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Subjeetr Nighthawk $pecinen

0n August L9, L969, ["yle.[&isorx found a Csmnon Nighthal'k (Chord.eiLes
ninsr) dead. on ttre paved. r@ed @n EL Morro NationaL Uonunent. fids
EFGInen rao Lator preparea as a study skin by Nornan Messinger and
is fL8? in the Bird Goalection at SI{A,C. f eompared this skiu rlltl
tho ffune cedes of skins of ehord,eiLe,s mirnor he4ry! at the Museun of
Northern Ariizona and also riffi tr@SA in the ool-Leo-
tion at ttro Fetrified National Monument. It becarle apparent to dre
ttrert #L$T nas another subopecies. R.eonntly I sent tnii speciucn to
Dr. Aloxa,nd.er Wetnsrer $nithsonl-an Institution, rho, in solLaboration
with Dr. A1Lan R. Phil.Lips; bas identified it as OhordeiLes n:inor
hqrcellli, fornerLy call"ed rHowoLL rs Nighttrank.n T66E;ffiifrffi6'rn of
f,LW as howelLi oonfirned Dr. PhiLLips| suopicions expreosed to ne on
a previoiG-iffiinatieno of tlds spe"i-no,r.

According to W. Tl. Oooke, as reported, in Eirdo of New Mexico, by
Florenee M. Eailey (192S), the subspecien hemryi formerlly ca11.ed the
nWestern $ighthawk,rf is a w1deJ"y distributed, bneeder in New Mexicor
incl-udirng ttre Ztrui Mountains a few nil-es northeast of EL Morro. llow-
everr the eubopecies howeLL! neets in the extremo norttreastorn lnrt
of New He:cieo (as rcfil??-ii ll;mning, Oentral Utah, and CoLoraAo) t'ut
hao aever been reported fron Arizona nor does Cooke (L92S) report it
on migration west of the Rio Grande Yalley in New Mexlco. The El Morro
specinen thus nay wel-1" be ttre nost westerly reoord of a nigrating
nigtrthank of the race hore"LLi.

I wil"l, Let you know, Xac, rtaen I
Honument.

Copy tot Regional Chief of Interpretation
Sr*perintendent, Fetrified. Forest
Dr. AlLan R. Phillips

aan spend more tine for you on the
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