Lothrop Srcreoscoptc Collecuon, Bo>. 10, MIMA 
Archiws) 



Cultural L<tnd scape Rcpon tc1r ('.!on h Bndgl' L'rut. MUlurc ~ Inn ('.!,wonal llt~toncal Park 

Figure 22. Engra .. ing of the bartlcgrouod deptcung the 1836 Banle Monument (left), L874 commemot".uh e 
Nonh Bridge, The Mmute Man stat\te, and the repositioned iron fence (right) and wooden railing 
enctrcling the starue. Also depicted are the Old Manse (dJstance-center) and a boathouse (right), possibly 
the Old Manse boathouse. lUusuauon by Roben Lewis, 1880. (Engra.\ t n ~ appeared in George B. 
Bartlett's The Concord Guide Book) 

t-~n.: 23. Yiew nonhea:.t of The Minute lao sutue (left), the 1874 commemoram-e North Briuge 
(center) and the 1836 Battle Monument (nght). Photograph b) Alfred Ho!>mer, c . 1880-1888. Concord 
Rt,·er and "elland are in foreground. Yi<~ible in the photoenph .u-e the lineotr arrangement of the 
monument!. and the commemor;uhe orth Brid_ue, anti tbL' irvn fL'UCL' unvuuding the bem1ed Minute 
~l.ln s tarue (note stone pill.u). (l\HMA Pho tographic CoUection, Bo :-. 12, ;1J.t.306, Ml~f.A.Archt\CS) 
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Chapter I : SHe J h~w~ 

• \J,o erecrni m nnw ior the ccmenrual anru\'cl'ary wa~ n graautt· nurker th:u iormall~· 1dennticJ the graYC 

oi the rwo Bnnsh "olilicr5 killed dunng tht b:tttll• at thl• ~orth Hodge. Concord'~ "upcrintl'll<k'tll oi 

public gro11nci<> inm:nni plaetmcnr of rhc mark<.•r o~er rhl· gran: iin· ~ t>ars before the: cclchrauun. l-Ie 

~uggestt•d a "smnll smnc l.1b. \\ith a ... un:tbk mscnpuon •· 'hnuld he pbced mer the t,>ran~ .... mung the two 

:.mall :-tone:. Lhat marked till' grave were "nc1ther seen nor understood b~ str.tngcrs:· The tO\"\n placed 

a small rectangular marker \\ilhio me ~Will' wall adt:tccnt to thl· gra,·e. kavmg the two smaiJ sron'--s m 

plact• 'I11t gr.mnc ~Jab. tn~cnbcd ··GraH of the Bnu:.b uh.Iit·rs:· co~t 1"\\cnt)·lin· dollar~ (hgun: 24 .1' 

In prcparauon for thl n·ntcnni.tl :mru' cl':":try cclcbrauon, Concord c.recrcd 1\\'o Large tent-. \\e"t of the 

18 .. ~ wmmcmoraun~ ~orth BnJge '1n tlw 'lie uf the Capt:un D.tvtd Brown hnu:-cliJt (hgurc 25-2 .. ). 

'llll ur:lllon rem m~.-a,.urcd 21lO fn·t b\ ~5 feet, and the dinn<'r tcm ·Ill) feet b) 85 il•ct. "lbt: omuon tent 

prm tdt·d srnm.lmg room for =>ix Lhous.md and tht dmncr rc.·m .. t-aung for ab1 llll fony-fi,·c hundr('d. 

i'.t.·Hhc.•r wa .. large c.:nough to accommodat1.' rhr twenty rhou,.and expected' 1"11ors or the tifty thousand 

d1:11 actual!\ attended tlu.· cc:nrenniaJ antU\'t.>t':.arv cdeb~uon ~io!>t were: unablc w st.'e or hc.""ar am· p.trt of 

dw celebration other than the monung p.tradc.' t 

Figure 14. Stereoscopac ' ae\\ o f the Gr.l\·e of lhe Bnn h Soldacn., c. 1875. Men 'urroundmg the gr.n e 
marker m;.a\ h2,·e been members of lhe British Mililal} and N.1vel \ eter.uts Asso<:J.ltion. o tc \&mfo rmed 
Bntish l.oldier and the Bnuc;b 0.1g standing m back of the gr.mlle marker. (Photographic File, Concord 
Free PublJc Lib~) 

<.oncoru TCl\\ o Rcpon, I ~W-18"'0. 
I•• Cnncurd To\\ n Report, 18"' 5-18"' 6 
Ill Lillie. CtnllltriMI ukbmtl n, PP· 2+T. 41 "l \'er.\1 ~mall "tee-pee'' ""It: IC:Ot' :U'C al-o c.lcplcted Ul }u,lonc 
photogaph' d:mng 10 rhc centcnnulthctr • c Junng the celcbr.mon 1~ unkno\\'tl 



Fi-eurc 2.5. "Ccntcnni.al Map of Concord" frnm "-Unc~" b) H. W. Bl.ai d ·11 m the ,ouH~nir book 
"Amcric;m's FirM Ct'ntcnni.&l Celcbr:.uiun," 1875. Tile- m;,ap uc:pi\:b the lu.;~riorJ of the <:cntenni.aJ 
ann~\ er..at) celcbnuaon or.atioo 411ld dinner Tent , on llu: ite of C:apt.am O;.a\ td Brown'' hou~~>dot. 

Figure 26. ·terc:o-.~opac \'IC\\ ''est oftbc ccntcnnaal.annt\cr..lf) celebranon dmncr tcm (left) and or.auon 
tenr (ril!ht) in back nf11u~ Minute Man 'jucuc, tS75. ( P"JEA Archi\e~) 
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Chapttr 1 ~ltl llisror• 

Ftgure 27. Stereoscoptc new soutbwes1 from Uberty Sueet of the centennial anniversary celebr.ation 
dinner 1ent on the site of the David Brown houselot, 1875, b' T . Lewts, C.1rnbndgeport, 1\lassachusens 
(Lothrop Stereos coptc Collection, Bo" 10, MIMA Archrves) 

The proce:-~ionaJ of£" 1hUa.1ns. dignitanc: .. , band:-. and miliL.1n unns b~.an on \ {:un ~creel. pruccnh:J 

through :-.ronumclll \quare then u:a,·clcd llllrth on .1\ lonumcnt ~trec:t pa:;t d lt: Old \ lanse anti thl'll undct 

a "Pl'Ctally designed Clntcnmal arch (I tgurcs 28.29 . \\ ordmg on rhc arch \\=t" tn"ptrcd by a passage from 

ao nl,cripuon fromJame~ Russell Lowell's - Btgdo'' Papers'' 

The Concord bnd!o,'t'. whtcb Dan .... wh~.:n he c:unc, 

l•uund wa~ the Bee-line uack LO hca\ en :md &me.' • 

Ju:-l p:t!>l the arch, the proct·~sional run wd 'n'SI and m.uch~:d along tht 3\ enul' leading w the '\.urth 

BnJgc:. past the Gran• of the British Solilil'r". to the 18:\6 Battle :-.tonwnent 'nlike the se,·cnl\ tifth 

anni\'CNlry parade. after reaching tht• 183(, Hartle ;\fonumcnt the centenlllal anm\'cr-.a.ry proet."''Jonal did 

not CC\ cr"t: direcnun and head back towartls to\\-n. The procc:;~tnnal cro~scd o\'cr Lhe 18--t 

commcmoraci"e l\.onh Bridge and marched along the old caus~way row:ud-. the ora non nnd dmmg rcntf-. 

1 Jltnc- Ru:<~cll Lo\\ ell ... , he Btgclow P:tpcrs" mdudcd in 'f!1t l'othtal II urJ.J ojjan:tJ &4;-t// Lon-e//, Hou!'ChoW 
Eiliunn (C2mbodgc. ~L\· lbc Ri'·emJc Pre':.. 1 ~?0 . p. 2-t-. ·n1c ,,riguul fl3.' :age rc:u.l 

\n' Concord Bndgc. thet 1~1c]D:m~. \\hen be came. 
l·ound \\'3!- the l~-hn~.: trnck to hCll\Cn an' f.1me 



pau mg bnetl\ :t Prcstdmt L,;h "t> _ Grant um aled 11u: Mmutc M:m tatue. \n obscn nm 

m.~ paper rcportc:r d" cnbcd the procc sJona1 , H pa ed duvuch the commmlontu,·c landscap~ 

The pouu oi' tc\\. p:u e.'\cellem, wa on th~: we tan lmnk of the nvex before u nukes 11 lx.-nd to 

fluu urllkr the IU\.';IJ (Nmth Bml !C) hom tltete could ~watched the progre of the UOOp5 

nlung ~lonumcnt :-otn:ct. O\"Cl the bncfn~ and the nu rut on Buttock II ill, an n:".lr of the tented 

ucld Then. the carlct ro:us and co tum of du: trunuu: men conunsted rtl05t ciumungl 

figme 28. Stereo cupac \at'\\' of Old f\.Llnsc, 1875. A1 o c.Jepacted is the" .111 adj.a~o:t•nt to Monument ::,rrcet, 
:anc.J a 'i~ erected for the centennial anna\Cf'Sill') cl'lc-brJuun. The &agn \\U&; nne o fmneteen erected b) the 
to\\n idcotif)ing hi toric.al &itc<.,lti (untcnna.al \'ic" , Concmd Free Pubhc l..ihrolf)) 

' lJ .. mlc. Cn:tnmu~l Qlt/mJ!l n, pp 32-.2-4 Ths sccondan SOW"Ce milia to John ' Ke,·cs, Clwmun of the 
~lomuncm Commmcx, tnwc:aled t~ l!Uruc, dlftcnn • lxc•m li:uton's lu~t-hand rccullcctrun. George llunt Bart• n. 
"1kmuu.scencc<,"' \ ul I, 18(,5-1899 1900. p 109 B rton Collrcuon, Coodnou Ll1Jt:~n 
I 1 'The Monl.lnlCnt und ~!mute ~flln :11 Concord," nev.;•papc::r wlknoun. c -\pnl1875 C. P2m -21rtm 10, 
Concord Joree Pubhc Ubmry: 

IlK l'm."'tt at tht Cmtt a ~ /:r;Jhm o u F. t, 1pn t9 Is-; Concord.l\l\ Pubh bed by the TO\\u, 1 -(i. 
pp ~2-35 In addinon 10 the m w trout of the Old ~lanse. tpu u-ere phccd lor the centerumlnruu'l:erun 
cdeLruu lll "'11hw the JUescnt-da Nonb Bridge Urut m front of~ Di.du Jone3 I lou~ • the :\laJOr john Buttnck 
I loll5C and tlucc u'lthtn the ru:W ucst ol the corruncmomn''t: z..;onh Bod 
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Chapter I: ~He l JJ~tor\ 

Figure 29. SterCO'>copic view of the CcntenniaJ Arch acrose; Monument Street, 1875. Alo;o \;Sible at the far 
left'" the eastent end of the allec (c:H:rgn:cu,), l~:adang "·est tou·ard the 1874 commemoratn~e North 
Bndge. (Lothrop tercol.copic Collection, Box 10, MIMA Archh·es) 

\fu:r the cenh:nntal nnnt,·c.rsary cekbrauon. crowd~ uf rouri~b C•)llUnul.'d to Yl:>ll the battleground. 

Drawn by the I\\ o tmpre~~J\'c monwncnt:. and dw picturesque bndgt.•. nsitor~ I rom the greater Ho~ton 

,lfl':l and bc\·ond mcrt'::l"ingly ' 'J<;ttcd the bnrtleground. Touosr" am,·cd in large numbers dunng c;ununcr 

wt.·t.·kt.·nds and p:unouc holiday', many di!tembarktng the train at tlw n<."!lrby r:Ulroad "tnuoo. JUSt south oi 

tht.• prc:~ent Ua\ '•1rth Bndgc Unit. f·rom the tram Station. carriages for hire cscorll..>d tourisb to tht.· 

batrk-ground. C.amag6. and later automobile:-, \\ere pcrmmed 10 dn\'c dou, tht.· a\·enue lc:tdmg to the 

Konh Bndge and park near the monuments (Figures 30-33 . 

' l .• :mrenco: futon Ricluni-oa, "Conrord lit th~ Tum of thl Century" Concord \nuqu:m 11 '<<let\, 1%0), pp. 16-
1-

51 



Fagutl' 30. Tuun I Cllm~ 2t Th~ Minul~ !\tan t.uue. c. 1 00. (PholO!!r.&pbiC r~producuoo-lcx'lltJOn or 
one\nal phowgr;,aph i unkno\\TI, Ml~lA Pbotugr~o~ph•~· Colll'ct10n, Box ll.#J-U67, MIMAArchi\C'>) 

foagur~ 31 'tc,~ coptc 'i~ oftuuri '' tandme in front of The linutc \tan tawe, c. l '75-USS-. 
(Cuncord Fn. Puhhc l.1braf)) 
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llgllfC .\2. I oun 1 c.:ru lflJ!' the 1909 commemor;mu• Nonh Bnd <' \ '"'' c:.a 1 ttl\\:trd' I 36 B::mlc 
~tonumcnt. Phologr.aJ1h ll\ \\ill.iam ' umner AJ1J1k10n, \pnl 19, 1913. ('-P"- l~A Atclll\ c ) 

Ftgurc 33. Automobile ut the ISJ6 B;;ank ~lonumcnr. Also' 1 1hle '" the photn~'l'.&J"h ~ 11'e .Minute 
ton !illmu• :.and l'\:orth Bmlge (back.,.crround), omd a toun 1 t:.&nd tnght). PhoiCII,,'Taph b \\ 1lllam umner 

\pph·cun, pnll9, 19U. <"PNEAArchnc) 



Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Jvlinute Man National Historical Park 

Tourists could also experience the battleground from the Concord River, floating past fields and wet 

meadows and then under the commemorative bridge. Late nineteenth and early twentieth-century 

photographs and maps depict a number of boathouses along the river. Some of the boathouses were 

privately owned, and others were clubs requiring membership.107 At least six boathouses are known to 

have existed within the present-day North Bridge Unit at the tum of the twentieth century, three 

(possibly four) south of the bridge and three to the north. 

Nashawtuck Canoe-House: The large boathouse was located just east of Red Bridge Qater known as 

Hunt's Bridge) along the western shore of the Concord River. The boathouse was constructed c. 1889-

1895 and stood until at least 1937.108 It is identified on the map accompanying the 1893 Concord Guide and 

Direttory as the Musketequid Boathouse and in Cont:ord- Historic, Literary and Picturesque (1895) as the 

Nashawtuck canoe-house. As described in the guidebook, the boathouse was owned by Mr. Edward Hill 

and it was "a center of refined hospitality" (Figure 34).109 

George Keyes Boathouse: The small boathouse was located just east of Red Bridge (Hunt's Bridge), 

along the western shore of the Concord River. The boathouse is labeled on the 1889 Atlas of Middlesex 

County, Massachusetts as the George Keyes Boat House and on the map accompanying the 1894 Concord 

Guide and Directory as Keyes Boat House. It survived until at least 193 7 (Figure 34).110 

Buttrick Boathouse: The Buttrick Boathouse was located just north of the commemorative North Bridge, 

on the west side of the Concord River. It appears in historic photographs from the late 1800s. By 1900 

the structure had been removed.111 In 1892, William Brewster, the first president of the Massachusetts 

Audubon Society, noted in his journal he had supervised the moving of his boathouse "from the Manse 

to the Buttrick landing."112 The Buttrick Boathouse may have been the boathouse mentioned in his 

journal. If so, it may be depicted in its original location on a c. 1880's illustration, just south of the Old 

Manse Boathouse (see Figure 22).113 

107 Leslie Perrin Wilson, Curator of Special Collections at Concord Free Public Library, conversation with author, 
June 2002. 
108 The boathouse does not appear on the Concord map within the Atlas of Middlesex Counry, Massachusetts, 1889 
(Boston: G. H. Walker). 1be boathouse is depicted on the "Town of Concord, in Middlesex County, 
Massachusetts" map prepared by the Concord Town Planning Board in 1942 from surveys taken in 1937 and 1942. 
109 .L~bert E. Wood, "Plan of the Centre of Town of Concord, Mass. Drawn for the Concord Directory and Guide, 
May 1883; George B. Bartlett, Concord, Historic, Uterary and Picturesque (Boston: Lothrop Publishing Company, c. 
1895), p. 184. Evidence of the boathouse is scattered along the eastern shoreline of the Concord River, east of 
Lowell Road. Bricks and other buildings materials were noted. 
110 ".A.das of:tvfiddlesex County, :Wfassachusetts," 1889 (Boston: G. H. Walker); .Albert E. Wood, ''Plan of the Centre 
of Town of Concord, :tvfass. Drawn for the Concord Directory and Guide, May 1883; "Town of Concord, in 
1\fiddlesex Connty, :Nfassachusetts" map prepared by the Concord Town Planning Board in 1942 from surveys taken 
in 1937 and 1942. 
111 The illustration (by Robert Lewis) that possibly depicts the Buttrick Boathouse prior to the location depicted in 
late 1800s photographs appears in: Bartlett, Concord Guide Book, p. 31; The boathouse on the Buttrick property does 
not appear in the 1900 copyrighted image that appears on the CLR cover (1tll!vl\ Photographic Collection, Box 12, 
#34171, l\1Ii\L:\. .A.rchives). 
112 The quote attributed to William Brewster is found on a Trustees of Reservations interpretative sign located in 
front of the Old 1\'fanse Boathouse. 
113 The boathouse on the Buttrick property does not appear in the 1900 copyrighted image that appears on the CLR 
cover (1'II1vl.A. Photographic Collection, Box 12, #34171, 1\~IIrvLA .Archives). 
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C:haptcr 1: Sue l lrstury 

Fi~rc 34. Ytew '' e 1 of the 'a~h.&""tuck Canoe-Hou e (le ft) and the Geo rgt> KC) e boathow.e (right), n.d. 
Ah.<t deptcted is Hunt'<; (Red) Bridge. (SP""'lEA Accht\ CS). 

Old ~bn"e B•>:tthnust•: Ibc 5m:tll boathouse wa:-lucarcd bclund lht• Old .Manse. along the casrcm 

shnrcltn\.' of rhc: Concord R.i\'cr. George Bradfurd Bartlcn. 3 rdam e of the Riplcys (owners of tht• Old 

~bn c proper{} fwm the I S.30s to th~: t":l.rly 1900:-) constructed th~: boathou:.c c. 1895. II~ In his 

gt~~dcbook Col.((ml. lliJfqn,, Liltlll') and Puturuqut pubbshcd to 1895, Banlert dcscnbts the boathotN~ as 

an ''anuquc c.1nn~:-hou:-c.'' f lc JlUicc.lthc boathou:-t' wa., 3 place"" her~.· m.·uw gt•t•st:> frum m.'lll} State~ 

pau"c on thear 'oyagcs. or :ue ft•mt•d nero .. ,., lrom rht• MmutC' ~tan, to take a ha .. ty cup of coffet.· befon: 

t:mba.rktng from dw linlc wharf. to C.:\:plore clw nvcr._:·m The bo:nhou~e app<-'<trS on the 1916 "PI.m oi 

th<: Old ~l:ln'c Property at \.nnnml ~ Ia:-... " a.~ a Jao;hc:d line. un1tkc other structurl ~ dclint-ated on the 

m:tp "1th solid lim·,. ·n,c diffcn·nc\.' 10 graph1c ') mbols may mdic:ttt.· the boathouse \\'3" m poc>r 

condmun. or pc:.rhap' onl~ ars :-tone foundaoon rcm.unc:J in 1916 (hgur<: 35).11 

Concord Canoe Club Bo.tthouse: Locnl oo.zen<. formed the Concord Can<>t' Club m 1911::!. 1hc club 

cnnstructt.-d a bo;nhoust' on rue <.horc of Hont.')"llcklc bJ:md on l:tnc.lle:~scd from Ida anc.l Charlc:. 

Prt>'COtt {Figur~.· 6). In 1910. tcdman Bum:ick 1T purcha~~ l lom·\-.ut.lJc hilnd 'ndoubtedly l\\':l t l' of 

till' upconun :-.11!:. tht• club purch;N!d a ,m.alJ pared tlf L1nd in I 'JI)'J wuhin the ~unmnn!:> hou~clnt from 

Fd·ward f. Bartlett .md Richard 1·. lhrrert. Bartlett ''·l" one ul tht.· nngtnal member .. of the Concord 

Cmo{·Ciub. 

au The tnJ.omuann , .. fuuod on :111 imcrprct.tuvc :-tgn loc.1tcd to Cr:nnt ol a he Old 1!:m<oc 1\o.ubt'u'c Sc:c. \ppc11Ji." 
\ lot prupe~ ownu:shtp mfonnlllUil 

'' B:anlctt, I ft.-ton •• l.:ltr.tf) m,J l'ltfiiTYSijllt, p. I S-t. 
" I knrv C. ~Illdt.lm, "Plan of the Old :\Lm~~ Pmpem :tl C(lncorc.l ~!a~ ..... " June I. 1916 (Pbn ~o. 801. Plan 
l), p.utmc:nt. ~hdille~c:x R~-gtmy of Dl·c&•. Somhc:rn Da,tnct} 



Cultural Landscapt: Rt.-purt for ~onh Bridg~ t.: niL Mmute ~Inn ~1H1onal Jli,toncnl Park 

Figure 35. Canocistc; in front of the George Bradford Bartlett Boa thou e, c. 1890. (rower Collection, 111.4, 
Concord Free Public LJbral)) 

Figu~ 36. Poc;rc.ard vie" nonb of the Concord Canoe Club bo.uhouse on Hone) uclde Island, copyright 
1909 b) Detroit Pub(jsJtin~ Company. (MlMA Poc;tcard Collection, Box t, #13669, ~UMA Archive ) 
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Chapter 1: Site History 

In 1910, the club received a loan from the Middlesex Institute for Savings to finance relocation of the 

boathouse from Honeysuckle Island to the new parcel. Concord Canoe Club records indicate the club 

remained active at least into the 1920s. In 1940, the bank sold the small parcel to Stedman Buttrick III, 

noting in the deed the Concord Canoe Club had defaulted on their loan. The deed also noted a building 

stood on the parcel, which was probably the boathouse.117 

Simmons Boathouse: The small boathouse was located on the Simmons houselot along the eastern 

shoreline of the Concord River, just north of the commemorative No.rth Bridge (Figure 37). The 

boathouse appears in historic photographs from c. 1882 to the mid-1960s. As described in a 1960s NPS 

land appraisal document, the boathouse was a wood frame structure with a stone foundation in fair to 

poor conclition.11 8 

As evident from the number of boathouses present within the bounds of the present-day North Bridge 

Unit, canoes were a very popular mode of transportation and recreation in the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth century. An annual event occurring on July 4 was the "carnival of boats," that proceeded down 

the river and under the commemorative North Bridge. According to an article appearing in the Wide 

Awake Magazine, as quoted by The Concord Guide Book (1880), numerous boats paraded down the river 

adorned with "lanterns of gelatin and paper, roman candles and brilliant f1res of many hews."119 The 

article further stated: 

"they [the boats] glide solemnly under the dark bridge [Red Bridge] and tum around a sharp 
bend till they see in surprise the bridge between the two monuments [1874 commemorative 
North Bridge] appear in lines of colored light, as its graceful outlines have been closely 
decorated by lanterns of many kinds; and as the marshal's boat passes under it, a volley of 
rockets spring up from Honeysuckle Island, and flreworks of varied kinds follow until the 
long array of boats has countermarched through the new stone bridge [Flint's Bridge] .. .. " 

Although boathouses played a part in attracting visitors to the battleground, it was the monuments and 

the commemorative bridge that were the primary attraction. During the fifty years between the 

centennial and the sesquicentennial celebrations, numerous changes occurred within the commemorative 

landscape. These included replacement of the 1874 commemorative bridge, placement of several new 

monuments, and grading of the earthen fill under The Minute Man statue. 

117 Edward J. Bardett and Richard F. Barrett to Concord Canoe Club, 3473:182; Ida L. & Charles W. Prescott to 
Stedman Buttrick, 3497:164; Concord Canoe Club to l\1iddlesex Institute for Savings, 3505, 483. Evidence of the 
boathouse is scattered along the eastern shore of the Concord River, east of Lowell Road. Bricks and other 
buildings materials were noted. Evidence of the boathouse's location is scattered along the western shore of the 
Concord River, within Honeysuckle Island. Lumber, a wooden gutter, and concrete footings were noted. 
Evidence of the boathouse's second location within the small parcel purchased in 1909 is less pronounced. 
Remnants of low stone walls or a boat slip are found in the general area. 
11 8 MThL-\ Land Records, Chase-Eaton, Tract No. 05-123. 
119 Bartlett, Concord Guide Book, pp. 164-165. 
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Figur~ 37. Spring Ooodmg ;H the 187-l commemorarhe North Brid~. Photograph b~ Alfred Monroe, c. 
I 7.>-1888. Yicw west Jcros tbe 18N commemorative orth Bndgt:, gtCilt elm m the foreground (left) and 
The Minute Man starue an the bac~ound. (Monroe Photographic Collection , rv..t, Concord Free Public 
Ubr-.u~) 

] \\ u new commcmoratwc bnde;~o:!' \\ c:rc con,;tructed during clu~ penod, one tn 188~ and the other 111 

190'J. High lipong water le\'ds e.xcned pressure on the bndgc:.. \H":tk(.·mng their hold (Figure 3-J. lne 

188R commemocni,·e t-:orth Bric.lge n·plnced the H~-_. cnmmcmor:tU\'e :-.:Nth £\ridge. which \\":ls camcc.l 

:\\\~1) b~ the 1888 spnng frl" .. hnc 1 In an attempt to !'trengthen the: nc" hodge, the delicate ft.."ltmre-.. of Llw 

n1~uc 18-4- commetnuraU\'C :-..orth Bndge \\ere replaced \\11h hc:t\'\ oak pile~. posts. railings. and 

diagonal prop.; (Figure 31)J· Dt.: .. pllc It!; .;turdicr construcuon. th(.' .;ccund bridge fell during the :;pnng 

11ood of 1909. L1rcr that yt-ar, under Llw direction of the 1\la:-~achuscu~ Dcpanmcor o( Pubbc \\ orks. 

tht rown buill the third conuncrnur.nh·c bridge:. Tbc bridgt.• "as consLruncd of concrete m a dttt•mlincd 

effort to extend lts hfc span. Fm the tina time, the.:: dcstgn of the bridgt· closely followed that of the 

Ju~wnc "\ortb Bn~c as dcptct<.•d in the DuoJjttlc Print (heurc 39). \lthnugh design of d1c 1909 

cnmmcm<lrati,·c ~ort.h Bridgt· apprn.tchcd histoncal accuracy and n~ '>tnlcture withstood tht de.:\· nst;mng 

cfiC.•ct-. of flu :x.li.ug tor on•r fort y ) <.-a~:-.. m:my di~liked the bndgc: btnu:sc of lt..'> concrete coosmtcuuu.l3 

I ~uUmm, "O ld l':onh Bndgc. p. 100. nco~ton =-::mon21 Hi::.toac ~Hl ... C omffil\"-1011, "lntcmn Report." pp 130. 
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Chapter 1: Sitt• J li~tnn 

Fjgurc 38. View north of the 1888 commemorative Nonh Bridge. Photograph b) Alfred Moruoc, c. 1888-
1902. (Monroe Photographic Collectton, IV.3, Concord Free Publ.tc Ubrary) 

Figure 39. Vitm· nonh of the 1909 commemorative Nonh Bridge. Photograph b) James H. Tolman, c. 
t92S. (MIMA Photograpbac Collection, Bo:-. 12, #34289, MlMAArchives) 



In I -. Concord phn·t.l a gramtl' post and cham fccOCl' arounJ th~ Grnc of the Bnu-.h oldicr<= :11 1hc 

e:-..pcnsc of Hcrbcn Raddyff. an Engli-.h-bom Bostoman. l11<.• gr.n·c,itc"-a~ further cnhancl•d Ul l!JJO 

''hen a .:.lntl' ,Jab engra' ed with tht· Jaq <.)U:ttr.un ofJnml·s Rus"cll LowdJ', 1~9 poem ''l..tnc,'' wa" pbccd 

Ill tht> 'tom• wall abo\'c the grave.;: 

1 bey came tfu:ee thousand miles and died, 

To keep thC' pa't upon It ... throne 

L! nhcan.l be\ oad the oce.l11 nde. 

"l11e1r I·ngli~b mother madt hc1 mo.m •1 

LnwcJrs poem \\1\S suggested b~ a ,·tsll tu the brra,·c-.itl'. h mcnuom:d earlier, Lowell \'bllcd thl· gran· 

wnh N athan.ial Hawrhuroc, before rhc pub lien uon ol ll:m thorne: "s book ,\loJm ojthr ()fd \f;m.rt ( I X.U1). 

Pt:tl·r Brook:>, a direct descendent of nn original Concord :scrrlt•r. t.lon:ued the funds to erect the m.1rkcr. 
(hgtl!t:~ +0-4J)1~ 

Fi~ur~ 40. Po tc.ud of the Gr.t\ e of llae Brititth Soldicn., pre-19l0. N ote the granite pos t and chain fence, 
the c;tonc marker, and the twO tree fl anking the gra\ es. (Mil\ lA Postcard Collection , Bo" 1, MIMA 
\rchaves) 

Ill Jamc' Ru~~cll Lo\loell. ''l.mc"" mcludt.-d ut Tbt Potli ./II or.r;s ojjamtJ &mdl Lorn!!. Hou~chold EJtuun 
Oambodgc. l\1.\ "J11e Rl\-e~d Pre~-. 1890), p. 9-
r:u :\nch hnklcstcm, "Y~ :m .. :--. 'Lo~t.'' Con :on! \1. ~nt (luh·- \ugu't 2001): :\neb Finklc~tCU'l, ''.\ "fbo~ttUl 
anJ DdJcatt.' \ct," Con.1Jnl \lasJ:~nt(~!a:-Junc ::!001) 
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Chapter I: ~Itt. llistOI) 

f•2'llre 41 Pn<;tr ard of rhc Grave of the Bntish Soldier;, po<> t-1910. l':ote the new inscnbed s lat table t, the 
granite post and chain fence, and me abs ence o f che tree, wtuc h prcYio u.,Jy flanked the left side of the 
monument. (MIMA Postcard Collection, Bo" t. M l l\-tA ArdH\'es) 

Scnral De\\ monumt:nt!' \\('fC erected along Ltbc~ trc~·t.. outstdc. oJ the: publlcl~ owned 

conmK"IDorau,·c landscape adJacent to the Nurth Bodgt. ln 1885, Concord placed a monument marking 

tlw sitt• of Cap min Dand Brown':; CO\\' pasrure (~luster r tdd). \\here mmutemen g:-.thcrc:cl on the: 

morning of. \pnl 19. l ~,; lx·forc marching l'aSt to the: ~onh Bcidgc. Known todar as the Mu:.tc:r Fidd 

1\(nnumem. at\\'::!!' one of ~~·\·en monument" erected throughout Conconl m celcbrauon nf the 10wn'!> 

2501h lUlDJ\ cr.;;an celebr:JUon. The monumt~t \\':1:' in,N imo :1 ~tone wall nlong tlw .,, mh sadt.· of l.tbctl) 

~m~et owneJ by Gc:orgc and ~fan Keye .... ·nu tO\\T n.•t.:tined O\\Tlen.htp ol the monumt·nt and thC' nght 

to mauu:un 11 through a lt.-gal ngrcement ·with the Ke, t .. (1 agurc 42).1:1.3 

ln 1915. the town e-rected the John Bunnck Ba~-Rdiei l\lonum-.:ot on thl· .;omh stdc of Liberty Street. 

within a swne "'·all 0\\'tlcd b~ Stedman Runnck II. 'The foUowtng yc:1r Buttrick granted the land occuptcd 

b) the monument to the town lor "'con!iidcrntion pa.id." 1:!4 Daniel Chc:.tcr l·rcnch. the a.rust who 

sculpted 'lbl· :-.linute .\lan ~t.ltuc:.. dcSlgflcd tl1l John Buttnck Bas-RdJt.:f 1\lonument. tIc based the tm;lge 

of~f:ljor.John Buttrick on C...\o d.lguecrCnl)'JW'- ofStcdm.m Buttnck I, Sr~·clman Buttrick Il's grandf;nher. 

hcnch hoped Stedman Buttock I r~cmblc:d ~Lt1or John BuHnck and that b) usmg the likeness he was 

not "perpetrating a decepuon upon the long hnc of [Buttnck] desccndcnt--.''t~ 

The granite monument standc: 9 feet by 16 fn t :mJ mcludl·c: a bronze tmagl' oiJnhn Buttock. t1ankt•d by 

rwo !!f'1lOHc lxnchcs. French's ongmal dc:-1g11 spcofieJ tht monument :;hould ha,·c n :-mooth gr.uutc 

1 Hurd. JltJIDI) o \tilidkso; Couf111. \·oL 2, p :)92. he\ e, & U'\ to Concorcllnh:tbtt.mt:-. pcmut ""'6: 1-34. 
I 1 ~unnck 10 lu\\'fl of Cr ncorJ 55-l .«)::!6 
1 D:uuel Chc~tcr French 'l<ultUn Butt.nck. Pcbtu:u; 12, 1915 Darucl Che'u:r frcnclt hunih Paper.-. ~hc.rofilm 
Roll 15,l.!bnm of Congn:s.... hnu,cnpt Dt\,,tun 
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Cultural L1nd~capc: Report for ~onh Bndge Cnit •. M.inurc Man N.ltlonal f li::.toncal Park 

Figure 42. Mus ter Field Monument, view west from Libeny Street. Photograph b) Alfred Ho mer, c. 
1885-1888. (Hosmer PhotographiC CoUection, Yl. 6, Coocord Free Public Library) 

surface, hut due to a budget shonage tht• surCtn· .. wert· rough cut. 1:u "lllt' rt•a:;on for the rough cut 

~urfact·' must not h:we been pubhc knowledge \ccording to an .miclt· pnntt:d on September 22. 1915 in 

the Contonf Lntapn·Jt. the monument was destgtlld \\1th a ruc;cic dt't•c-t to hlc•nd into rlu surroundu1g 

coumrysu.ic..· (!·igurc 4.3).1:!"' 

The J\ble Marker and the Lmc of March Marker wert• erected on a "mall gra~" tsland :u thl' mu.-r~t'CUon of 

Liberty Strct:t and I~tabrook Road. n.-portedl) m the cady 1900s.l~ 11w granne \file ~larhor i;. a square­

cut marker that :-land:- approx.im.Ht:ly two feet high. The Line of !\larch Marker 1:.. nlarge granit<' sb.b !hat 

;.t:ands abnut three feet to tht• "'>uth. marking clw ciJinmalline of march em \pril 19. 1--s. 

'-umcrous ahcraUOn$ occurred \\1t.lun the ltnd. cape surrounding the cornmcmnraove North Bridge. 

Between 1881 :tnd 1883 the town :;pent S::!li.::!.OO to bring $;md on c;jw and to re-grade the <Jllartcr-ncrc 

landiom1 under The ~linull' ~Inn starut-. ~urulan\ urk \\"as performed Ill .1s~ooacion with the..• 1836 Battle 

Mooumcnt.l29 ·nw work a::-sociatcd 'nih TIH: Mmutl' Man statue mar mJicare sigruficant !'ctthng or 

erosion of the..· t-arthcn tom1 un<.kr the statue had occurred since ll::< imual construction in 18- 5. Other 

battleground tmpro' emcnt' mcludcd ins railing a water fountain (fiscal~ car 1883-188-t). graveling the 

a\·enuc lending If> the ;..Jorth Bnc.lge (fi~c.al p:an; 1895-1896 and 19lll-1911). wd replacing the wue fence 

t"' l·brnngtnn, et a!. :Saoonal Rc.."g1Stcr (duft , :.cc. - p (•: Darnel Che'lcr French to Jorank H:un~. f·cbrua.t: 22, 1915 
(Danu:l Che .. ter French bmilr Papers, ;\lJcroiilm RoO I :l,l.Jbrary of Congn•sc;, .\l!tnu~cnpr Th,,smn 
tz ''Brmvc F~run:. In Bas Relief on Ga:;uute ~bb .\fcmor:ial to Ma1or John Ruunck.'' Ur.aJrJ E111trprut, ~ptcmber 
22. 1915. 
t:!S Hamngton, c1 al.. ~anon:al Regt. ter draft. 'O:: - p. 6. 
~~Concord Town Repom. I Rl-1 S2, 18 :!-I '1. 
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Ch:~ptcr I. ~He I !Jsro.r: 

Figure 43. ~l.J.jor John Buttrick 8ds-Rt>lic·fMonument. Photograph by Jame::. H . Tolman, c. 1925. (?\-liMA 
Phoro.,-apbJc Collecnon, Bo~ 11, #34288, MIMA Archi\ es) 

:tlonH the nonhcrn l'U&l' of d1t.' :wc:nue il..':ttling to the bridg1: (ti:;cal p:.tr t891-1893).110 Concord TO\m 

Rt:port~ uuiicau.· st.-ars or bcncht·~ were placed \\itlun the lanthcapc sen-ral cime". the first mencioncd 

dunng fiscal~ ~:ar 188~-1883 when "seats \n:re placed m the mosr de~irablc locanons." Dunng fi~c:tl 'car 

1901-1902 the town rep;ured and paint~..·d older :.t.-ats and phct.'<.l rwo OC\\ seat:. ":u the :O.linuteman'" and 

in 1916, Lhl.' Dcpa.nmt'nl of Roach and Rn~cs con~tructed twdn~ Ot.'\\ benchc:s. ' Jbe placement nf 

.. rubbl'-h barrels .. ,,,thm the commemor:IU\C land,..capl.' I' 1rst nott.-d 111 Concord fown Rt·pon,.. dunng 

tl:;cal year 1 81)7 - 1898. Hy rh(' t':trh 191)(),, !'atbag~o· \nthtn rht· land.:;capc: l1ad become a mator problem. 

\ccording to the Concord To\\ n Repurt for 19 J 7: 

0nc of the grc.1tCSt iUUlD~ OlOCC!; that compl:unt~ :ue com !'loth· made :about I ~ the careJe~~ 
w:l\ m which p:apcrs. remn.anls of fot.xi, and pa(lcr lunch boxes are thro"'-'11 :tround on thc<c 
(public) ground' ;mJ in the o;;treer>.. Fspcciilly •• th.i~ lNl at the Battle Ground. :tfter <;orne 
,;.~mng -chool· or p1cntckers h:Jye t.':ltrn r.heu lunch. 

Both the mound at dw base of The ~lioutc !\bn ~tntue and 1836 Battl<.• Monument wcrc altered in 1909. 

nt n wtal co:;t of$216.08. lbe t0\\11 placed concrl•tc curbmg around the roundt·d base of both 

monument:-. -;c.JU:tring the side.·~. m The '' ork was probably completed at the ,;um• cime the concrt·rc 1909 

conuncmoralin: ~orth flndge wa:; construe red. In 1915. at tlw requc'-t of the Ch·tc Lt::ague and under 

tht: Uirecrion oi L"lnd-;capc> \1\hllcct Philip J [omt.•r [1\\'ood.Jr .. Lhe to\\n plantt·d four cedars :H thc;- base 

of Ull' 1836 Battk ~lonumcnL one on each coml r. Elwood abo du-t•ctrd Lhc planu.ng of "~orne pmt' 

trl't.'S at Lhe t'al'tt•m t.>nd of the bndgc."l3~ During ht" for!)·-fin· year caret r. Elwood held "l"'eral po,mon." 

mduJtng among the earliest n bnt:f appomonenr to the .\gnculntral Fxtcn,ton :O,rn·ice at :O.huisachu~{'ns 

1 Concord Tt1\\ll Repon~. 18 ~ - 18S-J. 1S95-l %. 1892 1893. 1910-1911. 
m Concord Town Report. 1909-1910 
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~tnt<.• College in ~ \mhcr.-t. whet he: 1' wa \\ orktng tn 1915. Later tn hs- cnrc~r. h~ 1:. credited fi>r lu-. 

"letuficant comribuuon to tht• Uc"\"dopmcnt uf the depanmcm of lanc.l cape ardmecture at Iowa. tat(' 

Collt-ge.IH The follow:m • y<."ar, tlw tm\n plan-d ··new 'hntb' ... arounJ r.hc ( HS36 Banle} Monument nnd 

111 the rear of the ~l.inuteman." TI1e shmb" nt"af "The ~lin me l\bn suHue ma) ha,·c lx:en Japane ... c 

b;u-be.rt) plants depicted 10 rwcnucth·ccnrury photograph, and menuoned 10 correspom..lencl' bem ecn 

l.:ind:.C3pe \rchitcct \rrhur ~hurduT and Rus~dl H. Kenell Chatrman of the Old Man:.e Commtnt c 

dunog the 19-W, (F~gure -H . 

llw double CO\\"" of trl'C' n.mkmg both -.tde ... of the.• an;nut: leading lO tlw ~orth Rmlge are depleted HI 

numcmu ... larc-1 SilO::. :mJ t'arl)-190!1 ph•>t<>gr:lph ·and arc Je,cnbcd lll ~t'\'eral \\THlt>tl accounh from the.• 

~amc.· period. lm."lge:; from the tun1 ()f the century ~how doublt• r•J''" t)i mature dc..>ciduuu,., and en:rgn•en 

trees lining both sides of tlw :wcnuc leading to the North l3ridgc. \ i"oorp;nh ran berwecn dw douuk• 
rows of trees along the south sJc.lt: nf the an.-nue. An arcide in tht• \ pril 4. IH91 Cambridg: Tribune 

mcnuon!> ''firs and pmc:c;' Jining tht· \\'3\", while anorhcr article pubh~hcJ tn the BoJton Hrruldin 19 1 ~ 

... r.u,· ... the road \\":ll' "walled nod .trchcc..l \\1dl rim:.- of elm:- and maple:. and pines. "I~ The pn:~l"ncc of 

othc.·r tree species reportedly pl:tnu.:d in 1838. such :t:- buttonwo(xl, white o.tk, larch, a ... h . hickory. and 

hornbetm. 1~ unknown {hgurc.'' 45--t ~). \ccording to thl.' Cnuorrl G1u'Ji Rook publ.i::.hed m 18811, ··~nmc of 

tlw townspeople: [could :.till) tell which tree wa:-. plaoreJ by thctr ;mcc-.tor."ll5 

Fu~ure 44. View \\'"eSt of the barberry hed~e surround.in~ The Minute Man urue. Leungton .wd 
Concord: A Camera lmprc'>sion bJ S.JI11u~J Chamberlain, 1939 

IUConcordTowoRc:pon. 1915. 
m Robert Han·ey. "Eh..-ood. Philip Homer." m Cludcs Bunbaum :md Robm ~JJr>:on. Pronttrl 111 lmmam Lrndt~ 
Dr11 • (~~" Yocl.:: ~lcG:ra\\·Hill2000) pp. 113-115. 
•~ ".\ hi~ tone. \merion Road," C.ambn fgt Tn 11t:f,. \pel-!. 1~91; "\'\1JCrc.: the Bnu<h Red from the:; :Shor:; ot the 
Embanled f·:u:mcr,.'' &ston HrrJ/J, Dect;mbcr 5. 1912. 
tn B.tnlctt, Co~TmfGmtk &oJ;. p 101. 
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Chaptl·r l : ~lie J h"H•l}" 

figure 45. View east of the allee from the 1836 8;mle Monumcm, c. 1 0-1902.. ote the double mws of 
tree lining the roAd and the footpath leading to the monumcnb, .10d the Gra\e .uld Monument to British 
Soldiers {right). (MIMA Photographic CoUection, Box 12, #3-t207, ~llMA A.rchi\C~s) 

Fieure 46. Yie'' \\C:.t through the allee from the Monument rreet cnaance. Photoeraph b) A. Monroe, c. 
1880-1902. (BT 1239-3, SPNEA Arcbt,~) 
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f •w.m· 47. Vu.''' "t'St tO\\ ;ud tllt' 18.36 Banlc Monument. Photoguph h~ .\lfrcd Hosmer, c. l 
Nun· tlu.: Gnnt u( tltc Dn~i .. lt &,Jdu.•r. (l~ft), tln: 1888 '"'"""'~mur:&thc , 111111 Driu~~. Tlu: Miuutc l.u1 
r.t.ttue (nntcr, h.tt•kground), .u1d tbt' m.ill bo.uhousc (ri~ht of hntlgc). (I lo. mer Phocogr.1phic: Collecuon, 
\'1. 19, Cnncurd Free Public: Libr.1ry) 
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Chapter 1: Site History 

Suburban Estates: 1879-1924 

The town is beautifully situated and seems to sleep in the hollow of the hills. It is now a 
suburb of Boston, with artistic bridges, water from Sandy Pond, a bronze statue of the 
minute man, and a good deal of suburban elegance. 

Frank Preston Sterns 

Sketches from ConrxJrd andAppledore, 1895 

Beginning in 1879 and again in 1911, descendents of Colonel James Barrett and Major John Buttrick 

transformed a significant portion of the agricultural landscape overlooking the battleground into 

suburban estates. Both men commuted to work in Boston: Edwin Shepard Barrett as a goatskin dealer 

and Stedman Buttrick II as an investment broker. 

Battle Lawn 
I 

Edwin Barrett built his estate, known as "Battle Lawn", on the houselot owned by Captain David Brown 

in 1775. Minute and militia companies under his great grandfather Colonel James Barrett's command 

during the battle at the North Bridge mustered, in part, on the high ground occupied by his estate.136 

Barrett's estate included three buildings, an estate drive, a small "gazebo-like" structure, and a memorial 

marker. The marker commemorated the contributions of his colonial ancestors Colonel James Barrett 

and Captain Nathan Brown during the battle at the Nortl1 Bridge. Barrett extensively landscaped the 

upper portion of the estate along Liberty Street; the southern portion of the estate remained an 

agricultural field. 

Edwin Barrett's fiancee, Laura E. Emerson, purchased the property in 1877 from George and Mary 

Keyes.137 In 1879, Barrett constructed the mansion (Figure 48). As described by neighbor and local 

historian John. S. Keyes, who resided in the Elisha Jones house in 1885, the mansion included a "brick 

lower story, a porte cochere, and oriel window and ornamentation of the modem style."138 According to 

Keyes, the frieze on the dining room ftteplace mantel was constructed from an oak post from the North 

Bridge that stood at the time of the battle, dug out of the mud under one of the bridge abutments. The 

mansion overlooked the newly constructed 1874 commemorative North Bridge and The Minute Man 

statue. Barrett constructed a gardener's cottage in 1882 along Liberty Street at the northern end of the 

property. According to Keyes, the cottage stood "on the top of the hill commanding a fine view and 

more conspicuous than the mansion of the owner."139 The cottage housed a gardener for a relatively 

short time. Barrett later rented the cottage to various tenants.140 A large stable, constructed during the 

same period, was located just south of the gardener's cottage. Also evident in nineteenth-century 

photographs and depicted on the 1889 "Atlas of Middlesex County" is a small "gazebo-like" structure, 

136 In 1775, the area where militia and minute companies mustered extended from the site of the Battle Lawn estate 
north across present-day Liberty Street (not extant in 1775) into the area contemporarily designated as the Muster 
Field. 
137 George Keyes et ux to Laura E. Emerso~ 1455:132. 
138 John Shepard Keyes, "Houses & Owners or Occupants in Concord 1885;" p. 74. 
139 Keyes, '''Houses & Owners," p. 73. 
140 Ibid., notes added to the manuscript c. 1915 by ""\dam Tohnan, p. 73. 
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F1guce 48. Vie" of the B:mle La"'ll mansion from Libe~ Sueet. Photograph by Alfred H osmer, c. 1880-
1902. (Photographic File, Concord Free Public Library) 

Joe 1ttd o;outh\\t st oi the. g;mknt:r·:-. cottage. nt.-ar Ltlxrty Stret:r (figur' 49-50). The: metnlln:tl marker 

placed b\ Barren in honor oilll'; culoni;tl rclatlvc~ sltiC')U nunb\\'e:-t of the ·'gazebo-like" !'tnJcture (Ftgl.lre 

51). B:trrcn tthcrcd tht• topogr:tph~ of the hill"tdc to :tccommodare bUilding. and a printl' drive. The 

dril·c began on l..Jbcrt:y !')trcct. orded tn ironr of the m:tmion. and tht·n con11nucd northwest ru tht• 

stable. l lisronc phowvr:aph~ dl'pict a :;ronc \Vall along the nonhcm bounchry oi the c-.uuc. bordcnog 

Libem• ~trn:t. 

B:t.rrett landsc:tpcJ the upper pan ()f Ius c::.t.ale with ornamental trees :tnd ~hrubs set on a grot•mcd lawn. 

H~:>rnric phutoW"lphs rc\'eal tnrnml'd shrub~. specimen trees. Yine~ gro\\ mg on the mansion, and a 

deconuin.· tlowt·rbed tn the cen ter of the orcul:tr dri\'t~. \ccording to Kc} cs. the est.·ue ,..,i.th tis 

"Qutbuilding:., gradiug and omamencaoon" bali co:-t .. :!5JXKJ, morl' than :m~ other C!>tatt• m Coocord.P1 

The '>OUlhcm pornoo uf tht.• c:.:;t:lte appear; 3!' a hayfidJ mac. 1M83-190- photograph (hgurc 52 . 

l~l(btd .. p -4 
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l1gurc ~9. \'1r" nonh"c: .. t :.tcro .. Concord Rl\t'r tn\\'"olrtl hu1ldm£:!> :and '>trucmrt'., :alun::! l.ibcm t~t't. 

I h~· phmogtl'ph depict (lt'ft to right) the Battlr: 1.:.&\\ n m:an 1011, tJJhlt•, ·~.uebo-hke' .,tn1cturc- .1nd 
g11rdrnrr' cotU&J...'t', :mel the tedman Bunnd; huu r. Photogrllph h) Alfrrd Monrue, c. 1882·1 5. (Monroe 
Phutograptuc Coll~ctwn plate 147, Concord Frr:c Puhhc Lahrlln) 

Fagur~ 50. "P.m 11f C'..oncord.'' ~rge H.\~ :alkcr b..: Co., J); 9 , M:ap depict' the B:mlc Lawn mnt ton, 
c.Jn\1~\\ ~\, h.am (COU uf dJhe" a~), ~.ardenrr' COO:l(!C (left nl h:am), 11.nd ~lODC' mar~('l (JabcJC'd). -\J._o 
nlrnufiC'd nn the nup I .. the poruon or tbt' :\tu,.tcr FlchJ h mg north ur Libert~ StrCt'l. The c:on .. trucn nor 
uhcrt\ lh'l"l 10 179.\ bt-.c:cted tbr Mu~ter Field. North IS Ill the ldt nn tht• map. 



Cultural I andscap\:' Rcporr for ~onh Bndgl' Umr. r-. 1mutl' M.an ~auon:tl I [J!'otottcal Park 

Ft.gure 51. Vie\'\• e.un of Battle Lawn M:uker from Libert) Streel. Pbo1ograph b) Henry A. C.lc;llc, c. 1900-
1906. (Castle Photographic CoUecrion, 11.6, Concord Free Public Library). 

Figure 52. Viewofb;;ly harves1 along the Concord Rncr m front of the B~ule Lawn mansion, c . J 83-1907. 
Barrett'r. gardener's cottage is vasible left of the mansaon. (Photogr.tpluc Files. Concord Free PubLic 
Libr.uy) 
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Chapter 1: Sne I hstot) 

Ed,,,n Barn:u died m 1R98. ·n,~.. B:trrcu iamil) connnucd to li\·c: on thl· e"L.'lte for ~cn:ral )"l-:tr.>. then 

rented the estate. In 1909, Edward.\. ~t'wcll purchased tht• propl'rtY and cxu:n~l\"c~· enlarged and 

remodeled rh~ m:msion under tlw dtrt cnon of Bosron. \rchlt('Ct I rank Choute:tu Brc 1\\ n (hgurc 5) . 

1\:e\\ ell emplo~ cd :t g.•rdene.r "ho occupied tht: cort:lgc.14• lbl· stone: marker en-ctcd h) EdWin Barren 

\\-:ts probabh rcmo\·eJ dunng thi' pcncxl. po~--•bl) buncd on the prop~ .I-n Figure 54 dc:ptc~ the 

renO\-ated nt:u1~ton .. 1 m:tturc: ro\\ oft" agrcen ~eparanng rht B.mk Lawn e~t.ltc: and the Buttnck 

proper~. and am\\ oi maple trcco; planh:d nlong the stont• \\all 'cparnung tht• lhu)t> J..a\\n eswte and 

KcYe ... pasture. 

Figure 53. \ te" of the remodeled Saute Lawn mansion from Libert) Street. 1\.ote the youn~ e\'etgreen 
trees and wooden walk""\\·a~. The phow wac; probably taken soon after Edward N~eU's renovation oftbe 
mansion v. a:. complete c. 1909. Mall1re rhododendrons probabl) date fTom plantmgs ori~naJ to Edv..in 
Barrett's owncn.tup. (SPNEA Arcbi,·es) 

II. Tbtd., note' :nkkJ to the m.1nu,cnpl c. 1915 b\ .\d:lm Tolm.lll, r 73. 
tH Lt.-sltc Pcrnn \'\them. "Banlc 1 :'1\\ n • \ flou,e wnh 2 \·icw of lit' lOt');· Ctuu·crrf Joum..J/, \pnl :!6. :?001. 

"'I 



Fagure 54. Yiew northwe~>t of the B:tttle Lawn est.ttc, rrom eastern stdc of Concord R..vcr, c. 1909. 
Dep1cted 10 the photograph i& the rot\ of dcciduou'i trees pt.tnred b) Barren (left). tbe Bartle Lawn 
ma.ru.Jon (cenrer), ;md a ro\\ of e\ergreen trees (ri~ht). (SPNEA Archl"o C!>) 

Bunnck E-.tate 

In 1910. a y<..-ar .:~ftcr Fd\\1tl ~ewcll n·no\·atcd tht: Battk J awn t:, tate, Stedman Buttnck II bec;lme sole 

owner of the Bunnck iann. Illc.' ~amc: yt':lr he purcha cd addmon.d pror<..·rt) nlong l..1bcrty ~trcct 

abumng h1" property from .\bry 1:.. Dan" (we .. tcm om·-half of Flint field) . :md a parcel along Monument 

Srrcet kno-wn a~ Honc\'sucklc Island. In 1923. bt• purchaseJ n -.econd parcel (eastern on<..-..half of flinr 

field from the Da\·i fanuly at the comc:r of Libcm and ~lnnumcnt ~trccts . •"~ 

'>non after: acqwnng the Buttncl' faan. Buttnck htrcd Ho:-t(JO • \rchHcct _I :ames PurJon to de:-ign a 

man,tCJO and to layout the estate. Punlon ·~ b) out mcludc:d the location of proposed buildings (Bunnck 

man-<ton. caretaker', hcmsc. and carrt.lg\.' hf u~C") an entrance dn,·c:. and a o;en·icc: dri\'C. The" pl.1n r«Jwr<:d 

rcmonl of a stone \\'ill!, tam1 buildings, and a ponmn r•f an extcn t\"<' orchard growing along rht> top and 

on the ,n.,..rcm slopt.· o[ Buunck I lilt. ~en·ralan·n:- rcqutreJ grading to accommodate propo ... cd buildings 
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(Stedman Buttrick I house) was moved to the cceasterly side of Monument Street opposite the end of 

Liberty Street." 145 The caretaker's cottage and the carriage house were built partially on the property 

purchased from Mary E. Davis in 1910 (western one-half of Flint field). During the same ~ear, Buttrick 

hired Charles H. \"Vheeler of Framingham, Massachusetts to create a planting plan for his estate. 

\Xlheeler's plan included a rectangular flower garden south of the proposed mansion (upper garden), an 

orchard adjacent to the proposed caretaker's cottage and carriage house, and a rectangular plot southwest 

of the mansion identified on later plans as a tennis court.146 The listed features are known to have been 

constructed. It is not known if other plans appearing on \Xlheeler's drawing were ever implemented 

(Figure 56). 

Construction of the Buttrick estate transfonned the Buttrick farm into typical country estate found in 

America c. 1880 to 1920. During this period of unequalled economic growth, wealthy individuals 

developed estates with extensive formal gardens that exhibited balance, symmetry and spatial 

hierarchies.147 In the early to mid-1920s, Boston Landscape Architect Harold Hill Blossom guided 

landscape improvements on the estate. 

Blossom graduated from Harvard University in 1907 and worked for twelve years for the Olmsted 

Brothers in Brookline, Massachusetts. While at the Olmsted firm, Blossom worked on the San Diego 

and Seattle expositions and assisted in the planning and development of subdivision and park projects as 

well as numerous gardens and private estates. In 1919, Blossom opened his own office in Boston, 

specializing in private grounds and gardens design.148 

A topographical plan prepared by Blossom in 1923 reveals existing landscape features not included on 

Charles H. \Xlheeler's 1911 planting plan, including a circular garden Qower garden) south of \"Vheeler's 

rectangular garden, and a series of steps leading down the east slope of Buttrick Hill towards the river 

(Figure 57).149 The same year, Blossom prepared a preliminary garden plan that included a flagstone path 

connecting the two gardens and stairs leading to the river. He also redesigned the configuration of flower 

beds in the circular garden (lower garden) (Figure 58). Many or all of his proposed changes appear to 

have been implemented. In 1925, the same year Stedman Buttrick II died, Blossom prepared an 

extensive perennial planting plan for the circular garden.150 It is not known if Blossom's perennial 

planting plan was ever implemented. 

145 Keyes, "Houses & Owners," notes added to the manuscript c. 1915 by .. A.dam Tolman, p. 72. 
146 Personal communication with Stedman Buttrick n r, ~1ay 28, 2003. According to Stedman Buttrick f\7, the 
family referred to the rectangular garden as the "upper garden." 
147 1tfalcolm Cairns, "Country Estates" in William H. Tishler, ed., American Landscape Architecture (Washington, D.C.: 
The Preservation Press, 1989), p. 133. 
148 Edward Clark \Vhiting, "Harold Hill Blossom," Landscape Architecture Quarterfy, volume 26, pp. 148-149 (1935), 
transcribed for ASL~ Council of Fellows - History Project, September 20, 1977. 
1+9 Personal communication with Stedman Buttrick I\T, ~lay 28, 2003 .. A.ccorcling to Stedman Buttrick IV, the 
family referred to the circular garden as the "lower garden." The tennis court appears on the 1911 planting plan, 
with regard to a proposed planting of vines along a wire fence encircling the court. This may indicate that the 
tennis court was in place prior to the 1911 plan. 
150 Harold Hill Blossom, "1-1r. Stedman Buttrick, Concord, Mass., Planting Plan for Perennials," 1vfay 27, 1925 
(Nfij\;L\ #24471, 1vii:iVL\ ~'llchives). 
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Landscape Summary, 1824-1924 

Although a significant portion of the present-day North Bridge Unit landscape remained under 

agricultural production in 1924, equally significant acreage included non-agricultural land use. 

Development of the commemorative landscape, construction of estate landscapes, and a general decline 

in the rural economy converted a number of agricultural fields, pastures, and wet meadows into formal 

landscapes and secondary forests. Stone walls, hedgerows, and roads separated properties, fields, and 

differing land uses. While overall circulation remained consistent with roads present at the tum of the 

nineteenth century, numerous routes developed within individual tracts. A major change in the size, type, 

and style of buildings occurred between 1824 and 1924; numerous buildings were razed, remaining 

colonial structures were altered, and new buildings constructed. Notable construction during this period 

included six major buildings associated with the Battle Lawn and Buttrick est~tes. Significant 

commemorative features added during the period included the allee, several versions of the 

commemorative North Bridge, and five major monuments (Figures 59-60). 
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Chapter 1: Site History 

PRESERVING THE CONCORD BATTLEGROUND (1925-1958) 

The motors honk, there is the whirl o' aeroplanes above, the town's homes and ways gleam 

with electric brightness, we catch the world's news through the air, but Old Concord and the 

Spirit of the Old Concord still hovers above us . . .. 

"Preservation of Concord Desired" 

Concord Enterprise, July 25, 1929 

By the late 1930s, agricultural land use had declined by almost fifty percent within the North Bridge Unit 

and by the 1950s many former fields, pastures, and meado,vs within the unit were supporting suburban 

residences and young forests.1 51 The increasing threat of development prompted private individuals and 

state government bodies to explore ways to maintain the integrity of the historic battleground. These 

entities explored methods to prohibit development on adjacent land, to open views across the landscape, 

and to protect and maintain the battleground landscape. While some of their aspirations were realized, 

the majority would not be addressed until the federal government established Minute Man National 

Historical Parkin 1959. 

The Commission on the One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the American Revolution 

In 1924, Massachusetts Governor Channing H. Cox appointed a commission to recommend a state 

program to celebrate the sesquicentennial anniversary of the opening day of the American Revolution. 

The nine-person commission, known as The Commission on the One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary 

of the American Revolution, recommended creation of a "permanent memorial" to honor the 

anniversary, versus "meetings, pageants and other exercises" that typically marked special events and that 

were temporary in nature. 152 The commission hired Landscape Architect Arthur Shurtleff ~ater known 

as Arthur Shurcliff) to study designation of a section of the historic Batde Road as a memorial highway. 

As depicted on Shurtleffs plan, the proposed memorial highway extended from the center of Lexington 

through northern Lincoln to the center of Concord. From the center of town, the proposed highway 

continued north along Monument Street to the entrance of the avenue leading to the North Bridge. 

While most of Shurtleffs recommendations centered specifically on the present-day Battle Road Unit, he 

also offered general recommendations for the entire route. These included placement of additional 

monuments along the road and implementation of zoning regulations to control the number of vending 

stands, booths, and other tourist accommodations that had "made inroads upon the scenic attractiveness 

of this historic highway." Shurdeff stated: "gaily painted signs and vending devises" obscured views of 

the historic landscape and "detracted from the significance of monuments." He noted the vending 

stands were thickest at the more important landmarks and monuments, which undoubtedly included the 

commemorative landscape within the present-day North Bridge Unit.153 

151 "Land Utilization, Town of Concord," WP-~.\ Project No. 1778,January 1939 (See Appendix C) . 
152 .l\rthur Shurtleff ' 'changed his name to Shurcliff in 1930 in order, he wrote, to conform to the ancient family 
spelling." Elizabeth Hope Cushing, "Shurcliff, Arthur .L~sahel (Shurdef£)," in Charles Birnbaum and Robin Karson, 
Pioneers of American Landscape Design (New York: JvfcGraw-Hill, 2000), p. 351. 
153 .A.rthur .A .. Shurtleff, "Report of ... -\rthur .. ci. Shurtleff to Commission on the One Hundred Fiftieth .. Anniversary of 
the .L\merican Revolution," January 5, 1925 (copy-:NITivL\ Library). 
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At th.e time' Arthur Shurdeff advised the commission, he also served as-a town planning advisor to both 

Concord and Lexington as well -as to many other towns and cities in the Boston metropolitan area. 

Shurtleff established his own practice in 1904 after spending eight years employed at the Olmsted office 

in Brookline, Massachusetts. In 1899, Shurtleff assisted Frederick Law Olmsted Jr. in founding the 

country's first four-year landscape program at Harvard University where he taught until 1906. In 

addition to advising local municipalities, Shurtleff's early work included highway studies for the Boston 

Metropolitan Improvement Commission and the Massachusetts State Highway Commission, an·d 

industrial community designs in Bemis, Tennessee and Hopedale, Massachusetts.154 

Despite Shurtleff's recommendatio.n, the state did not designate a section of the historic Batde Road as a 

memorial highway. Commenting thirty years later on the reasons the landscape was not preserved in 

1925, Shurdeff stated: 

\Xlhy were the landmarks not saved twenty-five years ago?- because they were a part of a 
quiet countryside, not unlike that of the early days; they needed no marks other than a few 
inscribed boulders; visitors were chiefly residents of the neighborhood within: twenty miles 
and acquainted with the events and the sites.1ss 

Sesquicentennial.l\.nniversary Celebration 

Concord's sesquicentennial anniversary celebration included many traditions established during earlier 

anniversary celebrations. The three'-day celebration included church services, speeches, and a parade of 

military units and dignitaries, including President Coolidge. Integrated into the celebration were several 

changes that would themselves become tradition.. Unlike the 1900s parade and earlier processionals 

associated with the grand celebrations that had occurred every twenty-five years since 1850, the 1925 

parade approached the 1909 commemorative North Bridge from the west. It began on: Monument 

Square, traveled north on Lowell Road, turned east onto Liberty Street, crossed the Buttrick estate, and 

proceeded to the bridge follo:wing the old route of Groton Road '\1s nearly ... as possible'' over 

"uncultivated fields." Another new feature w~s a reenactment of the battle at the North Bridge (Figures 

61-62).15.6 

154 Elizabeth Hope Cushing, "Shurcliff, .i\rthur .~.\sahel (Shurtleff))" in Charles Birnbaum and Robin Kar~on, Pioneers 
of American Lands~,--ape Design (New York: 1\fcGraw-Hill, 2000), pp. 351-356; i\.rthur .A .. Shurcliff to Boston National 
Historic Sites Commission, June 5, 1956 (RG 79, BNHSC Box 1, N.A.RA,_ Waltham, l\JL:\.). 
155 Shurcliff to Boston National Historic Sites Commission, June 5, 1956. 
156 "Souvenir Programme of Events, One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the Concord Fight.') (fvfi~~L\ 
Library) 
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Old North Bridge Protective Association 

In 1929, the Old North Bridge Protective Association formed to '~protect the approaches to the Old 

North Bridge" and to promote the "comfort and instruction" of visitors.157 During the s·ame year, the 

Massachusetts General Court authorized the town to "acquire by ta_king in fee by eminent domain ... or 

by purchase, gift, devise or otherwise'' land necessary to accomplish their goals) 58 Land specified in 

Massachusetts House of Representative Bill No. 930 included: 

1. The avenue leading to the North Bridge and land around The Minute Man statue.t59 

2. Land north of the avenue leading to the North Bridge, owned by Mrs. James D. Tanner 
(Simmons houselot). 

3. A triangular parcel located east of Monument Street, across from the entrance to the avenue 
leading to the North Bridge. 

The town hoped to acquire the parcel owned by Mrs. James D. Tanner to construct a new building to 

house the Antiquarian Society and a large parking lot to provide autotnobile parking for visitors to the 

Antiquarian S·ociety and to the North Bridge. A proposed access road would provide access to both the 

parking lot and the Antiquari,an Society building from Monument Street (Figure 63). Soon after 

completion of the plan, the Antiquarian Society chose another building site and the town abandoned the 

project. 

Monument Street Parking Lot 

In 1929, the town constructed a parking lot on the eastern side of Monument Street, across from the 

entrance to the battleground, in the triangular parcel identified in House Bill 930. The previous year 

·automobiles had been restricted from ·entering the avenue leading to the North Bridge because they 

'''caused confusion and because· much paper and other refuse was strewn about the grounds by motorists 

holding picnics under the trees.''160 The parking lot accommodated both automobiles and tour buses 

(Figure 64).161 In 1930, the town constructed an additional entrance to the parking lot (north entrance), 

erected granite posts at all three entrances/ exits, planted trees and shrubs along the north and south sides 

of the parking lot,_ and installed a drinking fountain. In 1954, the town built a public toilet facility 

adjoining northern boundary of the lot.t62 

157 'Old North Bridge' Protective ..~.:\ssociation,_ draft constitution (Special Collections, C. Pam. 72, Item 7, Concord 
Free Public Library). The 'Old North Bridge' Protective .. A.ssociation: was a short-lived organization . .i\.ccording to 
the Boston National Historic Sites Commission, "Interim Report," pp. 148-149, it came together for only a short 
period, to study traffic problems and to remove vehicular traffic from the historic site. 
158 1-'fassachusetts House of Representative i\ct No. 930, 1929 .. 
159 It is unclear why the commemorative landscape was included in their request, since the town already owned the 
property. 
160 '~To Protect Old Battleground," Concord Enterprise, January 16, 1929. 
'161 Boston National Historic Sites Commission, "Interim Report," p. 149. 
162 Concord Town Rep· orts 1930 1951. 
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Figure 63. "Sketch Plan for Old North Bndge Protecnve As ociauon," Janu.ll) 11, 1929. In addmon to the 
proposed features (parking lor, vehicul.u- drive, .1nd Antiquarian Soctery butldmg), the plan also dcptcts 
several existing fearures. Commemorative featu_res represented on dle map mcludc the avenue to the 
bndgc and a gated entrance, the allec, the bndge and the monuments. Non-commemorathe landscape 
featun:~o mduc.lc luc T:mnet (Simmons) house, the Concord Canoe Club, a small unnamed boatl10usc 
(Stmmons Boathouse), and a tourisr ~>tand. (Special Collections, C. Pam. 72, hem 7, Concord Free Public 
Libr.lr)) 

., __ _ 
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Figure 64. "Plan of Propo"ed Parking Sp.1ce near the Nonh Bridge, Concord Mac; .," Janulll)· 1929. 
(1928 Concord Annu;tl Repon, Concord rree Public Lahrtry) 
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Preservation and Rehabilitation of the Allee 

The 1928 Concord Town Report proposed regrading "certain portions of the approach to the 

Monuments and the bridge" with loam removed during the proposed construction of the North Bridge 

parking lot. The report stated an "immediate remedy" was needed "to protect the roots of the trees from 

further damage and to furnish nourishment for the trees."163 Trees were planted within the allee several 

times during tl1e 1930s. In 1930, the town planted two rows of hemlocks and two rows of maples within 

the allee. The follo\ving year, several of the hemlocks planted in 1930 had died and were replaced, and 

by 1936 nearly all of the hemlocks planted between 1930 and 1932 had died. The same year, new 

l1emlocks and white pines were planted in place of the dead trees.164 Twenty-five years later, the 1951 

Concord Town Report stated "several of the old pines [were] in various stages of decay" and reported 

eleven new trees had been planted, including "larch, oak, red pine, and white pine."165 

Trustees of Reservations and the Old Manse 

In 1939, the Trustees of Reservations purchased the Old Manse property from Sarah Ripley, a 

descendent of Ezra Ripley. The Trustees of Reservations, founded in 1891, was the ftrst private 

statewide organization in the nation dedicated to the conservation and preservation of land with 

exceptional scenic, historic, and ecological value.166 The Old Manse stood at the time of the battle at the 

North Bridge and is also significant as the temporary home of American author Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

Hawthorne wrote Mosses from the Old Manse while residing at the Old Manse in the 1840s. 

The Trustees of Reservations' land includes the Old Manse houselot, the Old Manse field, and the stone 

wall along the northern border of the field, abutting the southern boundary of the town-owned avenue 

leading to the North Bridge. 167 In 1943, the Trustees of Reservations installed a sign at the northern 

edge of their property to draw tourists from the avenue leading to the North Bridge to the Old Manse. 

The sign stood adjacent to an opening in the wall leading to a path connecting the two sites. 

Park, Parkway and Recreational Area Study 

In 1936, an act of Congress authorized and directed the National Park Service (NPS) to complete a 

comprehensive study of park, parkway, and recreational area programs within the United States in 

cooperation with state governments. In 1941, the Massachusetts State Planning Board and the NPS 

submitted a report to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, outlining recommendations to improve the 

state's recreational system. Recommendations included suggestions for improving the Massachusetts 

State Park system, for extending a recognized system of tour ways, and for federal acquisition and 

163 Concord Town Report, 1928, p. 37. 
164 Concord Town Reports, 1930, p. 90; 1932, p. 84; 1936, p. 94. 
t 6S Concord Town Report, 1951, p. 113. 
166 \"'Vheeler, "North Bridge Neighbors," p. 26. For more information about the Trustees of Reservations visit 
www. thetrustees.org 
167 Russell Kettell to .A.rthur Shurcliff, l\tfarch 10, 1943. 
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development of three areas, including the "Concord Battle Ground."168 This report may have influenced 

later decisions regarding preservation of the batdeground and establishment of Minute Man National 

Historical Park. 

Arthur Shurcliff Correspondence 

In the 1940s, Landscape Architect Arthur Shurcliff corresponded with Russell H. Kettle, Chairman of the 

Old Manse Committee. Shurcliffwas concerned about the appropriateness of the Japanese barberry 

hedge surrounding the circular drive around The 1vfinute Man statue and potential development of land 

adjacent to the commemorative landscape. In a February 1943 letter to Russell I<.ettle Shurcliff asked: 

Don't you think this strikes exactly the wrong note to [ ] a plant unknown in this country in 
Revolutionary days and at the moment recalling men who are now threatening our liberties? 

Shurcliff also inquired in the letter as to the ownership of land on both sides of the avenue leading to the 

North Bridge. He was concerned that the land might someday be converted into houselots.169 

Over the next six months, the two men corresponded about these issues and several others. Regarding 

the "Nip hedge," (as Shurcliff referred to the Japanese barberry), I<.ettle indicated replacement by the 

town would probably not occur, due at least in part to wartime labor shortages. He suggested that if 

Shurcliff would "make a little sketch of a more appropriate setting" the local garden club might take on 

the proj ect.t70 Shurcliff responded: 

. . . all that is needed is to remove it [Japanese barberry] and substitute a small sized type 

such as the common wild rose, the wild blueberry, and any other native plant which will not 

rise up and cut off [sic] a view of the meadows. I realized fully that a degree of formalizing is 

necessary and appropriate near the Minute Man.17t 

He recommended removing the Japanese barberry, even if money and labor were not available to replace 

the hedge. According to Shurcliff, "the bareness of that verge of ground would be less objectionable ... 

than the presence of a hedge material imported within about half a century from Asia and incidentally 

reminiscent of far too many suburban land developments."172 Despite their effort, the hedge was not 

removed and by the mid-1950s, the hedge blocked views west from The Minute Man statue (Figure 65). 

168 Massachusetts State Planning Board, ''Park parkway and Recreational .. A.rea Study," January 1941 (State Library of 
:Nfassachusetts). 
169 .L\rthur Shurcliff to Russell K ettell, February 26, 1943. 
170 Russell Kettell to .A.rthur Shurcliff, March 28, 1943. 
171 .L-\rthur Shurtleff to Russell Kettell, 1t1arch 30, 1943. 
172 Shurtleff to Kettell, l\1arch 30, 1943. 
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Figurt' 65. \ ' ie\\ \\eM of Japaneo;e barber!) hedge rndrcling The Mmute ~Lin .. tarue, 1955. (Courtc~l>~ of 
Loruanl.' rould!>) 

I'll tell as,ured !->lnw .. hl f that the: land soud1 oi the road C•\\'nCd h the I N!ltu: I R<:,(."'l'\':tUon \\'":\.., 

prutt'Cit.>d. hm\ c' er, hl' cxprt· t•d concern alx•ul lht· prupcrt' north u l Lhc road that \ \ 'll' pn\"'lltch owned 

or lwsr ol tla I nnnc:r esuue. llu current OCnlf'lllll nl tht 1 annn hotnl', Mn;. bed SohJcr. operawd a 

mun 1 stnnd near dw bndge, pn·vtoll!>h run b~ ~Irs. I nnncr Y'"' Shurd tft rt .;pondt•d: 

th~ lu~tunc 5p01 PfX'llB to~ tn rt:ll dan~ on the nonh tili:, nmonh from the 
dwelling so ntar the propetn lu ~urunon~ bouse but from tire 52\t ,f po tords, Sf•ft 
dnnks 11nd othn tounsr stutT tbc'l tuo thre:as mll\ wcrcase Ill \ •lume nnd tntc:nsm JJnd 
nuke Co11cord Bndgt: a s.ad cumpk o t our detenorawtg condmon 

lle :a.skcd Kcttdlaf rheno: mtglu be a group of pc:non" tu ""hom the\ ,uuld ppe.alro ab:uc the perc~\"cd 

thmu , and nffcrcd 10 d muc hs ... en-,ce. hurdiff snqwrcd alx•ut pm"2tel} hdd bnd on the u-est tdc of 

the hn~rc- Buttnc.:k t'512lc , qucsuomng whether lhc owners ought be willing ro mdtctre rhc po tuon of 

the nr.tcnt ro:td "b an occ:a 10nal fngmcot of toncwall or a group of trees '' 1 The collccuon of 

cortt!'pond nc(' bc~em rh~ rwo men emb m 1944 Inc correspondence does not milicatc tf am of 

hurchfr u~c,uoos or cotKcnls \\en: .. ad~ c:d 

t J l'r-ncllto 'hurtkff. Mmrch 28. 1943, "fo Protect Old fbnleground," Co~: r.ll r.ttpnrt.]llllwn Hi, 1929 
J shunldT to 1-::cneU, :O.Ja,ch 3 1, 1943 

I Jb1d 
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Chapter 1: Site History 

Protecting and Improving the Battleground 

By the early 1950s, increasing foot traffic within the commemorative landscape threatened the integrity of 

the battleground. The town undertook several projects in the 1950s to protect the grassy mounds under 

the base of the monuments and the lawn under the allee, and to control erosion. In 1951, the town 

regraded the entire landscape between Monument Street and the bridge, and covered the avenue leading 

to the North Bridge and the circular drive around The Minute Man statue with stone dust. Loam and 

grass seed was spread under the allee, including along the former walkways on both sides of the avenue 

leading to the North Bridge.176 By 1953, the paths reappear, reportedly caused by undirected foot traffic. 

According to the 1953 Concord Town Report, heavy traffic had created "two concave paths which wash 

in very heavy rain."177 The unintended paths were rototilled, loamed, fertilized, limed, and seeded with 

wear and drought resistant grass. To protect the new lawn, the town blocked each of the path entrances 

with a pair of granite posts connected by a chain. As an added measure, the Concord Road Commission 

proposed resurfacing the avenue leading to the North Bridge with bituminous concrete, stating: 

The increasing number of visitors and their determination not to walk on a gravel or stone­
dust walk has resulted in a situation where it has been impossible to maintain the grass in fit 
condition and the appearance of this whole area has not been a credit to the Town.178 

Concord Fight Marker and the 1956 Commemorative North Bridge 

In 1955, Concord erected the Concord Fight Marker to replace a decaying wooden sign titled "Concord 

Fight." The sign, placed by the town for the sesquicentennial anniversary celebration in 1925, had stood 

for thirty years on the north side of the eastern abutment of the 1909 commemorative North Bridge. 

Both the sign and the Concord Fight Marker included a battle narrative written by local historian Allen 

French. The bronze tablet bearing the narrative on the Concord Fight Marker was mounted on a 54-inch 

uncut granite boulder. 

The same year, record floodwaters damaged the 1909 commemorative North Bridge beyond repair. In 

1956, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts constructed the fourth commemorative North Bridge 

(extant), with funds allocated by the federal government for New England disaster relief. Responding to 

local protests against replicating the bridge in concrete as the 1909 bridge had been constructed; the state 

constructed the 1956 commemorative North Bridge with pressure treated timbers (Figure 66). 179 

176 Concord Town Report, 1951, p. 113. 
177 Concord Town Report, 1953, p. 153. 
178 Ibid., p. 60. 
179 Renee Garrelick, Concord in the Days of Strawbemes and Streetcars (Concord, lvfassachusetts: Town of Concord, 
Concord Historical Commission, 1985), pp. 207 -209; "Concord Bridge of Revolutionary War Restored with 
Pressure Treated Wood," lVood Preserving News (September 1956). 
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Figure 66. View south" est of the 1956 commemorative North Bridge, 1962. AJso visible in the background 
is The Mmute Man smruc. (Photograph by Jack Boucher, 1962, HABS/HAER, #62-107, MIJ\.iA Library) 

Buttock Estarc 

FoliO\Hng the death of::,tl.·dmao Butuick Il in 1925. h1s son Stedman Buttnck III expanded the Bunrick 

estate. ln t 9~6. Stt:d.man Buttrick lll purchased th'-' nc:ighboring Battle La\m C!->tate and incorporated it 

uHo the Runnck cst.:ue. The ::a me year. the BatUl' Lawn ~coer' cottage \\a!> rclocat<:tlto 1 :mg ::,treet 

in Concord Huttnck iniua.Lly n·taincd the Bauk· 1 ~1\\11 m:u1s1on. r(•namcd 0\·crlea and occupil.'d b) his 

aunr ~I:u: Bunnck Hoar. until 1952. \year later rlll' mansion w:b razed. ·nw Bank- Lawn l-table ma~ 

aho haYe been rcmo\·ed around thl· -,.arne dati.'.' 

~rcdman Buu:nck ill began lO propagate 1.0~~ m the nud-1930:-. C:"tabbslung about twu hundred nriecies 

ofbt'llrdcd '"" wuhin hi!' garden:.. B~ the 195Cls, the Uunrick e,.tate had become: oaoonally known for 1t 

C.''i.tensin· tri collcccion. r Joruculmral groups such as the Ins Soac~ n lll·d tht. estate gardens. 

.\dclitional decorative plantings w11hio the ~rden~ mcludcd azalc-J:-. rhododendrons. pcomc,., and 

specunc:n t:\'l'rgreen shrub!> (Hgun:s 6~-69). "1 

1 :\cwcU to Bcrrus et aL .. p 5Co:539: Leslie Peron\'\ ilson. "R.utle Lawo:. \ I iouse \nth a , .. le\\' ot H1ston ," ContorJ 
joum.J/, . \pol26. 201)1: kne~. "Hou~es & Owo=:· note• added to the mamhcnpt c. 1932 b,· ~lrs. 'rulman. p -3; 
Person.tl commurucauon \\1th Stedman Buu:nck I\ . :\Lw: , 2003. 
141 Jmcc ~hllc:r, ''\'\lut lbppc.:nl-d to the Buttrick I:.suue Gorden?' CM:wJ \la~r.t (~ptembcr Octobtr 2001): 
Rolx:tt T Cochran. I c.. "l-fi,toty and Be2ury Blerulm 11 Concord l.ri, Ganlen'' 1'hr \J!JOIUlf (~ \(~l!f r.-1a\· 
19.59 , pcr:«>nal commurucauon wub "ted.n:un Bunnck I\ , ~by :::!~ .. 200.3 
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Ch:tpH•r I : $tte ll isrory 

Figure 67. Vie\\ outb through Burmck lower garden, c. 1930s. Note the tri growmg in the garden and 
the Concord RJ\'er io the distance (Photograph courtCS) of tedman Bunnck. Photograpluc copy m the 
MTMA Library) 

Fi~re 68. \'ie\\ nonb from lhc.> Buttrick lower !f2.rdCn throutth the upper garden tO\\'ard!o the.' Bunrick 
m~msion, c 1935-1936. (Photograph coune ) of Stedman Buttrick. Photottr.tphic copy in the Mll\tA 
Librnf)) 
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Cuhural L'lod~capc Report for North Bmlgc l:mr. ~linutc ~bn ~:wonal I Li !uncal Park 

Figure 69. Aerial vie~ of the Burtnck mans100 and gardenc;, 1959. Nore the Concord Rwer (foreground), 
Libert) Srreel (background), fonnaJ and terraced gardens (from and left of man!>ion), and spec imen rrees. 
(Tbe Nacional Gcogrnpluc Magazine, l\1a) 1959) 

In tlu: 19-tO~. "reJman Buttnck m con~tntch:d addinonal g:trdl'll' on dw t."'\lntc. \\llile mo-.t were huilt 

alter \\ 'orld \\"ar II. con,trucuon on a lint:ar terraced \\"!llh."'\\-:t) k·acling down Buttnck Hill ro a landing 

occurred during the war.•~ \dchoona! g;~.rdens built dunng the 19-l.fls incluJeJ terraced pathw:n" UU\\11 

Buttnck I Jill south ofhncar terraced \\-:tlkwny (post liJ-t.S) : a rock g:trdl'll (pmt-19-1 6) : and a hm-ar garden 

k-ading from the Bunnck mansion to lhc B:mll' Lawn/ On:rll':l nL'lnston (hte 19-tO:.).m 

TI1c linear garden k-ading the Battle L:.l\\11/ 0 ' crlea mansion cut acro~s the sue of the ongmnJ rcnni~ 

court!' and passed on·r rht· (,roton Road ~me. It i!> not known 1f any :-ecrions of lhe Grown Road were 

cxpo~cd by the 19-tO .. and 195(),..: hm\c,·cr. at lt>a:>t lhe o;ccuon lying under the g:trdcn J..:. known to han: 

cxNc.·d a) late: as 19.28. ·nu., ponion of the road~ deptctcd on the:- • tedman Bunnck. E!'q. 

1 opogr:tplucal Plan oi Land'' :ll' a wagon ro:~d (Figure 70). 

1£: \ SLIII'\L~\ m the same lrX'anoo '' dtp!Crcd on the B111fn ;. ~ run.-r, Ctn:.:orJ. .\lw .• Prcl.iminan Pbn. 9 15 23. 
howcvec. peNorul coounwuc:auon \nth ~tcJnu.n Butmck I\' . ~fav 2 • 2003 milicatcs rhe extant tcn:act-d U.Jru'aj 

w;t• con~tructed dunng \X o.clc.l \\ :ar ll l t rc::mc:mbcrs con.•rrucuon at the tcrrac~:d St:.tli''\"3}' and lm lather\. 
di~·:m~iacuon \nth the ~.uckn whc..-n 11 WJ' complrr~ 
IS.\ Pcrwn.tl commurucauon \\1th ' r.:dm.1n Ru11nck IY, ~f:n ::! , 2003 
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Chapru 1: ~Hl.' Ht wry 

Figure 70. cction of a NPS tra.cin~of"Stedman Buttrick, Esq. Topogr-J.phic.tl Plan of Land," 1928, 
tt".t.Cing 1964. A M~ction of Groton Road it. depic ted on the map, labeled 'wagon road' in tbe IO\I..Cr le ft. See 
Appendi.' H for the complete plan. (Oriein.U loc:ncd in MIMA Archives , MIMA 24466) 

In the early 1940s. Butrnc-k cunstroctcd a gras:< tcnms court north of the nl~n:.ion and 111 th~.: nud-t 940->. 

dw origmal cla\ tcnrus court somhwc"l ot the man,ton) was rcmm·cd and us clav ~urtacc l'l'Used to 

r'-'Place Lhe turf on thl.' c:arh· 19-«:J:. court. In c. 19-19·19511. Bunnck constrUucd a small rectangular 

:.wimnuno pool. ju~1 we"t of the rt.ctangular (upp~r and circular (lower) gard~:m .. acro"s n pornon oi the 

"Itt' of tlw nri~n:tl clay tennt!i court.'&' 

In :tdditiun 10 the tlowr..·r gardens. the fnm1ly rnaint;Htwcl haylit•Jcl,.., n-.gcJablc ga.nl.cn:.. and hvcstock. :-. lost 

of tbc crop" \\Crt~ gro'm on the ~laJor Juhn Buctnck property. nonh and ca 1 of the .MaJM fohn Buttrick 

house. 'I yptcally found on the fann dunng the 1 941Js and 1950:-. were four to fin· milk c:o\\ "• "~era! 

horses, and m ilitTt:tcnl •imt'S chickens and pigs. J\ccurding ro Srcdman Buttnck I\." ho grew up on the 

farm dunng the 1930s-19So,.., crop~ \\ere gro'-'n ior famtl) con~umpuon.t1t5 

Stedman Uuttrick II'::. ~'-cond w1fe. :\lnf1 Brook~ Buunck.li,·e in the Major John Buttrick huu~<-' folio\\ lUg 

the death of her huc;band. B,· the t":lrh 19-tO::-. a :-mall rcsidcnc'-· '' .t:-. builr on ::t portion o i the MaJor John 
Buttock propc.ny abutting E"tabrnok Road for Gt.•orgc Me\\ tlliam:., ~Irs . Buttnck',.. 

chauffeur/ hand} man.tM 

~~ Ibid. 

I! lbtd 
1M lb11.l. Concord Phmung Bn.ml ••t uwn uf C':-oncord 1n ;\ltddk.,e.:-. Ct1unt) .l\L1~.,:tchu~~u,..'' map >Uf\ l'\ed Ill 193-
and 19-U, pnmc:d Ill 19-J:! (Concord f~l- Pubhc Librnry. 



Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

Committee on Parks and Historic Monuments 

A t the March 1956 Concord town meeting, the to\vn created the Committee on Parks and Historic 

Monuments to study problems related to the care and maintenance of the parks and historic monuments 

within the town. In 1958, the committee worked with Landscape Architect Dorothea Harrison to create 

a plan for battleground improvements. Under the guidance of Harrison, the town decided to "retain the 

aspect of a country road as far as possible, for that is what it was in 1775." This statement probably refers 

to a decision not to resurface the avenue leading to the North Bridge with bituminous concrete, an idea 

proposed by the Concord Road Commission in 1953. The committee noted tw-o significant issues that 

needed to be addressed within the battleground landscape: the appearance of the mounds at the base of 

the 1836 Battle Monument and The Minute Man statue and the need to improve the overall appearance 

of the landscape by reducing erosion.187 

Under the direction of the committee and Harrison, the town replaced the concrete curbing installed at 

the base of both mounds in 1909 with granite curbing. In addition, granite slabs were placed between the 

base of The Minute Man statue and the granite curbing (front and back) to encourage the "many visitors 

hav[ingl their picture taken in front of the Minute Man," to step on the slabs and not on the mound, and 

granite stairs for the same purpose were installed on the front side of the mound under the 1836 Battle 

Monument. 188 Unused sections of granite curbing were "used to take care of water coming down on the 

far side of the bridge and washing around the short abutments there." 189 It is not known exactly where 

these were placed. 

The committee recommended regracling, replanting grass, and stabilizing the surface of the avenue 

leading to the North Bridge with a "natural surface good in all weather," to prevent erosion of the lawn 

and the avenue. One measure to inhibit erosion is noted in the 1958 Concord Town Report. The 

Concord Highway Department installed a granite threshold at the entrance to a path leading to the Old 

Manse, with an opening in the stone wall (W-18)190 that separates the commemorative landscape from the 

Old Manse field. The report indicated the threshold held the grade and diverted water from the path to 

the grass under the allee. 

In 1959, because of an uncertainty concerning the future role of the town regarding the maintenance of 

the battleground (see below), the committee did not want to recommend additional landscape changes. 

The last improvement attributed to the committee noted in the 1959 Concord Town Report was several 

ornamental shrubs planted by Harrison "on the Minuteman side of the Bridge," including Japanese 

barberry, yellow twigged dogwood, and multiflora rose.191 

187 Concord Town 
t R8 Concord Town Report, 1958, p. 152. 
189 Ib'd 1 ., p. 153. 
19° For the purpose of this report, stone walls in the North Bridge Unit have been assigned an identification 
number. See Figure 83 for stone wall locations. 
191 Concord Town Report, 1959, p . 148. The Japanese barberries may been planted within the existing barberry 
shrub, as replacements. 
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Chapter 1: Site History 

Boston National Historic Sites Commission 

In June 1955, a year before Concord formed its Committee on Parks and Historic Monuments, the 

federal government passed Public Law 75, creating the Boston National Historic Sites Commission 

(BNHSC). The federal commission was charged with: 

... investigating the feasibility of establishing a coordinated program in which the Federal 

Government may cooperate with local and State patriotic societies for the preservation and 

appreciation by the public of the most important of the Colonial and Revolutionary 

properties in Boston and the general vicinity thereof which form outstanding examples of 

.~.-\merica' s historical heritage. 

Public Law 7 5 - 84th Congress - Chapter 144 - 1 gr Session - S. J. Res. 6. 

Local politicians supported the bill, recognizing the need for historic preservation and planning in 

anticipation of the bicentennial anniversary celebration of the battle in 197 5 and of the Declaration of 

Independence in 197 6. Commission members included businessmen, historians, politicians, and Conrad 

Wirth, Director of the National Park Service.192 Concord's Committee on Parks and Historic 

Monuments met with the commission, as did other local community representatives.193 

In October 1956, the National Park Service completed preliminary sketches of a proposed national park 

located along the "Lexington-Concord Battleroad." The proposed park included portions of the present­

day North Bridge Unit and the Battle Road Unit within Minute Man National Historical Park. \Vithin the 

present-day North Bridge Unit, the plan included approximately 220 acres and historic buildings and 

structures, monwnents, tourist amenities, and the approximate location of the east branch of the Groton 

Road (Figure 71). The Boston National Historic Sites Commission prepared a photograph album 

entitled "Photographs to Accompany Proposed Plans for Lexington-Concord Battle Road" that included 

copies of historic and contemporary photographs of buildings and landscapes within the proposed park 

boundaries.194 

In June 1958, the BNHSC submitted an interim report to Congress, recommending the establishment of 

a national park embracing the historic battle route between Lexington, Lincoln, and Concord The 

proposed park, to be known as "Minute Man," would consist of two units, as presented on the 1956 NPS 

preliminary sketches. Unit A (present-day Battle Road Unit) would include slightly more than four miles 

of roadside landscape between Meriam's Comer in Concord and Route 128 in Lexington. Unit B 

(present-day North Bridge Unit) would include 155 acres of landscape surrounding the 1956 

commemorative North Bridge (Figure 72). In support of their request, the commission compared the 

significance of the April19, 1775 battlegrounds in Concord, Lincoln, and Lexington to those of 

established American Revolution national historical parks. The interim report stated that the proposed 

Minute Man National Historical Park, the birthplace of the American Revolution, was equally as 

192 Charlene K. Roise, Edward \XT. Gordon, and Bruce C. Fernald, ":Nfinute !\fan National Historical Park, ... An 
.A.dministrative History" (unofficial), 1989, pp. S-6. 
193 Concord Town Report, 1956, p . 158; Roise et al., .A.dministrative History, p . 6. 
19-+ Boston National Historic Sites Commission, "Photographs to .1.\ccompany Proposed Plans for Lexington­
Concord Battle Road," 10-7-1956 (1~Ill\L\ .. Archives). 
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f.igur<" 71. NP Prelimtn.lr'\ ketch, .. Propo ec.l .1tionJI lli~oornric.ll P.trk." 10 / 12/ 56 

FiJlmr 72. neouil nf chr "Bird-. Eye Vie" of the Ha toric Aru l::mbr;acme Bo ton, Le:xineton and 
Concord." The map dcpict!i the locanon or &he propo cd ManUI(' ~l.ln '~uonal Ha-.forial P.ttk. 
Tiw Bo .. ton '~bun.tl I li .. wnc Sn~ Comma<o,.iun, ~ J P. \\ :all..er- Cun .. tmction Atchicect. l.11e 1950s. 
(RG 79, Bo~&on ....;:umn:.al H l .. toric ire-. Comrni ... ioo, 1'1. ~RA \\ ;lltham) 
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Chnptcr 1: Sue I llstory 

stgntiic:un a- ::;ar:uoga '\.auonall h~tonc Park. commcmoranng d1c tunung potnt m the.· war. and Colont:tl 
~atwnal J-h~tonc PMk at ) orktm\11, whtch rnnrkeJ tht: 'uccc~,tul concluston oi '' .tri:m.· on land .I 5 

Cnmmenong on the :-ize of the cxi-.nng commcmornon·laud-.cape ''ithw propo:.etl Umt B (pr~ent-day 

IJrth Badge.• L mt). the commt--ton 'tatc:d .. the htstonc ~If( barely cm·cn; the Ulllnc:dtat~: b:ttrlt:ground at 

the.• brtdgc: and I" C\'cn -.mailer d1an it:.- parking area.'"196 It .tlso notl'd th.u the configurauon :tnJ "17C: o( 

the publ!c lamhcapc did not prm ide an accumtl' Jeptcnon of me Concord batrlt1,rtOUOd .• \ ht."3\') <:Creen 

of hrubbcn bdund "Ibl' ~linure 1\hn 'tatue blocked \'I<'''' ni the coloma! a\·enue of approach and ga' e 

'tsnor~ a (abl· unprcsston that ·nw ~ linuu: ~L.w :.-rarue m:trkt·d the rcmun:tl pmnt of tlw Bnush 11lknnce. 

The ~hrub:;. abo prevented \'tc:w~ of laod:.-capc.· feature:; th.tt pl.\} t"d :.-ignificant role:; during the battle. 

·nu~sc feature mcluded the .Mu ... ter held, when the column! fnrce~ a:.-.embled before dt· ... cending dO\\ n 

to the bri~ . and the low-h tng n\·crsidc mc::td• >\\', where th~; o!J road pa~ .. cd m·cr :t cnu~t:'\\11) .b It 

approached tht· bndge. ·nlc commisston rccommcndcJ cxpanillng dw t•xtnnt commcmornun land,cape 

to mduJt: the. propcrcit." mc:nurmed abO\ c. It also recommt.ndt:d the purcha!'e or prott:cuon of 

add uo02l land" n' buffer:;. to iore--tall rc~sdt•ntial or other undc.·sttablt• dt'\'clopmcnt aJpcent t•> the 

prnpo=>t"d p:trk that would d~;trnct irom tht· hl"<tuncal ~cent {hgurc -3).' 

.. .... ... , ,, .... . .. , ........ . . 
---...:::;::::s:;t~ -·---

Fi~1re 73. ·•Proposed Boundanes, L"nit B," ...,_onh Bridge, Coocord. (Bo ton atioo;~l Historic Sate:, 
C(lmmission, Interim Repon, 1958) 

' s Bo-ton .Sauonall lbtonc 'h: Comrru.~~•on. "ltue.run Report," pp I ~19 
' lbu.l .• pp l-19-151 
I lbtd.pp 15U-l~l 
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Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

The commission was also concerned about the condition of the commemorative landscape, noting severe 

"we-ar and tear on shrubs and other plantings,. and on roads, pathways, fences and other structures under 

such heavy load of public use."198 It recommended conveying responsibility for site maintenance to ~e 

National Park Service, regardless of whether the title to the property remained with the town of Concord 

or transferred to the federal government The National Park Service could assume jurisdiction over park 

maintenance by entering into a cooperative agreement with the town of Concord, in accordance with 
Section 2(e) of the Historic Sites Act approved August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666).199 

Landscape Summary, 1925-1958 

By 1958, fonnal plantings and secondary forests covered significant acreage -within the present-day North 

Bridge Unit. Although non-agricultural use dominated the landscape, old field patterns were still evident, 

marked by stone walls, fences, and hedgerows. Among the most notable structural changes was the loss 

of the three buildings associated with the Battle Lawn estate and construction of two contemporary 

residences. -Other landscape changes included construction of the Monument Street parking lot and the 

extension of the Buttrick estate gardens into the former Battle Lawn estate. Overall, the commemorative 

landscape remained relatively unchanged, except for replacement of the commemorativ_e North Bridge, 

routine replacement of trees within the allee, a:nd the .growth of the hedge surrounding the circular drive 

around The Minute Man statue (Figure 74). 

t98 Ib'd . 1 ., pp. 152-153. 
199 Ibid.? p. 152. 
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Chapter 1: Site History 

MINUTE MAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK (1959-PRESENT) 

On September 21, 1959, at the recommendation of the federally appointed BNHSC, Public Law 86-321 

established Minute Man National Historical Park. Legislation specified Minute Man National Historical 

Park was created "in order to preserve for the benefit of the American people certain historic structures 

and properties of outstanding national significance associated with the opening War of the American 

Revolution." 200 

Early Boundaries and Land Acquisition 

The National Park Service considered Minute Man National Historical Park a "new breed of park." Prior 

to 1959, \Vi.th few exceptions, the NPS acquired land already owned by federal or local governments, or 

by organizations. To assemble land within Minute Man National Historical Park, the NPS would need to 

acquire hundreds of small tracts from individual owners. In 1960,. the NPS proposed minimum park 

boundaries necessary to maximize protection of the historic value of the battleground. NPS staff 

reevaluated the proposed boundaries the following year, and in 1962 they completed the "Proposed Ptttk 

Boundary Study."201 

Land acquisition within the North Bridge Unit began in 1962 with the purchase of the Buttrick estate, the 

Battle Lawn estate, Flint field, and Honeysuckle Island, all acquired from the Buttrick family. By the end 

of the decade, the NPS acquired over thirty-five additional acres including the Elisha Jones houselot, the 

Major John Buttrick houselot, Poplar Hill, I<eyes pasture, the calf pasture, and the Simmons houselot.202 

In 1963, the town of Concord relinquished responsibility for the operation and maintenance of the town­

owned commemorative landscape and adjacent public parking lot to the NPS through a cooperative 

agreement between the two entities. Concord retained title to the property and the NPS assumed 

responsibility for operation and maintenance of the landscape. Decisions affecting preservation, 

development, and interpretation of the site were to be arrived at jointly.203 

Early NPS Research 

Early research efforts began in 1962, initially building upon research included in the BNHSC interim 

report. _According to a January 1963 memo from the NPS chief architect to Edwin Small, superintendent 

of Minute Man National Historical Park, the goal of park research was to establish 1775 land use and 

land ownership and to locate non-extant 1775 houses, buildings, and other man-made landscape features. 

200 U.S. Public Law 86-321 (21 September 1959), An Act to provide for the Establishment of Minute Man National 
Historit:al Park in Massachusetts, and for other purposes. 
201 Roise et al., .i\dministrative History, pp. 25-28. 
202 National Park Service, "Land Status Map," as edited in 1992. 
203 "Cooperative .A .. gi:eement Between the Town of Concord, :Niassachusetts, and the National Park Service Relating 
to the Town Property known as the Battle Ground .L\rea," June 6, 1963 (NII11.A. Library). 
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Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

Research specific to the North Bridge Unit landscape began in the mid-1960s. NPS archeologists 

excavated three sites within the North Bridge Unit to locate and determine the nature of the Battle Road 

west of the North Bridge (1964), outbuildings on the Elisha Jones houselot (1965), the Thomas Brown 

house foundation, and house foundation(s) and wells on the Ephraim and/ or Willard Buttrick houselot 

(1965, 1967-1968). NPS staff also researched buildings and structures through examination of historical 

documents, photographs, and maps. They completed four historic structure reports between 1968 and 

1969 for the Elisha Jones house, the Major John Buttrick house, the Captain David Brown house, and for 

a wall that stood along the causeway west of the Nord1 Bridge. 

Master Plan 

In the fall of 1964, NPS staff from the Eastern Service Center in Philadelphia worked with park staff to 

develop a master plan for Minute Man National Historical Park. Approved in 1965, the plan addressed 

visitor use, land acquisition, site interpretation, and resource conservation. Under the heading of 

resource conservation, the plan specified "re-creation, management and interpretation of the historic 

scene to the extent possible," and "preservation of sites, buildings and objects of historic or aesthetic 

value whether or not they relate directly to the principal period or event which the park commemorates." 

The plan also specified re-use of the Buttrick mansion as the North Bridge Visitor Center and 

construction of an eighty-car parking lot on the estate grounds. It also suggested establishing a 

pedestrian trail from the North Bridge to the proposed visitor center, over the route of the west branch 

of the Groton Road discovered during the 1964 archeological excavation mentioned above. The North 

Bridge Visitor Center located within the Buttrick mansion opened in June 1967. In October 1967, layout 

plans for the North Bridge Visitor Center parking lot were complete. 

Interim Development Plan 

Only general recommendations for both park units were included in the 1965 master plan. In December 

1966, the NPS Philadelphia Planning and Service Center prepared an ''Interim Development" plan for 

the North Bridge Unit, detailing recommendations included in the master plan (North Bridge Visitor 

Center and parking lot, trail from the North Bridge to the North Bridge Visitor Center), and several new 

recommendations not mentioned in the plan. In addition to noting extant features, the plan proposed a 

new information shelter and comfort station, and re-alignment of the Monument Street parking lot 

(Figure 75). 
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Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Jvfinute Man National Historical Park 

Plaqning Prior to the 1975 Bicentennial Celebration 

In 1970, park staff \vere directed to "plan, design, write', and present" a complete plan for interpretive 

programs within the park in preparation of the Bicentennial anniversary celebration.204 The 

"Interpretative Prospectus,'' completed in 1971, outlined three major problems within the North Bridge 

Unit: 

1. Monument Street was a ''fonnidable" barrier to pedestrian flow from the Monument Street 

parking lot to the battleground. 

2. Tl1e existing comfort station (built in 1951) needed to be replaced. 

3. Visitor circulation was undirected.2os 

The 1973 "N_orth Bridge Development Concept Plan" addressed the problems outlined in the 

"Interpretative Prospectus." The' plan proposed solving the stated problems through a unified plan that 

included a well-defined pedestrian system with specific points of interest. According to the plan, direct, 

well-designed walks would ''channel" visitors through the landscape to wayside exhibits. The plan 

proposed two alternatives to eliminate the barrier separating the Monument Street parking lot and the 

battleground. The first alternative recommended relocating Monument Street east of the Monument 

Street parking lot The second alternative recommended the, acquisition of two parcels south of the Old 

Manse (Sargent field and s<outh field) for the construction of a new parking lot and comfort station, 

eliminating the need for the Monument Street parking lot (Fig\lre 76).206 The second alternative appears 

to have been chosen; the two parcels were purchased by the NPS in 1973.207 Although the NPS never 

constructed the parking lot on the two parcels-as planned, Sargent field serves today as an overflow 

parking area. 

Bicentennial Celebration 

Cooperative planning between the town of Concord and NPS staff began over a decade before the 

Bicentennial celebration. Town officials requested that the celebration be broader in scope than previous 

contemporary celebrations, but to ensure the overcrowding experienced of the 1875 Centennial 

celebration was not repeated, the size of the celebration needed to be consistent with current facilities 

and space.2os They also requested a "simple and non-political" program, with "emphasi~ on the 

principles for which the battle was fought." The celebration would include a processional to the 

batdeground, as had been a tradition since the seventy-fifth anniversary celebration in 1850, and an 

address by President Gerald Ford at the eastern abutment of the 1956 commemorative North Bridge 

(Figure 77). 

204 National Park Service, "Interpretative Prospectus," 1971, as quoted in Roise et al., Administrative History, p. 86. 
205 National Park Service, '<Interpretative Prospectus," 1971, as mentioned in National Park Setvice, "North Bridge 
Development Concept Plan,. 1973, p. 2. 
206 National Park Service, "North Bridge Development Concept Plan, 1973, p. 1-3. 
207 In the late 1960s, two bills were introduced in Congress to revise park boundaries, and to increase acquisition 
funds; both bills were defeated.207 .A. third bill introdl,lced in 1970, (Public Law 91-548) passed, raising the original 
land a<;:quisition ceiling from $5,000,000 to $10,900,000. It also, authorized new park boundaries along the Battle 
Road, subject to the relocation of Route 2-\.. Between 1971 and 1973, the NPS purchased the remainder of 
privately-held parcels within the North B.ridge Unit. The approximately fifteen acres including Sargent field and 
south field. · 
208 Roise et al., .L\dministrative History, pp. 116-119. 
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Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man Nation-al Historical Park 

General Management Plan 

The park completed a General Management Plan (GMP) in 1989. The plan replaced the 1965 master 

plan as the park's guiding management document. The document recommends protecting historic 

resources and approximating the culturallandscap.e of 1775. Goals outlined in the GMP for the North 

Bridge Unit include preserving the commemorative character of the unit, maximizing the quality of the 

visitor experience, and managing the length of stay within the unit to reduce overcrowding. Specific 

recommendations for the North Bridge unit include: 

1. Integrating the Muster Field and the Major John Buttrick house into the 
. . 
mterpretatlve story. 

2. Developing a walking trail between the center of town and the North Bridge Unit. 

3. Limit canoe landings to a specified location. 

The plan outlines a treatment plan for cultural resources within the park. The treatment plan 

recommends preserving the 'Elisha Jones house, the Major John Buttrick house, and the Buttrick 

mansion, caretaker's house, and carriage house'. It states the Muster Field and known archeological sites 

should be protected, and yet to b.e discovered archeological sites, such as the John Flint site, should be 

located. The plan does not specifically address other cqltural resources such as roads, vegetation, 

monuments and markers, and stone walls. 

1990s - Plans and Project 

Two plans prepared by the Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation in the 1990s addressed landscape 

issues within the avenue leading to the North Bridge and the circular drive around The Minute Man 

statue. The ''Erosion Control and Shade Tree Management Plan prepared in 1993 provided treatment 

recommendations to rehabilitate the character of the allee and to stabilize the surface of the avenue 

leading to the North Bridge. The seco·nd study completed in 1999 provided construction drawings 

detailing proposed changes, including regrading the landform under The Minute Man statue and stone 

wall repair. 

Landscape Summary,·1959-present 

Second~ry forest growth continued under NPS ownership and management. Currently, forest and brush 

cover over one-half the North Bridge Unit. Under the direction of the NPS, several non-colonial 

residences were removed and several colonial foundations were uncovered. NPS constructed features 
' ' 

include the North Bridge Visitor Center parking lot, the comfort ~tation, and the Groton Road trail. A 

network of stone walls separating historic properties and fields remain, although often obscured by dense 

vegetation. Also present are mature trees and shrubs associated with the estate landscapes. 

The commemorative landscape retains its late nineteenth-century configuration (Figure 80). 
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Chapter 2: Existing Conditions 

CHAPTER 2: EXISTING CONDITIONS 

This chapter provides a summary of extant landscape characteristics and features, accompanied by 

photographs. A more detailed discussion of landscape characteristics and features is provided in 

Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation. 

The landscape at the North Bridge Unit of :Minute Man National Historical Park is a product of over 

twelve thousand years of human occupation, with the most significant changes occurring over the last 

350 years. During this period, European settlers and the generations that followed altered the landscape 

to support agricultural production (1635 to mid-1960s), to commemorate the 1775 battle at the North 

Bridge (1836 to mid-1960s), and to establish suburban estates (1879 to mid-1960s). A new, equally 

significant period of landscape change began in the early 1960s when the NPS began acquiring land 

surrounding the North Bridge to be included within the newly established :Minute Man National 

Historical Park. Charged with preservation and interpretation of the 1775 landscape, the NPS has played 

a significant role in shaping the extant landscape. 

The North Bridge Unit retains landscape features spanning the entire period of site evolution, from 

prehistoric archeological sites to recent NPS additions. Three extant houses pre-date the battle of April 

19, 1775, as do archeological remains of several others. Other features present in 1775 include 

archeological remains of the causeway west of the North Bridge, several agricultural fields, and possibly a 

few stone walls . The commemorative landscape retains its original spatial composition and its central 

features including the first monument erected on the site in 1836, The Minute Man statue, and a 

succession of commemorative North Bridges. Extant features from the late 1800s and early 1900s 

designed landscapes include mature trees and shrubs; entrance drives; stone walls; and garden beds, 

patios, and paths. NPS features include the Groton Road trail, the North Bridge Visitor Center parking 

lot, and the North Bridge comfort station. 

Topography & Hydrology represent the three-dimensional configuration of the landscape surface 

including both natural and made-made features. Rolling hills of glacial deposits and low wetlands 

characterize the North Bridge Unit. The sluggish Concord River runs northeast through the site at the 

lowest elevation, 110 feet above mean sea level. Wetlands formed by the gentle rise of the landscape 

border most of the river. Several small waterways feed into the Concord River, the largest is :Mill Creek. 

The creek runs north through an expansive tract of wetlands west of the river. Several smaller waterways 

lead into Mill Creek, some of which may have been man-made. Low-land water drains under Liberty 

Street through stone culverts at two points, one near Monument Street and the other near Lowell Road. 

The sununit of Poplar Hill marks the highest point within the unit, standing at an elevation of 205 feet 

above mean sea level. The eastern slope of Buttrick Hill and the base of the eastern slope of Poplar Hill 

are the steepest slopes within the unit, both rising at an eighteen percent grade. 
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Spatial Organization is the arrangem_ent of features that creates the ground, vertical, and overhead planes 

that defines and creates space. A hierarchy of both natural and man-made lines defines the spatial 

organization of th.e North Bridge Unit. The dominant line is the Concord River, which roughly bisects 

the landscape. The two halves are subdivided by Liberty and Monument Streets and then again by small 

streams, stone walls, drives, and walking trails. Spatial organization within the subdivided spaces varies 

from simple fields and forest to complex designed landscapes, such as the gardens within the Buttrick 

estate. 

Circulation includes spaces, features, and materials that constitute systems of movement. Existing 

circulation allows visitors to travel through the North Bridge Unit by automobile, canoe, bicycle, and on 

foot. The Concord River, perhaps the .earliest transportation route, is a popular thoroughfare for 

canoeists. Three roads run through and/or border the North Bridge Unit: Monument Street, Liberty 

Street, and Lowell Road. Both Monument Street and Lowell Road cro·ss over the Concord River via 

Flint's Bridge and Hunt's Bridge (known earlier as Red Bridge) respectively. Traces of Groton Road, 

closed to public use in 1793, are also present as an archeological site. The Groton Road trail connects 

The Minute Man statue and the North Bridge Visitor Center and follows the general line of the east 

branch of the historic road. Additional features within the circulation system inclu·de two visitor parking 

lots, several residential driveways, and a couple of narrow foot trails. 

Vegetation includes indigenous and introduced trees, shrubs, vines, ground covers, and herbaceous 

plants. Young forests (both upland and wetland) cover a significant portion of the North Bridge Unit, 

especially west of the Concord River. The forests are composed of native and non'""native (exotic 

invasive) trees and shrubs. Open fields, commemorative vegetation, and ornamental plantings, to a lesser 

degree, are also present. Areas maintained as open fields include the .Old Manse field, Flint field, and 

portions of the Buttrick estate,: the Muster Field, and Sargent field. Conunetnorative plantings include 

the double rows of trees along the avenue leading to the North Bridge and possibly a double row of 

arborvitae along Monum.ent Street. Areas surrounding residences or residential sites support ornamental 

trees and shrubs. The most extensive ornamental landscape surrounds the Buttrick mansion. 

Buildings and structures are features constructed for sheltering human activities (buildings) or for 

functional purposes other than sheltering human activities (structures). Ten buildings are located within 

the North Bridge Unit: five houses, a boathouse, a garage, a carriage house, and a comfort sta-tion. Three 

of the buildings, the Old Manse, the Major John Buttrick house, and the Elisha Jones house, date prior to 

1775. The c. late 1800s Old Manse boathouse, located along the river in front of the Old Manse, was 

recently reconstructed on the remains of its .original fieldstone foundation. The garage located adjacent 

to the Major John Buttrick house is believed to have been constructed in the early 1900s. The Buttrick 

mansion, caretaker's cottage, and carriage house were also constructed in the early 1900s, as part of the 

Buttrick estate. The NPS built the comfort station on Monument Street in the 1980s. The 1956 

commemorative North Bridge is the only structure located within the unit. 
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Archeological sites include ruins, traces, or deposited artifacts present at the surface or within the 

subsurface of the landscape. Both exposed and unexposed archeological sites are located within the unit. 

Archeological exploration during the 1960s and 1970s uncovered the Captain David Brown house 

foundation and the Ephraim and/ or \Villard Buttrick house foundation(s). Both sites remain exposed. 

Also discovered during the 1960s and 1980s were traces of Groton Road and the causeway west of the 

North Bridge. Road traces were re-covered after excavation. The eighteenth-century John Flint site was 

explored and a cellar hole of the Flint house may have been located. Two aboveground archeological 

sites dating to the 1800s include the Keyes barn foundation and the Joseph Derby bam foundation.213 

Small scale features provide detail and diversity combined with function and aesthetics. Extant small­

scale features include stone walls and other features associated with the agricultural landscape of the 

1800s (and possibly the 1700s) and features associated with commemoration of the landscape and the 

guidance and comfort of tourists. A network of over two miles of stone walls is located within the unit, 

separating former fields and pastures and delineating historic property boundaries. Wall construction 

varies. Simple stone walls typically mark boundaries between fields while more complex walls are 

generally located along the roads. Other small-scale features associated with the agricultural landscape 

include well heads found on the Major John Buttrick and the Elisha Jones houselots and adjacent to the 

Ephraim and/ or Willard Buttrick house foundation(s). Commemorative small-scale features include a 

collection of nine monuments and markers, most notably The Minute Man statue and the 1836 Battle 

Monument. NPS small-scale features designed to guide and comfort tourists include interpretative 

waysides, directional signs, benches, and picnic tables. 

Views and Vistas are features that create or allow a range of vision, which may be naturally occurring or 

deliberately contrived. Historic views across the North Bridge Unit landscape are compromised, due 

primarily to the presence of historic and non-historic trees and shrubs. Mature trees and shrubs 

associated with the estate landscapes, as well as the stone walls along Liberty Street, block historic views 

between the 1956 commemorative North Bridge and the Muster Field. Likewise, secondary growth 

prohibits long-range views across the former agricultural fields and block views of the river from all but a 

few locations within the site. 

213 Tbe Keyes barn foundation is incorporated within stone retaining walls just north of the Elisha Jones house. It 
is not included in the 2002 National Register Documentation or in List of Classified Structures (LCS). The Joseph 
Derby bam foundation is listed in the 2002 National Register Documentation nnder the name ''John Buttrick 
Foundation." 
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CHAPTER3: ANALYSIS & EVALUATION 

REVIEW OF NATIONAL REGISTER DOCUMENTATION 

National Register Documentation 
\Vith the passage of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, all historical units within the 

National Park System, including Minute Man National Historical Par~ were systematically placed on the 

National Register of Historic Places. Although National Park sites listed on the National Register did not 

initially need to submit documentation identifying the features and qualities within the park deserving 

preservation, many have done so since. On November 29, 2002, National Register Documentation was 

accepted for Minute Man National Historic Park. The documentation includes properties within the park 

bounds owned by the Town of Concord (allee /North Bridge area) and by the Trustees of Reservations 

(Old Manse). It identifies significant buildings, structures, sites, and objects within the park dating from 

the 1600s to the 1900s. 

Minute Man National Historical Park possesses significance under National Register criteria A, B, C, and 

D. 

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 

history. 

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that 

represents the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a 

significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 

D. Yields or may be likely to yield information in prehistory or history. 

Minute Man National Historical Park has national significance in the areas of military, commemoration, 

and literature. The park was established in 1959 because of its significance as the site of the first battle of 

the American Revolution. Extant features within the North Bridge Unit that contribute to the 

significance of the 1775 battleground include three colonial houses, several stone foundations, and almost 

one hundred acres of former agricultural land. In the area of commemoration, the park is nationally 

significant as one of the earliest battlegrounds recognized as hallowed ground. Extant features within the 

unit that contribute to the significance of the commemorative landscape (1836-1959) include the allee, 

the 1956 commemorative North Bridge, and six monuments and markers. The Old Manse is the only 

site nationally significant in the area of literature. The property is owned and operated by the Trustees of 

Reservations, and as such, its significance in the area of literature will not be discussed in this chapter. 

The park has local significance in the areas of agriculture, archeology, and architecture. From 1635 to the 

late 1800s, agricultural fields, pastures, and meadows dominated the landscape. Extant features that 

contribute to the significance of the agricultural landscape (1635-1949) include open fields, houses, 
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archeol9gical sites, stone walls, tree-lined roads, and remnant orchards. Features significant within the 

areas of archeology and architecture will be discussed within this report only within the context of the 

other areas of significance. For example, the report will not determine the architectural merit of a 

building or structure, it will only determine if the feature contributes to other areas of significance, such 

as military or agriculture. 

Minute Man National Historical Park also holds significance under National Register criteria 

considerations B, F, and G, although only considerations F and G pertain to the North Bridge Unit. 

F. A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has 

invested it with its own exceptional significance. 

G. A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional importance. 

Included under these criteria are monuments and markers, most of which are more than fifty years old 

and have achieved significance of their own, and the current North Bridge constructed in 1956. 

Potential New Area of Significance 

The National Register Documentation identifies the Buttrick designed landscape as a contributing 

resource that provides a setting for the Buttrick mansion. This landscape, and the landscape associated 

with the Battle Lawn estate, are potentially significant under criteria C - Embodies the distinctive characteristics 

of a type, period, or method of constmction, or that represents the work of a master in the area of landscape 

architecture, probably at a state or local level. Landscape Architect Harold Hill Blossom initially designed 

the Buttrick gardens at the end of the country estate era (c. 1880-1920s). Blossom specialized in the 

design of private estates and gardens. In addition to the Buttrick estate, Blossom also designed gardens 

for estates in Brookline, Massachusetts and Newport, Rhode Island. Extant features that contribute to 

potential significance in the area of landscape architecture include the Buttrick mansion, caretaker's 

cottage, and carriage house; terraces, patios, and formal stone walls; roads, drives, and paved footpaths; 

and specimen trees and shrubs. 

Period of Significance 

The National Register Documentation states the period of significance for Minute Man National 

Historical Park begins in 1655 and ends in 1959, the year the national park was established. Based on 

research and National Register Documentation, the period of significance should extend from 1635 to 

1959, in order to recognize the earliest date of agricultural land use by European settlers within park 

boundaries. 
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LANDSCAPE INTEGRITY 

Integrity is the ability of a landscape to convey its significance. An assessment of integrity determines if 

the landscape evokes its appearance during a particular historic period. The National Register identifies 

seven aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.21 4 

Retaining a majority of the qualities is essential for a landscape to convey its significance. The extent to 

which the general character of the historic period is evident and the degree to which non-contributing 

features obscuring that character can be reversed determine historic integrity. Using these seven aspects 

of integrity, the areas of significance discussed previously (military, commemoration, and agriculture) and 

the potential area of significance Oandscape architecture) are evaluated below and summarized in Table 1. 

The North Bridge Unit retains overall integrity in the areas of military, commemoration, agriculture, and 

landscape architecture. For the battleground landscape, the site retains integrity with respect to location, 

setting, feeling, and association. Although constructed features direcdy associated with the battleground 

are no longer evident within the landscape, some remain as archeological sites such as the causeway and 

portions of the Groton Road. Also extant are several colonial houses that witnessed troop movements. 

The one aspect of integrity slightly compromised is that of feeling since mature trees and woodlands 

obscure significant battleground views. The addition of commemorative monuments and the 1956 

commemorative North Bridge also affect the battleground)s aspect of feeling. 

For the commemorative landscape, the site retains integrity with respect to all seven aspects of integrity. 

The site has basically maintained its original configuration developed 1836 to 1875 and most of its 

original features including the allee, the 1836 Batde Monument, the Grave of the British Soldiers, and 

The Minute Man statue. Contemporary features that contribute to the commemorative landscape include 

the 1956 com,memorative North Bridge and the Concord Fight Marker. 

In association with its agricultural landscape, the site retains integrity in the areas of location, design, 

setting, materials, and workmanship. Extant features associated with the agricultural landscape include 

houses, stone walls, open fields, remnant orchards, and narrow tree-lined roads. Two aspects of integrity, 

design and materials, are both compromised by secondary forest and brush that have altered the 

agricultural organization of the site and the character of its fields. 

214 Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the historic event occw:red. Design is the 
combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a property. Setting is the physical 
environment of a his to ric property. :i\1aterials are the physical elements of a particular period, which include plant 
materials, paving, and other landscape features. Workmanship includes the physical evidence of the crafts of a 
particular period. Feeling is a property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period . 
.L~ssociation is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic property. 
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In the area of landscape architecture, both the Battle Lawn and the Buttrick estate landscapes retain 

integrity with respect to all seven aspects of integrity. On the Buttrick estate, several aspects of integrity 

including design, materials, and feeling have been slighdy compromised by the addition of the North 

Bridge Visitor Center parking lot and by vegetative changes within the formal gardens. More 

compromise of these aspects of integrity has occurred on the Batde Lawn estate, due to the loss of the 

mansion, gardener's cottage, and stable, and the addition of post-1925 vegetation by Stedman Buttrick 

III. 

Table 1: SUMMARY OF LANDSCAPE INTEGRITY 
NORTH BRIDGE UNIT, MINUTE MAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

Aspects of Military Commemoration Agriculture Landscape 
Integrity 1775 1836-1959 1635-1949 Architecture 

1879-1959 
Overall Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Location Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Design No, building clusters Yes Yes, although field Yes, primarily the 

and field patterns patterns obscured Buttrick estate 
changed, field by secondary forest 
vegetation and brush 
significantly changed 

Setting Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Materials No, except Yes Yes, removal of Yes, primarily the 

archeological remains secondary forest Buttrick estate 
and brush would 
resto.re open fields 

Workmanship No, more Yes Yes Yes, primarily the 
contemporary Buttrick estate 
workmanship, except 
workmanship 
associated \\lith 
archeological 

. 
remams. 

Feeling Yes, in the immediate Yes No Yes, primarily the 
area surrounding the Buttrick estate 
batdeground) except 
for monuments and 
contemporary bridge 

Association Yes Yes No, fanning Yes 
significantly 
diminished 
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LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION 

This chapter analyses the extant condition of each landscape feature through a comparison of its historic 

and existing conditions. It also evaluates the contribution to the significance of the landscape of each 

feature. Table 2, at the end of d1e chapter, summarizes the significance of each landscape feature. The 

fonnat of the analysis and evaluation is as follows: 

Historic Condition: A brief outline of the history of the feature including information 

documented in Chapter 1: Site History as well as a·dclitional details. 

Existing Condition: The location of the feature and a description of its physical condition. Refer 

to Figures 81, 82, and 83 for feature locations. 

Evaluation: A determination of whether the feature contributes to the significance of the 

landscape in the areas of 1\1ilitary, Agriculture, Commemoration, or Landscape Architecture. 

Features are determined contributing if they are known to have existed in the historic period 

associated with each of the areas note.d above, and if they contributed to the significance of the 

area. Features are determined to be non-contributing if they were not present during the 

historic period associated with each of the areas. noted above, or if they did not contribute to the 

significance of the area. The significance of a feature where its exact history is unknown is 

identified as undetermined. 

Several historic property plans, .road plans, and aerial photographs not depicted earlier in the document 

are referenced numerou~ times within Chapter 3. The documents are included in Appendix B (plans) and 

Appendix C (aerial photographs). 
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Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation 

Topography & Hydrology 

General site topography and hydrology 

Historic Condition: Building construction, road construction,· and agricultural practices since 

1635 have resulted in minor changes to the topography and hydrology of the North Bridge Unit. 

Construction of houses, barns, and other fann building foundations required alteration of the 

landforms, as did the construction and subsequent improvement of roads. Hillside erosion, 

caused by continual crop production, moved layers of topsoil to lower elevations and lowland 

farming required the construction of man-made dr-ains. All of thes.e factors influenced the 

hydrology of the site and possibly altered the flow and configuration of the Concord River. 

Existing Condition: Altered topography is evident throughout the landscape. Building 

foundations uncovered by archeologists depict the footp.rints of eighteenth and nineteenth 

century building foundations. Storte walls provide evidence of raised roadb.eds, their roadside 

surfaces partially or entirely covered by deposited soil. An NPS archeological investigation of 

Groton Road in 1965 concluded a protective layer of soil on the well-preserved section of the 

road resulted from erosion caused by hillside plowing~21 5 Several narrow swales or ditches in 

Sargent field (west of the overflow parking area) suggest man-made construction. While it is 

probable the Concord River configuration has changed at least slightly since the colonial period,. 

such .alterations were not discovered in research materials examined. 

Evaluation: contributing (Military, Agriculture, Commemoration, Landscape Architecture) 

Despite minor alterations caused by building construction, road construction, and agricultural 

practices, the topography and hydrology of the North Bridge Unit are similar to the conditions 

present in 1775. 

Quarter-acre landform under The Minute Man statue 

Historic Condition: Concord officials sited the 1836 Battle Monument and The Minute Man 

statue to protect them from spring floods. While logically the town might have aligned the 1836 

Battle Monument with the site of the North Bridge (bridge not extant in 1836), it appears 

Concord offset the monument to higher ground to protect it from water damage.216 Placement 

of The Minute Man statue necessitated significant fill to raise it above the wet meadow bordering 

the river west of the bridge. Concord raised the quarter-acre site abo1.1t 5 feet to the height of the 

old North Bridge abutment and planted turf and a willow hedge on the landfonn to prevent 
. 

eros1on. 

215 Linda _._-\. Towle and Darcie .A .. :Wlac:N!ahon, eds., ~'.A . .rcheological Collections 11anagement at :N.finute 11an 
National Historical Park," \Tol. 4, .l\CrviP Series No.4 (Boston: National Park Service, Division of Cultural 
Resources, North .A.dantic Regional Office, 1986), p. 126. 
2'1 6 [See discussion of original bridge location, p. _] 
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Existing Condition: 

The quarter-acre landform under The Minute Man statue rises approximately 5 feet high, its 

steep sides covered primarily with grass. Directed and undirected foot traffic down the sides of 

the landform has eroded portions of the earthwork. The flat top of the landform connects to 

the western end of the 1956 commemorative North Bridge. 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The landform is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

Topographic alterations associated with construction of the Battle Lawn estate 

Historic Condition: Development of the Battle Lawn estate began in 1879. Extant 

topographical alterations evident in the landscape probably date to this period. 

Existing Condition: Topography changes associated witl1 construction of the estate drive are 

clearly delineated on the landscape. A portion of the hillside was removed to accommodate the 

roadbed and an area in front of the mansion site appears to have been reconfigured to provide a 

sufficient platform for the circular drive. Topographic changes associated with the construction 

of the mansion, the stable, and the gardener's cottage are not evident. 

Evaluation: contributing (Landscape Architecture) 

Topographic alterations associated with the estate drive and the mansion site are historic features 

of the Battle Lawn estate landscape. 

Topographic alterations associated with the Buttrick estate 
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Historic Condition: Estate development necessitated topographical alteration. Grade changes 

associated with the development of the Buttrick estate are depicted on the 1911 "Plot Plan for 

Stedman Buttrick, Esq." and the 1928 "Stedman Buttrick, Esq., Topographical Plan of Land." 

The plans denote changes associated with the construction of the mansion, caretaker's cottage, 

carriage house, service driv·e, and a tennis court. 

Existing Condition: Alterations depicted on the plans mentioned above as well as numerous 

others are visible on the landscape. A significant amount of soil deposited on the eastern slope 

of Buttrick Hill created a large earthen platform as a base for the mansion. The opposite 

occurred in relation to the caretaker's cottage where soil was scooped out of a low hillside 

adjacent to the building site to provide a flat surface for construction. Subder changes occurred 

during the construction of the service drive, sited compatibly with existing topography. The 

garden paths along the eastern slope of the hill (east of the upper and lower gardens) are also a 

result of topographical alteration. 
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Evaluation: contributing (Landscape Architecture) 

Topographic alterations associated with construction of the landscape are historic features of the 

Buttrick estate landscape. 

Spatial Organization {see Figures 81, 82, and 83) 

Agriculturallan.dscape spatial organization 

Historic Condition: In 1775, the landscape was spatially organized by property boundaries, roads, 

farm lanes, stone walls, fences, and differing agricultural land uses, as well as by natural features 

such as the Concord River, :Mill Creek, wetlands, and topography. Although land use varied, all 

spaces supported an agrarian economy. Small areas, such as gardens and orchards, were often 

found adjacent to houses. L.arger pastures, tillage fields, ·and meadows were typically located a 

distance from the houselot. Late eighteenth-century road changes significantly altered the spatial 

organization of the landscape surrounding the North Bridge. The construction of Liberty Street 

and the extension of present-day Monument Street and Lowell Road further divided 1775 

meadows, fields, and pastures. Although no longer a through way after the removal of the 

North Bridge in 1793, Groton Road west of the bridge site remained a dividing line on the 

landscape into the nineteenth century. In the late 1800s and early 1900s, suburban estate 

development along Liberty Street replaced portions of the spatial organization based on 

agricultural use with formal landscapes and gardens spatially organized for human enjoyment. 

Existing Condition:: The landscape is organized by many of the feature types present in 1775: 

roads, stone walls, the river and creek, ·and topographic features. However, significant land use 

changes since 1775 have altered the spatial organization of the former agricultural landscape. 

Only a few spaces remain as open landsc·apes and even fewer are managed as agricultural fields. 

Most of the seventeenth to early twentieth-century meadows·, pastures, and tilled fields now 

support secondary forests, estate landscapes, and visitor am.enities. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Overall, the extant landscape spatial organization (defined by roads, walls, river and streams, and 

topographic features) is similar to th.e spatial organization present in the late 1800s, despite 

significant tree growth that has changed the historically open agricultural landscape into· a 

landscape of enclosed 'rooms' and 'corridors.' 

Commemorative landscape spatial organization 

Historic Condition: The spatial organization of the commemorative landscape adjacent to the 
North Bridge reflects the linear organization of the battleground. \Vhile a few men from both 

sides shots from neighboring fields, most of the battle was fought by British and colonial troops 

aligne·d on Groton Road, facing each other from opposite sides of theN orth Bridge. The 
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current spatial organization also reflects the historic organization of the commemorative 

landscape. 

Ezra Ripley donated a linear parcel of land to the town in the mid-1830s that included a portion 

of the eighteenth-century Groton Road, east of the bridge site. The 1836 Battle Monument was 

placed on this parcel near the site of the North Bridge, and then the 1874 commemorative North 

Bridge and The Minute Man statue were both placed in general alignment with the earlier 

monument. Still debatable is whether all three commemorative features were aligned with the 

historic location of the North Bridge, or whether the placement of the 1836 Battle Monument, 

perhaps not in alignment with the historic bridge, directed the location of the 1874 

commemorative North Bridge and The Minute Man statue. Double rows of ttees planted along 

stone walls flanking the nineteenth-century avenue leading to the North Bridge reinforce the 

linear organization of the landscape. 

Existing Condition: The landscape reflects its nineteenth-century spatial organization. 

Evaluation: contributing (Military, Commemoration) 

The linear organization of the commemorative landscape (adjacent to the North Bridge) is a 

historic feature of the commemorative landscape. It also reflects the general spatial organization 

of the battleground, despite the addition of monuments and the possible misalignment of the 

1956 commemorative North Bridge. 

Batde Lawn estate spatial organization 
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Historic Condition: Formal plantings visually separated the estate from neighboring properties to 

the west (row of deciduous trees), to the east (row of evergreens), and to the north (trees along 

Liberty Street). Stone walls and a wire fence (eastern border) physically separated the same 

boundaries. Internally, the landscape was divided into two distinct spaces: a formal landscape 

(trees, shrubs, flower garden) primarily situated along the estate drive and north of the mansion, 

and an agricultural field south of the mansion, leading to the edge of the river. 

Existing Condition: Extant elements defining the historic spatial organization of the Batde Lawn 

estate include stone wall (\V-31), and trees along Liberty Street; stone wall (\V-34) and a few 

mature deciduous trees along the western border of the estate; the estate drive; the open 

landscape in front of the mansion site; and remnant formal plantings along the estate drive and 

between the estate drive and Liberty Street. 

Evaluation: contributing (Landscape Architecture) 

The spatial organization of the landscape is a historic feature of the Battle Lawn estate landscape. 
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Buttrick estate spatial organization 

Historic Condition: The formal landscape associated with the Buttrick estate consisted of a series 

of outdoor spaces divided and enclosed by drives, paths, mature trees, walls, and hedges. Spaces 

included enclosed gardens as well as expansive lawns. Routes- connecting the spaces radiated 

from the Buttrick mansion, the focal point of the landscape. Two prominent garden spaces 

developed before 1925, the upper (rectangular) and rl1e lower (circular) gardens, were aligned 

with the southern fa~ade of the mansion. A third garden walk leading to and beyond a 

rectangular swimming pool (constructed after 1943) connected at a right angle to a walk 

separating the two gardens mentioned above. Other organizing and connecting lines were less 

rigid. A large lawn dotted by mature trees extended north of the mansion, between the curved 

Buttrick estate service drive and Liberty Street. West of the original bounds of the estate, a 

garden walk leading past the swinuning pool curved to approach the front of the former Batde 

Lawn mansion purchased by Stedman Buttrick III in 1926. 

Existing Condition: Primary features that defmed and organized spaces within the c. 1925 

Buttrick estate (Stedman Buttrick II) landscape still exist including the entrance and service 

drives, paths between and within gardens, and walls and hedges enclosing gardens and other 

spaces within the landscape. Elements of the post-1925 Buttrick estate (Stedman Buttrick III) 

are also extant, although significant sections have been removed or altered. A complete 

assessment of the existing spatial organization is outside the scope of this project. 

Evaluation: contributing (Landscape Architecture) 

The spatial organization of the landscape is a historic feature of the Buttrick estate landscape. 

Circulation (see Figure 81) 

Monument Street (C-01, C-02) 

Historic Condition: Present-day Monument Street is believed to include a portion of the historic 

Groton Road, which lead north from the center of the town, then turned west and crossed the 

North Bridge. British soldiers marched along the road to and from the battle at the North 

Bridge. When the North Bridge was removed in the early 1790s and Flint's Bridge was 

constructed further down stream, the road was extended north to cross the new bridge. 

Property deeds from the 1830s indicate the road was known as the "road leading from Concord 

to Carlisle and Lowell" and simply the "road leading to Carlisle."2I7 By 1875 the road was 

known as ''Monument Street." Middlesex County Commissioners ordered road improvements 

in 1875, 1901 and 1924.218 The 1901-1902 Concord Town Report states the road was "worn out 

and not fit condition for the amount of travel compelled to use it. There is probably more traffic 

over this street in the summer than on any other in Town (Figure 84)." 

217 Ezra Ripley to Town of Concord, 390:427; Ezra Ripley to Inhabitants of Concord, 390:428. 
218 Joslin, "Layouts of Public Ways." 
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Existing Condition: Only a small section of Monument Street (approximately 1100 linear feet) is 

within the North Bridge Unit boundary, all of which is owned by the town of Concord. Its 

current alignment appears to be similar to its nineteenth-century alignment as depicted on 

historic maps. The two-lane road has a bituminous surface. (Figure 85). 

Evaluation: contributing (C-01 Military), (C-01, C-02 Agriculture, Commemoration) 

The portion of the road south of the avenue leading to the North Bridge (C-01) is a historic 

feature; its general alignment possibly dating to the battle at the North Bridge. The portion of 

the road north of the avenue leading to the North Bridge (C-02) was not present in 1775. Both 

sections of the road were features of the agricultural landscape and both provided access to the 

commemorative landscape. 

Monument Street parking lot (C-03) 

Historic Condition: The town of Concord constructed the parking lot in 1929 to provide 

automobile parking for tourists visiting the North Bridge. As planned, the lot was constructed 

with a vehicular entrance and exit, and one pedestrian entrance/ exit. A footpath connected the 

west side of the parking lot to the pedestrian entrance/ exit on Monument Street, which led to 

the battleground entrance. A second vehicular entrance was added in 1930. 

Existing Condition: The triangular-shaped asphalt parking lot is located on the east side of 

Monument Street. There are three vehicle entrances/ exits into the parking lot from Monument 

Street and one pedestrian entrance/ exit. All access points are in the same or similar locations to 

those constructed 1929-1930. The footpath depicted on the 1929 "Plan of Proposed Parking 

Space near the North Bridge, Concord Mass." is also extant (see Figure 64). 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The parking lot is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

Avenue leading to the North Bridge (C-04) 

134 

Historic Condition: The avenue leading to the North Bridge follows the general route of the 

historic Groton Road, upon which British troops marched to and from the battle at the North 

Bridge, and on which they fought during the battle. After the town removed the North Bridge 

in the early 1790s, the road became part of Ezra Ripley's pasture. In 1835 and 1836, Ezra Ripley 

donated two adjoining parcels of land, including the historic roadbed, to the inhabitants of 

Concord. The linear parcel, known today as the avenue leading to the North Bridge, initially 

provided public access to the 1836 Battle Monument and to the site of the North Bridge, and 

then in the mid-1870s to both the 1874 commemorative North Bridge and The Minute Man 

statue. Prior to at least 1869, grass covered the avenue leading to the North Bridge. By 1896, the 

town had covered the avenue with a gravel surface, which they resurfaced c. 1910. In 1951, tl1e 
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Fi,re 84. Po tcard \'iew nonb of Monument ueet, po~1m.1rked 1916. Depicted on the postcard • stone 
wall (W -12) bordcrin~ the Old ~hnse field (left), and tone waU (\X -18) bordering the a\ enue lead in~ to 
the bndge. The "'o ~' oills inten.ect at the entrance ro the bauJe~ound. (MIMA Po rc.ud CoUection, Box 
1, #13637, MIMA ArcJli,•e ) 

F1,.re 5. View nonh of Monument Street, 2002. Note srone wall (\V-16) bordering the Monument Street 
pMiang (right), Stone\\ all (\~'-12) bordenng the Old M .m~e field (left), and the ~de .. trian cro swa1k. 
(OCLP) 
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town regraded the avenue leading to the North Bridge and covered it with stone dust. The Road 

Commission recommended resurfacing the avenue with bituminous concrete in 1953; the 

recommendation was never implemented.219 

Existing Condition: The avenue leading to the North Bridge appears similar to its depiction in 

photographs dating from the late-1800s to the early-1900s. 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The avenue leading to the North Bridge is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

Circular drive around The Minute Man statue (C-OS) 

Historic Condition: Concord constructed a graveled circular drive around The Minute Man 

statue c. 1875. It is probable that post-1875 improvements noted above for the avenue leading 

to the North Bridge also apply to the circular drive. 

Existing Condition: The circular drive around The Minute Man statue appears similar to its 

depiction in photographs dating from the late-1800s to the early-1900s. 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The circular drive around The Minute Man statue is a historic feature of the commemorative 

landscape. 

Groton Road trail (C-06) 

Historic Condition: The NPS constructed the Groton Road trail in the 1960s. Its alignment 

approximates the alignment of the east branch of the eighteenth-century Groton Road, 

determined during 1965 archeological investigations. 

Existing Condition: The 10-foot gravel trail connects the commemorative landscape adjacent to 

the North Bridge with the North Bridge Visitor Center. 

Evaluation: non-contributing 

219 Concord Town Reports, 1895-1896, 1910-1911, 1951. 
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uberty Street (C-07, C-08, C-09) 

Historic Condition: Liberty Street, as it is known today, was constructed in the late eighteenrl1-

century to connect present-day Lowell and Monument Streets. As aligned, the road incorporated 

a colonial farm lane leading from present-day Estabrook Road to Flint field (C-07), and a small 

section of the west branch of the Groton Road (C-08). Construction of the center section of the 

road (C-09) divided the 1775 field where colonial minutemen and militia gathered before 

marching to the North Bridge, the northern portion of which is known today as the Muster 

Field. In 1854, the town officially named the road 'Liberty Street.'220 

Historic documents indicate the town improved uberty Street several times between the mid-

1800s to early 1900s. An 1849 property deed notes "a small piece [of land] is marked out for 

widening the road near said Buttrick's house" and an 1868 map of the George Keyes farm 

depicts road widening at the intersection of Liberty and present-day Estabrook Roads.221 

Concord Town Report for 1901-1902 indicate the town removed the surface of a "muddy 

stretch [of road] ... north of the barn owned by the heirs of Stedman Buttrick," deposited 

cobble stones in a trench along the road, and then spread and rolled back the old surface. A 

section of the road further east was ''regraveled and rolled at the same time."222 In 1915, at the 

request of Stedman Buttrick II, a 350-foot section of Liberty Street was rebuilt with a 

cobblestone foundation and a gravel surface and three catch basins installed.223 

Existing Condition: The road is within the North Bridge Unit boundary, but is owned by the 

town of Concord. Its current alignment appears to be similar to its nineteenth-century 

alignment, as depicted on historic maps. The 1:\vo-lane road has a bituminous surface. 

Evaluation: contributing (C-07, C-08 Military) (C-07, C-08, C-09 Agriculture, Commemoration, 

Landscape Architecture) 

The eastero (C-07) and western (C-08) sections of the road generally follow the historic 

alignment of 1775 circulation routes. All three sections of the road were apart of significant 

agricultural routes, (C-07) and (C-08) dating to at least 1775. The entire road provided access to 

the commemorative monuments located adjacent to the road and to the estate landscapes 

developed along its southern edge. 

220 Joslin, "Layouts of Public Ways." 
221 Hoar to Rhodes, 575:23; W. J\!1. R. French, "Plan of Farm Belonging to George Keyes, Concord, :Nfass.,'' lVfay 
1868 depicted in ".A.rcheological Investigations of :~vfinute ~fan National Historical Park, \T olume I: Farmers and 
.i\rtisans of the Historical Period, 1990 (Boston: National Park Service), p. 19. 
222 Concord Town Report, 1901-1902. 
223 Concord Town Report, 1916. 
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Buttrick estate entrance drive (C-10) 

Historic Condition: An entrance drive, leading from Liberty Street to the front of the mansion is 

depicted on the c. 1911 "Plot Plan for Stedman Buttrick, Esq." The 15-foot wide drive circled at 

the front of the mansion. In c. 1928, the original entrance drive was removed and a new drive, 

incorporating the original circle tum-around at the front of the mansion was constructed just 

north of the original drive.224 The NPS altered the 1928 entrance drive c. 1967 during 

construction of the North Bridge Visitor Center parking lot.225 The NPS removed the southern 

portion of the historic entrance drive, building on its location the exit for the visitor center 

parking lot. The alignment of the northern section of the historic entrance drive (including the 

circle tum-around) was retained and is now a pedestrian way between the parking lot and the 

vtsltor center. 

Existing Condition: Only the circle tum-around in front of the mansion retains its historic 15-

foot width. The northern portion of the 1928 drive, now a pedestrian way, is only 10 feet wide. 

Both of sections have an asphalt surface. The southern section of the entrance drive no longer 
. 

eXlsts. 

Evaluation: contributing (Landscape Architecture) 

Extant sections of 1911/1928 formal entrance are historic features of the Buttrick estate 

landscape. 

Buttrick estate service drive (C-11) 

Historic Condition: The service drive is depicted on the c. 1911 ''Plot Plan for Stedman Buttrick, 

Esq." 

Existing Condition: The 10-foot wide asphalt service drive retains its c. 1911 alignment. 

Evaluation: contributing (Landscape Architecture) 

The service drive is a historic feature of the Buttrick estate landscape. 

Buttrick estate garden paths (C-12) 

Historic Condition: Garden paths associated with the upper garden, the lower garden, and the 

long straight set of steps leading down to the river on the eastern side of Buttrick Hill, were 

initially developed in the 1920s. The garden paths winding down the eastern side of Buttrick Hill 

(excluding steps mentioned above) and the path leading west &om the c. 1920s formal gardens 

(towards and into the former Battle Lawn estate) do not appear on plans reviewed in the 1v!IMA 

224 "Stedman Buttrick, Esq., Topographical Plan of Land,'' 1928 (1-'llivL\ .A.rchives). 
225 "Layout Plan," October 1967, NHP-~flv1/3035 .. A., sheet 2 of 3. 
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Archives. The paths on the eastern side of Buttrick Hill appear to be depicted on the 1943 aerial 

photograph. The path leading west from the formal gardens does not appear to be depicted on 

the aerial photograph. All of the paths appear on the 1954 aerial photograph. 

Existing Condition: Path surfaces irichide cobblestone, blue stone, and turf. A complete 

inventory of the path system is outside the scope of this project. 

Evaluation: contributing (Landscape Architecture) 

A preliminary evaluation indicates the garden paths are historic features of the Buttrick estate. 

Paths developed before 1926 are associated with Stedman Buttrick II who originally developed 

the estate. Paths developed after 1926 are associated with his son, Stedman Buttrick III, who 

continued estate development. 

North Bridge Visitor Center parking lot (C-13) 

Historic Condition: The North Bridge Visitor Center parking lot is depicted on the 1967 "Layout 

Plan," NHP-lvfM, 3035A, sheet 2 of 3. 

Existing Conditions: The asphalt parking is located north of the Buttrick mansion. 

Evaluation: non-contributing 

Battle Lawn estate drive (C-14) 

Historic Condition: The 1889 Middlesex County Adas depicts the Battle Lawn estate drive. As 

illustrated on the map, the drive began on Liberty Street near the northwest corner of the estate, 

circled in front of the mansion (north side) then continued east to the stable. The map does not 

depict the drive continued to the gardener's cottage.226 

Existing Condition: Topography and surface conditions indicate the location of the nineteenth­

century drive. Its present configuration appears to the same as the route depicted on the 1889 

atlas (Figure 86). 

Evaluation: contributing (Landscape Architecture) 

The estate drive is a historic feature of the Battle Lawn estate landscape. 

226 Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, 1889 (Boston: G. H. Walker). 
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Figure 86. Vie\\ nonbust of Banle Lawn entnnce dme, 2002. (OCLP) 
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Existing Condition: The Elisha Jones houselot is located on the east side of Monument Street, 

just soQth of Poplar Hill. Vegetation on the small houselot includes mature trees, ornamental 

plantings., and a remnant orchard atop mowed lawn. Possibly the oldest tree on the site is the 

large sycamore (Planta.nus ocddentalis, 54-inch trunk diameter) located in front of the house. 

According to a statement written by J. S. I<eyes in 1885, then the current owner of the Elisha 

Jones house, the tree may date to at least the 1830s. I<eyes stated James Jones trimmed ash and 

sycamore trees in front of the house within a few feet of the trunk, leaving only part of the 

branches. The ·extant sycamore, appearing to be the sole surviving tree, exhibits a branching 

pattern that is compatible to a tree trimmed in the described manner.. Numerous other 

deciduous trees are found on the site including mature as'h (Fraxinus sp.) and maple trees (At:er 

sp.). Vegetation in back of the house includes flowerbeds and a ·variety of mature ornamental 

trees and shrubs. Species include lilac (Syringa sp.), Hinoki cypress (Chamyaryparis obtussa gracilis), 

arborvitae, (Thu_ja ot~cidentalis), yew, (Taxus sp.), multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora), Norway spruce 

(Pi?"ea abies), Forsythia (Forsythia sp.), and hemlock (Tsuga canadensis). The age and origin of the 

ornamental plantings is unknown. The remnant orchard located south of the house includes 

eight scattered trees, b·oth crabapple and eating apple varieties,. Several of the tre·es appear quite 

old and one of them is possibly over one hundred years old. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture- remnant orchard, open field, mature trees around the 

house and along Monument Street) 

The remnant orchard, open field, and mature trees around the house and along Monument 

Street are historic feahlres of the agricultural landscape. Ornamental plantings on the parcel do 

not contribute to the character of either the 1775 landscape or the agricultural landscape. 

However, some may be historic features associated with the houselot, dating from the late 1800s 

to early 1900s 

Poplar Hill (VG-04) 

Historic Condition: The type of vegetation present in 177 5 is unknown.. 1vlid-l800s engravings 

and photographs depict the hill as an open field. The Concord Guide Book (1880) describes the 

hillside: 

"Opposite [the Old 1v1anse], across the narrow country road [Monmnent Street], a hill 
overlooks the village, and gives a fine view of the winding river~ and distant mountains . 

.L~ solitary poplar crowns the summit of the hill, and affords a landmark to the river­

voyager, as it can be seen for miles up and down the stream."232 

The name 'Poplar Hill' is associated with a legend about a group of young girls who attended 

school at the Old Manse. According to The Concord Guide Book, a tree was planted on the hill for 

each of the girls. As the girls grew, the trees grew; and as the girls died so did each of the trees 

until there was only one pair remaining. According to the book the last girl had died, and only 

the "old weather-beaten" solitary poplar remained (Figures 90-91). The 1939 WP A map 

232 Bartlett, Concord Guide Book, p. 52. 
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Chapter 3: .\nalySJS & E,·aluacion 

Figure 90. "Last of the Poplars on PopLtr Hill," January 30, 190-t. (Robbins Collecnon of H. \\"endeD 
Gleason Pborographic Negati\es, 1904.2, Concord Free Public Libra.JJ) 

F~re 91. "Towards the Old Manse, from Poplar Hill, in winter," January 30,1904. V1ew west towards 
Keyes bam (far left), the Old Manse bam (left), and the Old Manse (center). (Robbins Collection of H. 
\\ cndcll Gleason Phoro~aphac Ncgat1Tcs, 1904.4, Concord Free Public Library). 
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Cultural Landscape Report for ~orth Bndge Una, ~hnUic Man ~:monal I ~1:-toncal Park 

idcncitic.- the l--:1 tc:rn s1de of the hill a" ''potcnually merchantable Limber'' and the we't s1de a .. 

"brush.'' Inc 194~ acn:U photograph dcp1cts trn• growth acro-s m'J"I of the field. \\,th tht­

hel\'ie ... r .1long us <:H.:ep easrcrn slope. llw 1962 Ml1\L\ L"lnd Owncrsh1p Record descnbcs tbc 

site as a '·hea\·il) woot.!ct.! parcel. con.·rcd \\1th good sized tree.; ... ant.! n•ry little underbrush. "1\1 

ExtstinJ.! Conditwn: Poplar l lill 1s locarcd \\ c~t of MonumctJt Street. just north of the Eli,;ha 

Jones hou~elot. 'Jiw site rises tr) :!I)S fctct :1ho\"e !·l'a lt!\'d, and j, em crcd "uh a marure fore· t 

domm.ttcd b) pcoe.; of oak (Qumut ip.), h1ckory (Cuw IP· . and maple lm- rp.). Other spt•dc.: 

mdudc wlutc pmc Pim11 ttrol111.r • n.·d pme Pmu1 rmnom), hnden (filia 1p . • black w:ll.nur Ur~,g 1n1 

n£r,ru • sprucc f>uru tp.). \me.cican bec:ch J·ugu.r ; ·,/-· w. and dog\\Ot>d (Cqmltl tp.). The forl"'t b 

composed oi mulu·:tgcd U'CC:'. from young .;apl ngs t ) rnaturt' tree-. Wllh lrunk J.iamett .. 'l"S 

:t\"cragtng 2-1 to 30 tncht'S. One red ook obscn·ed had a trunk di.1mcn:r of 36 tnchc::.. In add!Uon 

to n."ltivc !'pccit'S.. the forest suppon!> a numb~:r oi U1\ :\.~lYe c.xonc phtnr:o mcluding ~orway maple: 

( ltrr plant.morii.'J. common buckthorn. (RJJamiiHJ CPirurtuu) oriental bittcr;;wc:ct (uhslro.r 

orbi~71t.Jt11S), mulutlora rose (Ro.illtllllltiflum), barbell) (&rbtri.f .. rp.). and '' mgt•d cuooymus 

(ErtOI!)l!IOIIJ .p.). \ neighbon ng lando\\11er ha~ ck·ared a rectangul.tr -.cction of fore!il adjacent to 

the south~m how1dary of his propl'Il). and Ill a portion of the cleared section he has pL"lntcd 

la\\11 and ornamt·ntal trees (Figun·.; 9:!-~H). 

Figure 92. Yicw nurtht'otbl uf Pup !aT HiU and stone waU (\\ -13), 2002. (OCLP) 

:n ~Jl :1-L\ land Rrt"ords. Theodora Ciu~c. l ract ~o 05-12-t. Land Q\\ neD hip Record. 1%2. 
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Fi{..>ttre 93. View outh\l.l! t of Poplar Hill, along n onhero bo rder (iron fence), 2002. N o Le u:ee rump , 
lawn, and ornamental trees punted b) ne1ghbonng landowner "\nthan park boundary. (OCLP) 

F,·aluation: comnbuwtg ( \gnculrure- maru.re treCti bordcnng the parcel) 

Maru.rl" dcciduou~ (J"(:c~ along :-.lonumem Street .md Gre:n :-.lc-.1dow" Road along \\ith tho ... c 

bordcnng stone \\.til' ~·-- ) . x·-8), :md :\\-1-1} are hNonc ft. .llUte5 of the agriculrura)Jand,C':lpt•. 

·n1e "cconda~ fClrc-.r and hn•"h con•ring the parcel do not contribute.• to the character CJf catha 

Lhc ~--s L1mhcape or th<.• agnculturallandscapc . 

Hi:;:tncic c~mdinon: Engr:a''log:. from the mid-IS()().,. tel the late.• I 8RV:- depict nunm: tree.,. on the: 

-.at.>. a~500.atcd ''ith the.· hou~c.· and outbuildin~ . In 11H2. I len~ D.t\'Jd Thoreau pl:tmed a 

garden southca:.t of the hou,c.· as a gtJi ru "\.athamd am.l ~nplua llawthnme who mm·cd mt•J the.• 

house ioliO\dng thctr ''cddmg. \ gard<.n U1 th<.· same gcncrnllocauon b dcptcrc.><l in late 

OUlerec.:nth-cctuun· phmograph5 (I tgtuc 9-4). The '1 ru:-tc:e-, of Rcscl'\·annm re-cre:ned the garden 

m the 19CJO: 'tnctl'cnth CC!ln.tr) \\nwtgs descnbc .111 a'couc nf LrCCl' lc.':lding from :-.ionumcnt 

:::-ttcet to the Old ~lanse. 1 n I S43. Nathaniel Hawthorne dt:scnbcd Ule way in Mom s )'vm tiM Old 

\ 1 .. .. u a:- "an an:nm: o f black ash tree:.,'' and m the.· r on.-ord G11itk Book (1880) local ~uthor George 

B. Barden d6cnht."(lll :ll' "an an:uuc of noble Lrct." . • on rmally black ash ... many of these a~h 

Lrecs haw died from age •. lnd their place ... ba\'e been ... upplit•J h\ elm" :tnd maples·· :-.brurc rrc.·c,., 

arc noted on thl· lwu~clur on the 193ll and the 1943 aerial photogrnph~. The 1931l and the 195-1 

ac!titl photograph" aJ...o c..lcptct what appcar5 tc.> be a rcctangubr gardc:on 10 the.• approxunarc 
location of c. 1990~ rccrt.'llUon of Thoreau· .. garden. 



Cultural 1 and~ctpc: Report for l\:onh Bndgc L rut. 1\llnutc: i\Ltn N:tuonal Hi~toncal PMk 

Ft~ 9-4. \"ie~· northwest of the Old Man e garden from Monument S~t. Photograph b~ Alfred 
Hosmer, c. 1880-1902. (Hosmer Photograph•c Collection, 11. 119, Concord Free Public Libr:.lt}) 

C:\.1!-Un~ Ctlndition: The hou~elot 1:- locntc:d on the wc:-t ,tdc of Monument Street. south of tbt· 

Old Man-.c field. It i,.. \\ithm dw bound:u:y of the park, but il' owned by the fru:-tccs of 

Re,crnuon~. The land:-capc mcludc.: both a mowed field and mature tree~. \ ro\\ oi teet'-' linc: 

both c;jdc .. of rbe a>enuc le!adtng iwm ~lonumcnr ~trcct to the Old Man:-e. Speot.·~ hrung tlw 

a\ cnuc mcludc elm (Uuuur sp.). :hh (hu;..7nus .rp.) •. 1nd :'>ycamorc (Phnt.JifiiS oa:idmtJIJs). \ \'am·r~ 
of crop' grow wuhin rhe re-crcared c. 1&!2 garden. 

E\·:tluation: contributing (.-\gricuhun:- open field, mature tree:; along rhe corrance dri\'c, around 

thc.: hou~c. and bordenng the parcel) 

The open field and the marure tree:. .tlong the cntranc<: dri,·e. around du· hou~e. and bon.kring 

the.· pared art• hhtoric featur~ oi the .lgncultural l.md.,Oipe. The re-crc.":ltcd mul-1800" garden 

contributes to the character of thl' agnculrural land-.capl'. Omamenml n·gctation plarmd by the 

Tru-.tcl' .. of Resen·aoons may not contnbutc to the character of the ~gnculturallandscapt.•. 

Old Manse field ·G-06) 

I h:;tnnc Condltion: The fidd i~ reporu:dh a 'latl\·c Amencan camping ::.ite.Z34 ln J 775. rhl' !'Ill: 

\\'lb a cillcd field, c..'Xccpr along tlw ri' cr ""hc:n 11 \\':l~ meadow. 1 wo Bnosh ~oldie~ killed m the 

licld Juring tlu· battle at the: ~onh Bridge were al~o buried in rhe fie]d:J5 Engnn-ing, and 

photugraphs from c. 18511 to pre:-t'nt indu:'!ltc tht• fidd rcm:ltncd opt.•n during the I Hou .. and t-arly 

I 'X)()o;, c:-:cept for an orchard plantt.-d nc;tr tlw Concurd Ri"cr poor to 1853 by Ezra Ripley. ·n1e 

n.l lhrdctt, Cor..'YJrJC11iJt B·Xik. pp. 52-53 
~h 11u· poruon of the." fidd (Gn,·e of the Bnu<h ~oldtcr~) '' nO\\ loc:ued \\,thin Lhe a\·cnuc: lc:tdmg to tht· :--:onh 
Hmlgc 
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Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation 

1939 \VP A map depicts the field as "potentially merchantable timber." However, the field 

appears open on the 1930 and the 1943 aerial photographs. The 1943 aerial photograph also 

depicts an orchard at the western end of the field, bordering the Concord River. The 1954 aerial 

photograph depicts the same configuration of open field and orchard. 

Existing Condition: The mowed field is located on the west side of Monument Street, between 

the Old Manse and the avenue leading to the North Bridge. It is within the boundary of the 

park, but is owned by the Trustees of Reservations. Large trees line the northern (adjacent to the 

allee), southern, and eastern (Monument Street) boundaries of the field. A remnant orchard is 

located at the western end of the field, near the Concord River. 

Evaluation: contributing (1vfilitary- open field), (Agriculture - open field, remnant orchard, 

mature trees along Monument Street) 

The open field is a historic feature of both the 1775 landscape and the agricultural landscape. 

The remnant orchard and the mature deciduous trees along Monument Street are also historic 

features of the agricultural landscape. 

Allee (VG-07) 

Historic Condition: In 1838, Concord citizens donated approximately two hundred trees to be 

planted in double rows along both sides of the avenue leading to the monument. Tree species 

planted included sycamore (Platanus ocddentalis), maple (Acer sp.), white oak (Quercus alba), larch 

(Larix sp.), fir (Abies sp.), pine (Pinus sp.), ash (Fraxinus sp.), hickory ( Carya sp.), and hornbeam 

(Carpinus sp.). Between 1838 and the mid-1960s, the town of Concord continually maintained 

the allee, replacing trees as necessary. Concord town records indicate some of the original trees 

needed to be replaced by the mid-1840s. An 1859 stereoscopic view depicts mature evergreens 

within the allee (see Figure 16). Historic photographs from the late 1800s depict both evergreen 

and deciduous trees within the allee (Figure 95). In 1930, the town planted two rows of 

hemlock (Tsuga sp.) and two rows of maple trees within the allee; most did not survive. Between 

1932 and 1936 the town planted additional hemlocks and white pines (Pinus strobus). In 1951, the 

town removed several old pines and planted eleven new trees, including red pine (Pinus resinosa), 

white pine, larch, and oak. Since the mid-1960s, the NPS has assumed responsibility for 

maintaining the allee, under a cooperative agreement with the town of Concord. 

Existing Condition: The allee extends between Monument Street and the 1956 commemorative 

North Bridge. Thirty-seven trees of varying age are located within the allee. Dominant species 

include sugar maple (Acer saccharum), hemlock, and white pine.. Other species include ash, larch, 

red oak, red pine, red maple (Acer rubrum), elm, and Norway maple (Acer platanoides). The size of 

tree trunks varies from 5 to 30 inches (Figure 96). 
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Cuhurnl l...nnd c pc Rt:pon for 

foa!,!m~ 95. \ ' ae\\ '\\c 1 throuch tb~ :illcC from thc cntro&nu~ to the h:utlcgrouruJ, c . lAte tsoo.. ( P"EA 
rcha\c ) 

foai::'\JrC 96. VaC\\ ~c.' 1 of the :aUc:i from tb~ cnrr.lncc to rhc b:mlt' !t'Ound, 2002. (OCLP 
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Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation 

The age and species of the trees indicate several eras of tree planting are represented within the 

extant allee. The oldest documented tree is the sugar maple flanking the Grave of the British 

Soldiers. The maple is one of two deciduous trees that appear in historic photographs flanking 

the grave, the earliest photograph dating to c. 1875 (see Figure 24). The extant tree appears to 

have an approximate 12-inch trunk diameter in the historic photograph. Today the maple has a 

trunk diameter of 30 inches. This tree, as well as possibly several other sugar maples, an ash, and 

a hemlock (trunk diameters 28 to 30 inches) predate the centennial anniversary and may have 

been apart of the original planting in 1838 or the replanting in the mid-1840s. Several hemlocks 

and sugar maples (trunk diameters 15 to 30" inches) may date to the 1930s planting, and several 

white pine, red pine, larch, and red oak (trunk diameters 8 to 12") probably date to the early 

19 50s planting. 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The allee is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

Trees adjacent to the North Bridge (VG-08) 

Historic Condition: Two large elms that stood along the eastern bank of the Concord River, 

framing an eastern view of the 1836 Battle Monument, appear on a c. 1852 engraving and on an 

1859 stereoscopic view of the monument (see Figures 15-16). One of the elms, referred to in an 

1835 deed as the "great elm," may also be depicted on the 1775 Doolittle engraving "The 

Engagement at the North Bridge in Concord (see Figure 9)."236 This tree stood at the southern 

comer of the eastern bridge abutment. The second elm, which stood at the northern comer of 

the eastern bridge abutment, appears in poor condition on both the 1850s engraving and 

stereoscopic view. Historic photographs indicate the second elm survived into the 1880s, but 

had died by 1888. The "great elm" survived until at least 1913, but was gone by 1921. 

Photographs depict the allee ending at the edge of the river, running along the outside (north and 

south) of the two large elms. Trees growing adjacent to the western abutment of the bridge and 

partially encircling the quarter-acre landform under The :Minute Man statue are evident in 

historic photographs dating from the late 1800s and early 1900s. The 1930, 1943, and 1954 

aerial photographs also indicate trees typically grew in these locations, with varying density 

(Figures 97 -98). 

Existing Condition: Trees encircle the quarter-acre landform under The Minute Man statue and 

grow adjacent to the 1956 commemorative North Bridge abutments, similar to vegetation 

depicted in the historic photographs, although perhaps denser. 

236 Ezra Ripley to Town of Concord, 427:428. 
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Culrurnl Lan&.cape Report for ~onh Bndge Un.it. Minute l\lan ;-.;nuon.ll } 11:-toric.'ll Park 

E,·,uuauon: contribuung (C, •mmcmoratiun\ 

Mature tree:- bordcnng tlu.· pcnmcu:r of the qua.rtcr-acn• l.andfonn (l-0 1) and t.rce-: gro\\ tng 

adjacent to th~: 1956 commcmorao,·e ~orth Badgt." aburmcm s arc h1stonc features of tht• 

com.mcmoracin: land-.cnpt . 

Fagurc 97. Vtew west of trees adj.tcent to the 1888 commemorarive Nonh Bncige, c. 1888 to 1908. The 
"great elm" as de preted left of the 1836 Battle Monument.. Note abo 10 the photograph Tbc Mmute Man 
<;Urue {background) and the Bunrick bo.tthouse (right). (MIMA Photogr.,prnc Collection, Box 12, 
#34205, MIMA Arch" cs) 
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Figure 98. Vie\\ west of trees adj:~cent to the \YesTem abuone.nt of the 1888 
(\HMA Photographic Collecuon, Bo" U. #34170, MIM.A Archo es) 

!'munnn:.- housc:lot \ (';.()9) 

I hstonc Condiuou: In 1--.;. the housclot wa~ a cilkd field bordered by a .. w:tmp and the 

Concord Ri\ er. \ <:upporung tlank oi Bcicisb Regubrs reportt>dh fc•ught fwm thl' tidd during 

thl.' b:mh.· :u the' orth Bndge. In. n 1 ~36 propttt) deed the lot 1' r~ fcrrcd to as ''llu· Bndgt· 

Pasrurc so ciJie~'· and du• homclor appears m a c. l H50 cn~ra·..,ng .l' an opc.'ll bnJscap~· ("cc 

hgure 1-).=!J .\bout 1~50. 1h~ ~munons fanul~ builr a house on thl.' "HI.'. In t9()l}. a poruun of 

chc field along the northern border wa$ sold to the ConcurJ Canoe Club.~ 'Inc 19.3<J \X"PJ\ 

map tdc.·tmrit.·, the 'He as "potenualh merchantable umber" and the l'J-t3 aenal photograph 

Jt·pict' a nux of large- tn-e:- and open ,pace. ~U!\L-\ land record, from t.hc 1960:- dt..,cnhc.• du.· 

hou~dot .h "mccly graded and s<.'cdcd toto lawn. except tlw [\WStc.•rh) part \\ htch IS covcrc.-d b\ 

reed; gra ~ and wccd~.''2' The records mdicate large deoduou<: trcc..'l>. somt• ~..-.-umatcd t~ h\: unr 

om: hundred n~ar ... old. grew on the 'lte. V egetaoon mentioned 1n the rcpon mcluding Uurll .. >en 

brge elm;; along the nn•r. mnereen maples. rwo whirc pmc. rwo hemlock. rwo mhp tr1.'1.:.. un1. 

!Opl'("admg spruce, one lilllc bush, one arbordtae. and a gntpc arbor. Photos tncluded u1 the land 

rcc(lrd:-. Jcptct :oc\·cra) buildin~ including the Simmon:. hou!>e. a :small ... hc.·c.t a toli05t stand. and a 

hoathuusc. -\ tourist stand had stood on the lot. :tdJacent ro the a\·enut.• leadmg 10 Lhc Nonh 

I\ndg~ (near the 18~6 Battle ;\fonumcnt). since at k-a:.t J!Jl3. G~.·<.lq;c T:mnct. who putcha:-.ed 

tlw Sunmon" hou-.t..·m 1911. .;old "anoqul'S and sOU\'l'tUrs'' [n,m 1lw -,tanc.l. In the: 1930-.. a 

2.1 J.uno lc,m:- 10 ~.uh:m Barrell, 35·k""30. 
:m Kt:}c~. "HmN.:~ "'·Owner.;," p. r; B.•rtlcrt & alto Concord Canoe Club. 3.r>:l82 
' :\11~1 \ l..anc.l R~cord.,, Lha-c-E •. uon, !'act :-;;o, 05-12..'\. 

153 



Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, 1Yfinute Man National Historical Park 

tenant living in the Simmons house operated the stand.240 The small boathouse (or a 

predecessor) had stood on the site since at least the 1880s. 

Existing Condition: The Simmons houselot is located on the west side of Monument Street, just 

north of the avenue leading to the North Bridge. About half of the field remains open. Mature 

trees around the Simmons house site include several white pines (Pinus strobus), two sugar maples 

(Acer sa~-charum), a Norway maple (At-erplatanoides), an ash (Fraxinus sp.), a black locust (Robinia 

psettdoacaiia), a hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), and a tulip tree (Lirodendron tuliperifera). Masses of trees 

and shrubs border the east, west, and north sides of the field, and an informal row of mature 

trees borders the south side, along stone wall (W-18). Mature trees along the river include silver 

maple (Acer saccharinum), red maple (acer rubrum), white birch (Betula papyrifera), and river birch 

(Betula nigra). Additional vegetation includes a group of young hemlocks in the southeast corner 

of the field, and a double row of arborvitae (02-V-03) along Monument Street. 

Evaluation: contributing (J\1ilitary -· open field) (Agriculture - open field, mature trees along 

Monument Street) 

The open field is-a historic feature of both the 177 5 landscape and the agricultural landscape. 

Mature deciduous trees growing along Monument Street are also historic features of the 

agricultural landscape. Plant material associated with the Simmons houselot, vegetation planted 

by the NPS, and secondary forest and brush do not contribute to the character of either the 177 5 

landscape or the agricultural landscape. 

Double row of-arborvitae (VG-10) 

Historic Condition: According to the park's General Management Plan, "a double row of 

arborvitae were planted by the town of Concord on April 19, 1825, the SQth anniversary of the 

fight~"241 The double-row of arborvitae is depicted on an undated postcard and in several early 

1900s photographs (Figure 99). A 1962land appraisal for the Simmons houselot describes the 

vegetation as "a double row of fifty arborvitae, estimated over twenty feet tall."242 

Existing Condition: The double row of arborvitae borders the Simmons houselot along the west 

side of Monument Street. Thirty-four trees remain, some are in poor condition. Stumps mark 

the location of missing trees. The rows are about six feet apart and trees within the rows are as 

close together as two feet. Trunk diameters vary from 10 to 24 inches (Figure 100). 

240 The tourist stand is depicted m a photograph taken by William Sumner .A.ppleton, .A.pril 19, 1913, SPNE.L~ 
1\rchives; Keyes, "Houses & Owners," notes added to the manuscript c. 1915 by .L~dam Tolman, p.37; l\fl1-L\ Land 
Records, Chase-Eaton, Tract No. 05-123. 
241 "General11anagement Plan, J\llinute 1t1an National Historical Park," (Department of the Interior, National Park 
Service, 1989), p. 97. The General :tv1anagement Plan did not cite a reference. Unable to confirm the significance of 
the double row of arborvitae. 
2421JII1rL~ Land Files, Chase-Eaton, Tract No. 05-123 
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Fieure 99. \'i~:\\ south rhrouf!h double row or arbonatae, Ma, 18, 1902. (Robbin!> Colkcuun o( H.\\ endell 
GI\"<&Mm Phmogro1phac ·ceuli\e&, ll.l90l.t5, Concord Fr..-e Puhhc Ubtar)) 

Fit!'Ure 100. Vic" nonh throu~ doubk ro'' or arhonn+Lc, 2002. Photogr.tph depict .. the nonhero section 
or the planting,\\ here the double row, .. f>I:JIJ clearh \ IStble. (OCLJ>) 



Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, 11inute Man National Historical Park 

Evaluation: undetermined (Commemoration) 

The double row of arborvitae may be a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

Honeysuckle Island (VG-11) 

Historic Condition; In 1775, the parcel was a meadow .. In the mid-1850s, it was identified in two 

property deeds as "pasture land" and "a parcel of Pasture land and Meadow land.''243 The tract 

is referred to as ''Honeysuckle Island'' in The Concord Guide Book (1880) and in an 1897 property 

deed.244 Stedman Buttrick II purchased Honeysuckle Island in 1910. The 1939 WPA map 

identifies the site as a wedand, and the 1943 aerial photograph depicts the site as a mix of mature 

trees and open space. According to Stedman Buttrick IV, who grew up on the Buttrick estate 

during the 1930s-1950s, the parcel was not used for farming because it often flooded.245 The 

1954 aerial photograph depicts forest covering a significant portion of the parcel. 

Existing Condition: Honeysuckle Island is located west of Monument Street, north of the 

Simmons houselot. The Concord River borders the tract to the west and to the north. 

The word 'Island' in its name refers to a knoll located at the northern end of the site, rising eight 

feet above the surrounding flood plain. Trees growing on the 'island,' and on another high point 

along the southern edge of the field include elm (Ulmus ameril-¥Zna), red pine (Pinus resinosa), red 

cedar (Thu;a sp.), Norway maple (Acer plantanoides), basswood (Tilia americana), and several 

varieties of oak (Quercus sp.). Several mature fruit trees are also located on the ~loping sides of 

the 'island,' possibly a remnant orchard.246 Numerous exotic invasive shrubs are found 

throughout the site, although primarily located on higher ground. These include multiflora rose 

(Rosa multiflora), winged euonymus (Euonymous alata), common buckthorn (Rhamnus t:athartica), and 

bush honeysuckle (Loni~-era sp.), for which the parcel was probably named. Silver maples (Acer 

saccharinum) and large clumps of red-osier dogwoods dominate the lowlands. A large silver maple 

is located just south of the 'island,' its trunk measures 60 inches in diameter. Its size and its 

wide-spreading branches indicate the tree developed within an open field. 

243 Prescott to Brooks, 613:179; Keyes & alto Prescott, 699:67. 
24J Barrett, Concord Guide Book, p. 166; Prescott & a1 to Prescott, 2640:266. 
245 Personal .cornrrtunication with Stedman Buttrick T\1, :tv1ay 28, 2003. 
246 The fruit trees may have also grown voluntarily from apple seeds. According to Ste~an Buttrick f\1, as a child, 
he used to throw apples across the river from the Buttrick estate towards Honeysuckle Island. Personal 
communication "With Stedman Buttrick rF, 1viay 28, 2003. 
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Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture- remnant orchard, m~ture trees along Monument Street, 

mature silver maple) 

The remnant orchard and mature deciduous trees along Monument Street are historic features of 

the agricultural landscape. The mature silver maple may survive from the 1800s, when the' parcel 

was a pasture. The secondary forest and brush do, not contribute to the character of either the 

177 5 landscape or the agricultural landscape. 

Monument Street parking lot (VG-12) 

Historic Condition: The 1929 "Plan of Proposed Parking Sp·ace Near the North Bridge" (see 

Figure 64) indicates a lawn was to b ·e planted in the center of the parking lot. The 1943 and 1954 

aerial photographs depict trees lining the western (Monument Street) and eastern (Great 

Meadows Road) boundaries of the parking lot, and the 1954 aerial photograph clearly depicts 

several trees growing on the lawn in the center of the lot. 

Existing Condition: Several &pecimen trees are located on the lawn within the center of the 

parking lot, inch1ding a beech (Fagus sp.), a ~ugar maple (Acer saccharinum), and a sycamore 

(Piantanus occidentalis). One or more of the extant trees may appear on the 1954 aerial 

photograph. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture -mature deciduoU:S trees along Monument Street) 

(Commemoration -mature deciduous trees along Monument Street and Great Meadows Road) 

Mature deciduous trees along Monument Street are historic features of the agricultural and the 

commemorative landscapes. 

Parcel north of Monument Street parking lot (VG-13) 

Historic Condition: In 1775, the parcel included both a meadow (along the rive.r) and a tilled 

field. The 1943 and 1954 aerial photographs depict increased tree growth on the parcel. On the 

1943 aerial photograph, trees are evident along the eastern boundary of the tract (Monument 

Street) and along Simmons Lane running east to west through the parcel. The 1954 aerial 

photograph depicts a forested area north of Simtnons· Lane, and only scattered trees south of the 

lane. 

Existing Condition: Secondary forest and brush cover the lowland. 

Evaluation: Contributing (Agriculture -mature trees along Monument Street) 

Mature deciduous trees along Monument Street are historic features of the agricultural landscape. 

The secondary forest and brush do not contribute to the character of either the 1775 landscape 

or the agricultural landscape. 
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Flint field (VG-14) 

Historic Condition: In 177 5, the site was divided into several small agricultural spaces: tilled field, 

pasture, meadow, and orchard. An 1836 property deed identifies the parcel as "Flint pasture."247 

Historic photographs from the late 1800s and early 1900s depict an open landscape, except for 

the Lewis Flint house and farm buildings located on the site. The 1939 \W A map indicates the 

site was a market garden. The 1943 aerial photograph depicts the northern one-third of the site 

as tilled fields, and the southern two-thirds as open land dotted by mature trees, especially along 

Monument Street. The photograph also depicts a mature orchard in the same approximate 

location as the orchard present in 1775.248 The 1954 aerial photograph depicts a dotted grid (two 

rows) in the approximate location of the orchard depicted on the 1943 aerial photograph, which 

may indicate tree stumps or newly planted trees. 

Existing Condition: The mowed field lies between Monument Street and a north-south drainage 

swale flowing along its western boundary. Mature trees located in the field include two pin oaks 

(Quercus palustrus), a tulip tree (Urodendron tulipifera), a black cherry (Prunus serotina), a willow (Salix 

sp.), eleven sugar maples (Acer satcharum), a Norway maple (Acer platanoides), and four red oaks 

(Quercus rubra). Tree trunks measure 20 to 36 inches in diameter. Also noted during the summer 

of 2002 were apple tree seedlings or suckers, possibly sprouting from remnants of the orchard 

depicted on the 1943 aerial photograph. 

Evaluation: contributing (Iv.filitary- open field) (Agriculture - open field, remnant orchard, and 

mature trees along Monument Street) 

The open field is a historic feature of the 1775 landscape. The location of the remnant orchard 

contributes to the character of the 1775 landscape. The open field and the remnant orchard, as 

well as the mature deciduous trees along Monument and Liberty Street, are historic features of 

the agricultural landscape. The secondary forest and brush do not contribute to the character of 

either the 1775 landscape or the agricultural landscape. A few of the deciduous trees may have 

been associated with the 1880s Lewis Flint house. 

Major John Buttrick houselot (VG-15) 

Historic Condition: In 1775, a tilled field surrounding the Major John Buttrick house and a 

pasture bordered the eastern edge of the field. An early 1900s photograph depicts tall grass 

growing east of the house, possibly a hayfield. A 1928 property deed indicates the houselot­

supported hay and other crops.249 The 1939 WP A map identifies the site as a market garden, and 

the 1943 aerial photograph depicts a generally open landscape with a row of trees along Liberty 

Street. According to Stedman Buttrick IV, who grew up on the Buttrick estate during the 1930s 

2~7 James Jones to Nathan Barrett, 354:330. 
2~8 1943 aerial photograph (see .A .. ppendix C). 
2-'9 Henry .L-\llen Casde Photographic Collection, Plate 21, Concord Free Public Library; Buttrick to Buttrick, 
5258:269-270. 
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to 1950s, the Buttrick family planted crops to the north and to the east of the Major John 

Buttrick house. By the early 1940s, the family had constructed a small house on the property for 

Mary Brooks Buttrick's chauffeur/handyman. Mary Brook's Buttrick, who was Stedman 

Buttrick II's second wife, lived in the Major John Buttrick house following the death of her 

husband in 1925.250 A 1965 descrip-tion of the site included in MIMA Land Files states the 

property was "well landscaped" and notes two large elms and two large horsechestnut trees in 

front of the house, a few old apple trees near the comer of Liberty Street and Estabrook Road, 

and a "beautiful" purple beech and other trees behind the house.251 

Existing Condition: The Major John Buttrick houselot is located at the comer of Lberty Street 

and Estabrook Road. It includes the landscape around the Major John Buttrick houselot, . a small 

subdivided parcel northwest of the Major John Buttrick's house and a small irregular-shaped 

parcel east of the house. The small house for the chauffeur/handyman constructed c. early 

1940s on the subdivided parcel no longer exists. The house site is covered by secondary forest 

and brush, as is the small irregular-shaped parcel east of the Major John Buttrick house. The 

largest parcel, surrounding the Major John Buttrick house, is primarily an open lawn with a few 

scattered trees and ornamental shrubs. Several of the trees mentioned in the 1965 land records 

are extant, including the European beech (Fagus rylvatit'tl, 72-inch diameter at the trunk base) and 

the mature apple trees (Malus sp., 30-inch trunk diameters). There is also a mature horsechestnut 

(Aesculus hippocastanum) in front of the house, but it does not appear to be one of the two 

identified in 1965. Its trunk diameter measures only 36 inches and the two horsechestnuts 

present in 1965 reportedly had 84 to 96-inch trunk diameters. Two extant trees not mentioned 

in the 1965 land records are located in the field east of the house: an ornamental Norway maple 

(A cer platanoides, possibly Crimson King variety) and a black walnut (juglans nigra). 

Evaluation: contributing (Military- open field) (Agriculture- open field, remnant orchard, and 

mature trees around the house and along Estabrook Road) 

The open field surrounding the Major John Buttrick house is a historic feature of both the 1775 

landscape and the agricultural landscape. The two mature apple trees and deciduous trees 

around the house and along Estabrook Road are historic features of the agricultural landscape. 

The secondary forest and brush do not contribute to the character of either the 1775 landscape 

or the agricultural landscape. 

25° Concord Planning Board "Town of Concord in lvfiddlesex County, ~fassachusetts," map surveyed in 1937 and 
1941, printed in 1942 (Concord Free Public Library). 
251 :Nlll\tL\ Land Files, Estate of Buttrick, Mary B., Tract No. 05-121. 
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Bunnck farm G-16) 

Histone Condmon: In 1-5. the mi..' tncludctl (from nord1 to south) :t p:t.,mre. a ulled field. and a 

·wet meadow. ·n1c homes of Ephr:um :md \\ tllanl Burrock :.wod on thl· cast side of Groron 

R.oad (cast branch). bcrn·een the p:hturl..' :tnt! the tiUcd fidd. lu,t pnor to the battle at the ~onh 

Bridge. :1 Hnu-h company took po:o1oon nround thC' hou::.elob to guard the 11pproach tu the 

bcdge. I ~nt.!T:l\'ing-. Crom the lllld-1800~ (~cc hgurc 1-) deptct an open bnd ... c<lpe ... outh of the· 

hou.;c "nc-. and photograph., from tht late 1800" u1wcate the area bet\\ ccn tlw bou-t:-' and the 

ever indudcJ borh a tillage ficld and a h:l\ ficld Wt't meadou . u, the 1880:-. a hou~e buth bj 

~tcdman Buttnck I stood m·cr the ioumbnon of the Ephr.um and/ or\\ tllard Burtrick bouse(' ) 

.\rchcologtcnl $uc J\..{1-t) and a l'prnwlmg orchard grew around rh~· house and do\\-n the: e:tstem 

slopt: of Buunck J lill J\lso noted m htstonc photographs is a bortl~r uf C\'crgreens along thl· 

western bound:H) of the farm (f·igun::-o 101- IO:!J. 

Figure 101. \'iew north of the Buttnck farm and tedman Buttrick house. Note lhe Concord Ri'-er, the 
northern edge of Sargent's field (fo~around), and The Minute Man surue and fencm.e (ngb{). 
Photograph b~ Alfred Hosmer, c. 1880-lSSS. (?\.liMA Photogmpluc Collection, Bo,. 12, #34307, MTMA 
Archives) 
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Chapter 3: • \n.tlysh & Enluauon 

Figure 102. Vat•w north~e<;t of the Buttrick fann and Stedman Bunrick house. ote the orchard growing 
along the hillsade, the row of maru~ pine trees growing along the border of the Battle Lawn c tate (left), 
and the BanJe Llwn gardeoer'c; cotta~ an back of the t!'·ergreens. Photograph by Ralph Holdeo,l890. 
(PbotogrJ.pb depicted an Ruth Wheeler'., " 'onh Bridge Neighbor-") 

lkgtnmng tn 1911, Stt.'<lman Runnck r .. gramhon. Stedman Ruttnck n, began COil\ crting the 

Bunnck fam1 mto a country csmtc. lle hin~d \rchucct lame.-• Purdon to lk'lb'll tht.· mansion and 

layout rht· grounds. and dwn Iacer comrm-.stoned Chari~ II. \\1 cdcc and Land-cape \rch.itect 

llarold I [ilJ Blossom to dcsi~m the cscuc landscape and gankns lmpronmen£$ made dunng 

~tedman Buu:nck Irs lifetime mclude consrrucnon ot n m:tnsion. caretakl'r·~ hom-to. and carriagt· 

hou~c: an cmrancc dci' c and -.cn•act• d.rn·e: a rcct.'tngular (upper) and a circular Qowcr) garden: 

and ll cby tcnrus court. I k planted ornamental tree ... and :;hntb ... m tht' garclt•rls ancl on a 

mamcured lawn. and an orchard m-:ar the carria~t· hou'c 

\ftt.r ::-tcdman Buttrick II's death m 1<125. the e-.tatc land cape continued to expand under the 

dirccuon of h1s ~on. Stedm:m Buttnck TIL ln 1926. Stl'dtnan Buttrick III purch~scd thl Battle: 

l;;1"'"" estate. I lis aunt. \{an Buttrick lloar. and ha children ti-ed m the lhnlc J...awn lllaruJOO. 

tht·n knmm as {)\·erlea. Buunck added st!' cral Ol"''' g.lrdcns to the estate dunn~ the J1)4Us. 

mch.H.hng a terraced st.ai.n\a) and paths lcadi~ do\\11 thc ea~t SJdc of Bunrick f hlltowards the 

Concord Ri\'cr. a rock g:trdl'n, and a hncar gankn lc:ading from the Buttnck man~ion to the 

Ba 1 tlt· l~1wn/ Over!~ man .. ton. I Ic abo c<>n,.tnactcd n m·" tc.:nni!- court and a .. mall ,.,, .mrrung 
p011l. 
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Although Stedman Buttrick II and his s·on, Stedman Buttrick III substantially altered the 

northern portion ·of the, property; the southern portion remained primarily open. The 1939 

WP A map depicts a small portion of the property· as an estate, and indicates the remainder of the 

property was a market garden (primarily southern portion), except along the river where it 

depicted a wetland.252 Two distinct landscape types are noted on the 1943 and' the 1954 aerial 

photograph, the designed landscape along the hilltop on the notthetn portion of the site, and an 

open landscape on the southern half. The 1954 aerial photograph depicts a rectangular crop 

garden south of the designed landscape. 

Existing Condition: 

The site is located south and east of Liberty Street, west of Flint field, and north of the Concord 

River. A significant portion of the historic field located on the southern portion of the site is 

managed as an agricultural field, leased to local farmers. Mature trees and shrubby undergrowth 

are found along the eastern and southern (Concord River) perimeter of the field. The formal 

plantings on the northern portion of the estate include an extensive collection of specimen trees 

and shrubs, both deciduous and evergreen. Several perennial species are located within the 

gardens including iris, daylily, and peonies. There are also at least two apple trees growing along 

the eastern slope of Buttrick Hill. The tre,es may be remnants from the nineteenth century 

orchard or possibly may have suckered or seeded from an original tree. 

Evaluation: contributing (Military - open field) (Agriculture - open field, remnant orchard, 

mature trees along Liberty Street) (Landscape Architecture- Residential trees and shrubs, 

ornamental gardens, mature deciduous trees along Liberty Street) 

The open field located on the southern portion of the site is a historic feature of both the 1775 

landscape and the agricultural landscape. The remnant orchard and the mature deciduous trees 

along Liberty Street are also historic features of the agricultural landscape. The trees,, s·hrubs, and 

ornamental gardens a·ssociated with the' Buttrick gardens are historic features of the Buttrick 

estate. 

Captain David Brown houselot (VG-17) 

Historic Condition: In 1775, the site included a tilled field and a meadow divided by the west 

branch of the Groton Road, on which British troops marched to and from Barrett's farm on the 

morning of April 19, 1775 searching for colonial military stores. Two houses are believed to 

have stood on the site at the time of the battle.253 During the centennial anniversary of the battle 

at the North Bridge in 1875) two large tents, were placed in the open field- one for dining and 

the other for oration. In 1879, Edwin Barrett (a d_es·cendent of Colonel Jam.es Barrett) converted 

the northern section of the agricultural field into a designed landscape to compliment his new 

252 Personal communication with Stedman Buttrick I\T, JVIay 28, 2003. ~\~cording to Stedman Buttrick Pl, who 
grew up on the estate during the 1930-1950s, the family only grew crops for personal consumption, not for sale, 
Personal comtnunication with Stedman Buttrick f\r, :Nfay 28, 2003. 
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nun~ton Plnnun D ... ooatcd \\'lth the fonrutll\ de gncd undsC:Ipc, knnu n ~ tht' H.:mlc Lawn 

t!'iit:ue. mduc.Jt-d pecunen tret.~ dcoduou nnd e\·c:rgrccn • om:unnu.l trees and hrub • and D 

tlm' cr gatdcn 111 the center ot the o..rclc dm•c t the lr(lnt of thc man scm. r\ tnllmcurcd lawn 

1md \Jnc:' •r0\\10, on tlw tn!ln~• n DH' ah:~ nott d m Ju,tonc phc •togrnph tt hgurcs 48. 5 I ~2. 

lltc lnnd lc pm • to them ex. outh ol the nun sun, appears a~ a hadidd malate ISO 

photograph In 1926 ~tt.•dman Buunck 111 ne.tghbor to the l~st purch:ased the Battle Lawn 

estate \c:lUI ph01ogrnph utdu:ntc Bunnck at ndc:d a l!UI'den pam bcfl.\ccn the c. 192 ~ 

ButUtck estate g_arden and the Hattie l...au'Tl tlten knou-n a ~crlca m:u1 ton betuc:-en 1943 and 

195~ . Mature treeS along the southern Concord Rl\ c:l' ~md eastern pl"nmctcr 01 the field arc 

noted on the 1 ')~ acnil photogntph. 11u: \\"1, map unhcau.!S tlw pn~pert\ u':l" 2 market (,.r:lrdl n 

tn 19.W. hor l<.>rcd b\ w~d:ands nlon • the n\ cr. 111C· 195-t ncnal photogmph dt:"f'ICl two 

ttctanb'tllar crop gardt.'tt~ on th~: plU'Cc:l hgurc: 103 

fieure 103. AeriaJ '11.'" north of <hede-..1, c. 192.5-19.52. oh.' marurr pL&nttn~: "3 .... oct:ucd \\-ith ~ B:utJc 
U\\n (<herlca) C'.'tilh.·, the rcm~·llted 8.11tl~ 1..:.&\\n moln!>mn.llnd the ubk. J n no te feature<. a ociated 
wttb the Bunnck C'"latc mcludine the m~tmrc ro" o fe\erQT("cn" .,eparann~ the f\\11 e .. uce:. and the 
Buunck maiNon o~nd pool (left). (PhmocoP) nf .t phomcop) loC11ted tn Pbotogr.aph File.,., Conco rd Free 
Public Libr-.uy) 
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Cultural Landscape Rep_ort for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

Existing Condition: The parcel is located south of Liberty Street, between !<.eyes pasture and the 

Buttrick farm. Existing vegetation includes a portion of the late-1940s Buttrick garden 

connecting the two estates, as well as what are believed to be specimen trees from the Battle 

Lawn estate. Also present are two large maple trees, part of the line of trees that is depicted in 

historic photographs growing along stone wall (\X'-34). A significant p_ortion of the historic field 

south of the designed landscape is managed as an agricultural field, leas_ed to local farmers. 

Secondary forest and brush are found along the' western and southern (Concord River) 

boundaries of the parcel. 

Evaluation: contributing (Military- open field) (Agriculture- open field and mature trees along 

Liberty Street) (Landscape Architecture -residential trees and shrubs, mature trees along stone 

wall (\X'-34) and Liberty Street, ornamental garden) 

The open field is a historic feature of the 1775 landscape and the agricultural landscape. The 

secondary forest and brush do not contribute to the character of either the 1775 landscape or the 

agricultural landscape. Mature deciduous trees along Liberty Street and along stone wall (\X'-34) 

are historic features of both the agricultural and the estate landscapes. Other estate landscape 

features include residential trees and shrubs planted along the Batde Lawn estate entrance drive 

and the site of the mansion, and the ornamental garden that connected the Buttrick estate 

gardens to the Battle Lawn (Overlea) mansion. 

Muster Field (VG-18) 

164 

Historic c -ondition: lvlinutemen and militia gathered on the field on April19-, 1775, just prior to 

the battle at the North Bridge. At the time of the batde, the field belonged to Captain David 

Brown and included sections-of meadow, pasture, and tilled field. The site appears as an open 

field in a c. 1885-1888 historic photograph (see Figure 42) and as a market garden on the 1939 

\VP A map. The 1943 aerial photograph depicts an open field with mature trees along Liberty 

Street. The 1954 aerial also depicts trees along the road -and a number of young evergreen trees 

growing within the field. 

Existing Condition: The' Muster Field is located west of Liberty Street. The center (high point) 

of the field ren1ains open. Evergreens depicted on the 1954 aerial photograph, combined with 

deciduous trees and shrQbby undergrowth, border the open field. Mature white pines (Pinus 

strobus), red oaks (Quercus mbra), and red pines (Pinus resinosa) with tree diameters measuring 24 to 

30 inches grow along the southern and western edges of the fields. A screen of tr_ees and shrubs 

grow along the northern and _eastern sides of the field, including mature white pines, hemlocks, 

(Tsuga canadensis), and red cedars (juniperus virginia) as -well as numerous seedlings and small trees. 

Evaluation: contributing (Military- open field) (Agriculture - open field, rpature trees along 

Liberty Street) 

The open field is a historic feature of the 1775 landscape and the agricultural landscape. Mature 

deciduous trees growing along Liberty Street are also a historic feature of the agricultural 
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landscape. The mature deciduous and evergreen trees dotting the open field, as well as the 

secondary forest and brush growing along the perimeter of the field, do not contribute to the 

character of the 177 5 landscape or the agricultural landscape. 

IZeyes pasture 0fG-19) 

Historic Condition: In 1775, the site was a meadow belonging to Jonas Bateman. The west 

branch of the Groton Road ran through the meadow. British troops marched to and from 

Barrett's farm on the morning of April 19, 1775 along the road, in search of colonial military 

stores. Historic photographs from the late' 1800s and early 1900s depict an open landscape; 

several images include grazing cows (Figures 104-105). In 1939, the northern portion of the site 

was identified as a market garden and the southern portion along the river as a wetland.254 

Stedman Buttrick IV, who grew up on the neighboring Buttrick estate during the 1930s-1950s, 

remembers Henry Keyes harvesting hay in the field. He also stated Keyes would occasionally 

burn the field.255 A 1962 valuation report for the property describes it as a Htreeless open field 

sloping gently from Liberty Street towards the ... Concord River."256 

Existing Condition: The field is located at the intersection of Lowell Road and Liberty Street. 

Most of the three-acre site is located on lowland adjacent to the Concord River subject to yearly 

flooding. Silver maple (Acer saccharinum) trees with trunk diameters ranging from 3 to 18 inches 

dominate the site. Several river birches (Betula nigra) grow along the edge of the river. About an 

acre of the site along Liberty Street is located above the flood zone. Trees in this area range 

from seedlings to mature trees with trunk diameters measuring up to 20 inches. Species include 

black walnut (juglans nigra), oak (Quercus .sp.), and maple (Acer .p.) Also located in this area is a 

large patch of red-osier dogwood (Cornus sericea). In addition to native species, a number of 

invasive exotics are found on the property, p·rimarily along the eastern edge. Invasive species 

include common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), barberry (Berberis sp.); bush honeysuckle (Lonicera 

sp.), winged euonymus (Euonymus a/ata), multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora), and oriental bittersweet 

( Celastrus orbiculatus). 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture- mature trees along stone wall (W-34) and along the 

roads) 

The mature sugar maples along stone wall (W-34) and along Liberty Street and Lowell Road are 

historic features of the agri~ulturallandscape. The secondary forest and brush do not contribute 

to the character of either the 177 5 landscape or the agricultural landscape. 

254 "Land Utilization of Concord," W.P . .L-\. Project No. 17788, 1939 (1\'fassachusetts .L~rchives). 
255 Personal communication with Sted.tnan Buttrick f\7, :Niay 28, 2003. 
256 1\tii~L\ Land Records, Henry j\f. Keyes, Tract No. 05-126,, \Taluation Report, 1962! 
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Figure 10-t View north\\ est of cows grilLing in Keyes Pasrurc, c. 1900. Also depicted in the photograph it. 
stone wall (W-33) (1\-IIMA Photographac Collection, Bo:-. 15, MIMA 24Hl, M1~1AArcbives). 

Figure 105. Yiev. northeast of Keyes pasture (left:), stone wall (\t-34}, and the Banle L:lwn manMon oUld 
esute (right), c. 1880-1902. ote the calf p.1sturc shoreline m the foreground. (Monroe Photographic 
Collecuon, V. 34, Concord f rcc Publit: Lbr.U)} 
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Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation 

Calf pasture (VG-20) 

Historic Condition: In the mid-1600s, the tract served as a town calf pasture. The enclosed 

pasture extended along the east side of the Concord River from the confluence of the Sudbury 

and Assabet Rivers to Mill Creek.257 In 1775, the parcel was a privately owned meadow. It 

continued to be used as a meadow until the early twentieth century. 258 Documents located in 

:rv.tiMA land record f.tles from the 1960s state the westerly two-thirds of the tract was covered 

with "good size shade trees and underbrush," and that the site was used primarily for hunting.259 

Existing Condition: The low-lying land is located south of the Concord River, bordered to the 

east by Mill Creek and to the west by Lowell Road. The site includes a mix of tall grass near the 

river and forest cover. 

Evaluation: contributing (Military and Agriculture - patch of tall grass near the river) 

A small patch of tall grass growing along the Concord River is a historic feature of the 1775 

landscape and the agricultural landscape. The secondary forest and brush do not contribute to 

the character of either the 177 5 landscape or the agricultural landscape. 

Buildings and Structures (see Figure 81) 

Elisha Jones house (B-01) 

Historic Condition: The house was constructed in the mid-eighteenth century. Following the 

battle at the North Bridge, fleeing British soldiers halted for several minutes along the road 

(Monument Street) in front of the Elisha Jones house before continuing to the center of town. 

The house was signif.tcantly altered in the mid-nineteenth and again in the early-twentieth 

centuries (Figure 106). According to John Shepard Keyes, who purchased the house in 1863, 

when mid-1860s renovations were complete the house was the "most commodious, convenient 

and best farm house in Conco.rd ... [renovations] costing not less than $7000.'' Keyes also 

stated a carriage house, dating before 1775, was moved to the site and attached to the house 

during renovation.260 

257 Donahue, "Plowland, Pastureland, Woodland and Meadow," pp. 185-186, 212. 
258 Numerous references describing or depicting it as a meadow are found in deeds (earliest 1792), in text, and on 
historic photographs and maps. 
259 !vffi.\L'\ Land Records, Henry 1tL Keyes, Tract No. 05-126, \ ' aluation Report; :N1Th1A. Land Records, Henry 1v1. 
Keyes, Tract No. 05-126, Edward H. Humme to Edward Kennedy, February 26, 1968. 
26° Keyes, "Houses & Owners," p. 44. 
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EXJsuu•• Cundtuon: 'f lw Hi:-ha jt.JUl'' h(JU,.t' j., locateJ on tht• ~ ,tst stdc of Monument rrcet. :-oct 

hack from the ro:td :lppro\Jtnatel) twcnt\ .fi,·e feet. l1tt t\\'o-and-ont."-balf story. ,tc.Je-g.-tbl<:> 

bwldmg has .m !-plan m:un block w1th a rear cU and an anached cama~c hou.;c. lnc building ts 

constructed on a fieldstone foundaurm and h:~.., clapboard stdmg.ZGI 

'Ilw E.!J~hn Jone~ hottst• I" a historic fc:ttun.· r,j lhe ~--:; bnd!'oc:tpc and the agoculturnlland::.capc. 

Figure 106. Vae" soutbea t or the Elisha Jones bouse, c. late 1800s-earl~ 1900s. Monument Street is in the 
foreground. (I lalliday Photographic CoUection, C3.1) Memorial Libt'.uy) 

I l.Jmngwn, ct al., ~aaonal Regt tcr dr.1fr • ~'C - p 10 
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Chapter 3: 

Old Manse and ourbuild.ing:; (B-0.: 

Fxi~tul¥ ( onilluon: The house.• 1' located on dw \\e-st 'tde oi :\lunumc. o ~.n-et. 'Ct back irom 

the road approximarely one hundred feet. The rwo-:md-one-hali-stOC) colorual-:-n le hou'c \\1th 

an 1-phtn mam b!,x:k 1.5 con~tructcd on a fiddstonc.> foundaoon. "lbe <::~ mmctncal (i,·c-bay ia~dc 

Ceaturc~ a ccnrcr emrnncc topped by a rr:m.;;om \\,rh buUs-eyc pane::. 111c building has clapboard 

s1ding, and us gambrel root- b co,·ered w1th wood shn1~les.:u.z 

E\·aluation: contributing (Military ... \~cultun:) 
lbe Okl ~L1nsc.· 1~ a llli.ronc fcarurc r>f the I ~-5 hndscapc .tnd Lhc .tgricultur:~lland~cape 

Old Man"c outbuilding ... (B-(13) 

Historic Conrunon: "!1le age of rhe garage and rhc shed (B-03) lS unknO\m. 

Exisring C:ondinon: The garage and shed .1dditiom are attached o the rear of the Old .Manse. 

E'·aluauon: Undetermined 

Fi~re 107. View nonhwest of the Old Manse. Photograph b)· Alfred Hosmer, c. 1880-1902. (Ho mer 
Photographic Collection, lll.125, Concord Free Public Library) 
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Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

Old Manse boathouse (B-04) 

Historic Condition: George Bradford Bartlett, a relative of the Ripleys (owners of the Old Manse 

property from the 1830s to the early 1900s) constructed the boathouse c. 1895. The boathouse 

appears on the 1916 "Plan of the Old Manse Property at Concord Massachusetts" as a dashed 

line, which may indicate it was a ruin. In 2000, the Trustees of Reservations reconstructed the 

boathouse based on historical research and late nineteenth century photographs. In 2002, the 

organization reconstructed a wooden dock, depicted in historic photographs extending north 

from the boathouse to the Concord River (see Figure 35). 

Existing Condition: The Old Manse boathouse is located in back of the Old Manse, along the 

eastern shore of the Concord River. The reconstructed boathouse and dock appear similar to 

images of the original boathouse depicted historic photographs. 

Evaluation: non-contributing 

1956 commemorative North Bridge (B-05) 

170 

Historic Condition: Tl1e 1956 commemorative North Bridge is the fourth commemorative 

bridge to have been built on or near the site of the North Bridge that stood in 1775. The first 

commemorative bridge was built in 1874, the second in 1888, and the third in 1909. For 

additional information about the historic North Bridge and subsequent commemorative North 

Bridges refer to Judi Q. Sullivan's report: ''Old North Bridge, Historic Structure Report, 

Developmental History." 

Existing Condition: The 1956 commemorative North Bridge crosses the Concord River at the 

approximate location of the historic North Bridge. The bridge was built with pressure-treated 

wood and assembled with nut and bolt construction. 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The 1956 commemorative North Bridge is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

, _ .. _ 



Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation 

North Bridge comfort station (B-06) 

Historic Condition: 'The NPS constructed the comfort station in the 1980s.2G3 

Existing Condition,: The' comfort station is located on the west side of Monument Street, at the 

intersection of Monument Street and the avenue leading to the North Bridge. The one-story, 

end-gable building is constructed on a concrete foundation. The exterior is clad in board and 

batten and the roof is asphalt-sheathed.264 

Evaluation~ non-contributing 

Major John Buttrick house (B-07) 

263 Ibid. 
264 Ibid. 

Historic Condition: Major John Buttrick's father, Jonathan, constructed the house for his parents 

c. 1710-1717. In 1775, Major John Buttrick owned the house. The bodies of Captain Isaac 

Davis and Private Abner Hosmer, killed during th~ battle at the North Bridge, were reportedly 

laid out in the house. Before NPS acquisition, the house had been renovated at least three 

times.265 In 1884, ''the old house [was] raised up to the lean-to and modernized ... very much" 

(Figure 108-109).266 

Existing Condition: The ,Major John Buttrick house is located on the north side of Liberty Street, 

set back from the street approximately forty feet. The colonial house has a symmetrical, five-bay 

fa~ade that features a: centrally located one-by-one bay pedimented entrance vestibule. The 

rectangular-plan main block is almost doubled in size by a two-story ell on its northwest 

elevation. The house is constructed on a fieldstone foundation and is clad in clapboard.267 

Evaluation: contributing (Military, Agriculture) 

The Major John Buttrick house is a historic feature of the 177 5 landscape and the agricultural 

landscape. 

265 Luzader, "11ajor John Buttrick House," p. 6; Sabin, ''Historiographical Study.'? 
266 Keyes, "Houses & Owners," p. 42. 
267 Harrington, et al., National Register (draft), sec. 7 p. 4. 
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( uhur:Jil..nnJ~cnpt· Report for North Bndgc Unn. Minute Man '\..monal I hsroncal Park 

Figure 108. Engraving or the Major john Buruick bouse as depicted in "The Concord Fight," H.~r.." 
Neu Jlfonrb~~ l 'lf.lg<vin''• Ma) 1875. Illustrated on the engraving is a ~otonc wall located an the approMmate 
location as stone wall (\X'-24). 

F1~re 109. View northwest of the Major John Buttrick house. Two lac~e outbuildmgs or barns o1ppcar left 
("est) of the house. Photo,-aph b) Henry A. Castle, c. 1900-1906. (Castle Photogupb•c Collecnon, Plate 
210, Concord Free Public Lib ran) 
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Chapter 3: Analysis & E·valuation 

Buttrick garage (B-08) 

Historic Condition: The garage was constructed in the early twentieth-century.268 

Existing Condition: T11e one-story garage with fieldstone foundation is located northwest of the 

11ajor John Buttrick house. 

Evaluation: Non-contributing 

Buttrick mansion (B-09) 

Historic Condition: Construction of the Buttrick mansion began in 1911 and was complete in 
1913. Members of the Buttrick family lived in the house until the NPS purchased the estate in 

1963. NPS remodeled the house for use as office space and a visitor center. The North Bridge 

Visitor Center opened in 1967. 

Existing Condition: The mansion is located on the east side of Liberty Street, setback from the 

road approximately 225 feet. The two-and-one-half story, Classical Revival-style brick building 

has a rectangular-plan main block flanked by two-and-one-half-story hip roof wings. The 

building contains the North Bridge Visitor Center and NPS office space (Figure 110).269 

Evaluation: contributing (Landscape Architecture) 

The Buttrick mansion is a historic feature of the Buttrick estate landscape. 

Caretaker's cottage (B-1 0) 

Historic Condition: The caretaker's cottage was constructed c. 1911 on the Buttrick estate. In 

November 1991, the NPS began using the cottage for office space. Minor changes were made to 

accommodate the new use. Several years later the NPS installed an underground cable to 

connect computers within the caretaker's cottage to computers within the Buttrick mansion. 

Existing Condition: The caretaker's cottage is located north of the Buttrick mansion, on the east 

side of Liberty Street. The cottage has a rectangular footprint. Its exterior walls are parged stone 

(Figure 111 ). 

Evaluation: contributing (Landscape Architecture) 

The caretaker's cottage is a historic feature of the Buttrick estate landscape. 

268 Ibid., district key map. 
269 lb.d 1 ., sec. 7 p. 4. 

173 



Fab'Urt' 110. Vae\\ t'll'>l of tht' Bunrick m;m .. ion ('.nnh Bnd.:e Va a lor Crnter), 2001. (OCL.P) 

r 11:\lrt' Ill. \ 1{'\\ nonh" '-'''of tbt' can:t~kcr' cottaee, 2.002. {OCI.P) 
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Ch:tptcr 3: .\nah--.~:> &. E\3luauon 

Cnrnagt.· hou~c (B-11 

Htstnric C:ondmnn: l11e camagt.• house \\':1~ CQllstructed C- 1911 on the Buunck est:uc. 

1lle-:-.: PS cum·crtt-d a "'tua:.h CQUn within the carr.iagt.• house mto a cullccuon storagt• Gcthl} Jn 

19-8. In I 1J9'J. cli.m.1tt· control \\as added to the -:otoragc facility. Additional su:ucrural change~ 

mcludc com cr., ton of a large cent.ral arc:1 mtn !'\\ C> office.., carl) 1990,.). cntl\ er,.ton of n hn~c 

... r:allltlh> a computer room and :mothtr mto n locker room 2000 • con,.u:uction oi an oit.ict• 

\\,thin tilt 'elude maint~ nance area. and C(lll\'cr,ton oi a ~ccuon oi t ht• butliling uno a ktcchcn 

:md break Mom. 

F;.:iqinc c oodinnn: fl1c cam.tge bou~t.· 1s loc.ltcd across trom the caretaker's hcm,.e. The 

building h:b a L>.haped fontpnnL and th extenor w:tlls are pargcd stont.• (hgurc 112). Tin· 

building 1 ~ llS('d a;o a park collection !tlomgt• faetliry and m:umcnance facilit\'. 

I ·\·aluauon: con tnbu Ling (1 ft'lnd.,ca pt• • \rchitecture 

lbe carriage hou~e ts a htswnc fearure oi the llUitnck C"t:ttt' land~capc. 

figure lU. View southwe~t of the carriage house, 2002. (OCLP) 



Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

Archeological Sites (see Figure 81) 

Keyes bam foundation (A-01) 

Historic Condition: The bam originally stood in Sargent field, on the opposite side of Monument 

Street. It may have been built in the eighteenth century. In 1864, John Shepard Keyes, the 

owner of both Sargent field and the Elisha Jones houselot at the time, moved the barn across the 

road and reassembled it just north of the Elisha Jones house. According to !<.eyes, "the bam was 

shortened one bent of 12ft. and refitted '\\ri.th a cellar &c where it now stands."270 The barn 

appears in historic photographs and on historic maps dating from the 1880s to the mid-1920s 

(Figure 113). It appears to have been removed by 1941.271 

Existing Condition: The laid stone barn foundation is set into the hillside north of the Elisha 

Jones house. Three sides of the foundation are present. The north and the east side of the 

foundation measure 42" tall and the south side tapers down from 24" to 6" tall. The foundation 

includes a mix of large, medium, and small fields tones. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

The bam foundation is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

John Flint site (A-02) 

Historic Condition: An NPS archeological investigation in c. 1974 uncovered a site containing c. 

1600s to c. 1900s artifacts, indicating the site is possibly the location of the 1655 John Flint 

house and the nineteenth-century Lewis Flint house, reportedly built near the original house in 

the 1800s (Figure 114). 

Existing Condition: Covered site. 

Evaluation: Undetermined 

27° Keyes, "Houses & Owners," p. 42. 
271 Concord Planning Board "Town of Concord in :Niiddlesex County, rv1assachusetts," map surveyed in 1937 and 
1941, printed in 1942 (Concord Free Public Library). 
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Ch:tpwr 3: 

Ftgure 113. Vie" northea'lt of the Eh<o~ha Jones hou!te and bam (left), June 30, 190~. (Robbin!-> Collection of 
H ~ endeU Glea<.Pn Photographtc 1\iegauve">, 19o.1.5, Concord free PubJjc Library) 

Fi~tre U4. Vie" northeast of the Lewt Flint hou.l>e ;md outbuildin~ (left). Photognpb by Ralph 
Holden, 1890. I.A\1.;s Flint reportedJ) con!>ttucted h t!> house on the eventeenth.ccntul') John Flmr hou e 
!>ill•. Buildings to the n~ht (east ide of Monument treet) beloo~d to other Flint famil~ member~o .md 
wen: not \\;tbin the present-da' North Bridge Lou. (Photograph depicted in Ruth \Thecler's "North 
Bn~ Neighbors'') 



Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

Joseph Derby bam foundation (A-03)272 

Historic Condition: In the 1880s, Joseph Derby owned the Major John Buttrick house. By 1885 

he built "a new barn of ample size and a grain and seed building and various outbuildings,'' 

designed by Jos. P. George, a carpenter. According to John Shepard Keyes, a local historian and 

contemporary of Joseph Derby, the group of buildings was "much of a botch. "273 By 1915, "the 

appearance of the place [had] been much improved by removing the L to the barn and a 

rearrangement of the out buildings."274 The barn stood until at least 1937, but was gone by 

1943.275 A property description found in MIMA land files indicates only its foundation remained 

in 1966. It also noted that the foundation had previously enclosed a sunken garden. By 1966, 

only grass grew between the walls.276 

Existing Condition: The laid stone bam foundation is located west of the Major John Buttrick 

house. The foundation is built into the side of a gentle slope on its south and west sides. TI1e 

20-inch wide walls vary in height from 47 inches to 64 inches. There are two openings in the 

mortared walls, one on the west side and another on the east. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

The bam foundation is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Ephraim and/ or Willard Buttrick house(s) site (A-04) 

Historic Condition: The Ephraim and Willard Buttrick houses stood side-by-side on top of 

Buttrick Hill in 1775. Just prior to the battle at the North Bridge, a British company guarding 

the approach to the North Bridge took position near the houses. In the mid-1800s, Stedman 

Buttrick built a house over the foundation of Ephraim and/or Willard Buttrick house(s). A NPS 

archeological investigation uncovered the extant foundation( s) in 1965 (Figures 115-116). 

Existing Condition: The exposed foundation(s) is located on top of Buttrick Hill, just west of the 

Buttrick mansion. A split-rail fence surrounds the site. 

Evaluation: contributing (Military, Agriculture) 

The foundation(s) are a historic feature(s) of the 1775 landscape and the agricultural landscape. 

272 The Joseph Derby bam foundation is referred to in the 2002 National Register Documentation as the John 
Buttrick Foundation. 
273 Keyes, "Houses & Owners," p. 71. 
27~ Ibid., notes added to the manuscript c. 1915 by J.\dam Tohnan, p. 71. 
275 Concord Planning Board "Town of Concord in 1vliddlesex County, Massachusetts," map surveyed in 1937 and 
1941, printed in 1942 (Concord Free Public Library), 1943 aerial photograph- see i\ppendix C. 
276 1.·01--Lt\. Land Files, Estate of Buttrick, 1:1ary B., Tract No. 05-121 
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rl£!\.lfC 115. \ IC:\\ nonh of tlu: ~tcdman Bunnck hou6t-, con U'\ICtt-d on tht- 'ill(': of dw E.phr.um and/ or 
~ tll.trd Bunrick lHm c: site:;, m the mid-1800~ . Phom~.aph h) ~ ilham Brcw~o~cr, c. 1~95 ote the 
-.conc".nll (left) oind tbe l.trg'-' \!lm tree . Thcc;e fe.uure .. "UI'\Hed uuo thl.'1900 .and an.· dt:peocd on tlw 
"Pint Plan for . tc-dm.lD Buttnck. E!>q., Concord M.t ., .. (1911), .lDd the- '"fopo~phic: Pl~&n, BUttrick 
Prt•pe~ ' ' (192.1iJ heur~ 55 and 67 '\\irhin du .. rt pon. (SPl'.f'A Ardmeo:) 

l iL,'ltrt' 116. \'tt''\\ tlt&tb\\ e~t of the Ephraun 'JJtd/ or \\ dl.ud Buttrick hou e -ite, 2002. (OCLP) 



Cultural Landscape Report for North Bridge Unit, Minute Man National Historical Park 

Groton Road site, west of the North Bridge (A-05, A-06) 

Historic Condition: Initially a farm lane and later improved as a public way, the Groton Road 

crossed over the North Bridge and connected Concord houselots west of the Concord River 

with the center of town. In the mid-1600s, the town continued the road north, connecting 

Concord to the newly established town of Groton. After crossing west over the North Bridge, 

the road ran along a causeway through a wetland, then forked to the west and to the northeast 

(Figure 117). The section known as the west branch of the Groton Road (A-05) ran parallel with 

the Concord River and the section known as the east branch of the Groton (A-06) Road ran 

northeast up Buttrick Hill. The t\vo ways rejoined north of the present-day North Bridge Unit. 

Historic documents refer to the east branch (A-06) of the Groton Road by several names 

including "the causeway and road leading to the Blood Farm 'called now Carlisle' to the land of 

John Flint" (Deed 89:61, 1785); the "road leading to Concord Meeting house over the Great 

North Bridge" (Probate #3795, 1790); the "old Groton Road,' (Deed 258:127-128, 1823); and 

the " old Carlisle Road" (Deed 1771 :227, 1886). 

Concord discontinued public use of Groton Road and removed the North Bridge in the early 

1790s, after construction of Red Bridge, later known as Hunt's Bridge (Lowell Road) and Flint's 

Bridge (Monument Street). Although no longer in use as a public way, historic deeds and 

probate records, photographs, and a early 1900s plan of the Buttrick estate indicate the east 

branch (A-06) of the Groton Road roadbed remained until the late nineteenth century, and 

possibly into the twentieth century (Figure 118). Although no longer a public way, it was 

probably used by the Buttrick family to access agricultural fields. The roadbed does not appear 

on the 1943 aerial photograph. 

A NPS archeological investigation in 1965 excavated sections of the Groton Road causeway and 

roadbed west of the North Bridge (Figure 119). The investigation located with relative certainty 

the east branch of the Groton Road (A-06). It also identified what the archeological team 

believed to be a section of the west branch of the Groton Road (A-05), east of stone wall (W-

34).277 However, a 1987 NPS archeological investigation west of stone wall (W-34), within Keyes 

pasture, may contradict this conclusion (see Bateman site A-09). At the end of the 1965 

archeological exploration, the exposed sections of road were back filled, and a "thin layer of local 

gravel" was spread along the route of the east branch of the Groton Road and the section of 

road believed to be the west branch of the Groton Road. 

Existing Condition: Excavated sections of the Groton Road west of the North Bridge remain 

covered by fill. The NPS Groton Road trail (C-06) is approximately aligned over the historic 

causeway and the east branch of the Groton Road. Grass covers the gravel surface applied by 

the NPS in 1965 over the route of the west branch of the road, as identified by the 1965 

archeological exploration. 

277 The 1965 excavation did not continue west of stone wall (W-34), because the NPS did not acquire the parcel 
west of the wall, known as Keyes Pasture (\7G-18), until1968. 
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Figure 117. Aenlll ,;e" norlhwest of the Groton Road causeway (west of the 1956 commemorative Nonh 
Bridge), 1950. \J o c;hown i!. the J836 B<lttle Monument (lower right). (Photograph dcp1cted m Ruth 
Wheeler', "Nonh Bridge Neighbors") 

F•pure 118. Stcreoscop•c ' ' 1Cw west ofsume w.aU!; bclund The l'\1.inute Man ~ttatue (right), c. 1875-1885. 
The location of the" .lib and distance bc!rn een th~ tndJcatcs tht". m~ mark the e~c:t. of the 
di!.conrinucd CdSl branch of the Groton Road. (Ccntenni:a..l Views, Concord Free Pub he Ubr-.uy) 

llil 



hgurc ll9. Cll\ u on of~ ecuon of the e:t t hr.ancb ofthc Gruton Road, 19lH. (Photo::.rr.apb tnduc.lc.-d m 
Lcbnd J. bel' ••lu hcolo~C2l E.'-plonuon for Tr.accs of the lit tone Ro:.~d "e:.t of the: Great !"lonh 
Bnd m Con onl.") 

1..\ ,tluaU<•n C<•ntnbunng .\-05, Milit:u'). \gnculrurc undercnnmcd \ 06) 

Jlu~ ~ ~t brnnch of the Groton Road ttt· 05 t n ht tone fl'ftturc of the 1-75 lnndscnpe nnd 

the n nculrurnlland Cipe. h has not been detemuned tf the ccuon of tltl' road tdcnofi\:d 111 

IWIS an:heolowcal o:plorauon .\..()6) u a porttrm olrhc \\c tlmmdt oftlte Groton Road 

\ftt~ Concord di'mamlcd the :--.::onh Bndgt and dt conunm·d pubhc u col :~rolc)n Road, tht 
poruon of tiJt.• nnJ ~ t uf tL\: bodgc bcamc pan of Lzrn RiplC\"'s pasture \n 1 J6 propcrt\ 

deed ~ Rlplcy to the tmm of Concord. 390: 127 128 md.Jcnh: th h1 tone roadbed ltc:s under 

the surfac ot . poruon of the nutctc~enth-a-ntur. nllec and rhc ;n cnu Jcachng to the ~orth 

Bn ~. mrasunng appro:mrunelv dmtv feet '\\'ld trom tone \\..U ;\; 19 PS rcheologt! t 

c nductcd 11 prclurunm m\ esugauon of rhe 'enuc kadm to rhc i':orth Bnd em J 99.2 The­

In\ t: ugauon m caled two ubstantul and two lcs ub tanlllll ro:td bed p.re<bung the c.'i:tant 

II\ rnuc m2dbed h chd not 1demif, the 1775 I n n of Groton Road <.'3 t of the North 

Undgc 

!'he rchcolog~CJl1 tO\c~upnou 1 ref<:-J"enccd 111 thc:nnc l \'llru, "l:.ro 1011 Control nd 'ludc Tree :\(!lmtcrl:.mce 

(or the l r.ulto the :'..: •nh Uodt,>e.. :\lmut :\f.1U1 :'\:auonall h toncal Park DR.o\FT anonal Park ~n'lcc. Olmsted 
\.cntc: tor Land pc Presc:rvauon, 1993 • p P 
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Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation 

Existing Condition: 

Archeological remains of Groton Road east of the North Bridge are believed to lie beneath a 

portion of the allee and the avenue leading to the North Bridge. 

Evaluation:· undetermined 

Thomas Brown house site (A-08) 

Historic Condition: In 1970, a NPS archeological investigation uncovered the building 

foundation, believed to belong to the Thomas Brown Sr. house. The house may have been built 

prior to 1644, making it one of the earliest houses constructed within the North Bridge Unit.279 

Existing Condition: The partially exposed fieldstone foundation is located on the south side of 

Liberty Street, within the bounds of the historic Battle Lawn estate. A split rail fence borders the 

foundation. 

Evaluation: contributing (Military, Agriculture) 

The fieldstone foundation is a historic feature of the 1775 landscape and the agricultural 

landscape. 

Bateman site (A-09) 

Historic Condition: A 1987 NPS archeological investigation may have discovered a portion of 

the west branch of the Groton Road on this site, contradicting an earlier investigation which 

placed the location of the west branch of the road further south (see Groton Road site A-05).280 

Existing Condition: The Bateman site is located in I<eyes Pasture, near the intersection of 

Liberty Street and stone wall (\V-34). The possible location of the west branch of the Groton 

Road discovered during excavation of the Bateman site does not align \\lith the portion of the 

road on the opposite side of stone wall (\V-34) identified by an NPS archeological investigation 

in 1964 as the west branch of the Groton Road (see Groton Road site A-05). A young forest 

covers the site. 

Evaluation: undetermined 

It has not been determined if the section of the road uncovered on the Bateman site (A-09) is a 

portion of the west branch of the Groton Road. 

279 Synenki, Traces of the Past, pp. 21-25. 
280 '"1 olume 1: Farmers and .. A.rtisans of the Historical Period," Cultural Resources l\1angement Study No. 22, 
(Boston: National Park Service, Division of Cultural Resources Management, North .i\tlantic Regional Office, 
1990), p. 107. 
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Stone wall (W-02) 

Historic Condition: A stone wall stood in the approximate location of stone wall (W-02) in 1775. 

The 1924 layout plan for Monument Street depicts a wall in this location with two openings: one 

at the northern and one at the southern end of the '\vall. 

Existing Condition: The thrown stone wall extends along the western side of Monument Street, 

bordering south field. It consists primarily of medium to large-sized stones and measures 24 

inches wide by 24 inches high. The southern section of the wall is partially to almost entirely 

covered by soil and grass on its eastern side, possibly a result of grade changes within the 

adjacent roadbed. An opening interrupts the line of the wall at its sou them end in the same 

position noted on the 1924 plan mentioned above. The condition of the wall varies from fair to 

poor. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (W-02) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Stone wall (W-03) 
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Historic Condition: It is not known if a stone wall stood in the same location as stone wall (W-

03) in 1775. A stone wall appears in the same location as stone wall (W-03) on the 1924 layout 

plan for Monument Street. 

Existing Condition: The thrown stone wall extends west from Monument Street to Mill Creek, 

along the southern side of Sargent field. Near Monument Street, the wall stands 36 to 42 inches 

high and 24 inches wide, and consists of small, medium, and large-sized stones. This portion of 

the wall is in good condition. The condition of the remainder of the wall varies from fair to 

poor; and its height varies from-12 to 36 inches. Fallen trees and heavy shrub cover have 

damaged and/ or concealed the wall in many locations (Figure 123). 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (W-03) is a historic fearure of the agricultural landscape. 
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Figure 123. View nonh (from South field ue.u Monument treet) of tone wall (W-03), 2002. {OCLP) 
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Stone wall (W-05) 

Historic Condition: A stone wall in the approximate location of stone wall (W-05) stood in front 

of the Elisha Jones house in 1775. A stone wall appears in the same location as stone wall 0vV-

05) on the 1916 ''Plan of the Old Manse Property" and on the 1924 layout plan for Monument 

Street. 

Existing Condition: The laid stone on the east side of Monument Street extends from the comer 

of Ripley Hill Road to the southwest comer of the Elisha Jones house. The faced retaining wall 

is 18 inch wide and varies in height from 18 to 24 inches. It is constructed primarily of medium 

to large-sized stones. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (\V -05) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Garden retaining walls (W-06) 

Historic: Unknown. 

Existing: Several stone retaining walls on the Elisha Jones property and are primarily associated 

with what appear to have been flower gardens. The walls are in good condition. 

Evaluation: Undetermined. 

The stone walls are historic features associated with the Elisha Jones house, and were probably 

constructed by Judge Keyes or his descendents. 

Stone wall (W-07, W-08) 
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Historic Condition: It is not known if stone walls stood in the same location as stone walls (W-

07) and (\V-08) in 1775. Stone walls appears in the same location as stone walls (W-07) and ~-

08) on the 1916 "Plan of the Old Manse Property" and on the 1924 layout plan for Monument 

Street. 

Existing Condition: Stone wall ~-07) extends east from Monument Street to the northwestern 

corner of the Keyes barn foundation. The front-faced laid stone retaining wall is 18 inches wide 

and 30 inches high, and is composed primarily of medium-sized stones. The condition of the 

wall varies from good to fair. Top rocks have tumbled over in several places. 

Stone wall ~ -08) extends west from the northeast comer of the Elisha Jones barn foundation, 

along the northern border of the Elisha Jones houselot. The laid stone wall is composed 

primarily of medium-sized stones. Sections of the wall in fair condition stand about 24 inches 
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wide and 30 inches high. The eastern end of the wall is in poor condition, standing only 1 to 2 

stones high (about 12 inches). 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone walls (\V-07) and (W-08) are historic features of the agricultural landscape. 

Stone wall (\V-09) 

Historic Condition: It is not known if a stone wall stood in the same location as stone wall (W-

09) in 1775. A stone wall is depicted in the same location as stone wall (W-09) on the 1916 

"Plan of the Old Manse Property" and on the 1924 layout plan for Monument Street. 

Existing Condition: The thrown stone wall extends along the border between Sargent field and 

the Old Manse houselot. The character of the wall changes as the wall progresses from east to 

west. The eastern two-thirds of the wall is 2 feet wide and varies in height from 24 to 36 inches. 

This section of wall consists of a mix of small, medium, and large-sized stones. Two 60-inch 

granite pillars stretch across the stone wall where it abuts stone (W-04) wall along Monun1ent 

Street, possibly blocking a previous passageway. Further west, an unblocked opening in this 

section of the wall allows passage between the Old Manse property and the NPS overflow 

parking lot in Sargent field. The condition of this section of the wall varies from fair to poor. 

The western one-third of the wall resembles more an elongated rubble heap than a stone wall. 

Located in the pile is a mix of rock types: partially cut and square cut stones, fields tones, and 

concrete pieces. It is unknown if a constructed portion of wall exists below the rubble. This 

section of wall is in poor condition. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (\V-09) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Stone wall (W-10) 

Historic Condition: It is not known if a stone wall stood in the same location as stone wall (W-

10) in 1775. A stone wall appears in the same location as stone wall (W-10) on the 1916 ''Plan of 

the Old Manse Property" and an opening within the wall noted on the plan appears to be in a 

similar location as an extant wall opening. 

Existing Condition: The wall extends north and south across the Old Manse houselot, running 

between stone wall (W-09) and the Old Manse boathouse. It consists of a line of somewhat 

overlapped medium to large-sized stones and its height varies from 12 to 18 inches. The original 

construction style of the wall is unknown. 
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Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (\V-10) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Stone wall (W -11) 

Historic Condition: It is not known if a stone wall stood in the same location as stone wall (W-

11) in 177 5. A stone wall appears in the same location as the western two-thirds section of stone 

wall (W-11) on a pre-1910 photograph of the Grave of the British Soldiers282 and on the 1916 

"Plan of the Old Manse Property." 

Existing Condition: The western two-thirds section of stone wall (W-11) extends east to west 

through the Old Manse property. The thrown wall is 24 inches wide and varies in height from 

24 to 30 inches. It consists primarily of loosely arranged medium to large-sized stones. Two 

openings interrupt the wall: one where the trail to the Old Manse boathouse crosses through the 

wall and another opening further east. The condition of the wall varies from fair to poor. The 

eastern one-third section of stone wall (W-11) is a mortared laid stone wall with a flat top. It 

measures 32 inches tall by 30 inches wide. 

~valuation: contributing (Agriculture- western section of the wall), undetermined (eastern 

section of the wall) 

The western two-thirds section of stone wall (W-11) is a historic feature of the agricultural 

landscape. The eastern one-third section of stone wall (W-11) was constructed after 1916. 

Stone wall (W-12) 

Historic Condition: A stone wall stood in the approximate location of stone wall (W-12) in 1775. 

A wall in this location also appears on the 187 5 layout plan for Monument Street, the 1916 "Plan 

of the Old Manse Property," the 1924 layout plan for Monument Street, and the 1929 "Plan of 

Land near the Old North Bridge." 

Existing Condition: The stone wall extends along the western side of Monument Street, 

bordering the Old Manse property. Portions of the eastern side of the wall are partially covered 

by soil and grass, possibly a result of grade changes within the adjacent roadbed. The wall is in 

poor condition. Its original construction style is unknown. It varies in height from 6 to 30 

inches. The line of the wall is interrupted by an opening for the Old Manse entrance drive. Two 

cut granite pillars flank the entrance. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (W-12) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

282 !v!Il\·L\ Postcard Collection, Box 1, 1-'flj\tL\ .i\rchives). 
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Stone wall (W-13) 

Historic Condition: A stone wall stood in the approximate location of the southern section of 

stone wall (W-13) in 1775. A stone wall appears in the same location as stone wall (W-13) on the 

187 5 layout plan for Monument Street, the 1916 "Plan of the ·old Manse Property," the 1924 

layout plan for Monument Street, and on the 1929 "Plan of Land near the Old North Bridge." 

Both the 1916 and the 1924 plan depict an opening in the section of wall running along 

Monument Street. 

Existing Condition: The stone wall borders the western side of Monument Street and Great 

Meadows Road. Most of the wall along Great Meadows Road is a retaining wall of rubble 

construction, standing up to 3 feet high with a width of 18 to 24 inches. The wall is composed 

of small, medium, and large-sized stones, and is in fair to poor condition. As the wall progresses 

south, its original construction is unclear. Today it resembles a thrown wall; however, thrown 

walls were typically constructed between fields within the North Bridge Unit, not bordering the 

roads. If the stone wall was constructed at the same time as the sections further north along 

Great Meadows Road, than it has lost a significant amount of its structural integrity. If this 

section of wall was originally constructed as a thrown wall, its condition varies from good to 

poor. An opening interrupts the line of the stone wall in the same position as an opening 

depicted on the 1916, 1924, and 1929 plans mentioned above. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (\X'-13) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Stone wall (W-14) 

Historic Condition: It is not known if a stone wall stood in the same location as stone wall (\X'-

14) in 1775. A stone wall may appear in the same location as stone wall (\X'-14) on the c. 1860 

engraving of the battleground, and a stone wall appears in the same location as the stone wall on 

the 1916 ''Plan of the Old Manse Property." 

Existing Condition: The stone wall extends partially across the northern border of Poplar Hill. 
The thrown wall primarily consists of medium to large-sized stones, and it stands about one to 

two stones high (12 to 24 inches). The wall is in poor condition; many of the stones have 

toppled over or are missing (Figure 124). 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (\X'-14) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 
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Stone wall (\Xl-16) 

Historic Condition: A stone wall stood in the approximate location of the southern section 

(south of the avenue leading to the North Bridge) of stone wall (\V-16) in 1775. A stone wall is 

depicted in the approximate location of stone wall (\V-16) on the 1875layout plan for 

Monument Street and on an 1875 ste.reoscopic view of the centennial arch on Monument Street 

(see Figure 29). The layout plan indicates the wall was within the bounds of proposed road 

alterations. A wall that appears in the same location as stone wall (\V-16) does not appear on the 

1916 "Plan of the Old Manse Property" nor on a postcard of Monument Street postmarked 

1916, which indicates the wall was removed during road alterations. A wall in the same, location 

as stone wall 0Xf-16) appears on the 1924layout plan for Monument Street, indicating it was 

replaced by 1924. In 1929, th·e town placed three openings within the wall to provide access to 

the newly constructed Monument Street parking lot (see Figure 64). The town opened a forth 

section of wall in 1930 for similar use. A HABS/HAER photograph from 1962 depicts a stone 

wall in the same location, although it appears sh,orter than the extant wall.283 In 1983, the NPS 

rehabilitated the stone wall, insetting mortar in to the center of the wall to strengthen its 
. 

construction. 

Existing Condition: The double stone wall with a mortar-filled center extends along the western 

side of the Monument Street parking lot. The condition of the wall varies from fair to poor. 

Sections of the wall in fair condition measure 30 inches high by 30 inches wide. Chunks -of 

mortar are visible in poor sections where stones have toppled out or are missing. The line of the 

wall is interrupted by one pedestrian and four vehicular openings. A pair of 6-foot granite posts 

flanks each of the vehicular openings. 

Evaluation: undetermined. 

It is not known if the extant wall retains any structural features from the pre-1983 wall. 

Stone wall (W-17) 

Historic Condition: Stone wall ~ -17) was not present in 177 5. A wall is depicted in the same 

location as stone wall ~-17) on the 1875layout plan for Monument Street, within the bounds 

of proposed road alterations. A wall in the same location as stone wall ~-17) does not appear 

on the 1916 "Plan of the' Old Manse Property," indicating it was removed during road 

alterations. The wall appears on the 1924 layout plan for Monument Street, indicating it had 

been replaced. 

2s3 Photograph located in ~fi!vL\ Library, IL~BS/I-L~ER 62-100. 
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Existing Condition: The thrown stone wall extends along the east side of Monument Street, 

about 140 feet north from the northwest comer of the Monument Street parking lot. In 1924, 

the wall extended north to' Flint's Bridge. The southern end of the wall measures 24 inches wide 

by about 24 inches high. As the wall extends north its height gets progressively lower until only 

a single layer of rock about 6" high remains. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (\\1-17) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Stone walls 0Xf-18) & ~V-19) 

194 

Historic Condition: Stone walls ~-18) and ~-19) did not exist in 1775. In 1835 & 1836, Ezra 

Ripley donated two parcels to the town of Concord, including a section of Groton Road 

abandoned in 1793, between the Concord River and present-day Monument Street. According 

to the 1835 deed, two stone wall$ 30 feet apart lined the donated section of toad. Presumably, 

the same walls had also lined the same section of Groton Road in 177 5. 

As specified by Ripley in his deed, the town rebuilt the southern boundary wall (W-18). As built, 

the wall stood 40 feet from the northern boundary wall ~-19) at Monument Street and 

approximately eighty-four feet from the northern boundary wall at the bank of the river. The 

wall appears in numerous historic engravings, photographs, and maps dating as early as c. 1850 

(see Figures 15-17). 

In the early 1850s, the northern wall, stone wall ~-19) was sold and removed. The town 

planted a buckthorn hedge accompanied by a post-and-wire fence in its: place. Stone wall ~-19) 

is evident in a c. 1850s engraving of the battleground (see Figure 17). It does not appear in 

numerous historic photographs and maps of the area, dating from 1859 to the early 1900s. In 

the early 1890s, the town replaced the 1850s fencing with a second wire fence. Stone wall~-

19) is not depicted on the 1924layout plan, but is mentioned in the 1951 Concord Town Report, 

indicating it was constructed between 1924 and 1951. 

Existing Condition: Stone wall ~-18) extends along the southern boundary of the avenue 

leading to the North Bridge. The wall varies in height from 12 to 36 inches and consists 

primarily of medium to large-sized stones. Portions of the wall act as a retaining wall. The wall 

is in poor condition, which makes it difficult to determine its original construction. The inside of 

the wall (avenue side) is faced, and a few small stones appear to have been used as chinking. A 

significant number of stones have toppled over or are totaliy missing. The wall is interrupted by 

two openings, both providing access between the avenue leading to the North Bridge and the 

Old Manse field. The eastern opening appears in a 1956 photo of the wall, and may date to at 
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least 1943.284 In 1958, the Concord Highway Department installed a granite threshold within the 

eastern opening, to inhibit erosion. 

Stone wall (\V-19) extends along the northern boundary of the avenue leading to the North 

Bridge. The wall is 24 inches wide and varies in height from 12 to .24 inches. It consists of 

primarily small to ·medium-sized stones loosely arranged. It is in fair condition. 

Evaluation: contributing (W-18 Agriculture, Commemoration), (W~l9 Commemoration) 

Stone wall (\V-18) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. Both stone walls (W-18) and 

(W-19) are historic features of the corrunemorative landscape. 

Stone wall (W-20) 

Historic Condition: Stone wall (W-20) did not exist in 1775. A stone wall appears in the same 

location as stot1e wall (W-20) on the 1875layout plan for Monument Street, within the bounds 

of proposed road alterations. A wall in the same location as stone wall (W-20) does not appear 

on the 1916 ''Plan of the Old Manse Property," indicating it w~s removed during road 

alterations. The wall re-appears on a postcard of Monument Street postmarked 1916 (published 

c. 1910-1920) which may indicate the wall was replaced in 1916 (see Figure 84). It also appears 

on the 1924 layout plan, for Monument Street. 

Existing Condition: The laid stone wall extends along the west side of Monument Street, 

between the road and the Simmons houselot. In 1924 it extended north to Flint's Bridge. Th·e 

faced stone wall (top and road side) varies in height from 6 to 30 inches a:nd is composed 

primarily of medium to large-sized stones. The line of the 24-inch wide wall is interrupted by 

two openings, one at the entrance to the Simm·ons houselot and the other at the former entrance 

of the Concord Canoe Club. Both of the entrances are depicted on the 1924 layout plan for 

Monument Street. The wall condition varies from good to poor. The most intact sections of the 

wall surround the entrance to the Simmons houselot. The _condition gets progressively worse as 

the wall extends to the north and south. In these Io,ations a significant number ·of stones have 

toppled over or are missing. 

284 Photograph located in "Photographs to .A.ccotnpany Proposed Plans for Lexington-Concord Battle Road," 10-7-
56, Boston National Historic Sites Conunission, p. 14 (NfiiYL~ .L\rchives); Russell H. Kettle to .L~rthur Shurcliff, 
January 19, 1944. 
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Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (\V-20) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Stone wall0Y/-21) 
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Historic Condition: Stone wall (\V-21) did not exist in 1775. A stone wall in the location of 

stone wall (\V-21) is depicted in the c. 1850 engraving "View of the Battle Ground at Concord, 

Massachusetts (see Figure 17)." A wall in this location also appears on the 1875 and 1924layout 

plans for Monument Street and the 1929 "Sketch Plan for Old North Bridge Protective 

Association (see Figure 62)." 

Existing Condition: The stone wall marks the bound between Honeysuckle Island and property 

purchased by the Concord Canoe Club in 1909 (formerly part of the Simmons houselot). It runs 

east to west between Monument Street and the Concord River. The wall generally parallels stone 

wall 0Y/-22), which marks the northern border of the former Concord Canoe Club property. 

The two walls appear to have lined an entrance drive leading to th~ early 1900s Concord Canoe 

Club. 

The sections of the wall in the best condition are at its eastern and western ends, where it stands 

one to two, medium to large-sized stones high. The center section is much lower, sometimes 

only marked by a sparse line of partially buried stones. Its poor condition prohibits identification 

of its construction style. Portions of the wall appear to include faced stones (generally associated 

with highly constructed walls) although overall it appears to be a thrown wall. At several 

locations the line of the wall is incorporated into large rock outcroppings. The eastern end of 

the wall extends approximately 20 feet into the Concord River. Contributing to the poor 

condition of the wall is damage caused by falling tree limbs and trees that have grown within the 

wall (Figures 125-126). 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall 0Y/-21) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 
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Fi~t(~ 125. Vie\\ west fron1 I lone~ ~tuckJe Island of stone wall {W-21), 2002. Photo depicts a section of'' aU 
(W-21) where\\ all coo truction incorporated .1 large urunO\ .tble boulder. (OCLP) 

F1gure 126. Vie\\ c,outhwe!ot of c,cone ";ill (\'f -21), where the "aU enter.; Concord Rn er, 2001. (OCLP) 
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Stone wall (W-22) 

Historic Condition: Stone wall (W-22) runs along a portion of the southern boundary of 

property purchased by the Concord Canoe Clu·b in 1909, from the owners of the Simmons 

houselot. According to the property deed and twentieth century plans, the southern boundary of 

the property paralleled a significant length of stone wall (W-21), the northern boundary of the 

acquired property.285 The date constructed and the original length of stone wall (\V'-22) is 

unknown. It is probable the wall was constructed soon after the canoe club acquired the land; 

however, it is not depicted on c. 1920s -1940s plans reviewed. Only the center portion of the 

wall appears on the 1962 "Plan ofLand in Concord, Mass. belonging to Trustees U/W of 

Stedman Buttrick." Missing or never constructed sections of the wall appear on the 1962 plan as 

a wire fence. 

Existing Condition: The wall extends from Monument Street to the Concord River, along the 

1909 property boundary between the Simmons houselot and property owned by the Concord 

Canoe Club. Only a section of what may have originally been a much longer stone wall exists. 

The section contains a mix of stone sizes, and measures 36 to 48 inches high by 30 inches wide. 

Both sides of the rubble wall are faced, and the top may have originally been capped. The 

section of the stone wall that remains is in fair to poor condition. In some areas stones have 

loosened and/ or tumbled out of the wall. There are boulders west of the intact section of stone 

wall (W-22) that may mark the original line of the wall; however, heavy brush prohibits further 

investigation. A wooden post with remnant traces of wire fencing is located east of the intact 

section .. The old wire fence appears to be an extension of stone wall0Xf-22) and is probably the 

section of the wire fence depicted on the 1962 plan mentioned above (Figure 127). 

Evaluation: undetermined 

The wall is an historic feature associated with the Concord Canoe Club. The exact historic 

function of the wall is unknown. 

Stone wall (W-23) 

Historic Condition: Stone wall (\V-23) did not exist in 1775 and the extant wall post-dates 1875. 

A stone wall appears in the same location as stone wall (W-23) on the 1875layout plan for 

Monument Street, within the bounds of proposed road alterations. The northern two-thirds of 

the wall along Monument Street re-appears on the 1924 layout plan for Monument Street, 

indicating this section was rebuilt by 1924. This section of the wall curved onto Monument 

Street, but stopped short of its current endpoint, which abuts stone wall (W-28). The southern 

one-third of the stone wall (W-23) along Monument Street and the stretch of stone wall (W-23) 

along Liberty Street are not depicted on the 1924 plan, indicating they were constructed after 

285 Bartlett et al. to Concord Canoe Club, 3473:182. 
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Figure 127. Yie" east from former Concord Canoe Club propcrt) (Simmons bonselot) ofbtone 

''all (W-22) .u the bend Ill the wall, 2002. (OCLP) 
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condition of the wall varies from good to fair. Three openings interrupt the line of the wall: t\vo 

along Monument Street and one on Liberty Street at its eastern, end, in the same locations noted 

on the 1962 "Plan of Land in Concord, Mass. belonging to Trustees U /W of Stedman Buttrick." . 
Post and rail fencing block all three entrances. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (W-23) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Stone wall (\V-24) 
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Historic Condition: Stone wall (W-24) did not exist in 1775. A stone wall in the approximate 

location of stone wall (W-.24) is depicted on an engraving that appears in Hatper's New Month!J 

Magaifne in 1875. Physical evidence described below indicates the wall was rebuilt in 1879. A 

wall in the same lo,cation as stone wall (\V-24) is also depicted jn a c. 1900-1906 photograph of 

the Major John Buttrick. The photograph depicts an opening at the eastern end of the wall (see 

Figures 108-109) 

Existing Condition: The stone retaining wall extends along the north side of Liberty Street, east 

of the Major John Buttrick house. The wall exhibits two, different construction styles. The front 

(Liberty Street side) and top of the wall consist of medium-sized stones, tightly laid. The front is 

faced and the top is capped with large flat stones. The backside of the wall is constructed with 

small to medium-sized stones, loosely arranged. At the western end of the wall, the initials 

''EJD'' are carved into one of the cap stone an'd "Nov 16 1879" into anoth,er. The eastern end 

of the wall stops about ten feet short of adjacent stone wall rv<'-25). The opening, presumably a 

field entrance, is the same opening depicted in the c. 1900-1906 photograph mentioned above. 

Large sections of the wall remain in good condition; however, in several sections stones have 

begun to loosen and tumble out (Figures 128-129). 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (W-24) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 
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Figure 12.8. Cap tone at "'-estem end of tone wall (\X'-24), with the engraved date '1\Jo, l6, l879, 2002. 
(OCLP) 

Figure 119. '\·tew oonhwest from Libert\ Street of stone wall (\\ -24), 2002. (OCLP) 
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Stone wall (W-25) 

Historic Condition: Stone wall (W-25) did not exist in 1775. A stone wall in the same location as 

stone wall (\V-25) is depicted on a c. 1900-1906 photograph of the Major John Buttrick house 

(see Figure 1 09). 

Existing Condition: The thrown stone wall is located on the north side of Liberty Street, along 

the portion of the road that passes over the culvert on Liberty Street (F-07) located just west of 

the Liberty Street/Monument Street intersection. The wall varies in height from 15 to 30 inches 

and is in fair condition. A large portion of the stone wall is barely visible or not visible at all 

from Liberty Street, due to road improvements that have raised the roadbed. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (W-25) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Stone wall (W-26) 
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Historic Condition: Stone wall (W-26) did not exist in 1775. A stone wall appears in the same 

location as stone wall (W-26) on the 1928 "Plan of Land surveyed for Mrs. Mary B. Buttrick." 

Earlier photographs or maps that may have depicted a stone wall in the same location as stone 

wall (W-26) were not found. 

Existing Condition: The laid stone wall extends along the north side of Liberty Street and the 

east side of Estabrook Road, west of the Major John Buttrick house. The front-faced wall is 24 

inches wide and is composed of small, medium, and large-sized stones. Flat stones originally 

capped the wall, only several remain. The northern end of the wall (along Estabrook Road) was 

constructed as a retaining wall, while other sections may have possibly become retaining walls as 

subsequent road improvements raised the roadbed. The inside of the wall measures 24 to 48 

inches tall and the outside along Monument Street measures between 12 and 36 inches. Two 

openings interrupt the line of the wall: one at a side entrance to the Major John Buttrick site and 

the other at the entrance to the site of the mid-twentieth century cottage built for Mary Brooks 

Buttrick's chauffeur/handyman. Two 54-inch granite pillars mark the entrance to the Major 

John Buttrick houselot. The condition of the wall varies from good to poor. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture) 

Stone wall (W-26) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 



Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation 

Stone wall (\Y./-27) 

Historic Condition: Stone wall (W-27) probably dates after the early 1940s. The stone wall is 

located along Cedar Way, a private road that is not depicted in the 1943 aerial photograph. 

Existing Condition: The laid stone wall extends along the northwest comer of the Major John 

Buttrick houselot. The top and front-faced retaining wall stands 24 to 36 inches high. The 

expanse of the wall on Monument Street is unclear- it may end at the opening in the wall 

(former driveway of the Mary Buttrick cottage) or it may continue further south. A pile of 

stones to the right of the driveway suggests that a portion of the wall \.Vas removed to provide 

driveway access. Stone wall construction on both sides of the former driveway appears similar, 

however stones appear to fit tighter together north of the driveway, and the top of the wall is 

flatter. The wall consists primarily of medium to large-sized stones. It is in good condition. 

Evaluation: non-contributing 

Stone wall (W-28) 

Historic Condition: A stone wall stood in the approximate location of stone wall (\V-28) in 1775. 

Stone wall (W-28) was presumably constructed c. 1911 to 1962. A stone wall does not appear in 

the same location as stone wall (W-28) on the 1911 ''Plot Plan for Stedman Buttrick, Esq." (see 

Figure 55) but then does appear on the 1962 "Plan of Land in Concord, Mass. belonging to 

Trustees U /W of Stedman Buttrick.'' 

Existing Condition: The stone retaining wall extends along the south side of Liberty Street, 

crossing over the culvert on Liberty Street (F-07) just east of the Buttrick carriage house. The 

wall measures 18 to 24 inches wide and 30 to 36 inches high. The construction style is not 

evident. 

Evaluation: undetermined 

It is not known if the wall was constructed prior to 1949. 

Stone wall (W-29) 

Historic Condition: A stone wall stood in the approximate location of stone wall (W-28) in 1775. 

A stone wall in the location of stone wall (W-29) is depicted on the 1911 "Plot Plan for Stedman 

Buttrick, Esq." (see Figure 55). The plan does not depict a small portion of the extant wall, at its 

eastern end. This missing section of wall along Liberty Street borders a portion of Flint field 

purchased by Stedman Buttrick II in 1910. The uniformity of the extant wall suggests Stedman 

Buttrick II either rebuilt the entire wall after 1911, or that he constructed the wall section not 

represented on the 1911 plan to match the wall present in 1911. A comparison of the 1911 plan 
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and the 1962 "A Plan of land in Concord Mass. Belonging to Trustees U /M of Stedman 

Buttrick" indicates that a portion of the wall (western end, flanking both sides of the Major John 

Buttrick Monument) may have been rebuilt after 1911, following realignment of Liberty Street 

and before construction of the John Buttrick Bas-Relief Monument in 1915.286 

Existing Condition: The rubble stone wall is located along the south side of Liberty Street, 

extending west from approximately 90 feet east of the Buttrick carriage house and just short of 

the 1928 formal entrance to the Buttrick estate (current exit from the North Bridge Visitor 

Center parking lot). The front (Liberty Street) and top faced wall is composed of small, medium, 

and large-sized stones. The wall height varies from 18 to 36 inches and its width from 24 to 36 

inches. Portions of the stone wall serve as a retaining wall. The condition of the wall varies 

from fair to poor, deteriorating as it proceeds west. In some areas, the wall's rubble construction 

is not evident due to missing and tumbled stones. The line of the wall is interrupted by four 

openings: one at its eastern end, blocked by a wooden post and rail fence (post-1962); two that 

provide access into the Buttrick carriage house and caretaker's cottage (1911 ); and the fourth at 

the entrance of the North Bridge Visitor Center parking lot (1967). 

Evaluation: contributing (Agricultural, Commemoration, Landscape Architecture) 

Stone wall (W-29) is a historic feature of the agricultural, commemorative, and Buttrick estate 

landscapes. 

Stone wall (W-30) 

Historic Condition: Stone wall (W-30) did not exist in 1775. TI1e 1912 "Plan of Northly [sic] 

Corner of Land Owned by Edward A. Newell" indicates Stedman Buttrick II constructed a wall 

across this portion of his estate by 1912. The new wall included an opening for the entrance 

drive into the estate. The 1923 (revised 1928) "Topographical Plan, Buttrick Property" notes 

planned construction of a wall across the c. 1912 entrance drive. Another opening was planned 

further east along the wall, for a new entrance drive. The new entrance drive required removal 

of an approximate 85-foot section of the wall and the construction of two curved walls, bending 

into the estate property and terminated by short, square stone pillars. The NPS removed a 

section of the wall c. mid-1960s, west of the 1928 formal entrance. The new opening connected 

the Groton Road trail to Liberty Street. 

Existing Condition: The wall is located on the south side of Liberty Street, in front of the 

Buttrick mansion. Its line is interrupted twice, once by the c. 1928 formal entrance to the 

Buttrick estate (current exit from the North Bridge Visitor Center parking lot) and again by the 

Liberty Street entrance to the Groton Road trail. Three sections of differing construction are 

286 "Plan of Land in Concord, ~vfass. belonging to Trustees U /W of Stedman Buttrick," 1962 (see ... Appendix B); 
"Plot Plan for Stedman Buttrick, Esq.," 1911(see Figure 55). 
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Section C, at the western end of the wall, is a 25-foot section constructed c. 1928 to block the 

discontinued 1912 entrance to the Buttrick estate. This section is composed of small, medium, 

and large-stones and is of rubble construction. It measures 30 inches wide and 30 inches high, 

and has a faced front and a capped top. The back may also be faced, although not as s·harply. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture, Landscape Architecture) 

Stone wall (W-30) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape and the Buttrick estate 

landscape. 

Stone wall (\Xl-31) 
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Historic Condition: Stone wall (W-31) did not exist in 1775. A stone wall appears in the same 

location as stone wall (W-31) in an 1875 photograph of the centennial celebration of the battle at 

the North Bridge (see Figure 27). A c. 1900-1906 photograph of the stone marker erected on 

the Battle Lawn estate by Edwin Barrett, commemorating the contributions of his relatives 

during the battle at the North Bridge, appears to depict a wall much shorter than the extant wall 

(see Figure 51). This may indicate that stone wall (W-31) was constructed after the photograph c. 

1900-1906, perhaps by Edwin Newell after he acquired the property in 1909. 

Existing Condition: Stone wall (W-31) is located along the south side of Liberty Street, bordering 

the Captain David Brown houselot (Battle Lawn estate). The wall appears to have been 

constructed in three sections. Section A is located at the western end of stone wall (W-31). It is 

a 20-inch wide double laid stone wall standing about 45 inches high. The wall is faced on both 

sides and the top, and it has an angled back (estate side). Most of the stones used in its 

construction are of medium size and have squared sides. Cement mortar has been applied to the 

back and the top of the wall. This section of wall is in generally good condition, although there 

are several sections where stones have shifted and top stones have toppled out. A portion of 

this section of wall, just west of the wooden gate, is in poor condition. Section B abuts section A 

at its eastern end. This small section of wall blocks a former opening in the wall provided access 

to the Battle Lawn gardener's cottage, removed in 1926. Although the construction style of 

section B is similar to that of section A, two distinct fault lines separate the section from the s 

adjoining sections. Section C adjoins section B at its eastern end. This small portion of the wall 

is of looser construction, resembling closer the construction style of Section C of stone wall (W-

30). 

The line of the wall is interrupted by two openings: the fonnal estate entrance and a second 

entrance that was presumably a field entrance. The stone wall curves inward at the formal estate 

entrance and is terminated by two field stone pillars. The possible field entrance is marked by a 

pair of 67 -inch concrete pillars that support a double-wide wooden gate. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture, Landscape Architecture) 

Stone wall (W-31) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape and the Battle Lawn estate 

landscape. 



Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation 

Stone wall (W-32) 

Historic Condition: Stone wall (\V-32) did not exist in 1775. The wall dates to at least 1885, the 

year that the town of Concord placed the Muster Field Monument (\V-09) within the wall. The 

wall appears in a c. 1885-1888 photograph of the monument (see Figure 42).287 

Existing Condition: The rubble stone wall extends along the north side of Liberty Street, from 

the intersection of Liberty Street and Estabrook Road to about 260 feet west the Muster Field 

Monument. Past this point, the wall continues outside of the park boundary. The 30-inch wide 

wall is composed of small, medium, and large-sized stones. It is front-faced (roadside) and has a 

capped top. The western end of the wall (retaining wall, 36 i11ches high) is in good to fair 

condition. Sections of the wall in this area exhibit its original construction and dimensions. The 

condition of the wall deteriorates as it progresses east. The eastern end of the wall (freestanding 

wall, 12 to 18 inches high) is in poor condition, having lost most of its height. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agriculture, Commemoration) 

Stone wall (W-32) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape and the commemorative 

landscape. 

Stone wall (W-33) 

Historic Condition: A stone wall in the approximate location of stone wall (W-33) in 1775. 

A stone wall with a board rider appears in the same location as stone wall (W-33) in a c. 1900 

photograph of I<eyes pasture (see Figure 104).288 A wall in the same location is also depicted on 

the 1908 layout plan for Lowell Road. 

Existing Condition: The stone retaining wall extends along the northern boundary of Keyes 

pasture, along the south side of Liberty Street. In 1908, the stone wall continued south to Red 

(Hunt's) Bridge, rounding the comer at the Lowell Road intersection. In 1909, a significant 

portion of the Red (Hunt's) Bridge was replaced and the approach to the bridge may also have 

been improved. The section of wall along Lowell Road present in 1908 and not evident today 

may be buried under the improved approach. 1964, the town rebuilt the Red (Hunt's) Bridge. 

The new bridge was constructed just west of the historic bridge, necessitating realignment of 

Lowell Road. The old roadbed is marked by a linear opening within a young woodland. One 

opening marked by two 28-inch square-cut pillars interrupts the line of the wall. Another 

possible opening is indicated by a broken square-cut pillar, with a small section still imbedded in 

the ground. The wall is in poor condition. Only a small section appears to retain is original 

rubble construction. This section, located at the eastern end of the wall, is 36 inches wide and 

stands 18 inches (roadside) to 48 inches tall (field side). The dimensions of the remaining 

portions of the wall are significantly less. 

287 Hosmer Photographic Collection, \'1.6, Concord Free Public Library. 
288 1<1I~vL~ Photographic Collection, Box 15, MI1~L~ 24441, 1t1I1,L\ .A.rchives. 
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Evaluation: contributing (Agricultural) 

Stone wall (W-33) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Stone wall (W-34) 

Historic Condition: It is not known if a stone wall stood in the approximate location of stone 

wall (\V-34) in 1775. A stone wall in the location of stone wall (W-34) is depicted in several c. 

1875 to 1909 photographs (See Figures 54 and 105). In 1965, NPS archeologists excavating 

portions of Groton Road noted smaller stones within a 25-foot section of the wall, 170 feet from 

Liberty Street. The investigation determined the smaller rocks had been placed within a break in 

the wall to block a former opening that had allowed passage of the west branch of the Groton 

Road. During the investigation, the break in the wall was re-opened. 

A 1987 archeological investigation (Bateman site, A-08) indicates the wall opening is possibly not 

associated with the west branch of the Groton Road. The investigation uncovered evidence of 

another roadbed north of the roadbed discovered in 1965, on the opposite (west) side of stone 

wall W-34. The 1987 investigation concluded the second roadbed possibly dated to the 

eighteenth century, and indicated it might be the west branch of the Groton Road. The report 

concludes that stone wall (W-34), although it could have stood in 1775, was probably built after 

1793 when Liberty Street was built. 

Existing Condition: The thrown stone wall extends from Liberty Street to the Concord River, 

between I<eyes Pasture and the Captain David Brown houselot. It is composed primarily of 

large and medium-sized stones. The wall stands 24 to 42 inches high and 24 inches wide. It is in 

fair condition (Figure 131). One opening interrupts the line of the wall, the portion removed by 

NPS archeologists in the mid-1960s. 

Evaluation: contributing (Agricultural, Landscape Architecture) 

Stone wall (W-34) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape and the Battle Lawn estate 

landscape. 

Stone wall (W-35) 
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Historic Condition: unknown 

Existing Condition: A low stone wall extends along the southern boundary of the Battle Lawn 

estate along the Concord River (Figure 132). The wall may extend further along the river in both 

directions than indicated on Figure 83. 

Evaluation: undetermined 
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Stone wall (W-36) 

Historic Condition: Stone wall (\V-36) did not exist in 1775. A stone wall in the same location as 

stone wall (\YJ-36) is mentioned in an 1838 property deed (400:133) for the calf pasture: 

"beginning at the said bridge [Hunt's] on the east side of said road then running on said road as 

the stone wall now stands." 

Existing Condition: A short section of a stone retaining wall is located along the east side of 

Lowell Road, at the southern end of the calf pasture. The wall is not visible from Lowell Road. 

J(nown in the 1800s as the "Causeway," Lowell Road extends over the Concord River and 

adjacent wetlands subject to yearly flooding. The large section of the wall not evident today may 

be under layers of earthen-fill placed during nineteenth and twentieth-century road 

improvements.289 

Evaluation: contributing (Agricultural) 

Stone wall (W-36) is a historic feature of the agricultural landscape. 

Small-Scale Features- Monuments and Markers (see Figure 81) 

Nine monuments and markers are located within the North Bridge Unit, five near the North Bridge and 

four on Liberty Street. . 

1836 Battle Monument (M-01) 

Historic Condition: Solomon Willard, construction supervisor of the Bunker Hill Monument, 

designed the 1836 Battle Monument. The town dedicated the monument on July 4, 1837. In c. 

1869 the monument was cleaned because "it had become much stained and defaced," according 

to the 1869-1870 Concord Town Report. NPS conservators cleaned the monument in July 

1999, and :MIMA staff have cleaned and waxed the monument twice a year since then. 

Existing Condition: The 1836 Battle Monument stands on the east bank of the Concord River, 

just east of the 1956 commemorative North Bridge. Inset into the east face of the 25-foot 

granite obelisk is a slab of white marble. Inscribed in the marble is a brief account of the battle 

at the bridge. 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The 1836 Battle Monument is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

289 Lowell Road was first extended over the newly constructed Red (or Hunt's) bridge c. 1792 and the road was 
improved in 1856, 1874, and 1908, as ordered by the County Commissioners. Red Bridge was replaced in 1909, and 
again in 1964. 
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Grave of the British Soldiers (M-02) 

Historic Condition: Soon after burying two British soldiers in the Reverend Emerson's cow 

pasture (Old Manse field) following the battle at the North Bridge, local citizens reportedly 

marked the site with two small stones: one marking the head and the other the foot of the grave. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne mentions the site and the stones in his 1846 publication "Mosses from the 

Old Manse." In 1875, the town inset a small granite slab in stone wall (\V-18) overlooking the 

graves, inscribed with the words "Grave of the British Soldiers." The town replaced the original 

marker in 1910 with a large slate slab engraved with the last quatrain ofJames Russell Lowell's 

1849 poem ''Lines." 

Existing Condition: The 1910 slate tablet marking the Grave of the British Soldiers remains inset 

within stone wall ~-18), along the avenue leading to the North Bridge. Two small stones are 

embedded within the soil on top of the grave site, one measuring 13 inches and the other 7 

inches, both believed to be the stones reportedly placed c. 1775 to mark the grave. Stones within 

the wall immediately surrounding the slate tablet are set in mortar, possibly a recent repair. 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The Grave of the British Soldiers is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

Concord Fight Marker (M-03) 

Historic Condition; In 1925, a wooden sign titled "Concord Fight" was erected adjacent to the 

eastern abutment (north side) of the 1909 commemorative North Bridge. The sign, a 

predecessor of the extant Concord Fight Marker, included a battle narrative written by local 

historian Allen French (Figure 133). In 1955, Concord replaced the sign with a cast bronze 

tablet set in a granite boulder. The French narrative that appears on the original sign was 

inscribed in raised letters on the bronze tablet. 

Existing Condition: The Concord Fight Marker stands just north of the 1836 Batde Monument, 

in front of stone wall ~-19) bordering the north side of the avenue leading to the North Bridge. 

The marker consists of a bronze tablet mounted on a 54-inch uncut granite boulder (Figure 134). 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The Concord Fight Marker is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 
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Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation 

The Minute Man statue (M-04) 

Historic Condition: Local sculptor Daniel C. French designed The Ivfinute Man statue. The 

statue was cast in bronze from ten pieces of condemned brass cannons supplied by the United 

States Congress. The monument was unveiled during the centennial celebration in 1875. In 
1975) the NPS re-created the statue in plaster. The plaster casts are kept safe incase tl1e original 

statue is damaged or destroyed.290 NPS conservators cleaned the statue in July 1999, and MIMA 

staff have cleaned and waxed the statue twice a year since then. 

Existing Condition: The Ivfinute Man statue is located just west of the 1956 commemorative 

North Bridge. The 7-foot bronze statue of the "embattled farmer" stands on a 7-foot granite 

pedestal. The f1tst stanza of Ralph Waldo Emerson's ''Concord Hymn" is inscribed on the 

eastern side of the granite pedestal and the text "1775/Nineteenth of April/1875" is inscribed on 

the western side. 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The Minute Man statue is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Marker (M-05) 

Historic Condition: In 1975, the Captain David Hosmer Chapter of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution erected the DAR Monument on the western side of the 1956 

commemorative North Bridge, to memorialize the sacrifice of Captain Issac Davis and Private 

Abner Hosmer, two minutemen from the Acton company who died during the battle at the 

North Bridge. Historic accounts from the 1820s-1870s indicate the location where Davis and 

Hosmer died during the battle at the North Bridge was known locally, and by c. 1850 the site was 

marked informally with a stone. In Mosses from the Old Manse (1846), Nathaniel Hawthorne noted 

"Old people, who dwell hereabouts, will point out the very spots, on the western bank, where 

our countrymen fell and died."291 A quote attributed to Ralph Waldo Emerson at the fiftieth 

anniversary celebration in 1850 described the site where the two men fell: "A little bush that 

marks the spot where Capt. Davis fell - 'Tis the burning bush where God spoke for his 

people."292 The c. 1850 engraving "View of the Battle. Ground at Concord, Massachusetts" 

depicts a small white object, possibly the stone, next to what appears to be a small bush, possibly 

the burning bush noted by Emerson in his speech (see Figure 17). Local historian Ruth Wheeler 

identified the stone in 1964 as a "small granite marker ... placed on the field in 1850 to mark 

290 Roise et al., i \dministrative History, p. 140-141 . 
29l Hawthorne, Mosses from the Old Manse, p. 6. 
292 "Celebration of the 19th ..~.\pril, '75,"Concord Gazette & Middlesex Yeoman, ..~.\pril23~ 1825. 
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the spot where Isaac David felL" 293 The "Proceedings at the Centennial Celebration of Concord 

Fight," published in 1876, identified the burning bush as an "old sprouting apple-stump." 294 

Existing Condition: The DAR Marker is located west of The Minute :tvfan statue, on the north 

side of the path leading to the North Bridge Visitor Center. The marker consists of a 36-inch 

uncut granite boulder with an aluminum tablet (Figure 135). 

Evaluation: non-contributing 

The DAR Marker post-dates the Commemorative period of significance (1836-1959). 

John Buttrick Bas-Relief Monument (M-06) 

Historic Condition: In 1915, the town of Concord inset the John Buttrick Bas-Relief Monument 

within stone wall f0-V-29) owned by Stedman Buttrick II, on the south side of Liberty Street 

bordering the Buttrick estate. Daniel Chester French, who also sculpted The Minute Man statue, 

designed the monument. In 1916, Buttrick granted the land occupied by the monument to the 

town, for "consideration paid." 

Existing Condition: The John Buttrick Bas-Relief Monument stands on the south side of Liberty 

Street, along a curve in stone wall (W-29) where Liberty Street intersects with Estabrook Road. 

The monument includes an 8-foot tall rectangular slab with an inset bronze panel, flanked by 5-

foot granite seats. The bronze panel features a full-length figure of Major John Buttrick in high 

relief. The monument and seats are inset into stone wall ~-29). 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The John Buttrick Bas-Relief Monument is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

Mile Marker (M-07) 

Historic Condition: unknown 

Existing Condition: The Mile Marker stands on a small grass island at the intersection of Liberty 

Street and Estabrook Road. The cut granite marker measures 24 inches x 6 inches x 8 inches 

(Figure 136). 

Evaluation: undetermined 

293 Wheeler, c'North Bridge N eighbors," p. 37. 
29~ Proceedings at the Centennial Celebration, p. 16. 
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Figure 135. Daughters of the American Re,·olution (DAR) 1\huker, 2002. (OCLP) 

Line of ~brch ~Ltrkcr (M-08) 

Htstunc Condmon: ·tnc marker m~ty datt> to the rum of the twentieth CCJltuf) • ..\itcr becoming 

the fir:.t pr(:~iucm nf t.lw Cnncnru chapter nf 1 he Chtldrcn of the .-\mencnn Rt:\'olution • .. 

otT--hoor ol Daughter:; oi the \menc:m Rt•,·olunon) "Old North Bndge Soctt.:'l) ·· in 1885. Lull 

Emily :-.:o, c (gn.-at gn.-at gram] daughtt·r of C .tptam 1 ~aac D.t\'i') =-urn-ycd the.' routL from 

Captain ls.;;ac Davi~'..: hou'c 111 \cton to tht 1\.nrtl Rnd~c. In 1960, !'cvcnty-thc Bo\ "couts and 

Girl Scout n trnce thl· "un·c} c:d rl')Ute. rcit rn.d tc, a-:. the "lint· of march.''.!'J~ 

l.xtstm~ Condi tion: ·nw l.im.· of ~b.rch :\hrkcr stand" on n ~mall gras:. tslnnd at the imcrH·ction 

ofl..Jixm ~trlCt and Esrnbrook Road. The cut t,tt"arute marker mea::oure:- -2 inche~ x 24 inchc x 

- inchc:. I tg.tn.· 1 r). 

215 



Culruml Land ca1w R~·port for North Bnd~t.' l nit. l\lu1uh. ~I an ~aunnal Hisroncal P:lrk 

fjgure 136. ~We Marker, 2002. (OCLP) Figure 137. Line ofM.;uch Mark~t, 2002. 
(OCLP) 

Muster Fscld l\{nnumcnt (l\I-09) 
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Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation 

Small Scale Features- Miscellaneous (see Figure 81) 

Stone slab- Elisha Jones house (F-01) 

Historic Condition: The following quote may refer to the stone slab located on the Elisha Jones 

house: 

"This stone formed a portion of a row which were used as stepping stones when 
the water was high on the causeway, and it was identified by certain stains which 

. " appear on 1t. 

The Concord Guide Book, 1880 

The quote refers to an artifact from the battle at the North Bridge collected by JohnS. Keyes, 
owner of the Elisha Jones house in 1880. 

Existing Condition: The rectangular granite slab is located adjacent to a stone retaining wall 
north of the Elisha Jones house. It measures 20 inches wide x 132 inches long x 6 inches deep. 

Evaluation: Undetermined 

Stone wellhead- Elisha Jones houselot (F-02) 

Historic Condition: According to John Shepard Keyes, local historian and owner of the Elisha 

Jones house in the latter half of the nineteenth-century, Elisha Jones planted a willow tree near 

an old well in front of the shed door.296 His account may indicate the extant well was present in 

1775. 

Existing Condition: The wellhead is located in the lawn in front of the Elisha Jones house. The 

stone wellhead measures approximately 48 inches wide x 60 inches long x 6 inches deep and has 

a 14-inch diameter circle cut in the center of the stone. The hole is filled with leaf litter and 

cobble stones. 

Evaluation: undetermined 

Stone wellheads- Major John Buttrick houselot (F-03, F-04) 

Historic Condition: unknown 

Existing Condition: Two stone well heads are located on the Major John Buttrick houselot. The 

first wellhead is located in the lawn off the southeast comer of the Major John Buttrick house 

(F-03). The wellhead measures approximately 36 inches wide x 36 inches long and is partially 

296 Keyes, "Houses and Owners," p. 40. 
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covered by grass and moss. A hole measuring about 18 inches in diameter is cut in the center of 

the stone. A large, flat rock covers the wellhead (Figure 138). The second wellhead (F-04) is 

located in front of the Major John Buttrick house garage. A mature barberry growing on top of 

the wellh·ead blocks a clear view of the feature_; however, it appears' to be similar in nature to the 

other stone wellhead located on the Maj-or John Buttrick houselot. 

Evaluation: non..-evaluated 

Stone wellheads -Ephraim and/ or Willard Buttrick house( s) site (F-05, F-06) 

Historic Condition: Both wells were excavated in 1968 under the direction of Archeologist 

Cordelia Thomas Snow. Snow believed the eastern well (F-05) may have been the well 

mentioned as one of the bounds for the Willard Buttrick house in the 1786 deed transferring 

property ownership. Artifacts recovered from the well indicate the well was filled sometim_e after 

1900, possibly during or after the Buttrick mansion was built. 

Snow believed well (F-06) was in the wrong location to have been a boundary marker indicated 

on: the 17.86 deed. However, artifacts recovered from the well date to the early nineteen century, 

indicating it may have been filled earlier than well (F-05).297 

Existing Condition: The circular well heads are lined by large rocks and covered with metal 

grates (Figure 139). 

Evaluation: Contributing (Agriculture) 

The well heads are historic features of the agricultural landscape. 

Culverts on Liberty Street (F-07, F~08) 

Historic Condition: During fiscal year 1901-1902, Concord rebuilt the cUlvert at the eastern end 

of Liberty Street (F-07), "it having fallen in and stopped up the brook."298 

Existing_ Condition: Two culverts are located on Liberty Street, one at the eastern end (F-07) of 

the street (mentioned above) and another at the western end (F-08) of the street. Both culverts 

have fieldstone heads and fieldstone side walls (Figure 140). 

Evaluation: undetermined. 

297 Linda _t\. Towl~ and Darcie .L\. 11aclVfanon, eds., ":i\rcheological Collections ~fanagement at :Wiinute 1tfan 
National Historical Park, 1,'fassachusetts," \Tol. 4, .A.C:NIP Series 4 (Boston: National Park Service, North i\dantic 
Regional Office, Division of Cultural Resources,, 1986), p. 71. 
298 Concord Town Report, 1901-1902. 
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Figure 140. Stone cuhen (F-08) on Libert) Street, 2002. (OCLP) 
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Fi~re 141. View· outheast tOW.lt't.b pre-I~ ~CJlt or Lowell Road (center) during spring flood, 
Marc h 15, 1936. ote the t.llJ -.tone marker on the south sule of Libert) treet (right). Also depicted in 
the photograph is the ~hawtuck Canoe-House (distance, left center), otnd lhe George Keye!'. bo.uhou!.e 
(dJ l.llncc, center). (P;Ulorami' Views, Box 2, Concord Free Public Libr.&l)) 

Figure 1-U. Srone marker on Libctl)' Street, 2002. (OCLP) 
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The 11inute Man statue fencing (F-10) 

Historic Condition: In c. 1875, two iron fence panels and an iron gate originally located at the 

entrance to the battleground (I\{onument Street) and four iron fence panels that originally 

surrounded the base of the 1836 Battle Monument were repositioned around the western edge of 

the quarter-acre landform under The Minute Man statue. The Concord Town Report for 1875-

1876 indicates the town paid $188.22 "for labor resetting iron fence, and for granite posts and 

freight for the same." 

The two panels and the iron gate that originally stood at the entrance to the battleground date to 

the 1840s. The Concord Town Report for 1846-1847 indicates the town paid sixty dollars "for 

iron for a fence and for making the same,'' and the Concord Town Report for 1847-1848 states 

the town paid twenty dollars "for four stone posts and setting, for the iron fence."299 The four 

panels repositioned from around the base of the 1836 Battle Monument date to at least the 

1850s. The fencing appears in a c. 1852 engraving and an 1859 stereoscopic view of the 

monument.300 

In the 1960s, the NPS removed one of the fence panels surrounding the quarter-acre landform 

to open access from the monument to the North Bridge Visitor Center, along the newly laid 

Groton Road trail. It was one of the four panels that originally surrounded the base of the 1836 

Battle Monument. 

Existing Condition: The fence consists of three of the four iron fence panels that originally stood 

around the base of the 1836 Battle Monument, each measuring over 19 feet in length; two iron 

fence panels measuring about 7 1/ 2 feet in length that originally stood at the entrance to the 

Battleground; and an iron gate consisting of two panels just over 5 feet in length that also 

originally stood at the entrance to the Battleground (Figure 143). The seven iron fence panels 

are connected by squared granite pillars, four measure 18 inches wide by 18 inches deep and two 

measure 12 inches wide by 12 inches deep. The pillars vary in height from 48 inches to 68 

inches above ground. The bottoms of several iron panels are in poor condition, due to rust 

caused by prolonged contact with deposited soil. 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemorative) 

The fencing is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

299 Concord Town Reports, 1846-184 7, 184 7-1848. 
300 H. F. Walling, ''Nlap of the Town of Concord," 1852; Stereoscopic view of the 1836 Battle :rvfonument (H!vfLFP, 
Box 10, .Nll1f.A 13829, 1tii!vLt\. .A.rchives. 
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Base of the 1836 Battle Monument (F-12) 

Historic Condition: The 1836 Battle Monutnent was erected on top of an earthen mound 

approximately 3 feet tall It was originally surrounded by four iron fence panels. In c. 1875 the 

town removed the four panels and repositioned them around quarter-acre landform under The 

Minute Man statue, and placed four small granite "comer buffers" around the base of the 

rounded mound. Historic photographs from the 1800s and early 1900s depict a grass-covered 

mound under the statue. In 1909, during the same year the concrete 1909 commemorative 

North Bridge was constructed, the town squared the base of the monument and installed 

concrete curbing around its perimeter. Four small cedar trees were planted on the mound in 

1915, one in each comer. Photographs taken c. 1920s do not depict the cedars, indicating they 

were removed soon after planting. In 1958, the town replaced the concrete curbing with granite 

curbing and installed rectangular granite slabs around the base of the monument to create a 

"narrow path."301 At the same time, the town constructed a "simple set of steps" leading up the 

e~stem side of the mound (Figure 144). 

Existing Condition: The small earthen mound under the 1836 Battle Monument rises 

approximately 30 inches to the base of the monument. The surface of the mound is packed soil. 

The granite curbing, rectangular slab, and stairs mention above are also extant. 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The base of the 1836 Battle Monument is a historic feature of the commemorative landscape. 

A comparison of existing conditions and historic photographs indicates the height of the mound 

under the monument has significantly decreased, due in part to erosion and possibly from 

periodic applications of gravel on the roadbed surrounding the monument. 

Base of The Minute Man statue (F-13) 

Historic Condition: The Minute Man statue was erected in 1875 on top of an earthen mound, 

approximately 3 feet tall. The town placed four small granite "comer buffers" around the base 

of the rounded mound. Historic photographs from the late 1800s and early 1900s depict a grass­

covered mound under the statue. In 1909, during the same year the concrete 1909 

commemorative North Bridge was constructed, the town squared the base of the statue and 

installed concrete curbing around the perimeter. In 1958, the town replaced the concrete 

curbing with granite curbing, and installed granite slabs around the base of the monument to 

"create a narrow path."302 A couple of granite slabs were also placed on the east and the west 

sides of the mound, between the granite curbing and the base of the statue. In 1958, the mound 

stood only 12 inches high and foot traffic had removed grass from its surface (Figure 145).303 

301 Concord Town Report, 1958. 
302 Ibid. . 
303 Ibid. 
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Existing Condition: The small earthen mound under The Minute Man statue rises approximately 

12 inches to_ the bas-e of the statue. The surface of the mound is packed dirt. The granite 

curbing and rectangular slabs mention above are also extant 

Evaluation: contributing (Commemoration) 

The base of The 1V1inute Man statue is a hi~ to ric feature of the commemorative landscape. A 

comparison of existing conditions and historic photographs indicates the height of the mound 

under the monument has significantly decreas·ed, partially because of erosion, and possibly from 

periodic applications of gravel on the roadbed_ surrounding the monument. 
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Views and Vistas 

Historic Condition: The openness of the 1775 landscape allowed expansive views across the 

battleground and from the battleground to the center of town. Colonial and British soldiers in 

the vicinity of the North Bridge on April19, 1775 were within view of each other, as they 

maneuvered and positioned themselves across the landscape. As colonials gathered on Captain 

David Brown's cow pasture (Muster Field) they spied smoke rising from the center of town, 

sparking the batde at the North Bridge. For much of the nineteenth century continued farming 

protected major views across the battleground. 

Vegetation associated with the commemorative landscape began to subtly change views across 

the battleground. In 1838, local citizens planted double rows of trees along the avenue leading to 

the 1836 Battle Monument, and by the early 1900s a few small trees and shrubs encircled the 

base of the quarter-acre landform under The Minute Man statue (Figure 146). By the 1920s, a 

low Japanese barberry hedge flanked by a taller deciduous hedge bordered the circular path on 

top of the landform. The tall hedge blocked views west from the statue. Remnants of the 

barberry hedge survived into the 1990s. 

Formal plantings associated with the Battle Lawn estate and the Buttrick estate in the late 1800s 

and early 1900s also shortened views across the battleground. Both estates planted specimen 

trees along Liberty Street and around their mansions. By the early 1900s, a line of mature 

evergreens planted in the 1880s along the boundary of the two estates blocked views between 

the commemorative landscape and Liberty Street (Figure 147). Aerial photographs indicate the 

row of evergreens was removed between 1943 and 1954; however, the view continued to be 

blocked by the maturing specimen trees planted on both estates. 

Historic photographs depict an open view from the Battle Lawn mansion across the Concord 

River (See Figures 52 and 54). Views from the Buttrick estate are noted on the 1923 

"Preliminary Plan of Gardens" for Stedman Buttrick, prepared by Landscape Architect Harold 

Hill Blossom.312 Blossom notes important views east from the upper garden towards the 

Concord River and views south and southeast from the lower garden overlook ''of meadows of 

river and church towers.'' Included in the view from the lower garden would have been the 

1909 commemorative North Bridge, the 1836 Battle Monument, and The Minute Man statue. 

Photographs from the 1950s and 1960s indicate views remained open from the mansion and the 

gardens to the river and the commemorative landscape until at least the mid-twentieth century 

(Figures 148-149). 

312 The quote is located on the original drawing located in the !vfllVL\ ..~.\rchives, ~1I1'vL.\ 24473. It is not present on 
the 1964 NPS tracing of the original drawing depicted in Figure 58. 
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Figure 146. Po<ttc.trd v1ew ~outbeMt of vegetation surroundmg The Minute Man starue, cop) right 1904. 
(pm""ate coUection) 

Figure 147. V~t~w wec;t of manue c,·ergreen row (distance) blocking ,;C\'\ from The Minute Man starue, 
pre-1909. '\.lso depicted in the distance 1s the roof line and crumne~ of the B.mlc Lawn mansion (right of 
!ita rue). (C.tStJ(.' PhOtogr~phic Collecbon, 1 1.5, Concord Free Public Libr .. uy) 
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Flt!'\ln! 14S. VaC\\ uuthcast lrom the 8unnck lo,\er eurdcn O\Crlook Hmardo, the commemorative 
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Chapter 3: Analysis & Evaluation 

Existing Condition: Views across the battleground significant to the battle at the North Bridge are 

blocked by mature tree growth. Although several fields are actively farmed and a few more are routinely 

mowed, tree growth within the estate landscapes and within the un-maintained agricultural fields visually 

blocks historic views. Specific battleground views affected by mature tree growth include 

the view between the North Bridge and the Muster Field (Figure 150) 

the view between the North Bridge and the location of the east branch of the 

Groton Road 

the view between the North Bridge and the location of the west branch of the 

Groton Road (Figure 151), and 

the views between the Groton Road causeway and the British flank positions in the 

fields on the eastern side of the river, adjacent to Groton Road. 

Views west from The Minute Man statue are no longer foreshortened by tall hedges. Only a few 

trees encircle the western edge of the quarter-acre landform under the statue. The scattered trees 

allow flltered views west, similar to those present in the early 1900s. 

The view from the site of the Battle Lawn mansion towards the Concord River is blocked by 

mature tree growth along the river. 

Views from the Buttrick mansion toward the Concord River, and views east, south, and 

southeast from the Buttrick gardens are blocked by mature tree growth. 

Evaluation: non-contributing (Military), contributing (Commemoration), non-contributing 

(Landscape Architecture) 

Blocked views across the battleground are not historic features of the 1775 landscape. The 

filtered view west from The Minute Man statue is a historic feature of the commemorative 

landscape. Blocked views across the Concord River from the Battle Lawn estate and blocked 

views from Buttrick estate toward the Concord River and the commemorative landscape are not 

historic features of the estate landscape. 
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Figure 150 \ t~'' -.outhl'd..'>l from the Mu~tt"r Fat'ld tn\\otrd" thr 19:>6 C'ommt"mnr>lth ro onh Bridgt', 2002. 
\'ie\\ ... of the b-.mle,ountl an: blocked h) roilUtrc C\ ctgrec:n ... 1!11)\\'mg. (OCLP) 

Fi•rure 1.51. \?i~ '"~ t from the 1956 commcmor-.ame '!'\unh Brid~ tow:ard the Mu~oter Field and the \\t: 1 

br.anch of the Grotun Ro;u.l. 2002. Yte,.,. blocked b\ tree:. .1nd hrub ~\\'"Ull! 10 the: "'euand ~o~ the 
Concord Ri' er. (OCLP) 
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Table 2: SUMMARY OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS AND FEATURES 
NORTH BRIDGE UNIT, MINUTE MAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS CLR#* LCS# MILITARY: AGRICULTURE: COMMEMORATION: LANDSCAPE 
AND FEATURES Battle at the North Bridge 1635 to 1959 Battle at the North Bridge ARCHITECTURE: 

April19, 1775 1836-1959 Estate landscapes 1879-1959 

Topography and Hydrology 
General site topography & hydrology Contributing Contributing Contributing Contributing 
Quarter-acre landform under The Minute Man statue Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Topographic alterations- Battle Lawn estate Non-contributing Non-contributing N on-contributing Contributing 
Topographic alterations- Stedman Buttrick estate Non-contributing Non-contributing N on-contributing Contributing 

Spatial Organization 
Agricultural landscape spatial organization Non-contributing Contributing Contributing Contributing 
Commemorative landscape spatial organization Con tribu ring Non-contributing Contributing Non -con tribu ring_ 
Battle Lawn estate spatial organization Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
Stedman Buttrick estate spatial organization Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing 

Circulation 
Monument Street 

South of avenue leading to the North Bridge C-01 Contributing Contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
• 

North of avenue leading to the North Bridge C-02 Non-contributing Contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Monument Street parking lot C-03 Non-con tribu ring Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Avenue leading to the North Bridge C-04 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Circular drive around The Minute Man statue C-05 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing . Non-contributing 
Groton Road trail C-06 Non -contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Liberty Street 

eastern section (Estabrook Road to Flint field) C-07 Contributing ' Contributing Contributing Contributing 
western sect1on C-08 Contributing Contributing Contributing Contributing 
center secuon C-09 Non-contributing Contributing Contributing Contributing 

Buttrick estate entrance drive (extant section) C-10 Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
Buttrick estate service drive C-11 Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
Buttrick estate garden paths C-12 Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
North Bridge Visitor Center parking lot C-13 Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Battle Lawn estate drive C-14 Non-contributing • Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing 

. 

Ve etation 
South field VG-01 

' 
Secondary forest and brush U ndeterrnined Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees bordering stone walls Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Sargent field VG-02 
Remnant orchard Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Open field Contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees bordering stone walls) Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
2Qth century Residential vegetation Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Secondary forest and brush Non-contributing Non-contributing Non -contributing Non-contributing 

-
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS CLR#* LCS# MILITARY: AGRICULTURE: COMMEMORATION: LANDSCAPE 
AND FEATURES Battle at the North Bridge 1635 to 1959 Battle at the North Bridge

1 
ARCHITECTURE: 

April19, 1775 1836-1959 I Estate landscapes 1879-1959 

Elisha Jones houselot VG-03 
Remnant orchard Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Open field Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non -contributing 
Mature shade trees around house Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees along Monument Street Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Residential vegetation Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Poplar Hill VG-04 
Secondarv forest Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing Non -contributing 

' 
Mature shade trees bordering stone walls Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Old Manse houselot VG-05 
Open field Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature trees around house and along the entrance Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non -contributing 
drive 

' 

Mature trees bordering stone walls Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Ornamental vegetation Non-contributing . Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Old Manse field VG-06 
Open field Contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Remnant orchard Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees along Monument Street Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Allee VG-07 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Trees adjacent to the North Bridge VG-08 Non-contributing 

' 
Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 

Simmons houselot VG-09 
Open field Contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non -contributing 
Secondarv forest and brush Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

' 
Residential & NPS vegetation Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees bordering Monument Street Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non -contributing 

Double row of arborvitae VG-10 Non-contributing Non-contributing Undetermined Non-contributing 
Honeysuckle Island VG-11 

Secondary forest and brush Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature silver maple (60-inch diameter trunk) Non-contributing Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees bordering stone walls Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Remnant orchard Undetermined ' Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Monument Street parking lot VG-12 
Mature shade trees within the parking lot Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-Contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees bordering Monument Street Non-contributing Contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees bordering Great Meadows Road Non-contributing 

' 
Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing 

Parcel north of Monument Street parking lot VG-13 
' 

Secondary forest and brush Non-contributing ' Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees bordering Monument Street Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Flint field VG-14 
Open field Contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Remnant orchard (seedlings and/or suckers) Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Secondary forest and brush (along swale) Non-contributing ' Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees in field Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees along Monument and Liberty Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Streets 
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS CLR#* LCS# MILITARY: AGRICULTURE: COMMEMORATION: LANDSCAPE 
AND FEATURES Battle at the North Bridge 1635 to 1959 Battle at the North Bridge ARCHITECTURE: 

April19, 1775 1836-1959 Estate landscapes 1879-1959 

Major John Buttrick houselot VG-15 
Open field Contributing 

' 
Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Remnant orchard Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Secondary forest and brush Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees around house Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade tree along Estabrook Road Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Buttrick farm VG-16 
Open field Contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Remnant orchard Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Secondary forest and brush (along river) Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Residential trees and shrubs (Stedman Buttrick estate) Non -contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
Ornamental gardens (Stedman Buttrick estate) Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
Mature shade trees along Liberty Street Non-contributing Contributing N on-contributin_g_ Contributing 

Captain David Brown houselot VG-17 
Open field Contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Secondary forest and brush Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Residential trees and shrubs (Battle Lawn estate) Non-contributing Non -contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
Mature sugar maples along stone wall (\'V-34) Non-contributing I Contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
Ornamental garden (Stedman Buttrick estate) Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
Mature shade trees along Liberty Street Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Contributing 

Muster Field VG-18 
Open field Contributing ' Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Secondary forest and brush (along perimeter) Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade and evergreen trees in the field Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees along Liberty Street Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Keyes pasture VG-19 ' 

Secondary forest and brush Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature sugar maples along stone wall (\'V-34) Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Mature shade trees along Libertv Street Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Calf pasture VG-20 
Patch of tall grass along edge of river Contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Secondary forest and brush Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Buildings and Structures 
Elisha Tones house B-01 000924 Contributing ' Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Old Manse B-02 Contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Old Manse outbuildings B-03 Undetermined Undetermined Non -contributing Non-contributing 
Old Manse boathouse B-04 Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
1956 commemorative North Bridge B-05 000945 Non-contributing ' Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 

' 
North Bridge comfort station B-06 Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Major John Buttrick house B-07 000932 Contributing Contributing N on-contributin_g Non-contributing 
Buttrick garage B-08 040235 Non-contributing Non -contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Buttrick mansion B-09 040024 Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
Caretaker' cottage B-10 040025 Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing_ Contributing 
Carriage house B-11 040026 Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing 

' 
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS CLR#* LCS# MILITARY: AGRICULTURE: COMMEMORATION: LANDSCAPE 
AND FEATURES Battle at the North Bridge 1635 to 1959 Battle at the North Bridge ARCHITECTURE: 

April19, 1775 1836-1959 Estate landscapes 1879-1959 

Archeological Sites 
' 

Keyes Bam foundation A-01 Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
John Flint site A-02 Undetermined Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Joseph Derby barn foundation A-03 040249 Non-contributing Contributing N on-contribu ring Non-contributing 
(NR Documentation refers to site as the John Buttrick 
foundation) 
Ephraim and/ or Willard Buttrick house(s) site A-04 000939 Con tribu ring Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Groton Road site- west of the North Bridge 

East Branch A-05 Contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
\Vest Branch A-06 Undetermined Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Groton Road site- east of the North Bridge A-07 Undetermined Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Thomas Brown house site A-08 Contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Bateman site A-09 Undetermined Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Small Scale Features ' 

STONE WALLS 
South field (south) W-01 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
South field/Monument Street W-02 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
South field/Sargent field W-03 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Sargent field/Monument Street W-04 Undetermined Con tri bu ring Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Elisha Tones houselot/Monument Street W-05 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Elisha Jones houselot -garden retaining walls W-06 040196 Non-contributing Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing 

' 

Elisha Jones houselot/Poplar Hill W-07-08 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Sargent Field/Old Manse houselot W-09 Undetermined Con tribu ring Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Old Manse houselot (west) W-10 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Old Manse houselot/Old Manse field W-11 

western 2/3rd section Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
eastern 1 / 3rd section Non-contributing Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Old Manse field/Monument Street W-12 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Popular Hill/Monument. Street & Great. Meadows W-13 
Road 

along Monument Street Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
' 

along Great Meadows Road Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Poplar Hill (northern bounda_ry) W-14 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Monument Street parking lot/Great Meadows Rd.) W-15 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Monument Street parking lot/Monument Street W-16 Non -con tribu ring Undetermined contributing Non-contributing 

Parcel north of Monument Street parking lot/ W-17 Non-contributing Non -con tribu ring Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Monument Street 
Avenue leading to the bridge (southern wall) W-18 Non-contributing Contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Avenue leading to the bridge (north wall) W-19 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Simmons houselot/Monument Street W-20 Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Honeysuckle Island/ Concord Canoe Club property W-21 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Concord Canoe Club property/Simmons houselot W-22 Non-contributing Undetermined Non-contributing l Non-contributing 
Flint Field W-23 Non -con tribu ring Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

. 

,, 
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS CLR#* LCS# MILITARY: AGRICULTURE: COMMEMORATION: LANDSCAPE 
AND FEATURES Battle at the North Bridge 1635 to 1959 Battle at the North Bridge ARCHITECTURE: Estate 

April19, 1775 1836-1959 landscapes 
1879-1959 

Major John Buttrick houselot/Libertv Street (east) W-24 Non-contributing Contributing Non -contributing Non-contributing 
Liberty Street (crossing eastern culvert, north side) W-25 Non -contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Major John Buttrick houselot/Estabrook road W-26 Non-contributing_ Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Major John Buttrick houselot/Cedar Way W-27 Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Liberty Street (crossing eastern culvert, south side) W-28 Non -contributing Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Liberty Street/Buttrick farm (Stedman Buttrick estate) W-29 Non-contributing Contributing Contributing Contributing 
-eastern section 
Liberty Street/Buttrick farm (Stedman Buttrick estate) W-30 Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Contributing 

-western section 
Liberty Street/Capt. David Brown houselot (Battle W-31 Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
Lawn estate) 
Muster Field/ Liberty Street W-32 Non-contributing Contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Liberty Street/Keyes Pasture W-33 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Capt. David Brown houselot (Battle Lawn estate)/ W-34 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Contributing 
Keyes Pasture ' 

Concord River W-35 Undetermined Undetermined Non-contributing Undetermined 
Calf pasture/Lowell road W-36 Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

MONUMENTS & MARKERS ' 

1836 Battle Monument M-01 006543 Non -contributing Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Grave of the British Soldiers M-02 006544 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Concord Fight Marker M-03 040261 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
The Minute Man statue M-04 006545 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
DAR Marker M-05 040262 Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
John Buttrick Bas-Relief Monument M-06 040260 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
1-'file Marker M-07 Non-contributing Non-contributing Undetermined Non-contributing 
Line of March Marker M-08 Non-contributing Non-contributing Undetermined Non-contributing 
Muster Field Monument M-09 040266 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 

MISCELLANEOUS Sl\1ALL SCALE FEATURES 
Stone slab on the Elisha Jones houselot F-01 Undetermined Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Stone wellhead on the Elisha Jones houselot F-02 040197 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Stone wellheads on the Major John Buttrick houselot 

wellhead (east of the house) F-03 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
wellhead (south of the garage) F-04 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Stone wellheads adjacent to the Ephraim and/ or 
Willard Buttrick house(s) site 

wellhead (east) F-05 Undetermined Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 
wellhead (west) F-06 Undetermined 

' 
Contributing Non-contributing Non-contributing 

Culvert on Liberty Street (east) F-07 040250 Undetermined Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Culvert on Liberty Street (west) F-08 Undetermined Undetermined Non-contributing Non-contributing 
Stone marker on Liberty Street F-09 Non-contributing Undetermined Non-contributing 

' 
Non-contributing 

The Minute Man statue fencing F-10 040204 N on-contributin_g_ Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
Grave of the British Soldiers Monument fencing F-11 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing I Non-contributing 
Base of the 1836 Battle Monument F-12 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing I Non-contributing I 

Base of The Minute Man statue F-13 Non-contributing Non-contributing Contributing Non-contributing 
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS 
AND FEATURES 

Views and Vistas 
Views across the battleground, significant to the battle at 
the North Bridge. 

Views west from The Minute Man Statue 

View from the site of the Battle Lawn mansion towards 
the Concord River 
Views from the Buttrick mansion and gardens towards 
the Concord River and bevond. 

CLR#* LCS# MILITARY: 
Battle at the North Bridge 
April19, 1775 

Non-contributing (blocked views) 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

AGRICULTURE: 
1635 to 1959 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

*The !viiMA North Bridge Unit CLR feature identification numbers include two components: feature type, and individual feature number. 

Feature Types: 
Topography 
Circulation 
Vegetation 
Views and vistas 
Buildings and structures 
Archeological Sites 
Small Scale Features: 

T 
c 
VG 
vw 
B 
A 

Stone walls \'V 
Monuments and markers M 
Misc. small-scale features F 

COMMEMORATION: 
Battle at the North Bridge 
1836-1959 

N/A 

Contributing 

N/A 

N/A 

LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE: 
Estate landscapes 1879-1959 

N/A 

N/A 

Non-contributing (blocked views) 

Non-contributing (blocked views) 
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Chapter 4: Treatment Recommendations 

CHAPTER 4: TREATMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

In accordance \vith NPS policy, the CLR serves as the primary supporting document to guide the 

treatment of a cultural landscape and is required before major intervention. Chapter 4 integrates the 

fmclings of the three ptevious chapters into a long-term treatment strategy for the North Bridge Unit. 

The chapter discusses treatment alternatives. and implications, outlines a treatment philosophy and 

approach, and provides guidelines for site rehabilitatio~, the recommended treatment The overall goal is 

to reinforce the National Park Service's tradition of providing a philosophical basis for the responsible 

stewardship of cultural landscapes as outlined in National Park Service Cultural Resource Management Gutdeline 

(1997) and The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for the 

Treatment of Cultural Landscapes (1996). 

The treatment recommendations included in this report support the mission of the park to "preserve for 

the, b'enefit of the American people certain historic structures and properties of outstanding national 

significance associated with the War of the Am_erican Revolution (Public Law 86-321)." The 

recommendations incorporate proposed resource treatment included within the March 2003 Title I 

Report ''Save Historic Resources and Provide Safe Access, North Bridge, Minute Man National 

Historical Park, Concord, Massachusetts" prepared by Carol R. Johnson Associates (CRJA) in association 

with Bargmann Hendrie+ Archetype and Childs Engineering Corporation. Historical data obtained 

during the preparation of this CLR informed the CRJA Title I Report. Both reports were funded under 

line item project PMIS #29906 '~Save Historic Resources and Provide Safe Access to the North Bridge.'' 

TREATMENT ALTERNATIVES AND IMPLICATIONS 

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Treatment ofHistorir Prop~rties with Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural 

Landscapes identifies four possible treatments for historic landscapes: preservation, rehabilitation, 

restoration, and reconstruction. A definition and implications for each treatment are summarized below. 

• PRESERVATION: Sustaining the existingform, integrity, and materials of a proper(]. 

This approach prescribes the maintenance and repair of the North Bridge Unit landscape 

features in their current condition. It would allow the limited replacement of existing 

features in kind, yet would not permit removal of non-historic features, re-creation of 

missing historic features, or the addition of new features deemed necessary for the continued 

use of the landscape. Preservation would not allow recreation of missing features, such as 

open fields, orchards or the east branch of the Groton Road; therefore, it is not a 

recommended treatment for the North Bridge Unit. 
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RESTORA TlON: A(:cura.te!J depi(;ting thejorm, .features, and tharacter of a property as it appeared dun·ng a 
particular period. 

This ~pproach would require depiction of the North Bridge Unit at a certain date or period 

of time, most likely 1959, the end of the period of significance as defme.d by 2002 National 

Register Documentation. It would require removal of non-restoration period features and 

re-creation of missing restoration period features. It would not allow the addition of new 

features deemed necessary for the continued use of the landscape. Restoration to April 19, 

1775 would require the removal of Liberty Street, a portion of Monument Street, and 

significant commemorative features, therefore, it is not a recommended treatment for the 

North Bridge Unit. 

• REHABILITATION: Compatible use of a property through repair,. alterations, and additions while 
preseroing significant bistoricalftatttres. 
This approach would allow changes which improve the utility or function of the North 

Bridge Unit while preserving those portions or features that are important in defining its 

significance. It would allow the replacement of existing features in kind or a suitable 

substitute, removal _of non-historic features, re-creation of significant missing historic 

features_, and the addition of new features deemed necessary for the continued use, of the 

landscape. 

• RECONSTRUCTION: Depicting, by means of new constrnction, the form, features, and detailing of a 

non:-surviving site, landscape, building, strncture, or ol?Ject at a specific period of time and in its historic 
location. 

• This approach would be appropriate if the North Bridge Unit landscap.e had been destroyed 

or if the seventeenth-century landscape was determined so significant that its recreation, 

which would necessitate removal of all post 1700 features, was critical to the interpretive 

mission of the park. Reconstruction is a rarely selected treatment alternative and is not 

applicable to the North Bridge Unit. 
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Table 3: IMPLICATIONS FOR TREATMENT ALTERNATIVES 
P·reservation Restoration Rehabilitation 

Topography & • N.faintain existing site •Restore topography and 
Hydrology topography (natural and man- hydrolQgy to restoration 

made) and hydrology. period conditions. 

Spatial • :Nfaintain existing spatial •Restore restoration period •Restore sections of the site's 
Organization organization, dominated by spatial organization, historic spatial organization 

woodlands, a few fields·, and dominated by open fields, ·a significant to the 
estate landscapes and divided few woodlands and divided interpretation of the 
by stone walls, roads, and the by stone walls, roads, and the batdeground, the 
Concord River. Concord River. commemorative landscape, 

• Repair and replace in kind and the estate landscape. 
declining features that deftne 
the sites spatial organization 

Circulation •:Nfaintain existing circulation •Remove post-restoration • :Niaintain existing roads and 
system of roads and paths period circulation features, estate drives. 

including the North Bridge • Re-create the east branch .of 
\ 1isitor Center parking lot. the Groton Road and re-

align the west branch of the 
Groton Road, if necessary. 

•Compatibly alter 
contemporary circulation 
patterns as necessary for 
management purposes. 

\r egeta tion •l\iaintain existing vegetation. • Reclaim restoration period • Reclaim select historic fields, 
• Replace in kind those plants fields, pastures, and pastures, and meadows that 
that decline meadows from woody plant are significant to the 

• Propagate species and cultivars 
. . 

interpretation of the tnttuslon. 
that are not longer • Maintain, restore, and replant battleground from woody 
commercially available. restoration period vegetation, plant intrusion. 

including orchards, • Retain select ve~tation 
agricultural fields, and hedge features that contribute to 
rows. the character of the 18111 and 
•:Nfainta~ restore and replant 19th century agricultural 
in kind as necessary landscape including open 
restoration period estate fields, remnant orchards, 
landscape vegetation and mature deciduous trees. 
including the flower gardens, 
and ornamental trees and 
shrubs. 

•1-1aintain, restore, and replant 
in kind as necessary 
restoration period 
commemorative vegetation 
including barberry hedge 
around The ~1inute Man 
s ta we, the allee, and the 
double row of arborvttae. 

•Remove post-restoration 
period vegeta cion. 
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Preservation Restoration Rehabilitation 

Buildings and •1\Jaintain existing buildings and •Retain restoration period • Restore select buildings to 
Structures structures. buildings and restore to their their historic appearance. 

his to ric appearance • Rehabilitate select buildings 
•Remove post-restoration to accommodate visitor 
period buildings including 

. 
servtces 

the North Bridge comfort •Construct compatible 
statton. buildings and structures as 

necessary to accommodate 
current use. 

.A.rcheology • Protect archeological sites • Protect archeological sites • Protect archeological sites 
•Conduct archeological 

. . . 
1nvest1ganons, as necessary, 
to guide re-creation of select 
historic features. 

Small-scale ·~1aintain existing small scale •Nfaintain restoration period •lVfaintain and repair as 
Features features, including stone walls, small scale features including necessary all monwnents 

monuments, and stone stone walls, monuments, and and markers including those 
culverts. stone culverts. installed after 1959. 

•Replace missing restoration • Retain and stabilize pre-1959 
period small scale features stone walls. Maintain and 
including Buttrick garden repair select stone walls that 
ornaments. contribute to the character 

of the 18th and 19th century 
agricultural landscape, and 
those that are significant to 
the interpretation of the 
battleground and the 
commemorative landscape. 

•1-1aintain and repair select 
19th century small-scale 
features including 
commemorative fencing, 
stone well heads, and stone 
culverts. 

Views ·~1aintain existing views by •Restore restoration period • Restore select historic views 
routinely removing or thinning views by removing or by removing or thinning 
vegetatlon. thinning vegetation. vegetanon. 

•Replace in kind those plants • Block contemporary views 
that decline as necessary by planting and 

maintaining non-historic 
vegetation. 

(. 
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RECOMMENDED :TREATMENT 

Based on consultation with park staff and the 1989 General Management Plan (GMP), rehabilitation is the 

preferred treatment for the North Bridge Unit landscap_e. Although not clearly defined as rehabilitation 

in the GMP, the actions and recommendations called for are consistent with the NPS's current definition 

of rehabilitation. The GJ\1P acknowledges significant changes have occurred within the landscape since 

April 19, 177 5 and states restoration of the landscape to c. 177 5 is not feasible. Instead, the plan 

recommends approximating the colonial landscape by prbtecting and restoring the historic scene of April 

19, 177 5 in selected areas. 

As d~fined in The Secretary of the Interior's Standards forT reatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for the 

Treatment of Cultural Landscapes, rehabilitation is the act or pro_cess _of makirtg possible a compatible use for 

a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which 

convey it's historical, cultut;al, or architectural values. Implementing rehabilitation will allow the park to 

accomplish its legislative task of preserving historic structures and properties associated with the events 

of Apri119, 1775, while at the same time allomng new, compatible uses for the site. 

LANDSCAPE TREATMENT PHILOSOPHY AND APPROACH 

The cultural landscape within the North Bridge Unit will be treated and managed to actively interpret the 

April19, 1775 battle at the North Bridge and secondly, to preserve the commemorative landscape 

features and select features from the late 1800s and early 1900s Battle Lawn and Buttrick estate 

landscapes. Accordingly, the following principles will be applied throughout the North Bridge Unit and 

to specific areas and features as identified in the treatment guidelines. 

1. The primary interpretative focus will be the April19, 1775 battle at the North Bridge. Overall, 

management of the landscape should focus on the gradual recovery of the 1775 landscape character of 

the North Bridge Unit and stabilization and revitalization of the commemorative landscape. The 

treatment plan will not address rehabilitation of the Old Manse landscape, which is owned and 

maintained by the Trustees of the Reservation. 

2. Although the significant study prepared by Joyce Malcolm in 1985, "Scene of the Battle," depicts the 

North Bridge Unit landscape in 1775, the goal of the proposed rehabilitation is to portray the general 

character of the 1775 landscape, not to replicate the colonial landscape. In addition to preserving 

historic features of the 177 5 landscape - eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth-century agricultural 

features that contribute to the character of the 177 5 landscape should be retained, repaired, and 

maintained, including stone walls, remnant orchards, open fields_, and select mature trees. 
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3. Due to d1e extent of land potentially rehabilitated to portray the 1775 landscape character, the level of 

effort necessary to achieve the desired historical representation varies throughout the site. TI1.e 

highest level of effort with the greatest attention to historical rehabilitation should be employed on 

features significant to interpretation of the battle at the North Bridge and those that are accessible to 

visitors. Subsequent features should be rehabilitated as funds become available and if accessibility 

rmproves. 

4. Archeological investigations should occur on select c. 1775 sites. Some sites should remain open for 

interpretive purposes while others should be re-covered and appropriately marked to protect the 

resource. 

5. Historic features associated with the commemorative landscape should be preserved, and deteriorating 

features should be stabilized and repaired. 

6. The Buttrick estate landscape (1911-1959) should be rehabilitated (see Recommendations for 

Additional Work, p. 268) and extant features of the Battle Lawn estate (c. 1879-1926) should be 

retained, stabilized, and maintained. 

7. Select nineteenth, and twentieth century features that do not contribute to any of the above categories, 

such as the garden retaining walls associated with the Elisha Jones houselot, should be retained. 

TREATMENT PRIORITIES 

The highest treatment priority should be employed on features significant to interpretation of the battle 

at the North Bridge, commemorative landscape features, and Buttrick estate features. However, 

treatment of each area should respect overlying features associated with other significant landscapes. For 

example, the Buttrick gardens should not be removed to restore the 1775 character of the Buttrick farm. 

Below is an outline of the recommended prioritization (see Table 2 for a list of features and CLR feature 

identification numbers). 

High Priority 

Features significant to the interpretation of the batde 

• Buttrick farm (VG-16, southern halt) 

• Captain David Brown houselot (VG-17, southern half) 
• Groton Road site- west of the North Bridge (A-05, A-06) 

• Ephraim and/ or Willard Buttrick house(s) site (A-04) 
• Elisha Jones house (B-01) and houselot (VG-03) 
• Major John Buttrick house (B-07) and houselot (VG-15) 
• Muster Field (VG-18) 
• Keyes pasture (VG-19) 
• Simmons houselot (VG-09) 
• Thomas Brown house site (A-08) 
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Features associated with the Buttrick estate landscape 

• Buttrick Farm (VG-16, northern half)- Buttrick mansion, caretaker's cottage, and carriage 
house; Formal gardens, specimen trees and shrubs; stone and brick walls; and walkways, 
patios, and estate drives . 

• 
Features associated with the commemorative landscape 

• The avenue leading to the North Bridge, the allee, monuments and markers, and the 1956 
commemorative North Bridge. 

Medium Priority 

Features associated with the colonial landscape and accessible or potentially accessible to visitors 

• Flint field (VG-14) 

• Sargent field (VG-02, eastern half) 

• South field (VG-01, northern halt) 

Features associated with the Battle Lawn estate landscape 

• Captain David Brown houselot (VG-17, northern half)- Specimen trees and shrubs, 
entrance drive, etc. 

Low Priority 

Features associated with the colonial landscape inaccessible to visitors or features used primarily to 
support park function 

• Calf pasture (VG-20) 

• Honeysuckle Island (VG-11) 

• Monument Street parking lot (VG-12) 

• Parcel north of the Monument Street parking lot (VG-13) 

• Poplar Hill (VG-04) 

• Sargent field (VG- 02, western halt) 

• South field (VG-01, southern halt) 

TREATMENT GUIDELINES 

The treatment guidelines described below are intended to guide rehabilitation of the North Bridge Unit 

landscape. These recommendations apply the principles outlined above under Landscape Treatment 

Philosophy and Approach to specific features. Recommendations included within the treatment 

guidelines are illustrated in Figures 152-154. 

Topography and Hydrology 

Overall site topography and hydrology remain similar to conditions present in 177 5. Significant features 

include the Concord River, the hillside west of the river, and the low-lands along the eastern side of the 

river. Although site topography and hydrology is believed to closely resemble site conditions in 1775, 
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human habitation, farming, and road construction have incrementally changed the landscape. Several of 

the most pronounced topographic changes evident in the extant landscape include the quarter-acre 

landform under 1be Minute Man statue (built to raise the statue above the floodplain) and grade 

alterations necessary during construction of public roads and the Stedman Buttrick and Battle Lawn 

estate landscapes. 

Retain and maintain general site topography and hydrology 

Future site construction should respect extant site topography. Minimize site erosion and sediment 

deposits by use of non-destructive maintenance methods 

Stabilize and maintain quarter-acre landform under The Minute Man statue 

Stabilize the quarter-acre landform by resurfacing the circular drive around The 1\1inute Man statue with 

stone dust, resetting the granite curb along the drive (eastern end), extend the existing wall at the base of 

the berm (eastern end), and planting shrubs at the base of the berm (eastern end). As a deterrent to 

further foot travel, plant non-invasive thorned or sharp needled species, as appropriate. Maintain the 

landform by using non-destructive maintenance methods to minimize erosion and sediment deposits. 

In 1875, the heirs of Stedman Buttrick I donated a quarter-acre parcel adjacent to the North Bridge site 

to the town of Concord for construction of The Minute Man statue. The size of the donated parcel and 

the height required to raise The Minute Man statue above the flood plane required the landform to have 

steep sides. The sides we.re not intended for foot traffic; however, visitors have historically climbed 

down the southeastern side of the landform to reach the bank of the river, and in the 1960s the western 

slope of the landform became a foot trail leading to the newly constructed Groton Road trail. Erosion 

caused by directed and undirected foot traffic has decreased the height of the landform approximately 

one foot since constructed in 1875. 

Retain and maintain topographic alterations associated with construction of the Battle Lawn and the 

Buttrick estate 

Retain significant topographic features associated with the two estates including topography altered 

during construction of buildings and drives on both estates, and the tennis court and gardens on the 

Buttrick estate. Maintain extant estate topography by using non-destructive maintenance methods. 

Spatial Organization 

The growth of woodlands within the former agricultural fields has significantly altered the historic spatial 

organization of the landscape. The tall trees create visual barriers or "walls" that divide the historically 

open landscape into enclosed outdoor spaces. In addition to the woodlands, construction of the 

commemorative and estate landscapes have altered the 1775 spatial organization. Although they detract 

from overall site organization, the spatial organization of both the commemorative and the estate 

landscapes possess their own historical significance. 
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Maintain and reestablish select areas of agricultural spatial organization 

Maintain features such as topography, roads, open .fields, historic buildings, and stone walls that define 

the historic agricultural spatial organization. Reestablish select areas of agricultural spatial organization by 

removing woodland vegetation to reveal stone walls and former fields, pastures, and meadows. 

Retain and maintain conunemorative landscape spatial organization 

Retain and maintain features that define the spatial organization of the landscape including the allee, 

stone walls (W-18, W-19), the avenue leading to the North Bridge, monuments, and the 1956 

commemorative North Bridge. Strengthen spatial organization by replacing missing trees within the 

allee. 

Retain features that defined the Battle Lawn estate spatial organization 

Retain features that define the Battle Lawn estate spatial organization including the Battle Lawn estate 

drive (C-14), stone wall (W-31), mature trees and shrubs, and the late-1940s garden that connected the 

Buttrick estate to the Battle Lawn mansion (then known as Overlea). The loss of the Battle Lawn 

mansion, stable, and gardener's cottage, and a significance amount of ornamental vegetation that 

originally encircled the mansion has diminished the historic spatial organization of the estate. 

Retain and maintain features that defmed the Buttrick estate spatial organization 

Retain features that define the Buttrick estate spatial organization including the estate entrance drive (C-

10), service drive (C-11), and garden paths (C-12); the Buttrick mansion (B-09), caretaker's cottage (B-10), 

and carriage house (B-11 ); and specimen trees, ornamental shrubs, and gardens. Reestablish spatial 

organization in areas where overgrown vegetation has compromised organizational integrity by pruning 

trees and shrubs, and by removing or thinning non-historic vegetation. 

Circulation 

The existing circulation system consists of roads, parking lots, paths, steps, and gathering areas including 

both surviving historic features and new features necessary for park function. 

Maintain Monument Street 

Encourage and cooperate with the town of Concord to maintain the historic character of Monument 

Street by retaining its extant width and alignment, and the width and alignment of Flint's Bridge. 

Monument Street and Flint's Bridge are owned by the town of Concord. The alignment of the southern 

half of Monument Street (C-01) bordering the North Bridge Unit is believed to generally follow the route 

of Groton Road in 1775. The town of Concord constructed the northern half of Monument Street (C-

02) bordering the North Bridge Unit c. 1793. The new road segment extended the southern half of 

present-day Monument Street (Groton Road) across the newly constructed Flint's Bridge (c. 1793). The 

extant Flint's Bridge was constructed in 1874. 
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Maintain the Monument Street parking lot 

Maintain the historic character of the Monument Street parking lot (C-03) by retaining the triangular loop 

circulation pattern, center lawn, and the pedestrian path cutting through the lawn. The town of Concord 

constructed the parking lot in 1929 and still retains ownership of the lot. The parking lot is both an 

historic feature associated with the commemorative landscape and a feature that serves an important park 

function. 

Stabilize and repair the avenue leading to the North Bridge and the circular drive around The Minute 

Man statue 

Re-grade and resurface with stone dust the avenue leading to the North Bridge (C-04) and the circular 

drive around The Minute Man statue (C-05). Both are owned by the town of Concord, and both have 

historically been regraded and resurfaced. The avenue leading to the North Bridge dates to 1836, the year 

Concord dedicated the 1836 Battle Monument. The avenue follows the approximate alignment of 

Groton Road (east of the North Bridge) abandoned c. 1793 after the North Bridge was dismantled. The 

avenue remained covered by grass until at least 1869. The circular drive around The Minute Man statue 

dates to 1875, the year The Minute Man statue was erected. 

Retain the Groton Road trail 

Retain the existing width, alignment, and surface character of the Groton Road trail (C-06) unless 

archeological investigations suggest otherwise, or if necessary for park function. The NPS constructed the 

trail in the 1960s, aligning it (based on archeological investigations) approximately over the site of the 

eighteenth-century east branch of the Groton Road. Although not historic, the trail is an interpretative 

feature and serves an important park function, linking the commemorative landscape to the North Bridge 

Visitor Center (Buttrick mansion). 

Maintain Liberty Street 

Encourage and cooperate with the town of Concord to maintain the historic character of liberty Street 

by retaining its extant width and alignment. Liberty Street is owned by the town of Concord. The town 

constructed the road in the late eighteenth-century to connect traffic on the western side of the Concord 

River passing over the newly constructed Flint's Bridge and Red Bridge. As aligned, the c. 1793 road 

included a new roadbed (C-09) that connected two existing features: a fann lane (C-07) leading to the 

Flint farm and a portion of the west branch of the Groton Road (C-08). 

Maintain the Buttrick estate entrance drive 

Maintain the alignment and historic width of the remaining portion of the Buttrick estate entrance drive 

(C-10). The entrance drive was constructed in 1928. During construction of the North Bridge Visitor 

Center parking lot in c. 1967, the NPS removed the southern section of the entrance drive and narrowed 

the northern section of the drive from 15 to 10 feet, to serve as a pedestrian way between the parking lot 

and the visitor center. The historic width of the circle tum-around remains unchanged. 

Maintain the Buttrick estate service drive 

Maintain the existing width and alignment of the Buttrick estate service drive (C-11 ). The drive was 

constructed c. 1911. 
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Stabilize and maintain Buttrick estate garden paths 

Stabilize the garden paths (C-14) by repositioning loose bricks or stones. Maintain path surfaces by 

routinely inspecting for loose or lost bricks or stones. Replace missing pavement with in-kind material. 

The garden paths were installed between the 1920s and the 1940s. 

Retain the North Bridge Visitor Center parking lot 

Although not historic, the North Bridge Visitor Center parking lot (C-13) serves an important park 

function and should be retained. The parking lot is a non-contributing structure built by the NPS in c. 

1967. 

Maintain the Battle Lawn estate drive 

Retain the estate drive and maintain its grassed surface through non-destructive methods such as periodic 

mowing. The Battle Lawn estate drive (C-14) is believed to have been constructed c. 1879, at the time 

the Battle Lawn mansion was built 

Vegetation 

Vegetation includes both planted and non-planted features. Planted vegetation features include orchards, 

street trees, specimen lawn trees, and decorative woody and herbaceous materials. Non-planted features 

include both native and non-native species of trees and shrubs covering almost one-half of the former 

agricultural fields. These secondary woodlands have significantly altered the historic open character of 

the landscape. 

Reestablishment of open fields and retention of remnant orchards and select specimen trees supports the 

mission of the park by enhancing the character of the 1775 landscape. Choosing specimen trees for 

retention and removal should be based on their size, visual character, and health. In most instances, 

exotic invasive species such as Norway maple (Acer platanoides) should be removed. 

Proposed treatment will also contribute to the character of the agricultural landscape that surrounded the 

commemorative and estate landscapes during the late 1800s to early 1900s. Additional recommendations 

will specifically address the treatment of the commemorative and estate landscape vegetation features . 

Reestablish agricultural landscape character 

Remove secondary woodland growth and select ornamental vegetation in high priority fields and 

houselots and consider removing the same from medium priority areas (see below). The amount of 

vegetation removed in each area will vary, depending upon interpretative value, wedand regulations, and 

the need to screen non-compatible off-site features. Maintain existing open fields and reestablished fields 

through an agricultural lease program and/ or routine mo-wing and periodic removal of volunteer trees 

and shrubs. Retain remnant orchards and select specimen trees. Prune mature fruit trees to rejuvenate 

growth using horticulturally appropriate techniques. 
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HIGH PRIORITY AGRICULTURAL LANDSCAPES 
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• Elisha Jones houselot (VG-03): Retain eight mature apple trees located south of the Elisha 

Jones house, one of which may be over one hundred years old. Fruit trees are known to have 

been planted on the houselot c. 1836-1863s, although probably much earlier. Retain large 

specimen trees, most notable the large sycamore (P/antanus occidentalis) located in front of the 

house. The tree was reportedly planted c. 1830. Retain and manage ornamental trees and 

shrubs along the eastern border of the houselot and the row of trees along the southern 

border. This vegetation buffers views of off-site contemporary use. Manage the borders by 

routinely pruning mature specimens and by periodic removal of volunteer species. 

• Simmons houselot (VG-09): Remove woodland vegetation to reveal the agricultural 

landscape character of the field and to aid interpretation of the battle at the North Bridge. 

Reestablishing the open field will also reveal stone wall (W-21) bordering the northern edge 

of the field. British troops reportedly fought from this field during the battle, flanking the 

main British column positioned in the road. Retain select native deciduous trees associated 

with the former Simmons (Tanner) house. Suggested species include tulip tree (Lirodendron 

tulipifera), sugar maple (Acer saccharum), and ash (Fraxinus sp.). Retain contemporary 

vegetation surrounding the North Bridge comfort station. Although not historic, the 

plantings block views of the visitor facility from Monument Street and the avenue leading to 

the North Bridge. 

• Major John Buttrick houselot (VG-15): Reduce brush and woodland vegetation along the 

border of the field to improve the agricultural landscape character of the houselot. Retain 

sufficient vegetation along the borders of the field to buffer views of contemporary 

development. Retain street trees, two mature apple trees southwest of the Major John 

Buttrick house, and select mature deciduous trees near the house including the mature 

horsechestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) and European beech (Fagus !Jivatica). Remove 

contemporary landscaping surrounding the Major John Buttrick house. 

• Buttrick farm (VG-16, southern half): Improve the agricultural landscape character of the 

Buttrick farm (southern half) and its interpretative value by removing secondary growth 

trees. Reinstate an agricultural lease for the field, if feasible. In 177 5, the southern half of 

the Buttrick farm included a tilled field and a wet meadow along the Concord River. During 

the battle at the North Bridge, colonists took positions against British troops along the east 

branch of the Groton Road, which ran along the southern edge of the meadow. 

• Captain David Brown houselot (VG-17, southern half): Remove woodland growth along the 

southern and western boundary of the extant open field to improve the agricultural 

landscape character of the houselot, its interpretative value, and its suitability for farming. It 

will also reveal stone wall (W-34). Reinstate an agricultural lease for the field, if feasible. 

Before and after the battle at the North Bridge, British troops marched along the west 

branch of the Groton Road to and from Colonial James Barrett's farm. The road passed 

through the southern half of Captain David Brown's houselot, which included a tilled field 
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and a wet meadow. Edwin Barrett (a descendent of Colonial James Barrett) built a formal 

estate he named "Battle Lawn" on the northern half of the houselot in 1879. Historic 

photographs reveal Barrett grew hay on the southern half of the houselot. Retain two 

mature sugar maple (-L4cer sacc:harum) trees growing along the western boundary of the field 

that are possibly associated with Battle Lawn estate landscape. 

• Muster Field (VG-18): Reveal additional field acreage by removing mature evergreens, 

select deciduous trees, and by reducing secondary forest and brush along the perimeter of 

the field. Increasing the size of the field will improve the agricultural landscape character of 

the site and its interpretative value. Retain mature street trees, select deciduous trees growing 

in the open field, and sufficient trees (including evergreens) and brush along the perimeter of 

the field to buffer views of contemporary use. Colonials assembled on the Muster Field 

prior to the battle at the North Bridge. Captain David Brown owned the field in 1775, 

which included sections of meadow, pasture, and tilled field. 

• I<eyes pasture (VG-19): Remove woodland vegetation to reestablish the open field and to 

reveal stone wall (W-34). Opening the field will improve the agricultural landscape 

character of the site and its interpretative value. Retain three mature sugar maple trees 

growing along stone wall (W-34). The size and location of the trees indicate they may 

predate the secondary growth woodland. Retain select native tree species along Monument 

Street and along the western boundary of the site (visual buffer), such as mature sugar 

maples (Acer Jaa·harum), walnuts (juglans nigra), and oaks (Quenus sp.). Before and after the 

battle at the North Bridge, British troops marched along the west branch of the Groton 

Road to and from Colonial James Barrett's farm. The road cut through Keyes pasture, 

which at the time was a meadow owned by Jonas Bateman. 

11EDIUM PRIORITY AGRICULTURAL LANDSCAPES 

• South field (VG-01, northern half): Retain native species trees with trunk diameters 36 

inches or greater, and consider retaining select native species trees with diameters greater 

than 24 inches. Reestablishing the northern half of South field would also reveal stone wall 

(W-01, remnants) and stone wall (W-03). The type of vegetation present in 1775 on the 

northern half of south field is unknown; however, it was probably cleared for agriculture. 

Remove woodland vegetation from the northern half of south field to reveal its agricultural 

landscape character. The location and mature size of oak (Quercus sp.) trees growing along 

stone wall (W-01) indicate they may predate the woodland. 

• Sargent field (VG-02, eastern half): Remove woodland vegetation and ornamental plantings 

associated with the former Sargent residence from the eastern half of Sargent field (VG-02) 

to reveal its agricultural landscape character. Ornamental species include Scotch pine (Pinus 

sylvestris), white cedar (ThUJ'a occidentalis), and rhododendron (Rhododendro11 sp.). Consider 

retaining a select number of deciduous trees associated with the residence, to shade the NPS 
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overflow parking area located in Sargent field, adjacent to Monument Street. Retain four 

mature fruit trees north of the Sargent house site. An orchard appears to be depicted in this 

location on 1930, 1943, and 1954 aerial photographs. In 1775, the eastern half of Sargent 

field was a tilled field. 

• Flint field (VG-14): Rem·ove select trees in the open field, including upright junipers 

(juniperus sp.) and non-native tree species such as Norway maple (Acer platanoides). Retain 

select trees along Monument and Liberty Streets, the mature crab apple, and mature native 

species in the open field such as sugar maple (Acer sat:charum), tulip tree (Lirodendron tulipifera), 
and oak (Quercus sp.). Manage vegetation along the swale bordering the western boundary of 

the~ field. Reduce the size and density of this vegetative mass by removing exotic invasive 

species. Retain sufficient vegetation to buffer views from th-e field of the Buttrick estate 

carriage house (park maintenance facility). In 1775, Flint field was a houselot divided into 

several small agricultural spaces, including an orchard. A 1943 aerial photograph depicts a 

mature orchard in the same approximate location as the orchard present in 1775. Today the 

field is primarily open, except for a number of mature deciduous trees, upright junipers, and 

a crab apple tree. The crab apple tree and several clumps of apple suckers are located in the 

field in the approximate location of the orchard depict~d on the 1943 aerial photograph. 

LOW PRIORITY AGRICULTURAL LANDSCAPES 

Manage woodland growth on former agricultural fields 

Retain and manage woodland growth in low priority areas, unless site accessibility and/ or management 

needs change. 
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• South field (VG-01) southern half): Retain woodland vegetation to block views of 

contemporary use. Manage woodland to minimize ·exotic invasive species, including Norway 

maple (Acerplatanoides), honeysuckle (unicera sp.), and bittersweet (Celastrus sp.)~ The type of 

vegetation present in 1775 on the southern half of south field is unknown; however, it was 

probably cleared for ~griculture. 

• Sargent field (VG-02, western halt): Maintain the tall grass along :Mill Creek and encourage 

continued growth if further investigation reveals the grass is typical of species found within 

historic wedands. Manage the low-lying woodland to minimize exotic invasive species 

including honeysuckle (Lonicera sp.) and multiflora rose (Rosa sp.). In 1775, the western half 

of the field included a wet meadow (along :Mill Creek) and a tilled field. 

• Poplar Hill (VG-04): Manage the woodland to minimize exotic invasive species, including 

Norway maple (Acerplatanoides), common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), and barberry 

(Berberis, sp.). Retain and maintain poplar ttees, where found. P'oplar Hill received its· name 

Because, according to a local legend, school girls planted poplar trees on the hill in the 

nineteenth century. Reclaim the rectangular section of woodland on the north side of Poplar 
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Hill, cleared and planted with omam.ental species by the neighboring property owner. 

Replant with native tree species typical of the Poplar Hill woodland. Oak (Quen-us sp.), 
hickory (Carya sp.), and maple (_4c-er sp.) trees \vith trunk diameters averaging 24 to 30 inches 

do-minate the upland forest. The tangle of underbrush common to the low-lying woodlands 

along the Concord River is absent in the upland forest, making it a desirable location for a 

hiking trail/picnic area, if desired by the park. However, steep terrain and possible 

·objections from adjacent neighbors may· prohibit such use. Poplar Hill vegetative cover in 

1775 is unknown. Its elevation and steep slope indicate the hill may have been a pasture 

versus a meadow or tilled fields. 

• Honeysuckle Island (VG-11): Manage the low-lying woodland to minimize exotic invasive 

species including multiflora rose (Rosa sp.), winged euonymous (Euonymous alata), common 

buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), and honeysuckle (Lonicera sp.). If woodland clearing is 

desired, retain the large silver maple (60-inch trunk diameter). The size of the silver maple 

and its open growth habit suggests it pre-dates the woodland. Also retain select deciduous 

trees along Monument Street and several mature fruit trees growing on the high knoll. The 

fruit trees may be a remnant orchard. In 1775, the parcel was a meadow. 

• Parcel north of the Monument Street parking lot (VG-13): Manage low-lying brush and 

woodland vegetation to minimize exotic invasive species. In 1775, the parcel included both 

a meadow (along the, river) and a tilled field. 

-• Calf pasture (VG-20): Manage low-lying woodland to minimize exotic invasive species. 

Maintain patches of tall grass bordering the river and encourage continued growth if further 

research indicates the grass is a species historically found within wetlands along the Concord 

River. In the mid-1600s, the parcel was a portion of the town's enclosed calf pasture. In 

1775 the site was a privately owned meadow. 

Manage trees adjacent to the North Bridge (VG-08) 

Maintain select mature trees adjacent to the abutments on both sides of the 1956 commemorative North 

Bridge and several surrounding the base of the quarter acre landform under The Minute Man statue. 

Thin and remove excessive vegetation. Trees are typically depicted in the areas mentioned above in late 

1800s to early 1900s photographs (see Figures 97-98). 

Reestablish the historic character of the allee 

Reestablish the historic character of the allee (VG-07) by replacing missing trees. Species selection 

should be based on known tree types planted in the allee since 1838. Proposed ttee species include 

hornbeam (Catpinus cart~liniana), sugar maple (Acer saccharum), Eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), white oak 

(Quercus alba), hickory (Carya sp.), ash (Fraxinus sp.), pine (Pinus sp.):, ftr (.44bies sp.), larch (Larix sp.), 
sycamore (Platanus sp.), elm (Ulmus sp.), and basswood (Tilia sp.). Con:side:t replacing the extant Norway 

maple (Acer platanoides) tree with a non-invasive species and replacing in-kind the ·extant sugar maple (Acer 

sacc·harum) located within the Grave of the British Soldiers. This maple appears in historic photographs as 

early as 1875 (see Figures 24, 40, and 41). It may be the oldest, if not one of the oldest trees within the 
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allee. As planted in 1838, the allee includes two rows of trees lining both sides of the avenue leading to 

the 1836 Batde Monument. 

Maintain double row of arborvitae 

Maintain the double row of arborvitae (VG-10) in the Simmons houselot, since the exact history of the 

feature is unknown. The arborvitae may have been planted in 1825 for the 50th anniversary celebration 

of the battle at the North Bridge. The arborvitae should be pruned using horticulturally appropriate 

techniques to rejuvenate new growth. Vegetation encroaching within or directly adjacent to the double 

row of arborvitae should be removed to provide optimal water and light to maintain the health of the 

arborvitae. 

Manage vegetation within the Monument Street parking lot 

Maintain the open lawn in the center of the Monument Street parking lot (VG-12), as designed in 1929 

(see Figure 64). Maintain mature street trees along Monument Street and the vegetative border along 

Great Meadows Road. Both features are depicted in aerial photographs as early as 1943. Although the 

mature deciduous trees located on the lawn may post-date 1959, the end of the period of significance as 

determined in the 2002 National Register Documentation, their shade provides visitor comfort and as 

such they should be retained. 

Rehabilitate the Buttrick estate landscape and gardens 

Rehabilitate the Buttrick estate landscape and garden, as they are potentially locally significant under 

Criteria C in the area of landscape architecture (see Recommendations for Additional Work, p. 268). 

Stabilize deteriorating built features and remove volunteer vegetation within historic planting beds. 

Prune trees and overgrown shrubs using horticulturally appropriate techniques to rejuvenate growth and 

to reestablish the historic character of the estate landscape. Consider re-placing missing character 

defining features. In 1775, a pasture and a tilled field covered the northern half of the Buttrick farm 

(VG-16). Beginning in 1911, Stedman Buttrick II began converting the agricultural landscape on the 

northern half of Buttrick farm into a country estate. By 1925, estate vegetation included a lawn, 

ornamental trees and shrubs, and formal gardens (see Figures 67-68). 

Maintain Battle Lawn (Overlea) estate landscape 

Maintain select Battle Lawn (Overlea) estate landscape features, as they are potentially locally significant 

under Criteria C in the area of landscape architecture. Trees and shrubs should be pruned using 

horticulturally appropriate techniques. Maintain select deciduous trees along Liberty Street. Consider 

removing Norway maples (Acer platanoides), as they are an exotic invasive species. In 1775, the northern 

half of the Captain David Brown houselot (VG-17) was pasture and tilled field. In 1875, two large tents 

were placed on the site of the houselot for the centennial anniversary celebration of the battle at the 

North Bridge. Four years later, Edwin Barrett constructed the Battle Lawn estate on the northern half of 

the houselot . .Historic photographs from c. 1880-1907 depict a lawn, ornamental trees and shrubs, and a 

flower garden located in the center of a circular drive in front of the mansion (see Figures 48, 51, and 52). 

In 1926, Stedman Buttrick III purchased Battle Lawn estate, afte:r which it was known as Overlea. In the 

decades that followed, Buttrick expanded his estate onto the former Battle Lawn (Overlea) estate, 

planting additional gardens and ornamental trees and shrubs. 
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Several large specimen trees, including four beech (Fagus sp.) trees, are believed to be features of the 

Battle Lawn estate landscape. Other vegetation, including mature rhododendrons along stone wall ('W-
31) may also be features of the Battle Lawn estate landscape. Existing features attributed to Stedman 

Buttrick III's ownership include the late 1940s linear garden constructed to connect the Buttrick estate to 

the Battle Lawn (Overlea) estate. Stedman Buttrick III's aunt, Mary Buttrick Hoar, resided in the Battle 

Lawn (Overlea) mansion until1952, after which the mansion was tom down. 

Buildings and Structures 

Buildings and structures date from pre-1775 to the 1980s. They include colonial and colonial revival 

houses, the 1956 commemorative North Bridge, and the contemporary North Bridge comfort station. 

Treatment recommendations for the Old Manse house, outbuildings, and boathouse, owned and 

managed by the Trustees of the Reservation, are not included below. 

Treat historic buildings as recommended in historic structures reports 

Five historic buildings are located in the North Bridge Unit: the Major John Buttrick house (B-07) and 

the Elisha Jones house (B-01 ), both of which stood at the time of the battle; and the Buttrick mansion 

(B-09), caretaker's cottage (B-10), and carriage house (B-11), all constructed c. 1911 on the Buttrick 

estate. Treatment of historic buildings should be consistent with reconunendations to be provided in 

future Historic Structure Reports (HSR). Encourage completion of HSRs for the Buttrick mansion, 

caretaker's cottage, and carriage house, and updated HSRs for the Major John Buttrick and Elisha Jones 

house. HSRs completed in the 1960s for the Major John Buttrick .house and the Elisha Jones house do 

not comply with current HSR standards, as specified in the NPS "Cultural Resource Management 

Guidelines" and thus are not adequate to inform building treatment. 

Repair and maintain the 1956 commemorative North Bridge 

Repair, maintain, and replace in-kind, if necessary, the 1956 commemorative North Bridge (B-05). For 

information on the 1956 commemorative North Bridge and bridges that have stood on the site of the 

current bridge since the seventeenth century, see Judi Q. Sullivan's report: "Old North Bridge, Historic 

Structure Report, Developmental History." 

Retain the North Bridge comfort station 

Although not historic, the comfort station serves an important park function and as such should be 

retained. The North Bridge comfort station (B-06) is a non-contributing structure built by the NPS in 

the 1980s. 

Retain the Buttrick garage 

Although not historic, the building is used by the park for storage and should be retained. The Buttrick 

garage (B-08) is a non-contributing structure built in the early 1900s. 
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Archeological Sites 

Five archeological sites associated with the battleground landscape have been investigated by the NPS. 

Three of the sites, the John Flint site (A-02), the Groton Road site (A-05, A-06), and the Bateman site, 

(A-09) were re-covered after investigation. The Ephraim and/ or \Villard Buttrick house(s) site (A-04) 

and the Thomas Brown house site (A-08) remain as uncovered building foundations. 

Two archeological sites dating from the nineteenth century are above ground stone barn foundations: the 

I<eyes bam foundation (A-01) and the Joseph Derby bam foundation313 (A-03). 

Protect and maintain archeological sites 

All identified and unidentified archeological sites should be protected and maintained in a manner that 

does not change, obscure, damage or destroy their historic character. Routine maintenance should 

include periodic removal of invasive vegetation and securing loose foundation stones. 

Conduct archeological investigations to determine the location of Groton Road 

Two of the archeological sites mentioned above (A-06, A-09) suggest possible locations of the west 

branch of the Groton Road. 314 Archeological investigation may be useful to correctly identify its 

location, thus allowing the NPS to interpret the road and to establish a footpath over the site similar to 

the Groton Road trail, which generally follows the alignment of the east branch of the Groton Road. 

A preliminary archeological investigation of the avenue leading to the North Bridge revealed several 

roadbeds predated the extant road surface; however, it did not identify the 1775 Groton Road site east of 

the bridge (A-07).315 An archeological investigation may be useful to correcdy identify the location of 

Groton Road east of the bridge. It could also help conf.trm the location of the North Bridge in 1775. 

Small Scale Features 

STONE WAIJ,S 

All stone walls and wall remnants should be retained and stabilized. Others, based on their location (e.g. 

along Monument and Liberty Streets) and on treatment priorities established for rehabilitating the 

character of the 1775 landscape, should also be repaired and maintained in a manner that does not 

change, obscure, damage or destroy their historic character. Treatment recommendations for stone walls 

within the Old Manse houselot, owned and managed by the Trustees of the Reservation, are not included 

below. Few, if any extant stone walls existed in 1775. However stone walls typically divided the 

313 The Keyes barn foundation is incorporated within stone retaining walls just north of the Elisha Jones house. It 
is not included in the 2002 National Register Docwnentation or in List of Classified Structures (LCS). The Joseph 
Derby bam foundation is listed in the 2002 National Register Documentation under the name "John Buttrick 
Foundation." 
31~ For more information see "Groton Road site, west of the bridge" p. _ and Bateman site p . _. 
315 The archeological investigation is referenced in Catherine Evans, "Erosion Control and Shade Tree Maintenance 
for the Trail to the North Bridge, 1Vlinute 1:fan National Historical Park'' D~-\FT (National Park Service, Olmsted 
Center for Landscape Preservation, 1993), p . 17. The original report was not located. 
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agricultural landscape in the eighteenth century and their presence today supports the mission of the park 

by enhancing the character of the colonial landscape. Thircy-six stone walls or· stone wall remnants have 

been identified within tl1e North Bridge Unit. 

Stabilize stone walls 

Stabilize stone walls to prevent further damage by carefully removing tree limbs th,at have fallen on the 

\valls. Clear vegetation a distance of 4 feet from either side of the stone walls, unless a native species with 

trunk diameters of at least 24 inches. Carefully remove young saplings growing within the \valls by 

pruning at the base and spot treating with herbicide to prevent s,prouting.. Cut mature trees above the 

height of the stone walls but as close to the wall as possible, car~ful to angle cuts so that falling limbs do 

not cause further damage. The remaining stumps should be spot treated with herbicide and allowed to 

deteriorate naturally. 

Repair medium and high priority stone walls 

\Valls identified as high treatment priorities (see below) should be repaired, as necessary. Medium priority 

stone walls should also be repaired, as ne(:es,sary, if the field bordering the wall is rehabilitated. Repair 

should begin with the least degree of intervention possible and may include repositioning loose or fallen 

stones, repair with on-site or brought on-site stones, and re-mortaring. All repairs should be based on 

the original design of the w~ll, and materials should visually match the original in size, texture~ color, and 

character. 

Maintain medium and high priority stone walls 

After stabilization and repair, stone walls should be routinely inspected and invasive vegetation and fallen 

limbs should be periodically removed. Maintenance for medium to high priority walls should also include 

securing loose rocks and repointing masonry, if necessary. 

HIGH PRIORITY STONE \VALLS (includes stone walls along Monument and Liberty Streets) 

Retain, stabilize, repair) and maintain 

Monument Street/ south field 

_Monument Street/Sargent field 

Monument Street/Elisha Jones houselot 

Elisha Jones houselot/Poplar Hill 
Sargent field/Old Manse field (if stone wallis owned by park) 

Monument Street/Monument Street parking lot 

Monument Street/Parcel north of Monument Street parking lot 

Avenue leading to the North Bridge/Old Manse field 

(if stone wall is owned by park) 

Avehue leading to the North Bridge/Simmons houselot 

Monument Street/Simmons houselot 

Simmons houselot/Honeysuckle Island 

Monument Street/Flint field 

Liberty Street/John Buttrick houselot 

W-02 

W-04 

W-05 

W-07 

W-09 

\"X'-16 

W-17 

\V-18 

\V-19 

W-20 

W-21 

\V-23 

W-24 W-25 
' 
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John Buttrick houselot/Estabrook Road W-26 

Liberty Street/Buttrick estate (Buttrick farm) W-28, W-29, W-30 

Liberty Street/Battle Lawn estate (Captain David Brown houselot) W-31 

Liberty Street/Muster Field W-32 

Liberty Street/Keyes pasture \V-33 

Battle Lawn estate (Captain David Brown houselot)/Keyes pasture W-34 

:MEDIUM TREATMENT PRIORITY STONEWALL 

Retain, stabilize, repair, and maintain if south (VG-01, northern half) and Sargent fields (VG-02, eastern 

half) are rehabilitated. If the fields are not rehabilitated, then limit treatment to retention and 

stabilization. 

South field/Sargent field (eastern half) 

LOW TREA 1 111ENT PRIORITY STONE WALLS 

Retain and stabilize. 

South field 

South field/Sargent field (western half) 

Poplar Hill 
Great Meadows Road/Poplar Hill 
Monument Street parking lot/Great Meadows Road 

Simmons houselot/ former Concord Canoe Club property 

Cedar Way /Major John Buttrick houselot 

\Xl-03 

W-01 

W-03 

W-08 W-14 
' 

W-13 

W-15 

W-22 

(contemporary retaining wall) W-27 

Concord River/Battle Lawn estate (Captain David Brown houselot) W-35 

Calf Pasture/Lowell Road W-36 

MONUMENTS&MARKE~ 

All monuments and markers should be retained, stabilized, and maintained in a manner that does not 

change, obscure, damage or destroy their historic character. Maintenance should include periodic 

cleaning using appropriate curatorial methods. Nine monuments and markers memorializing the battle at 

the North Bridge are located within the North Bridge Unit; five clustered near the 1956 commemorative 

North Bridge and four along Liberty Street. The earliest memorial was reportedly two small stones placed 

on the Grave of the British Soldiers soon after the battle (included within M-02) and the most recent is 

believed to be the 1975 Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Marker, memorializing the two 

minutemen who died during the battle. 
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1836 Battle Monument 

Grave of the British Soldiers 

Concord Fight Marker 

The Minute Man statue 

DAR Marker 

John Buttrick Bas-Relief Monument 

Mile Marker 

Line of March Ma.rker 

Muster Field Monument 

M-01 

M-02 

M-03 

M-04 

M-05 

M-06 

M-07 

M-08 

M-09 

MISCELLANEOUS SMALL SCALE FEATURES 

!vfiscellaneous small scale features include features associated 'With the commemorative landscape and 

utilitarian features such as stone well heads and stone culverts. 

Retain stone slab on the Elisha Jones houselot 

Since the exact history of the stone slab is unknown, it should be retained until more information is 

known about its history and significance. The rectangular stone slab (F-01) may have been a stepping 

stone along the colonial causeway west of the North Bridge. 

Maintain stone well heads on the Elisha Jones houselot, the Major John Buttrick houselot, and the 

Ephraim and/or Willard Buttrick house(s) site 

Although the exact age of the well heads (F-02, F-03, F-04, F-05, and F-06) is unknown, it is probable 

they played a significant role in the agricultural landscape and as such should be retained and maintained. 

Retain culverts on Liberty Street 

Since, the exact age of the fieldstone head culverts on Liberty Street is unknown, encourage and cooperate 

with the town of Concord to maintain the historic character of th·e culvert heads (F-07, F-08) until more 

information is available. The Cl1lverts ~re owned by the town. A culvert at the eastern end of Liberty 

Street (F-07) is known to have been .rebuilt in 191 0; however, it is not known if it was rebuilt after 1910. 

No information is known about the culvert at the' western end of the' street (F-08). 

E:etain stone marker on Liberty Street 

Since the exact history of the stone marker on Liberty Street (F-09) is unknown, it should be retained 

until more information is known about its history and significance. The marker dates to at least 1936 and 

may have been a road marker associated with the discontinu-ed portion of Lowell Road. 

Stabilize, Repair, and Maintain The lvfinute Man statue fencing 

Addressing the erosion problem, as discussed under Top.ography and Hydrology, and removing excess 

soil at the base of The Minute Man statue fencing (F-1 0) will stabilize the condition of the' iron fence 

panels. Damaged panels should be removed, repaired, and reset, or where necessary duplicated and 

replaced in-kind.. After repair, the fence should be routinely maintained. Maintenance should include 
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visual inspection to ensure deposits do not accumulate at the base of the fence and periodic painting.316 

If the panel removed by the NPS in the 1960s is located, it should be retained as a historical artifact 

The iron fence (F-10) surrounding the base of the quarter-acre landform under The Minute Man statue 

includes three of four fence sections that originally surrounded the base of the 1836 Battle Monument 

and an iron gate and two fence sections that originally stood across the entrance to the avenue leading to 

the North Bridge. Concord repositioned the fence around the base of the landform from the locations 

mentioned above in 1875, as part of an agreement with the heirs of Stedman Buttrick to fence the 

donated quarter-acre of land. In the 1960s, the NPS removed one of the fence sections, which originally 

surrounded the base of the 1836 Battle Monument, to allow access between the statue and the Groton 

Road trail. Erosion of the landform under the statue has deposited soil at the base of the fence, in places 

covering the horizontal bracing at the bottom of the fence and several inches of railing. Rust resulting 

from the moist soil has disintegrated portions of the braces and rails on several of the iron panels. 

Maintain the Grave of the British Soldiers Monument fencing 

Maintain the fence through periodical inspections of the posts and chain, repairing as necessary (F-11). 

The town of Concord erected the granite post and iron chain fence in 1877. 

Repair and maintain the bases of the 1836 Battle Monument and The Minute Man statue 

Add soil to the base of both monuments to reflect profues similar to those depicted in late 1800s, while 

retaining the 1958 granite curbing, path, and stairs. Re-sod both mounds and re-set the granite curbing, 

path, and steps. After being repaired, both mounds should be routinely maintained in a manner that does 

not change, obscure, damage or destroy their historic character. Maintenance should include routine 

visual inspection and replacement of soil and turf as necessary. 

The base of both the 1836 Battle Monument (F-12) and The Minute Man statue (F-13) are substantially 

lower than their original approximate 3-foot height. The bases have historically been, and continue to be 

popular places for tourists to stand to have their pictures taken. Unfortunately, the activity destroys the 

turf covering the mounds and compact soil, resulting in erosion. Also, historic applications of gravel and 

stone dust on top of the roadbed encircling the monuments may have visually shortened the mounds by 

raising the height of the avenues. The town of Concord reconfigured the monument bases in 1909, 

squaring the perimeter of the rounded mounds and installing concrete curbing. In 1958 the town 

replaced the concrete curbing with granite curbing and added a short granite path to the The Minute Man 

statue and granite stairs to the 1836 Battle Monument. 

316 
.. An early mention of painting the iron fence panels appears in the Concord Town Report for fiscal year 1871-

1872. The report states the town paid thirty-five dollars to :Nfarshal ~files for repainting the iron fence on the ''Old 
1:fonument Grounds" 
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Views and Vistas 

The openness of the 1775 agricultural landscape provided expansive landscape views. From their 

position at the North Bridge, British troops could monitor the movement of colonial troops as they 

assembled on the Muster Field. From the hillside overlooking the Concord River, colonial troops 

watched British troops as they stood guard on the eastern side of the North Bridge. At the 

commencement of the battle at the North Bridge, both sides could clearly see their opponents. 

Reestablishing historic views across the battleground supports the mission of the park to preserve the 

character of the 1775 landscape. An open landscape was also the setting for the nineteenth-century 

commemorative landscape. Historic drawings and photographs from the mid to late 1800s depict 

expansive views to and from the commemorative landscape (see Figure 101). Views across the landscape 

began to narrow and shorten in the late 1800s and early 1900s, as the estate landscapes developed and as 

secondary forests replaced agricultural fields. 

Reestablish battleground views 

Reestablish significant battleground views by removing select secondary growth trees and shrubs along 

the Concord River, and within the Captain David Brown houselot, the Buttrick farm, and the Muster 

Field. Retain select specimen trees and shrubs within the Captain David Brown houselot and the 

Buttrick farm, which, although they interfere with views between the Muster Field and the 1956 

commemorative North Bridge, are historically significance features of the Battle Lawn and the Buttrick 

estate landscapes. As the specimen trees and shrubs die naturally, they should not be replaced. Removal 

of volunteer and exotic invasive species, such as Norway maple (Acer platanoides) within the Battle Lawn 

estate landscape is appropriate. Careful tree pruning within the estate landscape may also be appropriate 

to improve visibility between the Muster Field and the 1956 commemorative North Bridge. Maintain 

reestablished views through an agricultural lease program and/ or routine mowing and periodic removal 

of volunteer trees and shrubs, if necessary. 

Reestablish commemorative views 

Reestablishing significant battleground views will also reestablish significant c. 1880s views west from the 

commemorative landscape. 

Reestablish views east from the Buttrick estate 

Reestablish views from the Buttrick terrace towards the Concord River and from the lower garden 

towards the commemorative landscape by removing select secondary growth trees and shrubs and by 

carefully pruning estate trees and shrubs using horticulturally appropriate methods. In addition to its 

significance as a feature of the Buttrick estate landscape, the view from the Buttrick lower garden is a 

popular visitor overlook. 

Open views along the Concord River 

Remove select secondary growth vegetation along the Concord River to open views between the river 

and the historic landscape. In addition to visually reinforcing the presence of the river within the 

landscape, removing select vegetation will also allow canoeists views of the historic landscape from the 
. 

nver. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADDITIONAL WORK 

Prepare a Detailed Treatment Plan for the Buttrick Estate Landscape 

Treatment guidelines presented in this CLR include only general recommendations for the complex 

Buttrick estate landscape. Preparation of detailed guidelines to rehabilitate the historic character of the 

estate landscape is recommended. The recommendations should address component landscapes such as 

the lawn and the formal gardens, and should offer specific recommendations for individual features such 

as specimen trees and shrubs, planting beds, and garden terraces, paths, walls, and seating. The level of 

detail recommended is appropriate for a landscape potentially eligible for listing on the National Register 

of :Historic Places and also as a setting for the North Bridge Visitor Center. At a minimum, immediate 

preservation maintenance needs should be address. Overgrown trees and shrubs should be pruned, 

invasive vegetation should be removed, and unsafe walks and stairways should be stabilized and repaired. 

Prepare a Preservation Maintenance Plan 

Maintaining the historic character of the landscape depends on historically appropriate maintenance 

practices. Although adopting historic maintenance practices is not always feasible, modem maintenance 

practices can be modified to retain the historic character of the landscape. Maintenance plans are 

typically prepared by a multi-disciplinary team, including park staff, to adapt a prototypical outline to 

specific needs. As recommended in the Guide to Developing a Preservation Maintenance Plan for a Histon·c 

LAndscape, preservation maintenance plans typically defme objectives, identify management zones and 

categories of features, inventory landscape features, provide field inspections and a summary of work 

needed, record feature data and provide a format for record keeping, and develop a seasonal calendar. 
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Appendices 

Appendix A: Land Transfer Notes 

Deeds located at the Middlesex County Registry of Deeds, Southern District (Middlesex Court House, Cambridge, 11A ) 

Property Date Grantor I Grantee Deed Comments 

Avenue leading to April 6, 1835 Ezra Ripley to town of 390:427 70 rods. "a suitable and appropriate monument to be erected 
the bridge Concord upon said piece of land and shall also cause the south side of 

said piece of land to be fenced with a_good heavy stone wall" 
Dec. 20, 1836 Ezra Ripley to town of 390:428 [extension of ftrst land donation] 

Concord 
Capt. David Brown :tvfar. 24, 1823 J oshia Davis to John Keyes, 258:127 Joshia Davis sold his 1

/ 4 interest in the land (46 acres with 
houselot Samuel Hoar, and Nathan buildings) to the three men for S172.50. Parcel also included 
(Battle Lawn) Brooks the ]\1uster Field. 

Nov. 30, 1849 Samuel Hoar to Samuel H. 575:23 Large tract that also included Muster Field, "excepting and 
Rhodes reserving all ways and rights of ways. A small piece is 

marked out for widening the road (Liberty St) near said 
Buttrick's (Stedman) house.'' 

April 12, 1867 Samuel H . Rhodes to 1003:68 Same parcel as deed 575:23 
George Keyes Parcel also included the Muster Field 

Oct. 26, 1877 George Keyes and Mary 1455:132 S3000. 6 acres more or less 
Keyes to Laura E . Emerson 

May 14, 1908 Laura E. (Emerson) Barrett 3368:384 S1 and other valuable consideration, 6 acres more or less - ' 'a 
to Edward .A. Newell certain parcel of land with buildings thereon" 

May 17, 1912 E dward A. Newell to 3693:33 " triangular lot of land" see "Plan of N orthly corner of land 
Stedman Buttrick owned by Edward A. Newell, Concord Massachusetts'' dated 

A2_ril 8, 1912. 
April 8, 1926 Edward Newell to Frank 4956:539 6 acres more or less ''with buildings thereon" together will all 

Bemis, Thomas N. Perkins, awnings, screens, double windows, permanent electric light 
and Stedman Buttrick Or.) , frxtures, and window shades. 
trustees under the will of 
Stedman Buttrick (Sr.) late 
of Concord 

Buttrick farm April 11, 1785 Ephraim Buttrick to John 89:61 256 pounds, 13 shillings and 4 pence. 
(Buttrick estate) Buttrick 20 acres, except for Willard Buttrick houselot 

Dec. 27, 1790 John Buttrick Sr. (portion to Pro b. 15 acres, reserving house purchased from Willard Buttrick 
his son Jonas) 3795 for his wife and daughter, and use of the large house for his 

sister Sru:ah Buttrick. 
Sept. 1838 Jonas Buttrick to Stedman 403:361 $2000. 16 acres "more or less with buildings thereon" stated 

Buttrick (Es_q.) as "the home farm" 
Oct 21 , 1886 William Buttrick to Lucy 1771:277 (mortgage loan between Hosmer and Buttrick- $.581) 

Jane Hosmer "the 'home farm' so called of my father the late Stedman 
Buttrick." Deed mentions the "old Carlisle Road" [west 
branch of Groton Road] and notes the boundary line 
between the Battle Lawn estate and the Buttrick farm. 

April 16, 1904 Lucy Jane Hosmer, Adeline 3150:574 Harriet Buttrick's heirs were her 2 sisters, Lucy Jane Hosmer 
E. Buttrick, Stedman and .L>\deline E. Buttrick, 2 nephews, Stedman Buttrick (wife 
Buttrick, Wi111am A. ]. Olive Bagley Buttrick) and Wm. A. Buttrick, and niece 
Buttrick, and l\fary B. Hoar Mary B. Hoar. However, she left a memorandum stating she 
to Frank B. Bemis wanted her real estate divided among her nieces and 
(estate of Harriet Buttrick) nephews, including George S. Hosmer, not mentioned 

above. So, the 5 "sole and only heirs" mentioned above sold 
their rights to the real estate to Bemis for $1 who in turn sold 
it back to the 3 nephews (including George S. Hosmer, not a 
heir) and 1 niece for $1 (see deed 3151:140). 

Mar. 26, 1904 Frank B. Bemis to Stedman 3151 :140 See explanation- deed 3150:574 
Buttrick, \Xfilliam Buttrick, 
I\1ary B. Hoar, and George 
S. Hosmer 

Feb. 13, 1910 Adeline E. Buttrick, Mary B. 3593:189 $1 to each, "with buildings thereon," ''homestead of 
Hoar, William A. Buttrick, Stedman Buttrick late of said Concord, deceased intestate." 
George S. Hosmer to 
Stedman Buttrick 
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Property Date Grantor I Grantee Deed Comments 

Major John Buttrick Jan. 19, 1916 Stedman Buttrick to town of 4026:554 "being that portion or parcel of my estate abutting on the 
Bas-Relief Concord southerly side of Liberty Street over which is placed the 
Monument memorial to :tvlajor John Buttrick which stands in the stone 

wall running between my property and said Libertv Street" 

Major John Buttrick June 22, 1928 Charles Derby to Stedman 
" 

';> [don't have deed, mentioned in deed 5258:269] "subject to 
houselot Buttrick the right of occupancy and to cut hay and harvest crops of 

said (Charles) Derby set for in said deed and to taxes for the 
year 1928." 

July 23, 1928 Stedman Buttrick (his wife - 5258:269 3.67 acres "with buildings thereon" subject to right of 
Caroline) to Mary B. occupancy, et. As set forth in deed dated June 22, 1928" 
Buttrick (widow of Stedman 
Buttrick - father of Stedman 
in this deed?) 

Calf pasture J\·fay 28, 1792 Jonas Bateman to John 113:118 13 acres river meadow 
Richardson (Sr J 

c. 1792 Tilley Merrick to John 235:523 1 acre 72 rod parcel (approx.) separated from parcel owned 
Richardson (Sr.) by Tilley Merrick during extension of present-day Lowell 

Road to 1-Iunt's Bridge and sold to John Richardson (Sr.) 
[reference found in deed 400: 113, actual deed not acquired] 

.Aug.13, 1838 ]. H. Richardson Qr.) to 400:113 5500. 14 acres 72 rods- "meadowland" mentions a stone 
George M. Barrett and wall along east side of present-day Lowell Road along 
James Woods western progerty boundary. 

Oct 16, 1882 Charles Thompson 1613:344 (don't have a copy of this deed, mentioned in deed 2600:99] 
(executor of the will of 
Rebecca M. Barrett) to Laura 
E. Barrett 

1v1av 8, 1919 John A. Blanchard & Aaron 1322:376 14 acres and 72 rods ''more or less" 
J 

Davis trustees u/w of James 
E. R. Hill to Alice M. Keves 

Sept. 25, 1897 Laura E. Barrett to Edward 2600:99 About 14 acres- "meadow'' 
RHill Edward R. Hill purchased Laura E. Barrett's undivided 1/2 of 

the parcel. 
Nov. 29, 1897 Alfred and Emma F. Smith 2615:72 14 acres 72 rods 

to J. Edward Hill Edward R. Hill>J .. Alfred, and Emma Smith's undivided V2 of 
the parcel. 

Concord Canoe Oct. 9, 1909 Edward J. Bartlett and 3473:182 $.750 
Club property Richard F. Barrett to [portion of Simmons houselot] 

Concord Canoe Club 
Mar. 11, 191 0 Concord Canoe Club to 3505:483 Property collateral for $700 loan from bank, to allow the 

lV!iddlesex Institute for Canoe Club to move their boathouse from where it stood on 
Savings Honeysuckle Island to the land purchased by the club in 

1909 (deed 3473:182). The club had 2 years to pay back the 
loan. 

Jan. 10, 1940 lV!iddlesex Institute for 6361:248 Concord Canoe Club property. 
Savings to Stedman Buttrick Parcel B to NPS in 1963 

Flint field Mav 28, 1879 Adeline Hunt to Emma C. 1510:444 [don't have copy of deed, mentioned in deed 2193:142) 
J 

Flint 
JV1ay 12, 1893 Emma C. Flint to Mary E. 2193:142 About 6 acres with buildings thereon. 

Davis 
May 12, 1893 Mary E. Davis to Emma C. 2193:143 This deed secured a loan, payable in 3 years. 

Flint 
Sept 17, 1910 1vlary E. Davis to Stedman 3550:484 $1 - western 1

/2 of field, west of the swale (Buttrick carriage 
Buttrick house area) [same 1/2 of Parcel A transferred to the NPS in 
(husband Nathan Davis) 1963, deed 2193:142] 

Dec. 6, 1923 Nathan A. Davis (having no 4682:191 "for consideration paid" - eastern 1/z of field, along 
wife), Charles C. Davis Monument Street. [1 /2 of Parcel A to NPS in 1963, deed 
(unmarried), Philip A. Davis, 2193:142) 
Franklin N. and Edith F. "reserving the right of Nathan A. Davis (husband of lvlary E. 
l)rescott, Henry P. and Davis, deceased) to occupy the buildings upon said premise, 
l\'liriam W. Thorpe, Mary with the usual access thereto, for one year free of all expense, 
Ester Davis (unmarried), J . and also the right to remove from said premise the dwelling 
Edmund and Dorothv B. house, one of the barns and the carriage shed on said 
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Property Date Grantor I Grantee Deed Comments 

\Tincent, Wm. J. and Grace premise within said year. 
G. Dolloff, William L. Davis 
to Stedman Buttrick 

Honeysuckle Island .April 7, 1851 George L. Prescott to Abba 613:179 "pasture land containing 3 acres more or less situated near 
I\.f. W. Brooks, wife of the monument in said Concord." "set off and conveyed to 
George M. Brooks (Esq.) Abba !\1. W. Prescott [Brooks) as part of her share of the late 
(Abba's maiden name was Timothy Prescott Estate (info from 699:67) 
Prescott) 

April 20, 1854 John S. Keyes and Ivfartha L. 699:67 S250. "pasture land and meadow land" 
Keyes to Geor_ge L. Prescott [back to Prescott, when did Keves acquire the parcel?l 

Feb. 9, 1888 Charles W. Prescott to Alice 1837:205 S800 . .i\bout 3 acres 
B. Linder and Wm. H. 
Prescott 

Mar. 11, 1897 William H. Prescott, Hiram 2640:266 S 1 and other valuable considerations 
W. Blaisdell, Alice B. Qand formerly belonging to their grandfather Timothy 
Blaisdell to Ida L. Prescott Prescott) 
(wife of Charles W. Prescott) "a certain parcel of land called 'Honeysuckle Island' 

containing 3 acres more or less." 
Transaction also included South field. 

Jan. 6, 1910 Ida L. & Charles W. Prescott 3497:164 $1 - "Honeysuckle Island," about 3 acres. 
to Stedman Buttrick ''free from all encumbrances except a lease to said (Concord) 

Canoe Club" [same as Parcel B transferred to NPS in 19631 
Elisha Jones Oct. 1, 1835 James Jones to Francis 346:16 Land transfer also included Sargent's Field and the Simmons 
houselot Barrett, Ann Maria He,vett houselot. 

(wife of Horatio Hewett), The deed referred to Sargent's Field and the Elisha Jones 
George H. Barrett, Augusta houselot together as the "homestead" containing 
A twill (wife of Herman approximately 18 acres. 
A twill) and Catherine Barrett 

July 18, 1836 James Jones to Nathan 354:330 "are the same heretofore conveyed by the said Jones to said 
Barrett Barrett on fee and in mortgage" 

Land transfer also included Sargent's field and the Simmons 
houselot. 

April4, 1863 Nathan Barrett to l\tfartha L. 912:144 1 0 V2 acres more or less 
Keyes, wife of John Keyes "farm of land ... and the buildings thereon ... commonly 
(esquire in her own right) known as the Jones farm." Also included Sargent's field (10 

acres more or less) 
Keyes pasture April25, 1894 Woodward Hudson (admin. 2269:481 Sullivan purchased one undivided 1 /5 of land contained 

Estate of George Keyes) to within 5 parcels. In addition to the Keyes Pasture, one of the 
William Sullivan parcels was the Muster Field. 
[George Keyes inherited his Keyes Pasture - "with buildings thereon ... about 3 1/ 2 

1 I 5 from his son Arthur F. ac.res" 
Keyes who died in 1888 at 
the age of 19. 

April 26, 1894 Wtllia.m Sullivan to Bessie K. 2269:483 Sullivan sold his undivided 1/ 5 of land (see 2269:481) to the 
Hudson, Marion B. Keyes, other four owners. (also included the Muster field) 
Grace B. Keyes, and George 
L. Keyes 

11ay 13, 1903 George S. Keyes to Marion 3039:335 GeorgeS. Keyes sold his portion of the 4 parcels included in 
B. and Grace B. Keyes the deed to the 2 women. Bessie K. Hudson, also listed as a 

co-owner in deed 2269:481 was not mentioned in this deed. 
In addition to Keyes pasture, Muster Field was one of the 4 
properties in the transaction; both were included in deed 
2269:481. 

May 1938 George S. Keyes et al to 6214:284 Indenture- also included the Muster Field 
Bessie K. Hudson 

June 11, 1938 Bessie Hudson to GeorgeS. 6214:282 2 documents in book 6214 appear to have been recorded 
Keyes, et al. out of order (date) -also included the l'vfuster Field 

Quarter acre May 26, 1875 John I-Iosmer and Lucy Jane 9092:589 S.1 and other considerations 
landform under The Buttrick his wife interested "a certain parcel of meadowland ... at the Old North Bridge 
Minute Man statue in her own right, Adeline containing one quarter of an acre" ''to be used for 
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Property Date Grantor/ Grantee Deed Comments 

Buttrick, Harriet Buttrick, monument ground and a road to and from and around said 
George Buttrick, and !vfinute ~fan and upon the further condition that the said 
William Buttrick to the inhabitants shall forever make and maintain a suitable fence 
Inhabitants of Concord around said land and shall not have any right of way to said 

lot over other land adjoining .. . " 
Muster Field Mar. 24, 1823 Joshia Davis to John Keyes, 258:127 J oshia Davis sold his 1~ interest in the land ( 46 acres with 

Samuel Hoar, and Nathan buildings) to the three men for S172.50. Parcel also included 
Brooks the Captain David Brown _illattle Lawn) parcel. 

Nov. 30, 1849 Samuel Hoar to Samuel H. 575:23 Large tract that also included Capt. David Brown houselot 
Rhodes (Battle Lawn), "excepting and reserving all ways and rights of 

ways . .t\ small piece is marked out for widening the road 
(Libertv St) near said Buttrick's (Stedman) house." 

April 12, 1867 Samuel I-f. Rhodes to 1003:68 Same parcel as deed 57 5:23. Parcel also included the Capt. 
George Keyes David Brown houselot (Battle Lawn) 

April 25, 1894 Woodward Hudson (admin. 2269:481 Sullivan purchased one undivided fifth of land contained 
Estate of George Keyes) to within 5 parcels. In addition to the Muster Field, one of the 
William Sullivan parcels was Keyes pasture. 
[George Keyes inherited his 
1 I 5 from his son Arthur F. 
Keyes who died in 1888 at 
the age of 19. 

April 26, 1894 William Sullivan to Bessie K. 2269:483 Sullivan sold his undivided 115 of land (see 2269:481) to the 
Hudson, Marion B. Keyes, other four owners. (also included Keyes pasture) 
Grace B. Keyes, and George 
L. Keyes 

1 'Iay 13, 1903 George S. Keyes to 1\tlarion 3039:335 George S. Keyes sold his portion of the 4 parcels included in 
B. and Grace B. Keyes the deed to the 2 women. Bessie K. Hudson, also listed as a 

co-owner in deed 2269:481 was not mentioned in this deed. 
In addition to the Muster Field, Keyes pasture was one of the 
4 properties in the transaction; both were included in deed 
2269:481. 

May 1938 George S. Keyes et al to 6214:284 Indenture - also included Keyes pasture 
Bessie K. Hudson 

June 11, 1938 Bessie Hudson to George S. 6214:282 2 documents in book 6214 appear to have been recorded 
Keyes, et al. out of order (date). 1\lso included Keyes pasture. 

Monument Street Feb. 16. 1893 Fanny Ripley to Mary E. 2177:589 Cost $1 -(real estate, house money, and personal property 
parking lot Simmons and Sophia Thayer belonging to the estate of Rev. Samuel Ripley) Fanny 

requests they should pay a sum equal to 1 I 3 property value 
within one year to her nephew David Loring. 
Large parcel - also includes parcel north of Monument Street 
parking lot parcel, Poplar Hill, and the Old 11anse houselot 
and field. 

? [didn't copy David Loring to Mary 2193:287 Included all land formerly owned by Ezra Ripley and passed 
last page of Simmons and Sophia B. to Samuel Ripley- 35 acres. Same land as in deed 2177:589) 
deed] Thayer David Loring relinquished any hold he may have had on the 

Old Manse property to the two women. 
Mar. 6, 1908 William H. & Edward E. 3355:419 Elizabeth R. (Ripley) Simmons received all of the Old Manse 

Simons to Elizabeth R. property etc. mentioned in deed 2177:589 from her mother's 
Simmons (Mary E. Simmons) will with the understanding that she 

would "convey all her right, title, and interest in the 
Simmons' estate (property) to her two brothers William and 
Edward. The deed acknowledges that she did convey her 
right to the Simmons' estate and that her brothers quit 
claimed the Old Manse property, etc. to her (see 2271:131 -
indicates the mother and the 3 siblings all co-owned the 
Simmons property). 

Parcel north of Feb. 16. 1893 Fanny Ripley to Mary E. 2177:589 Cost $1 - (real estate, house money, and personal property 
Monument Street Simmons and Sophia Thayer belonging to the estate of Rev. Samuel Ripley) Fanny 
parking lot requests they should pay a sum equal to 113 property value 

within one year to her nephew David Loring. 
Large parcel -also includes Monument Street parking lot 
parcel, Poplar Hill, and the Old Manse houselot and field. 
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? [didn't copy David Loring to Jv1ary 2193:287 Included all land formerly owned by Ezra Ripley and pasged 
last page of Simmons and Sophia B. to Samuel Ripley- 35 acres. Same land as in deed 2177:589) 
deed] Thaver 

.I 
David Loring relinquished any hold he may have had on the 
Old 1vianse property to the two women. 

l\1ar. 6, 1908 William 1-I. & Edward E. 3355:419 Elizabeth R. (Ripley) Simmons received all of the Old Manse 
Simons to Elizabeth R. property etc. mentioned in deed 2177:589 from her mother's 
Simmons (Mary E. Simmons) will with the understanding that she 

would "convey all her right, tide, and interest in the 
Simmons' estate (property) to her two brothers William and 
Edward. The deed acknowledges that she did convey her 
right to the Simmons' estate and that her brothers quit 
claimed the Old Manse property, etc. to her (see 2271:131-
indicates the mother and the 3 siblings all co-owned the 
Simmons property). 

Old Manse houselot Feb. 16. 1893 Fanny Ripley to Mary E . 2177:589 Cost S1 -(real estate, house money, and personal property 
and field Simmons and Sophia Thayer belonging to the estate of Rev. Samuel Ripley) Fanny 

requests they should pay a sum equal to 1 /3 property value 
within one year to her nephew David Loring. 
Large parcel - also includes l\.1onument Street parking lot 
parcel, parcel north of Monument Street parking lot, and 
Poplar Hill. 

? [didn't copy David Loring to Mary 2193:287 Included all land fo.rmerly owned by Ezra Ripley and passed 
last page of Simmons and Sophia B. to Samuel Ripley- 35 acres. Same land as in deed 2177:589) 
deed] Thayer 

" 
David Loring relinquished any hold he may have had on the 
Old Manse property to the two women. 

Mar. 6, 1908 William H. & Edward E. 3355:419 Elizabeth R. (Ripley) Simmons received all of the Old Manse 
Simons to Elizabeth R. property etc. n1entioned in deed 2177:589 from her mother's 
Simmons (Mary E. Simmons) will with the understanding that she 

would "convey all her right, tide, and interest in the 
Simmons' estate (property) to her two brothers William and 
Edward. The deed acknowledges that she did convey her 
right to the Simmons' estate and that her brothers quit 
claimed the Old Manse property, etc. to her (see 2271:131-
indicates the mother and the 3 siblings all co-owned the 
Simmons propertv). 

Poplar Hill Feb. 16. 1893 Fanny Ripley to :ivlary E. 2177:589 Cost Sl -(real estate, house money, and personal property 
Simmons and Sophia Thayer belonging to the estate of Rev. Samuel Ripley) Fanny 

requests they should pay a sum equal to 1 I 3 property value 
within one year to her nephew David Loring. 
Large parcel - also includes Monument Street parking lot 
parcel, parcel north of Monument Street parking lot parcel, 
and the Old Manse houselot and field. 

? [didn't copy David Loring to Mary 2193:287 Included all land formerly owned by Ezra Ripley and passed 
last page of Simmons and Sophia B. to Samuel Ripley- 35 acres. Same land as in deed 2177:589) 
deed] Thayer David Loring relinquished any hold he may have had on the 

Old Manse property to the two women. 
March 6, William H. & Edward E . 3355:419 Elizabeth R. (Ripley) Simmons received all of the Old Manse 
1908 Simons to Elizabeth R. property etc. mentioned in deed 2177:589 from her mother's 

Simmons (Mary E. Simmons) will with the understanding that she 
would ''convey all her right, title, and interest in the 
Simmons' estate (property) to her two brothers William and 
Edward. The deed acknowledges that she did convey her 
right to the Simmons' estate and that her brothers quit 
claimed the Old Manse property, etc. to her (see 2271:131-
indicates the mother and the 3 siblings all co-owned the 
Simmons property). 

Sargent field Oct. 1, 1835 James Jones to Francis 346:16 Land transfer also included the Elisha Jones houselot and the 
Barrett, Ann 11aria Hewett Simmons houselot. 
(wife of Horatio Hewett), The deed referred to Sargent's Field and the Elisha Jones 
George H. Barrett, Augusta houselot together as the "homestead" containing 
A twill (wife of Herman approximately 18 acres. 
Atwill) and Catherine Barrett 
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Property Date Grantor I Grantee Deed Comments 

July 18, 1836 James Jones to Nathan 354:330 ''are the same heretofore conveyed by the said Jones to said 
Barrett Barrett on fee and in mortgage" Land transfer also included 

the Elisha 1 ones houselot and the Simmons houselot. 

April 4 ~· 1863 Nathan Barrett to Martha L. 912:144 3. acres more or less 
Keyes, wife of John Keyes ''farm of land ... and the buildings thereon . . . ·commonly 
(esquire in her own right) known as the Jones farm." Also included Elisha Jones 

houselot (1 0 1/z acres more or less) 
Simmons houselot June 26, 1794 Ezra Ripley to Elisha Jones 127:192 Silver of land (triangular) separated from a parcel owned by 

Ezra Ripley (originally connected to present-day :tvfonument 
Street parking lot parcel) during the extension of present-day 
!v1onument Street to Flint's Bridge and sold to Elisha Jones. 

Oct. 1, 1835 James Jones to Ftancis 346:16 Referred to as the "Bridge Pasture" and contained 
Barrett, Ann Maria Hewett approximately 3 acres. 
(wife of Horatio Hewett), 
George H. Barrett, Augusta Land transfer also included Sargent's Field and the Elisha 
A twill (wife of Herman Jones houselot 
Atwill) and Catherine Barrett 

July 18, 1836 James Jones to Nathan 354:330 ''are the same heretofore conveyed by the said Jones to said 
Barrett Barrett on fee and in mortgage''' Land transfer also included 

the Elisha Jones houselot and Sargenes field. 
Mar. 10, 1894 Mary E . Simmons, William 2271:131 S1 and othet valuable consideration.__ "a certain parcel of 

H. Simmons, Edward E. land with buildings there on ... known as the Simmons 
Simmons, Elizabeth R. place" 
Simmons to Edward F. and 3 acres more or less 
Lauta F. Hodges 

Sept. 30, 1905 Edward F. ~nd Laura F. ? [don't have deed, mentioned in deed 3189:291] 
Hodges to Charles W. 
Prescott 

Oct. 6, 1905 Charles W. Prescott to 3189:291 "about 3 acres" With "buildings thereon" 
Thomas W. Surrette 

Jun·e 12, 1907 Thomas W. Surrette to 3314:312 [don't have deed, mentioned in deed 3473:182] 
Edward J .. Bartlett and 
Richard J. Barrett 

.. 

Nov. 6, 1911 Edward J. Bartlett artd 3646:364 S1 ·''with buildings thereon" 
Richard J. Barrett to Georgie 
Nichols Tanner 

Dec. 1) 1937 Edward N. Chase, l\ffidred 6172:115 2 documents in book 6172 appear to have been recorded out 
Pope Moore, Margaret Pope of order (date) 
l\1arion to Edw. N. Chase 
and Gardner Marion 
(trustees under a 6,.J0-37 
declaration trust) 

Probably June Edward N. ~chase, Mildred 6172:116 (didn't copy end of document) 
30, 1937 Pope Moore, Margaret Pope declaration of trust (see 6172: 115) 

!vfarion (donors) conveyed 
to Edward N. Chase and 
Gardener S. Chase (trustees) 

South field Mar. 11, 1897 William H. Prescott, Hiram 2640:266 $1 and other valuable .considerations 
W. Balled, Alice B. Balled to (land formerly belonging to their grandfather Timothy 
ld L. Prescott (wife of Prescott) "garden lot" of ''five acres more or less" 
Charfes W. Prescott) Transaction also included Hone_ysuckle Island. 
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1875 l.l' out phm for Monument Street ''as ordered b~ the Count) Commil>Sioners, 1875. (Middlesex 
Count'\ Ree:istl) ofDee&., outhem Di!ttrict, Plans DepMtllleot) 
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Deeds, Southern Di!ttrict. Plan:. Department) 
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1928 "Plan of Land swYeyed for Mrs. Mary B. Buttrick." (M.iddlese.x Coun~ Registry of Deeds, Soulhem 
District, Plans Depanment) 
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Aerial Photograph of the North Bridge Unit, c . 1943. (255-1-253, National Resource Conservanon SeC\'lCC, 
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HP 1\tM 3012, Aprill954 (NPS-19, Box 5, Roll 8, 
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