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IXTRCDUCTION

Oysterbed Isl 1 iy - smyil islzne conasisting of
something .ver « hualred acres lying In the uorth chennel
of the Ieveunah Hiver just north of Cockepur lslsnde It is
mede lane cvilt up cround an old oyster reef ond consists

prineip:lly of sheil, snd -ome clsy bound btogether witn s-nd

e,

wWhileh has bsen deposited during pust years by dredges in the
river,

~t one time the Isvipneh Jverantine strtion was
loezted on Oysterbed Tel nd, IZlach dulldin:- w-g cet on piling
and the smployees were liter:zlly sble to fish from their
Tront powveh. Ioter it woe woved to Cockspur Islsond, In the
mesn time more neteriesl wes edded to the islend and a system
of mud-flats built ups. The map on psge 14 ghows the outline
of the islsnd ag surveyed in 1930, Since then msterial has
been sddede=particulzarly on ths south side a liitle =28t of
north of Quarentine and sast of the »ld lieht. This is ruled
in the map in red.

There has besn eonsiderable dissgresment as to

whether the Islend is in Ceorgin or South Carolins. Aceord-

ing to ths U.8. Bngineers the Island is in Georglz snd 1%
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will Ye occnsidered thus in this report,

Pormerly separate, Oysterbed Islernd wes eonnected
about 1951 to Jones Ialand, SeCe by a hydre,lie fill, During
tha first few years this £111 was eawmenly vsed by the nesting
birds but sinee then hes grown up with vegetsticn., This
111 furnished & hichway for the migration of certain m imals
te the islends This will be discussed latar,

The research uron which this report is buszed wes
sarried on from June 5, 1937 until the firast part of Serte
amber of ths seme year, The writer lived upon the neerby
Cockepur Island during this psriod =nd frequent trips mcross
the river to Oystarbad were tcoken,

The writer is endebted to hoth ¥r. Iven R, Tomkins
and ¥r, Gilbert R, Regsipgnol for helr given in repsring
thia report. Mr, ®omkins not only turned over te fthe writer
his published papers but slso gny notes thet were nssded,.
¥r, Hoseignol turned over to ithe writer the catakde of his

aextensive egs eollection,
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Zastern Willet--This species is a common summer

resident on Oysterbed Island. No nest were observed on
Oysterbed by the writer this season but the Sppendix gives
date concerning several nests in the Rossignol colleetion.
This vociferous bird requires a grasay nesting site
the like of which is eveilable on & lerge part of Oysterbed
Islend. A few lines coneerning thies species might be quoted
fram e lettsr from Ivem R, Tomkins., These lines apply to
Oyeterbed 28 well as the other islands of the mouth of ¢he

Savanngh River.

®"The Willet is spresding enommously, and where in
1924 I knew of three or four pairs now there are hundreds
literslly. Omne picture teken Sunday last over a msrsh where
the young must have been concesled, included 26 bdirds on a
4" x 5" film (in flight."

The Willets seem to disappear campletely during
July and fugust then in early September they are replaced
by the paler Western Willets. The Eastern Willet returns

in March end immediately nests.

Gullebilled Tern=--One record of its mreeding om

Oysterbed Islend exists; a set of egzs was collscted there
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by Gilbert R. Rossignol on May 23, 1926, the number of eggs
being two, This species i3 rare and erratic; birds mey be

seen at intervels in the mouth of the river through the summer,
The reeord mentioned above was published in the Auk, the official

organ of the Americen Ornithologists' Union.l

Lesst Tern--Breeds regulerly on Oysterbed Islemd,
Nests have been observed there slmost yeerly since 1922 by
Gilbert R, Rossignol and at least twelve humdrad nests ex-
isted on the islend this season.

Studies of the Lesst Tern eolonies wers carried
on from June 9, 1937 through t-e month of July into the
month of August when practically sll of the young were om
the winge The colonies were two in number. The largest
group was situated eround and east of the old light om
sandy nom-vegetated lend which had been deposited by the
U.Se Dredge "Becon" in the spring months of 1937,

This colony eomsisted roughly of four ereaes of

about & half en acre each separated by small gullies,

Bstimation wes made by welking & line through the four

L. Erichson, Walter J. 1926, Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon
nilodica), breeding on the Goast of Georgia, The Auk,

Vol, 43, October, 1926, pp. 533=34,




seotions, camting nests in = path about rifteen to twen ty

feet wide. In this mammer 313 nests were counted and it was
estimated that ebout a third of the totsl was touched, nu;
disregarding ol& nests; an estimate of 939 nests was reasched.
The above counts were made on June 9, 1937, About one in
twelve of these nests contained three eggs or young and about
one in twelve ome egg or young. The rest had two eggs or

two nestlings. Alémg the periphery of the colony small numbers
of nests of Wilson's Plover were found. About a quarter

of the above nests contained young on June 9th,

In eddition to the sbove a pile of 332 Least Tern
egzs, evidently gathered together by vandals, was found in
one section of the colony. These eggs were well ineubated
and were not rotten, In view of the recency of the gathering
of the eggs, 166 nests might be added to the above sstimate
of 939 giving e totel of 1105 nests.

On June 14, 1937 young were hatehing rapidly in

this large colony and on Jume 22, 1937 a hundred birds sbout

two-thirds grown were banded. On June 24th about one inm five
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birds of this age examined earried bends, indicating t$hat
ebout 500 birds between one-half grown and om the wing
were existent in the middle, most thiekly populated seetion
of the colony. This serves ss a verification of the above
estimates. The west section of the colony ir which the
pille of eggs was found eontained eggs several weeks after
most of the birds in the other sections had hatched.

On July 5th large numbers of the Terns on the
wing and much fewer eggs were noted. On July 7th even
fewer egge were Lo be seen,

The second and smaller colony was located on the

wost edge of the Blaeck Skimmer eolony on the east end of

Oysterbed Island, and on June 1llth at least forty nests
were noted, By June 17¢h the number hsd inereased to
sbout a hundred nests snd on July 7th there were sbout =
hundred end fifty nests, mostly with eggs. It is thought
thet these birds were those thal failed to succeed in a
Tirst nesting attempt elsewhere.

This little bird was, like the kgrets, on the

point of extinetion during the period in whieh the

millinery trade was so destructive to birdelife. Formerdy
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it was truly a rare sight to see these birds in Ceorgia
waters. Now they have come back so thoroughly that im
addition to the 1250 or more pairs on Oysterbed Island
there are at least 500 pairs on Long Islend and other
suall colonies ever closer to Savannah., On page 12A

is a photograph of a typtesl nest of the lLeast Tern eon-

taining two eggs. On psge 12B is a photograph of a nest
containing one egs and one young lLesst Tern. On page

12C is & photogreph of a young Least Terne

Map on pege 18D shows the loeation of the 1937
Least Tern eolonies shaded in red. The aprroximate
location of the 1936 ceolony is shaded in green. lovement
of the nesting area is frequently made necessary by the
enercaching vegetation. DIredging operations slone have
been responsible for preserving eleared areas for such
a large number of birds. This subject will be eonsidered
more completely in the section of this report on recommend-
ations wse well es in conneotion with the section on the
Black Skimmer.

It might be well to include here a stetement as
to the food habits of this bird. They sare, quoting from

Howoll} as follows:

1, Howell, A.He 1932, Florida Bird lLife. Coward-leCann
Ine., New York,




Photograph of a Typical Least Tern nest
{From #isgative IT.J.20 of Fort Pulaski
photogreph file)




ege and ome
of

Nest of Least Tern with one
young (from negative II.J.23

Pulaski photograph file)




Young Least Tern (from negative
I1.7.15 of Fort Fulaski photo-
greph file)
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"Foodew=Sixty=eight stamrchs of the Teast Tern
were examined in the Biological Survey, all of which eon=
teined fish remaids, though few of the species eould be
identified. No food fishes were recognized, but the follow=-
ing nonedible cmes were identified: 3 killifiehes, 21
sllvery enchovies, 5 silversides, 7 menheadsn, and 3 puray
minnows. In addition, there were found fragments of at
least 56 other fishes, 2 shrimps, £ marine worms, snd a&
few ants,"

The Least Tern is not known to winter in this

section snd probebly leaves sometime in September,

Royel Terne~There is but one nssting record
for this large tern on Oysterbed Island, On June 17,
1933 & single egg of this species was eollected on Oystere
bed by Mr. Gilbert R. Rossignol. Tae single egy was fresh
at the time. Lerge coloniez ¢f this species srist in
South Cerolina end with the proper protection and the
providing of sultable nesting territory the species might

someday move in in numbers,

Bleex Skimmnere-The Blaek Skimmer has nested on

Oysterbed Island regularly for at least the past fifteem

years, Selentifie information on the Oysterbed Islemd
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Sximmer colony dates back to Jume 18, 1922 when Gilbert
R. Rossignol eollected abou’; thirty-five sets of oge 8,
The numbers breeding on the island vary with the comdition
of the nesting area, This season (1937) there were adout
500 pairs nesting on the island,

This season's colony was studied fram about
June 9th until the end of sugust, 1337. It is situated
on t-e extreme eastern end of Oysterbed Island at the
point wiere the north Jebty meets tae island, The ares
dovered by the nests is between s half en acre and an
sore, It is well above the high %ide level the maximum
elevation veing about fifteen feet above low tide level,
It is loecated on material deposgited during the spring of
1937 by the Usle Dredge "3acon". This meterial consisted
principally of sand with some shell in places. The nesting
Skimners seemed to prefer the loosely compacted sand to the
more unyielding mixture of sand, shell, snd ¢lay.

An estimate of the number of birds nesting in
this eolony made when ezs laying seemed at its hoight was

about 500 nests. This number is considerably larger then
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the aumber waich nested in $wo zreas on tie island the
year before.

On June 9, 1937 the first visit to the colony
was made., There were a gccd many nests with from one to
three ezgs and bhetween a hslf dozen and a dozen full sets
of four egzs., XMost of the nests, however, were enpty.

On June 10th more full sets were to be found and ons set
was found conteining eight eggs. It was estimated that a
thousend birds were im the vieinity om this trip,

June 17th two nests with five eggs were noted,
Full sets of four were common and two sets were found
with eleven and ten eggs respectively. One of these was
probably the scme nest that contained eight ezgs on June
10th., These undoubtedly both represent cases of several
birds laying in one nest. Single eggs were to be found
comuénly on the open ground between nests. These might
sither have been agrs pushad from the nest or eggs lsid
tafore the famile had completed her nest. On the same
day e set of four eggs that included one exiremely =mmall

runt egg was found, This runt egz is now in the colleetiom

of Gilbert R. Rossignol. On collection the runt agg was
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found to be addled, Other runts dut none ss euall az this were
seen,

On June 24th more full sets were noted but mo young
birds were found, The colorny was then about at its peek,
The birds hed radiated out from the area where the first
nests were locatsd in &ll directions. This extension was
from loose, soft sand toward owmupaet shell snd ssnd, In
places the Skim-er colony now touched and even overlapped
the Le=st Tern colony. 'Me nests with eleven and ten
esgs now contained just eight and seven., XNear one of the
abnormal cests laid a cracked egze The writer has no
spaculation o oifer fer this exceph that it wight have

~

Crow predaticn.

:

been due e Fisl

oy

On June 27th the first young were nolted; = nest
was found eontaining two egge =and two young. A rhotograph
on pege 16A shows two of these birds seeking shede im the
shadows of the feet of one of the party. 'This behavior
was noted frequently later. Ar albino set of egss was
found and photographeé as shown on page 16B. Tho ex-
tension of the colony was again noticed and it had ale-

tinetly overlapped the Least Tern eolony.




fwo young Blaek Skimmers getting out of sun
in shadow around feet (negetive II.J.4 of
Fort Pulaski photograph file)

16a




Albino set of Blaek Skimmer eggs {from
negative II.J,65 of Fort Puleski photo-
graph file)

168
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On July S5th many nests contained young, scme
rather large in size., Few nests uere.round in which ell
ezgs had hatched; about & third ecmtained both young and
eggss 1Ike odor of fish wes to be noted distinetly and
fish remains (regurgitated sezles) were tc be found
throughout the nesting srea. On July 7th almost half of
the nests contained young.

On about the first of August the colony was
vigited and meny birds (young) were found to ve on the
winge There were still numbers of eggs =znd the colony
bad eontinued& the above mentioned radi&tion o au extreme
degree. Nests were to be found in the driftwood lined
border of the colomy. The ssction of the colony conteining
eggs now was more or less in the form of o cirele
surrounding the area were the earlier nests were found,

Cn August 13th the colony wes agein vigited end the
sxtension had stretched out along the samnd heaps

aicng the north: jetty snd elose to a hundred nests were
found on a large heap fully two hundred kards {rom the
original colony. ¥Nore birds were on the wingjlerge hirds,

almost ready to fly, seurried everywheme when one walked
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through the colony,

The map on page 188 shows the location of the
1937 Skimmer colony shaded in med, In zrean is the 1938
colony (one section) which was located & little norshwesk
of the 1937 colony. Fram Ivan R. Tankins it was leerned
thal the 1936 eolony was extramely erowded end comtained
fewer birds owing to the limited ares. Om page 18B is
& pioture of the limited 1936 arem taken Jume 10, 1938
by Relston B, Lattimore., On page 18C is a habitat picttire
of this ysar's colony,

From these pictures snd the =hove paragrsph it
may be seen that it was very fortunate that the Dredze
"Baeon” dsposited the materiel it did during the winter
of 1936=-7 and the eprigs of 193%. 4 letter from Ivan R.
Taakins to the writer during the summer praeceding the
dredging operations mizht be quoted:

"The ssnd ridges, that were so clear five or more
Years ago, have 80 much grass now that the Skimmers nest
almost at the water's edge, snd the first northeast wind
eleans tnem oubts On cne sand bar roughly oval 40' x 30°,

I sounted 70 nests with eggs, and punctured eggs (prodbably
due to yressure of nesting territory) were =l! about,"

If the above mentioned dredging haé not been done
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Nesting eres of Skimmers in 1936
(from negative I1.J.8 of Fort Pulaski
photograph file)




Nesting site of 1937 Skimmer colony
(from negative II.J.54 of Fort Pulaski

photograph filse)
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Cysterdod Islznd would probhbly have beon slmost devoid of
bYracding Skimers this year. The vegetation grows quickly
2nd the Skimmers, bessuse « their long wings end peculiar
f£light, require absoiutely clsar arsss for zesting territory.
Zack of dredging pushes them to the water's edze; reduces the
number of nesting birds; increases mortality; =d exposes

them to exiremss of weathar,

Any study of & nasting colony should inelude a
seetion on mortality and predation., Four agcs is the
narmel Skimmer set as cunpared to two for the I.gast Tern.
The observetions of the writer bear‘out the supposition
indicated above--that greater mortelity would be found in
the Skimmer eolony. Dsad nestlings were o be found
everywhere in the Skimuer colony, even in the nests along
with live nestlings. Aprevently the parent Skimmers were
either unawere of the death of their of fspringe or cessed
to recognize them ss birds at their death. Ho definite
cauee could be atbtributed to the deeth of these birds, dut

hest exposure, stervation, and general lack Of care probably

caused nost of them.




ildled sggs were found often laying between neate,

and punetred eggs (perhaps the work of Fiah Crows) were
commonly {ownd, Contrary to tho onservaiions of Tomkinsl,
Plsh Crows sra $¢ bs found in Tioeks even through the month
of June around the Skimmer coloay. sbout the midile of
June at least tairty of these birds were seen over tie
solony on cme oceasion; bowever, no actual predation was
observed, although, as stated before, punctured eges were
all around. Scakes, especielly the Oray Chicken Smake

(Coluber obsoletus guadrivittatus), prodably ere enemies

of the Skimmers. In the case of the lesst Tern one
sneke was found & few yesrs Beck with over twonty egaa
in its slimentary treat.

During the course of this study only one dead
Sikimmer was found, snd the eause of its death could not
be ascertained. ipparently few natural snemies of the
adult Skimmer exist with the exception of man.

Rain 3cualls are sup?ossd‘to causs considerable

demage by washing egzs to low placas and burying them im

l. Tomkina, Ivan R, 1933, iays of the Black Skimmer,
#ilson Bulletin, Vole XLV, Dacember, 1933, p. i47.




az,

s:n@s This year, perhaps owing Yo tas good situation of the
eolony, 1itsle dzmage was done by rain although during the
month of June there were ab lesst tarse stormzs in whieh the
precipitation was measured in inches.

In regard o the nu:ber of young of the :2nsom
rasching the Llying stege, some counta made by ITan R.
Tomk inet wmight be gquoted:

"During late Sevtembar, dbefore thare was any
great liklihood of migrants frum othar breeding grounds,
and after all the young were awing, I eounted the young
and 014 in several flocks that were resting ou the sende
bars snd found 166 young to 588 adults, or -=m increase
of 23,68 per cent, This mosns of course only that this
was & probeble percentege of increease on the dreeding
birds up to the end of the sergon, in what scemed to me &
normel yesr (1932)., The yearly inerease, or rather
replacement, would he sffmeted by the mortality of youmg
end of adul$s during the resi of the year, =nd by the
preportion of none=bresders that thsn were absent from
the flocks., Posgsibly these last mey be found t0 be birds
too immziure for nesting in the first or second sumer,

e conmon thing with the laxrger gulls. 3But thet is not
rroven, =mnd mey be one of the things that handine nay
yet ascist in ascertaining,”
On mage 214 is a picture of a typical neast of
the Black Skiwmuer. It contains four egys cuaracteristically

mavkeds C(n page 21B is a picture of s 2sst coantsining e

young Skirrmer and three onses., The large size indicotes

l. Ibid., Dpe 153,




Typlicel Black Skimmer mest (fram negative
1747488 of Fart Puleski photozraph file)




Fest of Bleeck Skimmer with young end eggs
(from negative II.J.64 of Fort Pulaski
photograph file)
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the shuffling of Joung ITom nest ¢ nsst that Las been
doseribed by othor writers. o page 234 is a pieture
of & nest witi three wvell gromn young, «xd on page

o3 18 a pleture o 2 young Skimrer eluost large en:ugh

I)
n

%0 flys. Iwo 110 pictures of the 3luck Skimwer ere
shown on pages 22C smd 22D,

Fow criginal eontrivutions ecncerning tae Labits
of the Black Siinm er can be made by the writer. Birds
were often cbserved ekimming dut wers never definitely
seen $0 aateh a fish nor wers they seen fishing in the
manner described by rrthurk, On July 15%h one Skimmer
Tel slong tho ghore of Ooekepur Islend dnurins e tranty-
five mile grle. He waus sxpert st followinz the undue-
lations of tho rough water and conly withdrew his lower
mandible when a wave actuelly broke, The skimminz was
done =t alaosty sny sngle with the vind,

At the beginnirg of the storm on July 15th
Skivmers were noticed cireling over the nesting area
for seversl minutes. Later they apvarently settled

over their eggs.

le Arthur, Stemley €, 1921, The fesding hubits cf the
4
Bleok Skimmer., Ank, Vol. 38, pn. 567=574.




Young Black Skimmers in nest (from negative
I1.J7.48 of Fort Pulaski photogreph file)




Young Blaek gkimmer (from nezative II,7,95
of Fort Puleski photograrh file)




Flying Black Skimmers (from negative II.J.55
of Fort Pulaski photograph file)




Flying Blaekx Skimmer (from negative I1,7.98
of Fort Pulaski photogreph file)




On pege 25 A is a photogreph of a Black Skimmer
skimming,

The notes of the Skimmers resembled » to the writer,
those of a Fish Crow with s pulmonary disorder. They were
to be heard constontly st right vhen they are supposed to
feed. On the evening of July 19th between eleven snd one

o'eloek several of the birde were observed feeding in the

moonlight, On the afterncon of July 19t;1 a bird was obe

sorved flying over Savannah Beach toward Oyesterbad Island

with a fish in its bill. The distsnce fram Oysterbed was

approximately thres miles eir line.

The Skimmers brood their eggze in the day time
as the sun is so hot that the eggs would be cooked in
a short time if left uncovered. Temperature of the send
in the middle of the day must run tremendously high.

The Black skimmer winters often near the mouth
of the Sevennah River. Its presence seeme to be dependant
upon the food supply. A large flock ig @ften to ve found

on the shoals south of Savennah Deach.l

The food habits as ziven by Howell? are as follows:

l. Tomking, Iven R, 1932, The Black Skimmer a permanent
resident in Oecrgia. Auk, Volo 49, Jem., 1952, P. 85,
2. Gp. Git., Pe 2"50




Black Skimmer skimming (from negative II1,J.96
of Fort Pulaski photograph file)




"Food,-=Skimmers apparently feed wholly on fishe
Cf 4. stomachs examined in the Biologieal Survey, 30 were
aempty, in the others were found killifishes and dlenniepee
neivher of them edible species.®

Rasgtern Mourning Dove--This species is often to
be found on Oysterbed Island. One nest was noted there by
Gilbert R, Rossignol on June 3, 1928, It cmtained two

e8zzs snd was situsted on the ground. This species is
probably a regular nester on Cysterbed Islaid, this sssump-
tion being based on its regular oscurrsizs there during
the nesting sessom. If the above is true then the habit
of nesting on the ground is probably nommel there forx

there are no trees.

Florida Nighthawk-=The Florida Highthawk or
"hat" as it is locally known is snother regular nesting
bird of Oysterbed Island, Although birds were flushed
on slmost every trip during June, 1937, no nests were
foundl, but during the past fifteen seasons Gilbert R,
Rossignol has colleeted four sets on (yaterbed. These

rests are inecluded in the Appendix in the list of esgs

@ollected by Mr, Rossigmol on Oysterbed Islend,
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MIGRATCRY 1D WINTZR BIRDS

Since this study was made during the nesting
seagon little or no deta were gathered on the migratory
species of birde., Fortunately, Mr., Iven R. Tomkine msde
available to the writ;r meny of his data gathered during

the pest fifteen years.

Oysterbed Island is a happy island. It has
abundent mud flats and sandbmrs, it is located in the
mouth of a great river that may serve as s migration
hQighwey, wnd it is exposed to the open sea. On it meny

remerkable observations have been made. 2% least eight
firat records for the state of Georgia have heen secured
there on its hundred or soacras ty Iven R. Tomkins.

They ere as follows:

Golden Plover (Pluvielis d, dominica) April 4, 19511

Buropesn Cormorent (Phelaerceorax ¢, earbo) on the
north jetty October 19, 19307

Glaueous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) February 28, 19519

1, Tomkins, ¥van R. 1931, Additional Species for the Georgia
ligt. Auk' VYol. 4‘3, July, 3 s FDe 435=8,
2. ins, Ivan R, 1931, Further Notes from the Savamnah

River kutrange, Auk, Vol. 48, April, 1931, p. 279,
S¢ Tamkins, Ivam R. 1931, Additional Species fop the Georgia

ligt, Auk, Vol. 48, July, 1931, ppe 435-6,
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Lepland Longspur (Celcarius 1. lapponicus) Vsreh 24, 10351

Sagtern Spow Bunting (Pleetrophensx n., nivalis) December
24, 19082

Blue Goose (Chen casrulsscens) November 9, 1929 a sight
record; Tomking took one further inlend five vears later®

Southern Sharpetailed Sparrow {/mmospize ceudacuta divarna?)4

Wayne's Yarsh TremS
Lend birde, with the exeeption of those elready
menticned ars practieslly absent from Oysterbed Islend, This
of cource may be attriduted to thte leck of rrtorescent plants,
The lergest group of birds using the islend ie
the shorébird femily, Following is = summery of the shore-

birds of Cysterbed Island almost direetly quoted from TowkinsS,

American Cystercsteher (Haematopus p. palliatas)'.--
Fermenent resident, breedinsz incressingly. Flocks of 65 seen
in winger,

Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus).--7 regular fall

l, Tomkins, Ivem R, 1935, The Lapland Longspur, & South Carolina
specimen and a Georgia sight reeord. Auk, Vol. 52, July,
1985, pe 315.

2, Tomkine, Iven R, 1933, In Eastern Snow Bunting from Georgie.
fuk, Vol. 50, April, 1933, p. 227.

3. Tomkins, Iven R. 1930, Some records from the Savanneh River
Entrance 4 1929. Auk, Vol, 47, October, 1930, p. 577.

4, Tomkins, Iven K, 1936, Southern Sharp-tailed Sparrow - in
Georgie =nd South Cerolina. Auk, Vol. 53, July, 1936, pe 3356,

5. Tomkins, Ivem R. 1938, 4 Georgia Specimen of ‘fayne's Marsh
¥rem. Auk, Vol, 53, July 1936, ppe. 239=40,

8., Tomkins, Iven R, 1936. in Fleven=Year list of the Shore Birds
of the Savannah River Entrance, The Oriole, Vol, 1, Dec.,

1936, ppe 32«4, .
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end spring visitor, wihtering in small numbers regularly,.

Departs in April. srrives in August.

Semipslmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmetus).--

Permenent resident, Does not breed. Most sbundent in
epring in fall,

Wilson's Plover (Pagolla we wilsonia)e==Sumer

resident. Breeding increasingly, renge spreading some-
what inlend., KEarliest record Mereh Srd, commen by Msreh

20th. leaves in .ugust end Septomber,

Killdeer (Oxyechus v. vociferus).--Common winter

resident, ocecasional in swmer. Favors freshwater marshes

end fieldse.

Aperican Golden Flover (Pluvialis d. dominice)e==

wo specimens (April 4, 1931; Mareh 16, 1935), are the

only records,

Black-bellied Plover (3quatarocle squatarola)ee=

Permenent resident, non-breeding., Largest numbers seenm ia

September and May,

Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres morinellia)e=-

Permenent resident, non-breeding.




“ilson's Snipe (Garella delizaba)e=-A very zbundsnt

winter visitor, arriving in nuabers in October, and remaining
cccasionally until mid-May,

Long=billed Curlew (Numenius a, anericanus)e==A

few records in June, Cetober and November. Iione certainly

ssen wince 1931,

Hudsonian Curlew (Phaeopus hudsonicus)e=w

Occasionally seen throughout the year. Fairly common in
spring end fall.

Spotted Sandpirer (lotitis mnacularis)e=~Spring

and swmer visitor, more common in fresh waters Spring
nigration in AprileMey, returns in July=Septenber,

Eastern #illet (Catoptrophorus s. semipalmatus)ee-

Arrives in mid-March, breeds with increasing frequency and
ie extending remge inland, Departs socn efter the young are
gble ¢o fly in July to lats .ngust. Ko eertzin winter
records.

destern ¥illet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus

inornatus)e=-éinters regularly in sm2ll numbers shout salte

water rivers =nd beaches.
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Greater Yellowlegs (Totanus nelanokeucus ) ,==i
M
few present in sumner, sbundent other sesscns,

Lesser Yellowlegs (Totanus flavipes).=~Common in

spring end fell, occasponelly winters, a few seen in SUMMOr.

Anerican Enot (Cslidrie canutue Tuftus } o ==Common

in spring migration, April last thrcugh June, less common in
rall (Oetober),

Least Sandpiper (Pisobia minutilla)e==Permanent

rssident, commonest in spring (2pril-¥ay ) and in fall { August~
Getober), Does not bdreed,

Red~backed Sandpiper (Pelidna alpina sakhalina )ee=e

Coamon fall and spring nigrant, winters in smaller numbers,

Lestern Dowitcher (Limmodromus g, griseus)=-

fbundent in spring (8prileJune) amnd in fsll {(Tuly-september).
A Tew remain in winter and SUTINere

Long-billed Uowiteher (Limmodramus g. scolopeceus)e=-—

Three specimens, November 30, 1929; ¥erch 16, 1936; April 14,

1935, FProbably this subspecies is mueh more comzon than supposed
but field identifiestion is cifficult,

Semipalmeted Sendpiper (Ereunetes pueillug, )=-

Frobably resident all year, difficult to distinguish from the
next species. Abundant in spring and fall, some through the

summer, snd& ocecasional specimen at least in winter,
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Weatern Sandpiper (freunetes maurii),=-Abundant

from Ssptember through May, perhaps at other seasons also,

Marbled Codwit (Limosa fedoa).=-Uncommon fall

snd winter resident., From /ugust 28, 1931 until Febumry

20, 1932, I saw over the ssme nrea from one to six birds
on thirty-one different deys,

Senderling (Orocethia alba),=-in sbundent

vernanent resident, non-breeding.

Avocet (Recurvirostra smericene),=-Threo specimens

and seven other sight records from October 4, 1928, through

Degembar 24, 1931, in one area, Kever seen elsewhers.

Aecidentaleld

It 1z understocd that the above statements
regarding the shorebirds ap.ly to the whole region around
the mouth of the Sevannsh River, but all of the species
listed sbove do ceecur on Oysterbed Island and a large part
of the above data is directly refersble to the Island., The
only reagon for not including the whole list in quotation

marks is that occasiunally an extre word or two wes added.

lo Tomkins, Iven R, 1929, The rvoest in Georgia. The Auk,

Vol. 46, July, 1929, p. 583,
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ADDITION!IL F.UNA
Mammal s

Forminformetion on the mamuals of Oysterbed
Island the writer is elso indebtad to Ivan &, Tomkings,

Following is Mr, Tomkins'list of mammals with his and
the writers comuents, The nomenclature is aceording te

North ‘merican Recent Mammels by Millesl,

Harsh Rabbit (3ylvilacus palustris).--This epecies

1s well covered in"he lorsh Rabbit” by Tomkins®, T
1s cormon on Cysterbed and hos been sinee the hydrsulie
Till conmeeting it with Jones Islend, 2,C. was pumped up,

Raccoon (Frocyon lotor subs,),=-Common since

Gysterbed Islsnd hes been connected with Jones Isl snd,
Unknown before,

Vink (Mustel- vison lutensis),=-Common since

Orsterbed I[slend Hes been conneetad with Jones Islaznd.
Cecagional befors,

Roof Rat (Raitus rettus slexandrinug)eee

permanent repident et leoust since 1923, rather lsss 4in

le Niller, North /merican Recent lLiuanalse UeS. fetional
Museum Bulletin #128,

2, Tomkins, Iven R, 1935, The Marsh Rebbit: 4n Ineamplete
Life History, Jour, of Mammelogy, Vol, 165 fug., 1%.
PP. 201-5,




numbers of late years, The Black Ret (R, r. r.) hus not
Yot vedn found there.

House Rat (Rattus morvegicus).~-A n occasional

specimen seem om Oysterbed Islond,

House Mouse (Mus musculus musgulus),--/ resident

on the small dumes. Of fourteen epecimens trapred by Tomkins
in 1930-31, eight had 2 small white spot on the head, Dr,
Franecis Harpor has found both of his suprogad subspaecies
among specimens teken on Oysterded,

Rice Rat {Oryzomys palustris pelugirig).--Tracks

seen, probably more comuon them supposad.
Cotton Rat (Sigmodon),e-Has not yet been found
on Oysterbed Islznd, Is plentiful on Cocksmue:Tsland.

Pigmy Spermm Whale (Kogia breviceps).-~First

State record for Georpia from Long Islend £113.1
Porpoise (spe ?)e=-% specimen washed =shore

in 1934 and one in 1936,

l. Tomgine, Iven Re 1934, Jour, Mam, Vol, 165, No. 3,

fugust, 1934, pp. 250=51,




Reptiles

This group 1s not very well rapraesented on
Uysterbed Island, Only one sneke is Xuown and it is the

Gray Chicken Snake (Coluber obsoletus quadrivittatus),

This species is very destructive to bird eggs as waa
mentioned befors.

The only other two reptiles known from the

Island are the Lozgerhead Purtle (Thalassochelys earetta

ceretta) which occasionslly erawls up eand leys egss
on the beach snd the Diemond-baeked Terrapin (Malaeco-

elemyys palustris) which regulerly comes ashore in small

numbers to lay. In addition to the above, Alligators
&re occasionally seen close by in the river, but proper

habitet for this reptile ig lacking,

Invertebretos

Crustaces is the mogt abundant group of ine
Bortedbrats specles. 2 list in no rerticular order follows,
¥ost of the species included on the list are from actuel

specimens eollected and idantified by Lunz at the Charlese
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ton Museum or by others. Tha writer s indedted to Iven
R, Tomkins for this list,

The Common shrimp (Penmseus setiferus)

Fenaeus brazilensis (3)

The "hardebacks” (Paleemonsies carolinus apd .

yulgaris)

A burrowing or mud shrimp (Upogebia affinig)

A ensll shriap (Ziphopenasus kroyeri)

The oyster crab (Pinnotheres ostremm)

A hermit erab (Petrochfrus bahemensis)

mother hermit erab (Clibansrius vittatus)

Mudecrabs of %he following gensra: Panopeus, Neow
prnope, =nd Eurypanopeus

The blue oredb (Callinectes)

A suapper shrimp (Crangon heterochaelis)

A fiddler ered (Uca minax)

Mmother fiddler (Uea pugilator)

The square fiddler (Seserma cinereus)

The send or ghost crab (Oeypode slbicens)

Chief representatives from the Class Molluses
are the Oyster, the ingel-wing Clem, end o small land
snail, 21s0 at least one specioes of periwinkle is to

be found,
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Poasils

The fossil remaing from Oyatorbea Islend have

not beer wall worked up, They ere artirely nigterial that

)

has boen Puaped aghore Ly the dredpes 2OrEirg in the river,
Thelr manner of deposition results in e mags haterogensous
as t¢ age snd with the 6xception of vertenrate apeciss almopt
impossivle of identification or corralation,

A bout all that ars recognizable nre the fcllowing,

A Tavr teath from g spacies of Bquus (not a reesnt Torm);

a few bits of elephant moler {probably "rohidiskodom fme

verator); possivly one specles of Mestodon; and more
bumerous shark, ray, end figh rem~ing. s implied before
the shells ere diffieult of correletion owimg to the

mixture of material from =11 gtrate,
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RECOMMEN D TIONS

Uysterbad Islend is very fortunately situated
as regards wildlife. On it is situated one of the
largest nesting colonies 0f Blaex Skimners on the Georzia
coast e3 wall as ore of the largest breeding colonies
of least Terns. It is a haven for migrating shorebirds
which frequent 1ts mud-flats and sand=-bars by the
thousonds. In eddition this land is almogt uscless
88r any commeraeisl enterprise; its sole vzlue lies in
the wildlife it suprorts,

In the event of the nurchase of this land
by the Wational Pari Service, Ovsterhed Islsnd weuld
POscess several advantages over other avess, PFroe-
tection would be very easy and would it in well with
the progrem of the Fort ulsski Netional ¥onwment.
Haintenence would emofint to absolutaly nothing., The
following sugrestione =nd reeommendations will be made

for use in eszse of this purehase.

1, Dredging should be allowed to continue,
Without this dredging the available bare space usable
by the nesting waterfowl would be so diminished by
en@roaching vegetation ue to reduce the number of
breeding birds comsidersblg. Bare ground, high enough




3.

to be safe from storm water, consists at presant of elose
to ten aeres. This is & 200d mesn end this mueh suitabdle
territory would be Qesirable st all times, Uredge dumps
provadly stay bere Irom vesetstion for from $wo to four
yYears depending upon the type of msterisl enZ the thickmees
of the dwap, Tine of dredgine would be irpossible to eone
trol, but it is probeble that the duwsps could be placed
2erording to the sdvice of = wildlife %ecimician in such

& nonner as to steadlly meintain nesting territcry. Also
in the avent of droedzing during the nesting season, it
should b2 seen %o that lines do not run into the colonies,

2., Trespaosing should be prohibited except %o
those particularly interested in wildlife. Thie would
ba desikable not only because of the possibility of
vendaligm, but because of the damsge a careless person
with no interest in the tirds eould do. '

3s If poosible tha Cysterveds srovrd the island
ghould be wetched, These oysters ~re guarzntined by the
Tublic Tealth Zervies hut eolorsd poschers often de stroy
oveds, The oyster is by no meens as exn-on now on this
coeat 28 formerly =nd showld be protected especislly im
the guarmntined areas,

4. e Jand should Ye posted. Tencing should
not be necsasary neg the only conneetion to land is the
very nsrrow hydraulic ill $o Jones Island, %.C, In
the event of the introdudtion of cattle o tiris island
snd thelr nigration $o Cysterbed it migh$ be necessary
to erect = berbed wire fénce wbout a huadred or less
verds lenz. Yo fence which would keep out smoll memsels
seems necsssury as long ss the birds gre ziven plenty
of nesting territory. Al of these enemies are natural
and the policey of the Tark %Service i1s to ~reserve natural
conditions. There secme to be 1little dencer of the house
¢ut re=ching the island immedistely,

5, During the psast there has been considersble
ey collecting on Oysterbad isl-nd, This hes mostly been
wisely done, “ut it is adrisehle that in tie avent of
the pupehase of this area such eollectirs be stopped,
gspeciilly in the sass of the Cysisrestcher., This bird
is not present in surficient numbers to ellow muech
eocllecting,
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LIST OF RGO SETS COLLECTED BY GILBERT R, ROSSIGNOL
ON OYSTER BED ISLAND, GEORGIA

Species Date lo: Eges Incubation
Mmerican Oystercateher 3-27-27 $ Fresh
- i 5=1-8Y 2 Advanced
bd " 5=80-28 2 Slight
b L 6-16-28 - Advanced
" d 6=5-30 2 Slight
- . 4-21-32 8 Advanced
b b 4=26~33 8 Fresh
" " 5=20-33 3 Slight
» b 5«22-33 2 Fresh
" » 4~19-34 2 Slight
- bd 4-19-34 2 Slight
" - 4=25-34 3 Slight
d - F=6~-34 3 Fresh
d . 5=6-34 3 Slightt
had hd 5=10-34 3 Fresh
" - 5wl P34 2 Fresh
" . 8-826=~34 2 Fresh
" » 4=22-35 s Freash
» i 4=233-35 3 Fresh
" - 5=1-38 3 Fresh
ol . 4=14-38 3 Fregh
ol . 4=15-36 ] Fresh
" " 4=15-38 3 Slight
bod - 4-15-36 3 Fresh
» b S=i=36 S Fresh
w o s Slight
bl L §=18-37 3 Slight
" " 4-18-37 3 Fresh
» L 4-80-37 - Fresh
" " 5=16-3Y 3 Fresh
Wilson's Plover 6=7=22 2 Fresh
" " 8=7=28 S Slight
" . 6-7=-22 S Fresh
b . 6=-T=-22 S Advanced
™ ® 6=7=82 3 Mvaneed
" ] 6=T7-22 2 Advenced




Spesies

Blaok Sk
"

33#2#823333883!!""

2

2 83 3 3

"

immeyr

‘I"Ilﬂ'!!t'.ﬂ“"‘il".‘.“

Bastern Mourning Dove
Florida Kighthewk
w "

L
L]

"
”

* One runt egg
1 Neet on growumd

Date

6-28-30
6-28-30
6-28-30
6-28-30
6-26-30
£6-28-30
7-i=30
7-4-20
P-4-30
7-4-30
7-4-30
7-4-20
7 4~20
7430
7-6-30
7-6-80
6-15-31
6-15-31
6-15-5.
)
6-18-32
6-18-32
6-22-32
6-22-32
6-28~32
6-deRS
6-16-34
8-17-37
6-3-88
5-15-23
6-9-28
5-18-30
5-18-50

No. Rege

NN&&“P«Q‘H%ﬁ#*ﬁﬁ#ﬂ*km«ﬁm*#ﬁ*ﬂhb&#h

Ineubation

Slight
Slight
Fresh
Fresh
Slight
fdvenced®
Slight
Slight
Slight
Slight
S8light
Slight
Slight
8light
fdvenced
Slight
Freeh
Fresh
Frosh
Frosh
Slight
Sight
Fresh
Slight
Frogh¥*
Fresh
Frash
Slight*

Mot councml

Slight
Advenced
Adveneed
Freagh




Spscies Dete  Ho, Eggs  Incubatiom

Black Skimmer §-168-22 4 Fresh
" " 8-18-22 4 Fresh
. " 8-18-22 4 Freeh
- . E=18-22 4 Fresh
" L 8-18-23 s Fresh
» " 8-18-28 3 Fresh
" " E=18-83 3 Fresh
» L £~18-23 4 Fresh
" . £~-18-2% 4 Fresh
» » 6-18-23 4 Fresh
b @ E=18-23 & Fresh
» " E-22-24 4 Fresgh
- - 6-22-84 4 Fresh
» bl 6-22-24 'S Fresh
" » 6-22~-24 4 Fresh
» " §~28-24 4 Fresh
w " 6~13=-26 3 Slight
. b 8~13-26 4 S8light
* " E=13-86 4 Slight
" " 8-9=-26 4 Fresh
" L 6=-9-28 4 Fresh
" . 8~9-28 4 Fregh
" . 6=9=28 4 Fresh
" » £=2-88 4 . Fresh
" " 6-16-28 4 Fresh
- - §=16-28 4 Slight
" b 6-16=-28 ' Slight
. * 8-16=-28 4 Silight
n w £-16828 4 Fresh
" » §-16-28 4 Fresh
» » 8~16=28 4 Fresh
" - E-16-28 5 Slight
w o §=5-3 4 Slight
o » B=8=30 4 Presh
" " 6-5=30 4 Fresh
" " E=5=-30 4 Fresh
» " 6-9-30 4 Fresh
" " 6-9-30 4 Freesh
» ” G=9~30 & Fresh
" " §=0-30 4 Fresh
. " 6~9=30 4 Fresh




Species Date Mo, Eggs  Imcudation
Least Temm E=5-32 2 Fresh
" . g=-5-32 1 ¥resh
w bl G238 i ¥rosh®
" " 5=31-33 3 Advanceod
" L 8=8=33 2 Fresh
" » 5=19-34 a glight
» » B34 2 Freosh
" 0w €-16-34 2 Slight
Royal Temmn E~17-33 1 Fresh
Black Skimmey E~18-22 3 Tresh
» bl E~18=22 3 Fresh
" . &-18~22 3 Frosh
. - 8=18=23 3 Fresh
. . §~18-28 3 Fresh
* " 6-18-22 4 Fresh
bt . §-18-22 4 Fresh
" - €-18-22 4 Fresh
" bod é-18-22 é Fresh
" » é~18-22 4 Fresh
" " §-18-22 4 Frash
" . £~18-22 é Fresh
" bl §-16-22 4 Fresh
w . 6-18~22 4 Slight
b n &-18=-22 & Fresh
ke b 6=18-22 4 Fragh
o " §-18-~22 & Frosh
" L 6=18-28 4 Fresh
" - 6-18~-28 ¢ Frash
" " 6-18~28 & Fresh
N L §-~18-22 4 Fresh
» " 6-18822 4 Frosh
" " 6=18-22 4 Fraesh
" » 6-18-22 4 Fresh
B - 6=18=22 4 Frosh
" b 6~18-22 4 Fresh
" - 6=-18-22 4 Fre
" " 6~-18-22 4 Fresh
» . 6-18-22 & Tresh
» * 6-18-22 4 ¥Fresh
" . 6=-18-22 4 Fregh
. » 6=18-22 4 ¥reosh

?.
8




Least Tern

J.RI‘!‘.‘CI!I!Q#ﬂiﬁﬂlﬂ‘llﬂﬁtlllitﬂ 23 3323 93

ien

s %8 l.l3.‘!«"3'88"3-40“‘.'383‘. 23 s38 3 383 38 83 3

5-18-30

5-20-30
5-20-30
5-26-30

5~26~30
5-26-30
5-26-30
5-26-30
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BLACK SKIMMER RETURNS FROM BIRDS BANDED ON OYSTER
BED ISLAND, GEORGIA

4450476 - Black Skimmer, banded July 21, 1932 on Oyster
Bed Islend, (E. end); Found dead March 12, 1934 on Lemon
Bey, near South Englewood, Florida.

A450228 - Black Skimmer, bamded July 12, 1932 on Long Island
Fill (W, end); Killed by Plene, May 2, 1935 at St, Petersburg,
Florida,

431871 - Black Skimmer, banded July 11, 1932 on Long Island
Fill (W. end); captured alive and released Jemuary 21, 1933

near Savannsh, Georgia. (12 mi. S.)

A450670 - Blaek Skimmer, banded July 30, 1932, Long Islend
Fill, (E. end); found dead sbout Jenuary 20, 1933 20 miles
R. Daytona Beach, Floride.

2450536 - Black Skimmer, bended July 21, 1932, Long Island
Fi1l (E. emd); found dead February 24, 1933 et Charlotte
Harbor, Fla.

A431887 - Blesek Skimmer, bended July 11, 1932 on Long Island
Fill (W, end); Found dead on Morris Island, neer Charleston,
S.C., September 19, 1933,






