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Fro~ the begi~ning of Euro~ean adventuring to the coast of i~ine 

to the Y08r 1900, t}-~e pral'"!ti8e of gat~lering in unlir.:ited n~:bers the 

0:: sea birds, U:!I'oughout the laying season ',',ras freely indulged i; 

The passage of abol:tt three centuries of eGG gathering, 8o!:':loined 

with ~ore or less other farES of destruction, carried on at ~ill, had 

orought the sea birds to a low level of abundance. :Cuffins had been 

greatly reduced in numbers and restricted in r2nge; black gu111er.lOts 

~ere confined to ~bout a dozen of the more distant islends and ledges! 

cOr!"':.orants had ceased tD breed, and but few rem.ained through, the 

Su:';:r:ers; e ide r ducks, c:lhich had ne sted as far we st as l:usc ongus Bay 

down to the fifth decade of the last century, had been driven eastwarC 

fror:r their s!!1aller colonies to Penobscot Bay, which r1ar~-::ed the western 

liI'}i t of their breedi~1g ranee. until quite l''3cently; terns, slightly 

more numeTou.s, were scattered in about seventy colonies, none of them 

very populous, from the Isles of Shoals eastvlard to Eachias Bay. 

During the eig:bh and ninth decades of the nineteenth century, an 

extensive killing of terns on the~r breeding grounds took place, "flhich 

brous.-l1t most of the lareer and niddle sized colonies to a close. 

Late in the ninth decade of that century an'extensive de~and for 

the plQ~age of gulls brought these birds to a very low ebb of nu~bers, 

and terr.:inated several of their i!~"portant rookeries. 

The year of 1899 ~arked the potential extirpation of both gulls 

a~ld terns as vrell as other sea 'birds on the coast of 1:aine. ~nother 

year 0 t t".vo of de struct i on would na'V'e swe:at t}1e few re!7I.aining sea 

bi!'ds fro!:1 the ent ire coast of :,:ai ne. ~lsey ... che re on the At lant ic and 

Gulf coasts, t}1' q12·1Jshter had CalF on \'lith even 1.'1ore ap'!Jnl1ins result" 



'1'0 p;:,,:,v':;nt t:'l~ c!):.:Jlet'~ de,'jtruction of the fe":1 colonies of sea, y;. 

re~3h birds O~ these co~st8, uarticularly ttp gulls ~lld terns, the 

Thpyer ~und, amauntins· to J1400'~as r~ised, Rnd reade a7ai~Rble for use 

in t>:; SUY-:]'":9.2"' 0:;:" 1900. 'l}ds Eover:ent rapidly developed into tLe 

gyeat organizcttion no'." k;lO'I'm as Tl',e l,;ational Association of f..udubon 

Soci9ties, ":::-lich to d2.2', through its unceasinG work is :prepared to 

':fitness, "T1'Jat in a ~or.,ent of enthusiasr.1, might be called a l"iraculous 

in'".!rease an6.~Teturn of the bird life, which but three decades ago 

lung lo~ in the balance of existance. 

Tl-:i s ne",".' ende avor, in 1900 '::as -!Jegun through an extens i ve 

corres-pondence ":,ith ornithologists, Life Saving Stations, Li[")lt house 

Keepers R~d others. hlong the 1319 rni1esof' the coast of Uaine, but 

t'.7enty-eight colonies of gulls and terns, ;'7ith a small total of 

about 9:000 gulls and fewer terns, could be found. From their widely 

se~)arated. and isolated 10cB:tions, tl:.e great stretch of the coast ~nd 

r.:~rsh to receive attenti~n, and the limited fund, it was found 

practicable to guard but thirteen of the Eaine colonies, at that'tin:e. 

The founc1.(~rs of ,this great '.'lork, posessed of much fore-sight 

laid er::-::ohasis on tbree great nrinciples for the future; 1. h:r:ediate 

guarding of the nesting places of the birds; 2. the adoption over the 

U~lited States of adequate laws for the protection of the birds, and 3. 

a vli de 8pread caY:".paign of eauca tion on the inportance of bird life to 

r:an. 

?or the first year the ~ork of guarding the colonies was 

• 
ncc:onDlished through the anti-tres"ass laVIS, put into effect through 

th2 hearty coou~~ation of the O"nlerS of the sev9ral islanas protected. 

Tte l~ine le~is1Rture of IJOl, also coo~er~ted ~ith the ~ork by 

uas8i;;:~ the "I-:odel L2.w" so called. The result of these two r.:easures, 
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nrot'3ction of non-gc:u::e biTds, ':!CiS ~'~o3t pror,:ising fron the firBt. 

An extensive i~l:"pection of the 80ast carried out in the SULr:er of 

1903, brought to liGht thrity-t'.7o colonies of gulls :,mG. terns; 

severe.l of the tern colonies were new, 2nd. due to the protection recei 

tl":rou:;:n the Thayer }?und <'nd the events which hRd fol',o'.'led in its ',"la}:e. 

A (}eTI sus ID8.de at the san'le tine reported about 14 c.ol onie s of He rr ing 

Gulls; 18 colonie s wi th about 6,500 COI"'J':lon. and arc tic terns; ~ol onie s 

"ti th C't"-Jout 20 eider ducks; 11 colonies '~'lith about 1:~5 black 

guille~ots, 2 colonies of puffins and about 15 colonies of Leach's 

'Oetrels,' 'ooth of the latter ':lit:) undeterrdned nUMbers. There 'sere also 

t'.'IO groups of non-breeding double-crested Cor?'!Orants, nUY!lberine about 

75 birds now roosting for the SUrmler. 

At the terr:lination of the first decade of the vIOrk of the 

Association, 1900-1910, t~e locations of the (}olonies had ~h~need but 

very 1 it tIe '.'lh i Ie the ir populat ions had reacl1e d large neaSUl'e s of 

abundance, ?nd Dre~ared the way for a general overflow and an 

extensi-ve adjustr::ent of terri tory aL'long the sper;ies. 

The gull s nUl~ber ing about 22,000 ";,18re all' ne sting on ~he outer 

islands, ~ur.h of the food of the 8olonies was obtained alonG s;18.110';, s 

shore s !'md harbor s, five t a fifteen nile s di ate.nt. Yo:mg birds of' .. 
'Pre -nu'8t ial age s al so feeding r,t the sarle harbors, found re s tine place : 

near by, :'.nd finding themselves secure frOM eolestation tbere beca.r.:e 

strongly attached to th"se resting 1)lRces. On reachin8 !'1aturity, sor::e 

of th.:;se resorts becar:e breeding places, ancl nO';1 ir-.port2.nt colonies • 

. Terns r.w::"je!'ed about I?, 000 Fnd sone .of them had already 1Jecun nOYing 

int 0 the bays C'.nd re occupying nU!:lbers of the ir' old 'Ore e dine place s. 

The sense 0: se~urity s~~o';m by tl:ese relo(}ated eu,lls and terns soon 

. The der.c'lde of 19l0-19:~0 found the herring gulls enlarging their 
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:,:2. qSa~nU~~e t t s. Continually inC!reas ing 1'.nd reo uirinG r~ore terr it ory 
('.- \ 

then o~cunied by terns, for~ing 

t~~~ latter to ~ind sEaller breedin~ ,laces even nearer t~e ~~inland, 

'.7!l:;re ~hey "'rere o:-ought into closer 80ntact with su~h rmtural ener:ies 

RS 0rO','!fJ, ;:lnks ::"::ld bro'In r2.ts. 

Terns in ~aine hAve no doubt reached &nd pa8sed the clicax of 

favorC'))le breedini:~ nondi tions and. abundance. 

Durin~ this decnde, other steps of great iM~ortance in the 

~onser78.tion of bird life erne into full effect. In 1913 a statute 

'.78.S e:n£tcted by ~ongre ss, generally knovm as the "li'ederal Law", placing 

the 0'-'lener:3hip of all migratory birds in the nation, rather than in 

various states or sections thereof, as had formerly b~en held. 

This ~~8 fo~lowed by a code of regulations for the hunting of wild 

fowl, ~1ereby ~lo8ed seasons were established prohibiting the hunting 

of Rll J"ligratory birds in spring. During the period of litigation 

'.'Thich follol'1ed this "ltep on the·part of Congress, the populace had 

time to grow into a general state of apDr~val of the wisdOM of the 

act, and by the tiEe the said ownership hRd been fully established 

through the conclusion of the l.Iigratory Bird Treaty 'with Great Britain 

its popular acceptance had been largely acco~plished. 

-./hile the benefit to rligrants on their journeys in spring was 

i!~~:.ediRte ,. the re€!,ula tion of the hunting season had other far reaching 

pnd hi~11y beneficial results, perhaps not fully anticipated at that 

t irr.e. Gulls, terns, ~orr:~orant s, eider ducks 2.nd perha:.os .0 the r spe cie s 

concerned, require ~rorn two to four years to reach full Maturity. It 

follo~7S, t:!1at lar8e numbers of pre-nuptial birds of various species 

!:ust ':lass fror~ one to se~rerfll seasons in acnuirinO' ~'rhat is nothinO' 
• f..> c> 
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st-o nf out r-:o:;t pror.inently. 

Under the conditions of safety brought about about by/spring 

protection, these young birds l:ave fu2.1 o})~")ortuni ty to choose sW'J'ler 

resorts I?_nd form str<>,ng territ'orial attachr':le-nts in sections where the;y 
".~,-

would have been driven away under the former regime, and in some cases 

fro:-1 "Thich their elders had been expelled largely through spring 

shooting. 

Further!~ore , gulls of ,the larger species may be reagrded as the 
0""" 

watch dogs of the sea fowl cor:Y:lUl1it.ies; their keen vision,- high degree 

of inte II igen<;.e~. the ir, ~ocial habits and the ir lofty flight enable 

them to detect every intruder in their domain. Every object of a 

suspicious or dreaded nature is an object' of widespread alarm. ';lhere 

these vigilant guardians of avian safety are in repose, there all 

associated wild fowl feel a sense of security and assurance. 

There can be no doubt, that throu~~ making the entire land a 

great refuge for spring migrants , and the return of large nmnbers of 

gulls, has had a most potent influence in bringinG back eider ducks, 

double-crested cormorants, great black-backed gulls and razor-billed 

auks to the coast of l:aine. 

The following remarks-are intended to sho,', definitely the 

conditions of the sea birds breeding on the coast, as we witnessed 

them this season, cOI'lpared with the conditions which existed when the 

work begari. The field notes of the journey, represented in a 

chronolcgical order given in another section of this report. 

?ratercula arctica: Puffin; Sea 2arrot. 

At rt time sliGhtly previous to 1900, colonies of puffins 

h:;> d 'hee n dri v'en fr om the ESC Rocks in :,.usC! O!lgUS 3ay Hnd fron 
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Latinicus Seal Island. A few pairs had been saved at Latinicus Hock, 

through the zeal of a former Light Keeper, Capt. \7illian Grant. l'hese 

hFive iner aAed considerably; the well known colony at Lachias ;:.}eal 

Island continues to thrive. The date of our inspection June 24 ~as 

just before hatchin~ took place; very few nuffins were flyihJ about 

the island. 

Ce'Dnhus ~~rylle ?Tv1ae 
L( '* Sea Pigeon; Black Guillemot. 

This suecies has not been known to have bred west of the ·.1estern 

Egg Rock in l:uscongus Bay, nor have the birds been driven from that 

vicinity. In 1903, this species was found breeding at 14 islands and 

ledges, with a probable population of 150 birds. The inspection of 

1931 found the sea pigeon breeding at 24 islands and ledges with a 

population of about 600 birds. 

Raiar-billed Auk. 

This specie's has casually bred at several points along the l::aine 

coast ';'lest '0:6 J':uscongus Bay. None Vlere found on any ins"lection···-cif the 

Association in ~aine until 1911 when Dr. T. Gilbert Peareson and 

NortonsaYl one adult, bird at },:achias Seal ISland. At the present time 

.h8.lf a dozen or 1'::ore were seen at that island, 'where they were seen 

all SlL~J'1er, and probably are breeding. 

Oceanodroma leucorhoa leucorhoa : Leach's Eetrel. -......------
No census of these birds has been nade; such a census would involv: 

several -:reeks of .observation conducted on !'lOonlight· ni 6hts, owing to 

the noctural habits of the birds, and the fact tha~ their nests are 

placed in holes in the earth, often well hidden by rank masses of 

vegetation, in dark pcu'3sages aMong piles of bowlders where tr~ere is 

no visible evidence of nesting, under logs, stu."1PS Flnd in woods where 

t:heir discovery is a tir.:e consur:ing task. Occupied nests were found 

on 12 islands, ':1!1ile 7 others were probably tenanted, though landinGs 
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on the days of our visits uere i~possible owing to heavy surf. 

Larse colonies still exist on ~achias Seal Island, Little and 

l.ireat Duck ISlands ".TId l:atinicus Seal Island. Lii;ht keepers at l::achias 

Seal Island, Great Duck IslRnd [~,nd l:etinicus Rock, all expreHsed the 

belief that this ~-)pe(:ics is le~~s rlUr.1eJ'OllS this year than in other r 

reGent seasons. 

Laru~ :m8,rinu~s..~ Great 31ack-bs.cJ~e d Gull. 

::?or ma...'ly yes.rs this has been regarded as only a y:.oderRtely 

comr:lon "linter resident on the coast of L:aine. About 1905i twas observ 

tha t considerable numbers iHere passing the sU!:JL'ler on soy-.e of the 

outer islands. Since that time the bird has been a regular sojurner 

at various :places. It vras found. t)reeding this year by us in its 

characteristic manner of one or tYro pairs, from Cutler to 13rist,ol. 

Proof of its breeding was f00nd at eight islands with strong probabili' 

of breeding at five other islands. It ar.roears to breed about tyro weeks 

earlier than Larus ar~entatus. 
, 

Larus !3,rr-entat~.s ,smi thsonianus: Herring Gull. 

'.ve found this speoies breeding in numbers ranging from 25 to 

8,000 birds at 77 islands. It is by far the most abundant species on 

the coast. 

Larus c1tricmlla: Laughing Gull. 

During the period 1870-1880 a few small colonies of/this ~ttracti~ 

gull or.cupied a nUI!1be r of off shore islands in Cas co ::2..ay, l:uscongus 
. I 

~i~ Bay and Penobscot Bay. In 1900 a single group numbering about four 

pairs of breeding birds with about 50 non-breeding associates remained 

Under protection they increased at one of their stroncholds in 

liJ,r :!:usconr;us Bay. About 1920-1923 herrinr; Gulls bec:anto encroach upon. 
\11' ~ , 

\\;t:" at breedine place, ~:ith the result +he-t this species 110ved to another 
A~' ,:,:~ [/ . ~ , 
(l," old !'e sort or bre eding pIe. ce in .Pe nobscot 3ay, '.'lhe re they noVl nu.r:;.ber 

\ 
about 3CO. 
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: Co~.:r:ori Tern. 

'I" is tern forr-,erl:: bred. in nur:.bers all alone the (!oast of l.~'line 

\':herever off shore isLnds suited to t}leir needs existed. At times 

fr8!'1 lEse to 1296 extensive shootinG took place a.r::ong the le.rger and 

!ediw:;. si~,ed colonies: t:-ds resulted in reducine the tern colonies 

co~uoeed of this and the next species fro~ a~out 70 colonies of 

early years to 16 colonies in 1900. Colonies and their populations 

increased until 1919 ,ilien the he~ring gulls began encroaching heavily 

upon their nesting places, with the result that the terns have been 
• 

f" 't 19 l' t'" 1 t ~ a'oout 1!=>00 b';rds. '"'l'he total con~ lnea 0 _ co on1es, 11e arges or _ .... 

populati on of cor.J':.on terns on the coas.t of l:ai ne thi s year is about 

7,380 birds. 

Sterna uaradis~a: Arctic Tern. 
----.-~---

Arctic terns have alvlays shown a pronounced preference for the 

outerr;ost islands of the coast, a condition which prevails today. 

The present population of this snecies on the l:aine coast is about 
r - ~ 

7,400 birds which OCCHPY 6 islands. 

Sterna dop-galli: Poseate Tern. 

A fei'! roseate terns ':lere to be found: among the colonies of 

COY:IElon terns east to Knox County in early years. They appear to be 

increasing in :.:aine at Pre sent, though no ne sting birds of this 

species 'were found east <?f the Kennebec River. Three colonies 

shoVling a population of about 550 birds, the lare;est showing about 

400 birds was found. C. F. Jackson reports a small colony at Londoner's 

Island, Isles of Shoals jW'lt over the state line in }~ew Hal"1})shire. 

See Jackson and Allen Auk 1931, Vol 47, p. 18. 

Fhalc,crocorax auritus auritus: Double-crested Corno:tant. 

A few con~orants of this species nested on 31ack Horse Ledge in 

Jericc Bay, v,'herp. they had been reduced to two breeding pairs in 1896. 
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Thia see~s to have been th~ last nestine there. A few of the non­
/' 
b:::,ef!(~in[; bire.s rer.ained on the coast, all sur.:r.:er, "roosting" at points 

in Penobscot Bay, Black Horse in Jericho :Bay, Black Rock, Jordan's 

De ligh t 2r:d Shipstern in :~arraguagas l~ay and at Pulpi t Rock in 1.::achi2.8 

Bay. Careful search at these places at various tines, revealed no 

nests, e:nd hone were reported nesting anyv!here by ,vell inforn::.ed coast 

sear,:en. Since 1916 the nUr.lber of SUY"'J'.:er soj ourners has increased at 

several of the 'Jlaces nar~ed, '}:hileothers have :moved away to join 

them. 

This summer we found five nesting places of this species, the 

Inrgest colony, nesting in dead trees, nur.'1bering aljout 1,000 birds. 
-

These birds' "\7e are reliably informed began nesting about five years 

ago. All of the others were nesting on rocks; the breeding population 

of this species is about 1,700 birds • 

. SOrl:ateri8. dresseri: American Eider. 

In early years this species nested at various points along the 

1(ai ne coast west to the Egg Rocks in l:us.congus Bay. In 1900 none of 

the birds were found or reported~ In 19b3 two nesting places were r 

reported with about 21 birds. The eggs of this species are prized abov' 

those of gulls and other sea birds, by epicures, and oologists, and 

the te~ptation to try raising the young ducks has been strong. These 

factors, and spring shooting of sea fOYfl :r.::.ade gain in numbers slow, 

and' any slight increase was soon lost. The protection extended to this 

species at 8.11 seasons, with the general protection of all migratory 

water fowl in Spring has begun to show results of a very helpful nature 

',Tfe saw 166 ~iders bet\7een Cutler B.nd 1:etinic, and found nests 

on six islands or ledges; a few groups of eiders were found at other 

old breeding places ":here ',"7e failed to find nests, making ~he total 

number of 18l8.l1ds still resorted to in SUT:r:er by this species 17. 

Eroods of young on the water with parents nu.":!bered 25. 
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ArdeCl herodia8 l"'.erodias: Great Blue Heron. 

Great Blue Herons V18re found v/ell dif'tributed along the coast; 

VIe visited six colonies of from 40 to 200 birds. These great birds 

seeE. at 811 t iP.le s· Hnd place s to feel a sense of hleple SSlle ss, 

shrieking in tones of distress at the plunges of ospreys or other ~ 

birds, and on approaching their nesting places flying close to the 

tree tops, where they are not visible from any distance. They are :h 

a continual state of alarm, sounding warning notes which silence tIt: e 

young, on hearing any sound in the woods. Lumbering operations, wind 

s tor:r:lS in ",!inter ',vhich prostate the ir ne s tine tree s, and act ive 

'enemies of an unknovm nature preying upon the young, make their tenure=:: 

of territory most uncertain. Large colonies may spring up,in secluded 

places, to be routed and broken into s'maller cO.'lonies in a fe .... v years. 

This seems to be the regular order of their lives. The location of 

these ne'.v colonies is time consuming in the extreme. In the larger 

colonies which we found, there were usually entire broods of fledged 

young, not quite able to fly, found dead on the ground, t~eir bodies 

whilly or partly eaten on the spot. The young of this species seem' 

much less able to climb about the branches than are the young of the 

next species. ~ith nests usually placed on the top of dead trees, the 

young herons have little op':)ortuni ty of developing their climbing 

propensities, or of escaping from the swoop of a real or imagined 

ene~y. The empty nests with the young birds' bodies lying on the 

ground seemed to us to have been vacated in moments of panic; in 

such moments the young herons might leap from their nests and fRll 

to the ground where they would be at the mercy of minks and in some 

locations of skunks and faxes. 

Judging from the n1..lrlber c~nd general distribution of the adults 

Been along the coast, it would seem that there must be several colonie: 
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cf so~e size still unlocated by us. The Great Blue Heron shows a marke( 

increase since 1900. 

: Black-crowned ~ight Heron. 
" 

'.7e 58.W but one colony of :'Ught Herons, that on Little Duck 

Island, ,','here VTe saVl about 75 nests in low spruce trees. This heron 

conce8) .. s its ne st s arlong the branche s we 11 down from the crown of the 

trees in vlhich they are placed. The young, as soon as they are featherE 

clir::b very skillfully aEong the branches surrounding the nests, 

scattering widely at the approa.ch of any object they fear. 'iie saw no 

dead young herons at the nesting place of this species. Little Duck 

is owned by l::r. Benjamin W. Arnold of Albany, Hew York, who devotes 

it to the purpose of a bird sanctuary. 

Actitis rnacularia : Spotted Sandpiper. 

Spotted Sandpipers breed in single pairs at ,almost every is'land, 

and on the mainland at every considerable clearing of the entire coast. 

At some places there !~ay be a half a dozen VIell scattered pairs nestint;: 

This species shows none of the social tendencies of its relatives, at 

any season. 

Pandion haliaetus carolinensis : Osprey; Fish Hawk. 

Ospreys seem to be increasing on the coast of Maine. Vie saw 

nests at many points, all the way from Cutler to Casco Bay. In some 

cases there were small colonies of about a half dozen pairs. The nests 

placed on navigation spindles, dead and living trees, on rocks and 

even on the ground. One or more nests w~re usually to be found in the 

ir.x~ediate vicinity of the colonies of Great Blue Herons, where the 
Ospreys were constantly watching the ~ove~ents of the herons with 
zealous eyes, giving chase to every heron crpssing some point regarded 
to near to the osprey's ho~e. The Osprey lunged savaGely at such 
luckless .birds; though vIe have seen this happen many ti~es, we have 
never seen an Osprey strike a Heron; yet the latter is filled with 
terror, shrieking piteously at these thrusts. 



P.e cords of ;too,: rt J? AIle n and .~.rth '..lr If. 1Iort on June 23- July 
14,1931. 3ro!'l unpublished report to :r?.tional Auduoon ~:)ociety. 

l~acrl i~l s Seal If?lf'.:.!ld. June 24, 1931. '?uffins ne s t in Great nur.1bers. 

:~etinicus Rock July 6, 1931 

July 6, 1931 

Only eggs were seen and little of 
the birds -::las seen at that t b:e. 

A few nesting. 

Probably nesting. Feathers seen at 
the entrance of a burrow • 

.. 

~azor-b~lled Auk~ 

June 24, 1931. Small flock nest 1ng 



:-estini"':' lslcl.nds And renords o'~ jHar.y. GuLl Jenots alonr; the Laine Coast. 
by Hobert ? f~llen r.Dd Artl'Juy' H. :~orton. June ~;~:)- July 14, 1931. 
Fro~r. unnublished lleport to th·~ j'-udubo!! ooeiety. 

J'Clchias 3e2.1 Island. June 24, 1931. :;'Tu~l1bers nesting 

Pu1uit Rock June 25, 1931. l~ny nesting. 3irds flew from nests on 
rocky sides of isl~nd. 

Free~an Rock. June 26, 1931. Two pairs seen. 

Jordan's Delip:h!. June 27, 1931. Birds nestine" l?ound one egg. 

J.ronbound Island off !~t. De sert. June 28, 1931. 25 seen flying to 
and from the ledges. 

~itt1e Duck Island. 57 counted June 30, 1931. Une egg found. One 
bird behf~ved as ifi t had young. 

~jttle J.reen Island. June 30, 1931. A ntm:ber of Guil1emots seen. 

;-~ig Green Island. (Swan's Island) June 30, 1931. 8 Gui11emots seen, 

June 30, 1931. A few Gui11emots. 

".. 'L ~ ~,.ason s euge. July 1, 1931. SeverRl Guille~ots. 

Black and 'fuite Horse Islands. July 1, 1931. 2' or 3 pairs Guillemots 

!~;arb1ehead Island •. July 5, 1931. At least 2 pairs nesting. Downy 
young seen. 

I~itt1e Green Island. July 5, 1931. lresting. 

Eetinicu~ Rock. July 5, 1931. Large numbers seen as island appro 
llany nests and eggs seen. 

'rwo 3ush Island. July 5, 1931. S.ome observed. 

No 1:an's Lanq. July 6, 1931. & Gui11el:1ots seen and a large bunch 
which could not be counted. 

J"itt1e 3rim.sto ... :'1.~ •• July 7, 1931. Two seen off island. 

'}e sterOn :Sg~ Rock. July 12, 1931. A few Guillemots nest. 

Eetinic qr.~_en Island. July 12, 1931. 40 nesting. 

July 12, 1931. 12 Guil1e~ots nesting. 

, 
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Leach's Petrel 

:~estinr: i81ends c;nd reco!'ds of l~eacr:' s Petrel along the :':air.'~ 
COast by Robert P ..... Ulan n.nd Arthur 11. Norton June 23-July 1'~, 
1931 ~'rom unpublished }{eport to the Hat. Aud. Soc. 

Vachias 3eal Island. June 24, 1931. Lany nesting, 1 nest and egg obsf 

Gre at Duck Island. JunA 30, 1931. l:ore nur.lerous tr.an else,'tl-_ere wi tr: 
the exception of l=achias Seal Island 

Little Duck Island. June 30, 1931. ~any nesting in open places and 
in the spruce woods. 

June 30, 1931. A nur!lber of burrow's seen. 

John's Island. J~ne 30, 1931. A few ~etrels nesting. 

Little Green 131and. July 5, 1931. Petrels nesting. 

Eetir.icus Rock. July 5, 1931. \Hlson's Petrels seen off Island. 

No ~ants Land. July 6, 1931. Extensive colony of petrels. 

Seal Islcmd. July 6, 1931. l:any Petrel burrovls. 

',Vestern Egg Roc}S. July 12, 1931 Petrels nesting 

Pumukin Island. July 13, 1931 Petrels probably nesting. 



31nc5-:-OB.cJce dGull 

=~stin~ isl~nds and records of the Black-backed Gull alon~ the 
Coast of ::a1ne by Robert .2. Allen pnd .-i.rt}lur H. iTorton June :23- July -, 
1931. 3ror: unpublished li.e!)ort to the lIational ...... udubon :3ociety. 

VOId 1,2.n Islan£,_ June 26, 1931. Several nesting 

June 26, 1931. Several seen. Adults seen feeding 
young. 

v3rothers Islands. June 26, 1931. Large numbers seen at least 2 pairs 
breeding. 

June 26, 1931. Several nesting 

Elat Island.June 26, 1931. Several seen. 

Ladle Island. June 27, 1931. Several roosting. 

·v Cone Islan~. June 27, 1931. Several nesting. Adults-seen feeding yg. 

~Hop Island. June 28, 1931. One seen. 

V-JJittle Duck Island.' June ,30, 1931. lrU1:lerousB.B. Gulls. 2 pairs with 
young. 

VEig Green Island (Swan's Island) June 30, 1931. One pair of B1ack­
backed Gulls nesting. 

vgarc1.neRd Island. July 2, 1931. One :pair nesting. Four young in 
juvenal plwnage seen. 

VSuoon Ledge.. July 2,1931 • .§. adults seen. 2 nests found. Two 
young seen in the water • 

./' Fisherman's I.;"i,;Land. July 5, 1931. -Several adults seen. lio nests 
identified. 

l=edrick Rock. July 7, 1931. 4 Black-backs seen. lTo nests found. 

Eurricane Island. July 9, 1931. 2 adults seen. 

/ Ye 110'.';' RidR;e. - July 9, 1931. 1 pair 3Iack-backs. One young ready 
to fly was found. 

Eastern E~g Rock. July 12, 1931 Five Black-backed Gulls roosting. 

Lon~ Ledg~ July 12,- 1931. 1 31ack-back seen at rest. 

/i:orth ','!hite Island July 13, 1931. One young 3lack-backed Gull was 
discovered, ond when hauled fron his hiding place 
he ran like fury t C'.nd 1e aping int a the surf c:.nd 
s\7i~-yinf~ far off shore. l:he ad u1 t s flew out to him 
and kept tr:e Eerring Gulls fror: the vicinity. 
This was the f~rtherest ~est record obtained ofN. 

Black Rocks. July 13, 1931. Two 3lack-backed Gulls roosting. 



t{ ," I' ..... 1· 11 7' ~ '1" ] ~ __ - _U-~~.~. 

Records of Hobert P. ~.llen and .... rthur H. ::-orton L,:.J:(; along the Coast 
0: i,:rtine, June :~3 - July 14, 1931. Jro::1 un:::)llolt3h~~d Heport made to the 
Xat iO!1C'.l A.udubon Societies. 

June 24-25, 1931. There '.7ere about 4,000 Herring 
,... ~ 1 + . , 1 t" 1 l t' '0 '1 l~f IJU..:.. S nesvJ.ng 1".....L over r:e J.S anc, on nv 0 U 

sides, deep in low hollo~s that ~ere choked ~ith 
VTeed ;J;ro':rt!l. and ar'lonG fallen spruce directly beneath 
the nests of the CorMorants. Bees a~d downy young 
were discovered. ~he Herring Gulls and Cormorants 
seem to get alonG together without difficulty, each 
being a !:latch for the other. . 

Double-headed S;10tS. June 25, 1931. ,There were about 5,000 Herring 
Gulls nesting there scc.ttered well over the island 
with nests of many kinds and forms 

Brothers Islands. June 25, 1'931. There Vlere about 2,000 Herring 
Gulls nesting 

Green I6 1 and" 

E~l";i t Ro ck 

""'r-8"'-n'8 R ' ~-J..lr.. 1... L.GCl"£._ 

~aO" Ro""k -OR" v. 

Flat Island. 

Cone Island. 

June 25, 1931. ',7e counted about 5no Herring Gulls 
nesting. 

June 25, 1931. Herring Gulls breeding. Of the 300 
Herring 9'ulls observed a few were nesting on the 
rocks near the nests of the Cormorants. 

June 26, 1931. ~e saw 100 Herring Gulls, a few gulls 
doubtless nest there. 

June 26, 1931. A. number of Herring Gulls were 
resting on the island. 

June 2£?, 1931. There were 40 Herring Gulls ne sting. 

June 27, 1931. There were about 200 Herring Gulls 
nesting_ 

June 27, 1931. There were 5,000 Herring Gulls 
, nesting 

Jordan's Delir1;ht June 27, 1931. Herring Gulls feeding. One Herring 
Gull 'lJaS found dead of a head inj ury that may have 

-, .... 

been done by a mink. 

June 29, 1931. ~e found so~e 700 Herring Gulls 
a very few of which \1ere 'nesting. ~'1e actually 
discovered three nests and one young bird, well 
grown, escaping into cover of heavy fern growth 

June 28, 1931. 600 Herring Gulls were nesting. 
Long ~orcu9ine, Ru~ l~y and Burnt ?orcupine anpear 
to b~ nerely roosting places. 

:Lit.tle Dur.k ·Is:!'2nd. June 30, ,1931. June 29, 1931. There is a great 
colony of about 8,000 Herrin,:" Gulls that ran9'e all 
over the is1::uid, nestinG ar'!o;;;; rocks, in the U dee'!) 
grass, f:nd far back ar~lid t:le shade of the heavy sprue 
s'::ruce. Captured an ad ul t in spruce for photograph. 



_H_F'..;;;.r..;;.;.r-.i __ n-,·~._!._·':;' u_l_l (c 0 n tin ue d ) 

Greet D~[:]: I818)1(1. June ?JO, 19?Jl. ·.Ie did not find a great nany Gulls 
and SUD~ose that many for~erly nesting on the 
island have taken up their hone-making activities 
on Little Duck. :fe est mated Herrinc Gulls as 
about 3,000. 

~ 

~-Little Green I!';12"nd. June 30, 1931. '.chere were about 200 HerrinG ~ull~' 
.. _-- nes ting, the younG well r;ro','tn 

.3ip; Green Island (Swan's Island) June 30, 1931. ~bout 300 Herring 
-- Gulls ~ere nesting 

~ron Isl,and. July 1, 1931. About 3,000 Herring GUlls breeding. 

,- t T d-.:. .. ason s .we t'~. July 1', 1931. .';''0 out 150 breeding Herring Gulls. 

July 1, 1931 A nUlnber of rest ing Herring Gulls. 

Snirit Le~~ July 1, 1931 .. Counted 130 breeding gulls. 

Gr~at Su:)on Islal}3,. July 1, 1931. About 1,500 Herrinf, Gulls nesting • 
. 

Little Snoon Island.July 1, 1931 •. About 1,200 Herring Gulls nesting. 

',711i te Led~. 

Green Lep.g~. 

July 1, 1931. 200 Herring Gulls nesting. 

July 1, 1931. 300 Herring Gulls. 
~ 

Lower !~~k Island. July 1, 1931. 1,500 Herrins Gulls nesting 100 were 
roosting on SaddJ"el)ack. 

~ow Island~ July 1, 1931. A few gulls nesting. 

Hard Head ISland.July 2, 1931. 50 Herring Gulls nesting. 

Bald Island. 

Shee''O Islanci. 

Do·gnfall .!.sland. 

D2,gger I,~land. 

Oak Island. 

3arred Island. 

5noon Ledr;es. 

l':ouse Island. 

Goose Isl2.l1d. 

Robi?1~on'8 Rock. 

July 2, 1931 300 Herring Gulls nesting 

July 2, 1931. 150 Herring Gulls nesting 

July 2, 1931 150 Herring Gulls nest ing. 

July 2, 1931. 150 Herring Gulls nesting 

July 2, 1931 150 Herring Gulls nest ing 

July 2, 1931 100 Herring Gulls -nest ing. 

July 2, 1931. 50 gulls, 6 Black-backs ne sting. 

July 2, 1931 200 Herring Gulls nest ing. 

July 2, 1931 50 HerrinG Gulls nesting-

July ') 1931. 50 Eerring Gulls breeding. _ .~ , 
---~h 'I --'- ~L..;;..e..;;;..r,,-,:"1;....8;.;..;.n~s,--~-=s;;..;1;;..:a;;.;n;.;..d:::-.. July 5, 1931. 1,000 nesting He rrine; Gulls • 

. /e found a lA.r;;e nm'10A r of young gull s dead and 
in Many nases torn to pienes as if by ravens or 
even gulls. 



Herr~n' Gull. (continued) 

l~rbl~head Rock. July 5, 1931 A few Herring Gulls were nesting on 
the ed£::e of the 6hag colony, and nany of the 
young ~ere all grown~ 

Gr~ led£:f... July 5, 1931. 100 Herring Gulls nesting 

'1>:;0 3ush Island. July 5, 1931. 100 Herring Gulls nesting. 
---p,-;.---

~--Ten Pound .-lsland. July 5, 1931. 1,000 Herring Gulls nesting 

Puddin;s Island. July 5, 1931. 150 Herring Gulls nest ing 

}To .. - t Lan s ~an£. July 5, *1931 2,000 Herring Gulls ne st ing. 

~~ald.:;r·.'!:::)Qd Island. July 6, 1931. 150 Herring Gulls nesting. 
@ 

,~11 Rock. July 11, 1931. 20 Herring Gulls nesting. 

Ross I3lan,£. July 12, 1931. 15 Herring Gulls nesting. 

"T t ,~ R ' :es ern ~gg .OCK. July 12, 1931. 400 Herring Gulls nesting. 

'ilreck Isla.nd July 12, 1931. 100 Herring Gulls ~sting. 

Jone's....Q~rden Island .. July- 12, 1931. 100 Herring Gulls nesting. 

July 12, 1931. 200 Herring Gulls nesting 

Old HU!~p' J,edpe. July 12, 1931. 75 Herring Gulls nesting. 

S:;lag :Le dp,e s. July 12, 1931 100 Herring Gulls roosting. 

~etinic Green Island. July 12, 1931. 2,500 Herring ~ul1s nesting. 

Hog Island and 'Ette :Tubbl~. July 12, '1931 500 Herr,ing Gulls nesting. 

~ttle it' 0" 
J-:J C2 P' Roq,t. July 12, 1931. 100 Herring Gulls n~sting. 

Shark Rock. July 12, 1931. 50 Herring Gulls nesting. 

Eastern '::;'1""P: 
~::.:... ~ Roc1~ .. July 12, 1931. 300 Herring Gulls breeding. 

Inner H;yuocrite Island. July 13, 1931. 30 Herring Gulls roosting 
and :probably 2 or 3 pairs nesting, as we saw 2 
downy young. 

Outer ~~ocrite Island. July 13, 1931. 100 Herring Gulls 50 of 
the~ breeding birds. 

:iorth~r!1 ':Vhi te Island •. July 13, 1931. 600 Herring Gulls breeding • 
.'Ie found a great many of the younG birds just 
beginning to fly. 

QOU7"(>O" r """'1" te lId '-' _H - ill 9_ an • July 13, 1931. A very few Herrirtg Gulls nesting. 

July 13, 1931. 3CO HerrinG Gulls ~'rere nesting. 
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~~INE TERN COLONIES IN 1885. 

Saco Bay. 

Bluff ioland. 

Casco Bay. 

Upper Green Islands, (2) • 

. 71est Brown Cow 

Lower Mark Island 

Inner Green Island 

Outer Green Island 

.rtink-of-pork 

Vlhi te Bull • 

Eastern Brown Cow. 

Heron Islands 

., Egg Rock. 

Bla.ck Aock 

(Damas cove island) 

Pumpkin F".nob 

F..y:pocri tes. 

Thrumbcap 

Shark Rock 

. Bas te rn Egg Rock 

L / Western Egg Rock 

Little Egg Rock 

Shag Ledges 

Phippaburgh. 

SheepscotBay and John's B~. 

Dr.T.M.Brewer reported a colony on this island 
(1884,WatreB1rds N.Am II,302). 

Muscongus Bay. 

Georges Islands. 

Sis tars. 



East Pemobacot Bay 

Mctinic Green 131and 

Little Green Ioland 

Big Green Island 
-------... 

13 is Two Bush (Ceased about l88~ ) 

Cl run Le dge s 

Garden Island 

MarbleheGd Island 

Fisherman's Island 

Little Hurrioane. 

Fox Islands; 
Medricl\: Rock 

. Green Ledses 

Green Island 
~-

Egg Rock 

Compass Island 

Grass Ledge 

Sloop Island Ledges 

Spoon Ledge 

Robinson's Rock 

Goose Island 

Mouse Island 

I J lIardhe ad 

Matinicus ~ock 
Wooden Ball 
Seal Island 

Matinicus Islands 

Ray Island 

Robert' s Iala""ld 

Little Br1mstones,(3) 



, i 

Little Spoon Island 

J3.iC jjpoon Island 

Green LedGe 

North Popplestone 

Sou thern Mark Island 

Hru.ibut Rocks 
r 

Saddleback L~dge 

Tinlcer's Island 

Trumpe t Island 

Ship Island 

The Barges (2). 

Green Islands. 

Er-e Rock 

Fot .rlock 

Ladle 

Egg Rock 

Jericho Bay. 

Bluehill Bay 

Petit Manan ~egion 

Jonesport Region 

f!fi11"pi'1I¥r~¢1 Freeman's Rock 

North Libby Island 

l~chias Seal Island. 
Gull Rock 

Englishman' a Bay, (or "Machias Bay") 

cutler. 



Durinc; the yeurs of 1886 and 1887 a vrhols8ale slauGhter of terns VTaG 

cCi.rl~ied on in Musconeus Buy, Penobscot Bay, Matinicus Seal Island and 

the Wooden Ball, Blue Hill and Jericho Bays. Several of the moot 

POPU10U3 colonies were s.nihilated. 

A chc..nce in IIfashion" in millinery, and the passage of a lc:m for the 

protection of terns in Maine passed by the legislature of 18iD caused 

a pause in the destruction of these birds. 

SU1~ivors from the persecuted colonies joined other established 

. colonies and some of these became populous again. In 1890 colonies 

were J;:novm at the following places. 



:..,""/ .... > . 

TIluff Island 

Junk-of-lJork 
Outer Green tsland 

Lo'wer Mark Island 

_ TThi te Bull. 

Heron Islands 

Black Rock 

,Pumpkin Knob 

Thrumb Cap (1) 

Eastern Egg Rock 

Westwrn Egg Rock 

Maine Tern Colonies in 1890. 

So.co Bay 

Casco Bay 

l?hippsbure. 

.. , 

Sheepscot and John's Bays. 

Mus congus Bay 

:Penobscot Bay 

Metinic Green Island 

I\[atinicus Rock 

1,~arblehead Island 

Fisherman's Island 

Fox Islands, 

Egg !"ock 
o 

S\Op Island Ledges. 

BigS:poon Island 

Saddleback Ledge 
Green Ledge 

Jericho Bay. 

• 

Halibut Rocks 

Green Islands. 



VSDrev. --.--. 

Recc:rcls ')f C'3';rf~:" by ~{01)ert P. Allen and j,rthur Hj. l·forton on the Coast 
of Le.ine June:?:'S- J'.lly 14, 1931. ':?roJ'1 unpublisned Report to i'.ud. Soc. 

~5, 1931. Hest on Spindle erected for 

Dour)le-h8~.(L;d 3»t 1812,:1d June 25, 1931. ~~·esting in the top of a 
dead fir tree. ----------- --

Harc.?.ro ad I slctnd ------- June :?6, 1931. ?'iest atop a 60 foot derrick which 
had been abandoned. 

Jorde,n's De1i~lt. June 27, 1931. Ospreys feeding a'~ong the shore on 
the Atlantic side of the island. 

Ironbound Is1a~~. June 28, 1931. Three nests each in live ~prfu~es on 
the bluff. 

3artlett's Island. June ~8, 1931. Several pairs nesting in trees. One 
at the edge of Heron colony. 

{; Heron Is18nd. 

Crow Island. 

July 1, 1931. :rest close to the ground in a d,7arfe 
Spruce. Contained 2 young recently hatched. 

July 1, 1931. One nest atop a spruce. 

Pickerin~ Isl~nd. July 2, 1931. Two nests one flat on the rocks. 
Young in low nest 10-12 days old. 

Outer Porcu-oine Island. July 2, 1931. Hest built high on top of a 
bo"a1der. 

Sheen Island. July 2, 1931. 1931 Two nests both flat on ground. 

Downfall Island._ July 2, 1931. Two nests similar to those on Sheep Id, 

. Hog Island.. July 2, 1931. l~est atop a rock. Young partly feather, 
with ling quills. 

Barred~lan.£. July 2, 1931 •. One nest. 

Flying Island. July 2, 1931. One nest on ground. 

Pulnit Rock July 3; 1931. Nest with two partly feathered young. 

Calder':100d Island.July 6, 1931. Nest on rocks. Young well advanced. 



Records of Robert P. Allen p.nd i-.rthur H. :rorton June:23 - July l/~, 
1931. ?rom unpublished Renort to the Audubon ~ociety. 

;131'0 the rs Island. 

Head Harbor. 

Sch00dic !s18.nd 

Ravens nesting June 24, 1931. 

June 25, 1931. On steep bluff 100 feet above the 
sea Ravens were nesting. 

June 26,1931. Adult Raven seen. 

Three young seen June 27, 1931. 

Little :Juck ISland. June 30, 1931.·Young Raven seen ~:Jith Crows which 
were nesting on the island. 
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g££rin~ Gull. (continued) 

lo'::er ]~ark Island. July 13, 1931. 30 Herrine Gulls roosting. 

~jr:i:-:~:ith Fe8.d Island. July 13, 1931. 100 Herring- Gulls 50 of them 
breeding. 3rown rats accordine to Norton jroke up 
this colony SOT.':e years before and apparently this 
was a freash start 

3 1 p,"1,- Rocks. ~_-'_-_.J_' 

~ V' P"Hpron Islands. .... -' ... 

_~;;tern Bro -,'In Co'7 

-.Tfli te Bull Island. 

July 13, 1931. 12 Herring Gulls roosting. 

July 13, 1931. 800 Herring Gulls nesting • 

July 13, 1931. 12 Herring Gulls nesting. 

July 13, 1931. 400 Herring Gulls nest i.ng 

There were no gulls breeding on Elr:'! island, Two 
3ush, Ced~.r J-,.?~g~, ~am, Pend c:md -ile stern .3rown Cow. 

Inner Green Islanq. July 13, 1931. 100 Herring Gulls nesting. 

Outer Greel} __ Island. July 13, 1931. 400 Herring Gulls nesting. 

Junk of Pork July 13, 1931. 50 Herring Gulls nesting. 

Unner Green Islands.July 14, 1931. ~OO Herring Gulls nesting. 

~luff .:csl?cnd. July 14, 1931. 1,000 Herring Gulls nesting, amid 
the thick grass. ~ost of the young gulls wera 

. hatched, many of thepl learnin~ to fly, and the 
graRs was mol tted down over most of the island. 
This Island vas once a ~ern colony but these were 
aryparently forced by the gulls to leave. The terns 
are now on nearby Stratton Island. 

, 
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, 0;) 
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Be c orcs of Ro'be rt ? AIle n '?nd .:~rth ur 11. :iort on June ?3- July 14, 193:', 
frT~: Unrmblis}rJcd re'Jort to the Audon Society. 

,July 3, 1931. Two Lau~!inG Gulls seen a short distance out of 
IL cl:12.nd. . 

July 5, 1931. Cne seen off Andr':rw's Island. 

July 5, 1931. 300 nesting. Did not see Dany 
egGs only ·one family ;3 young. Difficult to 
find in the tall erass. 
See Norton,Eaine Naturalist 4: 65-67 • 

. July 7, 1931 Saw 17 at Rockland Breakwater probably from Little 
Gree nIsland 14. 1:1i1e s away. 

July 11, 1931. One Laughing Gull found at Broad Cove. 

'.7e stern =~~g _E.9..£ls. Owned by Cunberlcind County Audubon Socie ty. 
A colony of LaucJline; Gulls once bred here. 
An Arctic Tern banded here that 'was recovered o~' 
the west coast of Africa. 



::estine islrmds and re~orcls of '~'erns alonr; tl"'. .. , Laine Coast 
by 20bert P. Allen Rnd ~rthur H. ~orton June 23- July 14, 1931 
Frcm. l1r~1)ublished report to the :~at ional i ... udubon ;:)ocietrile s 

l~nhias Seal Island June 24, 1931 Arctic Terns 4,600 nesting 
CO!':.l'·.on '.lerns SOEe nesting 
Roseate ~ern one seen 

:;orth Li~ Islar:d June ?6, 1931 A few COlT'J::on Terns' ne sting 

l.<'oster's Island June 26, 1931 1,200 Arctic gnd COlT'J':.on Terns 
nesting. 

?re er~an.' s Rock June 26, 1931 20 C OI:'.r.l 0 n Terns 

EBg Rock June 26, 1931 600 COlT'.J110n Terns, many young 

Petit l--aYian Green Island June 26, 1931 800 Common and Arctic Terns 
nesting: any young. Birds nested 
in ne~dow insie~ sea wall. 

Tran Rock June 28, 1931 

June 29, 1931 

~le st.ern June 220, 

50 Common Terns resting 

1,000 Corrn'1on Terns nest ing. Young 
2-3 days old. i':any young had died 

1931. 50 Corr~on Terns nesting 

Shin Island 6/29, '4:-),600 C01!'non Terns nesting 

Brimstone Island 

Hal i but Rock 

Two 3ush Island 

July 1, 1931. 300 Corm:on Terns ne sting. l:a.ny 
newly hatched young. 

July 1, 

July 2, 

1931' 

1931 

A few Co:r. ... I!lOn Terns .nesting . 

200 CO!'l!f.on Terns ne sting. l.:any 
young hatbhed. Found 150 dead yg. 

Little Green Island July 5, 1931 600 Cornno'n Terns ne sting. 

retinic Rock 

Garden I sle.nd 

retinic Island 

July 5, 1931 

July 9, 1931 

July 9, 1931 

1,000 Arctic Terns nesting. 

1,000 COP1I'lon 'rerns. Young well 
grown, SOEe flying, Young allover 
the island 

300 Arctic and CorTlon Terns ne sting. 

Dnner & Lo~.7er :3urrar Loafs July 7, 1931, 1,100 Conmon terns ~nc luding 
150 Roseate Terns. ~ost young large, 
soce flying. A few eggs 1 nest with 4 

Pond Island July 13, 1931 Terns breeding 

II II 

Strhtton IslRnd Jul v 14 10 7 1 1 600 C . 7 ~ f i~ t ______ .____ .: , ,.,-). , o;':J'1.on -erns, ,:. ew .osea es 
J)ri"e!1 frcI'l 31uff Id. ;~any yg. l.:arsh Eawk feeding on"'.l: 



Co rr';or<lnt s • 

Records of Robert ? Allen and Arthur !I. ~orton 21nnG the Laine Coast 
June :~3 - July 14, 1931. ~"'ror: unpubli'=-hed Heport to the Audubon Soc. 

Old l~an Ir;;land. June 24-25, 1931. 'Ehe corr:orants nunbered about 

.?uluit RQQk 

1,000 adult birds, and had built fron one to ~even 
nests to a tree over the entire surface of the island. 
j ~os t of the young we re in d07my :pI ur.l8.ee, but \';e found 
e~gs and newly hatched young as well. 

June 25, 1931. The CorJ':ora"ts built on the pinnacles 
of rock, fifty feet above the sea. There were 50 
occu~ied nestr;; Rnd a total of 500 birds. Also 
observed our first :1:1U'11acrocorax Carbo, the Co:r:J"non 
Cor~':.orant, t'flO individuals nin'gling '.vi til 'what 
appeared to be the un~ated flock of P. auritus. 
Gulls nested near to the Cormor8,nts. 

Shipster::1 Is;:te.nd June ;27, 1931. It was evident that the Sl:.ags had f 
fre0uently used the 1s12nd as a roosting place but 
they saw no cor~orantr;; as they passed by. 

Round ?o:;:Q:~nine Island. June 28, 1931. It is a CorrlOrant roost. 

Tran Rock. 

Snoon Led7,e. 

!~ouse Island. 

June 28, 1931. 6 Shags in the wet tel'. 

July 2, 1931. 20 nests containing 45 young shags. 
Some nearly '.5rown, others just hatched, 18 incuoatinb 
egg~. ?rom 2 to 5 young or eggs were observed in 
single nests 

July 2, 1931. On the ledges off island a single P. 
..!l§..!bo was seen. 

1~2.rbleheaq_!.?land. July 5, 1931. 300 occupied nests ~~stimated 900 
young. 1.:ostly fully gr0i7n~ a fevl eggs. A freak "blae;;::;' 
egg being a nixed bl~ck and dark brown over its 
entire surface. One young shag with a deformed lower 
mandible. 

Crescent Ledge July 5, 1931. Roosting place 
l:edric ::lo-;f"--- July 7, 1931 :20 shags roosting 
Garden Ledg~ July 9, 1931 •. 14 shags roosting 
Hurricane island II II Several roosting 
Gull-IfOCj.~ July 11, 1931 L~ shags roosting 
"Ie stern i:r;p; Rock. July 12, 1931 30 shags roo sting • 
.'[reck Island. "" II Cornorants roosting . 
'Jane's Garden Id. 11" II 40 shags roosting Heported nesting but 

" " " 
II " II 

no nests found. 
60 shags roosting 
150 shags roosting including P • ..9..§rbo. 
4 occupied nests. 

ShR.t!; ~,~d£"es July l~~, 1931 A few shags roosting 
.3:rR.r:{ :tack II "" A few roosting 
~p.st·3rr1 .~:7;J: Hock II" Anunber of shaJ7s roostinc:: _____ .... _~_ 0_ 

IJo",'er : -ar~( I sla:'1<:1 July 13, 1931. ShCl gs reported 11e sting but found none, 



J)oub1e-cr,3 ;,ted Cor~:or:--l1t Colonies 

?ort:::;-~outh 

Duck Isl[~nd, Isles 0: :3.1:oa13 

Island 

Ou~er Green Island' 

'Jest Ero':m Cow Island 

Sm2cll Po int 

':n1ite Bull Island 

Heron Islands 

••. T. 

~:onher::an " 

7estern Egg Rock 

.3hark Island 

Old Hw'::p Ledge 

Li ttle Egg Rock 

Ten2;nt's H8.rbor 

l~tinic Green Is18nd 

Yello';l :U dee 

l:aine 

1943 

18 

12 

62 

150 

231 

152 

209 

244 

873 

474 

614 

905 

400 

500 

12 

150 

1944 1945 

37 

: --

158 

---
---

482 
,,~ 

398 2- .:., 

522 {-~ Jgi -
P'a'}-3 ..:? f1 

-I 
513~) '1Jtj .. 

.lYr 84ft> 
434J /J 2~"'" 

'1",.37( 

220 

1014 

175 

-, 
0::::. .. 

/' 

. a /., . -"] " 
• q -

,t·. Ii , 
f 

I~·I ..;" . 



Ro~l:l" ::!d ---

~ishsr~ants Island 

HB.y Is12.nds 

Led_ric Rock 

Robinson Rock 

Spo on I.e dge 

C2.stine 

Colt Head Island 

Black Horse Island 

Grectt -;ias s Island 

The L(?dle 

Pulpit Rock 

Brothers Islands 

Cutler 

Old l:an Island 

• 

Douole -cre st e ci Corr:lOrcnt Colonie s 

l:?ine 

1943 

100 

793 

265. 

728 

870 

'75 

10 

100 

6 

333 

Nu::.ber of l~csts 

1944 1945 

150 

805 ,?~ J'" 
.,~) '- ;;1, S 

518 f\ 7 c'l 7-
/I\.) 

I ., -.I • .., :z.... 
.t9rl d- '" 

157 

32 

565 ~~S,'-I -
.52 7'9-'" 10 ;- .. 

• 

---

155 

350 



:::;ider Ducks 
Be cords of ne st i ne place s et c. cl ong Ule J:a ine COelS t • 

The follo~in~ are fro~ the report of Robert P. Allen and 
~rthur Ii. ~crton 8ubnitted to National Audubon Society. Trip 
taken fro~ l.~chias 3eal Island to dtratton Island south of 
Portland June 23 to July 14, 1931. 

7 Ole. }-~:E-.l§J:,::nd June 24-25, 4 nests with 3 to 4 eegs. l:ale in ~cplpe 
. plUEage seen. . 

.. 7 

,.,!;" \ 

Sand I~lanq June 26, 6 male eiders in full nuptial plumage seen. 

Little Green Island June 30, 1 l:lale and 2 females seen 

-,',7":n it e Le dl!e -----'--""'-
She e 1') Island 

?enobsr-ot 

July 1, 20 adults seen; 4 nests with ~ggs. 

July 2, 35 eiders seen many with young in tow. 
\ 

Rock July 2, Flock 21 eiders numerous broods 
Nine nests all hatched except one with 2 eggs. 

Penobscot Bay July 2 6 nests found, 2 with eggs one 
with 3 and 1 with 5 eggs. 

14 eiders seen off shore, 4 with broods, 1 empty 
nest found July 2, 1931. 

July 6, 1931, 5 eiders seen along shore. 

7 Ca,lderYTcod July 6, 1931 8 eiders seen 1 with a brood. 



l~ecords of :lobert P. A-llen and .:"rthur H. }rorton alon(.!. tile Coast of 
1.:aine, June 'J3-Jul:,r lil, 1931. From unllu'olis~ed Heport to Audubon ..ioc. 

Bartlett's Islan~. June 29, 1931. Colony found. 

~uck Island. June 30, 1931. One nest found near the 31ack­
cro;'med Heron colony of 75 occupied nests. 

Island. 

i?uuit Earoor 

Ctter Is1:,aYld. 

July 2, 1931. 23 nests. Young ready to fly. 

July 3, 1931. 5 nests hiGh up in red spruces 75 
feet fro~ the ground. 

-
July 10, 1931. 40 nests 75 feet up in SDruce. 
Heavy mortality of young 18 dead found. 

July.11, 1931. 20 nests fpund. l:any dead young. 

Little Duck Island. June ~O, 1931. 75 occupied nests located in red. 
and \7hite s-pruces at north end of the island. 
He sts 15-;~O feet from the ground. 

/: /9£/ / to '3 . i. 

. ' . 
~, ... :-.l,._;' l; I ~~l./ . 

I·· • 

I I? ... ".,,1 •... ~ ~~(. t. f. i ;:.. ... '" 
j£)A1 ~. ii4 I.. '/ ~c..:,,/ / . H·· ,.~. r 



Bl ue Hill Bay 

Trumpe t leland 

Ship Island 

" The Barge s 

Petit Manan to Cutler. 

Green J.slands 

Eeg Rock, (Crumple js~and) 

:rlii#yi ;t(q'(,i"ii Freeman f s :8.oc1c' 

North Libby Island 

l.fachias Seal Island. 

Gull Rock 



'1110 dem::..nd for :plumaGe \las revived, and the swnmer of 1899 savr the 

colonies 9-t Outer Green leland,the Phippsburg colonies and Pumpkin 

Knob svrept out of existence for a number of years. 
the 

Pumpkin Y\.Uob, :thd 

FhiI):DsburC; colonies were ]?lermanently destroyed; Outer Green lslnnd VIas 

after 2. fe-l[ years slow'ly repopulated, but throue;h several causes led a 

fluctuatine existence until a few years subsequent to 1918,vlhen the 

I:::Jl:;md \ras tal\:en full posession of by the herring gulls. 

The swnmer of 1900 showed the following colonies of terns on the 

coast of Maine. 



Bluff Inland 

Lowe r Mark Island 

VT.hi te Bull 

Eastern Egg Rock 

VTestern Egg Rock 

Maine Tern Colonies in 1900. 

Saco Bay 

Casco Bay 

Muscongus Bay 

Penobscot Bay 

Metinic Green Island 

ll1atinicus Rock 

1!arble.head Island (1) 

Fisherman's Island (1) 

Fox Islands 

E6g Rock 

Sloop Island Ledges 

Jericho Bay 

Green Ledge 

PoppIes tone 

Saddleback Ledge 

Halibut .. Rocks 

Ship Island 

The Barges 

Green Islands 

131 ue Hill Bay 

PetitManan to Cutler. 

EGg Rock, (Crumple Island) 



Freeman's Rock 

North Libby Island 

I,:.:;tchias Seal Island. 

Gmll Rock 

From the year of 1900 terns were little molested ,by man,having been 

protected throUGh the Thayer tund,which shortly gave rise to the 

lJational AfJGociution of Audubon Societies. This organization, 

throUGh the employment of loca~ guardians attended to the enforcement· 

.of the "model Bird Law" enacted by the Mable legislature of 1901. 

Gulls shared the be'nefi ts of this care, and by 1911 had increased 

to the extent where beginning of their extension of range was noticed. 

Having reached this state of abundance, their extension of colonies 

was rapid,and their encroachment and replacement of the colonies of 

terns pontinual. The expelled terns bagan to occupy smaller 

islands and ledges"whiqh were frequently unsuited to their need,for 

variuus reasons. 

The following islands and ledges were known to be occupied by terns i 

in 1911. 



Bluff leland 

Colonies ~ooupied in 1911 

Saow Bay. 

Casco Bay 

Cuter Green Island 

(NO record in 1911; occupied 1914,unsuccecsfu 
lly) • 

Lower I .. !ark Island. 

Muscongus Bay. 

Eastern E~g Rock 

~:r e s te rn E;3r:: Ro cJ; 

Penobscot Bay and Matinicus. 

lre tini c Gre en Island 

Ua tini cus Ro ck 

:;"Tarblehead Island (No record) 

Fisherman's Island (No record) 

Robinson's Roc~ (No record 1911; occupied 1914) • 

Goose Island (No record 1911; occupied 1914) • 

Nouse Island (No record 1911; occupied 1914) • 

SlOPP Island Ledges 

Channel Rock 

jericho Bay 

southern Mark Island 

Saddleback Ledge 

Halibut Rook 

131 ue Hill Bay 

Ship Island 

') The Barges 
"" 

Petit Manan to Cutler. 



Petit Manan to Cutler. 

7Ccc Rock, Crumple Island 

Freeman's Rocle 

::,Torth Libby Island 

l1acllias Seal Isla.nd 

Gull Rock 



Tcr~ Colonies in 1931. 

Saco Tho y. 

S tra t ton Island 

Casco Bay. 

Frince's Point Ledge 

Stepp ins i;;itones 

E8.ddocl: Ledse 

Pond Island 

l-( 
~ugarloaf 

Loyrer SUGarloaf 

lEe tinic Island 

Matinicus Rock 

Garden Island 

(Fishermen reported a colony on Flac; ~d.). 

Phippsburg. 

Penobscot Bay 

Little Green Island 

Jericho Bay Region 

Rclibut Rock 

'1";;0 Bush 

Brims tone 

Blue Hill Bay 

Trumpe t t sland 
o· 

Sl1ip Island 

i,Vestern Barge 

Petit Manan to Cutler 

Green Isle..nd 

EGg Rock, (Crumple Id.) 



l"rcolnc~l1 's Hock 

:?C:J ter6 s Island 

T::~.chias Sea.l. Island 

Gull Rocl<:. 

U 
'! I 
!/ " 

(Pe ti t M~.nan- Cu tIer, Con tinued) 



1 

, • (};j t ~~r()::m COri' 

'ld to T:;u.11 • 

reron Inlnnc1s 

'l"u,,,,,,,,, 1·'; 1"" "'·"'nob .,t ' j.~ ..... _.1 .r 

!t"Pocri ten. 

Rock 

nock 

!,:!. t tlc E~ Rook 

!; 

Iff 5' "; 
1,t\I·:;iO! T'~·i·~!:7 GOr4rj~·;:r;)~~~ I~; lr.:G. 
. ~~ ~l\.t4~ ,.,iJ't... .. \ " 

Onoo nay. ) 'L.-

Cnoco TIrJY • 

Pl1ippabu~gh •. 

Sheepooot Bay and John's n~.· 

Dr.T.Tli.Brevter reported a oolony .on this 1s1und 
(V';(34 _ '.:ra ~ TIirds H .Am 11,302). 

f:TuSOon[!,11S :Boy. 

. Georaes Islands. 

--

1 ~)) 



( Conoe cl ab OU t leG y. ) 

):'0:;;: Isla:1ds; 
.. li!6driok Rocl~ 

" , 

Grc'911·Leda;os 

.Green Island 

rc;e Rook 

COl1'tp8.sa Island 

Graos Leclee .. 

810cp Island LedBeo 

SJ,)oon LedGe . 

Robinson's Rook 

000:10 Inland 

~:'cusc IolrtL"ld 

., 

Matinious Islande 

rntinicuo Hock 
r'Oo?cn ;i::'..ll 
~~ecl Ifjlr-nd 

Ht~ Island 

Robart' fJ Io~and 

,Little Br1motonea,(3) 



Blueh.ill Bay 

Gl'ccn !clo.l1ds. 

Jonooport Reeion 

:: ot .L\ock 

:::.:3 I\ 0 01;: (J~-w-~ j.(}C.) 
, 

~?/Wlr/~JWff 1~~~ 
}~nglis:mU&ll f S n~r. (or r.;.:Iaohiaa Bay") 

l:orth Li1Jby Island 

CuUert! 

j.~chiuo SCfW. Island. 

Gp.ll Roc]': 



Govert:J. of tho moat 

of tOl'l'l3 in j!nino paDned by tho lOGislo.t"Ul"C of 

colo.~:LC'D p.nd nome of thcfJe beCal1l0 populous oeo.1n. In 1300 oolonies 



;~n:lnQ To1.'n. Colonios in 1090~: 

SaOO n~ 

Cacoo TIny 

'-::i to TIul)'. 

Phippoburg "', 

JUDC!: I~ocl: 

l1usconeus Day 

Penobscot Bay 

-:fctinic Green Island 

?'''':~ tini ens Roc1-: 

Fox I:.Jlonds., 

o 
f,lon Islnnd LOde;eo.';. -1\'" 

Snddlobnck Lodge 
Gl'C011 JJcdGo 

Serioho Bay. ;. 

Halibut ROoks 

Green Islands. 



J:1ue llill Dey 

:rct1t r~m1rul to Cutlor. 

r "." ···'"1 ..1.·-1 ,. '1··~t"" ,;. .,; .. '.~ . \ ... i ~ •.• ......... l tJ 

(~ul1 Hod: 

! . 
! 



:\-.::;:'~ ~::·.:C)t out of cxiatol1co for D. number of yee.rs. 'CU'-I" l .... ·~n l<'n 0"0 A.·~A ... :.1 ~_ .... 1 ,. , .w.J.I.J. 

C010lliUG ···ro·····, ··)<· .. , .. · .. "..,ncl·'·:·' 'Ir ':'''''''O·!J''OVC('· ~, _..l- 1...1' ~~ .... ~....... .. """"'&I v,\w "'. .., ~, ----_ .... _-_._ ... 

:':':::'0. B'..L);·;:or of 1900 ShO:'i0d the tollowil13 oolonioo of terns on tho 



·~;).:tr10 TeIn Co10nioo in 1000. 

C[l.OO TIo..y 

enDeo TID;Y 

l:uooonGl1S l3e..y 

Penobsoot Bay 

~,~stin:lc (;rccn !slond 

:,7Gt.iniol1S Ree!:: 

j\~a:rblehend Island 

Fo:.:: 'I131,::'m'0 , 

r~oop Island Ledaoa 

,101"'10110 nay 

P o~;,~l 0 stone ... -

:iI(ui bu t 300ks 

Blue Hill' Day' 

Elli!, Islnnd 

l'eti tr.[:.men to Cutler. 

Green Iolonds 

Fce BO~:.(C~le Island) 



:'XOv.::1 t:lO yec..r of 1900 terno wero little molested by man,lltlvin~ beon 

Thuycl' ftmd,v]~lich nhortly e;uvc rioo to tha 

nita orcunizution 

tl:"::-C:.l,:.;h t:~o capl0Y:110nt· of' local euardiens attcnc1e6. to the enforccl7l.cnt 

Gi..Ll18 shared the bcncfi ts of this care. nnc1 by 1911 had il'lCrenfJed 

to ·~-.Lt\'; ()::c tent \7h01'O 1JeGinn:tn~ of' their extennion of rarl[Sfj ":iac notiood. 

EL'v5.nc :coached this o"~ato of aburidcnco, their e,,;:ten3ion of oolonies 
-iit.1G :i..~"~::)i(J,;Jml "~heir el1Cl"Oaolllnel'lt and replaoorJent of the colonios of 

'1118 ex-polled taluS 'bac;afl to oOOUPY n!X!ller 

11:'0 i'o11oY:1~le iolando and ledges were knovm to 'be ocoupied 'by tel."l1S 1 

ill l~ll. 



oro recoI'u in l~ll; occ'V.'pied 1914.urwuccenofu­
lly) • 

:PenODscot Do..y and 118,tinicv.s. 

(Ho record) 

(no reoord) 

( , ... 
. dO rooord 1911; occugiad 1914). 

(NO re;oord 1911; occupied 19l4). 

(lTo record 1911: oocupied 1914). 

Jericho '1303 

Blue Hill Bay 

Pet! t ~Tanan to Cu'tler. 

.' .", . 
• ... t. 



Pe t:t t ~nnr .. l'l to Ou tlOl:'. 

IslnrH1 



i ~'l ()l~ -I (>C" 
--:.;.:--~ J ()"1 . 

~. 

(Fizhol~n.cn rel/ortcd a. oolony on n~ ~d.·)" 

.• ...·..M 1 d ; r~, :,..,"" . ~,.,~,,, . .J.':' '-"'1 
...... '" ... " _ ............... 110. toJ '-. .... 

PhiFD01iUl"e; • 

1 ... 0',:0:: 

Penobscot :Bay 

Li tt·lc GrCGn Island 

Jerioho Dey necion 

Ecl i 'tiu t Po 01:: 

1'\70 :Ouoh 

Blue Hill Bay 
. , 

Green l::::le.nd. 

E~ Rock, (Crum,ple Id.) 



Inland 

, f 
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