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GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS. Cabrillo National Monument is 
located on Point Lorna, a peninsula, small in size and rugged 
in topogr,phy, with a relatively small area suitable for 
development. The entire development, existing and proposed, 
is concentrated on this point utilizing all area suitable 
for development. 

Historic Features: Ballast Point is a low·level point 
of land extending east from Point Lorna where Cabrillo is 
thought to have landed in 1542. The southerly or ocean face 
of this point is proposed for acquisition by the most recent 
boundary status report. The princip m historical structure 
in the area is the old lighthouse which was first lighted 
on November 15, 1855, and served until 1891. Because of the 
excessive height of its focal plane, which was 462 feet above 
sea level, it was,replaced by a new lighthouse near the 
water's edge, the lights of which could more easily be seen 
beneath the clouds by ships at sea. 

Scenic Features: The view from Cabrillo has been charac· 
terized as 11one of the greatest seascapes of the world''• 
The panoramic view from the Monument includes the ocean, San 
Diego Bay, and the city of San Diego. 

Biolog~: Area is densely covered with coast chaparral 
growtfi.he only native Agave, Shawii, in the United States 
is found in Cabrillo. 

It affords an excellent location for viewing the annual 
migration of the gray whales . 

CIRCULATION. Due to heavy visitation during the summer and 
on weeK·enas and holidays during the remainder of the year, 
and the limited useable area because of the terrain, adequate 
parking is always apt to be a critical problem. 

Existing: Entrance road, Catalina Boulevard, terminates 
in a double loop around and beyond the historic lighthouse, 
creating a confusing traffic pattern resembling a figure ''8''. 

Pr~sent parking capacity is approximately 175 automobiles. 

Proposed: The entrance road will be designed to terminate 
in a loop in front of the proposed Visitor Center. A slight 
realignment of the existing road at the proposed intersection 
of the road to the Visitor Center has been designed to make 
the road to the lighthouse a secondary route. 

Dec. 1960 
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Obliteration of one side of the loop which now circles 
the lighthouse will simplify and improve the circulation in 
this area. This road will then terminate in the parking 
area loop. 

Elimination of vehicular traffic from one side of the 
lighthouse will permit restoration of a sizable area between 
the lighthouse and the ocean cliff and allow for development 
of walks and seating areas. 

A new parkin& area of approximately 350·420 car capacity 
is planned to go on the north slope of the ridge below the 
road to the Visitor Center. This will be stepped down the 
hill as much as safe driving grade will allow, to fit natur· 
ally with the land formation and to allow the cars to be 
partially hidden from the entrance road. 

Preliminary proposals shown on earlier plans have been 
reconsidered and have evolved into the present parking 
concept shown on both NM-CAB•3013•A and NM-CAB-2012-A. The 
most prominent reason for alteration was the fill material 
obtained when the City ~f San Diego began construction on 
the new sewage treatment plant northwest of the Monument. 
A considerable amount of this fill was deposited along the 
route of the proposed parking area, hence creating the 
opportunity for gaining more parking area. 

If it is found that this new parking area is of sufficient 
size to accommodate the traffic, the road to the lighthouse 
will be reduced to a walk and service drive, and all parking 
eliminated from lighthouse point . 

An integrated walk system with trailside overlooks, 
seats, and orientation devices will connect the Visitor 
Center and the lighthouse. 

VISITOR USE FACILITIES 

Existing: 
1. Historic lighthouse presently functions as visitor 

contact station and museum. 

2. Comfort station west of lighthouse to be retained. 

Pro~osed: 
1. Visitor Center with auditorium for approximately 

250 persons is proposed on the knoll overlooking Ballast 
Point. This should be a structure so designed as to obtain 
the space required for the offices and interpretive facili· 
ties, and to gain a better view of the historic point. 

Dec. 1960 
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MANAGEMENT FACILITIES 

Existinz: 
I. Tfie administrative offices are presently located in a 

small temporary Coast Guard building (to be removed), built 
in the hillside north of the lighthouse. , 

2. The maintenance facilities for the Monument are housed 
in a small garage building (to be removed), in a too-prominent 
location just north and adjacent to the lighthouse. 

Pro¥osed: 
l.ne administrative offices are to be housed in the 

Visitor Center. 

~ 2. A small mainte~ance building and service yard to 
replace the existing garage building will be located away 
from the public, at the northwest corner of the existing 
Monument boundary and adjacent to the City of San Diego 
Sewage Disposal Plant. (See NM·CAB·2012·A) 

~ 

3. Two employee residences have been proposed at the 
intersection of the road to Ballast Point. However, the 
need for these residences is not fully determined and, 
therefore, is subject to further study as noted on the 
drawing. (NM-CAB·2012-A) 

UTILITIES 

Existing: 

1. Commercial power (underground). 
2. Domestic water is now obtained from the City of San 

Diego. 
3. Sewage is adequate only for existing development. 
4. Natural gas available in vicinity for future requirements. 
5. Telephone is a San Diego exchange. 

MISCELLANEOUS, The boundary proposed is based on the latest 
6ounaary status report and is subject to further considera­
tion. The location shown on the drawing is approximate. 
All proposed construction will be both within the existing 
and the proposed Monument boundary. 

The construction of a major sewage treatment plant for 
the City of San Diego just north of the existing boundary 

Dec. 1960 
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and an experimental saline water conversion plant to the 
south, both within the area previously proposed for expansion, 
have influenced the design of this Master Plan . 

Dec. 1960 
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Extending from the coast of souti1ern California at San Diego 
is a slightly curved peninsula of lam kno·•n as Point Lorna., the 
most southwesterly portion of land in tz1e United States. Near t•1e 
tip of the point, embracing 80.6 acres, is Cabrillo National Monument. 

Point Lama has a rugged appearance. It is hilly, rising at its 
highest point in the monument to over 450 feet above the Pacific 
Ocean. On its ~sterly side at the base is a craggy coast of boulders 
and gxm.••ed-out earth, a result of the turbulence of the not so pacific 
Pacific. The land extends back from the vater, rising gently for 
about 500 yards, then abruptly begins a precipitous rise to heights 
ranging from 300 to near 500 feet. On the opposite side t:le land 
drops off sharply, forming one side of the channel leading into San 
Diego llay. 

T'ne area embracing Point Lorna shows a strong influence of the 
military. With the exception of monument land, t:1e vhole of Point 
Lorna is controlled by either the Navy, the A:rmy, or the Coo.st Guard. 
On monument land there are a mmber of concrete bunkers built as 
either gun emplacements or fire control stations for the defense of 
San Diego Harbor. 

The vie-..r from t ~1e montliT'.ent l1as been c :1aract eri zed as "one of 
the great seascapes of the •.<orld". Here can be seen a vast G.Jeep 
of ocean, bays, islands, mountains, foothills, v~leys, plains, and 
cities. This magnificent panorama is a prime reason for Cabrillo 
National Monument havin.s t.Je largest visitation of any National 
Monument in tc1e country, and gro•ing at a rate commensurate ·;ith 
t:1e great increase in local population and tr1e increase in popularity 
of sout!1ern California as a vacation-land. 

October 1959 



I 

I 

I ~· 

• 

• 

Foreword 

THE MISSION 

Cabrillo National Monument -

its mission is to convey to the 

visitor a sense of the heroic 

exploits of Juan Rodriguez 

Cabrillo, and tnose who follo•ed 

him, in diocovering and exploring 

the western coast of' tile United 

States so that he "ill have an 

understanding and appreciation of 

those events which led to the 

settling of this portion of the 

New World. 

The National Park Service -

its mission at Cabrillo National 

Monument is to develop and so 

manage the area that the monument's 

mission will be fulfilled effectively 

and :permanently. 

Appro:ed: E: 1: 5 co';!""" 
AcT1 ,v q Director 

5!-i-C.,u 
Date 

October 1959 
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MASTER PLAN 
FOR THE PRESERVATION AND USE OF 

CABRillO NATIONAL MONUME!'lT 

VOUJME I 

Chapter l. Objectives and Policies 

Cabrillo National Monument 
contains historic and scenic 
resources of great national 
importance. 

Cabrillo National Monument has t•Jo significant resources. 'l'he 
prime one, and the raison d'etre for the monument is the land's 
historic association with the discovery and exploration of the 
western coast of the present United States by Juan Rodiiguez Cabrillo 
in 1542 and by his successor, Bartolome Ferrelo. The second resource 
is the magnificent panorama of land and sea that can be seen from 
the monument . 

Cabrillo's landing in San Diego Bay, which he named San Miguel, 
marks the first contact of Europeans with this part of the New World. 
Seen in its broad perspective, Cabrillo's voyage is chiefly important 
as one of the great series of explorations by which Spain extended 
its dominions in the Americas and made known the continental charru!ter 
and general outlines of the Ne" World. More locally, Cabrillo is 
honored as the effective discoverer of California, although earlier 
Spanish explorers on the Colorado River probably sighted, and possibly 
even set foot upon, the very southeastern fringes of the present 
state. 

'l'he connnanding position of the monument on one of the highest 
hills of Point Lorna, overlooking San Diego Harbor and a vast panorama 
of land and sea, inevitably links the area ·Hith the long train of 
historic events ·.rhich have occurred in its vicinity. From places 
within the monument one can look do>;n on Ballast Point, where Cabrillo 
probably landed in 1542 and ·.!here Sebastian Vizcaino, ••ho applied the 
name San Diego to the bay, vent ashore in 1602. On this same spot 
of land a fortification, Fort,Guijarros, existed during the Spanish 
and Mexican periods. Af'ter the American conquest of California, 
soldiers of the Mormon Battalion mined coal briefly on Point Loma, 
and in 1855 one of California's earliest lighthouses vas placed in 
operation ·n.thin the present monument boundaries. Later the United 

October 1959 



• 

• 

---- -- -------------, 

Volume I, Chapter l 
Objectives and Policies 

Page 3 

States erected a series of military and naval installations on 
Point Lama to protect San Diec;o Bay, one of the Nation'" most 
important fleet bases. 

In addition to historic resources, Cabrillo National Monument 
has certain naturfil resource~. Most important is t:1c inspiring 
vic•,; ·:~hict1 lt co:r:una.nds--a scene 'trhich has been termed "one of t:w 
great seascapes of t'lc .rorld". Horcovcr, on t.w slopes of Point 
Lorna ;:;rm's tho p,gave sha.rii, a Hexican species of tho "{;ave or 
century plant .;'•lch is not found .clse·.·herc in the United States, 
except possibly in a fe.r spots across San Diego Bay. 'Ete relatively 
undisturbed condition of the coast chaparral .r;uch covers the ,:J.ll­
sides and tlto bods of kelp .rr.ich lie in t:1e \later offshore arc otner 
features uort hy of note. 

'l'he monument affords excellent opportunities for tho observation 
of small sea life, ~horc birdG, and marine animals, such as porpoises 
and sea lianG. But most L·.portnnt, it ic perhaps the best location 
in the Nation for observinc t,,e :.;ray 1·1hales duri111; t.1eir annual mi­
grations to the lagoo!13 of Lo·.,er California ·.here they give birth to 
their young . 

October 1959 
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to stimulate and inspire visitors 
to a greater understanding and 
appreciation of not only early 
American history, but inspiring 
seascapes of the American shores. 
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The mission of Cabrillo National Monument will be accomplished 
to the same degree that significant physical resources identified 
above are transmuted into human values. The visitor may be moti va.ted 
to visit Cabrillo National MOilument for the vie.r it affords. This 
is certainly inspiring and the visitor justifiably feels rewarded 

_ for his efforts. But this is not the mission of the monument. The 
l!IOII!.Illlent was founded "to COl!llllemorate the discovery of California by 
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, on the 28th day of September, 1542 . • . " 

,~-It is therefore the job of the lllOl'lUlllent to enhance the visitor's 
experience by informing him of the events that transpired leading 
up to the heroic VOYSf!,e, the probable landing at San Diego, and the 
subsequent voYSf!,e along the western coast, so that the visitor will 
see'the event as one of those heroic epics of bravery and devotion 
to duty whi~h are part of the inspiring heritage of history. 

The monument, however, would be remiss if it did not take full 
advant~e of all the resources here. '!'he existence of the light­
bouse presents an excellent opportunity to inculcate the visitor 
li"ith the operation of a nineteenth century lighthouse and the life 
of its keepers. Furthermore, the botanical and zoological specinrew;, 
both l!Uld and sea variety, found on monument grounds can enrich the 
visitor's experience by an exple.nation of these specimens _and how 
they fit into the orderly process of life. 

October 1959 
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The !Jational Park Service is the 
agent responsible for the preserva­
tion of these resources, and for 
the improvement of their capacity 
to provide a high quality of visitor 
enjoyment and experience. 
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The Mission of the National Park Service is to provide the 
means and technical assistance for the monument staff to present 
the various interpretive themes to the visiting public. 

By 1966 over 1,300,000 people will visit the monument annually. 
Since there is a naval installation on Point Loma above the monument 
and the only access is through the installation, monument visitation 
is llmited to the hours betYeen 9 a.m. and 5: 30 p.m., Yhen the gates 
are open. Therefore, there is no need in the foreseeable future to 
consider any visitor facilities other than rest rooms, Visitor 
Center, interpretive devices, and the necessary access roads and 
trails. 

Present monument boundaries are not fully adequate for either 
the proper interpretation of the monument or the prevention of un­
desirable development. As indicated in the latest Boundary status 
Report monument land should include the traditional site of Cabrillo' s 
landing, Ballast Point, as well as land on the westerly slope of 
Point Lama to permit unhindered access to the tidepools by the 
visitor. 

The Service must provide an adequate Visitor Center and museum. 
At the present time the lighthouse must serve three purposes: his­
toric building, Visitor Center, and museum. It is inadequate for 
these purposes, due principally to its small size and its construc­
tion which prohibit proper traffic flow, thus causing frequent 
congestions. With the construction of a museum-visitor center, the 
visitor will better be served '<lith adequate and proper interpretation 
of the significance of the area. 

In order to properly preserve the historic building and flora 
and fauna of the area, as vell as to have a meaningful interpretive 
program, considerable research should be undertaken in both the 
fields of human history and natural history. Research should be a 
continuing process so as to take immediate advantage of ne'" material. 

October 1959 
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There are a number of subsidiary interpretive themes 
themselves are not enouch to justify the existence of the 
but nevertheless, they exist and visitors are interested. 
these result from the monument's proximity to tile clwnncl 
San Diego Bay and the activities that occur in it. It is 
the monument to provide the necessary information. 

that in 
monument, 

Most of 
into 
up to 

The interpretive method shall follou t.ro cour.oes: (l) self­
guiding, and ( 2) personal ::;uiding by members or the monument staff. 
Since a self-e;uiding system does not presently exist, it \{ill be 
necessary to establish one pointing up both the historic~l and 
natural aspects of the area. Personal services by the staff ·.rill 
be given for organized groups and on a ree:,'Ularly scheduled basis 
for visitors who come in e;rcups of t .<o or three. 

It vould be impossible to restore Point Lema to a condition 
similar to that ,,hich existed at the time of early Spanish explora­
tion and settling. lJ.ke·>'ise, it ·.10uld be impossible to take the 
visitor back in time, due mainly to the fact that modern develop­
ments in the surrounding territory ·would intrude on any attempt to 
create such an atmosphere. However, on monwnent grounds all modern 
structures which are not absolutely essential for manae;ement, in­
terpretation, or maintenance shall be removed, and monument efforts 
should be directed toward encouraging the removal of objects on 
adjacent land which mar the landscape or hamper the vieW'. 

The bookstore at Cabrillo National Monument is operated by the 
Cabrillo Historical Association. This organization cooperates in 
the furtherance of the aims of the monument and uses most of its 
proceeds to purchase equipment needed by the monument. 

The monument cooperates with the Scripps Institute, .the Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and the California Fish and Game Department 
in studying and conserving marine life. This has re5ulted in much 
nev knmJlede;e about the subjects, especially about the gray '•hale. 

October 1959 
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In carrying out the monument 
mission, broad service policies 
are interpreted and adapted to 
meet the specific local situation. 
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'l"ne items listed belm• bring into focus some applications of 
principles discussed above and call attention to certain other 
specific practices to be followed in this monument . 

l. Continue the prohibition on fishing and skindiving from \ 
monument lands • 

2. .Acquire as soon as they become available land adjacent 
to the monument as outlined in the latest Boundary 
Status Report. 

3. Develop as rapidly as possible an interpretive program 
using trailside exhibits and audio-visual equipment. 

4. Restore the lighthouse to its condition during the 
1855-1891 period and refurnish it.with pieces of the 
period. 

5. Erect a l!DJ.Seum-visitor center as soon as funds become 
available. 

6. The major interpretive theme will be the story of the 
exploits of Cabrillo and the early exploration of the 
western coast of the United States. The natural history 
of the area shall have an important but, of necessity, 
a subsidiary role to the main theme. 

7. The story of the gray whale shall be emphasized during 
the migration period, December through February. 

8. Construct a trail system to the tidepools on the ·•estern \ 
side of Point Loma and to various overlooks. 

9· Continue existing agreements with the Cabrillo Historical 
.Association and accept their donations, for they imple­
ment and facilitate the development of various monument 
programs. 

October 1959 
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10. Continue cooperatinG with the Scripps Institute, the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and California Fish and Game 
Department to further knovledge about marine life in 
the area. 

ll. Cabrillo National Monument clill function vithin the 
framework oi' this approved Master Plan, and under 
published delegations of authority as a Group A 
organization as defined in the Administrative Manual . 

October 1959 
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The present pattern of use is nat; suited to the fiii;ure development 
of the monument; principally because it has evolved into one ~rhich 

" is adepted to the present main resource--the Ill!lg!lificent view. 

The visitor enters the mon~ over the only road avai.l!l.ble and 
finds parking space in ·!;he 175-car parking lot or on the road ~Vhich 
encircles the lighthouse. From here he can journey to the light­
house, or vetch the activity on the ocean and in the channel into 
San Diego Bay, or during the gray ~ThaJ.e llligration sGason, visit the 
tell!Porary ~e lookou:t. However, the cO'.astruction of a visitor 
center-mu.<JeU!Jl ~Till cb.mlge this pattern and lllOre properly em:pb.asize 
the salie!I'~ theme of the monument, ptrl;ting in proper perspective 
the various sub-themes. 

Ideally, the wey to inculcate the visitor vrith the signif'ica.nce of 
the hi~:rt;oric event vrl:l.ich occ'LU'red here ~rould be to create an atlllOs­
phere at the monument \lhich 11ould give him an affinity with Ca.brillo 
by presenting the scene as it was when that explorer fir~:rt; landed 
on the shores of the present United sta:tes. But, as mentioned in 
Chapter 1, such scenic re~:rt;ors:tion would be ill!Possible. The only 
recourse, then, is to crea;te in the visitor an appreciation of the 
exploit a.nd daring of voyaging to unk:nmm l!llld uncha..-rted li!Ulds. 

Unlilte the principal historical theme, the sub-theme centering 
around the lighthouse lends itself to the retention of the historic 
setting. If the ~:rt;ruct\.U'e >rere properly furnished, the visitor 
could become aware of the ill!Porta.nce of the light to nineteenth 
century shipping. 

The fiii;\.U'e extent of the natural history of the monumetrl; is nat 
known at the present time, since impending developments on the west 
side of Point Lorna riJJ3:3' destroy or radically change the ecology of 
the tidepool area. But it ;rould not be advisable at the presem 
time to ignore the tidepools for long-range planning of tl:l.is general 
re so\.U' ce • 

With these things in mind we can nmr go on to lay om a desirable 
visitor use pattern based on fiii;\.U'e developmem. Two themes which 
vlould ordinarily be considered sepa.re:tely--huma.n history and na:tural 
history--should be treated as a cOil!Plement one to the other 1 since 
the average visitor to the momnnent, watever his initial attraction 
to the area, i1ill, in most cases, vievr and •mnt elucidatiO'JJ. on bath. 

November 1960 
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Since the historic scene cl!lmlot be re-created, it will be necessary 
to Ulile other devices to give the visitor a:n appreciation and under­
standing of the ll.istorical significa:nce of the area. This can be 
done best with a museum and an adequa:!;e trailside exhibit system. 

Upon entering the monuraent the visitor may park his car in a 420-
car parking lot ~lhich will be southeast of the present monument 
entrance sign. A shox-t l7alk uill tak..e him to the Ballast Point 
Overlook uhere there <rlll be a visitor center-museum, built to 
accommodate 700 persons per hour. From here he will be able to 
vielf the areas associa:ted with Cabrillo, such as Ballast Point;, tb.e 
Bey, and Baja California; here the visitor '·Till see objects and 
replicas connected trl.th Cabrillo e.nd the Indians he encouutered; 
here models, diorame.s, and paintings 'nll give oo impression of the 
historic scene; here the visitor will be told the story of Cabrillo, 
.vizcaino, and the early settlement of San Dieso; here the visitor 
mll look dmm on the site of the Spanish Fort Guijarros and the 
subsequent Fort Rosecrans, see that area 'lhere the nineteenth 
century l7hale butchering took place, and view the si'te of the hide 
warehouses vlhich Richerd Henry Dana d.escribed in his classic book, 
TI·To Years Before the Mast. In a 350 sea:'Ging capacity auditorium 
the visitor trill be~d of these even:~s as well as be told of 
the significance of the li,ghthouse. 

After this ll.is visit will be COIJlllleted by a 1mlk to the lighthouse 
;mich he 11ill find furnished in period . 

Proposed boundarY changes, >rhich uill incorpora:te into the monument 
portions of the land kno;rn as Fort Rosecrans and Ballast Point, 
'rill alter someuh&~ visitor use of the monument. ·From the visitor 
center-museum, or either the lighthouse, the visitor \Till journey 
to this area where he can stand on the probable site of Cabrillo' s 
landing, the site of Vizca:i.no's landing, and later Portola's, the 
site of the whaling ste:tions, and visit the old coastal defense 
installation, Fort Rose cram;. He 1?1-ll be able to go into the fort 
a.'l.d see the restored pmrder llJEl€az:f.nes and a''her rooms. Signs and 
trailside exhibits nll explain to ll:tm the operation and signifi­
cance of this fortification. 

B. Natural History 

The visitor 'mose prime in:l:erest is 'che mit,'l'ation of the California 
Gray llhale 1?1-ll likemse go first to the visitor center uhere he ;rill 
be tolo. the story of tll.is unusual mammal. He will gain a deeper 
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understanding of the whales by hearing of their origin, life, and 
place in the naturaJ. order of things, and his horizon 1-rill be 
'broadened 1-rith an explanation of the commercial potentialities of 
that species called the whale. From here he 'Till visit the 1·rhale 
lookout where he rrw:y vielT the gray whales in their natural habitat 
as they pass the monument, a.nd see displays telling fUrther their 
story. 

The whale lookout during other seasons of the yee:r will be available 
to inform the visitor of other interesting aspects of the monument's 
natural history. During the spring the 'bloC!lllillg coast chaparral 
rill be emphasized. At other times the oceanography ~Thich crested 
the principal shoreline features 11111 be treated. This place is 
also a good platform from 1rhich Channel Islands National Monument 
could be advertised 11ith exhibits displaying that monument's out­
standing features. Bu:t during other than the 1ma.le season, the 
principal displays rill concern the small marine life found in the 
tide:pools. From here scheduled nature walks to the tide:pools 1?ill 
begin. 

As a further aid to the visitor in his gaining an appreciation of 
the significance of ·the monument, there 1·1ill be a self-guiding 
trailside exhibit system pointing out the monument's features. 

The visitor 11ill have an additional o:wortunity to extend his 
understanding of the scene and time through free and for sale 
literature available in the visitor center. 

The visitor "rill be dra;m initially to the monument by either the 
history or natural history features. Once here, moreover, he ;rill 
come in corltact 11ith both. Piy participating in a well-rounded and 
meaningful interpretive program. on 'both themes his experience rill 
be richer and fuller. 

November 1960 
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Chapter 3. Park Organization Brief 

A. Park Organizaioion, General. 

Cabrillo National Monument t'Uncticms within the framework of this 
approved Me.eter Plan and under delega.ticms of aut;hority, a.s defined 
in the paragraph on specialized assietance 1 in the National. Park 
Service Administrative lclanual, Orgruaiza.tion Volllllle, Part 7. 

As a Group A area all activities center in the Office of the 
Su;perintend.ent. But, to assist the Superintendent in carrying out; 
the mission of the mon=nt, there are personnel em the monument 
ste.ff who are responsible fcrr certain activities of the monu:me:at, 
and are expected to function ~11th a modicum of supervision and 
guidance from the Su;peri.ntende:at. The activities of the monument 
break down into five phases: IUlministration, interpretation, 
prot;ection, maintenance, and the Cabrillo Histcrrical Jl.ssociaticm. 

B. Office of the SUperintendent • 

Function: Direct all ()J!erations in the monlllllent to accomplish 
the monument mission in the 'best Vlf1Y possible. 

Task: Plan, direct, sul)ervise, coordinate, and evaluate all 
activities perf' armed by the mo!l.Ullle:at staff as follo!~: 

Training 
PersoilllGl Management 
Fiscal MEmagement 
Property J-!anagement 
Opera.tion and lolaintenance of Facilities 
PubJ..ic Services 
Minor Construction 1fcrrk 

In most of the above ca.tegcrries the SUperintendent is the anJ;y 
res:Ponsible officer, and therefore, a.t times, pa.rl;iei:pates directly 
in their execution. 

To the degree defined in, end in accordance ~nth procedures described 
in the Administrative Manual, the SU;perintende:at participates in the 
long range ~emelili and development pJ8.11ning, nth :preparation of' 
the !IJB.ster Plan Narrative, and in the :progrmnm:!ne and supervision of' 
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construction projects. He provides liaison ~ritb. 'boa:rds, commissions, 
or o!;her governmental agencies, of which the foll~ring are most 
important : 

Headg_uarters, Eleventh Naval District 
llavy Electronics Labat-atory 
Board of' Supervisors, COI.l.lll:;y of San Diego 
City Council, City of San Diego 
Board of Directors, Cabrillo lllsto:r-ical Association 
other loca.J., regional, and Estate commissions and citizens groups 

The Superintendeni; also is in charge of Channel Islands National 
~louument • For his duties and responsibilities there, see the Master 
Plan for that a:eea. 

Organization and O;peraticr.o.: The monu.ment su:perintendem is the 
off'icer responsible for all activities ~nthin the monument. Until 
such time as the visitor center is built, his office will be in an 
old converted radio shack northwest of the lighthouse. 

(1) Administration 

O:f the five phases of monument activity, administration is 
·t;he one in ;rhich the Su;perinta.ndent will most actively participate. 
J;t; >nll be necessary for him to perform some of the tasks, but under 
his supervision the burden of the work will be carried out by the 
follOl·ring positions: 

Pe!'Jlla!leni: Staff: El"..isting La.a.g Rge 

Adm.:inistrat i ve Assis·l;ant l 1 
Clerk-Typist 0 1 

Total Perr.J.aUent T 2 

Sc;asonal Shaff: None None 

Facilities Required: Existing Proposed 

O:ffice Rooms ( Includ. Supt.) 2 ~oblit. ~ 2 ~in v.c.~ 
File Room 1 oblit. 1 in v .c. 
storage Room 0 1 (in v.c.) 

'J.'o'.:;al T T 
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The i'lmction of administrative personnel 'Jill be to perform the 
common administrative services, in accordance 'nth established 
pol.icies, procedures, and standards for snd in ·l;he in:terests of 
the effieienl:; operation of the emire monumem organization. 

Assigned Tasks: 

Perform procedures related to hiring and tll.e separation of 
personnel, and maiiii:;ain local personnel records. 

r,laintain records of funds allocated to the mon=nt. • The 
Su:perilrtendent 'Jill have financial accountability for all f'UJld.s 
allotted to the monu1wnt • 

Effect the procurement of supplies and materials for the monument • 

Effect the acquisition and disposal, and main:ta.in records of 
accountability for all equipment and property. 

Consolidate and prepare the monument's budge-1:; estimates for 
submission. 

J.lailltain time and pay:roll records • 

(2) Interpretation 

Under the general supervision of the Superin:tendem, the 
mollUlll.etll; Historian will direct and coordinate the activities of the 
imerpret:!.ve staff. Due to the heav:r year-round visitation to the 
monumenl;, expansion under MISSION 66, and the diverse eharacter of 
the interpretive prOf,-ram, the follodng inlierpretive staff m.u he 
needed: 

Historian 
Tour Ioo.der 

Total Permanem 

Seasonal staff: 

Ranger-Naturalist 

Existing 

l 
0 

1 

1 

Long R81lge 

l 

+ 
1 
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P"t>esently, interpretive of'f'ices are in the basemem of the oJ.d 
l:ighthoose. This room also serves as the library and workshop, and 
to same exl:em as a S'&Oii!'~ roam for ll!Wleum items. The bulk of the 
museum items, however, is stared in a building at Fort Rosecrans. 
In the :proposed visitor center it lri11 be necessary to have one large 
roam which ~rill serve as the office for the inter:Pretive staff and 
lTill also contain the monumenl; library. All.ather room will be needed 
to store muse= items and study collections, and to serve as a 
'lrol"ksb.Op. 

The :f'unctian of the interpretive staff lTill. be to determine, assemble, 
and prescnl; the facts about the !!lOUumenl; and its resources so as to 
guide the :protec-l:ing of !!lOUumenl; resources, and to e:tll'ich Visitor 
experience. 

Assigned Tasks: 

Train personnel in the procedures and skills utilized in 
interpretation. Inform other monumem personnel on the resoo:rces 
of the mon:nmel!l; • 

Plan, supervise, coordinate, and perform research in the fields 
of hiatory cancerlling Spanish explorations and colon:l.zatian, 
and the lTCat coaat of the United Sl:ates as it related to the 
commercial and military activities and aids to navigation an 
Po:l.l:xt; Loma • 

Prepare and publish teel:ul.ical and popular pt;~blica:l:ions. 

Pl.-eserve hiatOTical and archaeological l!l.!l:terie.ls 1 and maiiil:ain 
recOTds and stud;v coJ.lections. 

Plan and operate !llOO.UI!Iell(; interpretive prGgl."am. When !4ISSION 66 
is Ccmu?lete at the mcmument the interpretive program will include 
a museum with an attached auditorium, a histOTic house, self­
guiding trails, audio-visual :prGgl."ams, and wayside and trailside 
exhibits. 

Maintain monumerxt library. 

Maintain relatiCI!lships uith educational and historical m•ganiza­
ticms concerned with !!lOUumem knwle<l3e and inter:pl!'eta:tion. 
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Under the general supervision of the SU:per!l.It;endent, the 
ranger staff will see to the proteetion of' m.oournent resOIU'ees and 
facilities, and to the welfare of lllO'LIIl!llent visitors. 

The Superintendent of' this area is also SUperintendent of Channel 
Islands National Monument, and be has o:n his staff mro rangers, one 
of ll'ham is the Sll.perintendenl; 'a representative at Cl:l.almel Isla.nds. 
There is Oll.l¥ o:ne l"8.!lge1"1 then, a.asigned to Ca.br:!.Uo. .Al.tbough 
same of' the Chawel Isla.nds' ranger's work is perfOl"llled at this 
m.ooumenl;, Ca.brillo has need of two tull.t:tme rangers. T"ne :proposed 
ranger staff is as follows: 

Ranger 

SeasanaJ. staff: 

Facilities Required: 

Office in Visitor Cenl;er 
storage Room 

l 

Existing 

0 
0 

1 

Proposed 

1 
1 

Cabrillo Natio:na.l Mooument has a heavy year-round use and the duties 
of the ranger staff fluc:l:uate little throughout the year • 

Assigned Tasks: 

SUpervise and regulate :public use of the morJ:Illll.e:a:f; and m.ooument 
facilities, and influence the safe and :proper use of' the monument. 

Keep all records coocerni:ng visitor statistics. 

Inspect and make recOllltllendetions to illlprOII'e safe working 
conditions. 

PJ.an and carey out measures far the :prevention and control of 
ilalnage to moournent land, buildings, and vegetation by fire, 
erosion, disease, or ether causes. 
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Perform rescues or render other services in the interests of 
the ;rel:f'are of monument visitors. 

Plan and execute measures involving ~rildlife management. 

Secunl conformance to monument regulations, and take initial 
action in the case of violations thereof. 

lc\aintain good relations with, and >men necessary, secure the 
cooperation of Department of Defense Security Gu.ard and F:i.:re 
Department on Point Lama. 

Advise the Superintendent and other monument personnel on matters 
pertaining to protection of m=nt resources and regulation 
of monument usc. 

(4) Haintenance 

Under the general supervision of the Superintendent, the 
maintenance foreman will direct and coordinate the ~mrk of the 
r:J.aintenauce sta:f'f. 

Present developmerr.;s taking place at tb.e monume:nt under MISSIOH 66 
cause a fluctuation in ;;m·k ~rith the result ·~hat 1-JAE J..aborers have 
·~o be utilized. Once, hm;evcr, HISSION 66 has campleted i'Gs 1rork 
at Ca'brillo there vill be little variation in the w·ork-load over 
the y.:;ar; consequeutl;y', seasonlll positions >lill no longer be 
necessary. At the sa.<ne time, 11ISSION 66 developments when campleted, 
1iill make e la'i:'ger maintenance sta:f'f mandatory. Hith these thouglr~s 
in mind, the follmring m.eJ.:o:cenance sta:f'f is required: 

Pe:rme.uent Staff: 

Fo:reman 
Ga;rdener 
Maintenanceman 
JanitCJr 
Laborer 

TotaJ. Permanc!l't 

Seasonal Staff: 

labCJrer 

Existing 

0 
0 
1. 
0 
l 

2 

2 

Lo.ng Ra.ug;e 

l 
1 
1 
1 

_L 
7 

0 

l 



• 

• 

Facilities Required: 

utility Area 
Office in utility Area 
MaJ.ntenance Shop 
Vehicle Garage (far t~ro) 
storeroom in Visitor Ce:o:ter 

VoJ.ume I, Chapter 3 
Pal"k Organizati® Brief 

Page 8 

Existing 

0 
0 
0 
1 (oblit.) 
0 

Proposed 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

The Maintenance staff 'tri.ll operate and ma:!.:o:te.in the physical plant 
in a ma.nner contributing to the efficient :functioning of the monu­
ment staff', to the welfare of the visitors, and to the preservation 
of monument resources • 

Assigned Tasks: 

Operate utility systems, buUdillg equiJ?lllCltl;, and ather facilities 
of the physical plant • 

Maintain parking area, buildings, grounds, equipment, tra:!.ls, 
and utility systems (except telephone and electric systems 
maintained by local public utility cO!ll:panies). 

Perform minor construction work. 

(5) Cabrillo Historical Association 

Under the general supervision of the SUperintendent, wo 
acts as the Executive Secretary, the Cabrillo Historical Association 
ma.il!:l;a.ins a bookstore at the monument and the sales proceeds are 
used to further the mission of the monument. Their bookstore is 
presently in the old lighthouse and wan the ~T visitor center is 
constructed the bookstore lTill be moved there. Although monument 
personnel pa;l'ticipate in the activities of the Association as mem­
bers and b.ave some job ar office in it, most; of the a.etual r>mn1ng 
of the bookstore is performed by one fulltime and one pa.rttime 
empla:,ree of the Association. 1t is necessary, h.olrever, at times 
far Park Service empla:,rees to man the bookstore (sucll. as during 
vacations, llUlch hours, etc.). It is anticipated that moving the 
booketore to the proposed visitor center 'rill have little effect 
upon the operation of the bookstore ar the Association and that 
the same nlllllber of perscms 'tri.ll continue to be empla:,red by the 
Association. The space the Association 'ri.ll require in the visitor 
center 'tri.ll consist of rOCllll fOJ:" the bookstore and one office in 
which records can be lrept and some merchandise etored. 
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l 

Existing 

l 
0 

Long Rge 

2 

0 

Pl:'o;posed 

l 
l 

Su!llm.aJ.'y of' llational Park service Sf;a.:f.f' 

~ol;aJ. Tol;aJ. 
Exiati!lg Long Range 

SU;perintendenf; l l 

Administration l 2 
Interpretation 

PeZ'!llllllent l 4 
seasonal l l 

P:rol;ecrl; ion 
PeZ'!llllllent 1 2 
seasonal 1 l 

M'aiD:l:e:o.auee 
Pel'!llllnent 2 7 
seasOMJ. 2 0 

TotaJ. Permanent; 6 16 
Total SeasonaJ. 4 2 

Grand Total 10 l8 

J 



• 

-· 

MASTER PLAN 

FOR PRESERVATION .liND USE 

OF 

CA:BRILLO NATIONAL MO!WJIIEJ:lT 

Vol'!lme III, Seei;ion A 
Pl1l"k0dgin 
Pa&;e 1 

Volume III, Clelleral PIJ.l"k Izlf0li'JJ2atiau 
Section A. Park Origin 

Pl"ep...">.Xed by: Frsncis R. Holl.a.ud,. J'l'.'. 
ilistoriau 

ACCEP'l'ED BY: Donald M. RobinsGD. 
Superiiltenderr!: 

Da:l;e Ju.l,y 1961 



, 

• 

• 

V011Tra.~ III, Sec'cion A 
Pw:'k Origin 
Prt.-g'e 2 

Cs.brillo National Honunent \JE.S elice.b1ished by P'i'esiderrtie.l 
PJ:·oc:J.ams:tion :tltMber 1255 da;t;ed Oc'cober 1~-, 1913. One~hal.f acre of 
laud sUJ:':r'ounctlne e.11 ol<'L aban<'loned lic;hthause situe.te<J. near the end 
of: Po:ixrl; Wd.a t·ms set aside ;Ito con:u:;~·nora:ce the CUscov-ery of CalifOl"".aia 
by JUll.n Rodriguez Cabrillo • • • . " (Ree:err<; research in<'lica:tes 
Cabri.:l~o ~ra.s not ·Ghe first; Burapee..::.'l to reach the nx~se:n.t state of 
California). The ::aonW;101lt, 1tritb.L11 the Fort Rosec_~ i·!lilits.r;y Reser­
vatia."'l, ¥1E.S :placed und.er the corrCrol of the 11ar DDpa:t"tnent. ~Ll~ 

procla;mtion establishinG the ;nouwlerri; also cave :c>er:nission to the 
Order of Pm:!.a.T.a to e!'ect en heroic sta:'cue 150 feet high of Juan 
Roilrigc1ez Cabrillo. The or;:;a:nization becf!Lle defunec before any tan­
grDle actia.a vre.s tal:cn on the statue, and in 1926 the perm.ission -vras 
rescinded by Pl."Csidential Proc18lll&:cion. The rescincl.ine proclool'!J.tio-a 
at ·Ghe: sa.u:~;e tiDe gave the native Sons of the Golden lJest the right 
to erect a memorial O;:J monumexxl; laud. T11is :oroject, too, resulted 
in ndch:Lne. 

Dur:tug the 20 years the mol'l'\ll_J;-;~Uc 't,re.s tlnder. the co-D.t;rol o:r the Har 
De}~"tment little t-ras O.one to '!'iaint<E~.iu the :place~ o.nU. the monl:tr:tcrrt t s 
cerri:;elJ?iece, the lichthOUSJe, fell into o~sre:pail'. nw momnr.errt uas 
s:G-rpJ.y a place <lhere tourists to San Diego could come to climb an 
old abaud.one<'l liGhthouse to ol:f.;aln a lJlaiZllificerrc vie>:r of l&.ud end 
sea. T'ne buildine 1ms no'c =·ed for ana probably not e. s:Lnele 
visitQ.1:"' vms a\·JW"e that thG: morruo.c::.'!t llad "been set aside to com.r1emorst;e 
Juan Rofu>iguez Cabrlllo. 

sa·ae old pho~oc;raphs shmr 'che bnil<'lillG "trl·i;h large fac1ed letters 
paMed on the ot.ti;side cm.lls rumouncj.ug po:r'ccal'ds fm' sale inside. 
One visitor ·to ·<;he lighthouse in 192~- said that the <ralls sv.rroood~ 
i!JG the s-piral s·i;ail.•s ·~o the tcmer trere plastereci carrpletoly uith 
calling cru.·ds of people ~rho hs.d vislted the monumen:t. 'lms me'chod 
of rec;istering !w.s since been su;ppls.nted <-lith the visitors' regi:r'cel• 
book. 

Fl'a:n ti!::ze to ·~:LL~s COiJ1LJEI.."ldine; of':ficcrs of' Fm-t Rosecrans ~rould lutve 
r.J&lgs of conscience end ~"lalre so:ae effort to r.w..intain "tll2 old rla.ee . 
So::te eucom•aeed tb.cil' men to s-pend oi'f -duty hours repairing tb.e 
s'cn1cture. A1.so, tbe fll"lTfY at ti11les appare:nt.ly e-Licom·ac~d milite:cy 
fWlilies to oecup;y- the place as a residence . Eviderr(;J.y penllission 
vm.s given ·to some to sell souve;yJ;-·s S.ud poa:'.:;cal'ds. In 1931 the l-!t?f!JY 
otr'.:;"'iYled a rm:Ul S..itiDlmt of money to effect a fm~ l'Cl:>ail's and give 
the strueture a coe:'c of paint . But by 1933 the buildi.ll<:; ;re.s e&dn 
in a sad ccmditiou .. 

~ 
~~--------------------------
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In 1933, the monumenl:, alO'S!.g u:!:t;h TJJ2J1¥' others, vmB tftlllsf'erred f'l•am. 
the jUl."isdicl;ion of the Har ~n:t to that of the Depar!;mem of 
the :rmeriOl.". It '1m3 nw the job of the Nat:l.aua.J.. Park Service to 
adm1.n:l.ster the m(ll11.ll;lem • Responsibility fOl." protection and nw.inte­
rumce af the area ~ms given to Sequoia Nati=l l?e:l"k.. Plans lrert'e 
i.nJ.mediately l.a.:!.d to repair the lighthonse and :l.mprove the grounds. 
By the end of 1935 the lighthouse had been eOll!pletely restm-ed to 
its original condi'Gian, the gr01mds had been landsca:pecl, resl;rooms 
built, and a memorial plaque to Ca'brillo inm;alled. 

The concession at the mo.uument ~r-as let, and the eoncessio:ner 1ms 
also appointed eustodia.n of t.b.e area. In 1$)42, because the JllOOUJJlen:l; 
;res located u:l.thin a milltm"Y reservation, it uas closed to the 
public and ~;as not reOJ.lelWd until 1947. At 'Gl:!.at time the concession 
was relet to the f~;: cooces.:liOO.el", but a full time CUstodian vas 
also appollt'o;ed. The moo'Ul!lcnt • hCJ'srever, l"emained tmdsl" the admini­
s'.;rative su:perv·ieion of' Sequoia. In 1957 the mon11n~nt >ms ta.!ren 
from the eon:i:rol of Sequoia and a Superintendent uas appointed. 

Uni;;il 1959, the monU!l!..."ll'lt retai:Jlad its original size of one-ha.l.f 
acre. O;l Februe:ry 2, 1959, Pl:'esidentia.l wwnd:m.enl; to the original 
proc:la.l:aatiCD. expanded th.e mon'Ul!lent by 80.1 acres. This additio-.a 
permitted the 1!ational l?lll"k Service to go llb.ead u:!.t.h its IJ1.'<Jposed 
l•!ISSION 66 development of the at.""Ca • 
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Ca'tn-Ulo National Monunwnt :l.s loootecl. just ou:l;s:!.cl.e the city 
limite of Sl!!ll Diego, a J.ru:>ge metropolitl!!ll a:!."IUJ.. There m'e a :trullibeT 

of state, county l!!lld city a:roas uithin the gl"eater San Diego a:l."ea, 
ln.rt no:ne near the monum.errt;. A large l:l.Ulllbel" of moi.;els, hot;els, and 
restauralii;s a:ro within a al:J.or~ distl!!llce of the mOl'l.lllle:o:i;. 

T'.a<:l monunent is loca:(;ed on Po:l.:!l:t Lama, s.ll of wl!.ieh at one time ,ro.s 
a military :resel"V'fltioo. Frn:' tlmt reaso-.a. Point L<:lwl. is gererousl:y 
sp!'il:lkled uith military installat:i.OZIS SJld r~s of milltaey 
occupation. In recent yem-s the milltaey has been gt'adu.all;lr :releasi!J{; 
Point Locla for o(;l:J.er uses. Most of the la:!ld• lwlrever, is still und.er 
their jurisdiction. 

A good p~ion of the land is used by the Navy for expel•imental work 
and is under the su-gm:vision of the Navy Elestronics LabO?atory. 
T'ae old F'~ Rosecrans :l.n$tal.ls;tion is now given over mostly to 
military :reserve traini!J{; cora:panents. Just nor"'h of mo:o.ummx!; bw:uda· 
:des is Fm't Rosem'llnr: National Cemetery. On tll.a oceaJl sicl.e of Point 
Lema bel011 the :ua:tional cernatery is an Atlas J.lissile sts:r.ionm"Y 
·t;esti!J{; site. 

'J.'¥10 current cl.evelo);!fll!'!:crts oo Poin:'G Lema abut monum.ellt la:!ld on the 
ocean side. On the llOl'th aicl.e a prime:ey sewage treatment plant • 
w.ieh will serve the SSJl Diego met:i:'opollta:u a:roa, is u.nde:;.• conr.."'truc~ 
tiau. 'l'o the sCI!I!;h a salt w~e:r conversion plalii;, u.nd.er au9:pices 
of the Department of the Ji!te?im·, will soon be Ol"ected. 

• S~m Diego is served by~= airline, ra.iJ.rood SJld bus lines. 
Most of the towns in the Los Angeles metro)?Olitoo area Ol"e near 
enough to the monum.ent to make de;V•llBe f'"..-om them possible. 

PoiltG Imll. is a slight~y c1l.l:'Ved !ll:'lll pratrudil:lg wt t\'om the !Wi'lnlend 
embrac:l.ng San Diego J?Loo.'bor oo the west • It is a h.i.gh ridge of lml.d 
S'liandi!J{; majestica.ll;r above 'Ghe S1.n'"L'~ lmrla:!ld. In 1'!I.MY places 
it is = 400 i'e&t above sea level. PoiltG ~ sJ.o:pes gei.rtl:y up­
ward for several h1l.llilred yards back from the ceea;a. :rt; then rises 
s.~Gl:y 'Go heights at 350 feet to 400 feet above sea level. On 
the hm-bor sicl.e of Poi:o:C 1o:m.e. the la:!ld falls off mare slla1i'ply. There 
is a rood l'1Xfltrl '!lf.t alo!lg tlla crest of Point Lema. From the rood tlla:re 
a:ro oeoosional draws slqp:l.ng to the lmrbor SJld to the oee~m. T'ae 
crest follQl>l'Ulg the road is gene:MlJ..ly undule:ci!J{;, btt'.; there 8:1."0 knolls 
separe:'o;ed from the ere"'i; by little valleys several hunilred feet ~dele. 
Poilr'G 1o:m.e. can be aptly ·!;armed hilly. ~1ooument la:!ld extends f'l'>Oll! 
sea leveJ. on the ~ side to a b.eigll:t of 420 feet, the site of tlre 
old lighthouse. 
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TADI.li: 1 - 'l'OT.I\L J\liWUAL H1Ji.ffiER OF VISITORS 

The 1ar[lc increase for the year 1953 is due to a more accurate 
covnt ·by means of B.n e;utom.atic car connter. Prior to this, visitor 
uQc 1.ras est.imat.ed. 
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'l'A:BLE 3 - PARK VISI'l'ORS BY MOil.'THS 



• 

• 

50 

45 

40 

35 

30 

25 

' 
' . ' 

I 

I 
f 

., I 

r .. ·( 
20 I ' I 

1 

15 , 1'+---v· 

~ 
t ! \ 

I I \ 

t I 

' I . \ 
I 

\ 
I 

\ 

Volume III, Section C 
Public Use Data 
Page 4 

1966 Groups 

II' 
' ' 

/ ' ' 
' )' -·( 

J, F. ~!. A. M. J. J. A.. s. O. N. D. 

TABLE 6 - SPECIAL GROUPS 

This table illustrates the monthly usc by groups which 
include school classes a.11d other young adult organizo:!;ions that 
ve:ry in size from ·!;crenty to sixt;y-i'ive members. It is felt that 
the use of' the m-ea by g:t'OUIJS will inc:~.•ease app-t'oximately one­
·!;hi.Td. Hith the addition oi' a muse=-visitor center under 
MISSION 66, it is possible a higher use ma;y result. 
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The duration of stay pe1• vis:tto-t' re.nges fl"om 15 to 30 minutes except 
d1J2":1.ng ·!;he seaso1.ll11 m:tgre:',;ion of the California Gray vJh.ale, December 
to Februa:ey, •·rhen the lo:agth of stey tends to be a little longer. 
Hith ·i;he proposed development undel• MISSION 66, it is expected that 
the average duration of stay of each visitOl' ~rill be extended for 
approximately 30 minutes. The visitor -vrill take time to peruse 
the exhibits in the proposed museum-visitor center and l!lll.llY will 
pause to attend ·(;he audio-visual prog;.•am in the attached auditorium. 
The construction of a wayside exhibit imerpretil!lg the nat1J2"al 
features of the monument and the ne:tttre trail ~rill induce some, 
lll.fl.in.ly local people, ·to take advantage of these features. 

There is no overnight use since the monument is "Within a military 
reeerve:'Gion, which is open dur:tng daylight hours only. 

Table 8. Not applicable. 

Table 9, other. 

Visitation tot he monument is composed mainly of indiViduals end 
small fa.'Ilily gifoups ~rith a l.iberal spr:l.nkliag of school and scout 
g<'Oups. Visitors come pr:!.marily for the view ano. to elim.b to the 
tmrer of the lighthouse. T'ne a.vel•age visitor has something less 
than a casual interest in early Spa;aish explorations. ~ the 
e;<'IW whale migifation season, hoi;ever, a prime motivation for 
visit izlg the mon1.Wlent is to vie1; the passing cetaceans, 

It has been observed in recent months tha"li an interest in early 
Spa.uish explorations can be aroused in l!lll.!JY visitors. Those 'W'.ao 
take the time to attend the talk on Cabl•:!.llo, which w-as given 
under some~rhat adve1•se circumstances and ~nth a min:lrau:m. of visual 
aids, enjoy themselves and depari; ~rlth a knmrledge and appreeie:'Gion 
of this signifiean:l; subject. Consequently, the proposed museum~ 
visitor cmr!;er ~rill serve a real IJl1.l'POSe and be more effective, 
since it '1111 reach a gifeater ll.1llllber, in maldng the Visitors atrlll:"e 
of this chapter of history, which, e.:f'l.;er ~J.l, is the monument's 
reason. for being. 

Beizlg located in a lru.•ge metropolitan section, this area has a 
large repea:t visitation. This segment re·!;urns no!; for the historical 
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features of the s:;:ea, but simpl;'! to get mray f'Tam the nerve­
Hrecking experiences encowr!;ered in urban living, and to 
contem-plate the view. Hith a well designed ana. interesting museum, 
some of these people 'Ifill have their interes-1; channeled int;o an 
understanding of this portion of' their country's histOl.'Y· Also, 
due to this repeat visitstion, it will be necessary to have a 
pi'ogram of Gxb.ibit cha.>Jging so therG vill be something f'Tesh to 
ettract their attGn~ion . 

·• 
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The mcmument has an cmtstanding panOl"ml!ie vi011 of the Pacific 
Oeean, the City of San Diego, and Sm.! Diego Bay • e.nd this vimr has 
been te1-med one of the finest in the WOl1.'"1d. 

Al:l~ interesting aspeet of the monument is the 'IJOOXeelled 'll'll.l:XI;age 
point fl'>om w'!rlch vi!!litors rw.y <ratch the migration of the Calif'Cli"'Iia 
Grey lill2J.e. T'wa rnigr'a'~icm of the gray Wale is a~e of the most 
l"enJP....:rkable MttlT!ll. l!.isi;OJ7 events in the 'mrld ·~oda;v. The majority 
of the whales J=Y scru:l;h't>m'd jus!; off the shore of Soul;l.w:!!"a 
California and Imrer C&lifOl'Il.ia cl:uring the momlla of Jw.u.s:ey and 
Feb:n.luy. Although a fe1:1 oor1y mi.grmtts mcy IJ!WB San Diego in 
em:' 1y December, they S!l:'e net abundant U!l'G il Cllri:i'G!ll8S. An occasional 
straggler can '00 a~ed in tcm'ch. 

O'.i:Uy 20 years ago this species ;ms so rare that little hope ;ms held 
that it woold recover. Tod!l;;' the species appeal:'s out of dal:lger, 
th1'l.Uks to imernatiema.l. cooperstion ~ the Walil'lg mtioilll 'llllich 
stopped the slaugbter of this tru:l.y tmique wl:lale. :rt is not at all 
mmilU9J. D.CIW to see between 50 e.nd 75 wll.ales a &a;y dm•:i.ng the peak 
of the mig):'a:tiOil.. 

Ca'brillo 1\'mtiooa.l. J<l<m""Mm is ecmsiflered the finest loc;stioo to 
;m:l:ch the migr~Xtion. Here individual whales can be watched for IXt 
least one ll.OllX', a.a they hove il:J:'Go vi011 from the n!i!l:"th !!llll.d. a.t last 
recede to the southeast e~cmg the Silver strand. The first !lll.d. only 
publie observatory fm' <rl:!B.J.es w.as established st the !OO:llU1llexE in 1951 • 

Mma; eOOI!;:I.nues to puzzle over the Dzy"steries of how these animal 13 ere 
able to mgr!XI;e aver such a :precise course and ll.Gli they S!l:'e able to 
maill:l;ain much a t:l.m..ota.ble. \fuereas ether mig):'a'Ging ani:ms.ls pass 
broacll.y t.hraugh OZll sxea, the California G'J.'tzy !-Jl:la.les, a.t 1ea.r,i; on 
the final part of the route, pass e.lcmg just oo:l;side the sm-f z=, 
virtually single file. re :I.e l'mrd to realize that tl:l.:ree months 
earlier these 11hales !ltarled off fi•om their ~ quarters aloog 
the shm'es of Siberie and Kemcllstlro emooute to their u:l.:oter quarters 
in the lagocmll ;md hm'bm-s along the O'.l:ter coozl: of Lrnrer Calif'Cil:'!lia. 
Bet;reen these tvo al'CM lie 6,000 mi1es of seemivg]¥ tl.•aekless 
ooea;u. vlitll the adven'G of S.'llJ!'ills the whales mu.st be o:a their wo;y 
be.cl.t again to their S'1:!r!llller feec'l.ing g;.-ounds. 

Ill the lagoo:a.s of Lrnrer • w Baja, Californ.ifl. the h'IJ&" !!llll.il::w.l!! ,fill 
nw.te and bem" their y<m\'lg. The geststicm period is sl~ly less 
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tlla.u a yeD:lf, and the females give bil"';h only once every two years o 

lihile in tho J.agoans the baby ~ille.le does nai: pley' ~rith tho other 
yotll2gsters, l:m:t:; l'ather stielro closely to its mo'Ghoro T'.ne mol#hor 
is constau:'Gly vigila:at to see that no hal"lll comes to tho il'li'a:at, 
and. during ·t;J:Us pe?iod 1rlll he.ve no'Gh:!.ng to do uith tho male o Jlbou;t 
a mo:a.th and a ha1i' af'tet• bi.rth the tJ.·ek nortmra;ed begins. T'ae baby 
co:crtii"J:Ues ·co re:rill'l.in close to the mol#her, oon:Einil'lg his activitieB 
to ee.vm'ting aNund !:lilr. 

A.nol#her plla!le of ·t!:liJ na:'G1ll's.l hlst ory of the m.Q\:J.ma,ent eemers around 
too 1, 000 YB:i'd stTip an the Pacit:ic Oce=. HeN tide pools are 
fo'lilld 'rhich corrtai:il small l:lli:l.Tine life o The ·t;idepcol!'! ])i."esel'itly &e 
seVGl'ely depleted aud ~rill ].Xi"obably be damaged i'llr'i;l:wr by the vasto 
p?oducts of the sm.mge disposal plm:ri; and salt vator eo:nvel•:J:ion 
IJJ.s:at. Urr'cil a definite status of the tidepools is J:'Gached and a 
·ia•ail built to them, if ~l!ll:"'t'Mted, there is little neceseity :Pre 
lll:~OlflJ't'etin£; them. IIO<mver, they should not be rnrorlooked as a 
:po'.:el!tial !'cwcmrce of' the mon=l!t. 

D:!. the spring w.d BU'lilllCX> months, the canst chap&.rFdl blooms prof'Ltsely 
and :Pl'Ovides an 'UllGnding &:S.'n::f of wild f'lmrers tl:lrC~Ugh trhich a self­
guiding l'l.e.ture •!;?ail ie planned under MISSION 66. The ch,pert'al is 
scattCX>ed abO'tll; Point Looa, 1:l1.!'G the mos'G CO'J1cel'!tl"a:ted and best 
va:!."iGty of it ocC'lll'a on the ~matern slo:pes of the Point. 

\·lildlife in the area includes lag~s, hares, I'oilen:i;s, and shore 
e.ud land birds o Pe<puJ.ations are kept in control by praying birds, 
food ;;upply, aud limited nesting a:t'aas. Jmcepi:: IJOssibly for the 
shO?G 'birds, the ~rildllf'e of the a.rea es.mtot be considered as a 
poten'dal res01.!l."ce of i:he mOl>Ulllent. 

The :Eolloota.g is a li!'lt of nlltive shrUbs aud flO!P..r!l idertcificd as 
g;ra<:Ying an monument J.Mds. 

Acacia lougifolia 
Adenos-l;am.a fasciculi~% um 
Jl.nthemis £'1l.Bcat a 
Cassia spp. 
CeendGhous ve~cosus 
El.oiogmw, wrvifol:i'lttl 
11!tt,pllcrebia mi~.ea 
Quercus <lt!30sa 
Rhus illi;cv.'efolia 

cliff· SJ?'ill:'ge 
sc:rnb. oak 
lemczu:ul.e berr-.1 
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l1l:!:c.W lau.:d.= 
~us co:cn:J.unis 
Se~via mellifil"a 
Zyloeoeeus bieolo~ 

Agnve shn~rii 
TIG~ge~o e~~~rus GT~li 
Ovu.ri'c ia .S1JIJ .. 

f:.ntirrhinun ~t<t.tl:;ta 11 ianUill 
Jl..:t'teuisia calif~.G.ice. 
Daecb.8J.~is sm~utlu."'oiGBs 
C~stilli,ja f'olloloca 
Ca1ActhlQ~~ filuginifolia 
Cuc.~"is SJJ:\? .. 
I!.Uuhm·•iJia poJ.ycru."'[.)a. . = • 
PoonicuJ.tur! "ily.J£;c..re 
~)lopap?Us sav~~£oius 
:rellnuthus graeilentus 
EerJizol10.. fasicv:L~ua 
leutos:pcZ'"i!11.3J.!l s:p:p. 
f·lfrSCY!1.01 .. Y&Yl'Chc:aun cryS~aJ.li.:n4"'t1 

Hil1U.lus Vtll'li.CGUS 
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lD.1..J.?">:U gnrt•s c. 
cas{;c:t" be:JE.. 
'black fJa.ge 
coest w-rnzfLYlita 

century plan\; 
yellow button cac·\;us 

ntr~tal ~dapdrag~~ 

Ct~lif-Ol"'ilia sage h1"UBh 
chapar-.eal broom 
·Hooly pamGed eup 
BDU"id a8·c.e.r~ 

cucur:£bc:e vl.ne 
i'ail."y UE~'lfEJ 

sweet fc!!nel 
so.1:toduhed goldr~n bush 
common nun.flotior 
golden tCJ.""u-eecl 

ice :fllB:nt 
monlrey flosror 

'.C.aG follmr1ng is a lifr'ti of tha ezot:J..c trees5 slli"U'Ds, a;nd. fJ...oueZ's 
iU.cnrh lficd o.s £:l"'mrll!.g cr.u mon'lnJr">nt lands~ 

Cu'O!."'"essus DaCl"OCt!r11a __,b --
Zu.c0J,ypt;·u.s s:pp " 
r:tnus hale·pensis 
Pinus ~yana. 

c~~~isca tuctles 
1,1ch1.cuca :U·'}S0'9hila 
f-letrosiclG:t:_ .. os ·bomentosa 
.Pittos7xt"'W:1 cl/assifolium 

v.lor:po p~:nro 
t or:r-ey pine 
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Out of one =' s illaasters and misf<Fttmes, o'ch<:u• men IT!!'l:Y have 
-t:.heir destinies siw:ged. and tllci"r- lives ch.'!J:"ced. An insignifico.nt 
sold:i.er r.o?ned Juan Rodriguez Cabx'illo eme:<'ged from the defeat of 
Panfilo de Ns.rvaez e;i; 'che hands of cm:"'ces i:.'l 1520 to rise to a 
position of wealtll and :i.J~0<Ftance in G1J.!l:!;emala. Tlrenty ye&•s later 
this S&LW Cabrillo, who ~1'as nmr e/t."li.ral of a fleet heac1ed by oue 
of the most f&latls of the conquis'cadores 1l2 the new Horld, ,;as to 
'beg,'in a joUI".ney ~iaich vas to give him a prominent place in the 
history of the Umr Ha.cld--a jom'llily which had been direetly trigg;ered 
by I~erveez • s final and greatest disaster . 

In the late 1520's uhen Nm·vaez ste-J?ped asho-.ce nem· Tsnrpa Bs;y in 
Florida, little did he e:ud his men realize that the exped:l.tion uouJ.d 
end in such utter failm.•e, s:nd that the f!l:!.lure ;rould result in a 
flm~";y of activity nhich revealed to the Eu:i:ope&l World a considerable 
pmotion of the land !'lO!J kumm as the United states. 

Ponce de Vw:n, seekrng the fabled fountain of youth, discovered 
Flcr.cida, gave it its n~:>me, and lost his life e;i;i;e~rpt:irl[; to colonize 
it. Ayllon csme later and established a colocy in Cru:'olina 11hich 
did not survive lang. Then Panfilo de Nru:~aez ceme to seek the 
l'umored treasures of this land. As he marched over the land each 
mirage of ,,,eaJ.th on t;he horizon aisspp3e.recl. >trlth a:..~iving at iJcs 
sup-posed location. Disam:JOintment, sho1otage of supplies, and Ind~an 
hostility finaJ..ly caused the dis:Lllusioned Ua:t"'l!'aez ·co hasten to 
leave the inhospitable land. Lacl~irl[; ships, he COUEltruc.ted horse~ 
hicle boa'cs in ~rh:tch he and his men s!l:!.led eJ..ong the Gulf of MeJd.co 
hoping to reach the land 1'ecc:al;ly conquered by Cor'ces. The e:'~tem:p'c 

wes abactive, and ·~he five frail craft 11cre Hrecked by a s'co:rm on 
the Ter,.as coost. Otr'c of this &'and expedition four men survivec1, 
the most m_porta.nt one beL11g Al vm• Nilllez Cabeza de Vaca. lie left 
au accour.ct: of the 1ml:ld .. edJJ<:;s, hardships, and t;ravnils of the four 
survivors. At first Vaca and his cocrpa..'1i.ons served as slaves, bltc 
in tme became kumm as Children of the Sun and \?ere revered medi­
c:L"le r.1en effect;ing "miraculaus" cures. Their <lallderings e-srried 
tl1..em into uest TeXl:>.s and Hew liiexico. Everywhere they heard tales 
of fabulo·us cities of' <Tea.l~h to the north. Heading south they 
passed through No...-M:;her.a l!lexico, pausing, a:nong o'~her places, in 
the Valley of the Uear'cs 1ffiich xms later to l,;~ au :!.mpor'Gant base 
for the Ca.caa.ado e):pedition. Hith a large retinue Qf vrorshipf'u.l 
natives follmring, the quartet continued sou:i;lwBrd s:ud llk.."'t a &·oup 
of' Spanish slsve ce;i;chers. They Here then condueted to Cul:!.acan, 
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the 110r'6h<E"n ou!;poot of N~w Spain, whel"e a.f'&er eigl:J:i:; years at 
pr:l:li'e:~ioos, herdslrlpe, and 'i~Ul'l.deri!Jg, they were back :wong their 
(JI.TtJ. peo:ple. 

Nncll had haW"'...ned in Hev Spain d'tll"il:lg the lcmg absence of this 
pel!'i:pa;tetic qum:tet. 1fuen Harli'aez • s ez.f>Ga.itioo had left; CUba, 
cm:>t;e~; had con.qll.Ol1'ed the Aztecs and, solia.ifyil:lg his controJ. aver 
~lmJ S!Jain, trn.s bl'anching oo.t no.rtll, south, and uest to expand the 
d&illllin, coot·h'""lly seeking nmr discoveries. But by 1536, w'.aen 
they m'"cived in MeXico City, Cabeza de Vrrea and his companiO!lS 
found tha·i; the pcrcl"Cll' in this rich J.and la;y oot in the hands of' its 
eonqu.et•or. Antmlio de Mendoza, ~mom the eroun the prevloo.s yea:~: 
had appointed Vieeroy, 1·ras the ruler of Nmr Spain. Cortes had 
cOii'eted the position of Viceroy, bm had received the title of 
!•lm>quis, and been a-.opo:i.nted Capl;ain GeneraJ. of llew Spain, and was 
given permission to e~lore the Boo!lh Sea; eii!.cll. !OO&l:!.i!lg more than 
a sop to his ambition. There was little doubt t:lul;l; Me!ldoza was 
in the s.scendancy, and t:lul;l; Cortes • s staJ.' t~s ~·7aning. 

Cortes was disappointed a:t no!; being s.p:potnted Vieerey, but never­
theless eontim\ed efforts directed to'li'8.X'il. @"i!lillg ~.;her k.nm;lecl.\l:e 
of the Nc:m Horld. When he had been the power in ~~ti.eo, Co:t"tes !J.ad 
se-.a.t an expedition to Cht!ltt.GllJll.la 1.lllder Pedro de AJ.ve.r-ado to CO!lqll.Ol1' 
t:lul;l; lmiil. end one to !Iond'tll"as led by Cristobal de Olid for the 
smue lJlll'IlOse. EX,paditions no.rth and west ~rere sent out and 'by the 
eru:ly 1530's the territory as far north s.s J\.qU!'J.C!!liel:Ii;es and Stm 
ws PJI:oeti had been e~lored, snd settlements had been :made at 
Patl'l1eo, Qooretaro, and Colima. 

• Meamfhil.e, Nuno de G"llZl11BJl, ;i'.a.o had treated Ccrr~es shabbilY oo his 
re'G'llrll. fram the Hooduras expedition to pl.mish the rebellious Olid, 
was setting lliDJ.self up as a rival to Cortes. G= heard t'Ji>anl 
the natives about seven rich ei:l:ies to the north. His vain and 
:!.'1Xthless attempt to find ·!;hem resulted in the town C1l.liaean in 
Sinoloa being established and the tenitory of l!'ueve Galicia, with 
G= as gO\i'C!lrnor, being !ll!ll"ked off. Thus Nem Spain • s se'.;tle:roonts 
\·TeJ."C :vushed ful"'Ghcn· north. 

During this period. Cat'tes had udG been idle. His eonst:ruc-l:io:u of 
ships on '!;he west coast of Hew Spain to explore the Scul:;h Sea end 
the J.and to the !l.Ol:"t.h had. been intenupl;ed severs.J. t:Lmss. First 
the1•e had been the !IOnduras m.'J:leditic-il. ae;ainst Olid; then 't1han 
the ships 'OOl'e assembled, they received orders to dispatch an 
expedi'!;ion to the Spice Islands to relieve Loaisa.. '1'hey ~;ere 



• 

• 

V01Ulll!3 III, SecrUoo D 
llatural ll:l.stm"J and 
H:l.st oriea.l Bacl>gl."tmnd 
Page ·r 

ful:>thcl:t• dell:i;ved ul:!.en in 1528 Cortes L"etUl"ll.ed to Spain to persona.J.l;r 
ptU:Jh his ambitions. On his J:CtUl"ll. 'IYlJ:rious o'.;he:;: hi.!l.d!.'a.nea.s s:rose 
iko impede thcl confltruc·Giou of' the eL'J)lO?~ fleet. But by 1532 
tuo vessels .hed been ou.-tf:ttikecl• and he imm.ediate:cy cl:l.s:patched them 
nm"th. Th:!.s expedi:l;ion ended disastrously, 'bu:'G it did reach ru.o 
del J.i'u.eP\;e • The following yea? Cor',es sent out tw mm·e ships. 
Some of the men, after passing t~ough 't1ro muti.!l.:l.es 2Jld imprison­
melli.: ai: the hands of GUZill!ln, returned and 'b:J:>oug,b.t ne11s to Cortes 
of o. bay on an island Wilill:'e pearls cou.J..d be taund. Il'l reo.llty 
they ho.d been to La Paz ill. Baja Californi.a. 

After tuo such unfortunate CJ,.'J)eriences Cm"tes decided to lead 
personally the next ex:pedi"~ion which 'tm.S to s:O;tenwt to eel:ablleh 
a colmzy' at the ha;y- on this newly cllse~ed ":il.sland." T'oo eal@.ists 
met cu_'ll:till.ued adve.t•sity, s.nd in 1536 CGl.""Ges 1l'ith~1f them. 

T.l:l.U£ '.1M the situat:l.aa il:l 1536 w.aen CabeZ!l" de Vaea ood his cOlil'"panians 
retUl"ll.ed to civillzaticw.. C«<'"'.;es, the old master of !~~? Spain, -;;ros 
on the decline. Huno de GllZlil£'1!., the slave trader, w·as vying ~fith 
Cm"tes ill. seelc!.Dg the seer&!; a cr£ the Nt:E"ch.ern l-1;)rstcry. Antoll:l.o de 
Mendoza, the oouly appointed. V:teeroy, 'tm.S olear:cy in the ascendancy, 
&nd was wisG:l,y and disc:ree'.:J,y pla;;rhle Ol:l.e of his :rivals against the 
der.b.en~ op 

Cab&za de Vaca •J""as ccraducted from. Cu.liacs.n to the capital of' rlew 
Spain ~1hcl:'e he lTh.."'i:. the Vicerey. l·lend.oza listened. tfith considerable 
il!'.;er(lst to the tales Vaca told of what he had see-.a. and w.aat he had 
hem•d f'£om the Il:Jq·l rns. Vaea reported, G.1lltlllg ol:her t:l:W:lgs, tlm.t the 
Il'lcliane g;.o~; co:ro and beans, had emeralds IUld tm"quoises, 2Jld that 
he had seen numerous s~ of gold, copper, !llld dchGr metals. This 
report arou.sed the :l.nterest of Me:udoza, but Mendoza uas a calii;:I.ous = aJJ.d the si:'.;uation in l!ew Spain uas still fluid. J.Ie dian 't 
rrm:rl; to !!lOve tm~i2 he had f:h"r!ifilY coni;:;eol OV"el' the lruJ.d, aud ll.lit:l.l 
he had coni'ir:me:tion of 1·!ha·i; Vaca l'epOl'ted. 

T'a.e hD.z?owi.J:!g m?:peJ?iences he had just pi!>.ssed tllrough ho.d nd~ damp:;.aed 
the adven:tm•ous spirit of Cabeza de Vaea tc:r he ?et"IJ.!'ll.Cd to Spain 
in 153"( and aJ!plled to the C"".eown for a lleense to ccmque:e Flc:rida. 
Blt.; it could not be gx>all'i;ed ao this :pr.:J.v.Uege ho.d e.ll-eady b~ 
bestmred upon !lel"'l"l"'"do de Sd<iO. Vaea <ms offered the :pos.:J.tioo.s of 
goWl"llCX' and captain ge:oeral of Pm.·ao'"ll!:W t.irl.ch he accepted. 

The Northe.."'l:l 1.\ys'cePy ho.d been :pierced sevel•al t1m<>c by ,.rcy of Flc:rida. 
Not; cmz of the end.eavo.ws had ended a1J.sp:l.eio1lllzy; no treaS'Ul"es ho.d 
been <l'ithdl'a1m n·om the land. l31.l:t Flafoida eootinued to exercise a 
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%rt'lJ30G fMcinat ion on· the 3-g&llicrds. All Spain had b..~n aued and 
tl:l.?illo d by the trcalth of Nexico and Peru. If there \rere t·<Jo such 
places, £.Jure1y there "o.s a tlJ.ird, and cr:l"l;b.cru.t a doubt it ley to 
the no:i:'i;h. 

T'na fitories Ca.beza <J.e Vaca brought back with him can.f:l.rned uhat the 
Sp"cn.iDrds fcl·~ all alo:ne, ancl De Soto had no J:IPOblmll recruiting an 
W;'filli'. Ui·!;lJ. his fleet Do Sat;o '~"'nod to Cuba. From. there in J.\:a;v 
1539, he crossed ovc1• to Florida, :W.nding at Taapa l.lay. De Sal;o 
uas t~b.G firut of thin nmJ grou:p, 1f.o.ich had been given il:JI.p(?Gus by 
the t2..les of Cgbeza de Vaca, to attempt to cliscovel· the sacrcts 
of the Nor'Ghe1·n ;rysi;cry, awl his ·uas to be tl:J.e last to return to 
Sp~·•rl sh civiliza'cio.u, m':i:'iving in Mexico in September 1543 • 

De Soto • r; t;anderings 'took hiLl end his men fi:e:si; norl;h :!.:a.to 'the 
presc:.:.<t EOl:'th Ca:.:olina, then into Tm:messce, southww:d to AJ.abama, 
and .... re&t'tJB..l"'cl in.to l·U.ssissi:ppi, Pxkan.sas, Oklzho1'lla.;~ and Taxas9 eoo­
tinlli:tlly lured 00\7D.:l'd by na'tive stories of gJ:>eat and ueal:'.;hy lti.ng­
d01lli3 just over 'Glle horizon. llo 1-1ealth 11as i'O'..md, for the Spaniaxful 
thougb;~ in 'terms of gold, silve?, ancl :pee!ds, and overlooked 'Ghe 
1·ca.l waJ:i;h of 'Gill!t land--z·ich soU, sleek furbearing NJ:Imal s, 
heavily wooded forests, aud :rich deposits of coal and iran are. 

By 1542 De So'Go' s men had had enough of this J..nnd. l~o tres.r;ures 
had been found, and ·i;he Indi!l.ll8 h:a.d not been particularly hospitable. 
l1on and supplies 11ere dU'inclJ.ing, and DeSoto resolved to 1•otm'n to 
Cuba for t>e-ou:l;fitting to con'Gil:lue his e::-."}?loro.tians ws1mard. :Br!t 
oofoi>e he cou~d ce:ery thie ·~JJraugh, De Soto died, 'tllrce years and 
tllree de.ys after grandly i!epar~ing Cuba fcr Fladcla. He was buried 
in the Mississippi River to keep the Indians from lGaxnillg ·tna:G 
·~hell' feared advel'Bm"Y 1mo dead. 

'l"ne su;,.-->vivo:rs of the exped.i',;ian then a:t;·~ei!!Jfwd to march overlpnd 
to Jclaxico. Hhile ·(;hey uere in TO)(!ls, ~rinter approached, and ·i;oose 
men had no des:i.J:•e to oo cuught in this uni'.euitfu.l.. laud clJ.Ji."ing the 
sno<Js; so they retraced their steps to a village !l.Sc:!:' the coo.fluence 
of the .t.rkml.aas and Nississippi Rivers. Here tl:J.ey 1Y.U.lt ships 
11hich ue1•e flo:ri;ed off 'the cr-(;ocks by the floods of 154 3. In JcU.y 
tooy began ·i;heu· jov.rney dmm the ;,J.ississippi to the Gulf. Tl-YO 

mwths lrri;cr the ships az'l"ived ill Nea Spai:a~-a yem: at'i;er Corcmado 
l:Js.d returned a.'ld five mo:oi;b.s a±'i:or 'the end. of the Cn.brillo 
ezp~dJ:~ion .. 

As the fabled uealth of the Ho1·tucrn l;lyster-.r hao. eluded De So~o 
in ·!:;he east, so 11~1.1 it eluded -'chc l·TGS'~Ol~ ex::plorcs-s, 
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J![Qndoza had been slcn·r to mmre and capi:calize on ·bhe tales of richos 
to the nm'th >rhicll Cabeze. de Vaca brcmght ba.ck. He vas by nat!ll"e 
a conscrva:hivc !:1Im 1rllo moved ca:rei.'l!..lly and <l<>libe<•a:tely. He was 
no dou~Yb in'~l·igu.ed by the tales, lYlil: he 1m.ni;ec1. them confirmed by 
ano'Gher. ill 'che meamt.a.ile one of ?<eudoza' s ?i va.J.s, Huno de G1l.Z!Ua!'l, 
·u'8.s eliwi:n<ri;eo. vhen i::n 1538 he was sent hack to Spo.i::n iu chains 
'GO anmrer f:ol:' his bl-u!:al z'Ule of Huev-a Galicia, especill.lly f:o1• hie 
8lc.v:tns activities. 

?.t:cy Nmrcos de Niza •t;•tts tlSked by Mendoza to leo.d a smsJ..l ox:peditio-e. 
no1"tl:11?t<X"d· i1ith bho ;rent auobher fris:r, a n"<llliber of fudians, and 
S'<>ophcn, a Heg;l:'o w.ao h&d 1!11ll"vivetl 'r,he 1:arvooz disasi:.a1• and h&d been 
on tho lone; t1•ek with Vaea to ;,le:rico. The micsion of the ptl.l:"'.:y lras 
gene?al explore'.;ion, not;ing the people and the ns:tm·eJ. :teatt!l'es of 
the land. Iu particular, they 'll'Sl'e ·!;o inquil•e ilrto those tll.ings 
Vtcca had l'e:portea.. Depru:-i:ing in He..t>clJ. 1539, they ·~raveled nm"th-
1tard, hem•ing oi"',on tales of \·rea:l:th flli•l;hel? a.a.. Thus had all 
:previOUS C11);llO:i'e:<'S been lured deopOl" into the llori;hel•n lf\ysteey. 
Ell;ephcn, the Nee;t•o, we.s in the \"8.11 sowling baclt ·1;he ne>·is he heard 
>ftlich 'lms i::nvariably good. Early i::n the journey they hev..rd of: 
se·ven Cities, the firs"' ot 11hich uas llal::led Cibola. llm"':!."Y"lng onwe..t>d 
'F?."ay f·1cl.rcos soon lea.....'""'!led of .fc;he dea:'G.h of the Negro at Cibola.~ Fra;y 
r'i~.rcos cautiously ad:vaneed on the eity to viev it f"eam e. nearby 
prom.ooi;ory a.uo. uas :!.m.preseed. :L'lro illd:l.D.\1 com:.PaniO'a.s ·t;old him thiG 
city 1l'as the lesse1• of the Sev-en and, ·~1J.2.:t the a&her 1ffi?G larger 
and richer o Al."'tex· e:r."€H!Gcing a c:eoss tl.lld cla4m"ing the la..n.d in 
l;Ien.cloza' s nai'Ie~ he scur!'ied bs..ek to Spanish c;ivilizu:'Gion to tell 
of the -;:.ronde~~ he had seen an.d. Jt;he taJ.es of ·tree.lth he had he::J.rdp 
Md9 rtoat irrportant 0 the discovery of ·Ghe SGvan Cities of il.U.ich 
·Glle S:p~ln·Lo:~~~"'ds had heel'"cl for nea.:t·l;y ten :yc2..rs .. 

Hc-::'1' Bp.s<.in 'H·as electi."ified... The fl"~" 's o-\J.a vivid. :hno..gination 
·i;cndcc.l ·Go e:mtl.-3f5C.H"'ate 't·r'.uat b.G had c"cGualJ..y viewed) and as the st~ies 
c.i1"ct11e.:ted ·i;hey \re:re e.u.bellishcd.. T!ue friaz"'' s :re:pOTt overc£rmc 
;.:cmd.oza' s uatm·&J. caui;ion, am tb.e mo'i:lilizal;:!.cra oi an e:ey 1lllil.cr 
Fr:n.ncioco 'lazquez de Gm.<>crM.ilo o;::ras pusherl.. Raising the force 1-ras 
not; difficult;.. As lJ.Gn :L11 Spain i~loeked to the b{'m-cH:::r of 00 Sot.o, 
'(;he population i::n Hem SJ?ain Cd& tl:i.e same ·!;o Co:ronado' s, for visioas 
of advo:ai;ure ano. vroalth <'18.ncecl in 'cheil.• heads • 

?-1~a.u~rhile Cw~es \·J'!:l,!J J!k"oGostfug '(;his ac-t~ivity to the n.m~Glr.·rard fm"" 
he cansid.Gred i"'c his pre::f•O[£.ativ·a si.nce he had a cont:r·sct ., .. ~·(;b. 
Che.:Llets V to this cf:Eoc·G ~ F::t>-oo the "G:f.r:le of" his e.1H.JJ.~~i'i"fe a:f:·Ce:w.JJt 
·i;o colonize La Paz, Cm.,tcs h&d r:JB.de n.o to;ngiblc effol"t to explOZ'E< 
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nOT!;h~d o~her th= ·t;o have several ships co.ru>tl:"l.W!;ed on the ~rest 
coarsf.; of new Spain. This tatltuoe to seuil. ou.t cx:pecl.itio.ns, Cortes 
;~epOT!;ed in 1538, uas a:ue ·(;o a sb.Ol."f.;ege of pilots mueh b.e liaS 

p'!aml1ng to resolve by srmding to Spa:i.u for same. 

01:nrloi.!!3zy CCl:"'Ges remedied the shCJ:'ta&'\'1, because the nex/: :;~BP he 
sent ou:t Francisco de Ulloa "~>'j:<;h three ships mucll., as far as 
California is coo.cerned, ·tms Cortes's most in;porl:au:t. UJ.J.oo. 
j$1.1l>'.ae)l-ec1 up t.he Gulf of Ca.ll:?=ia, J.osin<; a ship alcr.ag the 'ro::!• 
and roached ·t;he head of the Gulf. Here he saw t.he Co.loJcado River, 
but nade no ef'tm·t to c:lf'oss tlw shoa.J.s. He then passed drnm the 
east coast of Baja California., :o:ounded ·the 'Gip, and sailed u:p t.he 
\Jest: coozt to aboL>t ·t~he Ce<lros Islands. The m.ost :l.rupcretow;t resu.J:~ 
of ·~his expecJ.i·~ion 'ros ·t;he establishing of Baja Cal.:tf'<:o:>:llia as a 
peninsula, a fast soon lost sight of' by :map :m.a.lrers. 

T'ilis expedition 1ms Cortes's last, 8.1J.d it did not slor.1 up 1-lel:liioza's 
plans Zo:t" pene'.;ratiaa of the n<X<"!;h. Cortes sailed to Spain in 1540 
to push his ela.i1us at co'W"'l:; he diCI. no'c re-c1.ll"'.a to the J.and he bad 
conquered. 'l.'llus Mendoza's secoo.d 1•ival in lle;r Spain J.eft the field 
ct corrte st . 

Cortes's dep.srture, if at ll.ll, left CJi1J:y a ·<:empm'm'Y vo:l.cl. in 
e:h."]?lora:',;iaa nm-th;rard by ;rey of 'the sea. One of his f'o:t"lller 
lieu:t;e:us.:nts 1c;as soon to ap:psm· <Ytl the scene a.ncJ. in coopera;l.;ion With 
the Viceroy uas ·to take u.p the sleek w!J.icll. bad been lefl; by Cartes. 

Cm--tcs bad been mol;iva:l;ed by l"Ulllm-s of an isll1ud to the nc:lf'th, 
inhab:i:ted onJ.y by <TOJr"n, whicll. 1;-as ricll. ill :pearJ.s a.ncJ. gold. This 
opinion c'!:.S the f'orex·m:mer of a'-.Jlers ,,fuiclJ. moved the Spauim•ds to 
seek lmmrledge al' the mysterious Nc:lf'th. Cortes tras al!Jo motive!v<!d 
by the universal belief in the Straits of A:!J.ian. <rhieh ran f"...-oo 
ocean to ocea:a. and vas o. short cut to the Ol."ie:ut • 

l•Iendoza, too, believed in the mythic~~ s'Graite, blt.; bef'Ol'e :r..e ;ras 
to ·i:; D.ke m:ry ac:t iQ..l'l in loce.t ing them, he tms to seek the fabled 
r:l.ehes to the north ~rhieh Cabeza do Vaca had spoken of and ti'.uich 
F~"'im~ Ma..t"cos .hacl eollfix··.ro.e d .. 

The Vic=oy oouJ.d liked ·~ o ha.ve :psrsol2flJ.J.;v· led ·&he ol.");:<Sdit:l.cm bl!'G 
m'tters in Uex:ico needed his !l:Gte:ution. To go in his stead he 
c!J.ooe l!~.eancisco Vasquez de COi!'ona.do, a gentleY:JaU ;i'M had risen 
ra:picJ..ly since his aJ:-rival in the Ue11 Horld '\lith. r!lendoza. Coron__e.do 
had mm·x·ied il::d:o 1reaJ:hh and had ex.ecu'Ged tJell seve:J:"'...l assigruuetrl.;s 
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given him by the Vice:.·oy. !Ie had jus'G been appoi'!l:ted gove=or 
of JSfuevc. Galicia~ 

The pU::cc of asscribly f):d.d em.bm"'k2:!:;ion fc;.e the EfA."'JH2:d.l:'Gion uu.s 
Co:ar.Jostela in Coronado is o;;-r.a provine:a ~ It -;;ra.s a. gt'&nd Dr""llff, \Jell 
equipJX;d. nnrl full of c::o:Chusio.sm. fo:r tho adventure 'Mch lay aheacL 
T'D.G e.!QJGUiticro Cl.el1B.l''ti0d. in l?cbrue:cy 151:-0, and m.e..rc-lled. n,.m1;hua:t"'d e 

_tt; CO?e.2a£lec;i Cabe:~o. de Vnca's Valley o:.? the He:at"tn~ a gm-rison. 
>:ran lci''t~ tmd.e:e ?-::Clchio::e Diaz, :pJ?C of 'trhic.b. vas inct:t.:ouctetl to 
ex:r..lor~c trcst"tw_:r·d anU. c.tte.n.t:.D"G to co:a.tac'c the s-upply shii'JS 1..1ncler the 
comu~tl of IIor.!lf.l..nclo a.e blo..rco:n. .. 

ll' onG ~.:o:r~c 'b o think of i.'lendozo. liielcli.n[5 0- triclerrG t; o probe the 
Hm:thex~ ?.Jystery, Eol-ilO.ndo de i\.larcon would be ca£lSi1erecl the middle 
prong, f1 cmlrocl by Co:r:ono.O.o D.ll!l Cabrillo ~ PJ.a:~ccon' b Llr'Ga of: the 
Nm"tha:o..<>n 1/!YD..!e.:.cl"Y ·to pen':!t:eatc 1:1as the Gu.J.£ of C&.li±'OF.o.ia ~ liis 
princi1)al mission uo.s ·i.:io cn.:e:ey supj!lios to Gora.'),;ld.O r s nrrrxy, but; he 
\to.,s also to l:?epo~~ on the secret o:E the gulf., 11 

!J,.GJ."eon 3t"Liled U}) tho Gulf of cc~1ifat!1ia in two vessels, tt-eqtli..:?iug 
a tlli1"cl &long ·the trey fl end stop:pi:>lg oecssionclly in f:.U eff'o-.~."'t: to 
locate CO"l"'Onac1o' s err..:ry.. Eaving :?uiled to mB.ke the dcuired contacrG 1 

he corr'cinuc<J. o-n 'co '.;he head. of "\:;he &ru.lf. Ulloa ';;he prcvio-o.s )}Ba:t: 

had l"Oached. this point.. J\larc.on lmet·J he lw.rl)l and this infQ."'Cm.a.tion 
DflY have been an inrpa:t""'tnnt fa(..>tO".e in hi~ c"lccision to c:t•oss the 
c\mgerous shoals at the head of the gull<> Alarcoo \zoxc'ce(1 to be a 
Uiscovcl~G:r:. Follotrlng 2. tm"tuoUD tr-atery pa:bh, t<t,Jiating this .._ro:y 
e..n0. thttl:; P s..ud o:t OUD point ru:a.ning 8!51-"0tm.C,, AJ.arcOJJ. slcru·~ .. made 
his ·ucy acJ."'Oss 'Gllc shoals ana. anchored hi::i cMys at the mo1lth of 
·CD.e ColOJ:>&.clo J.ive:r~. Fron1 tll:Ls poi.rr"G he took small boats and 'iJ:L'i;h 
the aiel of Indians pulling O't!. 'bhe Da:n..?::, slmrly asec:o;lecl the J:>i,.rer, 
0\re:n·Gu.?.lly ~-cav·h.;; ne a }!Oin:t 1.x-rt'\Jcon the prescut eity of Yuma and 
~tb..e cou:'ClJJ.enee oi' ·!;he Gila and Colm~au.o Tii·,.re:rs ~ Here he lei~ a 
cross ond. l~~tcrs i.~cll:i..:o.g of his cf:i?~Gs to loeete COl"Onad.oo 
GGVGr~u ru.on:ths le:ter :Melchior Diaz d.isco\re:t"ed the m:~o0S .. 

Dic.z llad ·t:ro:vcled f".t:Oiil ·i;b.e VD.J...ley of the 1Iearts1 CJ::lpe?e:atly mrer 
the Cll.8ino del Diablo as Bolton inclicates, to a plaea o-.u tho Coloraao 
Rivel" north of the Gill:., on·ivinc there in Deccr:iber 1511.0 o He 
j cr~-ncyed Uor-.rnstl7'0D-11 to 1\lm,con as cross s. thGn re-i;~"D.eecl b.is ste:Ps 
ax.ul cronsod. the river~ at a. place about X'~ve days v lUG.l.~ch abmr& Yll.llk'1.1 

}!¥'obC:bJ:y· noa,:e the presont "'c;oun of J31ythe, Tb.US \Jas Diaz "~he first 
x·ecm-tlcd L .... vxopeB.J.l ,.GO set foot in the yJ?esenG :;rGatG of Galif"~!d.a. 
fLls.J:eon b.e.C.t seen the &-tabe v.nd.. DrX3' M.ve gon;:; as:b.ore on i·i:; s br'~H ks D 
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He 'll<?nt Mho:i:-a a numbel' of times, hut there is oo illdi<w:tiau ell 
which side of' "uhe i"'iver.. It is 1m.O".m_, havrevarj) the;~ his cross '\J"as 
pl<~ood oo tl:ill ca.s-1; side of 'l;l:le Colorado Rive1•. 

lSBaYn·rhile Coronaclo "i.rae s:hill seel.Q.ng the ·n'C.alth or tllo nol."ifh., He 
Zfl.d his 8Y:rJY reached the tmrA Fray [.Jarcos llsd v:!.eved *om the hill­
top and fouud lWt the deheB of uhich the fl"iar had spruren. Dis­
appointed, and :l.neellileil at tlle :E:t'iel', Coronado ,.ras lured i:\u-tlwr 
nortlluDx'd by Ind:l.ans t:fu.o spolr.e of grea:G splendor a!!id uealth at 
Qu:tvire~ in the presenl:; st~ate or Kan..sas. Here; too., they fO!.l!id M 
riches, and with il.isappo:i.xl:tnl;.mt in .11-:fl\."il 1542, cm·o:ma<lo tm"lded 
sov.thuarcl touard l~e:deo. lUB expedition ues momentous, althou,gh 
Corooaclo would not have vi.:nrod it as such since he :!.'ailed to i':!.nd 
:dches. lie and his men were ·~he first EuropeaiD.S to t:;;>avel oveT a 
vast seetioo of the ~sell:'~ Uni·t;ed sta.t<>s. 1!Gi: Ollly uas tlle land 
e::plored t:tu.·ough uhich ths :main 'bocy passed, but also several side 
e;q;e<litiollS, such as the one un.del" Ga:i."denas which discoVel•ed the 
Gra:ad Canyon, ravealed to the E1.1ropean 1·forld ths clll'l.?acter oi.' this 
sectioo of the IJorlhorn l·'(vstery. The records Of cm•onedo's expGdi~ 
tian a:t'e ·!;he first ~J?it;tcm aecO'll.trl; ue have of this vast land D.lld 
.its Indian :l.nhab:l.tan:ts, and these 1•eeords have bean ut:;ilized ax~ 
t<>nsively by historians, lll'ehaeologia:Gs, a.uf;JJropologists, 2J!ld 
e(;J:>..nologists in sceki!Jg to ander~;tand our past. 

About the time Cm·o:uaclo e=ived ill New Galicia fi>am. his search fm· 
the fabulou.s Seven Cities of Cioola, anoi:her eXpedition <ras lea~ 
I~avidacl., ;.~exico to peJJ.."trate the 'tros-hern side of ths North.el;on 
My<.,-l;ery. J:ls consisted of tuo vessels under the C!Oll1lllmld of: J'i1Ei:!l. 
Rodriguez Ca'bl•illo • 

J'u.aa Rodriguez Cabrillo sits upon ·~he :pages of history as 2J!l enigma. 
His lite can be traced. a-illy as fa:r baek as 1520 and :r-.coo there on 
i'\; is a:i; bes-t sl".e'Gcll;v. Even his l11llW l"aises a question, and his 
nationality ca:rmot be proved uith absolute cerlaili:i;y. That he uas 
Pm't'tlgl.Wse, houever, there is li·t>tle doubt. 

T'.oo name Cabrillo (the Spanish form), ar Cabrilho (the Par'Guguese), 
is 'llllimmm ill Portugal as a fe.hlily llilllJ.0 • 1t J:J.ru; been su~ges"ted 
ths.t possibly he came fl:>am. oue of the severaJ. tccms ira Portugal 
-oa;e<>d Cabril a:n.d tha:G he ~Wed this as a basis for Cabrillo uhicll 
he attached to his lW.!l1£l to disting.lieb. himself f:!.>om the n=ous 
ot;hel" Juoo Rodriguezes ill the Ilew Hm-ld. 'I"~ this is t:rue is 
bm'tle out to some exten:'G by the fact tha:G he signed a:G least one 
doo~nt s:lll!ply "J'USi!l Rodz." 
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Ca1lrillo f'irst appeat·s upon 'l;he pagos of hictO?y in 1520 \Jhon he 
cmae \d'Gh lla.J."'VIJ.OZ f'rOQl Cuba ·t.o ffi':t'est Cm>tes. Ill 1519 COJ:'i;es had 
been diSlJD.tched by t.he Govo:t~nO"r of Cuba to conq'l1cr Mexico.. i'Jith 
audc.ci"Cy, dEx:Lng, Bnd the skillful pley-1!\g of' one gl•O'.!p ae;a,ins-1; 
an.a'cb.e1', he 11'.:\s succcedil:Jg in his task. Bt!t in so doing he angered 
·J..:.b.-e govern& of CUba~ The governm .. then gave to Ptmfi1o cle l~arvaez 
an a"t"t;zy lf?X'gC:t"' thc'!.Xl COl"'Gcs 1 o, charging him to Biv-t>cst and retm-.a 
em-tee to CtiUa.. Ht::u""'..raoz jOtll"11C;yBd to ;.renco, landed at Veracru.zp 
mfl.r"cb.ed ou..t 7 met Cm··{:;es in ba~btle~ and 'tJa.c defeatedt A generou..s 
m.1ct judicious o.p:plicotion. of promises 0.!10. gold by Co..>'tes :permitted 
his v:L<:XO~'Y o-v-cx the n=rically supcl"iO? m-m:y. J1.:i:"'tm· the ba:'ctle, 
moe!; of !lm-vaez 's men, including Juan Rodriguez Ca.bt>i.llo, joined 
Cm'tcs 's ro:my., 

Cabl:"illo was not an im:portruJ.t individual at this t~; at best he 
trns I)ossi'bly a c:orparal of e::eossbomn.en. later~ accm~aing to the 
ma:!rU.st::t'i1Jt of Berllfl.l Dic.z del Carrtillo's histo:coy, he vsc>ieted in 
·bu.il<Hng the BlJ.il)S Cortes used in the conquest al:' J;Ie:r..ico. :BLrl; 
this is a motJ.entcry glicr,psc.:> o.nd the onJ..y one 11e: have o:e Ca~illo 
dra~ing ·(;his pc~"'"iOd ~ 

1-\:eter ·bhe defes:t 211d uu~bj'l.l.[':ation of ·the Aztecs;,(' Cm .. lsss sent one or 
W.ro cllie£" lieuteJJ.al.l."Gs, ?GtirO de .1\J..vm·ado, to Gtt.Jtemala to conq_uGl.'" 
ths:'G terri-Gory. Hith .'\.J.va.:rado ~rent JUO.!l. Ro<h'iguez Cab:i."illo. 

Tb.e conq_u.est of Guatm"2D.la i'ollmrecl a bloocl;v com'se, and Cabrillo 
sc:t~d vali~ly o f:.i~ er-m.l.rds he vas given several encamienda.s, m~ 
e:s·Gc:-!;es, as rc1?ax'd for 1'1is sex'Vices .. 

T'no perioJ. tha·t f'ollmmd. the conq_uest uas one al:' coc_.rJ;n:eative . 
'Grcmqtdlity for Cabrillo. He :r·etu:r"ned to Spain nhere he IDLu:Tied 
J3Ge:'Gl .. iz S.:::t.ilcheB cle O:et;ega1 ·tme sist&r of a f'ellcM conqu.ir.rl;ad.m~e .. 
llo settled claHn, had several childl'cn, and developed his business 
inte:r·ests i:n Gtutowal!.1, which included lllin:i.ng, sll.ippi.ug, a:11d foxning. 

:r:n ·~he IJJ.erur'ci.ne ¥ the :t7.esi;loss end ambitious Alvarn,do 1n1s atto1l!_Pi;ing 
to gather ftu>'Gher wcaltb. end glory. D>ll'ing the early 1530's 
Ji~vro~aclo hem~d. of the trtJ..c.eess and vcalth P.izm~ro vre.s gv.l"'.aering in 
the conquoct o:f: Pe:c>u a:o.<l. il.eci(Le<l that the shortest road to f'orlune 
an_d :Eaue lay in the di.:;tection of tlw:t c:ou.u·Gry·.. T".a.e :t .. esultc of 
ttl va:eado' s c:x·gcd.i·i; iou there vc1,e not auspicious, an.d he t·!lr>.:J.Co. 
his etlbitioos nartb.1t2.l"'do 

In 1539 J'J.vm~udo :eeeci11--cd f':eOl::t the Srx:--mish Cl'4oan a license to 
e1r>.,?:W:i·c the Sou:!;h Sea (Pacific: Ocean) vith the J!!.,inw pu.rposG of 
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loca:'~i:!lg '&l.l.e Spice Islands. To acco-mplish this ~ose, Alvarado 
had need oi? Cabrillo, vho l:l.ad. a rcy-utatiOll as a "J)el:'satJ. ve1-y skilled 
in r;;.e;tters of' the sea." Alvarailo aske<l Cabrillo to be his secona­
in-cQ!ll!lla!ld of' t.be nor'.;he:.."U expedition wl:'Gh the title of' l'l.l!JJirawe, 
= a<'l:roi:l"al. Cab:dllo assen!;Gd ani! '"as given the task of' raisi:!lg 
the :fleet necGDsm-y f'm• the m;peti.iticn. P;t Izt a }?fl. in GuateBtl.la 
Cab-dllo ga:t;hel.'ei! tos;ethez· 12 OJ:> l3 vessel.s. \Jhen the flee·i; "~>'aS 
colle eted Jl~ Val."llO.o aud Cabrillo qa;lled na:;;'!;l:l along tlle coast, 
Gve:ct;1.l.a.1Jzy' m"l"i vi:!lg at 1! a vi dad in Me. Xi eo • 

At Tiripitio Alvarado vrent into eonf'eren.ce u:l.th ViceJ:ey Mendoza. 
The license Alvarado he.d received from ·the Croon stated thet !Jsndoza 
vras to receive a O>.:te-tl:li:ed intGU-es:'' in the ex;pedi:t.icn. This m.'".em;.g;e­
rnent, of' course, did not espee:!.al::t;y please Jl~vflJI'ad.o, 'bu:i; there uas 
l:!:!;tle he crnlld do abmrl; it. lie did hope, hmrever, to reooivG some 
recompense :I:at: this sl:lllre. Al'l a result of the aonf'm-ence, Mendoza 
received a one-half' i.u"tru·est ill. the e<q;>edition, but in return, 
JUvarado x·eceived a half' iL."'tm"est in the elq'leditions N!eruloza 1ifaB 

se:n.d.L'Ylg ou:t. o 

Jl.;;."i:er the conf'ere.nce and 'bei'm-e he cou.J.d. deparl nor'Ght-i'll.:t'd; .IU:varado 
~ms called UJ.lCll. to help sup]?.'i."E!ss a native u;prising--the well lmmm 
1-lh,"t0n Wm.·. Alvro.•ado respo:nded ~r.ith al.aerity 1 wnt out, met the 
Indians in battle and vras disa.strousJ,y defeated. Dul."i:!lg the retreat 
he vas Cl:'1ll'lb.ed by his sem-e~' a horse vrhich to:p:pled. on l:li.m ill. a 
pe:aielcy- efi'ar!; to clinib a roc:ey incl.ine • 

\fith the death oi' Alvarado the fleet fell i:ato the ha.nds of !ilendoza. 
In Hovew.ber 1542 several of these ships were given to V1J1aJo'boo 
f'CF use in an expedition to 'Ghe Philippines. Bol.J..anos probably 
used seve1•al more for his exploring e::r.:pedition up the west coast 
of' Baja. Calii'ornia. Bo1)9nos 's eJc"].Jedition did not l'each as faz 
nm"Gh as the Ceilros Islands. 

In 1542 Mendoza gave two shipG---the San Salva<kl:r and the Victoria-­
to Cab:Ji'illo anrJ. Ol"dered l:li.m to e~lCFe to ·bll.e north. Cabr111o' s 
e:l\:aet inlli;rl:!C',.; ions are not lmol·i'll. XI; seems apparent ftom the 
evidence the.t one specific objective '\/'as to locate tlle mythieal 
Sl:;1•aits of Jlniml. Tlwse s'G1•aits, theoretically, G.l,.'i;end.ed. froo the 
east coast of the IJeu Uorld ·l;o the 1rest coazt; and 't?ere a. short cut 
'to Cathay and CipruJgo (C'.l.ins and Japan) o Spain wa.s anxiOU2 to 
find them first o 
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Ou J\mc 27, 1)1;.2 Ca1J<•:U.J.o ~mo. his tvo shiys dcpmtcd Havidsd and 
bee:t:. thoir -~·JaY lll) 'c.he coast of Mexico) s·i;ol)J?il1G fiY's-i; e:t Ca}!C: 
Cor.eierltcs. T'hcy corte int18C~ north;,.r.!:1~Cd.1 tll::!:D. cut. across -'co Baja 
California a.t. Ca:;e Pul~-10~ Rom1::ting the ti}) of jJ.a.ja CaJ.ifo:F.ais,1 

tb::.;y ss.ilcd t.t.P t:.te weot coast~ Cabrillo pausec1 o?'c0n a..l.onc t~lis 
coast -G.o c;e:tll;:;r' fooc11 'tratcr j end 1.rood; lool~ SJ.::·o~Jncl to sec what 
tl:.e la:<lc1 tms li!:~e; tall: to tlle Irl~lien.s j an~l to l~:!e several ple.cc.s. 
If.c reached the Ced.ras Islands, SI)B11t a feu 8ayr:~ there; and ti:!~n 
:;t·oceedeU Or!1Vfll'c:_. 0-w ;'\ucnst 21 i;i:.e ships ar".ci v0U at ~·rhat is no~-? 
tlle ~}B;y of Sai'l ~uerr'cil1 o IIc~c·2 CtabrilJ.o \·rent:. ashore and for the 
.fix~st time c.ltti~cJ la..Dd. 201~ BlXlin ~ !J.,Irls ac-'t; inclicatcs tlYa nor'cb.cl ..... n 
exi:;Gnt of' :f.ll"eViOllS S1,~"1.ial1 c::Q.loratio:.fls on the ~-res-'~ coast; 2Speci9~lly 

t~uxG of Ulloa ".ii1o ~d jo:.u.'ney.::r..l. alo:n.::.; tl:.is shore in 1)39 6 Cab:<'i1lo 
l:l..BLJ.Cd this place Po:.ct; Posscssi0n and spent a -.;Joe~~ there, 

J?r•oceed.inc nm"'cll':Ial"d slouly _, storring o±vGcn} t.lw ships au 
S0rrGc:.1bcr '2"{ ::;.as sec"'!. tl11:-ce is1&1.3.s "COOJ?lctely clel.1Uc1.act o:l: soil, n 

IJ!aese isla.i1CLs ru . ..,c just 1D m.:L10s o:ff' the tip of Point I.J2:·~ and are 
lo.lCJ<;·m \;oc1.ay as Ii::>s Co:r·o:tw..:::los !sl$~:1ds. Cal1rillo l:WLnO. ther:~. the 
Desert IsJ..ands.' The 00}0:. dB.y i r_rlr:.tt'sD.ay .:- lle sailc(l. irr'co T-The.t is UCJ\J 

the ~:ay of San Dicso and anchored jUo't ol.r'GsiCle ·Clle llZ~ .. rbor. On the 
fol.lOirln:_:; (Lay b.e sailed iiTco the harbor. Cabrillo :o.a.Tl8d this 110rt 
San ~·.:liGD.el s.Zter St. Hiclla.el \Jhose feast dEq is Sel'Jbouber 29 ~ The 
hm·''bor '·Fc'~s Q.eec:ci'becl. as be in[~ ·:closed a.nd VCl''Y gooQ11 since Ci.:!~brillo • s 
shi_ps ro(te out a storr:1 here and '\lid not feel it e .. t all~:: This 1m.s 
t~lle firs·G of many sterns t:ha CJC0~clition encotillccred on the tri]) o 

C~ibrillo ·calked to the Inzlians in this :po.-rt ana. cl.escribecl them as 
heine; ::COG.'F~ly a .. nCt letr[3e n a:ncl. Gain[; abou~• ;rcovc:r>eU \-lith sl-dns of 
anL.:Ja..ls ~ ~~ At f'll"st tlle Inclitt.i.1S 1teren 't too rric.ncUy~~-they vrouuded 
tlu.--ee or Cabrillo' s men \-rllen tl1cy 'ljre:at e.Ello:t:~e to r:tsll. He ca};r'ctrr:~2d 
sor:1e boys and c.;a~ tlleJ presents, ei'lt.1 thus he lurecl other Indians 
to h:Lm. 

Th~ Inc1ia.ns Cabrillo l:tet in this har~Dor ,.rere anc::=stors of those 
t.fhich ca:·;J.e to be calleQ Diec;t1eno; their nane 0.0:civir1G ?.".can the 
~J1ission Sail .Dieco de f,lcaJ.a~ Tje Die,sucnos 1rere of Yu:.::sn S"cock 
anJ tht;ir bou...'J.daJ.:"ies coincic1et1 l~01.10hly '\·tith those o:f San Diego 
Cou.nty. GeneJ:."a.lly, the n1en \Jerrt. abottt ne.l:ed. and. the i,1X'l'2n \?Ore 

onl.Y sr::.all a--prons, ao.e in :L.cont a:a.Cl. ons beh.inc1;; uacle of agave fibre 
or -c.rillor.J barl-::. During cold 'trcather tb.e .m.an 'tYor-.:~ abotrG ·i;heir 
sl1o1J.lde:cs robes ruad.e of rahbit sld.ns ~ DUJ.->Lv:tg 'Ha:l'ill \reat:O.er the 
Di:::osucnos sle:;t out -of -doors, ·but; for the wlrrter th~y built small 
cli}Ttica1 l.n.rts of poles whicb. "~.-rcre thatched w-ith -brush. 
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T'aes'; T.udi:>ns killed rabbits, voodl•ats, gO);lha&•s, gnd gaund squ.:!.li'rols 
'lea· feod. O'~ll.er ewim"J '"• such e£ deer, bears, and El@lllta.in llO>..lS 
~·re:r-e oecasionRll;y' t" ken feu: the :::a;oo pu;r:pose. fl. si;aple :l.n their 
diG'!; vas a lJl11.Sh made Uom aearns • T'Aose aJ.a:iJg the coas·i: also e;t;e 
:fish, molluslill1 anc.'t sca'\-reed .. 

T'.ae:lr :p:rincip~~ \:Jea:pons 't1a.7.'e bou·s and m~crllS and clubs.,. F~ ~ing 
they also had rlat, curved •t>hro"-nne sticks. Tl:l.e nain indt'i.Str"<J of 
tl.J.e 11omen ~ms the r•Pn•.!i'uei;u:re crt pa!;te?y and baskei:;ey. They e:;;eelled 
:l.n basl;;e·t;r-y and. exam.J:)les they left eom:pro?e favorably 1l'ith any 'f)ro­
dll.Ced by d.;he:r abo.l?:!.!!;:l.nal cu.J.:i;m•es ill N<:>:<'th iuilrilrie'l • 

'i."he Dieguenos had looallzed, patril:ireal clruls, l.llld "'"n•iage bed to 
be exog'&lllOUS. The hereditary clan chiefs presided Et ceremonies 
and acted as official hosts on im;p.Cil"'':;ax;.<i; oecasioos • 

The Indians ill San D'.tcgo ·!;old Cahr:Ulo, l:r.f signs, tll.at there were 
other men like him r~ a'bottt 1n the 1nteri01:. Tllis sto:cy 11s.s 
ncr.; neu ·~o Cab:t"illo, nor '(laB it the last time he heard it. T'AS 
Indian.s at SWJ. Quentin first lllffi2tioned ather S~ds vli.o '11:'1Te 
i,oJ ".ll.d. All aJ.oo.g the coast to jn&-t soul;ll of Point Conception the 
a'bor-lgincs told Cabr:tllo of the men like him \1ilo ll.ad bet.rds, crosso 
'bo;rs, lances, wo.'!."e al"lllor, and z>ode horses; even on one of the 
(.'hP...:onel rsJ.auds Ca'!:willo J:i.es.rd about ·i;hese men. No doubt the 
Indians tro?e :refel'".<'il::lg to AJ.al"cau m· Diaz, 1:lu.t it seeJl'JS a:ppare:o:!; 
Cabr:i.llo did no!; k!lw who iihese men were • Cahrillo and .ll..lvm·ado 
had met Jl.lareoo an. llis :;:>&(;m-.a t'rom the head of the g;uJ:t, 8.ll.d Cab:t"illo 
had de:p&~~ed ilavlil.ad ai'cer CorCI'll&.do vras 1rell on his ''iiW book 'to 
l•lexioo City. He mtlst'<> then hove thought ·!iJ:la% ~her c~clition had 
been sent out, because at = poiut he dispatell.ed lc-&ter.s by I•ldi<ua 
:f"U1ll"1C?s to these Spa.n:tara.s, and a:'G cnothe!• i;irne h.1! at least eon­
ter;wlsted sen<:ling; tuo o:t his cre1cnnen to join the neu of 11hom the 
Ind1m~•s spoke. 

J:,; is fa:i.rl;y' easy to identif'y ',;he J?].aees Cahr:tllo vlsited from 
HavidE,a. "Go his San Migu.el.. :Fr".on1 here north'waa."'d, h&.rever, C{lllS_iQ.er­
ablc difficulty is encoo.l'!(;cred, due to tl:1~ mew"''0:<' deswip'd.on of 
·the parts end the :i.mpe".f'fec't 16·l:;h ce:a'GilrJ navigo:!;i=l equipment. 
Sevex•aJ. ll:i.S'G01:ia:ns ll.ave worked on Ca'b:t'illo • s ~·c;W;e, bul; the tw~S 
who have ~m:l'ked mare diligt'...ntly end su.ccessfuJ.J:y are Eerberl E. 
Bolton ancl B:emoy R. U~1!r. In a number of places thsae t~ro fire 
ll.l'.stOJ.":la:nr: <lif:agl.'"ee O'A locaticro.. Ba!;h qu.allfy tlle:i.r loeaf~iooe 
'tJ:ltb. sueh ;rords as "probably" and "most likely." It ~roulil seem 
to this 'tv-:t•iter th.et l-la:P.;Jle:f' vas more accurate siucii: he 1rorked at 
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a later time tha'l Bolta.a w'.ae:a more evidence, su.ch as earJ;y maps, 
had "OOen uncove2-ed. Also, l:Ja()ller • s l'easons i'Ol!' s;peeii'ie identii'i­
ca:i;ions seem more plausible. Fm· these reasons the )_)].aces =d 
he;:>eaft>er t1here Cabrillo ctoppeil fo1.1o:r l·laa.):ler. This idem ifica­
tiae., hcnrever, is not to oo taken as dei.'illitive. TheJ.-e is sl:ill 
considerable doubt on sevm"al places, and maybe som~'>t:l.JD.e in ·the 
f<ltttre al;her evidence 'lrill tm'll up 1ftlieh ~rill :p0lf'l1dt the histO'l!'itm 
·t;e define ca:m•illo • s rcru:1;e exactly. 

J!.1."to1· siz days in the port of San !tlguel, Careillo de:pm:ted.. lie 
passed t\?O islands, the :vresem islands of Sruxi;a Ca:taJ.ina and San 
Clene-al;e, which he llBI:!sd San SalvadOl• and V:l~~oria in honor of 
his ships. He storrped a:'.; oue of ·<;he islands, but t1hich o:ao =o:t. 
be ascertained. lie then sailed mrer to the coa.s'~ a:ppa:rently ll:l; 
what is nov SM Pech•o. lie names tb.is place Bahia de Los J.i'urrif.)s 
(Bay o? Smokes) "on !'!Ccou:at of the many smokes ·l:lmy sav there." 
ThiiHJril .. , smokes" loi'ere :vrobal)ly Indian fires. 

TI;e Ee:>X dey" the tcro ships r;ailed Ollt of the bay and e<ontiuu.ed up 
the coas-t :f:Ol• six lea&"1.1iiW, whe:c>e they- ancb.Ol:'ea. overnight • On 
October 10 they ST!'ived at l4ugu Lagoon. lie.re, the =nary log 
says, '\re sa11 on ·i;;lle land a pueblo of Inditms close to the sea, 
'c'J.e 11ooses being laJ?ge like ·&hose of New Spain." A ;m.mi\:p...J:' of 
Indi""'" carne ol!i: in ef:'Wres ·l;o greet them, and Cabrillo nsmod the 
trnm I-'Jwblo de ~s Canoas. The ships ;re?;JE1ned he:.:e tmi.;:U tlle 
follau:lng Friila;r, 'che 13'th, end ·(;hen moved slovrly rru the coast; 
=til i'ive dayn ls:~er vhon "they <h"eer nem• to a headland which 
?m"lllil a cape like a galley, ancl ll!JXJed it Cape Galera" (Po:L'!G 
Co:ucejfGion). ;Uo:ag this coast they had stopped oft;en, and f!!; 
each :place they '~ere visited by local Indians Tlhc pl}im;ed out to 
them aud llilJIJ.ed the variO'!l.E touns . Bet~men 1-1ue,'1l 1agoon and Poim 
Co:ucepi;:lon Cabrillo noted =s ';;han ·wee dozen tcro.'lls, and he 
a.escribed the coa.s'c as 'being "~ thickly settled." 

The shl:.fls then made an e:ffo:r-'G ·~o rOJmd Cape Galcra, but ~e un~ble 
to do so because of aC!.verse nm-th\rest winds; so they- c:ame ab0U!: 
rod difJcove:red, the beet evtdenee indica:'Ges, the llOl."thenm:ost o:f' 
the Chll.ll.llel Islands, ·(;he ;;>:!'eseut island of Sal:l. lllguel, which 
Caorillo ll!llied La Posesio:u. On going eAmor·e on this isle.nd Cabl'ille 
slipped GJ:!d woke a li:nb. Eye u".i:l:nesses to the eveul; satd 1·;; 1-ras 
his leg; the =-::r log says 'Gb.a:G it •,ras his axm. All ag.l:'eed, 
b.OliB11'6:L'1 ·~hat the illjm"Y 1ms ern ·che right side of ·the body. 
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They s~ a week here and. on October 25 depm'"'.;ed. Jlgs.in they 
eneO'unte1•ed co-i!l;raey u:i.nds &ncl with CO!l.Side:t•able difficulty slooly 
beat '.;heir ·u·tzy ~rg the coast • :By november 1 they uere <XIll,v a fftl'l 
miles l1l.at"th of Ca:l)e Gale:t:e.. On that dtzy heavy winds freced them 
to tm"ll back and seek shelter onder the cape. 

On J:lovembe:~: 6 they once again sta?.:;ed no:rl;h. The winds <?el•e Hgb:!;, 
tm.d it 1resn 't ontil the lOth that they aet.u.aJ.ly rounded the Cs.].Je. 
Shm"t:t;r there&f".:;er the ·1rl.uds :i.m:p:!:>oved, and the t~ro ships sk:lJ'!llllfHl 
nm'tlwa:t•d ~l'ith a bone in their teeth. The night of the llth they 
encOUJJ:tered a gaJ.e which <ras so severe tha:'.; "they coul.d not ca:ny 
a palm. of sail, il.lld w~·e forced to scud mth a Slll.aJ.1 foresctl, with 
m:uch labor, the 1·l'hola nigh-t." "The storm 1·ms as oe'lrere as a:ny 
there cou.ld be in Spain," stzys the s~ log. The fJ.agship lost 
s:1.{,ill'.; o-J: the escort vessel, and ''they g~.•ea;tly fee:red she llligb:l; 'be 
los-(;." For tuo days ·the fl~ship prowled t'llong the coast aru~iously 
sea:<•cl:l.ing fa;; the Victoria. Meau1l'hlle, the San SaJ.vad.or passed 
San Fl!'a:ucisco Bay, 1rhicll. vas not seen, and reacll:e!d Cabrillo • s most 
na;."i;l1eJ;>:ty point, eithel· the vicinity of Fort Ross or Point Reyes. 
On the 15th the eseaz"!; vessel tras t'i.na1.1;)r sig!rted, ru•d ·l;!J.e man ou 
tlw flagship "lwarl:ily tb.enked God, f:CN they had. thcuglrl: her lost • " 
T'ne = of the V:l.ctm·ia were probably even lllOJ."C o-.-u:c joyed a'• ha>li:ng 
sm.-vh>ed the storm.. They hail s'i.!i'feL"ed mush, since their ship 1ras 
&TJBJ.le.r tmm the flagship and had no deckilJS. 

JLf'te:r :reun:I.tU:lg, the two ships co:o:timJ.ed doun the coast and o-a 
Nov·em'OOr 23 m-dved a:i; the island Cabrillo rod U2.!l!iol<i. Posesicm, 
where Cabrillo decided to spend the 'lriuter. 

• o-.a. this island on Jauuery 3, 1;;43, Juan Roclrigooz Cam•illo died as 
a 1•esult of the limb woken tlle previous Ocr!;ober. Q3J:lg!;"ene pl?Ob­
ably hail dsvelOJ,.'ed. CabJ.•:Ulo 1ras a man of du!;y, and befoo:-e he 
died he adn1onished his chief pilaf;, Ba:.'"l;ol= Fe:n•elo, to co-.atinue 
'.-he vcr-ynge and ''t;o d.iscove:e as mu.cll. as possible o:f aJ.l that coast." 
JUthough i·t; is not indicated i..'l the SUJ'!.Bat"Y log, Fer-Telo and his 
oon probably bw:ied Cabrillo on tlle island; and to ll.oom· their 
capta:l.n, Ferrelo ~-ed the ~ of it .to Isla de .I= Rodi'iguez. 

S:ixi;eou d.tzys .late1• Fenelo laf't; ·l;he island <rith ·!;he ·tuo ships and 
moved ·(;o the r1<1i:olr>nd t0 obtain food i'or the nm"cll"l'n voyage. On 
Fe~ 14 ·~hey anehored at "San Sebastian Island" (a:p1)8Zently 
San!; a Cruz) "ill. order to malo:e cail to run au:t to sea • • • • " On 
the 18th they depa:d.;ed on a l<mg tack to the south.Yest "because 
'they 11ere told • • • there weJ:>e some 0ther islands" in tl:Jet 
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directiaa.. The tt70 ships TepOX"i\edly traveled 100 leagues to 'Ghe 
sou'Gll.1fCst before coming abau:'c to the ll.ar'th. By the 25'~h they had 
attained their previous most :uc.ri;herl;y poi.l:i.-t aud w're pushing on~ 
tro:t•d in:'Go u.u.clln:M;ed 1·Yate~·t<l. Dm'ing this tJnole northern tldp 'the ~rlnde 
t7Gl'e vile . Most of the time the ships headed in a general :um'therO:l.y 
diree'Gion, but em c;ecasion the wi!l.ds forced them to call:<:: abou:t and 
?mJ. to the sooth. At ooe point the s'.;orm bee=e so severe tha:'c the 
men cooside!'ed "themselves lost jj.n!f] COlJ1'1!Cllded thell!Selves ·~o am' 
Senora de Guadalupe and r:.&de their vmrs . " They came au:t of this 
crisis iu one piece but a fe1·1 days later the sea rose so high 
"tha'i: it set them Lti/ trild1y cryi:ag ou:<; tha:'G if the L=d 1l.Zld His 
Blessed Mother did not miraculousl;y save thC!Il ·!;hey could :ad~ escape." 
Aga.in they BU!'Vived, but '~o find tllil:t all ·they had to eat was "sOllle 
d.run.agcd. biscuits .. " 

Bcfaeo the stm•llls f&cod tlmm to t'll:!'n back, the ships had reached 
the area of scruthern Oregon. In tilll:t 12:titudc, hcr<:re'\TC?, they did 
na!; sight land; the winda had forced them ·too fai' to soa\m;r.•d ru:J.il. 
had E>.lso reduced visibili·ty. They did see birds andil:•esh logs which 
had been brought dmm froo 'che in',;erior by some of the n<l!"chern 
~·:tYers, and this evidence indicmtcd to the:m ''hat l!md 1ms ndc fm• 
distam. 

A& they ran dotm. the coast they scrught a :por-~ to shelter thGm fl:'Olll 
the storms. Fin<l.i!JS ncme, Fcn·elo decided to .-e·c= to Juan 
Rodriguez Is::t.and. Here ·l;b.e heavy seas prohibited their enter~ the 
port &nd fOl•ced them to find a haven v~dcr a neighb~·ing island. 
As they had ncru:•ed their trl:!J:I;el."ing place, on the night of March 5, 
the Victorie once again disappeared. The cr<nr of the San Salvada!.> 
"suspected that the sea had daVO!l!'Cd her." 

ThG •S".t.:nds finally abated, and. on March 8 thc i'logehip headed south 
looJ.r..ing for '{;he Victoria. FcrraJ.o stopped c;ecasio!l!WJ,v e:i: previously 
visited ports to seek UC't?S of her, bu'G ·the Indians cC7llld tell him 
:noth:!.~. The San Salvador re-~urned to the port Cabrillo had !l.Oll1ed 
Sua ~tlguel ( Sru1 Diego) and uai·<:ed six i.!E.ys. But the \rait Has in 
Yain. On the 17th the f~ship c:nce llgain mmred scu:i:h1Jali"d. The 
Sa:a. Salvador :paused eve:;:>y so often to uai·i; a ci.D::J m· tuo fat' the 
esc:m't vessel, but it dicln 't appear. T'.a.e flagship reached the 
Cedros Islands and waited tuo days. Fin..~ the Vietm·ie hove into 
sight • There 1me wuill rej oici:ag among the me:a., ancl en Apl'il 2 ·i:he 
t"Jo t;!J.ips set. ill?.il for No:vida<l, ro:dving the>re JI.J;>l"il 14, 15lf3. 

The vayage had been lo;uz, tli.llJge~·ous V:N.d archl.G'<lS; cue the pari; icipa:a:t; s 
cau.ld. opealr of 1Yith :pl.'idG and boast of to thcir t::<'andcldldl:·en. T'.ae 
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sl:dps th0ae meu sailed :!.!!. "re?e maall; th0 la:t'gc o.!le probably did 
not exceed 100 feet fl:'Cllll stern to bO'.J'S)]r:i.t • 'F.oo ships had ~n 
eooE;tr-acted in the He;r World and '!reTe no!; as finiah.ed l:lm" as 'll'Cll 
buiJ.t as those fashioned in Spa.:l.n. Only one of them m:Ls even 
}.)llrliall,y decked. A:rcy"ooe who has been to sea Ca!l.UOO help but have 
em:pm:ey with these men as the BCa e?ose and the traves C!lllle era~ 
over the aide dousing eve:eyi;hi.ng, men, food, an<'l clcthi.ng. O"i!.e 
suffers ~it!:J. the:m in the:L!:' d:l.scam:t'~. 

~ese men sailed into watcrs uhero no E'l!l'opeau had been before; 
they did nat lo:lmr willl:t la;ir ahead. It =st be kelf~ in mind ·~hst 
these men wo:re a!:'~ h"l.l!llt.l.US with ord.il:!Ewy fe!ll:'s. 'rh.ey did not 
a.l\J:cyB stand cool in the t:;:ey as we tend to tb.ink of oxplore:i:'s aud 
a<1ve!!l;;ureTs, and they could become fli'ie;lzl;el!ed. One time while 
emeJ.•:I..ng the ~bOE' !1.".; Juan Roil:i.'ig-uez Island, whicll l:l.ad a ~01r 
channel, the ship (""'"" :near foundering, m.nd the men bec!lllle so 
frightened tl.w;l; they mJO"re to "Our L!1cl;r" that if they uet"e permitted 
to get thl:'ough e:a.fely that on tilllir :re-turn to Mexico they ;~ooJ.d a:J.1 
go to ch"lll"ch stm:'k wlted. ~ fact tl.w;l; bath ships retm-ned, with 
tl!a appm•eJl.',; loss of only two ll ves, indicates tl:JB!; t:ll.e men uere 
ahl.e to eo:nqum- SC!l!l!l fJf theh· fel'!!rs, e~ !l:'G least to brixlg the 
ships safely thl:'ougll. That the ships l."e"'Gu=ed :I.E a fine tribrrl::e 
to the skill of these peer less L:l!ll"il!ers "!l".o.o had sailed along the 
'\l'C!l'Gel<'n c~ dtlZ'ing the seasoo af the year when sto:E'lllS i!!Z'C most 
prevalG-nt • 

Xi; should be l'elllSlllberocl. tl.w;l; the na:1r!gatiow~ equ:!.J)lll0nt used can 
gell.C:i:'ousl,y be ·tCI"'lJJ.ed p-rimitive, e:nd due to it Cabrillo e:nd Fenelo 
were eonsiste!!l;;ly off i?J:'Cllll one totvo deg:i:'Ces in la;!;itude • 

No't:h:l.l:ls ~rae done about the ne;y laud tll!l:t Cabrillo had diset:M1llt'ed 
UliGil sC!l!l!l 60 years la:l;er, in 1602, ~1l:l.on Sebastian Vizcaino was se!!l;; 
ncw<;h -Go look fOE' possible settlemelll; sites e:nd to tey to find the 
mythical ~aits of Anie.:n. Before he left M.e;y.:teo Vizcaino was 
given :l.nstructions !J.OI: to cll.mJge ·i.;lJ.e I!!llll.EI8 of fJ:!'!:!I :Plaoos given by 
previous e:;."'];llm•ers. Since Cabrillo was co:n£~isteni;J.y off in latitude, 
Vizcaino used this il:1acewacy as an excuse and said he "lf8.B Ull.able 
to idemif'y the Vll:t"ious :pl.aecs Cabl'illo d:l.scO\fel'ed. lie proc:eedeii 
1>G give them his e<~"ll lilS:!lles. IJheu he reached the fine !J.ro:>"bor Cabrillo 
l:l.ad. named San Vdeu.el, Vizcaino na.m~d it San Diego. T.l.:lat ~ has 
rema:!.ned, as have riJM!!! al' Vizcaino's along the ue£11; coazt. Umfor• 
"1;tm!l:!;c1y, praeticall,y eveeyone IJf: Cabrillo's has faded. a1J<J;f. 
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The veil of' eystery shielding the land to the north had been 
penetrated and rolled baclr by De So'co in the cast, Cororuu:1o in the 
m:!.&lle, and Ca"l:lrillo L"l the vrest . Bu'G for a ntw1ber of' years the 
Spaniards made no real effort to take advsxrtage of the new land 
revealed to ·i:;hem, probably because it contained not the immediate 
-vrealth Mexico had produced. 

Yc -vms a neglected laud. O.a the uest coast no effort vms even made 
to extend kuowleo.ge of it until 15-./37. The only purpose the shore 
served 1ros e.s a mark for the l:Ts.n:ila Galleon to ·~urn sou:t;b:ward. It 
is doubi;;:'ul the:i; many of the galleons even t~a~-r the shoreline since 
the soutlnrard turn tms made severa..l.. htmiL'I"ed leagues before reaching 
the coast. 

The fi'Y'st attempt af'tel' Cabrillo -~o gain ftlrther lm01-rledge of the 
1rest coast uas made in 1587 when the Viceroy of Nevr Spain ordered 
Francisco Ga:ti to make a tb.orol.l{jl reconnaissance of the coast i'ram 
as high a latitude as possible. Gali, as cocP'""der of a r<7mrlla 
u;alleon, had repor'ced sailing alafl(l; the coast from 37° 30' soutl:!<.rard 
end gave a ·brief description of uhat he smr. The voyage of recon­
naissance uas to begin a.t l·~la since he 1'7a.S also instructed to 
locate several isle.nds, ttro of 1·rllicb. <·>ere lmter ds.y Cibolaa, Rico 
de <r.eo and Rico Pla:'ca. Ga.li, hmrever, died before beu;i:.'llling the 
joux'ney an<J. c<Y~d was tUI."'lled over -to Pedro de Uns:nuno. 

Unar:ruuo shortly bee;an the trip but soan met misfor'cune in l.'lacao and 
lost his 'G\·70 vessels. Purchasing a smaller ship 1 he left l--'lacao 
on JuJ.;y 12, 15G7. On October :lB the ship arrived at a port in 35}0 

which UJ::laL.'UllO naJ::Cd San Lucas, and uhich has terrca.tively been 
identified as l•lorro Bay. lie did considerable explor:i.n[; of the area 
ana. had a. fight '<rith -the natives. He reco;m::ended this port as a 
fine stop-over for ships in distress, since it had plenty of fish 
for food and trees for masts. Dep&.r'ci!l[; San Lucas on October 2l, 
he sailed sou:th;ra;;:'d bul:: did not see the shore because of "thic!l: 
weather," and nade no land.izle. Ile e.r--.cived a:'c Acapulco ov. November 22, 
15G7. His voyaee ua.s soon forgotten. In the instruc-'cions given to 
Se'bastian Rodri;:;uez cer-~eno less than 'cen years later, no mention 
uas made of Una'lemo or his voyaee . 

Luis de Velasco, a:ppoirrtea. Viceroy of new Spain L'l 1539, be=a.e 
concerned :l.nmJedia:'.;ely 1Jith the Philippine trade. Especially 118.5 
he ~70rJ:ied abou:l; the sketchy knovrle(lge of the coast of Al'ca 
Galifornia because there <·rere no lmmm ports 'lc7here ships of the 
·~rade could put irrco in case of sickness, shor'ca.;;e of supplies, or 

JuJ.y 1961 
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need of repairs. Upon reooi'lfillg royal :ptiU"llliss:l.on the Vie&l:'oy appointed 
Ce:t"mB!M>, a. POl'tugll.ese, to oodert.alre the exp@dii;ion. O:a .July 5, 1595, 
cerne:no le:t't I<lanila. and sailed east sig;b;l;ing the CBJ.ii'or:n:ta coast 
just 3110l't of' 42" latitude :in early Nmreru.ber. Pa.ssill€; doon the 
coaS'i.; he arrived at D!'alre's Bay on November 6. At this place, trhich 
Cel."'!lBllO named San Francisco, he and his men spei!I; a :1JlO:ltl.;h E!.."ld two 
d.cys, :nd,; because they wre e.!It?a.nood w'i.th the place, bu:t; because :i.t 
took them that long to ootf'it a la"l1.1Wh to repl.aee their vessel which 
had been shipm.•ecked. Remains of this "Wl'<!lck were to be "ll!l.(:OV"ered 
355 yews later by m•C!J.aeolog:l.sts dil5giD,$ in foril!Sli' I:ndian sites in 
D!'alre • s .Bsy. fu the law.c.b. they eO!!"cinued their l'eecnue.issance of 
tll.<a eooS"t. Montel•ey Bay, which Cel'"!lleno ll!lllllld San Fedl?o, t;as passed. 
T'.uey stopped a:i: a. ba;sr, prob!Wly ~ of San ll!lls Obispo, uhere the 
I:nd.i!mt1J knew the \Tord "Cl:lristian" and "l~co," an echo no d.oub1; Of' 
some :pl:"evious cmpedition along the ceas-t, bu'~ \ta.ich OllJa ~ be 
ascertained the least deg;ree. C<:mtil:m:ing donn the coos",; they stopped 
by the islands of Santa Rosa and Sa:uta c-.roz. Pram. these islands they 
j~yed &:rom the coast nctill€; its ch.eTacter, appruromly lllissill€; 
San Diego Bey e;'rl;irely, e.nd atap:ping nex~ rei; San 1-l!l:!.'til."l Iale.nd in 
Baja California. They ean'Ginued sailing dmm the eoo.st, notin.$ its 
eO'n.figu:ratiO!l. e.nd stopping oeee.sionally, a:11d ended the elCpeditioo 
in late Decem.be1• u.a arri v-a.l at 'Ghe pOO!'i: of Ch!aeel o, no:rth of Cape 
CO!:'X'ientes. 

The trip had been m.-duous. T.he expedition had beell s.W.p<v:reeked a.!ld 
had to eontiiDJ.e the journey in a small lrumch which obviuasly could 
e&""'"l"'"Y little food. On seve:rol. ooces:l.ons Cermeno ba.1:-l;ered With the 
I:ndia.ns foT food, obtaining such 1.ll1!Uleustam.ed items as acOl'".a mush, 
and "same aalres lll1l.de of a ?oct Hire the mreet pot;ato" 11hic.b. made 
all hands "veey sick." The fish the men WJ:>e able to catch sus­
tained. them several t:!:m.es. One large "dead fish l!"ith t~ro ~al 
WO'Imds" lasted the 70 voyagers fcrr e:l.gh;'G da;srs. 

The voyage lla.d been fi•augl:l.t w:l.th hal•dships bu'r; it ad.il.ed ~a:n~; 
de·tails to the ge=al f2'at11Mrark of lmowledge crf: the w.:;,stern eoas"r; 
g;1. ven o:t•:i.g:illal.J,y by Cabl!'illo • s voyae.e • 

Seven YQa?s l-ater ll!Ol'e o.etail "\Tas added to lmmrledgQ crf: the eoast 
when Sebastian Vizcaino woa.s dispatched north to explare it . One of 
the :p:;:o:l.me pll'f'lloses of this voyage lras to locate a good l:l.B.rbor t1il.ich 
could be used as a stop-over by ships of the Philipp~ trade. 
Evidently Cel"nl.eno • s r":po:!'t 11'"d.S no-& considered se:t.isfae-tory. 

Vizcaino ~ms a merehal:l>:; v.ao thou.g!tl; Of l:Um.self as a co~onizer and 
ezp].m>el'. Re had c= to l·l<llr..ieo abOlll; 1585 ood illlllWdin:~ely became 
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:l.lltercsted in ·i:he China ·!;rade. netuecn 1586 and 1589 he !llildEl at 
least ane trip to Ma!l:f.la beca'USlil he ~ras on the Sa.nt;a Ana when it 
~ms eapl;m-ed and bllX"Jled by the English pirate, Thomas Cavendish, 
off the coa!Jt Gf Baja Calllonrla in 1587. In the 1590's he made 
several attempi;s to explore the Gulf' at CaJ.UOl"!l::.a, and to establish 
a colo:cy on the :pellinsi:LJ.a, hoping to l:l.m"vest pearls. All ef'J?o:ri:s 
were un...""'l.Ccossful. Th.en in 1602 he received pel:'l!lissian to explore 
the ou:l;er coust oi' Cali1'0?D.:f.a. 

Tho pur:pose o:f Vizcsillo • s voyage tms net o:llly to search :for good 
po:M;s far ships of: the l?'il.ilippine t?ade, bl!t also to look :for the 
Si;l•aits af Anian, a m;yth ~rhicll continued to exru.•cisc influence on 
Spanish th"11lkh1e; f-J."Olll the time of CC!Fo;es. 

On Hay 5, 1602 Vizcaino and his 't:nree vessels departed Acapulco. 
Hith him as chief :p:!.lct tl'S.S F'...-ancisco de Bolanos who .had bean Oll 

the Cermeno expedition. A month and three da;ys a:?te:r leaving 
Acapulco the expedition arrived at San Lucas in Baja Callfonrla; 
it .had 'i:aken 'them five df.J;ye of slcn1 tacking against st1•ong 1restet-ly 
~1inci.s to c:;:oss i;he Gulf oi' Callf'o:t:'llia to Baja California. Btol:'ll\1 
1reather kepi; them oore lttltil July 5. Once again headwinds impeded 
their journey, and it took them 13 da;ys to taelt the little 01Ter 8B 
miles to Santa J,!aJ:":f.na Bey. Ti>..e;y· did not enter but sailed f\u-the:r 
nOL'th i;o Magdal9.!la Eey. T'.ae winds had separated the vessels but 
thay were reunited here. I.eaving this bey ca the 2'7i<h of July, 
thay continued thei:<' jOllnl.Oy slmrly nar'i;hward and on August 30 
a.:;:·:d.'l,.'cd at the Cedros Islands. Their trip .had been slmmd by ·<;he 
Winds and b,y the vo~~·s purpose of seeking suitable harbors. 
From here 'i;he vcyage continued slcn~ly nurl:;lnrard. The u:U.tds were 
leas eootl"&'y, but; the expedition stopped !ll.Cll'e o'f'ten to obi:.ain 
water and to look around. On November 9 they discovered "three 
farallOll.Cs • • • a little more tllan two leagues from the LJBin.land, 
and a very large bey." The islan.d.s ue:re Los CmoOll.ados and the bey 
that of San Diego. Passillg over the kelp "as i1' it were a a;ree:a 
nuaado>J, " the ships entered the harbor on Ilovem.'ber 10. Vizceino 
gave the pM its present = and said it "lll'llst be ·(;he best to be 
found in all i;he South Sea." Ten days ~rere s;pe.!:!l; in this port 
d1.l.l"ing ~rhicll time Vizcaino mot the Il1dians, held m.e.ss, had the 
vessels scOU?ed, and collected food, wood, ell.d ua:te:t>. 

From here they passed up ·!;he eoasi: and to the Cl:l.!l:m:l.el Islands. On 
sam;e. Catalina a :party ~rent ashore. The ~ils l('tet1;ed the I.ncliaus 
Oil this island aad ~rore :imp!'essod c'ith the wam.sn wam they Ml"'ll!ed 
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moc.U3:=·;·t;;? but th.oy co:o.si.Cicl."cCl the r:mn ·Ghicvos 'Hho trou..lcl tuke auyChi:nJ..3 
l.t:O.t;U2.l"C10Q ~ 

Dcpm""tin.z t-he island on. Decer.ibcr lJi Vizcaino d.ccicled --t;o speed ttlJ 
thD journey bccau:3c ·o·W.to:r"' \-t8.£ ra:piclly a,VJ.)1~oo"cb.ing o They s<:d.lec.l 
tbJ:ougb. Svxd;u. l1z::~.~bc..ra Chaxmclp C,2"C.;otc'"l occasio:uo..lly by fudio.ns in 
cc.nocs. As Cnht•illo haC., "~hey :a.otcc1 the great numbs:t> of Inc1ivfl<) 
slang tlle coozt oi:" the 1J.:a .. in1and e AFP:-ll"CUi;ly in the Vicinity Of 
PoirrG Cooccptiou the li'i;tle flee·::. uaG st:f"u.ck by a smJ.thcc..rf~er.• \·:•hlt:.h 
c.~id. not ab£d:;c tl.:!lt il the ships ':·rc1:-e in tb.G v:tei .. J-ity of ?.'lo~eray Day. 
They 2.1"1"iv-ed g(; ?,1onto.rey on the evoni:og of Il-3cew.Oc~-- 16. l'..ll ·1rere 
err~b.'ru.llcd by the bey o..ud ·the s'U.l"J:'O"tllld.ing lznQ, fee~~ -'Ghr:.t i'G 
1-tou.lU. be a good ·~nry sta:t~ion f'or the ;:,1oniJ.s. Galleon, since the 
S'Ul""".i'Otmd.ing lancl pouscsccd. a:bv.ndt:DJ.t g8.W.e far :fooU, a fc:e'c:Lle soil; 
goo:l trees; XD.O.. IJ~~ccablc Iwlians., 

;-.'iuch c:icl::wcs he.,C. :plc..~ccl "~,;he gcoJncn, 2nd. food unci r1eltice~ ~;u..p:plicc 

\10l""C cx~itically short. nec:aut.:>c: or this tro...~J.l1P.Y situ.a.t:to-rt "'lizcait1o 
decid.cd. to send one of' the ~hips ha~k ui·Gb. J~b.e sic:c rm.li ropa:.<"ts of 
the voyaz,c to clc.:tc.. Vi~c:aino l'ev0o.led. his sCCJ."'ot crGkrn to e:x:9lor0 
the Gv..lf' of CtJ.ifm~uia o.a the :r~cttu~n voy&.gc; so; the roturning 
vesccl 1-ms also in:.::rl;:t:i.lctoa i.;o sc-cmae supplies 1.u Ace..pruco 'l02" ·i;b.i.s 
:ph:;,zc of the GJP,)erlition., Ctn Decel'l.bcx~ 29 the ship \i'D.B cliSlJa:~ciled 
soutll1:cm~cl., 

S.cvm:. .. D.J. rlo:ys lt1.tcr 1 on the ~:dxCieth Q.:.lllliJrC:t"sw.:·y of' ·(;he death of 
Cabrillo, the 'C<t-ro rellli2ini.ng ve,~sels lei·'t, the bay to con·Gin"l-..'lB the 
jou:cu..~y um'""'chTP2J:·d" Tb.ey pe,ssctl D-raltc: t s Bay and uoteQ it a,s the 
ci·Ge ·ulJ.cre Ccrmeno had los·(; his ship~ Vizcaino had. no in:'cention 
of enhering Jcllc bey, 1'.rL;t ,-2.11 ezcceU.ingly G"l:irong nox'tllwefrt llind11 

:E'orccC. him ·c.o seek sheJ:Ger in the bey ~-7heJ.'"e -they re:::.:aineU u.r.rliil 
tb.G n.e~c'c m.ol"P-ing lrheu n.u offshore 1rlnd pe:t.,.Llittc-{i the shi:p to ski:::"'tl 
";;he; coaS'ti.. 7!his stm--m o.lso scpex~ececl the ·G.vlC ve:sselD n.nd. tbe flag"" 
rsb.i:p Cl..iO. no-t; see the s;1£Lllex~ s·h-tp unl:dl both had :eot'U..r'".uecl to I·lezico. 

Ths f.le-zsb.i.'P sn.ilccl t.o Capo I.lenclocino i-7b.e:re .stox·;:::w 1>"0o:i;:Ucr in."f'lucnccd 
·(.lle Cl..cciGio-.a. to tm~n bacl;., }J,n even more illtp:i."essl·vc l"'Gason for 
heaCl.ing sou:Gb:m~:r-J. 'D'D.B the siclcoess anong the m.en and the cb.m""'isage 
of food~ Scu.:rvy had. U.ec.iLC.£tvcd tl:!z: cre\1 for the ;~r201.tGhs of all ~:-ro:c~e 
scr.ee, a:ncl the .:'b." gum,s -:.-rer-e mrollen larger than ·i;J1..3il" tec:th, so t.lw.:G 
\#hey could }w:.rdly drink Ye.ter ., n iiiOl<>eover t ·t;:Ucro ~·JBS no food. 
"to give them except :t~ot·Gen jcn~ked bce:£'2 g1~1;1 bincll.it:3;- and bec.JlB 
a.nd n!-r! e.l>:-1;eas spoilcO. by 1rocv-llr.; ~ n The urgency of• :rt:::tux .. n·h1g tras 
so ~eat; ·~ha:'c the flrrgshil) 6.i<l naG even pause ·to -.:Yai·G fat' the otllsr 
ship 'to a:ppec.:c.. A sto~o at ·Ghe Cedros Iulc.nd.s ·Go ob·~ain vrater }.Jl"'OVCcl 
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the men so .,,real-: that cw.ly 1 ~ qual""'cs i'i'Cre taken :::Cbo~~:r(L P.r:occcdi.:og 
soutll\tard, t.ll.c round.Gd Baja California 211d ll.ea\led fo::t"' the nccu-est 
porG \Yhich ;tus Na.zatlcmd 1.f.a.ere s a .. :!':'ter m:uch clifficulty, they secured 
food tmrl f'l'•ui:l.ilike e.gaves ~Jhich cul~ed .. their sore t·loahh$ in less 
"(3b...."\ll a \·reek~ 

:.fc<CX!I7hilo, the =ll ship had boon forced fur-they· no-tth,·rm·d by the 
si;orm. o.nd. :r:·cacilied Cal)C Blenc.o, more than a dcg:t"eC above the nc:l."thern"" 
nost point of the flc~nhiJ?.. 1'hey CD'"·1P about aucl hc:.1dec.l. hooo sCOJ.Yf.Jine; 
Ld:; cevG:cal l)i.::'c:viously visited pox,.•cs inclu.tling t:het of Ban Diego"' 

In zom.c res}Jcc-{;s this cxpccU:Gion o;;-ras mm~e m~duous t~llan Ca'brillo t s & 

T'.uc ex-pedition t!"ds better ot'tt:?ittcO. a.:rul the shi:QG ;:rcre :probablY 
better const1~ci;ed.. Also thesE~ :men trere sailing rclong o., coast about 
vhich something V"c.!.s l'..uo1-m, 'beca11Ze ·there had been r;.t lea.S'C fou:r 
:prev:Lous reports of' the coast r!.:·om ub.ic.h. Vizcaino could o1:ri:6ain 
l>:n.01·71Gdgc.. He had some idea oJ? lrb.at lay ahead<> DuX; J.ik<:: Gabl..,illo 1 s 1 

Vizcaino's cxped.i~~ ion cverd;ua!ly .s'Uff'e:.eed i":rom t~ shortt!gO of food.!' 
and. the creu 1w.s ei'fl:td;ccl dread.i'ully 1rith scurvy, Hhru.-cas e:ppur­
cntl.y a.a.ly t1-ro men dic~J. on t.hc Cc..b:rillo c:x:pellition, a g-:teat U1.1Clbe:t" 
U..iecl on Vizcaino 0 s. The J:Jj}n1 1 shi:oJ :e01<> e:;;:auple1 retm~ed 't·rith 
O'.aly siz m.cn, the ret:;.ainder having died of sicl:..neDD Dcncl the cold 
ttea:i:;hel~ ~ 

In one rcsyec--1:; only vo..s Vizc2.ino l s voyage mm·c sibllific.e..rr<; .. chm1 
CO:b:ri.llo • s ~ J:' is i;lJ.e first Uetn.ilec1 aecoll!rG ve havG of the 1-Tes-'Ger-a 
coar.:t; of ·Ghe l?ID.tcd. Gtatc.g nnCL its aborigint£J. i:a.lla13i.tontc o P...lso, 
it hc.s lel:'t a c;:eoc:rGe.l' i;:1print in the :::r·nnf.J lc of Gar ly B;p-auish explm"'a­
tiorw, fat> the n.2m.es Viz;_c.aino uavc: to \tt.:J.Xious plo.ccn ~~i_u.ickly supplarrCed 
C:.lhl"illo is on t.he: 2ll8.IJG o:t' the lS:c1-1 1·7orld, ::.md rwY1y hs'.Ye remined to 
-the }!resent; d.ay., 

Upon lliG :t>etv~~n t.o H::;.zcico Vizcsi.no u.gitc.tcd far• ·!;he oGte.blishrnDrd::; of 
a ~."'ny stHtion for the 2-,_:nn-> J..n GEJ.J.con D.t :.1on.te:k~ey und S::::.a. .DiGgo, 
btrc his cffor-'cs 1-:cr·o for m~t'(:;ht. .I·;_,~ilu:ee to be llocdi.:d. "Je.s clue in 
;)B.rt ·ho a ch2...t'J.G8 ill viceroy-a~ t-r:.;.ich occm~.cecl shortly UJ."tGr Vizc2.ino • s 
:t•otvxn. Tf...lC: Th-'YlJ vic<:;roy •.12.s opposed to the ic1oe., 2.rgtting ".:;ho.t by 
the ti.L10 ·Gb.c ~--!.an.i.la Galleon rcc.ehcJ. the vicinity of the Callfm':tl.ia 
coas·t;; i·G vas: on ·Ghc lc..c·G leG or ·i·t; s j ourncy o..n.<l ju.s-t. u. DhOl.,._~C tiue 
iJ.:"Om T!'G\-7 Syufn., i.tlso, abou.t thir: tit,le the i'ableC'~ Hico 0£: CJ.eo e:ncl 
Rico C.e Pktn. Islz.nL~s loo::::J.ed la:.r:·c;e in Spanish tllOU[)!G ~ Thoac isla:nD.s, 
DU]):posedJ~ loce.:ted :ncar Ja~x:.n..i verB mo.r-e lOGi.Co.l loca ... c;irus i:crr- 'tray 
stn.tions, r .. wny eolJ;\.;end.cO.; since they ~rere abot'CG .mi{h:-ay on the cas't.­
'i-?a..t"'d x~CTate frcxJ. '!she :2b.ilippirtes to hG1-7 S:pe.i.n~ Vizcaino bJ1d. failed 
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to vln his point;, and he led an e:b.'J)ed:!.tion w'nieh sought the Gold 
aud Silver Islands" 

Fm .. 1.66 years af'·hel" the v-ey~f!li:J of Vizcaino the treutern eoafJt to 
the ncn:'·th of He'\r SJ?a.in s.crved. an1y as a .la:tlclu.a:rl~ fm .... the ea$b01-.md. 
;.J,~·lla galleons. In Ol."der to obtaill :proper ocoo.n eur.eonts anil. lrinds 
to ~7 the galleons east, it t:nts necesso~jl' far: -'~he vessels to 
nail nol-tb:trard fi'am the I'hili:ppines to the vtcinity of the fo:.etieth 
pt-u->c"l"lel; thence, ec...-tva:rd "l>o the vic·l;ni·t;y of the Califo=ia coast, 
aud. ·<;hen sG'!l(;l.l;;ru:-:l to ?leY,ico. The 1rhcle voyage took four »o six 
morrt;hs ancl t-ms gene1.'""&.lly :puu.c:hu!:ited trl.tb. sl;orxJ.s • Sctu.~ wcs cammonli 
and ·i;ll?..re 11-a.s genera:l.ly never enough food for the eom:plcrte journey. 
L1 ving conditicm.s abo~ d. ship at best; 1rere a:vpalling fol! passengers 
a.rui seamen aliJr.e • Before si@h'G:!.ng the coact; of Callfmma, scnas 
or si<;"llB of lau6.1 uould be seen; that is, scala, kel,p, and lm•ge 
bunches of ma:tted grass called balsas would appee:t· in the 1mter. 
Al."'ter such a long and 02duous journey there is lii:tle 'ironder tll.a:G 
the seuas trot11.d signal. a period of f?7'0<£t rejoicing. In a cerPnney, 
a.kil:!. t'Othat found in the U. s. liavy s.t the tim ·t;he equatm• is 
crossed, sea.rUG:u would s:i:~ in mock j~..mer:..rt o-.a. their su.pa:z"io.?s. 
T'.<l.e ca1Jtain o:f the galleon L1ight be broue;ht bei'o:t'e "the eOlll't on 
some outlandish cha:rge and be serr~enced to dea;t;h. Tile sent once 
1-rould be cam"catcd on pey'".OOZ!.t af monay, candy, a:r wine • 

SOIG.et:i.mas the order to tm-n scuthiltlJ:'d came at the sigl:rt;tng of ·the 
senas; at other tines thG signal did not eo:me until land 1ras a~ual.ly 
seen. m fiDY event the ool:y usei'u.l pu.l.•pose the land ucw; lm<Y.m as 
the ueS"Gel"ll coact; of the United S'i:atcs served the E'm'opean <rorld 
1·7aS as a lanr1m.P.J"" k • 

Th.e se-G-t1rullent of i;he- \·rest eonst, o:t" Alta Callfo?.!liap 1re.s ~ to 
come about with sim;ply jWJling :t'".eom Sinoloa & some othe•· p:l:'ovince 
ill Neu Spain to 'Ghis lv:aG.; it emnp about >lith e. gradual mmrement 
up the peninsula of Baja Callf'ornie .• 

Dut•ing the lattez• :peri; C1f ·I;he 16th ee:a(;ury and most of the 17th, 
Baja CalifOl""..rla uas lool<..ed upon p:dmn"l'ily as pe::>.:i."l hm:;ting gl:'OW!lds. 
Vizcaino w1s one awmg 1~ '.rho led ex;pedi·(;!ons to this peninsu.la 
to lla.l:'vest :pearls. ToiTs:rd ·(;he end of the 17th c€lut1ll";/ the Cooncil 
of ·(;he Indies began to tl:J.inl; in to= of colonizing the Californias 
it' fcr.e no o~llel' ;,.•eason than to ehr:!.crtianize tlJ.e Indiana. Prior ·bo 
this there had been several a:'Gtemp'.:;s by :priva:'Ge indivlduals e:i; 
coJ.onize:i;icrA, but each ei'foJ:"\; x'esv~ted in failuxe ana. point;ed up 
the fac-1; tlw.t pr>i VU"l;e moans T!e7t:e inadeqvr:t'Ge for such a ventv.re, 
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rmd '~bzl:; the greatm· financhl resources of the str.te ~rould be 
neeG.ed. if' eoloniza:-tioo. t·Ye:e-a ·Go 'be successful.. ~.oo fil"st govern­
men:'.- :i:'l...:aruJ.Ced effort uas in 1G83 ~r-lth Isicb?o Atondo y ll::1tillon 
as leader. Eut the a:~tem:p'G failed. a.?tel.' two ye2X'G und e:>::pend:i­
t.ure of' a vast sul!l of money. 

A Jesui:h. pl_...ic:::rt;JO Fz'Glli:~r Fl,~rtnc.isco :(fno.P llho had be~n \·rit;h .f:..tcr.o.do 
eras f':Llled 1lith enthWJia.sm fCJJ.• Jaja Calii'o:rnia and tllo !JlissiO!i.m"JT 
possibilities there .. lie infected his colleag;u.es in H::ll:ico -vritll 
his onthusiasm, :md thoy aventuall;y secured a license from the 
S:pa·o> sh officials to ailteDjfo;; colauization. The licell.Ge sti:;mJ.ated, 
hoiJever, that the Jesuits !J.,~d to f:!.nlmce the en6.eavor them.selves • 
As a result the Picn.as Fund of the C;:-1if'~as ;,ras established 
which became the Pl ... inc:i:pal fi.nsxlcial suppor'v far ·!.1he }iissiat.3.S of 
Baja Cullfoa.'llia and latru:' fm: the ones of JU'ta Cll.lifonl.ia. 

~,Then the eX].)~d.ition 1-ra.s finally unde:t"take:a i·i:; t-tas led by Fa:ther 
Juan 1-lal'ia S&.lvai;i<>J:><•a.; Father Kino •.re.s by 0011 i!r\Tolved in aeltivities 
in P:i..ueria Al·Ga c~ eould not go.. Fathex· Stt.lvatie:r:re ... ~oOk t;he 
little expedition to a place na·~~d Lorei;o and here established 
the fil"s-G mission.. lie \·:as not only t.he religious x"'lllCl .. of Baja 
California but ~ 1 so the civil gove:t."llll"', and under him and lrls 
su.ccesso.rs, :princi1:nllly F$:Ghcr Juan de Ugru:t;e, ·{:;he :mission m.oveue:a±; 
spread over the ))G:uirumla. P;y ·the thoe of their ex:puJ.sion in J:{GG, 
·the Jesuits hed established 23 !Jlissi= in Ilaje CoJ.ifo-.I."'lia, of >JlJ.:l.ch 
14 had proven suceess:i.'ul., :mll. had explored aml charted ·(;he :pa:o.i!!­
sula ·(;o tr.i-'~b.in 100 miles of' thz l:tt'esent J.lextco-iJnj:ted B-l;&tes border. 
It 1ro.s the Jc::a:d .. .;s; dui"ing their te:n:u.re in P...ajo. Ga.llfo-.enia, ·nho 
established to eVGlo.yone 's se..ti.sfae.t:;ion that the C~ifornia.s lTCl~e 
nat an is:Le.nd. i".a.e e:~pe&.iti= oi' Ulloa s.n<l AJ.et.rcau ir, 1539-15lJ.Q 
had h!ld little effeet UlJOn :ua:v ml::ers .. 

:W 1767 ·i;he Jesuits ill TiajE Califo:enia ~rere af:Ecc-1;eo. by -~e genera1 
Span.ioh clecree e:'C,P'e111ng them i'rC'Y!l all their cloo..inions, and we:.."'e 
told to leave "bhe peninnu.la.. PZ too sanv .. t·it,,e the gov-ex~~ of 
the j)ro-v~mee uas ~aken i'-.L"'o.m. "'1.1lle ecc.lesiasties n.nd. given to the 
ra.ilit~2.l"Y.. 1.Phe go-ue:t...,..~<ll" appoi.L'ted_ at this tili1e t;&s Captain Gas:por 
C1e Pm•bolao T'.11e missions 'i.-re~~e tm"necl over to ·t;he ?~a:nei.ccDns.? 
and in .1768 they i.l.l"'l""ived. in. Bajt1 Cs.lifm .. LJ.ia vi~h Junipero Se:rTo. 
as the :b.? leade:t:· ~ 

T'.1:1e gJ:"ad1.18.l r1ov-eneniP of the m.icsio-.as tloliLd ho:v--c 1"C'StJ~tca. evG.ntuz~ 
in 'the settlcmellt of JD .. ta C·' li tm~ilia, but the oc:cu:J..>nney of the land 
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\-?f'J:.I im.l)clleO. f~ta.l""c'i o.t a £-acter r<:l·l;e 'by the D..l""r~ival in lk~\t S:PD.·h'l 
01: ·fille visi'tiada.r ctone:r:::-1.:; ,J 00~ l~e Ck11vGz ~ Galvez •;; 1ris:tta lasted 
six ycv;.--z, from 17C·5 ·t;o J.'(7l, c.nc: J.twing this period. he: U.evat;ccl. 
consitlc:C'DJJle t lit; -'vo the tJ.o·~·e:..:.ent no?thm~.:r·d. of ·(;b.,-; f .... eon:Gie:e in 
t.:::S.c CuJ.ifm'llic.s ~ 

ill U.i::·r~Lc.<: t:) f'c:..cilits.to nol~Gb:'m"'U. C:{""_i!ansion GoJ .. ve:: 1f!"O}/osc<l; end 
b;.:_;__tJ.. 2.IJIJl"oveJ. a :plur1 \-Thereby G :tc'J tel.'"'ritol""Y eu'brc:.c:Lne 1:ue.vu ·vic~ce:yo.., 
SiD.olos.)' Souo:r:D. a:o.C. 'GL.o Califor.aiso vo .. s to Ua est.aOlisb.&2. ~ It 'J<:.~s 
t.o be callcJ. e, cooJo.nd.ancy-g·:::c.e:r.~e.J." and. a por-'c Lt San :Jlo.c troulll 
ba the 'b2.::;e for :::>upl)lies "'oo t~ i-'-J!"on:Giot• ~ .AJ.:t.a C:=.•.lti'-Ol"'niG. J?la;y·Gil 
::.~u ir:;.'9ru"t:::;.nt pa.rt in Gc~vcz ~ D plc,n.s > ant:,., oo c.loul.-r'c i.n:Eloonccd by 
Viz (;c: ... ino 1 s l~eyxxet, Go.l ve ::. cn:v:L:>io-n.cc_1 "hb.o occ~tXJ)t.:.t.ia.n ~J. colcrnisa~ 

tio:o. oi:' L.iorrt;arGy un.Q Sc;.n :0i::go .. 

ln 1768 Gc..lvc:.:: viwit~CL .Bajc CnJ~fi'o:L"'cio. uncl puch.ccl ·t;.}K: :ple:us foJ."' 
tb..e 0XJ7ed.it.io!l to Alto, Cnlifarn.is.. Ge..sput..a Je P-o1:'tok 11cs uppoirrted 
com' 1rnCtel" of the e1~cclition c.nd. l:D-tllel-- Sert"a 1rc.s ns.T.J.ed :p!'esid.cnt 
of the :r.n.issions ·to 'be faunt~d in Al'G.e. Cclifm=.oia.. S:he expaCJ:t.ion 
lJ'Us cul.'rl:. aut; in fov:c lJD..i."'ts,~~ tTYO "being se:nt; by sea r;nc.1 t1ro going 
1Dy ') P'n.:: Tr. '~"T"""~l o+-' 1'7(;, ·'·hn ~~"'.tO <-:;1·r7T;"" ~~,.. ...... veri ·!V! J.tl0 "')>"'t., .... ~ .. t)"?' -'-"'-'"~-,. ..i..lJ. l .. .;_..U...l.. -~ • rvv v~*-..... 1.91. J.., <.-.L- u. .J-U. u~ l"<-4l>l.! -

SCJ.J. JJiGgo QJl(L ·Ghe next na:ath ·t:;he fi-r·ct G~.rGt:·lond IJSJ:'ty u:r ... .civeG. .. 
On. tb.B f:i:t"C"~ 0f ,July tile les-t tcr~oup, '~Jhlch b:.1rl ·u:tth it Portola 
end Ser.ta; :i~eo..chGd St'.n Die: go, 1~ \·rc.s a. ua--d lool~in.g ;:;roup ~..rhich 
e;c-ce-'~ed :Port.ola.~ lti but ·Gvo Dc::r···•Pn on 0110 af the :Jhip;:; h2.d. died, 
t:.nd. on.ly oic.!.l:tt cre..-.rwen of ·the o-ther z..hip "tltal"e 1-:rell enou.gh by ~T~-­
tc t;•P:-n. t;hei:t• vesc.;el.. i-Iauy o.f tb.e soldiers \·rho ho.d. r:o.cle t!J.e over"'" 
lvnd :J.o.rch tTC1 .. & til. Uhenjl t·u-o t<~ecl;::.s a.J.:'tc:t:> hi0 o.rx~i-v·a:L: J?o:..t"tola 
deciCi.Gtl "co push o:o. ·Go 1'-im..--terGy_.. lle cou.lcl mu::rt; J"!iS"G 63 Ben .. 

The: f'il ... st trip to ~-1Ge....~t,jer-cy ·~rc..z ojJac·"'civep and the little e~·Q?eaitiv.a 
a.uc..taining 'thensclves on are :c.'Ul.e a clay, returood to SE..!tl Diego to 
find ·!;b.t'tl:. ·'t;b.e re·u0.inC.e:r.., o:r' tb.G ex:9C{lit~ion 'ttas ' 11·Jve 1 althGugh thoy 
llc~d C~'Cll*l"ieuceC~ rru.cll sicL:ness t 1.:Q.d. dlli'.icu.lties t·ri·G.b. ·Ghe I:u::~ians., 

i.Jore b.ar-Cl.sb.ips '?J\:?!:l:'G l::.r:tel" eneou.nterec1 ~ the pro:pitio~.1..s nrr~ival 

0f' a sup:pl~t sh-1:9 from Se..n Blas pl""obaD.ly caved ·cue colccy i"l"'o.u 
ab2.lldO:ar:.lOrrG .. 

Por-'~ola m.e"d.z tm-ot;.h.cr j om~ay· ·Go ·N011.tcrcJt· in the sp1~int5 oi' ·t;he 
follot-;"i_JJ.g yc&" o.nC.. W"::·iv·cd th0:ce :.ill,y 2!~$ 1[(0.. T'ne nox'i; morrCh the 
·l;o:;,;·n 1:as oi'i'icially edcablish.c;:d- 1;:'"itth this i'O"v.:adillg l"'aeto.lc. lJ.r;,d 
cOL.'l}.JleteU his o,ssi;:;.:necl t2.sL:.. lie ·C·I.'u. ... .o.ecl over tlle rei~s of go-vex-n­
r:J.8rrG to his lic"tiGe:JlSnt, Pefu"O Fagcs, &nd Clej")BJ."tc-d fill.. neY,.ico .. 
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T'.a.e settJ..emeuts i:u .1\.J:!;a Calitm~.ail'l ue1oe on a fil:'"JJ1 footing. This 
pm~ut eolou;r tr-<J.S the most sigili'ica:nt evem in tbe W.&te?'J of 
the uest coast since its discovery and m::plCi!?a:'Gion by JUB.'!l. Rodriguez 
CalJJ.>'illo in 151.,2. T'.ae OCCUJ?.il:i\ioo brought to its natur:?..l cooclusioa 
the train of evel'lts ~1hicll. had i:'Gs incc}.Jl.;imt ~rith Cam:il:l.o 22.7 ye~J:~:s 
prcviausl:y. 

T'.aus S= Diego 1lES settled. Hi'.;h its era~rl;ll C£!.!20 tbe feeling tllet 
:l:'G needed protecting, anlt tJhe:t; hei.-ter plaoo fo:!t a fo:!ttificstioo 
•{;!JEJJ. et the err'Gl:'e.nce :!.L."to San Diego hal' bar. ft!;'!l.Dg by a rema,•k the 
EJ?glioh ex:plm-er 1 Vaue;:mver, made concerni:rlg ·!;he defel'lSeless position 
of Sllll Diego, the local o:f'fieiuls laid plans :fC!J:' the c~ructioo 
of a eircu.lur fm"'c at the tip of :3allast Po:!.D:t. nut on adVice of 
au engineer it was decided to construt..'t an adobe fo-ttifica:'<>ion 1rlth 
t'l70 ;rlngs !ll£/UX!.til:lg tcm c;uns a;b the h:!.lt of the ;point. The insta.l.J.e= 
tioo uas named Fori: G1J.ija.:-ro.s, derivi:ag the a:moellai;:loo from its 
location at Pu!l:'.;a de los Guijoo:Tos (Cob"b1e3tones). :r'.; '\,'a.sn't lllltil 
later tlill:!; the pofu'G 1m.s given :l:ts preneut :n=e o-t Eallast Po:!.L.-t 
by the Yan};ee ·l;rauers. 

For'G Gui.jarros 'll!W no'.; a very aat;ivc forti?ication, l.w.ving fired 
oll.ly sGverel inef'i'ectiva shots in ange? C!.1u-ing :i:l;s pe:;:iod of eXistence. 
T'.ais actiOYJ. occU?J:ed in ::!.803 'W'.tlOn a ship, the ~ By:i:'d, which uas 
suspected of contraba.ncl cler 1 h'gs '¥.'all f:l.:i:'ed 11J?00 vlhe:u wJ.;tempting to 
leave Sw Diego Bay. In title ·5he fo:!tt fell il!J:i;o disuse v.ud in 
1840 u-as aba.nd.o-ned. 

Th.:!J.>'cy.:'Gvro years latel· co.."-Stal il.efeuses were 'llezun OllCO again on 
Point 1oma and at the .site of ·!;he fCll!"l'ller fo:!ttii'icetion. In 18"{2 
p:J.a.:a.,s were laid to co-.cs-'&ruct em'then seacoast batteries for 15 &;w:l.S, 
awl the follOirillg yero: work ~res be!J.'Utl· COl'lSiil.Cl•able l'Jl"'Ogl:'C:>s was 
made uu<:il 1875, ;;J:J.en uarl: 1m,s suspended i'Cil? l.5 yero:s due to 
CO'tJgress' s :i?ail'l.ll'e to ap);ll;'op:eia:'Ge money far zeae'0as'G defenses • 
110i:.Q;1~ uas :t•es'Wli'~d au. t.vo emplaeement.s in lB97, f!JJ.d u tll:Lrcl tm.s eom­
pleted ·l;lJ.e follmr.!.ng year • In 1899 the :ln~al.la:t ion w.s of'fieia.ll:y 
des:l,_£>:IJ.a'~ed Fat9 l; Rosec:ra:us in :a= of }.lajor Gen0I'el W:i1Hem 3. 
Rcsem•a.ns of Civ:U Uar fame. In ·l;he same yen:r fOUl:" more but·te:i?ies 
wmoe c0l1s'Gl>ucted. CYn.<O?, J3attel"Y Fetter-Jllllll.1 v:as erec-ted Cl.irectl:y on 
·l;l:te si'i;e of old Fo:!'t Guij a?.<."os • 

Dm":l.:ne; \olarlc1 Hal" :r the po~ 'r"'s active nat; atll;y o.z a il.efel'lSe 
for'~ification but also o.s a training area for ovarsoas-'llound troops. 
Ji.:f'te:r the '\1a1? the ftrL"G was affected 'by ·(;be e;.-!;b&ek ill the m"llWd 
farces and in 1922 1ms J!l!G em a cureta.lror .s'Gatus. 
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Hi:i;h iJorld \'Jar II l=:Lng on 'Ghe hcr:l.zon it •·ll'J.S deen:ted wise to 
reactivate and expand the coastal defense installa:tions. Shore 
ba:l::teries we1•e built on the ocean side of Point I..ama, fir>e control 
aud searcb.liGht bunlwrs vrere dotted aboui; ·the Po:irrl:, and &ntiair­
e-<'ru."t ba:tteries 1·rere installed. All this ;ro-.ek ~ro.s conxpleted bet~reen 
191n and 1943. \-71th the end of the vlm' the installations vrere 
abandoned and '~he gtl11S scrapped, end ~'ort Rosecrans resumed its 
carc'caker status. PresentJ;y t-;he old fortification is used as head­
qvertcrs f01• Al'ey Reserve components in the vicinity. 

Ballas"c Point also played a role in the corx3el:'cial activities of 
'che 1·1eat co;wt, and as a resul'c obtained its name . Yankee traders 
aut of Boston came to the Point to piclt up the flat, circu.lar stones 
which cover its shores. T'ney used the atones as ballast in their 
ships for their long voyage baclt to Boston; hence the name Ballast 
Point . In Boston lw.:;:'oor the stones ~rere dura;ped. Years later the 
ha:J.•i)or ·vras t'lrcdged and the atones which the Boston traders had 
picked up in California were used to pave LJB.n,Y of the cobblestone 
streets of that city. 

The most pro..."liilent business the traders engaged in '\!US the h·l de 
·trade 1·Thich had been developed by an EDglish firm in 1822. In time 
the Yankee traders carae and eventually a triangular trade developed. 
Nm" Ell(\'land mruu.\fac'~ured goods were brought ',;o the '\Test coast '\There 
they were traded for hides. The hides 1rere tr&w:(lorted to China 
and traded for silk goods and porcelain. The Chinese products Here 
then brouglxt back to Bostcril and sold to buy gOOds for the next trip 
to California • 

In 'cime San Diego becsme a cerr'ver for the hide droghers. Large 
be:F.o.like atruc'cures 1rere erected at La Playa ;just north of Ballast. 
Poil.I'c 1mere hides 'frere cured and stored. This area became lmmm as 
"Hide Park." T'ne bes'c lmmr.a person ;rho pa:rticipated in this trade 
">as Ricb.ard Ee:ary Dana ,,Tho uas on '.;he coast from 1835 to 1837. He 
described this activi·i;y in his classic boolt, i'l-ro Years Before the 
r.raat • Dana w.s a crew member of the ship Pili7Im "WEich >m.s the­
collec..ti:ag ship for the larger 1\ler'c • The Pil;;:;rim uould sail up 
and doom the west. coast obtainir..g hides froo the m:i.ssinns and pri­
vate inclivic1uals for '.:rad.e goods. The hides ;,muld be brought back 
to the hidehotwes in San D'lego for curiUG and atoraee, and vrould 
le;t;er be loaded a-Lito the Alert . 

li!Ol'e than 20 yew:s after Dana's de:partt1re anot;b?..r industry developed 
at Bellast Point, which til!le has given many rcxnarr'cic aspects, but 
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uhicll in reality restlli;cd in the vorst sort; of c-Jq_Jloi'cation of a 
wa:tt.n.~al rcsom"'cc ~ By the tL~Je of tlle years Just prececliug the Civil 
\'!m· 3 the \·rest coa.s'i,; lle.d 'becouc n scene of activity for N0"i1 England 
vlm1ing vessels . The center Jf the activity 'Has San F:ea.ucisco. f_,n 
occasi.::>ncl 11haler 'YOuld sail i.r.rto San Dieco for ou'c.:t.'it.tiTIG or repair. 
The increasi11-.e; consciottSness of t.hc :(.xrCclltit!.li-'cics of "i.:~he fine San 
DieQ;o £ua.:cbor catlSeD. tl.lc local nm-r.S})S.JX3l~ to ac;itate for the local 
lcsdsrs to seck :neans of ltu.·::..ll.G mon? ·~vhalj_nc ships to Sa.:o. Diego. The 
ef£\:r.c-t-; 1ro.s evic1entl,y :in vain, "btrC it a;pj·.Jm ... ently encot1rar;cCt -'che este.b-
1isD.:-.1eut of a shcre~·\rlla..li.J::l.G cstBblislu:.eut e;t J3al.1ast Poi:nt in 1858 ... 
1859. 'Til:;.; btJ.siness pro·.'Bc1 profitaLlc 1 and in a fe't·l ~;-eru"'s e. second 
co:::;r)ruzy a:pJ?;)al"'Cd thel"G ~ 

Tlre -.crrcy of these shorc ..... ·ul:t.alers 1-ras the ca.lifornia GJ.."aY l:f.hale lrh:lc.h 
from Decec.bsr to -~·larcll s'!ira.:n IJ8.5t Point L::>22a au their f,;ffiY from theil" 
murmer feeJ.b:lg grounds in the &ring Sea to the lagoons of Baja 
Co.liJ:ornia uheL"e they :-J.atecl and bore their yo:.X:.l£:'> Dti.:t"'lnG the Illigra­
tio:.0. scasail crells fran each ca'l])any lifOulQ ro1-1 the.i.r boats cn.>.t to tllc 
kelp beds .just off Point Lena. Bnd ther~ a~rait for a \.f.aale to pass~ 
~eo kill the 't;haJ.e:s the tJ.halers usecl a bau'b sun; that is., e. (:'1..1ll ... chat. 
fil ... ed a ilal"goon onto \.Jhich s \xxn.lJ u-as at"Cachc(Lo T"llc bomb "aould. 
e2q_..,lo0..e m"tcr sinl;:i:o.c; itself inCo the blubber of the l7hale ~ The 
l:J.a.l•})ooncr troull urn for a vital s>-,ot, usually the lunc;s. If his 
~im \tare act..'-ttra:'ce, the har1JOO!l ·uould. errGer "'~he l"t.:iiJ0S and. the bom1J 
vrollld C1."])lode, killirJ0 the ~rhale al::e1ost instantly. Nore often 'chan 
not the ha.r-poon 't·rauJ.cl nci; strike :a vital point, and .. chc exploding 
boab "mu.ld only vrou:nd the uhale • Then most likely ·the ~-rlw~e wov~d 
escape ... c;o die elsevrw.cre ~ If the \·li1.alc 1-rere 1dlle·6~.7 ther·e t·ras a 
high probability 'cLa:t he 110uld sili.k. before ·che 11haJ.ers cou.lcl lash 
the hulk '~o tll.C; r- boat . Thus ;;!<..ales uhich had bcwn ldlled or ;rounded 
but not retrieved by the 1;halers vould tm.sh up on a beach, such as 
2:G Coronac.1o;; e.:nd :::lecodpose, cr:rltting e. :Jot,rcrful stench highly offen.., 
si ve to the nostrils. It uas estimated in 'the l9t;h century tha'c of 
the nlll::ibel·· of "rhalea lw;r::oooned by San Diego vrhalers, only one'"'thiJ..,d. 
;rere re'crieveil and to11ed bac..li to i;he tcyirJ0-out ;;m•:,s at J3aJ.las-t 
Poin:',; ~ 

Once the d.cac1 1-rha..le 'l.·tas tot-red back to JJalle.st Poin'c, it ;re..s ct!C 
'J.p into ht.1[~e cb.u..l'll'"..s 1iuich ~·le:ee tossed in la.rr.;e cauldrons anc1 ·Cried ... 
out; that is; the meat ancl ·blubber vrere cooked u:.rJ.til all of' the oil 
\-tas extracted fror:1 it. lJ:'hc proccse 't·JaS the sane ;·.10thod one ttSed to 
renU.er larCl from llOG :fe:G ~ ~-lltcn it -r;-ras felt that all "Ghc oil hacl. 
been exGracteCL, t.he cl1m1l-;,s 1:1ere re:;tove:c1 i'ro:::l the ce.\.,~dron, sqtlCezed; 
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and then "t';hrat-J:.r'l irr"co the fire to DA!t as fttel for the tryirl0..,0llt pot~ 
\·Then the cauldron 't-r83 J-:\ill the oil -r;,ras allcn<T"a(t to cool» ru.1.d ... r;hen 
pOiJ.:reO. irtvo leJ::·gc 1·lOOdcn ·u&"'" .. cels. 

The 1tllsli!1-G COlTfll?nics opere:'Gec1 on Bl?~last Poirrc until 1873 11hen the 
:ll:rix;;;nO..irt-C con::fcrll.ction of For·"G Rosec?ans forced them. t~o move across 
the b..e.rbor to North Island. Toward ~Ghe end of their tenure at 
r£1.llas-G Point,~~ they began "'~o re~..lize tl.Jat the grey uhalcs ·u·erc 
c1.ecrca.sinc; in :nu:_{oer J ru1d to offset the ~cline they ope:aed brm1.ch 
o:pera,tior.ts in Ba,ja Ce..liforniao }Jut this provccl o:.<'lly a sto~P.,.GS.J! 

!~ea:Jure because the -vrl.La.les \Jel~ becan.ln.g so fc'!.J in ntL<tbcr that 
shore ·nhalinc au.t of' Dan Dieco soon prO'ved tu1?)1'0fitable. It is btu .. d. 
to t.ell '{:rhen all shore ·uha.J.ing actoivities finelly ceased in San 
Diego, but in Vie\·J of' the ra1):Ld decl·in~ of the r:;t:a,y villal.e it can be 
assu.raeJ. t;hat for sJ.l 11ractical lll..U':Poses it en(lcd in abotri; the micl"" 
1870's. Ro,·;l.1JJ3.ll'Gs of it rJBY l1avc lincered ; ucc the 1880's. 

Shore wlw.ling qpera'cions such a.s at San Dieco and the activities of 
-oUalinc; shi·r;s in the lagoons oi' Ba,ja California ;;lade such inroads 
into 'Ghe r;re;y e7haJ.e population the:'c by 1900 the aniow.l uas thouo'lt 
ex'G i:o.ct • Hmrever, the rsray 'taale "7as rediscovered in 1920, and in 
1935 the International 1>faa.lil1£.; Commissio.a forbade its beinG ·i;al,en. 
Since then the gray '-1llsle popv~ation has ermm., and once ae;ain the 
"t<hale passes Point; Lama each yes.r on its journey to the l19Goons of 
Baja California. 

Hit.h t.lle increaseD. shipping Mong the \Jes-t. coast; end. the grouing 
:i.l::~portance of San Diego !!arbor, it became apparent to local leaders 
shor'cly af'ter the acquisition of California by 'Ghe Uni'Ged states 
tllat aids to v.av:Lc;s:tion ·vera an inrpc::>rtarr'c need of San Diego. Their 
conce~'n resulted in &. sm~vcy bci11g made in 1851 by the federal 
government and the selection of a spot; on Point L:xna as tile site 
of a lighthouse. Actual construc'cian uasn't be>gun until 185Lr, and 
on November 15, 1855, e. match \laS -~ouched to the ~lici' Ln the tmrcr 
li[.9.x'c. l~ch nic.l}t for 36 years the flame, Yil!JG!l.i:fiecl mw.y ti;nes 
by the fine f'.eesn€1 lens, gui(\ecl shipping aJ.O!l£.; the <Jest coast and 
into San Diego Harbor. 

The si"Gc selec-'cecl :for the lic;htaotl.se ·v1as on one of t;he highest hills 
of' :?oint L:Jma. PG:rchecl l~2 feet above sea level the light was 
clcsicncd to be seen for about 25 miles. Occe.sionally it "'as seen 
s;G [p.""ee.ter distance; one shi:;.1 reported sightinG ... clle 1ight !~5 miles 
e:'c. see,~ 
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Tt.e liGht ~,rr:.s of -'c.ile tlili,d. o:.~:•cler ::.~t1 f01~ 3L;. y~o:J..~s it 't"C,.::; s:liirply 2. 

2ixe~1 ;rhite llzb:~;j .. J)ll. 1~09 it ~.}u.s chant;oO. to fl:::.shi:n.g ~ed a.-ad. uD .. :H;e, 
cnCl Jvhe fol1o1.;'"ing ;yuar to si.rxp.ly a f'J..cshing "Jhite light 9 

IJ..'-::e Erb):-tl.crG'I.l£"e on -;:itlicll the ligb:'~ :;c.t i-JUS r~ &-'vary c:n<l c half lnlil.G.ing 
\lith fOUJ:" :t"·~ <.:nd t~ t~:u.;;0w.e.ut, end, o.ecm"d.ing to one inb.abitMt, 
\is~; si:f.l:ply, bt..>i; eo:w.i'o-r-~cbly, ru~mshetl. Nc i"irst -I;; he li.shthoune 
kC$:Jf~l"'J his nscic-I;t.:mi;, .und tllell"' fun:U.ies lived in the 1:n.l.i.l.ding. 
Bt.;.i; this app~""'e;::tly 1M .. -@Yec1 U:"lsc:bisi'z..chcry since a .utm·age DuilU.ing 
neD.:t~ the ligb:hb.ousc ··:.=·c.;:: later eonverted into living quar-'cei!"S :?<2 
the o.seistant cro.d. hin fund}¥ .. 

Jh~om tllc tit1e of i·Cs eo:c.strv_C't.iou the lig:b.thoi.I.se ]?Y"ovecl e. r--a;Gh-er 
l)O};lu1B2 ))lace. Tom'''i;:d;s \:ioultt 1..h"'ive out,. in 'buc~;~ics t.o vim: ·Lthe 
~tlificG:i:lt cca D.llcl lc~dsco.}.J&, (.":!10. loCEt-2 :veoyle vau.ld ec~G f:m"' 
yic.nics 2.1.1.U to vicv the tfb.aleJ.qs llE'..r""f!OO.ninc; tb.eir ·v"'"leUi:w.s .. 

The o:pe.rat ion oi:• the ligh,thc;anc uas sim.ple ., Tb.e:.t.~ uus :e .. o mode:t:"n Ut~r 
equ.ip£0.1-f.; such us the fogn.m~-!1. S:Lnce ·Ghe:r.~e \:ro.s :uon.e, ·Gi::.e J..ast 
lroap:~~ 8 on foggy days ~rhen. a ship a})pearaU cla:ngerously close t.o i;ile 
shar•e !I fired a cfb.ot(9..m cs a 1:1s.teshiiii fogh-or-.a. ~ Tb.e l:.ee11er' s ',Prime 
cenccr-.o.. was scei.E.g ·Glla:t. thctre tro.s enough oil in the lf!X.lp and. that 
the ~tick ilt\0 t:t'il::rt'!led, and later t-ilien the light beccr'}& a flashing 
one; tllat the cl.ocl:t·Jee·~c cyctem ·o:az fu:a;.;-hicr.aing properly.. Each 
ma:.~ the lB.ntern ancl .leuszs had to be cleo..ned. a-l a.cc~a.letcd 
smolre a.ud. grease .. 

Su:[)plics \>rere nt:.J1:~~·,r- 't 1y obtain~Q ±'ram distJ.~iet hcuc1q'l'!J1l."tera 1ocatec.1. 
in SD.D. r.-.eancisco;. a.ucl \Ie:ee lxr:o·JJglfG rlm·r.a lferiodica.lly by the supply 
ship~ 

F-01" 36 years ·Glle leim .. u--ely life eo-trl:;irrv.ed at the lic;b:bhou.se.. T".u.e 
pay ";:"as nat CXCep~iO'".aal, 'bl.>:G tlJ.e life V25n 1t hurd e 0,9;pOJ:tm•!ities 
o:eten a:~"ose to 2.-Ut'tJ.ent the l:ce:~x;r 1 s inca:me.. i\.t on.e tihle: a£l."anger;J.e.tt.tG 
ve:t"'G :·.:lO/le "iJi""~D. ·Ghe harbor Dilots to signnl u.a t:he a}.)proe,ch of e, 
vas Gel noeUing a. pil6:7t.. Rcpol ... te:CQ;y a;~ a.notner "c:D!ic a s-imi 1 P.J." c.:J::"'rB.nze:­
men:::. '<las rnC.G! 11ith the t-rb.alcrs c.t J3allact Point t-o sigz.:.o,J. 1:hen '~~al.€ s 
ware s:po!Jted.. Bot.ll ce:t ..... lfices, ·OZ co'Ul""se, reeaived llrOIJer re'l.::11.lllera:hion .. 

Bocaur-.X'! the licht ·utJ.s L; 62 tee-t; al;ove sBa lewl, d:: .. wi.l1.g certa:ln 
~eu.sons o-t "'cb.e yem.. 1-C .... "as obscttt'"ed by 1J.J,r cloudr.; vhlle the coast:; 
bela~;- Tra.s plttinly \risible.. _..t-._s u eonsequenc:a, 'the ~i.; in 1891 
t-ras moved to a l01JG'J: fJ'4lsit-:iu.a. on the tip ext PCJfut T,~--ltJ," T".ue ligb:bp 
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umr only 88 feGt above eca level, has over the )!CfJ:l'S proven much 
r:1or0 sat isfa<..toey. TodC!.y evan one may obtain empirical evidence 
of the ~,risclom. of thl2 m.ovG. Tllrotu_3how.'t the yo.r:."l."' one seen a 
nwnber of Q..ays nt ·t;he old liGhthouse vt.aen the f'og ic so tb.ick thn.t 
visibility is l'educod to a fe<r hundred feet, but ll<'! docs ndc holll" 
the foghorn eX: the lower ligh·Gh-Ouce.,.-ther .. e is no foe dOi·tll belov ~ 

3 • Al." chao ology 

Altll.ouP'c):l it ia 1mmm that :J:ndia21,3 of tho I£ Jollan cult\JX'e and 
Diegueno J.ndians occupied Poi:ut L011.1a, a reccll:'.; ( J~Si'Ufl:l."Y 1960) site 
sm~vcy of m.onur1tent la!ld revealed that there ·vmre no sitc2: on -'~he. 

moD.U.!lJDnt proper • 

T'.aa IJationaJ. P~l~ Sc:r-vico has ini·Ciatcd only one rcsee.rch project 
o.ealing 1ritl1 the monu:rlcu·i; . JJ; re sul'Gcd in a multili'ched. publication 
entitled ~ Hofu·igucs Geb:teillo, Discove?er S!f CsJ.iforllia~ T'ue:;."'G 
is a curl"ent rcsce..:rch progx·aw1 y;r:hich is desiGned to x•esult. in a 
histm,ical handbook i'or the m-ea, hut which will also have the niclo 
resclt of &.ue;menti.-o.g 'G.hc ~ese&"'ch :a~e f'ile of' the monur,.1';rtt ~ Tltere 
aJ..""e also t1-10 research payel"U u.nd.ex''l-ra.y; one dealing '\rlth. ,..Ghe d.:i.scovc:t .. y 
of Califm•:uia has boon completed, <!.lld the crf:hGl' doo.l~ Hith 19th 
cerrtm"y shore "t;Tb.a1:Lug nC"GiV:it:le.s at :Ballast Point is well along the 
vre;y to completion~ It is hoped the.t a :paper d.oal:t.1-l[£ -;:lith the ships 
and uavigatl_onal equlpncxrt of: the 16th aud 17th cCJX\;ul:,ics '-rill aloo 
be cw:Dleted on the CU!."'rc:a:t reseE.!Z'ch lFOg:t"WJ .. 

PJ.•ooo.bly j_n the ncrf: '~oo ditr'vcLrtc fv:'cure 'che Fmt Rosocx'u:us insto.llation 
trill be o..dd.c:d to the mOD.U:GlGnt.. A research .P:c>Dg:ram .'Jhould be und.C1:'­
talron on tb.e f'CM.-t nnd. ather coas-'c&-1 defense in.stallB.,tions on Po.i.rr'c 
l:G~IJ.as e~s 't·rGll an on the old Szranish Fo!t Guijar:r·o~. At this tirle 
o.. strong 0f'f'ort shm;;~cl h;: I1ac1e to cO'n.:!:0 il"m or- C~spell the il'i~rong 

:r>U'1lm" that. rut u.ndcrgrottuU r~tJ.OJ:'l n·8ttr Fort ::tosec:t'ans containing old 
rifles aud. black polnl.Gl~ ~ras sc:s.lcd off~ 

A "choz~ough histw.ic bui1dil'4:;B s't.!Tv-ey rciJOl~ should ·he Clone on the 
lighthouse utilizi:ag local NCOl'clc; as 1-Toll as those to be found in 
·Hashi~on. 

5 e ~caxcb. Act;onnlished 
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r:~..tcll. resemocll. emil. 1-r.citil:Jg has 'been c<mdu.cted by histll'C'ioma oo the 
act:!.v:!:Hcs of 'i:il.e S:pall.isb. in the Ecu Hm•lu. The imo ll!.istorians 
v?ll.ose '\rorks bem> most dll'ectJ.;v oo those activities uith 1,rhlch the 
mo;&umeut is pri~]~rily conccl<>'.D.ed. al"'e He1~'''bel~ E .. Bolt ell and Een.t"'".f R .. 
tio.gner. These two J:ccn did rc @!'Cet deal of tran£tlnt:l.ng of 51Jani£tll 
dooumcnts of e::plaration, and they '""V"e the 1mo best tl:'iiD.SJ.u·~ioos 
o:f the ll\lllElEli'Y log o:f Cabl?illo' s vayago and the best iCI.elX'.;:l.fieation 
of the places Cabl•illo stopped.. These tr=slatio!lS = be found in 
He,~' s Jnpn R(;{lrigu.ez Cabrillo, Dise<:rll"orer of the Coo,flt of 
Ca.lifm>llia (&.u ?"J.•~t.ucisco: 194·1) f'WJ.d in Boltoii'riSf~EiPJ.m>etiO!lS 
in the Sootlmcrr'~, 1542-1706 (New York: 1959). Ill a&ditiau rru'be11: 
IImreBaaC!Toi-t, Ei>;;tsey of Califm-4.ie~ (San n.mcisoo: 1886), I, gives 
a good secondi!.r.t ®.Ccou:<:d; or too Ce2Eillo vo~. Jemez P. King, 
Jwm Rotll.•igucz Cs.brillo e.na. tho Discovm:y of Califm>llia (Berkeley: 
1$4;.1) is a fine ®d 1reliwi?H:ten accoum of the Ga1:rdllo voy2{!,e, 
ita be..eke_:t .. ounclp and ita s:tgnifiee..nee. Haguer' s Ct:..rte:~a:pJ;v of "Ghe 
I·rarth.<trest Coo3t of .A..t:'l.erica to 1800 ii:j most oo1'%ille.ITc to the ~emf; 
st&y, as m:eiits ·l;:;:>anslatiails -;;:ftll.a varioUs voyages alO'llg the 
wes-t; cooBt '17hicll. 1rere pul:>llsl:1ccl CNer the yeru.·s ill. the Calif'otroia 
ITicrborica~ Society Quarterly. 

A. nl1!!lber of other "'~l~ausla:'tiia.as of :p?i1.Ila:ry material an.d a n:"<!Glber of 
Becoodm."y B01.1l:'c:es axi&t dealing ~rlth related vr:Jycd(!,as and ae"civities 
in Nmr Spain. Dut; 'cheso are too n=rOt.U! to list he1•e. The monu­
lJKm:i; bibli®'aphy file contai!l.s on exte.u!!iYe, but ncris lfB'G complete, 
list of' works conce£>YI11lg ·t;h .. ~ :m.t1.a.um::nt. s-Gory ~ 

Research and Hl."iting eo:IJll.ecte:'l. with local topics, cuch as 1malillg 
activities at :Ballazi;; Point, Fa<"'.; Rosecrans, ana. the hide warehouses, 
has been dane by local lay historians. Ill many cases fact has been 
ss.c?ificcd lm<$ t.~om.ance, a.ncl the 'tll"iters generally lacl~ ·~ :perspec­
tive and ·i;ecb.niqu.es of the tl!'ailled hista!':l.ru1. Fm· exexxple, \Hlliam 
N.. 3r::Jythe q s H.istcrcy of San Diego J.s locally eonsidercc'l the best 
1-tork an ·i;h.e nubjee'c, btta it i& not difficult to find. errors in thls 
vo:rk. Th.ese errors compoun.0.ed wi'i:.h his fe.ilu.:re to c1ocu.m.e!tc ce:cYcai:n 
specific :!:~ems r·,P.f'.ea the <rm•k far the plll~poses of tb.e !li.01111J·lnut 

usc;less. TiJ.os,::; local -m'ito:rs ,,!ho d.ocl!.lllent their efforts use 
sccOlldal."'Y sources a.s 'hha basis fOX' ~heir 11'E'itings "Yrith the :result 
tha:b. ~hey ju~ l:!Cr:P-~tu.o:Ge o:t .. :rors. 

Several yem>s sgo tll.e Ca"bZ'illo His"~orics~ Asaocirn;ion. s:ponsa!'ed a 
l~esca.l"'ch :p:rogr~arn on the Califor-.a.ia Grey Whale. T"'JJ.is study by 
Dr. TheoCI.o:re J. HaJ.lrol' is 'Go 'be pu'bllshe6. soon by the As:sociatio-a 
and 1s an cxcellerri; so~.ll<$.ce of info.rm.a:\;,ion on ths (!;i'ay vrlw.J.e and its 
pl:?.ce in the i'w:nily o:f >f.il.a.lee. 
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Resem>ch at the monw:a.e:ul; should. be ccmtin1ling, nat oll.J.y to 
f··w:'tb.er k.nm·7ledge of the; evc!ll;s ce:a'&c;red in the mooume:a'~ s-'.:m.7, 
btr'G i"l~so to l!Jaep ab:i?Gaso~ of eurre!Y~ h:ist<Fical thougl!!:. Es:pec1a.J..cy 
sll.ou.ld S't:?aog effo1-i;;s oo made to fu.i."th.er k.n011ledge of Juan Rodriguez 
Cab1·il1o w..d his voyages, as 'mll as of other voyages along the 
wast coas-'c or P.me:t"ica. The mo:awr£mt 's historical note file should 
'be coostantly e::,.'1Jancled. • 
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The dominant vegetative cover is the Pacific Coas·~ mixed 
cha:pal:'l'al type s~.~ITouncling the developed areas of the mouU1llent. 
This type includes members of the oa.k, heath, swnae, cac-ti, and 
rose families, and sevGral herbaceous :!'lmroring :plants. 

Seventy to eighty :percent of the area is covered by coast chaparral, 
the dominate shrubs being lemonade berry, coast manzanita, and 
scrub oak. These cover an elcvational range of 50 feet to 420 feet. 

Unusual s:pecieg are those exotics introduced for erosion control 
and le.ndscaping and are tmr in number . They include the aleppo 
pine from North Africa, the torrey pine and monterey cypress from 
CalifDI"llia, and eucalyp'cus trees frcim Australia. 

The fire hazard is presently lm; a.'ld poses no problems to structures 
in the area. In the nero• future the hazard to the vegetative cover 
itself' 1rill increase due to the construction of a salt w.ater con­
version plant and a scc.>age disposal :plant which uill increase the 
use by visitors of the lmrer area of Pain'~ Lama. 

2. Forest Fire Con:'.:;rol 

Fire records f<F Cabrillo National Monume:rJt shmv that no fires 
have occurred on monument land and only tuo have occurred noar its 
boundaries. Both .vore caused by aircraft crashing after take-off 
from a nearby naval air etation . 

The fire season is present throughout the year as the ~rind is 
constantly blmring and drying the vegeta:tion. At presem the 
majority of monument land is inaccessible to the public which is 
a deciding factor in keeping the fire incidence low. Hmrever, with 
the advent of proposed na'cuxe valks in the area a.nd ·!;he expected 
increased use of the lmrer area the fire hazard will increase. 

Detection of fires ~rould be :pril"ae.rily by visitors reporting them 
to personnel on dmy ;mo in turn ~rould report them to the Naval 
Electro:nics Laboratory fire department. On Point Lama fi?es m·e 
·?epor'Ged to the Nav-al Electro:nics Labora:'cory tr'.a.ose fire dep!l.l."'craent 
provides :p:L"otection to all federal ins'calla·t;ions 1·rithin the 
military reservation. 

Equipment available at 'che monument to figb:t fires includes ba.ck­
pack pumps, McLeod fire rakes, pule.sldes, and brush hooks. ~ls.ter 
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in the i.1Jllll£:diate and surrounding area is usually limited. The 
Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery ~later S]lt'inkling sys-'cem causes 
a fluctuating t;ater pressure at the monument. Often the cemetery's 
system uses so much tmter that there is none available for monu­
ment use. This situation is offset to some extent' by the arrange­
ment with the Naval Electronics LabO'l'a:'cory fO'l' usc of their fire 
equipment and personnel should the need arise. 

The Public l-Jorks Departmerrt of the !laval Electronics laborstory 
is in the ]lJ:'OCess of installing three additional booster p.urrrps 
along the water line which ;rill prov"lde the monument ;rith better 
;mter pressiD."e. This ar·rruJ8oruent ;rill serve urrcil ouch time as 
the monUlll.ent 's preserrt 1md ]lt'oposed ;rater syste."U, including fire 
hydrants, can be connected to a nevr ;rater :uain to be constructed 
for the salt water conversion plant and ne;r sew-age plant . 

3 • Building Fire Control 

As mentioned previously there is an agreement uith 'Ghe Naval 
Electronics Laboratory for building and brush fire protection. 
Until this aid fll'rives, co2 ex:!;ingUislJ.ers and the ou:~side 
sprinkling system 1·rill be used to control any building fires. 
Fire hydrants are to be installed in the future which ;rill p?o~ 
vide complete p?otection. All ne1; structures vill have a complete 
fire ]lt'otection system incorporated. 

4. Forest Insects and Diseases 

• Not applicable. 

5 . Grazing and Brmrsing Control 

Ilaiilage to landscape :planting is due to 'Ghe browsing of ;rildlife 
belonging to the lagamor:{ilia and rodentia families 11'hich include 
brush rabbits, haTes, squi:Fi.'els, rats, and mice. Even though the 
food su:p:p:cy of ''he wildlife is abundant the young shoots of plants 
ere too enticing to resist and screens have been required to pl'O­
tee·~ them since repellents and poisons spraYfid on them and the 
use of poison grains have not worked. Once the plan:~s have ma'~ured,. 
the screens exe no longer required. PJJ. all ou:!; poiso.niiJ<S :program 
has been contemplated to eli!llinste this problem. In lieu of this 
it might be possible to plarrt more m1rl;ure plants rather than the 
YO!l.llg shoots • 
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The only erosion on monument land is on the coast line and in 
a natural process. Ol;her erosio-n. caused by raill.fall 1-un-off 
occurs at various :places throughout the area and is being controlled 
by the planting of ice plant, coast cha:par-t'al, and tree$. All 
control is being undertaken by the mol!ll.lllf!nt staff' 1rithou:t; the 
assistence of cooperating agencies. 

7. Ol;her Vegetation Protection or Related Conservation 

Ar; mentioned in Paragraph 5, Section E, all ncm plantings need 
to be protected from br01rsing by na:'Give l·Tildlife. 

Trees, shrubs, and forbs used for landscaping or ~osion control 
should be drougb:t; l'esis'cant and able to .vi:thstand the constant and 
drying "'ind as ;rell as adapt to a poor soil. The mon:'Gerey c~ss 
should be given consideration for landscaping because of the 
similm•ity in the environnerrt; here and that found ncar its native 
habitat . Af:t•ican tree species such as the {Pinus hali:pensis) 
aleppo pine 'colerate the Poirrl; Loma environlncrrG as do torrey pines . 
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Upon coo:.[llctio:a. of the restoration of the llgh:t;hause by the Hat:l.oiml 
Fark Service in 1935, N:r. Cl:i.f''Gon Rock \ras am;>ointed Cushod:i.an. P:t 
tllc s= time permissioo. i·ms given to him to operate a concession 
o;(; the mon\lllla:at. f'ir. Rock continued o:peratil:Jg the concession until 
the monur!lCnt was eloBed dUJ:"illg Hal"ld VIm- II. Dm·iug the pre-11ar years 
he sold postcards, ca:o.dy, aud various souvenirs, and maintained a 
·i;ea room in a lmmr roon1 of the ligll:l;house w:he1·e snB.cks we1·e sold. 

i-Yhen the monum~mt uas reopened in 191>7, Ml'. Hock reswned the 
concession, bu:i; at this 'G:imD <tas :perctitted to nell cml;y postcards 
and souvenirs. Ee operated ·<;he concession u:atil his CJ.eo:i;h in 1955. 
For a yem• ther·ea:l."l;e:t· his 11idow re·tained the concession. In 1956 
it i·ms decided tho:t; a concession i·~.s not; needed. n;i; the monument 
sJ.nce ·(;here was m.m:rs than adeqv.ate oppoxtunity for t2le visitor to 
satisfy his crav-ing fm• s01.we!lirs at shops within a few miles of 
·~he mon1l.!l!C:lli'.. T'nere is S"Gill no need for a concession here and it 
is dO'I.lbtfu.l thst tho need for· one ~rill a.:dse in the i'orseeable Mure. 

At the time the concession <ms closed a boolwhop, ope1·ated by the 
Cabrillo Historical Jl.zsoci!>.'tion, vas opened. The Cabrillo iiisto:rical 
Association is a cooperating assoe:Lation and '~he profi"Gs derived 
:h•om the bookstore m·e used to furthe:;: the ctission of 'Ghe monUllle:a:'c 
and to aid other ll&tiow:d Pw.·k Service areas. 

2 • Ocher 1\gencie s 

N:on:um.ent 1.and is reached tlu,m'®'1 Ffll"t Rosecrans },iilita:cy 
Resezvation and is therefore at'fected to some exl;ont 'by &JY l'ules 
and ;;•oglllat:tons iru:posed by ·t;he Depo.:t>cme:nt of De?ense • T'ne sec-urity 
eu.m·d of the L'l.ili·cary rescl.'""V"ation controls access ·l:;o the mon'tl1le:at 
·ny o.eans of e.:a. elec.-tricaJJ.y opel~ated gate aCJ."'Oss ·the uain entrance 
l'oad to the :mOllUll:O:a:'G. T'cls gate is open to the public: from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. 

Doo to norms.l patroh by the S<?curity guard, police p;i.·ol;eC'~ion is 
pro .. vldeO. all le.na. surt·ouncl.il1e the mo:a."t.urrcn:It. Facilities and per., 
sanncl of the rose:rvatiO'.!l are not; actively eml)layecl on monUilel:lt 
land ancl no adverse offect.B m·e cs.:u.sed by ope:;:•CY.tion of these 
personnel a.e by their aci:;ivi"~:tes. 

The m·ea is closed Eb night to the public; 'i;he:ccfm•e, it is no'~ 
necessary to maintain pax•so=el oo duty in the e;coa a.."tor 6:00 p •llioo 
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1\:'.:; such t:!lll.e as the Depm•!;ment of Defense permits !light vis:!.·~ at ion 
i;o Po~ Looo., a major :prol;e<etion problem >Jill be ~·eated and it 
~Jill be necessary for the IJla!l1JlTI"'llt 'Go have pe:esQillleJ. for nigl::lt 
;protection of the area, and housixlg at the !JlO!l"!lllent for these per­
sowel ~"ill 'be e!lse:il:!;ial. As long as there is no public clamor 
to "UBe the mcm:u:oont; s:t nie.ll.t, ·~he Pa:;:k Se:r.r:l.ce ~rouJ.d be mse in 
x•ef:!.•e-!n:lne; f:l.•am openi"'g Point l.Qll1S to niglxt;tim,., visita:l;icn. 

3. Services P.;:·ovided OU;!;side of Pa:ek 

The monument is located near the southern ·tip of a peninsula of 
lm1d Jmom1 as Point l.aas. The neare:;'.; facilities and accommoda:t>ions 
available to the :p-a.bUc are s:lx miles :t'l."am the m011lll::l.ent . There arc 
ntuuerous facilities in and around San Diego and they are more ·~an 
adequcr'.;e to accommodate a.l1 v1s:l.tati0:!1· Most of ·clle accommoda:~ions 
have been classed by the ll= Diego Convention and Tourist Bureau as 
good to ezcellen:t. 

Tl:lerG 8:1.'0 no federal ,,.,a s·l:ate aceommodll.ti~:m£ awna'ble near ·the 
molltlllle.J:I!; • 
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( 1) ~leather Data 

Climate 

Te1lrperatu:re 

!~: 86° F. 

Hininrum: 35° F. 

Volume III, Seetion G 
Construction Data 
Pase 2 

Average S1lllllllCr dayonight tempeJ:'atu:re dii'f'erenee: 15° F . 

Jan. Feb. Mar. ~ ~ ~ 

66 68 65 69 75 72 

47 62 51 53 60 55 

~ Aug. ~ Oct;. Nov. Dee. 

Maximum 79 75 74 66 63 54 

62 64 63 54 52 43 

Maximum l:'ecorded velocity: 45 mph. 

Subject to: excessive h1ll1lidity and continuous daily 

11inds varying f'rom 8 to 15 ko.ol;s. 

J\nnual rainf'aJ.l: 14.0; max:!.nrum rate ofihll: 1.64 ph. 

Special climatic requirements: The monument :races the 

ocean on one side with the resuJ..t that buildings and 

such are subject to salt S1J:t'B;V; high hllJllidity 1J:t'evails. 

I 



•• 

• 

(2) Site Dll.ta. 

Volume III, Section G 
Constru(.'tion Data 
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Eleva;!; ion: 378.7', Latitude: 32° 40', County: San Diego. 

To-.Po~a.J)l:cy': ~!Onument area on t o:p of Point Loma 

peninsula has a rolling terrain. Slopes of hillsides 

45° or more, and are subject to erosion. 

Vegetation: The vegetation is chiefly coast chaparral 

with some exotic tree species. Erosion in some :places 

is controlled by iee plant. 

( 3) Soil and FOUlldetion Da:'Ga 

Geol.Qgical description: A Chico formation best describes 

the top 10' of soil. T'.ois formation is a conglomera-

',;ion of sed:i.lllenta-ey deposits coo'Gain.i!lg less thl!ill 

lo% of clay. 

Depth of li!!Ger table: varies fl•om 150' to 200' • 

Hater permeability: slight, mostly runoff • 

Frost penetration: average none • 

Bearing. capacity: 4-,000 pounds per sq'IJ.Ilre foot. 

FOUllde;t.ion t~s us1.l.l'l.1.J.y used in vicinity: spread 

Usual depth oi' founda:hions: 2 to 3 feet. 

Special fOUlldation or soU proble!llS: none. 

stl'"llctUI'al failures due to soil or fOUlldetion design: 

none. 
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( 4) Miscellaueous Design Considerations 

Volume III, Section G 
construction Data 
Page 4 

Hood destroying insects: Termites. Flies. Poisonous 

insects and re:gtiles: Black Widow spiders, :possibly 

rattlesnakes and scorpions. Rabbits, squirrels, a:nd 

rats s;re also present . 

( 5) J\l:'chitectural Influences 

1. Brief s:rchitectural history of development and 

description of construction type in existing 

buildings: The lighthouse is of Cape Cod design 

and fits in perfectly with the coas'cal or seafaring 

theme. 

2. l'Jol;e mzy special his'.;D.rice.l, archeological or 

traditional considerations related to design of 

future buildings: Duo to the proximity of the 

ocean and SeJ1 Diego haroor and ·the fact the ma.aument 

is named after the discoverer of the harbor, Spanish 

architecture or architecture having a =itime theme 

should be incor:porated into the design of future 

buildings. Note: S:pani sh s:rchitec.-twe should 

p:f'edom.inate. 
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(6) Facilities for CcmtVactor's Use 
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Electric pmrer: Voltage: 220; Rate: $.0172 per ~m. 

tfate:r supply, l:'al;e: $ .338 pel' th.ou.s. gals. 

Telephone a=angements to be made nith PMific 

Telephone. 

Rousing anil Mess Facilities: 

Government: Location - None • 

Concessione:;:: L.ocation - ~lone. 

Comm.ereial: L.oca:tion - Point Lama. Distan.ce: 

Six miles • Type : Apt • & Rouse • Ra:te : $90 per llJ.O • 

Trailer Camps: Location - !lwnbor of trailer camps 

nearby. Distance: 8 to 10 miles . Rate: ~>11-5 to 

$60 per mo:a:th. 

Construction Office Space: l!o-.ae. 

Materials sto:rage Space: On site . Cha:!:'gcw: None • 

Nea:rest Railroo.d: City of San Diego, 10 miles. Line: 

Sa:n:t;a Fe; Union Pacific, Chicago Rock Islan.d and 

Pacific; San Diego & Arizona Erurt;e~"ll.. 

Construction Season: .All year. 

( 7) Building Materials 

Building stone: Source: Hazard Products, Inc • 

Dis'Gil.!l.CO f:t>om heao.querters: 10 miles. Kind: vi all 

Rock. Color: Natural - Tan. Qua::;oried, Field, a:nd 
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Sa1red. Flagstone: Source: Razard PJ.·oducts, Inc. 

DistruJ.ce f'rom headquarters: 10 miles. Kind; 5 

kinds. Color: 9 colors. Quality: excellent. 

Cooxse aggregate: SO\.li:'ce: lilission Valley. Distance 

f'rom head.qua.~crs: 10 miles. Crushed rock, Gra-vel, 

clean. Screen !Ul21J.ysis a-vailable: 3/4", 1", 1~" • 

Sand (Concrete): Source: Woodward Sand Co. Distance 

f'rom b.ead.quru"Gers: 10 miles. Im].)1.1Tities - None. 

Sand (:pleste?) : Source: \?ood1~azod Sand Co. Distance 

Analysis available. 

Logs: Source: Hashirlg"Gon or Oregon. None available 

in San Diego. Distance f'rom head.qunrl;ers: 1, 500 

miles. Species: Hhite pine, fir and cedar. Size: 

Point Lama Lmibez- Co. in San Diego. 

Lumber: So'!:!rce: Builder's !<larket. B:Pecies and tYlJ()s 

in each species stoclred: S!;andard and better Douglas 

fir air dried; cJ.ear f'ir kiln dried; const • hem"t 

redtrood air dried; cleur redvood ld..ln IJ.l'ii:ed; No. 2 

Ponderosa pine k!.ln dried. 
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Concrete Bloclw: Razard Products, Inc., San Diego 3, 

California. .IUl ty:pes mail.G locally by distribv.:oor. 

Brick and Tile: (S= s.s above). 

Availability of: 

Pla;;:rl; or 'Gransit mix concret;e: Yes . 

Plan:!; mi.."l: ros.d l'll-:Ycerials: Yes. 

Concrete testing facilities: Yes~ 

All available at Eazm·d Products, Inc., San Diego, 

C" H f ornia • 

Liglr'G <;rcight plaster or concrete aggregate:::: Expo-

stucco Co., 1420 1'1. Palm, San Diego, Califat'Ylia. 

Reinforcing steel: 3/8" - -~" - 5/8" X 20'. 

structural steel: JUl sizes; u. s. S:'Geel Supply. 

O'Gher local bu.ild.ing ma:Gerial of special interest: 

San Diego Prest.l'essed Concrete • 

July 1961 
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Hater f'm" tlw momtr:!Cn'~ is ob'cained through the Ne>vy- Elec:tronics 
Iaboretory who in turn ob'Gains it from tJ:l..e City of Sen DieGo. 

\-i$;l;cr pl'essure in the area fluct'L18:tes. \!hen the nee;;?by ootional 
cemetery uses their sprinl;.linc; system, ~rhich is almost dai:ly, the 
uate~· pressure is rec1uced considerably, of'l;e:a to a vactrum. This 
problem is tem:pora.ry since the City of Sen Diego ~Till construc'c a 
·Hater lins along a monotuent road riQ.xt-of-11S;Y" far· their smrage 
dispos~J plant. At the same tilre lines will be laid t.o the Depw.""~­
ment of' Irri;erior 's salt -t:a:'ve:r co:rJ.version plan'~ SO'Ltbhvrest of ·t;he 
monuroont. The monument •Till be allm1ed to connect :l:ts present and 
:r-.-rt;ure water system to this lins • In vie.r of impending developments 
at tile monument with an attend.a1:rt increased need of vater e.t the 
area for fire protec:tlo:a, syri!ll".ling systems, and visitor use, care 
shoulc1 be taken to see that adequate m:rtel.o lines m"e installed and 
possibly the p<·eseut lines replaced vith larger ones to insure 
ao..equEte unter pressure Et all points of distrilmtion. 

2 o Smmc;e Systeru 

The se~-mge system, built in 1935 by tlw National. Park Service, 
consists of a fov.r-inch tile line ·e;f>proxh"'l!);'cely 1,500 f'ee·c in length 
e~d;cnding from the co::-£or'c s-t~ation 't·ras'c to the occa...11 ec\?:e., IIere 
the se1rar,se pours il:rto ·t;lle ocean and is carried mmy by the tide o 

T'ne system is [;t'avity clra:Lned and no flushillg devices o:;_• treatment 
e...re useCt~ Tl1is system is no{; desirable and studies eJ.:"e now t.mder­
wzy e.s to V.<:iether it 1rould be better to install a se:g'dc tanl;: or 
co,.,nec:t to the nEm city oovmgo plarrt w'z.:tich is to be built in the 
near f'u:l:ure • 

The only stor-LJ. d:r:-aiL1.til/3e and flood control clevic-es -h1 the monu.:1.ent 
a:r·c shci.""G dl"aiu :':.?i?es fi"'IYJJ. the r.ark:i.rle aree.. to surroundi:a.g land= 
sca:ped azoea.s ~ 

Tcr.fKYJ,ra",Dlty of the m"'cc~ is hilly ">Titll slopes uy to 8CJ/J ~ T}J.e soil ia 
a chico forriJErl;ion consistin;:; oc" e" conglo=ation of sedime;:rtm"Y 
cleposit:s 'trhich ccxo:'ca.iu less t;han 1CYP of clay~ 

3 o ~ace 0..:0.<1 Reflwc Disposal 

All refuse :ts &:'c. p1 .. eseut col1ec\:.ed by .. Gr'l..lck tm.d t.aken t.o a:n 
o:pen cl.1.trJ;0 snd bu.rnedo Refuse is collected ·C<t.;icc g 1-rcel: and araOLmts 
to aoo-L!'.; 266 fio:ty~c;allon bar-rels per month. The ch:wp is awned by 

July 19(i:L 
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"o>he militm"J il:!ld is aJ.so 1L'3Cd by them. Reccnrl; canwlai:al;s from locaJ. 
e:i.tizens, hrnrever, ru:'e forciJag the military to close the dllll!P. Con­
sequerrt;ly, ths ~em :norr llll1Zt look fo1• another plsoo to stash 
its trash. 

The Navy Elec:'~ronios labora:'.:;o:ey ].Jlll"cl!.ases pmrer from ths San 
Diego Gas and F..lect1•ic Camp;my far aJ.l govel~!lt inste.lletioB.s on 
Point; Lcmt:>.. The mon'U!l!.-"'llt in t'i.l..?"ll. obtains pouer i~rom the Navy 
Electronics Iliborator.y. 

Supply lines w:e federaJ.:cy- OU'aed c-,nd sre a)l.i;l!'oximately ll,500 feet 
in length. Cooducta;:>s on the first 9,100 feet of m.rerhead line, 
"-"hicll. rulls from tho navy lllectl:'Ollies Labo:rotm"Y to just nOi:'l'.h of 
lllOl11ll!lei!t baunda:l:'ies, az·e tl'lree no. 1 conductars of 12KV' capacity. 
'l".ae l'err<ain1ng 2,400 feet of' line is u.nder&'l:'aund and l"U.)!l.S from the 
ter:min:u.s of' the ove:l!'l'leaa. l:l.:nes ".;o a transformer v!rult jus'.; nOT'th­
ev.st of the o16. llgb.tl:Jno.se. :t(; has a No. 3 co:uductor of 12KV 
capacity, The pcm-er ia tllrough a !lo. 4 bare Coppa:!' t:W.·ee phase 
12,000 volt line :far ths first 9,100 feet. The :c-etJa-lnivg 2,4oo 
feet is No. 4 lead a.'!l.d ru;>aored underg1·ouud cable. Fl•om the trans­
former vault, 1-lhere the poi'J'a'l!" is reduced to 120/240 volts, a 
single phase line, 150 feet in length, carries electric pmrer to 
a meter in the lighthouse. From this mste.J.• lines m>.p;ply electricity 
to Vlll'ious buildings !l:ll.d visitor use 8.1-ea.s in the lll6l:a'llll1GI!t. All 
other agencies on Point L0ma a.:;.•e metered se]?ru:'ately from the mai!l 
:pmrer cable " 

• 21.. Cr.m\lnico:~ions Systcril! 

The !It0ll1.lrile!l.t 's tele;phoue circuit, Num.'ber C 3, is mmed ana. 
maintained by the 1lavy Electl·onies Labora:t;ory. The ditW.. ;phones, 
used solely by the lllOllume!lt, are owed e.:o.d maint;ained by the 
Pacific Telepoo.ae Conrgaey. T'oo pri.l:Jary circuit is a geaunded 100 
;pail·, COJlJ;er • u.ndergraund ar.nored cable 2 .h miles in leng(;h whieh 
:runs ham tile Havy Electronics La'borato:ey S'\Titehboard to a terminsJ.. 
vaul.t southeast of ·l;l:J.e ligh'l:ihouse. J!l•am. thia J.OO :pall· cable the 
ll!o.tr..Jlll.:>I!t rnms a 10 pair, copper, underground foed"'.rlins 150 feet 
l@'!lg ·i;!J.e;t o:x:&ende froo the vaul.t to a j'!lll.ction 'bo..;:: in the light­
hO'u.se • From tho j'!ll:lC'tion box '!lll.dergro'Ul!d olct:;ension lines pr01ticlo 
tele:pho:ae service in the ll.ghth=e and in the present adm:inistra­
·(;ion building. The at;oor feeder line, a'bendouad by the A:t1J:zy' ru:"ter 

July 196:1. 
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the mJ.r and on monument land, is a 200 :pair eop:per, armored, under­
ground cable extending tram near the present administration building 
to the proposed museUJll-visi:l;or center site at the Ballast Point 
OVerlook. This cable, found to be in good working condition ;;hen 
tested during the early :part of 1961, is 150 to 175 yards in length 
and needs on:!,y to be connected to the existing 100 pair cable for 
use. There is no mtitcllboa.rd connected to mon=nt lines • 
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5. Base Surveys for Interpretive and Management Use 

No base surveys have been made for tb.a erea. Those required 
incluo.e a Hirrtorica.l Site; SU?Vey, au.d a vegetative cover survey 
uhich IU"'C to be <lone by monuw.ent personnel in the near future . 

6 • Ol;her Swve;rs 

Surveys required are to include a lrildlife st1Tifey, a fire 
:lf.I'Otcction survey, and a:N;er '~he coruJtruction of the mu.seUlll­
viei·~or center, a survey on all aspects of traffic flow and 
visitor usc . 

July 1961 
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no. 1. To:poe;ra.l'h.ic Surveys at present are complete and up~to- date 
and no f'urtl:un· surveys w.·e required. 

No. 2. Bounilm-y Surveys a!"e conect aud up-to-dcte uitb. no fu?"Gher 
additions or car1·ections needed. 

No. 3. Reconnaissance Surveys need to be brough'G up-to-date on 
reeds, trails, and underground utilities due 'i>o :r;xro:Posed develo:P­
ments under MISSION 66. !ifo macter plan surveys fcrff the proposed 
wed: are present;:cy available • 

Uo. 4. The existing AS BUILT SURVEYS drmm in 1949 need extensive 
revising. Since tll.a:'G time the cons'i:ruction of a ne~r parkil:lg area, 
the f!,ddition of 80.1 acres, and O"Gher changes have made present 
dra:trlngs inadequate • 


