Docket No: 12
EL PORTAL WELL #1

Preliminary Docket Information

06-26-1996: docket information mapping the well numbers with its docket number

’
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June 26, 1996

f The primary water supply for El Portal is from wells 2 through 7. Well 1 is no
1 longer in use. All 7 wells are thought to tap the underflow of the Merced River.
For information pertaining to land status and riparian rights common to all the
above dockets, please refer to YOSE 012: El Portal Well #1.

State Water Rights Documentation




11-05-1959: letter to executive officer, state water rights board from regional chief of operations regarding land purchased from the

— - -

180 Hew e
Montgomery Strest
San Franciseo 5, California

Hovember 5, 1959

Re: Merced River
Water Rights

In particular we wish to be notified of action
wumwwmmm«mmmm
mwmma 16186 end 16187 of the Merced Irrigation

Sincerely yowrs,

(SGD) JOHN B, WOSKyY

John B. Wosky
Regional Chief of Operations

Copy to: Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro
cteandard 011 Building
San Francisco k, California

Copy to: Director e

Land History



03-08-1960: memorandum to regional director from acting assistant chief of lands regarding completion of forms nps-I-1 el portal

|

. 7__‘»__;’/ /:,/—7

¥ereh 3, 1520

Hemgrandum
To: Begionm]l Dlrecter, Region Four
From: Acting Assistsat Chief of Landa

Sub ect: Caspleticn of Forme BPS-L-1 El Poartal Meinistrative
Bite, Yosemite Hatilowmsl Perx

Attached sre three copies each of Torm WPS-L-1 relsting %o the
below deseribed pssemblies of dovuments filed is the Fasicssl Farx
Service permmpest land records, relating (o sequisition of laads
snd/or interesis in lends in ibe Bl Portsl Administrativ-e Site,
authorizad by the act of September 2, 1558 (72 Stat. 1772).

£l Portal Adsinigtravi-e Site (Yosemite ¥ntiomal Fark) Deed

S5. 179-A purchesed from 51 Portal Miming Compeny ty desd of
Hovember 7, 1999, wme agcepted by the Assistant Direetar, Natiossl
Pari Service, as of April 13, 1539, the dute of the Atiorney Gen-
eral’s finel Gitle opimion (copies prericusly supplied you),
deciariag a valild title vests in the United Btates. This insteument
conseys to thes United States epproximetely 472.0C acres of land in
fee simpls and guitcisisms certain recited unpatentad mining clalms,
mill sites and weter rights. The asvssgee within the wopatented
elnime and sites are oot ipeluded in the %72 acres.

2l Portal Adminigtrstive Site (Yosemite Sationsl Park) deed

$o. 179-B, purchmsed Irem R. H, Crulisbank 15.99 acres of lsod Ty
desd of Jewuary 1, 1559, wes secepted by the Assistast Director
as of July 29, 1959, the date of the Attorney Gerarsl’s fimsl
title » dzclaring & valid titie to be wested in the United
3istes {(coples of this cpinien were sreviously supplled you ).

21 Portal Administrative Site (Yosemite Mationel Park) Desd

Fo. 17%-C, purchesed Trom Yosemite Satursl Histery Aseocietion the
unpatentsd Meby Hill Site claim on United States' lamd by quis-
claim deed of May 13, Lvs0, acespted by the Assistant Diregtor




03-08-1960: memorandum to regional director from acting assistant chief of lands regarding completion of forms nps-I-1 el portal

as of Sovember id, 1575, the data of the opisics of the Assistaat
Soliciter, Bational Farks, tmb the telain deed sulfficwd W
relesse the isterset of the locstor (2opies of this opinlon wers
previsusiy swpplied yeu).

As indicated wlove, we hmwe assigsed the Yosemite Rmtiosal Pask
Beed mmeral 179, with lettered auffixss A; B, €, for the tyee
deads, and will assigs sdditicoal letters to 175, for wiai w

Duplicate
Attachments

Copy to: Mr. Smith (deed files)
+ Bunn
CRWSmith:ip




00-00-0000: deed - el portal mining company to the usa

No 1293

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS THAT: .

L. EL PORTAL MINING COMPANY, a .allfornia corpora-

tien, hereinafter called "Grantor," does hereby srant to THE
? m—

UNITED STATES OF AMERIGA the following real property situate

and located in the County of Mariposa, State of Californtia,
more particularly described as follows:
Parcel No. 1:

Section 16, Township 3 Sourh Range 20 East,
Mount Diablo Buc and Meridian

The SE'léu 31 2IE1u SL/2NL1/‘6NE%‘$,

s i/& s 142 Za E t/u s i/azsf a/“ .
E 83 SW 1
n‘ 1;“ 18 1/2 1/»1/' m/l/gwsyl/x / /

Parcel No. 2:

Sectlon 17, Township 3 South, Range 20 East,
Mount Diablo Base and Meridian;

The NW 1/4 SW 1/k, S 1/2 N 1/2, and NE 1/4
SW 1/k. / / 4 d /
Parcel No. 3:

Section 18, Township 3 South, Range 20 Hast,
Mount Diablo Baae and Meridian;

The N 1/2 SE 1/4, SE 1/4 Nw /4, 1/4 NE 1/4
and NE 1/4 SW 1/4. / / &

Parcel Meo. 4:

A. -North Barium Lode Claim
~ South Barium Lode Claim
“Barium No. 1 Lode Claim
lying within Sections 18 and 19, Township 3
South, Range 20 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian,
all patented claims cont.lnln‘ 61,979 Mrcn.

B. East Baryte l'.odp Claim, a patented

mining cl. oont 19, uru, lying within :
Section 1 th, Range 20 East, Mount e
Diablo Ba.u u‘ hr&“ Lig

1;u¢ -uuu :-3... .% s fun
S patented mtn-

1u clm cm




00-00-0000: deed - el portal mining company to the usa, page 2cont

(a) The leas=s, licenses, easements, rights of
way and grants descrived in Exhibit A attached hereto and
hereby incorporated nerein by reference;

(b) Lease aated April 1, 1947, executed by El

Portal Mining Company, Lessor, to Standard 011 Company of

California, Lessee, for terms and oonditions therein set

’ forth (recorded December 12, 1947, in Volume 24 of Official
s Records of Mariposa County, at page 47), as modified by docu-
ment dated April 21, 1953 (recorded April 30, 13953, in Volume

43 of Offieial Records, page 24, Mariposa County Records);

(c) Any other leases, licenses, easements, rights

of way or rights in possession of which Grantor did not have

actual knowledge as of March 24, 1958.
II. Grantor does hereby quitclaim to THE UNITED

STOTES OF AMERICA the following unpatented mining claims, un-

patented millsites, and water rights:

/ Barium No. 3- lying within Section 18, Township
3 Seuth, Range 20 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian;

Barium No. 6 - Lying within Section 19, Township
v 3 Sowth, Ramge 20 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian;

Barium No. 4 - lying within Sections 7 and 18,
s
| 3 South, Range 20 Bast, Mount Diablo Base

and Meridian; }

v Barium Ne. 5 - lying within Section 18, Towmship
3 Sowth, Range 20 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian;

And Amnex - lying within Section 18, Townsaip 3
Sosth, Range 20 Esst, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian;

; Rast Baryte Millsite - lying within Section 18,
i 3 South, Range 20 East, Mount Diablo Base
and an;
North Barium Millaite - ly within Seotiems 18
and 19, Township 3 South, Range BEast, Nount Biablo
Base and Néridiss.

- g,




00-00-0000: deed - el portal mining company to the usa, page 3cont

Bt bt oo o - ..

Grantor's interest in any water rights used in
connection with or appurtenant to any of the prop-
erty, mining claims or millsites granted or quitclaimed
in paragraphs I and II hereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, sald El Portal Mining Company -
has caused 1ts corporate name and seal to pe affixed hereto

and this instrument to be executed by 1ts duly authorized of-

ficers.

EL PORTAL MINING COMPANY, e
5t d ; s

e Presldent

o BV’
Secretary




11-07-1958: notary public - proof of sale

’ ~,
|
! STATe O CALIFURNIA, J
( 88
City and Couity of Sui Francisc. . J
i "lisﬁ e, \‘\A’.\M& 1998, Li-
fore me, HAZELE. THOMPSON . = ..« wr, putiiz ir ara for sald
city and counly and sta “, pErIunally appeared _’_...MN
: s WnOWn Do nepre je ., anu _
!' G. L.CARTER , known t¢ se 15 te - re secretary, respectlvely,
: of EL PORTAL MINING COMYPANY, i~ co ration tnat =xecuted
) the withli 1nstrument, and vi..wi. tc me L bLe the rersons who
‘ execuied cne wlthin instmimen. on v=haif of the corporation
therein named, and acknowleaged to me that such corporation
executed the same pursuant 1o 1.3 vy-laws or a resolution of
N its board of dlrectors.
in and Yor the City and County
San Franecisco, State of California
v

My Commission Kxpires October 3% I988
Y

P s




00-00-0000: exhibit a - lot numbers and tenants

EXHIBIT A
leases

Lot Number Tenant
1l Mrs. M. Johnson
2 A. Sellenrick
3 W. E. Brantley
4 Eloise A. Queroz
5 R. E. Brantley
6 R. J. Kirk
7 Mrs. N. W. Bredeman
8 Wallis Qullic
9 H. S. Anderson
10 J. C. wright
11 Lee Youd
12 A. J. Kohler
11A A. Carroll Parish
13 J. Hansen
14 Margaret Bolin
16 Pauline Landy
17 Gladys Reed
18 H. Y. Reeves
19 Robert Babcock
20 T. H. Murphy
21 Pletcher Acord
22 G. A. Dukes




00-00-0000: exhibit a - lot numbers and tenants, page 2cont

Lot Number

33A-33B

Tenant
Carroll Clark
William Ellilott
Mrs. Anne Hulme
Mrs. Bebe Cline
James Ray
H. L. Odgers
Iva Mercer
Raymond T. Munson
Mrs., Esther Shiveley
Vernon Webb
Segrid Nelson
T. Freitas
Anne Dusterhoft
Maggle Zimmerman
F. McCleese
Clyde Gann
Robert F. and Mildred Powell
D. McElligott
W. Zollers
Robert Ringrose
Ivan Wiswall
B. P. Hickok
Otto Rinquist
Walter J. Fitzpatrick




00-00-0000: exhibit a - lot numbers and tenants, page 3cont

Lot Mmber
60
61
62
63
64
GhA

S EIRFES

8 EQ

99
100

101

Tenant
Peter Taglio

H. F. Boughton
B. Laughter
Anna Phillips
Y. L. Marshall
Mary A. Dirting
A. Muller

W. A. Sayers

El Portal Food Market
(W. A. Neubert)

R. G. Brown

J. 8. Murphy

J. Vence

Manuel Senna

Laura M. Moore

John Walliser

J. J. Murphy

Stanley Hollingsworth
James Price

Post Office (D. D. Shepherd)
E. Bartsch

F. Barthlome

H. Salmon

D. C. Munley

Post No. 2971,
Veterans of Poreign Wars

W. W. Williams




00-00-0000: property lease information and rights of way

D
\

Lease covering Inn and Coffee Shop with W, E. Brantley,
commenced August 1, 1947, renewed to July 31, 1962, by extension
of lease dated PFebruary 15, 1955,
Lease dated September 24, 1957, covering food market
on Highway 140, with W. A. Neubert, to expire March 31, 1962.
Lease with Standard 011 Company of California dated
‘ January 22, 1957, and expiring August 31, 195G, covering areas
i used for bulk plant and cottages.
| Lease with Standard 0il Company of California covering
Station 8746, extended to March 31, 19067, by letter dated
August 27, 1957,
Lease for garage with William J. Leary, assigned to
A. Sellenrick on March 29, 1950, to expire on October 31, 1959,
covering a concrete block building adjacent to the post office

on the side of the post office toward the Standard 011 bulk plant.

Rights of Way '

1. Certain rights of way granted to the San Joaquin
Light and Power Corporation pursuant to resolutions of vendor's
directors dated December 28, 1932, and covering the following
property:

(a) A strip of land one hundred (100) feet wide, lying
rifty (50) feet (measured at right angles) on each side of the
following described line:




00-00-0000: property lease information and rights of way, page 2cont

Beginning at a point on the West line of the SE 1/4
NW 1/4 Section 18, and distant thereon 1088 feet South
from the NW corner thereof and running thence N. §7' 06!
E. a distance of 213 feet to a point thence N. 50° 46% E,
a distance of 1122 feet to a point; thence S. 70° 12! E.
a distance of 1;%6 feet to a point; thence N. 83° 37' E.
a distance of 2 feet to a point; thence N. 66° 57" E.
293 feet to a point on the East line of the claim "Annex"
which point is 589 feet South from the NE corner thereof .
Also, beginning again on the West line of the S 1/2 of
the NW 1/4 of Section 17 and distant thereon 1060 faet
North from the SW corner thereof and running thence N,
80° O4' E. a distance of 888 feet to a point; thence N.
78° L1' E. 700 feet to a point on the Nerth line of the
S 1/2 of the NW 1/4 of Section 17, which point 1s approx-
imately 1550 feet E. from the NW corner thereof.

() A astrip of land ten (10) feet wide, 1ying five
(5) feet (measured at right angles) on each side of the center
line described in said resolutions,

2. Rights of way giantod to the Pacific Gas and Flec-
tric Company for a single line of poles granted pursuant to a
resolution of vendor's directors dated December 20, 1939, and
covering the following property:

Certain strips of land, ten (10) feet in width and
lying five (5) feet on each side of the following described
center lines:

1. Beginning at a point from which the quarter
corner common to said Sections 17 and 18 bears North
3° 47' West 364,2 feet distant, and running thence
South 72' 13' West 379.7 feet; thence South 71° 13!
West 374 feet; thence South 63° 59' wost 165 feet, more
or less, to a point in an existing electric transmission
line of Licensee crossing said premises.

2. Beginning at said point from which said quarter
corner bears North 3°® 47! West 364.2 feet distant, and
running thence North 75° 13' East 794,3 feet, more or
less, to a point in said premises.




00-00-0000: property lease information and rights of way, page 3cont

3. Right of way granted to Pacific Gas and Flec-
tric Company for extension of a line and one pole granted pur-
suant to a resolution of vendor's directors dated September 22,
1648, and covering certain property in section 17, M.D.B.& M.,
Mariposa County, to furnish service to two additional tenants
in the property known as "On-the-Hi1ll" at El Portal.

4. Grant of certain rights to the State of California,
Division of Highways, pursuant to a resolution of vendor's di-
rectors dated August 1, 1951, including a grant deed to approxi-
mately 51/100ths of an acre opposite the North Barium mining
claim for the purpose of rerouting the highway,

5. Agreement for contacts to poles in connection with
line running from well to motor at El Portal, entered with
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, pursuant to a resolution of
vendor's directors dated September 24, 1952,

6. License for use of a road running over claims under
lease to National Lead Company granted to Incline Mining Company
pursuant to a resolution of vendor's directors dated March 31,
1954,

T. Grant of right of way to The Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Company pursuant to a resolution of vendor's directors
dated April 30, 1956, and covering the following real property
in Mariposa County, California:




00-00-0000: property lease information and rights of way, page 4cont

The Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter
(SW 1/4 of NW 1/4) of Section 16 and the Southeast
quarter of the Northeast quarter (SE 1/4 of NE 1/4)
of Section 17, both in Township 3 South, Range 20
East, M.D.B.& M.
Said right of way 1s a strip of land ten (10) feet
in width, five (5) feet on each side of the centerline
as now surveyed by Grantee and staked upon the above
described real property, except at those locations
where 1t is necessary to construct, locate and install
guys, with anchorage; thence said right of way 1is to
include said guys and anchors which are not to be con-
structed beyond a maximum distance of twenty-five (25)
feet from sald centerline,
8. Grant of right of way to the Mariposa County Road.
D partment pursuant to a resolution of vendor's directors dated
April 30, 1956, and covering an area 40 feet wide, 20 feet on
each side of the central line of the old Yosemite Valley Rallroad
Grade, not including that portion of the grade passing through
the town of EL Portal.
9. Grant of right of way to The Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Company, pursuant to a resolution of vendor's directors
dated June 1, 1956, for installation of a telephone line to the
school at El1 Portal.

10. Grant and donation to the State of California, Divi-
sion of Highways, pursuant to a resolution of vendor's directors
dated December 12, 1956, of a parcel of land 450 feet long and
having a width varying from 41 feet to 50 feet, for widening of

highway, reserving water rights and mineral rights in the deed.




00-00-0000: property lease information and rights of way, page 5cont

F i - .

|

'

11. Rights of way owned by the State of California
covering approximately 1.5 miles of California State Highway
140, ,

12. Whatever rights may be held by the County of
Mariposa in connection with the so-called "Davis Road" and
the road to the El Portal Grammar Sehool.

13, Certain rights granted to T. C. Wooten and the
A-1 Television and Redio Service for television and redio service
transmission, including rights to maintain wires and a distri-
bution center, all as more specifically set forth in an agree-
ment dated November 20, 1956, by and between vendor and T. C.
Woeten,

14. Rights of way or easements held by El Portal Water
Company for certain uaderground pipe lines servicing vendor's
leasees.

15. All rights of way or easements held by the Pacific
gas and Electric Cempany in, over or upon the subject property,

16. All rights of way or easements held by The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Cempany in, over or upon the subject

T
4

Pl
7 s




12-05-1957: graph of patents, deeds, grants & agreements - el portal

. —

1’09-;—,. 1 \7‘5 3
FATERTS, DEELD . GRAKTS ¢ AGREEMENTS
El Portal , Maripesa Ceoun
cn Land wow held by El Portal MMm'g Co.
Compled ‘ol_,& L hvoulclmﬁ Dee. 5,1957
! ' f :
I loate of | WsTRUMENT| PARTIES DESCRIPTION € TERMS | “of‘E |Recorped
E FOR
, = | DecuMENT @ land & in T3S, R20E _MDM Vol. ¢ Page
t Home ¢4ead . ' 160 Acres don, B¢ | Steckion
1 |Avge1, 1884 Cert. No. 1578 | Leomidas G Whorbon | SWANWH Secio, S?VEY SE “Nw4 Sec.17 #:N'Lu:n 4 - deo |
Homestcad 160 Acres i
2 |Awgr7. 1968 | Ruet # 5158 | Olver W, Wardl SE* W swhie! nw'se® NEYw? see 1€ do wot feend
MR.L. Warront ‘Moigxﬂnl ;
'3 | k160 No.Boeso |Auqustus H.Ward  [NESEf Sec 1B, Nswiawinw See 11 oo de W rese %“.J‘.a,
(S“{"i Calif) W.R. Birmingham Absiract |Marposq (o, :
4 D %0,1890| Patent Charies W Mott EY2, 8125w pwsw* See 16 . 440 A, | L% KU1 M Patents R- 04 |
' W.R. Birminghawm ¢ wife . Monijmia Cob
.8 Apr. 24,1873 Grant Deed ng':qgvil:l’arﬁn '/9- interest 0 ldem 4 de Deed'L 14-121
i Chorles Ww. Mott Mac G
b Scpl.lifz Grast Deed |dam2™h Prmarkin fo wnterest 1w idem 4 doe M’s“:i-aS,
| James Wi Mardin Moripesa to. |
' T Moy 9,Mot| Grant Deed |granbbo. A.HWarel | All of |bems S {6 do  |peeds 21-92 |
! chus H. ward Granted 4o Ward Land Co. Maripesa Co. §
+ & Lan2,1907 | Graat Deed f‘:’:;.ni Lomd Co. | t Land described tems 1,23, {4 (%% de Deeds 23-188
f 2. Water Right - Moss Cr. - Covniy vel.2,pg)
3. Water Rught- 8 Sysbem, vol-2pg
4. Rigrt ﬁWu*-erW‘ng%‘ 0
[Apastes L Vet [Grent do osemik vatley RR Mor ipesa Co,
9 ‘&'.s.ﬂff Wavast Deed |Ho Vojemike Vul!u‘ R.R| I lreegu lor Parcel, 152 acres 1n et s do Dreds 73-20
7. Right of Way . 100’ wide RR $'7 {18
3, Rignt wf Way, 55 wide wagen Re. S Wi}
Condibrong
a. Land reverts 4o Ward Lavd e
®#n abeudeument of R.®,
b. Mievol rightt rejerved .
<. Water Rights - Meveed { dributmry
reserved oy ward Lawd Co
) ‘?




12-05-1957: graph of patents, deeds, grants & agreements - el portal, page 2cont
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Fuge £ e} 8
. i -
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Abstract !hnpsu‘&
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Trowas Pm#hﬂ‘ .gz'. - 1% owner of 'urhm lomd m S 1o, 11§ Vel T pg.on
Auqeitus H- ~ granted Rignt »{w-.i 4o YVRR .
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- reserved land for eanal
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= resecved 2 acwes i NWE (g e i
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Ward Land d'.mls%{mhﬂ b
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4. Strp of Land B0 wide . See 1e ] (I8
8. 2 Acrey .f Lond v Sec: 16

6. Right of Way for dibedn recerved

T Right do cousdruct pole hine
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Thomas Prather 4/3 s
Sell 4 { puquikis He iacd i
in lond and properly ;
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2. Al of water m Cvane Cregk m See
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~waber {ram C Ce. ceqy
o holel af Porda |
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euitng power plast ot €|

2. (power rights)
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of Mevaed River swd Crawe

9% pond aud skl whe requesied, pross
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water of (fang (reck oe

boradion off

.Qaiiiny leate

Ree. o i
™ !\lk\ﬂ{ ofied Joly IS99

Feb 1S, 1908 ¢

nueety M:
wed for uge

sl Co.: |
e mrnl-;,

3. shall have vight do all watér o{ thch Rwey ond

of 2% part

wabet
KCreek “I P‘rh‘ 0’»

cute all

hal ce divprt any
Meceed ‘Tvev




12-05-1957: graph of patents, deeds, grants & agreements - el portal, page 3cont

Sheet 3 af 3

SOURCE

+o
Merced Ruwet Elec. Powerfo. 1nciuding:

Merced River Eles. o (ltem i1

I Land w See. il

X [ONE OF LATRUMENT | PARTIES DISCRIPTION ¢ TERMS oc  -|RECORDED. |
g DOLWMENT ) INFORMAT! Vol. { Paqe
Thomas Prather and . . Abstract  IManposa Co,
1] bbv.l.ltjoﬂ Gran} Deed Aug’n‘;ws H.WarT Righis, Hitles, mlerests ¢ estates hos Marpnall Deeds 25-192
! +o desevihed w Agrecment of Aug lo,]ﬂ
f\'kr«J»R_wcr Elec. bo.| (lewm 10y - i
12 |Dec 284911} Graat Deed |Merced Rwer Elee Co| Al lands, water ngnbs owned b do  |Deeds 26-60

2. Easement (or walerworks Lee.ibfiT{18
3. 100 Strp of lewd n Nw4 Sep 16

4, Watber Rights cCvane Creel & Mereed R

<xoept reservalion by watd Lewd te Yorew:lp Terws,

wdin Skanislous Nad. Fd
dated Avgd, 19w

S.Wwater Right. Mereed R. «f Get 2,190

6. Specriast Use Perat - Rightt of e
peecd Gy Sq'ch‘ ladecior

Supporting Hydro Data

woﬂ

Mariposa Co.
13 [Mor 6.1913|Grant Deed | Same as Hewm 12 | New deed of conveyancs do  |oeeds 27- 21 -
correcting wiglaxes
Deed of “Dee. 28,194 (|M 12)
) Maripesa Go.
14 |Feb 81915 | Groat Deed [Merced Rwer Elec. Powerdo  All properdy described n do Deeds 27-181
to Deed Mo &,1913
Merced River Elec. Co. (Mo 13)




01-30-1981: ro

ugh field notes on site visit
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02-26-1979: letter to supervising sanitary engineer from the superintendent regarding well logs

IN REPLY REFER TO: _

s

United States Department of the Interior | receives ‘

Western Bar
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P.0.BOX 577 TS S0
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, CALIFORNIA 95389 Feo 1 79

Eatey o RO Ianal T ——

D503% ¢ Regionz! Director [
S TR R Re T e

1g °Q | wep. Regional Du.|

S
| Admin:siiation [

e
i !

speiaticns

Mr. Gunter A. Redlin

Supervising Sanitary Engineer
Sanitary Fngineering Section
Department of Ilealth Scrvices

5545 Tast Shields Avenue
Fresno, CA 93727

Uear Mr. Redlin:

inclosed are copies of the four well logs which you requested
in your letter of October 18, 1973. A log of Yosemite
Valley ¥ell No. 2 was delivered to you on January 30 by B1ll
HMatteson, but the copy enclosed has been updated with the
TUSGS well number.

The "Water Well Report’ for El Portal Mo. 1 was fabricated

by drawing upon the memories of those who were involved in

digging this well. Unfortunately, it is the best we can do
as no written records were made at the time.

Sincerely yours,

b}

v

(Sgd) Lesits

Leslie ?. Arnberger
Superintendent

Znclogures 4.

bee:
(WR)RW - Division of Water Resources, w/c enc.

\




00-00-0000: water well report - el portal well # 1

T’i - /W\ .

VATER VLT BT

FL_PORIAL 1

1 1. OQwner: 8. Construction:

U.S5. Dept of Interior
National Park Service
Yosenite National Park
Yoscidite lational Park, CA 95389 9, Vater Level:

Sanitary Sesl? o
Strata Sealed? |«

5 ft. below surfuc.
(Static)

2. Location of Well:

E1l Portal, Mariposa Ccunty;
Twp. 3S, Rng. 20E, Sec. 18; 10. Well Tests:
About 50 ft. north of Merced

River at east end of Rancheria

Flat,

None. Water enters well
at bot!m and between
casiug caoctions.

With drawdewn to bzzirno:
of well, 180 ¢ c :
be pumped indef:l

3. Type of Work:
11. Well Log:
New well
Depth: 20 ft.
4. Use:
All material resovaod
Municipal consisted cf topsc
) river sand and
5. Equipument: and cobbles.
Hand tools Work started ard
: completed: 1959
. 6. Casing: by National Park Service
Corrugated Metal Pipe, *Note: Imn recent v
Galvanized the surrounding st:
Diameter: 4 ft. from have become sanded 1,
0' to 10", 3'-8" from reducing the sustainzd
10' to 20' yield to 85 gpm (1973).
7. Plerforations or Screen:




00-00-0000: el portal well # 1 design diagram
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07-03-1967: memorandum to assistant director of operations from supervisory hydraulic engineer regarding chemical analysis for

e Y fes /
&

\W

l\l

|

I

.

184 LWssc July 3, 10ev }

YOSE (
Tos Assistant Director of Operatioms

Attention: Chief, Branch of Water Resources
From: Supervisory Hydraulic Emgineer
Subject: Chemical Analysis for Water Sample ~- El Portal Well = for
Water Rights Docket #6, Yosemite
Attashed for filing in your docket #WR-6 YOSE is a copy of a chemical
snalysis of a water sample == by the California Department of Public
Health in 1960 -~ for the subject well. This well is the one mem~
tioned in the memorenda for March 26, 1080 and Jume 4, 1989 in the
docket. We have filed a copy in our docket and are sending ome to the

park superintendent by copy of this memo.

‘ Willism B, Fields

Attachment
Copy to!
Superintendent, Yosemite

JRoberts/vb
6/30/67




05-02-1960: memorandum to chief, wodc from superintendent regarding chemical analysis for water sample

‘. ¥ .
»
—_ IN REPLY REFER TO: <

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE o e
PR e

May 2, 1960

Memorandum
To: Chief, WODC
From: Superintendent, Yosemite

K et a1 £
Subject: Chemical Analysis for Water Sample E1 Portal Well -
Attached are two copies of the subject analysis which was made
by the California Department of Public Health. This information

was requested by Project Supervisor Ralph Stratton.

ST

In duplicate \Y P e’
U

<

d O
Attachment \ i~




03-22-1960: chemical analysis results




08-22-1960: completion report of construction project - utilities

LS _— S
| s e UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ﬁ,‘%/ nepbi 7 4o )
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE N il 1)\\’}
COMPLETION REPORT OF CONSTRUCTION PROJECT - A0
Steon 7 Tamma - D ) RS w Tstare :
v | Yosemite Netionsl Park | Mariposa _ California
PROJECT OR JOB TITLE PCP NO
Utilities (Water & Sewer) L M-8

LOCATION IN AREA

El Portal Trailer

Village

INP-YOS -

WQRKING;D;AWING ;O AND TITLE

_Water & Sewer Systems, El Portal Traller Court -

- T MASTER PLAN NO ( TO ’fef
Assigned)

T ‘UILDING NO

Verified by Field Finance Office

(I\I 1-{;

APPROPRIATION. TITLZ AND SYMBOL " Taccount N0
14X1035 Construction, Nstional Park Service ,,,,,,ABﬁ-YOSE_--_._._b,..’
CONTRACT NO DATE WORK STARTED DATE WORK COMPLETED
~ 1h-10-kkk-ko1 August 1959 March 1960 17/ v
NAME OF CONTR‘CTOﬂ ADDRESS
___ Thomas Construction Co. | Fresno, California o
COST ANALYSIS L
CONSTRUCTION ITEMS QTY N T‘,’;‘,‘,LCOST
Sewer System various | various $58,59k. 30
Water System " " 46,59. 36
Total Construction $105,190, 66
Ps&s (19.06%) 20,049, 34

g ‘,\

S rvi A
.o Vs AocGuntast L  ToTAL | $125,240,00
SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES _
PERSONAL SERVICES EQUIPMENT MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES
| ‘
l’)VTHER : o 5 -
PS&sS $20 oh9 3l+

e e B - CHANGE ORDERS B
ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT FIRST SECOND |THIRD
_ $107,352.50 Add $2,156,00 | ,
FINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT TFOURTN FIFTH I SIXTH

$105,190, 66 \ 1

SUBMITTED BY (Name ang-s u-)

NGS, SPECIFICATIONS, AUTHORIZED CHANGES _

| August 22, 1960

THIS PROJECT OR JOB HAS BEEN COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH
¢ APPROVED DRAWIN

DATE

August 22, 1960

DATE




00-00-0000: construction of water and sewer systems - el portal trailer village

Construction of Water & Sewer Systems

El Portal Trailer Village

Yosemite National Park, California
PCP M-T78 Account B-8-YOSE

Plans and specifications were prepared by the Western Office,
Division of Design and Construction, and invitations to bid were
distributed by Yosemite National Park. Bids were opened in

Yosemite National Park on July 16, 1959. Contract No. 1k-10-khh.-L9l,
which also included the Roads and Trailer Sites, was awarded to
Thomas Comstruction Company, P.0. Box 1547, Fresno, California,

in the amount of $162,510,00. The following bids were received:

Name Schedule A Schedule B Total
CB Construction Co. $70, 345,00 $165,008. 80 $235,353.80
V. L PFitchett T72,6k0,10 112,416, 70 185,056. 80
Granit Construction Co. T1,967. 50 111,515.20 183,k82, 70
Valley Engineers 55,317. 50 117,902, 00 173,219. 50
Malvan & Nichols 63,T797.00 102,997.00 166,79k, 00
Thomas Construction Co.  55,157.50 107, 352. 50 162,510, 00

This Completion Report covers omnly Schedule "B".

The Notice to Proceed was acknowledged on August 4%, 1959, which estab-
lished August 5, 1959, as the first calendar day of the Contract Period
and January 31, 1960, as the expiration date. An extension of 1lh calendar
days was granted under Change Order No., 1; a Stop Order was in effect
from January 9, 1960, to January 18, 1960, both dates inclusive, and
another Stop Order was in effect from Jamuary 28, 1960, to February 24,
1960, both dates inclusive. The Contract Time was accordingly extended
a;g a final completion date of the Contract was established as April 3,
1960,




00-00-0000: construction of water and sewer systems - el portal trailer village, page 2cont

el
Unit costs were as follows:
Esti- As Esti- As
mated Comstructed Unit mated Constructed
Ttem Units Units Costs Cost Costs

1. L" B&S Clay Pipe 1200 1200 $ 3.70 $ 4,440,000 $ k4,440,00
2. Concrete Insp. Boxes 2 ea 2 114,00 228,00 228,00
3. 15,000 gal. Septic tank 1 ea 1 6500, 00 6,500, 00 6,500, 00
k., 6" Cast iron Soil pipe 3500 3517 7.20 25,200,00 25,322 .40
5, ko womom o 2800" 2094 4.85 13,580.00 11,125,909
6. Trailer Sewer Connects 75 ea 62 99. 50 7,462, 50 6,169. 00
7. Concrete Manholes 21 ea 21 229,00 4,809, 00 k,809, 00

8. 6" C.I. Water Pipe
for river crossing 200" 189" 20, 00 4,000, 00 3,780.00
9. 6" Water Pipe,C.I. 550" 31’ 6.10 3,355.00 4, 459,10
10, 4" » n e 3020  2928¢ 5,00 15,100,00 1k,6l0,00
11. 2" G.S. Pipe 1900 2001 3. 30 6,270, 00 6,603.30
12, 3/h" Copper Service pipe 2000' 20Th! 0,6  1,280,00 1,327.36
13. Connection to pump 1 ea 1 166.00 166,00 166.00
1k, 4" Gate Valves 4 ea i 133.00 532,00 532,00
15. 2" " " 12 ea 12 60,00 720,00 T20.00
16. Trailer Water Comnects 75 ea 62 136.00 10,200.00 8,k32,00
17. 13" Fire Hydrants 13 ea 1k 270,00 10. 00 80,00

i

$167, 352. 50 §103,03%.
—2,156.60
Change Order No.l
Total $105,190. 66

The under runs on the items were caused by cutting out 13 trailer sites
from the original estimate. Change Order No, 1 in the amount of $2,156.60
included insulating the water service conmections to the trailer and a
pressure reducing valve on the main water line.

Construction progress was good. Large amounts of rock were encountered
requiring a lot of blasting. The work was well coordinated by the
Contractor's superintendent.

All work was completed and Final Imspection made on March 25, 1960, by

John C. Preston, Superintendent; Keith Neilson, Assistant Superintendent;
H. J. Allcock, Park Engineer; John Adams, Park Landscape Architect;

Claude Cottrell, Park Plumber Foreman; Ralph Stratton, Project Supervisor,
WODC; and Mr. R, Tout, contractor's superintemdent. Since the contract was
done before April 3, 1960, the question of liquidated damages did not apply.

Usable facilities were provided.




07-27-1962: completion report of construction project

e oo UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
COMPLETION REPORT OF CONSTRUCTION PROECT

REGION AREA COUNTY STATE
Western Yosemite National Park Mariposa California
PROJECT OR JOB TITLE PCP NO.

Utilities for Incinerator and Dump U-117

) MASTER PLAN NO. BUILDING NO.

LOCATION IN AREA

El Portal NP-YO0S-3k15

WORKING DRAWING NO. AND TITLE

NP-Y08-3538 Utilities for Incinerator, E1 Portal

APPROPRIATION TITLE AND SYMBOL

14kx1035 Comstruction, National Park Service

B-30-YO0SE

CONTRACT NO. DATE WORK STARTED

DATE WORK COMPLETED

14-10-0ksk-688 Sept. 1961 April 1962 - v
NAME OF CONTRACTOR ADORESS

Industrial Service & Engr. Co.

Lynwood, California

COST ANALYSIS
CONSTRUCTION ITEMS arv. umr sy TOIA S
1. Water System extension & storage - - $32,989. 82
2. Septic tank and Absorption field .12,6h1,76
(See attached narrative for comstruction
items and unit costs)
Total Construction $45,631. 58
PSas (16.274) 7,2k,
Verified by Field Finance Office
ccount ficer [4
ToraL | $53.055.84

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES

PERSOMAL SERVICES EQUIPMENT [“mm AND SUPPLIES
S . | "
OTHER
- CHANGE ORDERS
ORIGIAL CONTRACY AMOUNT FIRST SECOMD THIRD
$45,952. 15
TINAL COMTRACT AMOUNT FOURTH FIFTH SHXT™
$45,631. 58

THIS PROJECT OR JOB HAS BEEN COWLET!D IN ACCORDANCE WITH

SUBMITTED BY (Name and tithe)

APPROVED BY (Name and titls)

ool MW v .

e . MALG e




00-00-0000: narrative statement - utilities for incinerator and dump, el portal

— - _ e T T e — ———
|/

Narrative Statement

Utilities for Incinerator and
Dump, E1 Bortal

This project was accomplished as a part of Contract No, 14-10-0L4L-688
awarded to Industrial Service and Engineering Company of Lynwood,
California, The first day of the contract was established as

August 18, 1961, Following is a list of construction items and costs:

Item Unit
Number Description Quantit; Price Total
B-I  1lin.ft., 4" Cast irom waterline 2613 5. 31 $13,875.03
[ B-2  1linft. 2" galv, steel waterline 1521 3.99 6,068,79
B-3 ea., L" gate valve, w/valve box 2 128. 00 256, 00
B-k4 ea., 2" gate valve, w/valve box 3 80,00 240, 00
B-5 Air Relief Valve 1 150,00 150, 00
B-6  Float Valve 1 250,00 250, 00
| B-7 ea., 2" fire hydrants,w/auxl. valves T 300,00 2,100, 00
|1 B-8 ea., 20,000 gal. steel reservoir 1  4800,00 ° 4,800, 00
| B-9 cu. yds., Unclass.excvn.for reservoir L9s5 10,00 4,950, 00
B-10 ea., septic tank 1 2500,00 2,500, 00
B-1l1 ea., settling tank 1 1500,00 1,500, 00
B-12 Manholes 5 1000,00 5,000, 00
B-13 1lin,ft.,6" cast iron sewer line 239.3 7.00 1,675.10
B-14  1lin.ft. 4" cast iron sewer line 191 k.76 909, 16
B-15 1lin.ft., absorption trench,w/L" VC pipe 250 4,23 1,057.50
B-16 ea., 2" vater meter 1 300, @0 300, 00
Total $45,631. 58

The contractor began construction in September 1961 with excavation of the
trench and placing the 2" diameter supply line between the residential ares
and the proposed 20,000 gallon water storage tank., In October he began work
on the sewer lines, manholes, septic tank, and access road to the water tank,
Work progressed throughout the winter with the water tank and 4" supply line
completed to the incinerator and dump during December, January, and
February. The entire project was substantially complete and in use by
March,

Final inspection was made May 21, 1962, and the project accepted,

»x Ls i A ARG TG L # BErs N SR v SReOU Sl B
-.a- A W A MR Wil il A il R
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11-23-1959: completion report of construction project - buildings and utility reconstruction

e .- § ’.¢.4.A_‘,..VL “ i #
i V UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE IN’TERQOR Benomt Y Sn
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
COMPLﬁTON REPORT OF CONSTRUCTIOWROJECT

RFGION’ P COUNTY T Tsmre

Iv Yosemite National Park Mariposa | California

|
PROJECT OR JOB TITLE 1 P

|

|

Buildings and Utility Reconstruction =

LOCATION IN AREA [MaAsTER PLAN NO. "~ Thuitome no

El Portal . |mPv0s-3509 | 703 ana 704

WORKING DRAWING NO AND TITLE

one
APPROPRIATION TITLE AND SYMBOL

~1X1035 Coustruction, mxmmarm.m
DA’

Tccount wo
| BgyosE .

DATE WORK COMPLETED
|

Day Labor | Zune 1959 ' October 1959

NAME OF CONTRACTOR

CONTRACT NO. TE WORK STARTED

ADDRESS

- COST ANALYSIS =

s 5 | UNIT COST TOTAL COST
CONSTRUCTION ITEMS QTY. | IN PLACE IN PLACE

A. Utility Reconstrustion 1 job $6,388.92
PS&S | 1,118.20
Bubtotal 7,507,

B. Building Reconstruction L Jjob | $4,110.33

PS&s 19.72
Subtotal W‘g'ig'%?

Verified by Field Finauce Office

0 275 S Al ’ !
e — ToTAL $12,337.67
SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES
PERSONAL SERVICES | EQUIPMENT MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES
_$4,163.77 $321.54 i $k,819.96
Other Direct: $514.34; Equip. Opr. $309.30; Dep./Equip: $370.3k4, PS&S 1,838.42

OTHER

I CHANGE ORDERS
ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT FIRST Tsecono [THiRD
i

SOSS v  A— - i —— e ) -
i
FINAL CONTRACT AMOUNT FGURTH 1nrw | SIXTH

: ]
THIS PROJECT OR JOB HAS BEEN COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH
S -/ APPROVED DRAWINGS, SPECIFICATIONS, AUTHORIZED CHANGES
SUBMITIED BY (Name and ff - T [ —

oo eater M. %ﬁ,z_umt Park Engineer (B&U) ,h‘*jg!!!bg 2332959 it

~ . Kelth Neilson,”Acting Superintendent ... November 23, 3959 —— .

(ATTACH NARRATIVE STATEMENT, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND ' AS RUIN T npAwir= =2 o




11-23-1959: completion report of construction project - buildings and utility reconstruction, page 2cont

Com/:/el-l«.x L. pert
Building and Utility Reconstruction

El Portal

PCP B-180-1, Account B-6-YOSE

A. Utility Reconstruction _ $6,388.92
1. Sewer System, Residence 700 ($975.00)

The septic tank and leaching lines serving Residence 700
were washed out by the 1955 flood. Sewage, prior to the time the pro-
perty was acquired by the Govermment, discharged directly into the
Merced River.

A 1,000 gallon concrete septic tank and effluent leaching
lines were constructed prior to the time Residence 700 was occupied by
Govermment personnel.

2. Water System ($5,413.92)

The old water system serving Residences Nos. T00, 703,
704, and 705 acquired by the Government from the National Lead Co.
was a worn out and deteriorated system that provided rusty water to the
residences at a pressure of from 5 to 10 pounds. The pump was completely
worn out and frequently failed to operate.

A new 17 foot well lined with four foot corrugated culvert
material with a concrete cap and manhole with an overlapping cover was
constructed. A yield test conducted on August 13, 1959, indicated a
maximum constant production of 170 gallons per minute at maximum draw-
down.

A new water pump was purchased and installed on a concrete
base with corrugated steel shelter near the well. The pump was a Gould
5 x 5 Pyramid Pump, 5 H.P., 3 phase, 220/440 volt motor, 60 cycle,

1750 RPM, rated at 50 GPM at 231 foot head.

A power line was extended to serve the pump and a messenger
line with float and control mechanism was installed or poles from the
storage tanks to the pump.

Two existing 8,000 gallon redwood storage tanks were dis-

mantled and installed at a higher elevation to provide adequate water
pressure at the four residences.

h50 feet of 3" G.5. pipe were installed between the pump




11-23-1959: completion report of construction project - buildings and utility reconstruction, page 3cont

4

tanks to Residences 703, TO4, and TOS5. The existing dis-

tribution line to Residence 700 was tied into the s)s tem at the pump.

"the
stor

storage tanks. 600 feet of 2" G.S. pipe were installed from
age

B. Building Reconstruction $4,110.33

Reconstruction of Residences 703 and 70k, which are
identical in design, consisted of the following:

Addition of foundation timbers, electrical wiring
and fixtures, plumbing, electric hot water tank, electric
range and refrigerator, kitchen cabinets, drainboard and sink,
linoleum in kitchen and bath, oil burning floor furnace, bath-
room fixtures, window screens and shades, sanding and refinish-
ing floors, and interier patching and painting throughout.

T T TR ———

Usable facilities were provided and the residences were all .
occupied by October 1959.




08-13-1959: graph of el portal well test
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00-00-0000: addition to supplemental water supply, el portal

-

ADDITION TO

Supplemental Water Supply
El Portal, Yosemite Natiomal Park

Environmental summary should also consider Phase II of this work. The
assessment provided by the Denver Service Center is to be augmented
by this condition:

Compliance:

All areas that will be disturbed by the construction equipment or
activity in Phase I or in Phase II will be inspected by an archeologist
to determine the presence of any archeological evidence. The archeolo-
gist will determine measures to be taken to avoid or mitigate adverse

impacts to these resources (see Clearance No. 35-79-YOSE for the wells).

A representative of the resource management division will survey all
sites for the presence of rare or endangered plants. This representa-
tive will determine measures to be taken to 'avoid or mitigate adverse
impacts to these plants.

During development phases of thé well, adequate measures will be
employed to prevent pollution into the Merced River. The pipe connect-
ing the wells to the existing water system will be placed in presently
impacted areas such as cross bridges or along road shoulders whenever
possible. .

All powerlines will be underground in the vicinity of the pump house.

Structures will be designed and located and planning will be used to
minimize visual intrusion of the facilities.

In the laying of pipe and underground power conduit or cable, special
effort will be made to protect roots over two inches in diameter.




06-26-1996: telephone conversation report - discussion of the current water system at el portal

« «« REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

DATE: June 26, 1996 TIME: 11:30 a.m.
PROJECT: YOSE - El Portal

NPS PERSON ON CALL: Alice E. Johns
[ ] I RECEIVED A CALL FROM {x ] I CALLED

PERSON: Ed Walls
ORGANIZATION: Chief of Maintenance
ADDRESS: YOSE

TELEPHONE: 209-379-1077

DISCUSSION: I called for clarification on the current water system at El Portal.
Ed said that the water system consists of 6 wells--numbers 2-7. Well number 1 is
no longer in use. Number 7 has just gone on line.

He also asked about water right issues associated with Tuolumne Meadows. I told
him that Steve Stone of DSC had requested a water right analysis, and that it
would be next after El Portal and Biledo. If there was a need for it to be
placed at a higher priority, I suggested that Ed talk to Mark Butler.

Ed said that he would call back with current information on well production. He
called back and said that the current system is capable of producing 307 gpm.

In 95, 42 million gallons were withdrawn. Averaged over the year, that is about
80 gpm. Withdrawals are about 100,000 gpd in winter, more 200,000 gpd in summer.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:

COPIES TO:




06-26-1996: telephone conversation report - discussion of the hydrology at el portal,

T REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

DATE: June 26, 1996 TIME: 11:10 a.m.
PROJECT: YOSE - El1 Portal

NPS PERSON ON CALL: Alice E. Johns
[ ] I RECEIVED A CALL FROM [x )] I CALLED

PERSON: William Werrell
ORGANIZATION: DEVA
ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: 619-786-3255

DISCUSSION: Bill's previous position was hydrologist with the Water Operations
Branch of the Water Resources Division. In that capacity, Bill had provided
technical assistance to Yosemite National Park, to find well locations, develop
specs for drilling, conducting aquifer tests, and organizing information for
wells. I asked Bill if he concurred with the conclusion that all the wells
numbered 1-7 at El Portal tapped the underflow of the river. He said yes he did
and that I could reference this telephone conversation in the water rights
report. He said there is the possibility of a pretty good sized crevice that
would bring in something in from the side. Its pretty subjective as to what it
would produce relative to the Merced, but it is probably small relative to the
Merced. The Merced is so large with a large supply of water, it is the dominant
supply. Glacial four has been sealing up the permeabilities, and there are
problems drilling wells. Bill has recommended to DSC that the dig a deep ditch,
£ill it with sand, breach it, put well screen in and some casing, then get
filtration from the river, and its permeable enough to let water in.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:

COPIES TO:




10-31-1984: memorandum to regional director from the superintendent regarding information and recommendations on el portal w

g =
o a T RECEIVED
Western Regicnal Ctfice

United States Department of the Interior| ¥V 0184

T —
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ry " recta_|
P.O. BOX 577 ™ Joparct -
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, CALIFORNIA 95389 1 s
IN REPLY REFER TO: | Res. NMamt. Fan
L2 (AR~ RN 0CT 31 184 B — —
——;r as Eval
j Atfairs
Memorandum I
To: Regional Director, Western Region B F""—"__‘__

Action taken

i

From: Superintendent, Yosemite

Subject: Information and Recommendations on E1 Portal Water Systems

The ET Portal Administrative Site (Site) was purchased by the Government in
1958. Today 650 people live there and 40 employees work there as well. The
GMP calls for E1 Portal to become the administrative headquarters of the park
and the primary residence area for park and concession employees working in
Yosemite Valley. Accordingly, the area is now being developed, and by the year
1990 should house between 1200 to 1500 people. In addition, approximately 150
permanent employees are expected to work there at that time. Projections indi-
cate that water demand for domestic irrigation, fire and maintenance uses might
be increased from 46 to 57 percent by that time.

Prior to 1958 Mr. William Brantley, who owned the E1 Portal store, hotel and
motel had a well immediately adjacent to the Merced River. That well became
contaminated and thereafter he pumped water directly out of the river to meet
his needs. Mr. Brantley had two 10,000 gallon water storage tanks and his
holdings were bought by the Government in or around 1958.

The National Lead Mining Company is believed to have had water rights on Crane
Creek within what is today the E1 Portal Administrative Site. Crane Creek's
flows invariably got so low in summer and fall that the company was forced to
draw the water it needed directly from the Merced River. National Lead sold
out and the E1 Portal Water Company appears to have bought National Lead's
rights to Crane Creek. When the Government bought the Site in 1958 it appar-
ently acquired these rights.

Due to its Tow flow and upstream contamination, Crane Creek has not been used
since the park purchased the property in 1958. In 1962, shortly after the
Government acquisition, Moss Creek was developed and connected to the E1 Portal
system. It then became the primary water source until wells were developed in
1980 and 1981. Since that time, the park has tried to retire Moss Creek, a
surface source subject to contamination. However, the well system is barely
able to keep up with current demand when Wells No. 2, 3, 4 and 5 are function-
ing properly. Several times in the past three years mechanical or other prob-
lems in that system have required the park to reactivate the Moss Creek source.
In the future, should Moss Creek be dry at such times--a common occurrence in
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late summer and fall--the only practical recourse would be to turn again to the
Merced River source.

In all, six wells have been developed by the Park in the Site. Well No. 1, a
very shallow, hand-dug well was developed in the 1960's or before. In 1974
this well was contaminated during construction of the E1 Portal Wastewater
Treatment Plant. Following decontamination it was again put into service where
it remained until the present well system was developed. At that time it was
taken out of service because it was too shallow--22 feet deep--to meet public
health standards. Well No. 2 was developed in 1972 and Wells 3, 4 and 5 were
developed in 1980 and 1981 and collectively comprise the main water source for
the E1 Portal system today. Well No. 6 was drilled during the latter period
but because of its very low yield has not been connected to the system.

Mr. John Banias, Park plumbing foreman, has worked in the E1 Portal area since
1953. He recalls one or two occasions in the 1960's when water sources in

E1 Portal got so depleted that the Park was forced to draw water directly from
the Merced River. On these occasions waterwas pumped 24 hours per day for
several months to meet demands.

In 1974 during construction of the E1 Portal Wastewater Treatment Plant, Well
No. 1, one of two operational wells in the Site, was contaminated and tempo-
rarily taken out of use. Demand soon exceeded the supply from Moss Creek,
then the Site's main water source, and the park was forced to pump from the
Merced River for approximately four months. Again, during the two year drought
of 1976 and 1977 the park found it necessary to pump out of the river for four
full months. Mr. Banias remembers that the Park plumbing branch pumped water
out of the Merced River and into the water system at a rate of 70 GPM for

24 hours each day from July 1 through October 31 on both years. Demand still
exceeded supply and the Park had to ration water to residents during this
period. Please see enclosed record of such use in 1977 labeled Exhibit No. 1.

Currently, summer and fall water demand at E1 Portal exceeds 200,000 gallons

per day (GPD). This year, 1984, demand ranged from an average low of 78,821 GPD
or 2,443,460 gallons per month in March to an average high of 298,000 GPD or
9,255,350 gallons per month in July. Please see attached table for monthly use
during 1984.

In view of the historic difficulty of meeting water demands at E1 Portal and

the greatly increased demand that will accompany planned development of the
Administrative Site, we feel that the Service should attempt to perfect a water
right on the Merced River without delay. Ideally, this action should be
completed before FERC can come to a decision on Mr. Joseph M. Keating's Applica-
tion 27981, which involves the affected reach of the river.

Enclosures
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
DENVER SERVICE CENTER
755 Parfet Street
P.O. Box 25287

IN REPLY®EFBR TO: Denver, Colorado 80225

March 12, 1980

pié

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Western Region
From: Assistant Manager, Pacific Northwest/Western Team, DSC

Reference: Yosemite Nationmal Park, Develop Well Water System, EL Portal,
“PzrRage 223

Subject: Trip Report - February 25-29, 1980
Enclosed for your review and information is a copy of a trip report
completed by Henry Espinoza on his recent trip to Yosemite National

Park.

By copy of this memorandum we are sending the Superintendent, Yosemite,
a copy of the report for his information and files.

Kenneth Raithel, Jr/ "
Enclosure

ce:
Supt., Yosemite, w/c enc.

Save Energy and You Serve America!
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March 10, 19390

Hemwrandums
To: Assistant Manager, Pacific Northwest/Westsrn Team, 118C

\
From: Henry DLspinoza, Civil Engineer, Eob Schilier, fcologist

Reference: Yosemite ¥ational Park, Develop Well Water System, 21 Portal,
Package 223

Subject: Trip ae?oft, Feruary 15-29, 1280

¥ake an on site investigation of proposed project, comrlete an environ-
mental impact analysis of the proposed project site, and reviaw project
with Park Staff and Caltranms.

CONCLELSTON

Procsed with comstruction design drawings incorporating comments made
during meetings with members of Park Staff and State Highway Officals.
Proceed with environmentsl analysis and preparation of a memo to files
for the Superintendent's sgignature,

DISCUSSICN

¥at with the following members of the Park Staff and Caltran 0fficials:

John Byrne Assistant Park Superintendent
111 Matteson Park Engineer

Steve Danziger Park Archaeologist

John Banias Plumbing Forman

Pon Fox Park landscape Architect

J.4W. Cameron Caltrans

Carl Carpenter Caltrans




03-10-1980: memorandum to assistant manager, dsc from civil engineer regarding developing el portal well water system, page 2

a

The waior items of discussion ware:

1. Ixplore all possible routings of the piplines in rezards to cost,
dasign, visual and archaeological impacts.

2. That all chlorimatiom building sites be selected by landscape Architect
Andrea Chaitin.

3. That Steve Danziger would study all possible routings of the pire lines
so that no line would be comstructed over any significant archaeological
gite. Steave would initiate project clearance documentation and forward
material to the Western Archaeological Center.

4. That the new and existing well pumps be automated to the greatest extent.

5. That the existing Tmg Well Mo. Cne, and the “oss sreek Intake and Tipe
Line be abandoned.

6. That the chlorination buildings be designed for possible exposure to the
public. That thought be given to conmstructing a rain shelter as part
of the chlorination building.

7. Emphasized fact that these three new wells are for replacement of the
Moss Creek and Well Ho. One water supplies and that no additional
water supply would be gained from this project.

3. Wherever possible, have project design with future expansion of water
gervice in mind.

9., Provide same make of chlorimation equipment 2s now in service.

10. That Caltran permitts, would be required by both the Park Service
and Contractor.

11. Minimum of three feet of cover would be required in state right of way.

12. Wc suspension of pipelines would be allowed on any state bridge.
FINDINGS

1. Several reservoirs and pumps are controlled by floats.

2. Most well sites afford three or more alternate pipe line routes.

3. Archaeological sites are abundant in the Z1 Portal 2rea.

4. Tlectrical power is avalalable at all three well sites.




03-10-1980: memorandum to assistant manager, dsc from civil engineer regarding developing el portal well water system, page 3

RICCHMENDATIONS
1. 211 pipe line routes ba analyzed for best nossible routing.
2. All chlorinaticn buildings be architecturallv dosigned.

3. Yew and existing well and reservoir svstem be antomated to fullest
extent.

4. JIncorporate proposal, alternatives and impacts in a hrief envircmmental
analysis.

Bob Shiller

~; “
potty Fe iy

Yenry Fspinoza

Approved For Distribution:

3.5, T
Hin Sy
WAk ‘

Bt :
Assistant Mapager Facific ¥orthwest/Western Taam Tate
| ¥nclosure
‘ ce:
Supt., Yosemite WP w/c enc.
Reg

I eg. Dir, Western Region, w/c enc.
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RECEIVED
Western Regional Offict

United States Department of the Interigr g 13'79
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P.O. BOX 577 TRegional Director
g [ Dep. Regional OIF. |
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, CALIPORNIA 95389 _x‘:t:mmm e
T Agwawstaadon |
\ ——_————_—r_'
SEP 12 1979

L
| Pabtc Aftairs [

Memorandum —ﬂ———-———"‘
; mm-n-5b¢(;
To: Regional Director, Western Region RFQ A-ﬂ co
& LSk St A2
1 From: ﬁgxéuperintendent, Yosemite Sile
Subject: Envirommental Analysis concerning design of supplemental“1 )
water supply for El1 Portal, Package 223, Yosemite % L

Enclosed is the Environmental Analysis for the above subject prepared

by the Denver Service Center and our addition to the Compliance
section.

We have concluded that the entire project, Phase I and Phase II, is
not a major federal action having a significant impact on the human
enviromment. Provisions to minimize adverse impacts described in
the assessment and its addition will become part of the project work.

(0Csuar

William N. Burgen

Enclosure

; cc: Denver Service Center, TWE, w/enc.




00-00-0000: supplemental water supply report

SUPPLEMENTARY WATER SUPPLY
EL PORTAL, YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

Description of the Problem

A central water system serves the lower portion of the El Portal
community, beginning at the old residential area and extending to the
new wastwater treatment facility (Fig. 1). This system resulted from
add-on construction. Some areas are very old and the state of repairs
of various sections remain unknown due to lack of drawings.

Three water sources presently serve the system: a drilled well
providing 65 gallons per minute (GPM), a dug well which provides

85 GPM but which has been contaminatéd, and the Moss Creek surface
intake. The surface water source dries up during the summer months
and demand peaks at that time. Presently, peak monthly use is
estimated at 409,000 gallons per day (GPD) or an average flow of 284
GPM. Approximately 75 percent of the demand is for irrigation.
Domestic use composes the remainder of the demand. Overall demand
outstrips supply by approximately 193,000 GPD during eritical

summer months. )

The drilled well, with only a 10 foot sanitary seal, does not meet
current health department water standards.

Relationship to Previous Planning

The draft general management plan, which has been approved and is now

on public review, calls for replacement and upgrading of the El Portak
water system with efforts focused on conversion to ground water sources
where feasible. The draft environmental statement comprehensively
covers impacts of development in the El Portal area, including .
conversion to ground water sources.

Description of the Proposal

The water system will be converted from mixed surface and ground water
to total reliance on ground water. The Moss Creek intake, as well

as the contaminated dug well, will be abandoned. Additional wells will
be drilled as needed to increase existing ground water production by
220 GPM. This production level will meet existing demand only.

The proposed project will occur in two phases. Phase I will be to
drill, develop, and test the wells; Phase II will connect them to the
existing system, and provide emergency stand-by power. Connection may
require approximately 3,300 feet of pipe. This environmental analysis
deals only with Phase I.

-




00-00-0000: supplemental water supply report, page 2cont

Well design consists of a five foot stainless stell riser pipe'
at the top, and a three foot stainless steel extension pipe at the
bottom (beginning at the top of the bedrock). The length of the
intervening telescoping unit will have a self-sealing packer.

Description of the Environment

El Portal is a 200 acre area (2000 feet elevation) adjacent to the
western park boundary about 1.5 miles west of the Arch Rock Entrance
Station. Situated in the Merced River gorge, this development
functions primarily as an employee residential area with some
community facilities. The El Portal area was designated an admin-
istrative area in 1958. The Merced River canyon in this vicinity
is in the chaparral vegetation zone characterized by isolated blue
and canyon live oaks (Quercus douglasii, Q. chrysolepis), digger
pine (Pinus sabiniana), growing in association with chaparral
dominated by rabbitbrush (Chysothamnus spp.), ceanothus (Ceanothus
spp.) and mountain mahogany (Cercocarpus spp.)

Environmental Impact

Overall El Portal development will have long-term and significant
cumulative impact upon archeological resources (site and integrity).
The proposed well sites lie within the El1 Portal Archeological
District, covered in the blanket 106 statement submitted to the
Western Regional Office and the California State Historical Pre-
servation Office. Two areas of particular concern are 4-MRP-358
and 4-MRP-181.

Environmental damage will occur due to site disturbance (50'x100'

per well site), but the water system development will enhance the

long term environmental productivity by increasing the quality and
quantity of surface water flow of Moss Creek. Although little data
exists on local groundwater hydrology it appears that by using
primarily underground sources, flows in the Merced, downstream of

El Portalt'will be moderately reduced since the wells are located in
riverbed alluvium. However, this reduction should be regligible due
to the offsetting addition to groundwater of tertiery treated effluent
from the E1 Portal plant.

The wells are to be located within the floodplain of the Merced River
(Fig. 1). Alluvial, loamy allunial, or .Ahwahnee soils are present

at the proposed well sites; these soils are relatively stable and no
significant hazards are associated with these sites. Site 1 lies
within the 100-year floodplain, with a 1-10 percent slope. Sites

2 and 3 lie within the 50-year floodplain with 1-10 percent and

11-20 percent slopes, respectively.

Use of ground water sources may assist in alleviating overflow
problems at the wastewater treatment facility, located down river
from the El Portal community, by lowering overall ground water levels.
The percolation ponds at the facility have been troubled by rising

-ground water levels which, during periods of high water, introduce

treated wastewater directly into the Merced River.
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All probable archeological sites, in particular 4-MRP-358 and
4-MRP-181, must be flagged prior to work. If archeological resources
are encountered or uncovered during construction, they must be
protected and the Western Archeological Center or representatives

«" thereof, are to be notified and the project halted pending further

clearance.

The contractor is to protect all trees, shrubbery, etc. during

* construction. All debris is to be removed, and vehicular traffic
and construction work must be confined to the construction sites as
shown on the plans. Water pumped from the wells during testing will
be disposed of in the nearest sewer manholes.

Alternatives

The "no-action"” alternative would result in the use of an inadequate
and sub-standard water supply, some components of which are not in
compliance with California Health and Safety codes.

Use of surface waters was rejected because of the additional work
associated with treatment and filtration, and the seasonal supply
problems experienced in this area. However, surface water supplies
may be developed should ground water supply be inadequate.

Other sites were considered and eliminated where potential impacts
on cultural resources were apparent and more significant.

Compliance * : .

Standards are provided by the state in the California Department of
Water Resources Bulletin #74 (reprinted January 1971). Attentiom is
called to Part I, Sections 6 and 7, which requires well drillers to .
be licensed and file reports concerning construction of water wells.
Deviations from published standards are to be recommended by the
appropriate agency. The State Department of Public Health has been
consulted by the project design team. Permits for well drilling .
are not required by the Water Resources agency.

The Contracting Officer will inspect the sites 10 days after receipt
of a report of major completion, and again one year after the project
completion. ’

Archeological clearance has been granted by the Western Archeological
Center (clearance no. 35-79-YOSE) conditional upon SHPO approval of the
Section 106 finding of no adverse effect, and the presence of an
archeologist during project implementation.

Conclusion

With the three wells proposed, present water demands would be met
during critical summer months. Each site will be tested to discern
the need for additional wells. Surface water flow may improve in Moss
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Creek while declining somewhat in the Merced River, while overflow
problems at the wastewater treatment plant may be alleviated.

Assessment of natural and’ cultural resources do mot indicate
~ significant or irreversible impacts. It is not anticipated that
rare, endangered, or threatened species will be affected.

Since this environmental summary only deals with Phase I (weli

* drilling), discussion of Phase II impacts (e.g., configuration and
placement of pumps, wellheads with regard to floodplain hazards,
possible increase in electrical demand to operate the pumps) will
be addressed in future environmental documents.

Recommendation

Based on the above conclusions it is suggested that the proposed
project is not a major federal action affecting the quality of the
human environment, and is not of sufficient controversy to warrant

an environmental statement pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969. Should .further information on the above material
be desired, please contact Robert Schiller or Janice Auyong concerning
the discussion of environmental matters; or James Buckel concerning the
engineering details of the proposal. Please notify this office of

your final position on the status of this project.
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07-11-1979: memorandum to manager, denver service center from regional director regarding package 223, task directive, supple

/“/'> I =
. gk ®
. \,
‘ - CONNINGEAM 4.7/,
PATTON (Later)
022 WX~ F /
(WR)APB July 11, 1973
oes~h7.7
WITUCKI AﬁthZ:’
N—— } REG/D@ 2 [?/7/ 1
Tos Manager, Denver Service Center

Attention: Assistant Manager, Pacific Nortiwest/Western Teem
Froms Regional Director, Western Region

Subject: Package 223, Task Directive, Supplemental wWater Supply, El
Portal, Yosewmite

This is in reply to Associate Manager Steenhagen's memorandum of
June 1ll. Enclosed is a copy of Acting Superintendent Burgen's
renorandum of cawments dated July 2.

The Region comments were as follows: The Service Center should
submit a mercrandum report indicating the altermative well sites that
were consicdered and the reasons for selecting the final site. Items
that should be considered are potential to dewvelop a preducticn well,
feasibility to connect to existing system, relationship to future
development and effect on cultural rescurces.

The task directive states that the Service Center will prepare an
envirommental summary on this projecte We do not require this on
drilling the wells, but we want one on phase II, tying them into the
existing system.

I therefore approve the subject Task Directive this date, subject to
the above cammentse.

Cnelcsure

cc:  Superintendent, Yosemite

CCCunningham:btb 7/10/79




06-29-1979: memorandum to regional director from acting superintendent regarding package 223, supplemental water supply
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amorindus

7ot Resionel Tirzereor,
O
From: £ 3uperictcndent, Yosenita

-

The subject directive sccma satislictory and is 2pproved with thc

following comrment. e fesl that the new well capacity cliculd bz

QT

targeted to accomnodzate the plazned expansic

sresent use, If and vico the llactsr Plan is

Ll Portal arexz, water coasumption cosld eazily cdouble.

¥EClliott:sh 6/29/79
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4 2 RECEIvep
United States Department of the Interior |yegerpair i

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

DENVER SERVICE CENTER .

Sorch 3 755 Parfet Street JUN 15 79
— P.O. Box 25287

IN REPLY REFER TO: Denver, Colorado 80225 el Directar T

'

D5039-DSC-TWE _w.__

a Operations Evar, |
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June 11, 1979 e L N
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,EEL‘ L‘
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T
i
Memorandum eton atm
. . L 2/ 11 /-;!:
To: Regional Director, Western Region
From: Associate Manager, Denver Service Center

Reference: Yosemite, Package 223, Supplemental Water Supply,
El Portal, Comprehensive Design

Subject: Task Directive

The subject directive, which has been recommended by this office, is
enclosed for your review and approval. The referenced directive is
being forwarded to you and the Superintendent,fYosemite for concurrent
review and approval to save time in the review process.

Since this directive is essentially an agreement between our offices
for providing professional services, I urge your careful review to
insure that this directive clearly and fully identifies your needs.

All other reviewing offices should send their recommendations to you
for consolidation into one response. Your early reply is urged so

that this project may get underway.
%r@/§édt4_.

Robert L. Steenhag

Enclosure

ce:
WASO-560-Mr. Holland w/c enc.
Supt., Yosemite w/c enc.
CONSERVE

AMERICA'S
ENERGY

Save Energy and You Serve America!




06-11-1979: denver service center - task directive, design of supplemental water supply

DENVER SERVICE CENTER
TASK DIRECTIVE
FOR
DESIGN OF SUPPLEMENTAL WATER SUPPLY
EL PORTAL AREA
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

June 11, 1979

RECOMMENDED: WM/

“epa

ASSISTANT MANAGER, DENVER SERVICE CENTER /FNW/W Team DATE
CONCURRED: % //'/4 61374
v

ASSOCIATE MANAGER, DENVER SERVICH/CENTER DATE
/S/ William N. Burgen, Acting 7/2/79

SUPERINTENDENT, Yosemite National Park DATE

MANAGER, HARPERS FERRY CENTER DATE

APPROVED: ) .

REGIONAL DIRECTOR, _Western Region DATE




06-11-1979: denver service center - task directive, design of supplemental water supply, page 2cont

'PROJECT TITLE:

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS:

SN

Design of Suppli _.ental Water Supply, E1
Portal, Yosemite National Park, Package
223

The lower portion of the El Portal com-
munity, beginning at the old residential
area and extending to the new waste-

water treatment facility, is served by

a central water system. There are various
areas in the system that are old and little
is known about their state of repair. The
system is a result of add-on type comstruc-
tion and in some areas drawings are not
available. Presently three sources of
supply are being used, one drilled well,
one dug well and the Moss Creek surface
intake. During summer months, Moss Creek
supply dries up and the other two wells

are unable to keep up with the demand.

This shortage extends over a period of
about two months. By far, the greatest
demand for water is irrigation, which is

at its peak during the period when Moss
Creek is dry.

Actual meter readings of water use are
not available however, an estimate of
peak month water use is 91,000 gallons
per day (GPD) domestic and 318,000 GPD
irrigation, for a total use of 409,000
GPD or an average flow of 284 GPM. The
present wells supply a total of 150 GPM.
Moss Creek makes up the -difference when
flow is available.

The surface area around the dug well has
been contaminated. This well is 20 feet
deep and has no sanitary seal. A letter
to Superintendent Arnberger from the Depar-
tment of Health Service, State of Califor-
nia, dated March 1, 1979 recommends that
this well be replaced. Its flow is 85 GPM.

The drilled well, 106 feet deep has a sani-
tary seal of 10 feet, which does not meet
the safety code of the California Depart-
ment of Health. This well produces 65 GPM.
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PRELIMINARY REQUIRE..ZNTS: The draft envir..mental statement, general
management plan, has been approved by the
Regional Director. The plan calls for
development of a ground water supply for
the E1 Portal Area.

Since an approved environmental statement
has not been signed, an environmental
summary will be prepared by the Denver
Service Center.

A request for archeological clearance has
been granted by the Western Archeological
Center. (Attachment No. 1) (35-79-YOSE)

DATA COLLECTION: A field trip was made August 1978 by Cal
Cooper and Jim Buckel at which time the
proposed drilling sites were selcted, and
a revised cost estimate was prepared.

BASIC DATA: 1. Geological Survey Maps.
2. Denver Service Center As-Constructed
Drawings
PERSONNEL: ‘ Project Manager: Jim Buckel, Civil Engineer

Design Team: Don Zieman, Electrical Engi-
neer; Jim McConnell, Mechanical Engineer;
R.H. Braun, Architect

Consultants: M. Jensen, Public Health
Service, Denver Service Center; Superin-
tendent and staff, Yosemite Natiomal Park;
Jerry Witucki, Western Regional Office;
Bill Werrell, Western Regional Office; R.
Schiller, Planning Team, Denver Service

= Center, Pacific Northwest/Western Team.
FUNDING: Package 223
PROGRAMMED : Preliminary Design 06 Fiscal Year 1979 8,4

Construction Plans
and specifications07 Fiscal Year 1979 14,0

Construction 91 Fiscal Year 1980 397,0
ESTIMATED: Task Directive =

Environmental

Summary 06 Fiscal Year 1979 3,6

Construction Plans

and specifications 07 Fiscal Year 1979 16,8

Construction Phase

I 91 Fiscal Year 1979 120,0

Construction plans

and specifications 07 Fiscal Year 1980 59,2
N Construction Phase

II 91 Fiscal Year 1980 277,0¢
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=

REGULATORY REVIEW:

CONSTRUCTION COSTS:
PHASE I

PHASE II

PROJECT SCHEDULE:

PROPOSED WORK:

Phase one of th.. project will be con-
structed using available Fiscal Year 1979
project planning funds not needed for
other projects.

The Department of Health Services, State
of California will be sent a set of plans
and specifications for their review.

1. Drill and develop 3 wells 120,000

1. Connect well to existing 202,000
system

2. Provide stand-by power 25,000

3. Miscellaneous materials 50,000

and services
Total Construction Cost 397,000

Item Completion Date
Drilling specifications June 11, 1979
Phase I

Review . July 2, 1979
Environmental summary July 30, 1979
Printing August 6, 1979

Bid period September 3, 1979
Award September 17, 1979
Construct Phase I January 1, 1980

Construction plans and - April 28, 1980
specifications Phase II

Review May 19, 1980
Printing June: 23, 1980
Bid period July 21, 1980
Award August 4, 1980
Construct Phase II May 1, 1981

The purpose of this project is to provide
an adequate water supply for the El Portal
community as it presently exists.

We propose to drill additional wells to
increase the ground water supply by about
220 GPM. It is estimated the present peak
month demand requires a flow of 284 GPM.
The drilled wellproduces 65 GPM. Since
Moss Creek is an unreliable source and the
dug well could be contaminated from the
surface, these two sources will be aban-
doned.
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OPTIONS:

A~

Since it is impousible to design the
completed connections to the existing
system before the location and hydraulics
of the new wells are known, this work will
be done in two phases.

Phase I will be to drill and develop the
wells and phase II will connect them to
the existing system, and provide emergency
stand-by power.

Should Phase I prove that developing a
ground water supply is not feasible, then
a surface source and treatment plant will
be required.




05-04-1979: memorandum to the superintendent from c. martin regarding cultural findings

P

Unite”’ States Department of t” . Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WESTERN ARCHEOLOGICAL CENTER
P.O. BOX L1058

IN XEPLY REFER TO: TUCSON, ARIZONA 85717
H4217
X-H2215 YOSE May 4, 1979 35-79-YOSE
(WR)RWA Clearance No.
|
| Memorandum
\ .
i To: Superintendent, Yosemite
\
‘ From: Chief, Western Archeological Center

Subject: Archeological clearance '

The effects of the following project on archeological resources have
been assessed: drilling of three wells and emplacement of 3300 feet of
pipe near the Merced River in the El1 Portal area, Yosemite Natiomal
Park, California (Construction Package 223).

The basis for this assessment is a letter report by Western Archeological
Center Circuit Rider Jim Mayberry, dated May 3, 1979. A copy is enclosed.

Since there is a likelihood that archeological resources may be encountered,
the Service should exercise caution. However, clearance to proceed is
hereby provided on the following conditioms:

1. An alternate route for the water line from well 1 should be be chosen,
so as to avoid site 4-MRP-358 (see enclosed letter report). If the site
cannot be avoided, consultation with the Circuit Rider and this Office

is required and excavation of all or part of the site may be necessary
prior to emplacement of the water line.

2. The Circuit Rider should monitor all comstruction activity in the
vicinity of sites 4-MRP-358 and 4-MRP-18l. These sites should be flagged
prior to the beginning of work and they should be avoided by vehicular
traffic and other construction activities during work.

This property is within the El Portal Archeological District. This project
is covered in a blanket 106 statement that has been submitted to the
Western Regional Office and the California State Historic Preservation

Officer.
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-
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2

If concealed archeological resources are encountered during construction
please take all necessary steps to protect them and immediately notify ’
this Office so that appropriate action may be taken.

Carol A. Martin

Enclosure

ce:
w/c enc. .
(WR)RC — Chief, Division of Cultural Resource :Management

SC)TWE — Assistant Manager, Pacific Northwest/Western Team
(DSC)LC - Compliance Historian, Legislative Compliance
(DSC)TWE — Chief, Branch of Historic Preservation ..
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T TF OF CAUFOENIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY »',ED}»"UN'D G. LROV/R 1%, Governor

DEFARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES '
5545 EAST SHIELDS )

FRESNO, CA 23727 R
(209) 291-6G76 i

!
o ifj\- ‘

Mr. Leslie P. Arnberger, Park Superintendent
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

P. 0. Box 577

Yosemite National Park, CA 95389

Dear Mr. Arnberger:

Your letter of February 20, 1979 transmitting well logs for El Portal
Wells 1 and 2 and Yosemite Valley Well 1 has been received. We have
reviewed these logs and offer the following conments:

1. The profile sketch of Yosemite Valley Well 2 indicates the
well to be equipped with both a cemented-in-place conductor
casing and 2 cement seal down to about 150 feet to protect
the gravel envelope from surface and shallow subsurface
contaminants. This well meets the California Well Construction
Standards.

2. The well log for Yosemite Valley Well 1 indicates that this well
is also gravel packed., This log does not chow if a conductor
casing was installed, nor the cement sealing technique employed,
if any. Do you have additional construction information in this
regard?

3. El1 Portal Well 2 is of cable tool construction and was only
sealed to a depth of 10 feet, The minimum sealing reguirements
in California are 50 feet. First verforations are at a
relatively shallow depth of 45 feet. Our previous request to
operate this well only with continuous and reliable chlorination
facilities was therefore justified to assure a bacteriologically
safe water quality to consumers served by this well.

4., Hand dug E1 Portal Well 1 is a rather crudely constructed. well.
It is only 20 feet deep and cased with two overlapping lengths
of corrugated metal pipes. No sanitary seal of any kind was
provided. Water enters the well at the bottom (20 feet depth)
and between the pipe sections (10 feet depth where the pipes
overlap). The earth material around the outside of corrugated
metal pipe casing is most likely coarse and alluvial material.
These above described construction features are not judged
satisfactory as no safeguards exist protecting.this well from
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surface and shallow subsurface contamination hazards. We

therefore recommend that this well be replaced with a properly

constructed well. Until this can be accomplished it is of

vital importance that this well be operated only with

continuous and reliable chlorination facilities, as previously

requested,
Sincerely,
P ~ : /:-) ry
Cugrb AWl
i
dﬁnter A. Redlin
Supervising Sanitary Engineer
SANITARY ENGINEERING SECTION

GAR/bd

cc: Mariposa County Health Department




well descriptions
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A. Depth of Seal. Following is the minimum depth of seal below ground

surface for various uses of wells;

Depth of Seal

Type (belov ground surface)
"V‘ngﬁgpnv‘ Water Supply Wells 50 wnnwﬂ.ll,
Individual Domestic Wells 20 feet
" Industrial Wells 50 ?l.wm\ 2/
Agriculturel Wells Nene 3
Air-Conditioning Wells 20 feet
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SEZ'.ING CONDITIONS FOR UPPER ANNULAR SPACE

cLar

B. Sealing Conditions _m\m.ot.ot..:m are requirements to be observed in umr.w-
ing the annular space:

; 1. Welll that are fully situated, or at considerable depth, in
unconsolidated, caving material,

&. Where the cable-tcol method of drilling is used, an outer
casing (conductor casing), may function as the seal provided
the length of the conductor casing corresponds to the depth

of seal specified in Part A of this section. (See Figure la)

b. Where the rotary method of construction is used, the
annular space shall be filled with sealing material to the
depth specified in Part A of this section, When a temporary
conductor casing is used to hold out the caving material
during placement of the seal, it may be left in place or
withdrawn as the sealing material is placed. (See Figure la)

2. Wells that penetrate stratified formations, If an impervious
(consolidated) formation is encountered within 5 feet of where the
bottom of the seal described in Part A of this section should ter-
minate, the seal should be extended into the impervious foraation.
(See Figure 1b)

waomunmobm are shallow wells where the water to be developed is at a depth
less than 20 feet, In this instaace, the depth of seal may be reduced but
in no case less than 10 feet and specisel precautions shall be taken in
locating the well with respect to possible sources of contamination,

W\esuu requirement is necessary only where the water is used intentionally
or incidentally for domestic purposes (drinking, washing, etc,) or the
water must meet strict quality requirements for its intended uses.

u\.?o annular space shall be sealed a minimum depth of 20 feet from the
surface of the ground when the well is close to individual domestic wells
or 50 feet when the well is close to sources of contezination or pollution
described in Section 8. Local conditions, such as the existence of shallow,
subsurface waters of undesirable quality, may warrant consideration of seal-
ing the annular space around agricultural wells.

._w\ Methods of sealing are described in Appendix F,.




09-13-1977: letter to director, nps from congressman, b.f. sisk regarding water wells

B. F. SISK owrwcr ormces:
187K DisTRICT, CALIFORNIA- BETTY L. CORNELIUS
FIELD REPRESENTATIVE

Roosm 2001, FroemaL BUiLDING

COLMIT IR N UL CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 11300 Swaer
H Orr! Bu Fresno, CaLIFORNIA 93721
w:‘ ";'c. "';o':s HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 209-487-5004
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 Room 30A, FEDERAL BuiLDNG
TONY COELHO 1125 “1** Sreger
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT MOOKESTO, CALIFORNIA 95384

209-527-1914

Roowm 131
415 W. 18T« STREET
Menrczn, CALIFORNIA 95340
209-723-3807

September 13, 1977

Mr. William Whalen, Director

| National Park Service
U. S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Whalen:

1 deeply appreciate your response regarding the three water wells
needed to implement the Yosemite Development Program, Yosemite National
Park, and can understand the funding delays and priorities established
by your predecessors. '

I would trust, Mr. Whalen, that the budget proposal submitted to
the Congress for fiscal year 1979 will reflect funding necessary for
the wells. As you recognize, you now have a new sewer system at E1 Portal
and that demand, as well as for other domestic needs, must be met. I
feel the effort which led to voluntary conservation to approximately
145 gallons per minute should be saluted, but I feel equally strong that
" the total system should be built as envisioned in the Yosemite Development
Plan.

Again, I trust the line item appropriation for the additienal wells
will be reflected in the budget proposal, and I look forward to working

with you to assure that this item is retained throughout the budgeting
process.

With kind regards,

Sincerely,

B. F. SISK
MEMBER OF CONGRESS
RECEIVED
Wester: e Office
Sep ey ol
@@m Sty 72
| N 0t ¢

T Administradion”

i
L_;—Uparaliant

ot

\th

Res. Mamt. Plan..

=7
i1 A

M -._.-'A:!ﬂraisal §
_ Action Taken




09-08-1977: letter to b.f. sisk from director, nps regarding shortage of wells at el portal
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! Homorable B. F. Sisk s
Eouse of Representatives T A e )
‘s'as'nington, D.C, _!Pro;. & Budget |
" :J'l: Affiirs
Dear Hr. Sisk: . ’.‘;::, .Ar::::csal

HYe sre pleased to Tespoud to your recent letter concerning the SHGTEZY i .
of wells in the El Portal Administrative Sitsa adjacent to /Yosemit /\47&
Rational Park. The two wells at E1 Portal are now pumning 214 gallons M
per ninute which is the meximum capacity of the existing pumns, Ve :
have boosted the capacity of ocne well by izstalling a puwp in the river, &

filtering tha watar, aad pouring it into the wall. 3y voluateer ratioco— '}\'
ing, the demand in the El Portal arsa h=s heen kept at approxinmately _ S

145 zallons per minuta,

¥We have reecognized the need for well drillins for several years, but
there have alvays beem othar more urgeaily aeeded maintenmes or
protection—oriented items to compete for the limited funds available.
Thrae wells ara included in the Yosemite Dewelopment Prograam in the
estimated amovmt of $223,200, To date, we have ont baen abEarvo. fomd.
this item, ST

The size of this project requires that it be fumded as a line item
. development project. This project will be considared for our fisecal
year 1979 budget reqmest along with other priority needs of the Servica.

In checking with sewveral of the loeal drillers in Mariposa Comty, it
is apparent that it would be impossible to hava the wells drilled row
2t smy price. Most drillars have ecommitments backlogged for the next
6 months to landowmers who are in more dire need tham the residents
in the E1 Portal area. We will do cur utmost to fulfill this obliga=
tion to the area as scom as possible. .,

Thenk you for bringing this mattar to our attentioa. Your interest iz

appreciated. - -
Sinecerely yours,
S/M1iian . Thzian
. . Director
bee: . i .

!Region.al Director, Western Region (2)) w/c of inc..




07-26-1977: letter to director, nps from congressman, b.f. sisk regarding water wells
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3. F.SIEK

27 DisTricr, Cavirammia

<O* TTEE ON RULES

CONGRESS OF THI UNITED STATES

Housz CrFrice Suoing = =1 E

sz Ormes Qo HOUSZ OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

TONY COQELHO
ADM INISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

MODESTO, TALIFORNIA 95354

Ju'ly 26, 177 20%-527-1914
Roowm 131
415 W. 18T SomecT

Merczo, CauiFormia 95340

209-723-8807
ifr. William Whalen, Director .
Wational Park Service S 4" o
U. S. Decertment of the Interior Vi

Washington, D. C. 20240
Dear itr. Whalen:

It has been brought to my attention by concerned residents,
of the E1 Portal area of Yosemite National Park that because the
ilational Park Service has delayed funding the d1rg1nr of a third
water well in the area that a real shortage exists which could
be detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of residents and
visitors alike.

[ have teen informed that suocly for the area shouis ot in thz
range of 350 gallons per minute to meet municipal needs. VYet,
according to information provicded me, the tvo existinc wells are
only providing 225 gallons ner minute.

At this time I would ask you to consider reproszramming funds
to allow for the irmediate jssuance of bids for the third well at
E1 Portal. To not seriously consider this option this year will,
in my view, be fcolhearty. iountain residents in and around
Yosemite are telling me with regularity that wells which had in
past years never gone dry are now useless and need deepening or that
new wells must be dug.

I trust you will concur and provide Yosemite National Park
officials the necessary approval to proceed.

With kind regards.

Sincerely. 7 )
’ SNy

&/M/ =N
F. SISK

nmasq OF COMGRESS "




08-21-1972: memorandum to director, western region from superintendent regarding drinking water emergency

G et . Mencad Corua o
rYss- /97

United States Department of the Intefigr e s o2
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE = R

P.O. Box 577 . -
NPTy Sirt
Yosemite National Park, California 95389 A5 22777
IN REPLY REFER TO:
AUG 211872 T ASa. LT —
XL1425 . \é:.:.m_n: _|:
4, Fraga, I}
(WR)D —-fo JU_Mj‘*‘*
Memorandum
To: Director, Western Region i
From: Superintendent, Yosemite

Subject: Drinking Water Emergency, El Portal

The domestic water supply for EL Portal consists of a surface water
intake from Moss Creek and one hand-dug, 18-foot well in the old river
bed. The Moss Creek source is reduced to a flow of approximately five
gallons per minute. The well source is reduced to 90 gallons per minute,
due to a gradual sealing of the gravel-pack filter media around the well.

On August 2, there was a non-statistical fire at El Portal which consumed
all available water reserves. We have inaugurated rationing to the fullest
extent possible; however, the water supply still lags behind demand. We
estimated a complete absence of any drinking water by August 15. We were
obliged, therefore, to take immediate emergency measures which consisted
of using the river supply--heavy chlorination and boiling water for drink-
ing purposes--as a short-term, remedial effort, together with developing
a cooperative attitude of all the consumers of El Portal toward conserv-
ing, wherever possible, the water that remains available. For long-term
correction of this system we have prepared and have furnished draft speci-
fications to Mr. Gerard S. Witucki for a well suitable for ultimate needs
and compatible with the ultimate system development. Mr. Peppers was
informed of these procedures during his recent visit to the Park. We
have no choice but to advertise, bid, and award the construction of a
well, chlorination unit, and short pipeline with operating funds (esti-
mated to cost $10,000 complete).

We ask that our specifications be reviewed for compliance with the
applicable standards for water supply systems and request your concurrence
for the expenditure of maintenance funds for the installation of this
system.

a * o
f

‘e

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972




08-21-1972: memorandum to director, western region from superintendent regarding drinking water emergency, page 2cont
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We anticipate the seasonal drought to continue for another 60 days.

The nearby cities of Raymond and Oakhurst, California, are now without
water and there are serious shortages throughout the San Joaquin Valley.
The absence of normal snowfall this past winter has contributed greatly
to this situation.

The well location will be in the El Portal Administrative Site, and its
installation will be comsidered as part of updating and maintaining the
water supply system. Therefore, due to the emergency nature of this
work and that its location is within an existing developed area and
considered a part of the maintenance of an existing system, we request
your concurrence that this activity be considered for minor environmental

impact,

We are especially grateful for the quick response of Messrs. Witucki
and Peppers and their assistance toward getting this work under way.

\ﬁ(W\




11-21-1963: memorandum to superintendent from assistant regional director regarding supplying water to us forest service at el p
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03-25-1960: memorandum to director from assistant regional director regarding water rights
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March 25, 1960

L 5%

Director

Tot

From:

Assistant Regional Director, Region Four

Subjeet: Water Right, Dosket 6, Hl Portal Arvea, Yosemite

e
u-m“ w.mu
¥er ohid
i i
§.2at s
i ]
I ;
m -“ mﬂu

In response te Mr. Domn's nemorendgs of Msreh the following
information is supplied: e

G
mmumm hu H M_.m“_ mmm

muc

(SGD) HERBERT MAIER

Regional Director

Yosemite
Chief, WODC (2)

Copy to!




03-21-1960: memorandum to regional director from chief, water resources section regarding water rights
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- IN REPLY REFER TO:

) UNITED STATES Lok-oat
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR —
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ‘ :ECE'L‘:E D
WASHINGTON 25, D, C. | orFce
March 21, 1960 | MAR24°60
Memorandum TSORRANE
. RD.
To: Regional Director, Region Four Iﬁ #
From: Chief, Water Resources Section ERATON | —
I .
Subject: Water Right Docket 6, El Portal Area, Yosemite

U-%&S_
This memorandum refers to Mr. Maier's memorandum of February 29, V\;V"'"“F“l’:" o
Mr. Imirie's memorandum of March 8, concerning Deed 179-A-B & C, Monbed # fghs
and the L-1 form, and earlier correspondence as indicated. Attached bmu':
is a print of NP-Y0S-2405 on which Mr. Robertson has shown limits '::'Si(i'd-
of the patents. We are filing this print at the bottom of contents
of Part I of the docket for at least interim reference. Lo _j’/7 5/‘

We have also filed all the following records as instructed, and the
following comments are offered:

Application 19116, of which copy was sent to us with memorandum of

November 9, 1959, to Superintendent, was subsequently filed gl e e B
December 2, 1959, according to letter of December 3, 1959, from the permit - wo
Executive Office of State Water Rights Board. We do not have hour pevenct winber

of filing, or permit number. wued ek

The License No. 2973, with Mr. Maier's memorandum of February 1 seems

to have been signed by the State Engineer on April 13, 1948. The

proposed license in Part III of docket is not signed, and bears

notation in upper right corner that it was attached to Mr. Hilton's
memorandum of February 26, 1947. The date of signature "1948" is dale 104¢
scarcely legible on our copy, and should be confirmed by reference s eeme et
to better print that you or the Superintendent must have. Assuming -

that the date is correct, it may be assumed that the quantity of water

was reduced between 1947 and 1948, due to result of field inspection. -

I think the unsigned copy of license should be removed from docket .

and destroyed, as obsolete, subject to your confirmation of same

action by all offices. Incidently, our patch work copy of license

would have little value in court because we have no evidence that

all four sheets, that are stapled together, are from the two sides

of the same, signed original.

The Completion Report of November 23, 1959, of Utility Recomstruction,
with memorandum of February 29 from Mr.Maier, refers to PCP-B-180-1,




03-21-1960: memorandum to regional director from chief, water resources section regarding water rights, page 2cont

— =

vwhich indicates that there was no construction drawing, but NP-YpS-3515
has now been received for Plan Review. The drawing with records of the
pump test, with the completion report is needlessly large for permanent
docket records, and somewhat confusing. The following comments are
offered for consideration when preparing the single drawing for the
docket, which Mr. Maier has promised.

1. Both old and new wells, and pipelines should be dowt
shown with tie to s} Cor. Sec. 18, which could be scaled.

« - l ou
2. The profiles of both wells, and water levels in conplec bres

both wells and of adjacent river might be shown on the same

sketch map.

3. The record of pump test of new well might &lso be  cocciler lwied
shown, thus eliminating the need for sheet with completion

report.

k. Drawdown curves and tabular water levels during pump  coociw loheC
test do not appear to be to the same elevation datum as profile
of wells.

5. The new well is clearly a replacement of the old, o < -
and should be so classified.

6. At least the approximate depth of the old well should 1 deep
be given, to show that both intercept the same aquifer,
or apparently the subsurface flow of the river.

T. The approximate date of construction of the old well 1953
and pipeline should be recorded, if known.

8. As suggested by Mr. Maier, no formal logs are probably
needed for 17 foot wells so close to the river, but the type
of gravel formation should be shown, and that is about all v
missing to convert the sketch of pump test data to a log, if
drawdown curves are plotted from proper datum. (I gather
that water level was drawn down to about 7 or 8 feet from
an unrecorded static depth below ground level before the
pump test started, and recovery appears to have been to
about 9.5 feet below ground surface.)

The requested data for the L-1 form, and the proper records of water
rights for Docket 6 are very closely related. Attached Drawing 2405




03-21-1960: memorandum to regional director from chief, water resources section regarding water rights, page 3cont
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should be used as a base for a map showing all the water systems and
the dates of patent to the land on vhich they are located. There
should also be the dates when the parcels of unpatented former Forest
Service land were first withdrawn from entry and reserved as Forest
Reserves. The ultimate basis of water rights may be governed by
these dates as well as, or instead of the dates of new construction
or appropriative water right applications.

R N

A. van V.
Chief, Water Resources Section

Attachment

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite, w/c Print 2405 - Docket 6 - Part I
Chief, WoDC (2) " . » "




02-29-1960: memorandum to the director from assistant regional director regarding water rights
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February 29, 1960

|
:

Tot Director

Fromt Assistent Reglonal Direstor, Region Four

Subjeet: Water Right Decket for El Portal Residences, Yoseuite

Mr. Robertson suggested by memovendum of February 19 that ve prepare
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02-19-1960: memorandum to regional director from assistant chief, water resources section regarding water right docket for el port

YoSsE  pocked o lebhsok

IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES L5h-quL

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE KPS RESICN FouR amrice

WASHINGTON 25, D. C,

FEB2 360
February 19, 1960 ‘
ASST, .
Memorandum I
To: Regional Director, Region Four M 2/2;
From: Assistant Chief, Water Resources Section“ 3

: 1S 2/29
Subject: Water Right Docket for El Portal Residences, Yosemite

It is suggested that a docket be started and distributed from your
office, as indicated in the closing paragraph of Mr. Dunn's memorandum
of December 22, 1959, subject: Prpposed Water Right Dockets, El Portal
Area, for the water system now serving residences 700, 703, 704 and T05.
For the present the docket folder may contain only copies of the
completion report PCP B-180-1, without snapshots » Plus a log of the
well which we would like to have supplied to us if it is not already
enroute. We have reproduced the completion report for the WASQO copy .

with a tie from a nearby BLM corner, & cor. or 1/16 cor. to the well
should be made and included, if this is not already in progress.

Gordon W. Robertson
Assistant Chief, Water Resources Section

(At some later date, as time permits, a simple drawing of the system,

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Chief, WoDC (2)




11-09-1959: memorandum to superintendent from acting regional chief of operations regarding water right application, moss creek

L5k

Hovember 9, 1959 | WESTERN OFRC
DESIGN & CONSTRU!

o NOY 121958

To: Superintendent, Yosemite Natiomal Park CRIEE
[ PERSONNEL
PLANS & PROG
SAFEYY
Subject: Water Right Applicstion, Moss Creek, Yosspite = arcaEet
1T B w7 ENGINEER- Y
~ LAND, ARCH.
n e
~ACTION TAKEN—

the
If satisfactory with you, the original and one copy nay be \\ B

Fromi *‘/Gleglonal Chief of Gperstions, iegion Four

\

sttached ave the original and two copies of a re
cation for appropristion of the water of Moss Creek for

T

§
8

The application is a revision of sariier drafts semt you
first ou Pebruary 10 and agaia on June 23. The present foram incorporated
some Oof the suggestions made by M. Dusn in his memoraadum of July 15.
The principal change has been to revise paragruph 1l - Flace of Use, and

The application makes no specific reference to the first pertionm
of the water system (PCP U~109-1) now programmed for comstrmetiom in the 1962
fiscal year. Because the system will initially use weter puaped from a
well near the Merced River, it 1s cur opiniom that sn sppropriative filing
is not needed for that portion of the system. We believe the use of such

Even though the first water peeds may be met by other rights
we beliszve 1% ia highly desirsble to estadblish appropriative rights oo

Acting Regiounal Chief of Cperatiocaos
Attachments

Copy to: Director (2) w/ey of application Ny
Chief, WGBC (2) w/cy of spplication ™ v &
Segional Solicitor w/cy application k




08-05-1959: memorandum to regional director from superintendent regarding water right application, moss creek

ay

IN REPLY REFER TO:
o

UNITED STATES - © Lsh
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ‘ -
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RECEIVED
HPS REGION FOUR OFFICE

August 5, 1959

AUG-6"59

Memorandum ASST.RO__| 1
OPERATIONS|
To: Regional Director, Region Four | w1 b
[ RECREATION
. T
From: Superintendent, Yosemite -
Subject: Water Rights Application, Moss Creek, El Portal L§38//a
b bt
! We have carefully reviewed Mr. Whibworth'@
subject memorandum and other recent correspondence on
matter.
Our only comment is that we do intend to eventually L it
gserve the "Part of the El Portal community having a continuing :/’/’/’::r Sy
¢ .

population of 300....." from the Moss Creek source. During dry ke A
vears it will undoubtedly be necessary to supplement the Moss 454l
Creek supply with water pumped from wells along the Merced

River. As you know, both Crane Creek and Indian Creek went

dry during July this year.

John C. Preston
uperintendent

In duplicate




06-04-1959: memorandum to regional director from chief, water resources section regarding proposed water system

Gl YoSE El Pordal Douket

IN REPLY REFER TO:

L5k4-0BL
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NPS REGION FOUR OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
-8’59
June 4, 1959 JUN
AME| DATE
Memorandum | TREG. DIR.__|
[ ASST.RD.
To: Regional Director, Region Four ERATIONS
From: Chief, Water Resources Section ) :
|
1 Subject: Proposed Water System, EL Portal Trailer Court, o
| Drawing NP-YOS-3449, Yosemite M?/ﬂ

The subject drawing could be greatly improved by the

Seg w0
inclusion of section linés and cross references to water develop- .,f- /a3
ments. However, the Trailer Court appears to be in N SEE Sec. 18 . swek.
and NW} SWh Sec. 17, which is designated as Abbeville area on § dealt of
Drawing 240k vhich was submitted with Mr. Whitworth's memorandum opplieodon

of February 20 concerning El Portal water rights.

The “existing well", which i's proposed source, appears
to be 0.25 inch east (right) of circled "s" in NWy SEf Sec. 18
The proposal to establish continued Federal use of that well as
successor in ownership, is excellent. I have not located
Mr. Spaulding's record, if any, of the last past use of the
particular well, but the burden of proof of lapse of water rights
would be on the protestant.

Drawing 2403 also shows that the subject well, on the
north bank of the river, and the Trailer Court, thereon designated
as area "c", on the south bank, are part of one tract of formerly
patented land which includes both sides of the river through N

, and NE: SWwk, Sec. 18. I assume the well depth to be such
that the source-of water is subsurface flow of the river. These
observetions suggest that the well can probably be used to supply
the Trailer Court under riparian rightsg

The plan under Drawing 3449 is to withdraw the water
from the well on north bank of the river, and convey it to area of
use on the south bank. The esteblishment of successorship rights
to the subsurface river flow will be less controversial by using
the old well. However, an amended point of water withdrawal, or
diversion on the south bank, and upstream, is legally possible.
The desirebility of this action should be considered before the
pipeline gradient is fixed to flow easterly.




06-04-1959: memorandum to regional director from chief, water resources section regarding proposed water system, page 2cont
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i

This proposal to use subsurface flow of the Merced
River, or other intercepted groundwater if the well intercepts
a lower aguifer, is & change from the plan in 2/5/59 draft of
application for the appropriation of Moss Creek water. We could
change the point of withdrawal to point of diversion on Crane
Creek, subject to only the protest of lower appropriators of
Crane Creek if the well intercepts subsurface flow of the Merced.

The fact that WODC Drawing 3449 differs from Regional
Drawings 2403 and 240k, without explanations to this office, leads
me to question whether the two offices are fully coordinating their
work., I do not believe that water right limitations have been
found yet, which would make either plan impractical.

Chief, Water Resources Section

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Chief, WoDC (2)




09-30-1958: memorandum to regional director, region four from chief, water resources section regarding mr. whitworth's memo of

- IN REPLY REFER TO:

L54-L
UNITED STATES ‘
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlBRECE]VED ; v
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NPS REGION FOUR OFFicE | O"wered 1part by
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. - Monbey mewo hug 2
OCT-6"58  neno of ot 0y
September 30, 1958 ‘| '\Vunswuﬂuly /'Hhuihl
1 mﬁ DIR.
_RD.
Memorandum i TiORS
To: Regional Director, Region Four RECREA rl-j é
N JE3N i
From: Chief, Water Resources Section W

.

v
Subject: Mr. Whitworth's Memorandum of September 18/Concerning Water ¥
Rights for Proposed El Portal Development, Yosemite
e ———

Mr. Whitworth is correct in stating that searching county
records would not be justified to try to find all water right filings.
There is also no justification for searching for claims which have
lapsed.

[, e

Railroad claims appear to have been unexercised for almost,
but not quite, 20 years. My question, in that connection, is now who
owns the land where the tanks were located, and how did title pass 3
if to a private individual. If conveyed to a private individual, with
appurtenances, and the pipeline and tank were not removed by the RR,
we might be able to purchase and convert the rights, but I doubt if
the quantity of water actually used was ever significant.

P

e Dunp oo

I do not consider it significant that Ward described one
point of diversion, and used another. The question is whether that
diversion was made at the time of county filing. Faulty description
of point of diversion could be corrected if it could be established .

that water from specified source (Moss Creek) was made. ol
L
The right to divert above patented land under riparian et e

rights, to gain head, is always subject to consent of upper land om:nz:z-,t /‘/ M
and to somewnat differing laws of various states. I think the attarney %l

for the State Water Right Board should be consulted on the second “ladion’
point, probably by the Regional Solicitor. However, I think Mr. Spaulding A| V;’,}"‘;fe
should participate in such discussion. US owns
all 4
It is not possible to claim riparian rights to a stream which 'o¢ g?‘w‘i

does not cross the land, even though that stream is tributary to
another stream which does cross the land. However, it is possible to
purchase or quiet title to riparian lands , and make an appropriative
filing for the nonriparian use of that water. T am not enough of an
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r

attorney to know how the state reconciles the failure to return the

same water to the same stream, but assume that the notice of appropria-
tion, as posted or advertised, serves to quiet title of other riparian
claimants from whom rights were not purchased. The Federal rights to
Raynor Creek for the Mariposa Area, Yosemite, Docket 1, were established
on that basis, under instructions of Mr. Joseph E. Taylor.

. It is also probable that an independent application for a new
appropriation of water of Moss Creek would result in a permit from the
State Engineer unless he has evidence that the particular creek is far
over appropriated. Whether the permit was granted, as that of the
Forest Service for Crane Creek water, or blocked by protests, as in the
case of the Park Service application for supplemental water at the Big
Stump Area of Kings Canyon, Docket 1, would depend on the fate of the
posted or advertised notice.

From the data collected to date, subject to Mr. Putnam's in-
vestigation, I believe that the next step should be for WODC to prepare
its preliminary plan for the development to the extent necessary to
define desired point of diversion and approximate pipeline alignment,
as a map to support a water right application, and to file such
application for the appropriation of the water. If the published notice
is protested, we will have to buy or condemn rights of protestant.

The action should have prior Solicitor's concurrence, and we better
have funds to start construction within statutory period after possible

permit is granted.

(7 oo
Dunn

A. van V.
Chief, Water Resources Section

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Chief, WODC
Field Solicitor McClellan

7 Fans )
of ochesr i

HE ore JG oy

COwr e
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G. F. WHITWORIA

George F. Wibitwerth

Acting Regiomal Chief of Operstions

Mr. McClellan

Chief, WODC

Copy to: BSuperintendent, Yosemite

LSpaulding:sh
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NPS RECION FOUR OFFICE
September 15, 1958 SEP16'58
Memorandum REG. DIR. %
To: Regional Director, Region Four Ay 5/
Fx;on: Superintendent, Yosemite .

Subject: Water Rights, El Portal, Yosemite National Park ,; 8 ,/22
LSS

We have just received a copy of Mr. A. ven V. Dumn’
memorandum to you commenting on Mr. Spaulding's recent investigation POE—
of the subject water rights. In the penultimate paragraph, Mr. Dumn .
refers to the possible availability of rights to Moss Creek. This o bireclor
source would offer the best solution for the following reasons: of 9|18

1. Moss Creek has adeguate head and volume for a gravity
supply system.

2. The alternate or Merced River source would require
expensive collection, treatment and pumping installations because it
is subject to contamination from our sewage treatment plant and
adequate head is not readily available.

3. The Moss Creek system would be much less costly to
operate and maintain.

In view of the foregoing, and the paramount importance of
settling the water rights so that progremmed developments may proceed
on schedule, we feel the situation warrants the personal attention of
Mr. A. van V. Dunn. His broad experience and background would be of
considerable value in working out an immediate solution to our water
supply needs. We would like to suggest, therefore, that arrangements
be made for a trip to Yosemite by Mr. Dumn, at his earliest convenience.
We also suggest that he be accompanied by Mr. Spaulding from your office
since his knowledge of existing conditions would be most helpful.

In duplicate

| Copy to: Director
| Chief, WODC
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)

IN REPLY REFER TO:
Lsk-L
UNITED STATES Tmm—————

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RECEIVED
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NPS REGION FOuR OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
. SEP3-'58
September 4, 1958
Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Four
From: Chief, Water Resources Section

Subject: Water Rights, El Portal, Yosemite National Park
T

With our one copy of Mr. Johnston's memorandum of August 26 S,‘:‘mudo o
to the Superintendent we received: a/) y/fy

l. Mr. Spaulding's typed comments-ElPortal Water Rights- -2 pagts ..._,.p\&_
three copies page 1 and one copy page 2.
2. Thermofax copy of contents, in one sheet.
3. Thermofax copy of tabulation of patents, deeds, grants
and agreements, pages 1, 2 and 3. -
4, Thermofax copy of Mariposa County Records of Water -
Right Appropriations, one page. -~
5. Thermofax copy of El Portal Water Association Water System,
12 unnumbered pages. .
6. Thermofax copy of water system serving houses in
Stanislaus National Forest, !4 unnumbered pages.—
T. Thermofax copy of Brantly Water System, 7 unnumbered pages.-
8. Thermofax copy of National Lead Company Water System,
8 unnumbered pages. -
9. Thermofax copy of Abbeville Water Systems, I unnumbered pages. v
10. Thermofax copy of Yosemite Valley Railroad Moss Creek
Water System, 5 unnumbered pages.
11l. Thermofax copy of Tungsten Mill System, 3 unnumbered pages. L
12. Thermofax copy of Indian Water System, 3 unnumbered pages.-—
13. Thermofax copy of Las Mariposa Land Company Water System, -
3 unnumbered pages.

We received no, copies of the appendix or map. There is
also the question of whgther item 1 is a two or four page statement.
Such records should be supplied in duplicate. I also think that the "
thermofax notes are of sufficient permanent value to justify typing
or duplicating in a more permanent medium such as photostat, apeco, )
or such. This should be kept in mind when preparing the summary. I
should like to caution against simplificatien which would eliminate
any of the data. . T

SN

»




09-04-1958: memorandum to regional director, region four from chief, water resources section regarding water rights, page 2cont

- ——

The two pages of Mr. Spaulding's statement are about what
I expected as to findings of fact. His "belief" that a riparian
diversion can be made from the stream (Merced River) above the land
on which it is to be used, is also nominally correct. However, no
such diversion could be made above intervening private land without
the consent of the intervening land owner. I am referring to general
principles, and the State of California may have prescribed other
conditions which should be investigated.

The table of county water right filings suggests that the
railroad made no filings, but many agents of companies filed in their
own names in the early days, and covered "other beneficial uses" in
their claims. Hence, I wonder whether we have sufficient record in
the tebulation to show that some railroad rights to Moss Creek have
not lapsed, or are not still available for purchase,

Neglecting the nonconsumptive power rights, there appear
to be county filings for 30,300 m.i., of which 7,000 m.i. are to
Moss Creek. VWhile it may be desirable to assert riparian rights to
the Merced, I do not think that it would be impossible to purchase
some of the rights to other sources, or prove that part have lapsed
and may have left unappropriated water in them. I do not know
whether the filings were based on 4O or 50 m.i. per second foot, but
there are claims to a lot of water if they are supported by available

A. van V. Dunn
Chief, Water Resources Section

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Chief, WODC




08-26-1958: memorandum to superintendent from regional chief of operations regarding water rights

oo
s A MceC
At
WM‘!
Jol 11
- Superintendeat, Josmits =
ram:  Reglosal Chief of Opereticas, Secion Por mm
Gubject: Water higite, Il Fortal, Yossite Nsticoal Ferk ()
AMtached in & brief sualysis S
o B ok Seaph: O
¢~u‘=, b 1 not be mocepted s floel =l
wntil move thorough stady md review have
collested by Mr.
oy Tt
mﬁa‘,‘_ Smmitind tn sapisries Sora-
e asls of Ar. Speniding’s etudy
Ve Megout Rivew Sl be consionred a0 e Hala SUuFGs of veber for
- 1 . S aes e
— ummﬁr’*““ .
sln e mﬁmbtwa'uh-—t
TR
(SGD) FRED T. JOMNSTON
Fred T. Jolmston
Fegloval (hief of Upereticns
ittechments

be:Whitworth

LSpaulding:hat Ti'/v ,




08-26-1958: report on el portal water rights

__m .,

_ .a
; i

ﬂ_w




—uuu—- : -au— muu_

.,.mu__ ..m.&. .u..w
__ ._a “z, :_m

“““. “m.* Winitly : i .5_

08-26-1958: report on el portal water rights, page 2cont




11-07-1957: note concerning el portal water rights investigation

) | . CoPY 2

S %

- EFL PORTAL
WATER RIGHTS lQVESTJ@AT;oU
November ®-8,|0c7 :

L;- g?oq \Alﬂé» :
T onTE p.)"rS “ .
Llanve 'Qlco'-'!.bs BLM ~wuh»);¢..\ YN

Appmprm‘lv'f F-lmqi " Manpota Cnnh‘

Wo«kwr gwsbmsv
El Pordal Waler Auouc#«n
Foreid fevviaa L-uu,g
B'M“‘i o
‘Nadional - Lead CO
f\kbevdb eT
: Yo tew fe Vallai RE ﬂou Cnok.
Tunqsiw R

" adien - Ciow -fmk

TR Mqrcpt ,Q.) Lm\J Q)
Appendix ‘
Siile imestiga ko - ?wﬁ MoJu
has Moriposas Land Co. Abshoel- Noly
Marpusq CMJ-" Wade Rignt Reeordi- Voky
"t Phobge

»

fﬁ

; ?ﬁ«%p. Bl Porlal Guad.




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements

Poge | O'S 3

FATENTS, DEEDS ., GRAVTS € AGREEMENTS
El Portal, Maripesa Ceunt
cn Land wew held b.( El PbrhiMmm'g Co
Compled by L lpouldng Dee. 5,1957
Sf;mmar/ made 4'«, Mtfd&ﬂ;/

X loate or | weTRUMENT| PARTIES
b
~ | pocumenT|

| Homegboad | . 160 Acres
Avg.1, 1884 | Cert. Vo. 1878 | Leonidag 4, Whordon | SWiNw* Secje, stwet & ‘vwd See. 1] el

{ Home sdcad 160 Acres
Aoy 17,1966 | Bwept # 8158 | Ohver w. Warel  SE* M swiie! wu'se netsw see 18 | do

RB.L. Worrant
Ock. 1o, 0| Ne.soeso | Augustus H.Ward |us‘se* Se 8, N'sn avinw* see deo
Shole of Caih) WoR, Borminghom ; Abgiract
Dec €o,1890| Patent Chories W Mott £k, STeswh nwisvt See 16 . 440 4. | RS
, W% Bmv-“ ham { wifs . Morpota Co.
Apr- 2,078 Grant Deed |Jam?a w. brartin | /2 interest n Hem 4 do  [oeeds i4- 121
Chorkes Ww. Mott Moripese Co.

ijepa,mp‘ Groet Deed | 1o 2™ Priarbn 2 wdevest 1w ldem 4 do Deeds 15-B3
James W, Marde d Marpeia L.

Pecds 21-%2
Maepoin Co.
Deeds 23-183

|
‘ i'{uﬁ,l?oté Grant Deed |qconbbe A.HWarel | All of lbewms S {6
| | shas H. waed Groalel to Ward Land ¢o.
JmZ,l’GT i Grank Dead :.“’:nrd Lanc. b Load dusceibed thoms 1,2,3, {4 (‘.‘.’%‘.‘3«‘.‘& de
t . 1. walber Rugnt . Moss Cr. - Covaly vol 1,pq)
| 3. water Rugnb. ¥ Suysbem, *  sol. 2 pg
'i ; 4. mgnk *“*‘M‘-S:‘:‘:’;- £
l | i‘?‘“ﬁ*::‘Lw:jdc. Grost do osemile valley RR ar pesa Lo,
7 10ct.€,907| Grael Deed Mo Yosemiks Valley R R 1 ireogu lor Parcel, 8.2 aeres n W' 817 Oeeds 23-20b
’ : 2. Rghd of Way , 100’ wide o 57 {18
! 3 Righi of way, 50 widewagon . S1kiF]
| Cond. hrong
|

o Lond reverds do Ward Lowd s
®#n phasdeument of B.%.

b. Maevol righit reserved

¢ Water Rughls - Meveed {Mu&
reierved by waed Lavd Ce




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 2cont




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 3cont

cr ' : Sheet 8 of 3

¢ [oare oF
N ar

S

AKTRUMENT | PARTIES DISCRIPTION § TERMS r":-“l
‘M‘

'J . | Thomas Prether amd 45“"“
I [Nov.t, 1909 Gran} Deed | Auqustus H.-Werd | Rignis, Hities, hkmkt estates Mu-nﬁ
e datvbed w w-thq ¥
Morced Ruver Eioe. Co] (Hew ) - .. .. N
2 [Ow 28,90] Graet Deed wm&&. -Al londs, water ngdls owned de m:
Mereed Rwer Pios. 8o (Hem u : b
M&M ciuding: .
b koad « See.16 2> i

8. Cawnent (or moborwertn oo, n(l' :

). 00 s4ep of lomd . WWO
) 4. Waler Tghts cCrane Cree 4.,..,.,

» €rteph recerveiion by wall beud to § Youmb Torm.
S. weler Right. Meveed R of dut 2.190 e, k

2o

6. 8 | Uge Perwid - Riqd 4
"::...s;....;, oy "".;*,.m....s.

3 Mor 6.98{Graet Decd [Some @ Ui B | New deed of comayamee . d
f ."_ - s '!.hbtu " i wadeie i'

Deed of 0ec. 30, 19u ( How W)

-

o?-

4 e 8.198 | Gvant Deed . ‘
14 fe .18 W?Eﬁ-&-—* mﬁ;’:‘
Merced Ruvér Elec. Go. ( tow 132)




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 4cont

4 "'5—*«1 !.‘xfs:u*sr&
| fo w hom wouin

; Anil | WP, AP rrison :
1 1 odose mu..,cw- ey Aonds Pil e =
mﬁ#&jup',u,mqmr “"‘4"{““7.
4 ] . nwerd

DD N




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 5cont

7 L = 2 >

EL TLRTAL WATER AS(CCIATION)
WATER  SYSTEM -

Land ommh.'p-:

Sytbw  Ownerthig

H!ﬁor\.& b, AT
Diste p,-‘ho'v\' 0{ gv\ﬂ‘/m .
:‘vaéoqrapi"&, q




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 6cont

TEM ! ¢ Poe 7l WATER ALSOC /4 704/

Lond k-Ow”er.féQ'o : :

h Diwersion Werks = g 7én ot Sous 4/040:40/ Aorer / . _
Soprly Line: = Mo Foretf & &1 Porfal Mg Co. Load
Vup»‘rm;f’ Tonks .- E! Pork/ /’//ﬂ//-/f lo. Lond
Distpbo dom Lyshm - £/ Zordo/ Minmg Co. Lond

iy Ovrrohy .

Dwrrioy erks ¢ -/;//’/} Lint - Ef Pvhof ttadke Aifoe,

Shrage Tasks - "dopokd & wedn ottecredon
57 El Porkel /‘1/;/'1:7 (e /Fayﬁ/y-jg.

D/k%;/‘uw/&ri Lined = ém'/ ‘/ o o/ t‘cl)l Dfmzwdu'/;

home. .oumers

Hiskor

€83 W dor ﬁ»c/; a/',o”m;/ £l k! Bf. rud Tos 2208
Lrir o AEE Sk /uj »4»1 Crave Gwet Ao b don 3
: Kone b L O w0 ord ok BoEF 1
T A R T

/668 oW a/o//v,m::éd Gone Gat wobu .

| coneged by bbb fo kit oo fouaty
knowas af "UMA" Ponch
i '?'{ ,V"""JMM pa. 13
o i




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 7cont

S

A H. Ward and  Word" LAm‘ co ka
‘o Yosewmil Valley R.R: lond M '

rigutt -fwm,‘ rc;num_& T

~1907 ;&171/5;445 A. Wb/o/ 7rav7A‘ o wbrd Zan
(o. cerdomn  JordS ond l—uar‘r nyhlk ”
See frons /6,774 /18 73S BZoF '

Deed daled Jant, o7 .
Ref: Los Moripalal Cand Co. Ahx(nd;

G. Ovkoné lle
prior o 1908 | {Y_o;:emik 'ffrnp:n;il : &.J?Conskuch
' Crane Creek diversion amd e riveded -
Stee! ppine Jo opuah hydro
power p&and’ ot  E 'Por-bl

 Ref: Asf..ma dated Aug 10, Gos

+1908 Aareement - MaJCA:‘: lamde mJ werfer
vighi m Bl Pordel oreq : -
C - wWald Lua Q Sells . 4o Tuowas




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 8cont

LUQJQP xROM M Cﬁttk— reqq.rt& '&f |
we at holel ot E| Portel. owmd
b& YcSm:‘( Termma' Oy .

= Thowmat 'Pra-Htev' and '_Autux-«lus H.
- Ward ghall heve vight 4o ute wader
of - Gane  Orank, Opaiatim

e ‘M Powe paa.\-\- be lonqing -

Jo Yomm\( 'Tevmmal co. at Bl

M A1m-4  Ward Land, G.

{ﬂud‘( ‘Pratuer

. S : August N Word

®: : 1. Vosmmmile Tormae! to.

G ; e« Merjota Agnmk vol-T P foe ;"‘k'j"‘
g o B Ollautile . mw-pm t.-d e.

1909 * Riqui, 4fles m'l'-ouk ud ubks dumhl
o Mreownt  of Aug. 00, 1900 Vow\d
by w,m H. Wad ¢ “Thowas Prather
= Hud Rwer. Eles, & .f‘f:ﬁ"’] i

*

'Rcf W’ar-'ou Vof 2 ofhnh N 172

€ Olbnetle, umwa ~
i




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 9cont

n Crane Creek v Se. o .... execpf‘
\p;'\kr P).Ovn Crava Q.ruv. reqq.‘rcd -rof
we ot hotel at E| Pordel owmd
bi YOSM!"( Termmal 0. ;

= Thowat Pratier amd Aatu.sJus H.
Ward ghall hove vight Yo use woder
Of Gane Owek [on Opma
emg.\wﬂ powe plant be lovigin
do Yoit‘\utk 'Tcmmﬂ Co. at &1

Ref: 41n-4 Ward Lawd Go.

wat ‘Prateer
USU‘-L H. Ward
1. Yeemile deh

., Morpota Aqreeweuts vol. T pg. 200
’ . & Oﬂovm(- . Lot Murginas Lond b
1909 Rugik 4'Hes m-hruk i erloks desenbed
" Aﬁn o( Auvg. 1o, 1908 vmwkl
bﬁ A-w’u("' H wad ¢ “Thowmas 'Pru%er
+ Huaul Rwer Elee. Co.

".-. i LR - " ,{Ma‘

'Ref-' qoro'oh "Vol. 26 of Deeds n- 192
S T OHamete, L-Mrpmlutb

Swaidvix -n.m\t a.u i 10 qpaned




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 10cont

Wiy

#FV r\ah* 9£ WOL1 CrM\ Qavon | MJ
rfuvar sk winin  Slamicloul Uodwomal Fored,

?ogi Log Howfo'ms Lad Co. absbuck
Deed of tace. 68,191

et

190 Al lamdy, waln-rghly owd by Moweed Bves
Eleehit Bo. sold do Mereed .P'Via Eleedrit
Power o '
Mc'lu&;ﬁ g - o
- waln vgut do  Crone Greek
- riqut hwopd- wolraerers See 17} 18

‘S:, Vol. 0b Deeds P4 60 morie, 1912
T Vel 37 v pg A1 Muri3gd

I218. Al lamda { waln r‘:gi\k ownd 51 Vead
Rwir Fleedrit Power Co. Soid Jo
Mereed  Rwer Eleedrie Co .

*

?cf' Morlfotn vel. 97 ofbn“ ‘n 8

19 — Sieraqe dumit “donald " & El Porh\‘ Waltr
Actociadrom bﬂ 4] Por-‘-.I Mg Co &f

. , Pcn1 Nonson
1939 = Pipe lirie saom dwu‘uc;n +o $4oragp danky
’ repaed  cwibh 3¢ tleel pipe by
E! Porlal wate, Assovmbren

Ref Clyde Gonn - wieo h
helped lao.‘ 'ig ;




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 11lcont

1947 lﬂhed—x of Nuuuk “River Eleeirit
Co.  Sold 4» Las Martfolai Ln«éfo

986 Diversion f works nb;.l-l. “Lu‘ w,@‘
. A“OCJ‘M !/ $ pes :




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 12cont

DucmpJ-um oF _’MJ_"m.

. Dlwc‘rnoh Work§ - (*ph;{.‘.)‘ . g
: Localtd on Gawe Creek 1a Nw’/é ,F
Nwi/¢ of S te T3S RioE

E'lNeJ_l.O"\ 24280 (Mo‘-‘ "orouck‘!) ‘

WGJM dwaio.l 4 low davﬁ ey

; of conmle, . rubble muci‘ ‘md
Samd bat,! o

Two 4% Pipes as..+ d0o 4’~+ !
CM«\* wadt 4'0 dimbear box - ‘7‘-—6"
3-8 « 2t 7 deeyp .
Al-k.vuh Diversiov - ?““PG“ Moveed '!wo\ (‘Pkolos
Su"lw e - LP‘\OJOS ’ | .
3" Serewed  Steel p;,! abovt 1200 #.
'twg torres water - -!-o :lcraae
domleg | : o
Qoparily : 2] S Oes’ ts 1’ s rot
Qs IS GPM  for c - 100
Sdorage Tanks <, (Puole)
. 4wo 10,000 aal rwdd il Jmts
on  imber \'AQO-\{OfM
£ levaleom an - Leue.-{ J.m u.o-d..)




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 13cont

7'MQM.'.‘”‘ Wallo& ¢ Tsf)rmqn"waluomakl
h\-lpautbrma lor 'Molﬂml wady

M\.wv‘ ,ﬂorage don kg

'Duh\nu-\-wn Qs\,ﬂm‘\ L :
'P.Pu ‘qc" Lq IA'JW-MG'J home,
ewwrt  ~ wo dola qM

Vse ¢ 'Domc\"«t A <
Wokh pid 4o T6 Movia i .
‘Sehool , qoroge, mm-luw\ hall | post qH-&.
Lawn Spruakiing awd W‘
Waet ¢ theols icnt. L‘,' eachh
rwlw{- &vrwu‘ Svmmer .

qmmd-‘:\ ot waessannd




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 14cont

EL PoRTAL
WATER A{SOCIATIONS
S TEM

Divertion Weorkg
Cvane Creek

phole ©87-1-3

Nov. &,1987

Diwersion Work(
Timner 7 tukg Ba

photo ¥ B7-1 -4
Nov. &, 1957




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 15cont

AH!VV\uk In ba ks

P A
A e

Svetkhon Ling Yo
Mereed River

phu“o * g1 - 21\

Nev. 6, 1967




11-07-1957: summary of patents, deeds, grants, and agreements, page 16cont

&

Sopply Lme Lo
Dwertiom. fo - {oraqe
Tank{ -

3" Lim - 81 Pordal S yrlom

pholo ® S7-1-6

Sioragqe Tamws

J-w,000 Gal

nvekd tel domg

prole ¥ 57-1-7

9% w - Foreit fervicsr Hootyy :




11-07-1957: report on water system serving houses in stanislaus national forest

 WATER SYSTEM  SERVING  HOULES  INY
STANISLAVS NATIONAL FORFST '

e




11-07-1957: report on water system serving houses in stanislaus national forest, page 2cont

on Foru‘f‘ ‘: wﬂc Lwd

L - ot knowwy

¥ '
TJ!&QW © 1 S t.-uW\.
Doveriivn - Cione - Guek . game weont(
2n B Purval Wok Aijoutioteon

Supeq Lim = 2wk Sheal e peluung
‘ do 1" Wt s-lomgg domk

- S“I‘; ﬁ'\ Qovmﬂ.&»‘ "9 s
El Porkal  wals Msoe:a-hn\
M wmbe W ke A huc
I :’wbje:ﬁ e .(neeBevu\
Lwe it droned { m"-

\M\t& M ~*'\J‘V\




11-07-1957: report on water system serving houses in stanislaus national forest, page 3cont

Skmﬁ‘e. . '(wole)-

| S - 38oo Gallons ek d gaIVanf3"eJ
: Slq,\ enk. Supporke ) om  temand
‘Slalh amd dimber :,l”“

Disbibobon  Jyptem

UL

.

'Dowwﬂ»\'g, 17X house s
L Ouonltlo\ - ket Kuoww

Sourw 9_{ lw(-o.rma-)wn v
Mr ClﬁJe Gann . El Pordol rq.dcu"'
“Mr. PN{ Munion, Pres., €] Rordal Walr Ayol.

Me . Newbat . El borkal rendut
, o LM mmu;




11-07-1957: report on water system serving houses in stanislaus national forest, page cont

Storoge Tank
Cude Gany

prle  *57-1-8 Ley &, 1957




11-07-1957: report on brantcy water system

R

BRAUTLY WATER Y0 TE]




11-07-1957: report on brantcy water system, page 2cont

"ERANTLY  WATER IYITEM

VL“a"v\A Ownership = El Pordal Mirnng Co.

Svﬁ“&w\ Qme\sh:,&
edter B Pordut Mw‘uol\ Co or Bronﬂ»\

L_\_’é{orﬂ ~ Scoe El Pordal  Woakna Auomo‘um \t\aw

abouf 14}08 guY;M M.\&\.«LLLA bta [Yosw;k
Termumal - Co. ?-1 mdu&»l\ dveriiom ;
Workl 10 8°7¢ @ wiveld Slal Sup”a’

hak ,  Slerage  Jewkg

E! Porlal M.'nm'.‘ 8o . acquired lgw{

Hv\‘Jvmh’é rom i viver yged o

Soppy Bl Porde)  when Crome sk

ram ANA » . -
i ~ Ray Munson




11-07-1957: report on brantcy water system, page 3cont

“ Well ..A“E\ ot i!;! f M
Qe dard U dom  '— 'pump.m‘
: \wipa Uilormabor gl tled '

f‘,‘g- S6 Flaods. was ke d Wou+ Pm* af‘ -
il road wan wel '
lq:7 ‘”‘l‘hﬁ-& Fiveéy *M"iul; wonrk§

wilwtlid on  viprop bank
D{ rver - Sucdeon e Liom
purnp am  orgimel well lad
vader  vead ¢ down indined
cwqde Comdu +




11/07/1957: Report on Brantcy Water System, page 4cont

'Dus.canwn cf s%‘kw\

'-Dw‘m:cm onrt( - Puole .
i = Soura.- Mereed WRivey 0
"ﬂk\kﬁ 26"? Counk p r\Q -—-...-“

et et I”‘j laid at 48° on
bank of’ Mereed Rwu

© omd ¢u~3m.8m1 hclow :

- “Mvenr bcé i mm“

Svehon ling from 7“”‘3’7

lad weide conak rc'q !

with Soet valve ol h“g.,,

Timp - Tetaled i engmal wek:
o fuosh of :4“)“4 e

.HP PDH

"ﬁeaw R | ﬂu‘powbrmalw
. - ‘ [um* v well wdy \"”"”3

Aldervale SOufle‘ -~ e
Craue Gmk  through wmtcclfo“\ L,
o El Porde! UQGJA Asocadwon |




11-07-1957: report on brantcy water system, page 5cont

Sopp Lie  — e doka

S Era% 9. -(pv\o-\ots
Twe weoeod Shave denkf amn e
+iwber Jdower . &w_'\- weuur(J : ;

.DlS‘l\«(bU’LW Qﬂhw
: ve dode Jakem "'_

(_)_s_g___ Domuiti - Kbk

| Clandord Stadien

MO"'C' i um."l

Hote) s
Qlore b

Quam\w‘ U_ﬁ_d_é. = Wo . da-l-q




11-07-1957: report on brantcy water system, page 6cont

; . Mevced Riwvewr
Ray Munson § Les

Intake

Moe

Nov. &, 1987

phole * 57-1-10

IR TN ¥ AT o RTINS T an SRR A

A——

e o

o

AT g way gt aa

AT




11-07-1957: report on brantcy water system, page 7cont




11-07-1957: report on national lead company water system

E  Mhrinas  ceso Cormesny
: WA 7FL SYST7EAT




11-07-1957: report on national lead company water system, page 2cont

L9

Sy

L}jém

/ﬁ/.:' ;é r :{

75

- AL

7 A -

ey "v’;/‘»:/,;ﬁa»,y . %//7 ~J’/:'/"_"/1"f

]

v sl 7 .r/_//'{,(.;) T Vv d p&/ﬂ/f&/ /%ﬂ/f// @

e d < -—; */‘&I/ﬂ/ /.:fuc/& - A(a/(
Exprred. SER A/Z)A&Hﬂ/ Leud 6.

Hild [ P16 rs? M'// ”f“’s/”"‘7 oA é‘/. /9.(7

O] /:z/; . A Awa/ A:foo/ lo.
& Lond teered o Lo Lewad lood

kef © Ay fauu? e

Two wells Juj rnear ferced Flver
one went c/r7 - ovhes /ta/ Soo

muech fr’aﬁ fo c/rmk ,2;/1 !‘puaj e

/9 . &//fr/-/m Seory Mered Rver

conibweled .  Woeof /Z/me
wazyln'ﬁ wodn fo Prmp houiy

/983 Tﬁ/r/ well a@j - presently in wia

- /957 5 5% B Kivor M/M/ Fume wasbod oof

Nol ronlnrsd




11-07-1957: report on national lead company water system, page 3cont

Drxorp hen of Jydbom

Dwertien  Wertlt - phole
e 8 C’qfed well  near Merwds l?wet‘
Dug well cbovt %4% da, /ofn}‘o‘e’
C'DJCJ w:“ ._.Jﬂ dia. conirede ’:/).0

et $qpdo AE Meyers § Rres
Sx 5 psben pemp  drmen
by & HP eleetric  moter

Rwer Dmvrrbn Lylten  pof w wre
& pavatlel . 3yron Vockion
omlnﬁyo/ Pemps’, each ety
rakd cqpoeily of S50 GoM, %
ol drwem by 20 KD elfeetne .
mbr,‘ " Suchen , " oullet .

\

fp_ﬁi I/n(
' ﬁm qu// -~ ﬂ" J’AL/ i
_ om < Five Paommn - far‘.m.a

-




11-07-1957: report on national lead company water system, page 4cont

“

Skra e wWeod Save c/oa'vk:'

- doweif Test | s0,000 Golhon ¢ vied
| v | 'Arf mifl Cipphy - wod
% o ‘ U‘l‘ of M

Midlfe Tonk.  Fooe Gollons m
e | - we Jor domeitie Lupply
L elevfboblem 19217 (bevomeds)
- Je',u:pﬁ.( mk‘ ehetrie float) twokdy

. ‘75; ‘ﬂmk /o,ooo G\p/bou -uu/,
1y ﬁr f:#p ﬁ"“‘"“‘" G
, | bokem ehevadiow /957 (‘"“‘0

Q_L/’I‘m‘"ﬂ fﬂﬂﬂ
Dmo.rlu 8% Je f‘ M/aw

L’q‘b lu, river tro/wn;

.ﬂle r'4 Aw/nv ov\:




11-07-1957: report on national lead company water system, page 5cont




11-07-1957:

report on national lead company water system, page 6cont

Kov 6

well

’ :. pho‘o

ﬂo%on-al Lewd 5.
Dewbpmcn+

photo * 57-1-28
Nov. 1. 1957

-n vie Nov. 1987

57-1-13

1957




11-07-1957: report on national lead company water system, page 7cont




11-07-1957: report on national lead company water system, page 8cont

i i

UJO‘?(’ Line v

Tk ‘cu;i{.c_e ¢ Ve




11-07-1957: report on abbeville water systems




11-07-1957: report on abbeville water systems, page 2cont

Abk« wille

idsgpr 5'«117?(‘..’64/0. £/ /09/49/ x‘//azy &,
P7f/&m 5‘u'z;frf,‘?o.--_ 494,,4,,,4 6"”4"""045/7)

///J;érj : s :
“ /330 W /P,yb/ /)'/(/ wo it /%r}apjo o
i : Ay /%IIPIIF/ ’F' /VafftIO” 4 ‘/‘/'/ /J J‘

/EE3 Hennesiey  rowch i LA ,Q.. Abovere! hm
Chow » ‘7 S Land -rutwj
E./ Plaf  of r3L P2o &

19/ 4 "Wennery 7 Gorden * Lhown éj
‘ Cowell ¥ B de sen ﬁr/b‘p -f £/
Foro/ M/miy &w,au/

P A Garden ,£' Frad tuws colfwoled _

/9 - Wl}; wll{ o’u? ; f/ Awpr eree_k/

19 - Eart well e’u / Jowa) e drd

/955 Pompg. aows ruver n-y'a’ Last wof weoy “'Il
1957 Preswre  Suqphm anslailed 4 efeve bl




11-07-1957: report on abbeville water systems, page 3cont

D/Jn/:z;»' 7[ Jﬁj;‘ﬂﬂs

East Wel/  {pnele)
Sowree el dia . L depkh :
Pomp = Bemsher 210 F diven by
| T WP Electrit’ Mfoter
Shrage = Sooo 9o Show woeod
Ao on Sfimdey Aower
, a/frie //7 ovey wel/
Drh‘r luM S.“Lm

Use - Domct/le - Ewe /P/:J'ur_w
ol plmbed - tome loww .f/fmk/lc’

fm,,-m ./ /nﬁrm-l‘m :
Mt .Qvl,a//m7 - residew? Y

wodu wier

Wesb_wietl  (phole)

Sovrw i well - dog 61 Connie f;?"9’

Pvmp Fobonts- Morse Adodel C.?Sfilklrw

h HP.

Skrage :  Pressure Tonk of welf
oo 70/: vapd}bvr Jarn
on Amber Sower o longeq
VL 74

DIIA‘A’AOH f,{/‘ﬂ"

UJ? - Dm//l 3 Housel - fiutly Mk/

o

Souean-afbis fmpding” ﬁfﬂ Sl And - ﬂﬁﬁ'

res)




11-07-1957: report on abbeville water systems, page 4cont

Eai+ Tank

Pko’o ‘ST'!‘ 1]

%»« \;, S : My

e 4 ‘;v,“;h‘ R

= West Tonk
P : Les Moe
b . % proto #87-1-12
4
g
4




11-07-1957: yose valley national railroad

T




11-07-1957: yose valley national railroad, page 2cont

b

YOSEMITE  VALLEY TRR Mol CREEK
. WATER SYSTEM

Lcmd Owumvlwp : ?-)wulaur UoJﬂ-ov'al Forod'

Svy&w OquM. g prequmably . revaled Yo ?\h'{FOf
| ,, witA o;lmdmwd-flk i

H\i-\ori:
I?-__- duvciubh,_ppeuh ﬁ‘ J“?L ' cohatted :
’943 Lﬂbwl) "‘ TWV\E .d‘ ’l,ll’uq J““Oﬂ‘\(é

D\VCYSDW\ : Moss G\nﬂk OLN“' &oc fn*-

-p\»w\ Merw d 'qu s

Rock § Morlar. Dawm 2 o &' blq‘l

20 lokl wul-Ht 4o"u| wiph

YRS Mmter - {iHed wl-H‘
4" -dwertion Ppe and

 about & 4% sluice opeumT
" Conred ‘\51 q {hie qo')-ﬂ.

e\w«i«u PP \105 (L.....a)

’




11-07-1957: yose valley national railroad, page 3cont

+ removed lower  piert wxt
o o RR o Mots Ouwek ?ricl;(
. g . clev. RR. Subgrade - BM ukﬂ“( ‘ﬁ')o 'H
vse Lo o vawc, wqﬂa
'SMWQ, o l\\Ft\Ml"m _

o g wsva! tuq-d-«-n




11-07-1957: yose valley national railroad, page 4cont

“Moss G
Dwersion Daim 5
Leyv Moe A

phole ® 57-| -26
Nov. 17, 1987 '

Prerc o
Tank Tower

photo ® §7-1-27




11-07-1957: yose valley national railroad, page 5cont




11-07-1957: report on tungsten mill system




11-07-1957: report on tungsten mill system, page 2cont

et ks Ly

7; .I) ?_[’ A‘ A

Cain S 5;«,;92;*;/-,/’,7 - Ry i e o ALY .’/»4’

’

{
D
b
s
™
)

//'.f‘éz‘:./“ . :
vivAh /PS5 L e AN constrec bd '
/?57 ' . ﬂo)[ ’9 coero A"yy
ZJIJC‘r?o—’Lon' :9/ fy/»én" ‘
Jovire & /i/?/((‘/ Frcer Domp & < (‘Pho“e)
- é A/]A'//(‘ f/é’bﬁf
‘,2/7;/7 Z,//l( : l/ow)f YNV //l}

Sbrege: ’ 2 - caco golfen gofonil
‘ J‘A{/ é/k (Pko;bs

Dishadodion Sesthom . 27 gy At

Lge | /Lf///n; . o
,z..,/ii mi/! J |

?Homt,ﬁ,/ U-@d Ho)( kéowq




11-07-1957: report on tungsten mill system, page 3cont




11-07-1957: report on indian water system




11-07-1957: report on indian water system, page 2cont

| s

don - Wokr  { WAM |
Nele .Sgy‘&wv wow Qcmpie“v\ vewoved

Y

SDvriu i _ (rane  (reek abovi So (et .
7 dowmiluam  fom B Perdal
ek bk dumien
‘PW cf Use Werd bank o'g Gaoue Cunk
abevt Boo fet"’ ‘Q’W mou A
S Uhé 53\ about & tmdon  fawiliey
'lm‘/m‘ m dml4 and Lheck(

thlw:& . Gem Reale got deone § buraed
- down all e houwis abovt (945 -46.
Area wod cecuped s - P
fow” woasdad ovd by J:lood.f ﬁ
vewmoved

Dts@npi'tw { Q%Jm
Dwm&nw Wovrk{ = Swmall eomre-\f

loms belivren rock( v
Gove Utk . 34 pie et
, I eonel wall |

+ Svpely. boine - G2 sl
e barkows -lwuhé ¢ fpw m




11-07-1957: report on indian water system, page 3cont

' Skrnﬁ 5

5 Dgpte of Wformmodeeniz

 fer Bo et

, El Porp! rendwd

oo PRI, v 2




11/07/1957: Report on Indian Water System, page 4cont




11/07/1957: Report on Indian Water System, page 5cont




11/07/1957: Report on Indian Water System, page 6cont

. : _ , Tgdemm
B. Prvale TResidonets . ‘ '
/»cmd vwnevsk.p t wdvidual bw gﬂ‘,ﬂl
Sovre ¢ Mererd ‘Q\m

i §.

4 f

Sysdems : Each home owner 'M&W
oM Fwin wlake " oot Pumps amd

P p€lme

ULe
Four residowesd
Two wore ander consfucdion

Sourm of: -QMM ’h
Mr. Geme QHonello . skarekoMder, lasNonpccs!o-dio
Abshaet ‘wmade for LoaMon'ospt bovd &




10/29/1957: Memorandum to Regional Director, Region Four from Chief of Lands regarding Water Right for El Portal Developmen

IN REPLY REFER TO:

L5k-L

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

RECEIVED
WPS REGION FoUR oFicE

0CT 291957 |  NW-1%57
[TATE
Memorandum 3 'A&ﬁ"'.—l‘“—
n —
Tos Regional Director, Region Four 1
From: Chief of Lands L 'C/ \é\

Subject: Water Right for EL Portal Development, Yosemite

Attached for your information and consideration is a %py
of Mr. Dunn's memorandum of October 27 to me coneerning proposed
studies of the water right problems at the El Portal Area of Yosemite.
Mr. Dunn has suggested several ways in which the proposed study can
be simplified if developments are to be on patented land. He also
points out that most appropriative county filings would probably be
in connection with patents under the Desert Land Act although we
have found a few cases in which others have elected to/ base their
water claims on county filings rather than their riparian rights.

......

Attachment

s

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite, with attachment s o
Chief, WODC, with attachment g A, ]ﬂ— 77
it

-a/w’*m o[
No&"’“k o
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-

IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES L54-L
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

October 2%, 1957

Memorandum
To: ‘Chieficof lands 7, - - I
From: Chief, Water Resources Section

Subject: Water Right for El Portal Development, Yosemite

The memorandum of October 17, to Chief, WODC, from the
Superintendent indicates that he has determined from the State
Water Rights Board that there are no appropriative rights in the
subject area which might have been recorded with the State Engineer
and Water Rights Board since the present water code was adopted by
the act of 1913. He points out that the county records should be
searched, and suggests that the work should be done by Regional
Hydraulic Engineer Spaulding. He suggests that the work will be
discussed here in mid-November.

The proposed discussion will be highly desirable before
any work starts. The original question of water rights was raised
by me, on the assumption that the Park addition and development
would be on publie domain or part of the unpetented Forest Service
land. It now appears that the United States will acquire considerable
patented land. The following discussion may suggest same peints
which should be considered before Mr. Preston comes to Washington.

The work is one of the functions which Mr. Spaulding should
take over from me. During the present transition period, he should
consider such work as under general guidance from the Water Resources
Section, and should be sure to send copies of all findings to this
office, in duplicate.

This is an example of a project where the Park Engineer
might do the same work through the Regional Hydraulic Engineer,
under the same direction from here, with less travel and per diem
expense. Mr. Spaulding should keep such expenses to & minimum.

Since there are no appropriative water rights on record
with the State Water Rights Board, the present land owners may be
using water under two types of rights. Mr. Preston has suggested
that some appropriative rights may be on record in the county. County
filings are most probable on the land which was patented under
the Desert Land Act of 1877. We should ultimately obtain photostat
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negatives of all such county filings from 1878 to 191k for claims to
diversions or use on the lands in the subject area. Photostat
positives should then be made for alien water rights, of whieh some
will become dockets as the area of use im acquired by the United
States for the Park, WODC, your office and here.

Some of these records may be available from the vendors,
I or may become parts of abstracts when the land is acquired. Before
any land aequisitions are started, whether through the eoneessioner
or otherwise, option forms should provide for all possible definition
and assigmment of water rights at the expense of the vendors.

All of the land owners also have riparian rights to the use
of surface water flowing over, or along the side of their patented
land, or in well defined underground chennels (usually artesian), and
correlative rights to the use of wunderground perecolating water. The
only record and definition of those rights to date will be description
and capaeity of existing water systems, and the population using water
for domestic purposes, the acreage irrigated and types of crops, the
number of head of stock, and such data.

The riparian and correletive rights are not limited to
quantities of past use, but the past water demand based on umit
quantities prescribed in the Rules, Regulations and Information for
the Appropriation of Water, which is issued by the Water Rights Board,
should be determined before the present owners abandon their past
use. The same information should be obtained for the past five years
in connection with any rights based on county filings, because the
claims under county filings are usually excessive and valid rights
are based on beneficial use in any case. This Service may be able
to develop and use the water under riparian rights but potential
controversies may be prevented if it is shown that KPS consumptive
use is within the totel of previous consumptive use.

From the preceding discussion, one of the first problems
is to obtain records of the quantity of water beneficially used by
the private land owners for various purposes, while the use is
being made. Equally important, the options and deeds to the land
should define appurtenant rights which the vendors elaim, with
specific reference to appropriative claims filed in the ecounty.

It may simplify further work if the patents, homestead serial
numbers, and Congressional authorization for homesteading or other
form of entry are determined to see if any land patents were based
on evidence of water rights required by Desert Land Act. From this
information the original claiment and the case history of the patent
can be obtained from BIM archives. Most of the land status and
related appurtenant appropriative rights ecan be obtained either in
the California or Washington offices of BLM. As much as possible
should be done at field level unless the travel and per diem costs
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become large. Because of the limited Washington Offiece personnel,
it is essential that Mr. Spaulding or the Park Engineer inventory
and describe water systems except when the vendors can do so.

The general study should be charged to the Investigation
Account 0140 (143.2), vhich is limited. We are holding more than
$12,000 for additional groundwater exploration at Death Valley, and
between $100 and $200 can probably be allotted for the limited
immediate El Portal study which seems necessary, without seriously
redueing the adequacy of the funds for the exploration, or from
residual after the 1958 exploration needs are determined. Much of
the assembly of records can be treated as part of the "appraisal”
and acquisition of the land and water rights, and finaneed from .
either the Land Acquisition funds or the Water Right Acquisition
funds under Account 347. The final work to convert rights to NPS
use should be financed largely from PS&S funds with supplements
from Account 3h47.

-
g/
( Vel 22 AL
A. van V. Dunn
Chief, Water Resources Section

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Chief, WODC (23
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—— . \ =
i . SR D> ~ . i e INR IRMVED
=) UNITED STATES - _ Lok Nes.usion rove orrie
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR £t 5 b | 4 ;s’ms_8,57
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE T Poafels

August 7, 1957 TSURRET IR
RD. I

Memorandum T T
To: Regional Director, Region Four e
- |/ ]

From: Superintendent, Yosemite

Vv
Subject: MISSION 66 Development Plan and Related Water Righ‘ts/ 3‘, N
. il

Your memorandum of July 24 which referred to Mr. Dunn's
memorandum of July 3 pointed out the need for more data regarding
water rights for the proposed development at EL Portal. We suggest
you refer to the James A. Hopper appraisal of June 1957 on the
El Portal Mining Co. properties which gives the status of the
water right situation in respect to these lands.

The information requested in your memorandum is as
follows:

1. Probable water requirements.

a. Estimated resident population
including hotel and auto court guests.

2,500 @ 150 gpd 375,000 gpd

b. Irrigation, 50 acres @

18.5 gpd/100 sq. ft. 403,000 gpd

c. Utility area and shops 50,000 gpd

d. Incinerator, can washing, etc. 10,000 gpd

e. Stores, gas stations and other

commercial developments 100,000 gpd

f. Losses and waste 12,000 gpd
Maximum daily demand 950,000 gpd
Peak hourly. demand 1,200 gpm

The above listing of water requirements is strictly an
estimate based on probable use in the El Portal area. No allowance
has been made for fire use which is essentially a storage problem.
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2. Current sources of water use in area.

The El Portal residents and commercisl developments obtain
water from Crane Creek until this source becomes limited in late
summer. Then water is pumped from the Merced River to supplement
the Crane Creek source. No records are available on water use in
the area.

Except for a filing on Crane Creek by the Stanislaus
National Forest for a Forest Service residential site, there are
no water right permits or applications for this diversion of water.
Refer to the James A. Hopper appraisal for details.

We have been advised by the California Division of Water
Resources that Mr. James W. Johnson has filed an application for
the appropriation of water from Crane Creek for 200 gallons per
day to be diverted from March 1 to December 1 of each year in the
Foresta area. This application was protested by Elizabeth and
Horace Meyer who claimed riparian rights for the diversion of
water from Crane Creek in the Big Meadows and McCauley Ranch areas.

3. Anticipated sources of water.

It is anticipated that sources of water for the El Portal
development will be from Crane Creek and Moss Creek, both of which
are on U. S. Forest Service land; so there should not be any
difficulty in obtaining easements for the transmission of the
water from the point of diversion to the point of use. It may

“also be necessary to make a diversion from the Merced River to
supplement the flow from Crane Creek and Moss Creek during periods
of low water.

il
hn C. Preston
Superintendent
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Jaly b, 1957
‘ Mesorandum
; To: Superintendent, Yosewite
| Prom: Begional Director, Region Four i
Subject: wﬁmmumuy%

This will yefer to Nr. Dumn's memorsndum to this office
of July 3, & copy of which wves forwerded to you.

b 2 thet Nr. Duns bas raised s point that might
cause serious in the yroposed development st El Portal.
Before say decision as to the sericusness of waber rights et this
loeation cas be determined more deta are necessary. Informatien
reguired includes the following:

1. Probabie water regquirements, both as to sversge
flow end demand flow

2. Curvent sources of sater used in aves

Ad0J 3114




07-03-1957: memorandum to regional director from chief, water resources section regarding mission 66 development plan and rel

IN REPLY REFER TO:!

UNITED STATES LSh-L .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR [ REog
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE i PS Roginy Fm,r‘-;,E ? !

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. R OFFIE

July 3, 1957 JUL-8%57
Memorandum -
15U T

) |
.‘h\—‘

To: Regional Director, Region Four IassT g ——1
From: Chief, Water Resources Section ’
Subject: MISSION 66 Development Plan and Related Water

The press release of July 7, concerning proposed expans
at El Portal and limitation of development in Yosemite Valley, out- Nw‘é
lines & plan which may result in expensive water right problems. The ™=
potential problem has already developed in connection with Sequoia- C%
Xings Canyon, where Application 16184 of December 20, 1954, for the eﬁq g

tion of vater at the Big Stump Entrance of Kings Canyon has Pty
been protested by lower riparian water users.

The Yosemite Valley and Mariposa Areas were granted to the
State in 186k, The Desert Land Act was passed by Congress in 1877.
Appropriative water claims first had to be recorded in the Cownty in
1878 but riparian rights were also recognized. The Park was established
in 1890, exclusive of the Valley and Mariposa Areas. The State
receded those Areas in 1906. The present California appropriative
water law, requiring the filing of applications with the State Engineer,
was passed in 1913 and became effective on December 19, 191k, The
State has not yet abrogated the parallel riparian doctrine, but its
State Engineer and Water Rights Board have continuously claimed that
the United States abrogated the riparian doctrine in Desert Land States,
at least by the Act of 1877 if not by an Act of 1866.

Riparian rights accrue to patented land without regard to
the date of first water use. Appropriative rights can be established
by sdjudication, based on the date of first development and use, or
the date of posting and county recording, for some increases in use
thereafter, if initiated prior to December 19, 1914k, The priority of
rights initiated since December 19, 1914, is fixed by the date the
application is, or has been filed with the State Engineer or Water

Rights Board.

Until about two years ago we were instructed not £o file
water right applications except in the special cases of the Raynor
Creek and Bishop Creek diversioms, The Solicitor's Office has now
recommended that we at least prepare our claims for legal determina-
tion of the best water right procedure.




07-03-1957: memorandum to regional director from chief, water resources section regarding mission 66 development plan and rel

e

As I have previously suggested without legal concurrence,
the State may recognize some riparian rights to water which is diverted
and used within the areas granted to the State in 1864. The State or
Federal courts may also recognize some, or all rights based on
initial development and use prior to December 19, 1914, We have re-
quested early compilation of records of progressive water use in the
Yosemite Valley Grant area for preparation of claims which can be
submitted to the Regional Solicitor as typical cases for determination
of water right procedure for the four California parks.

The proposed development at El Portal is an entirely different
matter. If entirely on patented land which would have to be acquired,
part of the water development and use might be under riparian rights.
However, & large part would have to be under appropriative rights.

The land might be acquired with some appurtenant appropriative rights
which could be amended to cover Park uses both in the additional
Park area, and further upstream in the Park. However, it might be
necessary to acquire some new appropriative rights, and attempts to
acquire them by new applications would probably result in protests
such as that of Application 16184 at Kings Canyon. The alternative
of purchasing and amending established downstream appropriative
rights would doubtless be very expensive. In fact, the cost of land
with appurtenant rights at El Portal may be higher than purchases
heretofore made in the Park.

It is recommended that these factors be fully explored
and considered in connection with proposed developments outside the
present Park. They should also be considered to only a slightly
lesser degree in connection with new developments in the Park.

O, P

A. van V. Dunn
Chief, Water Resources Section

Copy to: Superintendent, Yosemite
Superintendent, Sequoia-Kings Canyon
Superintendent, Lassen
Field Solicitor McClellan (2)
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09-02-1958: map of boundry and land status of proposed el portal administrative site np-yos 2405
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