
Kea Bakeirg Manuscrl;r-gst Blologlcal Survey, before l4*ted hy notes (thls

account would represei 'the fauna of Padre and MustanB{ flng dryer cllmates
1950rs and earl-y 1960'"rtt4. 

a/alht

Faml ly  Pe lobat idae

Eastern spadefoot,  Scaphlopus lotbrooklJ.

The spadefoot can be considered. conmon on the northern Part of Padre

Island, and seemingly less common on Mustang Islandr even though l t  !s

seldom seen excepr during br ief  per lods fol loulng heavy ralns ln the late

sprtng and early sufirDer. Spadefoots emerge frqn their burrous after heavy

ra lns  and breed ln  inCerml t ten t  poo ls  o f  s tand lng  ra tn  na ter r  a t  $h lch  t ime

the cal l lng of the males can be heard for long dlstances across the grass-

f lats.  At this t lme, too, a feu may be -seen crosslng roadt lays, but spade-

foots soon retraat underground again for extended per$ods of t ime.

Family Bufonldae

Texas toad, Bufo !.EjS.

This ls an abundant tosd on Mustang Island nhere l t  can be seen most

any uarm evenlng crossing roadways, and foraging under streec l tghts ln

and around Port  Aransas. I t ,  gathers in nurnbers ln temporary raln ponds

durlng the breeding season. The Texas coad is abundant south to the area

of Corpus Christ l  Pass but then becornes rare on i iorth Padre Is land.

R e p c l  I l a

Family Kinosternldae

Ye l lon  mud Eur t le , [ lg .g ry  f lavescens .

The mud Curtle ls unconrnon on Mustang Island uhere lt ls found

ln smal l  numbers ln st .ock ponds just south of Port  Aransas, and uas

only

not



, *

Famt Iy  Emyd ldae

l.lestern or ornate box turcle, I3II3PS. g!g'

Only trro speclmens of the box turtle uere seen durlng th: Survey, and

boEh tjere dead speclmens on the hlghway about three and four mlles souEh of

port  Aransas. I f  the box turt le is a resldenc of rhe tno is lands l t  ls

r a r e . T h e s e t ' u r E 1 e s , h o w e v e r , a n d t h e T e x a s t o r c o l s e , G o p h e r u s ! @ ! '

a re  occas lona ly  kep i ,as  pe ts  and l t  l s  poss ib le  tha t  Bhese tso  box  tu r t les

found tn  s tn r l la r  hab l ta ts  on  Padre  Is land '

and pond sliders' !!gyg991g SLPIg' uere

srock ponds of che tuo ls lands.

frorn P6rt  Aransas.

Pond sl ider,  .Chrvsernys scr iDta

Ttre pond sllde'r ls uncqnnon on both islands and uas

Sunrey only by selning stock ponds. I t  is probable that

purposefu l l y  in t roduced in to  the  ts land ponds.

I t  l s  poss lb le  thae mud tu r t les '

purposeful ly incroduced into che

and one rorrot""" l33of8H"€n" road may have been escaped or released PeEs

taken durlng the

these turt les uere

Faml ly Testudlnldae

Texas Eortolse'  lgg!ry,  ber landler l

The tortolse ls rare on Padre and Muslang Islands, and the speclmeas

found there may have been purposeful ly lntroduced. A slngle tortoise l jas

found dead on the hi lhuay approximately three miles south of Port  Aransas

tn 1965. The speclmen had a large splotch of red palnc on i ts caraPace

uhlch sugg,ests that l t  may have been a former pet.  A more recent observat lon

tn  1972 uas  o f  a  l i ve  Eor to ise  seen on  Padre  Is land on  the  nor th  s tde  o f  the

Mansf ie ld  sh lp  channe l ,  an  end-o f - the- road spot  fo r  f t shermen and campers .



Famt Iy  Iguan idae

Kee led  ear less  11zard ,  Ho lbrook la  p rop tnsg,a

The earless Il zatd appears E,o be th€ most abundant repti le on the cwo

tslands, up and down t ,helr  enttre leng_th. I t  ls seen frequent ly on uarmer

days on the back beach, ln the fore dunes, and across the vegetat,ed barr ier

f lars ln the mrbre open areas uhere dense grasses do not lmpede t ts abl l l ty

to  run  rap id ly .

Texas horned llzard, Phrvnosoma cornutLrm.

The horned llzard ls conmon on the northern half of Padre Island, and

on all of Must.ang Island nhere lt can be found ln areas around the fore

dunes, and across the more open areas of the vegeEaEed barr ler: f lats.  I t

ls occaslonaly seen crosstng road$ays, and i t ,  was found ln and around

lnhabited areas of Port  Aransas.

Famlly Anguldae

Slender glass l lzard, Bphisaurus att ,enuatus

Ttrts l izard ts a legless species nhlch readi ly ' rswlmsft  or burrors

through soft  sand. IE ls consldered comnon to both is lands but l t  is seldom

seen. The slender glass l lzards can be found occasional ly by turnlng over

boards or other objects uhich are f lat  agalnst the ground, or by searching

through lea f  l l t te r .

Farnl ly Teldae .

S lx - l ined  race  runner ,  Cnemidopherus  sex l lneatus

Th ls  spec ies  eeems par t la l  to  sandy  so l l s  th roughout  lEs  d ls t r lbu t ion

ln Texas, and 1l  ls considered the second mosc comnon l lzard on both Padre



and Mustang Islands. IE

vegeta ted  bar r le r  f la ts .

d l f f t c u l t  t o  c a P t u r e .

ls abundant ln the

Ttre race runner ls

(

fore dunes, and across the

e8tremely l jaryr fast,  and

Faml Iy  Sc lnc ldae

Greac  P la lns  sk ink '

Ttr is spectes is secret lve tn habtts '  end Bhough seldqn seen l t  ls

considered conrnon to both islands. The Great Plalns sklnk is most' often

found by turning over boards and other objects nhich are f lat  against the

ground.

Famt ly  Co lubr idae

Checkered Sarter snaker @g[!g. marcianus

. The. checkered garter snake ls a cornnron sPecles. found on both Padre and

Mustang Islands tn the vegetated barr ler f lats.  I r  and the cmnron glossy

snake, l@9 elegans, can be found occasionaly by turnlng over boards

and oEher obJects which are f lat agalrlsc the ground. 
. 

The garter snake and

the coachuhip, Mast icophls f lagel lunr m6I also be found moving around

act lve ly  dur lng  daYl igh t  hours .

Eastern hog-nosed snake, Heterodon Pf.@'

Ttre only specimen of the hog-nosed snake taken durlng the Survey uas In

Hay, 1965 on rhe fore beach about I0 mi les south of Bob Hal l  Pier.  The single

spec imen nay  have ar r i ved  acc ident ly  on  dr i f t  mater ia ls  wh ich  uere  coming ln

on the barr ler beaches frqn f looding r ivers Eo the north. .  Brown (1950)

reports records of H. platvthinos ( '  contortr ix)  f ronr St JosePhts and

Matagorda Islands rhich are north of l 'tustang, Island. The hoganosed snake

Eunreces obsoletus



(

ma l r  there fore ,  be  a  res ldent  o f  Mustang Is land uh lch  abounds u l th  toads ,

Bufo sDeclosus, s lnce toads ere the corrnon food t tems of these snakes.

Coachrhlp, Masttcophts l f -@.

The cornon coachuhip has been obse-r.ved ln the vegetated areas of the

entlre lengCh of Padre and Mustang Islands. IE ts the mosB cdrmon snake

seen act ive durlng the dayt lme, and uls on occaston seen cl tmbtng in lor

shrubbery and ln crees. The coachuhlpt ts extremely wary and fasE.

Glossy  snake,  Ar izona e legans .

Ttr is specles ls common on both is lands chough l t  ls seldqn seen

durlng daylight hours except when found beneath boards and other hiding

places. Dead ones are often found on highways, and at nighct ime che glossy

snake is easl ly taken al lve by rratchlng for them crossing the roaduay.

Mt Ik snake, Lampropeltls lIlgggglg.

The milk snake ls uncomnon, and the species nas found durlng the Sunrey

only ln the oak motts of north Padre Is land. Three speclmens pere observed

crosslng the roads of Nueces Councy Park #2 and adjacent resident lal  area

at  n igh t t lme.  The red ,  b lack ,  and te l lou  r lngs  o f  the  ml lk  snake probab ly
Mic rurus  fu lv lggr

cauae lhe specles to be rnisteken for che simi lar ly colored cor. t- iGf{" f f i -

has been reported from Padre Island but uas not seen during the Survey. The

coral  snake ls found ln Flour Bluff  on the malnland slde of the causeuay

opposlBe norch Padre Is land, and l t  uray occur rarely on t ,he ls land.

Famt ly  Cro ta l ldae

Massasauga, !!3!l!Ig catenatus.

Th ls  spec les  o f  ra t t lesnake

Is lands .  On ly  a  s lng le  spec lmen

ls considered unconrnon on Padre and l.{ustang

was taken during the Survey fronr the vegetated

5



b a r r t e r  f l a t s on Padre

Cro ta lus

(^

contrast, a large number of the dlamondback

seen.

Is land.  By

ratt ,  lesnake, atrox, tJ€re

l.lestern ddamondback rattlesnaker Qlqtqlgq etrox.

The dlamondback is cqnnon on both islands frqn the fore dunes lhrough

the gcgetated barr ler f lats,  and around the oak motts of north Padre Is land.

A fen uere seen in and around the resldentlal areas of Port Aransas, and

South Padre Island. The spectes ls seen frequently dead on roadways.

anrua I I a

Farnl ly Talptdae

Eastern  no le ,  Sca lopus  aquat icu .s .

The eastern mole ls conrnon on the northerrr part of Padre Island,

and seemlggly less so on Muscang Island. IE was'not found during the Survey

on the south end of Padre Is land. I ts preser,""  ,"  usual ly easy co determine

by seelng the lbng serpentine rldges of sand left on the surface of the ground

after moles have burrowed underneath.

Tadarlda mexicand ( b r a s l l i e n s i s )

been reported by residents of Padre and Mustang

Farol ly Fo0ossldae

Mex lcan f ree ta l l  baB,

lraf
The f ree ta t {4has

Islands to roosB occasionaly lnslde sheds and other bui ldines in smal l
g/netrc=lt-rna- sla<4 -A<r-"'t Z7:da'17/<t>* fr< 'U')'s't' 2.r4a

numbera. 
- 

These bats are probably "igr"r,ts- as no knor"'n permanent"too"a he rV''/V'"'-z*

placcs could be found during the Sunrey.

Fami ly Leporldae

Black- ta l led  Jackrabb i t ,  Lepus c a l i f o r n t c u s .
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The black-tai led jackrabbit is an abundant resident of the vegetated

northern half of Padre Island, and is comnon on Mustang Island. It is less

conmon on South Padre Island where vegqtation is much sparser. The jackrabbit

is seen connonly through the fore dunes, anrd on the vegetated barrier flats,

and it occurs on occasion along back beich areas. Ttre jackrabbit is most

active at nighttine but it can be seen also during daylight hours when disturbed

fron its le;+iae retreats.

Eastern cottontail, Sylvilagus floridanus

The cottontail is nuch less abundant than its larger relative the jack-

rabbit. It may be seen only on occasion in the vegetated barrier flats in

and aror:nd the oak notts on north Padre Island, and rarely in small areas of

pricklypear an_d nesquite habitat on the northern bay side of I'tustang Island.

Fanily. Sciuridae

Spotted ground squirrel, Spermophilus spilosona

The spotted grormd squirrel is abr:ndant in the dr:ne areas and barrier

f1ats. It is active during the day, and it is very wary. Ttre ground squirrel

can usually be seen only at a distzulce, and its whist le-l ike cal ls wil l  reveal

its nearby presence when not seen. Burrows of the spotted ground squirrel

are for:nd in fore dunes, and other vegetated areas.

Fanily Geonyidae

South Texas pocket gopher, Geomys personatus

The subspecies G. g. personatus is restricted to Padre and Mustang

Islands, though other races are conmon across parts of south-eastem Texas.

This gopher is usually reddish-brown in coloration but specinens on l' lustang

Island have been seen which are blotched'with large patches of white.  The



pocket gopher is seldon seen on the

nor:nds across the barrier flats, on

their conmon occurence underground.

one side to the other cause cave-in

in the paved roads on the islands.

r

surface of the ground but their abundant

the fore dunes, md along roadsides reveal

Burrows tunneled under paved roads from

da.nage which explain the linear patches

Family HeteromYidae

0rdts kangaroo rat, Dipodonys ordii

This attractive, nocturnal rodent is cormon in the fore dune areas, and

the vegetated barrier flats of both Padre and Mustang Islands. The many

entrances to its burrows, along with those of the spotted ground squirel,

are connon features of the substrate. The kangaroo rat is largely nocturnal

and can be seen crossing roadways at night.

Fani ly Cricet idae

Rice rat, oryzomys palustris 
' ' 

' '

The rice rat is a seni-aquatic rodent common to Parts of Padre Is.land

and Mustang Island. Its preference for marshy, lowlying habitats explains its

abundance on numerous of the spoil bank islands along the intracoastal waterway.

Sone of these islands fron the dredged materials of the waterway are heavil.y

popul.ated with r ice rats,  to the exclusion of other rodents in nany cases.

Snall. populations of rice rats were found in swaurpy areas behind tlle fore dunes

on Padre Island, and in barrier flat areas of l ' lustang Island"

Fulvous harvest mouse, Reithrodontonys fulvescens .

Ttre harvest mouse is somewhat uncommon on north Padre Island where it

was taken only on occasion in the vegetated barrier flats adjacent to oak

motts

8



White-footed nouse, Peromyscus leucopus

llhite-footed nice are uncorutron on.Padre Island, and nay be absent fron

l'tustang Island. TlIe mouse is a dweller of wooded or brushy habitats which

are largely absent on the two islands. The only location where white-footed

mice were taken during the Survey were in the oak motts of north Padre Island

just east of the causeway.

Pygny mouse, Baioutys taylori

These are the snallest nice

during the Sunrey were found in

between the causewaY and PackerY

of Bob HalI Pier.

found on Padre Island, all of which taken

grassy areas on the north tip of the islanil

Channel, and the fore dune areas just north.

Short-tailed grasshopper mouse, Onychourys leucogaster

Atong with kangaroo rats, grasshopper mice are probably the nost abundant

rodents on Padre and Mtrstang Islands. They are found corunonly in grassland

areas fron the back beaches and fore dr'rnes across the vegetated portions of

the barrier flats to the Laguna Madre. These short-tailed nice with very soft

fur are largely insectivorous' but they are also scavengers' and are predatory

on other rodents. Numerous rodentS caught in traps which wete partially eaten

a r e b e l i e v e d t o h a v e b e e n t h e v i c t i n s o f g r a s s h o p p e r m i c e '

Hispid cotton rat, Signodon hispidus

The cotton.rat is comrnon in the grass f lats of both is lands'  Numerous

of these rodents were taken on north Padre Island between the highway and

Packery Channel.  Their  presence can be easi ly determined by seeing the wel l

def ined trai ls--alnost as tunnels-- through dense stands of grasses'  Nests of

these rodents, and their  t rai ls between pr ickly pear clunps, were observed on

the Laguna side of northern l"fustang Island'



Farnily !furidae

Norway rat, Rattus norvegicus

The Norway rat

lfustang fsland, and

found around piers,

is commensal with man around

the Port  Isabel area_of South

jetties, and othenu.t"tftor,t

p

the Port Aransas area of

Padre Island where it was

structures and buildings.

Roof rat, Rattus rattus

The roof rat was collected around hunan habitats on North Padre Island

frorn the causeway to Bob Halt Pier, and in Port Aransas on lfustang Island.

Residents of South Padre Island also reported th6se rodents in houses there.

The roof rat is ubiquitous with nan, but can also be found in the wild,

though no roof rats were collected on Padre and Irlustang Islands except

around human habitations and trash duurps. -
' !  

:

House mouse, Mus nusculus

The house mouse is corunon around human habitations in Fort Aransas on

north lfustang Island, and in other areas of both islands where it is commensal

with man. It  is also found in wild habitats in the barrier f lats.

Fanily Capronyidae

Nutria, Myocaster cofpus

The nutria is the largest rodent found on Padre fsland, but its status

as a resident is questionabLe. A dead nutria in fresh condition was found on

the back beach on Padre about 12 miles south of Bob Hall Pier in February,

1965. The nutria may have arrived on the beach with drift rnaterials swept

down the coast from rivers to the north which had recently flooded, and were

littering the Gulf beaches with tree trunks and other debris.

10



Fanily Carnivora

Coyote, Canis latrans

The 
'ubiquitous 

coyote is comnon'on Padre and l,ftrstang Islands where it can

be seen fron the beaches all the way across both islands to the edges of the

Laguna Madre, and Corpus Christi Bay. Afralyses of fecal naterials indicate the

coyote feeds on rodents and jackrabbits, as well as on crabs and fish taken

from shorelines. Coyotes are sometines seen scavenging along the beaches.

Raccoor5 Procyon lotor

The raccoon was not seen during the course of the Survey but raccoon

tracks were observed on the bay side of north lvfustang Island south of the fegry

landing at Port Aransas. A lr{r. B. T. Sullinge (pers. conm.) of Aransas Pass

reported seeing a fenale raccoon with 6 young on l,tustang Island in the 1950s.

Dunn (pers. corun.) reported occasional raccoons around the oak notts of north

Padre'fsland. Ttre raccoon, therefore, seetns to be an occas'ional resident of

the islands but its status must be considered unconmon.

Badger, Taxidea taxus

The badger and its burrows were observed on north central Padre Island,

and burrows believed to be badgers were found on },ft-rstang Island. Ttre animal is

considered uncomrnon although there is an abundance of ground squirrels, pocket

gophers, and kangaroo rats inhabiting the islands on which badgers can feed.

Cougar ,  Fe l i s  conco lo r

Cougars have been reported on rare occasions fron both Padre and Mustang

Islands, with the most Tecent report  being in the winter of 1966, 18 ni les

south of Bob Hal l  Pier (B. T. Sul l inger,  pers. comm").  The cougar,  however,

should only be considered a rare vis i tor to the is lands, probably swirnning
nainland

across the intracoastal waterway from;,areas in Kleberg and Kenedy Counties.

11



Family Equidae

Horse, Equus cabaLlus

In the 1800s horses were reported as being wild on Padre and

Islands, which probably explains the origin of the name ttmustangff

Island. An 1828 survey Party reported wild horses on north Padre

Dunn (pers. conm.) reported that several wild horses lived on the

f ron  1885 to  1888.

Itustang

for Mustang

Islandl and

two islands

Fanily Suidae

Pig, Sus scrofa

Feral pigs were rePorted by Dunn (pers. conn.) on Padre Island as being

occasionai in tt t" early part of the 1900s. Some of these anirnals probably

. f r o m  : - r - - J  - - - ^  -  ^ . c  v 1  ^ r
escaped-alomestlcation on nainland areas of Kleberg an4 Kenedy Counties and

wandered across the mud flats to Padre Island before the Intracoastal Waterway

was dredged. The mud flats bridged the island to the nainland. Dunn also

bel ieved that other feral 'p igs nay have been purposeful ly released on the

barrier islands for food and sport hunting Purposes-

Fanily Tayassuidae

Col lared peccary, Dicotyles tajacu

The col lared peccary, or javel ina, is not conmon on ei ther is land but

isolated reports of these aninals indicate i t  is an occasional v is i tol ,  Pro-

bably coming over. from nainland Texas like other aninals do on occasion

from areas of Kleberg and Kenedy Counties. The most recent report was of a

sow with 5 young seen 1% ni les south of Port  Aransas in 1965 (W. R. McDaniels,

l"Testirnony of the
Brazo de Sant iago

Expediente
(known as

of Surveys and
Padre Bal l  i)  ! '

Demarcation
1 8 2 8 ,  I ' S t a t e

the Is land on the
T e x a s  v s .  B a l 1 i . ' l

o f
o f

1 2
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pers. corm.). Javel. inas were reported by Dunn (pers. comn.)

on Padre Island in the early 1900s.

to be occasional

Fa^nily Cervidae

It lhi te-tai led deer,  Odocoi leus virginianus

No deer were seen on Padre and I'fustang Islands during the Survey but two

white-tai ls were observed in 1965 on Green Islaird in the Laguna Madre north of

Port Isabel, and east of the Intracoastal Waterway. Numerous rePorts in recent

years of deer on Padre and lfustang Islands indicate that the aninals are

occasional visitors from the rnainland, no doubt swirnning across the Waterway.

There are reports that deer have swum across the ship channel at Port Aransas

fron St.  Josephrs Is land to the north. Dr.rnn (pers. conm.),  however,  bel ieved

that deer were more abundant on Padre and Mrstang Islands before the construction

of the Waterway in 1941, md that they walked across the tidal flats fron

Kenedy County where white-tail deer are conmon on the King Ranch.

Farnily Bovidae

Donest ic cow, Bos domest icus

Donestic cattle were conmon on both islands during the Survey. Both

islands have had long histor ies of catt le ranching, The f i rst  catt le were

introduced onto Padre Island about 1805, and by 1811 there were a reported

1,000 head (Sheire, 1971).  Catt le were observed al l  the way from the fore

beach wading in the surf to the Laguna Madre on Padre fsland, and Corpus

Christi Bay on Mustang Island.
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