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Ensuring acceptable risk for Mojave National Preserve springs
by Chuck Pettee

After months of negotiation, an agrev:
ment was reached in 2oo2 betwevt th
U.S. Department of the Interior and
Metropolitan Water District of Suuthers
California to protect spring tows at
Mojave National Preserve. Aissue w.s
the water district’s proposed Cadi.
Ground Water Storage and Dry Yueur
Supply Project for a desert basin near
Mojave National Preserve.

The project would divert surpius
Colorado River water and store it
ground. During dry vears botr the stared
water and groundwater would ot
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drawn and sent 1o users i souinen
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the preserye’s springs. i v Doparinet o
the Interior’s approvil v arighi-ul-we

2 ‘ permit for the project hinged iy part vi.

| Preserve, California. preventing such umpacts.
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unnamed spring, Providence Mountains, Mojave Nationa

After months of data analysis, the tech-  occurs early enough to prevent future
nical experts could not resolve differing changes in spring flows. This is necessary
opinions about the potential for impact. because spring flow changes may not
The stalemate was broken when the water occur for decades after pumping, when it
district accepted the risk associated with is too late for mitigation. m ’
the technical uncertainty and committed
to operate the project to prevent interfer- g‘i’;‘f'v%::m;%s&ge:‘f)ivision. Fort Collins,
ence with spring flows. The water district  colorado
would get less water than planned if its
assumptions were wrong. A Ground
\Water Monitoring and Management Plan
was developed to ensure that protecting
spring flow was undertaken in a cost-
offective and technically adequate man-
ner. The plan requires that pumping be
momitored by a network of wells and that
the monitoring system be managed to
adapt to changing data needs. The intent
is to develop models for forecasting the
cficcts of pumping so that mitigation
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