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N2 BT/ 1 PREFACE

There are two reasons for the publication of this booklet. The

dfirst is to indicate the habitats of all of the birds that breed or

have bred on Mt. Desert during the past fifty years to serve as a

dbasis for comparison with future studies, for apart from nest
Urecords of the Red-breasted Merganser on Trumpet Island the

information herein has been acquired later than 1920. Secondly,
it is hoped that it will serve as a useful guide from June until
August. The reader not well acquainted with the avifauna of
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leastern North America is advised to carry with him Roger Peter-
ison’s “Field Guide to the Birds”, which contains colored illustra-
ftion of the species found here, and descriptions of their voices

and characteristic field marks.

Appmxim;.tely 130 species of birdé{ nest regularly on Mt
Desert and nearby islands, nearly half -of the number reported
as having occurred here. These include an interesting mixture

dof predominantly Canadian birds of coniferous forest and also

a southern element. Those in the latter category have increased

#in recent years, partly due to the new environment afforded by

the burnt-over drea (about 17,000 acres) that resulted from the
disastrous forest fire of 1947, partly to the northern expansion
in the ranges of a number of species. Generally speaking, because
of environmental conditions, southwestern Mt. Desert is richest
in northern forms, the northeastern part of the island in southern

jibirds. It is possible during June, when all of the small land birds

are in‘song, to encounter at least 70 species in a day, and during

ithe entire summer season one should find over 100, including a
inumber of transient shore birds and other waterfowl.

Favorable localities for birds on Mt. Desert are the “burnt
lands” between Aunt Betty’s Pond and Witch Hole Pond, the
vicinity of Sieur de Monts Spring, the Emery District, and near
Ship Harbor. The last mentioned is particularly rich in wood
warblers, although less so than the ornithologically renowned

i Bangor Bog (about four miles north of Bangor), the most ex-

citing place for land birds that I know of in eastern Maine, and

Jjeasily reached by car via Stillwater Avenue that passes through

both the bog and the surrounding swamps.

When visiting Ship Harbor one should enter the sphagnum
bog .4 of a mile east of the parking space. Walking in the bog
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1s easy and relatively dry. In addition to the. Palm Warbler and
Lincoln’s Sparrow, found nowhere else on Mt. Desert during th
breeding season, beautiful orchids, including Arethusa an
Calopogon, grow there profusely. The “spruce woods that exten,
from the west side of Ship Harbor to the Bass Harbor lighthouse
road are also ornithologically productive, particularly in
early hours of the morning.

NATIVE BIRDS
OF MT. DESERT ISLAND

Loons
1 +COMMON LOON. loons are primarily birds of the far
Snorth, and Mt. Desert is near the southern limit of their breed-
Jing range. The majority of those seen during the summer are
The most interesting island near Mt. Desent for sea birds i non-breeding individuals and frequent for the most part coastal
Little Duck, which is inhabited by Leach’s Petiels, Eider Ducksjwaters off the western side of the island. They are particularly
Herring and Black-backed Gulls, and Black - Guillemots. Thignumerous off Pretty Marsh Harbor and Indian Point, and their
island should be visited on a calm or moderately calm day in latdeerie “laughter” and mournful howling (0oodhoo or ooahdo) is
June or early July. : Toften heard here both during the day and night. A few pairs
V gbreed on the freshwater lakes. The only “nest” (with one egg)
In the following annotated list an asterisk indicates that On€ithat has so far been recorded was on the “Southern Neck” of
Or more nests have been reported from Mt Desert or fl'OLong Pond, but young have been seen elsewhere.
nearby islands south to the Duck Islands and the Green Islands Grebes

(locally known as “The Scrags”), a land area of approximatel is Ii i
" 120 square miles. An lemen: ati .4 *pIED-BILLED GREBE. This little grebe is rare and seldom
1 y supplementary data relating to nativ iseen in summer on Mt. Desert. A nest with 7 eggs was found at

birds should be given as soon as possible to the Park Naturalist . ;
at his office in Bar Harbor, Maine. One should bear in mi Seal Cove Pond in late May, and a'x parent 'wnh 2 brood of
~ that the presence during the nesting season of individuals of young was observed on Aunt Betty's Pond in early summer.

such unusual species as a Mockingbird or Mourni During migration this species is-often seen on various l_akes and
or even of a pali)r of Pine or Eveniﬁg Grosheaks, g::;gnr:azgi:: along the coast near shore, but is much rarer as a transient than
sarily imply that these birds are nesting here, nor is the carrying he Horned Grebe.

f’f food or building material always positive evidence of bree- Storm Petrels

ing. The status of most of the summer residents is well known] *LEACH’S PETREL. There is a colony of these little sea
but our kx}owledge of a few, particularly among the ducks, hawkg] birds on Little Duck Island. Here they nest in pungent-smelling
and owls, is far from adequate. 4 burrows beneath the spruce trees, and are seldom seen unless
extracted there-from. When not engaged in incubation, they
spend their time far out at sea. They visit the islands at night to
escape the ravages of the gulls, but when there is bright moon-
light are preyed upon by these birds.

e

Cormorants

*DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT. Cormorants, or
“Shags” as they are called locally, are among the most abundant
sea birds in the vicinity of Mt. Desert, but they have only re-
cently (since about 1920) established breeding colonies here.
One of these is on Bald Rock near Bar Harbor, another on the
Green Islands also known as “The Scrags”, a third on’ Ship
Island. Cormorants are often seen perched on buoys or on rocks
exposed at low tide. Most of the fish that they capture (sculpins,
cunners and eels) have no commercial value.

v ! 1




Herons and Bitterns
*GREAT BLUE HERON. The best place to look for

heron is near the Trenton bridge at Mt. Desert Narrows. Severa) gregate on

may be seen there at low tide. Elsewhere these herons are ofter
flushed from various ponds and coastal coves. During the pay
i

30 years nesting colonies have been reported from Long Pog
cupine, Bartlett’s Island and, recently, from Ironbound Islandj

GREEN HERON. This little heron appears to be confined

bout the borders of

p een frequently at various
ll)izesg I?Iarr;mr ]?/Iarsh, Northeast Creek, and the Duck Pond near

Western Mountain, In late June, | ;
L of young was flushed from the little stream that Is the outlet

ponds, but are sometimes a considerable
istance from water. In the fall large flocks of these ducks con-
the “Jordan River” adjacent to Mt. Desert.

In recent years this teal has

i GED TEAL. . L
GREEN-WIN parts of the island, including

1964, a female with her brood

to the northern part of Mt. Desert, mainly between Fresh Meadow of Sieur de Monts Spring.

and Duck Brook. One or more are often flushed by canoeists o
Northeast Creek during the summer months, and it has been
observed on many occasions at Hamilton Pond.

come scarce on Mt. Desert in recent years: formerly it was rather

at Northeast Harbor during the summer, and one or two indiv
duals regularly frequented Bass Harbor Marsh. In 1923 and i
1949 there was a small breeding colony on Little Duck Islandg
Another was on Long Porcupine in association with a Greag
Blue heronry.

young was observ
common. Its characteristic quock could often be heard after dark! galisbury Cove.

Desert during the past
. ponds and streams as well as on beaver flowages. Broods of young

% have been seen on
recorded from the island, although boxes have been erected for

BLUE-WINGED TEAL. There have been numerous records

‘ i i ' 11, for the
. i 1 on Mt. Desert in spring, summer and fall,

?nfozltu;at:ta from various ponds and streams 1n the northeastern
*BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON. This heron has bef part of the island. During the summer

of 1966 a brood of nine
ed on many occasions at Hamilton Pond near

WOOD DUCK. This beautiful duck has increased on Mt
50 years, and now occurs on many of the

several ponds, but no nest has as yet been

*AMERICAN BITTERN. Bush-covered swamps, freshwatelf the use of this species. The usual site is in 2 cavity of a tree.

marshes, and margins of ponds are where one usually encounter:
bitterns, but they are seldom seen in summer unless their haun:
are invaded. During migration in spring and early fall they are
more in evidence, Unlike most herons these birds do not colon:
ize, and their nests are situated on the ground.

Ducks S
The Hooded Merganser is a not uncommon summer residentf%
on the lakes and streams of inland Maine, as is the Common;
Goldeneye. I have seen a female of the latter with her brood o%
downy young at Grzham Lake near Ellsworth. Semiferal Canada
Geese and Mallards have nested on Mt. Desert. ;
A number of non-breeding scoters or “coots” (all three species).
summer about the island, mainly in Blue Hill Bay. They appear
in good condition, but are perhaps barren individuals for their
breeding ranges lie far to the north. Other northern sea ducks,
such as the Oldsquaw, are occasionally seen in summer.

. *BLACK DUCK.  This is the common wild duck of Mt.
Desert, often flushed from freshwater ponds, salt marshes and
secluded coastal coves. The nests are situated in swamps and

2

1 resident here,

RING-NECKED DUCK. Prior to 1940 this duck had never
been reported from Mt. Desert, but has since b?en a summer
at least until 1960. The Ring-neck is a freshwater
be looked for on the more secluded ponds,
Aunt Betty’s and the Breakneck Ponds on all
have been seen. The nests are situated

species and should
such as Hodgdon's,
of which broods of young
close to open water.

sCOMMON EIDER. Many Eiders may be observed at sea
south and southwest of Mt. Desert in summer, although the
species is more abundant as a winter resident. »Ea}'ly in the
century they were rare hereabouts during the.bree.dmg season.
These large sea ducks nest on small, uninhabited islands, such
as Little Duck, Trumpet and Ship, their down-covered eggs well
concealed under raspberry bushes or in grass.

COMMON MERGANSER. If a merganser is seen during the
summer on a freshwater lake or pond of Mt. Desert it is probably
this species. Females with their broods have been observed on
Long Pond and Bubble Pond in July, but there are few records
for the island during this time of the year.
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*RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. Thirty or more years ag

#«BALD EAGLE. Owing to pollution of rivers and streams,

F i i t bird
this duck was often encountered off the coast of Mt. Desert, bug Maine has become the.last strongholc:h oﬁ thxsa ;:simfzgfvnyoung
it has since become scarce in summer. Around the turn of thdlin New England. In spit¢ of the fact that app y

century several pairs habitually nested on Trumpet Island, andjhave been raised syccessfu
a female with. her brood was recently reported at Northeagy Desert, eagles are In nry

lly in recent years on and near Mt
experience as frequently seen on the

y i ’ , b
Harbor. The species has not been found on any of the freshjisland as during the first half of the century. They may be

water lakes during the breeding season. ;

Hawks and Eagles

As is the case with ducks and owls, our knowledge of the hawks,
of Mt. Desert is limited. In addition to those known to breed
here, the Cooper’s Hawk and Red-shouldered Hawk may be rare;
summer residents. Both have been reported from the island.

*GOSHAWK. This large and fierce dccipiter summers i
relatively small numbers on Mt. Desert. After its eggs are hatche
it betrays its presence by squealing or cackling loudly as a warn
ing to anyone approaching its nest or young, and sometimes will;
attack an intruder viciously if he does not retire. These hawks}
inhabit dense- woodland with considerable deciduous growth, an
occur on both sides of the island. They prey to some extent o
Ruffed Grouse, and also capture smaller birds and various mam
mals induding rabbits and red squirrels.

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK. The Sharpshin is a sma
Accipiter, the female much larger than the male. It has seldo
been seen during summer, particularly in late years, but
occasionally common during migration in early fall. This and}
the related Cooper's Hawk behave in similar fashion to thej
Goshawk, but are less fierce in the vicinity of their nests. Bodq
prey on small birds. 5

*RED-TAILED HAWK. I have observed this large Buieoj
most frequently soaring over open country near Bar Harbor, the
Emery District and the burnt lands. A nest was found in 1961
in woodland north of Mt. Cadillac, and a pair nested about 25§

years ago on Little Brown Mountain. ;

*BROAD-WINGED HAWK. This small Buteo is by far the|
commonest hawk on Mt. Desert, and is often seen by the road-
sides when motoring through the island. It is primarily a bird
of woodlands, seldom encountered in open country except dur;
ing migration. Its nest is usually situated in a hardwood tree af?
no great elevation above the ground.

4

4 found near any expanse of water,

2 nest

fresh or salt, and occur among

the outer islands, and exposed sea ledges. Their food consists

i the coast or about
tlv of fish that they discover dead z'tlong ) :
: It.nh?bZrders of lakes or ponds, but sometimes acquired by robbing

| Ospreys of their prey.

*MARSH HAWK. A few pairs of these harrie_rs summer on
the island, but it is seldom that one encounters this species here.
Perhaps the best localities are at the southern end of Seal Cove
ond and in the swamp between Ship Harbor and Sea Wall. A
(on the ground) with 8 eggs of the Marsh Hawk was dis-
covered on Mt. Desert in early June, 1941.

Ospreys

#OSPREY. Although not the commonest, this is the most

frequently seen of the birds of prey of Mt. Desert. Ospreys search

or fish over both fresh and salt water, hovering in the air for
everal seconds before plunging on their prey. Most of the nests

{ are in trees, but precipitous rocks close to the sea have been

chosen. Like eagles, they return to their old nests year after year.

-Falcons

*PEREGRINE FALCON. Probably never more than two
pairs of these falcons have inhabited Mt. Desert. I know of only
two former aeries, one on the steep slope of Champlain Moun-
tain near Bar Harbor, the other on Eagle Cliffs of St. Sauveur
Mountain bordering Somes Sound. The flight of this fine falcon
is exceedingly rapid. I once saw one at Pretty Marsh {:hat was
harassing an eagle, effectively driving the mucp larger bird from
the island. During the past decade the Peregrine has apparently
been extirpated as a breeding bird of Mt. Desert a}mhough an
occasional individual is still seen on migration, sometimes out at
sea.




. “ - D Y Y PO W U P W *V 1 R
“American Kestrel”, occurs in open country on Mt. Desert. Iy y;ypppR. Unlike the Spotted Sandpiper, the Killdeer is
is often seen in the Emery District and on the burnt lands. 'a ‘are summer resident on Uit Desert whence it has been

]x;es; was ];m:;dﬂi.rlll early July in a cavity in the roof of an olrecor ded only from the northeastern part of the island. It occurs
arn on Bee ill.

S ns
in meadows of the Emery District, and on numerous 0occasion
Grouse has been seen on the stony beach at Hull's Cove. About hglf a

The Spruce Grouse was a former resident on Mt. Desert, th gﬁ:eb?;mgxzfnlda;;erl\dl:;alll%s nest” with 3 eggs was found on
last acceptable record in August, 1899. On the adjacent mainland a'I"ransient blovers apt to be seen at Mt. Desert in summer are

a few still occur in dense swampy woods near streams (e.gi . d and Black-bellied Plovers and the Ruddy
Kilkenny Stream) . This handsome bird is much tamer and mo hsmssix:rig almatec. an

sluggish than a Ruffed Grouse and its flight is less rapid.

*RUFFED GROUSE. Forty years ago the Ruffed Grouse or .
“Partridge” was abundant on I};l'ty Deseft, but has become rathet Woodcock and Sandpipers . i
scarce owing to the increase in the number of deer which eaf§ *AMERICAN WOODCOCK. This ajttrac!:ive little game bn.‘d
much of the food relished by these birds, and of raccoons andgis widespread in summer on Mt. Desert, but is mos;'f abu}'xdant in
foxes which doubtless take heavy toll of the eggs and youngiiate October and early November when “fights” arrive from
This grouse is primarily a woodland bird, but is occasionallf]Nova Scotia and the north. Woodcock are usually flushed from
flushed from exposed ledges on mountain tops. “wet ground in rather open swampy woodland or ak.ier swales.
EOne may see them near their coverts at dusk, flitting like bats to
{their feeding grounds. They breed mostly in early spring, but
ggs have been found on Mt. Desert in June.

PR

Pheasants
RING-NECKED PHFEASANT. Every year pheasants a
liberated on Mt. Desert Island in September prior to the shoots
ing season, but few survive the winters due in large part to th
prevalence of foxes and other predators. These birds thrive on
Great Duck Island, where a hen and her brood of downy young

«SPOTTED SANDPIPER. Although many species of sand-
pipers occur at or near Mt. Desert during migrations, some of
which are present here as early as midsummer, the Spotted

% D8 sandpiper is the only one that breeds on the island. It is fre-
were encountered in June. There they feed largely on cranpernequ enlzlyl') seen on the sea coast and about the borders of ponds or
that grow abundantly on the open, swampy parts of that island. Jakes. The “nests” are near water, on a beach, in a meadow or
Eby the roadside. :

o Transient species of this family often seen in summer include
The Virginia Rail is the only. member of its family known tol;he Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Dowitcher, Sanderling, and

breed on Mt. Desert, but the Sora may do so occasionally. Aniy east, Semipalmated and Pectoral Sandpipers.

adult and immature of the latter seen at Hamilton Pond oni

Rails

Gulls and Terns

In addition to members of this family that breed on islets
in the vicinity of Mt. Desert, Arctic Terns occur here in summer

VIRGINIA RAIL. On Mt Desert this rail inhabits thelbut usually far out at sea. They may be seen at Mt. Desert Rock,
swampy areas north of Seal Cove, where broods of downy youngjbut neither this species nor any other bird nests on this remote
have been seen until late in July. Doubtless this rail is presentjislet. There are important colonies on Machias Seal Island and
in summer in other freshwater swamps, but it is easily overijon Matinicus Rock. The little Bonaparte’s Gull, the adults black
looked for it is highly secretive and, unlike the Sora, rarely vocal§headed in summer, is occasionally encountered off shore: it is
A nest was found on Grand Manan in early June. ¥ native to northwestern North America.

Up to now there has been no report of the loud, descendin
whinny that is characteristic of the Sora.

S
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¢MOURNING DOVE. Although frequently encountered in
1ate summer and early fall, few of these doves breed on Mt
Desert and their cooing is seldom heard here. They are usually
seen in rather open places about the borders of ﬁelfis or near
abitations, and are often flushed from the roadsides. Nests
found near Salisbury Cove in June were in small spruces or fixs,

{rom 6 to 12 feet above the ground.

*GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL. Wherever gulls con
gregate we are apt to find this handsome species. Though th
Black-back has long been present along the coast of Maine i
summer, 40 or more years ago it did not breed here. No
colonies are established on several of the smaller islands, notab!
Little Duck, Ship Island, and the Green Islands or ‘“‘Scrags™
These gulls have had a detrimental effect on the populations o
a number of the smaller sea birds, in particular the petrels.

*HERRING GULL. This is the most abundant sea bird i
the vicinity of Mt. Desert. Found mainly on salt water, Herring
Gulls frequent the lakes and large ponds for bathing. They nes
on a number of small islands, the largest colony on Little Duck

*COMMON TERN. In former years there were a number of
colonies of these terns on islets in Blue Hill Bay, including Shi
and Trumpet, but since the phenominal increase of Black-backe
Gulls they have moved closer to the mainland. The only sizabl
colony that I know of at present near Mt. Desert is on tin
Rumell’s Hub, north of Goose Cove Rock. If one enters the roa
to Dodge Point and bears left he will reach a point directl
opposite this islet and be able to watch the swarm of raucou
terns nearby.

Cuckoos v
The Yellow-billed Cuckoo has been reported from Mt. Desert
during the breeding season by a number of bird-watchers, but I
have never seen or heard this species here at that time of the
vear. It is sometimes not uncommon in late summer.

+BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO. This cuckoo occurs in alder
thickets and scrubby country throughout the island, and is
particularly numerous in the vicinity of Sieur de Monts Spring.
‘A nest was discovered in a viburnum shrub on the slope of
Cadillac Mountain in early June.

Typical Owls
Less is known about the owls of Mt. Desert than any other
family of birds. In addition to those listed, the Long-eared Owl
has been ‘reported heard on a few occasions, but there has been
no daylight sight record during the past 40 years. There are no
summering records of either the Boreal Owl or Short-eared Owl,
species known to nest or to have nested on Grand Manan.

GREAT HORNED OWL. This large owl is rare on Mt
minded Desert. 1 have neither seen nor heard one here, although I have
’ encountered it near Kilkenny Stream on the adjacent mainland.
*BLACK GUILLEMOT. This small northern sea bird, knowsj There are several records from the island.
locally as “Sea Pigeon”, is common in the vicinity of Mt. Desertj sBARRED OWL. The dark-eyed Barred Owl is occasionally
parugularly among the outer islands. There are apparentlys oncountered on woodland trails and mountain slopes. Its char-
f:ol»omes on Long Porcupine an_d Ironbound, but by far the most , teristic two-phrased hooting (hu-hu-huhu, hu-hu-huaw) may
important off the coast of Maine is at Little Duck. Guillemotf§ e heard at night, and sometimes even during the day. A nest
lay their usual clutches of two eggs in deep clefts in the 1o was found in the cavity of a tree on the slope of Cadillac Moun-
At .Mt. Desert one or more are often seen off Wonderland Point} tain, another south of Western Mountain.
It is extremely unusual to see a Black Guillemot on fresh waterl} *SAW-WHET OWL. The little Saw-whet is rare on MLt.

Desert, where it is more often heard than seen. It has been
most frequently found in spruce woods on the western side of
the island. A nest was discovered in the cavity of a tree stub at
Little Oak Hill near the old Seal Cove road, another near the
4 Bass Harbor Lighthouse road.

Auks

Although only one member of this family is resident in ou
area, two others (the Razorbilled Auk and Atlantic Puffin)
breed on Machias Seal Island and on Matinicus Rock, islets fa
out to sea that are well worth visiting by the ornithologicall

Pigeons and Doves

The semiferal domestic pigeon or “Rock Dove” occurs in
many of the towns and villages of Maine, including Bar Harbo
and Southwest Harbor.




in i d a pair of
1 uadron Mountain 1n early July, 1932, an p
ori)ft:xyelfng 'i"(}lree-'toed Woodpeckers was reported seen on Beech
ill during the second summer after a forest fire.

Goatsuckers

*WHIP-POOR-WILL. Although abundant in many parts
the mainland of eastern Maine, few Whip-poor-wills summer
Mt, Desert except on the burnt land. They may be heard ag . ] 1 the road.
night during the breeding season in the scrubby growth betweegfymiliar birds of Mt. Desert. Most in _evxdf:nce along the d
McFarland Mountain and Aunt Betty Pond, and near the negsides and in meadows during migration in 'late sumix‘ler ;n
Eagle Lake road. A “nest” with two eggs was discovered in Junegearly fall, they also preed commonly on the island. The white

' i spi d mark.
*COMMON NIGHTHAWK. Nighthawks are often seen jggrump s 2 conspicuous field marl -
¥ sp]LEATED WOODPECKER. By far the largest of Maine

early summer on the burnt land, where they lay their eggs o D
-oodpeckers, the Pileated is rare on Mt. Desert where it is en-

the bare ledges and other open spots. There are several nesti ¢ 2
records from the island, including one from the southern ridgfl . ntered most frequently on the western side of the island. In
pite of its rarity at least five nests have been found here. On

of Cadillac Mountain. '
wo successive years a pair occupied a birch stub, but different
cavities, near the road to Fernald Point.

nYELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER. Flickers are among the

: Swifts ,
-*CHIMNEY SWIFT. Swifts are frequently seen at Bar H
bor, and about other villages or settlements. Sometimes th

course over open fields in company with swallows. They usual
nest in chimneys.

sYELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER. Although numerous dur-
ng migration in spring and fall, this woodpecker is rather rare
: asba summer resident on Mt Desert, where one may hear its
characteristic irregular drumming from late May through June.

Hummingbirds It inhabits woodland or copses with considerable deciduous

*RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD. Gardens are thggrowth. Several nests have been found in recent years.
best places to look for hummingbirds, which appear to be mostt +;;AJRY and *DOWNY WOODPECKERS. These two wood-
prevalent in the vicinity of Bar Harbor and Northeast Harbor peckers look much alike apart from size, the Hairy being much
Many people put vials that contain syrup on their porches oj . irger. Both are common residents of the island. The sub-
- outside their windows to attract these little birds, offering ang; .4 pecking one hears so frequently in the woods is usually
opportunity to observe them at close range. caused by one or the other. :

‘ , Kingfishers , : .
*BELTED KINGFISHER. This is one of the more con Tyrant Flycatchers

spicuous birds of Mt. Desert, often seen along the coast and. sgAGTERN KINGBIRD. Kingbirds are more numerous as
about the borders. of lakes and ponds, its loud rattling voicg 1, pgients than as summer residents on Mt. Desert. A few occur
betraying its presence. The usual nesting site is in the side of every year in more open parts of the island. I have lately en-
a sand pit, sometimes at a considerable distance from water. O ,untered this flycatcher most frequently during the breeding
only one occasion have I found a kingfisher’s burrow in the sid€ seqson in the Emery District south of Salisbury Cove, and at
of a bank by the sea. 4 beaver ponds on the burnt lands. The nest is sometimes placed
# it a low elevation ‘over water on streams or flowages, but usually

Woodpeckers 2 well out on a branch of a tree.

There are five species of this family that are known to breed o
on Mt. Desert. In addition, the three-toed woodpeckers may déé GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER. This is one of the
birds that has evidently extended its range to Mt. Desert in re-

:
so occasionally, particularly on lands that have rather recently}

| ‘cent years, probably as a result of the great forest fire of 1947,

for the burnt lands are its favored habitat. Its loud screeching is

been burnt over. A pair of Black-backed Three-toed Woodpeck::
ers, the more numerous of the two in eastern Maine, was observed;
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- builds its nest high up on the horizontal branch of a conifer.

Swallows

allows are summer residents on Mt. Desert.
Purple Martin is said to have nested in for
t colony in late years has been at Franklin
land east of Ellsworth. A pair in search
1964, at a motel near Salis-

often heard there in late spring. Individuals carrying nestind '
material have been seen near Salisbury Cove and Sieur de Mon
Spring, but a nest has not yet been found on the island. Th
usually in a cavity of a tree.

*EASTERN PHOEBE. Phoebes are found about bridg
barns or other man-made structures. They also frequent beav
flowages, such as that between Halimoon Pond and Witch Holg!
Pond, where they nest among the roots of upturned trees.

Five species of sw
“SMany years ago the
‘Sxyarbor, but the nearest.
oad on the nearby mainial

a nesting site appeared in June,

_ This is one of the common swallows of
{:.Tligt,smf;liﬁéof‘g the most part in bird houses erected for
1s use. Occasionally a mail box will be chosen, or an old wood-
ecker's hole especially if over water.
sBANK SWALLOW. Colonies of these swallows on Mt.
esert are at sand pits near the Southwest Harbor dqmp, and
orth of Somesville. There is also a colony on nearby Ship Island.
e burrows are excavated in steep banks.

*ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW. This southern swallow has
een steadily spreading northward and now appears regular_ly
n the island. Individuals have been netted and banded.m
omesville in May; and in June, 1964, a pair was found nfistmg‘
n an old kingfisher burrow in a sand pit between that village
nd Town Hill in company with several pairs of Bank Swallows.

*BARN SWALLOW. Open farming country is favored by Barn
wallows. They nest in barns, sheds and other man-made struc-
ures to which they have access, and nests have been found in
nemone Cave near Bar Harbor and on a sea cliff at Great

uck Island.

*CLIFF SWALLOW. This is an abundant swallow on the
sland, nesting in colonies under the eaves of buildings. The
ulky nests are constructed outwardly of mud or clay, and differ
rom those of the Barn Swallow by their bottleshaped instead
f cup-shaped appearance.

*YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER. Of the three
catchers of the genus Empidonax that inhabit Mt. Desert (
Yellow-bellied, Traill’s and Least), this species is most seldo:
seen. It is a bird of swampy woodland and in such environme
is not uncommon. It may be encountered along the fire ro;
between the southern end of Long Pond and Seal Cove Po:
and along the Hio fire road between Seawall and Bass Harl
Marsh. A nest was discovered in a mossy hummock on the bord
of the bog near Ship Harbor. '

*TRAILL’S FLYCATCHER. This is a common flycatcher
shrubbery in rather open country. It occurs on the borders
woodland but not in the forest, and is much more often hearg
than seen. Nests have been found in bushes, chiefly alders and
meadowsweet.

*LEAST FLYCATCHER. The “Chebec” is a bird of decid
ous copses and woodland. It occurs on the outskirts of Bar Har:
bor and in or near other villages of the island, and there
usually a pair at Sieur de Monts Spring. The nests are in tre
the eggs immaculate white.

*WOOD PEWEE. Copses and, to a lesser extent, opery
deciduous woodland are inhabited by the Wood Pewee. One may
see this flycatcher near Sieur de Monts Spring where nests havg
been found saddled on limbs of maples bordering the trails
The Phoebe also occurs there,

*OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER. The loud “hic-three-beers"s GRAY JAY. At present the Gray or Canada Jay occurs in
or the oftrepeated alarm notes (pit-pit-pit) call attention to thifisummer in the swampy coniferous woodland near Bass Harbor
pewee-like flycatcher which is widespread on Mt. Desert in sum{Marsh, where adults accompanied by one to three young have
mer. It is a bird primarily of ‘spruce growth and is numerous i . been seen in June and July from 1963 to 1966. From fall until
the Ship Harbor area as well as near Bar, Seal and Northeasfspring the species may be more widespread, but is at all times
Harbors. It often perches at the very top of a tall tree, andirare on Mt. Desert. Nesting takes. place in winter or early in the
{ispring, often when the ground is covered with snow.

Crows and Jays
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*BLUE JAY. Twenty or more years ago Blue Jays wg
seldom seen hereabouts, but since have become common
on Mt. Desert and on Swan’s Island. They occur in woodl
as well as in more open country, including the burnt lands. Ne
found in May at Salisbury Cove were in thickets of spruce a
fir at moderate elevations above the ground.

*COMMON RAVEN, The raucous cries of Ravens are oft
heard on Mt Desert and the smaller islands nearby. For
most part they occur near the coast and on the higher mounta
slopes, but are found virtually everywhere. The usual nesting si
is on the side of a cliff, but a tree may also be chosen.

*COMMON CROW. Crows are ubiquitous, but in spite
their abundance few nests have been found here. These are w
hidden in conifers, and usually contain young by late May.

Creepers

-li ittle creeper easily
b4 WN CREEPER. The mouse-like htt‘ )
1 Bl:g,onodce, for it is usually quiet. However, 1-t. is by no means
’ cl:mmon in wooded areas. The nests are built behind slabs
'. loose bark on trees or stubs, and several have been found on

e island that were on the sides of camps.

Wrens

+HOUSE WREN. During the past 30 years House Wrens have

peared on Mt. Desert as summer residents, bu_t there are prob-
gly never more than half a dozen pairs on the island. This wren
most frequently encountered in or near Bar Harbor, and
casionally one is heard singing on the burnt lands. .There are
o records from the western side of the island. A nesting box in
ar Harbor was occupied by this species in June, 1938,

«WINTER WREN. Tangled wet woodlands are favored by
is little wren, particularly on the western side of the island. In
\is environment we may hear its rollicking song among ﬂ'fe
ossy stumps and undergrowth. On two successive years a pair
uilt a nest under a camp at Pretty Marsh, refurbishing what
as left of the old nest on the second occasion.

SHORT-BILLED MARSH WREN. This wren is an occa-
onal summer resident on Mt. Desert, where it inhabits lush wet
eadows. In 1938 several occupied such a field in the Emery
istrict. Subsequently others were seen in suitable environment
ear Seal Cove and Sieur de Monts Spring, but there have been
ery few records since 1940. In all instances the birds were dis-
overed by hearing their oft-repeated, chattering songs. Although
t is probable that this species has nested here, we have as yet no
vidence of this, Nests have been found near Ellsworth.

Titmice

*BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE. The familiar Black-capp
Chickadee occurs in the woodlands of Mt. Desert throughout
year. It comes readily to feeding stations and often nests in g2
bird box erected for its use. Most nests are in cavities in trees
stubs at low or moderate elevations above the ground.

BOREAL CHICKADEE. This northern species is one of
rarer birds of Mt. Desert, but is more numerous on some of
islands nearby (e.g. Placentia). It inhabits spruce woods a
the boarders of sphagnum bogs, and is encountered occasiona
in the vicinity of Ship Harbor where a brood of young was se
at Wonderland Point. On Grand Manan, to the east of
Desert, the Boreal Chickadee is common. The usual nesti
site is in a hole excavated in a dead tree trunk, but one tha
saw on Grand Manan was in the decayed top of a fence post of
the border of a meadow.

Mockingbirds and Thrashers

Mockingbirds have been reported a number of times from
11. Desert, but I believe all have been vagrants from the south.
he species has extended its range northward in recent years
tand has been found nesting in Nova Scotia and even in New-
frequently in woodland than any other species. Its voice remin lfoundland. During some 40 seasons on the island I have seen but
one of a tiny tin trumpet. Nuthatches nest in holes of trees, ne, a bedraggled individual that spent several weeks at the
entrances to the cavities smeared with pitch. A nesting bo: e Cove cemetery. Males in song have been recorded fro

sometimes used for this purpose. - - inortheastern Mt: Desert during the breeding season. ‘

N uthétches

*RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH. This is an abundant b
on Mt. Desert, and during midsummer may be encountered mon
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: : : i the spruces. This
* . This i f the birds that has increased ag : i ne that spirals out of the spruces.
CATBIRD. This is one of the birds that has increased ag not fail to hear its song " Pe womit Thrush and

summer resident on Mt. Desert since the great fire, for it h es not vary like the songs - 5

become abundant on the burnt lands. Elsewhere, catbirds 3 hrush, but possesses 2 richness that is most .pleasmgl. Tl:ie sor:)%
often seen in shrubbery on the borders of woodlands, in gardegt eriod lasts through July, but peters out during the last ltﬁys y
and about settlements in all parts of the island. 1at month. Swainson’s Thrush is an arboreal nester, althoug

is si . ike other
*BROWN THRASHER. Prior to the great fire Browgn occasional nest is sntuatedr r;ei)rt t:;e ground. Unl
Thrashers were rarely seen on Mt. Desert. At the present tiggghrushes of the island its eggs are sp o found
the burnt lands offer suitable habitat, and they occur about eVEERY. Forty or more years ago Veeries could. ?e dm;)nt
villages on the northeastern part of the island. Nests have be adily in swampy ground in the eastern half of the is ar;) , ut
found in June, one jn a brush pile, the others in shrubbery onlg, ja¢c years this species has become scarce, and now may be ou‘li
a few inches above the ground. umbered by the Wood Thrusp. However, several pairs st

uent the Sieur de Monts Spring area. A nest found there in

Thrushes

N : 966 was situated on a stump within a foot of the ground on
*ROBIN. - If not the commonest, Robins are unquestiona

¢ border of a grassy clearing. -
the most ubiquitous of Mt. Desert birds. They are as much +EASTERN BLUEBIRD. Formerly this beautiful bird was
home along the streets of Bar Harbor as they are in spru

ften seen about farms and along the roadsides, buet_ has la»t_ely
woodland. 'They occur on the borders of the sphagmum ecome exceedingly scarce on the. island. In 1989 a pair occupied
near Ship Harbor, and there are many on the burnt lands. O

nesting box in a garden at ‘Bar Harbor, and about twelve
side of the center of villages almost every house or camp has o; cars ago a nest with young was found in a dead stub in an
or more pairs of Robins nearby. »

xtensive clearing at Pretty Marsh.
*WOOD THRUSH. This southern thrush has steadily

creased on Mt. Desert and is now well established as a summe
resident in the northeastern part of the island. Prior to 1940 onk
one had been reported. Perhaps the best locality for the Wa
Thrush is in the vicinity of Sieur de Monts Spring, where seve
pairs now occur during the breeding season. Nests found ther
were situated in birch saplings from five to twelve feet above th
. ground.

*HERMIT THRUSH. The beautiful song of the He
Thrush is familiar to all on the island who are bird consciou
This species is more frequently found in mixed deciduous-con]
ferous woodland than in the dense spruce woods favored
Swainson’s Thrush, and is numerous on the burnt lands.
song period lasts well into August, although the Hermit is no
often heard as late as this. The nests with their immaculat@here there are extensive growths of conifers. Four nests have

bright blue eggs are situated on the ground, sometimes out Giheen found in recent years, situated well out on spruce branches
earshot of a singing male. They have been found from late Ma¥fom 8 to 40 feet above the ground.
until early September.

*SWAINSON’S THRUSH. The Swainson’s, or “Olive-bac :
Thrush” as it used ,to be called, is one of the common birds
Mt. Desert, where it frequents dense coniferous woodland. Oz

Kinglets
¢GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET. These tiny birds are
asily overlooked for they frequent deep spruce woods and their
inging, unlike that of the Ruby-crown, is very weak. Several of
¢ globular, mossy nests have been found l}ere, attac%xed to the
ranches of spruce trees at moderate and high elevations above
e ground. '

*RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET. Forty years ago far more
olden-crowned than Ruby-crowned Kinglets inhabited the
pruce woods of Mt. Desert in summer, but the latter is appar-
ntly the commoner of the two at the present time during this
eason. The loud warbling of the Ruby-crown, quite unlike the
eak voice of its relative, may be heard anywhere on the island

Waxwings

*CEDAR WAXWING. = Waxwings are abundant and con-
picucus summer residents of the more open areas on Mt. Desert.
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They are among the few birds of the island that often associate
in flocks. Their nests are situated at various elevations in trees,
and are frequently near houses or camps.

Starlings

*STARLING. The abundance of this introduced European -

species may in part be responsible for the rarity of Bluebirds on
Mt. Desert, for Starlings are apt to drive the latter from their
nesting holes. They occur in open country throughout the island.

Vireos

*SOLITARY VIRFEO. This is the vireo of coniferous wood- .

lands. It is readily distinguished from the Red-eye by having two
white wing-bars and a conspicuous white eye-ring. Like all vireos
it builds a pendent nest. In the case of the Solitary Vireo this is
usually situated at moderate elevations in evergreens, often in
cedars. The song is heard throughout the summer, and even in
early autumn.

*RED-EYED VIREO. Woodlands with much deciduous
growth, burnt lands, copses and villages are localities frequented
by the Red-eyed Vireo, one of the commonest birds of the island.
Like the previous species the Red-eye may be heard singing until
late in summer.

Wood Warblers

I have observed 21 species of this family on Mt. Desert (includ-
ing nearby islands) during the breeding season. Three others that
have been reported from here in late spring and early summer,
the Pine Warbler, Prairie Warbler and Mourning Warbler, may
be occasional summer residents. The Pine Warbler nests not un-
commonly in pine woodlands in southern Maine, the Mourning
Warbler in bushy clearings in the northern part of the State.

*BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER. Woodland and moun-
tain slopes with considerable deciduous growth, burnt lands and
other extensive clearings are inhabited by this “creeping” warbler.
Two nests discovered near Southwest Harbor were on the ground
in overgrown clearings, one of these concealed under an old
cedar stump.

TENNESSEE WARBLER. Perhaps the best locality for the

Tennessee Warbler on Mt. Desert is among the larch or “hack-
matack” thickets bordering Marshall Brook a short distance above
its mouth where it enters Bass Harbor Marsh. It is also apt to be

found in forest clearings near Ship Harbor where a female was
observed carrying food. At Schoodic Point on the nearby main-
land ten singing males were once reported in mid July.

*NASHVILLE WARBLER. Clearings bordered by clusters of
gray birch are favored by this warbler, one of the shyest of its
family. Its characteristic song is often heard on sunny mountain
slopes as well as in low country. The only nest recorded from
Mt. Desert was well hidden among bunchberries bordering the
“Wonderland” road near Ship Harbor.

*PARULA WARBLER. The Parula is the smallest of our
warblers, and unlike others of this family the female is notice-
ably smaller than the male. It occurs wherever the greygreen,
moss-like lichen Usnea festoons the trees. In this the bird builds
its nest, and appears to be remarkably successful in rearing its
voung. Nests found on Mt. Desert were situated from 4 to 50
feet above the ground, usually in evergreens.

*YELLOW WARBLER. Unlike other warblers this brightly
colored species is chiefly a bird of small towns and villages in
Maine. It also inhabits alder thickets and roadside shrubbery
and has been found nesting near Ship Harbor. Yellow Warblers
often nest close to houses, a lilac bush or thicket of meadowsweet
offering suitable sites.

*MAGNOLIA WARBLER. This beautiful warbler is wide-
spread in the woods of Mt. Desert, where its sprightly singing
is heard in June and July, Magnolia Warblers choose areas
where there are thickets of young spruce and fir in which the
flimsy nests are built. These are usually below 4 feet above the
ground, but at times as high as 12 feet.

*CAPE MAY WARBLER. Occasionally the Cape May is a
fairly common summer resident on Mt. Desert, but it is usually
very rare or absent. During the past 40 years the late “thirties”
was the best period for these warblers. They should be looked
for in stands of tall spruce not far from the sea. In 1936 a nest
with 6 eggs was found at the top of a red spruce west of Ship
Harbor. This was the first nest record of this species from the
United States, and is still the southernmost.

¥MYRTLE WARBLER. The Myrtle is a hardy warbler,
reaching us earlier in spring and departing later in fall than any
other species of the family. In May its sleighbell-like jingle is
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heard béfore other warblers have reached the island. Myrtle
Warblers occur in lowland woods as well as on mountains and
on the burnt lands. Their featherlined nests have been found
in spruce, firs, cedar and larch, from 3 to 40 feet above the
ground. One on the border of Long Pond contained eggs as
early as May 23.

*BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER. Rather dry wood-
land with an admixture of coniferous and deciduous growth is *

the habitat of this warbler, which is apt to occur in scattered
“colonies.” Look for it near the trails along the lower slopes of
Beech Mountain. Here several nests have been found, all situated
in clumps of little spruces within two feet of the ground. These
are comparatively bulky and are constructed largely of strips of
bark, S

*BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER. This is one of -
the commonest summer residents of the island, and is certainly -

the most abundant in the spruce woods. A familiar song here is
a drawling zee-zee-didi-ze, a lovely, soothing sound on warm early
summer days. Nests have been found in evergreens from 2 to 30
feet above the ground. '

*BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER. The beautiful Blackburnian
Warbler appears to have increased as a summer resident on Mt
Desert. It is a bird of high spruce and hemlock where its wiry
song will be heard by those with unimpaired hearing. Nests found
on the island have been from 30 to 50 feet above the ground

near the ends of spruce limbs, not close to the trunk as are those .

of the Cape May.

*CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER. Scrub-covered clearings,
alder swales, roadside thickets and, in particular, the burnt lands |

are favored by this warbler, a bird that has increased on Mt.

Desert since the great fire. It has been found nesting among .

alders and in Spiraea.

*BAY-BREASTED WARBLER. Dense spruce woods, as those «
bordering the Bass Harbor Lighthouse road, at the northern end .

of Long Pond, and on the lower slopes of Asticou Hill near
Northeast Harbor, are localities inhabitated by this warbler. In

such environment one may hear the lisping, nondescript song of

the Bay-breast. Many of the relatively bulky nests have been
found on Mt, Desert. These were situated between 15 and 40 feet
.above the ground well out on branches of spruces and firs.

*BLACKPOLL WARBLER. A few Blackpolls nest regularly
on the Duck Islands, and they have been reported from Isle-au-
Haut, Great Cranberry Island, and on one occasion at Ship
Harbor in July. They do not occur elsewhere in summer in the
vicinity of Mt. Desert, except perhaps on some other small
wooded islands such as outer Long Island. A nest discovered on
Little Duck was located in a white spruce 33 feet above the
ground, an unusually high elevation for this species.

*PALM WARBLER. The sphagnum bog near Ship Harbor,
known as the “Big Heath”, is the only locality on the island
where this warbler breeds. Here a few pairs occur every year,
and several nests have been found embedded in the sphagnum
and reindeer moss. As the season progresses the Palm Warbler is
occasionally seen in swampy areas a short distance from the true

bog.

*OVENBIRD, Largely deciduous woodland in the lowlands is
the habitat of Ovenbirds. The domed nests, situated on the
ground, have been found on both sides of the island, but not as
yet in the Ship Harbor area.

NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH. Of the 21 warblers that
I regard as summer residents the Northern Waterthrush is per-
haps the least apt to be seen here during the breeding season,
and it is possible that it does not nest on Mt. Desert. The species
is not uncommon during migration in spring and late summer.
The best locilities for waterthrushes are beaver flowages and
alder swamps near fresh ‘water. On the mainland they occur
regularly on the borders of Branch Lake, and one cannot fail
to hear in early June their loud and attractive song in the dense
swamps that surround the Bangor Bog.

*YELLOWTHROAT. This is one of the most common and
widespread warblers of the island, frequenting thickets, swampy
places and the burnt lands. The songs of Yellowthroats here-
abouts are loud and often five-syllabled. The nests are built in
shrubbery or weeds close to the ground.

*WILSON’S WARBLER. The Ship Harbor area is one of the
few localities on the island inhabited by the Wilson’s Warbler.
Elsewhere it has been found in alder swales and on burnt lands.
Singing males may be heard either at the head of Ship Harbor
or among the larch on the: swampy ground within a mile north-
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east of that point. At the latter location a nest was discovered at
the base of an alder near the main road. On the nearby mainland
there has for many years been a small colony bordering the
highway 1.5 miles east of the junation of routes 1 and 3 at
Ellsworth.

*CANADA WARBLER. This pretty warbler, with the black
“necklace” across its yellow breast, inhabits mosquito-infested
swamps and fern-carpeted woodlands, environments also favored
by the Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. The only nest that has been
reported from Mt. Desert was situated several inches above the
ground in a thick clump of little firs beside the path to “The
Bowl”. Both the Canada and Wilson’s Warbler are common in
“the swamps that surround the Bangor Bog.

*AMERICAN REDSTART. This is the most abundant
warbler on Mt. Desert and is virtually ubiquitous, but is found
for the most part in deciduous growth. Nests are usually at
moderate elevations above the ground, but occasionally as low
as three feet. A birch is often selected for this purpose.

Weaver Finches

*HOUSE SPARROW. Few House Sparrows occur on Mt.

_ Desert, but they are numerous in Bar Harbor. Elsewhere, in-

dividuals may be seen at Southwest Harbor and Somesville and
near the docks at Bass Harbor.

‘Meadowlarks, Blackbirds and Orioles

The Rusty Blackbird may occasionally summer on Mt. Desert,
where it is often seen in spring and early fall. In Hancock -

County it occurs sparingly during the breeding season along the
upper reaches of the Narraguagus River.

*BOBOLINK. The best locality for Bobolinks on the island

is the Emery District. Elsewhere they should be sought wherever
there are open meadows. The nests are well hidden in the grass

and are difficult to find.

*EASTERN MEADOWLARK. Few Meadowlarks summer on

Mt. Desert Island. Most of these are in the Emery District where
there are extensive open fields. Elsewhere they may be en-
countered near Bar Harbor, and on Town Hill. Nests have been
found in northeastern Mt. Desert.
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*RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD. Freshwater swamps and bushy
borders of lakes or ponds are where we find Redwings. They nest
in shrubs and cat-tails in the wetter places, but wander far afield
when foraging for food.

*BALTIMORE ORIOLE. Probably not more than half a
dozen pairs of these beautiful birds ever summer on Mt. Desert,
where they occur for the most part in villages on the north-
eastern side of the island. A pair is often present among the elms
at Hull’s Cove, and its nest has been found there and in South-
west Harbor. On the mainland Baltimore Orioles breed regularly
in Ellsworth.

*COMMON GRACKLE. During the past 20 years grackles
have shown a decided increase in numbers on Mt. Desert and are
now common in summer. They may be seen at Bar Harbor,
Somesville, Southwest Harbor and Bass Harbor, and about ponds
and beaver flowages. The nests are usually situated in evergreens,
but some are in shrubbery bordering ponds at or near water

level, and several have been found in boxes erected for the use
of Wood Ducks.

*BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD. With the exception of the
Red-winged Blackbird this is the commonest of its family on Mt.
Desert. Cowbirds should be looked for on open fields or lawns,
and are frequently observed close to farm buildings. Occasionally
they are found deep in the woods. Warblers and vireos are often
victimized by this parasitic species. .

Tanagers
SCARLET TANAGER. Few Scarlet Tangers are present on
Mt. Desert during the breeding season. They inhabit mainly
deciduous woodland and the burnt lands. In June, 1963, a pair
nested near Sieur de Monts Spring. Early in July the female was
observed with food in her bill, but the nest was not discovered.

Grosbeaks, Finches, Sparrows, and Buntings

Approximately 18 species of this family nest on Mt. Desert,
and one or two others may do so occasionally. The Pine Gros-

“"beak has been recorded in summer, and on September 7, 1911,

an adult male, female and 3 young were reported seen on the
island. The Vesper Sparrow is.evidently only a transient, but
occurs regularly as a summer resident on the extensive blueberry
fields in the vicinity of Georges Pond near Franklin.
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*ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK. This beautiful bird js
most apt to be seen on the eastern side of the island where it
frequents deciduous copses and the borders of woodland. The
vicinity of Sieur de Monts Spring is one of the best localities for
the species. A nest was found there in early June in a beech
sapling about ten feet above the ground.

INDIGO BUNTING. This is one of the birds that has in-
creased as a summer resident on Mt Desert where it inhabits
the burnt lands, including the outskirts of Bar Harbor. Its nest,
which is situated in a shrub, has been found near Ellsworth, but
not as yet on any of the islands,

EVENING GROSBEAK. This large and strikingly colored
finch has since 1957 become established as a summer resident
along the Union River at Ellsworth. It first appeared during
summer on Mt. Desert in 1961, and has since heen present here
during this season, occurring chiefly in the vicinity of habitationg
where it is usually seen picking up grit by the roadside. Fledg-

lings have been reported at Ellsworth, but we have no evidence
of nesting on the island., : :

*PURPLE FINCH. Purple Finches are abundant on Mz,
Desert, and their pleasant warbling is sure to be heard in June
and July. They are widespread in distribution, but favor spruce
woods. ‘They are often seen near houses and readily come to
feeding stations. Nests have been found in spruce trees from 20
to 50 feet above the ground.

PINE SISKIN. Siskins may not summer here every year, but
during some seasons they are common. Favorable localities in-
clude Asticou, Southwest Harbor and the vicinity of Ship Harbor.
‘They have been reported feeding young and carrying nesting
material, but a nest has not been discovered on the island,

*AMERICAN GOLDFINCH. This canary-like finch is com-
mon on Mt, Desert, where it frequents villages and fairly open
country. Goldfinches are attracted to feeders, but less so it would

seem than Pine Siskins and Purple Finches. The nests are situ-
ated in shrubbery or trees,

RED CROSSBILL. From 1920 to 1940 this crossbill was ex-
tremely rare in summer on Mt. Desert, but since 1945 it has be-
come familiar to bird-watchers, Ocaasionally it is abundant, and
fledglings have been seen here as early as April. Although both
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i i 1ly one or the other

ssbills may be present on the island, usually her

:;roedominatel A good Red Crossbill year is a poor one for White
wings and vice-versa.

WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL. During some summers this
species is extraordinarily abundant on Mt Desert and lgm glle
smaller wooded islands. Crossbills frequent spruce woods, utf de
White-winged is less apt to be seen in the villages. Adults (zf(i
ing young have been observed, but a nest has not been recor ed
from the istand. They often breed in winter when the groun
is covered with snow.

*RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE. This is another of the .south-
ern birds that has been extending its range r.xor.thward. It is now
a regular and rather common summer resident on the burnt
lands. The only nest so far recorded was con?ea'l,led under l'a
small spruce on the rocky slope of “Paradise Hill” near Hull's
Cove.

*SAVANNAH SPARROW. Although not limited to boreal
regions during the breeding season, one associates this sparrow
with bleak and wind-swept northern shores as on the Gaspé
Peninsula and Magdalen Islands. It inhabits meadows, open bogs
and salt marshes, and is present on most of the smaller islands.

*SHARP-TAILED SPARROW. The only locality on Mt.
Desert where Sharp-tailed Sparrows are known to occur in sum-
mer is Bass Harbor Marsh. They frequent wetter terrain than
the Savannah Sparrows that also breed there. Usually they flush
close to one’s feet and fly but a short distance. The song of these
“Acadian” Sharp-tails is a wheezy cheeesuk. Nests with 4 or 5
eggs have been found here, well concealed in the marsh grass.

*SLATE-COLORED JUNCO. Every berd-watcher on Mt
Desert knows the Junco. Primarily it is a bird of clearings ar_ld
roadsides, and nests in gardens, at the sides ?f woodlgnd trails
and in upturned tree stumps. In 1962 a pair refurbished the
thrice-used nest of a White-throated Sparrow at Pretty Marsh.

*CHIPPING SPARROW. This familiar ) little sparrow is
seldom found far from habitations. It occurs in gardens, partic-
ularly on the eastern side of the island, as well as on t.he borde.rs
of fields in farming country. Nests are usually in vines or in
shrubbery near houses, but one near Salisbury Cove was situated
well out on a spruce limb about 30 feet above the ground.

25




FIELD SPARROW. Like the Towhee this is one of the
southern species that has become established as a summer resident
on Mt. Desert since the great fire, although there has been no
evidence of its nesting as yet. The Field Sparrow is often en-
countered between McFarland Mountain and Aunt Betty Pond.
Here we should listen for its plaintive trill, quite unlike the
song of any other species.

*WHITE-THROATED SPARROW. No bird voice is more
characteristic of Mt. Desert than the clear piping of the White-
throat. We hear it in the lowlands as well as on the mountain
tops, wherever there are clearings or other brush-covered open
spaces. In 1958, 1959 and 1961 a pair nested in a dense little
spruce about 18 inches above the ground and a few yards from
a Pretty Marsh camp. After the first year the birds utilized what
was left of the old nest. The usual site is on the ground.

*LINCOLN’S SPARROW. . The extensive sphagnum bog
near Ship Harbor known as the “Big Heath” is the only locality
on the island where Lincoln’s Sparrows are found in summer.
In early June the loud, bubbling song may be heard there, but
at most two or three singing males will be encountered. Although
adults feeding fledglings have on several occasions been observed,
not until June 23, 1966, was a nest (with four eggs) found on
the side of a sphagnum hummock near the center and in an open
part of this bog.

*SWAMP SPARROW. Freshwater swamps and bushy borders
of lakes and ponds are where one finds this sparrow. There are
many such places on Mt. Desert. The nest resembles that of the
Song Sparrow but is situated in a wetter Jocation.

#*SONG SPARROW. An abundant and familiar bird of vil-
lages and settlements, the Song Sparrow also occurs on the
borders of woodlands and ponds and on all of the small islands.
Occasionally it is encountered in a comparatively open area in
the heart of the forest,
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Addenda (June - July, 1967). Ring-necked Duck
(various ponds); Black-backed Three-toed Wood-
pecker (Black Woods and near Bubble Pond in
early July); House Wren (Somesville). Nests:
Killdeer (Hull’s Cove); Great Crested Flycatcher
(in dead tree stub near Sieur de Monts Spring);
Bank Swallow (colony at Hull’s Cove); Wood
Thrush (in cherry, maple and oak); Scarlet
‘Tanager (about 30 feet up on hemlock branch
near Sieur de Monts Spring); Lincoln’s Sparrow
(Big Heath). Fledgling Evening Grosbeak fed
ll)gﬁhadult female at Somesville in September,

7.




