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In the month of February, just eight years after Abraham 

Lincoln v7as born :i.n a humble cabin, e. I~eg1•o child 1·7as born on 

Maryland's Eastel"n Shore in even more louly circumstances. He 

lifted hiznself up from bondage, taught himsel:f to read and 1·Trl.te, 

and became e. noted figure in American li:fe as the :foremost. 

spokesman for an oppressed people e.nd as a champion of the rights 

of man. 

1 I Early Life 

Once \·Then Frederick Douglass ,.,as asked ivhen and t-rb.ere he 

11a.s born, he replied: .,I cannot ans1-rer... Slaves have no family 

records." All that the biographer can say of his orig:in is that 

he i.JaS born as Frederick Augustus \-lashington Baily, sometime in 

February 1817, some,-There in Tuckahoe 1 Talbot County~ Maryland, 

the son o:r an unkno-vm uhi te father and Harriet Baily, a slave. 2 

He never knew his father and his kncnrledge o:f his mother 

vTas "very sce.nty. 11 He lived with his grandmother, and aJ.o~ i·Tith 

cousins, brothers and sisters, led a simple existence on the fringes 

of slavery and the "torld. At the age of seven, Douglass 1-1as taken 

several miles from his birthplace to the home of his ma.Gter, 

Captain Aaron Anthony, a slaveholder and general ov-erseer :for 

Colonel Ed:t-Tard Lloyd, a. prosperous lliaeyla.nd \meatg:ro"\·rer o 

Douglass' life on the tJ.oyd plantation consisted primarily 

of running errands and performing simple chores. Hmrever, he 'ola.S 

'"1 tnessing for the :first time the harsher aspects o-r slavery, 

i·Thich rounded out :full depth and meaning to the term 11 slave... He 

"l'ri;tnessed the early da'm "i'logging of a. young 1·roman '\o7hose screams 



and l ·tam flouinz blood 1·rere to rer.'lfliu a life-loP.g ra.emor-.t. He 

learned the meaning of cold i'rom the meager. allm·ra.nce of clothing 

received for ~ervice in all seasons and realized the constant 

pangs of hunger vrhe~ the master's tabl.e 'VTaS overladen. In suf~ 
. '• 

:rering the everyday humiliations of slavery, perplexing questions 

began to exercise the po1·rers of his child's mind. "\-Jhy <~:r:: I a 

slave? Hhy are some people slaves, and others masters? Has there 

ever a time '1-Then this '\·Tas not so?" 

LiVing near his master's house presented the opportunity for 

a more rewarding experience--that of re-union with his mother for 

the first tim.e since his birth. Their meetings 1-1ere infrequent 

and usually late, circumstances dictated by her condition as a 

field hand on a plantation tuelve miles distant. The association 

~1a.a brief, ending '\-Tith her death only a felT months later. Only 

shadmzy memories reruained but it lTaS enough for him to have 

learned that he was not merely a child but a child of someone. 

A significant turn in Douglass' life occurred in the summer 

of 18257 1vhen he uas sent to the Auld household in Baltimore. He 

:found in .Baltimore that treatment of a city slave differed greatly 

from the hard life ~ed by the p~antation Negro. On one occasion, 

hearing his new mistress readillg aloud, he :persuaded her to teach 

him to read. She complied 'Hi th his 1V"ishes expect:l.ng l;ler husband 

to be pleased.. Th~ lessons "t-rere abruptly ended hmrever, 1-rith the 

masterts angry shout that "learning '\>rould spoil the beet n __ r in 

the 1·!0rld. 11 I~onetheless his appetite had been \Thetted and through 

astute questioniug of his '\-Thi te playmates he continued to educate 
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himself. .A.ll that he lear~ed impressed him with the terrible 

l"eali ty, "J: am· a Slave for life." After purchasing the Columbian 

Orator, his reading of the dialogues and speeches it contained 

enlightened him further as to the nature and t!haracter of slavery • 

and awakened in him a hope that liberty might be the right of 

every man. 

In this state of mind he was returned to plantation life 

and hired out to a professional slave-breaker who deemed thut a 

weekly flogging ~ the proper method of conditioning the seventeen-

year-old lad. After six months Dougla.ss 1 in despera·;..ion, reversed 

the procedure end overceme bodily the master ,.rho 'tffiS po'l-rerless 

to carry out his violent in·tentions. Thus bested, the rJaster 

attempted no more :floggings and '"ras content to remain quiet on 

this incident lthich would have ruined his reputation as a slave-

breaker. 

Douglass ua.s ne.'tt hired out to a master of' a much kinder 

temperament and he came to realize that the slave uhen overworked, 

starved and brutalized, valued only life, but 't·rhen be received 

better treatment he yearned tor freedom. vlithin a month he, in 

concert ,.Tith several other slaves, laid plans i'or escape. The 

attempt failed due to the betrayal. of their plans and for a ,.reek 

they suffered ignominious treatment at the hands of slave traders 

while awaiting desposition tram prison. 

To his great surprise he 't·tas returned to Hugh Auld in 

Baltimore instead of being shipped to the Deep South. He became 

a journeyman calker and in time 'td th the aid of money, friends 
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and his developed aegaci ty, bade an illegal :fare1vel1 ·co Baltimore 

and slavery. Having made good his escape to Nevr Yo!'k1 he 1-1as 

aided by David Ruggles, the Secretary o~ the Ne1v- York Vigilance 
~- . 

Committee. He and Anna Murl"t'..\Y, a free Negto irho 'liad helped him 

escape, 't·rere married and set on their iffi.Y to the Nathan Johnson 

House of Nei·r Bedford, Massachusetts. 

Here the neiY"lyweds started a n~.r life 1-ri.th the ne'i-T nallle 

Douglass, as suggested by Johnson. Douglass sought work as a 

calker but could not be employed because 't'lhi te laborers refused 

to 'iiork vTi th him. Laying aside the tools ot his trade he bo:rr~ved 

a '\vood-horse and saw f'rom Johnson and f'or the nex·c three years 

"t-Torked at any task he could find. He averaged only a dollar a 

day but the money vias shared "'rith no master. His 'i·1ife, "tvorking 

as a. domestic, contributed to the task of eking out an existence. 

Their financial hardships '\-Tere lightly born in freedom. 

II The Garrisonian 

He soon made himself a part of the Negro col:lllluni ty -vrhen he 

diseovered that prejudices vrere not confined to the South. Fou:r 

months after his arrival, a copy of vlilliam Lloyd Garrison's 

Liberator came into his hands. He became a regular subscriber~ 

and as he later stated, the paper became his meat and his drink. 

He studied its principles and Philosophy and increasingly became 

involved in the a.boli tionist activities o~ the Ne't>T Bedford Negroes. 

As a. delegate from Nel'r Bedford to the annuaJ. meeting of the 

Bristol Anti-Slavery Society, Douglass came to the attention of 
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t.he great abolitionist leaders of the day. yfhen he uas called 

upon to speSk1 though 1irembling and ill at ease, he spoke with 

such deep sincerity and pot·Ter of his mm life as a slave that 

the assembly "1-786 deeply n1oved. Ifext, Garrison• himself, using 

Douglass' remarks as his text, delivered a rousing indictment of' 

the institution of slavery. Before the convention adJourned 

Douglass uas persuaded to become an active lecturer for the 

organization. Doubting his own ability, he agreed to work for 

the society for only three months, but events were to shO\·T hovr 

greatly he had underrated himself. It proved in fact to be the 

launching of a great career. 

For the next ten years, Douglass was to participate in the 

Garrisonian schOol. of abolitionist activities. He joined this 

movement at a time l-Then his services were needed as an ans1ver to 

the increasingly successtul barrage of propaganda formulated by 

slaveholders 1n defense of their "peculiar institution." They 

emphasized the divine orlg1n and sanction of slavery, and argued 

that the system 'W8B actually beneficial to the Negro, l-Those 

condition 'WaS tar better than the factory ~rorker of the North. 

AB an agent Frederick Douglass was the American Anti-Slavery 

Society's answer to these assertions and to the charge that the 

abolitionists 'rere ignorant ot slavery as it really existed. In 

his numerous speeches he told his story with unquestionable 

authority as "a late graduate for the peculiar institution with 

his diploma written on his back." His effectiveness lva.s evidenced 

by an immediate response to hia lectures. But he llB.S unable to 
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parrot the 16ame story over and over. He ua.s driven by fertile 

mind to explore the deeper significance o~ the issues even in 

the face of the ~ea.ders' admoni tiona to "leave the philosophy to 

us." Nor did he confi.ne his invective to slav~ry but carried 
i 

the battle to Northern prejudices, reminding his audience of his 

personal experiences with discrimination in railroad cars, in 

seeking jobs and even in the church. "You degrade us," he cried, 

nand then ask why we are degraded-- you shut our mouths, and then 

ask why we don • t speak.-- you close your colleges and seminaries 

against us, and then ask why we don't know more.u3 He could no 

longer echo the :f'amilia.r abolitionist lectures. From personaJ. 

experience he shared the degradation of his people and in burning 

1ndigna tion S:J?Qke out as their voice. 

After lecturing in Eastern J.1a.ssachusetts in the interest of 

the two leadi.Dg abolition journals he, with a small band of anti-

slavery orators, turned his attention to Rhode Island to prevenJG 

the. passage of the Dorr constitution. 1he instrument proposed to 

limit suttrage to white male citi~~s, thus disenfranchising 

Negroes l-7ho bad theretofore voted in the state. His labor vas 

rewarded with the defeat of the Constitution and the retention 

of' Negro suffrage. 

In 18431 the New England Anti-Sl.avery Society laid plans to 

advance their vork by conducting a series of one hundred conven-

tiona in six states. Douglass was assigned as an agent in this 

campaign and plunged into the difficult work under conditions ot 

extreme hardship. He conducted meetings in hostile surroundings, 



suffering the deris i on and insults of the audiences and physlcal 

brutality at· the h~nds of the mobs. 

But as the \Tork moved forward, Frederick Douglass grerr. He 

studied constantly in his ·free time and benefited from. the , ; 

association with such men as Ga.rrlson, Phillips, Gay and others 

vTho at the time were the giant intellects o:r the movement. 

His develoJ.Dent ea a great orator and thinker lm.s so rapid 

that notices began to appear expressing doubts that he had even 

been 1n bonde.ge. A .Philadel.phia correspondent \T.rote in the 

Libe:rator in 1844: 

"Many persons in the aucU.ence seemed unable to 
credit the statements which he gave o:r himself, 
and could not believe that he vas actually a slave. 
How a man, only six years out of bondage, and who 
had never gone to school a day in his life, could 
speak with such eJ.oquence--with such precision of 
language and I>O'fer4 of thought .. -they were utterly at 
a loss to devise. 11 

Douglass realized that these increasing notices vrould 

strictly limit his effectiveness in the anti-slavery cause. He 
# 

had· purpose:f'ull.y retrained fi'om divulging details on bis origins 

in s,\avery, his master's name and the method of his escape, since 

enforcement of the fugitive slave law could be prevented only 

here and there by locaJ. sentiment. Nevertheless e.t this time he 

resolved to vrite his experiences and despite the admonition of 

Hendell Phillips to throw the manuscript in the fire, his Narrative 

of the Life of Frederick Do~s was published in May 1845.5 

The work was more than ·the conventional slave autobiography, 

tor in graphic simplicity, the dramatic incidents were fused l<r.i.th 

/ 
logical arguments that made 1 t a power:t'ul expose. It was an 
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i.Imllediate bl!st.-seller and having been translated into French and 

Ger.man received high praise 1n notices both in America and abroad.6 

The resul·ting immediate and lri.despread ident.ification of 

himself and his forrAer master made his stay in iuaerica perilous. 

To avoid recapture and to carry t.he ant.i .. slavery cause to t.he 

world he set saU tor England.. His two years ,.,ork on the lecture 

plat.for.m in England and Ireland 1n association with refor-m move­

ments and their leaders added both to his personal developaent 

and internat.ionaJ. reputation. He returned from his tour 1 not only 

as a renowned voice tor t'reedom but as a free man in fact, made 

possible by his English friends who had purchased his manumission. 

III Champion of Libertl 

Uhen, in 1847, Douglass arrived in America more than his 

legal status was changed. Ifurtured in the tenets of moral suasion, 

t.he fonner bondsman had been a faithful servant to t.he Garrisonian 

ca~e. His trip abroad had bro\.!Sht him in contact with new ideas, 

viel18, and men. His horizons were no longer circumscribed by the 

narrm.,. confines of Puritan fanaticism. 

The breach with his erstwhUe mentor widened vhen Douglass 

established his awn newspaper. It became increasingly obvious 

to Douglass that he could no longer accept Garrison's doctrinaire 

rejection ot polit1cal abolitionism nor his intemperate attacks 

on organized religion. Finally 1 he could not accept the program 

of disunion advocated by the 1oore rabid elements in Garrison's 

camp. 
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Douglass, by 1851, completed his break with the Ame!':l.can 

Anti-Slavery Society, arguing that political weapons had theiT 

place in the ~rsenal ot abolitionism ~~d that to rely solely on 

moral suas5.on was to court disaster. He urged tlte battle to be 

fought on all :f':ronts with all weapons. In this approach he had 

the support of the larger part of abolition sentiment, particularly 

that of the Gerrit Smith school of thought. 

By breaking with Garrison and 1n adopting the views of the 

Iiew York philanthropist, Douglass showed he preferred flexibility 

to intransigence 1 practicality to prillciples ~ and success to 

martyrdom. "The Civil \-1ar proved that in renouncing Garrison • & 

radical doctrine ••• he showed himDelf' a more practical, fa.rsigb-l;ed, 

and useful :f'ighter."7 The pragmatic approach was well ~1ithin the 

American tradition, and, by taking that path, Douglass showed 

himself' to be the son of his nation, as well as oi' his race. 

In 184-7, Douglass :founded his newspaper, The North Star, to 

f'ultill the need for a purely Negro press which vould speak. with 

authority. By 1851, the National Negro Convention resolved that 

his Rochester orgen~ renamed Frederick Dol§l:ass' Paper, had met 

this need.8 

Douglass brought to his Journalistic career those high 

standards of perfoxmance which had characterized his oratory . 

The articles which appeared in his publications, accordiog t o a 

contemporary evaluation, "rank with anything ever written :for the 

American press 1 n9 and the paper itself "stood comparison with the 

best-edited weeklies of the ante-bellum period. nlO Though foun.ded 
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with the money supplied by English friends and subsidized in :part 

through the ·generosity of Gerrit Smith, the paper consistently 

bore the imprin·t of its editor. In ·that era of ~rsonal Jou.rnal.ism, 

the DouglaSs publications stood forth as a credit to the man and 

his race. 

Douglass did not confine his literary talents to his newspaper. 

My Bondage e.nd Itr Freedom, a sequel to his l.B45 Narrative, appeared 

in 1.855· As 'td.th ita predecessor, it is "immeasurable better 

than any previous narrative" which can be credited to Negro 

authorsh1p.11 The reader is cap·t.ured by the "uniformJ.y virile 

1.2 
and sonorous" style in which the author successfully subordinates 

his anti-slavery arguments to the plot without diminishing their 

remarkable poignancy. l3 The books were among the most ef'fecti ve 

'\-Tea.pons in the anti .. slaveey cruse.de.14 

In J.Blt.l, ''in Frederick Do~a the aboliti,on crusade had 

15 
tound the ideal ore tor." Perfecting his teclmique in the 50's, 

Douglass became "the tmri val.ied orator of his rece" and thereby 

achieved a level of accomplishment which fev have challenged and 

none have aet.16 He was one of three men lfho "did most for 

American Negro literature between l84o and 1.865"17 
and in his 

oratory that literature, aside from its folk songs, reached its 

highest plane.
18 

Douglass' concern tor the slave did not overshadow his work 

1n behalf of the Northern freedman. His anti-slavery agitation 

spilled over into participation in the Underground Railroad, into 

campaigns to end segregation in schools, and into the fight tor 
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the franchise. In adviaing his people on the :role of education, 

he said, nThe education of ·che hands must precede that of the 

hee.d."
19 

This. conviction led him to join Harriet. Beecher StovTe 

1n he.r efforts to establish a college designed 11Q train negroes 

in the manual trades and thereby encourage racial self-sufficiency. 

It ,.ras an educational phUoso~ that ws to reach its zenith a 

ha.lf' .. century later under the stewardship of Booker T. Washington. 

In that pre-Civil \-Tar era of social ferment Douglass was 

drawn to those humanitarian movements which thrived along side 

ot1 and sometimes 1n conjunction with, the anti-slavery crusade. 

The agitation over capital punishment, 1·rorld peace, homestead 

legislation, and even the Chartist movement received his active 

encouragement. His reform 1mpu.l.se inevitably led him to support 

the temperance movement and the struggle for woman suffrage. \'lith 

the fo:nner he carried on .but a mild flirtation; but he was among 

the most ardent advocates of' women's rights and he played a 

sigriificant role in ~1e pioneering Seneca FdllS convention of 

1848. Douglass recognized neither color nor sex '\orhere human 

rights were concerned. 

After leaving the Garrisonian wing of the abolitionist 

movement, Douglass maintained his flexibility in method ot 

operation. Once he committed himself' to the doctrines ot po~itical 

abolitionism, he supported a variety of political parties. He 

supported candidates be they Free Boilers, Liberty Party man, 

Republicans, or Radical Abolitionists. His loyalty to his race 

l>Tas not sacrificed to partisanship. This lack of the doctrinaire 
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in his ;political. make-up allOlied him to aup;port those who were 

anti-slavery men but who reJected abolitionism. He was disap­
i. 

pointed ,.,her1 the Republicans in 1860, tailed to pledge themselves 

to the eradication of slavery. However, ~rith the election of 

Abraham Lincoln, he saw the political power o~ the slave states 

maasurably reduced and he took comfort in the kno~rledge that he 

bad helped to ensure the victory. 

Though zealous in .freedom • a cause, Douglass possessed the 

saving grave or realistic recognition of circumstances. This 

facet of his mentality was nowhere better illustrated than in his 

role in the 1859 raid on Harpers Ferry. Douglass first met 

John Brown in 18lfa. He admired Brown for his strong religious 

convictions and through the years entertained the crusader in 

his home and succored him tinancial.ly. However, when B~~n urged 

Douglass to join him on the raid into Virginia# Douglass not only 

refused to participate in the madness, but also ea.rnestiy strove 

to dissuade Brown. Douglass failed in diverting the zealot from 

his martyrdom. ~Jhen the raid was crushed, Douglass was seriously 

i.mlllicated. At llis friends • urgings 1 he fled the countey as a 

fugitive from Justice. 
20 

Douglass had seen Brown's act as "basically moral," but 

recognized 1 t as also being most unwise. The colored orator chose 

to fight another day and when the Union hosts marched to '\-78r 

singing of John Brown's body, Douglass lived to lead the crusade 

1n blood inaugurated by the martyr o£ Harpers Ferry. 
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IV Civil Har -- The Ending and Beg1nn.1.!?§ 

t-lhen the news came that Fort Sumter had been tired upon, 

21 
Douglass greeted it w'i.th the ' ·Tords, "God be praised!" He -was 

certain that· now there lTOuld be no tu:ming back;~ tbut the insti-

tut:lon of slavery vas certain to tall in the ensuring :fratricidal 

conflict. Douglass re-dedicated himself' to ensuring the destriction 

of human bondage in America. 
22 

For Douglass, the war, "a struggle tor humanity," called 

:for a two ... fold attack; the war must result in a triumph over 

slavery and it must be won through the use of Negro troopso Under-

standably, the Negro leader had little patience with the initial 

policies of' Abraham Lincoln. Douglass could not sympathize with 

those who desired merely to preserve the Union, and 'Who cared not 

whether the slaves vere treed 1n the processo Lincoln's policies 

drove the orator to speak of the umoml blindness, intatuation 

23 
and helpless imbecility" of an administration which refused to 

accept abolitionism u a primary lml" aim. Those vho spoke in te:rms 

of moral imperatives scorned the administration for saeking the 

expedient, and uol. the Just 1 so.l.utions. 

Douglass railed ae;ainst a government which returned fugitive 

slaves to their Southern masters, vhich refused to make use of 

Uegro soldiers, and which consistently blocked subordinate generals 

1n their attempts to issue proclamations of emancipation .as war 

measures. Hitb other Wlt1-slavery leaders, I»usJ.ass caJoled~ 

pressured, and threatened; but Lincoln was unmoved. Only when 

abolition would be compatible With che demands of a l-Tar to preser-1/'e 

the Union,. would Lincoln act. 
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Hit.h th~ cm..:.ing of the E:uancipa:t:!.on P:roclame:l:.ion, Dou~lacs 1 

relations 'I·Ti th the Presiden.t ret.'l.ched a. signal tm."Ding po:tnt. 

Unli.k.e w.any of' the aboli tim:datG, Douglass accepted the Procla­

rua:tion aa a step tol·raro. makin~ the conflict a• l-10.1"' againa·c slavery. 

He i'elt a neu spirit -vrould pervade the <m.r ef'.fort5 As Union 

soldiers had previoualy :fought to pl"eSel·ve t.he Union, they \·!ould 

no'\>T also fight to rn.a.ke men free • 

Douglass now turned to the Gecond a:i..!ll in his dl'i ve for N'eg1•o 

rights.. 'l'he use of Negro troops in the Union Amy ~Tas, to 

Douglass• mind, imperative. It was an essential step t.oi.Ja!.1 d ·cha 

realization of the full equality of hi.s people. 

l..fithin a year of the E:tnancipe:tion Proclamation) I..:incoln 

ca.J~ed for the creation of Negro regiments. In compliance, the 

Governor of' ltfussachusetts commenced a campaign to recruit :Negro 

battalions, and called u.pon· Douglass ·t,o elicit Negro sup:POrt :.l.n 

this effort. Af'ter sixteen yea.'!:s of continuous publication, 

Douglass interrupted his journalistic career and took to the 

lecture tl'a11. By use o'£ hie gifts o:f oratory, ;persuasion, and 

leadel"Ship., he persuaded scores of :freedmen to enlist in the 

cau.&e of their nation and of their race. T\-ro of Douglass ' sons 

joined with other Negroes and black Boys in Blu.e marched to join 

their white comrades at the front. 

The battle i'or making abolit.:i.on a l-Ta.r aim and :for making 

use o:f Negro troops waa 'tron but the ivar for equal treatment and 

just.ice t.urned to new fronts and t.he battle "tottts to be joined 

again and again on new battlefields. 
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Douglaaa .protested the unjust treatment of Negro troops. 

He deplored iilequalities in pay, the lack of Negro officers, the 

slowness of' promotion of' riegro soldiers, and the. refusal to 
retaliate against southern treatment of Negro prisoners-of-war. 

As he demanded immediate re:f'onns ll'ith regard to treatment of 

Negroes, he did no~ lose sight of the long-range demands of his 

people. Free schools, the right to vote, .and equality bef'ore 

the la'tf 6 were more than demands for Negro rights~ they were 

demands f'or human rights. 

Relentlessly, Douglass pressed these demands on the President, 

on ·Congress 6 and on the people. lAB the election of 1864. approached, 

other abolitionists who thought as did Douglass, sought a candi• 

date more militant than Lincoln and more firmly dedicated to the 

principles of Negro equality. Although the war had led Douglass 

to make an uneasy peace with the Garrisonians 1 with whom he had 

diff~red in the past, Douglass hesitated to move agat.nst Lincoln. 

Although Lincoln refused to act precipitously, Douglass felt 

the .President moved steadily in the right direction. Further, if 

Lincoln vas not supported, the election could resUlt 1n a Demo" 

cra.t:t.c, if not a ·•copperhead," triumph. These consideratiOns", 

plus his unwillicgness to challenge his people's growing affection 

tor "Father Abraham., ·r as ,.,ell as his appreciation of' Lincoln • s per­

sonal attentions to himself, led Douglass to support the Republican 

ticket in 1864. Lincoln's victory was Do1.18lasS • Vindication. 

Hhen Lincoln broke preceden·t and personally received the :fomer 
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slave at the Inaugural reception, Douglasa' hopes for his race 

,.rere magnified as tms his fai'th in Lincola' s leadership in the 

years to come ~ 

~Tith Lincoln's assassination, these hopes l·Tere shn.ttered. 

\-lith Booth's act the nation lost its President, the race lost 

its benefactor, and Douglass lost his friend. The cry for 

vengeance ,.,.ent abroad in the land, and Douglass' voice uas 

heard in the appeals 1 not for reconciliation, but tor thorough 

reconstruction. 

Shortly after the assassination, Douglass received :from 

Mrs.. Lincoln the President r s wald1ng cane. It had been Lincoln's 

desire to present to the Negro leader some personal symbol of 

the respect with t-Thich he regarded Douglass. Although the gesture 

touched his heart, probably more comforting to Douglass were the 

reports thl:A.t Lincoln bad spoken ot him as u ••• one of the most 

meritorious men, if not the rnost meritorious man in the United 

Sta~s. "24 

l-11 t.h T,1.n.,oln t s legacy and with Linool.n' o vol."'d.G to accompany 

h1m1 Douglass again took up his burden and drove on in his search 

for a world in which, no lll&tter how humble his origin--whether 

he had been born in bondage or born in backwoods poverty~ a man 

could find his rightful place 1n the sun. 

v Elder Statesman 

Af'ter Appomattox Douglaes maintained his position as the 

outstanding spokesman for his race. H(, scorned the ameliorative 
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efforts of Jmdreu Johnson and vigorously supported the Radical 

Republicans .in thej.r progl'am of Reconstruction. Negro sufi':cnge 

became his primary concern and u:tth the ra:~i:ficattou of t.he 

Fifteenth A;mendment he sau ·the las·t aigni:ficant triumph of ~lih.'3 
I 

campaign upon which he had embarked in 1841. He also labm:ed. 

for Negro homestead legisl.a:cion, t-ras ac~d.ve in the Negro labor 

union movement, and served his race a.s the President of the 

Freedrfl.a.n' s Bank. However: iu these years the Negro tound 

victories turning to ashes in his mouth as the tl"iU111phs became 

:fe~·rer and successes less stable. 

During the tragic era of Reconstruction, Douglass became 

convj.nced the future ot the Negro lay with the Republican Party. 

Clos1.ng his eyes to the scandals in the Grant Adr.linistra.~~ion, he 

time and e.gain rall.ied I~egro vot,ers to the party of Lincoln. 

Ha.vine; served as a party "rheelhorae, Douglass in 1872, moved to 

the Nation •s Capital in the hope o! garnering the plums of 

patronage. li':l ve years later vhen Hayes succeeded to the p:res:i.dency, 

Douglass' patience vias rewarded. Although the Republicans had 

al.H·Antl.o:ned the southern Uegl"' in the Compromise of 1877, they 

appointed Douglass to the Office of United States Marshal of the 

District of Co~umbia. 

The prestige ot the appointment as the District of ColUtJ.b:!.a' s 

first Negro I\1arshal pleased Douglass immensely and the light 

duties of office all.owed him a leisure he had never before 

experienced. Although he continued his activity on the lecture 

plat:fonn he 1-ras no longer required to devote six months to th0 
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grueling traveling schedule. His improved economic situation, 

resulting i~ part from fat lecture fees, enabled }'l..im to purchaze 

Cedar Hill, a 20-room house and 15-acre estete situated in 

Anacostis.. ·lie ncn-1 was able. to rna:1..nta.in a huge c9rrespond.ence_, 

and spend time with his ?amily. 

He con·tinued to receive great honors, as in 1879 "\·then his 

bust v1S.S placed in Sibley Hall at the Untve~1.ty of HochesterQ 

Often, he 1·1as invited to speak at prominent gatherings, and 

would accept 1-!1 th the "TS.rni..ng that he ~rould bring the 11coJ.ored 

man'' tTith him. Yet in improved- circumstances he was less mrare 

of the terrible hardships of his people. 

Douglass had been criticized for his silence in the closing 

years of Reconstruct.ion uhen all. that had been achieved :for the 

Negro was being wiped out 1-rhile the Republican Party did nothing 

to prevent it. He was silent stj.lJ. when President Hayes ordered 

the removal of troops which resulted in the abandonment of the 

~legrq in Southern States. llhile his persona.l. fo1-tunes rose the 

Negroes t conditions degenerated to the depths of a ne"t-T form o-r 

slavery vTith t-rhich Douglass was not in ·touch. 25 The Negro in the 

South ·t-Ta.s disenfl-anchised by force, intililidat1on and a. system of 

discriminatory e1ection qualifications. He was economically 

subjugated by the net-r masters of a share cropping systelll vho 

defrauded him of meager earnings. Any stand for rights or redress 

t1as met by arrest, .mob law and murder. 

Hm; little Douglass knet-7 of the net-r problems facing his 

people uere revealed by his arguments opposing a Negro migr.J.tiol'l 

18 



from the South t.o Kansas, M"isflourl aud J:ud:t~:•J1''t. !~eg:t'O leaders 

"t-rere eli vided on the issue and Douglass lra.a ()pe:nl;y- charged "t-7~. th 

<lenying the freedom of ot,he:cs and. allyiP-$ hilllst;H' i·tj_th the 

26 
Sou~1ern planter. 

. 

When the Supreme Court decision of 188;1, struck dolm th~:: 

Civil Rights Act of 1875, and established t.he Cl..octrin.e cf dual 

cit1.zenship, Douglass modified his argwnentE: against Negro 

migration. He did not waiver on b.ia belief ho1-rever that. the 

battle for Negro f1•eed.om could not be \-TOn b.)' :cwm:J.:og al-rey from 

the South. He indignantly denounced the decision in te.uns so 

strong that even hi.s :former anti-slavery associates advlsed 

caution. But Douglass was back in fom and scol-aed such timid 

advice. Af'ter visiting South Ca!-ol:tna. and Georgia he was fur·· 

ther enlighw.ned to the true plight of' the I•fegz.o and upon his 

return ''rath:fully declared that he saw the Negro onl.y un.ominal.ly 

fre~" and his "so-called emancipation as a stupendous :t'raud-·a 

27 
fraud upon hirJ, a fraud upon the world... This lms the feal"less 

Douglass the Neg1"'0es revered and they :forgave him his shortcomings. 

1-lhen it was known in 1881 that President Garf.ield d.id no·t; 

plan to reappoint Douglass as i.\1a.rshal, lvlark Tl·rain ,.ras among those 

'toTho spoke in Douglass' behalf: 

" ••• I offer this petition uith pecuJ.iar pleasure 
and strong des:f.re, because I ao honor this man's high 
and 'blemishless character and so admire his brave, 
long crusade for the liberties and elevation of his 
race. 

"He is a personal friend ot: mine, bnt that is 
nothing to the point, his history ,.roulcl move rue to 28 say these things ui thout that, and I f~!el ·them too q " 



Douglass ,;n~::; pleeseo. '.ri:th Gazof:'i.eJ.ti, s explane:tion ·that he 

u~.Bhed. to a:p:ooint, a personsJ_ :i::.:•;i.end ;:;s !·1a:r.shaJ. but ths.t DoU-,3J.ass 

1-rouJ.d. be ap_poi~tecl RecOi.~der o.f ~eds for the District of Columbia. 

He received 'che ~.:;>pointment and. ~£"email1ed in office through 

:P .~.·esi.d.ent A!'thu:t·' s administration. 

Annu. Dou.gle.ss died :i.n 1884.; and :!.n i;he tM:i.l:l.ght years of 

h:Ls ~-ife Douglass rr .. cn•ried Helen Pitts. T'ne second Mrs. Louglass 

\ra.s a coll<!!ge t2-atnea. Hhite \TOman of forty-six \-rho hao. been a 

n0c:r.•etary in the Office of Recoxder o:r Deeds. Immediately E:J. 

stoJ:'Iil of e:d"i:.ic:i.sm :ro:tned dolm :~rom both Neg:coeG a:.'ld -vrhite people. 

DougJ.ass ::mGue:red t:o.is cr:i.ticism by point:tng out tha-t to L'efrain 

i'rom h:i.a mnrdnge beca.use o:t x-ace \·fOul.cl have been a o.euiaJ. of 

h:i..s entire philonop!.1y of life.. In a lighter vein he remarked. 

that h\:: He.s g,ui te .iluparttal: his :t'i:cst; ,.rife being the color of 

h:i.fj !!!Other ancl. the Hecond, the color o~· hia father. He suff'0:t·~d 

1Htl(': from th0 stonu :for he l·las beyond ·the reach of soc:i.al 

ost:t"G.eism, 29 

r.rheir I:larriage brought them happiness. Visit.ors remarked 

ou their corumon interests and intellectual cotlpata.'hility . Mnny 

dist:~nt;u:i.shec. visitors .made theil~ v1ay to Anacos·tia. to spend a 

scc:i.<:\J evcming at Ceo.ax· HilL StD.&.r~uts o:f Ho·~rard Univer~.:ity 't:;e:ce 

alHe.;vs 1-reJ.come and yom"..g Negro l~:ad.e~cs f::om all parts of the 

ccunt:t:y c:.:nae to discuss their problems ·H~i.th the nSage o:f Anacos·t:i.a." 

Continuing to hold h:i.f:; office in the _early Clevela.."'ld afunin:tst,z-ation.: 

~m'i:.h he e.m1 ll5.s 17:\.fe atten:lee. the P:rcs:W.en:t' B g:i:'&..'1d receptio~1:;. 

Fo:Llm-;ing h:i.G :r:esig...Ylation~ he a.nd IiGlen e~·Jbr.rkeo. for a :Long-~1-ra.:i. ted 

year o:f. toul'ing in ~u:ropa , 
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In 1008, Douglass eagerly stumped the country tor the 

election o~ Harrison -vrho pledged his support of the Re:P-ublice.n 

platf'onn tha.t advocated Congressional action to guarantee the 
! 

free exercise of Negro rights. Unexpec.-.Gedly Douglass -was h?nored 
I j 

"tith the appointment of Minister to Haiti. Almre of the many 

eyes upon him, he conscientiously strove to strengthen the rela.-

tiona ot_ the t't·TO governments. He quickly gained the affection 

and trust of the Haitian people bu·t; :felt sli:ghted when his own 

government placed over him Admiral Gherardi as a special emissary 

to negotiate the lease of Mole St. Nicolas to1 .. use as a naval 

base. 

The admiral's attempt to negotiate with a sho"'.r of naval. 

:force 1n the harbor resulted in the reJection of the American 

pl"'posal. Editorials c:tticized Douglass for the failure. He 

promptly resigned in order to tell his side of the story and 

emerged spotless t.tom .. one of the more unsavory episodes in the 

30 
history of .American diplomacy." 

· \>lith Cleveland's victory in 18921 Douglass could no longer 

hope :f'or JX>litioal a.ppointment. The lll1u:1l:l-t;..,rsh1p to liait1 pro-ved 

to be his last public o:f'fice but many other honors were besto>-red 

upon him in his remaining years. Probably the greatest of these 

l-Tas his appointment as Haitian Commissioner at. the t-lorld;s 

Columbian Exposition held in Chicago in 1893--a reflection of 

the continued high esteem held for him by the Haitian people. 

During the Nineties amidst the increase of bestial tortures, 

burning and lynchings lThen "Not a breeze comes to us from the 



late rebellious states that is not tainted and freighted '\-Tith 

negro blood, "
31 

Douglass' voice and pan ·Here never more active. 

His position as the Negroes' leader remaL~ed as tixm as ever for 

they contlnued to look to him., their elder statesman, for counsel. 

and. guidance. This hold on the Negro people 'is best explained 

in his own words delivered extemporaneously at a surprise party 

on the occasion of hia seventy~first birthday: 

"I think I can understand 1rhat you mean by this 
demonstration ••. and that is that during nearly t'i:fty 
years of my life I have been an unflinching, unflag­
ging and uncompromising advocate and defender of the 
oppressed. When the slave llaS a slave I demanded his 
emancipation, and vhen he was free, I ~ded his 
perfect treedom-~all the safeguards of freedom. In 
whatever ~~e I may have tailed, in this I have not 
:f'ailed •••• 

The end came at Cedar Hill on February 20, 1895· lfuile 

describing the events of the day the great orator suddenly became 

dumb. He sank to the floor as ·t;he carriage rolled up to take him 

to his next speaking engagement. 

VI Conclusion 

Frederick Douglass once stated that the Negro should not be 

judged by his present condition but by how :f'ar he had progressed. 

Applying this rule of' measure to Douglass, and consideri11g his 

lmvly origin, his olm life and 1-rork are enhanced. Neverthe:tess, 

it is doubtful that ~is accomplishments "tvere as far reaching as 

those of some of his contemporaries. 

His early activities in anti-slavery agitation 1;1ere 

overshadowed by his mentor, ;alliam Lloyd Garrison_, lvho had. 
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injected a nev urgency into the aged and faltering abolition 

movement. Nevina states in Ordeal of the Union, that "It vTas 

upon the essential doctrine of immediacy established by Gar:dson 

that \·lendell Phillips delivered his telling orations, that v1hittier 
I 

'l-Trote his noble poems, that Charles Sunmer· carried the battle into 

the Senate and that Richard H. Dane, Jr. fOught the fugitive slave 

law . u 33 After severing his ties with the Garrisonian school of' 

abol.ition, Douglass contributed to the movement in which Gerrit 

Smith and other legislators dominated. His etf'orts to advance 

the anti-slavery cause by oratory and newspaper articles before 

the war did not equal. the tremendous influence on public opinion 

brought about by Harriet Beecher Stove's book Uncle Tom•s Cabin~ 

nor John Brown's rsid on Harpers Ferry. 

\-lith the coming of the 'l'7ar1 the climax to the work of the 

anti-slavery agitators was signed by President Lincoln under the 

Proclamation of Emancipation. Lincoln and his administration 

also took the responsibility and are given the credit fo1• the 

employment of Negro troops advocated by Douglass and other' leaders. 

In the Reconstruction era, Douglass ' goal for Negro equality 

placed him in the camp of the Radical Republicans, l-Thatever their 

differences in motive. Here again legislators, i.e. Charles 

Sumner and Thaddeus Stevens 1 were the prime-mov;ers in securing 

legal guarantees o:f' the Negro' a rights. 

In the post-reconstruction period Douglass' efforts in the 

cause of a more perfect treedom met with no success, nor l18B he 

able to stem the tide of '\-TOrsening Negro condi t1ons. His 
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' 
appointments · to minor offices of government at Jchat time attest 

to a ~ecognition of his personal attributes and his prominence 

as a leao.er of his :people but ·they did not enable him to 

' . influence significantly the curren·t of American 'life. 

In the last analysis then, Frederick Dougl.B.ss does not emerge 

as the foremost figure in any of the various reform movements in 

which he took part.. He was broad rather than deep. l'lhile his 

personal attributes and his long struggle in behalf o~ the pecple 

of his race may establish him as the most prominent l~egro of 

the Nineteenth century1 his influence in Ame1~can history is 

secondary to that of contemporary leaders, ~ the various areas 

of his endeavors, whose contributions 'vere o1: greater significance. 

Some of the leaders above referred to have been memorialized 

'l'Tith the designation of the Church of the Pilgrims in Brooklyn, 

as a National landmark. Various memorials to Lincoln are located 

in the l-1ash1ngton area. Douglass also has been honored with a 

memorial statue in Rochester's Highland Park and his bust in 

Sibley Hal.l. His home in .Anacostia is mA.intai.ned as a memorial 

by !he Frederick Douglass Memorial Association. 
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APPENDIX A 

CIIRONOLOGyl 

1817 Frederick Douglass \78.8 bom at Tuckahoe, near Easton, 
Talb~t County, Maryland. 

J.825 Uas sent to Baltimore to live 'lri.th a relative of his 
master. 

1833 March. \1as taken to St. Michael's, MarJJ.and, to live 
again ld.th his m.e.ster. 

1834 January. Was sent to live with Edward Covey, slave­
breaker, w1 th 'Whom he spent the year. 

1835-36 Hired to William Freeland. Made an unsuccessful attempt 
to escape from slavery. \Yas sent to Baltimore ·to learn 
the ship-calker's trade. 

1838 May. Hired his own time and worked at his trade. 

September 3· Escaped trom slavery and !r .mt to New York 
City. Married Miss Anna Murray. Went to New Bedford, 
Massachusetts. Assumed the name ot "Douglass." 

1841 Attended anti-slavery convention at New Bedford and 
addressed the meeting. lias employed as agent ot the 
Masaaehusetts Anti-Slavery Society. 

l.842 Took part in Rhode Island. campaign against the Dorr 
constitut,.on. Lectured on slavery. Moved to I.Qrnn, 
Massachusetts. 

184 3 Took part in the f'amoue none Hundred Conventions" ot the 
New England Anti-Slavery Society. 

1844 Lectured with Pillsbury, Foster, and others. 

1845 Published Frederick Dougl.ass • s Narrative. 

1845-46 Visited Great Britain and Ireland.' Rema:lned in Europe 
two years, lecturing on slavery and other subjects. tias 
presented by English :f'riends with money to J?urehase his 
treedOJn and to establish a newspaper. 

1chestnutt, Charles w., Frederick Dougl.!8s (Boston, 1.899), 
PP• xi-xix~ 
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1847 

1848 

t 
Rethrned to the Un1 ted States. Moved "id th his family 
to Rochester, Nel-T York. Established the Uorth Star, 
eub~equent1y renamed Frederick Douglass's Pa~r· 
Visited John Brow at Springfield, l-1a.ssacbusetts. 

Lec'fu.red on slavery a.nd "'~Ome..n B\tffrage .. 

1849 Edited n~of&pa.per. Lectured against slll:very. Assisted 
the escape of fUgitive slaves. • 

1850 May 7. Attended meeting of Anti-Slavery Society at 
New York City. Running debate with Captain Rynders. 

1852 Supported the Free Soil Party. Elected delegate trom 
Rochester to Free Soil convention at Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Supported John P. Hale for the Presidency. 

1.853 Visited Harriet Beecher Stowe at Andover, l.fassachu.eettsJI 
with reference to ind.ustrial school :ror colored youth. 

1854 Opposed repeal of Missouri Compromise. 

June l2. Delivered commencement address at Western 
Reserve College, Hudson, Ohio. 

1855 Published l-!l Bondage and My Freedom. 

March. Addressed the New York legislature. 

1856 Supported Fremont, candidate ot the Republican Party. 

1858 Established Douglass • s Monthly. Entertained John Brown 
at Rochester. 

1.859 August 20. Visited John Brown at Chambersburg, Pa. 

October 12. \-lent to Canada to avoid arrest for allesed 
complicity 1n the John Brown raid. 

November 12. Sailed trom Quebec for EngJ and. Lectured 
and spoke 1n England and Scotland for six months. 

l86o Returned to the United States.. Supported Lincoln for 
the Presidency. 

1.862 Lectured and spoke 1n :favor ot the war and against 
slavery. 

1.863 Assisted in recruiting Fifty ... fourth and F1fty .. f1fth 
~~sachusetts colored regiments. Invited to Visit 
President Lincoln. 
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186!~ Supported Lincoln :for re-election. 

1866 to/as active in procuring the f'rauchisc for the freedmen. 

September. Elected delegate from Rochester to National 
Loyalists' Convention at Philadelphia. 

1869 Moved to Wushington, District Of Columq:ta.. Established 
the New National ~. 

1870 Appointed secreta.rJ of' the Santo Domingo Commission by 
President Grant. 

1872 Appointed councilor of the District of Columbia. Elected 
presidential elector of' the State of New York, and chosen 
by the electoral college to take the vote to v1ashington. 

1876 Delivered address at unveiling ot Lincoln statue at 
vlashi.ngton. 

1877 Appointed Marshal of the District of' Columbia by 
President IiayE!s • 

1878 Visited his old home in Ma;eyland and met his old master. 

1879 Bust ot Douglass placed in Sibley Hall, · of Rochester 
Un1 versi ty. Spoke against the proposed negro exodtW 
:from the South. 

1881 Appointed neeorder ot Deeds tor the District of Columbia. 

1882 January. Published Lif'e and Times ot Frederick Douglass, 
the third and last ot his autobiographies. 

August 4. Mrs. Frederick Douglass dies. 

~BR4 February 6. Attended funeml of ~lendell Pllilll_pt~. 

February 9· Attended memorial meeting and delivered 
eulogy on Phillips. 

Married Miss Helen Pitts. 

1886 May 20. Lectured on John Brown at Muaie F.Al.l, Boston. 

September ll. Attended a dinner given in hin honor by 
the l·lend.ell Phillips Club, Boston. 

September. Sailed for Europe. 



1886-87 Visited Great Britain, France, Italy, Greece, and 
Egypt. 

1888 Made a tour of the Southam States. 

l.B89 Appointed United States Minister Resident and Consul.­
General to the Republic of Haiti and "charge d'affaires" 
to Santo Domingo. 

1890 September 22. Addressed abolition reunion at Boston. 

1891 Resigned the Office of Minister to Haiti. 

1893 Acted as Commissioner tor Haiti at vlorld's Columbian 
Exposition. 

1895 February 20. Frederick Douglass died at his home on 
Anaeost1a Heights 1 near \-Taahington, District ot Columbia. 
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APPENDIX l3 

"Cedar Hill" 
Mem.o:r·isl to Fredcl'ick Douglass 

Early Histor-,1-

Early in the 19th Cen~~ury the lMct on .. ...-hich most. of the 

t.mm of .Anacostia novT st.ands 1-1as acqui:red by Jor..n Van Hook 1.-1ho 

subdivided and developed it as the Uniontmm. Abo.ut 185!!. on 

a. !Jor-"cion ot '.-his J.and he erected his cvm d'lvelling kno~m as 

Cedar Hill. Dott.glass acql.!i-red Cedar Hill in 187l1- and. :i.t 

:remained h:J.s home until his death in 1895. 

Ti·ro yea:ra E+fter the death of his first uife in 1882, 

Douglass mar;ded Mias Helen Pitts. In hi. a 't>Till Cedar Hill "\·ra.s 

left to Mrs. Douglass but, becau.se ·the 'trl.ll had not been :P:!:9P .. 

e:rly t>TitneGaed, it vra.s declared invalid by the courts. In 

order to establish the home a.s a memorie.l to the memory of 

Fred.er-lck Douglass, J.b.•s. Douglass sought to have the other heh·s 

(four. children of his 1.'-J.rst "·rife) relinquish th~ir righto to 

Cedar Hill. Upon their reft:aa.l, 1-h-s. Douglass llas obliged to 

purchase their interest :for $15_,000. She i·ras then compelled ~Go 

mortgage the home for $5,500 in order to s11:pport he1.•sclf and 

maintain the estate. 

Under the terms of her nill, Mrs. Douglass left the estate 

to the Frederidk Ibuglass Memorial Association, 1-1hich she had 

:rounded, and had incorporated by Congress, exempt !'rom ta:i:ation. 

In 19171 the Association becaw! affiliated 1-1ith the National 
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Assccia:li:l.o.n of Colored Homen. Soon a.fter..;arc. the debt 1:as 

ret.i:ced: e.nd the house has been con·i;inuously opzned for the 

visiting public. 

* Descrlp·t:ton of the Ho_!?:!3~ I ; 

'l"'he Douglass home, on an estate o:£' rt:. acres 1 stands on ~t 

high elevation in the Southeast section of the District. o"Z 

Colu.mbia. A uinding road leads up :from 14th and l-1 Streets , 

H. E. , to the real• of the house J and the top of ·the hill af:fo:cds 

a magnificent viev of the city. Pedestrians reach the home via 

a-t;.eps leading fro.rn 14t.h Street. 

A large 14-room brick structure, the Douglass home col)."'tja:i.ns 

many of' his prized possessions • The inside oi' the house p :t.·esents 

much the same appearance e.a it did ,.;'hen Douglass resided there. 

His simple tastes are reflected in the :furniture and ot.her 

.furnishings of his home. The story of his varied experiences 

can be partially traced in the objects seen i.n the various l'Coms. 

On the first floor, are t'·7o parlol·s on each side of the 

central hall"ay at the front of the house. :rn the room on the 

east the Douglass family assembled for music. T"ne room contains 

a music box and ine one corne1• ie an u:pi'ight piano 'i·rith an ebony 

<.:ase. On the '\falls of these roams are several bronze :plaques 

'vhich list the name of contributers to the mortgage, repair and 

maintenance fund of the .Association. 

In the halh1ay of this floor :ts a copy of the histOl'i cal 

a.c1."iress made by the abolitionist, John Bro~-m; to the Virginio. 

r.-.~---.. an excerpt from a l'e:po:rt by Stanley 'H. McClure, 1949. 
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Ccurc, \·rhen he 1-:as about to receive the sentence of des:iih at 

Ht;,.rpers f:'e~ry. A :portrait 'Hhic;n .shaHs tbat Douglass 'Has ·i;he 

only I~egro member of the Centennial Inaugural Execut.i ve 

Commission a~c the ·time of President Benjamin Harr.1.son' s 

inauguratio11 j.n 1889, hangs in the hall'\vay. 

His library located at the rear o~ the music room remains 

largely intact. On one si.de, glass covered. bookcases reach to 

the cei.ling 1 the shelves filled Hith boolts on history., economics, 

political economy, sociology anCi. law. Ria desk and cha.b .. s·~d 

in their old places. A Remington ty:pei-Triter ot: anc·lent. v-.I.nt~e 

occupies a place nearby. 

The dining room contains the original oak fv.rni ture ~·Thich 

is of a simple type. A'ii the rear is the kitchen and also a 

summer kitchen. 

Scattered thX'Ougb the house are paintings, eugravliJGS, end 

photograPhs of Douglass and other distinglushed peraons of his 

era, .including Abraham Lincoln, l?illiam L. Garrison~ John Bx<nm, 

Harriett Beecher Stowe, Susan B. .Anthony, t-lendell B. Fnillipo 

and many other~. There are several busts of Douglass and also 

one ot Lucretia Mott. 

In the second floor ha.llvay are t'·TO cases of documentary 

souvenirs of' Douglass r career. These include volumes of his o1m 

periodica.ls; pamphlets concerning his lrork; addresses by or 

presented to him; an order signed by Abraham Lincoln; the bill 

of sale by '~hich Douglass obtained hia fx·eedom from slaver-.r; a 

set of silver given to him by Queen Victoria, Douglass= violin, 

and other relics. 
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Tne!·e al'C six bedrooms on the second i'lcor and. ti·TO :.-ooms 

:i.n the at·i:;ic. In the second floor rooms is the uell·knO'im 

D' .. mglE.ss cleeth: mavk; .h.ets and clothing once o~·med by John Bro'i-m; 

port.l'aits of Douglass I firs·~ i·iife and his eldest' sen, Joh.l'l Hem.-y_, 

·~l1e latte:;: dral-m by Joseph H. Douglass, a. gz·undsoa; copies O)": 

h:i.B r.a:pel' The Noz.•th St.ar of the issue of Feb~Cl1.El!'Y 16, 181~9; h:i.s 

original appoin-tment by President Benjamin Harrison as Il'JiniGtcr 

Hcs:tdent. and Consul-General to Haiti, dated Dec€'.mber 16; 1889, 

and the diploma awa.I·d.ed .bii11 by Hilber:f'orce ~niversity o:l:' Ohio 

J.n Jun~ ~893 when lle ·uas given the houorary degree of Doctor of 

Present Condition 

T'..1e house and grounds are .maintained by a caretak.el~ 1-rho 

l:i.•1es 1-rith her family in an attached cottage behind the house. 

The caretaker oyens the house for an average of :four visitors a 

i·Ieek. No admission fee is charged. 

The grass immediately around the house is cut, but the 

remainder of tbe estate is in an Wlkempt condi·tion--ovel·gro;m 

t-d th high grass and weeds • The dirt road leading to the houGe 

is badly eroded. 

A1~1ougb the integrity of the hov$e has largely been preserved, 

both the interior and exterior are badly in need of extensive 

repair and restoration. 
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