


about watershed dynamics at MABI. This information should be included in the
planning process to establish goals and methods for observing potential change
associated with forest management practices.

The potential for preparing a water scoping report was discussed briefly with
Christina Marts. A synthesis of water resource information currently available and
indication of knowledge gaps would benefit the production of a comprehensive
forest management plan_ While I will assist MABI with the forest plan as time
allows, I encourage the park to present a technical assistance request to the
NPS Water Resource Division asking for hydrologic assistance. The formal WRa
technical assistance request could be structured as a general request for forest
plan assistance, which could ultimately support a future scoping report. A full
scoping report should also be requested, but I recommend submitting this
separately in hopes of ensuring MABI more immediate assistance.

Erosion

Erosion along portions of the MABI trail system is likely associated with trail
construction and maintenance_ Water bars along some trails were poorly placed
or nonexistent. Cross country ski trails had recently been altered in preparation
for the upcoming season. The ski trails were deeply incised, did not include water
diversion improvements, and were left as bare soil_ I recommend using best
management practices for trail maintenance and reconstruction. Coarse wood
chips from forest management activities could provide protection from erosion
when spread on trails. I will include Information on water bar construction for
pathways with this document, but suggest consulting with a trail design expert for
proper erosion control methods.

Portions of the Pogue Carriage Road are being degraded by stormwater. The
area has been examined by an engineer for culvert placement. While culvert
installation will reduce roadway impacts from stormwater, hillslope erosion and
resultant sediment load to surface water should be considered when developing
a stormwater mitigation plan. I will forward a best management plan document
for roadway construction, which includes information on erosion and sediment
control, Erosion associated with outflow from culverts currently along Pogue
Road could also be mitigated through incorporation of the techniques described
in the BMP document_

Thank you for the opportunity to visit IVIARL i enjoyed my visit and look forward to
continued interaction with MABI staff in the near future. If there are any questions
or comments you have relative to issues described above, or other issues of
concern, please do not hesitate to contact me.


