




INTRODUCTION 

Managed quota hunts f o r  w h i t e - t a i l e d  deer (Odocoileus v i r g i n i a n u s )  on 

Cumberland I s l a n d  (CUIS), Georgia have been sponsored by t h e  Nat iona l  Park 

Serv ice s ince  1980. For t h e  p a s t  3  years, an ana l ys i s  o f  t h e  deer popu la t i on  

based on these h u n t e r - k i l  l e d  deer has been made annua l ly  by t h e  Wild1 i f e  

Techniques c lass  a t  t h e  School of Fores t  Resources, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Georgia. 

Th i s  r e p o r t  cont inues t h a t  ana l ys i s  and f o l l o w s  a  s i m i l a r  format  i n  order  t o  

ma in ta in  c o n t i n u i t y .  Popu la t ion  s t r u c t u r e ,  average weight,  a n t l e r  develop- 

ment, and hunter  success are  discussed. Add i t i ona l  i n fo rma t i on  on herd h e a l t h  

and rep roduc t i ve  s t a t u s  obta ined from research c o l l e c t i o n s  has been inc luded 

t o  p rov ide  a  more comprehensive understanding o f  t h e  deer popu la t ion .  When 

poss ib le ,  data were compared w i t h  those f rom prev ious years t o  assess general 

t rends  i n  popu la t i on  s t r u c t u r e  and herd  hea l th .  

As s t a t e d  i n  p rev ious  r e p o r t s  (Nelson e t  a1 1986), popu la t i on  ana l ys i s  

based on h u n t e r - k i l l e d  animals r e q u i r e s  t h e  assumptions t h a t  hun t i ng  m o r t a l i t y  

was random and t h a t  t h e  k i  11 was equal i n  bo th  sexes and i n  a1 1  age classes. 

Therefore, a  h u n t e r - k i l l e d  sample i s  assumed t o  be rep resen ta t i ve  o f  t h e  - 
e n t i r e  popu la t i on  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

METHODS 

Managed hunts occurred on CUIS on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  dates: 

1 )  November 2-4, 1987: quota 125 hunters;  archery on l y .  

2 )  November 16-18, 1987: quota 100 hunters;  archery, p r i m i t i v e  

weapons, and handguns. 

3)  December 7-9, 1987: quota 100 hunters;  archery, p r i m i t i v e  

weapons, and handguns. 

4) December 28-30, 1987: quota 65 hunters; paren t -ch i ld ;  

o n l y  c h i l d  may shoot.  












































