
~/HzIlr'j 
'-"'J 0-''/ 6 '.~(;; . UO\n Kcttn J05 £O,\vr-' , 

[;1{\ rn~ilI\O~ '\-1m17~ Li~~ ltmtn 31 
I're(;":>( 11 t2<P6'i13) • .es for recapturing the Mexican capital. 

a ... ---

Han bearers were required just to carry 
inland.43 

everything necessary for building a fleet: 
of iron and long threaded bolts to fasten the timbers together; 
s, sails, and rigging; tow and cables; and the hammers" saws, 

, chisels, and other tools needed for building ships. Experien~ed 
bfacksmiths and even one man who was "half a blacksmith" were 

,,, .. c;L..,u~t-l- ed to work in the forge. Fiom,the ships themselves came huge' . 
uldrons for melting pitch. Vast battalions of Indians· were assign .. 
to cut timber. While this work was yet under way, Cortes decid .. 
to move the army and the shipyard to Texcoco, where the lake 

.' as close and the town easily defended. 44 

. . - --
'Indians did not know how to harvest resin and prepare it for use . 

,'in caulking the ships. Therefore, Cortes selected four seamen who 
': knew the process, assigned them a cua,drilla of Indian slaves, and' 
' .. '. sent them to the pine forests near Huexotzingo. Juan Rodriguez was 

:the man in charge of the operation.45 

In a section of the Historia Verdadera, that was probably written 



H. English translation of the excerpt above, ,----
mentioning Cabrillo by Maurice G. Holmes. 

"I remember that the man who had 
charge of and went as captain was one 
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, who was a good 
soldier in the Mexican campaign, who 
later was a resident of Guatimala, a very 
honorable person, and he was captain and 
admiral of thirteen ships in Pedro de 
Alvarado's behalf and he served His 
Majesty very well in everything which 
presented itself to him, and died in his 
royal service." (41-42) 

Source: 
Holmes, Maurice G. From New Spain by Sea 
to the Californias. Vol. 9 of the Spain in the 
West series. Glendale, CA: Arthur H. Clark 
Co., 1963. 
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nc}csidad y sino fu'<!-

y nuiural de Vi­

de Pedro Albarrazin 

beynte y quatro {Inos que 

'el ilrmildJ de Garay, y que 

payitica.;:iones del penol 

anduuo, e ques hijodalgo 

de Guaxaca, e natural de loil 

liernando de San MYS'uel y 

, e que ha dose alios que 

GuaXilCil, y 110 declili'C\ qmin­

sus arrnas y cauallos, e nuncu 

, ny tienc de que se sllstentar. 

lIi\-:IUUlJU y natural de Fuenlabrdda, e 

rig-uez y de Catalina rvIlllloz, e 

a csta 'Nueva Spatia, e seys 

hija, e que siruio a 3u Mages­

honbre en ld hUllima pa~ificar;i6n 

) 

POfJLADOllES D F-' .- .";' If E V A 

de la NlIella Galizia, y tiene: Sll casa pohlada COIl sus ar­
mas y cauallos. 

615,-[-"IU\N<,.:l8CO DE [ ... IEDINt-.. dizc 

Que es vezina desta <;:iuddd e nalur(']! d", !c dc BcddjOZ, 

C hijo legilimo de Gal'~iiJ de io.') ('rios y de YS,:lbel de Me­

dina, e que ha seys arios que paso a esfa Nuella Spana, con 

su casa, H1l1i:fef e hijos, e sllCf;ra, ..c que ::;iruio Q Su Hages­
tad en Ii] h(t1tima PiJ.;ificc:;.i61~ de !::'l Nueud Galizia, y en I?sle 

tienpo ha tenydo carg'OS de jUf:.fi.;ie, de los quaks fw dado 

bUCJlu qi.Jema, y siemprc he susL:uledo urmas C Cili.U!l0, v 

es [Johre y pades.;:e nep:5idcld. 

616.-- -A01DnE3 LOPEZ. db: 

Que rreslde en !tJ.~j mynas de <:::t1liepcl:, y qli12 e5Ildit;;'o! 

de vn pueblo que SI: dize 'v'i!li1llucv,l, que <25 en el volk de 

Tubulinu: e hijo leg-fUmo de Anllr05 Lopez d,~ ('XSI~cdcs 8 

de ivjdri Gome;: de SdaZi1l', e que! dicha 5U padn: v sus 

ontepdsuJos, BicnjJf'2 ;:,irukrorI t1 ia corom! ('redl de Casti­

lle, e ljtl(~1 11£1 LL:z;nuevc ailo:) (P.l~ pas(J l.I esta Nueuo ~;na-
r 

fin e sil'ui6 a 5u 1\1a::restad en I;] h(llrima pa.;ifica~i6n de Ia 

Nueba Galizia, y qu£ e,',; casado con hija de h'JIlyisco (j6-

m;.'z, y tien.? yntento (k !Jermane~er en c3ta tierra. 

617 .-DIEGO DE AGUILAR, dii:e 

Que 83 vezino d.;!sla citJdad, y rreside en Ius mynas ue 

<;::1I1tepec, e natura: de 16 viii.] de Medina del Campo, e hljo 

Iegftimo d~ Alonso d,~ Ag'uilaf y (I.: [V'fari GutierreL dl2 Santan­

der, e qUE:; ha mas de lHynte e doss aDOS que tJi1s6 con Pe-

) 

r 

) 
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I N ~he Hi~toria Ge,neral de los He.chos ,de los ,C~tellanos en Islas y 
Tlerra Flre del Mar Oceano, «wntten by AntOnIO de Herrera, Coro­
nista Mayor de Su Magestad de las Yndias y Coronista de Castilla», (*) 

published in Madrid between 1601 and 1615, it is said that: 

Enos se descuy 
daUJa don An­
ronio de Men­
d09ll de las co 
st1\S de ta lmar, 
porque no obs 
fonte, que los 
mU'ios, que' a­
uia embiado a 

descubrir la costa de nueua Espana de 
la parte del Sur, auiam padecido mu­
cha, queria en todo caso saber 10 que 
Quia aqelan,te, y para ella mando aper 
cebir dos 11!Quios, y nombro par Ca­
pitan deUos a Iuan Rodriguez Cabri-

flo 

llo Portugues, persona muy platica en 
las casas de fa'mar. El vn nauio se no­
braua san Saluad'Or, que era la Capi­
tana, y el otro /a V ito ria; yua por Pi-, 
loro mayor Barrolome Ferrer, y tQm­
bien por Piloto Bartolome Fernandez 
y par Mastres Antonio Carrera y S. 
Reno. e) (**) 

,(*) Chief Chronicler of His Majesty of the III1dias and Chronicler of Castille. 
(1) First edition, Madrid, 1615, pp. 112-113, seventh decade, book V, 

chapter III. The transcription is linear. The copy consulted is that of the Biblio­
teca Nacional de Lisboa, whose reference i& Res. 982 V. 

(**) «D. Antonio de Mendonra was l'ess negligent of things of the sea, tor 
)twithstanding ,the great suffering of the ships he had, sent to discove~ the ) of 



Ant6nio de Herrera ~d~ the s~atemeIl't Juan Rodrigues Cabnl10 Portuguez in, the 
Seventh Decade of hIS Hlstoria Ger:era/, of whioh the ,titIe page of ,tIie fir~ edition 

IS shown here 

10 

We know of no document or r X who has attri 
Rodrigues Cabrillo any nationality otl.~. than the Portug 
rences to the navigator, this indicatiOn may be omitted, 
nationality has ever been attdbuted to him. Furthermore, it 
that any ancient author has ever challenged or doubted 
explicit declaration of Herrera: 

luan Rodriguez Cabrillo Portugues. 

What value can we attach to this peremptory statem 
the value which its author ipossesses, and the credibility , 
given to his historical work. 

Is Herrera one of those historians whose work conti 
of truth and falsehood? In which text are there narra 
is known and inventions concerning the unknown? Was 
formed? Was his access to sources incomplete? It is jm 
that is true. In the fulfiment of his tasks as «Coronista Mayo 
y Coronista de Castilla», posts to which he was assigned in 1 
many years went by before the appearance of his Hi8tor 
which the first volume was published in 1601 and the [I 

but he was in close contact with the official documentation. 
been said that Herrera dVspuso de abuvrdante dODumen'to( 
precisely for this work, dispuso para su iavOfoiosa compooi'Oil 
dieomueve aiios, de 1596 a 1615 - de conostanofe ayuda 0, 

tada en subvenciones para los gastos y el acceso a numeros( 
de varios archivos, comezando por la Camara del roy. (2) I 

And, as an historian with access to abundant and trust, 
he was also, in the opinion of Professor Ramon E~uerra, e; 
~n pormenores. (I) (****) This author of the article on ] 

New Spain, in its southern part, he persisted in his desire to knOll 
and sent them there to find out, naming as their Captain Juan Rc 
Portuguese, a person well versed in things of the sea. One ship, ti 

called San Salvador and the other Vitoria, with Bartolomeu Ferre 
and also as Pilot Barta/omeu Fernandes and as Sailing Masters 
and S. Reno». 

(2) Dicionario de HistOria de Espaiia, 2nd Edition, 1981, vol 
( ... ) disposed of an abundant documentation ( ... J he ava, 

his laborious composition-which lasted nineteen years, from Jj 
constant official assistance, consisting of subsidies for expenses an, 
rous manuscripts, from various archives,' beginning with the kinl 

(3) Idem, vol. II, p. 352. 
( .... ) exact and prolific in details. 



Engraved letters on the presumed tombstone of Joao Rodrigues Cabri:llo. 
P·hotograph of the reproduction which exists in the Museu de Ma·rinha, in Lisboa. 

) (Maritime Museum, Lisbon) 

24 

) 

Detail of the engraved letters on the presumed tombstone of Jooo Rodrigues Cabrillo. 
Photograph of the reproduction which exiSots rn' the Museu de Marinha, in Lisboa. 
(Maritime Museum, Lisbon). It is evident that the leUer which is attached tQ the 
capital R is a smaH s. The letters on the stone' are therefore J R s. This jUSItifi.e8 
the hypothesis that the name of the navigator was abreviated according tQ the 
Portuguese spelling Rodrigues and not to the Spanish Rodrigl' 'tIich is jusHfied 

since be was of Por,tuguese Illationality. 1ihe reading J R C is , Ao be rejected 


