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At ne Uu ot our arri'ftl there, Colonel Ruhl.ea. Poat OOIIIU4er 
at :ron Roaeorua, was abant oa ftoatton au Lieuteaut Grittia -. 
ooataotet as otterea hie aaaiatuoe u4 lea\ ue a aliZ'fty ro-4. Coloael 
Rllhlea returae4 to Su Diego 'before our tepar'Wre and ••• oonuote4 at 
Fort Boaeorua. 

We Y1a1te4 the office of the Cal1forn1e Division of Hlghwaya 6D4 
the sa Diego Chamber of Caaezroe oa oae oeoaaioa each. There were 
other 1ad1Yiduala tbe.t have expreaaed 1atereat 1J1 the leYelopD18ntl at 
Cabrillo and bece.uae ot the aeeeaa1t7 for et~U.41ng aoat ot the 4ayl1ght 
hours bk1ng meaauremea.te at the l1ghthouae, n were uaable to apen4 
more time in contacting these. 

Meanreaea·h •re talcen of the ole! ligkV!ouae tram whica _.. 
Locdoa is aow wortdag up oca;plete meaaure4 4J'aw1Aga Which will aer?e 
a two-fold purpoae; (l) the 'b8.1ia tor preparatloa of plana tor repa1n 
ud alteratiaa to the ltgll\h.oue to iuure ib propel' preBel'Tatlioa, 
and (2) to a44 thia 1ntereatliac bQ1ld1ng to the eolleet1on or drawin~a 
prep81"e4 under the Btatorto Amerioaa ·auuatac SUM"e7. Plans and data 
were \akea. ta aeoordanoe with the yrooe4ure aa4 met~oa. a4apte4 tor the 
1Uator1o American Buil41D& ~urYe7 program. The Ughtb.ouee au U4argoae 
:maay •bance• fJ'Oil ita orlgiaal atate. fl"CR earlJ pho\otJ'apha and 
reptJI"te ot tu Lighthouae santee •• w.re able to Yiluallse ftl7 oloeely 
how ~e original building looked. In atdltion to alteratioaa made 'bJ 
a euooeaa1on ot lighthouse keer,ere, the buil41ag haa au.ttere4 amoh trom 
tlla CIIU'Ying of inttialiiJ and other UDOI" Offn.aea by the 'f:bit1ag public. 

The tollowtng 'rtet deeoriptioa will giTe you a tairl1 eaaplete 
pioture ot the preaeat ecacU tloa ot the atrueture. 

(a) Baatae!~• '!'he 'litaeaeJlt waa exU'f'8tM to g1Ye 6 teet ot llea4-rOCB 
in '\he oleu. 1'he ort.«iaal 'baaeaeat noor ••• of •x1oaa Ulea brought 
t:rcn a aearl)J ton ad later replaced bJ ooaorete whioh 18 now largely 
ona))le4 • ....,.. 'l'b.e floor joiata are 3 x 8 u.4 plaoe4 lb 1aohee oa om tor 
ad are 1Jl aoa.4 oonli·Uoa. The aub-tloor1ag la of rOllsh 1 inch boarda, 
la14 41acoul. 8JI4 beeeuae or their ftrletJ ot wi4tha (8. 10, 12, l4 aa4 
lb iaohee) • I em 1noliae4 to 'belt en theJ an the oricinal boar4e, u that 
Yariety ot lumber 1e aot now easilJ aYaila,le. The basement walls are ot 
the origi.aal eut aaact•toa.e end b.aTe uac!ersoae aeYere.l plaeterinc jobe. 
The plaster is now ta poor coa41ticm aa4 should lHJ r•o'ftd ao tbt aeverel 
of the or1g1aal aea4atoae blooka esa be replaeed. The toaldatloa requ1rea 
a aall aaouat ot ~•pam 1a tU.e plaoea. The lNle.ent ia aow cloH4 
to the pabl1e uut 1e l"O&Ohe4 either tb.rnalt the outa14e atatra (rtaible 
111 the photograpH) 01' .,- meua ot tl:aa spiral akirwa)' which extaa4a tr. 
the tower to ~• -.. ... at. Ia the baa ... at walla, aa in other parte of 
the bu1141ng, there are eleotrio eondulta taatalled bJ the army luriag 
the War at llhiell tiaa the llghthouee was uae4 as a alpal atetion. 'nla" 
condllita are •• nate4 u to be past theb aen1ceab1l1ty, aud should M 
moved aa4 tbe entire lighthouse rewired tor eleotr1o aerYtoe. 
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(b 1 flJ'at 'l!s:· The floor lM)ar4a e.re ot 1 z 5 'I.'&(J. tloortaa 1D 
fair CQn41t1oa. ta tbe Qlttaate reatorat1oa ot the 11$bthouse to 1ta 
origlaal ooa41t1oa, thla floor1a~ ahoull be :replaoel \J raada. width 
'boer4a 1 noh u were uee4 ia the lS,o•a. 

All doors, w1n40'ft1 aa4 woodwork are ta poor coa41 tioa a.ad aot 
ot t~ or1giael type. Tbeae ahould all be replaee4, includin~ 12 light 
wia4ow ••n. the prean.t aaeh be11'11 4 llg)&t type whioh lla.,., 1a re..at 
pare, replaced ti!Le oriatul Ash. 

The interior tiaiah of walla aa4 ceilinge htll u4ergone HWral 
a~tea of 4ewlopuat, tA8 walls llaTi.ng autten4 greatlJ trOll tile 
Oal"Yiaga od writing of names and 1a1Uala. It ia ia poor oon41t1oa 
wnloh woul.4 nrl'8llt the remoT&l. of all plaa,er, lea'fiag h.rrina stripe, 
and the replacement with a. rough trowel f1a1aa. 

The first floor eGDaists of two laree room., a small interior ball 
ud the eplral atairway to baaaJ'dDt aa4 to \lfaMil' tower. At the aouth 
end ot the ~1141a& there 1a a fireplace oa both the tirat aat aeeoa4 
floors ot whioh 1D4oor photographs are attaohe4. 

The aou'tm end 1B Row deTOted to the Mllillfl: ot poet cards, curioa, 
and coatect1oaa. A diaeWIIalon with the nteoe and soa ot oaa ot the 
earlJ li@b\~ouse keepers brought out \he taot thet, ia the earlf daya, 
the liP,"-ouae keeper'• wife aold aheUa, aoas baakata aa4 photograp~a 
ia thia :room, •o that 1\e present use aeem8 to be that to ~hieh it was 
formerly deToted. 

The north roo. on the first floor was ~••d at ~rioua times a1 
the Uaiaa 1'0011 and as a bed roaa. n conlaiu a tlua nieh ia 1a 
aeed of repairs aad aroua4 wh1oh there ere e1ileaoes ot ae,.:rel firee. 
As w1 tb. ttle reat ot the n1141ag, these ro011a ahoul4 be :rewired tor 
future electric aerY1oe. 

(e) Seooacl ll'loor. In f'airlJ :raent ts.aaa. the nlla e.r&d oeiliDC 
ot both upatalre roo.. have been daae over ta 1• z 'ff paaell1ac, as 
alaoe in ou of the iawrlor photograptaa attached. ?1le •oa ot oae ot 
tM aarlJ ligllthouFe keepers atated ••t while he lhoeil there as a boy, 
h1a father 414 these walla aad ce1l1Jlga owr w1~ aU paper mou1lte4 oa 
IIU811n eloth. 

The two main rooma aaeb contain a window, aa ahoa 1D tale ea4 
elefttioa photopoapha end Uta aou\h ra. e. t"iraplaea, al10 alaoa 1a 
-photograph. 

Directly oppoaite the epirsl a\aira to \be tron' ot t~ aeeolld 
awry, there ia a ama.ll roca whioll. wu uaa4 'bJ '-he RtelPO Oil 4ld'f 
wile t~ 11gl:lt na b\ll'lliag. T!·, is ro. ne nale4 1a about tOU" yeat·e 
fl80t ud ellould 'be raopeae4 • 
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{d) '!'be Towa~. 'l'he tower 1a reaoea \o w1'lh1a alz teet ot the 'top 
ltJ mnu ot -he eplnl etaina.J. :rrca the.t poiat oa, a la44er-Uke t11t;ht 
ot eteep wooden etepe lead tbroagh a 24" x 30" 'trap door ani laio .. e 
tour. 

Exeept tor the root, the preaeat tower retain. little ot tta orictaal 
llkeneae. !?uela aaa ush 41tf'eriDC t're the or1@:1ne.l have bfta 1nstalle4 
all al"O'W14 tile lO..a14ed tower. E:a.rly photocnpJle will enable duplioatl oa 
ot the original tJpe. The metal tr~ework ot the tower is the or1giaal 
1natallat1o•• and in need of acrapiup;, pain'Uag aad seaae repalre. 'l'be 
obaer~t1oa plattora baa a .. tal floor, east in 10 pleoea to form a 
oirole. Action of fog, salt breeaes and geaez.l 4etertorattac etteote 
ot tiae have :rua'\e4 the platform ba417• It wou.ld need replao1aa, together 
Wittl a new han4-reili.Dg, if 'the public ie to be all.,.d aooe•• to u. 

(e) Mbtellgeoua. The present root 1a of alllqle. Copy ot the 
or1&1nel epeo1t1oetiou of the Treaaur7 "Departaeat state the roof wes 
of till, painted red. Sblilar but more lae1iillg efteet oould 'be piMd ~7 
replaoing the jlJ'esent ahiagle root (wbieh h 1a J'OO!' con4U1oa) with ou 
ot tlat gal~ised 1roa, properly paiated. 

Mtaor repairs are ... ted about the top of beth ohtmneya. 

The trout l)Oroh and atepa are at present ot wooa. The orisiJaal plu 
had a flight of atone atepa leading straight don. troa the trout 4oor, 

Tb.e present exteat ot the 110111Dl81lt 1e &pJI'OXiMtetlJ' three quarters of 
aa aere. 

Some thirty years after the ligh'\houae •• 'built, ~e N.a ... a'\ oieten 
which ltored the roof run-ott haTtag proved aa 1aaurtte1eat water supply, 
the ea'Ure t:roat yard ot the lighthouse n.a ]Mlftd willa coa.orete u a 
waterahed, 11h10h drained into two large ua4ergrou.4 otatene. T'U oaonte 
nterallet. 1e T1rfta.ll7 all crumbled llftJ1 a4 1t ia propoae4 to cleaa up the 
devia, u.d preserve oae ot the oiateraa (the lower oae, to which the p1ap 
was attached) as a matter ot hiatorieal interest. 

It ia proposed to INJ'J'Oad '\he edp of '\he propertJ' w1 th a low 
aaaom-y wall to matoll the euellent one inataU.ct arouct the e4ge ot tile 
loop road bJ "he State highway departaent. 'l'ke wall would be 9" kip ud 
l81t w14e, 81\d 645 teet loag. It wou.l4 serw t-o preveat hriher aloup.iag 
ot the ear~ be.Dka 1ato the hipwq 4raiaage 11teh1 and. allow plaattq 
to stabilize 'he deoompoeed aandatoae ot which the grouat a'\ thle .,otD.t 
ia o<r~~pose4. 

The grouacl aurrCNM.iag the li~.hthou.ee nee4e eleu1nc ot ruldttllll. 
some reaaaAlBc, an4 pl.utlag ia natin tnee aa4 ahrtll»! to prewat the 
aan4 traa blowinc away. Pockets would have to be dug tor the plaate 
and aame top so1l hauled ia. 
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The moat suitable 4eTelo}aent ae- to be aa iato'z-.1 one, eona1aUag 
of neoea.ary paths, planting, ~ew-terraces aad a pleee tor future 
oou eaorat1Y8 ~laque to 1uaa Cabrlllo. 

wawr supplz. 

there 1a great neecl tor a water aupply at the moa\JIIeat, tor 41"1Dk1Jlc 
&14 aan1tat1oa purpoaea. There ia at present a 1• water ltae ruantag 
ua4er the road, which ••~ the 81'lllY aeanll ltgilt aearby. 1."be U"DD1 
ott1o1ala atated this yielded oaly a ~ietle ot water. The pipe aoBaeota 
witll a 4" water line approximately 4800 teet north ot the light llOGae, 
a4jaoeat to tbe highway. It would eatail tvther study" to bow nether 
U 1e m.ore aclTiaable to rwl a larger pipe U.Ae from tba 4" line to '"-'• 
aoaaent, or to install a tank ua booster pap near the light hou"e u4 
u'Ul1ae the preaent l" pipe liae. 'I'lle saaroe of aup-ply tor these water 
11aea 1a throuab. Fort Roaeerana and to the Clt7 ot San Diego wter malna. 

Mt~pa also show power and telephone cables to be loutea underground near 
the 11ghthouae, ud these could be tap-ped to aern the lllOJlUDleat. 

S!!1 ts t.~.C?A· 

There exist no aU1t8l"J tacilitiea at the JIOn'WDent. lbile wort1q 
at the IIOJl\lll.ellt on a •* 4&7 atteraooa. in tlae eourae ot one hour tllcht 
persona aated me about oaatort atatlon tao1l1\1ea. Tbia a~r?es •o 
illuatrate the acute aeed ot aeme. 

1~e moaumeat area 1a eo aaall there la no plaoe to plao• oemtort 
atatioaa thereon without detracting materially from the appearaaoe ot 
the Ughtb.ouae 1 tselt. A re~ew or all poeai\le e1 tee showed the beat 
one to be west ot the lighthouse, below the hipaJ 1\Ud'd waU, Wbleb. 
would be below the hor1soD tro111 the DLOllUDI.ent, 1d:lile aotllellJ oalr 80 teet 
tr• the lighthouse. A llm8ll lewl apot alrf1a4J ex1ata suitable for it. 
We propose a double eomtort eta.t1oa, w1 th etepa leading from either end., 
up to the roed, cutti;ag th:rou :h tU eao1rcl1aa wall. 

't'be propoaea locetloa 1a outside preseat bou4u1ae, and eau1la 
either extension ot boua4ar1ea or e workiQ& acreaaeat with the war 
Dep8.l"taen 't. 

PsklM Al'•!•. 

Present parldag 1• along either side to tu SMte highwa,. eaa1roliq 
the mOilUIHJlt, Wh1eb. couUtu.taa ite eouth Maiaua. 1uat eouth of 1iha 
moaU~Deat ia a large flat knoll adequate to park .. .,..:ral hatred care. 
The iier Depar\aen't ia agreeable to part ot thia beiag llU4 tor parking, 
aa4 propoae to develop U ea aa s.E.R.A. project. Col-..1 RUl• haa 
requested Super1atendeat ~bite to turaiah poata troa Seq110ia Jetioaal 
Park to tea" ia the parking area. The war Depe.rtaeAt ua eerta.la 
4efeaee teeil1t1es 1a tae hill beyond. this point aal 4eaire to rea\rtot 
the area OpeD to the public. 

; 
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·rae pesent lllOJllllHJlt boU4ar1ea were ubi traril.J' aet aome yeara aao 
whea a notet7 4ea1Hd space to eJ"eot a tCIIIIIIemtll'aU w ahatt or m-.orlal 
to J'u.aa Cabr1Uo. !'hie wu loq beton the area oeae u4U' t~ae Ra·Uoul 
Part Serwice aa4 beare no relat1onab1p to ita de.alopaeat ae a Hatioaal 
»o~at. Ia pro1i6iag the eeeeatial pu'llo tao111t1ee to aer._ a large 
'rialtiac publlo, 1t ie co inc to N uManry to ut111• eo IIUOJl area 
ouuUe the momament boua4u1es tor INOla th1Dga U pe,J'k1ng &l'esa, water 
~ aa4 ooratort atatiou, that some oouiderat:t.on ahoul4 be &1'Yell to the 
4ea1rabtl1t7 ot requesting an exteneiaa of the boua4ar1ea. 

Prints are attached hereto abowiag eX1ettag boua4&r1ee aa4 eucgeote4 
boa4ar1ea wtt1c1ent ~v allow tor a.atie1pate4 aeeded 4e't'elOJ*eat. 

In Yin or the poedbtl1t7 ot pertOl'Silag eenau i~aproYaMat work 
a'i Cabrillo Nettoaal Mon-...t tlu'our;h the uae ot a stub OOC oaap troa the 
State Park ClllftP at Cu,..oa, I haY& eaua'I'Oft4 to piek OUt .. riaill 
iJiproftBIIat p.l"oj,-ota eui\ed to l:Ct labor ea4 wlthla ueual 'Eel app:ropriatloa 
lt.itettoae. Th1e Will not, to anr great ax'-at, obYiate the work 
outl1uct 1A tlle ::ax Year Outline abndtte4 1tJ SU.pertatenleat Wh1 te oa 
1uu 1. I teal that \he aouata set torth are ftry acOU"e.te eat1matee 
ot ~ acnuat.e aeet.d to bring the moa\'lllle•' into soo4, u.aable eo•4Ul oa. 

'for iutuee. U would certainly require tB, 000 to I.O, 000 to put the 
llP,~oue in tirat-elaee shape. Withia EOW l:Ju1141ac allotuat ltaita­
ttoae ot $1,500 we would only do t~ .more outa~clillg repair wort ...... 
-;o p\lt $.t 1Jl eate utl ueeble ooa41 t1oa. 

The work 1a on noh a limited &l'tla that I would a ggeet a stu"&. 
cup ot not oYer 30 men, w "in woull'l release u actual work1D& onw 
ot poaa1bl7 2-4 au.. Moreover, the work •ou.l4 ll81'a to be more tully 
aud caref'ul.lJ super"f'1aed than 1n tlle usual eu'b cop. 

!hie project would include the morE aout.17 aee«at repaira, 
1nelu41ag aane saeh, woodwork, plaster1ag, f'OUJ14at1on repairs, 
roof' aa4 ohimney wort. 

Iaoludea pvohue or 80Dl4t aaUft trees ed. ehruba from auraerlee, 
trauplaatiq tMea trOll otker areas en4 hauling 1Jl ot top eo11 
tor plaat1Ag pockets. 

Material• ~.ooo supe:rYialoa #1,000 

Thta item taeluua 645 te•t ut low retaining walla around mo:aaea~. 
r.cradtJlg ot area, aa4 inatella,ton of toot pathe. 
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Jlaterlala $1,300 sv.penilioa t200i 
The moat acutely needed facilltJ at the aonuaent. 

Materials #3,000 SuperYtalon $1,000 

To pro1'1de 4l'1Dtin.g fouatetna, water for spr1Dkl1ag, n.ter 
tor coatort atatioa tacilitiee. 

Materials ~.ooo Super11a1on $1,000 

Other future deTelbpment such aa plcn1c areas, I wo~ld leaYa tor the 
ru~, pnAiag poaaible extension ot ~4ar1ea, ae the preseut area 
pr·oT14es no peeaib1l1ty ot p1ea1okinc• 

There te ao muoh. work needed oa the l1r)lt1J.ov.~•. that it abould be 
kept ta mind tor aD7 poaeible tuture Public Works or other bu114iag 
fuat•a. 

It hi urgently requeste4 th11t all poaaU~l• aid ))e gina to .. euriq 
the awlt oaap tor tllla JIOil\IIMilt, aa tile hpoaUioa to 'be hel4 in So 
D1e~o will brial tea. ot thov.aan4s of T1a1tors to the £rea, aad preaeat 
tac111t1ea are entirely inadequate tor eTaa the normal number ot Tieitors. 
The interest of the San Diego people in 4e'f'eloping th11 area 1a unnrpaaeed 
by &aJ I have ,.t encountered. 

eo Ch1et J~~ehiteo\ 
SUpt.1aha R.White 
BOW Laa4a.Aroh.Vowler 

7 

w. G. Caraee 
Chief, Weatern D1T1a10D 
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North elevation of Lighthouse. 
Outside stairs to basement may be seen at 
lower rihht-hend corner ot building. 
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South elevation of ~old Spanish Lighthouse.~ 
Note amount of old advertising and 
ini tle.l carving to be removed. 
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-· 
eleTation of "Old Span18h Lighthouse". 
The wooden porch and steps should be r~placed 
by stone steps. In the foreground ar~ remnants 
of the concrete watershed which once covered 
the entire front yard. 
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West elevation of !.ighthouse. 
The wall shown mark a o'f where the old kitchen 
lean-to join~;:d the rnein building. '!'be close 
prox1mity ot the State Highway (.,1slble in 
lcnrer part ot -picture) mekes 1 t inad.,iaable 
to attempt restoration of the kitchen. 
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Close-up ot photo ot the outside stairway 
to basement, located at northwest corner 
ot building. 
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The tirst tloor fireplace, in the south roam. 
This room devoted to sale or pictures, 
souvenirs and confections. It was so used 
by the wire of' one of' the aerl;y lii'.hthouse 
keepers. 
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The second floor i'ireplaee, located in the south 
roam. Note the badly defaced walls and ceiling. 
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