
MANATEE GRAZING SURVEY OF CUMBERLAND ISLAND, 1989 

INTRODUCTION 

Manatees (Trichechus latirostris manatus) are known to 

frequent Georgia coastal waters, particularly Cumberland Sound. 

Zoodsma and Valade (1987) reported radio tagged manatees in several 

areas of the Cumberland Sound region from March to September: the 

North River, Kings Bay Nuclear Submarine Base, Marianna Creek 

marsh, Crooked River, Old House Creek Marsh, Tiger Island marsh 

system, and Fernandina Beach waterfront on the Amelia River. They 

note the Cumberland Sound for its importance as a travel corridor 

for manatees moving between these locations. In 1988, Zoodsma and 

Lefebvre reported radio tagged manatees in Cumberland Sound from 

February to September, they observed that the manatees moved north 

via Cumberland Sound to coastal Georgia waters during the warm 

season. Baugh et al. (1989) describe manatees feeding on Spartina 

alternaflora in Cumberland Sound and note the importance of 

Spartina in the diet of manatees in Georgia. Manatees have also 

been documented in waters immediately surrounding Cumberland Island 

by Zoodsma and Bratton (1986). 

Cumberland Island National Seashore, located within Cumberland 

Sound, is 36,415.09 acres in size and is separated from the 

mainland by several kilometers of salt marsh, river, and sound. 

Although Georgia's coastal salt marshes have been identified 

as an important manatee habitat (Zoodsma and Valade, 1987; Zoodsma 






















