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08-16-1973: water right/source docket information

WATER RESOURCES/WATER RI_ _S DATE: August 16, 1973

WATER RIGHI/SOURCE DOCKET INFORMATION

REGION Western Region ~ AREA_ Joshua Tree National Monument
SITE__ _Pinto Well #2

STATE__California COUNTY Riverside County DOCKET NO__WR #1
LOCATION_wy 1/4, N 1/4, SE 1/4, Sec. &, T3S, R1SE, SBBSM
REGIONAL BASIN LOCAL BASIN Pirks Baga,

ACQUIRED BY_ prilling

APPLICATION, PERMIT CERTIFICATE

ACTION DUE PRIORITY RESERVATION _ August 10, 1936 .
QUANTITY, UsE

STATUS_Active i SOURCE._Well

REMARKS i i i 431 .

‘M'#*‘.v}{{a_ wandk #)8j00 100

NARRATIVE: The Kaiser Steel Corporation drilled a well on Joshua Tree National Monument in
November, 1954. It was 575' deep, and was named Pinto Well #2.

However, igdigging the well, Kaiser trespassed on National Park Service property; the
well was drilled some 1000' inside the Monument. Tonsettle the government's claims against
it for this trespass, Kaiser paid a sum of money to the government, agreed to construct a fenc
around the well and repair the scenery around the site, and released.to the government any
interests it might claim over the well. This release was executed on October 23, 1956.

For several years thereafter, Kaiser sought to obtain special permission from the Patrk
Service to use this water in a nearby mining operation, and in a city which was to be built ne
near the mine. L€ was decided in 1968 that Kaiser should not be given use of the water, excep
on a temporary, emergency basis, until it could show that it had already fully developed other
water sources available to it. Such a showing was not made.
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Joshua Tree National Monument
Water Right #1
Outline of Assembly - Correspondence

1.

2,

3.

4,

Letter to Superintendent from Attorneys, April 14, 1955
Memorandum to Regional Director from Chief Water Resources, June 30, 1955
Memorandum to Regional Director from Chief Water Resources, June 5, 1956

Letter to Assistant Attorney General from Ezekiel G. Stoddard,

November 9, 1956

5.

10,

11.

12,

13.

Letter to Solicitor from Assistant Attorney General, November 20, 1956
Memorandum to Director from Assistant Solicitor, November 28, 1956
Memorandum to Regional Director from Chief Water Resources, December 6, 1956
Letter to Kaiser Steel Corporation from Director, March 13, 1958

Letter to Director from Kaiser Steel, May 25, 1959

Letter to Kaiser Steel Corporation from Acting Director, June 5, 1959
Memorandum to Regional Director from Acting Director, June 8, 1959
Memorandum to Regional Director from Chief Water Resources, May 25, 1961

Memorandum to Chief Division of Land and Water Rights from Special

Projects Officer, June 1, 1987

State Water Rights Documentation




10-23-1956: release: kaiser steel corporation releases to the u.s.a. any and all interest in and to what is commonly known as pinto

L L ARE Cory

KA ISER STEEL CORPORATION, s Nevada corporation, hereby
releases to the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA any and all interest
in and fo what is commonly knowa as Plato Well Ne. 2, lecated
in Joshue Tree National Monument ond situated in the Stete of
California, within the South Malf of the Northeast Quarter of
Section 4, Township 3 South, Range |5 East, San Bernerdino Bese
and Moridian. Sald release is without prejudice to the right of
Ka iser §twel Corporetion o apply to the Depertwent of the
inter ior of the United States of America for a permit to use
sald well.

DATED this _237d _ day of October, 1956.

KA ISER STEEL CORPORAT ION

gy /s/ R. H. Olsen

R. H. Olsen
Assistant Secretery

Land History



06-01-1967: memorandum to chief from special projects officer regarding kaiser special-use permit for the pinto no. 2 well, jotr

L54-0L¥
Memorandum JUN- 1 1967
Toz Chief, Divisiom of Land and Water Rights

From: Special Projects Officer
Subject: Keiser spescialeuse permit, Jeshua Tree

Thursday, May 25, Ed Reed and I met Rebert Maier, Assistant Manager,
Haiser Industries, at their suite at the Sheratom-Park Hetel during
the Water for Peace Conference. As you will recall, Kaiser is iater-
ested in cbtaining a special-use permit for the Piato Ne, 2 well., This
well was drilled for them on an impreperly loested site om park lands
rather than on the Metropolitam Water Ristrict inholding., Kaiser has
some form of license from the Metropolitam Water Distriet. The Natiomal
Park Service denied Kaiser the use of the well which was subsequently
capped, and Kaiser made, I believe, seme mimor payments for damages.
Kaiser's other well om Metropolitan Water District land is a good high
yield producer., Part of the picture is fuzzedeup because some past
discussions involving the Kaiser demation at Chalmette may have set the
basis for this special-use persit request, Mr, Maier says the well is
primarily intended as a standby te handle peak requirements at some
time in the future, Kaiser doss not need the water now,

¥y, Maier was told:

1. The Pimte Basin is hydrogeclogically a closed besin with no iaflow
or outflow, It depends entirely on raimnfall, Withdrawals are frow
wells which are taking cut move water tham can be restored by rainfall,
In offect, the water was beiag mimed,

2, The Park Service could eonsider a lomger specialeuse permit tham

the two-year pormit once offered, but aven the maximum period of 20 years
was still revekable st the descretion of the Secretary, aand that Adminis-
tratively we preferred annusl review of permits at the tiae of payment

of the fee,

3. If a permit was te be issued, one major requirement would be 2 repert
from the U, 8, Geological Survey on the current situatiom in this basin,
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He would be guided by thelr recosmendation uh basis msnagement, that
is nusber of wells (Xaiser will propese to driil others), spucing,
withdrawal rates and weaitering, This my reguire as much a3 six
sonths befoye we could issus the permit for smy but very shert perieds,
Furtheor, ¥e would expect somd cest-sharing srrangement with Ksiser for
the U, S. Ceclogicsl Swrvey iavestizatiom,

4. There wauld be comtrols en mew constructisn snd aceess teo the well
sites, and B feo would be msde for the water withdrawn., The fee would
e effected by the type of use being nade of the water,

5, The park has future developsent needs which will, of course, take
precedence over Kalser's needs, Granted a persit aow, it weuld still
be conditioaed om its effect on the park's future.

6, The decision will likely be sade at Park and Regioas]l Offices with
recommsndations and review by the ¥ashiugten Offlcs, The mark is, in
ny case, the issser of the permit,

7. e would slert the Sea Francisce Plamming and Serviecs Ceater,
&ffice of Land snd Water Rights, to nske srrangemsats with U, S,
Genlogical Susvey te consider the lavestigatien, We would teke ne
stromger aetiem wstil we recelved Zzxiser's Fformal request amd
requireueats,

[S~2Y Morial Morris

Manuel Morris

el
Regional Divector, Western
Supt., Joshug Tree
S5C-0L%, Attmn, Mr. Fields
OLWY, br, Reed

( OL¥, Mr, Howiils

Miorrisiehi6/1/67

‘/‘/;’C,D(,uu‘r'!‘ olciy




07-12-1968: trip report by a.w. gray; subject - joshua tree

TRIP RETCRT < IWSSC
Byt A. M. Gray Date of Travelt July 12, 1958

Subject: Joshua Tres

A meeting wes held in Los Angeles, California, cn July 12, 1968, with
the following in sttendences

W. J. Costello, Field Soliecitor

Williom R, Supernaush, Superintendent, Joshua Tree Faticnal Momment

Arthur J. Hayes, Chief Ranger, Joszua Tree Rational Momument

%illis P. Kriz, Land Idaisom Officer, Westernm Regicn

Gerard Witueki; Superviscry Hyd:ologist 3 Cffice of Land and Water
Rights, SSC

A. Y. Cray, Asziatant Coief, Office of Land and Water Rights, SSC

Hetropoliten Water District of Californias

John Lauten, Gemeral Counsel

Frank Clirton, Assistent General Manager
Jonhn Anderscn, Chief Electrical Ingincer
H. J. ¥ilig, Geperzl lansrer :

Joun Davenport, Deputy General Counsel
Don Erociks, Ad=ministrative Engineer

Al Hovenee, lHarzrer, Land and Right-of-izy Division
Jckn Rezd, Deputy General Counsel
¥oynard Sien, Righi-of-VWay

John Hein, Right-cof-Vay ~

R. E. ¥nhaling, Rishteof-VYay

Officials of the Fetrovolitan Water District of Califcrnis with offices
et Rizht-cf-Voy end Lands Division, Room 204, 1053 Sunset Zlvd., I<s
Angeles, California (telephone - 626-k282, Dxt. L60, Mr. Heveree),

Topic: Title of 10-cere troct of land on wiich is locoted water well .
referred to eg Pinto Fo. 1. :

An extrcmely brief dipest of the backgrmmd showing the d.evelo;{aent of
the problem involved is as followss

In 1932 Congress of the U. S. pessed a bill vhereby many tra.cts of
public land were conveyed to the Metrepeliton ¥ater District of )
California for the use of that Distriet in the construction of the large
water agueduct providins vater for the Southern California area which
now contains aprroxirciely 10 rillicn people. Tze subject act inclulded
& brief reversion clouvse yroviding for tne title to revert to the
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chernmntv‘:.cnt}n-lnzdmnolongcr used or neceded for the purposes
far wvaich it had been granted as stated in the graxtirg sct.

In obout 1923, wmier well referred to as Pinto Lo. 1 waa drilled by the
Ketropoliten Vatesr District. '

In ebout 16L2, or some time during the wor, Kefser Steel Compeny -
develoned and opcrated an iron ore rmine in the general arcs and was
ellowed to use waicr from the subject woler well,

In sbout 1647, some formal agreement was entered into between Xoiser
Stecl Comporny snd-the Ketropoliton Water District of Colifcrniza corncerne
ing the use of the woter from the subject woll. Kedsor Steel Coxpeny
mede applicaticn to the Goverrment for a permit for the use of the
waler. A temporary or short-term permii, reveinble in nsture, was
granted.

The Joshua Tree Lational MHomument was crezted by Proclemciiom
Iumber 2163, dzted Aucust 10, 1535, (S0 Stat. 1750) end wag affirmed
by congressionzl zctica in 1650, -

Baxr time during the noxt fow yesrs, upon applicetion by the Kalger
Steel Campery for a permit froem the Federal CGoverrmeort for use of ths
water from the subject well, the yroblen of poscible lock of nzed of
this land by the lztrcpoliton ¥Water District, o the lock of use of 4%
for the purposes for which it was granied in the sbove-meontionzd zet of
1932, was referred to the Soliciter's office for determinciicn 2g to
wiether there was posszitvle revesiment of title to the Govermment.
Some time around 1950 Hedeer Gteel Comporny érilled anciher well which
was inadvertently located scme 1,300 feot outzide the bowilssy of the
1C-acre treet imolveds " Upon epplicatiom for a water porzmit, afier the
o well was drilled, the erroncous location was detormined, exd the Eodger
Steel Company ad=iticd trespass on Goverrmment lands, They were rover -
granted & rizht to usz woter from the wells. Loter they mode ammlication
for use of wnicr {rom well Io. 1 oand acked for permissica to dzvelcop the
~ erea further with a323tiomal wells for thedr contemplaoted exparzion
program of their faciiities in the area.

A shert-term lesse wos offered to thenm wahich would be only for & oatier
of a counle of yeors znd waich would require thet Eoiser Sicel Corany
nake invesiiration for additional sources of waior within ths area. In.
other words, Kaiser w3 informed thot the use of this water would be
granted only on oo emorgency basis efter they hed ghoum tizt thers was
no other source avzilohle to them azd ghow thot it was noedod for
demestie purposce, 223 not Industrizl, and thol such need wis pot cone
fempleted or reasanztly forescen a8 & pocsible ccnsequence of thelir ects.
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Durinz the years of aprroximately 1960 to 1952 the questicn was gube
mitted boaek end forth ard the office of the Sclicitor of the Department
of the Intericr declided that there was reascmable basis $o believe that
a factunl situntion existed which had enused revestment of the title to
the Government under the terms of the granting sct. Rurther investisze
ticn was reguested. The Kational Perk Serviee submitted to the
Hetropolitan VWater District a "relinguisiment” instrument whereby they
would have relinguished ell right and title and interest to tha subject
lend. The letropolitaon Vater District refused to edmit revestment of
title and conternded that they cwned the title to the land and they reasded
it fer the purposes of the oct. They submitted, under dote of 1662, a
letter to the Soclicitor's office stating their position.

The ratter then seemed to 1ie without further acticn belnz teken untid
Kaiser Steel Company recently rmede additicnel applicsticn for a permit
to use water from the subject lands end to further develop 4he Pinto
Basin frea for water develoment, which permit has been denied to date.
The situaticn developod wos such that the Salicitor's office believed
that sone sction should be taxen to determine whether title had revested.
The Sclicitor's office, we are edvised, requested that a meeting be held
with the lietropoliten Waler District to further clerify the issues and
our pasition end to advise them of the action the Goverrment intended to
take in this regard. Regional Director, Western Region, edvised this
office of tke meeting and reguested that representatives atiend the ,
MEu.nga £ ' X

¥r. A. Y. Gray and ¥r. Gerard Vitucki made erranpements to acecmpany
¥r. W. J, Costello, Field Solicitor, end Mr, Willis P. Kriz, Regional
Land Idieison Oificer, Wastern Reglon, to the meeting shove-menticned
to atiend for informational purposes only but being there to be of any
essistance requested by Mr. Costello in their respective ficlds of
expertise,

At the meeting, Genersl Manager H. J. Mills cpened the meeting by, 4n
substence, asking what {the problem was that caused the meeting end '
esked why the, U. S. wvos tryinz to teke this lard mway fram the
Metropolitan ¥Water District, Mr, Costello stated tue general backe |
ground ard mentioned that the question erose basically because of
Kaiser's attempt to augment their water supply. ; :

At a gereral discussion of many facets of the yroblem 4t became apparent
that the Metropoliian Vater District had acquired & wvery lerge mxzber of
parcels of land under the same act, mmny of wiich ere being used for
roposed routes and erces needed to divert waters fron the agueduct
gysten in case of ererpeney (such as a breakines of a line whcre the flow
wuld have to be diverted in order to mccamlish repeir), The position

ted by the varioua officiels of the Metropolitan Water Distriet

<at wag, in substance, that if the title to this tract of lond was
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consldered to have revested in the Governmment then there vms danser of
ths fodlure of their title to many other treets of lard acquired undep
the same ect. Mr. Costello explained that as fur ns we were concerned
we were interested omly in the title to this lO0=ncre trect end no
qQuestion bhed ariscn on the other tracts,

Vueh discussicn was hed concerning the uwse by Eodser of the water from
the subject well., Kotropelitan Water District stated that any use was
excepricnally mince and certeinly could do no herm. Upon being advised
that there wes a derlction of the water without full replenisinent, they
countered that rroving the smount of replezigiment would be difficuld.
After extended discussicn 1% became obviocus thet #etropollion Water
Distriet personnel wsre aware that the water table in the gencral area
of the pumping well is presently being lowered at about a foot a year,

It furiher become apparent that the L?:tro‘wout.m Water District wns
extremsly sensitive to the econccie te of thelr entire ares, the
benefits to be gained by festering ond de'.-elopim' such industry cs

Kolger Steel Cormany end their mpropescd expansica of the fecilities im
the area ipvolved, ete. kanmy sgide issuss wore brousht ocut and soma
discussion hod befcre the conversaticn could be directed back into the
yroblem af hand. It was clearly brousht oub that the Metropolitan

Water District belfeved thet they pecded the lend and that title still
wvested in thom because in case of emergsncy caused by breeknoe of the:
line, either by possible flooding or possible earthoueke or cther causes,
massive construetion crews would be necessary to ezpedj.te repedr and

thot wvater from the subject basin would be neeessary to furnish the crewvs
working in that perticuler erea s well es havinos it mvailable to trang=
port to other gites, It was mever contendad thet the vater suonly from
thig pubject asource would be needed to replace the flow of woter through
the ogueduct that supplied the some 1C-nmillicn poonle in the Los Angsles
area. It was pointed out, quite plainly, that a sale of the watersd or -
elloving scme‘rrivete entermrise to use the water certainly wes contrery
to their positiont.attheysti]lhb.ltiuletothisltmdb ased on & need
to save it far emergency pa'posca in the future.

It vas broucht cut thet in a.bout 1953 the Metropaliten Vater District
had entered into am extended term esreerment with Xojger Steel Company
for the vater from this crea for a term of 25 years. Additional dige’
cussion was hed concerning need for Colifornis to cncowanz, stirmlete,
ard develep guch indusiry as the Kaiser Steel Corpany's plonnced oeticn
for walch they sgy thcy necd the subject water. Arain the problem wog
brought back into mroper perspective by podnting out to them that nobody
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dicarreed with their statoments cn this matter, but we were only trying
to establich the irtent of Concress in pranting the "determinmble fee®.
znd the conxiftions wpon which it would revest to the United States, 1.e.,
the intent in Congress as exwessed in the granting set of 1932,

¥r, Costello wms anited by Mr, Frank Clinten, Assistant General Manager,
what the Iintional Park Service intended to do, and what they would
consider doing 4f Kediser Steel Casmony &nd their use of the water was
not in the picture at all. Iliaturally specifie answers could not be
given et this time. Ir. Costello suzgested that it would scem likely,
and eertoinly serious censidcmtion would be glven to gromting the
¥etrepcliten Weter District an extended term special use permit to use
any and all of the water pecegsary in the event of en actual emorgency
in the future, if the letropclitan Water District would relinquished
thelir title to the lands back to the Goverrment.

¥hile accusations by Metropolitan Waoter District persemnel ot
“Goverrmental conficeation of rrivotely oumed water rigats,”™

countered with ¢he erperent "exploitation of publicly owmed asseta by
mrivate coneerns” (which succeszflly stopped "a scare word™ type of
offerse by the Metropolitan Waber Pistrict), it scemed to be the
consensus that lepal action by either party stouvld be ussd only es &
last resort end that some mutually agreecable meeting point should be
discovercd and the guesticn getiled amicably if et all poscible, |

It ig the belief of the undersipmed that upon teriuaticn of the neeting,
vith extremely friendly and cooperative feelinss between all parties,
the nextmvemﬂ.dbeuptotbemticmlmkm

In a "post-rorien” critique of the meeting between the Kational Park
Bervica' representatives, it was the conscrsus that the Fetropoliten
k‘atcr District of California would be extremely reluctont to admit thad
the title to the subjoct 10-acre tract of lond had veder eny circume
stances revested in the United States for feer of clonding the title to
their other tfacts of lard., The undersipned guermested tie ponsibility
of aticmpting to et the lMetropoliten Vater District to “demate™ the
land to the Govercment for notional park moposes, in return for a
lonz-term use pernit for sny water needsd for axd durdng emergency
gituations. This "doretion™ would be subjcet to the camtimung rights -
of the Xaiser Stcel Compsany under the existing term of thedir rresent
lease end asrecmont, which is approwimetely 20 years. The Kaiser Sieel
Compony 's use of woier could be limited end eontrolled and restricted to
the cme well in use without allowing future and firther development,
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In the meantinme, Kaiser Steel Commany cculd develop otlzr sources of
water for their noeds, It iz believed, from recding the wvavricus reperis
in the file, that Kaizoer Stecl Company moy be able to develop edequste
water resouress fras other wolle in the Chucinzlla Valley. At any rate,
there is same wuter production there and 4% has not been proven to be
inadequate.

A. W, Gray

-+ 1§
Ficld Sclieiter, San Francises
Regional Direceber, VWestern Rege
Mr. Stewart - OL-WASO
—> Mr. Vitucki
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gIeARY OF PINTO WELL WATER PROBLEM, JOSHUA TRFE

Kaiser Steel Corporstion mines iron ore et Ezgle Mountsin south of

the ezstorn pontizndle of Joshue Tree Ietioncl lonument. The processed
ore is sent to Xniser's Fontrne steel works. Weter is used in the
mining snd milline operations, as well as for domestic end irrigetion
purposes in the associated town of Ecgle Mountain, which is essenticlly
e mining cemp.

Water in this cres is slmost exclusively confincd to ground water; in
the park, the Pinto Bosing outside the park, the Chuckwalla Volley to
the scuth. 4he Finto Besin is 8 closed basin end is wholly within
the psnhendle of the monument, Except for the extremely low roinfall
on the bosing there is no erpsrent recherge. There is no surface
inflow snd high eveoporation further mitigetes sgainst recharge.
Underflow- into the basin is not known or suspected, but geologicel
studies indicste some ground water flows out of the basin into the
elluvium of the Chuckwalla Velley. The emount of this outflow hes
not boea deternined. dater in the Plnto Besin is generolly of o
better cuslity then in the Chuckwnlls Valley. The U, S. Geological
Survey estimates that the supply from the Chuckwella Valley even at
very high withdrawsl rates would lest seversl hundred years,

Congress by Act of June 18, 1932, granted to the Metropoliten Water
District a 10=zore troet from the public demain for use es s reservoir
gite end construction csmp in connection with construction of the
Metropoliten Agqueduct.

The Metropolitan Weter District pzid %1.25 per scre for the lend. The
set colled for revestment of the lznd in the United States "on the
cessation of use of the lsnd granted for the purposes of the gront.”
Pinto Well Ko. 1 was drilled on this lsnd by the Metropoliten Water
District. When the monument was eatablished three yocars lster in 1936,
its bounderiss included the l0-acre Mztropoliten Weter District tract
end the Eagle Fountain mine snd milisite which had not yet been filed
on e8 a mining claim. In September 1950, the bounderies were changed
end Keiser's Ergle Mountsin cloims were excluded. The 1l0-ecre tract,
however, remsined 13 miles inside the monument.

On August 31, 1950, Metropoliten Water District leased #the 10-acre
trect to Koizer Cteel Corporstion to run to 1972 "subject to percmount

*The right of Metropoliten Weter District to lease the 10-scre treset to
Kaiser was referred to the Sclieitor, and et his suzgestion, the Park
Service, in Avjust 1852, wrcle the iztropoliten Weter District reguesting
the relinquishment of the lond which Metropolitsn Water District declined
to do. Although the Metropolitsn Water District reply undoubtedly was
gscnt to the Solicitor e finsl opinion on lMetropolitsn Water District's
occuprncy of the 10=-scre tract has not been found in Hational Park Service
mes.
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right of Metropolitan Water District to use the property In accordsnce
with terms of s2id sct approved June 18, 1932." The lesse end emende
ments provide for use of Pinto Well Fo. 1 end for drilling and pwrping
other wells end as well as use of the Metropolitan Water District road
right-of-way. '

In 1957, the Kaiser Steel Corporation drilled a well, now known as

Pinto Well No. 2, on monument lsnd sbout 1,000 feet east of the 10ezcre
tract., Ksiser edmitted its error and ssked for a permit to use the well.
It colmewledred the well Lelonnd to the United States, XNo permits have
ever been issued and the well has not been used. The well wss test
pumped end capped following its construction. The Solicitor's Office

on being edvised of the tresnass by Kalser subsequently brought sbout

a settlement by the Depertment of Justice.

¥hen the 1957 permit request from Kaiser was received, a draft was
covering & 2eyear period, but it wes leid aside because:
(1) 2 possible exchange of lends would affect the langusage of the
permit#; (2) the esppearance of condoning trespsss by issucnce of
permit; end (3) the possibility that other water sources existed.
After the trespass csse was settled, Kaiser agsin, still in 1957,
esked for e long-term permit which was egain denied. In April/Mey
1957, Kaiser drilled another well (Kaiser No, 7, elso called Pinto
Well No. 3) within its 10-scre lease, but interference with its
own Pinto Well EKo. 1 resulted in less then the desired increese in
yield. Again in December 1357, Kaiser requested a permit for Pinto
Well No, 2. The Service offered a 2-year permit, and Kaiser replied
that the need for supplemental water and the associated construction
expense would not be justified with a 2-year permit. A redrafted
permit wes egain submitted to Kaiser, but they now objected to the
cost of $3.75 per acre-foot as well as the lack of an assured right
of renewsl. Heetings with Kaiser officisls snd Service representatives
followed. In December 1962, a draft permit was sent to XKaiser for
comments. It would be issued for two years cnly, be revokeble and
would cell for & $500 snnuel fee plus $2.50 per scre-foot for water
pumped, not o exceed 50 million gesllons per month. Ksiser's comments
were not received nor was snything further hesrd until the recent
meeting in Washington with Mr, Robert Maier of Kaiser Industries.

#Kaiser end the Service discussed exchanging Kaiser lands at Joshua
Tree National Monument end at Chelmette National Historicsl Park for
use of Finto Well b, 2. Exchenges were not made slthough Kaiser did
donate scme lend at Chalmette.
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In pid=ityr 1957, M. Fafer, by tolerhone recoened discussions ona
special use permit. Chief, Branch of Water Resources, Edwin W. Reed
and £oonisd Projects Cilicer Hinue liorris and lir. laier met on

May 25. tr. lMaier informally asked that a peruit be issuved for at
least 20 years saying that this was necessaxy because i@ proposed
extensive improvercinis at Dagle lountain would be very expengive.

Without gn &5 gLy of ymter for emor-uncy conditions to
supplencib w.st they now had, it would be ciifieudt or 1 sogribie to

yndertake the irmrovensents. IHe assured the Park Service that Kaiger
1=+1d pestore the site and the pipeline right-of-way, completely
cblitersiing o1l eo~siruction scars, and provide such other supplemental
landscaping as the Fark Leyvice roy reguire. o also asked that Raiser
be poroiisad to drill additiopal wells in the Pinto Basine

He was told that under emergency conditions, the Service would probebly
find it diff$cult to deny water for domestic purposes, but as the
National Park Service is not a public utility, it would not wish to

be a purveyor of water; nor, could it allcw the resources of the park
to be used for non=park PUrDSiCSe ner, it is unlikely that any
permit would be issued for more than the shortest period, two years
being nost likely, although five years would certainly be the maxirum
that Mr. Morris and lr. Reed would recormend. Also, the Park Service
weeld £ing it Aifficult to evon consider (e issuance of a gpecial use
pernit until Keiser had sghown that all possibilities were exhausted
for other water sources. Mr. Maler was advised to have Keiser Steel
subzmit its formal reguest which was done in its letter of June 5 from
C. F. Borden, Executive Vice President.

On June 27 end 28, I, Joseph M. Trihey, Counsel for Kaiser Steel,
Oakland, California, met with lr. Horris in the Office of Land and
Water Rights, San Francisco Planning and Service Center. In attendance
were Fred Kunkel of the U. S. Geological Survey of Menlo Park,

(ir. Kunkel personally performed the hydrolozical studies® of the Pinto
Pasin and ruch of the Chuckwalla Valley), lerle Stitt, Western Reglon,
Chief, Division of Resources limnagement and Visitor Protection, and
Willianm BE. Fields, who would succeed lir. Morris as Supervisory
Hydraulic Engineer on June 30. Mr. Trihey repeated that the water

was needed for emergencies. On being asked why Kaiser did not withhold
its roquest until an emergency was imminent, he pointed ocut that

¥Fleld work by the U. 8. Geologicael Survey with periodic water level
measurements (which are still continuing) produced the 1959 report,
"Mypdrolozic and Geologic Recannaissance of Pinto Basin, Joshua Tree
Hational lonument, Riverside County, California,” (published as "Hater-
Supply Paper 1475-0" in 1563). Administrative reports on the wvater
levels have since been issued anmually.
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institution erd continuation of Keiser's expended operations would
Lo dopendond on en grcured cunnly of weter which was not now nceded
but would be sveilsble without question when an emergency existed.
Iic roled thot Ecizer cincets to creste & eity of 3,500 people os a
result of d.ts mereuscd indus trirl develormsnt. He pointed out
et 1% oy 1L oto dueny water to these people or to
frustrate the develonment, end suufc'*uent poyrells., Vhen esked

if Xedser had concidered epplying for edmittonce into the
i-;ztronolitan E".tt.r Dig rict assuming they esteblish an avpronriste
runisincl owsndentics, ko £oid thob Mebronclitsn Water District

was Dully subscribed but thot Ksiser had conaidered a contract with
the State of Celifornia for Feather River Project water which could
be delivered to tetropoliten Water District in the Los Anzeles area,
Kelser would withdrow a like emount of water from Metropolitan Water
District's acqueduct in the Eagle Hountsin sres, but the State wented
& 7o-yeor esvomond to vhieh Foiser objected. Mr. Trihsy slso
indicated thot Kaiger drilled three good wells of hich yiclds in

the Chuckwaella Velley, con Dureesu of Lend Mansgement lands, east of
Eegle Mountain. He did not stete clearly, and ell efforts to make
him do so were unsuccessful, why Ksiser did not fully exploit these
wells end the weler resources of the Chuckwells Valley, He seid that
a l:nd ciner ot Pioert Center which 48 consicerebly south of Xoiser's
wells contended that Ksiser's pumping was interfering with water
levels in his well., i, Trihey caid that the water levels, in the
complainer's vell increesed despite Keiser's pumping, but Mr. Kunkel
explained that slthoush the well ot Desert Center was in the seme
drainsge and below Kaiszer®s wells, it was 5o remote from Kaoiser's
wells a3 to be unaffected by them. The change in the water level
was e barcmetric phenamenon. He recommended thot Kaiser pump its
well without regard to the covnlaint of the dowastresm cbjector.

Mr, Kunkel felt that it would be inmpossible to show interference,
Kalser's Chuckwslla Valley wells were authorized in sccordance with
Buresu of Lond Management procedures, but Mpe. Trihey left the
impression thst Kaiser has not irmlemented its efforts to ensble

it to gzt a full permit from Buresu of lend Msnagement.

Mr. Trihey wps edvised thot in view of the lack of evidence that woter
rescurces were not otherwise available to Kaiser, the Perk Service could
rot conzider the recuest for weter for emergencies as altogether
bona:fide. The master plsa for Joshus Tree indicates a new major
eatrance to the monumment 2t Pinto DBesin with visitor focilities celose
to Pinto Well To. 2. This was pointed out to Mr. Trihey. Increassing
the el irreds fromooeoved vater storege would result in sn increasing
rate of lowering of lie waser tible g0 wien the Service puts its well
(or future wells) into operation it would be pumping sgainst an
increased hende As & consequenty the cost for using its own water
resources will be raised.

- 22
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It should be noted that present withdrawals by Kaiser have been
lovering the levels in the idle Pinto Well No. 2 at the rote of
slightly less than one foot per year, although at thia rate there
appears to be little danger of exhausting the supply for at least
one mundred ycars. Kr. Trihey again restated Kaiser's position

that it would share in the cost of further ground watcr investigation
and that it would restore the site so as to show no evidence of
canstruction including the burlal of all power lines and on-gite
storage facilities. It was left that the Service would make further
inquiry within its own agency to determine how to best meet Kalger's
requests The matter was further discussed with Mr. McDowell and

Mr. Bertsch, Division of Resources Monagement and Visitor Protection,
WASO, who felt that the permit should not be issued.

It is the recomendation of Mr. Morris and Mr. Reed that a permit not
be issued at thias time, but, in lien thereof, advise Kaiser by letter
that Kaiser should be prepared to show it has exhasusted all reasonsble
possibilities of meeting its water neceds from other sources; that the
water from Pinto Basin is intended for domestic purposes for a period
of cmergency; that a permit, when issued, would be for a period of

two years (but consideration might be given for five years); that the
permit would te renewable for emergency supplies in accordance with
repgulations which require revocation at the discretion of the Secretary,
and may be revocable for couse except vwhen neeting emergency needs;

that the emergency be clearly understood it would be for the purpose

of relieving an unforeseen damestic water shortage due to causes other
than increased demand created by increased development; that specifically
no water be provided for industrial or irrigation purposes; and, that a
fee be charged for the water consistent with charges in effect by other
utilities in the general area.
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Apr. 17, 14T

July 2, 1947

Oct. 21, 1947
Oct. 28, 1947

Jan. 8, 1947

Sept. 25, 1950
Dec, 10, 1954

Dec. 27, 195k

v
Dec..29, 1954

Jen, 6, 1955

JOSHUA TREE - PINTO WELL CHRONOLCGY

Kaiser Corporation to Custodian epplied for permit
for trem road, .

Department of the Interior issued revokable perait -
to Kaiser Corporation to use 546 scres for road,
tramvey camp end millsite,

Regional Director, Western to Chief Engineer,
Metropoliten Water District, asked conditions
under which Kaiser Corporaztion wes pumping well
(Pinto Well 1). :

Metropolitan Water District to Regional Director,
Western, Land on which well was drilled is held by
MWD under grant by Act of Congress and Keiser
Corporation and MWD have writlen agreement.

Associate Director to Regional Director, Western =
National Perk Service has no grounds on which to
protest use of Pinto Well because National Parlk
Service has no plens to use water., /D has title
o land and presumably is still mainteining a camp
on land., Lsnd title does not glve water right.
The Service has no cause for elarm.

Boundarles revised to exclude camp and nilisite.

Superintendent to Regional Director, Western.
Reported Kaiser Corporation told him the company
had drilled a well (Pinto Well 2) on Federal lend
by mistake, Company needed additional water for
bousing at Eagle Mountain.

Kaiser Corporation to Superintendent. Admitted
pistake in drilling on ronument lands, requested
permit to use land and operate well.

Superintendent forwarded request for permit to
Reglional Director, Western. ‘

Reglonal Director, Western to Director. Forwerded

request with stztement that he assumed permit should
be issued, with provision that water right be issued
in nsme of United States and sultable fee be charged.
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Joshua Tree - Pinto Well Chronology Continued,

Jen, 25, 1955 = Acting Assistant Director to Regional Director,
: Western = o objection to granting revokable
pernit for three to five years with conditlons
as sugsested and with understanding that
Corporaticn will take steps to locate an
alternats supply.

Feb, 28, 1655 =~ Reglonal Director, Western to Superintendent.
Asking him to prepare Special Use Permit with
following conditions,

1. Three to five years period, no sutcmatic
renewal,

2, Cover only land occupied by well and pipeline.

3. Corporaticn would take steps to locate
alternative source cutside monument.

4, Right of access for operation end maintenance.

5. Water for wildlife,

6. Restrict use to domestic and irrigation purposes.

7. Restrict dally pumpase.

Apr, 8, 1955

Kaiser Corporation to Superintendent. Gave infcr::xation
on water use, population served, etec, Assumed if
population increased water allowsnce under permit
would bz increased. Water would be used only for
demestic end irrigstion use., Water for wildlife

would be made available, Area of land would serve

83 righte-of-way for pipeline and powerline to connect
Pinto Well 2 to Pinto Well 1 and system,

Apxr. 12, 1955

Superintendent to Regional Director, Western.
Submitted draft of Specisl Use Permit for approval.
Limited pumping to 170,750 gpd.

April 15, 1855 ‘= Acting Regionel Director, Western to Director.
Transmitted Superintendent's draft of permit concuwrring
ir it but ralsing question of suitsble lee.

May 12, 1955

Acting Assistant Solicitor to Director. Had reviewed
draft of memo instructing Regional Director, Western
to issue permit to Kaiser Corporation and believed
consideration of legal action against Corporation
should be given before permit issued which would
condone trespass,
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Joshua Tree « Pinto Well Chronolczy Continued.

May 13, 1955 « Assistant Director to Reglonal Director, Western.
Transmitted Solicitor's memo of May 12 asked for
corments on possible suit suggested referral to
U, 8. Attornsy at field level. Geological Survey
ghould chock water levels and meke fulure checks.

June 13, 1555 - Superintendent to Geological Survey, Long Beach,
Celifornia asked costs of two inspections of well
to determine static level. )

June 22, 1955 « TFred Runkel, U. S. Geological Survey and
SBuperintendent inspected well area.

July 1h, 1955 © - Worts, U, 8. Geological Survey tc Reglonel Director,
Western, Recommended reconnaissance study and report,
continuing meessurement of water levels.

July 19, 1955 = Keiser Corporation to Regional Director, Western.
Raised possibllity of exchanging private lands
within monument for subsurface rights.

Auvg. 3, 1955 ~ Acting Chief, Division of Interpretation to Staff
" Coordinator, U, S, Geologlical Survey asked to
expend study to include chemical enslyses, geologle
mapping, well inventory, estimate of ground water
storage, prepsre report.

Aug. 19, 1955 e Actiﬁg Assistant Director to Regionsl Director,
Western. Suspend action on permit pending further
advice from Department.

Acting Director to Assistant Secretary Lewis.
Briefed Assistant Secretary on history of Pinto
Wells, :

Sep. 2, 1655

Bep. T, 1955 Acting Director to Assistant Secretary. Supplemented
September 2 letter stating resolution of problem
depends on whether Secretary wishes to approve

validation under permit or start legal proceedings.

Acting Assistant Director to Regional Director,
Western, "If water cannot be obtalned in the two
excepted areas outside the monument we belleve that
the Kaiser Camp¥***should probably be permitted to
obtain water from the ground water basin inside.

Sep. 9, 1955
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Joshuz Tree = Pinto Well Chronology Continued.

Jen. 20, 1956

Jen, 27, 1556

Feb. 8, 1956

« Ts 1956
. 7’ 1956

EE

Aug. 9, 1956

Mg, 1%, 1956

Avg. 22, 1956

8ep. 10, 1956

(]

Acting Assistant Bolicitor to Director. INo euthority
for disposal of property (Pinto Well 2) only
elternative is to refer matter to Attorney General.
Negotlations with Ksiser Corporation should be
discontinued until matter considered by Attorney
Generel. Requested narrative statement,

Superintendent to Reglonal Director, Western.
Narrative statement.

Asslstant Attorney General to Solicitor. Referred
to January 13 letter from Solicitor asked for
information on well.

Narrative stetement prepared by B. F. Manbey.

Superintendent to Reglonal Director, Western, Pinto
Well 1 sended up. Kalser Corporation will make
formsl application for permit to use Pinto Well 2
for 60 « 90-day periocd.

Reglonal Director, Western to Director. Teletype
apprized Director of Kaiser Corporation likelihood
of seeking permit. .

Assistant Director to Assistant Solicitor. Referred

to sanding of Well 1l and probable request by Kalser

o use Well 2. Work on Well 1 could result in increased
production without Service being sble to impose
desirsble regulations. Recommended dropping sult

for trespass, granting 90-day permit for Well 2
provided yleld of Well 1 not increased. Also

suggested extending SO0-day period to permit

sgreement as to future use of water frcm Plnto

Basin and nullification of MVD rights.

Department of Justice and Keiser Corporation

_ representatives met.

Kaiser Corporation lawyers to Department of Justice.
Offered to ssttle trespass by paying for water
withdrawn fencing site aad to restore demage. Also,
Corporation was getting temporary supply from MAD
equeduct.
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Joshua Tree = Pinto Well Chronolezy Continued.

Sep, 12, 1956

Sep. 20, 1956

Bep. 27, 1956

Nov. 26, 1956

Nov. 28, 1956

Jan. 22, 1957

Feb, 4, 1957

Mar. 11, 1957

May 18, & 19,
1957

Dec. 3, 1557

Dec. 6, 1557

Justice to Solicitor. Asked recommendations on Kaiser
offer,

Assistsnt Director to Solicitor. Kaiser offer satisfactory
to National Park Service, but includes no ccrmitment as
to future esction on permit to use Well 2.

Solicitor to Justice. Trensmitting National Park Service
reccormendations end suggesting that, in effecting
settlement, Kaiser Corporation be requested to execute
release of interests in well. )

Meeting with Keiser Corporction representatives in
Washington by lNationel Park Service. Mentioned
Chalrmette.

Assistant Solicitor to Director. Closing trespass
case including release of interests inm well.

Chief of Lands to Director. Met with Kaiser Corporation
representatives, Discussed Chelmette lands which sre
owned by Kalser Alwminum, Kaiser Steesl has no interest.
Kelser wanted inmediete end temporary eutkorization to
use Well 2. Then wanted legislation to assure
Corporation of rights to use water from monument.

Kaiser Corporation to Director. Asked for pemlif to
use Pinto Well 2. Sugzested Chalmetie lands be considered
geparately.

Director to Kalser Corporation., Denied request on
basis of public policy, other sources of water were
savailable, but stated application not comparable %o a
situation where there would be offse..ting benefits to
the National Park system. .

Kaiser tested Pinto Well 3 (also referred to ss
Kaiser Well 9).

Meeting with Kaiser Corporation., Kaiser still wants
to use Pinto W21l 2,

Not in file but epparently request to Director from
Kaiser Corporation.
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Joshua Tree = Pinto Well Chronology Continued.

Dee, 9, 1657 « Assistant Director to Regional Director, Western.
Informed him of Kaiser Corporation request for water
from Well 2 in perpstuity. Chalmette lands owned by
Kaiser Aluminum end it seems doubtful that enything
can be worked out along that line. Fossible exchange
of Pinto well water for privately owned land in Joshua
Tree mentioned. Boundary chenge also possible, Asked
for corments.

Jan, 28, 1958 = Chief of Lands to Assistant Director. Recommendations
for action on Kaiser Corporation request for water
frem Pinto Well 2.

3. Exchange of water for Chalmette lands. legislation
probebly neseded,

2. Trade water for privately owned lend - wesk approach.
3. Outright denial.
L. 8ale of water.

Jan. 29, 1958 = Reglonal Director to Director. Supply of water should
not be granted for more than 20 years prefersbly 10.
Cojected to boundary revision.

Mar. 13, 1958 -~ Director to Kaiser Corporation., Refers to Kaiser
Corporation's letter of February 25 (not in file),
states policy of Service opposes approval of
eccamercial uses of land, but in this case would
not be objectionsble on temporary basis. Service
egreeeble to temporary permit for 2-year period
while Kaiser attempted to locate alternate source.
Charge $0.0L per 1,000 gollons with National Park
Service right to water from well., Service definitely
oppogsed to exclusion of Pinto Well 2 from momument
end granting permanent right to water.

May 25, 1559 - EKaiser Corporation to Director., Answered March 13
letter. Nonrenewable clause would not Justify expense,
Fointed out public interest in meintsining steel-
making facilities, Asked for consideration of
autcmactically reneweble permit to use Well 2 as
supplementel source.
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Joshuz Tree = Pinto Well Chronologzy Coantinued.

June 5, 1959 « Assistant Director to Kalser Corporation, Request
for supplemental water differs frem previous request,
gszed for information on how much water needed on
ennuel basis. .

June 8, 1559 - Acting Director to Regional Director, Western. Refers

to donation of Chalmette lands by Kaiser Aluminum, but
states this i1s independent of wster problem. In view
of generous donation, reciprocal cooperation is in
order, but must be justified on 1ts own merits. Asked
for comments and reccumendations on request for permit,

June 26, 1959 =~ Assistant Regionel Director, Western to Director.
Called sttention to proposed exchange of lands with
8. P, land campany. i

Avg. 1k, 1959 =~ Acting Regional Director, Western to Director.
_ Replied to June 8 memo. Charge of less then 1¢/1,000
gallon or period of more than 2 years can be Justified.
Permit should be subject to cancellation on 30-day
notice. :

Oct, 5, 1959 = ZXaiger Corporstion to Chief of Landsg, Estimste
purpage from Pinto ¥Well 2 at 1,200 gpm. Would be
agreesble to pumping minimmi of 600 acre-fect per
year st $500 annually.

June 24, 1560 = Kaiser Corporaetion to Chief of Lands., Commenting on
draft of permit. Felt $1,00/acre foot equitable
rather than $3.75/acre feet. $500 snnual charge should
cover first 500 acre feet thirty day cancellation
clause should be 90 deys., Must have renewal rights.

Sep. 2, 1980 = = Acting Reglonal Director, Western to Director, Kaiser
J + Corporation had visited regional office with entirely
new proposal for land exchanze., Region recormendad
Kalser Corporation go directly to WASO,

Sep. 19, 1560 « Associste Director to Regicnal Director, Western.
Kalser Corporation hed expressed inmterest in exchsnging
lends in northwest part of Joshua Tree for lands in
southeast including Pinto Well 2 ares, This would
require legislation, No ccrmentments made but would
ook into it. :

-
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Joshua Tree « Pinto Well Chronoiozv Continued.

June 22, 1561-

hug. T, 1962
Bep. 17, 1962

Dec, 18, 1562

Associste Solicitor, Public Lands to Assoclate Solicitor
Parks. BReferred to proposed action to revert title in

MAD tract to United States. Believed notice of Department's
poaitions and intenmtions should be made known to MWD,

Director to General Manager, MiD. Requested erecution
of formal relinquishment to United States of MWD tract.

General Manager, MYyD to Director. Interests of MiD
require retention of tract.

Acting Chief of lands to Kaiser Corporation., Two coples
of proposed permit sent, Asked for comments.
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Offhand, it seems to us that a speciel use permit charge
based on the gallonage drawn from Pinto Well No. 2 would be the
soundest fee basis for us to use in a permit to be granted your
Corporation. We note that you believe arrangements can be worked
out in the field to install a gauge to determime such amount of
water, as well as to assist in determining what the effect to the
Monument would be from utilisation of Pinto Well No. 2 to withdraw
supplemental water.

We sppreciate the point that you make concerning the heavy
industrial requirements placed on your Bagle Mountain mining opera-
tions and that, therefore, you would like to have s revocable permit
that would be sutomatically renewable annually for a longer period
than the two years mentioned in our letter of March 13, 1958. We are
asking our field people to look into snd recommend on this feature
also and will get in touch with you on it later.

If, by any chance, you are in immediate need of water for
your Eagle Mountain operations, it is suggested that you have your
local representative there get in touch with the Superintendent for
a temporary permit to cover such a brief, temporary period as may
elapse before we can have full field dete on this matter for further
discussion with you.

8incerely yours,

/s/ Jackson E. Price

Acting Director

Copy to: ‘Regional Director, Regilon Four (2), with copy of Mr. Calhoun's
letter of Mey 25
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KAISER STEEI. CORPORATION

washington, D. C. Offise
m m "0, N. W., Buite ”1

CHAD F. CALHOUN Washington 6, D. C.
President Telephone Sterling 3-1555
May 25, 1959

Mr. Conrad L. Wirth, Director
National Park Service

Re: Pinto Well 8ite No. 2
Joshua Tree National Monument

Dear Mr. Wirth:

Reference is made to your letter of March 13, 1958,
and recent discussions between Mr. Ward, of my office, and Mr. Donald
lee, in charge of the Lands Division, with regard to Kaiser Steel
Cowporation obtaining permission to withdrew water from Pinto Well
No. 2 within Joshua Tree National Momument in California.

We are appreciative of the offer made in your letter

asgured water supply so thet there will be no
lmsking facilities at Fontane, California.

|
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Mr. Conrad L. Wirth -2 - May 25, 1959

We are aware that National Park Serviece, in the
absence of appropriate legislation, canmot grant a permanent right
to withdrsw water from this well. While we have no objections to
your Service reserving the right to revoke the permit should it
develop that there is a threat to the water supply or the resources
of the Momument, nevertheless, we would sppreciate your comsideration
of an egreement whereby the permit could be renewed periodically and
sutomatically.

As you know, we have for a considersble period of time
now been cooperating with the U. 8. Geological Survey in the compllation
of pump records with respect to the impsct of withdrawals on water levels

have indieated that there would be no adverse effect on ths water level
by withdrawing water from Pinto Well No. 2. However, we believe that
Mmhmﬁdmmwmmeamhh%

Sincerely yours,

/8/ Chad F. Calhoun
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Wr, Chad P. Calhoun
ﬂ.m

xﬁsm
Washington 6, D. c.

Dear )ir. Calhoun:

w.uww,mnwmmmmmmu
from Piato Wells Hos. 1 and 3 from the Metropolitan Water Distriet
10-atre tract located within the Momament.

It is regretted that considerable time has bLeen consumed
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Sincerely yours,

Copy to: Regional Directoi, Region Four (2)
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L3031-L
\«5 WAL N C
December 13, 1957
Mesorandum
To: Chief of Lands

Fram:; Chief, Water Rescurces Sectiom

Subject: Kaiser Steel Corporation Request to Use Water Fram Pinto
Wellsite No. 2, Joslym Tree

These are primarily the comments mewtioned in last paragraph
of air mail memorandum of December 9 to the Regicsal Director frem the
Assistant Director, but include comments ca the msmorandwm of December 2
from Mr. Marriam, which has been received during my assembly of data.

A copy of the act of Jwne 18, 1932 (ER-10088)(A7 Btat. 32%),
auwthorizing grants to the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California, is attached as Exhibit A, for those to whom it is mot resdily
accessible. It suthorizes the Secretary to grant a 250 ft. right-of-way
for the agueduct at no cost, and to grant aay other land for nearly amy
conceivable related purpose at $1.25 per acre. The gramts became effestive
when the maps are approved by the Sscretary. It provides that “om the
cession of use of the land granted for the purposes (plural) of the
grant...” the land shall terminate and revest in the Waited States.

The debate, in the Bouse, on the bill (NR-10043) bas beem
found oo pages 12116-1212]1 of the Congressional Recard of Jme 6, 1932.
Notes therefram are attached as Exhibit B. . Bouse Cammittee Bepart 1138,
and Senate Cammittee Report 501 have been reviewed and foumd gemérally -
favarable. Section 5 of the act sesms scmevimt smbiguows as to
vhether land granted at §1.25 per acre may revert to the United States.
The quotation from Mr. Vinson, item 2 of Exhibit B, seems to imply tha
only wmused portions of the right-of-way (for squeduct asd power lime)
are subject to reversign to the Wnited Ststes. (At the time of this
writing, some other recards of the history of the bill are on order
from the Library of Coagress.)

Attached as Exhibit C, are the reeords from the BLM trast
books concerning land disposal, cther than the reservation of the
land for Joshua Tree Mational Momwment by Proclamstiocn 2193 of
August 10, 1936, in the area under discussion, The first cbservation
is that 250 ft. aqueduct right-of-vay was graated for multipurposes,
inclwding dumps and camp sites, under serial, or Receipt and Certificate
Ko. 051203-Los Angeles; and the Pinto No. 1 wellsite, a reservoir site,
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and connecting right-of-way for road and pipeline were granted under
separate serial No. 051391-Los Angeles, both before the Monument was
created. A third, and separate grant under serial No. 053305,
diagonal drainage was made after the Monument was created. A
observation from the tragt books and map A-8-A, spproved for the well-
site, etc., under Certificate or Ssrial No. 051391-Los Angelss, is that
the Secretary made no conditions or modificatioms as autheriszed by ths
m“hm, l’gv
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nev construction camp during agueduct repair or replacement
think the Distriet will relinquish the wellsite volmmtarily.

Since the discussion on December 3, Assistant Vice President
m,.ummim,mmwmwdmsm

Well Fo. 1 in reserve because of sanding difficulties vhem pwping,
and that this quantity of water is sufficiemt for present needs. This
rate comverts to 900,000 galloms per day, or 27,000,000 per momth.

By comparisom, the Corporatiom only wsed
per momth from Well No. 1 im 1954, snd
1955. This is also equivalent to 1008 ascre-feet per yesr, if ccatinued
that long, and the Corporation hes previously estimated its 1957-1999




12-13-1957: memorandum to chief of lands from nps regarding kaiser steel corporation request to use water from pinto wellsite no

1. The nev Kaiser well appears to be ylelding
1,000 gallons per mioute only with a lowering of the
water level which is pnot fully replenished in the

9 hours per day when the well is idle.

c. Athough spparerntly pot admitted by
Messrs. Calhoun and Ward, the Corporation seems to re-
cognize that the rate of pumping from any well im
MWD wellsite will have to be materially reduced in the
very near future if the pump lift is not to beoome too
econcmically impractiocal.

3, Pederal Well 2 was capable of delivering 24 times
as much water with the same lowering of tile water level,
or of delivering 1,000 gallons per mimwte with much less
lowering of the water level, on Decamber & and 5, 195k,
There is no assurance that the well wonuld mow have the
same capacity, apd there is the following resscn, amomng
others, to believe 1t would not.

L, There vas a five foot drop im the water level of
Well 2 abowt six months after a three foot drop in the
level in Well 1 ia 13954, and both became relatively stable
near the lover levels wmtil mig-1956. There was a fartber
drop of 15 feet in the water lavel in Well 1 between
June 195 and June 1357, but no records bave been

%

after pumping of Well 9 began im May 1957. Asswming the
latter case, and a 3ix months lag such as that

water level in Well 2 may be sxpected to start sbomt
ago, in a period for which we do not yet have records.

in 1
and 9 is only on one arm of the comfined basin, and may not
reflect such drastic results in the Besin as a
situation cannot be fully determined without further recards
and analysis. On the other nand, similar drewdowr by
pumping well 2 could affect water levels throughout the
Basin more effectively because it is at the point of dis-
charge from the confluence of all sources.

:
:

6. It would be advantagecus to the Wmited States amd
Corporation to know the presemt yleld or specific capasity
of Well 2, and whether 1t is affected by pmping Well 1 or 9,
before considering permanent use or acquisitiom af it, and




12-13-1957: memorandum to chief of lands from nps regarding kaiser steel corporation request to use water from pinto wellsite no

its temporery use would not be any more detrimental to the
permanent water resources in the Pinto Basin than to comtinue
to pump from Well 1 or 9. For this reasom, it is recommended
that the Corporutiom be granted & temporary permit to use
Well 2 if 1t will swpply the pump in addition to that, or
those, on Wells 1 and 9, and eocparate in tests in aecordance
with spdeifications to be supplied by the Geological Survey.

7. Subject to legal confirmation that the MWD Well 1-9
site is not swbject to reversiom to the United States, it 1s
nonetheless true that it has only limited value as a source
of supply for a camp smaller, or less developed than the
Bagle Mountain Camp of the Corporetion, and its future need

be limited. WNo permanent use
2 should be mede vithout an attempt to gain
itle to that wellsite im exchange for permanent
equivalent water fram Well 2.

g
E

of
8. If well 2, or an adjacent wellsite were excluded from
the Momment and coaveypsd to the Corporation, as proposed,
the include nc land over the

Basin, without retura flow, might result in comtimuing in-
crease in the depth from which water will have to be pumped
for all Mooumawt developments in the large portiom of the

Joswment wvhich comprises Pianto Basin.

The value of the water of Pimto Well 2, or Well 9 (Kaiser 3),
should be determined by a very competant appraiser, if used for land
were to assign Well 2 and an execlusive
1lsite on the basis of the Corporation use of 900,000 gallons per day,

i
:
:
!




12-13-1957: memorandum to chief of lands from nps regarding kaiser steel corporation request to use water from pinto wellsite no

vhich is reported to be the present use at 1,000 gallons per mimute
for 15 hours, it would be squivaient to selling land snd appurtesant
rights to 1.4 second feet of water. This is & scarce, desert water
supply, and water rights had beem sold in the Los Angeles ares for as
high as $250,000 per secomd foot before the second World War. Howevar',
the value of water depends somevhat on the purpose for vhieh it is used.
It may be Justifisble tc pay that price for mubicipal purposes or the
irrigation of citrus fruit trees im Los Angsles, but not justifiable to
Pay ihat price for vater for the Eagle Mountain Cemp which is justified
only by the need for certain minerals. By comparison, the following
values have been determined for certain lands im Desth Valley, which
are only valid to the exteat that water is available for resort
developments for seasonal use:

Nevares Tract, on basis of 0.62 sec.ft. of water

Rultz appraisal of 1951 $56,500 per ses,ft.
Court sward of 1951 $6k,500 per see.ft.
Saratoga Spring Pract

Hopper and Wakefield

of 1956 based an 0.0332 sec.ft. $165,500 per ses.f%.
Court award of 1957, based omn ‘

200 AP/yr or 0.2T7 sec.ft. $ 52,800 per sec.ft.

From the above values, it appears to me that & wellsite whigh
can provide 1,000 mare-feet per year, or 1.4 sec.feet of water for
relatively loocal use should be worth about $75,000 besed om $53,500 per
sec.feet. That should be the value to the Metropolitan Water District
dmmwtmﬂitmmn-cmum.cMLmn
on the adjecent agueduct right-of-way. The Kaiser Steel Corporstiom
lightmtadilmtouth.buuotlwmttoplmnfm,
but should pay the competitive price whless it ecan find water nearer,
in the Chmckwalls Valley. We still lack the pump tests.to prove that
Well 2 can produce 1.k sec.feet, however.

Althoagh the Corporation is nov obtaiming 1.4 see.feet from
Well 9, on the MWD wellsite, available data suggests that it is not
pumping within the safe yield. The 1956 Geclogical Swrvey Report
-uwmmth3wm—mtwm1:hmdnm,
8% this time. On this basis, the MWD wellsite is omly worth about $25,000--
the price the Corporation has suggested paying for a site at Well 2
whare it bhopes to obtain three times as mach water.

A. van V. Dvmn :
Chief, Water Resowrces Sectiom
Attachments 3




01-07-1958: memorandum to regional director, region four from assistant director regarding kaiser steel corporation request to use

Jml 7 19%
Memorandum
: | ——— ’h’
To: Reglonal Director, Region Four
Prom: Assistant Director

Subject: EKaiser Steel Corporstion Request to Use Water n‘m.//b’
Well Site Ro. 2, Joshua Tree

Attached are M-, Dunn's comments concerning the subject request
in the form of a memorandum to the Chief of Lands, which were promised in
our air mai) semorandum of December 9, 1957. -

You will pote that Mr. Dunn is still awaiting certain historical
data concerning the act of June 1B, 1932, from the Library of Congress;
and concerning the specific grant of Pinto Well No. 1 sits, and other lands
under Serial No. 051391 from BIM Archives., Significant information
fram those records wii. be suppiried vhen available.

There seem to be four signifieant conclusioms to be dremm from
Mr. Dunn's comments, namely:

1. MWD wellsite is probably not subject to reversion to
the U.S. for nonmuse, but this is a legal question that would
have to be resoived by the Sclicitor's Office.

v. The existing records suggest that the present rate of
pumping fram Weli No. 9 may indicate that Kalser Steel Corpors-
tion needs cannot be safely supplied from amy of the three wells,
and further records and pump tests are needed.

3« Confirmation of the sectnd conclusion wvould make 1t
ngcessary for tne Corporation to use more welisites in Pinto
HBasin, or fimi an alternativa source in Chuckwalla Valley, and
the .atter shou.d be encouraged, if or vhen necessary.

4. The value of a vellsite to include Well No. 2 may be
at least three times the 325,000 suggested by the Corporatioa,
but should be determined on the basis of eavailable water which
must still be determined. -

In complianze with the separate memorandum to Dr. Reed of
the Geological Survey, please work out details for the first three items,
Ifnmotonuw,mrurmnhortmchingctwcm,wun




01-07-1958: memorandum to regional director, region four from assistant director regarding kaiser steel corporation request to use

obligate up to about $2,500 for a Geological Survey report on items
one and two, and further supervision of pusp test at Well No. 2. We
would probably have to follow Mr. Dunn's suggestiocn to have
Corporation provide the pump and make the test.

the

Mr. Dunn has suggested that the test pumping of Well No. 2
might be mads vith equipment of the Corporatiom, in consideratiom the
temporary use of the wvater., We are opposed to grinting amy Special Use
Permit which might offer an entering wedge for more permanent
the water., The psrmissive use would be nominally
Well Fo. 1 and Well No. 3 might be shut down as
However, to use the water at all,
at least a quarter of a mile pi 4 of
over two million gallons per day--at least a 10" or 12" pipe. MNr. Dumn
also questions whether ghe alternative of pumping 1,500 gm onto the
surface at Well Site No. 2 would not cause serious erosion whieh should
be prevented.  These matters should be discussed with Mr. Kmkel dafore
the matter is referred to the Corporatiom.

)
RE
|4
B§
i

Mr. Dunn wvas not
representatives of the Kaiser Steel Corporation and his seventh item
suggests an exclusion of Well Site
proposed by the Corporation but hot acceptabls at this tims
office. We agree that it would be desirable to obtain Well Site No. 1-9,
but have only considered the possibilities of reversiom or purchase.

i
z
|

Assistant Direstor
Attachment

Copy to: Superintendent, Joshua Tree, v/e sttechment




12-06-1956: memorandum to regional director, region four from nps regarding pinto well no. 2

Foo WESTERN OFF

b 5‘“; ViSION & CONSTE

DEC 10 75

Deceuber 6, 1956 =T

Memorandum ADMIN.ASSIST
PERSONNEL

PLANS & PROM

To: Regional Director, Region Four SAEETY
ARCHITELT

From: Chief, Water Resources Section | ENGInEER
LAND. AR H.

Subject: Kaiser Steel Corporation, Pinto Well No. 2, Joshua Tree [ETREER

Attached for your records are the following: | ACTION TAKEN-
L e

1. CWyorkMdmmcmtmwin
Pinto Well No. 2, dated October 23.

2. Iatterofm9bothomimn‘hmﬂamﬂ.
from Attorney Stoddard of Cox, » Stoddard and Cutler, by
which the release and a check for «55 were transmitted, which
mmmmmmxmcwimmmﬁcmm.

3. murarmaotemsouciwmmm-r,
Trial Section, Department of Justice, transmitting items listed above.

L, WWM$WMMrmtmm-mt
Solieitor, Parks, transmitting the above items.

Mchackisbemgmtmyoubymtem,uu
fiscal matter.

mmlm,iMl,wmmntheb@ofmuof
Part I-Historical Date, in Joshua Tree Docket Fo. 1. The original is
mmtwmm,m.wumutwmmm
m«awumm,nmmmummwmm
mzs,utummunmmmn—mumomﬂ.
All records are, thus, in Part I. The next action may be to grant the
Corporation temporary use of the well. The need for an appropriative water
rwismmmmmw.

m’mmmmmm,mtm,mh
recorded. Checking with the Solicitor's Office, it was also decided that
Wmtmnmummwmmzm
might bave some interest to assign. For those reasons we were advised not
to have the Release notarized or recorded.

A. van V. Dunn

Chief, Water Resources Section
Attachments b

Copy to: mmt, Joshua Tree, with b attachments
Office of Design and Construction, with & attachments
Field Solicitor McClellan, with 4 asttachments




11-28-1956: memorandum to director, nps from assistant solicitor regarding settlement of kaiser steel corporation trespass in jotr

COPY
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
Weshington 25, D.C.
November 28, 1956

Memorandum
To: Director, National Park Service
from: Assistant Solicitor, National Parks

Subject: Settlement of Kaiser Steel Corporation Trespass in Joshua
Tree National Monmument

There are attached, for your information and appropriate
action, the following documents relating to the Govermment's claim
against the Kaiser Steel Corporation for trespass arising out of
the drilling of a water well (Pinto No. 2) on Government land in
Joshua Tree National Monument:

1. Copy of a letter dated November 20, 1956, to Solicitor
Armstrong from Assistant Attorney General Morton advising that the
offer in settlement made by the Kaiser Steel Corporation on September
10, 1956, has been accepted by the Department of Justice and that its
file on the matter is being closed.

2. Check payable to the Treasurer of the United States
and drawn on the Riggs National Bank, Washington, D. C., in the
amount of $240.55, representing the amount of cash involved in the
settlement.

3. Release executed by the Kaiser Steel Corporation on
October 23, 1956, releasing to the United States any and all interests
in and to Pinto Well No. 2.

/8/ J. Edwerd Amschel
Assistant Solicitor
4 Netional Parks




11-09-1956: letter to assistant attorney general from attorney regarding kaiser steel corporation, pinto well no. 2

COPY

COX, LANGFORD, STCDDARD & CUTLER

November 9, 1956
Honorable Perry W. Morton
Assistant Attorney General
Lands Division
Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.

Attention: Mr. Robert E. Mulroney
Chief, Trial Section

Re: Kaiser Steel Corporation - Joshua Tree
National Monument - Pinto Well No. 2.

Dear Sir:

In accordance with your letter of October 18, 1956, in which
the Department of Justice accepts the Kaiser Steel Corporation's
proposed offer in settlement of the Govermment's claim against the
Corperation for an unintentional trespass arising out of the drille
ing of a water well on Government land in Joshua Tree National
Monument, enclosed herewith in settlement is a check in the amount
of $240.55 payable to the Treasurer of the United States in payment
for the water and a release in duplicate executed by the Corpora=
tion of any interests which it may claim in the well structure and
the surrounding site.

The Kaiser Steel Corporation has authorized us to inform you that
it agrees to construct a fence around the well site at an approximate
cost of $50 and to perform work to restore the scenery damaged at the
well site, said work having an approximate cost of $150.00 as set forth
in item (1) of your letter of October 18, 1956.

It is understood that the acceptance of this settlement is both
without commitment on the part of the Department of the Interior with
respéct to the action to be taken by that Depertment on a future re-
gquest by the Kaiser Steel Corporation for a permit to use the well
end without prejudice to the right of the Kaiser Steel Corporation
to, request a permit to use the well taking into account the expenditures
méide by theCorporation in drilling the well,

Sincerely yours,
COX, LANGFORD, STODDARD & CUTLER
By /s/ Ezekiel G. Stoddard




10-23-1956: release statement of pinto well no. 2 from kaiser steel corporation to u.s.a.

COPY

RELEASE

KAISER STEEL CORPORATION, a Nevada corporation, hereby
releases to the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA any and all interest
in and to what is commonly knmown as Pinto Well No. 2, located
in Joshua Tree National Monument and situated in the State of
California, within the South Half of the Northeast Quarter of
Section 4, Township 3 South, Range 15 East, San Bernardino Base
and Meridian. Said release is without prejudice to the right of
Kaiser Steel Corporation to apply to the Department of the
Interior of the United States of America for a permit to use

said well.
DATED this 23rd day of October, 1956.

KAISER STEEL CORPORATION

8, R. H. Olsen
1] . m
Assibtant Secretary




05-10-1956: letter to assistant regional director, nps from manager, land office, blm regarding request for duplicate photostatic cop

N REFLY NEFER TO:

UNITED STATES WEB
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Land Office

25 West Seventh Street
los Angeles 1l, Califermis

May 10, 1956

=

~
h

Hegistérod o

I e,
5

aLSER SPEEL ORE,




11-23-1954: decision by bureau of land management: application for special land use permit rejected

NI-LWTO:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT m,:“p\
Land Qe
1515 Post Oifice Biug
Lo fogors 12 68T
¢ ? of the ariginal, NOV 23 1994

Ksiser Steel Corporation, - Hos Angeles 012165
Ty, : Application for Special
. : Land Use Permit

».195k, the above citad application wes filed
for use of the 3i5#Wh of lot 1 of WE} see. k, T, 3 8., R, 15 E.,
8 .B.M., for the purpese of drilling a wall, )

within the present boundaries of the Joshua Trwe
lational Momument snd mot under the jurisdiction of this office.
In

the application is rejected, this decisiom to




11-12-1954: application for special land-use permit: serial no. 0121694

Form 4-912 Form ap)
(Oct. 1950) Budget B\lm\l "No. 42-R996.
UNITED STATES I ce
RECEIVED DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR o § :h; :“:m
FFICE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT f
E, Beck, Asst. ng.
LOS ANGELES
Land Office i1 ~( ’L
Sorisl Nojr o) 21694
Receipt No. ... ...

APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL LAND-USE PERMIT

Name .. KAISER STEEL_CORPORATION .. .
of . P. Q. Box 217 Fontana, California

(Street and number or R. D. number) (City or post office and State)

"(Print full name)

hereby apply for a special land-use permit for vacant public land, described as follows:
St of S% of W3 of Lot 1, in

the NE} . Section 4. Township _3.S Range .15 E.
b B (Leunldluibdlvlmon or Iot numbﬂr
nge g}x;garno Meridian, State of ...._Caldfornia, _____ foraperiodof .5 .. years (not exceeding five).

Are you 21 years of age or over? . __corporation
Are you a citizen of the United States? Yesfx] No[J If yes, by birth (] by naturalization ]

corporation. . . ... . e

(If naturalized, give court, date, and number of naturalization certificate. Corporation or other legal entity (apeeify))

If not a citizen, has the necessary declaration of intention to become such been filed? .

When? o sm = What court? o What city ? i =
Have you examined the land? Yes[x No[] If yes, when? .. QOctober 29, 1954
Is the land now improved, occupied or used? Yes[] No If yes, by whom and for what purpose? .,= = = .= __

Are there any springs or water holes on theland? Yes[] No If yes, give particulars

s
From what source do you propose to obtain water for domestic or other use? ... drilled well
Does the land contain minerals? Yes[] No If yes,-specify T S
Does the land contain timber?  Yes[] No If yes, specify = S

(A permittee is not entitled to cut

timber,

What use do you propose to make of the land? .. to_produce water for use in Applicant's .. ..
nearby camp and mill

What improvements do you intend to make on the land? install and operate a water well

e obtains & permit to cut it, in with the & ing laws and

(Describe the improvements. Attach drawings, if gonvenient)

Give estimated cost of the proposed improvements. $. . .10,000,00Q _

What sanitation and toilet facilities will be provided? _..._.. Jmna .are.. renuirad.

s e m———— e e

Is this application made for your own use and benefit? %A%

[ 1 no, give particulars. ..ol

1 certify that the statéments made by me in this application are true, lete, and correct to the best of my kn
and belief, and are made in good faith.

MISERA}EEL CORPORATION _*

(over)
By 7
18 U. 8. C., 1001, makes it rime for any knowingly and willfs to make to department :
e L S T e e e TR iR pitiaiigny _,
WI




11-12-1954: application for special land-use permit: serial no. 0121694, page 2 - instructions

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Applications must be prepared in duplicate and filed in the proper land
office. If the land is in a State in which there is no land office, the appli-
cation must be filed with the Bureau of Land Manggement, Washington

25,D.C.

2. Individuals.will indicate whether a citizen by birth or naturalization.
" If citizenship is claimed by naturglization, a statement as to the eourt
in which natvralized, and the date and number of the certificate if known,
showdd be furnished; it not a eitizen, that the necessary declaration of
intention has heen filed. A statement as to the date, place, court, and
declaration number should be furnished.  If an association or partner-
ship. a copy of the constitution and bylaws, or articles of agreement and

a statement of the citizenship of each member must be submitted.

3. If the applicant is a corporation, an application will be accepted if accom-
panied either Ly the minutes of the meeting of the board of directors, or
a copy of the bylaws indicating the officer signing the application has
authority to do so, or by certificate of the secretary or the assistant secre-
tary of the corporation to that effect. A certificate of the secretary of
state, where the land is Jocated, that the corporation is qualified to do
business in that State, o a reforence to the previous case in which such
a statement was filed, should accompany this application. A single copy
of any additional information required by the provisions of this para-
graph will be sufticient.

U DL UMEENMENT PRINTINL ORFIZE 16837471

the Vice President to sign the a vlicaticn, and
a certificate f the Csaliforniz Secretary of
State, where e lind ie joe: ted, that tre cor-
poretion ie ¢

state, sre o

A')‘nl‘ricant’s bv-ilaws eviderring the asuthori t¥ &

iried to Ao buriness 1:n tnat
le in 4 recert arnvlication.

Supporting Hydro Data




07-15-1963: open-file report: ground water and related geology of joshua tree national monument, california

UNITED STATES
DEPARTIIIYL OF TIE ILTTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Ground Weter Branch

GROUND VATER AND REIATED CGEOLOGY OF

JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL MOI-IUI—{EHVT‘, CALIFORNTIA

By

J. E. Weir, Jr., and J. S. Bader

Prepared in cooperation with the
National Park Service

COPEN-FILE REPORT

Iong Beach, Cealifornia
July 15, 1963




07-15-1963: data on well and springs located in joshua tree national monument

Table 2.--Data on water wells and springs in Joshua Trec Noticnol Momment, Calif,--Contimued

!V H ) 3 : spr:lng {4 4 : Vater
s s Date : H Well and de.ta. s H t :
H : H H B 1Type, sPup ¢ P :Altitude: .level
UGS tSowrce 3§ of ¢ 3 Year 1 [ I 1 H ¢ point H :Other
3 H t  Owoer or user tDepth:dlam-stype sYield: @ s of 1sd ¢ Depth
mmber :of datasobserva-: or local name 3 com- 3 $ 3 ] 1Use . s e . 3 data
3 : 3 : 1(£t.)s eters and 1{mm):s 1 (feet)s (feet) sbelow 1lsd:
H s tion ¢ :pleted; H] N H s ¢ H H H
: 3 : s 3 3 (4n, ) spowers: : 3 3 :  (feet) -
T, 3 S., R 11 E. ‘ ‘
3/1~721 R 1-18-& - 1915 100 D- NN - Ds - = 1,760 | - w
 nm R 1B - 1913 70 D- NN - Ds - - 1,65 - .
%  3WS 'PS  11-1%-6L BarxelSpring . - © - ~‘-- NN D - ‘- - 230 - "
) T. 3 S., Re 14 E,
3/1% 6Xx1 GS  11-30-61 Black Eagle well - 282 €12 NN - U. Te 0. 1,20 274,05 -
T. 3 S., R, 15 E. \
=»3/15- WJ1 GS  11-16-61 Kaiser No. 2 (NFS) gi§§!? 575 €16 NN < U Eue O 1,080.6 15k.9%4 C,L,W
i  Gs 1~ 9-61 Keiser No. 1 (01d). 1933 @ShT. TC16 T75 - I Hb 2.8 1,008.1 h120.11 C,LW
2  Gs 1- 9-61 Xedser No. 3 (mew) 1957 675 -20 T75 - I  Tap 1.13 1,059.h 1130.59 G-‘i-(L
T, 4 S., R 11 E.
4/131- 31 GS  11-15-61 Pinkham woll 1915 25 D- NN - Pu ow = 2,700 axry
305 GS  11-15-61 Pinkhom Spring - - - «-« NN D - - @« 2,800 - -

Sae Lootnotos at end of table.




03-02-1958: water rate study table

1. 1000 ggm = 2.23 s.f. = 60,000 gph = 0.1843 AW/ie
b=l 2

3. Altttuis W) 2 1080.6 ©
Dagth to water 158.9 ®

5. Brawiown st 500 gym
(2 wells at 500 s.r.)
5. Drawdows water leval at 500 ggm 917 ft. 6. Drawiowm water lovel at

March 2, 1958
Pisto Basin - Joshua Tres

Lq&nﬂmmmmcm(mw;a)

e-Wll 9 (Xaiser 3)
3. Altttute W1 9 * 3 1058

*8
Dupth to water IR6
inter level o

. Pecific capasity-well 3 20

7.8 £t. 5. Drowiowm at 1000 ggm 8.6 fe.
6. Drewiowmn water level st
903 ft. 100- ggm. 883 re.

1807gpm
7. Elav. Bagle Mtn. Cemp 1300 ft. / or - 7. Klev.Bagle Mia. Camp 1300 rt. Jer-

8. static pusp lift 353 ft. (using 2 wells 8. Statie pamp 1ift 397 ft.
on ¥iD site)

9. Priction leed 2.23 rt. (169 fr. .. .cv 9. Prictiom Head 2.23 ft. (169 ft.
through 81,000 ft. of (106 f8..¢. .. y. thromgh 41,000 ft. of (106 rt. -
12 " pipe 123 . v v i 12 " pipe 123 fv.

x.u.wom.-mn./--
. Static pwmp Lift 817 ft. / o~ -
(wsing 1 well ea MWD site)

- 9. Pricticn Head 2.23 . 159 f%.

(Basad for .=me-t.ﬁs xyn)

(Lines 10-17 based on Friction head of 123, computed by formula, at home) (Spsuliing for 2.21 s.f. thre

(5ee revised page 2, basxd on Priction head of 1/9 ft. for steel pipe. )

40,000 r%.)

(speulding may have Just.fications, not piven, £ r value of 106 for 2.21 lt!.l 123 fe.

10. Total pump bead 506 rt. (2 pamgs &  10. Total pusp head 520 ft.
wells )

11. uater H.P. 128.2 H.? 11. Water H.P. 131.7 H.P.
12. Imput at 75% Eff. 171.0 H.P. 12. Deput of 75% Eff. 175.5 B.P.
13. Imput at 75% Eff. - 127.5 KW 13. Dupet at 75¢% Bff. - 130.9 KV

15, Required sammal power

000 0l lﬁ.ml—lnm
15. Cost req. am. power @ QC 15. Cost. req. ann. power @
16. Jeq. 20 year powsr 14,100,000 KME 16. Req. 20 yesr power 1k,490,000
17. Cost req. 20 yr. power $70,500.00 17. Cost req. 20 yr. power $72,450

‘s Tree oo
Rydramlics . ).23 s.f. &1,000 rt.
10. Total punp bhead 540 ft.




03-02-1958: water rate study table, page 2

WATER RATE STWDY
Revision of 3/ /58

a el 1 bWl 2 c.%ell 9 (Kmiser 3)

8. Matic Esed 33 e, B3 X, 6. Seatic Bead 397 tt. 8. stetie Bead ny n,

9. Pricticon hesd (sorrected 2/3) ft. 9 Pricticm heed 159 rt. 9. Priction heed gn.

10. Total pmp bead Te. 10, Total purp eed 55 T, 10, Total pusp head v

11. Water HP 1h0 P 11, Water WP 183.5 wp 11. Water HP 1897 EP

R.n-t T5% Efficiency 180.7 103, KN ot T5% efficieoc: 1hh.2 Ki 13. XW at 7% efficiemey 150.3 KW

. Roguired sxmml power 778,000 X 1b&, Required mzrmal power (97,500 KW 1N. Bequired anmml power 831,00 W

15. smma)l paping cost @ 3¢ DN 850 15. Anmml pusping cost @x¢d KWl $3,%7.50 15, anma) pumping cost @ if Kn.

17. Cest pumping for 20 years T7,800 17. Cost pmping for 20 yeers 79,7150 $83;200 §,15°
17. Cost pumping fer 20 years $83,1C
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Mareh 3, 198

AME 11
CAPITAL INVESRMENT
Weter from D
Agmeduct

1. Pmp end house $ 5,000

o.mﬁo?n. (lﬁ'z

t Well @ $20 e, (16%)

well #3-9 @ §25 ft. (")

5. Piping betwsen wslls

6. Powerline - S00 ft. st §1 500

7. Powerlime - 11,500 ft. @

8. franaformer 2,500

9. Pup line-12°-300f 5000 £t @ b 70,000

10 u-n-n'm;.:x,mn.om

1. .-mu'-ﬁ,ou/-nlwm-unm—m

12, Total Cspitel Investasnt FI8, 050

I
j
i

& Maintenance om pipeline @5% per year
, Maiuptemance on other imvestnents st 10§
15. 20,%00 AP of water at §10/AF fram
16, ©0,%0 AP pmped from MID Wellaite
© 1 asd 3 or eqguivelent)
,11: 20,000 AP parped from equeduct
20,000 A¥ pmped from Wall 2
19. Beatsl of 10 ec. wallsite-10% yr ea
sere
asre

Iv  COMPARATIVE WATER VALUES

Water from MiD Water from Bemarka
Wellsite (Walls Well 2
1 and Poderal
(2) $ 11,000 $ 5,000
10,940
1,50
16,875
6,000
1,50 11,500 (410,000 not nesde.
powsr at MiD Wellsite
2,500 2,500
12" 300 C1 is now $5.0
533,000 533,000 -12" stand.Cl 18 0o
02 PR
O noLe 553,500
533,000 533,000
17,63 6,000
" i
Soe fhest 1
9,70
5,000
10,000 Assume lime from agme-
@et all e mining
elsin

Total 20 yesr cost of 20,000 AP if eystsm scrapped en shendomment of mining (line 12 / 21)

(see next page)
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TAMLE IV (comtimmed) Ccovvang i VT JALUNS
Water from MWD Water from
ster from MWD Wellsite Well 2
Aquutoct 1 end 3 Pederal Eewmrks
22. Total 20-year cost of 20,800 AP if
systen on sbandcnasot [
of mining (lice 12 / 21) $445,800 $1,330,545 41,277,250
23. Cost per scre-foot o 65, @.%
24, Cost of 1020 AP/yr at Twenty-nins
Palms (per AP 86.91 86,91
25. Cost of 20,40C AF st Twenty-mine Palms 8
rete 1,773,000 1,775,009 Sem Supt.'e wemo O/ L5/
Punds availsble for distribution system
26. If Emiser sells water at Twanty-nine
Palus rate 1,327,200 M2, heS JIt i3 quite probetle
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TARLE ¥V
Perivetion of Federal Charge for Water from Pinto Well 2
(For 10 %o 20 years)
1. Cost of 80,500 AP from MWD Wellsite 5,330,953
2. Cost of 20,400 AP from Well 2 1,277,880
3. Dfference

Charge for 2,040 AP (10% of Line 7) 1in 2 years
Cost of puwp Paphouse 5
Cost of powerline , 1,500
Cost of trazstormer 2,500

Cost of 1500 ft. of 12” pipe Py
Total temporary investmsnt by Kaise%

Noter These charges @ not ineclude any allowanse for impeirment of
values, use or operstiocn. The suggested charges per 1000 galloms

Other Supporting Information

Mareh 3, 1958

$ 53,295
23,000
10,000

$ 11,6

%
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Mg e

United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Water Resources Division
1201 Oak Ridge Drive, Suite 250
Fort Collins, Colorado 80525-5596

N REPLYREFER TO: December 2, 1994
L54(479)

JOTR/Water Rights

Memorandum

To: Superintendent, Joshua Tree National Park

A
From: W? Chief, Water Rights Branch
Subject: Request for Assistance, JOTR Memorandum of May 27, 1994

This responds to your May 27, 1994, request for assistance. The
Water Rights Branch (WRB), Water Resources Division (WRD) has
reviewed proposals for two projects located near Joshua Tree
National Park (JOTR) and evaluated the potential for impact to
National Park Service (NPS) water rights resulting from the
withdrawal of groundwater associated with these projects.

The projects referred to are the Eagle Mountain Pumped Storage
Project (EMPSP) and the Eagle Mountain Landfill Project (EMLP).
Both projects are proposed just outside of JOTR's southeast
boundary and will withdraw ground water during operation. WRD
staff reviewed copies of the 1991 draft EIS/EIR for the proposed
EMLP and the April, 1994, Application for FERC License submitted
for the EMPSP to determine amount of use and location of ground

water development.

We have concluded that the water use required for the proposed
projects could reduce ground water levels in aquifers in the
vicinity of these projects, including the Pinto Basin within the
park. The NPS may have a water right in the Pinto Basin (Pinto
Well Number 2) that could be affected by the proposed ground-water
withdrawals. However, it is unlikely that withdrawals will have
adverse impacts on the springs mentioned in your memorandum. This
conclusion is based upon our review of existing water-rights and
environmental documents and other information provided by your
staff. Summarized below are impacts to park water rights, springs
and aquifers that may result from the implementation of the EMPSP

and EMLP.

Impacts to NPS Water rights - According to NPS water rights

records, the NPS has acquired possession of Pinto Well Number 2,
which was mistakenly constructed on NPS lands by the Kaiser Steel
Corporation in November, 1954. Kaiser Steel Corporation released
any and all interests in the well to the United States in October,
1956. The well appears to be on lands reserved from the public
domain; therefore, the reserved rights doctrine may apply to
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this well. There is, however, no information in NPS water rights
records to determine that the NPS has ever used water from this
well, or if the well has been capped and no longer available for
use.

If the well has not been capped and before the NPS can argue that
water levels in this well may be affected by the proposed projects,
several tasks should be completed. First, the Solicitor's Office
must determine whether the NPS is entitled to a Federal reserved
water right for the well. Second, the NPS should document that
they are planning to use this water (visitor center, campgrounds,
etc.) at some time in the foreseeable future. Lastly, an extensive
ground water modelling effort would be needed to more accurately
estimate impacts to the well.

The WRB reviewed the NPS water right records and contacted the
California State Water Resources Control Board regarding well
records in the Pinto Basin and confirmed that there are no other
documented NPS water rights or water uses within the Pinto Basin.

Impacts to Springs - Your memo states, "desert bighorn sheep and
other wildlife depend on several springs in the area that could be

adversely impacted from increased water consumption". JOTR staff
provided the WRB a map with several springs highlighted as possibly
being affected by ground water withdrawals from the proposed
projects. These springs are located outside the former park
boundary in the Eagle Mountains south of the Pinto Basin, although
they may be included within the new Joshua Tree National Park
boundaries (authorized on October 31, 1994). If these springs are
now within the park boundary, it is possible that Federal reserved
water rights exist for NPS and/or previous Bureau of Land

Management purposes. If these resources are at risk, a
determination would be necessary as to whether the reserwved rights
doctrine would apply to these springs. However, while these

springs are critical to wildlife and other resources, it would
appear from the limited water resource information available that
it is unlikely these springs are hydrologically connected to the
Pinto or Chuckwalla Basin aquifers since they are located in the
mountains above the Pinto and Chuckwalla Basins. Rather, they
appear to be fed by local ground water systems that would be
unaffected by withdrawals from the proposed projects.

c fers - The Pinto Basin "is a typical desert valley
formed by downfaulting along several major fault zones. The valley
is filled with alluvium, and ground water in the alluvium
discharges as subsurface outflow through an alluvium-filled gap at
the east end of the valley." (From: Kunkle, F., 1963, Hydrologic
and Geologic Reconnaissance of Pinto Basin, Joshua Tree National
Monument, Riverside County, California, U.S. Geological Survey
Water-Supply Paper 1475-0.) The aquifer receiving subsurface flow
from the Pinto Basin is Chuckwalla Basin, also the aquifer from
which both projects propose to divert ground water. Ground water
withdrawals from either project will cause drawdowns within the
Chuckwalla Basin, located outside of the JOTR boundary, and
possibly within the Pinto Basin inside JOTR.
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The EMPSP and EMLP documents do not provide sufficient information
on the exact location of the proposed withdrawals, the amount of
water to be withdrawn, or the estimated effects the proposed
withdrawals will have upon groundwater 1levels within the park.
This is viewed as a serious deficiency in that project impacts to
adjacent water users should be evaluated and presented in these
documents. Without site-specific data, the effect(s) of project-
related groundwater withdrawals on water levels at the park
boundary can only be estimated using coarse assumptions of
hydrogeology and aquifer properties. Based on planned project
water use rates, distances (estimated) of project wells from the
Pinto Well, and other hydrogeologic assumptions, a rough projection
of drawdown near the JOTR boundary indicates that small water level
declines could occur at Pinto Basin Well No. 2 over 100 years from
the development of either or both projects (this assumes the worst
case that all groundwater use would occur nearest the park).

To summarize, the WRD reviewed available envircrmental and
regulatory permit application documents, water resource and water
rights information and discussed park resource threats with park
staff. The EMLP and EMPSP documents fail to address groundwater
development plans in detail sufficient to determine specific
impacts to springs in the mountains above the Pinto Basin.
However, other available documentation suggests that the potential
for these projects to injure water-related park resources is
unlikely. The legal status of NPS rights for water at Pinto Well
Number 2 should be reviewed by the Solicitor and NPS plans for
using water from this well should be clarified.

If you have any questions concerning this memorandum, please

contact either Dan McGlothlin or Jeff Hughes of my staff at (303)
225-3536 or (303) 225-3527 respectively.

SOV le/

cc: JOTR - Billings, Stonum
WRO - Kolipinski

bcc: 479 - McGlothlin, Sharrow, Hughes, Rosenlieb, JOTR docket #1
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On June 10, 1932, Congress passed H.R., 10048, entitled an Act Granting
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California certain public and reserved
lands of the United States in Los Angeles, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties,
in the State of California. This Act granted to the MWD, "subject to the reser-
vation, until théir disposition is hereafter expressly directed by law, of all
minerals except earth, stone, sand, gravel, and other materials of like character”,
at no cost, land over which to build an aqueduct frem the Colorado River to the
metropolitan areas of Southern California. Further, the MWD was given the right
to claim land near the aqueduct for use in conjunction with its construction or
"any other necessary purposes of said district™, for $1.25 per acre. Section 5
of the Act said "On the cessation of use of the land granted for the purposes of
the grant the estate of the grantee or of its assigns shall terminate and revest
in the United States™. Pursuant to this authority, in 1933 the MWD applied to the
District Land Office for numerous tracts of land, among which was a wellsite in
the SE, ES of Lot 1 in the NWi, sec. L4, T3S, R15E, and a right-of-way for access
to it. These applications were approved, and in late 1933, MWD drilled a well on
the site. However, apparently MWD use of the well ceased in 1933.

On Aug. 10, 1936, Joshua Tree National Monument was created by Presidential
Proclamation. It included the MWD wellsite within its exterior boundaries. Some-
time in the early 1940's, Kaiser Steel established a mine near the Monument. Its
expansion brought a need for increased water usage, and in 1947, Kailser and MWD
entered into an agreement (Jan. 1, 1947), to last 25 years, which allowed Kaiser
to use the wellsite. Its use was subject to the paramount right of use by MWD.

As there was only one well on this tract, Kaiser decided to drill another. It
did so in 1954, but located it on Monument property. After the United States
notified Kaiser that it was in trespass, Kaiser released all claims to this well,
in 1956. This well is called Pinto Well No.2. Still in need of additional water,
Kaiser drilled Well No.3 on the original wellsite in 1957.

It is to be noted that ever since Kaiser decided it needed more water for its
mining operations, there has been a conflict over the Pinto Basin wellsites. This
is due primarily to the nature of the Basin itself., It is a closed basin, with the
only water recharge coming from rainfall on the surrounding hills, As a result,
accelerated pumping of the wells in the basin causes a gradual lowering of the
level of the water table, However, the NPS response to this situation has vacil-
lated over time, In the 1950's, Kaiser wanted a Special Use Permit to use water
from Well No,2, ‘Some NPS persomnel favored granting it, to alleviate overpumping
on the wellsite tract. Others felt only a temporary (2-year) permit could be
allowed, while Kaiser developed other sources south of the-Monument, A further
solution, that of a land exchange, was nixed by the NPS, as was any long term
permit to use the Well No.2, The issue was not resolved, and water levels contin-
ued to drop.

The 1960's sdw a new approach by the NPS. It was suggested that title to the
wellsite may have revested in the United States, and at a meeting between the NPS
and MWD in 1962, the MWD was asked to voluntarily give up its title to the tract.
MWD refused to do so. Kaiser continued to pump the wellsite (a renewal of the
1947 agreement between Kaiser and MWD having been signed) and petition the NPS
for a Special Use Permit to use Well No. 2. The NPS response was now to demand
revestment of title. In fact, the NPS went sco far as to request the Solicitor
to have the Justice Department bring legal action against MWD to accomplish that
goal, However, the Justice Department felt such a suit could not be won. Per a
memo dated June 17, 1976, the Superintendent of the Monument is still desirous of
a resolution to the Pinto Basin problem,

It is first noted that this is primarily a land problem, as that is what the
1932 Act dealt with, Of course, it is the water use on the land which is causing
most of the NPS concern,
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Possible alternatives short of acquiring the wellsite tract.
‘l. The memo from the Monument Superintendent indicates that he is worried about
ingress to Monument lands from the wellsite tract. The brief history outlined
on the previous page noted that MWD obtained the tract and a right-of-way for
access to the tract in 1933. Therefore, MWD has the right to use that land
for the purposes listed in the 1932 Act, However, one possible solution might
be to fence in the wellsite tract, preventing access to Monument land from that
area, Further, it might be helpful to détermine whether people going to the
wellsite tract are actually using the proper right-of-way. If not, the Service
could attempt to restrict them to the correct access route.
2, Allow Kaiser to use water from Well No.2 under a Special Use Permit. This
would help the water problem, as a permit can be conditioned to give the NPS
some control over total water usage in the Pinto Basin by Kaiser.. Letting
Kaiser use Well NO.2 water would alleviate heavy pumping on the wellsite tract
wells, thus reducing overall water table lowering.

Alternatives involving acquisition of the wellsite tract.
1. Condemnation. Perhaps a forced sale of the wellsite tract by MWD - but this
is questionable., Since MWD holds title to the tract by Act of Congress, this
could have adverse effects upon a condemnation action. (Research would have to
be done to see if this approach is feasible).
2. The memo from the Superintendent indicates that he seems to feel that MWD
might be willing to release its title to the US. One course of action would
be to inquire of the Superintendent whether he has any concrete basis for his
belief - has MWD given him some reason to think it would be likely to voluntar-
ily relinquish its title? If so, the Service could give MWD in exchange a long
term permit to use the wellsite tract for whatever purposes in event of an
emergency on the aqueduct. This is a doubtful choice, as MWD has already
rejected this idea in 1962 and 1968. MWD feels if it relinquished title to this
tract, its title to numerous other tracts it holds under the 1932 Act will be
Jeopardized., Further, MWD is certainly aware of the financial ‘advantage it
gains in permitting Keiser to use the wellsite under lease. ,
3. A land exchange between MWD and the NPS. This was attempted between Kaiser
and the NPS in the late 1950's and failed. For the reasons given under No. 2
above, this alternative is unlikely. (Note that special legislation in Congress
would also be needed here).
4, Court action: As noted previously, in 1969 this course of action was
rejected by the Solicitor and the Justice Department, This was due to hesi-
tation by the Solicitor in getting involved in an interpretation of the 1932
Act, which would of necessity have to be attempted to cause a revestment of
title in the United States. The NPS would have to look to section 5 of the
1932 Act, quoted at the beginning of this narrative. This section says that
title will revert to the United States "on the cessation of use of the land
granted for the purposes of the grant". This is the headache area for the
Justice Department - what was the purpose of the grant? To determine this,
standard interpretation techniques would be used, such as looking to the lan-
guage of the Act itself, checking out the legislative history of the Act,,and
perhaps noting the historical setting in which the Act was passed. The lan-
guage of the Act speaks in terms of "necessary purposes of said district". The
legislative history notes the purpose of MWD was to bring water from the Colorado
River to metropolitan Southern California. Thus, it seems to me that the land
was granted to MWD in conjunction with the building and maintenance of a means
of getting water to Southern California, I do not think leasing of the parcel
to a steel company for mining purposes is contemplated by the 1932 Act. As for
MWD's worry over such court action setting a poor precedent for its keeping
title to other tracts claimed under the Act, it would be useful to see if MWD
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has leased other such tracts for unrelated purposes. If not, this court action
would not be a dangerous precedent to MWD,




08-28-1961: memorandum to district engineer from acting assistant regional director, region four regarding ground-water investiga

Whitworth
L 54 Beck
Wosky
Hesorsadius
To: K. D. Wilsem, Jr., Distriot Engineer, W, UBGS,

(SGD) JOHN B. WOSKY
Asting Assistant Begicasl Pirector
Capy to: Direstor (2)

Caief, WODC (2)
Sapt., Joshme Tree

be: Mr. Beck

1Sspaulding:lq




05-25-1961: memorandum to regional director from nps regarding water level measurements, pinto wells

May 25, 1961
Memorandum
fot Regional Director, Region Four
From: Chief, Water Resources Section
Subject: Water Level Messurements, Pinto Wells, Joshua Tree /Vi/1€

T ettt ittt
Your arrangements with the Geological Survey for only one measurement
of the water level in Pinto Well No. 2 during 1962 is probably
satisfactory. However, the hydrograph with Mr. Whitworth's memo of
May 15 tc the Superintendent suggests that subseguent measurement
of the water in Well 1 or 3 msy become necessary if Kaiser continues
to use them.

The graph suggests that Kaiser may novw be bringing the water level
in Wells 1 amd 3 to, or below the level of water in Well 2, and the
wvater level in Well 2 has dropped this year for the first time since
about 1956. If the 1962 measurement of Well 2 shows further marked
drop, it will probably show that water levels in lower Pinto Basin
are affecting the levels in Well 2, which is beyond the restricting
dike. This would be a basis for protest if this Service wished to
use water and had to contend with increasing pump lift.

I think the 1962 measurement of water in Well 2 should be about the
same date es the last measurement, at the end of March. Any further
congideration of Wells 1 and 3 could probably wait until the beginning
of the 1963 F.Y.

A. van V. Dunn

Chief, Water Resources Section

Copy to: rintendent, Joshua Iree
hief, WoBC (2)




05-02-1961: memorandum to geologist in charge from regional director regarding ground water investigations

Spaulding

Whitworth
May %, 1361 Vanbey

Persons

LI ] Wosky

% § Merriam

To: Geclogist in Cherge, US38, Long beach, Csliforaia
Through: Uistrict Eagineer, O, UB3B, Sscrsmento, Califernis

Fram: djegicnal Direetor, hagion Your

fubject: Jround Yater Ilnvestigstioss, 1562 FY,
Joshue Tree and Deunth Velley lational Honusents

The prograa of ground-weter study at Joskma Tree snd Death Velley as
set forth in your wesorundus of Agril 25 is satisfestory.

Starting vith Piscal Year 1968 1% will be satisfectory to meke o
single asnwsl msesiesent of the weler level in Haiser Vell Ho. 2 )
in Finto Sasis rether then ontiswe guarterly wessuresents. L, -+

coptisned measwrement aad tebulstion of spriag discharges at
Purnace Creek, Death Valley (#500). As sooca as Punds are known
to be sveilable we will prepare & letler a8 you have suggested
formally requesting UBGE assistance.

(SOMY | pen g 6 BELY
hegloanl Diredtor
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TASSTRD. |
G I —
- =

Subject:

Chief, Water Resources Section, NPS
i s

~
UNITED STATES 7S 5B Fom esrcx
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY Y1 61

Water Resources Division

Ground Water Braach ,—Wgﬂ

\ 221 Redondo Avenue 1
Long Beach 3, Californie

| L

Regionel Director, Region Four, Nationzl Park Service
180 New Montgomery Street, San Francisco, Calif,
Attention: Regional Chief of Operstions
Through: District Engineer, GW, USGS
Sacramento, Calif,.

Geologist in Charge, UsGs
long Beach, (Calif.

Ground-water investigations during the 1962 fiscel year,
Joshue Tree and Death Valley National Momuments, Calif.

The following is an estimate of the scope and costs of the

work program that the Geological Survey is conducting at the request
of the Park Service, together with some suggestions as to a realignment
of the program. :

+ Assist the Park Bervice in selection of test-

by
well sites, preparstion of well specifications, and
analysis of the results of test drilling.
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of the con study at Pinto Basin
oshusa ti Monument

The Survey has been making quarterly measurements of the water
levels in three wells in the Pinto Basin and has been furnishing the
Park Service with the water-level records. My memo of January 23,
1961, suggested that measurement of two of the wells (Kaiser 1 and 3)
be discontinued because valid measurements of static water level vere
not being obtained, and that measurements of Kalser well no. 2 be
reduced to an snnual basis. In his memo of Februsry 6, 1961, the
Regional Director of the Park Service concurred in the discontimuation
of water<level records for wells 1 and 3 but requested that gquarterly
measurements of well no., 2 be continued.

We again suggest that measurements of well no. 2.,be reduced to
an annual basis. The measurements of this well indicate little change
in the period of record and such change as occurs would be adequately
shown by annual measurements.

of additicnal s sted studies at
oshua Tree Na Monument

Mr., Kunkel's memo of March 28, 1960, suggested that a rather
deteiled ground-water study be made of the entire Monument., It is again
suggested here that such a study be made, The Survey has twice been
called upon to advise the Park Service on the locations of water-supply
faeilities on the basls of a very brief reconnaissance. Such a recon
can uncover the more obvious hydrologic features of a local aree, but
for intelligent water utilization there is no substitute for a sound
knowledge of the hydrology of an entire area, particularly of an area
vhere water is as difficult to obtain as at the Monument.

The scope of such & study would include the following:

1. Assemble and tebulate all existing data on
wells and springs within the Monument.

2, Prepare @ reconnalssance geoclogic map of the
Monument showing the areas of water-yielding deposits.
This would include Upper and Lower Covington Flat, Indien
Cove, Lost Horse Valley, Queen Valley, Pleasant Valley,
Music Valley, and Pinto Basin,

3. Continue annusl messurements of the water level
in Kaiser Well no. 2 in Pinto Basin.

4, Prepare a report sumsrizing items 1, 2, and 3.
In accordance with the responsibility and cbjectives
of the Geological Survey, it is agreed that this report,
after submittal t§ the Park Service, will also be made
available to the public by open-file release or publication.
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5. Continue to assist the Park Service in
selection of test-well sites, preparation of well
specifications, and analysis of the results of test
drilling.

Costs for the program in the 1962 fiscal year

It is estimated that costs for the program described above
will be as follows:

Cost of continuing measurement and tabulation of
spring discharges at Furnace Creek, Death
Valley National Monument cmemmeennmeaaae $500

Cost of continuing measurement of water levels in
Well no. 2 at Pinto Basin

- if quarterly measurements are made -----=----ee--a $500
- if annual messurements are made -------e-c--- no charge

Cost of geologic and hydrologic study of the
Joshua Tree National Monument area $6,000

Thus, the total cost for the program outlined above, for the 1962
fiscal year, is estimated at $7,000, or $6,500 if only annual water-
level measurements are made in Pinto Basin., This does not iaclude
supervision of test-well drilling. Supervision of test drilling might
require a revision of the cost estimete to include the extra expenses.
Also, any prolonged period of supervision of test drilling would be
dependent upon the availability of personanel.

If the program outlined above is acceptable to the Park Service
and vhen funds for the 1962 fiscal year become available, so that this
agency can proceed with the work, please supply a letter to Mr. H. D.
Wilson, Jr., District Engineer, Room 205, 2929 Fulton Avenue, Sacramento 21,
Calif., about as follows:

“Ine National Park Service requests the Geclogical Survey
to meke ground-water studies at the Joshua Tree National
Monument and Death Valley Netional Monument ia the 1962 fiscal
year as outlined in Geclogical Burvey memorandum dated
April 26, 1961, and advises that $7,000 ($500 DVNM, $500 JTNM
water-level records, $6,000 JTNM aresl hydrology study) has
been made available for the work, including personal services.
The funds are chargeable to appropriation
(to be filled in by NP8) to finance the work.
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"Punds covering the cost of this work will be transferred
to the Geological Survey upon presentation of Standard Form 1081
to the Netional Park Service (Region Four, Sen Franciseco, Calif.,
or Weshington, D. C.)

"It is egreed that all date and reports resulting from this
investigation may be released to the open file or published by
the Geological Survey."

hcceptance of this work is subject to approval by the Geological
Survey and the availability of qualified personnel.

G. M. Hogenson

GMH/1m

ce: Chief, Water Resources Hection, WNPS
Chief, GWB, USGS
Branch Area Chief, GW, USGS
District Engineer, GW, USGS




02-16-1960: memorandum to superintendent from regional chief of operations regarding the pinto basin hydrologic studies by u.s.

Februsey 16, 1960

demorandus
To: Superintendent, Josbus Tree
From: fegional Chief of Opersticas

Supjest: Pivte Basia Epdrologie Btudies by U.B. Geologicsl Survey,
Jostue Tree Nstions) ouwment

Spaulding
HeClellsh
Vhitworth
Henbey
vosky

Attached fgr your in¥ovmetion is a eopy of the U.85. Jeologisal Suwrvey
simintstrative repart estitled "Sumeary of Hydrelogic Studies at Joshwm Tree
Batione) Momwwent, Riverside Cousty, Califermia, 1357-1950." Also ettached
are tables of date showing well pumpage and water levels turough

Decssber, 1755. These dats weare recedwed with Hr. fuckel's ssaorsndem of
Bebrusry b, & oopy of shich is stisched.

and woter levels through Deocembor, L%ﬁ,-emﬁ“mnﬂmd&
cur meuscrendus of Mareh ¥5, 1957. The atteched report daled 1959 coutelnn
recemis throegh December, 1350, The stiached lovse sheets rwvise certaim

(SGD) JOHN B. WOSKY
Segional Chief of Operetions

Copy to: Directar (2)2\!11:& all attachments)
2)$1th copy of Kunkel's memo and with loose sheets)




06-08-1959: memorandum to regional director from acting director regarding supplemental water supply, kaiser steel corporation,

e Cony b e JOTE Dot |
¢ n L3031

13035-CBL

June 8, 1959
Memorandum
Tot Regional Direetor, Region Four
From: Aeting Director

Subject: BSupplemental Water Supply, Kaiser S8teel Corporation,
Pinto Well Bite No. 2, Joshua Tree National Monument,
Califormis

During the course of discussions with us immediately
prior to the time the Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical Corporation
donated to the United States its valuable holdings at Chslmette
National Historicel Park, Mr. Richard Werd, Assistant to Vice
President Ched F. Calhoun of the Kaiser Steel Corporation, men-~
tioned that the Corporation would like to obtain our cooperation
in seecuring weter from Pinto Well No. 2 at Joshus Tree National
Momument. However, the domation of the Chalmette lands was
entirely imdependent of the weter problsm of the Kaiser Steel
Corporation involving its Esgle Mountain plant near Joshma Tree
Nationel Momument. As you know, the two eorporestions are
technically separate entities, but there is an interlocking
relationship between the Directors, and possibly even of
stockholders.

In view of the generous donation of the Kaiser Aluminum
& Chemieal Corporation, we do feel that reciproeal cooperation on
our part would be in order. Nevertheless, anything that we do at
Joshue Tree National Monwment with respect to Pinto Well No. 2
water should stand om its own merits and be justified independently
of the donation.

There are attached two coples of our self-explanatory
letter of June 5 to Mr. Ched F. Calboumn, Vice President of the
Kaiser Steel Corporation, which mentions thet we desire a field
report and recommendations from you on the Compeny's request for
a permit to obtain supplemental water from Pinto Well No. 2 to
augment its water supply as cbtained from Pinto Wells Nos. 1 and 3.

(SGD) JOHN M. DAVIS
Acting Directo
In duplicate M e

Attaciments 2




03-05-1958: memorandum to regional director from chief of lands regarding suggested charge for water of federally owned pinto w
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03-04-1958: letter to chief, water resources section from chief of lands regarding pinto well no. 2

Chief of Lunds March b, 1958

Chie?, W:ter Resources Secblon

Sugpestod Cuarge fur Water of Yederally Owned Piato Well No. 2,
Jushua Tres

Ab ayreed during Lhe cunferemce with Mesers. Merriam, Price,
ad you, after %L: leglonal Direciar's conferemce of last month, I
have developed the following potential eharges for the use of water
fram federally ownsd Well &. 2 o toe Kaiser Steel Curpormtioa:

1. On basis of 10 AP per year for 20 years: $5.70
per AP, ar ).CLl5) per 1,000 seilcas.

Ce 2 bosis of LX0 AP por yoeer for 2 or 3 years:
$2..0 per AP, o 30,0004 par 1,000 gallons,.

The lom Flm ruie hal Lo be devarnined as 3 basis for the
sbort term rete. L obLa raLes nny be dselred for fuether negotistions.

In my om oorendi o Pebruary o to the Reglonal Director, 1
s 2 ¢ aliplo deritation D We. Spaulding's eoperiscos vhich
did wu. prove prastical becease the cost of water frun the MDD AQue-
dact ¢ Al not be usxd a8 b wand, [ mve uwsed the cit, rate =t Twenty-

nine Prioa Por allarustive cagarison. Por his comerisons Mr. Speulding

used . ~.c: of [ opwr foolL Foo U lach pipe in placs, which wes
sdequats “or hias urposod, ut oot Ticiently realistiie for my yur-
vaaes.  Sech pirs coshe fro. & . $0.02 par fuot, POB, end about
douvle these pricss, Zu Llnre, fo feplattment purpossa. He also
garued L ¢ 8t T sscord nand sur ioatallatius et $3,000 to $5,000
enc ., ot Lyson-Jes son quoles CI0 7m units et about $8,050; 1,000 gra
uaits wt 101,800; anl 4,000 qpe wlits at §15,U00, MO8, for replacesent
Jursoses.  3iacc wlser sce s Lo oaavwe approxXimmtely $.,000,000 invested
in mbter s Bt@., I ../ oot oninerel Yo oake the negligidbls od justucnts
for oo, co#%s, bu. [ tave usal | e unit coste for the 5,000 and
41,300 feet of L7 Inel puup Lloes.

Ta TAYLD I I hawe coapuiad the cost of pamping 20,500 AP
of weber Mrun Yeils ., 2 ard 3, rosoectively, in 20 yeers.
Mo Gpoemliding used s sin.le valae Sor al) three wellas, bat 1 em eble
o Jblals o sl by Lhe use of Vell , for vidch Ymieer shomld
pay, basad ua the Tealer specif.c capacily end resulting differeace
in [ang iifts.

For uy analysis 1 have asswed that 1,000 gallons per mimute
cen be arjped safely frai 1o ise. Well 2 or 20 imch Well 3, but that
2 - 1) ioch wvells to the depth of Well 1 would be nseded to obtain




03-04-1958: letter to chief, water resources section from chief of lands regarding pinto well no. 2, page 2
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03-04-1958: letter to chief, water resources section from chief of lands regarding pinto well no. 2, page 3

In your recent discussions with Mr. Ched P. Calhoun of the
Kaiser Bteel Carporation you have dlscussed a 2-year permit with the
udergtanfing that xisar would explore wvellaite posaibilities Just
south of the Monunent boundary, based on Mr. Kankel's statement to
in Jamuary that euch an exploration might be profitabls. We have now
received Mr. Kunkel's memcrandum of Pebruary 1b edvising that he hes
ohecked with MWD concerning & well it drilled in 1932 to a depth of
800 feet in the Wwi WW. Sec. 15, in the epproximate ares we have had
in mind for further exploration. The well was not a success, and he
sugrested that further test wells to depths of 800 to 1000 feet would
cost $20 per foot or fram $16,000 to $U,000. Thare would be cou-
siderable risk in the fwther exploration, but he does not suggest
that one or two additicnal wells at carefully selected sites would
not locate a scarce that would be a suiltable altermstive to Well
No. 2.

In round mmbers, TABLES 11, III and IV indicate that the
Corporstion has, or can iavest sdout §1,000,000 in

which inclwdes the MWD wellsite. It has invested at least §13,000,
net, in Well No. 2 without obtaining the use of water, and for
will nov be expectsd to pay rentel on the §l11

granted. It alsc appears to lnve invested at
probadly closer to $100,000 in an installation to obtain water from
the MHD Agueduct for ¢bout & year, or a year and & half, but probably
sbout 75¢ of that investment could be salvaged by tremsferring the
wwmﬁn.aa.mmuunuanmhm
#sc. 15 ar 16.

]

Prom thesa cbservations it does not seem ocut of line to
to




05-29-1957: memorandum to regional director from chief, water resources section regarding 1957 water resources investigations

Aol > 4 REFLY REFER TO
(Rl Bt . S - !
(B2 UNITED STATES _LSk-L
L2 DEFARTMENT Cr NTERIOR SRV
wh el CE
R B 3
way 29, 1957 A S
Merrrandim
o =gionaL Director, Region Four
Proe - ™ief, Vater Resources Section

Subject: 1957 ater ~osnurces [nvestigationg--Death Valley and Joshus Tree

. In response Lo the teletype ¢ ¢ May 27 froe Mr, Maler, we have
tode, regueste? the re‘ur~ -f *he apparent gurplus of $2,750 which was
allottad to v, We are real ocating funds to Region Three, and poesibly
L~ Praiar me v reduce *heir 1994 nceds, but those reallocations will
sl apor cimanelv crepensate for the $5,000 cut in 1958 funds which
the - use ' mmivte: mag made, ama1 shier may, or ma’ not be restored,

A review € your 19 Y agtimates, and our budget of March 12
will show that the MoKinle: rrol‘ect has your pricrity %o. 6 with total
esti~ates ~f 31L,70C £or the firat six priarities vhile we were only
able tc budret 3,770, While we ma’ be abie to increage your quota of
1958 funds, you should review you- priorities, cost estimates, and the
funds from which they might be prid.

Prom information now at nand it seems to me that your priority
No. 3, Pinto Basin, can be deferred, or reduced in scope if the Kaiser
Steel Corporation nov has two wells on the MUD wellsite (we have referred
the matter of authority for the second well to the Solicitor, but I thimk
1t is valid). I also wonder whether part of pricrities 1 and 2 camnot
be paid fram A-count 347 as negotiati ns to clarify water rights of
the .8, and T rax Company. ! also thine {tem ‘ for general investigation
of water righ* (aisc part -f {ter * 2. ‘Ssemite) can, and perhaps
sho 'd be defe -e3 mtil nhe wlicttor 4’ State Water Rights Eoard
res  ve tneir ! “ferences. | thir« v o “irst of these water right
investigations shou!? be nonfined to the historical use of water in the
ori ‘nal arez .ncluding t°e £l r Af the valley, which was granted
o e Stere,  Tic shoold cevel p o5t tvpes of r~ases fror vhich
fur er prof:‘ed-n-e can he iatermined,

A. van V. Dunr
Crief, Water Resources Sectiom

Copy to: Superintendent, Death Valley
Superintendent, Joshua Tree
Superintendent, Yosemite
Superintendent, Mt. McKinley




11-08-1956: memorandum to regional director from chief, water resources section regarding classification of water sources
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11-08-1956: memorandum to regional director from chief, water resources section regarding classification of water sources, page

Mr. Warver has stated that we are mot to claim that groundwemter
is “tridvatary inm fect” to the Coloradc River if the tributary nature is
still szbject tc preef. Ouwr major comcern seems to de vhether the Gecloglica
Forvey or Califormis and ite political subdivisioms present evidence
»stablisning wribetaries vhich have not beem recognized uwp to this date.
The Palc Verde Irrigatiom District might claim that Chuckwalla Valley ia
tributary to Arreyo 3eco or Lagumma Palo Verde, The Jtate of California
aight alsc claiw the wse of water fram Pintc Basin for the Bagle Mountain
Camp or vii.age of the Kaiser Steel Corparatiom, with a population of
about 600, ss a mmicipal wse trivutery in to
Colorsde River. It is ast clear t¢ me;, either, vhy all wter use in

the

&
:
:

FE

Attachment

Copy to: Regional Directer, Regiom Two
Regional Directer, Regiom Three, v/c attechment
Superintendent, Seuthwvestera Eational Memments, v/c attachment
Superintendent, Joshwme Tree, w/c attachment '
Western Office of Design and Comstruetiom, ﬂ‘ afbachnent




06-30-1955: memorandum to regional director from nps regarding docket no. 1, kaiser corporation's well no. 2

IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES L54-L
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE WPS. REGION FOUR OFRICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. JUL 5 185
June 30, 1955

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Region Four

From: Chief, Water Remources Section ; ;%/7

Subject: Docket No. 1, Kaiser Corporation's Well No. 2, Joshua Tree

With copies of this memorandum, we are distributing skeleton
Docket No. 1, to you, the Superintendent and the Western Office of
Design and Construction. The docket provides Part I for historical
data vhich now contains the letter of April 8 from the Kaiser Steel
Corporation to the Superintendent, and the letter of April 14 from
Attorney Jordan, Part II for the proposed special use permit, and
Part III for possible water right application, permit and license.

I have designated the well as Pinto No. 2 to suggest the
general location. The name can be changed at any time before filing
a water right application if you or Mr. King wish to offer another.

It seems probable that a water right application should
be filed because the Lewis map implies that the source is an under-
ground basin with limits, but final decisiion is reserved until we
cbtain & report on requested study by Mr. Worts of the Geological

Survey.

0 Seatt Bt

A. van V. Dunn

Chief, Water Resources Section
Attachment

Copy to: . Superintendent, Joshwa Tree, with attachment
Western Office of Design and Comstruction, with attachment




04-14-1955: letter to superintendent, jotr from law offices regarding pinto well #2

LAt OFFICES

e e LONERGAN & JORDAN

JOMN K TONERGAN

AN SESFIONS

506 ANGRES " @ 1., N
SAN BERNARDINGO, ( ALIFONNIA
TELERPMONE 217

April 14, 1955

£ .uuel A. Xing, Superintendent gy
J si.a Tree Natiosnal Monument o st ’t
Twen vnine Palms, Covitoruia M‘? I.s/
: ’ 1 *‘”’19
he: Pinto Weli #2
L
Lenr dr. King:
Il fourer, onomy retart toh Son bernardino, that the
ivision of Wwater Resources bulletin is not adesuate to de-
soribe water use at Ragie Mountain wine. Accordingly, 1

1% L8 #

1

TR

shutn £ oema pertinent portion ana sent it to Kenneth

oNe L, roiiser steel's onperintence: v of Raw Materials,
i o anment.

Loencel.se toe photo, and juote or. Powell's reply
) IWS2

"As to tne use of water for lawns, trees, and
snrubs, we are in .ine witn State recommended al-
fowance,

Area to be irrigated at Eagle

Mountain 488,000 s;. ft.
Allowance per day (page 29)
per 100 s:. ft. 18.5 gals.
A lowarce (er cay £a.ions
4830 x 18.5 gais. 86,280 paus.
sallons per day - use permit 84,500 gals.
3,780 gals.

The area per house we will irrigate is less
than 0.05 acres compared to the State allow-
ance of 0.50 acres per house.

* The water for domestic consumption is a different
story. We have asked for 150. gals. per person per
day compared to a State recommended figure of 50 to
55 gals. per person per day. Our estimate of use and
use permit figure is three times that of the recom-
mended figure.: How can these figures be reconciled?

) 1. Eagle Mountain Mine is located in the desert
area where the temperatures are extremely high for
five to six months out of the year. During this pe-




04-14-1955: letter to superintendent, jotr from law offices regarding pinto well #2, page 2

Samuel A. King
Page 2, April 14, 1955

riod of summer, evaporation type desert ccolers op-
erate almost continuously. All houses, dormitories,
dining room, and store are equipped with these
units. We operate at least 160 of these units

w {ich consume:

160 uriits x 4 gals./hr. x 24 nrs. = 15,350
gals./day

15,350 spd. = 7.5 gais./person per day
575

0Ur: a yeariy basis this would average:

KT

7.5 vi.s./.er cerson = 13.8 vais./person/day
2

13,

pecasuse ¢ tne dusty nature of tne working
ane Jiving aresns, toere is an excessive amount of
taundry. Aii the fawliies ana many of tne men 1liv-
ing 4 tne dormitories do their own laundry. An
accurate fisire for this water consumption is not
avii.toi=, but a falr estimate woulu be 10 gals.
per yperson per day.

.. beziuse of the summer heat and year around
~ongitioone mentioned above, water consumption for

spawerin, ana bathing 1s aouble tne average of nor-
mal Livin. Wha*t 215 woula mear in extra water

oot cann.t te estimatea. A wild guess would
e ;erians AU gals. per person per day.

4. Since 1934 1 have been continuously con-
nected with mining operations where water was a
problem. Luring this 20 years of personal experi-
ence with per capita water consumption, 1 have not
nad a camp operation that was not at least double
the States so-called reasonable consumption figure.

Considering the statement in Item 4, plus addi-
tional water used in Items 1, 2, and 3, our water
consumption per capita could be:

Item 1. 13.8 14 gals.
2. 10
-~ 3. 30

4. 50 gals. x B = igg
gals




04-14-1955: letter to superintendent, jotr from law offices regarding pinto well #2, page 3

Samuel A.
Page 3, dpril e, 1085

These figures 11;-%11'7 our request for 150 gals.
per person per day.

This will give you further written verification to
support your recommendation that the permit be for 60 million
gallons average annual use.

Reynolds, rowell and I recal. with great pleasure
our visit to your outstanding headquarters and the interest
and friendship of yourself and your fine assistants.

Yours sincerely
,,,gv-; e Ct P ¢"1/(—--

of LONERGAN @ JORDAN

DWJ : OW
Enc.
cc: K. B, Powell
Superintendent, Raw Materials
Kaiser Steel Corporation
P. 0. Box 217
Fontana, California




00-00-0000: report on irrigation use

WYIRE 8 Drvmon ¢r Wassn am Bronmam %
Pomas Wi aTER
(Registor M, Mo. 3—7- 12585 '
e = b&a’ﬂrn ap Brosmivy fgrswmt. An
P :

sapnally of e proposed
for the

DeCeEary
i o7 g mey

¥

Yo e, mcm»wryﬂtlry.
The smounts covsidessd reasomably necsssary be
Mmthcfolomuw
(a) Irrigaiicn Use. (l)InnutpoﬂhudbeuMnﬂq
of California and else -Mmmewmw-
ditions prevail a duty of ope g
flow to each 80 peves sh
m""-n i PO
ufwa‘ﬁ-"'é / FlLe

(2) The equivalemt of these comtinucus flow allowaneces
for one month moy be diverted in & jeser time at a greater
rafe so long as hieve is no interfarencs with other users, and &
clanse aflowiag such rotstion will be insladad tn & permit isswed
!orlrrgmmﬂﬁtmtyofihmm
is greator than the eeatinucus flow allowanes.

) Demestis Use. Allowanses fer domariic use eve variable, do-
the character of the of uss, method of wne, sharester

gvaiishility of water. mexisur: quantities eongidered

for the respeitive domastic wem are ae follows:

Homny, Resorts, un-hmn-u.uu_

of um




00-00-0000: report on irrigation use, page 2 - waters

Posltry, we . T 026 galions per day per
(¢) Mosk-watering Use. For use for watering commereial live- .

steck, the manimum gquantities consid erdue-rymll“
Range catthe and havesd .o ... ..o ... 15 gallonsper’

 —— a2 ::;:;d
& &Lﬁm_ ot -

688. Limitstion Upon Right Comgummnted. A pu-n-
umﬁ-mnhu—-ﬂblmofm 2 enonm of the
amount or the seagen of diversion stated in the = ylicatiss as St Sind.

Artisle 3 Definition of Uses

681. Domestic Uses. Donestic uses are those common to homes,
resorts, motels, organization cumps. camp grounds, ete, incuding the
imcidental watering of domestic stoek for family sustenance and

E%'Lﬁmumlﬂ% -namental
gardens and truck at any single estal T7se of mﬂ.*
etnsidered a

ground or resort for cooking or sanitary purposcs shall be'
domestic use.

662, Irrigation Use. Irrigation use includes any application of
water to the production of irrigated crops or the maintemames of large
areas of lawns, shrubbery, or gardens.

063. Pqwer Use. Power use includes use for

hydroeleetrie and
hydromechanical power and for air blasts and other mechanical deviess
of like nature.

664. Municipal Use. MMunicipal use includes all those
mon to the municipal water supply of a city, town, or othq m

population group.

68s. Use. lmmg.thelnd-nvln wh-ﬂ- ﬁnnh
in applied to gpmufnrhydl-lfﬂa drilling and on
concentrator tables, but pot in sonneetion with air compregenTs, ato.

688. Industrisl Use. Endustrial wee includes thoss uss
berein the water serves the purposss of commeres, trafle or i

087, l-r.ﬂe-lllu. Recreational use inchallés
uptmwuuufaumﬂm m

whnvqu h&d;a




04-08-1955: letter to jotr from kaiser steel corporation regarding pinto well #2

KAISER STERL CORPORATION

SAISER STEERL

L] L] ] T A » A v .0 [ ] | ]

P.® Box 217 Foentene, Collfernie

T el eph one VAailey r-3311
April 8, 1955

Mr. Samuel A. King
Joshua Tree National Monument
29 Palms, California

Dear Mr. Kings

Following is the information you requested for use in preparing
an application for a "Use Pemmit" for water from Pinto Well #2.

1.

2.

3.

Estimated amount of water to be used per day for
domectic zonsumption: 86,250 gallons.

Precent vopulation of kagle Mountain: 57%.

Water used oer capita: 66,250 = 15¢ zallons.

>

Area of land irrigated for lawns, trees, and shrubss
LBE,000 square fTeet
11.7 acres,

Lstimeted amount of water to be ured re: gy for
irrigation purposes: EL,50C gallons.

Log of Pinto Well #2, together with pumping tests and
water analysis, is attached herewith.

It would be assumed that if the population of Eagle Mountain
increased, the amount of water allowed under the permit could be
increased accordingly.

In maxing application for a water "Use Permit® by Kaiser Steel
Corporation, it would be with the understanding:

{a) The water would be only for domestic consumption
and irrigation of lawns, trees, and shrubs.

(b) Water would be made available at the well site
in an epproved comcrete basin for wild 1ife.




04-08-1955: letter to jotr from kaiser steel corporation regarding pinto well #2, page 2

2--Mr. Samuel A. King, April 8, 1955 %

(c) Ares of land covered in the "lze Fermél® weulc nerve
a9 right of way for a pipe lins and teo
oemnsct Pinto Well #2 to our existing )’ A
and pumping system.

Should you desire any further informstion I will be mere tham glad
to secure it for you.

I am very hopeful that the National Park Servioce will pess
favorably upon our final applicatiom and waht to thaak you Lfor your help
and generous consideration in this matter.

Very truly yours,
KAISER STEEL CORPOBATION

e Y

K. B. Powell
Superintendent
Rew Materials

KBP:mac

ce: J. G. Hansen
George B. McMeans
R. G. Heers
C. M. Heath
D. W. Jordan

Encl.




12-16-1954: report of analysis: water - pinto well #2

REPORT OF ANALYSIS

Water -- Pinto Wall #2

Sampled by Kaiser Steel Corporation

Date Sampled _ 12-16-5l
Date Beceived 12-16-5l

Descriptian 003 H003 T.Alk C1

$ Hours 8 81 89 98
12 Heurs 8 77 85 96
16 Hours 8 96 0L 115
18 Hours 8 77 85 97

Samples taken at hourly intervals

Fontana, Califomia

pH
8.00
8.26
7.96
8.12

197
19¢
2l

199

Fe

o2

510,
20
20
20

20

S0
2l
239
292
2L5

Mg
1.64
.66
.76
.66

as noted during 18 hour pumping test.

‘Ca
16
o
17
N

T.80l
827
589
707

571

S.S0l

219

Non CO
Hardne

0
0
0
0




12-16-1954: log of pinto well #2

LOG OF PINTO WELL #2

From surface to 18'y boulders and sand.
" 18" ® Sh'. sand and gravel.
. sht = 100°', cﬂ‘lﬂﬂh.
" lm' L] 1”'
" 130' = 150', m clay.
" 150 = 185', samd and gravel (water at 1‘8').
" 185' » 340', sand with streaks of clay.
" 340! * 480!, decamposed granite,
L]

L8or = 575', sandy, gravely clay with hard ribs of granite.

Total depth of well 575°'.

Total amount of casing 532' of 16" stove pipe.

53! of 1L" liner in bottam, the 14" limer lapping into the 16 10,
Top of perforations 250!,

Bottom of perforations 520',

Perforated 8 holes to the round 1' apart.

Standing water level from surface 150°'.

Drilled by
Freelove Drilling Compeny
Phoenix, Arizona
far
Kaiser Steel Corporatiom
Fontana, Califomia

Time: November 1 to
December 2’ m




12-04-1954: pinto well #2 pumping test

PINTO WELL #2 PUMPING TEST

Draw Static Pump

Time G.PM., Ievel Down Level R.P.M..

Remarks
on Well Condition

Surged well
Surged well
Surged well
Surged well

START 12-b=54 1850 500 160 10 150 1000
1950 625 16, 1 " 175

2050 625 164 1 " 1175

2150 625 16, I " 175

2715 87 170 20 " 1300

2250 870 170 20 " 1300

2300 870 170 20 " 1300

2350 870 170 20 " 1300

24425 1120 176 26 " 1550

12-5-51 2450 1120 176 26 " 1550
. 2475 940 ‘in Fal " 1400
0150 1075 17k 2l " 1500

0250 1075 17k 2l " 1500

0350 1075 174 2l " 1500

0L450 1075 17k 2l . 1500

0550 1075 17h 2l * 1500

0650 1075 17k 2k . 1500

1075 17 2 " 1500

0850 1075 17k 2l " 1500

0950 U35 182 32 . 1750

1050 1480 183 33 . 1800

1150 1480 183 33 = 1800

1250 1480 183 33 2 1800

130 1480 183 33 ® 1800

Finighed test

Water very muddy
L] L] L

Water slightly clearing
Water clearing
Water very muddy
Water slightly clearing
Water very muddy
Water clearing
Water clearing
Water muddy

Water muddy

Water clearing
Water clearing
Water clearing
Water almost clear
Water clear

Water clear

Water clear

Water clear

Water cleser

Water clsar

Water aclsar

Water clear

Hater clear

Btanding water level below surface of ground lg'

Yield of well (G.P.M. per foot of drewdewn)

Average mmount of water in G.P.X. pumped 833
fotal amount pumped im 18 hours - galiems 899,6l8
Total smount pumped in acre feet k.6
Tost pusp set at : b
' Type_of Equipment

Bale of pump A. O. Smith (Smithway)
y bowls

.

Maps and Miscellaneous Information




04-09-1957: map and diagram of pinto basin
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00-00-1941: topographic map of joshua tree national monument
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