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HISTORICAL RESEARCH MANAGEMENT PLAN 

For 

BIG HOLE NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 

I. THE PARK STORY AND PURPOSE 

A. The Main Histori ca l Theme 

The Indian participants in the Battle of t he Big Hole 

belonged to the five 11non-treaty 11 bands of Nez Perce . They 

had refused to recognize an earlier treaty, whereby a maj or­

ity of the tribe had agreed to give up their ancestra l lands 

for a reservation of limited extent; clinging, instead, to 

their familiar valleys and uplands in that area where the 

states of Washington, Oregon and Idaho come together. 

The non-treaty Nez Perce - crowded upon by settlers 

and cajoled by government officials - finall y agreed t o accept 

a reservation way of life, and were in the act of moving their 

herds of cattle and horses within the prescribed boundaries 

when several young men undertook to avenge wrongs suffered by 

their families at the hands of white settlers. In the tense 

s i tuation then existing, those irresponsible actions were 

misinterpreted as a general uprising, and General 0 .0. Howard 



employed his troops in a manner which forced the non-treaty 

Indians into conflict. 

After two major battles and several skirmishes, the 

hos tiles decided to leave their homeland and cross the moun­

tains eastward to the buffalo range, where they hoped to be 

left alone. Accordingly, they retreated over the tortuous 

Lolo Trail into Montana Territory. There, after by-passing 

the ineffectual barricade intended to block their entrance 

into the Bitterroot Valley, they were allowed an unhindered 

passage. Thus, upon their arrival in the Big Hole Valley 

early in August, most of the Nez Perce - though not all -

really believed the war had been left behind in Idaho. 

While the fugitive Nez Perce were entering Monta na, a 

force hurriedly gathered a t Fort Shaw, near the present city 

of Great Falls, was movi ng to intercept them. Col. John 

Gibbon proceeded with three companies {D, F, a nd K) o f his 

Seventh Infantry by forced marches to the new post then 

under construction near Missoula. Reinforced by the addi­

tion of three more companies of the Seventh {A, G, and I), a 

detachment of the Second Cavalry, and a mountain howitzer, the 

command moved rapidly down the Bitterroot Val ley i n wagons 

on the trail of the Indians. Near the s outhern end of the 

va lley a company of civilian volunteers under Capt. John 

Catlin was added to Gibbon' s force, i ncreasing it to 183 
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effectives - 17 officers, 132 enlisted men and 34 volunteers . 

On the evening of August 7, Colonel Gibbon decided to 

send Lt. James H. Bradley and a small party of s oldiers 

and civilians ahead of his column for the purpose of recon­

noitering the encampment of the Nez Perce Indians in the 

Big Hole Valley . ··.·~.:: detachment pushed down Trail Creek 

during the night and, by the following morning, had reached 

a point about five miles above that stream' s junction with 

the North Fork of Big Hole River . 

There, Br adley halted his men in a conveniently hidden 

cove while he, with Lt. Joshua Jacobs and Sergeant Wil liams, 

moved cautious ly f orward until they could hear sounds of 

activit y a t the Indian encampment. By climbing a tall 

fi r tree on the shoulder of Battle Hountain , 3radley obtained 

an unrestricted view o f the Nez Perce village in the meadow 

below . He noted the number and a rrangement of the tipis , 

the lay of the land and the fac t that new lodge p oles were 

being c u t and peeled (evidence the Indians did not intend 

to move immediately); then he sent a messenger up Trail 

Creek to inform Colonel Gibbon of the situation. 

Gibbon was able to bring the main column down to Bradley' s 

Cove on the evening of August 8, and the wagons were placed 
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in a defensive position in the care of wagon master Hugh 

Kirkendall. The troops were allowed to rest unti l 11 :00 

pm. 

The battle plan called for a night-approach march down 

Trail Creek almost to the place where it debouches into the 

Big Hole Valley , t her 1cross a spur ridge and northward along 

an old Indian trail skirting the foot of Battle Mountain t o 

positions opposite the unsuspecting and unguarded Indian 

encampment. From there, a three-pronged attack, intended t o 

envelop the camp , was to be launched at dawn. The plan a lso 

called for the mountain howitzer to be brought up to the 

vicinity of the attack after daylight. 

Lieutenant Bradley led the approach-march and had the 

companies deployed well be fore it was light. The force was 

distributed along a front of about 1200 yards, with 

Bradley's de tachment of soldiers and the Bitterroot Valley 

ci tizens on the left (they were to enter the encampment from 

the northern, or downstream, end). The center of the line 

was occupied by the companies of Captains Comba and Sanno -

D and K - who were to charge their men directly across the 

swamp and river against the flank of the encampment , while 

the right of the line was occupied by Captain Logan's 

Company A, which was to operate against the southern, or 
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upstream, end of t he camp. Two companies , F and I - under 

Cap t ains Wi l liams and Rawn , were he l d i n reserve . 

While the soldiers we re nervously awaiting the command 

to advance on t he sleep i ng villa ge , an e qually tense vigil 

was bei ng kept a t the parked wagon train . There, Hugh 

Kirkenda l l had done a l l he could t o fortify the pos i tion and 

had posted sentries , one of whom was Will i am Woodcock, a 

colored servant of Lieutenant Jacobs. On one of his rounds, 

Hugh challenged Woodcock, a nd tha t individual r esponded by 

discharging his shotgun at the feet of the wagon master . 

The advance on the encampment was begun at 3:30am. on 

August 9 , when a line of. ski rmishers moved down into the 

river bottom and began a slow advance through t he intervening 

swamp. When they were about 200 yards from the t i p is, a 

single Indian left his lodge, mounted a pon~ and rode toward 

the skirmish line with the evident intention of going to the 

pony herd which was grazi ng on the hillside above the line 

where the troops deployed. He was an old man by t he name of 

Natalekin, with notoriously poor vision. So, he rode into 

the advanci ng line and was shot down by f our civilian volun­

teers, who thus opened the fight. 

The ski rmishers dashed forward through brush and water 

and the compani es followed . The soldiers ha lted at severa l 
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places to deliver volley fire into the tipis , and many 

Indians were killed where they lay sleeping; others milled 

abou t i n panic, or ran i nto the willows undressed and 

unarmed , but some managed to escape with guns rnd ammuni­

tion. 

Immediately after reaching the north end of the encamp­

ment, Lieutenant Bradley was killed while leading his men 

into some willow brush - the first casualty among the troops. 

At the opposite end of the village, the company of Captain 

Logan was soon hard-pressed a nd the reserve companies had 

to be sent to his support. There, a see-saw fight developed 

among the tipis, along the river and in the brush-covered 

flat beyond its west bank, where Captain Logan was killed. 

The troops which entered the center of the encampment 

attempted to fire the leather tip i s, but they were damp 

with dew and not readily combustible. While they were so 

engaged, more Indians escaped to stiffen the resistance 

offered by tribesmen at the two ends of the camp. The 

troops were soon brought under effective fire from the 

willows along the river and from snipers on the hillside to 

the west, as well as from the outskirts of the camp, and 

casualties began to mount. Among those hit was Lieutenant 

Woodruff and Colonel Gibbon, the latter be i ng wounded in 

the thigh while directing his men from horseback. 
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About 8 o'clock, Gibbon began to realize his troops 

could not hold their position in the Indian encampment, 

and he ordered a retreat to the line of origina l dep l oyment 

al ong the base of Battle Mountain. The men of t he center and 

rigLt managed the retrograde movement very well, and, from 

the base of the hill, they were pulled back along t he old 

I ndian trail to a timber-covered bench at the mouth of a 

prominent draw , Yhcrt t hey entrenched among the down-logs. 

The men on the left, lacking Bradley's leadership , appear 

not t o have made the retreat with the other troops, but 

straggled in later - after fighting their way t o the siege 

area through the brush at the foot of Battle Mountain. 

Their retreat was much hampered by the activity of a sni p er 

who had taken his position behind the trunk of one of a pa i r 

of large Douglas firs part way up the slope. He killed a 

number of the men retreating through the brush below, and 

was finally dislodged by the fire of two marksmen who rested 

their rifles on the trunk of a partially-fallen tree and 

fired together, killing him. 

On reaching the place selected for their stand , Gibbon's 

men drove out the few Indians who opposed them and quickly 

prepared a defensive position by piling up barricades of 

logs and digging shallow entrenchments with trowel bayonets. 

The position was reasonably secure on the side toward the 
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river, for there they were elevated thirty feet above the 

swamp, but, on the north and west, the Indians were able 

to find commanding places from which they managed a plunging 

fire into the breastworks. Several well-situated snipers 

were quite succehsful in inflicting casua l ties on the be­

sieged troops. That, with the lack of food and water , 

created much suffering and lowered morale rapidly. 

The detail which had been given the task of bringing 

forward the mountain howitzer started at daylight under the 

guidance of Joe Blodgett, a civilian scout who was familiar 

with the area. Progress was slow because timber had to be 

cut to make the route passable, but about noon the gun was 

seen - by the Indians - on the ridge above the siege area . 

The crew did the best they could to place the piece in 

service as the Indians charged, but they managed only two 

ineffectual shots before being overrun. 

The gun crew consisted of six enlisted men - two 

sergeants, a corporal,and three pr i vates. During the brief 

defense, Corporal Sale (the only experienced art illeryman 

among them) was killed, and Sergeants Daly and Frederics 

were wounded, while the team driver, Private Bennett , was 

pinioned beneath a wounded animal. The other pr ivates made 

their escape with Scout Blodgett and Woodcock, t he same 
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colored man who earlier discharged hi s shotgun in front of 

the wagon maste r . Blodget t , Woodcock, the two sergeants, 

and Pr ivate Bennett all made t heir way back to the corra l led 

wag~~ t r a in , but Pr i va t es McGr egor y and Gould missed t he 

cove and cont inued on to the Bi tterroot Valley, alarming the 

s ettlers there wi t h a t a l e of disaster . 

After capturing t he howitzer , the Indi ans dismount ed 

the barrel and buried it shallowly , then r ol l e d the carr i age 

wheels down the steep slope toward Tra il Creek in an effort 

to destroy the gun. In fol l owing the trail of the men who 

fled toward the wagons, the Indians came upon a pa ck animal 

with 2,000 rounds of rifle ammunition, which t hey appropr i ated ; 

but they did not find the forted-up wagons. 

During the afternoon of that day - August 9, the warriors 

around the siege area gradually withdrew until t here were 

only about 30 Indians left to pin down the exhausted and 

suffering soldiers. The other warriors r e turned to t he en­

campment to assist with the burial of the Ne z Perce dead and 

the gatheri ng of horses and effects , in or der to start t he 

non-combatants eastward and out of t he battle area. By 

mid-afternoon they were moving under the direct supervis i on 

of Chief Joseph, while control of the fighting was taken f rom 

Chief Looking Glass, who had l ost fa ce through failure to 
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anticipate the surprise attack. A capable half- breed known 

as "Poker Joe" took his place as war leader. 

Toward evening, the small force of Nez Perce warr iors 

surrounding the troops made an attempt to fire t he grass 

and underbrush and thus burn them out, but the materia l on 

the ground was not sufficiently dry t o carry fire well and 

the flames did no real damage. The number of Indians was 

further reduced during the night by the withdrawal of other 

warriors until less than a dozen remained to watch the 

soldiers, who were, by that time, incapable of aggressive 

action. 

Colonel Gibbon started a messenger out that night wi t h 

a plea for assistance. He was a civilian by the name of 

Billy Edwards who started afoot and eventually got to Deer 

Lodge. Another volunteer, Billy Ryan , was sent to the 

mining camp on the North Fork of Salmon River, and a party 

of seven civilians left without authorization, returning to 

the Bitterroot Valley where their stories spread gloom and 

dismay. 

A rider - Sergeant Oliver Sutherland with a dispatch 

from General Howard, reached the siege area abou t dawn on 

August 10, without being molested by the Nez Perce Indians. 

They recognized him as the harbinger of reinforcements which 
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wou ld s oon arrive , and, not l ong after, they f i r ed t wo 

volleys int o the ent renchments and l e f t to join their re­

trea ting f amilies, thus endi ng t he Ba ttle of the Bi g Hole. 

A detail sent back t o t he wagon tra i n found it intact 

and the supplies were moved up t o where a camp could be 

established tha t evening. General Howard arrived wit h his 

advance guard a c l tJ o ' clock on Augus t 11 , and doctors, wi t h 

suppl i es and ambulances, arrived later t o begin the wor k 

of evacuating the wounded. 

The casualties were officia l l y r eported as 83 f or the 

Indians; t hough tha t figure may be low; and , f or Gibbon' s 

command, 29 dead and 40 wounded, of which 5 dead and 4 

wounded were from the civilian volunteer s. One off icer and 

one enlisted man died l ater, raising the total casual ties 

for the whites to 3l k i lled and 38 wo unded - th i rty seven 

percent of those who took part in that 24- hour engagem~nt. 

As Colonel Gibbon reported , it was a "sha rp li t t le affair" . 

B. Subsidiary Historical Themes 

There are several subsidiary historical t hemes involving 

the Big Hole Battlefield which are not presently being in­

terpreted. They are: 
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1. The relationship of the site to Indian trailways and 

migration routes, and their use by the Nez Perce Indians 

in the years preceeding the battle in 1877. 

2. The involvement of the site in mini ng operations befor e 

and after the battle, with particular emphasis on the 

hydraulic mining known as the ''Mormon diggings." 

3. The use of the site and the surrounding area for cattle 

ranching and homesteading, including the "Ruby ditch" 

project. 

c. Relationship of Historical Themes to Natural History 
and Anthropology 

The Big Hole Valley is a crescent-shaped, alpine area 

extending 60 miles from "horn to horn" and having a maximum 

width of 15 miles (opposite the battlefield). Except on 

the elevated "benches", water is abundant, so that the 

character of the valley is predominantly that of a wet 

meadow. Such a condition exists because a generous precipi-

tation, much of which is in the form of snow, is held near 

the surface of the relatively flat valley by the impervious 

nature of the underlying soils. In effect, the valley is 

a shallow reservoir naturally adapted to the raising of 

lush grasses. 
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In earlier times the valley provided a summer range for 

larg a numbers of ungulates and that, with the opportunities 

for f ishi ng , made i t a favorite resort of I ndi ans. Prehis­

toric evi dences i ndicate ancient use of the area , whi le the 

Nez Perce name - Iskumlselalik Pah, '~lace-of-the-ground 

s qui r rels " - shows they were sufficiently fami liar with i t 

to have need fo~ a designation. It is probable t ha t the 

Nez Perce use of the Big Hole Va lley is a manifes tation of 

their increased mobility a f ter obtaining horses in the 

Eighteenth Century. 

Though the Big Hole Valley has been taken over through­

out by cattl e ranchers, who cut its wild hay to use as 

winter feed f or their stock, their activit i e s have not in­

truded noticeably upon the ser eni t y and wild beauty of t he 

l andscape. In fact , the location of the battlefield upon 

the periphery of the ranched l ands has spared it a lmost 

enti rely from inharmonious influences. The view f rom the 

new headquarters site is across meadow, serpentining stream 

and wi llow swamp to a bald hills i de backed by forested 

r i dges and far-off , snow-capped peaks. It is a scene which 

the eye readily accepts as essentia l ly that of the day of 

the battle . 
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The fortunate posit i oning of the battlefield has also 

worked to perpetuate the fauna of its past. Elk and bear 

are occasionally seen on the slope of Battle Mountain, 

moose and deer browse the willow swamps along the North Fork 

of Big Hole River, while waterfowl inhabit the beaver ponds 

below the siege a rea . 

Though not critically important to the histor ica l theme, 

the natural history resources of the 3ig Hole National 

Battlefield do help to reinforce it. 

D. Statement of Historical Significance 

As a focal point in one of the least justifiable of all 

our Indian wars, the Big Hole National Battlefield is both a 

memorial to the courage and tenacity o£ the men of two dis­

parate cultures, and a reminder of a dark phase in the 

Indian-White relationship. 

In the first sense - as a memorial - this battlefield 

provides an insight into the purposes and the feelings 

of the individual participants as much as any other conflict of 

the Indian wars because it is so well document ed from the par­

ticular viewpoint of each side, and because t here is such a 

wealth of supporting physical evidence. The s trong sense of 

duty and steadiness o f the white soldier is a s apparent as 
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the Indian warrior's resolve to protect his own, and the 

travai l o£ both, and the Indian non-combatants as well , 

stands out in bold relie£. 

In the second sense - as a reminder - the battle o£ the 

Big Hole illustrates the bitter end product o f misguided 

policy. Through an arbitrary and unfeeling application of 

the reservation policy to one o £ the most upright and progressive 

Indian tribes in the West (a people who had nearly bridged the 

gap between their own stone-age culture and the white man's 

way o£ life), an unjust war was provoked and an admirable 

people were treated to such deeds as volley £iring into tipis 

inhabited by families. In few other incident s does the i njus -

tice and £utility o£ settling a dispute by force o£ arms appear 

more plainly than in this battle. 

E. Reasons £or Establishment of the Park 

Big Hole Battlefield National Monument was established 

by Executive Order No. 1216, June 23, 191~ under the Antiq­

uities Act by Pres ident William H. Tart. President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt expanded the original rive acres to two hundred 

acres on June 29, 1939, by Proclamation No. 2339. Public 

Law 8824 (88th Congress 5138) May 17 , 1963, a uthorized a 

fur ther boundary increase to include 666 acres encompassing 
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all the points of historical interest and changed the 

area 1 a designation from ' 'Monument 11 to ''Nat i onal Bat tlefield 11
• 

The purpose for the establishment of Big Hol e National 

Battlefield as stated in the master plan Pccepted July 24 , 

1964, is as follows : 

"To provide for the preservation of historic features 

and sites associated with the Battle of the Big Hole, 

to interpret its significance as a part of the Indian 

and White conflict during the period of westward ex­

pansion, and to facilitate the administration of the 

battlefield for the benefit of present and future 

visitors." 
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II. HISTORICAL RESOURCES OF THE BATTLEFIELD 

A. Tangible Resources 

1. Sites and Remains 

a. Those related to the main park themes 

There are seven separate sites of major importance to 

the story of t~ bt' ! l e of the Big Hole. All but one of 

these lie within the compass of the boundaries established 

for the battlefield; however, the presence of a large in­

holding leaves an important part of the area under private 

control. The site which is outside the boundaries ha s not 

yet been located with certainty, though it is definitely 

on Federally owned lund. The following are the major s ites: 

The Siege Area lies on the lip of the alluvial fan 

which debouches from "Battle Gulch". Its shape is that of 

a rough paralellogram, oriented with the long axis on a 

northeast to southwest direction and containing approxi• 

mately four acres. Upon this ground the concluding third 

of the battle took place, with evidences yet apparent in 

the sunken trace of the perimeter entrenchment , some 

separately fortified positions, a nd in the sixty odd stumps 

of trees damaged by combat and relic hunting. This area 

is ringed by positions known to have been occupied by 

Indian combatants whose activities are well documented; 
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within it, in unmarked gravet, lie the remains of many of 

the white casualties, and it also contains three memorials -

including the six•ton , granite "soldier monument " which 

inspired the original reservation of five acres . n 1910. 

Because of ita association with the soldier monument, 

this site is the best known and most adequately developed 

of the major sites. Early marking of specific events 

connected with this phase of the battle was accomplished 

by T. C. Sherrill, a white participant, and by severa l 

Nez Perce Indians brought back to the area by L. v. 

McWhorter. Based on that information and the visible 

evidencesof battle, the site has been interpreted in a 

consistent manner since the early nineteen-twenties. The 

original development took the form of a loop trail, in­

formational signs and a small log museum housing the 

mountain howitzer and some battle relics. Since 1960, 

the informational signa have been replaced by a self­

guiding system using a booklet keyed to numbered stations 

along the trail, and the museum has been overhauled t o 

fit its exhibits into the interpretive scheme. 

A discussion of plans for future interpretation of 

this site will be delayed until all the sites have been 

described, when the subject will be considered f or t he 

battlefield as a whole. 
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The Indian Encampment Area lies in a meadow on the 

east side of the North Fork of Big Hole River. It is 

approximately one•half mile northeast of the Siege Area, 

covering a crescent-shaped site , 900 feet long by 300 

feet wide, with the long axis lying north-south. Here 

the initial attack was made, and in the vicious, hand­

to-hand combat w' t r•, :.-,llowed, two-thirds of the battle's 

casualties occurred. Most of the dead, estimated as at 

least one hundred, were buried on the site; however, 

ranching activities on this yet privately-owned land 

have removed the evidences of these burials, except in 

a single case. 

For many years the location of the Indian Encampment 

was known only very generally from the crude sketch maps made 

immediately after the battle. In 1937, L.V. McWhorter 

brought a second group of Nez Perce Indians to the battle­

field, using information provided by those Indian 

informants to set stakes marking important positions. The 

MCWhorter stake locations were later reduced to map form 

and the knowledge so recorded has recently found support 

in metal-locator investigations on the site. Such research 

has been greatly hampered by private ownership, which has 

also largely excluded the public from the site. 
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The Howitzer Capture Area is situated on a pr ominent 

ridge one-quarter mile southwest of the Siege Ar ea . This 

site, of only one-half acre extent, was verified by 

metal- l ocator research in 1964. There , where tradition 

had always placed the incident, ar t ifact recoveries in­

dicated a hot small-arms fight and the destruct i on of 

artillery ammunition. The site has since been brought 

into the interpretive program by opening a t r a il t o it 

and providing an appropriate exhibit panel. 

The Twin Trees Area is occupied by t wo old- growth 

Douglas fir trees standing upon the steep slope of 

"Battle Mountain" two thousand feet northeast of the 

Siege Area. From that vantage point a l one sni per is 

reputed to have seriously harassed the whi tes r etreating 

from the Indian Encampment toward the place where they 

stood siege. This is a well-documented s i te but it has 

little to offer beyond an excellent view of t he Indian 

Encampment Area and the intervening swamps. Hence , no 

attempt has yet been made at on-s ite interpre tation . 

The Retreat Area lies between the Indi an Encampment 

Area and the Siege Area. It is composed of swamps 

through which the retrograde movement of the whites was 

made as a series of charges followed by a dr i bble of 
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individual• and 1mall aroup1. Thi1 1ite wa1 the 1cene 

of 1udden conf rontation•• 10me of which are documented, 

and it wa1 the place of the death and burial of a number 

of combatant•. 

Becau1e of it1 jungle-like character, a lack of 

relation of kncwn , ~ 6ntl to places on the ground and 

private ownership which controls a t hird of the eite, 

no attempt has yet been made to include it in the 

interpretive program. 

The Wagon Train Area is the only major site associ­

ated with the battle which lies outside the boundaries 

most recently established for the battlefield. Since 

the location where the wagon train was parked during 

the fight may never be identified, and is, in any case, 

too far removed from the battle to be readily related 

to it - this site should be treat ed separately in 

interpretation, possibly as a wayside exhibit adjacent 

to State Highway 43. 

In addition to the foregoing major sites, there are 

a number of sites of les1er significance. The present in­

formation on these minor sites is more or less inadequate, 

introducing an element of doubt concerning the location of 
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each. The line along which the troops deployed prior to 

the attack on the Indian Encampment, has been a ssumed - from 

documentary sources - to correspond roughly to the alignment 

of the old Tie Creek Trail between the Siege Area and a 

point below the Twin Trees; but no conf i rming evidence has 

yet been found on the ground (which might be too much to 

expect). Also, the isolated sni per position in the swamp 

about 150 yards southeast of the Siege Ar ea, res ts solely 

upon the identification of a white participant. If as many 

rounds were fired from that location a s he indicates, it 

would seem logical to expect recovery of s ome cartridge 

cases there; but metal-locator search ha s produced nothing. 

The place of Natalekin's death , i n the swamp between 

the foot of "Battle Mountain" and the Indi an Encampment , 

remains unknown. Since the shots which ki l led that aged , 

and nearly blind, Indian also opened the battle, it would 

be helpful to relocate the place. The grave of the Indian 

warrior, Sarp-sis Ilp•pilp, is somewhere upon the hillside 

above the caretaker' s hous e ; and the picket pos t occupied 

by Nez Perce warriors t o prevent reinf or cement of the whites 

at the Siege Area lie s wi thin t he margin of the forest 

just below the place where t he howitzer was cap t ured. 

Two other sites of minor i n t e r es t a re the t r ee which 

Lt. James Bradley climbed when scouting the Nez Perce 
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village the day before the battle (this is probably not 

identifiable because there are too many likely possi­

bilities on the slope of "Battle Mountain"), and the ridge 

from ~tich General 0.0. Howard viewed the battlefield as 

he came to the relief of the white survivors. Though this 

latter point is about one-quarter mile outside the boundary 

of the battlefiel ·• i- ~rovides a magnificent view of the 

entire locale. 

The interpretive plan for the Big Hole National 

Battlefield proposes, at such time as the acquisition of 

land and the development of facilities is completed, to 

introduce the visitor to the area through a visitor center 

located on the lip of the Ruby Bench and overlooking the 

battlefield from the east. There, with the entire field 

of action exposed to view against a backdrop of magnifi­

cent mountain scenery, orientation will be accomplished 

through dioramas which can be compared visually with the 

present landscape, and by brief audiovisual presentations; 

both backed up by meaningful exhibits. 

From the visitor center, a road terminating at a 

parking area in the valley below will provide access to 

the battlefield sites. A footpath from the parking area 

will link the Siege Area, Retreat Area and Indian Encamp­

ment Area, with provision for return from the latter 
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directly t o the vi sitor center or the parking area . Spur 

trails will give access t o the Howitzer Capture Ar ea and 

the Twin Trees Area . I n t erpr eta tion of the battle field 

sites will be by means of a self-guiding publicat ~ on keyed 

to numbered t rails i de marker s , on the general plan of the 

present self-guiding t r a il in t he Siege Area . Suppor ting 

literature will be available a t the visitor center informa­

tion desk. 

The existing knowledge of the battle;i eld is so extensive -

in terms of the actual locations and the nature of the 

particular actions - that t he Battle of the Big Hole is 

probably the best documented ma jor Indian fight in the 

West. A combination of on- t he- gr ound identification by 

battle partic ipants with artifact recovery and documentary 

corroboration has answered al l t he major questions except 

where the wagon train was parked (a question of relatively 

minor importance since t he s ite i s well outside the bound-

aires of the battlefield). I n addition to the clear 

understanding of t he battle in its broad outlines, a wealth 

of minor de t ai l make s i t possible to fill in many lesser 

events of a dramatic na t ure. 
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I I. HISTORICAL RESOURCES OF THE BATTLEFIELD 

A. Tangible Resources 

1. Sites and Remains 

b. Those related to subsidiary themes 

The Big Hole National Battlefield area includes four 

sites which are concerned ~· •d· ~o ..:: cess, mining, and homesteading. 

These are: 

The Old Road to the Siege Area. The six-ton "Soldier 

Monument" placed in the Siege Area in 1883 was transported from the 

railroad at Dillon, Montana, by ox•drawn wagon for 80 miles through 

a country then without formal roads. The track of that vehicle pro­

vided the first road into the battlefield - a route which remained in 

use until about 1915. Traces of the old road remain visible from 

the point where it crossed the North Fork of Big Hole River for a 

half mile through the swamp to the edge of the Siege Area, providing 

an interesting view of the nature of the early roads of the Big Hole 

Valley. 

The Mormon Diggings on the Ruby Bench. The scars left 

by the unproductive effort of Mormon miners to extract gold from 

bentonitic clays by hydraulic mining in the last years of the nine­

teenth century are a prominent feature of the landscape near the new 

visitor center. Vestiges of the miner's cabins were lost in the course 

of recent development work but the "digginas" - those great pits now 
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par tially filled with well established trees - remain as a sufficient 

reminder of a very destructive activity. Use of those p leasantly­

shaded recesses as picnic areas (they are readily accessible) will 

pr obably be che most important purpose they can serve, and it does 

not exclude minimal interpretation. 

The Ruby Ditc~ on the slope below the visitor center. 

It is a sad reminder of ~ rather unrealistic effort t o bring water 

f rom Lost Trail Creek onto the Ruby Bench (a sagebrush covered fan 

projecting from the mountains into the Big Hole Valley). A company 

formed locally spent a large sum of money on the ditch and a high 

t restle which carried a flume across the Valley of the North Fork 

of Big Hole River, but the venture failed in the first decade of t his 

century, bringing financial ruin to its backers who were mainly small 

homesteaders. The lands thus lost were quickly absorbed into a few 

large cattle ranches. It would seem unnecessary to do more, 

in interpretation, than to provide a brie£ explanation o£ the 

project at the point where the battlefield trail will cross the 

abandoned ditch on the return to the visitor center. 

Two Battlefield Homesteads: one which was occupied 

briefly at the Siege Area, and one of greater permanence in the 

meadow at the Indian Encampment Site. The first is now evident only 

by its residual of domestic rubbish, while the other has been nearly 

obliterated by subsequent hay-ranching and stock handling . Since 

bot h sit es impinge upon the battle scene proper, they should be 

entirely ignored in the area ' s interpretive plan. 
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II. HISTORICAL RESOURCES OF THE BATTLEFIELD 

A. Tangible Resources 

2. Historic Structures 

The Big Hole National Battlefield does not include any 

structures which can be so classed. 

B. Intangible Resources 

The Nez Perce Indians had amassed considerable geograph­

ical knowledge concerning the northern Rocky Mountains , and 

the contiguous plains, from the tribal hunting excursions 

which were a feature of their life after the introducti on 

of the horse. Two trans•montane trails identified with 

their name attest to their free roving nature, and are of 

subsidiary interest since the existence of these routes 

provided the Nez Perce Indians with an apparent alternative 

to submission when the impossibility of a successful defense 

of their homeland became apparent early in the War of 1877. 

The Big Hole Valley is an anachronism in being much 

closer to "frontier" conditions and attitudes t han is 

generally the case in Montana and the West. Not only is it 

a large area of rudimentary development in such socia lizing 

influences as schools (as yet without a high school), roads 
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(the first paved road in the last decade), electr i c power 

(also within the past decade), and modern telephone service 

(since 1965); but also peculiarly primitive • for these 

times - in terma of attitudes. It is essent i a l l y a l and of 

cattle baronies, wherein the viewpoints of the pre-1900 

cattle rancher continue to -predominate. Other early Western 

attitudes, including the usual antipathies to Indians and 

Indian culture are yet apparent, of course with a concurrent 

glorification of white activities. This "Western" provin­

cialism must be taken into account for its remaining colorful 

aspects (cattle ranching) and for its influence on t he int er­

pretive activities at Big Hole National Battlefield. 

C. Other Resources 

The Big Hole National Battlefield does not have notable 

collections requiring historical research. 
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III. STATUS OF RESEARCH 

A. R£search Accomplished 

The earliest work at the Big Hole National Battlefield 

which can be considered research was the marking of certain points 

of interest in the Siege Area by T.C • Sherrill in 1917-1918. At 

that time the Forest Supervisor encouraged Sherrill (then a care­

taker at the battlefie l ,. ) t v ~erpetuate his knowledge, as a battle 

participant, by placing stakes and recording the action at such 

points. This information was the original basis for a self-guiding 

trail established by the Forest Service during the nineteen-twenties. 

Inadequate mapping of the sites, with the loss of some of the signs 

over the years, left some of the Sherrill data in disrepute, but 

enough remained to form a substantial part of the information 

presently incorporated into the Trail Guide to the Siege Area (a 

publication keyed to numbered trailside stations). Sherrill's 

data is obviously egocentric, and probably exaggerated, but it does 

have considerable human interest value. 

In 1928, L. V. McWhorter, a Yakima, Washington , lawyer 

interested in the Yakima and Nez Perce Indian peoples, brought 

several aged Nez Perce Indians to the battlefield. With the help 

of those warriors - Indian participants in the battle of August 9, 

1877 - information representing events as seen from the Indian view­

point was recorded and the locations were staked. Another visit 

in September 1937 resulted in the staking of other significant 
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locations (parti cularly in the Indian Encampment Area). The 

results of both visits were perpetuated in McWhorter' s "Historical 

Stake Tabulation of the Indian Campsite", and a supplement dated 

8/31/38 ; 6 pp., typed. The staked locations are shown on 

Floyd A. Henderson ' s map "Big Hole Battlefield National Monument 

and Proposed Additions"; one sheet , drawn at the scale of 1 inch 

equals 2 chains, August 11, 1938. McWhorter's data also provides 

much of the framework for his two books, Yellow Wolf: His Own 

Story (Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers, 1940), 324 pp., and 

Hear Me , MY Chiefs!(Caldwell , Idaho: The Caxton Printers 1952) , 

640 pp. 

The Henderson map, noted above and hereafter called the 

"McWhorter Stake Map ," was based on coq>ass directions and paced 

distance s which introduced inconsistencies difficult to reconcile 

with later surveys. However, both Sherrill's and McWhorter's lo­

cations were successfully added to the base map prepared by 

transit and tape surveys in 1964-65 (See NB-BIHO 8812, 8813, 8814). 

Another compass and pacing map purporting to show the loca­

tions identified by Sherrill and McWhorter in the Siege Area was 

prepared in 1940 by M. Sedar, but it should be ignored as the 

accuracy is demonstrably low. 

No further research was accomplished for almost two decades; 

then, Don Rickey, Jr., Historian at Custer Battlefield, was 

assigned to make a reconnaissance of the Big Hole Battlefield wi th 
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his metal detector. The work accomplished July 16-22, 1959, was 

very fruitfu l, resulting in the recovery of a large number of sig­

nificant artifacts. Rickey's accomplishment was reported in "Field 

Research, Big Hole Battlefield National Monument, July 16-22, 1959"; 

9 pp. typed, including 2 sketch maps. Ranger Robert Burns made some 

additional finds that fall and the following summer, but many of his 

"finds" were lost through inadequate recording. 

The most important result of this initial metal-locator in­

vestigation (Rickey's) was the location of a troop firing line from 

which at least three volleys were fired into the Indian Encampment 

at close range. This line is now known to mark the center of the 

attack force - the companies of Capts. Sanno and Comba - at the 

onset, or opening of the battle. 

On July 21, 1961, Yellowstone Park historian, Aubrey Haines 

discovered the site of a blacksmith shop in the Indian Encampment 

area, near the east end of the bridge by which the first road to 

the battlefield crossed the North Fork of Big Hole River. This 

evidence of the homestead which briefly occupied what is now the 

Indian Encampment site , was reported in a memorandum of July 26, 

1961, ''Discovery of a Blacksmith Shop Site in the Indian Encampment", 

2 pp., typed, and a sketch map. 

A meta l -locator search by o.w. (Bill) Judge, a historical 

writer from Casper, Wyoming, made in the Indian Encampment area late 
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in August . 19616 led to additional information which was given to the 

National Park Service, with the artifacts recovered. This work was 

reported by Jack R. Williams (see , 'Metal Locator Search - Nez Perce 

Indian Camp Area Adjacent to Big Hole Battlefield Nation~ l Monument 

August 21, 22, and 25, 1961"- O.W. (Bill ) Judge; 3 pp. typed, with 

2 pp. of photographs and a sketch map) . As a result of this i n­

vestigation, and some follow-up work by seasonal historian Cecil 

Williamson, the knowledge of the center attack force was greatly 

improved. 

Reminiscent accounts obtained by Haines and Williams in 1961 

also added somewhat to current knowledge of the battlefield area. 

These accounts are recorded as: "Cloyd Wampler Interview, Ju l y 20, 

1961," 10 pp., typed , recorded by Haines; "Interview- Mrs. 

Bernice Ramsey- November 7, 1961", 2 pp., typed, recorded by 

Williams; and "Interview"[with George Minnick, of Wisdom, September 

23 and October 18, 1961), 3 pp., typed, recorded by Williams. 

During the 1961 and 1962 seasons the Acting Management 

Assistant, Jack R. Williams, launched a program of marking the 

locations of all known artifact finds with large, iron bol t s s t amped 

with identifying numbers. These were later compiled as a "Master 

List - Metal Locator Artifact Finds - Siege Area", by Jack Williams, 

November 26, 1962; 3 pp., typed, and 3 maps. 

A research contract between the National Park Service and 
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Idaho State College (AKreement No. 14-10-243-342, dated 5/21/58), 

which was intended to provide a definitive historical study of the 

battle of the Big Hole, was completed byDr. Merrill D. Beal in 1962. 

Unfortunately, the result was a general study of the Nez Perce 

Campaign as a whole, with the battle given only chapter treatment. 

Ver y little new knowledge of either the battle or the campaign was 

presented and the work . ~ _o .1.>.: accomplish the intended purpose. 

No important research was accomplished during 1963, but a 

chance discovery by seasonal historian Kermit M. Edmonds during the 

construction of a trail to an interpretive exhibit led to several 

important r ecoveries that summer and fall. Thus, the site of the 

howitzer episode was located and authenticated beyond any doubt 

(See "Field Research Project Report, Big Hole National Battlefield, 

June, July, August 1964," 25 pp., typed, with 2 maps). 

The need to tie down Kermit Edmond's various "finds" led 

Yellowstone Park Historian Haines to establish coordinate grids 

(surveyed by transit and steel tape) at the Siege Area and the 

Howitzer Capture Site. These local grid systems were oriented on 

the cardinal directions and consisted of 50-foot squares with their 

corners marked by 2 by 2-inch wooden hubs (See NB-BIHO 8813, sheets 

1-4, and NB-BIHO 8814, one sheet; all at the scale of 1 inch equals 

10 feet). Details were filled in by plane table survey methods to 

provide a record of the "location of artifact finds and physical 
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features significant to the interpretation of the Siege Area and 

Howitzer Capture Sites." 

From late fall of 1964 through the spring of 1966, Hi storian 

Haines was assigned to the Big Hole National Ba t tlefield as act ing 

management assistant. Thus , an opportunity was provided t o complete 

the series of base maps begun in 1964. The Indian Encampment Area 

was surveyed on a scale of 1 inch equals 40 feet and all artifact 

"finds" and McWhorter stake locations were tied in (See NB-BIHO 8812, 

1 sheet). The north-south base-line from which this survey originated 

was monumented with iron pipe driven flush with the ground a t the 

400, 600, 800, 1000 and 1200 foot stations. In the Siege Area, an 

east-west base-line was monumented by brass NPS markers set in 

concrete at 100-foot intervals. 

Metal locator research accomplished during 1965 consisted of 

rechecks of the Siege Area and the Howitzer Capture Site, and a 

very productive investigation of two previously untouched port ions 

of the Indian Encampment Area. This later work resulted in estab­

lishment of both the left wing (Bradley's force) and t he right wing 

(Logan-Rawn) of the attacking troops. The work of the 1965 season 

resulted in recovery of 96 items associated with the ba ttle and dis­

covery of a probable battlefield burial. These results are lis ted 

in a "Report on Historical Research Accomplished at Bi g Ho l e National 

Battlefield During 1965," 20 pp., typed, and 6 maps. A listing of 
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all battle a r tifacts recovered by previous investigations, with 

pertinent inf ormation on them, is included as Appendix A., of the 

report. 

No systematic research has been accomplished or reported since 

the above work was completed. 
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III. STA'IDS OF RESEARCH 

B. Research in Progress 

There are no research projects presently authorized for the 

Big Hole Nat i onal Battlefield and no work has been reported during 

the past two seasons. 

C. Cooperation with Non-Service Institutions 

Currently, the Big Hole National Battlefield has no research 

agreements or contracts with outside organizations; however, the 

Montana State University system, the Montana State Historical 

Society, the Montana Archaeological Society and local libraries have 

all been helpful in the past and, presumably, will remain so in the 

future. 
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IV. RESEARCH NEEDS 

While there are no major questions concerning t he battle of 

the Big Hole for which answers must be sought through research , 

some work of a purely supporting nature remains to be accomplished. 

Of this, priority should be given to those investigations which will 

be immediately helpful to development of the area interpretive pro­

gram, which is now in a formative stage. 

Unfortunately, the area where field research is most needed 

is the Indian Encampment and its environs - a site which is 

privately owned at present. The fact that relic hunters frequently 

work over the Indian Encampment area with a considerable annual loss 

of historical information, gives a particular urgency to the minor 

research needed there. If there is no prospect that the land can 

be acquired in the immediate future, an agreement should be made 

with the owner which will allow the essential research to be done 

at once. 

A. Site Identification and Evalua t ion Studies 

As indicated in the preliminary statement, i t is in 

the Indian Encampment Area that field research i s most 

needed . The following is a priority listing of the research 

needed there: 

1. Complete the metal-locator search of the location 

occupied by the right wing of the attack force ( the companies 
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of Logan and Rawn) at the opening of the battle. This 

firing line, which lies roughly between the coordinate 

positions N 900, E 900 and N 600 E 750 (NB BIHO 8812), is 

thickly overgrown with wil lows which have limited the 

effectiveness of previous searches. The apparent align­

ment of this firing line is preserved by iron bolts driven 

into the ground a t the ends of the swath along which 

cartridge cases were recovered in the spring of 1966. 

2. Check the presumed burial depression found at 

coordinate position N 1080 , E 820 (NB BIHO 8812). This 

should be done by excavation in accordance with proper 

archaeological procedures. 

3. Make a metal-locator search of the north half of 

the Indian village proper, which includes most of the 

area north from grid 900 to 1500, and east from 1000 to 

1300. Particular emphasis should be placed on a search 

in the vicinity of coordinate position N 1460, E 1230 

(NB BIHO 8812), where Lt. Bradley is presumed to have 

been killed and buried. 

4. Test excavations should be made by archaeological 

methods to determine the extent to which agricultural 

use has affected the Indian Encampment Area . If, as is 
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now believed, the meadow where the Indian village stood ~ 

plowed by the homesteader who later occupied t he site, then 

it is likely that much battle evidence has been turned under 

and lies too deep for metal-locator recovery. Test excava­

tion will determine this, and establish the advisability of 

archaeological investigation to recover particular tipi 

locations by the hearth charr and other debris. If the a r ea 

has been plowed, many battle artifacts may remain at a depth 

of eight inches to a foot; if it has not been plo,.red, the 

battle artifacts are likely gone, but individual tipi 

locations would probably be recoverable. 

The needs of the area interpretive plan can be met by 

re-staking the three firing lines, and the important events 

recorded by L. V. McWhorter, through survey based on the positions 

recorded on NB BIHO 8812. Such a re-establishment by surveying 

methods is not strictly research, but it could be efficiently 

combined wi th the research suggested under Items 1 to 4 above. 

5. Make a metal-locator search be tween grids N 1300 and 

N 1500, from the North Fork of Big Hole River westward 

nearly to the foot of Battle Mountain, to loca te , if 

possible, the place where the old Indian, Nata l ekin, wa s 

killed by the volley of shots which opened the battl e . 

Because of the human interest value associated with t his 

event, a knowledge of the location would be helpfu l i n 

interpreting the initial phase of the battle . 
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At the Siege Area the only research needed is an archeo­

logical-type investigation to determine the original outline 

of the intrenchments and, if possible, the location of a number 

of burials ~de in the trenches and near the present memorial 

to Chief Joseph (a footpath may have been built over the graves 

at the latter place). This research does not warrant a high 

priority since it will have l i ttle influence upon the existing 

body of knowledge, but it should be accomplished prior to any 

major changes in the interpretation of the Siege Area (particularly, 

it should preceed any re-routing of the trail or shifting of 

structures). 

While the desirability of locating the place where the 

wagon train was parked has been mentioned, it is doubtful if 

research toward that end is justified since the site is well out­

side the battlefield boundaries and little more could be done 

there than to place a monument or plaque. In any case such 

research would pose a very difficult problem as there are no 

adequate clUQs to the possible location. 

IV. RESEARCH NEEDS 

B. General Background Studies and Survey Histories 

No research of this class is required. 
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c. Studies for Interpretive Development 

The presently available information provides an 

adequate basis for the preparation of the audiovisual 

script for use at the new visitor center . A t tail guide 

leaflet and the marking of important locations in the 

Indian Encampment Area can also be accomplished from the 

data now in hand, As mentioned under part A of this 

section, the suggested site research could enrich the in­

terpretive plan, but the items listed only support the 

plan - - they are not of critical importance. 

D. Development Studies 

None are needed at this time. 

E. Park Histories 

An administrative history of Big Hole National 

Battlefield has not yet been undertaken as a project, 

and probably cannot be until the area has a qualified 

historian on its staff. 

V. SUMMARY OF RESEARCH PROPOSALS 

No research study proposals have yet been submitted 

for Big Hole National Battlefield, and none can logically 

be presented until the status of the Indian Encampment Area 

is resolved by purchase of the site from its private owner. 
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APPENDIX I 

Bibliography 

The libr ary at Big Hole National Battlefield is entirely inade­

quate, but this wi ll cause no particular inconvenience until the area 

staff is enlarged to include a professional historian. At present 

the collection contains only s aven books dealing with the central 

theme of the area, and, of those, only one is concerned predomi­

nantely with the battle. 

There is an unorganized collection of pamphlets, newspaper items, 

reminiscences and photographs gathered over the years, with some 

copies of primary manuscript materials. The impover i shed nature of 

the collection is a direct result of past failure to provide ade­

quately for the area in terms of finances, office facilities , and 

trained personnel. 

While there is no bibliographic card file - one is hardly 

necessary where so few materials are concerned - the basis for 

such a file i s in existence in the form of "A List of Published 

and Manuscript Sources Relating to the History of the Nez Perce 

War of 1877," compiled by A. L. Haines, April 1964; 36 pp., typed. 

This contains 253 entries covering all phases of the Nez Perce 

campaign, and 108 entries concerned particularly with the Battle 

of the Big Hole . 
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1. Books Dealing With the General Period of History 

Andew Garcia, Tough Trip Through Paradise, edited by Bennett Stein 

(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1967). A contemporary 

account indicative of frontier life in Montana. 

Jay Monaghan, editor, The Book of the American West 

(New York: Julian Messner, Inc. , 1963). 

An illustrated compendium on early Western life and conditions . 

Alva J. Noyes, The Story of Ajax (Helena, Mont.: State Publishing 

Company, 1914). 

An account of life in the Big Hole Valley during the period 

of settlement. 

2 . Published Materials Concerning the Park Story : 

Books 

Merrill D. Beal, I Will Fight No More Forever (Seatt le: University 

of Washington Press, 1963). 

This book is the published result of a Nationa l Park Service 

financed study which was intended to be a definitive study of 

the Nez Perce Campaign. The book is merely a s tereotyped 

treatment of already known facts, with the Bat t le of the Big 

Hole receiving a much too brief treatment. 
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Cyrus Townsend Brady, American Fights and Fighters 

(New York: Doubleday , Page & Co., 1907). 

A collection of reprints from newspapers, magazines and 

offici~ l reports, with some personal and explanatory material. 

Mark H. Brown, The Flight of the Nez Perce 

(New York: G. B. Putnam' s Sons, 1967). 

Another work coveri ng the Nez Perce Campaign, but one with the 

merit of presenting considerable new material. 

Oliver 0. Howard, Nez Perce Joseph 

(Boston: Lee and Shepard, Publishers, 1881). 

An appologia presented by an unsuccessful commander of the 

mili tary. 

Alvin Josephy, The Nez Perce Indians and the Opening of the Northwest 

(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1965). 

The best available work on the Nez Perce Indians as a people. 

Lucullus V. McWhorter, Yellow Wolf - His Own Story 

(Caldwell, Idaho: Caston Press, 1940). 

The Nez Perce Campaign from the viewpoint of an Indian 

participant. 

Lucullus V. McWhorter, Hear Me, My Chiefs! 

(Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton Press, 1952). 

A general work on the Nez Perce people, with a considerable 

treatment of the Nez Perce campaign as the Indians saw it. 
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Pamphlets 

Will Cave, Nez Perce Way of 1817 and the Battle of the Big Hole 

(Missoula, Montana: Missoulian, 1926) . 

A brief account of some events of the Nez Perce Campa ign 

prior to the Battle of the Big Hole 

Ella c. Hathaway, Battle of the Big Hole in August 1877, as told by 

T.C. Sherrill (1919). An egocentric and biased account 

by a white participant. 

Paul C. Phillips, The Battle of the Big Hole, Historical Reprint 

No. 8, from Frontier and Midland, Vol. X (1926), pp. 63-80. 

A collection of contemporary letters discussing the Nez 

Perce threat in Montana Territory and the manner in which 

it should be met. 

Magazines 

Earle R. Forrest, "Big Hole Battlefield", in Frontier Times 

Vol . 39 , No. 5 (September 1965) 

A discussion of the battle is concluded with a description 

of the battlefield as it appeared in 1913. 
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Newspapers 

Amede Bessette, "Amede Bessette Tells of a Visit to the Gibbons 

Battleground Shortly After the Fight", in Dillon Examiner 

(Montana), Sept. 27, 1902. 

An eyewitness account of the appearance of the Big Hole 

battlefield soon after the fight. 

Henry Buck, ''Nez Perce Campaign, 18 77," serially in 

Great Falls Tribune (Montana), Dec. 24, 1944, to 

Feb. 18, 1945. 

An account by a whitevolunteer in the Nez Perce Campaign 

Duncan McDonald, ''Nez Perce War of 1877 - Indian History from 

Indian Sources," serially in Deer Lodge (Montana) 

New Northwest, Apr. 26, 1878 to Jan. 10, 1879. 

An account by a Nez Perce half-breed based on the stories 

of Nez Perce survivors who reached Sitting Bull's camp of 

Sioux Indians in Canada. 
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APPENDIX II 

A LIST OF PUBLISHED AND MANUSCRIPT SOURCES RELATING TO THE HISTORY 
OF THE NEZ PERCE WAR OF 1877 

Compiled by Aubrey L . Haines, Park Historian, Yellowstone National 
Park, April 1964. 

This list of published and manuscript sources relat ing to 
the history of the Nez Perce War of 1877 has been compiled as 
an immediate aid to the development of an interpretive program 
for Big Hole Nat i onal Battlefield, and as a future research and 
administrative tool for that area. Thus, the scope has been 
deliberately expanded beyond the strict limits set by the above 
title on the assumption that an understanding of the event to be 
interpreted at the Big Hole Battlefield--the Nez Perce War of 
1877, rather than an isolated battle--requires access to infor­
mation covering the Nez Perce people from prehistoric times t o 
the present. 

The addenda (Appendix III) to the source list are intended 
to make some of the references more useful by an indicat ion o f 
the phases of the Nez Perce story they present. As a matter of 
convenience, the following phases are recognized here: 

A. Nez Perce Indian tribal background 
B. Nez Perce-White c ontact, before settlement 
c. Government policies and actions 
D. Openi ng of the Nez Perce War 
E. The Battle of the Big Hole 
F. Retreat from the Big Hole 
G. Surrender of the Nez Perce 
H. Captivity and return of the exiles 

The source list and the addenda were prepared from the 
resources of the Yellowstone Park Reference Library- - from its 
holdings and s uch bibliographies as were available there. Ent ries 
originating in such bibliographies are often unver ifie d; hence, 
this compilation should be regarded only a s a "finding list." 
It should not be used directly in the preparation of citations 
or bibliographies. 
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TO THE HISTORY OF THE NEZ PERCE WAR OF 1877 

Alcorn, Rowena L. and Gordon D., "Albert Moore: Patriarch of the Nez 
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October 13, 1963, pp. 6-7 
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1850 !· White and Lady (Ithaca, New York: Andrus, Gauntlet, and 

Co . , 1850), pp __ _ 
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and Yellowstone files, 3 pp. 
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1877a in Bozeman Avant-Courier (M.T.), August 8, 1877, p. __ _ 

1877b 

1877c 

1877d 

1882 

1883 

1902 

1904a 

I Scouts from Sturgis/, in Bozeman Avant-Courier (M.T.), 
September 6, 1877, p.-3 --

"An Account of Richard Dietrich's Death" in Helena Weekly 
Independent (M.T.), September 6, 1877, p. 

''News from the Front," in Bozeman Avant-Courier (M.T.), 
September 13, 1877, p. 2 

I Reburial of Victims of the Nez Perce Raid_/ , in Coulson 
Post (M.T.), April 8, 1882, p._ 

I Soldier Monument at Big Hole Battlefield_/ in Livingston 
Enterprise (Montana), August 11, 1883 , p. 1 

"The Battle of the Big Hole," in Helena Evening Herald (Montana), 
August 8, 1902, p. __ _ 

"Chief Joseph Was A Good Indian Before He Died," in Anaconda 
Standard (Montana), September 25, 1904, p. __ _ 
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1904b 

1905 
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"An Account of the Death of Chief Joseph," in New York Sun , 
September 25, 1904, p. __ _ 

"Reburial of Chief Joseph and the Potlatch Ceremonies," in 
Seattle Post Intelligencer (Washington), June 25, 1905, p. __ _ 

L Obituary for Joseph Brown L, in Livings t on Enterprise (Montana), 
July 5, 1913, p._ 

Anonymous, [Concerning the Death of Lt. James H. Bradley], in 
1924 Winners of the West (October, 1924), p. 10 

"The Battle of Big Hole Fought Sixty Years Ago," in Missou lian 
1937 (Montana), August 8, 1937, p._ 

Anonymous, "Way Back When, 11 reprint of dispatches first published in 
1961 1887, in Western News (Hamilton, Montana), October 11, 1961, p. 6 

Arnold, R. Ross, Indian Wars of Idaho (Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton 
1932 Printers, 1932), pp. 107-165 

A.T.R., "Big Hole Battlefield Tour Map," (BH-BNB-8809), drawn at 
the seale 1"-100 1 

, February, 1948, one sheet 

Atwood, A., The Conquerors (Cincinnati, Ohio: Jennings and Graham, 
1907 19<11), pp._ 

Ault, Nelson A., The Papers of ~V~ McWhorter (State College of 
1959 Washington: Friends of theLibrary, 1959), 144 pp. 

Baird, G. W., "General Miles Indian Campaigns," in Centur y Magazine, 
1891 Vol._ , No._ (July, 1891), pp ._ 

Bancroft, Hubert Rowe, History of the Pacific States of North Amer ica, 
1890 Vol. XXVI, (San Francisco: The History Co., 1890) , pp. 481-514 
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Bannerman, Francis, Military Goods Catalogue (New York: Francis Bannerman 
1931 Sons, 1931), pp . 139, 146, 151-153, 159-160. 

B.C., 
n.d. 

"Historical Base Map--Big Hole Battlefield National Monument," 
(un-numbered), drawn at the scale 1"=-200', no date, one sheet 

Beal, Merrill D., "Chief Joseph--Idaho's Valiant Warrior," Chap. XIII 
1942 in! History of Southeastern Idaho (Caldwell, Idaho: The 

Caxton Printers, 1942), pp. 252-270 

! Will Fight No More Forever (Seattle, Washington: University 
1963 of Washington Press, 1963), 366 pp. 

Beaverhead Chamber of Commerce, "Big Hole Battlefield National Monument, 11 

n.d. mimeographed, n.d., 7 pp. 

Bessette, Amede, "Amede Bessette Tells of a Visit to the Gibqons Battle-
1902 ground Shortly After the Fight," in Dillon Examiner (Montana), 

September 27, 1902, p._ 

Bond, Fred G., Flatboating ~the Yellowstone, 1877 (New York: Printed 
1925 at the New York Public Library, 1925), 22 pp. 

Brady, Cyrus Townsend, Northwestern Fights and Fighters (New York: 
1909 Doubleday, Page & Co., 1909), pp. 3-226. 

Brimlow, George F. (ed.), "Nez Perce War Diary of Private Frederick 
1940 Mayer," in Seventeenth Biennial Report, Idaho Historical 

Society, 1939-1940 (Boise, Idaho, 1940), pp._ 

Brosnan, C. J ., Jason Lee, Prophet of New Oregon (New York: The 
1932 MacMillan Co., 1932), pp._ 

History of the State of Idaho (New York: Scribner's Sons, 
1935 1935), pp._ 
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Brown, William Compton, Tbe Indian Side of the Story (Spokane, 
1961 Washington: C.W. Hill Printing Co., 1961), pp. 348, 350-351, 

354, 402, I See index for entries prior to the Nez Perce War I 

Brummitt, Stella W., Brother Van (New York: Missionarv Education 
1919 Movement of the United States and CanadA, 1919), pp. 88-97, 

102-103 

Buck, Amos, "Review of the Battle of the Big Hole," in Contributions 
1910 to the Historical Society of Montana, Vol. VII (1910) , pp. 

117-130 

Buck, Henry, "Henry Buck, Pioneer, Tells of Historic Battle, " in 
1945 Great Falls Tribune (Montana), December 24 and 31, 1944; 

January-y:-14, 21 and 28, 1945; February 4, 11, and 18, 1945 . 

Burns, R. Ignatius, "The Jesuits, the Northern Indians, and the Nez 
1951 Perce War of 1877," in Pacific Northwest Quarterly, Vol. XLII 

(January, 1951), pp. 40-76 

Canse, John M., Pilgrim and Patriot (New York: The Abingdon Press, 
1930 1930), pp._ 

Carpenter, Frank D., Adyentures in Qeyser Land, ed. by H. D. Guie 
1935 & L. v. McWhorter (Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers, 

1935), 318 pp. L Reprinted from The Wonders of Geyser Land, 
1878_1 

Carpenter, John A., "General Howard and t he Nez Perce War of 1877, 11 

1958 in Pacific Northwest Quarterly, Vol. XLIX (October, 1958) , 
pp. 129-145 

Catlin, J. B., 11The Battle of the Big llole , 11 in Historian 's Annual 
1927 Report, Society of Montana Pioneers (Helena, Montana, 1927) , 

pp. 8 
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Cave, 
1926 

Will, '~ez Perce Indian War of 1877 and the Battle of the Big 
Hole," Missoula, Montana, 1926, __pp. L Probably published 
also as a pamphlet by the Clark Memorial Library, Los Angeles, 
California_/ 

Chaffee, 
1936 

Eugen~ B. (ed.), '~ez Perce War Letters to Governor Mason 
Brayman, 11 in Fifteenth Biennial Report of The Board of Trustees 
of the State Historical Society of Idaho for the Years 1935-1936 
(Boise, Idaho, December 31, 1936), pp . 37-128. 

Chit t enden, Hiram Martin, 1e 1ellowstone National Park (Cincinnati , 
1895 Ohio: Robert Clarke Co., 1895), pp. xv, 111-126, 397 
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of the Idaho State Historical Library, Boise, n.d., 
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Coon, Homer , "The Outbreak of Chief Joseph, 11 Ms. copy of an original 
n.d. in the Coe collection, Yale University Library, 9 pp. 

Cowan, Emma Carpenter, "Holliday in Yellowstone Park ," in Montana 
1946 Margins, ed. by Joseph Howard (New Haven, Connecticut: Yale 

University Press, 1946), pp. 125-141 

Cowan, Mrs. George F., "Reminiscences of Pioneer Life," in Contributions 
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Edwards, Ruth M., American Indians of Yesterday (San An tonio, Texas: 
1948 The Nayler Company, 1948), pp. 68-70 

53 



Eells, Myron, Marcus Whitman, Pathfinder and Patriot (Seattle, Washington: 
1909 The Alice Harriman Co., 1909), pp. 

Ellis, Edward s . , Indi an Wars of the United States {New York: Cassell 
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Seymour, 1929 : __ _ 

Sheridan, 1877: 57 

Shie l ds, 1889: 117-119 

Sutherland, 1878: ___ __ 

Titus, 1915 : __ _ 

Topping , 1883 : __ _ 

vaughn, 1900: 350-361 

Vestal, 1934: 240-245 

Wi 1 son, n. d . : 

Wissler , 1951: 191 

Wood, 1884: ____ _ 

Wood, 1936 : __ __ 

86 

i 
-': 

' ~ . . 

}> 

• 
' 

1 



H. Some References to the Captivity of the Nez Perce and Their 
Return to the Pacific Northwest 

Alcorn, 1963: 6-7 

Anonymous, 1904a : _ _ _ 

Anonymous, 1904b :. __ _ 

Anonymous, 1905 :. ___ _ 

Arnold, 1932: 145-147 

Bancroft, 1890: 514 

Beal, 1942: 269-270 

Beal, 1963: 263-302 

Bond , 1925: 1-22 

Brady , 1909: 40, 70-75, 223-226 

Brown, 1961: _ _ __ _ 

Clark, 1945: 213-232 

Fee, 1936: _ __ _ 

Haines, 1950 : __ _ 

Haines, 1955: 282-310 

Hayt, 1878 :. __ _ 

Hodge, 1907: Part 2, 66 

Howard, 1908a: __ _ 

Howard, 1908b: _ _ _ 

Jackson, 1881: 132-135 

Joseph, 1879 : __ _ 

Josephy, 1958 : 81 

. 

87 

Josephy, 1961 :. __ _ 

Josephy, 1964: 20 

Laut, 1926 : __ _ 

Lee, 1936 :. ___ _ 

Lowe, 1881 : _ _ _ 

McBeth , 1908: 96- 101 

McConne 11 , 1913 : 362 

McDonald, 18 78 : 

McLaughlin , 1910 : 365-366 

McWhorter, 1940: 238-294, 

McWhorter, 1952 : 525-552 

Meany, 1901 : ___ _ 

Miles, 1879: 304- 314 

Mil es, 1891 : _ _ _ 

Miles , 1897: 276-280 

Philli ps, 1927: 47 

Quaife, 1926 : 206 

Sass , 1891: 1-10 

Schmitt , 1948 : 256 

Shie l ds , 1889: 119-120 

Slaughter, 1906 : _ _ _ 

Swanton, 1953: 402 

304-309 



H. {Cont). 

Talkington, 1938: __________ __ Wood, 1893: __________ _ 

Vaughn, 1900 : 364-366 Wood, 1906: ----------
Wayne , 1934: ________ __ Wood, 1936: __________ __ 

Wissler, 1951:191 

GPO 882· 5 42 

88 


