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01-17-1956: dear mr. binnewies: thank you for your kind letter of november 28, 1956. ; january 17, 1956

o,

17 January, 1956

Fred W. Rinnewles, Superintendent
Death Valley National Monument
Death Valley, California

Dear Mr. Binnewles:

Thank you for your kind letter of November 28, 1956. I am sorry
to not have answered it sooner.

I can only say that Dad's passing was in a manner which most men
hope for and few achieve, quite quick and painless. Since hls
vassing T have been impressed by the tremendous number of friends
he had made who have made themselves known.

I had hopned to mset you before now. I talked in November with
Wr. Ngston, whom I deeply respect, and he mentionad his rogard
for ycur administration.

My future plans for the property at Rhodes Well include retention
of the Mister claims and Millsite, and possibly patenting them.

At present my fathsr's interest, an undivided %, 1s in the process
of probate. Upon settloement of such proceadings I hope to have
at my disposal 50% of the proverty interest, with the other 50%

in the-hands of our long-tims partner, Lance D. Smith, Atty.,
158251, East Maln Street, Puente, California.

I have lately made several trips to the property, the major object
being to safeguard i1t agalnst trespassers. ' Oh my last trip I
found that the Shack had been broken into and several items were
missing. T have strengthened the locks and hinges so that this
should not recur with casual trespassers. One cannot guard against
determined breakers-in.

I have left the green shack wlthout a lock, to take care of anyone
who happens to need shelter.

I hope that you and your staff will find opportunity to make
occasional visits to the Rhodes Well Millsite, and that you will
inform me of any conditions found that should be called to my
attention.

I am presently arranging for a convention of the Gsological Society
of America, Cordilleran Section, to be held 1n Reno the Friday

and Saturday before Easter. Should I be able to get away for a
few days prior to that, I shall try to stop in and have a chat

with you. If you'ard iIn Reno at any time I hope that you will

take opportunity to visit us.

I thank you again for your kind interest.

Sincersly, g}és/g MILEL,

MeGirk,Jr.
870 Evans Avenue
Rann. Nevada




11-28-1955: dear dr. mcgurk: i learned with sorrow of the passing of your father last summer ; november 28, 1955

Death Valley National lMomument
Death Valley, California

November 28, 1955

Dr. Lon McGirk

‘Mackay School of Mines
University of Nevada
Rieno, Novada

Dear Dre McGurks

I learned with sorrow of the passing of your father
last summer, and Death Valley haa lost another of its old residents.
I only had the pleasure of meeting lMre MeGirk once and spent a
very pleasant afterncon with him

I would like to ask about your future plans for the
property at Rhodes Well, and just what interests you may have there,
Do you intend to continue some use or will you dispose of it? s

Sincerely,

Fred W, Binnewies
Superintendsnt

Supporting Hydro Data




00-00-0000: record of well

(’?‘;212?7 . ITED STATES c
DEPAR T OF THE INTERIOR 0
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
WATER RESOURCES BRANCH

RECORD OF WELL

1. Location: State . Celifornie County _ Inyo

Nearest P. O. _Shoshome ... Direction from P. O. _SeWe |

Distance from P. 0. 18 miles; . 1 sec. .15, T. 21X _, R. LE. s |

If in city, give street and number oeabe: prefion gl dEisedfion

Rhodes Well,
2. Owner: Death Valley Natl. Monument Address _Death Valley, Californie

Driller: . Unkncwm BAdress coesme some e

. Situation: Is well on upland, in valley, or on hillside ? Hillsgide

>

. Elevation of top of well: LI s < the level of

(Above or below) (Sea, depot, lake, or stream)
. Type of well: ____Dug ; kind of drilling vigused ...
(Dug, driven, bored, or drilled) (Solid tool, jetting, rotary, ete.)
6. Depth of well: .30 ft.; year in which well was finished Unknown
Does well enter rock? _yes__; if so, at what depth? _2Y_____ ft.; kind of rock __Shale

7. Diameter: At top ____ 60' ,,,,,,,, inches; at bottom LIB ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, inches.

ot

8. Principal water bed:
(Gravel, sand, clay, or rock. If rock, state kind)

Depth to principal water bed ft.; thicknessof bed ft.
If other water supplies were found, give depth to each
9. Casings: Kind ; size ;length ft.; between depths of . and ft.

Kind ; size ;length ft.; between depths of . and ft.
Kind oo } 81%0 e length e ft.; between depthsof .. and . ____ ft.

Packers (if any): Depth at which packers were used ; kind

Screen or Strainer: Was well finished with sereen? ____.______; kind of screen 1
length of sereen ft.; diameter inches ; size of openings

10. Head: Does well at present overflow without pumping? ._No____ ; did it overflow whennew? X

if flowing, give pressure ___lb. per sq. inch; or height water will rise in a pipe ______ ft. above surface;
original pressure or head ... ; if not flowing, give water level in well ____ 5. ft, below surface.

11. Pump: Is the well pumped? 00 ; kind of pump :
size or capacity of pump ; kind of power _

12. Yield: Natural flow at present (if any) .. gallons per minute; original flow . gallons per minute;
well has been pumped at ... . gallons per minute continuously for hours;
quantity of water ordinarily obtained fromwell . gallons per day.

13. Use: For what purpose is the water used? ____ Mining, Cempers

14. Quality of the water: ”B&rd'"l?ggﬂ?{{f'f}'e';}]';}';';ic;fe?;f{ ................. ; is there an analysis? ...

15. Cost of well, not including pump: .. Temperature of water °F.

Name of person filling blank / s/ Ts Ra GOODWE N
Date . o Address ,De'g;h%.vgiigwtnf:ﬂ\[%g;%%‘g?n dent,

60642
On the back of this sheet give the record of the beds through which the well passes and any other facts not given above.




00-00-0000: log of well

LOG OF WELL

DEPTH, IN FEET .
KIND OF ROCKE OR OTHER MATERIAL THICENESS, REMARKS
(Give eolor and tell whether hard or soft) . From— To— IN FEET (Especially information as to water foun:
T
V. 5 COVERNNENTFROYTING 0FTICE 6—0642

Other Supporting Information




12-10-1964: subject: rhodes springs, death valley ; december 10, 1964

1SgdT Manuel Morris
Manuel Morris wobpe
DEC 1) 1964

* inecming letter e
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12-04-1964: subject: apps 15375, 17374, and 17376 trinity river and clear creek in trinity county your file 154 ; december 04, 1964

STATE OF CALIFORNIA—RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN, Governor

STATE WATER RIGHTS BOARD

ROOM 1140 * 1416 9th ST. * SACRAMENTO 95814

KENT SILYERTHORNE, Chairman
RALPH J, McGILL, Member
W. A. ALEXANDER, Member

December 4, 1964

U, S, Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Western Region

P. 0. Box 36063

San Francisco, California 94102

Subject: Applications 15375, 17374, and 17376
Trinity River and Clear Creek in Trinity County
Your File L54

Gentlemen:

In further reference to your letter of November 2, we note that
in our reply of November 16 we failed to answer your questions
in the last paragraph.

A search of our records determines that there are no water right
filings on Virgin and Rhodes Springs in T21N, R4E, SBB&M, in

Inyo County., However, we suggest that there could be old appropri-
ative rights initiated prior to December 19, 1914, effective date
of the Water Commission Act, and riparian rights, neither of which
is generally of record.

If we can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact us.
Sincerely,

Y. Ay

L. K. H1l
Executive Officer




11-23-1964: subject: usgs report, 'water-resources of ashford mill and emigrant ranger station, death valley national monument, c

November 23, 196l

L5k

Memorandum

Tos Regional Director, Western Region
Froms Superintendent, Death Valley

Subject: USGS Report, "Watere-Resources of Ashford Mill and
Emigrant Ranger Station, Death Valley National Monument,
California®

We have reviewed the subject report and concur with the recommendation
that the first test well be at the mouth of Emigrant Canyon. Our
second choice would be at the Emigrant Ranger Station in the event
that the first one proves unsatisfactory.

Other than the enclosed copy of the Record of Well, which is the only
material in Water Right Docket No. 1L, Rhodes Well, and the informa-

tion contained in the subject roport, we have no additional informa-
tion concerning Virgin Spring or Rhodes Well.

John A, Aubuchon

Enclosure

ce
File
Reading file

WNBurgen:fe




10-30-1964: subject: usgs report, 'water-resources of ashford mill and emigrant ranger station, death valley national monument, c

UNITED STATES

1'64 aw

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ;| 0 01 o0 8 ety

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE R AT @"Z’Z

October 30, 1964 S 2 .‘%

IN REPLY REFER TO! e 9.‘_.‘,; M ;— %

L5h‘ iz v, g‘"l"~ 54 ‘—_
Ly, i 7

e / f m VALLEY ML M

e, .
Memorandum /gff 2t st B, S S /é)z—
To: Superintendent, Death Valley LTPP. /o/dﬂ( cord 5 o

f&‘ft‘#!
From: Hydraulic Engineer, Division of Land & Water Rights, : ‘
Western Region - fow

Subject: USGS Report, "Water-Resources of Ashford Mjll and

Emigrant Ranger Station, Death Valley National Monument,
California"

Enclosed are four copies of the subject report by M..G. Croft,
presented in final form.

In reviewing the report and the development plans for the two areas

involved, it is noted that development at the Ashford Mill District

includes ranger and maintenance stations and is currently scheduled

for FY 1971. We also noted drilling of a test well for this area is
proposed for FY 1969.

The report does not indicate strong optimism for water of either
good quality or quantity. It suggests Virgin Spring and Rhodes
Spring as supplemental sources, if the test well is low yielding.
Mr. Croft's description of these springs agrees with the Welles
Report where they are additionally identified as source #137
(Rnodes Spring) end #138 (Virgin Spring). The meager quantity of
1-2 gpm available from Virgin Spring and its distance from the
development site of roughly 6 miles would rule this spring out as
a supplemental source. It should be retained as a wildlife water-
ing station as the Welles Report recommends. Rhodes Spring, on the
other hand, might poasibly serve as & supplementary source but only
because of its proximity to the developwent site. Mr. Croft does
not report M’.l flow, but Mr. Welles indicates an observed flow of
“1 plus gpm." A telephone call on October 28 to Messrs. Croft and
Kunkel of the USGS confirmed that these springs are not capable of
producing appreciably,moxe water than they are now presently showing.




10-30-1964: subject: usgs report, 'water-resources of ashford mill and emigrant ranger station, death valley national monument, c

They further felt the prospects for a good well supply are also quite
poor. It would have its best chance however, at the site recommended
in the report, if it is drilled into the continental deposits that lie
below the alluvium, and above the basement complex.

The extensive development planned for Ashford is going to depend on
an adequate quantity of water to sustain it. It is important to know
its availability in advance of all other planning. Failure to find
an adequate supply at this early date would still enable an adjustment
in either size or location of this development without unreasonable
difficulties. It may be possible to include a test well in the
current fiscal year's program, and to do so would combine nicely with
the test well proposed for the Emigrant Ranger Station area.

Incidentally, our water rights files do not reveal any information
on either of the springs mentioned above. We are writing to the

State Water Rights Board to determine what their records show. We
would appreciate receiving any information you might .already have.

The second part of the report deals with the Emigrant Renger Station
area. Here, the prospects are much more optimistic. Of the three
test sites suggested in the report, we would recommend waking the
first try at the mouth of Emigrant Cenyon, rather than at the Ranger
Station itself. It would seem to us that & storage tank would be
located close to the well from which a gravity supply would serve
the Station. Availability of a suitable site and povwer for pump
operation mey be overriding factors for drilling at the other
locations given in the report.

We will hold up preparation of the Emigrant Ranger Stvation speci-
Tications until we receive your comments.

el Morris

Enclosures U4
ces

Chief, WODC (2) w/copy of report
Director (SIW) /w/copy of report




03-01-1961: dear mr. hill: we wish to know if the water of rhodes spring, located in projected section 10 and 1 ; march 01, 1961

RECEIVED m

Ch, Rgr, - |
MAR 3 1961 N
| Erme e
n- 0 Nay Nat) Mon. ki
REGION FOUR — e
L 5h 180 New Montgomery Street ‘ . LT {\:

'”L)‘U)’(L “\{1

| Wivirt: A
Ban Francisco 5, California }\— Wt At
March 1, 1961 )

Mro Iu xo Hiu’
Executive Officer

State Water Rights Board
Sacramento, California

Dear Mr. Hill:

We wish to know if the water of Rhodes Spring, located

in projected Bection 10 or 11, Township 21 North, Range 4

East, San Bernardino Meridian in Death Valley National Monument
has been appropriated. Please let us know the status of any
“applications which may have been made.

Bincerely yours,

(SGDY JOHN B, WOSKY
John B. Wosky
Regional Chief of Operations

Copy to: Direator

Bupt., Death Valley /




02-27-1956: dear mr. binnewies: in response to your inquiry of february 27 ; march 02, 1956

GOODWIN J. KNIGHT

IARVEY O. BANKS, STATE ENGINKER SOYRENOR.OF OALIFORIIA FRANK B. DURKEE
CHIEF OF DIVISION DIRECTOR

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Department of Public Works

SACRAMENTO
ADDRESS REPLY TO
DIVISION OF WATER RESCURCES
P. 0. BOX 1078
SACRAMENTO B . e
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING R ) oty iy
1120 N STRERT v
. -
IR = 196

[/ TR AT A it rrata.

T
Mr. Fred W. Binnewies r——*—‘“"¥j:J
Superintendent

Death Valley National Monument
Death Valley, California

Dear Mr. Binnewies:

In response to your inquiry of February 27
please be advised that there are no applications be-
fore this office for appropriation from Rhodes-Well
or Rhodes-Spring in T21N, RLE, SBB&M.

. ) If we can be of further assistance to you
do not hesitate to call upon us.

Very truly yours,

HARVEY O. BANKS, STATE ENGINEER

BY . #, :
W. R. Gianelli
Supervising Hydraulic Engineer




02-27-1956: dear sir: it will be very much appreciated if you will let us know if there is a record of any water rights on rhodes well ;

Death Valley National Momument
Death Vealley, California

February 27, 1956

8tate Engineer
Division of Water Resources
D.partment of Public Works
401 Public Works Building
Sacramento, California
Dear 8irs
It w1l be very much gppreciated if you will let us
know 1f there is a record of any water rights on Rhodes Well (or
Rhodes 8pring) in T 21 N, R 4 E, Sen Bernardinoe Meridian.

Sincerely,

Fred W, Binnewies
Superintendent

FWB/dtm

Docket Information

Number of Documents in Docket 13
Documents Dated from 11/28/1955 to 10/31/1973
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