Docket No: 1
BUFFALO SPRINGS

Preliminary Docket Information

08-14-1995: two spring in sulphur creek group; august 14, 1995

August 14, 1995

1.54(479)

Memorandum

To: Files

From: Owen Williams, Chief, Water Rights Branch &

Subject: Daockets

This is one of two springs in the "Sulphur Creek group” as defined by Charles N. Gould in
1905. The springs are named:

Buffalo Springs Docket # 01
Antelope Spring 02

Where it is available, water quality data are included in the CHIC springs dockets, This is
done here because of the original purposes for which the park was established. Water
quality data would not normally be a part of a docket, but CHIC’s springs were viewed as
medicinal at the time of the park’s establishment. This reason, among others, necessitated
the protection and preservation of CHIC springs.

The State of Oklahoma has been informed of the U.S’s claim to the springs but no

quantification of a right under the reservation doctrine, or any other doctrine, has been
made.




00-00-0000: docket information

WATER DOKCET INFORMATION

AREA CHICKASAW

DOCKET NO. 1

APPLICATION NO.

STATE RIPARIAN NO.

CERTIFICATE NO,

TITLE OF DOCKET  BUFTALO SPRINGS

PRIORITY

REMARKS .




00-00-0000: data sheet

MATICHAL PARK SERVICE
WATER RIGHTS DATA SHEET
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00-00-0000: data sheet, page 2
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05-27-1983: additional information; may 27, 1983

WW

J/ﬁ ny(ci_fﬁugjv
L34 (8E-0m)

WAy 27 1383

Wr., Janes 3. 3araets
Zzecutive AAFBQth

Oxlahoms Vatear Tas¢urees Zaard
#.9,. Box 23743

Ohlghosa City, Jklshoma 73152

Jear &r. Sarnetr:

Follewing the Haticunl Park Servics's "Zeclaratiocn of Watsr 2izhes” o all
springa and walls (sea Enclosuca A for inéi'r‘ daal 1istinz), at Shickasaw
liatioael Recrsation Area dated dav 9. 1383, enclosed you will find taa
foliowiay asdditisnal information;

i. Excerpts of correspendance. office sgmoTAnda, ate., datsd {rowm the 2arly
1990's gemerally describing the davelopment of seiceted sprizzs withia the
Sulpher Jprings Raservarion {formerly Platt Hational Park).

. FhotogTaphs showing visitor use of salected sprinzs through the TRITS,

in addirion to the above declavatioma. the Facforal Park Seatvics abtaing watsr
from the followine warer sourceas for mumieisal surposeds.

1. Cicy ef Sulphur, Sklshoma,
2. Rural Watar Disteiet Ho. 1.
J. HPS Yater Trealment Flanme.

Hualeipal water purchased from the Cigy of Sulphur and the Rural Yarter Ddstrics
Fo. 1 from 1774 to 1932 43 33 Follows:

Tear Sity of Sulphur 2D so. 1
1976 1.431
1477 2.799
87s 4,333
1372 3.257
19440 1.933
13l 1,534
1942 1.135

Taoe above Dalerss waluss are in ailiisn of sallons NAr YAAT.




05-27-1983: additional information, page 2; may 27, 1983

Bupplosiental mineral water 1s obtained from rhe overflow of an artasilaa
wall {lavior Well), which iz locatsd on non—datiomal Park Service propersy
within Sulpbur, Oklahoma. Tha water has been flowins ilnte park land aines
1937, as pearly as we are sahle to Jetsrmina at this time. A foraal agree~
ment Taflecting the sbove verbal agresment, whish has been in effect since
1337("), wa= sntered on June 3, 1951. The initcisl flow to tha park {rom
Caylor Well is estimated at 15 to 27 gallouns per miauta.

Viaitation fizures to the area (see Znclosurs 3), caompiled bv the staff of
Shiekasaw Hatiomal Recreation Area from 1367 eo 12932 are alse enclosad.

As you will note, visitation to the are: ashows an inereasiag trend {rem
106,332 in 1903 o 2,094,312 in 1932, Visitatlosn 1ss incressed In part
bacauvse af the inereassiog size of tha park and senstruction or replacement
of physical facilities, plus the discevery nf the recreatiosal and aesthecic
bepafits of the area by first time wisitors to the area.

Addicional iaformatiom is available, should you 2nd the board reyuest 1.
The information may take some time to sacura a3 it 13 stored iz 2allas,
Texas. OCbtaining additional information may require us mmch as bwo months
=0Tk 3nd atreadant costs estimsted at 219,004,

Sinearsiy,

15/ JACK MECKELY

Asseociate Pagiomal Directer,
Park Oparacfons, 5WR

Enclosures &

beet

¥leld Solicitor, Santa Fe

Suparintzndant, Chickasew

Colef, HWASG/497

Solicitor, Rezional Office, P.O. 3ox 3154, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74101 (Arten: <. Tiag)
(each w/o enclosures)

GMoore:og:5/26:83




12-00-0000: list of declaration of water rights

30.

33.

LISTING OF DECLARATION OF WATER RIGHTS

Antelope Springs
Buffalo Springs
Cunningham Spring
Base Spring

- Big Tom Springs

Arsenic Spring
Little Tom Springs
Swords' Spring
Townsley's Spring
Dog Springs

Unnamed Spring
Hillside Spring
Beach Springs

Beach Springs

Beach Springs

Sand Springs
Bromide Spring
Cliff Bromide Spring
Unnamed Spring
Black Sulphur Spring
Sulphur Spring )
Tuff's Spring

Iron Spring

Soda Spring

Sulphur Springs
Sulphur Springs
Wilson Spring
Churchill Spring
Rucker's Spring

Iron Spring

Jericho Spring
Unnamed Springs
"Vendome Well
Observation Well No. 1
Observation Well No. 2

Enclosure A




05-03-1983: letter to james barnett, executive director; may 03, 1983

L34 SUR-0M}

ey 3, 1980

dAr. Jamas . 3dsrnetc

Exacutive Director

Diciainne Watar Hesourcas Board
V.0. Ses 33583

Ckiabema City, Dklanoma TIL52

Dear M. Barnserd

in accordance with an agreement resched Juring a meeting LSetwasn members of
our raspectrve staffs oo April 2i, 1983, tbhe Mationa! Park Servica declares a
water ¢ialm Lo all waters igsuing from a total of 33 spriags which wera iden—
tified oy Or. Chavied §. Gould, Professor of Geeliogy at the University of
Oklahows. iz 1506. Ip addition, the Hatiomal Park Service deciares its claias
to water which lssue from the Vendome Well, a frse flowing artesian weil.

Hithin 2 weeka, the Natioma! Park Service wil! submit under scpavats cever,
t9n packagas consisting of pnotographs and excerpts of corrsspondence dating
back Lo the Lurn of the century, concerning these claime.

Sincerely,

s/ Robert L. Kerr

Aegtonal Mrecter,
Southwest Ragion

Separgte Lover

et
¥iald Selicitor, Santa-Fa )

Superintendent, Chickasaw each w/copy of enclosure
Chief, WAB0/497 )

) ) .
%.. K.:Eiggsjg?éac1tur, Regional Office, P.0O. Box 3156, Tulsa, OK 74101 w/enc.




00-00-0000: declaration of ownership of water rights

DECLARATION OF OWNERSEIP OF WATER RIGHTS page 1 of 2
No. .Ifalo Springs - Sulphur Artesian Basin
: Basin Name
Declaration No. Date received

1. Name of Declarant \nired Srares of dmarica rhrough Vationsl Besk-Servies—chiet

National Recreation Area, Box 201, Sulphur, OK 73086
Mailing Addreas

County of___ Murrav State of opyapong

2. Source of water supply Simoson/Arbuckle Groun *{see Spc. RA)
(artesian or shallow water aquifer)

3. Describe well location under one of the subheadings:

a. NE b SW X NE X of Sec. 1l Twp._ |5 Rge. iz IPM._ - in
Murrayv County.
b. Tract Mo, of Map No. of the &
On land owned by United States of America .
4. Description of well: date drilled driller depth .feet.

cutside diamater of casing inches; original capacity gal.per min.; present
capacity gal. per min.; pumping life feer; stacic warer level feet (above)

(below) land surface; make and type of pump

Make, type, horsepower, etc., of power plant

Fractional or perceatage interest claimed in well'

5. Quantity of water appropriated and bemeficially used t© 3300 gallons per minute {Sec. 8B)
(acre feet per acre)
historical and current uses: public drinking water, live-

for atpck warering  aducarien  racrsation. figh  PULPOSES.
(acre feet per annum) and wildlife including support of existing naturgl riparian
ecosystenm. ~

§. Description of epring: Developed or Undeveloped (Circle Ome)

Date Developed: prior te 1904 by__unknown

7. Water was first applied to beneficial use a7 o/ LPo 2
month day year

and since that time has been used fully and continuously for the above described
84, Classified as part of Sulphur Creek Group by Dr. Charles N. Gould,
purpose in Number 5. Geclogist, in "Report on Springs", August 131, 1906.
B. Reported in Dr. Jimmy F. Harp, et. al.. Associate Professor in
8. Additional scatements or explanations School of Civil Engi 8,
University of Oklahoma in "Subsurface and Surface Water Flows at Pla:: National Park, Sulphur,
Oklahoma", April 1976.

See Attached.

1, being first duly sworn upon my ocath, depose

and say that the above is a full and complate statement submitted in evidence of
ownership of a valid water right, that 1 have carefully read each and all of the items
contained therein and cthat the same are true to the best of my knowledge and belief,

declarant

by,

Subseribed and sworn to before me this ¥ 74 day of /S Hay y AD., 19 FF
My commissicn expires ?M 24 /ff;' _éd:—’j %« Notary Public




00-00-0000: declaration of ownership of water rights, page 2

Page 2 of 2

This Declaration is provided pursuant to the policy of the Secretary

of the Interior to recognizs and grant deference to state lavs,
ragulations and procedures where those secure water rights and uses
2# =he United States. This Declaration is given as a matter of
=anmitv, “ooperation and information. It does not consent to the
jurisdic=ion of tha State in ragards to judicial or other adjudicaticns,
=re -ighrs of the United States to the use or amount of water, or the
amount described in this Declaration. This Declaratiaon cannot affect

vesrad rights under Federal or State law.

These Ueclarations concerning ownership of or flows of springs -
devel.ped and undeveloped - and wells should be taken and considered

g &

otality as part of the entire Chickasaw National Recreation Area.




04-22-1983: request for additional time, supplemental information and evidence; april 22, 1983

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
REGIONAL OFFICE, SOUTHWEST REGION

P.O. BOX 3156
TULSA., OKLAHOMA 74101

i Mr, James R. Barnett

Executive Director

Oklahoma Water Resources Board
P. 0. Box 53585

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152

Re: Determination of Prior Vested Ground Water Rights, |

Dear Mr. Barnetts:

In accordance with the conclusions reached during the discussion on April 21,
among members of your staff, employees of the National Park Service, and me
in the Office of the Chief, Division of Stream Water, concerning the deter-
mination of prior vested ground water rights in Murray County as they

affect the Chickasaw National Recreation Area, additional time is hereby
requested to May 9, 1983, within which National Park Service will submit
evidence and information to supplement the record on behalf of historical
uses by the National Recreation Area and its predecessor National Park.

It was agreed during our discussion that, subject to your approval of this
request for additional time, supplemental information and evidence will be
provided to O0.W.R.B. by May 9 in order to allow timely completion of the
ongoing determination process.

Sincerely yours,
Kathleen King

Department Counsel
National Park Service

ce: Office of the General Counsel, OWRB, Attention: Glen Hammonds

bec:,_Regional Director, NPS, Attn: Gary Moore, Hydrelogical Engineer
Field Solicitor, Santa Fe, Attn: John Harrington




04-22-1983: data; april 22, 1983




04-22-1983: data, page 2; april 22, 1983

Land History

S ———




09-11-1995: information on land status is in chicO00 or chic deeds; september 11, 1995

September 11, 1995

L54(479)

Memorandum

To: Tiiles

From: Owen Williams, Chief, Water Rights Branch
Subject: Land Status Information - CHIC Dockets

Information concerning land status for CHIC is contained in the file folder labeled CHIC
Deeds rather than in individual dockets.

Other Supporting Information




12-08-1986: usage of wells; december 08, 1986

s United States Farmers USDA Agriculturel Cen o o
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Mr. Donald A. Dayton

Acting Regional Director, Southwest Region
U. §S. Department of Interior

National Park Service

P.0. Box 728

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear Mo, Dayton:

Farmers Home Administration has reviewed all pertinent information
currently available, including the information submitted by the National
Park Service.

The location of the proposed wells for Rural Water District #l, Murray
County, is 1% to 2 miles from the springs, while the wells which currently
furnish water to Rural Water District #1, Murray County, are owned

by the City of Sulphur and are less than one-half to three-fourths mile
from the springs. The natural surface drainage for the proposed wells

in section 31 TIN R4E is to the Southeast, away from the springs.

The hydrogeologic investigation of artesian spring-flow, Sulphur, Oklahoma
area states that the recharge area is approximately 5 mil for Antelope
and Buffalo Springs. This study also indicates that the closer to the
springs, the more significant the recharge contribution.

The current usage proposed by Rural Water District #l, Murray County, is
approximately 40% of the allowable discharge allowed by the standard
Oklahoma Water Resources Board permit rate of 2 ac-ft/yr/ac. The
anticipated growth of this system is not expected to exceed normal
expected growth in the areas. .

When all of these factors are considered, it would appear that while

these wells may have some impact on the springs, the use of these proposed
wells will have no greater, and perhaps even less impact, than usage from
the present wells which furnish water to Rural Water District #1, Murray
County. Therefore, we see no reason not to allew.the proposed system to

procee
RICHARD P. BROWN cc: District Director, Atoka, OK

Chief, Community and Business Programs

Farmers Home Administraton is an Equal Oppcrtunily Lender.

F[I'TI“IHVA Complaints of discnminabon should be sent lo*
Secretary of Agriculture, Washington. D C. 20250




11-21-1986: cover letter for the results of two research efforts; november 21, 1986
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11-05-1986: letter to mr. donald a.

dayton; november 05, 1986

g oo ob3dg

1118788 18:88 NFS SF-
United States Farmars
Departmant of ome
Agricultura Administrstion

Mr, Denald A. Dayton

Acting Regilonal Director, Southwest Region

U.S. Department of Interior
Nationa! Park Service

PO, Box 728

Sante Fe, NM 87501

Dear Mr, Dayton:

This 18 in response to

your Inquiry of October 21

]

B—an)ad

\-—J
b e
.
USDA Agricultural Center Buildi
Stillvater, OK 74074 MW 14 1266

b S
- et
3- ul,’ X Kwm 1.!7755

¥ oNR EY lfﬁg_‘

November 5, 1986

» 1986, regarding

two (2) proposed water wells Pteing financed by Farmers Home Admin-
istration for RWD#1 Murray County. Your concern was that the
development of these walls could affect the springe at the Chickagaw
Natjonal Recreation Area.

Farmers Home Admindstration ig doing further study of this proposal
as a result nf your inquiry

Please send the cg of the re

ome Admimstrat, Lon

a8 possible to review before
ion on how to praceed with this project.

14 B%

Chief, Cammuni:y and Business Programs

cc: DD, Atoka

Farmars Home Agminislralion i@ an Equal Oppontunity Lender
Lompiaints of discnmination should be sen to:
Seoretary of Agnoulture, Washingion, D.C. 20250

[Pl

WwE make




00-00-0000: letter to mr. leo b. hogan

N3617 (SWR-ONR)

"GBT-; 1 9988

Mr, Lev B. Hogua

Farmers Home Administravion, USDA
Agricultural Center Building
$tillwuter, Okiahoma 74074

Dear Mr. Hogan:

The National Park Service, on behalf of the Chickasaw National Recreation
Area, is deeply concerned abuut the proposed action of the Farmers Home
Administraiionm to provide financial assistance for two new water supply wells
near Sulphur, Oklahoma.

The location of the proposed wells, specifically Bection 31, Township 1 North,
Range 4 Bast, of Murray County, is a critical recharge area for Buffalo and
Antelope Springs. These naturally flowing freshwaler springs are an unques-
tionably unique and ouistandiang resource. They are, in fact, & national
treagure.

Despiie the importence of these and other matural springs in the area—-
important from both hisioric and economic standpoints-~they are being lost at
an alarming rate. Since the ares was designated a Netional Park in 1806,
approximately 30 natural eprings have ceased flowing. Only five remain. 1t
is our opinion that the aquifer is being overdrawn; snd umnless measures are
taken to reverse the existing rate of ground weter withdrawals in the area,
Buffalo and Antelope Springs themselves will stop flowing.

The United Siates and the University of Oklahoms have funded research iato the
geologic and hydrolugic characteristics of the Sulphur area. Two observation
wells located pear Buffalo and Antelope Springs, together with u wealth of
pertinent dats, provide the basis for a disturbing conclusion: The ground
water level is decreasing at an average rate of 0.65 feet per years and within
40 years, Buffalo and Antelope Springs are expected Lo stop fiowing-

The two proposed wells being considered by your ageacy are within the knewn
recharge area for Buffalo and Antelope Springs. Unllke the wells that
presently provide Sulphur and the surrounding area with domestic and email
industrial water neede, the hydroiogic gradient between the two proposed wells
and the two natural springs favors the wells. It is plausible that such a
condition mighti exacerbaie an already critical situation. Btudies of
increased pumping raies from the recharge aree indicate that Buffalo and
Antelepe Springs could stop fiowing in iess Lhan 40 years, perhaps as fevw

as 10,




00-00-0000: letter to mr. leo b. hogan, page 2

The only solution to this urgent problem is to sgeek effective means of
reversing the rate of withdrawals. Indeed, if the long-term interesis of the
area, the state, and the United States are tu be served, fimancial assistance
ghould be directed toward alternatives to pumping ground water.

Therefore, we request your agency's reconsideration of support for this pro-
posed action;and we urge its serious deliberation of alternatives that will

protect, noi injure, the important resources associated with Oklahoma's only
nacional park unit.

If you so choose, we will gladly provide your agency with copies of the
rasearch papers thai suppori the findipgs we bring to your aitention.

Sincerely,

(5gd) Donald A. Dayton
}‘c{'\“\’:
Regional Director,
Southwest Region

cet
Superintendent, Chickasaw

bee:

Chief, Water Resources Division (WBD), Ft. Collins, Colorado
Stan Ponce, WRD/WRB

Bill Werrell, WRD/WSB

Scott Brown, WRD/WRE




00-00-0000: letter to mr. gerald e burelli, chairman

K361 7({SWR-OKR)

0CT 20 1988

Mr. Gerald E. Borelli, Chairmun
Ckiahoma Water Resources Board
P.0. Box 53583

Okilahoma City, Oklahoma 73152

Dear Mr, Borelli:

The National Park Bervice, on behalf of the Chickasaw National Recreation
area, is deeply concerned about two proposed water supply wells near Sulphur,
Oklishoma. The wells and supply system are the subject of a §1 miiliom
financial assistance requesc of the Farmers Home Adminisirvation by the Murray
County'se Rural Water District No., 1. We &ssume thal a procedure has been or
will soon be initisied to secure water rights fcr the proposed wells.

The location of the proposed wells, specificaliy 8Section 31, Township 1 Norih,
Range 4 Easi, of Murray Couniy, is a criiicsl recharge area for Buifalo ana
Ancelope Springs. These naturally flowing freshwalter springs are an unques—
tionably unique and cutstanding resource. They are, in fact, a national
treasure protected by an Act of Congress in 1906.

Despite the imporiance of these and olher naturai eprings in the area—-
important from both historic and economic standpointe--they are being lost at
an alarming rate. Since the area was designated s National Park ia 1906,
approximalely 30 natural springs have ceased flowing. Only five remain. It
is our opinion that the aguifer is being overdrawn; and unlees strict measures
are taken to reverse ihe existing rate of ground waier withdrawals in the
area, Buffalo and Antelope Bprings themselves will stop fiowing.

The Unived Scates and the University of Oklehoma have funded research inio the
geologic and nydrologic characteristics of tne Sulphur grea. Two observation
wells Jocated near Buffseio and Anctclope Springs, together with a wealth of
pe.tinent dalz, provide the baslic for e disiurbing conclusion: The ground
water level fs decreasing #i en sversge raie of 0.63 feel per yeary and wiliian
4U yeavs, Buffalo ano Anlelope Springs are expecied to stop flowing.

1f aliowed, the two wells would be locgied within tne known recharge arcy for
Bufiale and Anteliope Spriugs. Uniike Lhe weiis that preseatly provide Sulphur
ang Lhe surrounding area with domestle and smali iadustrial water meeds, Lhe
hydrolegle gradient between ihe iwo prupesed weils ana the two natural spriags
favors tbhe weils. It ig plausibie that sudh & condiiion might exscerbaie an
alrendy cricical situsiion. Modeling studies of incxesscd pumpiug rates frum
the redlsrge area indicate thar Bufiale and Anieicpe Springs could stlop
fiowing 1n less than 40 years, perbaps as fev as L0.




00-00-0000: letter to mr. gerald e burelli, chairman, page 2

m

In our opinion, the only soluiion to this urgent problem i#8 to seek effeciive
meang of reversing Lhe rate of withdrawais. Indeed, if the long-term
interests of Lhe area. the state, and the United States are to be served,
every concerned agency and person must consider aliernatives to pumping ground
water from this area.

Therefore, we respectLfully request the Oklahoma Water Resvurces Board's
recognition of this proposal for new wells, or any similar propusal in the
future, as propusals that are clearly in opposition to Oklahoms's policy for
protecting resources such as those al Chickasaw. That pulicy assures non-—
degradation with respect to “"waters which constitute an cutsisnding resource
or in waters of exceptional recreational or ecological significance. Tioese
include water bodies in National and State parks, Wildlife Refuges, and those
designated Scenic Rivers."”

While such a policy may be directed at sources of pollution, preventing the
total loss of natural springs such &s Buffalo and Antelupe Springs must be a
part of the spirit of that policy. After all, Chickasaw is Oklahoma's only
national park unit.

At the appropriate time, we would appreciate being notified of the state's
rveview of any application for water righis associated with this proposed
action.

Sincerely,

\v3¢.] Donald A+ Paytan

fegional Director,
Bouthwest Region

[
Superintendeant, Chickasaw

bect

Tom Lucke, WRD

Stan Ponce, WRD/WRB
Bill Werrell, WRD/WSB

Sceii Brown, WKRD/WREB




00-00-0000: applicatoin for exemption from oklahoma's injection program

Gutener 17, 198s
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BEFORE THE CORPORATION COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF OKD\@%{LE@

APPLICANT:  BONITA J. HYATT o
CONSERVATION ATTORNEY . SEp Q- 196
OXLAHOMA CORPCRATION CQMMISSION
SECRETARY
CAUSE"'P".DO’(AT\ON COMMISSION

Mo o 1°?'§ e

TR

SEP 121988
Deparlmient o w. wierlor
REGIONAL SOLICITOR
Tulsa, Oklahama

RELTEF SOUGHT: EXEMPTION OF VIOLA AND SIMPSON
AQUIFERS FOR FURSUANT TO = OCCRP
8-8.1;"0CG-OGR 33135 AND OCG "~
EMERGENCY CRDER NO, 301606,

LANDS COVERED: 'IW'NSI{E[’ 5 NORTH, RANGESEAS’I‘;
TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE &4 EAST;
mmmam&m,ms

APPLICATION

CMES NOW, the Apjéllcant Bonita J. Hyatt, Conservation Attormey for
the Oklahoma COTPOIntlU"L Ccmmss:.an. and represents and shows the
Commission as follows: .

1. Parties:

(a) The Applicamt is Bonita J. Hyatt, Conservation for the Oklahoma
Corporation Commission, Jim Thorpe Building, 2101 N. Lincoln, Blvd.,
Oklahama City, Oklahcma 73105.

(b) Respondents are the Chief Executive Officers of all
incorporated mmicipalities and the Chairmen of the rural water
districts located in the area of the application as listed on
Exhibit "A" attached hereto; and the Uklahoma Water Resources Board .of
the State of Oklahoma,

2. Allegations:

(a) That the Oklshoma Corporation Commission for the State of
Oklahoma and United States Envirommental Protection Agency, Region 6, by
Memorandum of Agreement established policies, responsibilities and
procedures for the State of Oklahoma, Underground Injection Control
Program, as authorized by 42 U.S.C. 300h-4 of the Safe Water Drinking
Act, as amended. That pursuant to said agreement, the Oklahoma
Corporation Commission was granted primacy in regard to the permitting
and regulation of all Class II underground injection wells.

(b) That pursuant to Fmergency Order No, 301606, the Oklahcoma
Corporatien Commission established Rule OCCRP 8-8.1 and OCC-CGR 3-313 to
provide a method and criteria- to exempt certain aquifer from the
protection offered by the OCC rules.

(c) That the below-described lands:

Township 5 North, Range 5 East,
Township 5 North, Range 4 East, and
Township 4 North, Range 5 East,
Semincle Coumty, Pottawatomie County,
and Pentotoe County, Oilahoma,

are underlain by the Viola and Simpson formations located at the depth

_of approximately 2300 feet to 3500 feet. ‘That the Viola and Simpson
-formations in these Sections contains water with fewer than 10,000
milligrams per liter total dissclved solids.

(d) That OCC-OGR 3-206 requires that surface casing be set across
and at least 50 feet below the base of treatable water defined by
OCC-OGR 1-101 as water with less than 10,000 milligrams per liter total
dissolved solids.
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(e) That CCC-OGR Rule 3-301 requires the OCC to prevent pollution
of a treatable water aquifer by injection or disposal wells.

(£) " That the Viola ‘and Simpson aquifers have not been classified as
exempt aquifers.

(g) That the Viola .and Simpson aquifers are not being used for
hupan consumption nor has potential for future use.

(h) That the Vicla and Simpson formations are productive of
hydrocarbons in commercial quantities in this area,

(i) That to further the production of hydrocarbons and protect the
treatable water of this state, this application should be granted,

(j) That the Applicant will file supporting information or receive
waivers of the same pursuant to OCCRP 8-8.1.

3. Legal Authority:

The relief 'sought’ ‘herein is authorized pursuant to 52 0.S. 1981,
§139, OCCRP 8-8.1, CCC-OGR 3-313, and Order No. 301606.

4. BRelief Scught:

WHEREFORE, premises considered, the Applicant respectfully requests
that the Viola and Simpson formations on the above-described lands be
determined to be exempt aquifers pursuant to the rules of the Commission
and for such other relief as mway be appropriate.

Respectfully submitted,
SN CN 7 T

Forita J. Hyatt
Conservation Attorney

VERIFICATION
STATE OF OKLAHCMA )
COUNTY OF OKLAHOMA )

SS:

I, Shirley A. Flies, of lawful age, being duly sworn, states that I
have read the above and foregoing Application am familiar with the
contents thereof, end the statements therein contained are true and
correct.

M 0\7‘(/\;/

Shirley )ﬂf Flies—

Subscribed and sworn to before me this i/bday
1986. 2

My Comission Expizes:// %&/ﬂ? 7 / 74@7
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EXHIRIT “A"

Chief Executive Officers

Seminole County

Tommy Peay, Mayor

c/a City Hall

P, O, Box 402-

Allen, Oklashoma 74825

Jotm Smith, Acting Mayor
General Delivery
Bowlegs, Uklahcma 74830

Gail Dockrey, Mayox
P. 0. Box 134
Calvin, Oklahoma ' 74531

Lloyd Morgan, Mayor
P. 0. Box 13
Cramwell, Oklahoma 74837

Pontotoe County

Clinton Sturdebant, Mayor
12th & Rermie
Ada, Oklahcma 74820

Cooksey, Treasurer
General Delivery
Allen, Oklahoma

Charles Barrick, Mayor
Route 3

Ada, Oklahoma 74820
W. F. M:.tdmsson, Mayor
Route 1

Fitzlugh, Oklahoma 74843
Pottawatomie County
James Overstreet, Mayor
P. 0. Box 308

Asher, Oklahema 74826
Cene Myers

Box 731

Dale, Oklahoma 74838

MeCloud; Oklshema 74851

Pierre F. Taron
P, 0. Box 1448
Shawnee, Oklahoma 74802

Chairmen of the Rural Water Districts

Pantotoc County

Stanely Grzham

Bax 271

Fittstown, Cklshana 74842
Wendell Mitchusson

Route

nmu;h Oklahoma 74843

Lola Mae Gainer, Mayor --
403 South Madison
Konawa, Oklahoma 74849

Dave Jordan, Mayor
Box 217
Maud, Oklahoma 74854

James Knowles, Mayor
P. 0. Box 1273 ]
Seminole, Oklshoma 74868

Wewoka, Oklshoma 74884

Arthur Pipkin, Mayor
General Delivery
Frencis, Oklshama 764846

Don Boatwright, Mayor
General Delivery
Roff, Oklahmn 74865

B. J, Dalton, Mayor
General Delivery
Stonewall, Cklahoma

Ted Wilson, Mayor
General Delivery
Earlsboro, Oklahoma

Dave Jordan, Ma.yor
Box 217

McComb, Oklahema 74852

0. G. VanSchuyber
P. 0. Box 142
Wanette, Oklahoma 74878

Eldon H s -
Route 1, Box 27A
Stonewall, Oklahoma 74871
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Pottawatomie Coumty

Dr. Joe Taron
1605 N. Harrison

Shawnee, Cklahcma 74801

Bill Jordan
Box 151

Saint Louis, Oklahcma 74866

Seminole County

Chester Brantley
Route 1, Box 293
Wenmoka, Oklahoma

D. N. Lawrence
Route 2
Wewoka, Oklahoma

74884

764884

Donald H, Benson
Route 2
Shawnee, Oklahcma 74801

C. L. Thomas
Route 1, Box 23A
Wewoka, Oklahoma 74884

Paul Mathews
Box 1264
Seminole, Cklahoma 74868
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BEFORE THE CORPORATION CQMMISSION OF THE STATE OF OKLAHCMA

APPLICANT: BONTTA J. HYATT
CONSERVATION ATTORNEY
OKLAHQMA OCORPORATION COMMISSION

RELIEF SOUGHT: EXEMPTION OF VIOLA AND SIMPSON ) CAUSE P.D.
AQUIFERS FOR PURSUANT TO OCCRP
8-8.1; OCC-OGR 3-313; AND OCC NO. 17976
EMERGENCY ORDER NO. 301606. —

LANDS COVERED: TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 5 EAST;
- TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 4 EAST;
AND TOWNSHIP 4 NORTH, RANGE 5
EAST, IN SEMINOLE COUNTY,
COUNTY, AND
PONTOTOC COUNTY, OKLAHOMA.

e e

NOTICE OF HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Applicant has filed an Application
for the Exemption of Viola and Simpson formations pursuant to Emergency
Order No. 301606, OCCRP 8-8.1, and OCC-OGR 3-313 from the protection
required for underground sources of drinking water under the Safe Water
Drinking Act and the Rules and Regulations of the Oklahoma Corporation
Commission on the below-described lands: :

Township 5 North, Range 5 East,
Township 5 North, Range 4 East, and
Township 4 North, Range 5 East,
Seminole County, Pottawatomie County,
and Pontotoc County, Oklahcma,

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that this cause be set before the panel of
Hearing Officers designated to hear this cause on the 15th day of
October, 1986, at 8:30 a.m., in Room 301 of the Jim Thorpe Office
Building, for hearing, taking of evidence and reporting to the
Commission.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that pursuant to OCCRP 8-8.1(E) persons
having a protest or interest in this cause must file an Entry of
Appearance or Notice of Protest in the cause no less than Five (5) days
prior to the hearing set forth above.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that all interested persons may appear and
be heard. For information concerning this action, contact Shirley A.
Flies, Attorney, Oklahoma Corporation Cammission, Jim Thorpe Building,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, Phone (405) 521-2255. :

CORPORATION COMMISSION OF OKLAHQMA

FILED e

SEP 9 - 1886

SECRETARY NORMA EAGLEION, Vice Chairman
CORPQRATION COMMISSION

OF OKLAHOMA
JAMES B. TOWNSEND, Commissiomer
DONE AND PERFORMED this Q day of :Slpz , 1986.

BY ORDER OF THE CQMMISSION:

BERDEE S, HOLT, Secretary
SAF/bl,pdm,pft
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Gezever 1o, 1986
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DRAFT

Mr. Leo B. Hogan

Farmer's Home Administration, USDA

sgricultural Center Building

Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074

Dear Mr. Hogan:

The National Park Service, on behalf of the Chickasaw National Recreatlion Area,
is deeply concerned about the proposed action of the Farmers Home

Administration to provide financial assistance for two new water supply wells

near Sulphur, Oklahoma.

The location of the proposed wells, specifically Section 31 of Township 1

North, Range 4 East, of Murray County, 18 a critical recharge area for Buffalo
and Antelope Springs., These naturally flowing freshwater springs are an
unquestlionably unique and outstanding resource. They are, in tact, a national

treasure.

.Despite the importance of these and pther natural springs in the area --
important from both historic and economic standpoints == they are being lost at
an alarming rate. Since the area was designated a National Park in 1906,
approximately 30 natural springs have ceased flowing, Only five remain., It is
our opinion that the aquifer is being overdrawn, and unless measures are taken
to reverse the existing rate of ground water withdrawals in the area, Buffalo

and Antelope Springs themselves will stop flowing.

The United States and the University of Oklahoma have funded research into the
geologic and hydrologic characteristics of the Sulphur area. Two observation
wells located near Butfalo and Antelope Springs, together with a wealth of
pertinenﬁ data, provide the basis for a disturbing conclusion: The ground

water level 1s decreasing at a rate of 0.65 feet per year and wichin 40 years
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Buffalo and Antelope Springs are expected to stop flowing.

The two proposed wells being considered by your agency are within the known
recharge area for Buffalo and Antelope Springs. Unlike the wells that
presently provide Sulphur and the surrounding area with domestic and small
industrial water needs, the hydroloegic gradient between the twe proposed wells
and the two natural springs favors the wells. It is plausible that such a
condition might exacerbate an already critical situation. Studies of increased
pumping rates from the recharge area indicate that Buffalo and Antelope Springs

could stop flowing in less than 40 years, perhaps as few as 10,

The only solution to this urgent problem is to seek effective means of
reversing the rate of withdrawals. Indeed, if the long~term interests of the
area, the state, and the United States are to be served, financial assistance

should be directed toward alternatives to pumping ground water.

Therefore, we request your agency's reconsideration of support Lor this
proposed action and we urge its serious deliberation of alternatives that will

protect, not imjure, the imporrtant resources assoclated with Oklahoma's only

national park unit,

If you so choese, we will gladly provide yocur agency with copies of the
research papers that support the ftindings we bring to your attention.

Sincerely,

Robert I. Kerr
Regional Director

cc: Superintendent, Chickasaw NRA
Keith Yarborough, SWR
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Tom Lucke, WRD

Stan Ponce, WRD-WRB
B11l Werrell, WRD-WSB
Scott Brown, WRD-WRB
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Mr. Gerald E. Borelli, Chairman

Oklahoma Water Resources Board

P.0. Box 53585

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152

Dear Mr. Borelli:

The National Park Service, on behalf of the Chickasaw National Recreation
Area, 1s deeply concerned about two proposed water supply wells near Sulphur,
Oklahoma. The wells and supply system are the subject of a $1 million
financial assistance request of the Farmers Home Administration by the Murray

County Rural Water District No. 1. We assume that a procedure has been or

will soon be initiated to secure water rights for the proposed wells.

The location of the proposed wells, specifically Section 31 of Township L
North, Range 4 East, of Murray County, is a critical recharge area for Buffalo
and Antelope Springs. These naturally flowing freshwater springs are an
unquestionably unique and outstanding resource. They are, in fact, a national

treasure protected by an Act of Congress in 1906.

Despite the importance of these and other natural springs in the area =--
important from both historic and economic standpoints —— they are being lost
at an alarming rate. Since the area was designated a National Park in 1906,
approximately 30 natural springs have ceased flowing. Only five remain. It
is our opinion that the aquifer is being overdrawn, and unless strict measures
are taken to reverse the existing rate of ground water withdrawals in the

area, Butfalo and Antelope Springs themselves will stop flowing.
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The United States and the University of Oklahoma have funded research into the
geologic and hydrologic characteristics of the Sulphur area. Two observation
wells located near Buffalo and Antelope Springs, together with a wealth of
pertinent data, provide the basis for a disturbing conclusion: The ground
water level is decreasing at a rate of 0.65 feet per year and within 40 years

Buffalo and Antelope Springs are expected to stop flowing.

If allowed, the two wells would be located within the known recharge area for
Buffalo and Antelope Springs., Unlike the wells that presently provide Sulphur
and the surrounding area with domestic and small industrial water needs, the
hydrologic gradient between the two proposed wells and the two natural springs
favors the wells. It i1s plausible that such a condition might exacerbate an
already critical situation. Modeling studies of increased pumping rates trom
the recharge area indicate that Buffalo and Antelope Springs could stop

flowing In less than 40 years, perhaps as few as 10.

In our opinion the only solution to this urgent problem is to seek effective
means of reversing the rate of withdrawals. Indeed, 1f the long-term
interests of the area, the state, and the United States are to be served,
every concerned agency and person must consider alternatives to pumping ground

water in this area.

Therefore, we respectfully request the Oklahoma Water Resources Board's
recognition of this proposal for new wells, or any similar proposal in the
future, as proposals that are clearly in opposition to Oklahoma's poliecy for
protecting resources such as those at Chickasaw. That policy assures

nondegradation with respect to "waters which constitute an ocutstanding
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resource or in waters of exceptional recreational or ecological significance.
These include water bodies in Naticnal and State parks, Wildlife Refuges, and

those designated Scenic Rivers."

While such a policy may be directed at sources of pollucion, preventing the
total loss of natural springs such as Buffalo and Antelope Springs must be a
part of the spirit of that policy. After all, Chickasaw is Oklahoma's only

national park unit.

At the appropriate time, we would appreciate being notified of the state's
teview of any application for water rights associated with this proposed
action.

Sincerely,

Robert I. Kerr
Regional Director
Southwest Region

cc: Superintendent, Chickasaw NRA
Keith Yarborough, SWR
Tom Lucke, WRD
Stan Ponce, WRD-WRB
Bill Werrell, WRD-WSB
Scott Brown, WRD-WRB
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BEFORE THE CORPORATION COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF OIMF%&E®

APPLICANT:  BONITA J. HYATT .
CONSERVATION ATTORNEY SEP 9 - 6E8
OKLAHOMA CORPORATION COMMISSION

SECRETARY
RELIEF SCUGHT: EXEMPTION OF VICLA AND SDMPSON ) CAUSE«P;{}?@R.\TISN COMMISSION
- " AQUIFERS FOR PURSUANT TO OCCRP ) S S GKL AHGMA
8-8.1; OCC-OGR 3-313; AWD occ ) ro. 179
EMERGENCY ORDER MO, 301606. )
)
LANDS COVERED: TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 5 EAST; ) M s
TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 4 EAST; ) D
AND TOWNSHIP 4 NORTH, RANGE 5 )
EAST, IN SEMINOLE , ) SEP 121985
COUNTY, AND ; Departineiol vi e wiseriop

REGIONAL SOLICITOR
Tulsa, Oklahoma

APPLICATION

OQMES NOW, the Applicant, Bonita J. Hyatt, Conservation Attormey for
the Oklahoma Corporation Commission, and Tepresemts and shows the
Commission as follows:

1. Parties:

(a) The Applicant is Benita J. Hyatt, Comservation for the Oklzhoma
Corporation Commission, Jim Thorpe Building, 2101 N. Lincoln, Blvd.,
Oklahama City, Cklshoma 73105.

(b) Respondents are the Chief Executive Officers of all
incorporated mmicipalities and the Chairmen of the nmral water
districts located in the area of the application as listed o
Exhibit "A" attached hereto; and the Oklahoma Water Resources Board of
the State of Oklshoma.

2, Allegations:

(a) That the Oklshoma Corporation Commission for the State of
Oklshoma and United States Emvircmmental Protection Agency, Region 6, by
Memorandum of Agreement established policies, responsibilities and
procedures for the State of Oklahoma, Underground Injection Control
Program, as authorized by 42 U.5.C. 300h-4 of the Safe Water Drinking
Act, as amended. That pursuant to said agreement, the Oklahoma
Corporation Commission was granted primscy in regard to the permitti
and regulation of all Class ]'_%rlmdexgrmmd injectigir wells. P =

(b) That pursusnt to Fmergemcy Order No. 301606, the Oklshoma
Corporation Commission established Rule OCCRP 8-8.1 and OCC-OGR 3-313 to
provide a method and criteriz to exempt certain aquifer from the
protection cffered by the OCC rules.

(c) That the below-described lands:

Township 5 North, Range 5 East,
Township 5 North, Range 4 East, and
Tovnship 4 North, Range 5 East,
Seminole County, Pottawatomie County,
and Pontotoc County, Cklahoma,

are underlain by the Viola and Simpscn formations located at the depth
of approximately 2300 feet to 3500 feet. That the Viola and Simpson
formations in these Sections contains water with fewer than 10,000
milligrams per liter total dissolved solids.

(d) That OCC-OGR 3-206 requires that surface casing be set across
and at least 50 feet below the base of treatable water defined by
0CC-OGR 1-101 as water with less than 10,000 milligrams per liter total
dissolved solids.
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(e) That OCC-OGR Rule 3-301 requires the OCC to prevent pollution
of a treatable water aquifer by injection or disposal wells.

(£) That the Viola and Simpson aquifers have not been classified as
| exempt aquifers.

(g) That the Viola and Simpson aquifers are not being used for
Inman consumption nor has potential for future use.

(h) That the Viola and Simpson formations are productive of
hydrocarbons in commercial quantities in this area.

(i) That to further the production of hydrocarbons and protect the
treatable water of this state, this application should be granted.

(j) That the Applicant will file supporting information or receive
waivers of the same pursuant to OCCRP 8-8.1.
3. Legal Authority:

The relief sought herein is authorized pursumt to 52 0.S. 1981,
§139, OCCRP 8-8.1, OCC-OGR 3-313, and Order No. 301606.

4. Relief Sought:

WHEREFORE, premises comsidered, the Applicant respectfully requests
that the Viola and Simpson formations on the above-described lands be
determined to be exempt aquifers pursuant to the rules of the Commission
and for such other relief as may be appropriate.

Respectfully submitted,
Sl a2 Ll

Benita J. Kyatt
Conservation Attorney

VERIFICATION

STATE OF OKLAHCMA 2
) SS:

COUNTY OF OKLAHOMA )

I, Shirley A. Flies, of lawful age, being duly sworn, states that I
have read the above and foregoing Application am familiar with the
contents thereof, and the statements therein contained are true and
correct.

Stho o

shirley A§ Flies—

My Commission Expires:
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EXHIBIT "A"

Chief Executive Officers

Saminole Coumty

Tommy Peay, Mayor

c/o City Hall

P. 0. Box 402

Allen, Oklahoma 74825

John Smith, Acting Mayor
General Delivery
Bowlegs, Oklahoma 74830

Gail Doclkrey, Mayor
P. O. Box 134
Calvin, Oklahoma 74531

Lloyd Morgan, Mayor
P, C, Box 13
Cromwell, Cklzhoma 74837

Pontotoc County

Clinton Sturdebant, Mayor
12th & Remnie
Ada, Oklshoma 74820

Wayne Cooksey, Treasurer
General Delivery
Allen, Oklahcma

Charles Barrick, Mayo
Route 3 .
Ada, Oklahoma 74820

W, F, Mitchusson, Mayor
Route 1
Fitzlugh, Oklzhama 74843

Pottawatamie County

James Overstreet, Mayor
P. 0. Box 308
Asher, Oklzhcma 74826

Gene Myers
Box 731
Dale, Oklahoma 74838

Charlie Willisms
Box 280
McCloud, Oklshoma 74851

Pierre F. Taron
P, O, Box 1443
Shawnee, Oklzhoma 74802

Chairmen of the Rural Water Districts

Pontotoe County

Stanely Graham

Box 271

Fittstown, Cklzhama 74842
Wendell Mitchusson

Route 1
Fitzhugh, Oklahoma 74843

Lola Mae Gainer, Mavor
403 South Madison
Konawa, Oklahoma 74849

Dave Jordan, Mayor
Box 217
Maud, Oklzhoma 74854

James Knowles, Mayor
P. 0. Box 1273
Seminole, Cklahoma 74868

Lecdus Barks, Maycr
P. 0. Box 1497
Wewoka, Oklahcoma 74884

Arthur Pipkin, Mayor
General Delivery 3
Franeis, Oklshoma 74844

Don Boatwright, Mayor
General Delivery
Roff, Oklahoma 74865

B. J. Daltcn, Mayor
Genersl Delivery
Stenewall, Oklahoma

Ted Wilson, Mayor
General Delivery
Earlsboro, Oklahoma

Dave Jordan, Mayor
Box 217
Maud, Oklahoma 74854

Ruby Davis, Mayor
P. 0. Box 706
McCorb, Oklahorma 74852

0. G. VanSch
P, 0. Box 142
Wanette, Cklzhoma 74878

Jim Allred
Route 1, Box 176
Allen, Oklahoma 74825

Eldon Humphers
Route 1, Box 27A
Stonewall, Oklahoma 74871
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Pottavatame County

Dr. Joe Taron Donald H. Benson

1605 N. Harrison Route 2

Shavnee, Oklahcma 74801 Shavwnee, Oklzhoma 74801
Bill Jordan

Box 151

Saint Louis, Oklahcma 74866

Seminole County

Chester Brantley C. L. Thomas

Route 1, Box 293 Route 1, Box 232
Wewcka, Oklahomz 74884 Wewoka, Oklahoma 74884
D. N. Lawrence Paul Mathews

Route 2 Box 1264

Wewolka, Oklshoma 74884 Seminole, Oklahoma 74868
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BEFORE THE CORPCRATION COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF OKLAHGMA

APPLICANT: BONITA J. HYATT
CONSERVATTON ATTORNEY
OKLAHCMA CORPORATION CQMMISSION

RELIEF SOUGHT: EXEMPTION OF VIOLA AND SDMPSON CAUSE P.D.
AQUIFERS FOR PURSUANT TO OCCRP
8-8.1; OCC-OGR 3-313; AND 0CC w. 17976

EMERGENCY ORDER NO. 301606.

)

)

)

)

LANDS COVERED: TCWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 5 EAST; )
TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 4 EAST; )

AND TOWNSHIFP 4 NORTH, RANGE 5 )

EAST, IN SEMINCLE COUNTY, )

POTTAWATQMIE OCUNTE, AND )

PONTOTOC COUNTY, OFLAHOMA. )

NCTICE OF HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Applicant has filed an Application
for the Exemption of Viola and Simpson formations pursuant to Emergency
Order No. 301606, OCCRP 8-8.1, and OCC-OGR 3-313 from the protection
required for underground sources of drinking water under the Safe Water
Drinking Act and the Rules and Regulations of the Oklahcma Cerperation
Commission on the below-described lands:

Township 5 North, Range 5 East, ,
Township 5 Nerth, Range 4 East, and

Township 4 North, Range 5 East,

Seminole County, Pottawatomie County,

and Pontotoc County, Oklahoma,

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that this cause be set before the panel of
Bearing Officers designated to hear this cause on the 15th day of
October, 1986, at 8:30 a.m., in Room 301 of the Jim Thorpe Office
Building, for hearing, taking of evidence and reporting to the
Commission.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that pursusnt to OCCRP 8-8.1(E) persons
having a protest or interest in this cause must file an Entzy of
Appearance or Notice of Protest in the cause no less than five (5) days
prior to the hearing set forth abave.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that all interested persons may appear and
be heard. For information concerning this action, contact Shirley A.
Flies, Attorney, Oklahoma Corporation Cammissicn, Jim Thorpe Building,
Oklshoma City, Oklahema, Phone (405) 521-2255.

CORPORATION COMISSION OF OKLAHGMA

)

SEP 9 - 1886

SECRETARY TORMA FAGLEION, Vice Chairman
CORPORATION COMMISSION
OF OKLAHOMA

JAMES B. TOWNSEND, Commissicmer

DONE AND PERFORMED this Q day of :S(pz , 1986.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

BERDEE S. HOLT, Secretary

SAF/bl,pdm,pft
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T

Jl}_'J. T,r’

Do 2

Scuthwest Reglon
P. 0. Box 728
Santa Fe, Hew Mexice 37501

LSk }
MAY 1 1 1973

br. James Harp

School of Civil Engineeving
University of Oklsheoma
Horman, Oklshoma T3069
Dear Dr. Harp:

It was a pleasure meeting you and Dr. Joskim Leguros recently. Enclosed
plesse find copies of the: .

(1)$¢mwmmmm.umo¢u

(2) groundwater level charges for the Horsmsn well,

apring flows issuing from both Antelope and Buffalo Springs, and other
minor springs within the Park.

This project has been given s high 1974 FY priority within this Region.
We will this comtract as scon as funds ere avallable. Should you
have any questioms, pleass gall 505-982-3801, extension b93.

Enclosures

ce:

Vie Berte, PIM-HASO
Director, DSC, R. Budz
Supt., Platt
PON=-5WR |

GMoore:ba  5/11/73




00-00-0000: legal addendum for stream systems

I, Legal Addendum for Stream Systems

fny right of the Park to use stream water in Travertine Creek, Rock
Creek or a source thereof originated with tha ceding of Indian ter-
ritory to the Department of the Interior.

The legislation establishing Platt National Park in 1902, 32 Stat,
855 provided that: "Until otherwise provided by law the Secretary
of the Intericr may, under rules prescribed for that purpose, resu-
late and control the use of the water of said springs and c¢reeks and
the terporary use and occupation of the lands so ceded," (U.S.C.
title 15, sec, 151), Uhen the Park was enlarged in 1905, the additional
acreage was made subject to the same provisions as the original Park
(U.S.C., title 16, sec, 152). This right was not affected by thes
enabling act for Oklahoma to become a state, 34 Stat. 265: ", . ,
nothing in this act contained shall repeal or affect any act of
Congress relating to the Sulphur Springs Reservation [now Platt
Naticnal Park] . . ." U.S.C., title 16, sec. 153. This right was
expanded to include acguisition of water richts or lands or rights—
of-way in 1946, 60 Stat. 885, U.S.C. title 16, sec. 17-2, d

Although these laws by themselves indicate an absolute right to use
all waters flowing through or originating in the Park, two other

laws modify this right: 1) Authorization for the Arbuckle Reclama—
_tion Project, 87 Stat. 534 ceded a permanent risht in waters for
mmicipal use to water users, and 2) 82 Okla, St. 1972 requiring
the U. S. to notify the Oklshoma Resources Board when water was to
be appropriated by the U.S, Under this lat, a public hearing with
necessary notice to water users is required before the U. S. can
claim use to surface waters,

At the present time, the Park has no permit to use any water from
the Oklahoma Water Resources Board. Under the Winters doctrine

and the Reservation doctrine, it would appear that permits are
unnecessary. However, if an entire basin is adjudicated, it seems
unlikely that the U. S. would refuse to cooperate with the State
Board in its distribution of water rights. In fact, a federal court
could require the U. S. to do so.

In sumary, the Park may, even under Oklshama law, make domestic
use of water from the stream systems. Beyond this use, the U. S.
may invoke the Reservation doctrine to use as much water as it
cares to use. Some caution should be exercised in this regard,
however, as the trend in the law is toward increased cooperation
with state adjudications of water basins.
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II,

Lezal Considerations Re Vendoms Well

1

2-

Background

Vendome well is a privately owned artesian well that is probably
about 6" in diameter, It has bsen choked down to around 4" so
that it has a fountain effect when it comes ocut of the ground.
It has been commercially developed to the extent that a swimming
peol has been built beside it. Although the pool has operated
in recent years, it remained inactive during the 1972 summer
season. In the 1930's, the CCC developed an artificial channel
for the runoff from the well in Platt National Park, now called -
Sulphur Falls. This runoff is now a major attraction in the -
Park and also furnishes a permanent flow to Travertine Creek
which feeds into the Arbuckle Reservoir, The Oklahoma Water .
Resources Board has fully approoriated all the waters in Arbuckle
Reservoir,

Vendome Waters under Oklahoma Law

A. Oklahoma divides its waters into four categories: percolating
groundwater, underground stream flow, stream waters and sur-
face waters. The major consideration is whether the Vendome
waters would be classified as percolating groundwater or as
stream water. There is no doubt but that the well producsd
nothing but groundwater when it was initially drilled. How-
ever, under a doctrine established in Chicago, R., I. & P.

Ry. v. Groves, an Oklahoma case decided in 1908, and elabo-
rated upon m' Branch v. Altus, decided in 1945, an artifi-
cially made watercourse becomes "natural™ over the vears as
the water cuts into channel with its natural ervsive qualities.
(see The Oklahoma Law of Water Rights, Hutchins, 1960, p.8

for a more cormprehensive explanation of this b}

B. If the water is classified as groundwater, the owner of the
well has complete control of the well water and may use it
as he sees fit with the single restraint that the water not
be wasted. However, Oklahama Law, beginning in July.1973,
will also require that a permit be obtained for use of any
groundwater above domestic use. A quick review on Aug. 1,
1972, of permits for groundwater in Muray County did not
reveal a present permit. This would limit the owner to a small
percentage of the flow. The rest could continue to flow down
Sulphur Falls.

Of course the owmer could always shut dowmn completely in
which case, the Park would have to drill a new well. The more
likely class:.fJ.catJ.m seems to be that Vendome water is stream
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3.

water since any source of stream water is considered to be
included under the single classification of "stream water®.
In this case, the present owner would have to claim a per-
mit under the stream waters appropriation for any use other
than domestic. Again, a quick review of permits, also on
Aug. 1st, did not reveal an existing permit.

In either case, the owner would have to apply for a permit
to use existing flow at which time the Park present its
case in a hearing when the auner would apply for a permit.

Conelusions

Although the Park could probably legally and successfully defend
its present beneficial use of the water from Vendome Well, a
more practical solution would be the purchase of the water rights
from Vendame VWell or the entire well. This would not only pre-
vent inevitable costs involved in any lawsuit in the event the
water would be classified as groundvater and the owner would
to geal off the well. This would prevent the cost of
E&% new well. It would alsc maintain good public rela-
tions within the local cormunity as well as provide possible
future develcpment of the areassurrounding Sulphur Falls.
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Do&%‘ i

P. 0. Box 728
Santa Fe, Hew Mexico 37501

Lsh

MAY 11 1973

Br. Jazes Harp

School of Civil Engineering
University of Cklahowma
Horman, Cklahoma 73069

Dear Dr. Harp:

It was a pleasure neebing you and Dr. Joakim Laguros receatly. Enclosed
please Tind copies of the: .

{1) water level measuremenis for Antelove snd Buffalo Springs;
and

{2) groundwater level charges for the Horsmsn well.

As we ai , we would appreciste reviewing s proposal {o & ine if
groundwater withd 13 ouiside of Platt National Park has on effect om
spring flows issuing from both Antelope and Buffalo Springs, and other
minor springs within the Park. '

This project has been given a high 1974 FY priority within this Region.
e will award this comiract aa soon as funds are available., Should you
have any suestions, pleass call 505-932-38G1, extension h4g3.

Anclosurss

ce:

Vic Berte, PNW-WASO
Director, DSC, R. Budz
Supt., Platt

PSN-SHR 1

GMoore:ba  5/11/73




08-21-1972: water system data; august 21, 1972

irea  platt National Park Recorded by C.T. Othmer ' Dates f21/ 72~
D.Da.Yr.

1. Mare of System:  Stream systems

2. iocation: State Oklahoma - County Murray Gonaral Area Sulphur

2, General Descoription: Rock Creek, Travertine Creek, Springs flowing into creeks,
(lype o Syszem, Uss, Sourcss, (zpacity, ete.)

(Bromide, Medicine € Black Sulphur Springs are included in Mineral Water Systems)

4, Uater Rights: Type of Rignt dumevie— Pesevyoion,  ClaimNo, None
{Kiparian Appropriative Absoluteete,) ’
Pezmit No.__ Nome Dogket No. * Neme— / Remarks:

- - »'{e.g. sec addencan)

5. Scurces .of S‘.q:pl}r; Ho.l'zypé of Scurces

NA) 5. Stm No. nfm S:.ta :

atmgena:un;.m Latitude Lengitade T MY,
: iieg.,PE."n.Séc. T T TeE.An.Sees)

Othnr Ipcaﬁm Descmptm-ss

-wsw

(ﬁmuat.w Elm'%d Undergtamd, Ground m‘m, etc.)

: Pmmme Sett:mg npa Omstn."t:.m :
Capac:.ty gal., Inlet Sua ~in. (ht]El.' Size I,
P&na:ks . 4

#Storege Tata §2: locatfon: latitude /s longitude . 4 7
+ Jre " "{Ieg,.Min.5zc.7 .1 T(Teg.TEm.5eC.)

Other Location Deseriptions:

w Storaea :

e (mmaﬁa. E.E\«Wed. Um.argxmmd, Grouwnd Lgdh S Ete)
i m 5etnng i Type Construction. sk

II'E Pﬁ@a&a . "

Capaca.ty gal. “ulet Sizs - in. Ouklet Sixe’s L init

way 7. Distribution: Residences Trailers
Drinking I—‘a.mtams Fire Hydrants Othar
8. - Vendme Well lantuda 34030720" N lmgrl:m:h 96°58'22" W {Indian

| Buffalo Springs = . 330" 9N M 96°56'20" W Meridian) -

4 Springs m . ogye3grim N m ggoggragM g Bt
Travertine Creek joins Rock Cresk " O30A™ N m 96°68"16" W
Rock: Creek: enters Park BWSI0TIMN M 950581287 W
i oo ot i T We28RAETN . v ggesmigwy




08-21-1972: addendum for source data; august 21, 1972

WA

ADCENDAM FOR SCURCE. DATA

—

Source No./Names

Power Source Motor: Make HP
(Electric, Gas, Generator)

ReM: vpe Phase Cycles
Purp Housing: Type Canst. - ; Size x x
" i s (Roor) M x L x H)

Control: Autcmatic

(Float, Flectrode, Pressure, 1ime, €1C.)
Manual

Othex

}

Vendome Well) Tt

History: er or Construction Co, unknown.
g €57

TAddress)
_ Date Drilled: / /19322 Pup Intzke Satfing ft.
BT

&fth:xi- Drilled:

cred, (able, Dug, Fyd. F.crt, Jetted,
Air Pgmss:.on, Reverse Fotary, md'u.ng etc.

LLEEE Typey

AT, m@.ﬂt, Jet, Mose, Pistan, Submerg, LD, ete.)
Hgt.ofCumgd:werumd ———=_ ft, Static Water Level —- ft,
(Fytm top of casing to
-l . water level)
‘Drassdown__ NA ft. Q at Specified Drawdown  —-——-
Hsthud of Heasuemant'

Static Water level NA
“TAIr line, Steel lape, LIECLTic Probe, etc.)

Drawdown B NA
. (AT Line, ‘Steel Tape, Eleciric Prooe, etc.)

Remarks: 1) see addemcum: %al mnnder-atlms re Vendome Well; 2)
e.g. see & for cnemi analysis, water usage, etc.)
Flow mmed at 2500 gpm 12/1/59; 3) well drilled to depth of 365 ft.
4) chammel to Traveitine Creek sommmtad by CCC in the thirties.

'Mmm&umg@aﬂ Buffalo Springs, Antelope Springs and
demmlmﬂmpmmpal contributors to Travertine Creek which feeds into
Rockfz'aekaa it flows thropgh the Park boundaries. All three sources are arte—

sian, Vendome averages approx. 2500 gpm. Buffals and Antel.upe Springs vary between
0 and 2500 gpm.




10-15-1963: report of water analysis; october 15, 1963

~

—~

KLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEAvL.d

ENGINEERING LABORATORY

REPORT OF WATER ANALYSIS

'SAMPLE ufinia Snrings ENGINEERING LABORATORY NUMBER 839
SOURCE OF SaMPLE Platt Hational faek: DATE TAKEN 10-1-63
| oIry_Sulghue DATE RECEIVED 10-3-63
couny_tharray DATE COMPLETED, 10-1%+63
PUBLIC * PRIVA.‘TE ‘
RESULTS REPCRTED IN PARTS PER MILLION .
CONSTITUENT PPN CONSTITUENT PPN
SILICA (Si0z) IRON (Fe) 0
CALCIUM (Ca) 73 | MANGANESE (Mn) o
MAGNESIUM (Mz) 38 | SULFATE (SOy) 18
S0DIUM (Na) SPECIFIC CONDUCTANCE (Microhms )
POTASSIUM (K) DISSOLVED SOLIDS 380
BICARBONATE (HCO4) 405 | TOTAL HARDNESS (CaCO3) 336
CARBONATE (CO3) CALCIUM HARDNESS (CaC03) 180
CALORIDE (C1) 10 | NON-CARBONATE HARDNESS (CaCO4) | 4
FLUCRIDE (F) 0 | wpm ALKALINITY (CaCOs3) 0
NITRATE (N) 0.0 | TOTAL ALKALINITY (CaCO3) 132
AMVMONIA (N) 0.60 | coLor ]
_ TURBIDITY (5102) 0
DISSOLVED OXYGEN
BIOCHEMICAL OXYGEN DEMAKD pH 7.4

REMARKS

ANALYST John Thompson
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02-17-1959: analytical report; february 17, 1959

EPR-62 v i A i T
ANALYTICAL' REPORT
Te M. C. Powers , Report Number 5975
4 Date February 17, 1959 Book Number ol

Eight water samples as designated

Total Halide, caleulated
Iodide, % Bromide, $°  Chloride, ¥  as Chlorids, mgfkg’-s,"& -

Sarmle (Gravimetricz {ﬁ;avimetzic! !gra.vimetgig! [Titgimetrlc!

1. 0.000 . 0.012 0,005 -inyg
. M Hé"
o=, 0.0039 0,000 0.0155 =)+
\\ 0L Y
3 \ 0,000 0.003 : 0.0533» - 557
4 \ * * . 2.9
‘ 2'9
/’ 10 izo arre
5 / 0.001 0.0120 0.2270 | - 2408
6. 0.001 0.000 0.0876 - 4496
/7 _ 10 rxo 2170
AT 0.001 0,612 0.2170 - 2%e0
.l 9
e 3 0,000 0.000 0.0099 —
[ —~—

“Method inspplicable,

- S
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00-00-0000: metals

Tebals(cont.)
Ge 92 OF

residue 1 2 3 L 5 6 7 8
3ilicon Tre Tre Tr, Tr. Tra Tre Tre e
Total

Sulphur 000 0,00 0.19 0.19 0,12 0e32 0.19 e
Potessiun 0436 0.63 1.38 Qulihy - 0.67 1.4 . 0.63 0,17




00-00-0000: composition of spring and well water in platt national park

COXTOGITICH OF SYRING ANMD WELL VUATER
: I
PLATT WATIONAL PARK

Halides Buffale AnBelope Sulphur Bléck  7aBillfon Sulnhur Kefalde V'edloina
WL, o of Sgriﬁ Sprinzs TFool Sulphur Springe  Springs Springs Springs
totel Sea, =
Chloride - 0.0050 | 0.0099  0.0534F <==- = 0,0155 0.0876 0.2270 0.2170
Broctde 0.0000 | 0.0000 0.00J0 Q=893 0,0000  0.0000 0.0120 0,0120 -
Indide 0.0000 | 0,0000 00,0000 wee—=  0.0039 0.0010 0,0010 0,001
Total :
Halides 0.0050 | 0.0099. ©0,056F 0.0003 0.0184  0.08856 0.2400 0.,2300
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