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PREFACE

Public use data for Acadia National Park is available from 1919 — 2010. Different
methods have been used over this time period to estimate public use. The most recent
changes were made in 1971, when park staff instituted an estimator that used 80% of
traffic at Thompson Island with a 3.5 persons per vehicle multiplier; and in 1990 when
the current system was implemented.

The current system is based on traffic counters (metal detectors embedded in the
pavement) at Sand Beach and Schoodic that are operated by the Denver Service Center
Traffic Division. The Traffic Division also operates a traffic counter on the Paradise Hill
Road near the Route 233 overpass of Route 3, but this is not used for estimating public
use. Based on questionnaires administered by Dr. Robert Manning of the University of
Vermont, there are adjustments made for each month for number of persons-per-vehicle,
nonrecreation use, and the percent of visitors that do/do not trip the Sand Beach traffic
counter on a given day. Visitation for Schoodic, Isle au Haut, and busses are added in.
Detailed public use counting instructions were prepared for this system and are available
in park files (dated February 12, 1992).

Hourly and daily counts from Sand Beach and Schoodic are automatically sent to Denver
via modem and phone lines. Each month, the Traffic Division faxes the monthly counts
to the park, and park staff enter the appropriate numbers from them and from park
sources (e.g. camping, busses, Isle au Haut) into the NPS Public Use Reporting website
managed also by the Denver Service Center. A Monthly Public Use Report for Acadia is
then generated, and other reports are available as well.

In 2005, park staff revised the counting methods slightly for factors within their purview

. —busses, Isle au Haut, nonrecreation visits — to more accurately represent public use. No
changes were made to the visitation numbers generated by the traffic counters at Sand
Beach and Schoodic. A report of these changes is available in park files (dated November
18, 2004) and on the Public Use Reporting website. Missing from this revision, and -

~ missing since 1999, is any estimate of park use via the Island Explorer bus system. Such
an estimate is complex and requires further social science research. Thus, park recreation
use has been underestimated since then.

This report summarizes 2008, 2009, and 2010 visitor use and compiles visitor use data

from 1919 — 2010 and 1990 - 2010. Methods are not reported but are available in park
files as noted above.
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SUMMARY OF TABLES

In this compilation of Public Use Data we summarize data for 2008, 2009, and 2010 and
tabulate data for 1919 — 2010 and 1990 — 2010 for easy comparison. This data is stored in
an Excel spread sheet file (CondensedMonthlyDataSummary.xlsx), and what follows are
copies of annotated worksheets from those files. These worksheets include:

1. Acadia Annual Recreation Visits from 1990 — 2010 in graphic and numeric formats
with numeric and percent change from year to year in the table. The largest percent
increases and decreases are listed. The mean annual percent change is listed for three
time periods. Using 1990 as a baseline, we also show the percent difference from the
baseline (1990) of the highest and lowest years, and the percent difference between the
highest and lowest years.

2. Acadia National Park Total OVemight Stays in graphic and numeric format with
numeric and percent change from year to year in the table.
3. Acadia National Park Monthly Recreation Visits 1990 - 2010 in graphic and numeric
format with means, minimums, and maximums for each month.

4. Acadia National Park Annual Recreation Visits 1919 — 2010.

5. Acadia National Park Annual Recreation Visits 2010, 2009, and 2008 with detailed
visitation information for: MDI, Schoodic, IAH, and busses; nonrecreation visits for MDI
and Schoodic; commercial bus use and concession bus use (from entrance station data);
overnight stays for RVs, tents and groups for BW, SW, and IAH; IAH day use and
individual campers; and Island Explorer passengers.




Acadia National Park Annual Recreation Visits 1990 - 2010
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In July 2010 we reached our 50
3 ' . millionth visitor since 1990. We are
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Acadia National Park Total Overnight Stays

1990 - 2010
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Note we will hit our 3 millionth camper
since 1990, probably in October at BWCG.




Acadia National Park Monthly Recreation Visits 1990 — 2010

399,789

Notes: Wide variation between max and min for every month; high data variability; more variability in wmter A
Max-min difference for August nearly 240,000; biggest declines appear from May- -October




Acadia National Park Monthly Recreation Visits 1990 - 2010
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Acadia National Park Monthly Recreation Visits 1990 - 2010
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Acadia National Park Monthly Recreation Visits 1990 - 2010
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| Acadia National Park Monthly Recreation Visits 1990 - 2010
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Acadia National Park Monthly Recreation Visits 1990 - 2010
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Acadia National Park Monthly Recreation Visits 1990 - 2010
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Acadia National Park Annual Recreation Visits 1919 — 2010

Acadia NP
Total
Year Recreation
Visits
1919 64,000 1967 2,102,000
1920 66,500 1968 2,303,300
1921 69,836 1969 2,489,800
1922 73,779 1970 2,776,300
1923 64,200 1971 2,101,100
1924 71,758 1972 2,285,881
- 1925 73,673 1973 2,394,000
1926 101,256 1974 2,335,800
1927 123,699 1975 2,380,500
1928 134,897 1976 2,353,300
1929 149,554 1977 2,734,600
1930 154,734 1978 2,684,933
1931 162,238 1979 2,787,366
1932 237,596 1980 2,779,666
1933 262,712 1981 2,997,972
1934 - 275,956 1982 3,572,114
1935 316,114 1983 4,124,639
1936 340,393 1984 3,734,763
1937 383,036 1985 3,745,570
1938 394,319 1986 3,929,054
1939 396,468 1987 4,288,154
1940 382,084 1988 4,502,283 |
1941 409,961 1989 5,440,952 f
1942 36,544 1990 2,339,586 Change methods
1943 8,246 1991 2,475,857 _ ﬂ
1944 12,916 1992 2,382,113 '
1945 . 20,200 1993 2,656,034
1946 382,390 1994 2,710,749
1947 434,069 1995 2,845,378
1948 420,846 1996 2,704,831 |
1949 438,584 1997 2,760,306 . ‘ g
1950 485,220 1998 2,594,497
1951 518,556 1999 2,602,227 |
1952 549,075 2000 2,469,238
1953 556,195 2001 2,516,551 |
1954 553,800 2002 2,556,533
1955 655,000 2003 2,431,062 |
1956 735,500 2004 2,207,852
1957 858,900 2005 2,051,502
1958 816,500 2006 2,083,581
1959 755,900 2007 2,202,228
1960 1,638,200 2008 2,075,857
- 1961 1,574,600 2009 . 2,216,250
1962 1,601,500 2010 2,504,977
1963 1,864,800 145,256,183

1964 2,011,600
1965 1,733,600
1966. 2,158,400
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Acadia National Park Recreation Visits 2010

Recreation Visits 2010

R

Individual Campers

Island Explorer
Passengers

er

Nuii=no data coliected or available, or closed facility/operation; 0=zero T - : P

R closed in winter ; H
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Acadia Natibnal Park Recreation Visits 2009

"Recreation Visits 2009

75630 3.30%

Overnight Stays (camper
nights)

kwoods Tent Camping

island Explorer
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,,,,, =

Null=no data collected or available, or close:
PLR closed in winter
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Acadia National Park Recreation Visits 2008

Recreation Visits 2008 | fay; : " Aug Nov. 2 Total %
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Hllnd‘!‘\ndual Campers
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Null=no data collected or available, or closed fécilitxlgperation; 0=zgro
PLR closed in winter
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