
PART I 

ROCK PICTURES ON BLUFFS, CAVE WALLS AND BOULDERS 

DATA BY SITES 

A study of the picture-writing .in a given area ncue"sari ly hegins w ilh the individual 
site;:;. A grouping of the sitc~ by COlin ties and nn adherence to the gengraphi(~al 
arrangement of the latter will be followed. 

This see Lion will deal with the bluff, eave ~md boulder pkLures at the various loca­
tions. Site numbers have been assigned, beginning with the ex.Lreme western part 
of the State and proceeding cast and north. A few of the later numbers do not follow 
this arrangement, clue to data for certain widely separated sites having been obtained 
after the manuseripl was partly completed. The sites are referred to by numbers and 
not bv names. Their geographieal location!> may be ascertained from the accompany­
ing maps. 

EL r ASO COUNTY 

SITE No.1 

This pictograph site is in the mountainous region in the northeast part 0 f the 
county. The paintings are on the walls and ceilings of small shelters formed by 
slightly overhanging boulders. These are of syenite, a graniLoid rock. 

The pictures ate in red, black and white. The elements include the doud and rain 
symhol, ladder, cmlllecled circles, zigzags, scrolls and a few conventionalized human 
figure... The paintings are comparatively small, the dimensions ranging from eight 
inches high and three inches wide to 28~/2X21 inches. A number of them have he en 
ruined hy weathering, due to their location in spots not well protected from the 
periodical rains. 

Evidence of habitation is to be found in the immediate viciniLy of the pietographs. 
Round mortar holes are present in the rock floor of one of the small shelter's. 

FIG, 1. A LARGE BOULDER WITH A pROTECrED NOOK TIIAT SHELTERS A 
FEW PICTOGRAPI IS 

Site No.1, El Pas.." County, TexaB, 

FIG. 2. A PICTOGRAPH OUTLINED IN RED WITH BLACK INT.ERIOR 

Sil.n No.2; El Pa~'J County, Texa". 

j)imcnsion$, 2f1%x21inche~. 
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CLASSIFlCA TION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE. NO. ] 

llaman R«PTlJS(i,/Jation8.­
Phallie """"""""""""" 
HUfluing flgUl'f~ 
Upraised arms 
On().h·gged """" " """"" """""""""""""""""""" 

IllIm.(N!. Workmanship: 
ProjeeLiio point 

Lower j,ift:: 
Plumed serpent 
'I\lfk (jy I ruck (?) 

G(:ometric and Symbo/i:c: 
Re:eLangl" 
I.oz(·~'nge-
COlllweted circles or maze" 
Zigzag lilli's 
Scrol1~ lIlId IIH:un,h:f'K """ 
Series of dot~ 
Ladder"likt: df:mcnt 
Rug.lib, d(!~lgn 

Cloud and ruin symbols 
Problematical""""" 

T'Mal 

1 
1 
2 
1 

1 
] 
I 
7 
:3 

.... _--_.,,, .... __ . 1 
I 
1 
4 
:1 

... "."" .. " ... ' .. '. 

COLORS EMPLOYED 

Color 
Red "" 
RHd and hlack..." ... " 
White 

Totul 

Numher 

28 

'" J 

31 

SITE No.2 

NllrniJe't 

5 

1 

2 

2., 
:n 

1'(:1' Cent 
90 

7 
3 

100 

Per Cent. 

16 

3 

7 

74, 

100 

Thi8 ,i!; one of lhe bf.'~l known. pictograph sHe" in Texa:<, Located at a famed watering 
pla(;~,in a desert region where water is scarce, it has heen a favored campsite from 

early prehistoric: timcg. Huge overhanging boulders, located adjaeent to natural 
reservoirs or "tanks," furnished shelter to wandering lribe~ who came there for water. 

The place has long been famous for its "sweet" water re~ervoir:; in II land of saIt 
and gyp~um. The water .in most of the so·ealled "tanks" is supplied hy occasional 
heavy rains. Sometimes in periods of prolonged drouths the water is exhausted in 
e(:l"tain of the po()l~. One, howev!":!", is ;;aid 1I~'vPr to go dry. Bartlett de~crihed it w; 

follows: 

" .. N .. 'ar thi~ ov",rI"lngillg rn(:k i~ I.he largest and finest: tank or pool of water 
10 be found about here .. It is only reached by dU'[Ih"rillg; 011 tire hands all(l kn"e~ 15 
or 20 feet lip a steep cock. Over il project" a gigUlll.ir: houlder, whieh, I'(:sting 011 or 
wndgnd hctween olher rock", leave" a 8puce of uh"ut f01l1' f"<'it ~,).)()vC I.hn ~lIrfaee of the 

water. On tire lIIulcr Hide of lili. Iwulder are fantastic de;;jl!n~ in red pain!:, whi"h 
could on'ly h,lYe !>(.i<jll ilIade by perSOllii lying; on their hacks in I"i~ 1:(101, "h"lt.,red 
~pol." 

A number of deep mortar holt'l'>.in lhe hard rock show long Use, Potsherds and 

flint artifaets are found 011 the Oil! rface. 
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FIG. 3. PICTOGIL;\PHS AT SITE 1'\0. 1, EL PASO COCNTY 

Numbers 1, 2, red, 9>:3 inche~, 8x3~2 inehes; 3, alternate red and hlack, lQ,,4 inches; 4, white, 22x14 inches; .5-lO, red, dimensions 
52x53 inches. 

FIG. 4. ADDITIONAL PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO.1, EL PASO COC'.\TY 

Group 1, dimen"ions O;'{,[ all, 42x2'1 inehe>'; 2, 19x4 inches. Red paint. 
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Thus it is not surprising that the walls and low roofs of the numerous small shelters, 
scattered over an area of some 500 acres, m:e decorated with many pictographs. The 
paintings are on syenite, a granitoid rock of about the sUllie durability as granite; 
This faet has favored the preservation of the paintillgs. But the blowing sand has 
done some damage; aod far greater desl.rw:tioll has heen wrought by mutilations of 
visitor:;; during the past 90 years. The place first came into prominence at the 
lime of the California gold J'IIsh in 1B4,9. J)(~"lnH:lion hUH heen going on sint:e that 
Lime. MOl':i1 of the paintiugs within half u mile of the road and pien.ie ground;,; arc 
badly damaged. As OliO goes farther from tho road, the vnnduli8n1 diminishes. 

There have been several brid reports Oil this 1;ite.Pope"mentioned Marcy's aet:olml 
of it in 11-149, and Bartleu" wrote or it ill ] BS'L Mallery,7 .in his volurnino\ll'l report 
of 1839, devoted one page to it. A few popular newspaper aet:ounts of the site have 
appeared from tirne to tinl!\ But the most complete report if;; that of Colonel 
Crimmins.8 

Siuc(' the V.!hH~ of ally archaeological report, particularly one of this type, is 
Imhaneed hy Il\Jtrwr(JlI" illu~trationH, it seems de!;irahle to present a greater numher 
of the pietographs from this site than has yet been published elsewhere. 

:;Pope, Jolin, Heport of Exploralion of ,I Route for the Pacific Railroad from the Red River 
to the Rio Gnmde, :ntl Congre"", 2\1 Su",iol\, HOllse Executive D,)(;lIrncnt No. 91, Ww;IIingtoll, 
1855, pp. 53-54.; in which referenee il' nlade 10 Randolph Marcy's Repol'i Oil Pr()po~ed. Honte 

from EI PaRo 1.0 Fort Smith, Arkan~a'. 
"Barth,tL, .1. It., Personal Nurralives of Exploration,.; und Incidents in 'l'exas, New Mexico, Cali­

fornia, Sonora and Chihuahua; lIniled Stale;;·l\kxic(l)l Boundary Conuni,,;;ion, 1850,]8.5.\ New 

York, IflS1" Vol. II, pp. 1.70--1 n. 
7Mallcry, Garrick, Pletlll'n-Writing o[ the American Indians, Tenth Annllul Report, Bureau of 

Alllcrkllll Ethnology, lBIlH-1HH9, Wu~hington, 1893, p. 116. 
~Cl'iHlmin;;,M. t., 'rhe Plc:tographs at the HtHlt;o T'lnb, Texas Archaeological and Pahwnto· 

logical Society, Vol. 3, Ahilene. S"]Jlelfll",r, ]lhll, IIp. 24'-:'10. 

PLATE I 

SCENES AT SITE NO.2, EL I'ASO COlJNTY 

1. Olle of the waleI' hIde;; or "Ianb." IIlt-.oks lik,~ a water hole in a ~11"~llm hed, but there jg 

no btrcllm. 

2. Mortar hole~ adja(-"'/ll to II,,: pii:logmph". 

PLA'l"E. II 

A CONVENTIONALIZED HUMAN FICIJRE WEAHING A HEADDIU~SS 
S.ITI'; NO.2 

KlIowlI locully [I" a vin"'l(urooll, "'- whip. ":orpion. H"'igln. :1.3,1/1 .ind .. ,s; maximum width, 17% 

inches. White paint. 

PLATl~. III 

ACTION PICTURES .IN WHtTt'; PAINT 
SITE NO.2 

1. DUlIei ng figlJre·~, Jl'''8ihly symbolizing the, rabbit dance. 
2. Dancers, a man on horse"~ iilltl thmo right handprint,. 

PLA'I"g IV 

OTHER PICTOGRAPHS, IN WHITE AT' SITE NO.2, 

1. A headless figure, prohahly II woman, with ~nake:-like object btln(!~lth the han(!. 
2. A phallic representation. Nola the four.lingered hand. 
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FIG. 6. PAINTINGS OF MASKED IIUMAN IIEADS 
SITE NO.2, EL PASO COlINTY 

No~. 1,2, and 3 entirely in hlack; 4, 1\11 bht(~k except lower horizontal band (ahove mouth) in 
red, Dimensions: 1, 9x7 inch","; 2, llx5 ~~ illehe~; :l, 6x6 inche"; 1(" 2()\~d2 inGll\!A; 5, 6x4, incl1t'~. 

FIG,7. ITNlJSUAL VIC.TOGHAPHS AT SITE, NO.2: 

Repres!)'lllat.illn.~ of masked human h(!'atl~.. R('d IHlint. Dimell~ions: 1, 9'%x7 ilJ(:lm~; 2, 22%xll 
inchc~. 

FIG. 8. MASKED AND CONVENTIONALIZED HOMAN HEA.DS 
SITE NO.2 

1.. OUler dark portion, bII.I(,k; inn'jl' ~Iip"l,~d 1>1.Il'l, red; ] 1ixn!Jil1(,he~·. 

2, Background painted wltiu,,; dark part, black; stippled. port ion. represents red; 7x9' inches. 

FIG. (). CONVENTIONAL.!;:I<:!} HllMAN REPRESENTATIONS 
SITE NO.2 

Colors: 1, yellow; 2, :~" whill': 4,. red; 5, black. 

Heights: 1, I) illche~ j 2, ] B ;m:hos; :.1, 2,t inehes; 1" 6 inches; 5, 16 inehe~. 

No.5 HOllwtimcs iR elasilified as lin an.imal pdt. 

(Croupings by the author in Figs. 6 and 9) 
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FIG. 5. REPRESENTATION OF A MASKED UllMAN HEAD 
SITE NO. Z, EL PASO COUNTY 

IIlI."riof of eyes and mOlll.h puinled gtecn; halance of piol.l.I1·c1 .in. nod; dimensions, 121.:101 illehes. 

FIe. 10. A CONVI':N'rIONALlZEO BIJMAN FIGOR!':,. SI'fE NO.2 

Popularly called a "woman h'.>ldinp; a teapot." R!!,\ painl., Ih'ight, 33 inches; w.idth, :~5% inches, 

FIG. 11. PICTOCRAPHS IN ){I<J) AT SITE, NO.2 

1. Buuedly.like fil-lllrc, locally known 118 a beetle; 5x6 inches. 

2. An arti8tieully ex ('{'1IIc,l bird. rnadel or !loIs and lim,s; 7~~x12% inchc13, 

FIG, 12. PIC'I'OeRAI'lIS AT SITE NO.2 

1. Zig~ag line, painted re(l, 10 fe'f't in length. Poss.ih1e conventionaliCl.()·,l h<~nd~ und ill;;ccts 

attached. 

2. Tr,~e puinted white; he1iglll:, 30' :inehe~. 
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AH'l'ISTIC PAINTINGS AT SITE NO.2, EL PASO COUNTY 

1. Sun."i.!.' puinte.! whit.e. 

2. A blanket-like design; outlined. in wilite and with trianl-lular figure •. in nxldj~h-hrown. 
J)illlml~ioH;;, 30x12 indlf:~. 
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I'"IG.I:;\. FIG. 14 1"10 IS. 

FIG. 13. PICTOCHAPHS, srn';, NO,. 2, EL PASO COUNTY 

C'll')r~; 1, ;3, 7, white; 2:, 4\ 6, red; 5" yellow; n, 9,W, hlack. 
Dimlm,jolis: 6, :,x6ill,:h"",; Il, li)xh jrll:hes; 0, 15xl) illches; 10, 4,x-1,1/.l :ineite8. 

1o'H';. ]4,. GEOMETIUC AND SYMBOLIC DESIGNS, SITE NO.2 

<:'.1.Jvr8: 1,3·,6, 8, ,), red; 2:, Hack; 4" red outlined jn hluek; 5, 7, wh.ite. 
fjim,:,:n8,io"",; l, B1jjx6%indw": 2:, 5, diam(:l,,:rs :, inches and 6 irlches; il, he.ip;hl 8 inches; 

4" 221/.lx2: inehes.; 8, 6Y:JxJ~~ ineh,,:s: 9, 39x5 inches. 

FIG. 15. OTllER GEOME'l'mc AND SYM .. BOLIC J)ESTGNS, SITE NO. 2: 

C:olof'~': 1, il, hl(l(:k; 2, 4" 5, red; 7, fl, while; 6,. red with bOll.om lillel of ye'l1ow; 9', yellow; 
10, grcIJIl. 

DilTwIlHjonf;: 1, l:lxfi i'H:h"i;; 2, fix l%ill<::III,,; :-;, 6x.IO inches; 4, lO inches; 5, 6 im:he!;; 6,7%x9 
illch",~; 7, 5 inche,;; 8, 6 inches; 9, J:3x5J!~ illclw~; 1.0, (1 inches. 

(GrolLpings by the alahor) 

CLAS::11FICATlON OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO.2 

Iluman. H.("(lfesentati'()n,~: 
Complete figures: 

Dancing 20 
HUllnin!.: . 3, 
Phallic .... ............. ........... .. .................. 1 
Armj(;,,,,, . ........ .................................... 2 
Legless ...................................... 2 
Headless ................................. 2 
Wearing horn headdres8e'5 2 
Wearing feather hellddn'sses.......... . ........ 2 
Arms: 

Outstretched .......... .. .. ..................... 4. 
Upra18.c:d 
Lowc'l'ed and outstretched .......... . 

Armed with club (?) 
Mounh,d on hnr'es .................. .. 
Mounted 011 mountain ~heep .......... . 

2 
2 
2 

. .............. 3 

Problematical (Masked lwa,ls?) ........ .. 
1 
2 

H(larls.; 
Masked ......... .16 
Unmasked ............... 2 
Faces with painted stripe$ .. ............. ......... 7 
Faee pnin\p,l red and hordered hla<:k ........ I. 

Number Per Cent 
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Eyes: 
"Raindrup" with dot in ce'OteL ............ . 
Slar.like (green anl\ red) ................... .. 

1 
] 

KlJip\.ieal, hlack pupils ............. .. 7 
Round, with black pupils ............. 2 
Elliptical, no pupiL ...... . 

Noso: 
Outlined, stripes aero!;s .... 
Outlined, vC'fticlil ~tripl's 
OUIJin(,d, ll!) ~trjp,e& 
Ollilirwd, dot for nostril ....... 
White, surrounded by hlaek 
Black, surrounded hy red ..... . 
Black, no Jmint around ....... . 

MOllth: 
Cn,,,cent·shaped 
Ilorizoutal linc 
Trillngular ...... 

. .................. 1 

.......... 1 
.................... 1 

2 
1 

.... J 
J 

...2 

I') 

4 
2 

Reclangulnr, hatched ....................................... . 1 
R,\ko'sitaped, showing tMth ............................. . 1 
Elliptical .............. ........ . 1 

Hands and Feet: 
Positive handprints .......... . 
Four·fingered hand.; .. . 
Conventionalizcd hand!';. 
Footprints, ................ . 

Il ulna/! Workmanship: 
Projectile point ....................... .. 

LoU)'(,r Life: 
Larger animals; 

HOI'HllS 

Mountain "!tI'C]} 
Projectile W(llmd" 
Pelt (n ............... .. ... .. 
Highly conventinnalized ....... . 
Eyes-dol in circle ..... 

Birds: 
Realislie ''''_'''''''' 
Cnnventionalized . 
Eye,· .. dotin (:irole ...... .. 
Eye-circle alone .... . 

Serpe'!l ts : 
Realistic 
Plullm] .. 

Olhor unitnal forms: 
T n~ect~ (type vague) .... 
1l1lttel'lIi~s 
Fish ... 

G cOII/elfic and Symbolic: 

.'i 
:l 
2 
I') 

'" 9 
4 
] 

'" 4, 

.................. 5 
..3 

1 
1 

.... 11 
1 

Concellirie eiro]..," 1 
Conccnric diamond (rhomhu~) figlll'c.. 1 
Semicirclf)~ ....... 2 
Connected circJc~, ~t"ries 'lL..... 1 
C()nllCI~led dotH, ~e-ries of .................. . .2 

1 V'lrtical hal.d.ing ....... .. 
.. ............ 1 llorizollial hatching. 

Zigzag~ .................. ..................... .. .......... .. S 
Pllnclllte zil!:zag~ ..................... 2 
~p~oehnid figure.... . .............. 1 
I r.angl~~ 23 
Crn~8hatch ........ ............. ..... ..... ............. ..... 3 
Punctate design8 ............... 3 
ScrolI~ 
Rak ().lik e' clCIlWllt8 ..... 
L(tdder·likc "lements .. 
l3Iankct.likr< dement. 
SUIl $)'mhols .... 

." .................. 4, 
3 

... ................. 2' 
.. ............... .'l, 

. .. n,._ 4 

Numher 

128 

1 

56 

Per Cent 

,1,7 

21 
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Equal·unned cro~~es in circles. 
Tn:(:H ..................... . 
Clo,1<1 <irHI Il,in ~yml)(ll~ 
Anchor·like el~ment~ .. 

2 
2 
7 

.. ................ 2 
Ornament ('?) ......... . . .......................... 1 
Pl'ohlmnatie,,1 B 

Total 

Color 
White 

COLORS 'USE.ll, SITE No.2 

'Nllmher 
Elements 

Red .................. . 
JIS 
88 

Black 
Yellow ......................... . 
Green 

Total ................ . 

59 
5 
2 

269 

COMUtNA1'IONS (H' COI.OItS* 

Number 

P(,r Cent 
42 
3:3 
22 

2 
1 

]00 

Black and red ....................................... 9 
Red ilnd green ................ . 
Red and white ......... . ... . 

J 
2 

Red and yellow.................................................... 2 

14 

Per Cent 

31 

100 

OUTSTANDING FEATUHES SI'l'E No.2, EL PASO COUNTY 

21 

One of the outstanding features of the ii.ile iK the large number of masked human 
heads This trait dis<lppears as one goes eastward. Another type of piclll\,(~ to he 
expf)cted here is t1w Hwuntain !Sheep. It likewise disappears from the pictograph;; 
when one reaches the easterll limit of .its huhHal in Texa8. Deer, if present here, are 
too hip:hly conventionalized to be recognj"ed wilh eertainty. 

Of particular interest is the fact that 42 per cent of the painting~ are in white. This 
probably is due in large part to the supply of this pigment brin!!; more abundant, Qr 
more easily obtained, lhan were paints of the other colors. The white paint has not been 
analv"ed. But, accordinp; lo C. L. Baker," "It is po~siblt~ that the Indians used some 
white kaolin, gyp,mlll, or harile as a hast:. All these substances could he readily 
obtainable iii that part of the country." ... 

This is one of the very few picto!!;raph siles where red .. hiPS not predominate. 
The paintings "ppcar to extend from the prehistoric down into the historic period. 

SITE No.3, EL PASO COUNTY 

Reported as one site are several nearhy small caves, on the J i rnesLone walls of which 
are pictUres painted in red. Some of the pietographs, and specimens of the m<,terial 
culture of the occupants of the caves, have been pictured and diseus~ed by Hoberts. 'o 

Anyone making a study of the subject is referred to his report. Of parLieular intereKl 
are his statements regarding the posi;ible authorship of the paintings. It is hi:;; con· 
clusion that "a great rnajorily of them are to be allrihuted to the various groups 

IlBuker, C. L., Letter to A. T. Jackson, dutcd Oel/,h,'r 9, 1936. 
1 0R"h/lrt~, Frank H. H., Jr., R"ccnt Archaeolog;iet\l ll\wclopments ill Illil Vicinity of El Paso, 

Texas, Smithsonial) MjHl,:ell!lIl~;}II~ C()lIecli()n~, Vol. 81, No.7, Wu:;hington, 1929, pp. 1-·14. 
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of Apache who were in that section or the SOlllhw(~l'\1 in fairly large numbers; but 
a few of them !lllggesL at leasL fllighL Pueblo influence," 

\?Y 1 ~ 
\1 ,,,/J t 

Fir PLATE VI 

(Courtte,\1 (Jf Vidor j, Smifh) 

FIG. It}.PIC,TOGRAPHS AT SITE NO.3, EL PASO COlJNT'Y 

FIG. 17. REALISTIC AND CONVENTIONALIZg.() SEHYENT~" SITE NO.3 

The hOl'Il!j,1 or phIllW,l ",'<'!Wlll figllrc~ prominently in the Southwt",I. 

PLATE VI 

REPRESENTATION OF A MASKED HUMAN HEAD PAINT'I.;D IN RED, SITE NO.3, 

The terraced helld,]n:.~i~, cornman 10 thel lioul.hwesl, 

By reference to Fig. 16 there will be noted ~everal somewhat unusual pictographs. 
No.1 is the l'epn~8entation of what appear!; to be a wOl1lan wearing a feather headdrel's. 
No.2 i!' an elongated head, Jlossihly wearing a ma!lk. No. 4< is a !llightly more realistil: 
hun:an head also dressed. No. B may well he taken as the representation of a turkey, 
or other large bird. 

N'J, 05, though eonvenLionali7.cd, suggests a kangaroo rat, the little rodent ~o eommon 
in that semi-arid region. It is ~hown standing on bind leg., as it'! its praetiee. There 
is also an enlarged or hushy end to il!l tail. 

Nos. 7 and 9 are what may be considered mountain sheep, judging from their large 
curved horns. Eu(:h is peculiar in that it has a tree·like object protruding ahove its 
back. No.7 also (:OllJbinc;; three equal-armed Gro~~ef) in it" body. 

No. 1:1 shows a eonvenLionalL:ed sequml. partly endosed by a series of dOLs. Beneath 
it is a rayed sun-disc em:losing an equal·armed (;r90;1) in q circle. No.6 is another sun, 
{.lise of a fairly common type. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO.3 

fwenty-nine typical pictures from this site may be grouped into the following 
broad classes; 

Human R"pTeSfritations: 
Wear ing headdresses 
Full length figures ............ .. 

6 
2 

LOllier Lile: 
Mountain sheep. 
Other animals 
Birds ................ .. 
Serpents 

Ceom.etric and Symbolic: 

2 
.3 
:~ 

..... 4. 

Sun .. ray discs ..................................................................... 5 
Equal·armed crnS$()S .......... .. ............................................ 2 
Concentric circles .............................................................. 2 

Total 

HUDSPETH COUNTY 

SITE No_ 4 

Numher Per Cent 

8 2f! 

12 41 

9 :n 

29 lOa 

This is an extensive petroglyph site located along both sides of a ravine at the 
foot of an eroded hillside. There is a nearby seep spring, an open cmnpsite, and 
an Indian trail thal passed the place. There arC 34 groups of peeked designs, 
including at least IHO distind element!>. They are on surface boulders; chieny on 
the vertical sides of the rocks, although some are protected by ,-,light overhangs. The 
lines appear to have been made by the use of lWlmnergLones and are now shallow. 
While some are very legible, others have been almost destroyed by wt~aLhering of 
the stone. 

The two zigzag lines pictured at the right ccntcr in Plate VII afe almost identical 
with certain pictographs reported by Steward " fr01l1 southern California. Ba"ed on 
ethnological records, he concludes thaI such marks in that region prohably were made 
as a part of girls' puberty ceremonies. The writer knows o( no account of the pa.inting 
or pecking of zigzag lines or' diamond-shaped dosignsin any similar eeremony among 
the Texa;; Ilihes. But it is possible that the pl';'1tliee may have existed. Such lineR> 
sometimes are referred to as lightn.ing syrnl)()ls, or male and female lightning. 

1 1 Steward, Julian II., op. cit., pp. 20:~, 225, 227 and Map 26. 
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FIG. 18. A 'dE""' OF PETROGLYPH SITE .\"0. 4, Hl:DSPETH COl:NTY 

FIG. 19. A COMPLICATED SCROLL VARJAXT WITH A CE"ITRAL PIPE·LIKE 
ELE1IENT, SITE NO. 4 

Dimension~, 18x11 inche~. 

FIG. 2D. A :lIOUNTAIN SHEEP AT SITE NO.4 

Oulined in part and the halance pecked solidly. Dimen~i(jns, 12%x9~"2 inches. 
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An interesting insight into some of the unusual locations in which the figures are 
found may be gained by mention of the pla(~emcnt of the ones shown in Fig. 21, 
Nos. 12--17. They were chipped on the bottom :'Iide of a rock, that is balanced only 
two feet above another houlder. All the facts in the ease indicate that the top rock 
had not fallen onto the other since the pietures were made; but that the artist had 
lain on his hack beneath the overhanging rock while doing the laborious work. 

PLATE, VII 

A LARGE GROm' OF PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO.4., THJDSPETH COUNTY 

TIl('"~\" pecked design& cover lhe' soulhwe~t ~idel of a boulder thut measures WV~lIJJ,1h fo~:t.. Note 
t.he repre.~cntatiotl of .1 human head, connected circles, "croll~, dgl.ugK, pit.chf ork-like elements, etc. 

PLATE VIl[ 

lJNlJSUAL PETROGLY PBS AT SITE NO.1, 

A gl·"Up of cOlfll}licated dcsign~ on lh", Knuth ~ide of a hou.llkr. Dimelll".iolls VVl,'r ull, afixl\-6 
jllch(:,~, Note the triangular design with radiating line.. 'fbi" Kt.'(ml~ t.o be tim head of a serpen!: 
of tho so-call(,d "plumed" type. Some or the Jines have' been superimposed. Oyer (,Ider Oil!'". 

PLATE IX 

PETROGLYPIJS ON SURFACE ROCKS AT SITE NO.4, 

]. Mountain shcep and, possihly, un armadillo. Note the semicircles of pecked dots about thn 
feet of the latter an imal. Length. 59 inches: width, 26 inches. 

2. 'rerrac(~d dC'IllerHS "llggestivc' of certain SOluhwC.bl.';:fn l)oll.cry designs. Dim(',nsiolls, 48x22 
inches. 

PLATE X 

PJ~~rROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. ~, 

1. A der,'f, (:ollventiollalized humarl, ('01111<"(:1\:.\1 ci"cles and variolll> curvilinear (:kment.. Dimen· 
sions over all, 66x56 .jm,hes. 

2. Carvings on the: southwest side' of a :;lop·ing rock. Not(:) the snuke·like figure:;, IIurticularly 
that to th." right. Dimension", 96x28 illeh(:k. 
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FIe. 21, 

FTG, 21. PKTROGLYPIIS AT SI,TE NO, 4,. IlllDSPETH COUNTY 

The outstanding of lhese d"sign, arc: ,~, possible Bun·disc; 10, conv(Jntiona1i~ed man, 13x15 
inches; 12, Ihunderb,ird; 15, Jllountain Bheep; 2(), ruin and cloud, symbo.l, 14){16 iJ1"'It,~; 27, fish, 
l2%.x4% indH"~; 28, IlII'll,~, 0" animul "pelt"; :~O,' raltle'nakc, (i f",·\lon[( and 7 Inclre" wi,le, 

I;'Ir., 22, SCROLLS, TEI'ER, C.oNVENTIONALIZED tiliMAN FI(;[]RE" "BANNEIC" ETC, 

On the e!l~t side of a ImdJy eroded b()ulder, 76xi.B ilH,h(l~, Sire No, ,j.. 

FLC, 23. PETHOGLYPIIS COVERING A WIDI';, HANG I<: 01' IlEhlGN ELE1\lENT'S, siTE NO.4 

They include cOllventionalized human figures, a masked head, human hands and foot, mOllntain 
sheep, bisoll, wn.di"e, conne!:I''',1 cirdcs,[lilehfork·like ,,1t:rmml~, ele. ))imemionB: Group 1, 

48x30' inches; l4" 13xW inches; 23, 1O\~x6 inclre~; 28, :lOxlS inehes, 

(Groapings /,y the m.tthlll' in F,:gs,2! and 2.'1) 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO, 1< 

Number 
HumlU/. Reprl.',s£'ntations,' 

Conventionalized figllt(,~ In 
Phallic 1 
Masked he~lds............................. 5 
Hnnd~ , 3 
Fect ...... " ...................... " ............. , .... " .... , .... ,.. 4< 2.3 13 

Human If"orkmanship: 
Tepees 3 
WOv(lll h!\g~ ('?) ..... '" .............. 2 

"Pipe~" or pipe"like e1emelll~ 2 
Hafted dub or hammer"., ........................ " .. , .... ,. 1 
P,mdant ('() 1 
Projectile... ,' ..... '.'..............' "..... 1 
Projectile wounds ..... , ... " .. , ............. , ..... , .. " ......... " 2 
Atlatlg (? ) ..... " 3 15 8 

Lower Life: 
Mountain sheep ".. "., ..... , ....... ,.,. " ... ".,., ....... 12 
BulIn!o ''>1' hi-on 1 
Armadillo ('f) ......................... I 
Cnnvcntionali1.ed IInima!s ."" ..... "' ...... " .... '.,.,. 5 
Animal tracks ,'I 
Pelt ('!) ......................... "....... J 
Thumlerbird 1 
Turtle 1 
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Number Per Cent 
Serpcnts: 

Realistic _________________________________________ _ 
Plumed __________________________ _ 

14 
3 

Fish " .. __ _ .. ________ .. ____ .. _______ . 2 
Bird track ____________________ _ 
Insects 
Plants and Iree~ 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
Circles: 

1 
2 
5 

Connected ____ .. _ .... _. _________ . ___________ 27 
Single ____ .. _______________________ . __________________ ._ 9 
Concentric __ . _ 6 

Scrolls 14, 
Figure eight _______________________________________________ 2 

Zig~(tgs 4-
Y -shaped dements __________________________ .______________ 3 
Terraced elements ___ .____ _ ... _______ _ 
J ,adder-like element ___ _ 
PitchfOl'k·lik,~ elements 
Endosilre of dot,;; 
Hourglass-like element _._., 
Crosshatch 
Cros~ 
Cloud and rain 8ymbols 
Sun symbols __________________________________ _ 
Prnblematic.d ... _ ... _. __ ._ ... _ .... 

Total .. _ ............. _____ ._ ... _ .. _ ... _. 

Srm No.5 

2 
I 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
9 
3 
,1 

52 29 

90 50 

180 100 

Thi.!"; is 11 small petroglyph site, located on exposed rocks at the top of a bluff over· 
looking a wide canyon. A few of the figures are almo"t inaccessible. In common with 
most of the other petroglyph;:; of the region, the figures were pecked out by first using 
a pointed implement for roughing, then finishing with a smooth-edged hammerslone. 
In some cases the pits made by the first operation were not entirely eliminated. 

A few large holes in the rocks on top of the hluff: prohahly furnished water for a 
few weeks after rains. The place appears to have been a temporary site. 

PLAT];; XI 

PETROGLYPIIS AT SITE NO.4,. If(IDSPETH COUNTY 

1. Snak" with diatn(md·~IHllmd head; on nol'l.h sich~1 of rock; 26x2% ind'M. 
2. SCTOn worked into· a pipe-like de,;ign, 9x()o% .incllll~. P,'eking shows clearly. 
3,. Prohlt:mlllic,d figll.re, pO~Hihly a plumed Herpen!.; ove!' all, 24xll jnclH~~. 

i •. De'.·'!', conventionalized animals, footprint, coneenll".ie cin:le'A-, e'te.; 66xM • .iuc:hes. 
s. Tepee·like f,lemnnl.~; ,lillll-",,~ion~, IBx7 indieS. 
6. HUlnun head, eonncetcd circles, crosshatch, rain symbol, etc.; 72x29 inclws. 

PLATE XII 

THE LOCATION OF Sin: NO. Ii, II(JDSPETH COONTY 

1. Looking south down the canyon from the site. 

2. A ('\<')se·up of the rim of the' hlufT wh"re the p"lroglyph, aT", located. 

PLATt·; XIII 

PETHOCLYPHS AT SITE NO.5 

1. A eonvcntiomd iZf·,.J human /ip;ure: pecked in un inv':l'IC'd position. Dilllcn~ions about 24,x14 
inches. 

2. An interesting scroll design, 191hxl4,1JJ inches. 

3. Triungll.br el(,'rmmts encloseoJ hy h(lnd. lines. ])imen,ioTlH, J3.1;~x7 inches. 
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The picture illustrated in Plate XIII, 1, is of interest for several reasons. It is a 
striking variant of the square-shouldered figures of the regiOIl, being highly conven­
tionalized with neither nrms nor legs. It will be noted that the head, with its large 
eyes, points downward. This, coupled with t.he rad that the design is more than eight 
feet above the ne<\I'est standing. point, hut only four feet from the lop, suggests that 
it may have been peeked from above. The three possible methods by whith it eould 
have been reached were by a ladder from below, a rope from above, or by another' 
person holding the feel of the seul plot" whil(, the work was in progress. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. ;, 

11 IUrwn Representations: 
Cc.)I1VentioflUli,f:'c] figc.Jl·e 
Masked head ..................... . 

Lower Life: 

1 
1 

Serpcn t ............................... . ........................................... 1 
Insc(:l 
Tree or plant ................ . 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
Triangles ................... . 
Reclangll1s ...................................... . 
Circles ..... _... . 
Scroll .......................................................... . 
C:urv iIi near ........................... . ..................................... . 
Figure eight element .. . 
Pitehfork-like element 

Total 

SITE No.6 

1 
1 

7 
2 
.'1 
1 
,i 
1. 
1 

Nil rn her Pcr Cent 

2 8 

3 13 

19 79 

21, 100 

At, this site are n few pictographs in hlack paint, OIl the walls of a large cave. The 
cave, located at an elevation of about 7,000 fe(~t above i5ea level, is at the top of a talus 
slope in a prominent peak in a rugged seelion. The eave entrance is 55 feet wide and 
about 20 feet high. Its length is 2()5 feet and it tapers to a width of only 17 feet at 
the rear. The eave was long inhabited, although the nearest present water supply is 
from a hole more than half a luile away. Water may have been ~ecured at shallow 
depths in the adj.went valley. The Ilwterial r:ulture, repreflented by the finds in the 
midden deposit in tfll~ cave, seems to ho a modified type of Basket Maker. Sandals 
found .iu (~onsiderable numbers, by various diggers, are of the pointed·toe or so-called 
"fiRIl"tail" type, like some of those pictured by Robert.s'" from the EI Paso region. 

The finding of corn cob!; .in the refuse indicates agriculture. They were found at 
depths as great as three feet; and were small, ranging from one to four inches in 
length and about half an ineh in diameter. 

Available evidence seems to indicate Lhal. the entire period of habitation was in 
prehi.storic times. 'rhe only pOf\~ible exceptions might he two of the pictographs 

"'Roberts, Frank H. II., Jr., op. cit., pp. 5-·9, PI. 2. 
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I 

FIG 2.4 

FIG 

Ill/11I11111 
2. 

FIG. 2.7. 
FIG 28 

FJG. 24. PETROGLYI'HS AT SITE NO.5, IIl1DSl'ETI1 COUNTY 

Curvilinear Design,. J" and 2, dimenl;ioll" 18x 12 inclicH; :3, 7'YI xli ~,G .il1c1I1.'''; S, 6 til" ( 7, Bxl\) 
inches; 9 to 13, 37x16 .inehe,. N.). 12 i, u typical w,,,kl:d "figure night." 

FIG. 25. CONVENTlONALIZEll ANIMALS ()N CAVE WALL, SITE NO. (" HIJDSl-'E'fH 
COliNTY 

B1uck paint. Dimensions·: I, about IOx4 inches; 2, 6x4, indlcs. 

FIG. 26, REALISTIC AND CONVENTIONALIZED HIIMAN FIGliRES, SITJ':. NO.6 

Dimensions of No.5, a!.ollt 7x;,l. inche", AU painte,d in hlank, 

FIG. 27. SYMBOLIC DESr.CNSPAINTED IN BLACK ON CAVE WAl.,L, SITE NO. (j 

Dimenl;iolls of No. I, 5x3 inches. No.2, a ollll-<lisc, is 1, inches .in .liulllclt:r. 

FTG. 28. BADLY ERODED PETROGLYPHS,. :-"rrE NO. fI, HUDSPETII COUNTY 

and 2 show COJll.ru,t helwe<11l rOlilld and :;'!lIl1re·,houldered hurnallfigur(ls; 3 is a tree-like 
/lc:oign; ~" Hnroll, ha~ dimem;iolls· about 15x8 inches; 5, a maw or ~erie~ of !Nnnectcd cil'cle~, is 
kn()wnl(J~:ally a$ II map; 6, a rakr,-lik,j figufl'i. 

(Pi/is. 26, 27 and 28, not original grouping) 
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(Fig. 26, 2 and 3). Their similarity t.o eerlai n known historic paintings will be 
diseussed in the section devoted to the distribution of design elements. (See Plate 
CCLXIlI.) 

PLATE XIV 

l'ETHOGLYPllS AT SITE NO.5, HIlDSl-'ETH COUNTY 

1. BUII<1l.·f1y or iJinl.likel d,,~ig:!l. DiTllen~iol";, MV:ix16 inehcs. 

2. An amorplwll& figure. Dimen~i()ns, 1O%x12 incheo. 

PLATI~ XV 

LOCATION OF SITE NO.6. lIlJDSPETlI COUNTY 

1. Entrance In the c.lve. 

2. TIl\.llJ'IOf view. 

PLATE XVI 

WF:U.I'lfl·:SEHVED PETROCLYPHS AT ~"ITE NO. fI, IIlJDSPETH COlJNTY 

Note the ladder·like element at the right; also the remaining part of a figure de8troyed by the 
spalling oJ tho mek. ·.I"b" "I.uld':lr" i" 23 in.,]H:I~' long: an,1 4. in,:lIes, wi,le. 

PLATE XVI[ 

PET'l{OGLYl'IIS AT SITE NO. 8 

1. '1'11,\, figlll"'" "cat: th,." l"'lionl arC' hadly worn by flood water~; while, th(l~e highe( liP' lire in an 
excdleml state of preservation. 

2. A rectall!1;ular, ladtler·like figure, apparently pecked with a wide-edged hallllllCl'slone. 
DImension" ahout: J()x6 inehp~. 
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These paintings are not high on the wall. Most of them range from 12 to 18 
inches above the present floor level. Four of them, Figs. 2.5, 2; 26, 4,; 26, 6; and 
27, 2 were uncovered hy excavation at a depth of ahout 12 indIes helow the floor. 
This suggests that they arc comparatively old, having been painted on the wall 
when the floor was several feet below its preflent level. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO.6 

Humal! RCJ!l'cscntations: 
Rea1i~t.ic 
Conventionalized 

Lower Life: 
COllventionalized animals 

Geometric and Symbolic: 

............................ 2 
4 

Sun :,;ymbnl ........................................... _. ______ . __ . __ ._ 1. 
Biseoted circle 1 
Problemat ieal ___ ._. __ . __ ._._. ___ . ___ ._. ____ ._. ____ ... _ .. __ 1 

Total ...... _. ____ ....... _._ ..... _ 

Srn; No.7 

Numher Per Cent 

6 

2 

3 

11 

5,5 

18 

27 

100 

The petroglyph8 at this site are reported to he pecked on exposed rocks. The place 
has not been inspeeted by a representative of the Anthropology Department of The 
UniV!~r8ity of Texas. 

SITE No.8 

A small petroglyph site ill located in a draw or gap between two runges of hills. 
Many of the roeks are flooded in time of heavy rains; with the result that lUO!;t of 
the designs are badly eroded. Their eondition has heen made worse by the fact that 
the red shale is very weak. 

The figures were pecked on the vertical sides und, in some eases, on top of the 
roeks. The few on high boulders are above flood waters and better preserved. But, 
taken as a whole, the petroglypl'ls are in a worse state of preservation than most of 
those in West Texas. Their extreme condition of weathering apparently is due more 
to the location und nature of the stone than to any great age. They, however, are 
prehistoric. Most of the designs are symbolk or geometric. 

There is a small eampsite a few hundred yards away, with a large one two miles 
to the north. On the surfaee of the midden at the latter site have been picked up a 
number of potsherds of a type common in the EI Paflo region. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO.8 

lil/man Representations: 
Square.Rhollldered figure .. __ """""." 
ROllnd-6hould'lred figure 

L()w~~~ lJje .. 
.1 ree~ ...... . 

(;eo1ll.~/.r':(~ and Symbolic: 

1 
1 

CIOlld~ .._ .... _ ... ___ ....... ____ .. __ ... __ ... ___ .. _ 2 
Ladder-like clement _.... .. ............... ____ 1 
SCl'<.JlJ .... __ . ______ . __ ... _ ... _ .. _ ..... _._ .. _ 1 
Rake-like element ..... _ ..... "". ____ .... _ .. ___ 1 

Numher Per Cent 

2 13 

2 13 
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NlIlnh':lI' Per Cent 
Zigzag _ .. _ ... ____ ... ______ ... _______ . ______ . ____ . __ . _____ . __ ._ .... _ .. ], 
Cros,haldl ... . ... _ .................. _ ...... . 1 
Conneced circle8 Of maze I 
Cllrvilincar ______ ._ ... __ . ______ .. ___ .. _._ ... ____ .... __ .......... . a 11 74 

Total 15 100 

SIT!!:S No.9 AND 10 

These sites have been reported hut have not been visited by a representative of this 
department. At both !liteR are said to he pelroglyphs pecked into the surface of exposed 
boulders. At the latter are also reported a few pictographs on overhanging ledg(~f\. 

Sl'n; No. 11 

At this site are both pidographs und petroglyphil. The fonnl~r are painted in red, 
white and a few in hlat:k, on the wall~ of two roeksheltel'll. The latter arc peeked into 
the vertieal sides of the surfaee boulders scattered about ncar the shelters. A nearby 
spl'lng:. not now llsable, undoubtedly furnished water for the oeeupants of the site. 
Fifteen round mortar holes in the flat rock, near one of the !lheIters, bespeaks an 
extensive site and considerable oecupation. Tbe pictures show no definite indications 
of European contact!'; hence, they are thought 10 be prehiflloric. 

Of 158 de~ign elements represented at: the ~it(~, 14.0 are petrop;lyphs and only If! 
pidognlphs. The percentages of the various classes of designs compare r:losely for 
Ihe two types of picture-writing. But an analysis of the detailed elements reveal8 a 
wide difference between the carvings and paintings. The most outstanding di.ffcl'ence 
is in the animal pictures. More than half of tbe animal earvings are of mountain 
sheep and deer. Neither of these is represented in the paintings. This 8ugge'lts that 
the paintings may have been made at a time, perhaps later, when mountain sheep and 
deer were not so plentiful. The fad that mountain sheep are painted at other sites 
in the region indicates that there Waf; no taboo against their representation by this 
medium. 

COLons OF PU:'I'OGRAI'IIS. SITE No. 11 

The number of paintinj.\8 of the varioll" colors are as follows: 
Red 
White ..... __ ..... _ .. _ .......... .. 
Black ...... . 
Black and reeL ........... . 

9 
6 
2 
1 

Total ]8 

CLASSU'ICATlON (W DESIGN ELEM1';NTS, SITE NO. 11 

Pl"TR()GI.Yl'll~ 

Number Per Cent 
II ltInan Representations: 

Conventional ized 10 
Square-shoul dered .... ___ .. _. __ . _______ . __ .. ___ . ___ .. . 
Hound-shouldered ...... -.... -........... --

2 
4 

Phallic . _ .. ______ . __ . _____ . ____ ........... . 4. 
Headdresses ___ ...... ..._ ....... __ .. _ .... ____ .. _ 2 
Feet _ ..... _ .... ___ . __ .. __ .. _ .. _ .. _ ..... _____ .... _ ....... . 2 
Hand .... _._. ____ ...... ___ . __ .......... . 1 2.5 18 

H I11nll/l 117 OrlCII/.(If/.ship: 
Pro~ect!le8.. . .... __ ... ____ ..... _ .. _. 10 
PrOjectIle POlllts ____ .. _ .... _..... . ........ _ .. _____ .. 23 
Woven pouch (?) ...... _._ .. _ .... _._. ______ .. __ ... ___ ._ 1 34 24 
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Lower T_i/e: 
Conventionalized arlimah_._ II 
Mountain sheep ... ______ .. _ ... ___ ... 11 
Deer 12 

fi Proieclile wOl1nd~ in animal~ 
Pelis or animal hides .. __ .. ___ .. __ ...... __ ;; 
Animal Inwk 
Bird uack _ 
Snah _ ... _ ... _ 

Ceo/lwtTil: alld Symbolic; 
Cunneeled circle, 
Bisected circle .. _ ... 
Curvil ilwar ______ .. _____ . _____________ _ 
Serie6 of numljl'atiotl mark~ 
Singlc zi!(zags 
Parallel ~igzags 
Y-shaped element. 
Eqltal-armed crosses 
Cloud and uil\ symbols 
Problematieal 

Total P('lrnglyph" 

1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 

(dots)_______ 2 

PLATE X VITI 

2 
4-
1 
3 
2 

10 

Number 

53 

28 

1-10 

A SQIJARE.s.I·IOlILDEHED HUMAN FIGUHE: 

Per Cent 

38 

20 

100 

Peeked nn tlie' v~rilical Hitl" of a houlder at Site, No. 11 ,11"dspel h County, Nole I It 11, headdress, 
with three feathers protrll.ding; the tlpmiHed urlll wilh a small circle al the lip of the second 
finger; II", ahH{'n(:IJ of 11m other arm; I.hl\' triangular elem~'lIl:; decorating the. hotly; lllHI Ihe Iwnt 

position of the legs. Total height, 21 indIIJ>;; width, II lnehes. 

PLATE; XIX 

PETROGLYI'HS AT ::;,)'1'1': NO. 11. 

1. Mountain ~hef:Jl, 5%x5% im:hf:"; projeetilo shaft, 13,% inoh~"8 long; eOllv~nl.iollUHl(:'J human, 

5)(2% inchc8. 
2. Phallie hUlllan rHpr!-:':;entlltion, projectile Jloi III 1;. ami mountain 8hn'1Jl. Dimemions 4,lx4,7 

inches, . 
. 't. CnnVlllltiollulizetl anilllal.8; d.imensions-, over all, 2-9',,'11:\, inehes. Note th" panly pecke!ll 

inter'lor and fed of the an'itnaI to dght. 
4,. P(,cked Jlrojectile: points; over-all (Jim(ln~iollS, 23x20 im,hcH, 

PLATE XX 

ERODED PET.lWGLYl'IIS AT SlT'K NO, 11 

Some of the older figure':. aI'(' <lImos! ohlitl'rah,d hy er",·jOfJ und the sUJlerimposing I,f other 
picture;;;. RClprCbi(,nl.<·:d here are human figurcs, right hand, an.imals pierced hy proj.",tiles, de'~r, 

mountain ~ht)()(J, projectile points, N(::, On south side of HH:k. Dinmn:;ions, 72x87 Inche:;, 

PLATE XXI 

PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO, 11 

Ollt8tancling among these carvings .. 11'1) Ihl~ large project ile "oinl:; and the human or be,ur 
tracks ('r). The' lauer :;how four and five loes. Nol() the: mountain sheep at lower left. 
Dimen5iolls, 4~ll!:tj4 inches. 
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CLASSIFICATlON OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 11 

PrCl'OGHAPIIS 

NUJIlber Pn Gent 
Human Representations; 

Conventi(mali~ct1 4 
Masked heads .......... _ ... ___ .. _____ ._ ... ____ . ___ . 2 

Lower Lift'; 
Cotlventionalir.ed aniJIlal~ __ .. ______ .. _____ ... ____ .... _... 3 
Armadillo ('?) 1 
Bird ...... . ... __ .. _. __ .. ___ ._. __ .. _ ... _............. 1 
Hornnd or plumed serpents. __ ._. ___ .. ____ . _____ .. _. 2 

Ge()m.etric and Symboli!): 
Crosf;hat.ch ..... 
Cnrvil.in(mr 
Serics of dot s 

Total l'i!:l.ographs 

.._ .. ____________ ..... __ .______ 1. 
3 
] 

7 

5 

18 

33 

39 

28 

100 

Attention il:! directed to the large number of proje(:tilt~ Bhafts and Reparate points 
represented in the petr()glyph~ al this site. It will be noted that praetieally all of the 
23 points arc of the !;arne shape or type. .It i~ very s:milar to a eia;;8 of projectile 
points found in thcmiddle and bottom levels of many of the burnt-rock middell6 in 
Central Texas. Some or the same type corne from the bottom level of rniddens in 
Edwards County. A large projectile point of the same kind was found by the wriler 
in a grave, with a Hexed skeleton, in a large shelter in Val Verde County. 

FIG. 29. MORTAR ]IOLES IN FRONT OF SlJlo;.I.:fEH, SITE NO. 11, 
IIUDSPETH COUNTY, TEXAS 

Note I he dTecl. of c]'oHioll aroulld the central hole. SoBle h"le8 are dt"JP, others show :;light use. 

PLATE XXII 

PETlWGL YPHS AT SITE NO. 11 

1. Left: Cloud, rain and lightning symbol; c.enler: human; right: paralld zigzag lines. Dimen· 
8im}", 72x4H inehe>i. 

2. Cn .. ~s and parallel zigzag lil1(':;' or ,,)o(:alle<l girb' jlu),e('l.y Higns. Dimt.:nsion,,; ~:ro"s, 4x4 
irwhcs; ~igzagH, 9 1/"xS 1h inches. 

3. Mountain ~heep ami human figure". 'fwo <lnim!!l" pierced loy project.ile shafts. DimcIlHion:;, 
8()x:-lfl ilH:he~. 

PLATE XXIII 

PETROGLYI'HS AT SITE "A," OTKRO COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

1. Humllll figure wil.)' ma:;k",J Iw:uf; il4x22 inches. 
2. Square-shouldcred human figure; 3Rx25 inche:;. 
il. Lizard and in!;ect·like elements; 34x22 inches. 
4. Squal'<l.shouldercd human /lgul"); 32x28 inches. 

PLATE XXIV 

PE'rROGLYPHS AT SfTE "A" 

1. A terraced figure w.ith ~l h\lman fool. attached; 49x40 inche~. 
2. ScroJJ.li.ke el!'lllenl~ and concentric parallelogram,; 14x19 inehe,. 
3. TrilillguJllr VI' hourgll;\<;<;.1 ike elements; 22x18 inches. 
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SITES No. 12 AND 169 

At th~ first of th~se sites are reported to he pictographs 011 a shelter wall and 
petroglyph" on nearby boulders. At the lallcr site ure pietographs on the Caee of an 
overhanging rock. The paintings, in red, ate ilaid Lo include dob" horizontal lines, 
cro8shateh and rake· like clern~nts. The sites have not been vi~ited by any University 
of Tt~xa" representative. 

OTERO COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

Two picture.writing sites in New Mexico areinduded in this study for the sake of 
completeness. They are le5s than 20 miles from the Texa::; slale line, ,lnd will 
prove of value by way of comparison with material from El Paso, Hudspeth, and 
Culberson Connties, Texas. These eonsideraLioJls outweigh an arbitrary adherence 
to present.day stale boundaries. 

The;.;e out·of·state sites have not been assigned ntlJnher5 in the Texas series; but 
are fdvcn letters of the alphabet, that they may he readily differelltiated. 

Srl'J~ "A" 

The petroglyph siLe is located on the southwefllliide of a prominent peak, at a spring. 
Around the spring are many boulder!'l, Oil some of which designs are peeked. The 
rock., arC reddish in color, of a sandy texture, somewhat porous, but fairly durable. 

More than 60 per cent of the designs afc geometrie and symbolic. There is no 
evidence of European contact, so the pktures may be considered prehistoric. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE "A" 

Haman Refln!Scntations: 
Cmlventionali7.ed 1 
Squaro.shoulciered ....................... .,," 3 
Hound.shvllldcred . """""" ",,"" " ." 1 
Headdre~8('8 """""""""""" ..... ",,. " .... "."",,.,,"""""" 3 
Ff,et ""............... ...... ........................... . ..... :I 

Lower [,ije: 
Lizard 
Insects .. 

...... ""."""".,,... 1 
2 

(;1i(J1!~"~rin and Sym.bolic: 
I nan!(le8 .... ............... . .. 4 
Crosshntdl 1 
Curvilinear .".".""." ....... " 4 
Scroll .."."" .. """""""""",,. 1 
Tert;lced dement. "".""...... .." ..... ,,""""" 1 
Single zil.l~ug"."""""""".".""" .. ".""""" .. ,,.... 1. 
Parallel zigzags .......... .... """".,,"""""""""" 1 
H(JIlI'~]ass.like element. ... ". """.. . .................. " 1 
Ladder·like I 
Pitchfork"like 1 
Rakcl·like elemenL"" ... "" .. """""" .. ,, 1 
Cloud symbol."" ........... """" ...... """." .. " .. "". ] 
Sun sym!){)15l .. ".. .. ... """."""" .. " .. "" ... "" .. ,,"",,.,,... 2, 

Total ... 

Number 

9 

20 

32 

Per Cent 

28 

9 

100 
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SrTE "B" 

Both pittographs and pe.troglyphs are found al this site_ They are located at the 
southeast end of a promine.nL pe.ak. The pictographH are on the walls of a cave or rock 
shelter. The place is in reality a crevice in the rock running hack some 65 feet, 
with a width of from 15 to 18 feet at the. floor. The walls lean inward as they rise, 
almost meeting at the top. Inside this shelter is 11 never.failing spring loeated III 

the middle of the floor. 

Near the entrance to the shelter are the ruins of an old stage sland or inn. 

On the boulders to lh{~ east of the cave arc petroglyph;,. Many of these consist of 
or eontain human heads and figures. The carvings are on syenite, a granitoid rock. 
The carvings appear to he of diJlere.nl ages, some being very distinct while others arc 
almost illegible. 

A striking illustration of the manuel' in whidl Some oJ the earvillgs are super­
imposed may he seen by refereno:, 10 Plate XXVI. This dearly shows Iheimpossi­
bility, in certain cases, of definitely determining where one figure ends and another 
begins. The petroglyphs have been peeked one over another; sometimes wholly 
8upt'rpose.d, again overlapping only in part. A>l an example, attention is ealled to 
the human handfl and the projectile "haft immediately to the left of the rotund human 
figure at the upper left. The fad that an unbroken line conneet" the hands and 
projectile point to the head may he an indication that they were made at the same 
time. On the other hand, there is a similar connection he[w()en two near.by I1gures 
that dearly repre!:lcnt superimposilion. A foot of an upper human figure resls on 
Lhe face of a lower one in sueh a .manller that it al first appears to he a part of the 
latter picture. A dose examination, howeve.r, proves that it helongs to the former. 

In making sketches of individual figures the only safe plan, where there is much 
superimposition, is to include nothing about which thcre is a reasonable douht. 
Wllt~re the.re arc v(~ry unusual appendages or cOl11billillionl'l of elements that do not 
occur in any of the othe.r petroglyph!;, they we.l'e omitted from the classifieution until 
S1Ieh time as eorroboralive e.vide.nee was discovered. In sueh cases, however, photo­
graphs furnish a link in the chain of evidence relating to the. chronology of the roek 
pictures. 
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PLATE XXV 

VIEW OF THE MOUNTAiN IN WlIICII SITE lOB" IS LOCATED, 
OTERO CO(lNTY, NEW MEXICO 

PLATE XXVI 

SUPERIMPOSED PETROGLYPHS AT SITE "B" 

Clearly the figures in this gflHlp are (.f diITl:'rl:'1l1 agl:', and represent Onl! type of "hmnology. 
Dimen!;ions over all, lOx4, fe"L. 

PLATE XXVlI 

A. GROLIP OF CONTEMPORANEOLIS PI·;TROGLYPHS, SITE "8" 

These pecked figures are not sUjJ"!'illljJoi;Nl and appeal' to be of a!lollt the same age. Note 
the lwurglaSlN\haped },ulllan figure and the three-toed Ji~ards or highly eonv"nlionalized hUllIullS. 
At the upper left is the representation of a footpI'iIlI. "howing only four tocs. Dimell~ions over all, 
103x47 inches. 

PLATE XXVIII 

PETlWCLYPHS AT SITE "E" 

1. .A maze of badly eroded, !laked ami ~uIH,rimposed desip;n8. Tlli" illustrates the dUlllag,~ 
resultinp; to many pid.llre.wril.ings frolll natural call~e~. Fiv •. , fecI. il inches wide: 11 inehes high. 

2. A projectile, eirele, ~(;rolJ tlnd larUlll.lIla-like design, over whidl a white man p"ckl'.,d his 
initial~, 

3. These earvinp;s repre8.mt some II II """ul design< in as~o,.,il\l.ion with ol.her~ of common 

ouuunen<.:c. Nul.e the masked head, the connected <.,irelfl" and concentric triangles. 

4. A terraced ue8ign cummon tl) tl«) SOllthwest. Dimen~iol\s: 4,7x12 inches, 
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FIe;, ::lO, PETlWCLYPHS AT srn; NO. 11, JIUDSI'ETII COLIN]')', TEXAS 

Dirnell_ion_: 1, 2, 3, 4'Jx31. inches; 4, 13xJ:l in()he~; 5, 8Y~x7 inr:l\ll~; 9, B)«(' inches; 1:1-·1.6, 
36)(1\.1 inehe8. Nut,., No~. 2,4, and 15 wilh !:onl.like allu"hllu,nt, 10 projectile points. 

FIC. 31. PICTO(;'HAPIJS AT SITE NO. II 

1. Annadillo·likc figllre, 32)(24 inches. Outlined in black with two Ilul'alld red lines. 
2, 3. Conventiolluli;:/,d head" painted white; 27)(13 inches. 
6. The head of Ihis (lIlimal is lllllCh Ii kc that of a mythologkal ehal'ueter pictured hy Mead "I in 
Peruvian Art. Dill1(jn~iono, 4:.lxil8i,".,he,. Po~"ibly u eoyotc. 
7-·1], Seal tert;d design" painted in red; No. 10 lIlay repre"lmt a \ " .. I'll 0,1 or plumed 8erpent and 

No. 11 a eOllventionali;:eu Jj1.(lnl "lIpel'irllpo,ed Oil othel' paiuting~. 
12. A comelltionalizl,d serpent painted in white; .I.~ng;th, 4{) ifleh~,"; wi.hh, 12 jnehe~. 

FIG. 32. PET.lWGLYf'lIS 11'1' SITE "B," OTEltO COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

The~e Je~igll~ lire on /.\ ho,']oI" .. 11)(5% fcct. Note the IizlIru, .rabhit, and eonventionali~ed ITIt~n, 

FIG. 33, PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE "l.l" 

In shelter jll~t hack of an old slage stand. Dilllen~i()n~: 1, 28xlll inches; 6, 12x18 im:hel'!; 
9, 10, :.lSx25 ilwhes. 

At least two of the pi(:tllre~ show whil" (:ontae!. Colors: 1, black; 2, ii, ·1, white; 5·10, bla<.:k, 

FIG. :H. PICTOCHAPHS AT SITE "B" 

1. Olltlined in whittl, with interior painted hlack. 
2-6, Painted in red. Dimens.iom of No.5, lIlx[1. inches. 

(Grouping" by tILl! author) 

"'Mead, C. W., Peruvian An, Amcriean .MuseullI of Nal nr(ll History, New York, 1916, PIal .. ' 5, 

Fig, 16. 



Picture-Writing oj Texas buHans 45 

FIG.:;52. 



The Univ(!rsity of Texas Publication 

PLATE XXIX 

A MASKI';!) HliMAN I-lEAD 

III Sh"h(il' No.2. at Silt' "B," Otero COllllly, Npw ~l'tjxi(:o. 

Outlined in while. wilh linework .in Ihe "arne <'0101'; inleri,,)" painted red. DinwlI,ioll', S1,x20 
ill!:hc8. 

Color:;: 1, red; 2, white. 

Dimension;;: 1, 34x36 inches. 

PLATE XXX 

PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE "B" 

In Nn. :I 1I,.>i<j Ihe bow und I.he r"presenlali,m of ('ar~. 

PLATE XXXI 

I'ICTOCHAPIIS AT Sl'rE "B" 

1. A prohlemalical design ~lIggt:i;tiV') of a hllltcrfly 01' frog. Painled red. Dimensions, abotlt 
37x~HindH", 

2. COllvl'Iltionalized animal and dis,' painted whil<:; dancing hllmllil figure outli(wd in red paint. 

PLATE XXXII 

A MAZE OF' 1'1':TI;{OCLYI'IIS AT SITI~; NO. ];\, CUI.BEHSON COliNTY, TEXAS 

The carvings pxltHld over tlie edge lind 1m the I',p of the b01llder. SOJlW Incal citizens sec in 
IIiis II mup of the l":gion, showing trail", walW' holl:" and other ,I ral.l'gic poillis. Dimensions: 
height, 105 irwhe;;; width, 76 .inches. 

PLATE XXXIII 

DANCINC FIGliRES AND OTHl!:J{ PET]{OGLY 1-'1 IS, SITE NO. 1:3 

The figure holding Ihe spmle·]ike ,oI,j.:ct po~,ihly may show whil'" COlllu"'. 1.0<:<11"" on the 
southeast. fael: 0 f a boulder that measures 66x31 inches. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF PETROGLYPH DESICN ELEMENTS, SITE "B" 

Human Repl'csentation.\: 
S'luare·,hou.l,lnred 
ROllUd·shou·ldercd 
Couventionalized 
Ma8h anril",uddr,,"o"I;. 
Ph all ie 
Feel: 
Hands 

HUIIWI/. Jl?orlmumship: 
l'n).il'.elile i;llufll; 

Lower Life: 

5 
:) 

](i 
. . ... ;~ 

2 
(, 

2 

Corm'nl iflnal iZI',d 
Rabbit 

inrli~l.ingllishabk animals 5 

SCTp(~nl.f; 

Lizard", 
IORC'cls 
Animal traekA 
Hi,," t.rack 
Tree 

GeOl,II;e!l'ic lind Symbolic: 
I "Htngh'~ 
Hl.'ctaugies 
Squarns 
<:;,nnennlJ'i(', (':ird,!!; 
Singl(, drules 
Collncel.(,tI "ir(:i,,>; 
CIl!'vilill'''(lI' 
Figw'e eight d<'HHHli, 

Scrolls 
Single ~dgzagH 
Terl'tlced "Iem'mt~ 
Crosshatch . 
Clotid untl nlin "ymholo 
Ladders .... 
I'roi,I<1'Inallc,ll 

Total 

......... 1 
4· 
,1. 
f) 

2 
... 1 

1 

() 

~. 

...... 4 
2 
(, 

10 
CI 
::I 
::~ 
2 
2 
] 
2 
2 
2 

Numher Per Cent 

37 31 

3 2 

20 

55 

118 

CLASSIHCATlON OF PICTOGRAPH DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE. "B" 

Human Representations: 
S'IIH,I""·,h(J(d,Ie,',·,,,1 figu!'e>; 
Round·shouldered figure.~ 
C" n Vf:III.inlla liz(~, I 
II~addl'():;Ke:; 

HII.1fUlfJ, Workmanship: 
Bow and arrow 
Iron kelt Ic en ..... 

L01<'1'r Tij(" 

2 
:,~ 

1 
;1 

CnllV<"Iltiollalizc·d illdi~tin:.::uii;hnhle animals g 
BufTliln or longhorn cow ................ . 1 
M()llnlain ,lw·pp .......................... . 1 
Insect 
Tree ........................................................ . 

C cOlnl!tric and Symbolic: 
S,ingIn r,i,J'cle, .... 
LOIl(!lmll'J(.: cm~l,~~. 
Triallr;lle .. 
Curvilinear c'lcmenL ...... . 
Cro~~M .................................... . 
Sl1n symbol" 

TOlal 

1 
1 

I 
. .... 2 

1 
1 
.'l 
3 

Number 

I) 

2 

7 

II 

29 

Per Cnnt 

:.~ l. 

7 

24 

38 

100 
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SUMMARY 01·' PICTOGIlAI'II COLORS AT SrrE "B" 

Color 
Red 
White _______________ _ 
Black 
Yell"w 
White and bllick 
White and f(,<1 

Nilmber 
Elelllent~ 

12 
7 
7 
1 
1 
1 

PCI' CellI. 
tj·l 
25 
2S 

3 
3 
;~ 

T"tal____________ 2')' 100 

CULBERSON COUNTY, TEXAS 

SITE No. 13 

49 

An extensive petroglyph flite is located at the base of a tn!'sa, near the mouth of a 
small c<lnyon, in the ~outhwestern part of the county. A few of the pt~(:ked boulders 
are e short di~tance up the side of the peak; but most of them arc on the flat land 
frorn 25 to 100 feet from the abruptl y.rising 5ide of the peak. The peeked figu res 
are on the vertical sides and lops of large houlders of fine grained felsite. The rock 
is fnirly durablt~. 

One of the things that first j,mpresses Lhe close observer is Lhat nl08t of the carving8 
appear recent, as cornpared with some of the other petroglyphs of the region. The 
peeked surfac.es have that white color dwruderistie of the stone when the weathered 
outer coating is penetrat.ed. The carvin~s at all titncs look a8 though they had just 
been "ehalhd." A eompelent geologist has estimated that some 300 to 4.00 years 
might be required for carvings on rocks of this kind to age sufficiently to take 
on somewhat the same eolor as the remainder of the rock. 

Yet, on the other hand, there is no definite evidellf;e of European contacts. Hence, 
it would seern that most of LheHe picture-writingsbclong to the late prehistoric period, 
and may range i.n age horn 150 10 300 years. A few, however, are badly weathered 
and show considerable age. 

Adjacent to the petroglyphs is an open campsite, located near a wet-weather water 
hole. On the surface mlly he found f1intwork and a few broken manos. 

Included among the design~ a(c human repreflentations, animals, snakes, turtle, 
geometric and symbolic figu-res. There is also a boulder almost completely covered 
with a maze of desiglls commonly ealled, hy local inhabitants, a "map of I:he region." 

C·I,A~SIFICATION OF DESIGN I!~LEMENTS, SI'I'E NO. l:l 
Numher Pcr Cent 

llUIIIIU/, R,:pre.\('nta,tions: 
Convlmtionalized 
Square-shouldel'f!',1 
Round-shnuldpl'ed 
Feather heuddresses 

Ilum,an Worknumship; 

2:) 

...... ] 
6 
.~ 

Pl"je(:tile ________________________ __________ 1 
Projectile pnint.~, _______ _ __________________ .3 4 

Lower Li/«: 
Conventionalized iruli,linguj,hal,je unimab 6 
Other animal.. _ 4-
Turtles ____ ____ _, ___ " __ , _________________________________ 2 

Snak~!s 27 
Bird track _ 1 
J neccts _____ ,_,,_____ _.. ________ , __________ ''' _______ 3 
Tree 1 

H 

18 



50 The U nivel'sity of Texas Publication 

G(!OllwtriC and Symbolic: 
Rectangles .............................................. . 2 
Vettkal hatching .......................................... 5 
Cro~shatch .... ..................... ......................... 3 
Connected circles, groups of 37 
Conccntric circles ....................................................... 3 
Bi~ecwl circles ...................................................... 4 
Sing;le e.ird<,~ 20 
Curvilinear clemcnts ...... .34, 
Single zigza{l;~............... .............................. 8 
Parallel zig~ag~.. ... 7 
Terraced elernent~......... ....................... .. ... 2 
Figl1re eight clements ]() 
Pitchfork .. like elements ....... ..-.. . 3 
Rake .. like elemenL.................................. 1 
Spade.liko eI"menL...... ............... 1 
U·l;hltp~d I:'lemcnts, 9 
Equa I .. armed crosses ................. ................... 2 
Cloud, rain Mill wutM ~ymboll; J3 
SUll l;ymb(ll:; .................................. 2 

Total 

SITE No. 14, 

Numbet· 

166 

249 

Per Cent 

67 

JOO 

A few petroglyph" adorn the wall of a l'ochllf~lter in <I large outcrop of sandstone, 
near the: Hudspeth CO\lnty line. The shelter, faeing Routhwest, is at the base of a cliff, 
will! II fairly level vall~y adjoining. The nearest water is about half a Illile from the 
8h~lt~r. 

In July, ] 929, W. B. Lang, of the lJnited Stales Geological Survey, examined the 
HiLe a~ a nitrate prosp~d. T rt ] 932 Mansfield and BoardnHlll I 'I look thei r aeeount from 
Lan,I,!;'<' report. ThaL part of th~ account relating to the ~helteri8 as follows; 

"The sandstone is !.If Lower Creta(;e<Ht~ age and i~ of v(triablo t.cxtme, being in 
part r:onglmnerati .. " urko,ic and cr058bedded .... The AOlltheaf<1 end forms a clifT 
that has a pl'omin(Hlt: overhang;ing; ledge, which al: ~ome Jllae,~s .~xtetlds Ollt 15 feet 
at a height of Il to 12 feet. The overhang rUlls approximately 200 feet and hM 
afforded and still atTord~nl,ting; places for hals. There if< also ahllndant evidence 
of the lise of the place as a ~helter hy Ihe India"s. The walls are scored, frescoed 
and hhwk< on <:".1 , und the ground al: Ihe hasiJ c<"lIluiIH, "har<:.oal, hones amI other orgurde 
trialler." 

Small arrow points, manos and other evidence of camp life may he found within 
HIO yards of the shelter. There are 23 circuhlr rnortar ho]pK at the site, 12 being on 
a ledge a few feet below the pelrogl y ph!; and II others in nearby rocks. They average 
severt im:h(~s in diarn~ter and 14, itH:he~ deep. 

The petrogiyphs are pecked into the sandi'\I{)rt~. They are in a horijlontal hand 
about 25 feet long and one foot wide, ]()(:at~d two feet above a thin protruding shelf­
rock and 31;-2 feel ahove the Ooor If'vel of thf' Rhelter. Some of th~ lines are about % 
inch deep and some % inch wide. Other designs, where mor~ exposed, are very dim. 

"Mansfield, G. R., and Boardman, Leona, Nitrate Deposits of the Unilnd Slates, Bulletin 8.'UI, 
lInited States Department of the Interior, Wa~hin!ll.nn, 1932, pp. 67-fi8. 
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PLATE XXXIV 

SNAKE DESIGNS AND OTHER PETROGL YPllS, SlTE NO. 13 
CULBERSON COUNTY 

51 

Here is a reprcsentation of the Jlamond-back rattlesnake, the figure eight, and various other 
de:;ign l,lcmcllls. Located Oil the north side of a boulder that mCMurcs 72x67 inches. 

PLATE XXXV 

PETROGL YPHS SHOWING HUMAN FIGURES, SITE NO. 13 

1. Nine running lig\.l'c~ possibly playing ,orne aboriginal game. Pietures Oil cast side of rock. 
Dimensions, 66x26 inches. 

2. A possiblc snake dance, the central figure having a '!lake in each hane!. Dimen:;ioIlS: 
52x:n inches. 

PLATE XXXVI 

PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 13 

1. Fig\lre~ pecked on two sides of a bO\lld\~r 71 inche:; tall. The design elements include 
connected drdo:;, figure eight, rake, el.,:. Some of the designs aT'" ,II perimpo8ed ovcr older onns. 

2. Scattered desIgns 011 8ide and top of a b(I\.lder. Dimem.iolls over all; 55x55 inche8. 

PLATE XXXVII 

PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. ]3 

1. Apparently three age, o{ deKign, .lrc I'Cpre8enleri, II long per.iorl having elap~ed between 
the making (If Ihe first and 1<),1. Upper centN' eovered with figure~ ulmost ohliter'lh1d by erosion; 
lower left and central righi, later and hetter pr~Kervcd; fip;ureK in lower cenler, youngest. of all. 

Clear central de,igtl, IHx6 inclH'K, oil HO\ltheu81 f",cc of boulder. 

2. Curvi.1 i ncar figureK. Dimensiolls: 50x20 inche6. 
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PLATE XXXIV. 
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FIG. 35. PE'l'ROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. l:J, CULBERSON COUNTY 

1, 5, 7, 12, 2.1. SnakA_, funging in lcngt.h from 15 to 84 indl~:S. 

2, 3, 17···20, 25. Human repre~ent.Hlion~. DilTwllslons: 19, 13x51!J. il1cbt,;;; 20, lOx4% inche;;. 

6. Turtle. 

1:-1, Conventionalized animal. 

14-16. Projectile points. 

24. Sun-ray disc Of convtmlioJlali~O)d human. 

FIC. :36. l'1·:TROCLYPHS AT SITE NO. 1:3 
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Curvilinear clements includinl!; (:onrlflGled circles, figure eight, ladder, conventionalized human 
and animal, etc. 

Jo'IG. 37. PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 11, CULBERSON COlJNTY 

1. Triangular design pecked into tll\! "(llldstone. 

2. A ti(N~allcd gondola dcsi:,\l1, induding tepee and horn-like elements. Height of triangles, 
5 inehe~. A po;;;;ihle headdn,;;;;. 

3.;\ occlion of the long peeked frieze that extcmb around thc wall for some 2.5 fcet. The 
rectangular elements vary i.n Hi,." HOme being 8x6 1h irll,hcH while ()ther~ are 6l;2x/1.% inche~. There 
are 24 of them in the tlppor tier and an "''111;<1 Humber below. Some are badly wl:\;<l.h"'l'cd. Green 
paint has been rubhed into the I ine~ of Oll,~ of the terrou:ed element •. 

FIG. 38. PAINTED STICK FROM A BURIAL, SITE NO. 16 
CULBERSON COUNTY 

The specimen il; of intere~t ~incc it is one of tho few pi(jCi:\~ of wood with paimed de~igns 

found in TeX8$ graves. The d('si!ln it:;elf ii; Ullusual. 

FIG. 39. SMALL GEOMETRIC AND SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS AT srm NO. 17 
CULBERSON COUNTY 

The crosshatch, No.6, is 9x6 inche:;. 

(C rou,l'ings by the ar~thf)r) 
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SITE No. 15 

Pictographs have been reported at this site, ncar certain water holes in the hilh!. 
The paintings are said to be on overhanging ledges <HId in red and blaek colors. The 
place has not been examined by u I'epreflentutive of the Anthropology Department of 
The University of Texas. 

SITE No. 16 

Accompanying a burial of two skeletons, in a large cave in the eastern part of the 
county, wafS found a short picco of split yueea flower stalk with a design painted 
in black. Due to the dry condition of the cave the piece of wood is in a good state 
of preservation, but the paint is somewhat dim. The speeimen measures 3%X~~Xl!'l 
inches. From Fig. 38 it will be noted that the central design is suggestive of a 
highly eonvenLionalized animal with a long tail. There is no design on the reverse 
side. No pictographs now remain on the walls of the cave from which the burial came, 

PLATE XXXVIII 

VIEWS AT SITE NO. 14. CULBERSON COUNTY 

1. Part of Iho cliff, showing l"Ockshclter near C"IIt.c1'. The shelter prOJler has an overhang 
of only 8 feet and a length of about 50 fetJt. 

2. Cit'cular mortar holtJ8 in a ledge adjoining t.he shelter. 

PLATE XXXIX 

BURIAL WITH WHICH A PAINTED STICK WAS F01:JND 
SITE NO. 16. CULBERSON COUNTY 

NottJ thtl {(,et of the youth protruding fwm b,mealh the yucca·leaf mat at the right. Arollnd 
the sharpened st.icks, heneath the .klll! at the left, i8 wound a fiber cord lIet. Depth. 22 inches. 

PLATE XL 

SIGNAL PE.AK. ELEVATION 9.500 FEET 

Located in the ~allltJ range and only a few miles from Pictograph Site No. 17, Culberson 
County. 

PLATE XLI 

VIEWS rERTAINING TO SIn; NO. J7 

1. The spring that furnished t.he watcr supply. 

2. Hake·like designs painted in red; 4x4 inches and 'Pi:!x3 inches. 

3. Solid and punctate linework ill red. Note the equal-urmed cross made of dots. 
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PLATE XXXIX, PLATE XL 



Picture·W,-iting u/ Texas Indians 57 

SITE No. 17 

The pictographs at this site are on the wulls of a double shelter that faces lowul'd 
the sOl.ltheafl!. 11 if! located at the bottom of the c<lprock, and at the lop of a half·mile· 
long talus ~l()pe, overlooking a rough valley ill a range of tall mountains. 

A nne spring at the bafle of the peak no doubt supplied the needs for water of the 
illlUlhilanLs of the shelter. 

P ntcti call y all of the midden deposit in the f\IH~lter has been dug by an out·of·state 
institution. It is reporh,(j that haskeLry, matting and a number of sandals came from 
the shelter. 

Since there was nothing to indicate European ('(mlaet, and the paintings show 
ev idence or considerable age, it seems probable thal IJwy repr'eilent a pictographic 
expreR~io.ll of llH~ early occupants who .made the articles found in the shelter. 

A~c()rding to C. 1. Baker, who examined a speeilnen of the rock, it is "magnesian 
limestone recl'ystalized and alrnos!. marble in texture. It is very durable and will 
sland up well." It, however, spaIls off somewhat and this has resulted in damage to 
(:erlain painting~. 

The IHtinL repre;;enLs shades sOlnewhaL difTerent front tho"e usually employed by 
the Inciiallsin o!.her part,; of Texas. Most of the paintings arc of a color intermediate 
between burnt Italian sienna <lI1d rose madder. The oLhers are of 11 shadt~ much Ukr 
American vermilion. 

The types of designs are distinctive in ~eveml respects. Only 11 per etmL of them 
pertain to humans and human worknwllship, eight per cent to lower life, with 81 per 
cent of geometrk 4\nd !:'lymboli(: elements. Of the laUer, 50 per cent are made up 
of solid lines, while 31 per cent are pUlH.:talp • It will thus be seen that the employ. 
nwnt of dots is very pronounced. Seven per eent of the de~ign8 are so·eaIled rakeR 
and six per cellt ladders. Next to the use of dOLs, rakes and ladders are the most 
outstanding' features of the flile. The linework vHl'ieil widely in its width, ranging 
from 1/." to Jill inch. 

FIG. 4(). PICTOGRA PlIS AT SITE NO. 17, CIlLHERSON COUNTY 

No, 5 may he C(>I1,idered a slin ,ymbc>1, No,. ro, 9. (llul 12 "·":'1Il to be conventi()natized human,. 
C:hev!'oll desJ!(u, Iik., No. 11, <:all"d },y Fewk",'" "hooiprintn "f the mOllntain sheop," am said in 

nome ca,t's to be totemic signatures. 

VlC.4L PIWBLEMATIC:AL PIC"I'OC;t{;\PIIS AT SITE NO. 17 

The pr()j(~('tjte nlld tI(e tn'adles, animal are 'Ilgg"stiv/j of (I hUllting Ke!)iH~. DimnllKimlK of I'"r:tanglc, 

18x8% inche;;. 

FIG. ~2, DESIGNS FOHI\HJ> OF RED DOTS, SITE NO. 17 

Din"ltln,ioru;! 1, ISx9% illche~; 2, 13xll% .itlche8. 

!<'IC. 4·3. OTHER PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 17 

Dimensions of sn-calh:r1 13.1(1("1', 12x:~ inr:\wf;. 

(Groupings by tlw (Iltthol' in Figs. "to 1/1/,(1 41) 

l~Fewkes, J. W., TIl~ayan Totemic Signat\lrt~~, Amcl'i('(ln Anthropologist (D.S.) Vo\. X, No. :I, 
Washington, Janullry, 1897, pp. 1-11. 



58 
The University 0/ 1'exas Pulilioation 

flJl A r -V-1' 
- I~ \j 'r--

~~1ff! 
~ 

...... '.:' tJ·· .. ··\r:····~ 
.. ' ; ...... : ... 

. , .. ~. 
1/1 />--< ... ': ::'. 

" " I:' . . '..I 

FiG. 040. 

•••• . . . • • •• ill ..... - . . . fl·- .. • •• * If" "', 

• . '. ..' . . A····· .. •• • /I 

. .' •• 
-.. .. .... , . . 

II.. 11_", : • • 

• • . . 
till .... ' ••• '" . . . ~ -. •••• • .... ••• 11 , 

.. 
.. .." ,,/1 • 

ill..." .. ' 
"" ... -.. . 

., ........ 4'. '. 
;' ..... ., .. • "," "III •• " 

. 
• 

• • • ... /I .. ••• : ... , 

'. . . , ......... . 
• • • 

.fI-· ., .. . .. . . . -. ... ..- ~ "'.. .,,-. '. . 
rle;. 42.. 

lit '. •• 

• I I" 
I : · . t. _. : . . 

I • . .' 
• I' "':. ..... 

" 

• 
\ 
: . 

'. oil' 

FIG. 41. 

... ... .. . · .. 
• I • • •• · .. .. . · .. · .. · .. · .. · . • • · . · .. · ., · ., • • · . 

A­

t 
. ....... 

...... "' ... 

9 

t .. ,. I •••• II 

• " •• "' ••• '11 
.... II flo'" " • .. :" ......... .. 
" " ... t" 1ft" .. . 
"~.lIIIt'''' ••• : .... " .. '" . , 
II : fII' • \II ' • : : 
• " •• III " ... 

i l:::::":::: 
'" ~ ........... " ... 
• ........... 11 

= ,,, ...... ~ ... ~ .. 
::, ... ".~ ... " III':.;::~ ..... . 
:. a 

F'Je;. 43. 



Picture-Writing of Texas Indians 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 17 

II wnan Representations: 
Conventionalized ......................... . 

Human W orkman.lhip: 
Projectiles 2 
Projectile point ......................................... '.. 1 

Lower Life: 
Conventionalized unrecognizable unimals 3 
Insl,ct 1 
Plants 2 

G etJmelric and Symbolic (Solid Linc): 
Triangle .. . .................................. . 
Conllcctcd eil'cl"s 

1 
2 

Single circl(j8 "'" ............................... . 4 
Semicircles, series oL ...................................... . 1 
Discs .............................. ..... . ................ . 2 
Curvilinear .... . ................................... . 3 
Vertical hatching ' ............. . 
Crosshatch .... 

3 
1 

Herringbone 
Chevron ................................................................ . 

1 
1 

Parallel zigzags . 2 
Ladd<':r·like elements .................................. . 4, 
Rake-Iik.; elements ................ . 5 
~-$haped elements .. ,. ..... ............ . 
Crosses ............................................................... . 

2 
3 

Sun·ray disc ..................................... . 1 

GfJom('tric and Symbolic (Pztnctatc): 
Lines ....................................................................... II 
Circles................................... 8 
Equal.armed cross in circle I 
Dot in circle. ............................................ 1 
Problematical 1 

Total 

SITE No. 18 

Numher Pet Cent 

5 7 

3 4· 

6 8 

36 50 

22 31 

72 100 

59 

Th€' petroglyphs here are all on one boulder with dimensions of about 25xl2xl5 
feet. It is of a sandstone that it! not very durable. Hence the carvings probably have 
no great age, although they appear to be prehi"lorie. Among them is a square­
I'lhouldered human figure of the so-called BaKket Maker type. 

Adjacent to the boulder are five burnt-roek ring-mounds or "midden eircles." The 
largest has a diameter of iB .feeL and a height of two feel; the central depression has a 
diameter of 15 feet. The!\e were formed by using slahs of limestone in eooking. The 
stones broke up into fragments, after ,repealed heating, and were thrown baek from 
the fire places-thus building up the present ring-mounds. There is a small amount 
of flintwork around these old campsites. 

The nearest water supply is a spring and waLeI' hole in the mountains about 2% 
miles to the east. A nearby draw probably held water in the rainy season. 
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PLATE XLIl 

LARGE SANDSTONE BOULDER WIT.H PETlWGLYPHS 
SITE NO. IB, CliLBERSON COIlNTY 

There jij a midden or bUI'ut·ro(:k ring.mound h"t.wefHl Ihe boulder and the 1l1itomoi.Jiie. F'ip;ure~ 

ilre pecked into the side" of the roek. Note the range of hills in the background. 

PLATE XLlII 

SQUARE·SHOULDEHEJ) HlJMAN FIGURE, SITE NO. 18 

Note the feather headdres~ peeked Into the rock, and the four.fingered hand. A phallic repre. 

sentation. Dimensions: 14xlO inches. 

PLATE XLIV 

A CONVENTIONALIZED ANIMAL PECKED INTO TIlE ROCK 

Note the crook at the end of the tail, the rake·like element at the )<Jwel' J",f1, the body and 
head decoratioll$. Dimen~i()ns: .'I9xl2 illche~. Site No. 18. 

PLATE XLV 

PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. III 

Animal, snake~, tree, COnll(,eled eifell'!;, etc. The animal mCa'Hlres 8x4 inches and the three 
connected circles 13x5% inches. The Ilne~ are pecked to a depth of IIboul. 1/16 inch. 

PLATE XLVI 

OTIIER PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 18 

Dimen.lolls: 1, 13x16 iIl(:he_: 2, 5:Y~x4 ill<:h",,; B, lOx!J indIOS and 9x7 incheii; 4, 16x26 inche". 
No.2 may repre$ent a eonventionalized human OJ' a thunderbird in flight:. 

PLATE XLVII 

GROUP OF PETROGLYPFIS AT SITE NO. 18 

The zigzag line, or snake, at. upper right i~ 24 irH:h,," long, 

(Conrtesy 0/ fJuf('h Cllfson) 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 18 

H IJ,man Rcpresentation.~: 
Square·shouldered 2 
Round.~houlder"d .......................................... 1 
Conventionalized 4, 

Lower Life: 
Animals ......... '" .................. .................. 9 
Serpents ........................ .... ..... "'" 17 
Tree .... ... ... .................... ........................ 1 

GeOIlH'tric and Symbolic: 
Single circles 
Concentric circles ........ .......... . 
Rayed circle ............................ . 
Y.shapcd element~ .............................. .. 
Verticul hatching ............ .. 
Series of dot.s ......................... .. 
Fignre eight element 
Rake·like elements 
Problematical 

Total .... 

7 
3 
1 
4-
2 
1 
1 
2 
] 

N umber Per Cellt 

7 13 

27 48 

22 39 

56 100 

Attention is called to the faet that 80 per cent of the pictures are those of snakes, 
or snake-like designs. That is more than the eombined figures of humans and other 
animals. Approximately 20 per eont or the designs are circular. 

FIG. 44. PETROGLYPH:S AT SITE NO. 18, CULBERSON COUNTY 

The animnl in the eent(lr measllres ISx91h inches. 

FIG. ,1-5. PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 18 

No.4, a conventionalized human figure, mel.l~lIre8 llx6 inche". Nos. 1 and 8 may represent 
the horned or plumed serpcnt. 

FIG. 46. PETROGLYPHS .AT SYTE NO. 20, CULBERSON COlJNTY 

1,2. Line" carved 1/10 ineh deeJl; 2, 4 inehc8 in diameter. 
3. Lines % and holes Y2 inch deep; 7 inches in diameter. 
4. Lill(j~ 1/10 inch deep; .) inches in length. 

FIG. 47. PJC'I'OGRAPIIS ON CAVE WALL, SITE NO. 20 

Located only a short. d.isluJ1(;e above Ihe floor. TheBe red paintings are noW very dirn. Dhnen· 
sioB;; over all: 12x 18 inches. 

FIG. 48. PICTOGRAPHS IN BLACK, SITE NO. 20 

Height of h"mnn figure, 4'l£, inches. 

(Groltpings by the author) 
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SITg No. 19 

At this site are reported to he bolh pietographs and petro glyphs. The former /:ITe 

Oil tbe walls of a small sheller, while the latter arc said to he on nearby boulders. 
The site, located in a rough region ill the north central part of the county, has not 
been visited by a representative of the Anthropology Department of The University 
of Texas. 

SITE 'No. 20 

A few petroglyph;; and dim pictographs are 011 the w<lll of ;I eave or sink-hole 
Iilhelter. located in the n()rthea~terl\ part of the county. The site is on the weilt side 
of a low hillock, with numerow; me!;(lS and round-topped hills surrounding it on all 
sides. The adjacent valleys are gmall. The shelter faees southeast and has a surface 
opening aVP'-aging about 80 feet ill diameter. The maximum inside length is 200 feet, 
with a slope toward the north. Only the central part had been inhabited; the area 
of the midden deposit being 50x35 feel, with a maximum depth of 99 inches. The 
picture.writings are on the east wall of the !:Ihelter near the entrance. 

Occupation outside the 8helter is evidenced by four nearhy burnt-rock ring-mounds. 
Their diameters range from 2S to 40 feet, with central depressions from 12 to IS feet 
in diameter; heightr; are from~~ to 2Y2 feet. The mounds are located 011 level land 
between the hills. Flintwork is scarce, both inside the i;bdler and around the middens. 

Pot~herds of Southwestern types were present, on the surface of the ouL1:Iide middens 
and in the midden deposit in the shelter at various levels ranging from 12 to 86 inches 
deep. A brief (li!>cu,,8ioll of the pottery ,,(~elll!\ justified in view of the fact that it fur­
fl.ishes an inkling a~ to the prohllble age of the paintings and carvings_ 

Dr. H. P. Mera, of the Laboratory of Anthropology at Santa Fe, identified repre· 
sentative sherd;; from this site as Chupadera Black-on-white, Red·ou.terracotta, 
m Paso Polychrornf~, EI P<l~O Brown and a prohable hyhrid. He states: lll "I should 
say that all of these sherds, from what data we have at present, and regardless of 
depth. can be eon~idered a1! contemporaneous within, to be on the safe side, 50 to 100 
yean, at the most." 

In di~(;IlH~ing the Chupadera Black,oll-white he 8ay1l: 11 "This particular type seemtl 
to have existed over a mueh longer period than many other black-on-white sorts. 
We think that iLi:' range would be from in the nei~hborhood of l;~OO A.D., or perhaps 
a littlt' earlier, 10 circa 1600." ... 

The association of pottery with the artifacts at the various levels was definitely 
determined. Fish-tail sandals were in association with sherds at depths of 10, 14, 20, 
26, 34., and 73 inches. Coiled hasketry was found in like assoeiations at 22, 49, and 
65 inches. Rabbit stieks from depths of 15 to 4.3 inches were in levels with, and not 
fur removed from, pottery. 

HIMcra, H. P., Leiter to A. T. Jack8on, Deeember 7, 1934. 

17!bid., December 17, 19M. 
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In this I";onnection Set:derl8 states: "The details regarding the association of pottery 
in the ... cave are eonvineing and I would t:ertainly agree with you that the 
inhabitants, who for the mo!;\ part belong \0 the western Big Bend culture, had contact 
with the Pueblo people in the eastern portion of the Southwest." ... 

From the above cited faets it would seem probable that the picture-writings on the 
wall of the eave are contemporaneous with the ev.idences of material culLure found 
therein. If ~(), that plaees the age of the picture8 al from 300 to 600 years. 

The dim hlack painting!'! were badly defaced by the abrading grooves and shallow 
sc:ral<:hc!; of later occupants; hut enough of the paint remains 10 trace the outlines. 
Similar damage had resulted to ~orne of the red paintings. Lines 9/16 inch deep, and 
% inch to one .inch wide at the surfuce, were abraded, or carved, through t:ertain of the 
pi.etographs. These lineH or grooves, in lurn, have deep encrustations of soot in them. 
After the paintings had grown somewhat dim, the grooves were worn or carved across 
them. Then, after the grooves were used no longer in the process of sharpening hone 
or wood implemenl.15, a thick depoiSit of soot accumulated therein. Some grooves that 
appear to be more recent have no sooL in them. 

On the wall, in dose proximity to the pa.inl.il)g~, are hundreds of grooves, Heratches 
and ~mall round holes. M08\ of them probably owe their origin 10 utilitarian uses. 
There are certain t:ases, however, like some of those illustrated in Plates XLIX, 3 and 
L, 2, 3 thut sugge~t intentional carving in purposeful arrangement. Some of the 
designs certainly did nol result from .merc coincidence. That they were intentionally 
shaped is further borne nut by the fact that several of them are altno"t identical with 
other carvings at Site No. ·1(), Brewster County, and on painted pebbles from Site 
No. 82, Val Verde County_ 

The carved snake-like figure~ (Plate L, 2) are lJIuch like those on the Pecos River 
at Site No. 190, Loving County. The largest of these has a head otiC ineh in diameter 
and a body tell inches long. The head-hole is 7/16 ineh deep and come1!l to a point at 
the hottom. The body-groove is 5/16 ineh deep and triangular in ernss seelion. The 
groove seems to have been carved with a flint knife, rather than worn by ruhhing_ 

Four oJ the serpents are carved on the roof, about two feet above the floor, in a 
rccel's at the extreme ~outheast edge of the shelter. Rattlesnukes frequently inhabit 
!Such places aiS this. It therefore seems appropriate that these earvings should be so 
placed. and (:onfirms the i;upposition that Lhey were intended to represent snakes. 

"Sdzler, F. M .. LeITer to A. T. Jaek,mn, March 14, 1935. 



66 The University of Texas Publication 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 20 

PICTOGIIAPHS 

Number Pe~ Cent 
Human Represcntation.$: 

Conventionalized figures .,_____________ 2 
Conventionalized hand ____ . ____________________ .. _ .... _ ] 

Lower Life: 
Frog 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
Vertical hatching _ 
HorizOlllul hatching 
Series of dot •..... 
Curvilinear 
Rayed 8un·di~cs ___ .. __ ._. ___________ . ____ _ 
Problematical . .----. ---__ . _____ . _____ . 

Total ___ _ 

Human Representations: 
Convenlinnalj~cd ____ . __ . ____ .. __ . 

Lower Life: 
Snakes ___ _ 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
Crn~shatrh ____ . _____ . ________________ . __ ._ 
Crosses __ .. _..... ____________________________________ ... 
Tepee~ .. _ .. ___ ..... ____ .... _____ .. _________ . __________ .. ___ . 
Rayed slIn-discs __ .. _._._ .. 

Total 

2 
1 
1 
3 
5 
1 

2 
5 
2 
:3 

PLATE XLVIll 

3 

1 

1:3 

17 

N\lmb(:)' 

2 

5 

12 

19 

ENTRANCE TO CAVE OR SINK-HOLE SHELTER 
SITE NO. 20, CULBERSON COUNTY 

PLATE XLIX 

18 

6 

76 

100 

Per Cent 

11 

26 

63 

100 

MORTAR HOLE, PITS AND PETROGLYPllS AT SITE NO. 20 

1. Circular mortar hole in bedrock. 
2. Conical pits in wall, suppo!\edly made by pointing hone and wood implement", 
H. Pet.roglyph, ami abrading marks. Designs almo_!identieal with these IlJ'CiI found on painted 

pebbles in Val Verde County, Texas. Line;; are 1/16 to v.~ Inch deep. 

PLATE L 

ABRADING MARKS AND PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 20 

1. Abradinll; marks and pits showing no (iltempt at de~i~n. 
2. So-called snakes formed hy conncctinll; deeply Cllt grOf)V~" with conical pits, the latter 

forming the head of thi) scrpent. 
3. Abrading marks and 8o·called t.cpee. Lines are 'U! inch deep. 

PLATE LI 

ENTRANCE TO SINK·HOLE SHELTER, SITE NO. 21 
CULBERSON COUNTY 

1. Distant view. 2. A close·up. 
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Sll'E No. 21 

A few paintings on small stones were found in this cave, or sink-hole shelter, located 
a few miles northwest of Site No. 20. No pictographs now remain on the walls of the 
shelter. It seelllS probable, however, t.hat. Lhe largest pain Led stone found in the eamp 
refuse may have fallen from the roof. On the hottom side of the rock were a few 
dirn figures painted in black. (See Fig. 50.) 

This site represents an extreme among the so-called "sink-holes" of the region. Its 
opening, roughly e.ircular and les8 than 40 feet in diameter, is invisible until one hI 
within 50 yards of .its brink. It widens out inside, forming a series of shelt.ers for 
60 per cent of its circumference, with a real cave in the real". Four burnt-rock ring­
mounds and two mortar holes are adjacent to the eave. The nearest permanent natural 
water supply is six miles distant. 

Six small stones with designs puinled in hlack were found in the midden deposit. 
AU of the stones were thin, flat flakes of limestonc, such HOi result from the spalling 
of the shelter walls. It seems that thcse repl'esent flakes from pictogruphs that 
originally adorned the wall. The breakage of the llakc5 ill the middle of certain 
de15igns seems to confirm this deduction. It is possible, however, that the flakes were 
painted after they fell from the wall. In that event they would he t:omparable to 
the painted pebbles of the lower Pecos River region. 

FIG. 49. CII{ClJLAR MORTAl{ HOLE IN BEDROCK, SITE NO. 21 
CIILBERSON COUNTY 

Outside the cave, a short disLanec 1.0 the northeast. 

PLATE LII 

PAINTED FLAKES FROM SHELTER WALL, SITE NO. 21 

Found at depths of 4 1<) 8 inches. 

PLATE LlII 

VIEWS AT SITE NO. 172, ClJLBERSON COUNTY 

1. Ro(:k~ on which pctroglyphs arc pecked, showing hill in distance. 
2. J{ound ami oval mort'lf holes. 

PLATE LIV·l 

SO·CALLED "MAP OF THE PASS," SITE NO. 172 

A comparis()11 of Ihj~ photograph with the sketch (Plate LlY·2) clearly illu8trates the advantages 
10 he gained from ~ketches in cases of Ihis kind. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESICN ELE~H:NTS, SITE NO. 21 

Human Reprllsent(ltions: 
Conventionalized fig 111'(' .. _ ............. _.... 1 
Head .... .... _........ ..... 1 

Lower Life: 
Conventionalized animal I 
Conventionalized hinl 1. 

Coomatric and SymboliC': 
Cllrvilinear 2 
Triangh, 1 
eros,hatch 2 
Horizontal hatehing 4-
Y.shap<)d clement 1 

Total 

Number Per Cent 

2 

2 

10 

H 

14 

72 

100 

Nine 8lones, nlO~l of which were thin limestone l'iIa"s, hut one a mano, had large 
roughly circular areas on one ~ide covered with black paint. The paint usually 
extended to within an inch of the edge. The diameters of the painted portions of the 
stones ranged frorH three to 6% inches. Two of them cume from the surfaee.in the 
shelter; the others from depths of nine, 17, and 29 inehes. A mano from a depth of 
eight inches f;howed mueh use on one side and had a coat of blaek paint on the rever~e. 

FIG. 50. 1'lCTOGHAPHS ON .A FALLEN ROCK, SITE NO. 21 
CULBERSON COUNTY 

Note the two conventionalized figure~, one human, the other a lower animal. I·-[eight, 1%, inches. 

FIG. 51. DESICNS PAINTED IN BLACK ON WALL FLAKES 

Found jn debris at Site N'J. 21. 

FIG. 52. PETlWGLYPIlS AT SITE NO. 172, CULBERSON COUNTY 

011 ,ntaIJ b'JlIlder and reverse ~ide of large one. The ct'lItml fLguro i$ 22 inches IOllg. 

PLATE LIV-2 

SO·CALLE!) ~It\l' OF A MOUNTAIN I'A~S .AND VICINITY 

The lille8 afe pecked on the west 8ide of a houlder at Site No. 172. (See photo, PI. LTV·I.) The 
semicircle indkated by the arrowpoint i~ SILPflOspd t.o represent a water hole adjacent to th(, 
campsite. Dimensions, 68xtll .inGhe~. The left half of the group if; f;LLggestivc of a design on a 
paint.ed pebble from a rock shelter ncar the ntolLth of rh" Pecos River. (5,j(, Fig. 266, 2.) 

FIG. 51. CONVENTIONALIZED Hl.lMAN OR SO-CALLED ANIMAL PELT 
SITE NO. 178, CllLflRRSON COllNTY 

Vcr), dhn black paiu1. Dimensions: 6x3 inches. (Not with main group o{ paintings.) 

(Groupings by the author in Figs. 51 and 52) 



P':cture.Wl'iting of Texas lndian,~ 71 

f 

-

-



72 The University of Texas Publication 

SlTES No. 170 AND 1.71 

These sites, some 30 miles apart, are reported to have petroglyphs peeked on the 
exposed surfaee~ of houlders. They have not been examined by the Department of 
Anthropology, The University of Texas. 

SITl, No. 172 

The petroglyphs here are peeked Oil two boulders that measure 15xJ2xu feet. 
According to C. L. Baker, who examined the stone, it j" amu$covite schist and not 
very durable. The location j;; in the (!dge of the mountains near the Hudflpeth County 
line. There is a nearby waLeI' hole, and an exten~ive campsite surrounds the petro­
glyphs. In the bedrock adjacent to the peckings are six mortar holes of round and 
oval !'hapes. 

Most of the linework i~ SOlnewhat eroded and in spotf:l almost obliterated. The 
figures include a human head, plumed or horned serpent, other snakes, and a 
so·called rrwp of the region. 

A description of a so-called map that answers, in every detail exeept one, to that 
pictured iIi Plate LIV was given by Mallerylil in 1889. The following is quoted from 
him: 

"Mr. W. von Sterruwitz, of thc Gcological Survey of Texas, Gontrihllte~ the eopy of 
n map, nvidcntly the work of Indians, which is received too late for rt'p"odudion. The 
)nap i~ rougl,ly ~<.:rat.ched into the /Iat surfaee of !l large granil.e block, and iH 
approximately a cvnec! sketch of a pa,,~ and the nearest surroundings. The rOGk iR 
~itllal,~din the pu~~ above the "I)-called rattlesnake or miea tank, in a ~pu'· on the 
WeRt. ~ide of V llll l-rorn MOllntains, El Paso COllnty,~11 Texas. An Indian tn' il pu""c,; 
ncar the very rongh and weathered. tear purl of the ro(:k, which on this side 8how~ 
weuk trace~ of some scratched·in urawing!; which ,II·'" nearly weathered off; made, 
riO doubt, with the purpose to lead the attention of pa!;,ing punics to the other side 
of the rock upon which the map is drawn. An old trail 1m,,!>; from the Rio Grande 
across the Eagle MOllntains to thi~ PM~ und in 11,,_, ,I",rlm;i: line from the Green 
River valley to the northern main range of the Vitn H"l"Il and from there east to 
the Davis Mountains, formerly Apache MountainR, (Illd I.lwncc through the southern 
extension of the Guadalupe Mountain!; t,. this range and into New .Mexko; aI,,, 
through tlw Sierra Carrizo to the Sierra Diablo; ~o that this trail mIlS! be regarded 
aR one of the host warpaths for raids aero!;s the Rio Gru,"l". An arrowhead at the 
lIpJl()f end of tIm truil points out water (small or dOllhtful f;upply), as far as could 
be ascertained frolll drawings made by Apuch~o." 

J('MulJery, Gurril.:k, OfJ. cit., 10th An. Hep., pp. 343--344. 

~oThen hl EI Paso County, hut now in the e.xlreme 81)1lthwO:81. ,:"mer of Culberson Counly, which 
was organized in 1911 Ollt of the eastern part of EI P,ISO COllnty. Hudspeth County wa~ aeated 
from El Paso County and organized in 1917. 
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The one point of difference is that Mallery was advised that the roek was granite, 
whereas the one in question is a muscovite schist. Otherwise it would seem to be the 
same site. 

This may be a map of the pass and vicinity as f)tated. But why the neccs8ity of a 
map of a small area, when to see it oIle must be on the ground and could look 
around for him5elf? The fads regarding the Indian trail seem to be correct. But 
that does not necessarily prove that these petroglyphs were intended as a map. As 
for the pictures on the reverse side of the roek being .inlended to call attention of 
passers·by to the map. it may be added that the peeking of figures on two or more 
side" of a boulder is a common practiee, apparently without any special signifICance. 

The figure-eight element, the eonlle!'led drdes and the snake-like figures all play 
a pruminent part in the petroglyphs of the region. They appear in many cases that 
apparently were not intended as maps. Since, however, there is historic evidenee21 to 
the effect that the Indians did sometimes draw crude maps, this partieular group may 
be one. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 172 

Human Representations: 
Conventionalized head ................ 1 

lluman .IF o:kman~hip: 
Projectile POlllt .............. ""."" .................•....... 1 

Lower Lil e: 
Serpents 
Bird track 

Geometric and Symbolic: 

11 
.................... 1 

Curvilinear : ......... "" ... """" .............. "".................. 7 
Figure eight elements .......... 2 
Water symbols (?) 5 
MaJl (?) 1 

Total ................ "" ........ "" ....................... . 

SITE No. In 

Number Pt'l" Gent 

2 

12 

15 

29 

7 

4·1 

52 

100 

A small petroglyph site is located at 11 water hole and adjacent to a campsite. The 
figures are peeked into the exposed 81ll·face of boulders. The site was not examined 
by the Department of Anthropology, Thc University of Texas. 

"' Hunter, John D., Memoirs of a Captivity Among the Indians of North America from Childhood 
[0 the Age of Nineteen, in Territory Westward of the Mi8~i'''ippj, Longman, Hurst, Rees, Or me, 
Brown and Green, London, 1824, Third Edition, pp. 184~187. 
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FIG. 53. l'ETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 173, CULBERSON COUNTY 

Note the sun·ray disc. 

(Collrtesy of BII,rch Corson) 

PLATE LV 

VIEW OF THE SMALL SHELTER, SITE NO. 178 
CllLBERSON COUNTY 

The painting~ are on the protruding ledge·like wall jll~t Laek o( the ocotillo bllsh (FOllqllieria 
splendens) in the central foreground. 

PLATE LVI 

MOUNTAIN SHEEP AND HUMAN FlGURE, SITE NO. 178 

This dim black painting, covering all area lOx6\!2 inches, is unll~lIal in several respects. The 
animal i8 on the edge o( the rock, the man with feathet headdress is on thlj side; extending 
from the lower jaw of the animal is a lille passing beneath the man'8 fr,et; from the animal's 
upper jllw is 1I11othec line ~)onl\e(lting with the man's arm. This suggests tbat the animal is in 
leash. Note the rake-like designs at the lower fight. 

PLATE LVII 

DEER WITH HUGE ANTLERS AND LONG TAILS, SITE NO. 178 

TIWSf:j dim blaek paintings are unique in animal representation among Texas pictographs, One 
has a six-pronged tail nearly twice as long as the body; the olh.)r has a straight tail almo6t three 
timljs the h'ngth "I the animal. Note the cloven Jtlet, 

PLATE LlX·l 

SO-CALLED DOlIBLE THUNDERBlHD (MALLERY) 
SITE NO. 22. REEVES COUNTY 

Photograph of the dim Llack painting. l)ime/l~ioll" of the conventionalized birds an1 4x4 inches. 
(See PI. LIX.2,) 
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PLATE lV. 

PLATE LVI, 

Pl.ATE lVII, PI..ATe. 1..1X. 
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SITES No. 174 TO 177 

Thest' sites huve not been v.isited by a University of Texus archaeological party. 
According to reports received from various local citizens, No. 17t1 has petroglyphs, 
while the other three arc pictograph sites. The IJetroglyphs arc pecked on exposed 
boulders; the pictographs in two cases are paint(~d on the walls of rock shelters, in 
the remaining one on the low ceiling of a small shelter. Reports indicate that there 
are only a few pictures at each site. Among those at No. 177 are said to be four rakes, 
one ladder and a circle formed of a series of sImlll red dots. 

SITE No. 178 

'I'h.is i'l a small hut interesting pictograph site. It is locatcd in a rugged sedion to 
whioh some of the last raiding and stealing parties of Me8calero and Chiricahua 
Apaches fled to escape capture by the Hangers. The pictographs, however, appear 
to be prehistoric. 

AI the mouth of the canyon, 1 % miles east of the pictograph site, are two large 
burnt-rock middens. The paintings are on the wall of a very small sheller, 21x7 
feet, located on the north side of the canyon facing south. The area covered by the 
paintings measures only 62x27 inches. The roof is only four feel high. There i~ little 
midden deposit in the shelter. The /1001' if! level and extends outward for 9112 feet, 
then drops some three feet to tlw sloping canyon bank. It is aboul 30 feet above the 
eanyon bed. The elevation above sea level is about 6,000 feet. According to C. L. 
Baker, who examined a specimen, the rock is "Permian limestone, very dense, hard 
and resistant." 

There are ] 3 pictures in hlaek, three red and two orange. The 18 pictmes con­
tain 25 design elements. One of the orange paintings is superimpo~ed ovC!' an old 
black one. Part of a mountain sheep originally painted in orange was subsequently 
repainted in part with red. There are, however, a few remains of very dim red 
paintings that appear to be older than any of the others. 

The so-called animal pelt may he a conventionalized human figure. [t is in black 
paint and very dim. Dimensions are 6x3 incheR. 

The crosshatch, done in a shade of paint closely resembling American vennilion, 
measures 7x6 inehes and is made up of lines .'!."l inch wide. 

The rakes, painted black, have seven lines and are slightly less than 2xl inches. 
The~e seem to have much in common with similar rake·like elemenLs at Site No. l7 
and dsewhere. 

Two of the human figures are represented as wearing three feathers each in the 
hair. A third wears a buffalo horn headdress. Two of the figures are in hlack, the 
others red. The dimensions are 3\-'2x1% inches, 4x2% inches and 4%x2 inches. 



PLATE LVIII 

PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 178 

10 ~ 
1I 

This is one of the most unusual small grotlps of paintings in Texa5. Colors: 2 and 4, red; 5, orange; 8, red and orange; others, black. Dimensions over 
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The painted mountain sheep 1Ihow a greater variety of forms than is common among 
similar petroglyphs. One, in orange paint, represents the animal with five large horns. 
The dimensions are 5l;;1x4% inches. Another of the animalg, measuring llx8% 
inches, has the rear half painted solidly in orange, while the balance if) out.lined and 
crosshatched with red paint. The two horns have a pronounced eurve and are very 
wide. The third animal shows a doser resemblance to pecked mountain sheep. 

The rrJo!>t outstanding feHture of the paintings is the deer-like animals with massive 
antlers and extremely long t.ails. The animals, from nose to tail, average about foul' 
inchei> in length; whereas the tails average sevenirwhes ill length. The longest tail 
is 12:7~ inches. The two animals with !\trnight. t.'liIs arc pierced by projectile shafts; 
the other two arc not pierced by shafts, but have very unusual appendages to their 
tails. 

At Sile No.6, in the SUllle (:ounty, is a conventionalized animal wiLh a fairly long 
tail and certain other distinctive features resembling these at Site No. 178. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEM.ENTS, SITE NO. 178 

H /Unan Representations: 
Squal'e.s}u",ldered figures 2 
Conventionalized figures ................. .'3 
FeuthN headdre~~e~ . 2 
Horn headdress ............ .................................. ...... 1 

lluman Workmanship: 
Projectiles ......................................................... . 

LOUler Life: 
MOllntain shec'il ................... . 
J ,ong·tailed deer 
COllv(mtionalhcd animal 
Conventionalized bird 
Animal pelt ................. . 

Ceometric and Symbolic: 

3 
4 
1 
:1 
1 

Crosshat:eh ........................... ,. 1 
Rake·like elements ....................................... :{ 
Ladder.like dtllnenl.... .............. 1 

Total 

SITE No. 179 

Number Per Cent 

8 

2 

10 

5 

25 

32 

8 

20 

100 

A local citizen reports a few pietographs pai . .IIt.ed ill red on the wall of a shelter 
in a rugged canyon. Aceording to the report there moe two small deer, a rake and a 
few dots. The sile has not been visited by a representative of The University of 
Texas. 

REEVES COUNTY 

In the "rim-rock" of a number of mesas or hills, in a range some 200 to 300 feet 
above the surrounding plain, are small rock shelters. Most of these show signs of 
habitation, and on the walls of several are pidographs. Herc is a strikiug illustration 
of the fact that even small, poorly arranged natural shelters were preferable to living 
in the open in inclement weather. 
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SITE No. 22 

This iA a small pictograph site, the paintings being on Lhe wall of a ] 6x8·foot 
"helter that f(!ce~ e(!~l. The roof is smoke-blackened and there is II shallow midden 
depo;;it on the floor. The small black paintings are quite intricate_ For symmetry of 
linework some of the designs can scarcely be exeelled. Seventy-eight per eent of the 
design elemenls are geometric or symholie. 

The painting illustrated ill Plate LIXi$ very suggel'ltive of the Haida double 
thunderbird pictured by Mallery_22 There is, however, a possibility that, instead of 
being intended to represent the double cagle, this may be a convenLionalh:ed human 
figure. The figure-eight element plays a prominent part in Lhe design. 

The eonventionalized projectile She\ft illustrated in Figure 55, 1 is very much 
like some appearing on certain painted pebhles from shelters in Val Verde County.28 

CLASSIFICATION OF D1~SIGN ELEMENTS, srm NO. 22 

If uman Represenl:atians: 
Conventinnuli7.ed figlll'c 
Conv(m1ionali~ed halld~ 

........................ 1. 

Heproductive organs ('1) ................................... . 

llltmall. Workmanship: 
Projectilc 

Lower Lila: 

2 
:-1 

Double thunderbird 1 
Serpents .. .............................................................. 2 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
Verl-iea! hat.ehing ........................................... . 
Horizontal hat.ching 
Obli'lue hatching ............................................ . 
Crosshatch 
Singh: circles 
Curvilinear 
I.adder·like elcmcnt$ .......................... _ ........... . 
Brielle-like element 
U-shaped clements ............................................... . 
Y-.hapfld elements 
Figure eight c:lement. 
E'/lH\I-lirmed cross ..... 

Total 

7 
4 
1 
1 
6 
2 
5 
] 

6 
,,\ 
4 
I 

Number Per Cent 

6 J2 

1 2 

3 6 

4,1 80 

51 100 

~2Mallcry, Garrick, OJ!. cit., Tenth Annual R(,porl., Plate XXIV, page 40l. 
2SP',arce, J. K, and Jackson, A. T., A Prehistoric: Rock Shelter in Val V,mie COllnty, Texas. 

Bulletin NO'. 33,27, Anthropological Papet~, Vol. I, No.3, 'Thel University of Te1xas, AURt.in, 1933, 
Plalfl XTTI, II, pp. 80 and 84,. 
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SITE No. 23 

Pictographs, as well as a few petroglyphs and abrading grooves, are on the wall 
and roof of a small shelter. It is located in the "ril\1·roek" of a mesa, faces west, and 
overlooks 11 broad arroyo or creek. Its dimenHion8 are 61/:Jx24 feet. The roof iH smoke 
blaekened. An extensive campsite extends al()n~ the creek some 100 yards from the 
mesa. On the surfaec arc numerous burnt rocks, Hint chips, an occasional /lint artifact 
and numbers of broken manos and peRth: ~tonetl. 

There are remaiml of a number of IHlilltingR, .many of them very dim. Motlt of 
them consist of small black lines, hut a few are in red and somewhat larger. In 
addition to being dim, some of the pictographs arc superimposed over others, while 
all have an accumulation of soot over them. Hence it sometimes is diflieult to deter­
mine just where one de!!\ign en do; alld «!Jolher hegins. A number of the drawings are 
quite eomplieated and ~how excellent workmanship. 

The first written report on this site was made by Pe'lh()dy~'1 in 1909. Since then 
brief mention has been made by two writers. None, however, covered the material 
thoroughly. 

Peabody's:)" description of the group of paintings illustrated in Figure Gl is as 
follows: "The pictographs include ... a c:ombination of curved lines and eil'eles 
with dots in blaek, suggesting a grotesque eaclus." 

2,IPeabody, Chllrle8, A ReGonl1ai~~ance Trip in WCRtcrn Texas, Ameri(;liTl Anthropologist (N.S.), 
Vol. 11, No.2. April-Junc, 1909, pp. 210-213. 

2fiPeabody, Charles, op. cU., p. 21.,\. 

PLATE LIX-2 

SO·CALLED DOUBLE TlIlJNDERBIRD, SITE NO. 22 
REEVES COUNTY 

Skntched 10 bring Ollt the dim detai1~ of the picture. (See PI. LIX·L) 

FIe. 55. BLACK PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 22 

Not.e tbe (:onventionaIizcd projectile and so-called nllmerutinn marks. 

FIG. 56. BLACK PAINTlNGS AT SITE NO. 22 

Nos. 2, fI, 5, and pari of 6 are milch d.immer than the ot.her paintings. Heil,lht of No.1, is 6 inche~. 

FIC.57. PICTOGRAPHS IN BLACK, SITE NO. 22 

The ],mgth of No.2 is 15% inch~~. Thi~ UllIl"ItU] de"ign suggests a hridle und hit; hut may not 
have hnen 80 intended, sinen there is no other evidence of European <)ontacts-·-unlt!58 Ihn lJ.shaped 

elements rcprcsmH. hoofprints of horses. 

(Figs. 56 and 57, cou.rtesy 0/ J. Chorles Kelley) 

FIC. 58. BLACK PICTOGHAPIIS AT SITE NO. 22 

No.1 is 4% inches .in lengt.h. Nos. 2 and .~ are suggestive of game "ticks. 

FIG. 59. POSSIBLE REPRESENTATIONS OF REPHODUCTIVE ORGANS 
SITE NO. 22 

Paintings, in black, on small slabs of stone from shelter WillI. No.3 has a diameter of 2 inches. 

(Courtesy 0/ Victor J. Smith) 

(Groupings by the au,thor in Fies. 5.5, 56, .58, and 59) 
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Kelley~" first called attention to the righl lop figure in this group showing a marked 
resemblance to a conventionalized horse and rider. At least four of the circles 
enclofling dOls !-leem to represent human heads. The connceted circles containing 
dots are of the same dass <l!:l cerlain pelroglyphs at Site No. 81, Val Verde County. 

The group illustrated in Fig. 62 i!5 of particular interest because of the com­
b.ination of such diverse elements. They include two small human figures, or "twins"; 
a line of 29 numeration dots on one side and 28 on the other; a verlkal line or 
"back-bone"; a :lig'lag ]jnc; three concentric quadranls; two so-called discs, with 
an open space between; a chain of nine conneeted drdes suspended from one side 
and II from the other; and, in the lower center, a ladder containing 22 rungs. This 
may be a fertility symhol. Thc painting is located on the south side of a narrow 
crevice toward the hack of the shelter. 

""Kelley, .1. CIl(lrles, Letter to A. T. Jaekson, February 11, 1935. 

FIG. 60. UUI\IAN FIGURES PAINTED BLACK, SJTE NO. 23 
UEEVES COUNTY 

Dim!ln,ioni;: J, 7V! x4% inehes; 2, 51% x'n~. ind"~H; ,3, J 'lGx %, inches; 1, 3x3 inches. 
Note the po~itions of the Ilrms in Nos. 1, 2, 4; their ab6ence in No.3; the variation in the 

rcpr';$enta1:ion (If Iing""H; and t.he headdl'e8H on No.2. 

FIG. 61. CONVENTIONALIZED PAINTINGS IN BLACK, SITE NO. 23 

Dimensions over all: 1J.x5 inches. 

FIG. 62. AN I1NUSUAL PICTOGRAPH IN BLACK, SITE NO. 23 

Dimen6ion8; height, 4 inche8; width, 5 inches; length of ladder, 2 inches. 

FIG. 6:1. FROG AND SNAKE·LIKE PAINTINGS IN BLACK, SITE NO. 23 

FIG. M. TIIUNDEIU3]1{D WITH SNAKE IN BEAK, srTE NO. 23 

Dimensions over all: 6x6 inches. 

FIG. 65. PIC'rOGHAI'HS OF SYMBOLIC NATURE, SITE NO. 23 

Conventionalized human figure or "(lndlOr," at upper right, paintnd in red; all others, black. 
J)imen~ir!lls of crosshatch, :3% x:F6 inehes. 

(Figs. 61, 6:2, and 61, by cOllrtesy 0/ J. Charles Kelley) 

(Groupings by th~ awhor in Figs. 60, 63, and (5) 
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FIG. 66. PICTOGRAPHS IN RED AND BLACK, SITE NO. 23 
REEVES COUNTY 

1. Serie, of disconnected circles in red. 

2. Line of black dots. 
3. Plallt·lib., figllre (p(>8,ibly corn) ill black. 
4. Black snake·like dement. 
5, Ii, 7. Red figllrtl~ resmnbling ruhhil Klicks;longcs', S .'1/16 inches. 

FIG. 67. PICTOGHAPHS IN BLACK PAINT, SITE NO. 2::1 

1. Concentric elrcles; Oilier diameter, 3 inches. 
2. A pictllre sllgge"r.ive of a bow and arruw. Dimensions, 2xl % indIos. 

FIG. 68. SMALL DESIGNS IN BLACK, SITE NO. 23 

1. Dimensions over all: 5x5 inches. 
2. 2~hl % inches. 

FIG. 69. CONVENTIONALIZED PAINTINGS IN RED SUPERIMPOSED 
ON INCISlm LINES, SITE NO. 24, REEVES COlJNTY 

1. An animal wilh neck and head painted over part of an ineised ol',,,,,,,hatoh design. 
2. A possible conventionalized unimal with tail pllillled across a black dub·like ohject. 

FI(;. 70. SYMBOLIC IJESIGNS IN RED AND BLACK, SITE NO. 24 

1. Prohl'lmal ical figure painted in red. Dimensions: 6x4% inelles. 

2. A rake-I.ik" element ill hlack paint. Dim'll\>;i(ln~: 6x4% jndle'" 
Tlli~ i~ ;;ug;g"'~tive of what Mallcry~7 (JaIls a death cOllnt. 

F.lG. 71. BUJRRED HUMAN HANDPIUNT, SITE NO.2'] 

E«.>Ilgated finger marks, apparently produced hy movement of the painl,sm"ared hand. DimM· 
Si0116: 7x5 inches. 

FIG. 72. PICTOGRAP.HS TN BLACK AND A COMI3lNATION 0]<' BLACK 
AND RED, SITE NO. 24 

]. Dimensioll'" over all, :3.% X21;':' inches. 

2. A p08;;ihle convf:Jltiollu.li"".1 horse and rider. The lower figure is in black and the upper red. 
They probably were painted at different lime~. Dirnen8i()n~, ;J'hx4 ,i'H)hn,. 

B. n<)IJ!\hly circular 'p,,1 of red paint partly enclosed by black lines. Dimension~: 21/~x2inche~. 
4. Prohlcll)alieal desil-\n Pllil\l,,<1 in hlack. Dimen",i<Ill"'; :1~;':'x:Y~ind"". 

(Fif{s. ()(j, 70, 71, and 72 b;y courtesy of J. Charles Kellq) 

(Grollpings by the author in Figs. (iii, 67, 70, and 72) 

:17 Mallery, GarriGk, Pictllre·Wriling 1)£ the American Indians, Fourth Annual Report, Bufea\1 
of AmericunElhoo]ogy, 1882--8.'l, Wu,hin:.\ton, 1884, pp. 124, 144, 146. 

0". cit., Tenth Annual Report, pp. 274, 285. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESlGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 23 

Human. Representations: 
Conventionalized ........................... _ .......... _ ................................... 8 
Square-shouldered ........................................... 1 
TOfso8 ............................................................................................................... 4, 
Heads ",.. . ............................................................................................ 6 
Arms: , 

Downward ................................. ... 1 
Upraised 2 

Armless 1 
Reproductive organs ('r) 2 
Headdresses .................................................................................... _ .. 2 

Hu.man Workmanship: 
Bow and arrow .................. _ ............................................................. 1 
Possible atlatlB. . ............................. 2 .. 
Flag (?) 1 

Lower Li Ie: 
ConventioOlllized animaL.............. 1 
Horse 1 
Thundecrbird ..................................................................................... 1 
Snako .............. "' ................... _ ............................................................. 1 
Fr()g~ "'''. ............. ......... . ... ........ .... 2 
J nseds ........................................................................................................... 3 
Plant (Corn?) ...................................................... _ ..... 1 

Geometric and Srmbolic: 
Horizontal hatchinp; ............................................................. _ .. 1 
Crosshatch ............... ................. ........ ......... 1 
Single circhlS.. . ......... 8 
~onnect€'~1 ci;cles, series 3 .. 
Concentric cIrcles................................. 1, 
Discs ........................... 2 
Zigl.agS ......................................................... "' ........................................ 3 
Lines of dots ........................................... _. ........ ,'j.. 
Anchor.like elements. .. ................................. 3 
Club.like ehmHl'Ilts ............................................................. 3 
Ladder·like e~emenls ........................... ., 
Rllkf~·Jjke Illemelll.................. . ................... 1 
Y·shaped elem/\nt 1 
Water symbols ...................................................................... ,.. ........... 4 
Prohlematical 1 

Tolal .. 

SITE No. 24 

Number Per Cent 

27 

5 

10 

40 

81 

313 

5 

12 

fiO 

100 

The pietographs at thi!l site arc on the wall of a small roek shelter ncar the caprock 
of a mesa. The figures are painted in red and black. Four of the elements are red, 
six black, and three combine both colors. Only 13 design elements appear at 
this site. They are erude and show inferior workmanship as compared to the designs 
at Sites No. 22 and 23. Exc:epl for one painting, that might he interpreted as a 
conventionalized horse and rider, there is no evidence of white contact. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 24. 

Human Representatiuns: 
Hand 

Lower Life: 
Conventionalized animals 

Geom/1lric and Symbulic: 
Rectangle 
Cros~hatch 
Punctate _____ """_" 
Gurvilinear 

""" __ "" _______________ 1 
1 
I 
3 

Disc """_""" _______ ""_""" _______ "" _____ "" ____ " __ " _____ _ " ____ 1 
Cross ________________ " " ___ " """"" """-"""""-"" _ 1 
Rake-like element """" ___ 1 

Total ___ _ 

SITE No. 193 

Number Per Cent 

1 8 

3 23 

9 69 

13 100 

87 

This site, containing abrading marks and petroglyphs, was described by Peabody2R 

as follows: 

"The shelter faces northeast; it rises from a height of three feet at the entrunCe 
and is ten feet deep. The walls and roof are mueh blackened by smoke, which seem;; 
to be of the same age aij the pictographs (petrogiyphs). These consist of innurn .. r. 
able grooves, sometimes parallel, sometimes crossing, and cut to a maximum depth of 
a third of an inch. They may certuiniy be divided into (II) ijharpt:nillg grooves, 
(b) tally marks, (e) symbolic de~igns, (d) unrecognizable fofm8. Under (c) is an 
interesting sun or star with a hollow celllel' and 19 ray"; and IInller (d) a com­
plicated figure (t.urtle) stippled, not cut, so as to appear light 011 the dark rock­
surface." 

It seems probable that there may be some connection between the makers of these 
petroglyphs and those at Site No. 20, Culherson County. 

JEFF DAVIS COUNTY 

Picture-writings in this county are predominantly pictographs. Of six sites recorded, 
five consist of paintings. These are characterized in general by geometric and sym­
bolic figures. 

SITE No. 25 

This petroglyph site was reported in 1923 hy a student at Texas Agrieultural and 
Mechanical College. He stated that the figures were pecked on the sides of exposed 
sandstone boulders located in the southwest part of the county. The site has not been 
visited by a representative of The University of Texas. 

~~Peabody, Charles, op. cit., p. 213. 
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SIT/'; No. 26 

The pictographs are on the wall of a low shelter that faces west and meai;U res 
2lx18 feet. It is just above the nood plane of .\ slllall braneh at its jUl1diol1 with a 
larger ereek. The site is in a fairly aeeessible parl of the mountain range that 
traverses the county. 

More than half (If the shallow midden depos:t in the shelter has been excavated 
by unknown diggers. Melales and manO!', were found on the i;urfaec but ninlwork 
w.ls very scarce. 

The paintings are in red and very dim. 

PLATE LX 

VIEW OF HOCK SHELTEH. SITE NO. 23, REEV ES COUNTY 

Tn the foregrollnd )8 an extensive camp.ite, adjarelll: to the <'reek hank. 

PLATE LXI 

DIM RED PICTOGRAPHS AT SIn: NO. 23 

PLATE LXII 

VIEWS AT SITE NO. 26, JEFF DAVIS COUNTY 

]. The rock shdter. 

2. Dim picLograplHo\ 0)), shelter wall. 

PLATE LXIII 

VIEWS AT SITE NO. 27, JEFF DAVIS COUNTY 

1. One of the piles of ~yenite boulder>; ,,,nong which the small shelters are jocated. 

2. A cireulul' mortar hoI .. u slim"! distal~ce ~()lIlh of tht' pietographs. 
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CLASSJFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE. NO. 26 

Number Per Cent 
Humaft Rcprescftl;ations: 

Conventionalized __ .... ____ .. _____ .. __ .... 

LOUJer Life: 
Frogs (?) ___ . _______ . ___ . 

Geotrwtric and Symbolic: 
Connected circle ........... _________ . ___ ...... _..... 1 
Single circle._._ ... _ ........ _... . ............. ____ .. ____ 1 

~;~:v~fi~:a; .. ::::::_._ .. ::_~:::::::::-::::.------. --------:.-::::: i 
Vertical hatching ... _ .......................... 1 
Punctate ............ __ .. __ .. _._ ............... _._...... 2 
U·shaped element~._ .......... _._. 2 
Zigzag element _. ...... . ......... __ .. _..... I 
Ladder.like ",If!ment 1 
Problematical ............... __ .. _.. . ...................... .1 

Total 

1 

2 

16 

6 

13 

81 

100 

FIG. 7.3. HEADLESS FROG·LIKE PAINTINGS IN RED, SITE NO. 26 
JEFF DAVIS COliNTY 

1. Dimensions: 8%x8 inelo')8; lilies 3/16 inch wide. 
2. Dimensions: 6x4 inches; Hnes .3/16 iudl wide. 

FIG. 74., PROBLEMATICAL PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 26 

L P08sihiy a human repre!;ent.alion. Dimensions: 4%x2:KI illdw$. 
2. Djnumi;ion~: 6xlO inches, lines % ;1I(:h wide. 

FIG. 75. SMALL PICTOGRAPHS IN RED, SITE NO. 26 

1. Curvilinear design, .V6x4% induls. Lines 1M inch wide. 
2. Ladder alld zigzag, 12x6 inches. Lines 1;2 inch wid". ThiK pictograph is much like a petro· 

glyph at Site No.8, Hudspeth Co II Illy. 

FIG. 76. A HUMAN FIGURE GHASPING A BOW, SITE NO. 27 
JEFF DAVIS COUNTY 

An interesting detail is the manner of indicating all ann hent acrO$S the hody. This feature 
jg duplicated in a pietvgraph at Site No. 150, Concho County. Height, 51h inches; color, red. 

FIG. 77. ANIMALS PAINTED IN RED, SITE NO. '27 

1. A conventionalized animal, probably representing the bison. Dimcnsi()n~: 4 V:! xl inches. 
2. A running deer. Dimensiong: 7%xl% in(:he", 
3. A conventionalized animal measuring 7x2 inches. 

FIG. 78. PAINTINGS IN RED, YELLOW, AND BLACK, SITE NO. 27 

I, 2. Ladder-like designs locally kllown a~ It "Navajo bltlIlket," Length, 18 inches. 
3, 4.. Tree·like element and triangle, painted in red. 
5. Oblique hatching with outet line;; in yellow, and inner ones, black. 
6, An UlUlBual combination of design elements, all in yellow except outer line of the rectangle, 

which is red. Dimensions: 16xl2 inche$, 

(Grou.p·ings !J.y the author in Figs. 73, 75, 77, an~ 78) 
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SITE No. 27 

Pictograph!; at lhis site a/'(~ on the roof of Olle sm<\ll sheller <llld the walls of two 
other;,. The ~ite i" located in the mountainous region ne<lt' the south central part of 
the county, alld is t:haraeterized by two huge piles of massive syenite boulders with 
il heig'hl of 80mI' 1.00 feeL. The rock is very durable, hut the paintings thereon have 
been dimmed by wind and sand aetion. 

The sides of a numbl~r of the boulder" lhat rest on thl~ ground have a highly 
polished surface on a P1\!t of their areaH. This polish is in the nature of so·called 
"de8(~rl varnbh"--·an eHed deriving from wind·blown sand-bul j" thought hy some 
Lo have resulted from the repeated use of the 8LolleR for rubbing large hides. The 
polish in certain eases, however, extend~ OVt~r: such a large area as to preclude its 
having been formed in the laller manner. 

The shelter with pictographs on its roof was unsuited {OJ' habitation, it having <l 

sloping stone floor and a low roof. There is !Slight evidence of camp life in the eo(ral 
surrounding this rock pile. The other small ;;helters are ill a sceond pile of boulders, 
H few hundred yards south of tbe first. The /ioors of these shclter~ have shallow 
deposits of midden m,lLeri,,1. Flint r:hips also arc present 011 the surface outside the 
shelters. Some half-dozen eireular mortar holes arc located in a Hat.topped boulder 
a short di~Lan(:e Aoulh of the shelters. 

The painting~ in the first shelter arc in red, yellow, and black. All are very dim. 
The paintings in the other shelter are in a shade of red ranging between American 
vermilion and English Venetian red. 

All the paintings apparently arc prehi~Lorir:. Certain features found here resemble 
some of the older paintings at Site No. 150 in Concho County. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE: NO. 27 

Number Per Cent 
Hllman Representations: 

MUll wilh how. 4 

T,ou1er Life: 
D(ler ........................................ 1 

1 Buffalo ( 't) 
Conventionalized 
Tn)e 

anima 1._. .. 1 

Ceonwtn:c Ilnti SymboUc: 
Rectangles .. 
Tl'iung;l"t> 
Conneeted ()ir<,I(·'~, seric" of 
CUl"vilincm: .. 
Perpe:ndit~lJlar hUI<:hin{.\" 
Oblique hatchinl,l; 
Y.~huped clement ....... _ ... . 
V·shaped eh'I!lM!: 
Banner-like element ....... . 
Ladder-lik<~ e1()me'llt~ 
Clllh·lih element. 

.... _ ................. _ .... _ 1 

2 
2 
1 
,j. 

... 1 
J 

.. 1 
......... _ .... _ .. _. 1 

1 
4 

....... 1 

T(.101 __ ........................ _ .. _._ ......... _ ..... __ .... . 

19 

]7 

79 

100 
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FIG. 79. SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS IN RED, SITE NO. 27 
JEFF DAVIS COUNTY 

93 

The Y·~haped element has a length of 6lh inches. Th" dub·like element may represent 1\ 

rabbit-stick. 

FIG. 80. CURVILINEAH DESIGNS IN RED, SITE NO. 27 

Dimensions: 1, 12x,1 inches; 2, 8)(8 inches; 3, 3x2 .inches; 4,. 8V:!x4 inches. 

FIG. HI. CONVENTIONALIZED IHJMAN FORMS, SITE NO. 29 
JEFF DAVI.5 COUNTY 

Colors: 1, red; 2, orange. 

FIG. 82. A MISSION BUILDING P ATNTED IN RED 

Dimensioll" over ~dl: 14x6% inches. 

(Courtesy 0/ Victor J. Smith) 

.FIG. 83. CONVENTIONALIZED ANIMALS, SITE NO. 29 

Colors: 1, hlack surrounded by white; 2, r(ld. 

Note the projectile shaft in line with the entering arrow. 

(Courtesy oj R. A. Cot/holt) 

FIG. M. DEER PAIN'I'E)) IN RED, SITE NO, 29 

FIG. 85. SYMBOLIC PICTOGRAPHS, SITE NO. 29 

Colors: red, and black bordered with white. 
1. Club-like objects, probahly rahhit ~tick~. 
2. Pipe-like elemelll, ill a~8oeiation with handprints. 
3. Pitchfork-like elements, pO$~ihly r('pl'e~entinp; hunds or clusters of yucca bl"s~(lms. 

(Groupi.ngs by the awhol' in Figs. 79, 110, 11::1, 1.14, and 8,5) 
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SITE No. 28 

Locatcd in the mountains in the southeastern part of Jeff Davis County is a small 
shelter on the wall of whieh are a few handprints and other paintings in red. Thc 
site wa~ reportcd by a loeal (:itizen but has not been visited by a reprcsentative of 

The University of Tcxas. 

SITE No. 29 

Th is site was .6rst reported by Peahody~\I who stated: 

"The ,heltef faces eastward and i~ a natural hollow six feet high lind the game 
in width and depth. It was originally well covered with pictograph8, but a~ th(, ~t1rface 
i8 peeling through seeping and atmospheric influences, many have diHappf:llrcd .... 
'rhe lines arc brownish·red and about half an inch wide. Directly "PPOi;it, .. , faciniJ; 
we~tward, at the base of the same Illountain is a natllral dolman·Hh:.q)ljd "hdter near 
tl work Kite. The pictographs in lighter red emphasize a 'W' motive; this is hardly 
significant, as so Illany of the adjoining lines are obliterated." 

The rock is a durable syenitc like that at Site No. 27. 
The second of thc~e shelters is about 20 feet wide and the same depth, with a 

height of about six feet. There is very little midden deposit in the shelter. The ceiling 
and part of the wall are 5010ke·covered. There are paintings Oll the two "pillars" 
which support the overlying boulder. 

The human handprints illustrated in Plate LXV, 3 arc somewhat unusual. The 
usc of white paint for this purpose is not commoll; a comparable site is No.2, 
EI Paso County. 

Of the 16 handprints at Site No. 29, nine are solid white, four entirely black ~nd 
three black outlined in whitc. The positive prints were made by applying the hand 
after covering it w.ith paint. 

The black prints outlined in while seem to make use of a technique not generally 
employed. A more common practice was to hold the hand to the 8udaee of a soot­
covered wall or ceiling and produce a while margin by scraping away the surrounding 
soot for a distance of a few inehc5. No pa'nt was uscd. In the present ease, however, 
it ~eems that black and whitc paint5 have been employed; the black added to accentuate 
the darkness of the 800t, and the white to make the outline of the hand more con­
(rasting. This use of lwo colon, seems to be the 8ame as that reported at Site No. 48, 
Peeo;; County, Teus. Sitei'; at which thc other technique was employed are No. 53, 
Upton County, and No. 47, Brewster County, Texas. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMEN'rS, SITE NO. 29 

Number Per Cent 
Human Representatioll.!: 

Conventional izcd .................. ............... 6 
HandprInts ........ ... . ............................. 16 22 35 

HUmall Worl,mallship: 
Projectile 1 
Bows (?) ..... ,.......... . ............... _ .. _ ... 2 
Rabbit 8ticks ..... _ .......... _ ............ _ ...................... 3 
Pipe (?) .......... _ .....................................• _ ....... 1 
Mission building ............................................. _ ... 1 8 13 

"(lIbid., p. 214. 
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LQUIer Life; 
Convcntionali~e,d animals ...... 4 
Deer .............. .. ................................. .. .. ................ 2 
Snakes .. .. ' ......................... .. . .................................... 2 
Turkey tracks (?) 
Yucca hJo~~oms ('?) 

....... ....................... 4 
............................. 3, 

C comelric and Symholic: 
Vertical hatching (llumrrarlol\ truuks) 
Y .. shaped ,'lements ........... , ........................... . 

2 
3 

Crossc~ ... .. ............................... .. C) 

Amoeboid figure'S ..................... . 
Cre8cent or moon ................ .. 

. .. 2 
1 

Total ... 

Sm: No. 30 

NUnJllf)r 

15 

17 

62 

Per Cent 

28 

100 

The paintings at this site are located in one of the most. inaccessible, and yet 
most scenic, spots in Texas. It is high in the rugged mountains. in the northeastern 
part of Jeff Davis County, with an elevation of ahout 6,500 feet. 

Thf' ~helter that protects the paintings has a roof some 60 feet high. The area 
formerly oceupied eovers a i>pace apprnx.imatcly 50x20 feet. Nothing more than test 
digging has been done in the shelter. It watl here that Professor Vietor J. Smith 
found a deer scapula on which arc painted designs. 

After examining a specimen of the roek from the shelter wall, Dr. C. L. Baker 
stated: "It is ryolite lava and will last indefinitely. The condition and probable 
age of the pictograph!'> would, thendore, depend on conditions other than the dura­
bility of the stone." 

M:my of the large houlders, as well as parII'; of the lall diff, are covered with grape 
vines. 

PLATE J-XTV 

VIEW OF ONE OJ;' THE SHELTERS, SITE NO. 29, 
.JEFF DAVIS COUNTY 

The painting~ are clc>ll'ly vi~;hle on the w,.ll of tlu. shallow "heltel'. 

PLATE IXV 

PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 29 

1. DI"8;1:11" in rf',j paint. Dimensions, 64'x14indH'~. 
2. Possibly a GOllv\,rltiollalized animal; paint, red; dime'1l8iol1s, 20x20 inehe:;. 
:3. Handprints in white paint; am! in hlack outlined I,y whiw. Dim(>mdons, nym' ,til, 6x5 feet. 

White hands lire 6x5 inci,(,s and blark On(l8 8x6 illches. 

PLATE LXVI 

VIEW OF TALL ROCK SHELTER, PARTLY HIDDEN BY TImES, SITE NO. 30, 
JEFF DAVIS COUNTY 

PLATE LXVIII 

PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. :10 

1. Alternate red and orange stripes covering an area of 8x6 feet. 
z.. Linework in white paint. 
3. A conventionalized head, or loop, in dim red paint. Dimensions, 24xl5 inchc8; line 1% 

inches wide. 
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PLATE LXIV. 
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PLATE LXVn 
THE TALLEST KNOWN PICTOGRAPH IN TEXAS, SITE NO. 30, 

JEFF DAVIS COUNTY 
Heligh!., 18 feet. Tlw eo]or" ~U'~J red, orange, browl!, white and green. The picture' i8 a 

eomp<.>:;.ite, the upper part being very hrilliant, while the paiol. near tho bottom j('j dim. Thi8 
~uggests different ages.. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, S,ITE NO. 30 

H Ulnan Representations: 
Conventionalized 

Lower Life: 
Conventionalized animal. 
BmlCrfli<'l~ ( '() 

C (Wlnelric and Symbolic: 
Vertical hatching .. 
Crosshatch .... 
Puncta!./!' 
Triang.1es ........................ . 
lJ.~loaped c1enHmt::;; 
Fi~un~ eight. dements, ... 
Bridg/l.like dement .... 
Ladde'r .. lik(l elrmr.nt~ 
R,\ke .. likn elmnellts 
Rayed circJ.:'·8 

Total 

......... , ....... , ...... 1 
3 

:) 

. ........................................ 1 
1 

.." ................... 2' 
6 
5 

. 1 
................ .... a 

3 
2 

CULTURAl. RJ<:LATIONS 

Number Per Cent 

23 

4 

29 

56 

41 

7 

52 

100 

99 

A study of the pictographs at Site No. 30 not only suggests a considerable time 
clement, but likewise reveals interesting similarities to certain paintings in other 
sections of the Slate. 

The small blaek paintings show It technique mueh like thal ern ployed in Reeves, 
Edwards, and Heal Counties. As a clasH, they appeal' to belong to the late prehistoric 
and early historic periods. 

The large red paintingH, while differing widely in type5 of de~ignlS, seem to have 
several traits in COmmon with (:~rtHin olles along Lhe Rio Grande near the mQuth of 
the Pecos River. 

Thf' white and green paintingR suggest conneetion8 with the El Paso region. 

A numher of the ,HYHili rcd paintings remirHI one of a elU5S of prehi!Storic paintings 
in the southern Big Bend and lower Peeofl regioll~. Among theRe may he mentioned 
the crude conventionalized dancing figures, sun·ray discs and insect-like figures. More 
research needs to be done, in working out these relations, than the writer has had 
time or opportun ity to do for this nlollogwph. 

PRESIDIO COUNTY 

SITJ<: No. 31 

Th(' pietographs are located on the wall of a shelter that faces Routhwest. The 
shelter is about 100 feet long, overhangs some 30 feet wilh a roof 20 feet high. 
According to Baker the rock is "ryolite tuffbrecda OJ" volcanic ash. It is not very 
durable." 

The paintings are in red and black, in a fair state of preservation, and range in 
size from medium to small. A few of them appear to he much older than the others. 
These are dimmer and have other pictures superimposed on lhem. Some are historic, 

others apparently prt;lhistQri(~. 
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FIG. 86. COMPLICATED 1'1CTOGl{APII IN BLACK, SITE NO. ::10, 
JEFF DAVIS COUNTY 

DillHm~i.on8: 16x7 inches. Dim. N,'ltl' the' U-shapctl elements, resembling cerUdn paintings at 
Site Nfl. 22, Rr",y,,", County. 

FIG. B7. TALL CONVENTIONALIZED llUMAN FORMS, SITE NO. 30 

Color,: rc{l, onUlge, wh i.te and green. 
Djnw"l~ion8: 6x3, feet, will. lines 2 i!lehef;, wide. 

Jo'I.G. 88. HUMAN AND ANIMALISTIC DESIGNS, SITE NO. 30' 

L Dancing figures pain.!.",,! in rtl,a; verry dim" Height, (i, inchn~; line~ :I/" inch wide" 
2. CHlvenliona!ized IIni.mul head, paillwd in gre'en. Diallletf:l', 12: inches. Partly (:ove,!'("! with 

all accumulation or 600t. 

FIG. B9. SYMBOLIC DESIGNS TN RED, SITE NO. 30 

1. A buttrlrfly·Hke figure, 9%x8 inches. 
2. Connected eircl(!~, or douhlr" figUre' eight; 12'x8 inehe~ . 
. '1" Vertical hatching, 6x/(, i",.:lies. 
4,. So-r:(\lled "pok.ladder"; dinwJl,ions, 8x6 inches. 

FIG. 90. PICT'OGHA PHS AT SITE NO .. '10 

J. Pitchfork·like elr,monl in red; 22:x14, inches. 
2. Lad,ler-Iike d~lfIlent in md; 13x6 inches. 
3,. Sun-ray dis,:, painl,'.! while; eli,lm(:!.,'!', 12' inches. 
4,. PnI",·J1.ldder element in red; 6x6 inches. 
5. Sun-ray ,lise in 1".".1; diamcwr, JO inche5. 

FIG. 91. PICTOGRA PlIS IN RED, SITE. NO. an 

1. All unusual design, lneal/y known us "the natural bridge." There is ~\lch a bridge in the 
canyon. Dimensions, 8x] 2 inches. 

2. So.called "house with two gablo,"; possibly represents, a mi.~illn huilding. DimensiOlls: 
20x15 inches. 

FIG. 92:. PICTOGRA PIIS IN wI-un: PAINT, SITE, NO. 30 

The designs all cnmisl or gjmple, 8traight. lines. Dimrn,ions; 1, 12x9 indws; 2, 22x12' illcl1f!s; 
3, 12')( l6 inches; 4" ] 8xlO' ind)es. The lines, vary from % to 1 inch in width. 

FIG. 93. AN INSECT·LIKE DESIGN. SITE NO. 30 

ThA' U-shape,d elem",'f)t is prominent. Painted in rer!. 
Dimen~ions oV(~r all, 12x8 inches, 

(Grouping,. by t.he author in fiss. 881 89, 90, 9', and 92) 
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This site is lcss than 75 miles from the early mission ccntcr across the Rio Grande 
from the present town of Presidio, Texas. Hen<:e it is not surprisjng that some of the 
paintings show European contacts. The first mission in that region was built prior 
to 1670; there were nine missions by 1715, and their inHuence was widespread until 
1783. Hence the paintings of Europeans may be from 150 to 250 years old. 

In writing of this site Peabodiio stated: 

"ItR pictogr<lph~ are quite celebrated. They include a set of fi!(urcs, human and 
not hUllIun, in black; an outlined Greek cross in red; a headless human figure .... 
Many p~lmllel lines in red; six black marks over a small recess; a 8calp-8haped 
figure in hlnck .... a rude arrow in orange, nine horned animals pointin:. the same 
way, and ~O!ne modern initials." 

30Peahody, Charle8, op. cit., p. 2] 5. 

PLATE LXX 

EVIDENCES OF EUROPEAN CONTACTS 
PICTOGRAPHS TN RED PAINT, SITI~ NO.3], PRESIDIO COlJNTY 

L An Indian reprt.:~,.'!OI.ation of'a white' woman. Dlmen~jnns: 9')(.0;, im:hes. 

2. While men, weadng; hats. Not.-) thaI: each ha~ one arm akimbo. Dimensions: 9,,51!l in •. :he's. 

3. An o,!ual-armed ct'o~~ in ti,e Genter of a painted field. Dimcnsions: I6x16 indIO';. 

FIG. 9'4. CONVENTIONALIZED IniMAN FORMS, SITE NO. 31 

1, it Black paint. 

2. Ol.ul.im,,.d in red; heigh I., ]() inches. 

4,,5,6. Heel paint. 

FIG.9S. A HERD OF CATTLE OUTLINED IN RED PAINT, SITE NO. 31 

Dime:ns'jolls runge from Bx4 to 16x6 inches. 

FTG. 96. CONVENTIONALIZED ANIMALS AND SEHPENT PAlNTlm IN RED, 
SITE NO. 31 

Dimensions of No.1, 15xfl inches. 

rIC. 97. GEOMETRIC AND SYMBOLIC PICTOGRAPHS, SI'I'J<: NO. 81 

Col'.Ir~.: 'I., alternate red and hhlck; others, red. Projec·IiI'J point witll attached Gonl (No. :\.) 
has a tOlal length of 12: inche8. 

FIG. 98. PICTOGRAPHS IN RED AND YELLOW, ~:rrE NO. 180, 
PRESITlTO COllNTY 

Th .. ,,~.l' paintlng~ are COIHHlcted in sllch mannCl' as to Sllggcst a rec()1'(1 of ~",ne, incident. The 
animal at upper left ~,f:ems to' he a hi~on. Dimcmions OWl' all, 36x14, inehe~. 

( All groupings by the author, except in Fig. 98) 
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An interesting feature illustrated in Plate LXX, 2 is the placing of hands on the 
hips, Charl!wo.ix:1I makes the following COJnnl!~nl regarding this posture: 

" ..• When there are any French, ... they ~et i.lH<ir arms akimho, or their hands 
upon their hips, to distinguish them frum Ihe ~avagll:; whom they represent with their 
arms hanging down. This distinction i:; 1101 j!\lrely urhilTary; it proceeds from these 
people having ohserved that the French of len pili I.hcmselvns in this posture, which 
is not used among them." 

In most cases, as will be shown in Part V of this paper, ar.ms when so plaecd 
arc on Europeans. There are, however, a few exceptions. (See discussion of Site 
No. 180, this counLy, and No.6, Hudspeth County.) 

With regard to headless figures Charlevoix says: 

"There were two figures of men withoul heads and some entire. The first denoted 
the dead lInd the second the prisoner.~." 

3'Charlevoi.x, Piene, 'fnlvel$ Through Canada and Loui8iana to the Gulf of Mexioo, It Goadby, 
London, 1763, p. 304. 

PLATE LXIX 

THE. SHELTER AT SITE NO. 31, PRESIDIO COUNTY 

Tlwtf' lire a few paintings scattered along I.ho entire lelllgth of the wall. 

PLATE LXXI 

PICL'OGRAPHS, IN RED, SITl~ NO. :n 

1. Buffalo or lon~horn cow; di)TIE,nsiolls, lOx5 inches. 
2. Convl:,nt.iollalizcd human and "Ially marks." 
3·. Human figure. 
rI·. PerpClndicular hatehing. 

PLATID r..XXTI 

VIEW OF SHELTER AT SI'r!':, NO. IRO, PltESIDIO COUNTY 

The man is examining piel.ographs. Note the rough surface of the rock. 

PLATE LXXTTT 

PICTOGRAPHS IN RED PAINT, SITE NO. 180' 

Human figures with parallel zigzag lines helween. 

PLATE LXXIV 

UNlJSlJAL PICTOGRA PI-IS IN RIm, SITE NO. 180 

These fiA"Ure:8 are' ~ugl-\estivc of conventionalized animal helads. Note tht! dim parallel zigzag 
over wldeh the heads. wel'll Jlaintcd. DimensiolJs, 22x6: .inchcE. 
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3. PLATE LXXI. 

PLATE LXXIV. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 31 

lluman Representatiuns: 
Conventionalized 
Europeans .. _ .................. "".". "."" ... . 

8 
______ 3 

11 umrlll 11'/ urkmanship: 
Projectile points""" __ " ...... ________ .... _",, .... __ .. ,,_ 5 
Projectile ___ " ...... ___ :_ .. : .... _ .. _" .. ____ " .. _" .... ,, ____________________ " ____ " .. _ .. ,," _____ 1 
Ilo(js or axe's (?).. I). 

Ornament ('() I 

Lower Life: 
Canle _" .. 
C(lnventionlllized 
Serpent 

" .... "" " .. " .......... _" 9 
animals" ____ ,, _" ___ " _____ " .. _____ ,, .. ________ 2 

1 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
~</ua:~6 and rcctanglcs,, __ ,,_ ...... _ .... ________________ .. "_ .. ___ ,,_,, 8 
CurvIlmcar ___ "" .. ___ .. "_,, ___ ,, .. ____ .. _...... 1 
Trianglfl __ _______ 1 
Vtlrtilial hatching"",, ______________ ,, _______________ .... ______ "" 6 
Horizontal hatching .. _ .......... " .. _ .. "".. "...... 2 
Punctato"" .. __ .. ___ ".... ___ ,, ___________ ,, __ 1 
Amoeboid 4. 
V·shaped elements ...... ____ .. __ .. " __ ,, ...... ____ .. ,,_ .......... ,, __ 2 
Sphe<re or houlder...... 1 
Cross _____ _ _____ ,,_,, _____________ ,, ____ ,, __ ,,___ 1 
Problematical ______________ " __ ,, " I 

Total __ " 

SITE No. 32 

Number Pe~' Cent 

11 18 

11 18 

12 19 

28 45 

62 100 

This petroglyph site, located in the notlhwest part of the county, waS reported to 
the writer by E. B. Sayles. He states thal it iii an extensive site, with many figures 
peeked into the table.like surface of sandstone. Most of them are conventionalized. 
The carvings have not been studied by u University of Texas party. 

SITE No. 33 

This pictograph site, also, was reported to the writer by E. B. Sayles. It is located 
on a tributary of a small creek in the south central purt of the eounty. The paintings 
are on the wall of the shelter. The site has 1I0t been studied by a University of Texas 
representative. 

SITE No. 34 

A local amateur first l'epOI'ted this site, located ill the southeastern part of the 
county, as having many cleat' paintings. The landowner, however, knows of only 
one location on his ranch where paintings are found. At thal place, he states, is 
Olle handprint, and a sword·like painting in red. The site has not been visited hy 
a representative of The University of Texas Anthropology Department. 

SITES No. 35 AND 36 

These sites, located in the southeastern parl of the county, arc reported as having 
pictographs on the walls of shellers. They have not been visited by anyone from The 
University of Texas. 
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SITE No. 37 

Frank Mills, a former Texas Ranger, reports many paintings at this site, located 
near the Rio Grande in the southeastern part of the county. He states that pot­
sherds are present in the midden deposit in the cave. The site ha!;; not been studied 
by anyone from The University of Texas. 

Sm, No. 180 

The pictograph site consists of two small overhanging ledges, one of which had 
been inhabited and contains a shallow midden deposit. Between the two shelters is 
a small spring. According to C. L. Baker the rock is "a good durable, fine grained 
lava, but spalls off." 

FIG. 99. DANCING FIGURES AND TE.PEES, SITE NO. 180,. PRESIDIO COUNTY 

The con ventional i~ed human fignres are 3 in(;he~ in height. The tepee-like triangles arc 5 

inches ill height. Color, red. 

FIG. ]00. VERY DIM RED PAINTINGS, SITE NO. 180 

Crosshatch, zil,lzags, chevrons, and punctate decor'llium; ,lrn here comhined. Fewkes il :l states 
that eflf\.(lin <:lwvron·like deme'nt~ Tepn'~,<nl trach of mountain ~hccp. 

FIG. 1OJ. HUMAN REPRESENTA'I"IONS IN RED AND n:CLOW, SITE NO. 180 

Three of the 8 figures have one arm akimbo and the other lllll~tretched. Dimensions range 
from 5x3 to ] 3x(j .inches. Colors: 2, yellow; others, red. 

FIG. 102. T.ADDER, ZIGZAG, AND CURVILINEAR m:SIGNS, SITE NO. 180 

Colors: 1, 3, 5,. 6, 8, red; 2" 4., 7, yellow. 
Dimfln:;iolH;·: 1, lOx4, inches; 2,3x2 incIH'",; il, Bx1· Inches; 4". 3x2 inches; 5, Ilx6 Inches; 6, Ilx4 

inohes; 7, 8x5in<:IIP";; Il, 15x2.% im:hcs. 

FIG. ]0,'1. TRJANGIJLAR AND IlOUHGLASS-SHAPEn ELEMENTS, S.IT.I.~: NO, 180 

ThtJ forming of a large triangl() from a number of smaller (1110,,, is a feature also found at Site 
No. 40, Brewster C,}tlll!y. Dimens';'lTls: 1, (jx6 inches; 2:, 6x5 im:he':,;; 3, 6x1, inches; 4., 3x3 inches; 
5, Ilx6 iIH:IH~'; 6, 12xlO incheH. Colors: 1, 2, 3" yellow; 11" (111<1 6, red; 5, the oul.lr part yellow and 
the inner parf re',!. 

FIG, 104 .. PICTOGRAPHS IN In:U AND YELLOW, SITE NO. 1f10 

1,6. U.shaped elemenlH common at thi~ ,ii'" 
:-1.,8. Forms of thH ero"" frequ.mtly found at historic git<:s. 
5. A variation from the u~ual tY]Je of 1.igzag line, It may "ymllOJize ligbtning. 
7,9, Amoeboid dements, 01' Hplotches of paint. 
10. A houle-shaped .. l(,men! sllgge~t.ive of an curtlmnwul'<l wUle1~ botll,.". 
11. A possible conventionali:ted atlat!' 
12. A conventionalized group of 5 hl1ildillg~ prohahly representing mi"ion,"" Dimensions: 

22xlO inches. At La J IIllta, aero •• the Rio Grande and some 25 [llil",. distant, were 9 Spanish 
missions. 

13, A row of chev1·,m·like elernerl\~ ~omctim(;s referred to as trucks of mOllntain sheep. 
14. A conventionali~ed snake or fi(!-called plullle'd serpent. Dimensions,] !lx:-l. inches. 

(All groupings by the author, excc:pt in Pig. 100) 

:l:l F'ewkes, J. W., op. cit., pp. 1-11. 
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The paintings are in red and yellow. 
It will be noted that the two figures in Plate LXXIII wear feather~ in the hair, 

thus labeling them ail Indians. Despite this fact, an arm of each is akimbo. This 
posture irs said to be used in picture-writing only for the representation of Europeall~. 
Sinee there is evidence of mission inHuenee at tlw siLe, one might expect to find u 
mixture of white and Indian traits. 

Parallel zigzag lines sueh as illustrated in Plate LXXIII are called by Steward"" 
girls' puberty paintings. 

CLASSIFICATION OF LEGIBLE DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 180 

Hliman Representations: 
24, Conventional ize.I _ 

Feather hcaddrc~~e6 
Position 0 r arms: 

..... __________ . ____ ._ 11 

Outstretched __ _ 
Downward 
Upraised 
Akimbo 

Fiwnan If; orkmal!ship: 
Mission hu ildingf' __ . ____ .. 
Earthenware hottle (?) 
Hafted ax (?) ___ . ________ . ______ ._ 

Lower Mfe: 
Conventional ized animal heads ... _____________ _ 
Buffalo (?) 

14 
3 
1 
6 

1 
1 

,'l 
1 

Plumed serpent 
Conventionalized serpent _ ... 

_____ . ____ .. ___ .__ 1 
.__ 1 

GeQ~~etric and Symbolic: 
1 epee~ . ______ . __ .. ___________________ .. 
Triangular clements 
Perpendieular ha\.<:hing 
Series of chevrons._ ..... 
Zigzags: 

Single 
Set 
Parallel _________ . ______ . __ _ 

Hourglass-like elements 
U·shapecl c·,lmnents ___ _ 
Lozenges or diamond, 
Series of p,,,,dant triangles 
Di$('~ _____ . ___ . _____ _ 
Ladder-like element" ______ ._ 
AmoeJ.oicl figures_. ___ .. 
Ham-shaped elements (trophy or (:hase) 
Curvil illear elements 
Crosses __ ._ _ ______ ._ .... ___ . 
Spade-like .llemcnt 
Horizontal bllnel Ii ne _________ .. _ 
Crosshatch ________________ , ... ___ .... ______ .. __ .. 
Pun~tate _____ .. _._ .. _., 

Total ____ _ 

SITE No. 181 

16 
10 
7 
7 

.5 
1 
2 
6 
5 
4 
:.1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
:.1 
1 
1 
I 
1 

Numher Per Cent 

59 3fl 

7 5 

6 4 

82 sa 
154 100 

The pictographs at this site are located several .miles across the moun Lain from 
Site No. 180. The paintings are on the wall of a large sheller. The plaee was reported 

o~Sleward, Julian H., op. cit., p. 203, Map 26. 
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by Henry Schutze of Marfa, who states that there arc about 100 handprints, a few 
coneentric eirdes, a man shooting with a bow and arrow, and a few other designs. 
Most of the paintings are in red. 

They have not been studied by a representative of The UniversiLy of Texas. 

SITE No. 182 

The pictographs were reported by Walter MuyGeld of Valentine as ht'ing on the 
wall of a small shelter, in an inan:ef;:;ible canyon, ill the northwestern part of the 
county. According to his statement, the paintings are in red, rew in number, eons.ist 
of parallel zigzags, concentric cireles, convenlionalized anilnals and men, and a 
swastika. The latter design is rare in Texas pi.dographs. The painting;; have not 
been studied by a University of Texas representative. 

SITE No. 18.3 

The few pictographs at this site were first reported 10 the writer by a local amateur. 
In 19::12 Mansfield and Boardman/' in r~potting on nitrate deposits, made mention 
of the pietographs. Their statement is as follows: 

"The rock in the immediate vicinity ... i;; igneous, une Ilrained and dark, and 
is tentatively classed as a hasalt. Just above I.he IJl'()~PI;".'t cave there is a natural cave 
Ihat at one time Was, in all probability, an old Indian camp. On the wall an; ligures 
in fed paint; and the /Ioor of the cave contains black dirt, presumably tlw ashes 
from old camp fires Ilrixed with other camp nof""e containing a large perccntage of 
ofganic matter. In many place>; the walls arc covered with a black tar·lik" ;;111111 as 
much as a quarter of an inch thick." ... 

The amateur who reported the site tells of finding some 300 projectile points in 
the midden deposit in the cave. His statem~llt regarding the painting~ indi(;ate~ that 
there is a handprint and a few other dim designs. The loeation has not been visited 
by a representative of The University oJ Texas. 

SITE No. 184. 

Pictographs on the wall of the shelter were reported by a local <lmatcur. The site 
is in the south central part of the county. According to the report, there are only a 
few I~aintings. One of these represents a man on a horf;c. The pielure is .in hl(l<:k and 
about nine inches high. The other .... paintings are dim. 

Concerning thi8 site, Peabody:<" writes: 

"The shelter fllcc' northclloIW(ln! and is black wilh ~moh,. Red pict.ollraphs, in 
parallel and convl;'rging lines and lri(mgle5, adorn it; SOIllH of them combine to form 
II resemblance to the modern Comanche 8ign for 'farewell' (on the testimony of 
Wellington Glaze, who, us a cowb •• y, has had experience here). Nearhy is a cut or 
~tipplcd h1l1llan face or skull, through the upper jUlI't of which is drawn a red line. 
A few paces to the south is another small sholter, and near it on the rock a figure 
in red of an arrow pointing upward." 

The paintings have not been studied by anyone from The University of Texas. 

~4Mallsfield, G. R., and Boardman, Leona, OJ!. cit., pp. 80-83. 
u1;Peabody, Charles, op. cit., p. 214. 
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CHIHUAHUA, MEXICO 

Due to their proxirnity to the Texas border, it is thought pertinent to report certnin 
petl'og\yphs from the northern part of Mexico. 

Srn: "C" 

The pctroglyphs are not far south of the tip of the Texas Big Bend. They were 
reported by E. C. Niebuhr, formerly a Rludenl: technician with the United States 
l\',l\innal Park Service, in the Chiso~ Stale Park. The petl'oglyphs are pecked into the 
limestone of the vertical eanYOll wall. MOAt of them arc at heights ranging from one 
to six feet. Some, however, are much higher. Weathering has damaged some of the 
figures. 

Adjacent to the petroglyph:;; iiS an exten,;ive campsite aeeompanied by a numher of 
very large, deep, circular mortar holes. 

PLATE LXXV 

PETROCLYPJ-IS AT SITE "C," CUlllUAllUA, MEXICO 

1"loi_ i" a ~Iriki"g. iIlll"\rntion of the manner in which piet.ure-wTitings sometimes are' super­

imposed. Note the human hand and fonI.Jlrinl.~, the' r:lnurl and rain ~;ymbol, and thel connected 
circles. 

(Courtesy 0/ E. C. Niebuhr) 



(Courtesy oj E. C. Niebuhd 

PLATE LXXVI 
PETROGLYPHS AT SITE "C." CHIHUAHUA. :\lEXICO 

Note the conventionalized human figure, hand, sun-ray disc, concentric circles and punctate decoration. 

PLATE LXXVII 
OTHER PETROGLYPHS AT SITE "C" 

Note the conventionalized human figure, bear track, zigzags, connected circles, connected dots and U-shaped element~. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF LEGIBLE DESlCN ELEMENTS, SITE ;'C" 

Human. R«Tlre.~cnt(lti.()ns: 
ConvcntionaH,ed .... 
Position of arms: 

Upraised .... 
O\lt~tl.'etched 
Downward 

H(lnrh: 
Right .. 
Left 
Convtlnl.ional ized 
Six·fingered 

Feet ............... . 

Lower Life: 
Conventionalize,] animal 
Animal pelt 
1<'r01-l8 
Lj~ard 
Birr! tracks 
Spide.r~ 
Serpents: 

PI Ulncd 
Other ............ . 

Geometric and Symboli(:·; 
Cirde:;: 

9 

3 
:) 

3 

5 
!i 
2 
1 
:~ 

I 
] 

2 
1 
2 
2 

2 
S 

4 Concenl.d" 
Sinl-lle 
ConneN,~d 

. ........................... It 

Connected concentric 
Connected disc8 .'. 
Series of loz('llges ........................ . 
Re(;ta.nglt)~ 
Square .......... . .......................... . 
Equul·armed ero,"(1~ 
Punctate designs 
Curvilinear clement •... 
V cl'lk/!I line. 
Zigzags 
U·all<lpe.d elemel1ls 
y ·shaped el'~ment8 
Rak(~I.like e.Jemel1l. 
Ladder·like dement 
Cloud and ruin symbols ......... . 
Sun·ray disl'. 

Tolal 

9 
1 
1 
1 
:1 
1 
2 
7 
4-
4 

10 
11 
2 
I 
1 
2 
2 

Numher 

16 

70 

120 

Per Cent 

28 

13 

59 

100 

POSSIBLE CULTtI[{AL R[,LATlONS, Srm "C," CHili [JAHlJA, MEXICO 

113 

The petroglyphs at this sit~ have a numh~r of points in common with the pecked 
figures at Sites No.4, alld No. l.l, Hudspeth County, Texas. Among these similurities 
are the realistic handprints, footprints, zigzags, connected circles, dl)ud and rain 
symbols. 
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FIG. 106. PRF:HISTORlG AND IlISTORTG PAINTINGS, SUg NO. 38, 
BRE,WSTER COUNTY 

Dimensions: 1, 9%x8% inche~; 2:, 6x7 inche~; 3, 4%x2,% im:hcs,; 1" 5x.3% ,in,chcs; 5, 5xlt.:Xi 
inche$; 6, .3,~~x2 indl("~. DiamNe" of tht) di~r. i~ 1 % inches. 

FIG. 107. HUMAN, ANIMAL, AND SYMBOLIC DESIGNS, srm NO. 38 

N()I.c' the projectiles In th.) man's haml (No.3). 

Dimensions: 1, 7%x6 inches; 2" 7'Y1x5% inches; 3, 1O%x5 inche8; 4., 1,%x1.%, il),chcs; 54"'.6x4 
inches; 6, 6x2' irl(,:he~; 7, 1<1,%)(8% indUeS. 

FIG. ]08. SYMBOLlC DESIGNS, SITE NO. 38 

The representation of a mission has dimen8ioll$ of 81;ix6l;l itl(:heil. The date of this painting 
probably is b("tw~en 1700 and 1800 A.n., during: which thue the Spanis,h rnis~ion8 were active at 
La JUrlta. 

FIG. 109. CONVENTIONALIZED HIJMAN FIGURES IN ACTION, SITE NO. 38 

1. P,!inl,,,d in TP,d will. an ,.'range ,lis,e, above: tlll'lI head, Imd a retl dise slightly higher. Possihly 
a repI'csentation of a snake dance. Dimensions: 5'V2x5%, inche8. 

2. HUlnan fig;lIm W<luring f,juther 110'(1.1<1"",,, and grasping a shield in one' hand. Dimen8ioll~: 

7%.xS,1;2 inches. Painted in red. 

FIG. no. HUMAN REPRESENTATIONS AND SYMBOLIC FIGUHES, SITE NO. 38 

I. A po~hive print oJ th", left hand. L,eng;lh, 9' inr:hcr;. 

2. Hum,on figure, l'I.,.:ompanied hy (I, hum (II' other possi.ble trophy of the eha,e. Dimell8.ion8 

over all, 8x6% .inehes. 

3. Figllre with arm, upraised, in an utt.itud" of 8upplication. Dimen8ion8: I 0 1/~,,(i, .jllchi!~. 

FIG. 111. HOMAN AND SYMBOLIC I~EPRESENTATIONS, SITE NO. :18 

1. Elongated human figur!" wilh ~t"ne 01' "rlu:'l' ohject in ont;' hand. Height, 14V, inch':8. 

2. Crudely drawn human head. Dimemiolls: 3'x29i .im:hc,. 

3. Sun, tli,.r:. Diarrl(~ter; 2, inches. 

4. A shapeless" problematical figure. Length: 8 inches. 

(Courtesy of Victor 1. Smith) 

(Groupings by the (lu,thor) 
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A notioeable difference, however, is the absence at Site "C" of mountain sheep, 
which are abundant at Sites No. d, and No. 11; and projedile points, numerous 
at Site No. 11. The human figures of the lwo regions likewise vary quite a bit in the 
method of representation. 

There is a shniluriLy between the technique of the long, narrow, conventionalized 
human hands appearing at Site "C" and those pecked into the wall of a shelter nl Site 
No. 190, Loving County, Texas. 

BREWSTER COUNTY, TEXAS 

SITE No. 38 

Near the southwestern edge of the county is a rock shelter on the wall of which are 
a number of pictographs. The site was first reported, in published form, by Vic:tor J. 
Srnith:1fI in 1923. Mr. Smith illustrated a numher of the paintings and discussed them 
in connection with other pictographs of the Big Bend region. 

In 1932 Mansfield and Boardman,:l7 in reporting on nitrate deposits, gave a hrief 
discussion both of the shelter and the paintings. The following is quoted from the 
latter source: 

"The rock:, .•. are igncolls and have been determined by E. S. Larsen, (of the 
Geological Survey, as soda rhyolitc. The bluff is approximately 450 feet high and 
hangs; over enough to protect its lower part from rain and running water. Large 
hlocks have hroken down from the sides and have formed re()e~~es or half-caves at the 
shl(ls of the blulT nell!" the basco These rece~8CS have apparently made very de~il·ahle 
den:; for animal!; and may have been used by 1ndi.an8. The ground at t.he foot of the 
hh,cr hOIe ii; black with ')rganic maUer, made up largely of camp refn:;e and anirllal 
nX'~I'Cl.a, and the rock wall. is ornamented with figures made with red paint, eommonly 
supposed to he the work of Inrlians. The excellent sllring of water and the overhang­
ing bluff no douht made an atlraer.ivtl campsite for the Indians, and the amount of 
organic matter now .in sight at the foot of the bluff implies that tha locality was 
very popular." ..• 

3r.Smith, Victor .T., Indian Pictographs of the Big Bend in Texa~, Publication of Texas Folk-Lore 

Society, Vol. n, AII"tin, 1923, pp. 18-:30. 
lJ7.i\1um;r.eld, G. It, and Boardman, Leona, op. cit., pp. 55-57. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 38 

Human Representations: 
Square·shouldered 
Phalli(: 

.. ". 1 
.................................... '" 1 

2 Moulltcd men .. 
Dancing figure 
Arms: 

.. .. ...................................... 1 

Downward 6 
Olltstretched 3 
Uprai~ed 4 

Headless .... ............................. 4, 
Head only. ........................ 1 
W (larIng headdress ................ 3 
l'ositive handprint. ........ ............................. 1 
Three·fingered hand ...................... 1 

Human W'orkmanship: 
Weapons: 

Projectiles ................................ "" ....... 3 
A,a.8 ..................................................................... 3 
Clubs ..... ........ ................ 3 
Shield (?) .................................................... 1 
St.one 1 

Conventionalized implements 3 
Mission b\,nding .I 

Lower Life: 
Convent.ionalized animals ....... 9 
Horse (?) 1 
Bison en ............................. 1 
Deer or elk ............................... 1 
Snuke:; ....... . ................................... 3 

Ccometric and Symbolic: 
Rectan!;lc 
Triallg,',lar design .......................................... . 
Pendant t.rillllgles, series of 
Oblique hatching ........................... . 
S illl,( lee i r(:1e ........................................................... . 
Concentric cireles ..... . 
Curvilinear 
Amoeboid figures 
Numeration dots, series of ... . 
~J.unct.lIl.e ..... .. ...................................... . 
Zlgr.Ug ..... ' .. '.'.,"" "" ... ' ........ " ..... " ~~"" ."" ... "" .. ""."~ .. ~ 
V,shaped clmncnl:~ ................................... . 
Anchor·like c.lement ._ .. __ ._-_ ... _. 
Speclack·like ..,Iom"nt .................. . 
Trophy of t;ha~<) (harn?) ................. . 
Sun·my disc 
Equal·armed erog~ 
Problematical 

Total 

SITE No. 39 

2 
1 
1 
2 
4 

17 
II 
1 
I 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
~, 

Number Per Cent 

28 26 

IS 14 

15 14 

50 46 

108 100 

117 

The small shelter, located ncar the northwest corner of the county, was reported 
by Vietor J. Smith, in Archaeological Circular No.2 of SuI Ross State Teachers 
College, Alpine. One of the outsta'nding fealures of the O1ile is the mass of abrading 
marks and crisscross lines appearing on the wall of the sheller. 

The shelter has not been vi5ited hy a representative of The University of Texas. 
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FIG. 112. ANlMALISrlC DESIGNS IN RED, SITE. NO. ,38, BHEWSTER COUNTY 

Dimcmiol1s: 1, 7x:.l% inches; 2, 6x:3V:iiJl(:h(:o;; il, 6,1jt x4.% inches. 

FIG. 1);3. CONVI~NTlONALIZED ANIMALS AND EQlJAL-AHMED CROSS, SITR NO. 38 

Dimensions; 1, 2%x21ti, inches; 2, 4.](:1 inches; 3, lOx7% Inches. 

FIG. 1]4,. GEOM]~TRIG AND SYMBOLIC DESIGNS, SITE NO. 3f! 

FIG. llS. GURVJTJNEAH AND SNAKE.LIKE ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 38 

1. /)irn\)nsiotll-; over all; 7)1.5 inche". 

2. Length: 11 inches. 

FIG. 116. SMALL PH.::rOGJlAl'llS .1 N RED, SITE NO. 38 

1. SquanHiwu]dcn:tl illln1(Ul figllre; Il()ight: 8 inches. 

2. Zi!ly.ag, 6 inches long. 

3. Trianguhll' dc"ign. l)illlt'lI,iolls: 6x12. inch!'s, 

FIG. 117. SIJPERIMPOSED PIC'l'OGRAPH AT SITE NO. as 

Apparently U cOllvellli.JUulized animal was, fil'~1. painted. DVe1' U part of it was n(:'xt painted a 
dn:ulal' design alld un tltat tlte h)wer part t)f a Iturnan figure:. 'rile !:ompof;il.t" picllu'c thus gives 
tlw "I')H:aran(:!)' of a human liglll'o ;;tS,I.l"idfl Ih/:I animal. 

(l'if.rs. 11211 Ii, conrtl'8Y oj Vi.:lor .r. SlItith) 

(Croupings by the aUlhor) 
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SITE No. 40 

At Sile No. 4.0 are both pieLognlphs and petroglyphs. They are locuted at a spring, 
just south of a line of hills, in the southwestern part of the county. Ncar the 
picture.writing is an open campsite, in which arc circular mortar holes, Oakes from 
flintwork and a few stone artifacts. There ilS more flint here than at many of the 
other sites in the region. 

Petroglyphs 

The petroglyphs are on andesite houlders of u dull brick-red color. Some of the 
peeked lines are fairly deep, while others arc quite shallow. They afe located on 
18 boulders, scattered over a distance of about a quarter of a mile. Some of 
the rocks have on them only a few fIgures; others arc covered for spaces as large as 
12x4 feel. A feature worthy of nole is the absence of realistic animal or human 
ligures. There are a few highly conventionalized human figures; hut, in the main, the 
pictures consi,;t of geornetri(: designs, somj~ of which the local ranchmen designate 
as "cattle brands." 

Pictographs 

The pietographs are confined to a single group of houlders and are locatcd 011 the 
lower side of a largc halall(:ed rock that forms a small shelter. The paintings are 
geometric, consisting chiefly of eirdes and triangles. 

"'IG. 1.0.'1. HT·;ADLESS UllMAN FIGUIH\S PAINTED IN lmn,. SITE NO. 38 

FIG. lIS. ABRADING MARKS ON WALL OF SrIELTE.R, SITE. NO, 3~, 

BREWSTER COllNTY 

(Courtesy of Victor]' Smith) 

PLATE LXXVIII 

CIRCULAR MORTAR HOLES IN BOllLDIms AND BEDROCK, SITE NO. 40, 
BREWSTER COllNTY 

1. Boulder contaillil1~ a well shaped mortar hole, worn into the stone prior to itH ovcrturn. 
2. Mortar holes. arranged .in triangular r(>I'Il!. One end of til." pestle shows evide,nce of use. 

PLATE LXXIX 

l'ETIWGLYl'HS l'ECKED ON TIlE I~ACE OF HOlTLDERS, SITE NO. 40 

1. One of the out~tanding groups at thc site. Near the upper center i8 II design suggestive of a 
human figum. Another is at the e.xlr<eme )"rl:. 

2. Dim IJCltrogly"hs, IIlmost obliterated by weathering of the ~tone. '11leir condition slIgge<sts 
(~()nsidorable age. 
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PLATE LXXX 

GEOME'rRIC AND SYMBOLIC PETHOGLYPHS, SITE NO. 40<, BREWS'I'EI{ COIINTY 

1. Com:clltric cin:!.,,,,. zigZ<lAS, and prohl("11at.kal desig,lIs. 'fw() of them un, "1I,ggl~~t.ive of 
9na"e~. T1\('~I" figul'es. have been. very liule, eroded. 

2. A well pre8el'ved dl',ign sllgAe~tinp; a eIHll,.II""".! IHlIlIan lIlId animal figure. Ilei!-\"I, 21 i"(:\,,,"; 
width of lines, % to :xl, inch. 

PI.A TE LXXXI 

l'E'fROGLYPliS PECKED IN ANDE,"i,I,TE BOlJLDERS, SITE NO. 40 

1. Sun di~cs and !\ "-pid"',r.like design. 
2. Pecked ligures ulmost ob'lit"Tal(,d by w,':athering. Since IhflY have ahout the suwe (,xposure 

HI; tho ,,1.11..,1' petroglyph", it &eelll~ thut 11.1,'",,' 1Il''"t 1,,) older. Note the' dim projectile at the 
IIPIlI)r (!nlltm'. 

:I. Slightly curved or ~igzag lim:~ eornrnOlI to the Rite. 

-1 •• A eomp,licllted group of peeked figures in a good Hittle of pre,ervatioll. 'rl,,·, group is 

rdll!'r."tl I, .. Slomotimes as a map of 1.1"" region. The ce'ntral. ('gun" ~uggesl" a conventionalized 
animal. L'''Ilglh of figure,. 28 ilwhes. 

PLATE LXXXl.I 

OTHER PKfROGLYI'HS AT SITE NO. 40 

1. A group of peeked Jesigllsralll-led ahollt (:ro~"linel;. The feamre of having illt.l!rscctJng 
linp.," through the center of !\ grnllJJ i, common at. this site. The ,(:roll·like clOlnents 80nwlimtti 
are elllled Wall;lr 8ymbols. 

2. A simple pt:'ckpd figll.l't!I; IlOsiiiblya conventionali?:ed atlatl 

FIG. ]200. DIM PAINTINGS IN RED, SITE NO. 40> 

1. A so·called dowl ,ymllOl. 
2. An unusual design, possihly reprl"enting a shield. Df,coratt:'d with pendant triangles and 

l.ig~ug lim:'", Dimensions: 15xll inches. 
Two dim prints of tl"j right hand aI"'. lo"at"d ju.,t heneath the cirnular d':>lign ill No.2. 

FlC. 122. PICTOGRAPIIS AT SITI-;. NO. 4,1, RREWSTEH COUN'rY 

The8!: figlln'~ are ~ugg.~~tive of e"rlain pielogl"aphs, at Site No. 150'. COlwh .... COUnly, Texas. 
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CLA.sSlt."ICATlON OF TRACEABLI'; DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO, 10 

Human R(!PN!S(;n.llllions: 

Convenli'Hlltiizud figure.> 
CUlIvl.'lll.i(malized hand 
With hellddre~~ ... 

lilt/nan Workmanship: 

P)':TIlOGLY PHS 

6 
1 
1 

Projectile ....................... '[ 
Projectile point . ........... ..................... I 
Po~s.ihle allat] ... .................. 1 

Lower Life: 
Conventionalir.ed ",lillll).I .............. .. 
Snake~ ................ . 
Plumed or horned scrpcnl8 ... .. 
Hnrned frog ........................ . 
Spiders ('r i 
Bird track 

Geometric an.d SymboUc: 
Perpendi,:ular hatchinw; 
Oblique hatching 
Vertical hand line 
Horizontal band lines 
Singl" circles 
Conneei.ed drcles . 
Cnncentrie cin:l"" 
Bisected ,:ircle .. 
Curvilinear 
Connected dols ................. . 
Scrolls 
Zigzags ..... . 
Equal·armed cro"eR ............. . 
Other crosses ............. . 
Pitehfnrk·likc elements 
Rake·.like ",kmen! 
Y."haped eiellwllts ..... 
Sun·ray di~cs 
Cloud and ra in sYll1hol~ .. 

Tot.al 

liuman Repr«S('nl.lJtions: 
Right haml (positive prints) 

Hwnan Workman.lhip; 
Possible ohieId 

Geol1wtric and Symbolic: 
Single triangle:; 
Zigzags 
l'(,ndant lriangllls 
Cloud syrnhol .... 
Concentric cirde ..... 
Equal·armed cror-;~ 

Total 

PJC'I'OGllAI'IJS 

:1 
9 
2 
] 

2 
1 

I 
2 
I 
:3 

10 
7 
I 
1 
H 
1\, 
2 

16 
2 
2 
2 
1 
4 
4 
6 

7 
2 
2 
1 
1 
l 

Number Per Cent 

8 7 

3 

]8 17 

77 n 

106 100 

NumbAr Per Cent 

2 12 

1 6 

82 

17 100 
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SITE No. 41 

This small pictograph site is in ,I canyon, neur it walf!r hole, in the southwf!stern 
putt of the county. The painting~ are on the limestone wall of an overhanging ledge. 
A number of the fIgures art~ of the so·called hourglass type similar to certain ones 
at Site No. lBO, Presidio County. 

The site was first reported to this department of the University by C. S. Young, 
who was then conducting an f!xpedition for Witte Memorial Museum of San Antonio. 

5m: No. 42 

The pieture-writin~s are located on the limestonc wall of a large roek sheller in 
the soulh central part of the county. The iSheller is located at the mouth of a box 
canyOIl, in a rugged section, faces east and is well protected from rain. The occupants 
secured water stored ill II natuml reservoir ncarby. 

The sheller contains a deep midden deposit. Tt was exantined and testing done hy 
M. R. Harrillgton; and subsequently the ex(:avatioll was completed by E. F. CoHin 
or tht> Museum of the Amoriean Ilidian, Heye Foundation, New York. Tn his report 
Coffin"a gave a brief description of the pietogl'aphs as follow>;: 

"On the Wl,ll at tho hack were a number of picto~ruph,~ in red oxiti.! of imn, one of 
which prohahly !"I111l'H"ml>; a bird with wings ~"read and two otherR, human beings . 
. . . About midway b'llwu,m the cast and we~t walls of house 4, was limned an out" 
line of a left hand and wri,t. Tm;id.) the outline, which wa~ durk red, the surface 
wus eltoan with the exception of II truce of light.el- red on the Iwo center fingers and 
aCrO!;$ tho kntlckles. Olll.,ide t.here were smudll'li' of .mob) blacken inA; on the left 
,ide of the wrist and hctwet,n the thumb, fin;!., f;(:cond and third finA;erB. The left 
(,lutli"e (If the third finger was missing and IIHi lip" of thllmb am! /iilger~ were not 
eomplelClI. The total length of thi~ ontliJI\j Wa" ]:1% inches. 

"On the wall of Ihe roek shelter, ahout mi"wl~Y between the remaill8 of Ih\, cast 
and west wall~ of house 8, were five impres~ions made by hands smeared with l'(lti 

oxide of iron, {''>1I1' or which, placed in pair:.;, o/le nb<)vl'l the other, faGed directly 
into the room. The thum!." of Ihe upper pair wen" placml opposite each other, while 
the thumh8 ... f IIII~ lowel' pair faced outward, 1'be lower ldt impression Wll8 6;% 
inehes long and wa:.; three fe"l: above the Burfaee of the rOOlll before excavating hegan. 
The fifth impression was tbal of n left: hand placed on a fractured surface f.,cing 
",mthwcst lind a few ineheB 10 1:11,> west of the foU( above dCf;cl'ibed. The imprint. 
of thc fingers WU8 tllonguted, us though the per~on illlt! druwn his hand d,.>wn wi!.h 
tilt;, fingers touch inA; the wall for a short distance heft)I'e ].>1',,",ing the palm upon il. 
'flu! bottolU of this imprint. wa' "bollt in line with the lop of 1.11,: highest of [htl 01.11<,'1' 

four. Ahout ~ix inche~ hdow llw imprint Ja~t deK',:riI!"d there was a smeM on Ihe 
wall, as though the hand h,,,1 !Jeen wiped on it afler making the impre6~i()Il:' 

Coffin"" likewisc rcpol'!,;; "A flat piece of wood o/s of an ineh wide hy 2ljll inehcs 
long decorated with three hlack painted designs, one of whieh appears to represent 
H dragonlly, another possibly a hutLerny, while the last is a rectangular oblong out· 
line." These painted designs on a small piece of wood are quite similar to that found 
in a grave in II cave at Site No. 16, Culberson County. (See Fig. 38.) 

'<BCoffin, E. F., Archaeological Exploration of a Rock Shelter ill lhewsler County, Texa~. MOllO. 
graph No. 4H, Museum of the American Indian, }'!(,ye Foundation, New York, 1932, pp, 5, 12, 16. 

,HI I bid., p. 31. 
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FIG. 119. UNUSUAL PETROGLYPHS, SITE NO. 40, BREWSTER COUNTY 

1. A 11l'oje,clile ,UH] ,hid'] (?); apparently quitel old a6 II." l.ine~ afe, Hlrn()~t d"~Ir<,yed hy 
weathering. 

2. An anchor.liko elell1tlnt with two conn.'el(,d cin:]u", atlached. It iI;, I;ugge'tive of a projectile 
with cQnI and ring aUaehnt!. ntis, n:smnhles a projectile head with attached cord at Site No. aI, 
Pre~idi", County. 

3. A convcntionali?cd horned frog, or P091;,jI)h. human n''Pr'''~'''lltuli"n. Almost dt'8troyed by 
weathering. 

4,. A eOllvmlli()l\uli~ed allimal and rak.i,·like el.;ment. Length, 28 iw:hol;,. 
5. A I;(H~alle:d plumed or horned sC1'pent. L,(;nglh, 25 inch(,'s. 

FIG. 121. I'TCTOGRAl'FIS AT SITE NO. 40 

1. Equal.armed .:rO$1:\ "[l.(,:]ol:\(,d in ,I, <:il"!:lo. Not.) the (:mwcnt,rie. "in:I.,,,, at thel ".:.!IIN' of the 
cross. The dial\w\'\lI' of the OilIer (:in:l", i~ 4 iIH:],e~. Theline~ arc 3/J6 and % inch wide. The 
figure i~ ~trikinp;Jy like certain desip:ns incised on pottery from p;raves ill Nort'heaBt Texas. 

2, 3,. GI'OUp~ of ~1l'I.all trian!l;ulur l,leme'nts cOlllbin<",d into largEr t.riangles, H.",jght., 6 th inches; 
width, fi indw8. The~l" dim desip:ns are likel one at Site, No. 180., PI'e8idio C(lIl1lty. 

FIG. 124 .. PICTOGRAPIIS A'r ~ITE. NO, 11,2, BREWSTER COUNTY 

1,4 .. Hilman fr!l;(lI'I'~ sugp:('stive of the square·shouldered paintings of the Southwest. 
3,. A Iimne,.] handprint 8~~ inches in lenglh. 
5,6, and 7. Highly conventionalized human iip: u res,. 

FIG. 125. CONVENTIONALIZED HUMANS PAINTED TN RED, SITE NO. ~;l, 
BHF;WSTKR COUNTY 

1. A man. widdillll: a club. DimclISions, 7%x5,% inches. 
2. A possihle represental.ion of Ihn "nake dUII<:!". The figure is mueh like a painting at' Sit,!) 

No. 38, this county. Dirnenl:\iOll8, 4,,,(\% .inches. 
3. A human \1\1'1. with arm.s hanging downward. J)im()Il~;jom;, 4'%r,~,1;j jndlf'~. 

4,. A c(}trIpl~,t.e human fip:un:, highly' conventionalized. ])jmnnsions, 4% x4"\I; indies. 

FIG. 126. SYMBOLIC DESIGNS PAINTED IN RED, SITE NO. 43 

1. A Ho-culled animal pelt. J)illlf';f\sion8, 4,x;,'% incheH. 

2 .. A hum Of trophy "I' II'e d,u"". [)imen~ion~" 2Ylx3,:Yi inehcs. 
3. Problemati!:,,!. Dimensions, 5 V~x3,1~~ inchc~. 
4,. Problema!i!.:aL nimemiIJllil, 2'xl% im:h,,", 

FIC. 127. SYMBOLIC DESICNS AT SITE NO. ,n 

1. Possibly a C()l1v<1'tl!ionalized animal. Dirn'"18ion8, 8x4'lh inches. 
2. Problematical. D.imenoioJlS, 2 \!, xl %inche8. 
3. Pip.>·.haped problcllI<ll.ll:al Ii!l;ure. Dimen"j()Il~, ,P/i,x:l,% inehe's. 
4,. Pr:-ohlematical. ])i rnensiolls, 3V",,2:%, .ind\t~,~. 

S. Zigzag. Po~.il"y represent]lI!!; II serpent. Length, II inches. Line'S :'11, inch wide'. 

(Fig. 124, COl~rlesy of E. C. Ni~bu"r) 

(Figs. 12.5, 126, 127, COll/'l'ISY of Victor J. Smith) 

(GroU,pillgS by the author) 
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FIG. 128. PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 186, BREWSTER COUNTY 

1. An elongated disc enclosed hy II c.irde. Diameler, 10 inches. 
2. Conct)nlrie circles with an outer diameter of SY:! inchl~8. 

3. Conct'ntric circles with an out("" diallwlt,l' of 3 jnehes,. 

(Cou.rtcsy of Vh·tor J. Smith) 

FIG. 129. UNUSIJAL PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 50, WARD COllNTY 

1. ShoMing il snak\) with a bow and ilrrow. 
2. Conventionalized ullimnl. 
3. Squarc·shouldernd human figure. 
4,. Conventionalized hir,] or i\l)ima] (?); Jlossihly a cloud and rain symbo,], 

5. Hake-like element. 
6. Square,.shouldered human figure. 
7. Gomhinati.on ladd..,,' and. troe', ollgge8ling Ihn 80uren of thel ladder material. 

FIG. 130. l'ETIWGLYPliS AT SITE NO. 190, LOVING COllNTY 

1.. .A la<ldcrr-l.ike dI:"6i!.\n. 
2. Comhination ladder and rake-like elements. Dimensions, 9x4 inche1'. 
3. C:ollvmu ional i7.,~d how <In,] arrow,. uer.ompunietl hy row:; of ,mall pil~. Dimcl!l!lions, llxlO 

inr:he~,. 

4. A pit. with connected groove, suggc~tive of a snake. Pit is. 2: .inches in diameter and, % inch 
deep. Length, 6 inches. 

5. A ~mllll (~arved hand accompanied by 6 pits. and a snake·-lik')1 figure. Dimensions of hand, 
12x2 inches. 

6. C(l!l.ventionalized human hrutl, with two feather, ('?). Dirnell~ion8: 13x6 inches. 
7. Triangular tepee el'~llIe'nt. Dimensions: 8x5 inches. 
S. Convenlionali7.ed human hunt! or hear lrack. J}imeo8ions: iI·x3·% ,indies. Lincs :111. inch deep. 
II. Rer'tanjl;ular figure wilh lines % to· 1. inch deep. Dimensions: 12:X6 inches. 

FIG. 131. HUMAN FrGURI~S PAINTED IN RF:D, SITE NO. 51, WINKLER COUNTY 

1. A typical Inrlian painting "in I.he round." Height, 4,% inehcs. 
2. COllvnllti()lIalized human han.! or ]mar track. Dimens.j(llls: 4,%x5 inches. 
3. POHitive handprint. ApJlarently wilh part of third finger missing. 

4. A highly '''HlVfmtionalir,ed hlJman, bird or in_eel. Len!.\th, 4'h inches. 
5. A \'eadle"8 figtJl'<~ LI">I,!.\hl to rcprnSClll a white woman. Height, 51fl inches. 

(Cronpings by the allthor) 
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CLASSIFTCATION OF DESIGN ELEM.ENTS, SITE NO. 42 

Human Representations: 
Cunventionalized 
Handprillt~ 

Lower Lile: 
Bird .. _____ . _____ . 
lnsects _ .. 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
Reel:,mglr, 

Totul 

____ (i 

5 

_. 1 
. ___ .. __________ .. _____ 2 

Numher Per Cellt 

1.1 

3 

15 

20 

7 

100 

Paintings in red are located on the wall of a rock shelter in tht~ extreme !;oulhwestel'fl 
part of the county. The site has been reported hy V.ietor .I. Smith.j() 

GLA6SlFICATION OF )H,;SIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 4,~ 

Hl/man Representations: 
Snake dance' (?) . . 1 
Man armed with club._ .. ____________ .. ____ .. __ . ___ .. __ J 
Bust _ . __ .... _ ... ____ . __________ . 1 
With arms: 

Downward __ .. ..... ._. __ .. __ .. __ . ____ . __ .__ 2; 
Outstretched __ . ___ H ____________ • • •••••• 2 

Lower Life: 
COllventionalil,ed animal 

Geometri" and SymboUc: 
Trophi~,s. of lIte' dlusel ('t) : 

Hum ___ . __ .. __ ._. __ .___ ___ ____ 1 
PI'lt . ________ .. ____ . ___ . _. ________________ 1 

Scrje~ of IlUmm'iltion dots . _____ .. __ . ____ .... __ . 2 
Zig~ag , ___ 1 
Problemiltical ___ . ___ . _______ . ___________ .. _____ ... _. ____ . __ ._. ____ 5 

Total __ .. 

SlTE No. 4/1., 

Numher Per Cent 

7 

10 

18 

39 

5 

56 

1000 

Pieture·writings at this site, loealed in the eastern part of the county, have heen 
reported to the department by E. B. Say Jes. The place has not been visited by a 
reprcsentative of The University of Texas. 

SITE No. 45 

Theu' are a few piclographs Oil the wall of a shelter located in the southea8tern 
part of the county. The site has not been examined by it representative of The Uni· 
versity of Texas. According to a report of Cnl. M. L. Crimmint', Lhe paintings are 
in red and consist of birds, animals, and handprints. 

SITE No. 46 

A local amateur reported a few pictographs on the wall of a shelter in the southern 
part of the county. It has nol been studied by anyonc from The University of Texas. 

4°Smith, Victor J., 0 p. cit., pp. 18-30. 
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Sm: No. 47 

At this site, located in the lI()l'thw()~l.ern part of the counly, urn a few pictographs. 

Outhtanding among them ar<~ handprint8. Srnith ll Btatrs there arc "thirly-two hand­
prinli5; two right, thirty left. A few ~mall prints indicate the hands of women and 
children. " 

In addition to the u~u'll methods of showing t}w hand, an unu~ual technique 

employed here was the placing or the hand on the black wall and removing the sooty 
background. This left a whitii,h fidd surrounding the bl<lck hand. No paint was 
regui red. The same method waH used at Site No. 5:~, Upton County; lind a similar 
one at SiteH No. 29, 4B, alld CJl, .IeH Davis, Pecos, and Terrell Counties. 

SlTES No. 18."1 AND 186 

These ;!ites, located in the weHtern part of the county, were reported by Vietor J. 
Smith. At the fonner arc a few pictographs and handprints. At: the latter, one of 
the outstanding painlings consists or coneenlri<: eirelcs. The sites have not been 
examined by a representative of The University of Texas. 

SITE No. 192 

Tht' petroglyph;; at LhiiS site were reported by Col. M. L. Crimmins. They afe 

loeated on exposed houlders in the southern part of the county, near the Rio Grande. 
The pecked figures have not heen studied by a rf!pl'cRentative or The University of 
Texas. 

'lIS rn ilh, Victor .J.. The "mnan Hand in Primitive Art, PIIl.li(;Hlioll of Te.xu~ Fo.lk-Lorc Society, 
Vol. .IV, Austin, 1925, p. 90, fig. 11. 

FIG. 123. PICTlII:U;'WHITINC 111' srn: NO. 1,2, BREWSTER C:OUNTY 

1. l'iNograph, in red, n,pn'~(·'·nting " r:ullvcntinnali,p,] hirr! or in"'''.:!'' 
2. Petroglyph on wall just above shelter l1oor. 

(CmtrtC'sy of E. C. Nielmhr) 

PLATK LXXXIII 

I'ETROGLYPIIS 11'1' SITE NO. 192, HREWSTEH (:OUNTY 

1.. A convmltionalized unimal '"?:i':n~t.ivc of the HIOIIIlIain sheep. 
2. A JrHl'kml hurn,," face. 'rh(" eyle" al'e: connc('ted 10 tile' nnsl'! in a mUllller indicating 

~(.le"lad~,~. 
(C(J((.rt""y of Col. }III. L. Crinunins) 

PLATE LXXXIV 

CIRCULAR IlESIGNS PECKEl) TN SANDSTONE, SITE NO. 50, 
W AltD COUNTY 

1. S\11l <1i81:. Diam~I~.'r of outer circle, 2.), inelws. Dimensions, over ull, 50x4.7 indIes, 
2. Equal·armed crOS8 enclosed hy coneentric circl,;~.. Diameter, 14 inchos. 

PLATE LXXXV 

PETROGLYPHS AT STTE NO. fiO 

DimensiollS: 1, 2'x6 fee:t; 2, diameter, 9' inche~; :3, diameter of circle, ]V inch()s, 
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PECOS COUNTY 

Site~ lending themselves to the preservation of picture-writings are few in the 
county. due to Ihe large area of rolling pl<lin~. There probably <U·I~, hnwever, some 
sites Ihat have not been reported. 

SITE No. 48 

A few pictographs, including handprints ill black bordered by whilll, arc on the 
roof oJ a roek shelter. E. B. Sayles, who reported the site to tl\l'~ writer, is lHH:ertain 
as to whether paint was employed in the lnaking of such handprinl~; or if it is 
another (:a8c where the hand was merely applied to the ;lnot-covered roof and hdd 
in plm:(~ while the surrounding sm.ut was scraped away. He seemsinclim:d to think 
thal hot.h processes may have been used, the black and white painh having heen 
applied after the print was made by the other Inethod. This feature of the silt~ seems 
to have much in cOIllmon will. Sites No. 29, 47, 53, Hnd Gl, JeH Davis, Brewster, 
Upton, and Terrell Counties. 

The pictographs have not been examined by a represenlntive of The University of 
Texas. 

Sl'rE No. 409 

A locnl rcsidel\t reported a few pictographs, in red paint, on the wall of a very 
small shelter ot'!ar the we8tern edge of the county. The shelter is in the "ri.m rock" of 
a rne"H. According to the report, the paintingil consist of a headless alii mal, a con­
ventionalized hird and several other dim designs. 

1'1)(' site haR not been studied by thi~ department of The Univ(~rsity of Texas; hut, 
judging fro III the description, it 8eems to show a relation to Sites No. 22, 2.'3, and 24, 
Beeves County. 

Sm; No. 1:30 

Thi~ site, reported by V. D. Gilliland of McCamey, is II sllIall one, cons:sting of a 
human figure "carved in the rock." It has not "een visited hy any oHieial of thi,; 
dcpartnHlut of The University of Texas. 

WARD COUNTY 

SITE No. 50 

An extensive and important petroglyph site is located on a mesa a Jew miles ei1;;t 
of the Peeos River. The numf~rous peckcd de~igns are on the Oat top8 of rocks Lhat 
protrude searcely a foot above the surface of the ground. The red sandstone is fairly 
well eemcllted; and, a<:cording to C. L. Baker, i!'; durable for 200 Of 300 years. 
Lichens, however, tend to disintegrate the rock. Th(~ stones cOlltaining Lhe petro~lyphs 
are i.ntermixed with 8eOl'es of similar, unpccked houlders scattered OVer th(~ west(~rn 

edge and part of the hilltop. The site overlooks a 1)1'98;(1 valley. 
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There are a few eroded, semi.boaH;haped mortar holes and a numher of hearths 

near the base of the hill. 'fwo burials have been reported half a mile to the south. 
The site wa~ briefly mentioned, without illustratiolls,in an arlieie by Kelley.'" 

The petroglyphs arc I'redOlrlinantly gcomctrie and symholie, 68 per cent of t.hem 
being in lh.i~ (:hu;~. The numher of figu res ~how ing human rcpre~cntaLi()ni:! and 
workrnanship halance with the repre,,(~ntalions of lower life, there being 16 per cent 

for each of the two. 

4~Kdley, J. Char'l~:;, Repo1"\. nn ArchaeQlo~ival F.ield-Wurk in M.aderu Valley Area, West T,~xll.s 
Ili"Ludeal ani! Sci,mtific Societ.y Hull(,L.in No_ ,tH, Publicat.ion No.5, Alpine, Decemher, ]9,'1:-1, 
pp. 5.':!, 55-56. 

I'ETROGLYPIIS AT SrrE NO. 50, WARTl COUNTY 

PLATE LXXXVI 

Among Lho design clements are human l'cad, ellu.d-lIrmed er(>~s in circ·le, ladder, X'uke, zigzag, 
,,10Ild lind min symbol, ()I':. Dimelbions: 5;J,x4,6 inche~. 

PLATE LXXXVII 

1. Triangular a nd cro~sha\:ch elt:rm:nts. Dimensions: 2.1 x2:3 inches. 

2. A complicated design, S\lgw'stivH "r (\ lliluerfly ,,1' hin.\. Dimensions: 24x19inch,'s. 

3. Angular meander and rain symbol. Dirn':nKi()n~·: 2ax.lO incla". 

PLATE LXXXVlll 

1. So-called h:pce, equal-armed cross, perpendicular hatching, et.c DinUlI!,io/li; ()vm' all: 52x50 
!nohes. 

2. Omven\i •• nalized human figures and Y-shaped eklmmls. DinVIO:;iollS! 32x21' inch,,:, . 

. 1. Curvilinear designs, connccl<Jci circles, ele. Dimensions: 57x4.8 inche~s. 

PLATE LXXXIX 

1. CtJnventionulizcd human ligun,' and other ''''i;jgn~. Dim<:HIHioIlS: :lRxil()< indlcH. 

2. A possible allall and curvilinear elements. Dimensions: 30x27 inches. 

3. So-ca]]nt! bini track and other lines. D.imensiolls: 16xlO inches. 

'I.,. Curvilinear elcmmHs. DinwJl$io'''': 9x8 illt.,he~. 

5. Linear dements. Dimen~i()n8; 17xl9 inches. 

6. Conventionalized human fIgure, etc. DimC!ls;)ons·: 20x 19 inche'o. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF nESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. S() 

Human Representations: 
Highly conventionalimd 
Square .. shouldered 
PhaIiic .................... . 
Muske,d head ...... .. 

Uuman Worlcm,(I/!ship: 
Projectile and point.. 
B()w~ alld arrow~ 
Possible allalh .......... . 

Lower Lile: 
C'Hlvcml.ionalize-d anima!s ......... . 
Convl'ol'iC.llIa!lzed b.ird 
Serpents: 

Plumed 
Other' 

Trees 

Geometric (lnd Symbolic: 
PeT(Jc·""dic:ular hatching 
Crosshatch 
R.'10Iangh~ 
Tl'iangl.·~~, series of 
Discs and dots 
Cirele~: 

Single 
COllHt:c.:I.~d 
ConctmtdG 
Rayed 
Semicire\c's ...................... . 
(lUll rtof .. ci rdc 

Figure! eight tllement 
Ladder.! iko elementl; 
R.ake·! ike dClllults ... 
Te'W~I:1' .. li kel .,letl)eflt_ 
'f .. shuped elements .... .. 
ll .• haped elements ..... .. 
V·"hap"d •. ,·lmnflnIS .. 
Y .. shaped dement.s ... 
Cro~.C's 
Equul .. armed (:rnSSCli in eirdes 

..... .16 
:1 

3 
I 

6 
20 

". 5 

4 
I 
] 

I 
........ 2;) 

16 
S 

....................................... 7 
9 

II 
1 
1 
il 
a 
:~ 
:{ 
4, 
2 

]] 

'I 

elc","l ~Yll1b"I", or t(,nuc:t'c\ e'-I.HIH'nlli 
:l 
il 
2 
4· 

Z1gzugs or Hghtning 
SlIn ~ymhol;;' 
Pl'Oblemal.kal 

'rotal 

16 

CULTURAL RELATIONS 

Numbel' Pm Cerlt 

12 

8 

35 16 

116 68 

214. 100 

The> petroglyphs at Site No. 50, Ward COllllty, 8e(~ln to have much in common with 
those at Site No.8], Val Verde County. Both are on the east side of the Peens River, 
hut are separat(~d by a d.i8I.une(: of about 180 miles. There i~ a very noticeable simi .. 
larity between the classes of design elements, as weIl a!'l in the technique of the work, 
at these widely separated placl~s. 
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LOVING COUNTY 

SITI~ No, 190 

137 

On the cast bank of the Pecos River is a small r()(:k i:lhelLer on the walls of which 
are petroglyphs and abrading: lnark... A local dti':Cll states thal prior to the West 
Texa'J earthquake, July ;-W, 1925, there was I1I\()ther small shelter nearby in which were 
sonJ(~ bright pictographs. The quake, however, caused the roof of the latter shelter to 

falIm. thus burying the pai.ntings. 
Ncar the mouth of the slI\all (:anyon ill which tbe shelter is [oeated is an outcropping 

of limestone [llong the bank of the river. III It are lIlany mortar holes that range 
ill depth from three to 12 inches. About (iO per cent of them are oval or "boat­
i:lhaped." The othr:rs arc round. flis UlH_:erta;J) as to whether the nlOrtar hole;; are 
eontemporaneous with the pdl'Og;lyphs in origin. There probably wa" ,U1 extensive 
campsite adj ac:tml lo lh!~ I'O(:kH. If so the camp has berm covered by wind·blown sand. 

The :;hdll!r, about ;-:100 yards northeast of the rnortar holciS, hal-\ wall" of (:onglom­
emIt! made up of innurnerable slnull ;;[olles. But Lhatpal't of the wall 011 which the 
carvings arc located is H fairly soft sandstone. The shelter contains very little camp 
rofuse and no peri;;ltahle matJ~rial!', a fact due to ill'; Hoor being flooded from time to 

thne. 
In addilion to the Pdroglyph", llwre ,In: many abrading Jnarki:; and small conical 

holes probably formed hy ul.iliturian lise. Sana: of the petroglyphs prob.\bly started 
as ahrading mark8, fornl(~r1 hy Rharpening hone awls, etc., and later were added to 
for the pln'pose of fonning delini:e d(,sigIl8. Apparently others were shaped originally 

as intentional designs. 

PLATE XC 

BEND IN PECOS I{tYKB ADJACENT TO PIDTROGLYPHS, SITE NO. 190, 
LOVING (:;oONTY 

Tim nml'tar holes an" in tho le:tIg.." tim edge of which chows in t}":,, ]Hft foreground. The trees 
lining the hanks of the ~Irealll (Ire ",alt. cedar" (T(lmarix gallica). 

PLATE XCI 

MORTAR 110LI':S AT PE.TROGLYPli SITE NO. 190 

1. ObIon" or hoat-~huped ""I", 
2. C,in'uiar alld semi-hoal-sh,tp~'d ),,,I"R, 

PLATE xcn 
1'.KI'HOCLYl'TfS AT srm NO. 190 

Th" n(l.tslarHling fcul un; "r til i~, ~i I.," i~ the presence of long narrnw, cOllvrmtionali:.;ed hands, 
The num.ber of finW::Ts, range from four to six. Not'l II\CI cUP-8lHlped pils, tn' SOllle of which 
carvings aro atlaehcd. 

PLATE XCIII 

PITS AND ABRADING Mt\HKS AT SITn: NO. 1\10 

1. Not" the deeply carved parallel lines. 
2. A section honnycomhecl with artifidal pits. 
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Attention is called to Fig. l:-IO, 5. Thill miniature hand is not merely outlined 
but actually "etched out." It is very unusual in lhat it has a hand and wrist length 
of 12 inches, hut is only two inches wide. It is not recent and undoubtedly represents 
Indian workmanship. 

Due to similarity in workmanship and design, it seems probable thal lhese petro­
glyphs are the work of a people closely related to, and contemporaneous with, the 
people who carved on the wall of the cave at Site No. 20, Culberson County. If i5lwh 
is the case, it places the date of the Loving Coullty "ite at from l:·mo to 1600 A.D., 
as determined from potsherds found aL Site No. 20. The assumption, however, cannot 
be rinally accepted until more archaeological work has been clone in the two regions. 

FIG. 136. lIANIJPRINTS WITll SC:HAPE.I) OllTIJNI';S, SITI·;. NO. 5:.1, UPTON COUNTY 

The print~ appear to have heen made w.itlHHlt the \I~~' of ""illt .. 

PLATE XCIV 

I'ETROGLYPHS AND ABRADING MARKS AT SITE NO. 190, LOVING COUNTY 

1. A circle and 8.mlieirele forme·d by rows of ~llIall pit.". Sum.·,) of ti,e' larger pit~ have rOllnded 
bOi.lnn1s and arc sllggestivCl of the so-called cup-carvinp:s. Note the deep cemral groove. 

2. Pit~ and ahrll.ding mark~. 

l'LA'.I.'J': XCV 

A PANORAMIC VIEW OF SITE NO. S1, WINKLER COlJNTY 

The smarl dJC:lter to the Idt contain, a midden deposit:; while I Ill." picl.ognl(lh8 ar'~ in tIle 

sheller hack of th., larg'J central IHHddel"l;. 

PLNfl-: XCVI 

SMALL I'lc:rOC;HAPIIS AT SITE NO. 51 

I'LAT'E XCVII 

CARVINCS ON 1l0ULJJIo:RS AT ~-'ITI'; NO. 54" CROCKETT COllNTY 

The rnark~. in 111081 case8, SCf,m to be the result of III:ilitarlun ""!!". 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 190 

Human Representations: 
ll.uman head...... .................... .. .................... __ .... 1 
Conventionalized h\lman hanJ~ ......... __ . __ ....... 10 

Hum.an /Purl.:rnanship: 
Conventiollali;-:e:U. how and arrow ............... . 

Lower Lile: 
Snakes 
Conventinnaliznd animal track ... 
Bird tracks (?) 

GmJnwlril) and S'ymbolit:: 
Pum:tat.e 
So.called cups 
Perpendicular hatching 
Rc:ctangle .... __ ........... __ 
LnddHr-Hke t<l~mellto;. 
Rake-like dement.... 
Triangle ............................. . 
Tepee 
PUlu:tatel:in:lt'< . 
l'ul1(:tate semicircle 

Total 

6 
J 
2 

13 
L'l 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
I 
I 

WINKLER COUNTY 

SITE No.5] 

Number Per Cent 

11 

40 

61 

18 

15 

66 

JOO 

The site, first reported by It H. ShufHer of Odessa, consists of two rock shelters in 
thc escarprnent of the Llano Estacada. It b located in the extreme eastern part of 
the county, very near the E<:Lol' County line. The shelters, which face southemll, are 
low and small. One of them contains a comparatively thin deposit of camp refuse; 
the other has little deposit, but its walls are decorated with pictographs. 

J n the limestone inunedi<llely above, and for a distance of about 100 feet ill both 
directions, are 13H mortar holes. They are of the elliptical, or so-called boat-shaped 
type, and average about nine inehe8 in depth, seven inches in hmgth and four inches 
in width at the top, tapering gradually to the bollom. Many of them have been badly 
damaged hy ecoi:\ion. The~e are said to he the only mortar holes for miles around, 
mosL of the surrounding country being of the "sand hill" type. 

The paintings are small, the ,werage height heing about four Inches. They are in 
red and fairly deciphcl'uble, except where 8palIing of the stone has destroyed port.iOlls 
of a few of them. They arc on the wall and roof of the shelter at heights of four to 
eight feel above the floor. Although a few seem to show considerable age, many are 
comparatively recent. The presence o{ a horse and a white woman prove European 
contact. 

Some years ago Jim Cook,H a former captive among the Comanehes, attempted to 
interpret. sorne of the pictographs at this sileo He recognized the place as being one 
at which the Indians spent some time while he was with them. His views on the 
suhjeet are given in the hope that they may throw some light on picture·writing in 
general. 

,HShuffier, R. II., Blue Mountain Cave~ in Indian Days Descrihed by Captain C()ok, Who Lived 
There With Comanches, Odessa Neu;s--·l'ime:;, December 7, 19.3~,. 
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"It was after the raids down io I.he while man',; cOllnt.ry," Cook stated, "that. the 
Comanelwi; did m08L of their paintings •... TIl(! InrliU118 took a soft rl)d rock and 
burnt it IIlltil .it was ready to crllrnhh,. then crush",j .it 10 a powder and mix"d it 
with water In make a red pasty paint. Then, with a stiek or t.wig feathered (lut on 
the end fol' a brush, they Jlainl,~d whatever came into their minds. The kid8 Wel'e 
alway, foolinp; around with paint., practicing, and 1.1 III old",!, fellows did the same 
thing. When a warrior came huck from a raid he alwilY8 made a long harangue 

about what h.: h,nl ""HI and done in Ihn while man'8 country; and he wOllld often 
draw a pictul'C on tit" "lilf to ii!n8trat.e what hn told •••• The Comanchci; didn't go 
in for sign" mll(:h, jll,1 H~ "ign<. They usually tried to paint the' things they were 
Ihinking about .in fllll." 

Cook thinks that the handprints were not made hy the Coman(:hes, but arc HllH:h 

older. 

In speaking of t.he design in whieh the horse appf!,rrs (Fig. 132, I) Cook inter· 
prets it as follows: "You fiee the ban; of the fence are let dowll at OtW end. They 
meant to show that the place, to which the other marks pointed, was a good horse 
country lIod ~trl easy place to steal ponies." 

The ulIwmal design pictured in I"ig, 1:32, 4, he interprets as being "a water hole 
sign. They meant thaI it was nine duys' travel to this place; and the place to the 
northeast was a water hole made hy !'IOtl\f) springs UpOll the north plains, llorth of 
where Lamesa is now. The springs dried up a long Lime ago." 

The two circular elements with the four numeratioll .rnarks hetween are likewbe 
interpreted as water signs. The one to the right, or east, with the dots in its center 
repl'e8('ntl~d good watcr,in the Colorado River. The other merely water,··"sllpposedly 
in the Peto~ River. The nu.meration marks arc thoughL t.o have referred to four days' 
travel on honlchack from one streall1 to the other. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESTGN ELI'::~H;NTS, SITE NO. 51 

Human Representations: 
Hand~ ....... _ ..... . 
Conv(!nlioHali~().1 
Indiun man 
European woman 

Human /P orkmaH.lldp: 

2 
2 
1 
1 

Fence ('!) ........................................... 1 
Proje'(!tilc ..... 1 
Pro j cell iIo Iloin I......... ............................ ..... ......... 1 
SJ,idd I 

Lower Uf,,: 
Hm"(l ........................... . ......... 1 
r n8eet.·1 ike element .. 1 
Conventionalized thunderbird .......................... 1 
Stalk of corn (? ) .... _........ ........ ................................. :I 

G(!omctric and SymboUc: 
C;"dtj~ , :1 
'I'.:;hap",d element.;; 5 
T'~"aped elements 5 
V.shapcd elmncnL.................... 1 
S",t"\"" (If numerat.ion dots ........... __ ................. :2 
S(Jn ~ynlboI 1 
Water symbQ]8 ..... __ .. ____ ..... __ ............... __ .... __ ..... ____ ............ "' 2, 
Prab lema l,ic,ll 2: 

Total 

Numher Pcx Cent 

() 17 

4 12 

12 

211 59 

35 100 
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SITE No. 52 

On the wall of a small shelter, about four miles west of Site No. 51, is a solitary 
paintin~ reported as "a chief wearing II headdress." A former resident of that section, 
who reported the ~itt~, slates that the sheller is damp and shows no signs of habitation. 
The plHce has Hot been v:sited by a representative of 'rhe University of Texas. 

UPTON COUNTY 

SITE No. 58 

The site, in the southwestern edge of the (;ounly, consists of a srnall 8heher on 
the roof of which are hand prints with scraped or "etched" ontlincJO. The low roof 
is vcry hlaek with soot and ott it art~ some :~o handprints. 

V. D. Gilliland, who l'q)()rkd the site, has dug most of the midden deposit and 
rcports finding a lllHnber of sHndal!;, basket fragments, cordage, ete. 

The prints appear to have been made by applying the unpainted hand and holding 
it in position on I.hr sooty roof while the ~urtounding smoke-covered area was scraped 
away, thuf:l making an etched-like outline and leaving a narrow border of whit<~ 

around the hlaek handprint. The technique is like that employed at Sites No. 29, '1.7, 
48, Jeff Davis, Brf.~wstcr, and Pecos Counties. 

CROCKETT COUNTY 

SITE No. 54 

On a hIli ff Oil the east Ride of the Peco;:, River ,ire some large boulders, on the 
protccted surface or which are a number of abrading marks and conical pit~. There 
arc ineluded a few tree-like elements that may havc becn purpoflely so shaped. 

A short distance from the cal'v ingsi~ H l:ampsiLe including burnt-rock middens and 

several circular mortar holes. 

SITE No. 55 

The sitt~, Io(:ated in Lho southwestern part of the county, contains only a few (licto­
graph8. They are 011 thf~ wall of a medium sized ;:,hd t(~r and appear to be of cotl8ider­
ahlr ng(~. Borne a.:"c almo:;;t covered hy smoke, while others have lid1(~ns growing avo I' 
them. A numlH~r of Ihe paintings arc now illegible. Only thr~e can he traced with 

certainty. The (:olor", used wcre red and orange. 
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FIG. 132. ANIMALISTIC AND SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS, SI'l'E NO. :iI, 

W.INKLER COUNTY 

1. Horse tdhcl'cd to fence. Dimen8,ioHH: 7%x;{ inches. 

2,. Problematical object, pl)~sibly a conventi'!Tluliz\,(1 projectile point .. 

3. Possihly a convcnlionalizcd thund(,rbird or human tor~o. Diml'1l8ionH: "Vi x3% inches. 

4,. Symbolic d,),igll feat.uring the uumber nine. Length, 25 inchc8. 

FIG. 133. SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS AT SITE NO. 51 

1. Dimensions: 5% x4 inches. 

2:. The upper pat·t r<'Sf!mhlcs what Stcrward·:' calls "sheep horn","; hilt, when considered as ,I 
whole, thel figure give8' the impre8~i'm (If a "t.ulk of corn. or other leafed or bran.ched plant. 
Dimensions over all: 7x5 inehcs. This, is Su!\!\c8tive of a painting at Site No. 150, Concho County. 

FIG. 131,. CTRCllLAR DESIGNS AT SITE NO. 51 

1. P(l5,~il)1~1 representation of a shield. Dimnljter. 6 in(;hes. 

2. So-called watcr symhols. Dimensions ove:r all: 6%x3, inches. 

FIG. VIS. PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 51 

T· and Y·shaped elements. 

The central design may he a cOllventionalized projectilc. 

FIG. 1.37. DIM. PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 55, CROCKETT COUNTY 

(Group£ngs by the author) 

43Steward, .T. n., np. cit., p. ]98, Map 19. 
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TEHRELL COUNTY 

SITE No. 56 

The pninti.ngs at this site are located on the limcs:one wall of un overhanging 
ledge that fu!:e~ west. To the south of the sheller i~ a spring. It aLLraeted not only 
the primitiVf~ dwellers of the region: but later c;erved as .1 watering place for ~oldierl;, 
stationed thore to protect the frontier from Indian attacks. 

No middell deposit remllillH in the shallow ;;hdter, due to lIood waters which 
periodically swept the 11001'. Bul there is ample ev.idcnce to show that the site had 
heen occupied. There are ;{2 largt\ deep, round mortar holes in front of and adjacent 
lo the overhang. An extensive ealrlp~.ite is located nearby. Intermixed with burnt 
rocb and Hint chips arc rille halls and other European articles. 

Many or the painting~ are rather large. All hut a few are in red paint. The 
rcmaining ones are yellow. A few figures, painted in black, seem to be of white 
origin. Many of the paintings are clear; others are in either a darnaged or badly 
weathered condition. A few are so dim from uge as \.0 he almost illegihle. A nUlnlwr 
of them are from eight to ten feet above the shelter Iloor. 

The s;teis of particular int.erest because having both prehistoric and historic paint­
ings. Among the latter are representations of Inissions, prie~t~, h()r~es and other 
evidence of European eontact. 

In eertain re~pec\.s the place is similar to Site No. ] 50, Concho County, Texas. It 
may have been vif\it(~d at di[erellt times by the Jl.lm<lllO, Comanche, and various groups 
of Apache Indians. 

On examining a photograph of the design illustrated in Plate XCVIII, Chief Red 
Fox, CiS-year-old Sioux Indian, ealled it a sun i5ymhol and calendar painting. He stated 
lhilt: the sun represented one day; and that usually there were 21-1 lines, or sun-rays, 
which ~igllified the number of dny~ in a "moon." In this case, however, there are 32 
rays; four groups of four long lines each; and four group;, of four triangular elements, 
fill.ing the spaces hetween the parallel lines. It is assumed that the gron p" of parallel 
lines rder to the "follr winds" or cardinal points of the compass. 

The painting is not very old, as proved hy tbe fact that it is supcrimpoi5ed over 
three dim f:onv(·nlionalized human or animal figureH. But it has been badly damaged 
by the recent earving of names and dates over the painted lines. 

The de~ign is almostidenLical with t.hat ctllployed on highway markers in New 
Mexico, tl)!~ latter having heen taken from Indian designf! of that State. 

Three of the dancers in Plate CI earry circular ohjects suspended frOlll the elbow. 
Chief Red Fox thinks that Ihei5e represent small "hield" used, mueh like tambourines, 
in the danc.e. 



PLATE XCIX 

THF'IDERBIRD WITH WI:\GS Ol'TSPREAD, SITE :\0. 56, TERRELL COUHY, TEXAS 

;'\Iote the prominent heak and long tal()m. Height, 36 inclte5; wing-spread. 60 inche,. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF TRACEABLji: DESIGN ELEMENTS, S.ITE NO. 56 

Haman Representations: 
Conventionalized .... 
Dancing ligure;; 
Phallic' .... _ .. _..... _. 
European figureb ...... _ .. 
Arm~ : 

. ........ 12 
............................................................. 24 

.. ....... ~ 
.. .................... _ ....... _ ................. _ 2 

AkimlJo .. _._ ... _ ... _ ......... __ . __ ... __ ... _ .. _. ___ .. _. __ ._ 4· 
Downward ......... ___ ... __ .. 8 
Outstretched ... __ ._.__. __ ._. ___ 19 
Upraised ..... _............. ....................._ .......... _ ................................... 18 

Hands: 
Left 5 
Right 13 
Thumh mI68Il1g............ 4 

Horn headdress................... ...................................................................... 1. 
F .. ,athnr h«addl'c;;,,,, 19 
Stone (·t) in hand ....... _ ......... _ ...... 1 

HIJ,.fIum Workllllln,~hifl: 

Shields ........ " .. ".... .. .. " .............. _........ 3 
Atlatls ............................... " .................................... _ .......... _ ............................. 6 
Bows and arrows. 
Projectile 
Rabbi! stick 
Baske,!" (?) 
Mi88iol1 building" 
Stage coach, so .. caJl.ed 

LowtlT Life: 

. .... " ...................................... 3 
1 
1 
3 
3 

..................... 1 

Conventionulir, •. ,d animals ... " .... " ... 1, 
Horses ..... . ............................................ 7 
Deer .................. ......................................... . .... 1 
Ruffalo Of longhorn cow ................ "" ...... _ ..... 1 
Thunderhirds ...... " ....................................... " ........ 3 
Snakes 6 

r; comet,.", arId SYIII.bolir:: 

Perpendicular hatching .............................................................. 5 
J'Iorholll:al hatching 2 
Rnel.anp;l.·" .................................... 1 
'Pendant trian"lcs series oL ... _........... 4. 
~ing;le ci,\'ck~ ~ ..... ' ....... 6 
LotH:e·ntrl(: <,,,rde;;. .. ........ I 
Connected circles, serie" oL._. __ . ___ . _____ 1 
Semicin:l(,~ ... "" ..................... :{ 
Am"",""id figllr,· 1 
Jo'i:':;llre eight "Iemenl 1. 
N\lm~'fUlion (101" 8~T.ieH nL....... 1 
I1olll'glas"lik" d()m,~·nI. 1. 
Swa~tika .. Hk" el('m~'I1t 1 
Tepee .. like dement.... . ...... _ ............................... _ ................. 1 
Eqllal .. armed cro,on, !l 
Otl"'T en,",f', 11 
Sun symhols ............................................ _ ...................... _ ....................... 6 
PrnhlcllIntieal .......... 1 

Total ........ 

Number Per Cent 

154 61 

21 8 

22 9 

55 22 

2fi2 100 

149 
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PLATE XCVIII 

GROSS AND CIRCLE, COMBINING A SliN DISC, SITE NO. 56, TERRELL COUNTY 

'I'll!! nurn) .. ,r fOIH' play, a J>I'om,irH:rH p,l!'1 in tlIt, ,k,r;ign. llimeIlRio'H<: height, 1111, inch .. ,,,; 
diametelr of circle, 17 i"ehes. Nole the paintinlls, at ea.ch side, ov',r which the: sun symbol was 
superimposed. Whiw vandal i.sm har; badly damaged I.lm painting. 

PLATE C 

ANO'I'llJ·;.l{ TU.UNDEHBnm, PAINTED IN RED, SITE NO. 56 

Known locally as Ihe "llying: fish." Dimensions over aU: 56x.55- inches. 

PLATE CI 

NINI~ DANCING INDIANS, PLUS A EUROPEAN FIGURE, SITE NO. 56 

The former are outlined, the latter painted ,olill red. Height, 12 indIes; tolallength, 58 inches. 
Nnttl the fe'ather hC'addrr:s,;,,"; tiltd tl1l;' animal tails, or other form of tassels" dangling from 
the waist. 

PLATE CII 

TEN DANCING F'IGlIIU;S AND EIGHT POSITIVE HANDI'KlNT'S, SITE NO. 56 

Thai Ihe paintinp;s arc hislorit: i, prowd by the fact t.hat the fig.un, III tho l"fl. Wa~ paint,!d over 
a part of a mission pirHm.. Tlle circles ahov,." IWO of the: h"at!~ lIr.lpClar h} hel oldor than the 
dancers. Note I.h •. , paralle:l hook.like, lin", at the. right. Both right and left hands wer<:~ ll~ed 
making the prints. Dimensions (>vtlf 0111: 63xll inches. 

PLATE eIII 

HORSE AND RTDEH. PAINTING BADLY DAMAGED BY VANDALS, SITE NO. 56 

Gun ~hOt8, writing of Itun,,::;, and carvinv; o[ a Ilroove have dono much towur'd de'ITllying this 
ol.hnl'wi8e clear md p,dntinll. NOlO I.h,,, [euther in the: hair. Dimcn:;illn:; vve'f all: 2'3x25 inches. 

PLATE eIV 

CLOSELY SPACED, DIM I'ICTUGRAPIlS, SITE. NO. ,56 

The sun dises are 10 ant! 7 inches ill dhmll'ter. Chief Rf:d Fox ",,11,. ""14m "sun shields." Note 
the right handprint and the turtle: "J.IH"t:imposcd OVf:,I' a drr:ltj. Tim large cirelll"f t!<ls,ign has a 
51riking r~$c'lllLl;tnce' to certain incised prHwry de~illn~ in Northeast TClXas,. 
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PLATF: ev 

SO-CALLE!> SNAKES, I'AINTI£D IN RED, SITE NO. 56, TERRELL COlINTY 

Th~'"fl may be conventionalized. representations of u\Jatls. 'fliey are' almost identical with ones 
at Site, N,.>. (i4" Val V"nle COlillty, wilh which II projoctil,·, j, lliet.urcd. They ;11'0 <1m ~\Jggcstivc 

of shinny, Iaero'''e or otl",,. I-\atn<.; ~t iek~. 

PLATE CVI 

EUROI.'EAN FIGOHE, OUTLINED IN RED, SITE NO. 56 

Ahov~" I.he high.lopped hal. h, a ern,s, anotlwr i" 1",1.1. ill I.lw hu.lld IlIId' two- ot.hers, beside, the 
hat.. Nottl the, roh,·,..1ik,·" garment and the,larl-\el car., as, well as· I.he. European-like c'ye., nOf;e and 
mouth. Dimensions: 30x13% inches. 

PLATE eVIl 

SPANISII MISSION OUTLINED IN RED, SITE NO. ;'6 

Hoight f!'om hU8e of building I.", I.o!, of en,,!;, S feei. 

PLATE eVII.1 

COMPOSITE MISSION AND IH.IMAN 1.-' I GUIn:, SITE NO. 56 

Thi" pi<:t.u:m i~ .imr"·".(',.l on u mudl older one. Note the projc:elil.:, and tile (:r,,~!;(,~. Painting is 
hadly vandalized. Dimensions ovex all: 65x37 illellr.'~. 
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PLATE (VIII 
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PLATE crx 

DIM PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. S6, TERRELL COUNTY 

1. .II uman figure h..,ldin/,{ a 8hield; arms outstrctclwd. 

2. Paintings of variolls ages. Note the human figl1ff" ~Ilflfldlllpos"d ov':',r a. dim horse,. At right 
is !\ man with bow and arrow. Dimensions ov..,r all: 80'x28 inches. 

PLATE CX 

PJCTOGRAP.H.5 DAMAGEO' BY WEATllEHlNG, SITE NO. 56 

1. G,mvenliollalized Illunan fi:.ure:; height, 15 inches. 

2. Dancing ti:.urcs, damaged hy spalling of ~Iom'; hei:.ht, 22: inches,. 

3. Swastika-liko domelli: Clnclo",!I,L hy a circle'; diamewr, 10: in"hc~. 

4·. Human hUII<l~, with thumb missing. Colol'": 1, 2', 4" red; 3, yellow. 

PLATE eXI 

SUI'ERllVlPOSED PICfOCRAPHS AT SITE NO .. 56 

1. A missinn painted over old human ti:.ures. 

2. Prohlematical dc~igns. Upper right may be a convelilionalized human figl,n, wilh a shield; 
nr an animal w'ith one foot supc[imposed I)VIl" part of the cin:10. It. has red legs and yellow 
body. The lower painting is of thll figure'eight type. 

PLATE cxn 
OTHER DIM PICTOGRAl'.HS AT SITE NO. 56 

1. Human figure holding a shield in one hand and a clllb 01' rahhit ~tick in the other. Color, red. 

2. Con(:'~'lIl.rk. <:irdf':S and conve'l1tionali~cd hUlIlan fi:.ure. Color, red. 

:1. Gircltl with eonvemionali<!.cd IlIlIlIan figure above:. NOI" lh~, arms ak.imbo. Color, red. 

4. Four positive handprints in a row. Very dim. Color, red. 
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PLATE ex, 

PLATE (XII, 
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VIC. J:~H, HISTORIC PAINTINGS AT SlTE NO . .56, ')"I!:HREI.L COUNTY 

No. 1 j~ what rcmaill8 of a su-called stal!;tl coaeh seerH'. 

Flr~. lB9, PAINTINGS OF VARIOUS AGI';S, SITE NO. 56 

Some of th", orIginals are exceedinl!;ly diln, othe'1'8 lI1('r~· l~gibl,,!. Nos. 4, (lnd 9' feamre the how 
and arrow; No. 10, a pvssible atlall. 

FIG. 140. PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC PAIN'rINGS, SITE NO. S6 

No.3, the h(!llr!lla~~·~halled dement, appears to b() very old. 

FIG. 14,1. PICTOGRAPHS AT ~\ITE NO. 61, Tl~RIH:J"L COUNTY 

DilllOlmiollB of No. 1.: 96x39 inches. C,,]o!', ycIlnw. No.2 may H."pn: 8"11 I; th" "y,lhoH or i"<'lllul.,. 
",,'nit,1I organR; No.5 picturc·s a bow and arrow; No. !l is a figure eight elerrwnl. 

1-'.IG. 112. PICTOCRAPIIS SUPERIMPOSED OVER IIANDPIUNT'S, SI'r1'; NO. 61 

Dimensions of No.6 ovcr all: lOx5 fcet. l:'ictogmpl" in yellow and whit",; hUfI,lprinls, hlack. 

FIC. 14;3. PICTOCRAPHS IN WHITE, n:LLOW AND BLACK, SITl'; NO. ()] 

No. 10 re'pre~""nt!; Ihe prickly pear (OpzUltia ltndhetmeri) , OI}f:1 of the food planl" of Ih" IndiallB. 

FTG. ].1.11 .• PICTOGHAl:'llS IN BLACK, SITE NO. 61 

Allal18., projcctilt~", (:r'~~()"!!Ill" hundprints, etc. 

(Groupings by the aLUhor) 
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SITES No. 57 AND 58 

Picture·writings at these sites were reported by E. B. Sayles, and have not been 
studied by the Anthropology Department of The University of Texas. 

Sm, No. 59 

The petroglyph;; at this site, located in the southeast part of the county, are on a 
stone that has broken of{ frorn the bluff. The area covered by the carvings measures 
66x26 inches. The litH'!!> have the appearance of having been carved with a sharp" 
pointed implement. They are on the vertical edge of a relatively soft limestone 
stratum. and are protected by Ull overhanging rock which j ub out ubout ~ix. feel. 

This interesting group j~ popularly called "the Indian map of the Trans·Pecos 
region." Orlit are depicted an Indian camp, indicated by lepee~; mountain run gets, 
repre~ented by liJ1(~S forming a series 0 f jagged Lo jls; the principal sLreams sup· 
posedly appear as wavy Ijne~; Indian trailg are marked by rows of dashes; good 
hunting ranges are denoted by the presence of deer; forested mountain tops arc 
shown by trees; and a road is indicated by two rows of horse tracks. Such inLer' 
pretation is conjectural, but may ofTer a possible ex planatioll as to the motivation of 
these carvings. 

Various writers"n mention the making of crude maps by Tndian!,l, So, it is not 
unreasonable to suppose that this group of carvings might he <In attempt at showing 
topographic features. 

On Lean Wolf's map (Hidatsa), pictured by Mallery'lll a line of dashes denote;; 
human footprinLs; and a row of semicircles, horse tracks. The streams are n:pre" 
sented by lines. An Indian village is indicated by tepees. There are, therefore, several 
comparable features between the Dukotamap and I.hifl one on a rock in a West Texas 
canyon. 

The age of the carvings at Site No. 59 is uncerLain. They suggest the use of metal 
tool!), although the work might have been done with flint implements. If the rows 
of semicircles represent horse tracks, this confirms the idea of a hisLorie site . 

• " iVlullf,l'y, Garrick, (If!. cil;., 10th A n. Rep., pp. :341··· 346. 
Smithwick, Noah, The Evolut.ion of a State, or Hecollectiom ,)f Old Texa,; Days, Cammel Bnnk 

Co., Austin, 1900; facsimile reproduction, The Sleek Co" AUslill, 1!)c\fi, p. 177. 
H\ll)ll>r, John D" 0/1. !:it., pp. 184-187. 
4/1Mallery, Garrick, ihid., p. 342, fig. 4,52. 
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CLASSIFI.CATION OF DE~IGN 1';Li<:MENTS, SITE NO. 59-

Human Representations: 
COllventiollaliY-cd 
Feather headdrcsoco 
Foot 

Hwnrm IJYQrkmrlnsliip: 

2 
........................................... 2 

1 

Pro jed ile po in t ....... .................................... . 

Lowe.r Life: 
Conventionalized animals .......................... 2 
Deer 
Trees 

........................................... _ ................ 1 
8 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
Perpcndicuhlf hatehing ....................................... 1 
Horizontal ha\.(Ohing ....... 1 
Oblique hatching .................................................. 2 
Crosshatch ............ ........... ........................... .)' 
Horizontal han,1 lines ... 3 
V",rtieal IllInd line~ ........................................ 5 
Series of chevron·like clements ................. I 
V.shaped clements........ .................... .. 3 
Y·shaped (l:1'~l1('Jl\." ... . ........................... 2 
X·shaped elements, or crosses ....................... :; 
Equa I·armed cross................................. ....... 1 
Rake·like elements......... 2; 
Ladder·like demenl .............................. 1 
Serie_ of n(Hnerution marks .................... . ... J 
T'~;lw"s . .................. ........ . .................... .14 
Lightning ............................ ................... 1 
Cloud amI raill Bylll!."! ................... 1 
MOllntain "Ylnhol 1 
ProhlAlmuticui 1 

Total .......... . 

SITE No. 60 

Numher Per Cent 

5 

1 

11 

7 

2 

17 

74 

100 

A fonner resident of the section reports carvings and abrading marks on the wllll~ 
of two rock shelters. The place has not heen vi~iled by a reprcse~tative of this depart. 
ment of The University of Texas. 

SITE No. 61 

At the head of a draw, in the northern part of the county, is a rock shelter measur­
ing about 70xlBxlO feet. The curving wall and roof are covered with soot. Eleven 
rliort<lf holes are lo(;at(~d .in and near the sheller; and lhere is a large accurnuhlLion 
of burnt roeks and ashes, showing extensive oeeupal.ion. 

A Il\llnber of unusual designs were made on the wall hy plaeing objects on the 
sooty rock and scraping or pecking out the oulJilie. TtH~re also are some dim painl­
ings in yellow and oLhers in white. But the most outstanding feature of the site is 
lhe presence of 32 black left handprints with scraped outlines. They are ~catle['ed 
over the wall and the accessihle part of the roof. 

Anolher significant feature is the repl"f~sentatjon of primitive weapons. One of 
these, in black, is an aLIatl with a shaft in place; another picture shows merely the 
atlatl with a eonventional.ized spur at the end; in yellow paint is a bow and arrow, 
and a separate feathered projectile. 

Among the handprints are several crescents or moon symbols. One of these is very 
suggestive of a boat. Anehor, figure eight, ladder and butterfly or frog·like design:;, 
in yellow, seem to be eontemporaneou8 with the bow and arrow. But the handprints, 
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atlatl8, crescents and a picture of a prickly pear (Opu,ntifl lifUlheirneri) seem to be of 
a different age, perhaps older. Some of th~ paintings are almoHl nov~red by soot. 
All arc crude and appeal' to he of considerable age. 

The handprints with scraped or etched outline~ are much like ones at Sites No. 29, 
4,7, 4,11, and 53 in Jeff Davis, llrewflter, Pecos, and Upton Counties. It will thus he 
noted that this Gulture trait is localized in five adjacent counties. 

There also is some evidence of the usc of paint on certain of the handprints. 

CLASSIFICATION OF LEr.IBLE DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 61 

[/zunan Representations: 
Hands __ "_""_"_" __ _ 

Human Workmanship; 
Arlall "" ..... "" _______ " ___ "_"_"""_"" ___ " ____ "_ I 
AtIatl and shaf!.._"""""""_"_ 1 
Bow and al'mw 
Projectiles "" .. _" __ """"""_""""" .... 

Lower Life: 

1 
2 

C'.Illvenlionalized animals 2 
Blltterflies (?) 3 
In~ect " ""-"---"""""-"""""--""--""". " __ " .. " ___ "_" ___ . 1 
Prickly pear (Opltntio)..""_.... 1 
Trr,n ___ " ... " ... _ .. __ " ... """". __ "_" ___ .. _""_"" .... _""" .. _ 1. 

Coonwtric and Sym/JOlic: 
Perpendiclliar halehing 1, 
Horizontal band line ___ " .. ""_""".""_ .. " .... _ .. _" 1 
Single circle ______ "" __ "______ 1 
Connected (:irde~, series oL .. "_" ___ """"_""" .. ___ """" :1 
Di~e enclo8ed by circle ____ .... ""_. J 
Amoeboid figllre~ 2 
Figtll"<l eight _" ___ . _______ """_ ... ___ ""_" ____ """"" _____ " 1 
lJ.~haped elements 2 
Ladder"likn I-llmnents 3 
Anchor-1 ike elements 2 
Crescents or moons._"" .. "" __ " ... _" ___ """"_""_""_." ___ "_ .. ""_... 2 
Stars ________ . __ .".____ 3 
Series ()f chevrons . ______ "_ .. ___ """"""_" ___ "" __ """_" ____ "__ 1 
Parallel zigzag;; (cy,l:hn,,?) 1 
Prohlmnatical 2 

Total 

SITE No. 62 

N umbel' Per Cent 

35 

5 6 

8 10 

29 

77 ]00 

The pietographs are on the wall of a cavf', in a bluff on the north bank of a canyon. 
Thf' dinwIlsiol18 of the cave arc about 20x20xlO feet, with both lIoor and ceiling 
almost level. Thf't'(~ i;; an ash deposit in the cave, and three burnt-rock middfm;; i ust 
acros~ the canyon. 

The paintings are ill red, and ahout f~ight f~f'l above the floor. The spalling of 
the I'o(:k ha;; re;;ulted in damage to some of them. The main group, rnea;;uring 
46x28 inehes, represent1\ a hunting scene in which are four men and fOllr animals. 
Two of the men are armed with !Spears and clubs, or rahbit sticks; one is shooting 
with a how and arrow; while the fourth .. highly conventionalized-is above, appar­
ently on a hillside, unarmed. The animals arc not identiflable, cxccpllhat one suggeRts 
a huffalo. 

The scene here depided is similar In one at Site No. ~8, Brewster County, Texas. 
Two other small groups of paintings eonsist entirely of crosshatch designs. 
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Pictnl'e,Writing oj Texas Indians 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 62 

Human Representations: 
C()nvenLjona1i~ed 
Arms: 

Downward. . ......................... . 
Outstretched ..................... . 
Upraised ..... . ................................. . 

Iluman Workmanship: 
Bow und arrow .............. . 
Projectile",.. . ...................... . 
Rahhit sticks ................ . 

Lower Life: 
Conventionalized animals 

G(~oTnetric and Symbolic: 

<1 

1 
1 
2 

2 
2 

Parallel zigzags 
Cnlbsbutch ...................... . 

............... 1 
.. ~ __ .. """"~.~., .. '" __ ".' 2 

Total 

SITE No. 63 

Number Per Cent 

8 40 

5 25 

20 

3 15 

20 100 

165 

Th(': site, locatcd in the norlh central part of the county, is reported to have some 
picto~raphs on the wall of a cave. The plaee has not been examined by this depart· 
ment of The University of Texas. 

VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Val Verde County, with its numerous rock shelter~ in the walls of the canyons, is 
the premier ph:lograph area or the State. Forty picture-writing sites have been 
recorded; and there are, no douht, rnany more nol reported. The pictures include 
the works of the aborigines from early prchistorie down into historic times. They 
show a diversity in designs and techniqul'! 1'luggestive of migrations or trade relatiolH; 
with tribes of widely separaLed areas. 

SrrE No_ 64 

The pir:tographs at this siLe .Ire on the sides of a ~lighlly overhanging bluff in the 
northwest corner of the county, very Ileal' thc Crockett County line. At intervuls along 
the stream, within half a mile of the pictographs, are burnt-rock middens showing evi· 
denC!~ of extensive occupation. 

All thl'! paintings hut two (:onsisl or ~mall hlack lines; those two are in red. The 
pietographs include two features worthy of noLt~. 'rhe first is the presence of square­
shouldered figures, much like ones in the Southw(~!,\t. The second is the occurrence 
of paintings apparently intended to represent atlatls. 

The six hook"end paintings, ilIu!'!lraled in rIMI'! CXV, are almost .identical with 
others on the wall of an overhanging ledge at SiLe No. 56, Terrell County_ (See Plate 
CV.) There is, however, a considerable difference in sizes of the two sets of figures. 
The ones in Val Verde County are only eight inches long, while those in Terrell 
County are almost three feet. Other differences are as follows: 
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1. The "loop." in tll(: Val VenIn COllnty painting8 are almost round; those in 
Terrell County are elliptIcal in shalle. 

2. The "hook." .in the Val Vor'!" County "I",,,irnon,, tlll'll to th" r.ighl and are very 
pronoullced; lhoiir; in Tendl COllnty 111m to th(, left amI have a gradual curvature. 

3, Inc1l1rkd in the Val Verde County grollp i, a fnathnrd l.rojcctil,,; rl<) "H,1l shaft 
is in din'\~t association with tl)(, Tendl COllnty grouJl. 

Despite the minor difTerence~, tl.(,I'C is too striking a similarity between these two 
groups of paintings for them not to huve a common meaning, 

PLATE CXV 

POSSIBLE ATLATLS AND PROJECTILE, SITE NO. 64, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

PLATE, CXVI 

HUMAN REPRESENTATIONS IN HED PA INT, SI.TI':. NO. 6,5, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

1. Two human figures are armless. Dimensions: 17x13 inches,. 

2,. Note feather headdress and position of arms ana feet. Dimensions: llxll inches. 

3. Phallic representation. Dimensions: 17x6 inches,; body 2 inchn~ wide. 

4. Positive print of left ham!. Dimcnsiolls: \)'X1,1/~ irwh.", 

PLATE CXVIl 

IJNllSUAL I-IllMAN FIGURE, SITE NO. 65 

A phallic reprct'!c'llIation., Note the ma8ked head. Dimensiom: 16x81;2 inches, Paint is red. The 
painting po"sihly may represent a horned frog or j]',"rd. 

PLATE CXVIlI 

HUMAN HANDPRINTS AND CONVENTTONALTZED ANIMAL, SITE NO. 67, 
VAL VERDE COUNTY 

The animal, measuring 10%118% inches, loeally i~ referred to as the javalina, or wild hog (Texas 
peccary, Tayussu angulatwn); but i\. may represent a coyote or possibly a dog. 

PLATE CXIX 

PICTOGRAPITSI IN RED, BLACK AND YELLOW, SITE NO. 69, 
VAL VERDE COUNTY 

1. One of the hrightest and best pre~erved of Texas pictographs. Dimensions over ull, ahout 
8x9 feet. Popularly called a "map." 

2. An unusual grou.p, some of the paintings heing 8up'crimposed. Dimensions over all: 8x7% 
feet. Note ihe deer at the ClXtrcme right. 
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PLATE '-XV. 
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FTG. 1M;. HUMAN, ANIMAL AND SYMBOLIC DI~SlGNS, SITE NO. 64., 
VAL VI';.);U)!<: COUNTY 

Colo)'s: No.8, red; all othe:rs bla,ek. Di/llen~ion~: J, 8V::xS inches; 2, 6.",.3 inches; .1, 6V&x3 
inche~; 4" 2 il1('he~ t.all; 5,2,%x1 inches; 6, 7V::x2% inches; 7, 2VI. indlf;ls long; a, 12x8 inches. 
The cfos,shatch in N'J. 8 i~ on the bluff at a height of 15 ["rt. 

FIG. 146. SMALL PICTOGRAPHS IN BLACK, SITE NO. M 

Dimensions: 1, 2% X 11/1 inches; 2, p", i/lches diameter; 3, 4xl V:: inches; 4" 5%x1.1jL inches; 5, 
2I%xI % inches; 6, 5 ineh€s h>ng. 

FIG. 14.7. DIM PIC,TOGRAPHS IN RED, BLACK AND ORANGE, SITE NO. 66, 
VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Dimensions: Group 1, 90xSO inches; 2, 1IJx12, inche~; 3, 2Bx34, inches. 

FIG. 148. CLOSELY SPACED PICTOGRAPHS, SITE NO. 65 

C:o.Jors: Red, black and orange. 
Group 1. Two human figures superimposed over older paintings. Dimen5ions: 82x40 inches. 
Group 2. Dimen~ions: 9x4, feet. Note: the: pitchfork·like de'sign. The, fig,llre: at extreme l·ighl. 

is a pOSlSlble cysthos. 

FIC. 14.9. OLD PICTOGRAPHS IN RED, SITE. NO. 65 

The painting at the Ul,perr rigl\! is suggestive: oJ a rabhit stick. Dinw'Ilsi<'>Jls: Group 1, 96x412 
inches; group 2, 6,,2 feet. 

FIG. 150. INSECTS, PROJE.CTTLEtS AND HUMAN FORMS, SITE NO. 66, 
VAL VERDE COUNTY 

C:olo,r~: Black, red and orange, He,ight, 30 inches. 

FIG. lSI.. AN UNUSUAL CROUP OF PAINTINGS, SITE NO. 66 

Colors: Rerd, black and orange. Dimensions: 75x34, inches. 
T1\1~ picI.lIl'€s InchLde a po~sihle a1lall and shaft, cOllv(:ntional.il.e:d hllmun~, animal~, IIlId a serpent. 

FIG. 152. HUMAN AND A:'<IIMAL REPRESENTATIONS" SITE NO. 66 

Dim(msioll~: GnHlp 1, 72",40 inches; 2, 57x35 in(:he~; 3, 72x36 inches. CoI0l'8: 1, bluck and 
red; 2" black; 3, red and black, 

FIG. 153. OTHER PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO, ()6 

Dhnens,ioIl~: Group 1, 9xS feet; 2, 32x61h inches; 3" 92,x1\1:\ inch •. '·" Colors: 1, hlack and red; 
2, orange and red; 3·, black and red. 

(All groupings by I;h« author except in Fig. 151) 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 64 

Human Repr(lsclltations: 
Square-shouldered figures 
Convcnl.ionali~ed figtll"e~ __________________ . 
Feather headdr('.!;e!; __________________. __________ .. __ 
Armless figures ... _______ . ___ .. __ _ 
Head _ ... _ .. __ .. ______________ .... _ .. ______________ _ 
Arm!;: 

Downward __ . _____________ _ 
Oul.!;l.retched _____ . __ .___ . _____________ ._ .. _ .... 

Phallic _____ . ___ ._________ ____ . ___________ . 

Iluman Workmansh.ip: 
Projectiles 
P08siblc allatl. 
B()w and arrow ____ .. ___________ . 

Lower Life: 

3 
3 
3 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 

3 
5 

Bird ___ ... ___ .. ________________ . .. ________ . _______ 1 
C()lIvelll.ionali7.ed anima! ____________________ ._____ _ 1 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
Cr()sshatch - _._ .... ________ ._ ... ___ _ 
Sun.ray disc .... ___________________ _ 
Curvilinear 

Total 

SITE No. 65 

2 
1 
:I 

Number Pex Cent 

15 

9 

2 

5 

:n 

48 

29 

6 

17 

100 

Pictographs arc on the wall of a large ~hdLer ncar the Pecos River.. The usual 
burnt rocks are present on the floor of the shelter. The wall space 011 which the 
paintings are lo(~atedmeasures about 75xo feet. Some of the paintings have been 
destroyed by spalling of the stone. All the pictures are within easy reach of the Hoot'. 

Some of the dim paintings appear to be much older than a few of the bright ones. 
The latter consist of conventional i<:cd human figure", some of which are phallie, and 
a positive print of a left hand. The handprint is 011 rock that has spalled off and is 
over part of an older painting. One of the human figLlre~ likewise is superimposed 
Over some earlier pictures. The older paintings include zig:l:ags, feathers, oblique 
hatching, connected circles, curvilinear elements, pelts, large insects, projectile 
shafts, eLc. 

It will thus he noted that there is not (Hrly II markcd difference in the st'll.e of preser­
vation of the paintings, but likewise entirel y di.fTerent types of pictures. There is no 
evidence of European contacts. Hence it would seern that the older pictographs were 
made by the first occupants, in early prehistoric times; and the newer one!; in the 
late prehistoric period. This is another way of saying that the earlier paintings 
prohably arc the work of a modified type of Rasket Makers; while the morc recent 
ones resemble the picture-writings thought to have been made by the Mescalero or 
other groups of Apache in late prehistoric and early historic time~. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO.6); 

lIllman Representations: 
Conventional i,,:)(\ 
Arms: 

Outsll'elc:h,·,,1... _____ .... ______ .. ____ .. ____ _ 
Downward . ______________________ _ 
Upraised ___________ ._ ... ___ _ 

Armless 
Hands 
Feather hea,ldres,e, 
Masked head ....... _ .. _______________________________ _ 
Phallic (?) ________ _______ ___ _ 

1I1l-11Wn Workmat!sldp: 

17 

6 
3 
3 
4 
2 
3 
1 
2 

Projectiles (i 

Possible at/atl and shak .. __ .... 1 
Habbit slicb 2 
Cluh ___. ________________________ ... ________ . ]. 
Sword-like element _______________________ 1 

Lower Life: 
Insects 
Pelts (?) 
ConvcntiolluHzed bird 
'[rOle branches, or feathcrs ... __ ._ ... _. ____ .... __ ._ .. 

Gwmetric and Symbolic: 

10 
3 
1 
5 

Oblique hatchin!-\ ._ ... _ ... ______ ... __ .... __________ ....... ____ .... 2 
Perpendicular hatching 4 
Horizontal band lines. ... .............. ___________ 3 
V/~rlic<ll band 1 
Connected circles ____ .. _____ .... _____ .. _____ .. ____ . 2 
Line enclosed hy dMhes 1 
Rayed line ____________________________________ 1 
Amoeboid figllre __ .......... _____________ .. _. ____ .. ____ .... __ .. _ .. ____ 1 
Rectangle 1 
V-shaped elements ..... __ ... 4 
Curvilinear ". 
Crescent or mom) 1 
Pitchfork·like element 1 
Cross __ ... ____ .. ____ .......... ___________________ .. _____ .. ________________ 1 
Eqnal-al'llHJ(J ':1'01;" in cirde ... __ . ___ ..... __ ...... 1 
Problematical 2 

TOltal 

SITE No. 66 

Number Per Cent 

1-1 

11 

19 

30 

101 

41 

11 

III 

:~o 

100 

171 

This pictograph site is st:arcely two [niles from No. 6.5 and oveI"lookfl the Pe(;o~ 

River. The paintings, which are quite dear, cover a comparatively small area on 
the wall of a shelter that measures about lOOx20 feet. The floor of the shelter is 
solid rock, with no deposit. The paint used was red, black, and orange. The pictures 
apparently are prehistoric, there being no indication of European contacts. 

CLASSifICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 6(i 

Human Repr(1swlations: 
Conventionalized 
Arms: 

19 

{J praised .................. ___ ........................ ____ ............... 4 
Outstretched !l 
One missing ..... ___ ............ _____ ....... _____ ........... ____ ... :.1 
Downward 1 

Headless .... _________ ... _________________ 1 
Feather headdres~es 

Number Per Cent 

40 46 



172 The Uni~!ersity oj Texas Publication 

Ilu,m(jt! Workmanship: 
:Kahbil ,tick 
Fringed gurrllenl.~ 
Atlatl and ~haft 
Proj(Jct.il", ............ .. 

'"ower Life: 

1 
('?) ................... ................. 2 

1 
6 

C(lll"cntionali~ed animal, 2 
Animal olltlined in parI: 1 
Snake .. .................................................... 1 
Insects 4 
Lit-ard ......................................................... .... .................... .................... 1 
Horned frog; ................................................... 1 
Plumed serpent 1 

G comelric and Symbolic: 
CUl'v.ilincar 
Single circles 
Conncctt:ld circles, series of 
Horizontal hatching .......................... . 
Crosshatching 
llorimntal bimd line 
Vertical band line ..................... .. 
Parallel zigzags 
Single zigzag 
Rectangle 
Rake .. like clement 
Y .. ~haped elmnent ....... 
Problemutical 

Total 

6 
2 
2 
3 
3 
1 
J 
2 
l. 

............................. 1 

Srm No. 67 

1 
1 
1 

Number 

10 

11 

25 

86 

Per Cent 

11 

13 

30 

100 

The shelter, located in the southern part of I.he (;ounty, h'tK very few painlings. 
All are in red and appear to be prehistoric. Most of them are positive handprint~, 
there being II prints of the right and ten of Lhe left ball(l. The olher pictures include 
conventionalized men and animals. 

CLASSIFICATI.ON OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 67 

Human Representations: 
Hands: 

Righl ............... . 
Left ................... .. 

Conventionalized humul18 
Arm6 downward 
Armless ......... .......................... .. 
Phall ic .................... . 

Human Workmanship: 
Earthenware bOl.l.le or gnUI'd 

Lower Life: 
Conventi~lnal ized anima16 

G cometr':c and Symbolic: 
Sinp;le circles 

Total ........ . 

Srm No. 68 

)0 
11 
2 
1 
1 
] 

Numhecr 

26 

2 

2 

31 

8S 

3 

6 

6 

100 

The paintings arc on the wall of a small l'oek shelter locaLed In a narrow canyon. 
The paintings in the lower pOl'Lion of Fig. 155 are unusual in ~~vt~rul re$pects. 
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No.5 apparently l'epl'ellcnts a rabbit stick; the vertical lines neal' the end depicting 
grooves, such as frequently found on archaeological specimens from this region. 

N:I'S. 6 and 8 are painted entirely in green. Nos. 7 and 9 combine green and red. 
This is one of the few Texas sitcs where green paint was used in picture-writing. The 
!:lource of the paint will be discussed in another place. Other sites where it oeeurs 
are Nos. 2, ]4,30, EI Paso, Culbersoll, and lefT Davis Counties. 

Fig. ISS, () has the general shape of a rabbit stiek, hut has the tdltalc aLlatl llpur 
at one end. No.7, with a mop.like end painted red, is suggestive of a paint brush. 

There is no evidence of European contaet; but the paintings do not appear extremely 
old and may be of the late prehistoric period. 

FIG. 1.% HUMAN, ANIMAL AND GEOlVm:rRJC PAINTINGS, SITE NO. 67, 
VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Dimcnsions: 1, 2, 22J{12. inches; 3" 10,,8 incllt,~. No. 4· i~ ~llggt";jtive of an earthenware or 
g(Jtu'(1 ve'8sel. 

FIG. 155. UNIlSUAL PICroGRAPHS IN BROWN, HED, GREEN AND BLACK, SITE NO. 68, 
VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Dimension~ over all: 12'x7 feet. 

FIG. 156. CAltNIVOlWUS ANIMALS, PERIIAPS PUMAS Olt MOUNTAIN LIONS, 
SITE NO. 69, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

These long-tailed, large: eat-liker an.imals are ve'fY 8u!-l!-le~tive of the gray mountain lion (Felis 
couguar aztecus), enmmonly called panther or cougar. The !(,ehniqtlc of painting i~ 1I11usual, the 
figllrtl8C having been formed by a se.rie~. of dUpi i"ul linc's. G,lor, red. Lar!-le animals of this 
type' though not numerous arc typical of the paintin!-ls in the lower Pecos River region. 
Dimensions: 16x4, feet. 

FIG. 157. PAINTINGS OF ANIMALS AND THEE OR FEATHEH-LIKE DESIGNS, SITE NO. 69 

Thi.i. a detlliled .kel.eh of purt of the pu.intin:.;s in Plate CXXI V, 3. 

FIG. I5H. PICTOGRAPHS TN RED AND BLACK,. SITE NO. 69 

Dimensions: 80x4,1 inch!:'s. Noto the fly-like dC8ign and pitchfork ellemc'llt. 

FIG. 1.59. SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS 11'< REn AND BLACK, SITE NO. 69 

Note the four-fingt'1'ed hand Ilnd what Uppe(\l'$ to ],", a pm!<'{,tiler piercing the arm. 

FIG. 160. PICTOGRAPHS IN RED. BLACK AND ORANGE, SIT,)'; NO. 69 

Dimensions: 8xll feet. Nute the 8un-Ji~G re8ting; Oil the mun's outf;lrClehed ann. 

FIG. ]61. UNUSUAL PAINTINGS IN BLACK AND RED, SITE NO. 69 

Note' the go·t:ulh,rd yu(:(,a 1,lo8som, No. :3,; and at.latl with shaft:, No>. 4. Dimensions: 9,,6 fe'et. 

FIC. 162. HUMAN FIGURE ARMED WITH AT'LA'l'L AND< SHAFT, SITE NO. 69 

Note the feather headdress, fringed garment, and ins.ect.like, ohject. !ius;ponded frum each out.· 
st.r'!t.<.,hed arm. These ann altaChmCIIlI.S. are sugg(!·~t.ive of hag~ Of pou.ehes. 

FTC. 16;3. PICTOGRAPHS IN RED AT SITE NO. 70, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

The nelgatlve handprint has a IJllinte,d outline. The rounded figure may repr~sent a shield. 
Dimensions: S%x3 feet. 

(Groupings by the aathor in Figs. J,"4, 15.1, 1.58, 160, 161.) 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. lill 

Humlm R(!prcs(l/!tations: 
Conventionalized 
Arms \I pl'ai~ed _ . _ .. _. ____ ... _______________ _ 
Armless _ .. ___________ .. __ ... ____________ .. . 
Legless 
Fea\:her headdress ____________ .. __ . __________ ._. 

flwnan Workmanship: 
Habbit Stick8 en ._ .. ___________ _ 
Atlatl __ . ____________________ ._ 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 
1 

Atlat! and projl1ctilc_ ... _____ _ ...... ___ 1 
Paint bnl8h ('?) 

Lower Life: 
Insect __ ._ ... _________ _ 

Geometric and Symboli,;: 
Rayed sendc.ireles 
Parallel lines 

Total ____ .... _. 

1 

....... """." ..... ,,. 5 
1 

SITE No. (i9 

Numbe'!" Per Ccnt 

6 

1 

6 

19 

32 

32 

4., 

32 

100 

175 

The shelter in which the!;e paintings are located faees east, overlooking the Pecos 
Riv,~r. The dimensions are ahoul120x70x50 feet. In the rear center is a midden 
deposit. 

PaintingR range along the wall for a distance of about 90 feet. The lowest are 
three feet ahove the floor, the highest eight feet. The colors are hlack, red, and 
yellow. All appear to be prehistoric. 

Plate CXIX, 1 may be inlended for a conventionalized human .figure. The meaning 
of the unusual attaehments to the legs is doubtful. The body of the figure is in red, 
hounded hy yellow stripes. The legs are yellow, with the insect-like objects in red 
attached. The presence of large insects, associated with certain human-like features, 
is a cultural trait common to the region. 

Plate CXIX, 2 includes three cOllvenl.ionalized humans, a cleer, a possible thunder­
bird, (I spider-like element and several problematical figures. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMEN'I'S, ST'rE NO. Ii9 

Human Reprcs(11!tcttions: 
Conventionalized 
Arms: 

O\lt~tretchcrl 
Downward 
Uprui~ed 

34, 

Arlul.css ~""". """"" '''.0 ••••••••••••••••• """" •••••• """" ••• ". 5 
One arm tni~!-iing 
Arm decoration: 

.. __ ...... _ .. _.______ 1 

Feather __________ .. _______________________________________ .... __ 4 

Other 3 
Legless _____________ .. _ . 1 
Leg decoration __ . _______________ . ___ ._.___________________ 1 
Headdresf\: 

Feather ________ .... __ .. _ ________ 5 
Horn ________________________________________ J 
Ot.her ________ .. _____ .. _ .. _________________________________________ 1 

Headless 2 
Fringed garments ________________ ... ____ 4, 
Phallic 1 

Number Per Cent 

89 37 
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PLATE CXX 

INTR[CATE GRmlP OF PAINTINGS IN BLACK, ORANGE AND RED, SITE NO. 69, 
VAL VERDE COUNTY 

The picture:~ include a numhcr of human figure!;, a hu.l.l .• ,,·rtly-like- design, connected circles, 
zig,.ug" an.1 vari .. It." nthHr el.,tlamt" Two .. f the human figure~ havel Ihn; ... hnu.l~ downward, 
Dimensions over all: 17x5% feet. 

PLATE CXXI 

)IIJMAN, INSECT AND GEOMETRIC FIGliRES, SITE NO. 69 

DimCll"i"Il8; 66x440 inches. Note the ten tarantula·like' demcnts on each side of the tall 
Inunan figure. 

PLA TE C:XXlI 

PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 69 

1. COIlVCllliollulizm[ human figures. Dimensions: 58x5R jl\t:h'~8, 

2. Hllman figure wearing horn hnHdd .. ",,; connected circles, conventionalized hands, etc. 
DillHHl,ions: 72:x74, inclw •. NOln 11.." feather-like arm decoralion, 

PLA TE CXXIII 

PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO, 69< 

1. Dimensionl';: 71/~x4%1 feet. The olltslanding pit:\.ure i~ the human fignre at the right, with 
atlall and projet:l.ilc in ham\. (Sec Fig. 162.) 

2. Dimeillsions: 1O%)(/} f(~·e", Colors, black, red and orunge, 

PLATE CXXIV 

CONVENTIONAI.fZED AND SYMBOLIC 1'A INTINGS, SITE NO, 69 

1. Problematical figure. huck .h~"'r and fawn. Color, 1'1".1 urltl hla<::k, Dir:nl'nsions·: 38x52' inche~. 

2. Conventionalized human representation, meW-lllrin:z; 40.x20 inches. Colors, hlaek~ :t'('~d. and 
()rang~. 

:~. Trltricule animal and feather·like de8ip;n~, painted in blm:k, red and orange. Note the han.[ 
Jine from which "bjm:I.!; ure ~u8pendcd. Po,,;ihfy a map. Dimensions: 12x6 feN, (Sel) Fi[,(. 1 S7,) 
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HUTnclrt Workmanship: 
Atlal.Js "', ... ,"'_"""'_""""""'" ... ,"",.,'" 
Atlatls and shafts.,.".,. """"""",.," 
ProjC<;Liles .... ,.. """"""""_"""""'" _.", 
Clubs .,',.,"'_"""""""',.,'" 
Pole ladders (?) 

Lower Life: 
Conventionalized animals ", .. , .. ,",. 
Carnivorous animals 
Deer . """""""""""" 

3 
3 
7 
2 

13 

4 
2 
;:; 

SnakeR 2 
Plumed serpent _",.,',. . ._""""""'" 1 
Thllnderbird 1 
Conventionalized hird 1 
Insects _"""""", .. , .... " .. , ... ,""""""""'" 20 
Spider ,.,""",.,"""""""',.,"""""'_"""""'" 1 
Centipede """""""""',.,"', ... ,""""""" 1 
~ullerl1y __ """"""" __ ""'" 1 
1 rees .. ,""",.". ,. """""""_., .. ,""_""""""'" 3 
Yucca stalk ] 

C cometrie and Symbolic: 
Single circles" .,', .. ,""""""',.,"'" 10 
Connected circles, series oL""""". ::I 
Semicircles """"" 2 
~aye!l. seruidrcle8 3 
Curvllmear """"""""""_""""""""""'""'_""""""'_"""""""""""".""'""' 2 
Rectangles ... , ..... """" , .. ""., ."" 4 
Perpendicular hatching ""., .. ""' 12: 
ObliquC' hatching """"""""'_""""""_""_"".""'_,."""" .3 
Hnri>:ontal hatching "",. 1 
Horizontal band line'S."", ... """"""."""""""""""""""" .. """" ... I() 
Parallel zigzag Hnes ...... """""""" ... """""""""",. ] 
Zigz,lg li rl"'~"".,., """"""""""""' . """"""' 2 
Amoeboid fip;ure '""""""""""""""""_""""""""""""""""""""., 1 
Punctate """"""""""."""" '"" """" .""' 2 
Y,shllpod de.ment """"""' .,."""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 1 
Feather-like element.s 12 
Ladder.like flJcment .. , .... , .. ,."""""", .. "" 1 
Pitehfork·like element 1 
Sun,ray disc """""""""""" 1 
Rayed cross 1 
Prohl",mutical .............. , .. """""""""""" .. """""""" .. "" ]:) 

Total 

SITE No. 70 

Number 

28 

43 

88 

248 

Per Cen\: 

10 

17 

.36 

100 

The shelter in which these paintings are located has a !'lloping floor with no 
midden deposit. Its dimensions are aboul ] 50x30x50 feet. The paintings, done in 
red, consist of a few human, animal and symbolic designs. 

The pnintingfl at this site show no evidence of European eontaet hut apparently 
are of no great age. They perhapfl belong to the late prehistoric period. 



Picture-Writing 0/ 1'exas Indians 

CLASSTJ.'ICA'I'ION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 70 

lluman R('fir(}~<ln!fltions: 
COllventionali~cd ___ "" 
Arnl~ downward ____ " _______ "" ____ " ___ " __ "" 
Ne/.\ative huodprintK """ __ "_" ____ " _____ _ 

Hatnf/,n Workmanship: 
Shield (?) " ___ " ___ "_""_"""" __ """"""""" ____ "_""""_""_" __ "" 

Lower Life: 
Wolve" """"" __ ""_" __ "_""_" ___ " __ "" ____ ""_" __ "_"_""""" ____ " 
!:inuke 
Insect "__"" ______ "" ____ " 
C()nvt'lJil:i(')tl~Ltiztl(1 {tniml:ll "_0 .... ____ ••• , .. 

Total ____ "_" """"_" __ "_"_""" _____ "_ 

SITE No. 71 

1 
] 

2 

2 
1 
1 
1 

Number Pcr Cent 

4 1'() 

1 10 

50 

10 IOO 
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A large eircular shelter at this site, with di.rnensions of about 1.9Sx135x4.o feel, 
has m.any pictographs on it~ wall. The noor slnpes from back to front; but i~ covered 
with a deposit of cHlnp refuse, deepefit along the hack and side wall. Located near 
the hack is a spring that furnishes permanent water. 

The paintings have been preserved on part!'! of the wall, in spite of a certain amount 

of seepage over the roek con~tituting it. 

PLATE CXXV 

A VIEW 01" PECOS CANYON LOOKING OUT FROM SITE NO. 70, 
VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Pl.,ATE CXXVI 

SNAKE, NEGA'l'IVE HANDPRINT AND SO·CALLED WOLVES, SITE NO. 70 

Dimensions over all.: 14,x4 feet. Small rabhit and hird.1 ike figures apl"'tlr ,tI the extrem~ left. 

PLATE CXXVII 

A VIEW OF THE SHELTER AT SITE NO. 71, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

PLATE CXXIX 

PICTOGRAP.lISIN RED, BLACK AND ORANGE, ~ITE NO. 7J 

1. Unusual curvilinear alul hatcherl design. ])irn"nHiono over all: 92x4·1 indies. Note t.hat th,., 

mmtral design is enclosed hy parallel "igzllg Iincs. 

2. Large insect-like painting. pierced hy two projc-ctiles. Dimcn8ions: 22x 18 ill(:hc,,_ 

PLATE CXXX 

PICTOGRAPHS AT Srrl'; NO. 72, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Dimensions over all: 20xl6% feet. Piclllrcs are dim and damaged by 8plllling. 

1. Unusual vine" or snake-like designs and group, of parallel ~.ig)r.ag liIwB. Color, red. 

2,. Parallol zigzags in red, black and orange; deer, other convcntionali~c(l ulliJ11al~ !\!l(1 large 

insects, or frogs, in. red. 
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PLATE CXXHn 

A BLA:'>KET-LIKE DESIG:'>-, SITE :'>0. 7L YAL VERDE COL:'>TY. TEXAS 

Painted in orange and bordered with red. Dimen5ion5: about 6,,51,~ feet. Located on wall 12 feet ahoye the flGor. 
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The paintings are pn~historie and appear to have been made hy the occupantg who 
left the deposit in the shelter. The large insect·like figures, some of which are 
pierced by prnje(;Lilcs, show a striking resernhlaIH:t~ Lo cerLain painLings at SiLe No. 82, 
same county. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SI'l'F: NO. 71 

H UfT!a1l Representations: 
Convcnljonalizcd 
Projectile wound 

lluman Worlrmanship: 
Projectile" 4 
Pol.., ladder ........................................................... 1 

Lower Life: 
IlIs",:[" ................................................. .. 
Plumed ~erJlenl~ 
Proje<:t.ile wounds in animals ........ . 
Tret! .................................................................. . 

Cco7n(,tric and Symbolic: 

I.) 

2 
2 
1 

Perpendicular hatching ................................... 1 
Obliqlle hal.ehing ..... .. ..................................... 2 
Crosshatch ..................................................... 1 
ll.orimntal band line .. .. .................................. 1 
Rcctangh~" 4 
Concentric circles 1 
Conncctc,l circl"" 1 
Curvilinear . ]. 
Parallel zigzags ................................................ S 
Sinl.\le zil.\zal.\s ............... . ................................. 5 
TJ .shap.).] elements . ...................... . '" 3 
V·shaped elements .................................... _ ....... 2 
Ladder·like e.lement ..... 1 
Anchor·Ukfl elmncms 2 
Blanket·likc clement ...................... 1 
Haiti symhol 1 
Problematical 2 

Total ............ . 

SITE No. 72 

Number PCt' C(,nt 

2 

5 

34 

55 

4 

9 

2.5 

62 

100 

Located ncar Site No. 71 is another shelter about HOx60x40 feet. Its !lOOl j" covered 
by midden deposit; there also arc many rocks that have fallen fnHn the roof. 

1'h<': pidogruph", noL nurnerou~, are intricate and characLeristic of the old paintings 
of the region. There are induded a few animalistic designs that appe,lJ' to he more 
recent. The predominant color in most of the paintings is red. A few, however, are 
black with red outlines. One of the outstanding features is the presence of large 
insecl~. 

Referring to Fig. ] 67, iL is possible that the rayed U.shaped clements at the top 
of group 1, and the semicircles at the bottom of No.2, might represent stretched 
rabbit nets, set up with stakes. ArieL with accompanying stakes was found, in a 
West Texas cave, by an arehaeological expedition from The Univer~iLy of Texas. 

In the lower part of group 1, above figure, the eonventionalized animal-partly 
enclosed by a line or eonneded circles-is almost surrounded by projectiles. Nearby 
are two figures that may represent hunters. 
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FIG. 1M. PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 71, VAL VERDE COUN'fY 

Colors: l'ted, blu"k lind orunge. DilIl",,"ion": 1, 20%x 16 .ind,,~s; 2, winp;: spread, S Y:l inches; 
3, 22x17 inche.; 4. 171<10 inche~; 5, :36x12 inchel;. 

FIG. 165. PICTOGRAPIIS AT SITE NO. 71 

)<'IC.166. CONVENTIONALIZED HUMANS, I NSI.:c:rs, AND CHOSSHATCH DESIGNS, 

st'rE NO. 72. VAL V EHDE COTINTY 

Colors: Bhl"k, red and orange. DilIlensIolI": 7x12 feet. Note that the human ligures wear 
fouther Iwuddrcsses. The' 81 ippled animals illustrate an UIlUHUld teehnique suggestive of that 
found in certain pc~roglyphs at Silo No. 11, Hudsl"lth Clmnty. 

I~IG. 167. 1 NSECfS, FROG, HUNTING SCENE, AND OTHER PICTlIRES, SI'l'E NO. 72 

Color.: Red, orange and black. Dimell~ions: GI'OUp I, (i.x4, feet.; 2, about Y,%x4,% feet; and 
:3, 40x33 inches. Note the concentric circlet; il\ group No. 1. 

FIG. 168. SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS AT SrJ'E NO. 73.A, VAL VEHDE COUNTY 

The target-like figure to the left, pi<:reed by a projectile, may symbolize a ~hield. The 2ig~ag 
clemont prnbably l'(:pr(ls(j/lt~ u :;nuke. The human figure partly ,mcio:;ed hy 3 row~ of \1,.>1." i5 
unusual in that it .hows what appears to be an ada II and :;ltaft. Dimensions: Ilx2% feet. 

FIG. 169. l:HJMAN AND S,YMBOLTC FIGURES, SrrE NO. 74" VAL VERDE COUNTY 

CoIOI-$: Bh\<:k, red und yellow. Dimen~ions: H4x2H lnche". 

(Groll,pings by the (Jwhor, «XG('pt in Fig. 166.) 
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FIG. 164. 

FIG.lbG. 

J 
FIG. 165'. 

FIG. 1~7. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 72 

Human RCpn'selltmions: 
Conventiollaiizt;d ................... . ..... B 
Arms upraised ............................... tl 
Ann]"J;8 ........................... . 4, 
Legless 1 
Feal.her headdreBses ......... ........ . ...... 4, 

Human Workmanship: 
Projc"til,,~ 
Bow and arrow 
Pole ladder 

I,ower Life: 

8 
.................... 1 

1 

Insects ('?) . .................... . ......... 16 
Stippled animaJi.; ..............................3 

Dent ........................ .. ............... 2 
Conventionalized animal _________________ ._. 1. 
Lizard ........................ _. . ................. 1 
Conventionalized hird 1 
Centipede ('!) .. __ . ] 
PlIIllWd J;el'pent 1 
ButtcrIiy or larg(j fly ..... __ . ___ . __ .. ______ . 1. 

CeO/netl'/(: (lnd Symbolic: 
Concentric circle~ __ .............. .15 
COllnected eirdcs, serle!; ,,1. ....... __ ........ __ ... [ 
(:oncentric selllieirde J 
Rayed. ~emicircles ____ ... _.____ ................... __ . 1, 
Series of parallel zigzug lines ..... 9 
Feath(jr.like elements _____ .... __ ....... _. __ ... __ .. ;; 
Crosshateh .. ______________________ 2 
Rectangle _________________ ... . ... __ .. __ ....... ______ ....... 1 
Triangle ... ............... __ .... __ ....... 1 
Curvilinear _______________ ., ____ .. 2 
Rayed discs .. .................. .. .. __ . 6 
Perpendicular halddng 7 
Punctate .... __ ........ __ .... __ .. __ ........... ____ . ............ 1 

TOI,,\ 

SITE No. 73 

Number Per Cent 

21 

10 

27 

.55 

113 

1\1 

9 

24 

48 

100 

Because of their proximity, a rock shelter and two slightly overhanging ledges 
have been grouped here under one Rite number. The first of these, designated as 
Site No. n-A, iti H sheller measuring 90xlHxl2 II:d. The Hoar is ahout eight feet 
w.ide and the shelter !:ontHinIS practieally no midd.,n dtlPUISiL This condition may have 
resulted from Hooding by hack·water in the canyon, coming II'om the Rio Grande. 
Site" No, 73·B and C are low, have ISolid, dean roek floors and were flooded each 
freshet. (See Plate CXXXVlll.) There are 12 mortar holes in the canyon adjaeent 
to the thrne ~heltt~r~. On the bluff nearby, overlooking [he Rio Grande, is an exten­
sive campsite eonsisLing of several small burnt-rock middens. 
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SITE No, 73-A 

The wall of the main shelter, for a spaee of 75 feet, is covered with a mass of p,linl­
ings in red, black, and orange. These appe,lf to be of different ages, many being 
superimposed over oLhers. There is no eviden(;l~ in this shelter of European contael, 
uIlIe,,':; it be the sword-like elements that arc repeated !'Ievel'al times. Since, however, 
thi~ design appears in other old sites, it would seem to be prehistoric. Many of the 
paintings are of human figures wearing feather headdresses. Among the other picture!> 
are various insect-like designs. A small clement, prominent on account of the number 
of times repeated, is a hisected drcle suggeslive of the projectile and shield common 
among the paintings of the region. In most f:ases, however, the shafts of the projectiles 
are longer than those here represented. 

Although some of the paintings on the wall of Site No. 73-A are as much as ten feet 
above the floor, they could have been painted by an adult standing on the Hoor and 
wielding a stick with a paint brush or "mop" attached to the end. Since, however, the 
wall has considerable curvature, it seems probable that a harefoot artist might have 
dirnbed up a few feet and maintained his balanee while painting. The writer did this 
while measuring certain piclures. 

PLATE CXXXI 

PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 73 A, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Photograph of water color sketch made from orijl;inal. (West section.) 

PLATE CXXXlf 

PTCTOGRAP]rs 1'11' S1'.!.'E NO. TI-A 

Photograph of water color ~ktll(:h made! frolll origillal. (l'vfi,ltll •. " ~"<:Iinn.) Not.e' the, sword-like 
elements and the numerous small bisected circles. 

PLATE CXXXlII 

OTIJER PIC'I'OGRAI'IIS AT SITE NO. 73 A 

Pll<.lt,'gruph of water col'lf sk",t"io mad", hom original. (East. ,,"'Iioll.) 

PI,ATE CXXX.I V 

DIM PICTOGRAPHS A'l' SITE NO. T\-A 

Note the sword-like demonts Ilcar upper left. 

PLATE CXXXV 

CONVENTIONALIZED IIUMANli'IGURES, SITE NO. 7:1-A 

1. Puilltillg~ out.line·d in re:,l with hlack hal' dowll e(mt.,,:\". Note the urm decoration. 

2. Tall, slim figure with arms upraisctl. Red outlilW willi black !Jar ,town lite center. 
Decoration on one arm. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 73·A 

Iiunlan Reprcs(lntations: 
ConvenLionalized .4-0 
Arms: 

Uprai~ed 18 
Downward 1 
Outstretched .................................... H, 

Armless ....... 4 
One arm missing; ........ ........................... 1 
Ann dw:oration~ 7 
Legless ........................................................................... ~, 

Head ............... 1 
Viscera ............................... 1 
Feather headdresses ................................... 24 
Fringe,l garments 8 
Projectile wound 1 

HUTlH~n Workmanship: 
Rabbit sticks ...... 4-
ALlaL] and shaft ................. 1 
Projectiles 3 
l'ndectile points .................... 2 
Hafted ,tone illlpltlment (?) 1 
Club ............................................................ 1. 
Sh ielrl, 1.'1' target 1 

LoweT Life: 
Conventionalized 
Snake 
Insects .................. . 

animals ................................ 11 
1. 

. .......................... 24 
4 Spiders 

f:entipedeo; (?) ........................................... 2 
Butterfly ....... . 1 
Yu(~ca blossoms ('?) ........................................ 7 

Ceol1wtric and Symbolic: 
Perpendk\llar hatching 
Horizontal band liner; .. 6 
Ray",d horizontal band line .......................... 1 
13isected circles: 

Small .. 
Large ........... . 

Concentric circles 
CurVilillnal' 

........................... 42 
. .......................... 4, 

.......................... 1 

Amoeboid fill: II res ................................. . 
;1 

.. 5 
1 
] 

Punctate . 
Rectangle 
Enelo:;lire: 

Of daslleo ............. ....... .. 1 
Of dotl; ........................................... 1 

Single zigzags ............ .............. 4 
Parallel zigzaf!;s ....................................................... 6 
Banner-lJke elernenl~ ........................ 2 
Sword·like clements .............................................. 6 
Equal.armed (:ro~s ........................... 1 
Cross ................................................................... 1 
Rainbow (?) 1 
Rain symbol ] 
Problematical 8 

Tolal ... , ........................................................ . 

Number 

13 

50 

101 

288 

Per Cent 

43 

5 

17 

35 

100 

189 
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PLA TE CXXXVI 

CLOSE·1IP OF DIM PAINTINGS AT SITE NO. 7Cl A, VAL VERDE (:mINTY 

PLATg CXXXYH 

PAINTING SHOWING HIIMAN VISCERA, SITE NO. 7.3-A 

Note the vertebrae and rib~, (ll~" fellthcl' headdress and arm decoration. 

PLATE CXXXVlII 

Vll';W OF CANYON IN WHICH SHELTERS ARE LOCATED 

Site No. n-B may be ~een at lower left. 

PLATE CXXXIX 

HISTORIC PAINTINGS AT SITE NO. n-B 

Dilllml~ion8 llver all: llx6 feCI .. 

PLATE eXL 

MAN POINTING TOWARD A HIGH PAINTING, SITE NO. 73-C 
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YIG. l70. CONVENTIONALIZED PAINTINGS, SITE NO. 710, VAL VE.RDE COUNTY 

C.ol(}r~: 1, yellow oUIJined in hlaek; 2, hlu(,k; :),. I'ml and. black; 4" red; 5, hluck; 6, rd and 
yellow. Dimensions: il, 72x60 inches. No.4 may be a dOlld (lnd rain symbol, 01' possibly a scalp. 

FIG. 171. PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 74 

Group 1: 0>lor6, rt,d and hla(:k. Dimen~i()ll~: 122.x34 inches. 

Groups 2~-3: Red, yellow and black. 

Group 4,: Oullinlld in n:d; II P PI)'!' I'l!lci hlac:k; ciroIt:s, hlack, on a yellow har:kgrnund. 

FIG. 112. HUMAN FIGURES AND CLllBS, SITE NO. 740 

C ... l(,.rs: Red, hlut:k and yellow. 

FIG. In. REPIU£SENTATIONS OF IIlJMAN AND LOWER LIFE, SITE NO. 75, 
VAL VERDE CGtlNTY 

Color, red. Note Ihe headdresses. 

FIG. ]71,. PICTOGRAPHS AT SlTE NO. 75 

Color, red. Note the unusual projectile at left and al.lall, with ~haft. al righi, 

FIG. 175. lllJMAN AND SYMBOLIC l'AINTINGS, SITE. NO. 75 

Color, red. Note the horn hcaddrcso and arm de('ol'aljo"" 

(Croltpings by the (lll,thor, cxnijll in Fig. 172) 
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SITE No. 73·13 

Thf: wall of this overhanging ledge has on it a ntHl\bt~r of historie paintings in red 
and orange. The paint is quite clear and lllay he seen for some distance. The painling~ 
include a human fIgure with a large cross ahove the head and a small OIW in each 
upraised hand. Eyes, mouth, and n()~e arc indicated. The total height is six feet, 
with a width of 14 inches. Two positive prints or the right hand arc on the wall 
nearhy. A few feet to the right is a hOI'i:\p l'aintNI in red. It has a long, slender neek, 
very similar to (:t~l"tain IHlillling~ marlf~ by hisloric Kiowa and Comanche Jndian~.'7 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 73-H 

Hlunan Representation,~: 
Conventional i~tld I 
Arms II pm.i8ed _ _ __________________ . ___ .. __ . _____________ .. 1 
Posi!.iv..., handprinl" 

Lower Life: 
Horse 

(;uomelric and Symbolic: 
Cros8es 
N umeral.illn .1011:\ 
Problemut leal 

Total 

2 

J2 
10 
1 

SITE No. n·c 

N umber PC'!· C(llll 

4 14-

4-

2:3 112 

2B 100 

Only a few dinl paintings remain on the roof of this overhanging ledge. They are 
located ahout 20 feet high and apparently required the ll!;e of a ladder-unless a 
huge boulder has since washed away. 

SITE No. 74 

The shelLer, rather difficult of approach, is located in a C<ltlyon wall and measures 
13o.x30xl(j feet. There is a level, midden·covered floor space of 63x8 feet. In the 
adjacent ledge, under the overhang, are 1.6 mortar holes or the narrow, shallow type. 
One is five inches wide and ](j inches deep; no other i~ more than three inches deep. 

The wall paintings, old and d im, al'!~ lo(:at(~d ahout lfm feet ahove the floor. But a 
slIlaIl ledge three feet from the nooJ' probahly was utilized by the priJnitive artists as 
a bench on which to sland. The pictures, in yellow, red, and black, are in the middle 
section and eover a wall space of 4.5 feet. 

47Smith, Dr. S. L. S., Colledion of Hi,toric Indian PajntinA~, work of Oklahoma Indians in 
Jal.e 1870'8 and early 1880's .. Made for Dr, Smith ut the time hI) was attached to 10th U.S. 
Cavalry, stationed at Fort Concho, Texas. Privately owned. 
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Group 1 in Fig. 1 71 <:ontain~ !>even problematieal paintings thaI. are suggestive of 
Illla'Is. Four are ill hlaek and three, red. The long, bent proieetile, ill red, ~as super­
imposed over two of the black atlatl·like or !Sword· like elements. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 71-

H utnan Representations: 
Con ventionul iznd 

Arms: 
Outstretched 
Uprait\,,,1 

Armless 
Arm dccorat.ions ............ . 

14 

22 
2 
a 
2 

Dancing figur'e' ....... .. . ........................ 13 
Feather headdre8ses 
Ileadles, 
Fringed g,u'rn(1l1t 

lIflm,(ln Workmanship: 
Allall and ,haft 
Atlatl only 
P"t\"ihlc "tlath ................................... .. 
Projectile~ ..... - .............. .. 
Rabbit iitick .................. . 
Club 
Pole ladders 

l,l)wer !,iff!: 

II 
2 
1 

1 
1 
7 
2 
1 
1 
S 

Plumed serpents ...................... 2 
Tm;C<)l .......................... .. L 

(;(lOrnfilriG (lrul Sym'/){)li(): 

PerpeIHli<:ular hatching .................... .. 2 
Horizontal hatching 1 
Venical hand I inc ............. .. 1 
Hcctangle 1 
Curvilinear .................. . 1 
Singlfl l.ig~agii ............................... .. 2 
Parallel zigz,rg8 ..................................... . 2 
S •. ,rie" of numeration dO\.8 ................. .. 2 
Gr(lUlld.lillt, representation I 
Clond and rain "ymh"l I 
Pr"hl"malieal 1 

Totul __________ . ______ __ 

SITE No. 75 

Number Per Cent 

70 66 

J8 17 

3 3 

IS 14 

]()6 ]00 

Thp, pi<:tographs are on the wall of a large shelter that faces south, overlooking 
the nio Grande. 'rhc shelter conLains evidence of cxlensive occupation. The wallis 
~oot-c()\'ered to ~1J(:h nn extent that some of the old paintings are partly ohliterated. 
The pictures are in red and e()nsi~l of human, insect, and symbolic figures. Some 
of the former are much like certain ones at Site No. n-A. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN F.LJ<;I\IJ~NTS. SITE NO.7;' 

Number Per Cent 
llnman Representations: 

ConventionalizHd 
Fr'inW"ld. garment.s __________ . 
I."cather headdress,," 
Horn ]I<:addl"'''''" 
Ann decorations .................. . 
I lead less 
Ann, ",,('(Ii,led 

............ 0 
2 
3 
1 
2 
2 

l-Tead .................................... . 
:3 
1 

l-Il.lII/.{l/I, 1/?odcmanship: 
Pole ladders 
Projectile 
A Iiall lind ,huh 

'.ower !,i/a: 
(:onvelllio(luli'l,eci animals 
Frnp; ........................... . 
Tn,,,,,!, ............... __ _ 
Animal pelt (?) .... . 
Trees 

11, 

I 
......................... 1 

:-\ 
1 

____ _ __ ___ _ 1 
1 
2 

Y\H:(:a hlossoms ('~) __ ............... . .............. ____ 2 

20 

6 10 

10 17 

FIr.. 176. SYMBOLIC DESIGNS,. SITE NO.7;', VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Colnl', 1"·"11. Ilirr",nsions: I, height, 32 indl(:;;; 2, height, 26 inches, 

l'le. In PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE, NO. 76, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

C"lorg: Bluck, red and ydlnw. 

FIG. J7H. J-IUMAN ANn SYMBOLIC DESIGNS, SITE NO, 76 

Colors: Black and ree\. 

FIG. 179. PAINTINGS SUGGESTIVE OF THE PL{IMF.D SI'.:RP.ENT, Srl"E NO. 77, 

VAL VERDE COUNTY 

'1"1 ... , lower design is, 10 feet long and sllow~ a close: resemblance to serpents pecked into the 

>;1(ll'w at Sites N(I. ~.(), Brewster COllnly, III and 172, CIIlhcniOn COllllty, It al,<.I i, ,imilar to 
paimings at Sites No. ()() and 139, Val Verd" and Kimhle COlllllie;;. The element.~ above l;1Ii!,ge:;;t 
pi'ojeeliles. 

FIG. IHO. PETROGLY\'IIS AT SITE NO. Al, VA.L VEnnE COUNTY 

Conn<e(:l.ed circles, jlJ'ojectile point, (:qllal'armed en'S5 encl()sed in circle, etc. 

(Figs. 177 and 1711, colirtesy of E. C. Niebuhr.) 

(Fig. 179, courtesy of W. E. ilfr:Car8(1n, J r.J 
(Grouping.\ by the author, except in Fig. 179.) 
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C('omlftric and Symbolic: 
Amoeboid flp;ures .... 
Perpendicular hatching 
Horimnlal Il<1t"hing 
Hi8ect.ed circles .................................................. . 
Cllrvilinear 
T"rraced .,Iernen!. 
Cloud and rain symboL ........ . 
Rectangle .................................................................... . 
Haved line 
y.shaped clement ................................ . 
Parallel ~ig~ag, .............................................. . 

Total 

SIT!!: No. 76 

Number 

<) 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 22 

.'ia 

Per Cent 

38 

100 

On the wall of a large shelter ncar the Rio Grande are a few pietographi5 painted in 
black, red, and yellow. They (:onsi;;l of human, geometric, and symbolic figures. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 76 

HLUlwn Representations: 
Cnnvenlinnuliz"d ...... ....... ............ .. 8 
Feather headdress .............................................. . 1 
Arms: 

Oul~lrelGhed .... . 6 
Uprai8ed ............................................................. . 2 

Arm clecoral.lon 1 
J.egleo;g ...... . ....................................................... . 2 
Projectile wound 1 

HllInall Workmflnship: 
Bow and arrow ] 
Projectile ............................................................. 1 
Shield ............................... ................... 1 

Lower Life: 
Snakes ............................................... . 

Geom.etric (Ind Sym.bolic: 
R(lGlangles 
Oblique hatching 
Sun symbol 
Curvilinear .................. . 
Problematical 

Total 

10 
........................... 7 

SITE No. 77 

1 
2 
2 

Number Per Cent 

21 4,5 

3 5 

2 4 

22 46 

100 

The site, reported by W. E. McCarson, J r., is featured by several painted snake­
like designs. No representative of The University of Texas has visited the shelter. 

SITES No. 78, 79, AND 80 

Pictographs at these sites have been reported by W. E. McCarson, Jr., hut have not 
been studied by anyone from The University of Texas. 
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SITE No. Bl 

This is an outstanding petroglyph site, with the de~jgns pecked into all extensive 
fiat stone surface on a level with the surrounding land. The location is adjacent to 
a me~a and On the dean hori;,o;onlal rock surface of the third terrace of the prcsent 
stream ehalmel. The surface of the partially stolle-covered terraee slopes gently from 
the mesas to the north and east toward the next lower terrace. 

Occasional heavy rains cause water to flow over the petroglyph!';, J't~sultillg in a 
certain amount of erosion. Lichens also grow in the pecked lines and cause some 
damage to the stone. A round-pointed ~Lick Was used in lightly tracing along to dear 
Lhe lines for photographing. 

A large burnl·roek midden is located on thc terrace between the petroglyph;; and 
the stream. There is evidence of extensive m:cu patioll of the Rite. 

A few badly damaged pictograph" are on the wall of a nearby rock shelter. An 
interesting feature of the ilhelter is a pool of water benealh the overhang. 

PLA'fE. CXLI 

LOCATION OF PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 81, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Note the· flat, I .. vel stone surface in whid. \.1"" ligures, arc ped,ed. 

PLATE CXLII 

CONVENTIONALlZED HOMAN FIGTJRES, SITE NO. 81 

1. Phallic repres<"nlalioll; Illu,ch like n pietol!:raph at Site No. ISO, Coneho County. 

2. Legs and one arm rni"~,illg . 

.'l. Croi;s·llkc dement ,in hand, p"""ihly showing mission influence. 

4,. Gmventionalized human and separate head. 

PLA TE CXLIII 

PETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 81 

1. Lel!:le,:s hllfll<\n, wilh feather headdress; spiral, ()onnected circles, etc. 

2. Realistic human ril!:ht hand; (;irde~ 011111 t:oll(:(ml,ri<: (:ircle8. 

3. \''''IVtml.iona1ized hand, connel:ted Gi.rc:l,j8 and fil!:lIrc eight. 

1, 2, ;1" Serpents. 

PLATE CXLIV 

REPRESENTAT'lONS OF LOWER LIFE, SITE NO. 81 

1. So-called anl!:ul<.r lizard or tarantula. 

s,. Butterfly or other insect. 
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CLASSIFICATION (W J)I~SICN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. !lJ 

PETIIOGJ.YI'IIS 

II tunan Representations: 
Conventionalized 
/II'IlIS: 

Downward ........... . 
Outstret"hed 

Ollt~! arm mir-:;!o:ling; .0."" 

Armless 
lIand ......... . 
Legl~"~ 
ilead ......... . 
FoatilM \Hmddre"8 
Phallic ...................... . 

11 nll/·(lI1 Wor!cmlU/shi,,: 
Projectiles 
1"',)jettiJe point 
Bow and arrow 
Pol,! ladder 

(,ower Life: 
Conventionali~",( animal 
Animal Ira"k 
Snakes 
Conventionalized Ii,,, 
Turtle 
Li~ards 
Spi,)",. 
Insect 
Bird tracks ('() ..... 
Tree 

(; I101Jwtrir (!/l.r/ Symbolic: 
PerpendicuJa'r hatching 
Horizontal hul.(:hinl': 
Sqllum 
Scroll ...... . 
Pnnetatc 
COI1l"'''I.'''( "il'<:les 
C()I1centric circles 
Sil~glt': eirdHH 
Enc:lo"ure of dot" 
Conneded concentric circles ... 
Serldcil'd" 
Bisecled eirc:les 
Curvilinear ... .. . ..... 
S"ri", "r I"mdunl. Iriallgl,," 
Jo'i:,\ul"I' eight dCmeI1l8 .... 
A,nglliar IIwand(H'~ 
SiJlg;'1f~ zig;z~q~r.:; 
Parallel zigzags 
Ligilining . 
Clolld lind ruin "ymlh>ls 
Water ~vmhol 
Stln ~yrnl)()ls 
CTO!:i~e~: 

Eqllal·arlllud in t:irc:l.l 
E'IIIaI·urmed in 8emicirc.le .... . 
Other ....... . ........................................... . 

Pr"l,lnm(lti(;ul 

Total ..................................................... . 

9 

I 
:.1 
:2 
2 
1 
1 
:I 
1 
1 

II 
1 
1 
I 

9 
1 
1 
:2 
1 
1 
2 
1 

2 
:2 
I 
I 
1 

III 
(j 

H 
2 
R 
1 
2 

13 
I 
7 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
1 

]l 

II 
2 
4, 
1 

Numlw,' Per Celli 

22 

6 3 

20 

113 70 

161 100 

201 



202 The University of Texas Publication 

PLATE CXLV 

CONVENTIONALIZED AND GEOMETRIC CARVINGS, SITE NO. Bl, 
VAL VERDE COUNTY 

1. In.el:t or fish. 

2. Turtle. 

3. Bird truck or "bird foot," e'lual·urn",d ero,,, in circle, etc. 

PLATt·: eXLVI 

RA YET) DISCS, CONCENTRIC CIRCLES, «;TC., SITE NO. 81 

Rayed di~e" in No.1 are identical with certain de!;iw" in(:i",,] on pollery in Eu"t Texas. Tile 
eOIlIll·,cted concentric circles. in No.2' ar(" mud, like· a paint"d d,,:~ign on an dligy vC',"cl from 11 

mound in Georgia. 

PLATE CXLVII 

CONNECTED CIRCLES, FIGUHE KIGHT, ETC., ::-;ITE NO. 81 

The connected circle>; in upper central part of No.1 form u cr"",. The fig;ure (,ight, at left of 
No.2, is very ~illlilar 10 pictvgraph" in Edward. and l\e,cvr~ Counties and oth(,rs in Val Verde 
County. 

PLATE CXLVlII 

CONNECTED CIRCLES, ETC., SITE NO. 81 

Nt/to Ih(1 stippled interior of IIIW of the circles in NO.2. 
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PLATE eXLIX 

PET'lWCLY PHS AT SITE, NO. HI, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

AI. elllllel' of No.2 i, a projeclile head. AI. low"r righi, in No. :1, i", u how and arrow Ill'al' a ..,m,~. 

PLATE CL 

CONNECTED CIRCLES, ItA YED DISCS, RAIN SYl\lHOL, ETC., srI' I,: NO. 81 

At upper left in N .... 2 is a so-called cloud and raill 8Yllll;ol. AI lop of No.4, iR a AeL (If zigzag 
lint's WiLh a oemral band linl'. It may b" a l't'>jI.!,.,,,,pnI.aI j011 of the cystho~. 

PLA'l"E eLI 

ROCK SIIELTER AND PICTOCHAl'H AT SITE NO. 81 

1. View of shelter and pool !If wul..,,·. 

2. Piel!lgraph in red, tlurnagt,d by fieellag<'. '1''11., palfll BIg locally is referred 10 '" "11":,, devil 
wit.h IIOl'n •. " It Hluy be; a COI1VentioIlali,,,d I"rgl" ani.rnal or a huge ]i"al'd, 
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SITE No. 82 

~ome of the pictographs on Ltw wall or the large shelter, llnd adjoining smaller 
one, were illustrated and others described by Pearce and Jackson." The n~ader i~ 

referred Lo that report for details, both as to the paintings alld the m.aterial culture 
fOlJnd in the shelter. The illu~trations here given supplement the original n'porL 

""Pearce, J. E., and Jack-on, A. '1'., tlJI. ell., 1'1'. 11l-27. 

FIC.181. UNUSUAL PICTOGRAPHS AT ST'l'E NO. H2, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

1. COIllI'(I~il.fl painting in black, IT,d and y\:llnw. lleight, 28 im:he>;. POllubrly called "the' 
snake charme,r." 

2. Nondescript creature, pi ere".! hy a proj(,c,tilc. Color, red and yellow. Length, :~9 inches. 

FIG. 182. Iil.lMAN, ANIMAL AND SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS, SITE NO. 82 

C"IOl'~: 1, ydlow; 2-5, red; 6, hhl(:k lH.>J"df;ll't,d wilh rod; 7-8, red. 
IJimensiolls: 1.,111 ind,,,>; tall; 2, length, 7 incl",,; :1 •. Ien:.;th, 4% inches; 4" l""ight, Hl ilH:\Wii;; 

5, length, <) iIlChes; 6,. diaIlH',lcr of crcscent, .12' inches; 7, length, 3 feet; 8, height, 9' inches. 

Fie. IH:1. I'ICTOGHAPllS IN REV PAINT, SITE NO. 82 

l. R.dirlirlg humun figure. Length, 17 ind,,:s. 
2. Conventionaliz..:d human hunds or hear tracks. He,ig"t, ahout lO inche~. 
3. Concentric oircl,,~; Huler diumd",\ 17 inchC';;. 
1\,. Conventionalized animal. Lengt.l" II ;n ... hr:s. 

FIC. 184,. UNUsUAL PTCTOGRAf'IIS AT SITE NO. H2 

1. Compact group eonlaining a fioh·like ,]esign. Color, red wilh SIIHIII urno",,1. of hla"k. H,:ighl, 
about 41h fceL 

2. Height, 161/~ ind,,,,,. C"]OI", y"]low • 
• '1. PUJlctate design in red. Height, ahout 4,% feel. 

FIG. 18.5. 1l11{])S, SPIDER ANI) INSECTS, SITE NO. 112 

Dimellsion~: Birds aholll 5 i,,,,1,,:," lall; i""ecl.,"" or Ilinnun figllres, 7 1h i,,,:I,,:,,, long; ;;piller, nr 
~lun·rlly lli~<.:, ;)2 indH:';; in diameter. Co-lors: Disc, red and yellow; olhers, red. Y",ry d.im. 

FTG. 186. A GROllP OF CEHEMONIAL DANCERS, SI'fE NO. 82 

Height is abnut 26 .illd'eH. 
The red paint: h; V(,l'Y dim; and lIu·, ImUllln of Ih., ;J;I'OUp .:ome" dowll to the midden deposit, 

indicating that the Iloor wa~ huill. up s~wera1 feet after the picl.un:", wr.n, (Hlinled. The group 
shows a (dose re~emhlanee to .. ltuu:ero pu;nl.,·,d at Site" No. :~O, 56, and ].50, Jeff ilavis, Tm.'l'Hll 
and Conclu. C:ounl.i,::s. 

FIG. 137. A GHOlJl' OF STORY.TELLING PH:TIJHES, SITE NO. !l2 

Sr"called "altar with "mok .. , ari"ing" 1'",",,,i1),ly a "'I'larr.'.slwuldcred human figure wilh a f,.allwl' 
he'all,ln",,,. Th", I',im.un; includes Iheladder eielmllli. Notfl Ih", U''''::H, and rows 0(" numeration 
dot". C:010r is red; v(.ry dim. Height, about four fed. 

FIG. IHIl. CONVENTIONALIZED TIUMAN, ANIMAL AND SYMBOLIC DESIGNS, 
SITE NO. 82 

Color>;: 1,10, black outlined .in red; 4. outlined ill blaek; others in red. 
l1imen"iol)o: 1, 7 fm)(: lall; ,j" 7 fect lon/.\; 5, Ienl-\Ih fmlll rW>;e In lHI'lC of tail, 24 inche~; 9, 

1(:'I1glh, 15 inches; 11, heil-\ht, 40 inclll"". III No. 11. an animal or human figurc' is slipeTimposel.l 
over a dim I.rM. No. [) may represent a harking ~q\lirre1. 

(Croupings by the all,thor, <'XC('{lt in Figs. 186, 187.) 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESICN KLKMI<:N'l'S, S1'1'I<; NO. 82 

lhunan Representations: 
Conventional i1.cd 
Dancing ligures 
Squure·shonldcl'I:d fig1ll'1:l 
Limned 'HIm):; 
Annl;: 

lJ praiHcd 
OIII"'Ir'elched 

One arm Ini~~inp; 
Arml."", 
I ,egit,:;, 
J leadlc", 
H"udd r"",,: 

lleerhol'n 
Fealher 

Feal.her l".,d""ked garmcnL ... 
Frllll-\ed I-\armcnts 

HUII!(j//. Wor/clnanship: 
Project iles 
<.:1111;8 
Sandal 
1'"1,, h"ldnr:; 
Ladder·like clemen I. 

Lower Li/e: 
C()nvetll.i()na'li!'o(1 unimul!o:\ 
Animal: part colored, part olillin<:d ...... . 
Animal 11'>l1:k, 

Plllrnnd ~(·'rp"nl.~ 
Snakes 
Lizard, 
Bird:; 
Bird track 
Fish (?) 
Butterfly ('!) 
Ins",.:!:, ('?) 
I'rojectile wound ................................. .. 
Treer; 

(;'lOl7witic lind Symbolic: 
Perpendiclilar halchin!c\ 
O)'liqll<:1 halchilll-l 
I I OI'i""nl (I 1 hatching 
Ilorizontal hand Ii'",,:; 
Verlical hund line 
EneioHingline 
EucioRIII'C "r .1",1"," 
R"(:lal\gle~ 
I ,q~ged·b"x ekmclll 
Amm,jwid r.g,"·e~ 
Plln(:iatc ............................ . 
Concentric c.in:I", 
Singl ... : zig~uM lino 
P~U'al'l~:~1 zigzag I inf~~ 
Crescents or moolls 
Sial'S .... 

Ifi 
10 
1 

I 
a 
I 
2 

5 
(. 

1 
B 

] 

7 
] 
4, 
2 

10 
il 
7 
1 
1 
1. 

14 
1 
:1 

1 
I 
1 
3 
I 
1 
I 
2 
1 
1 
:1 
:1 
1 
1 

1:1 
13 

SlIn symbols ......... . .. ............................ 4 
Cl.nurl and rain ,yrn),,,IH 
"Altar" (?) 
Anchors 

TOl.al 

2 
1. 
2 

Number Per Cent 

59 :10 

26 1.3 

27 

59 

199 100 
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SITE No. H:~ 

On the wall of a ghelt(~r,I1j:l miles down the canyon from Site No. 82, are a few 
dim paintings in red. The shelter faces east and contains a midden deposit, that has 
ht~en riddled hy various al1lateur digw~rH. B()lJldf~n; !l(~HI' the edge of the shellel' 
contain a nurnl)(~r of d(~t~p cylindrical mortar holes. 

PLATE: CLII 

MORTAR HOLES A'l' ~'J'rE NO. R:l, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

1. 11,,1f:l" of vurioll~ (h'Jl\.h~. 

2. A deep cylindrical hole destnl,yed hy 80rneum, wl,o uuemplt)"\ 1(1 hrnuk it out. 

PLATE CLill 

PICTOGHAPIIS AT srm NO. 8il 

1. COIl<:,mlric <:ir"l,,~ <tnt! oth",. badly darna!l;",d de8igns. 

2. ArrH)~b(lid fi!l;ure, or paint dauh, with line IIttached. 

PLATE CLIV 

VU·;W OF TI[E PAINTED WALL AT SITE NO. 84" VAL VI.~IHH; COUNTY 

NOle the size! o[ tlw paintings as <:ornpHn"d wilh that of tho m.w. Numerous oupcrimpo8ed 
piclll,.C8 arc shown in the pholo(.(raph. 

PLATE eLV! 

CLOSE-UP m' PAINTINGS OF VARIOUS AGES, SITE NO. 84 

The central cross is :1,11, fl'c'" in lr'ng:(h. A ltht.l\l!l;h S\lp,.rimj)os,·d ()v~r Qth~r !"dnling" IJw eross 
itself is damaged hy spa.lling and appears to be of cOIlRidc'l'ub[o age. It is douhtful if it indicates 
whitfl conlucl, since no other palmings at th,,' ,ile' ,,'ow >\(H:lt ~'Vid(:ncc. Tlw pailllings are in red, 
OI'an!l;t, and hlack, th.., 1>I'c,doll,inaling col.()!' beinp; red. Nole' the featl",r·like leg (1(,<:nralinl1 at 
[nwer righi, and "ompan' same fcalul'(" in Plale: CLVIII. 

PLATE CLVTI 

IIUMAN FICllRE WITH AI\MS OUTSTRETCHED, SITE NO. H1, 

Thn painlin!l; iilustratt.'8 the common u,dlllique of gradually tapering; the, body fmm .houI,lers 
to ["'·:'1. Color is red. Nnte the al'llI dc(:orution. 
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PLATE eLY 

III1MAN FIClIHE 10 .FEET TALL AND 16 I.NCII.Jo:S WIDE, srrE NO. HII, 
VAl. VERDE COUNTY, 'l'EXAS 

Tho feather-like alln decoration is a feature (;0111111011 to tlie ff:'gion. Nott' that ,iI,: arlll" arc 
IIIH',\I$,'d <l.lId feel missing. 





Pictu.re-Writing of T(!xas /nriian8 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO, 8:1 

lIu.nullZ Representations: 
Conventionalizc(l 
Ann:;: 

Ont8tretched 
Uprai~ed 
Downward 

Lower Life: 
Convcntionaliw.I ,tnimal 

GCOlnt'tr£c and Sym/){}/ir:: 
Concenlri" eircle 
Perpendiclllar halehing 
Arnoehoid fi~nre 
Prohlnmatieal .... 

Total 

4 

I 
............... "." 1 

SlTE No, B4 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

Numher Per Celli. 

7 58 

1 9 

4 

12 100 

213 

At thi~ place the paintings completely (:over the wall of a J'()(:k ~hdter-Iocat.ed 
high in the eli ff at the mouth of a eanyon·--on the north bank of the Rio Grande. 
The midden deIH~~it ind icates long occupation. 

This is an outstanding pictograph sile, and probably contains more superimposed 
paintings in a giwm an~a than ally ot.herin Texas. The pidureii range from ~()rne 

that are very dim, and almost de!'\lroyed hy spaIIing of the stone, to others clear and 
undamaged, All-with one possible exception appear to he prehi!;]oric, A distinc­
tive feature is the larg(~ size of some of the paintingfl. A few are as milch a!'\ len fe~t 
in height and seven feet in width. There also arc some f;mall pictures. Most of the 
painling~ are red, although black <lJHI on.nge appear in some. 
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PLA TE CLVTTI 

HEADLESS· HUMAN FIGURE, 8% FEET TALL, SITE NO .. M, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Note the arm and kg; de'(:oration. A ~lIlalh:r human {jgure" enclosl·d hy u tel'l'a(:(:d design, may 
be seen at the lower left. 

PLATI': CJJ X 

A SYMBOLIC FIGURE SlJGCESTIVE or TilE PLlIMEU SERPENT, SITE NO. 84· 

Some of the adjaC'ent paintings appear to be: o]dtr than the cenlral onC'. 

PLATE CLX 

A HUGE JNSE,CT, OIt MASKED FIGlJRE, SITE NO. 81 

NOlo t]w ~lIrrotllll]jng slIIall, rayn,d "plas]"'s of paint. 

PIArl'; CLX l 

UNUSUAL CIRCliLAR DESIGN SII(;GE:-:TIVE OJ;' A TlIJ{TLE, PERIIAI'S 
REPRESENTING A SIIIKLn, ,"1'1'1'; NO. 84 

Some Ret:' .in Ilw p.icltt(·'" a 1"I',"'II11.lall(,e to a conventionalized beaver. The ecnll'ul portion is 
(:0101'0..1 hlar.:k; whil.e the le'gs, tail and adjacent line, al'(, in (·cd. 

PLATE CLXII 

SYMBOLIC DESIGNS, SITE NO. 81 

1. S,,·r:alied fi I)'W 1·'1: "talk of tit .. , Spanish ImYIHlt"1 (YI/r:!'a tn'clll"rma Carr). Color, n~d. 

2. An arrow or allall 8ha1't with it larg,e wooden hUllt poinL '1"lw circular dement <It: t:he 
oPP08il.f:I eml of tIm ,h"fl. ,"gg"~ts f('atlwring. 

:J, Rayed splotd"", l'"s,iI>iy n'pn.·s",nt:ing spidel's ()f' ~rnall ,"n,ray di'(~. 
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PLATE CLXIII 

HUMAN, ANIMAL AND SYM.BOLIC DESIGNS,. SITE NO. 84, VAL VERDE. COllNTY 

1. Outl.inc' of IIumun figure with arms upraised. Legs mi%iTlg. 
2. So.called cJo11d. and ruin ~'Yll1bol, thought by SolllO to rcpl.'(",mt a Ilag. Dim anti damagetl 

hy 8palling of the st()n'~,. 

3 • .5. R(,nning deer, one showing prejectilc ~eemingly in hind leg. 
4,. Legless human 6g11.1''', will. prohlmnat.i("tl objet:t .in hand. 

FIG. 189. CONVENTION.ALIZEU IIUMAN ANI) .ANIMAL REI.'RESENTA'rfONS, 
SITI~ NO. 84, 

Color:;; 1,4,,5,6,8, red; 2, hliH:k, ret! anti orange; :\ black with red J",r,1.:1'; 7, orangtl with 
hlack ,:t'llt'~lr. No.8, supposedly n'pre~entinl-\ a plana or ml)unlain lion, is painted in red high on 
the shehef wall. Le.ngth, not including tail, 82 inches; tail, <)6 inches long. Height. of unimul, 
1,2 inches. 

FIG. 190. AMOEBA-LIKE ELEMENTS, 'rEPE,]';, 'fHEE, ETC., S.ITE NO. 1:l1. 

Rayed daubs of paint may rHpmsent. sun diii(~", ()f" po,,,il.ly ,hid"H. NOI<~1 that No.7 is pierced 
hy (~projectile. Anoth~r daub .is· ~ugge"tiv.-" of III", nJ()!. system I)f It tree. 

No.5 may be a human figure Of a ladder. No". 2 and 10 arc t;"gg,,:;tivo of tepee and rabbit 

stick, rtJolH1Clivcly. Height uf No . .5 is 9 feet. Color i8 red. 

FIG. 191. HUMAN, ANIMAL AND SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS, SITE, NO. 88, 
VAL VERIn; COUNTY 

Nut(, Ilult Nos. 10 and 11 represent men armed with eiul.>s or rabbit ""leb. C~)l()r is red. 

FIG. 192. HUMAN FIGURES WITT-! UPRAISED ARMS, SlTE NO. 90, 
VA 1. VEIWE COUNTY 

1,2.. Pedlll(J8 (1.1 n ".<'1'8. Colnr is red. 

3. "Warrior" with how. C,)lvl.·, y(:.]Jowisll-r"d. Note' the lines.; significance unknown. 

FIG. 193. HliMAN, TURTLE, AND SYMBOLIC, DESIGNS, SlTE NO. 90 

Color i6 red. 

Nos. 3, and 6. show feathers in the hair. No.4, .l,ow" twO' Inen armed with bows and nrrOW8" one 
with a duh or rabhit slick, und a 11l1't1e' 1;:r1(:108cd hy dot8,. No.;; i" /I ne'gative handprint whh 
pu)nh"d. hu(;k~ro(l)).J. 

(Groupings by the alUhor) 
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Pi,A'f'E CLX1V 

SYl\IBOLIC PAINTINGS AT SITE NO, 1M" \ AI, VE,HllE COUNTY 

1. A maz" of intrieate line,>" amllng whie:h is a ladd",·.lil"" "l""",nl.. 

2. So·t:all,,(1 pol" lad,!.:r (F,,",il.l,, in"""I.) hori:''''nlal halehinll:, and other dements. 
C,,1..11' of lminlinll:". 1 and 2, red. 

3. Dim human fiplre wilh al'lltR lipl"tis"d. 

PLATE CI,XV 

V,I EWS AT SITE NO. !IS, VAL VEHDE COUNTY 

1. Ov"'rlitmging lntlg". a, ",',"11 from acrOH, t.lw canyoll. 

2. Mortar holes in bcdro(;k udj"c"nt to ~tream. Many of 11", holes art' filled with pebbles 
,u)(1 snil. 

PLATE CLXVI 

1,'ICTOGHAPllS AT SITE NO. liS 

1. Dallcing human figure,. 1."1(" almost obliterated hy finod waiN. 

2. Vi"w of ,h,,1t(!f" an,l stream showing dim paintings Oil wall. 
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PLATE CLXIV. 

PLATt (LXVI. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF TRACEABLE DESICN EI.!<;rI'H:N'rS, SITI'; NO. 81. 

Hwnall R(!pre8cntations: 
Conventional ized 
ArIn~ : 

Upl'aiHed 
Omstretched 
Down 

Arlllle~~ 
A,nn dee()r'ul,i()l1~ 

11~'Ilddrcss : 
I."'l'(lthe'r 
llorn 

Leg decoral i()ll~ 
1',eglct-l1" 
llcadle88 
Fringed gal'me.llt8 

HlIman Workmanship: 
Proj ("C 1;'1 eH 

Projectile wil h hU1l1 point ... 
Atl,;ll and dart 
Pn5sihle aI.I01ll ................. . 
Rabhlt stick» 
Shidd 
Tepee 
Pole, ladder 

{,ower Life: 
C"nvcnlionali~.I~,,1 animals 
C(ll'IIivorous animal 
Decr 
Pro.jectile wound .............. . 
Snak<\$ 
Turtle' ......................... . 
Lizard 
TnHt1C[, ( .~ ) 
Yucca flower sl.alk (?) 
Yucca bhIH80lllS (?) 

Geometric and Symbolio: 
I latching: 

Perpendicular 
Oblique 
Horizontal .. 

Horizontal band line 
C:ro~8ha teh .................... . 
Punctate .................. . 
COlleentric circle~ 
Curvilinear 
Amoehoid figures 
Squares 
Rayed discs: 

Small ............................... . 
Lar~e 

Cross with rav~d arm~ 
~~lIal.arJ:lcd ~ro88es. 
ZJ~zug llllH 

Series of T1\Jm~'ra[iOIl dots 
Ladder.like element 
Flag·likn dement 
Glomi and rain symbols ...... . 
Problematical 

Total ................................ . 

2B 

9 
IS 

J 
1 

](i 

10 
1 
6 
:2 
a 

. . ............... 7 

il 
J 
1 
I 
~. 

1 
1 
1 

2 
] 

2 
............. 1 

3 
1 
1 

15 
1 
5 
1· 

12 
2 
5 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
9 
4 

34 
11 
1 
2 
1 
J 
1 
1 
3 
1 

Numher 

J02 

36 

96 

24.7 

Per CellI. 

41 

5 

14 

40 

100 
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SITE No. 85 

Located about one mile north of Site No. B2,in the west ,;ide of the same canyon, 
is a shelter in which are found a few dim paintings. The stream rullS at the base of 
the wall and immediately oppo;;il.eis a campsite, wilh a Imrnt'J'ock midden and 124 
mortar holes, 

The paintings <lfe in red and consist largely of human figures. Several have been 
damaged by vandals. 

CLAS~;H·.ICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 85 

HUlnan Representations: 
Conventionalized ... 7 
Dancing figures ........... ................... .3 
J..ligles~ 1 
Arms.: 

Outstretched 2 
Upraised ......................... .................. .......... 8 

Lower Life: 
Convclllionalizcd animal_ 2 
Bird track ('!) 1. 

Geome'tric and Symbolic: 
Triangle 1 
Horizontal hatching 1 

Total 

SITES No. 86 AND 87 

N umbe~- Per Ccnt 

21 

2 

26 

81 

12 

7 

100 

The few pictograph!; reported 011 the walls of shelters at these sites have lIot heen 
studied by the Anthropology Department of The University of Texas, 

SITE No. SB 

On the wall of a roek !:Ihelter a few mjJt~s north or the Ri.o Grande are pietographs 
that appear to be prehistoric. Part of the floor is covered by midden deposit, 
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PLATE CLXVU 

IJIM PAINTINGS AT SITE NO. 85, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

1.,2. Human tigun:s with uJ!rai~f;d anm. 

3,4,. Other paintings Oil th.·, wall. 

PLATE CLXVlIl 

VIEW OF ROCK SliELTJ<:H AT SITE NO. 88, VAL V EHDE COUNTY 

PLATE CLXX 

CONVENTIONALIZED HUMAN F1GIlHES AT SITE NO. 8f! 

Colors, red and black. lIeig;ht, 4.v~ feet. 

PLATE CLXXI 

SYMBOLTC DESIGNS AT SITE NO. 88 

1. So-called plumed 8erpent, 4 feet in length. The tail iK of alternate red and hlU!:k linn,. '1'1", 
balan\).) of th" dusign .iii solid hlu •. :k. TIH~~' """call",d pillme~ point upward. 

2. Prohlematical desig;n, painted in black with red borders. 1.lt:ight, 1 feel; width of red 
border, 1 inch. 

PLATE CLXXlT 

PROBLEl\lATICAL PAINTINGS, SITE NO. Illl 

1. Box.1ik" /ig.ure without Jeg;s and with parallel zigzag linCH a1,ov.':. Similar g;roups of badly 
dalllagd zig;zag;s arc located on each sidc of tl", hox. Tilt:"" are su/.\:.;;estivc of what Sleward"!) 
calls "gir1~' puberty pairll.ing;H," 

2. Dim prnhlcmal.ieal desig"H. ~:;ilnilar painting, arc fO\lIl.] ill Edward~ and Kinney Count i"H. 
Color, ret!, 

4DSteward, Julian H., Of!. "if., pp. 202, 203 and Map 2(1. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 88 

fl UnHlfl R(!pre.lcntations: 
Convelltionaliz,~d 7 
Arms: 

Outstretched .......... _ ............ _ ... _................... 1 
Upraised 
Downwunl .... 

4. 
I 
1 Armless 

Leglcs" 
I'hall ie 

........................... _ ................................. _............ 1 

Projtlcl.il() .............. . 

Lower Life: 

.................... .. 1 

2 
.I 

Conventionalized animals ................ _ ..... _........ :3 
Insects ( 'c ) .1 
Plumed ~l:rJlcnt ..... ........ .............. 1 

Geomelr/(: and Symbolic: 
Perpendicular hatching ............................ ..... ,j. 

Blanket·lik.: clem~1H 1 
Sword.like element .................................. _...................... 1 
Legged·box clemc'llls 1, 
Cloud and rain ~ymboh (?) 4 
Serle>'! of chnvro,," '1 
C()n(~('~n t: r,ic· <;i.rcles .. . """ ........... ,.,. _______ """" ___ ............ 2: 
Altar U) ....................... . 
Enclosure of dot" 
Ladder·Jikn elements 
Parlllle\ zlgzug8 
Single zigzags 
Curvilinear 
ems. .. 

Total 

1 
1 

................................. 2' 

SITE No. 89 

2 
:-1 
I 
I 

Number Per Cent 

16 30 

5 

7 13 

28 52 

]00 

Although litt.le more than a mile from Site No. 88, the paintings at this location 
are of an entirely differenl ly pe. They are on the wall of a slightly overhanging 
ledge, the floor of which is periodkally Oooded. Henee there remains no midden 
deposit. A few hundred yards distant is a large burnt-rock midden_ Sinee, how­
ever, the paintings are historic. it appears that the midden was built up long hefore 
Lhe picture!> were painLed. 

CLA~SIFICATlON OF DES.lGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. !l9 

II umall Representations: 
CIHIV,!'nliollaliz,~,1 E.uroJlntlns. 
U.und 

Human Workmanship; 

3 
1 

Mis~ioll .......................... . . ................................. 1 
Pipe' 
Luriat 

Lower Life: 
Horsr,~ 
Loughorn (;ow __ . 

Geom(,Uic and Symbolic: 
Crosses ................... ____ .. 

TMal 

1 
1 

.. 2: 
1 

Numilr.-r 

.3 

:~ 

13 

Per CellI. 

31 

23 

23 

23 

100 



PLATE CLXIX 

L\TSUAL DESIGNS, SITE -:\0. 83, YAL YERDE COl!NTY, TEX.\S 

A group of hox·like dement,. with accompanying cUIYilinear design, in red, black and yellow. The Ilox·like figures. aho!!; l~ inche,. 'quare. are 3imilal' to those 
at Site No, 82. 
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SITJI No. 90 

This is an outstanding pictograph site, differing in various respeclsfrorn any other 
in Texas. The paintings cover the wall of a lengthy overhanging ledge, Ileal' the 
upper reaches of a picturesque canyon. A sluggish, fern-lined stream l'IlIU, heneath 
lhe overhang, and within a few feet or the dirn pktures. 

Just across the sLrearn to the flouth, with tht~ hluff to break the winter winds, was 
a campsite. There remain hurnt.roekmiddcns, and a fcw mortar h()lt~s in adjacent 
rock ledges. 

The eastern scetion of the bluJTis dotted l'lt:re /Iud there with old paintings, not 
unlike many of those found in shelters of nearby canyons. But the west half of the 
wall, to a height of sorne eight feet, is covered over with a continuous hand of realistie 
pieturcs. They appear to he more recent than the other~, hut there is no evidence of 
European contact. The paintings may belong to th!'! late prehistoric period. Above 
!lome of the pictures are older orH~8 of p!'!rhapil Lht~ same agc as thosf1 to the east. All 
but a few are in a dull shade ofn~d. 

Otber paintings at Site No. 90 al't~ reproduced in nutural colors in the frontispiece. 
Outstanding among the pietures is the deer, rneusuring Mi im:hesin height and 70 
inches in length. The native artist indicated the heart and olher internal organs by 
a novel technique of circle, dots <Ind hatching;. Such rcpre~entation of animal viscera 
if! unusual in Texas pictographs. Note that the anilnal's tongue is curved upward 
tow,ml the man's hand, and a projeetile point is nearby. The human figure is 62112 
inche~ tall. 

PI ,A TE CLXXm 

VIEW OF OVERlrANGTN(~ LEDGE AT SITE NO. 89, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

PLATE CLXXIV 

PICTOGRAPH SHOWI.NG A MISSION SCENE, SITE NO. 89 

Clilstered about the mi~~ion nt'", Europeans vllrioll~ly o,,,,upied. The cowboy, have roped a 
longhorn cow. '1'1)(\ oHiccr in uniform holds a pipe in his, hand. 'flu:, POoilive print of the' right 
hand frequently is found in 11 i8i.oric ,itcs. 

PLATE CLXXV 

A CANYON SCENE m;LOW SITE NO. !)O, VAL VEnDE COUNTY 

A nICk .helter, containing pict.ograph" may lw seen in tIm ,;nlliral rear. Nearhy is a pool of 
permanent water. 

PLA TE CLXXVI 

HUMAN FIGllRES WITH ARMS IN OPPOSITE POSrJ'TONS, SITE NO. 90 

L So-called square-shouldered type', unlik(, r.lw actual ~quare·"houldered figurt" of t.he Sou!h· 
w",~t. HHight, 50 jllc1w~. Note t.he feather in hair. Color, black. 

2. Arms \lprai~""J and f ~'('I oLHHprcad. Height, 30 inche.. Color, ydlowi,h.re(l, 

PLATE CLXXVII 

JACK RABHlT AND WILD TURKEY, SITE NO. 90 

The turkey is 23 inches tall and ]8 inche~ long from tail to brea~t. Color is red. 
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PLAn: (LXXIII 

PLATE (LXXIV, 

I. PLATE CLXXVI 
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Alwther dear·cut ca~e of the association of human and animal figures is pictured 
near the right of the ~roup. This show~ a comical.looking little fellow, in a silting 
posture with feel turned upward, holdinr-; out one hand to the animal. The picture 
suggestH that the animal is being fed from the child':,! hand and bespeaks a Rense of 
humor on the part of the artist. The animal .is 2(Jl/~ inches tall alld 2Cl inches from 
nus!' lo base of tail. J u!,\t above the animal's neck is a dirn, and apparenlly older, 
painting of an equul-anued cross in a circle. 

A very l'ealistie pielure iH thal of the large (·.aliiHh, measuring 27 inches in length. 
'fher!' i~ a second painting of a fish, in a 1l1lH:h worse !:Ilale of preservation, farther 
down the bluff. These are the heiSt representations of fi~h the wr.itcl' hus seen in Texas 
picture-writi figs. 

The bow and arrow appears in five of the pictures; hut thcn~is no evidence of the 
atlalJ. This would seem to eonflrm other faels which tend to show thal the paintings 
there have no great age. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 90 

11 1U1U11i Representations: 
Conventionali~erl 
Dallcing figure __ _ 
Square·"houldcrcd figure ......... _._. __ .. 

18 
1 
1 
1 Projectile wound ---------______ _ 

Ann': 
Uprai~ed 
Outstretched ___________________ _ 
Downward 

Arm decoraliollS ____ . ___ ._ 
Fo",1: ollttnrned 
Leg8 \IJlturncd ___ _ 
Lcp; decorati()n~ .... , .. ___ _ 
f"athcr headdre:,;"es [) 

Phallic _ __ 1 
Negative handprint, painted background_ I 

llwnan Workmanship: 
Bow,; lInd arrow:; 
Projectile point 
Projectile 

Lower Life: 
Convent innalizcd anima18 
Deor 
Jack rahbit 
Animal vi:;cera 
Turkey 
Thunderbird 
Catfish 
Turtle 
Snake ........ " ___ . 

(,' eOl1wtric and Symbolic: 
Triangle __ 
Concentric circ1M ............ __ .. 
Rayed disc 
Enclosure or rlots _____ _ 
Amoeboid figllres 
Equal.armed cross 

4 
1 

. ______ . _______ .. _ _ 1 

1 
1 
1 
] 

1 
J 
2 
1. 
1 

1 
] 

.__ 1 
1 

_ . ____ . _________ 2 

Equal-armed cross in cire1e ...... __ ....... 
1 

... 1 

Total ....... . 

N umber Per CellI: 

.57 

6 

].3 

8 

84 

69 

7 

15 

9 

100 
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SIn; No. 91 

About a mile down the canyon frorn Site No. 90 is a rock shelter with some red 
paintings on its wall. The shelter, first reported by W. E. MeCarson, Jr., is inac­
cessibly located .in the steep west bank of the canyon. It has not been examined by 
a University of Texas representative. 

CLAS:iIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 91 

Ilwncm Representations: 
ConventiOlHdi~"d 

I:luman Worlcmanship: 
Projectile ....... ______________________ . 
Sword.like element ....... ____ . ____ .. 

1 
1 

Ladders ... ____ ... __ ....... __________ ... . __ ... __________ . ::I 
Pole ladder 

Lower Life: 
Conventionalized animal~ .... ____ .... __ . ______ ... 
Snakes 

1 

2 
2 

Fish ...... __ 
Centipede 

. __ ..... __________ 2 

Thunderh;!',l (?) ... . .. ______________ .... ____ ... 
Trcc~ __ .. 

Geom.etric and Symbolic: 

1 
1 
2 

Horizontal hatching __________ .. ____ 1 
Horizontal hund line ________ ........ 1 
Singl,~ ci.rcles ______ 2 
Rayed scmiclrde 1 
Cl11'vilincur .. __ .... __ " ____________ ... 4· 
S'~rjes of pendant triangle8 ________ ... ____ 1 
lJ.Rhuped elcmcnt~ ______________ ... 4-
Y ·shaper! "lements ________________ ............. ________ 3 
Rake·like element 1 
Zig;:t.ugs ~."""'"""""" ..... 
Cloud symhoh 
Prohlematical ______________ __ 

'total 

SITE No. 92 

4 
2 
2 

Number l'()f Cent 

6 

6 

]0 

26 

48 

13 

12 

21 

54 

100 

/\ small shelter, along the Texas side of the Rio Grande, is reported to contain a 
few pietographs. The site is inaccessible except by boat. 

SITE No. 93 

Tbe sheltered part of a l,lrge overhanging boulder, located at a water hole (In a 
small creek, hols a few dim paintings in red. Near the small ahelter is an open 
campsite. The outstanding pi(~tures are those of a squal'e-:;;houldered man and a 

so-called buUalo, or other conventionalized animal, 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 93 

lIllman Representations: 
Conventionalized 
Squart"$houldt:ll'tld 
Arms upraised,_, ____ , ___________ , __________ ... __ __ 

:1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

Phallic 
Feather headdress 

Low'er Life: 
Conventiona1i7.ed animals: 

Buffalo (?) ____ , _________________ _ 
Other _ , _ 

Snakes , _______________________________________ _ 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
Zigzags _______________________ , 

Circle 
Rectangle 

Total 

1 
1 
2 

.. ______ , __________ 3 
1 
1 

SITES No. 94, AND 95 

Number PCI' CenL 

Il 47 

23 

5 20 

17 100 

23] 

Roek shelters, with a few pictographs on their walls, have been reported at these 
sites. No one from The University of Texas has studied the paintings. 

SITE No. 96 

The pictographs at this site were first (InItially-hut very hriel1y-mentioned hy 
Freneh GO in 184.9. In discussing the lower Devils River region he wrote: 

" .• , In ,I deep, rug;g;eu canyon the waters of the latter find all outlet into the Rio 
Crande .. , . 'fhe San Pedro is a ,Lreum ahou! 60 yards wid", l'(llllling; over a lcvel 
bed of ~olid Iime~tone rock .... About two miles beyond," (we"t), "water is found 
in a ravine j and nearby iH the (Inly encamping-ground in I.he vicinity, From somc 
rude Indian paintings on LIlt" I'och it has becn called the 'Painted Cave~.''' 

The fact that the place was a favorite camping ground for the wagon trains of 
westward.moving emigrants resulted in the pidographs being vandalized at an early 
date. Even after the advent of the automobile, and 11 p to within just a few yearR ago, 
the highway passed within 50 yards of the two shelters in whieh lhe paintings are 
located. Henee it is not surprising that most of the Indian pictures have been ruined 
hy initial-writers. 

nOFrcllch, Capt. S. G., Rellort~ of the Secretary of War With Reconllaissance8 of RO\ll.tlS frorn 
San Antonio to EI Pa"o, Senate Executive Document No. 64, Thirty-first Congr"gs, Fir~t Se"8ion, 
Washington, July 24, 1850. (Report dated at San Antonio, December 21, 184.9.) 
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PLATE GLXXVHI 

VIEW OF A SHELTlm AT SITE NO. 96, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Th~ ur\(lergrowth almost oLsc;\Ire~ the entrance. 

PLATE CLXXIX 

CONVENTIONALIZED 1-lliMAN FIGURES, SNAKES AND ZIGZAGS, SITE NO. 99, 
VAL VE1WE COUNTY 

At the lower 1<1[[ probably is th" representation of a diamond·back rattlesnake (Crotalus atrox), 
The two so-called "stick.men" seem to show phallic images. Height is about 4 feel. Colors, red 
lind orange. 

PLATE CLXXX 

HUMANS, SNAKES, PARALLEL ZIGZAGS, E'l'G., SITE NO. 99 

L Human figure, in red. with black f"rtangulur eyes in a square head, and a hand (Iown center 
of body. Dimensions, 84)(12 iIH:hcs. 

2. Human figu.m and so-calle ... l "girl".' jlubeny painlings," Colo!', red. 

a. Club.like e1elllcnt~ in red and black. Dimcnsiom, 20x36 inches. 

PLA TE CLXXXII 

PICTOGRAPHS DAMAGED BY SPALLING OF T'IIE STONE, SITE NO. 10,3, 
EnWARDS COUNTY 

Nole the (:ollvcntional repfeHentalion of a diamond-back rattle8l1ake l1car the upper center', <llId 
litt:1 white paint 5\1p~rilllpO$ed over designs in ret!. 

PLA TE CLXXXllI 

ZIGZAGS AND SNAKI~-LIKE DESI.CNS AT SI.TE NO. ]03 
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FIG. ]9~., CONVENTIONALIZED PAINTINGS IN HED, SITE NO, 91, 
VAL VI'~,l{DE COUNTY 

N(I~. 6, 7 and 18 are human; 19 if! u conve'lltiuDali<led animal; 2 ,!lId 3, arc fish; 12, possibly a 
thunderbird. 

FIG. 1%. HUMAN, ANIMAL AND CEOME'I'RTC PAINTINGS, SITE NO. 9:3, 
VAL VEHIJE COUNTY 

Color is rmL 

I, Sqllarc.sholllrI"n~d. phallic symbol. ,[-leight, 12 il1c"e~ and width \) ineiH:H. 

4. C(lnventionalil.{~d animal, suppose. I 10 n'pn'sent a buffalo. Lenglh, 20< inches; height, 10 
inches. 

FIG. 1%. CONVEN'fIONALIZIW PAINTINGS IN BED, SITE NO, 93 

FIG. 197. UNUSUAL H.IlMAN REPHI':SENTATIONS, SITE NO. 96, 
VAL VI';HDE COUNTY 

FIG. ]98. PICTOGRAPHS SHOWING EUJ:WPJo:AN CON 'I'A Gr, SITE NO. 96 

Colors: .3, black; 6, "lack outline with red intnrior; others red. 

Dlmcllsioll~: .3, :h2 IDches; 6, 10x4 inchci;. 

NOI.(~ the arms akim])o·. Some of I"H"'~' paintings are :'lIggcHtin" of certain Olles at Sill' No. 150, 
COl\(:ho County. 

FIG. 199. UNUSUAL PAINTINGS iN BLACK, SITE NO. 96 

1, Omvcntionalized animal. Dimensions: 12x9irn:lle8. 

2. lIuman ropref!(i'{lt,lIi()rl~, enclosed by 1"'llvy lines. Dimell;;ions: 10% x5· inch.:;;., V~ry dim 
and partly ulltnlGeahle. 

(Groupings by tlw author, l'xupt in Fig. 196.) 

(Jil:gs. 194 wul 196, courtesy of Willi' MI'lnorial Museum.) 
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PLATE CLXXXI 

LARGE GROTESQUE "BEAST OF PHEV:' SITE NO. 99, VAL VERDE COUNTY 

Possibly ~ymholizes l\ mountain lion or panther. Body of thl" animal .iH' rn,d, with alt('l'Ilute red 
and }'lack rays ahove. J)imr'llRions of animal: length, 7 [e'et; hei/!:ht, 4· r""I. Not" the I"unan 
figure heneath th", unimal. TIHlI'(l may not hav", """'n uny III tem)"t to suggest re:lalive si"". 
Evidence of u.llempt8 to convey a Hen"e of "b' j, aIm ... >,! wholly hll:kil\~ ill all T(,xUl;, jli<:tog:ruph~. 

FIC.200. HliMAN, LOWEH ANI1\IAL AND SYMBOLIC lH;,':m;NS, SITE NO. 99 

Color~: 3,5, 6, n,d; 1, chain, [1,,,1; and inn(,r element", o"ung<:'; 7, (:l'oRRhaleh, I'"d; and man, 
hlack; 2, red IHlrdtlft"d Wilh hlaGk; 4., u1l"'I'Ilal" red and orall~"; 8, orall~e. 

DimensionH; 1, 30x7Z iIWlwR; 5, 38x15 inch","; 7, 26xH, inehns. 

FIG. 201. UNUSLIAL HlJMAN AND ANI.MAL l'AINT1NGS, SITE NO. 99 

1. Human form in black and rud, with encirdin~ loop "uggc"tive of onc" at Site~ No. :l!l und 
4,~., Brewster County. 

2. So·called animal pdt in red with black ,tripe down center. Nllm~ralion dOl:; in 1',,,1. 
Dimen~ions over all: 18x6 inehllo;. 

3. Ferocious-looking animal in m,l, with hllman hllnl'alh in 1.',,,1 and black. Oiml'",ion", OVIlI' 
aU: 72x36 in~hm;. 

FIG. 202. PAINT.lNCS IN RED,. WITH t\nDTTIONS IN OHANGI-:" SITE NO. 9<) 

1. Originally a phalli<: human rejJr~,mllation, with ur"" u.pl'"i>"cd. Late'r a[Jp"ndu~'" w"m 
udded in orange paint. Din",u"ions over all. 4,%x2 f"et. 

Z. Paralle,l cluh·like e1eml"nt s, :;llgges!ive (.1' ~ah"it "tieb. All ori~inally in 1'1,,1; Huilficqllmlt 
addit:ivn of a fro~.like leg lluinhjd in orange color. lJirn.m:;ion:; over all: .3%.x2 f,,,,r. 

FIG. 203. A CARNIVOROUS ANIMAL (PU[\fA'!), SITE NO. 99 

Dimcl)"ioIlS, 7x2% feel.. Color: r"d. NOLI' the d~tuil" ",cit uk, oluWA, bri,tle, and I ,,,,,th. From 
the mouth ,,,,me,, a row of dots, pos:;ibly r<)'I'I'o:;,'Ilt ing, tlw roar of tl"" uuimu\. (S,~o Plate CLXXXI.) 

FTC. 20'10. MAN II()LDING BOW AND HAHBIT ~;TICK, :-I'I'K NO,lOri, 
EDWARDS COUNTY 

Hdght: 51/~ iIl<.:hc~. Color: hlaek. 

FIG. 2();'. l-IllMAN. ANI.MAL, AND SYMBOLIC DESIGNS, SlTE NO. 107, 
EDW ARDS COUNTY 

(Grou.pin.gs by the author) 
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A large burnt·rock midden at the entrance to one of the ~hellcn; (Plate CLXX V HI), 
was levelcd down and the shelter occupied in recent years hy some-aile-perhaps 
a Mexican goat herder. Only two legible paintings of undouhted Indian origin now 
remain on the wall of this shelter. They appear to 1e prehistoric. 

The second shelter, near the bank of the creek, hw; not been so badly damaged; 
with the l'e8ult thal a number of the paintings can be distinguished. Some of them 
show undoubted European contact and missioll influence. The colons are hlaek 
and red. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMEN'1'S, SITE NO. 96 

11 Wn/m RIJpf(lsenl(Jlions: 
Conventiunuii.ed Europeans: 

Mall 
Women """", .. " ... , ."..... """"""""""""""""",., 

Other cOl1ventionali~ed nIJ.lllIes"""""" 

Sqllarc"shouldercd " ... """""""" __ """ .. """" .... '""" 
Iucnmplell:J figure" (defuced) ."""""""""."" 
Arm~: 

Akimbo """"""""""." .. """ .. """""" __ """"""" __ " __ """"""" 
Upraised 

Armless 
One arm missing""".""" ____ """'." __ """ ____ """ .... """_ 
Leg decoralion " .. "" 

Human Workmanship: 
Mission (?) ______ ,."""" __ "'" __ , .... __ "., ....... " .. "" __ "" 
Club 

T,(I!VW 1":/(,: 
Conventionalized animal 

GMrn«tric and Symbolic: 
Rectangular encloslIl'e ____ .... """"."""" ... 

Total 

Sm..: No. 97 

1 
6 
2 
1 
6 

4 
2 
2 
1 
1 26 87 

1 
1 2 7 

1 3 

1 a 
30 100 

The painlings arc on the wall of a bluff in the rugged Devil~ River region. Out· 
standing among the pictures is that of a turkey. The pictographs have not been studied 
by a repre~entative of The University of Texas. 

SITE No. 98 

P.idographs arc reported in foul' small shelters along the Rio Gl'ullde. The site 
has Hal been visited by a representative of [hi!; department of The lJIliver8ily of 
Texas. 

Sm: No. 99 

The paintings here are very large. The size .is accentuated by the location in small 
recesses. 

The bluff at this point towers 313 feet above the river bcd. The paintings, in three 
small shelters in the lilueslone, arc about 200 feet above the walt:r and are difficult 
of access. 

The Hoors of the shelters are bare, sloping, solid rock and show no signs of human 
habitation other lhan the picture.writing. There is an open campsite in the vicinity. 

The pictures consist of animal, human, zigzag, crosshatch and other design elements. 
The colors are red, black, and orange. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 99 

Human Representations: 
Conventionali7.f,d ..... . 
Arm~: 

Downward ..................... . 
tJ praised 
Out~ITetched ................. . 

Arm decoration" . 
LogIcs_ .. 
Rectanl-\ular eye ............................. . 
Phallic 

HUIIIlln Wflrklllan8hifl: 
Habhit sticks ........................... . 
Cltlhs ............ . 
Proj~,ctile ........................... . 

',oumr j,ile: 
Conventional iztld alii mal 
Cal'ni.Yonllls animals 
Pelts ................. . 
Snake" 
]'(rog .......................... , ... . 

Geolnc'tn:c and Sytn/Jolic: 
Pcrprmd iC\llar hatching ................ . 
Ohlique hatching . 
Crosshatching 
Horizontal band line .... 
Enclosing band line 
Concentric circle 
Hcctnnl-\le 
Pendant triangles 
Connccted diamonds or lozenges 
Sin~,de zi~zags ...... ". .. 
Para lId zigzags 
Series of numeration dots ..................... . 
y '8ha peel element ........ . 
Ladder.like elements 
CI]<li 11.1 ike element ................................ . 
Equ a I·armed cross 

Total 

]2 

:1 
:-1 
6 
2 
2 
1 
3 

9 
,~ 

1 

1 
3 
2 
a 
1 

1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
] 

1 
1 
;\ 
4 
1· 
1 
2 
] 
1 

Numlmr Per CellI. 

:12 39 

13 16 

10 12 

26 33 

81 ]00 

SITES No. 100, 101, 102, AND 194 

239 

Variolls rock shelters, on and nt'!'lr the Devils River, have heen reported as con· 
tainin!! pietograph~. Several of these IHlv(~ not heen visited by a representative of 
this department, and so are not discussed in this report. 

EDWARDS COUNTY 

SITE No. 103 

The site eonsist5 of a hhdT about 150 feet in length, located ncar lhc headwaters 
of a perennial fltream. The bluff has a slighL overhang, forming <l poorly protected 
shelter. Its 11001' is liule nlOr(·~ than ten r eet ahove the stream channel; and overflows 
from time to time. Blowing rain sometimes (~IlLers. There is It deposit of hurnl rocks 
and other midden material in the western half of the shelter. 

There are many badly damaged paintings covering the wall for more than 100 feet. 
Most of them are in red, with a few in yellow mlil white. The lattor colors are super" 
imposed over red paintings; and are, therefore, more recent. Most of the damage 
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has resulted from spalling of the limostone wall. The paintings include human, 
animal, serpent, and various symbolie de~igns. The human and animal figures are 
small in compuriRoll with those found at various ~He!\in Val Verde County. As a 
whole. the pictures are more poorly done than thoile along the lower Pecos River. 
There appeur~ no evidence of European contact. 

Th(~ pre~etl(;e of the white painl is unusual in this region, and suggests a po!;sible 
COIllH~Cti()1l with sites farth!"!' west. Paintings in white are found at Sites No.1 and 2, 
EI Paso CoulIly; .II, Iludspeth County; 29 and ;.H), Jeff Davis County; 61, Terrell 
County; and 1.50, Concho County. 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECOGNIZABLE DESICN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. lOCI 

IluIna" Represontations: 
Conven Uona! i~cd 

If'/IIMW W'orlcmanship: 
Pr'oje<:nk ....................... . 

Lower Ll:fc: 
Snakes 
Spider 

GI~01~I?tric and Symbolic: 
Zigzags ~~ ....... ".. _ 

1, 
1. 

5 
Connected <:ir<:1,," ........................................... 2 
Connected diamonds I 
Cloud and rain symboL. .... ] 
Sun ~ymhol 1 
Perpendicular hatching .. ] 

Tot(11 

SITE No. lOt{, 

Nu.mlmr 

1 

1 

5 

11 

l!l 

P()l'Cent 

6 

6 

27 

61 

100 

A loeal elt17.en rt~port.i-l a few dim paintings on the wall of a rock Bhelter in the 
s,~uthea~tern part of the eounty. The pictures have not been examined by anyone 
from The University of Texas. 

Sm: No. 105 

The site, located at the head of a l'Imall creek. has a few dim paintings on the wall 
of a shelter. The OIl Iy traceable paintin[!; in the group i~ that of a man holding a 
bow in one hand and a dub, rabbit Cllick or possible ~hit-)ld in the other. The picture 
i~ ill blaek, while the Vl:ry dim ones are red. 

CLAS~Il"ICATION OF' TRACEABLE DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. lOS 

HUmlln RepreSCnlll!ions: 
CDnventional i"e,d .................. .. 
Arms upraised ............... .. 

llllman Workmanship: 
Bnw and arrow ................ . 
Klllhi! ~tiek 

Total 

.... 1 
. ......... 1 

1 
1 

Number Per C,~nt 

2: 

4 

50 

SO 

)00 
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SITE No. JOo 

A few dim paintings have been reported on the wall of an overhanging bluff. 
They have not been examilH~d by H representative of this department of The Uni­
\ ersity of Texas. 

SJ1'I> No. 107 

A few pictographs Oil th(~ :;hdl("~I.' wall were reported by the late W. V. Huskey 
of Uvalde, Texas. 

CLASSIFICATION OF IHSCEHNIBLE DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 107 

Human Representations,' 
Conventionalized 

LOlmrr Life,' 
Conventionalized animal 
Snakes 
'furtle .. "."""",,"" 

C cOlnctric and Symbolic,' 
Crosshatch "". ,,""."'" 
Disc """"""",,,_,,, 
Y,shapcd element "", .. ".""",", 
f!g\lre eight clement. 
Zll-\Zags "",""",.,," 
Problematical 

Total _"","", ... 

2 
1 

""""", ] 
1 
1 

SITE No. 108 

1 
2 
1 

Numher Per Cent 

1 

4 

7 

]2 

8 

59 

100 

The site consists of five rock shelters in a limestone bluff overlooking a creek. A 
few dim pictographs appeal' on the walls of two of t.he Hhelters. All the shelters were 
completely excavated by the Anthropology Department of The University of Texas 
in March and April, ] 934. 

CLASSFICATlON OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 108 

.,1Iunan R e /lrtlSentations " 
Square,shouldered figllr,," 

IIi/man Workmanship: 
Hahhit sticks, 
Club ,," 

["OWllT l,i/c: 

2 
1 

Bird track 
Centipede (?) 

.... "" .. """" .. "" 1 

Geon}',!trr:c and Symbolit~,' 
Zl gza ~s " ..... ,, ____ , ... _ ......... . 
Figure eight elements """"",,."" .. """ .. '." 
Single circles 
Connected circle~ "" 
Horizontal hand line ." .. ," 
Numeration dots, ".:ries oL,., 
U,shaped demon! ,. 

'f ot.OlI ," "",,"", ",,", ""","."""",-""""""","."""", 

1 

il 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

N \lmher Per Cent 

2 

3 

2 

]2 

19 

10 

17 

10 

63 

100 
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FIC. 206. PICTOGRAPHS IN RED AND ORANGE, SITE NO. 108, 

ImWAHDS COUNTY 

1. So-called binI track, in red. Length: 6 im,he6. 

3,. CentipcdCl or H('orpion, 1 <) inchcsin length. The' paint ing ~)mJlI"y~ the IJOln·ladder and 
crescent or mOOn .dcrrH,nIH. Similar painting in whil., appear~ at Site No.2, EI Paso County. 

4,. Habbit stkh,. "hoot 14 in(:h~,~ in length. Color: red. 

5. 8. Var.iants of the figlll'''' eight ",Iemenl; one red, the others orang". A design identical wit h 
No. II appear, on a painted pehhle hom the midden deposit of an adjoining ,helt.,r. (See 

I·'ig. 271, 4.) 

6,7. So-called Bquare-8houldcred human figure's. Circular ht.~'("ls, apparently added at a i<lt.yr 
(hit" arn in !.>rung" whil" i.lw balancn of the figu.}'cs arc in red. lIeight:: 16 inches. These 
l'ainting~ are ~ugg"stive; of it human figure at Site No. H2, VIii Verde. County. 

9. U-~haped dement in red; possibly a rabbit net set up. 

FIG. 207. SMALL PICTOGRAPHS IN BLACK PAINT, Sl'l'E NO. no, 
E.DWARDS COTJNTY 

l. Dimensions: 3x2 inches. 

2. Unl1~l1al designs emb ... ciying ladder-like elements w.ith a ~tar or ~\In.dise above. D.imcnsions: 

1,% x2~6 inche'~. 

FIG, 208. PENDANT TRIANGLES, PERPENDICULAR HATCHING AND GHOSSHATCH, 

SITE NO. Ill, EDWARDS COUNTY 

FIG. 209. UNUSUAL DESIGNS, SITE NO. 119, KINNEY COUNTY 

1. Length: 2: feet. 

2. Combination of ladder and projectile e1ements. Height: 3 fent, 

a. So.called Clolld and ra.in symbols, suggestive of certain painting8 at Sito No. 88, Val Verde 

County, Tcocas. Width: 4 feet. 
Color: red. 

PLATE CLXXXVI 

SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS IN RED, SITE NO. 119 

1. Intricate des,i{l;n, comhining ladder, cloud <Iud min 8ymbols. 

2. Scroll and ziAzag elements. Note that the scroll to th" right is rayed, suggesting a SUII 

'Ylllb ... l; un IlllUslial "omhination. Width: 4, feet. 

3. Cloud and ruin symbol ('?), sun-disc. Widlh: a fent. Lines arc linch wi.le. 

(Groupings by the author, eXr;','pl in Fig. 2011.) 
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SrrE No. 109 

The pictographs at this site, reported by W. V. Huskey, have not been nxamined by 
this department of The lJniversity of Texa8. 

Sm·; No .. 1.1.0 

At thi;; site are a few paintillg~ in H~d and hlack. The dc~igns in l't~d are l,tl'g(~ 

and dim; tho.,c in blaek, ",nail and fairly clenl'. This fHd lend" to confirm that 
noted at Site No. lOS, <Iud indi(,at!~s that the "mall black paintings an~ 11IOl'e recont 

than the red ones. 

CLASSlF'ICATION OF DES-ICN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 110 

Geometric and Sym,/wlic:,' 
Sun s,ymbo[ 
Curvilinear 
Singl!) (:in:lu 
Triangle;; _ .... _._ 
Rectangle" __ 
Prohlematieal 

Tolal 

11 
... __ J 

SI'l'E No. III 

:,~ 
;} 
] 

Numl.wr p'el" Cent 

100 

100 

A few pictograph;; are on the roof of II small l'\IH~ILf~r thaI lneasurn" 20x8x5 feet. 
In front of the !';helter is a burnt·rock llliddt~ll. 'I'he pailltillg;;, in red. LIre in it rnther 
poor state of preservation. 

CLASSIFICATION 01" DESICN ELE~lENTS, SI.TE NO. 111 

Ccotntc){ric and Symbolic: 
Serie.s of pelHlalH I t'il\np;le~ .. 
Pe'rllondieular hatelJiI1/J: , .. 
Cr()s~hateb . 

Total 

1 
1 
1 

N lllnher PCI' Cellt 

100 

100 

SITES No. 112, 11:-1. Uti" l].S, 116, 117 

\V. V. lJ,,;ikey report(~d pictographs at a number of roek gheJt!'l's that have not IH'en 
examined hy this department of 'I'he IJlliv(~rHily of Texas. 

KINNI-:Y COUNTY 

SITE No. 118 

W. V. Huskey reported pictographs at this sitf:, hut they have not been examined by 
a repn"8cntative of The University of Texas. 

SIn: No. 119 

On ahout 60 feet of wall 8J!aee, in a 100-root shclt(,l', llre pit:tograph~ thal have been 
darnaged by Ooods in ttli', adjacent creek. Spalling of Lhe stone al,,!) has darTInged 

the picturcs. Tll(~ design" eOIl;;isL of seroUs, l'\Ull'l'ay discs, cloud and rain symbols, ete. 
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In Fig. 209, 3 is a group of designs slightly 8uggeslivc of a Maya hieroglyph of 
the flJ'lllament.f>1 Here are !'.hown "douds from which fulling rain is .indicated by 
long zigzag lines." 

CLASSIFICATION OF TRACEABLE DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 119 

H lllJUlil W{ll'kJllfl.ll.lhip: 
l'rojeclih' 

. L(}umr U/H: 
Snakes 

Gco7n(l'tric and Symbolic: 
Triangles , ..... , .... , ......... __ "_ ... __ .,,_ .. , .. , 
SerieR of rCei.llllgles .. .. 
Single circle ,." .. 
Curvilinear 
Serolh 
Ladder-like elements 
Hake-like elClllf:llt 
Single z,i~za:;;; 
Parallt:l z.igzags 
Sun ~yrnhoh, 
Cloud and min symbol, 
Water symbol , ......... ,_, .... , 
Problematkal, .... ________ , ____ , 

Total 

Nurnhe·r Per Cent 

1 3 

2 7 

2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

" 8 
I 
1 25 90 

28 100 

11111rinloll, D. G., ESS!IYs of an Americani"!, l);trl TIl, Graphic Sy:;tem, and Lileraillre, David 
McKay, Publisher, Philad,dphiu, lWJO, Figure 1, p. 201. 

PLATE CLXXXIV 

VIEW OF HOCK SIIELTEHS AT SITE, NO. 108, l'.:DWARDS COUNTY 

Til" ~e(;(>nd ~11l."Jt('r f,'om the: right eontain8 most of the pict.ogru.pils. 

PLATE CLXXXV 

BADLY DAMAGED PICTOGHAI'IIS AT SITE, NO. ll'}, KINNEY COflNTY 

The condition of these paintillg~i, typical of many of thoi'(, .in Ihis region aml eastward. Tt: 
may 1m duel in PilI'\. to a glT/Her rainfall, and <:"IlseqUe'nt incI"<,a"ed 1ll0iHturci in lhe ai,', Gomr.lal'ed 

with the Trano-Peeos n'gion. (S.''tll Map 11.) 

PLATE CLXXXVIII 

VJEWS OF HOCK SHELTER AT SITE. NO.UO, Cll.LI':SI'IE COUNTY 

1.. The bluff ao. secn from aeJ'l.'S8 th" otr<mm. 
2. Virw of Ilw "heller from the southwe81. '1"1.", ~.\'dt(,r j, 1I')odll!d p'~'[iodi,,"lly, with the re8u\t 

tha! no peri8huhl" Inat(,riuh remained. 

PLATE CLXXXIX 

LONG "STRIP" PAINTINGS, SlTE NO. 140 

L Zig~a~ lint" 32: feet .in h'nglh and with ,I maximum width of 1Iig1lags of ,12 inches. Color, re(!. 
,) Se:ries of connected pictures, possib'ly recol":\inl( KOme hllppt~n.inp;, Dim('Il,)ions: 26 f"et 

8 ineh()~ by 1, fe'Ct 6 .indlOs, Color, n"d. 
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SITES No. 12() AND 121 

Local ranchmcn J'p.port painting~ in two "hellers that have not been visited by a 
representative of Ihi~ departrnent of The University of Texas. 

UVALDE COUNTY 

SITJ,;S No. 122, 123, 124" 12.5, 126, 127, 128, 129 

Pktographs have been reported on tilt' walls of a JlIHnlwl' of hluffs and shelters 
that have not been examined hy this department or 'fhp. llniversity of Texas. 

HEAL COUNTY 

Sl'n: No. 131 

The sile emhl'<lccs a IOllg ledge, some ten feet above th() dlllnnd of the Frio River. 
The dirT above protrude:; ;;ufTieiently to proLeet the paintings from direct ravages of 
the wI'alher. There are, however, several spots where seepage has darnagd some of 
the pictures. Lic:hell~ cover othpr". The paintings are from three lo live feet above the 
floor of the ledge. The rock .is a hard limestone of Hue texlure and fairly durable. 
There is a burnt·rock midden nearby, hut none hl~neath the overhang. 

PLATE CLXXX VII 

WI-liTE MAN HOLDING A GUN, SITE NO. 131, REAL COUNTY 

Duo to th._, HH\1l wearing a frock-tailed (:'0011. (overcoat'?) and high.topped hat, I.h(" picture is 
I"cally known as tit!., "fighting pun;on." DiJl1en~inn~ ovcr ali, 7%:x:)1/1 inches. Color,. bl",;k. 

FIG. 210. CONVENTION A LTZED HIlMA NS, SITE NO. 131 

1. P"soibly a man wearing a ma~k a.,,1 e .. ,,'emonial aU i 1"(1. Very dim black paint. Dimcnsion~ 

over all: 3Gx30'inehcB. 
2. lfuillan with llrlll~ upraised: II typical Indian p{,~.\Urn in pielure·w.'i!.ing. Dim hlaek p,\int. 

Dimt"ll,io.,,; 12xl1 inehes. 
:t Popularly known a~ "the man looking at the rainbow." lIe,igl,! of humLln /igUrtl, 10 inches. 

Paint, hlack. Noto that the arms are "kim]"., and featIJef'~· urt" in ther hai.r···a eombination of a 
po~tllr~1 ""Illlll"!']), IIRcrihed. to Europeans with tl",· h(til'dl'f:ss, lIst'd by thn Indians. 

~" lle!ldl,'~' 1111111:\11 figun:·, mea"tlring iHx16 indll~". LinoK] inch wid.). 

FIG, 2J1. PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. ]:~·l 

Dimcn,ilJl18: .I,12x7 inehcs; 2, 4)(;1 itH:III's; nnt! 3, 26x2~, illrhcR. 
Colors: 2, red; others hlack. 
No.3 i. a "'H:alletl Ihlll1dcrhird. 

FIr:. 212. PlCTOCRAPT-TS AT SITE NO. 13,Q, REAL COUNTY 

Colo!',.,: il" orange; "thnt" hlack. 
1. So·"a11ll.1 pole.ladder, 2iV! jn.,]II:K in length. 
2. Ladder, 4,%)( 11k ind!!]s. 
3. Variant of figure Hight elemcnt: Jeng;th, ]5 inehes. Enel(lsed in the lo"p III: the top is a 

gouged pit: 2 inches in tliam.,:ter and 2 inches deep. 
,I.. Conventionalized f';ather or tnle hrancb. Lflngth, 11,% inches. 
5. Plumed serpent, 20 inche,s in length. 
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4 

PLAT!: CLXXXVII. 

FIG.21;:l. 
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A hatched design in black paint was superi tn posed over a dim red figure, showing 
the black paint to be more recent. 

The painting illustrated in Plate CLXXXVIIi~ unui;ltalin several respects. It is 
one of the two known Toxas specimens depicting guns, and i!; tht~ only olle puinted on 
stolle. The other, shown in Plate CCXXXVlll, was on It buffalo scapula. 

The surface or the painting .i" very SIlIOOlh, while that of the adjacent rock is rough. 

The fad that <1 picture f'eaturing a gUll is in black paint and of the miniature type ..... 
so of len foulld where that color appears-lends strength 1:0 the conclusion that most, 
if not all, of these paintings regardle~8 of theme helong to lhe hi8torie period. 

The tedmique of this painting i"IHllCh like that of one at Site No. 89, Val Verde 
County, and another at No. ] SO, Concho County.l<'eature~ worthy of nole are the long 
coat and tall, round·topped hat. Since the painting at Site No. B9 appear~ to be that of 
an ofIicer, the man holding the gun prohubly was .intended to represent a soldier. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO, l:n 

llnman Representations: 
Conventionalized 
Arlll~ : 

Upraised __ _ 

4, 

1. 
Akimbo. __ . ____ .. _. _____ . __ . _____ . 2 
Downward .... _ ... _ ..... __ .. _..... 1. 

Legless 
I·'eltther htJaddl'f'~" 
Headless 
Masked h,~ad 
El\l'OpeUll 

Ilanln/l Workmanship: 
Pole·ladder 
Gun ........ . 

Lower Life: 
Thunderbh:d 

C('omelric and Symbolic: 
TelTae<'ll design ___ _ 
Curvilinear 
Perpendicular hatching 

Totul 

1 
"I 
] 
1 
l. 

1 
_._._ .. _____ .. _ .. __ ... __ . __ ..... _ 1 

Sl'rE No. 132 

1 
] 
1 

Number P~!r Cent 

2 

Ii 

19 

68 

11 

5 

16 

100 

W. V. Huskey reported pictographs in a Olheller that has not been examined hy a 

representative of The University of Texas. 

SITE No. 133 

In a shelter on the Nuecets River arc sev(~rtll pietogrtlph~ in blaek and one in orange, 

The designs include a plumed serpent, ladder, figure eight, ete. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 133 

HUII/(UI Tf/orkll!(ltI.lhip: 
Pole-ladder 

[,(lwer Life: 
Plumed serpent 

Geometric (l1ul Symbolic: 
Ladder.Ji.ke clemtllll 
Chain-like element 
Hayed semicirde 
Figure eight el eml:J II I' 
Perpendicular hatching . 

Total 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Number Per Gent 

1 

5 

7 

72 

100 

SITES No. 134" 135, AND 189 

251 

Pictographs reported at Lhesf~ !';ites have not been studied hy a representative of 
this deparlrnent of 'rhe University of Texas. 

KERR COUNTY 

SITES No. 136 AND 137 

Dim paintings on the wall of a bluff have been reported. at Site No. V16, hut have 
not been exmnined by H represenlative of The Univer;;il:y of Texas. 

At Site No. 137 is a small n)f:k sheller with a burnt-rock midden In front, Traces 
of a few pictures, in red paint, may be seen on the shelter wall. Weathering has 
praetieally wiped them out. 

KIMBLE COUNTY 

SITE No. 138 

Pietographs have heen reported by a former re:;ident of the region. The site has 
not been visited by a representative of The lfnivenlity nf Texas. 

SITE No. 139 

Pidographs arc on the walls of bluffs ~Hl.iacent to a small spring on the south side 
of South Llano River. Flood waters may have destroyed some paintings. Those thal 
remain are dim and fllay he late prehistoric or early historic. The paint is black. 
Due to an aeeessible location, the site has heen badly vandalized and has, therefore, 
lost much of its value. 

In addition to the paintings, there are a number of pictures carved into the weak 
limestone. The lines are small and indicate the use of sharp implements. There 
likewise arc some reeent carvings, made by white visitors. Where a pieture is sus­
pected of being very reeent it is omitted. In cases where a part of the picture seems 
genuine, but 8{)nle lines appear spudous, the entire picture is recorded with the proper 
notatjon. 
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FIG. 213. PH.:TUCHAPHSIN BLACK PAINT, SITE NO. Bc), KlMBLE COUNTY 

L Pllllllrod serpent. Dirne·nsi()n~,; Ilx:] ; ncl ""$,. 

2. Boot·like paillling; J 7x4,1j~ indw •. 

:1. COllv"lIliollllliz(:d hUlIlun; iJoc2,% inches. 

4,. 5. Trf~'l"·Hk •. ,, d"f!It".nl~,. 

6. SUIl·disc; diameter, ]0 inches. 

7. Uuman head wearing; Iwrn heHddn·'~,~. lliam"lf'r, 5 indIos. 

n. Swu~tika; ~w), .illehe~. 

FIG. 214,. BOW AND ARROW IN liSE, SITE NO. 139 

lJin\ pie(.llre iT!, hlu<:k pain!. Dime-nsions: il8x4.1, inches. NOI() th() feather heu.i<In,'ss anu, the 
unusual method of indicating; the lIr1l18. 

1"IG. 21;'. ANIMALISTIC AND SYMBOLLC PAINTINGS, SI.TE NO. 1.'39 

Dimensions: 1, l.4ix8 inches; .3, diaHwter, 5 im:lw~; .1, 2.~'xl B,% indH~S'. 

Color: black. 

FIG. 2:16. CARVED DESIGNS AT SITE, NO. 139 

1. Convemionalized human, 2xl :ind\e~. Very iiillli.lm· to a piGtf.lgraph at Site No. 131. 

3,5. C,mventionulized pro,iectile, point8. 

4 •. Val'iant of H!Jllul'c'Hhouldf'l'cd £igul"CI; 6x2 inches. Note: the: fringfjd garment and arm deeora· 
tion. E,yes, nose and I11l)uth are of qll.e8tionabl,j' alltlwlItieity. 

Lines carved wilh a sharp implement; historic pelToglyp!i1',. 

FIG. 217. CARVINGS ON BOULDERS, SITE NO. 139 

1. Dimensions: animal, 5x2, lhinches; triangle, 4 inches long. lIatehed and rayed triangle' is 
Iiko t1w~(J on a 1"lillte<1 buffalo ro!ie' <::apllln·:d frofll COIll::tm:he" in North Texas, ill lil60. 

2. Convcnliollali;l;t,d animal; dilfwnsions, 6x:3, indies. The 1 "chili 'I III" n.'Sf',mhles II'at "I' piell). 
graphs at Site No. :U, Pn,'sirlio Coullly (1I1d i! petroglyph at Siw No. 162, Oldham COllnly, Texu8' 
bOI h h iHtoric site~. 

(Groupings by the aU/hoI', except in Fig. 214.) 
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FIG. l16. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMEN'fS, SITE NO. 139 

J !IUllall R epresclItatiolls: 
Cunv<iIltiunali"cJ 
Arms: 

2 

Outstretched 1 
Uprai8ed 1 

Arm decoration ... ...................... 1 
H.)ud ........................ 1 
Headdress: 

Horn ..................................................... I 
Feathel' . ........... ...... .......................... 1 

Torsos .. , ............. .. 

Humal! Workmrltl,ship: 
Prujf.ct.ile p<)inl~ ................................ 2 
Bow and arrow .... , :1 
Buot ..... ......................... .... 1 

Lo'wer LiJe: 
llor8e 
Deer ......... . 
COll\lfJlltionalized. animaL, 
Plumed serpent . 
Trees .............. , ...... , ..... . 

Geometric and Symbolic: 

1 
1 
2 
1 
3 

Disc enclosed by c.ircle 1 
Sun symbol .................. c............ 1 
CnrH:clllric circles 1 
Swastika ,................... 1 
Herringbonc clement 1 
Rayed triangle .......................................... ] 
Crosshatch "".. .... ...................... 1 
Thunderbird ] 

Total 

GILLESPIE COUNTY 

Srm No. 140 

10 

8 

8 

30 

13 

27 

27 

100 

Although small pictograph ~ilei; are found farther east, this one has the distinction 
of being: the most eastel'n of the larger Texas :iliLes. The paintings arc on the wall and 
roof of a large shelLtH' that faces :;;oulh. It is located n~ar the junction of two ereeks. 
The midden deposit heneath the paintings was excavated by The University of Texas 
in January, J9?'Ci. Photograph~ and sketches of the pictograph:> were made by A. M. 
Woolsey of the Departrnenl of Anthropology, TlH~ Univel'!lity of Texas. 

Red is the pl'(~dOnlillant Goior, but some of the best pre~erved picLures ace in while, 
and a ft'w afe ill black. Many of the paintings are almoi;! oblitt)rated by lichens that 
cover sections of the wall. Although the paintings do not appear to he extremely old, 
there is no evidem:e of European conLact. It would thus set~m that. they may helong to 
the late prehistoric period. 

For additional details refenmce is made to Miss Estill'sti2 paper on this site. 

:;2E,til1, .Julia, Indian Pictugraphs Near Lunge's Mill, GiIIl'Hpi(l County, T\l){a~, Publication ()E 

Texas Fo.lk·LUl'tl Society, Vol. IV, A uolin, 1925. 
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Story.l'elling Pictures at Site No. 110 

In Plate CLXXXIX, 2 is pieturcd olle of the few groups of Texas paintings that 
dearlY sugge~ts a serie:; or rdaled inc.idents. There i~ no way of knowing what that 
story may have been. Since the pidun~s contHin no eviden(:(~ indicating white contact, 
it "(·,.~I1I!1 8af(~ to assume that the work i~ prehistoric. The story possibly pertains to 

ndvpnlu re~ th,lt befell a hUlltillg or a war party. Some 1.5 feet of zigzag line, 
generally taken to represent skyline or distance traveled, mark!:! the beginning of the 
record. A projectile, enel()~ed on one sid(~ hy a douhle row of dots and on the other 
by u "ingle row of numeratiotl ]narks (a tola) of 1(9), .may havc refcned to a number 
of animals M enemieH encountered. 

Near the center of the group is a reclining human figure, loeated on the line or trail 
hein)!, traveled. Immediately beneath are seven human forIlIS. The situation Inay 
symbolize a night attack of the ellelny, nHHl(~ while the party slepl. A dis!": a short 
distance ahove the line lTIight he illterpreted as recording the fad that the party fled 
and was II cOllsiderabh! d i~tHll(:e away whon the ~lll\ nllllC up noxt .morning. At night, 
sllgg:e~ted hy a star, the party was out or danger and changed the COllrs,~ (as shown 
by tip line) to return hy a devious route In their c:amp. 

Similarit/es to Other Sites 

Similaritif:s, some of which probably are not signillCi\nt, mily be noted hetween 
certain features at this sitc and other~ in varIous parts of 'Vest Texas. Rayed daubs, 
or amoeboid elements, show 11 elO£;f: resemhlance to nlally found in the lower Pecos 
Hivet· region, as typified hy SIt.e No. B4., Val Verde County. Th(~ u~e of white paint 
i~ a feature that. Hhows lip at Sites No.1, 2, lJ, 29, iW, (iI, 10.3, and 1.50, El Paso, 
Hudspeth, .leff Davis, Terrell, Edwards, and COlletw Counties. 'rhe so·called story­
telling pietures are suggestive of 0lhe1'11 at Sites No. ::'\B and (j2, Hn~wstel" and Terrell 
Counties. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 140 

Hurnrlfl RI.'pr<l8"nlf!tions: 
ClJllventiollulized 
Dancing figurer; 
Ann:;: 

Outstretched 
TJ praio"d 

·Feet out~pread 
Olle missing ..... 
Legl!>,,,, .. 
Phallic 

HU1WU! Worlcm'mship: 
Shi.,]d" .. 
Projectile 

Lower Life: 

17 
4 

11 
6 
1\. 
2 
:.1 
J 

2 
1 

Cnnvcnlinnal.i"ed animal" ...... 2 
Deer (n .............. . ] 
Pelt ('t) ....................................................... 1 
Cnnv~ntinnali"ed bird 1 
Thunderbird ('f) .............................. 1 
Snakes 2 
Ins(J(~1 (?) ....................... 1 
~~ 1 

NLlmher Per Ct:lll\. 

42 

3 3 

10 9 
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Geometric and Symbolic: 
Perpendicular halehiIl!( 
Hori.mntal hatching ................ . 
llodzontal hand linc ............... . 
Square .. 
Single circles ......................... . 
C()Jl(:entrie cin'leH 
Bis(:et(:d circle 
Dji;C~ 
Di8c CIlC10Sfl(1 hy cil'de. 
COllneeted diamond·like li(1;ure8 ..... 
Connected dots ................ . 
Equa.l.armed crns~ ill eircle 
S()rifl~ of numeration dots 
Ladder-like element 
Rake·like element 
~,igzag •..................................... 
I epee .......................... . 
Sun symh'lls 
Clo\ld und rain symbols ................................ . 
Problematical 

Tota\ 

8 
1 
1 
1 

1 :~ 
I 
] 

7 
I 
I 
1 
1 
1, 
1 
1 
I. 
1 
i~ 
il 
1 

MASON COUNTY 

Sl'rE, No. 141 

52 46 

100 

Dinl painting" l"epOrL(~d al the site havf !lot been examined for this publieatioll. 

SITE No. 14,2 

A number of pictographs remaill on the partly protected wall of an overhanging 
ledge on the ea~t: bank of a creek near it!:\ junction wit.h the Llano River. The pictures 
al'e from five to ~f!ve)l feet ahove the stream channel, with the result that oceasionally 
they are flooded. Due to weathering, the pa.inl is quite dim. One painting i"in blw:k, 
the others are red. Mn~t of tbern <Ire human rI~prt~i\entation!i; but lower animal 
and geometric figurcs also appear. Of three pmdtive handprints, all are of the right: 
iumd and one ha!-5 the thumb missing. 

PLATE CXC 

lIUMAN REPRESENTATIONS, SITE NO. 140, GILLESPIE COUNTY 

1. Whil() paIll1.ing on roof of the ~hdtr.J:. Dimcmiors: 24x7 (,\<:hI'8. 

2. DarH:illg fip;IlJ'('s (?), painl"d in "".1. I·It'.,igh", I'(lllf',tl !"!'O1ll (i, '0< 10'/1 ineIH:~. 

I'LATI';, exci 

HOOF 1'ICTIJRE.S IN WHITE 1'.AINT, SITE NO. 1.10' 

Dimensions: I, W\l:!x3% inuh('s; 2, I <)x:~:,Vi inches; il, 2Sx1 '/i im:he,; 1, S':1ixS inches. Note tho 
red sphcrtl,ill No. :3, over parI. of whidl Olle Ie/.!: of Il,,, while jlllilllinp; W<J, ,\lIWI'imposed, No. 11, .is 
'Iu,g./.!:estiv() of a "wild union" p.lant, such as S/>IlH:limCe found .in midden depo,ils in West Tex,," 
,;\wltcrs. 

PLATE CXCII 

!IUMAN, ANIMAL AND SYMBOLIC I'AINTINCS TN RED, SITE NO. 140 

Dinwn~iolls: I, 26x7% inches; 2" diamntcr, 6 inches; iI, 17x7% and 13xll inches; 4. 35,,12 
jlleh.~,"; 5, 19x12: illChts. 



Picture-Writing oj Texas Indians 257 

PLATE (XC 

I. 

PLATE (XCII 

PLATE (,:>«(,1, 
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FIG. 218. DIM PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 11\0, GILLESPIE COlJNTY 

1. Topee-lihY ckmem, OJ' possible projectile p< .• int; I\,,),\.xz,% indH'~. 

2. Gmventionalizc:d hit'!; 2Ix:r%inehe". 

:I. Cloud a"d rain ~ymhol, near roof of >;heller; 29x5Y. inche>;, 

4·. SericI:I of slip:htIy olll'vml I inc", 01' p()~sible rahbil: stjeks; lOx3,1/~ inches. 

5. SerifS of connect(:d diam,md.,haped (,I,"n""I", J"''''ihly ;.;yrnllOli~ing I.he raulnsnakc. L.:nglh 
is :10 .inches. 

6. C ... nv'''I1t iOllali~(:d human, with IU'ms upraised; lOx2'!~ inches. 

7, 9. Di>;es wilh (liam,:It'l's of 8 lind 5 indHlH. 

8. Conventiollllliwd human, or possihle t.hunderhird; 28x6 in()he~. Grouped with it are 

N"". 5, 7, and 9. 

10. Dise ')!IelnSl'd hy a circ.le. DiamNer,,: dj,;e, 2 inches; circle. Il'Yti.nd,t'"' 
Color: red. 

1"](;. 2I(). I"ADDKR, CIHCLES, HAYEn Dl:::;CS, ETC., SITE NO. 110 

1,3. j)iIIH'mion': l!ixa ff'·.·'L Rnrl paint, giving: tl":,, <I 1'(" '<1 nll \(: .• " of having heen applied with 
the end of a fingLlf. Six fee\. alJOve' /lonr. 

2. Ladd", with J 2 rungs; 2:h2% iJl(:llI:~, H,,·d paint. Five rB.'" ahoY!) lIoor. 

4, S. Djmf:n".ion~: 16x4,1;,j feet. Color", red ami hlaek; finger prohahly used as a hru~h. Pai nt 
very .. lilli. 

fl. Dimensions nv(,'r all: 1 hlI inches. H"d. 

7. Dill1.m~ioll~: 3 'Ii x4 in('hes. Red paint. 

FIC.220. PICTOGRAPHS AT SI.TE NO. 142, M.ASON COUNTY 

Colors: 3, bh"k; olhers, red. 

nil1len~:ons: 1, C}xo i,,,:hl": S, Iwighl, IJ inehcs; 6, I:lx7 1/:> in('bc~; 7, BxG illehe~; 8, J:lx9 
iJ1che~. Arm d .. c:oration in No.4, is. Hlueh likl' Ill,LI: i.n lIarl'< of Val Vm·dc' County. No.5, will. 
I.",!) ] ... :addrcss (n ,if;· likt, "n", at Sile No.2, 1,:1 Paso COllnty. No.7 is 8trikingly like a pLdnting 
al Site: No. 14,7, San Saba County. 

F.IG.221. PICTOGHAPHS AT SITI': NO. 14,1, MASON COUNTY 

1. Dc·sign !luf!;gl':,,,tiv.·:· of a boat-likeo dement at: Sil'e No. 15()O, Concho County. DinJt~n8ion~: 

16x8 ilH:hc". 

2'. llutnan figure, 8 ill(:h.·)~ lull. 

:J. l'''ar-,hapetl "h'''''''OI. p',"sibly rkpi.:ting a hm.n 'H' "Irophy of the "ha~r'." Ileight.:.1% ·inch(,~. 

FIG. 222. IIUMAN AND SYMBOLIC HEPRES[~NTATIONS, SITI'; NO. 14:;, 
LLANO CO{]NTY 

/limensioll~: 2, height, 12: Inches; ~" height., 4i'l:l inche;;; n, dilun •. "!.:·,,, I) in"hc~. Paint is p'r!. 

(Groll.pings by the author) 
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CLASSlFICATION OF DISGERNII3LE DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE. NO. 14-2 

Human Repre.!cntations: 
C(mVelllionalj~ed 
Arms 
Feet 
Arm dr.coraliol) 
Horn h('addte;;~. . ... '" ........ . 
Body decoration 
.1 land prints, positive (rigl.!.) 
Phallic ( '( ) 

Human f17 orkrMn8hip: 
Proj~ctile point cn.· 

["ower Lite: 
Conventionalized animal 

C(!OTnl.ltric and Symbolic: 
Square . ____ .... ______ . 
Boat.like demcnL .. 
Problematical 

Total ___ . ________________ _ 

5 
5 
5 
1 
I 
1 
:3 
1 

. ____ . _______ .______ 1 

SITl, No. 143 

1 
1 

Numbc,1' Per Cent 

22 81 

.) 11 

27 100 

A few pictographs remain on the wall of a small !Shelter, 011 a creek two miles from 
the river. The fact thal lhe rock is sandstone and subject lo Hood waters ha~ resulted 
in the paintings being almoHl de~lroyed. They include two dim left haruiprints, a 
human figure and two problematical objeets. 

(;LASSIFICAlION OF THACEABU: DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 11:~ 

llam.an Repr,~sentations: 
Conventiunalized .. _ .... _____ .... _._._ .... _. ], 
Po~ilive haml[Jl'int.8 (left) . 2 

C cOlnctric and Symbulic; 
Boat-like d;lllent __ __ 
Ham, or trophy of rhuoc (?) ___ . _____ _ 

Total 

SnE No. 144 

1 
1. 

3 

2 40 

5 100 

Pictographs reported at this site have not been examined by the wr-ite( or anyone 
from The lInivendty of Texus. 

PLATE CXCIII 

VIEW OF LEDCE AT srl'E NO. 142, MASON COUNTY 

There aro II l)urniJer of dim paintings on l:llI! wull between I.he men. Tho "rnall "tream 5I)metilll"~ 
to vel'S the pRinting~ with flood w.uero. 

PLATE CXCIV 

BRUSH·COVEltED ENTI{ANCE TO Sm:LTER AT SITE NO. 145, LLANO COUNTY 

PLA'm CXCv 

OUTSIDF. AND INSnH: OF SHELTER AT SITE NO. U,7, SAN SiL\.BA COUNTY 

1. Entrance In the shc1l:el', ",howing the limf'st.l)ne formation. 
2, Negativ<l' handprillt and other hadly damaged painting" on shelter wall. 
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LLANO COUNTY 

Snp, No. 14.5 

In the northwest part of the county is a ISmaIl shelter, on the bank of a perennial 
aeek. A spring ,i5 nearby. Pictures, painted in red, are in a fair state of preservation; 
hut some have been damaged by ~el'alching of initials hy whites. The design8 arc 

ehiefly human and symbolic. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEl\IENTS, SITE NO. 145 

liuman RcpI'CSCrl!(lliotls: 
CnnvI,mtilll111lized 
Arms; 

Upraised 
Downward ...... , 

Torso ." ... " ... ,' 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
Cro~Sl18 ., ....... . 
Sun syillbol.,. 

Total ... ,. 

!l 

6 
.. """""""_'" 2 

SITE No. 14.6 

1 

<1. 
1 

Number Per Ccnt 

l7 77 

5 23 

100 

There remain traces of a nUlllher of pictograpb all a slightly oVflrhanging rock in 
a hu!!,!? pile of granite boulders near a creek, in the west central part of the county. 
Although now 100 dim lo rlecipher, old residents of the region fllate that one oJ the 
outstanding pietm'es was that of a turkey. The paint is red. 

There is a campsite lH~arhy and 11 historic burial was found, a few years ago, in a 
crevice between two boulders. Accompanying the skeleton wer() i;lllall hille and 
while trade beads and crudely Ituule metal finger ritlg~. It probably was a Comanche 
burial. 'rhe pictograpbs may have heell painted long hefore the burial was made. 
But the faet that even a Irace of the paint remains, where it was partially exposed 
10 lll!' I"Hvages of the weather, suggests that the picture" have no great age. Hence it 
seems probable that theym,ay h,Jve been made hy the hi,storie COll)<lIlche Or possihly 
the Lipan Apache Indians. 

SAN SABA COUNTY 

SIn; No. 147 

Pictographs are on the wall of a ISmail overhanging l(~dge or rock shelter. lL is 
located on the north side of a creek, about a mile from its junction with the San Saba 
Hiver. The paintings arc (lim and a I1mnher have been damaged hy spalling of the 
slone and hy vandalism. All LIre in red paint. The pidul'e!l al'l' hir;tori(:, "howing 
hor<;;es and mission influence. Negalive handprints, with painted or splashed back­
ground, oeeupy a prominenl place on the wall, Other pictures include buJTalo, a 
Inrge I'hield, convenlionalized human figures with arms upraised, cirde~, elc. 
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The presence of a European wearing II hat und accompanied by a cross suggests 
influence from the San Saba Mission, located about .so miles to the O1ouLhwC01L The 
mission was established in 1757 and ahandoned in 17()8, thus giving a dose approach 
to the prohahle dale oJ the painting~. The rnission was fOllrlded for the Lipan Apachc01. 
Shortly thereafter it was raided by CommH:hes and their <tlIics. Many of the Lipans 
t~s(:<llwcl at the tinH~ of lhe altack. It would thu~ .. cern that the or.igin of these historic 
paintings may h(·~ allributecl either to th(·~ Il)ission enemit)s or to the eH(:apt~d misflion 
inrnat(>~. The lalter alternutivp appearR more probable. 

The site also was used in prehistorie ti rnes. The shelL(~r, measlll'ing sorne ] S feet 
in length by six feeL in depth, shows con;;iderable f!videnc,e of smoke blackening. A~hcs 
and burnt rocb cover the floor. Stones have been piled in I\OIlL, per-hap;; Lo HS1>i01t 
ill leveling the floor and thus afford .lllore usable SIHlC(\ .F'lood water sometimes enters 
lIlt: ;:;helLel' and covers the paintings. In rronl of n nearby bluff is a deep midden 
d(·~posil almost destroy(~d hy haphazard l\lnateur digging. 

Among the designs practically ruined ji,; onc lhal appears to have been a picture 
of three pen;ons a~tride a horse. The uninMI has its head down .18 if drinking in II 

stream. Another piclure ""hows traces that indit'ate II Illan with arms outstretched 
ancl wearing thn~e feathers in h if) hair. 

CLAS~;IF.ICi\TION OF THA.CEi\BLE DESIGN ELEMENTS, SIlTK NO. H7 

liwlUm R'iprc.l<Jntatiolls: 
C:<",w<.lnl.;onalizec\ _ ..... . 
EUn)lll''U11 figul't~'S 
Huni.lprinte: 

Negative 
Po"ilivl" 

Al'In~: 
lipraised 
OUI"trC'ichcd 

Body deeoral;"" 
Fenl nutspread 

Ifrunan W orlcmalls/dp: 
Proj(·'''1 lie 
Shield _ 

Lower Life: 
COllvcnllolllllizod animal:; .. 
I-I(n'st'~ 
Buffalo or cow. 

Cemnatric Ilnd Symbolic: 
D.iscs 
Cirele, 
Parallel z;gzag~ 
Cross 

8 
3 

2 
1 

4 
1 
I 
2 

1 
... __ 1 

H 
4 
1 
1. 

TOla] __ ...... __ ... __ .. _ .. __ ._ .. _._ ... _ .. __ ._ 

Srm No. 14B 

Number 

22 

2 

Per Cent 

4,8 

17 

31 

]00 

The site, loeally known as "Bloody Handprint Bluff," is located in the southwestern 
part of the county. The bluff, on the north side of a small "I.l'eam, hm, a slight over­
hang and on its partially protected wall are the rellminK of two positive handprints. 
No other paintings are now visible on the bluff. 
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On the opposite !lide of the stream, at u distance of about 100 yards, are two burnt· 
rock middens. A small amouut of flinlwork and fragment;; of mussel ~hells are 
intermixed with the angular pieces of burnt Ijm(.~~lone. 

The handprinls have Leen greatly damaged by spalling of the slone and the chip. 
ping away by sightseer;;. .T. A. Sloan, who accompanied the writer to the site, 
stales that whcn he first saw the place Home 2.5 years ago the prints were in a 
good state of preservation, and appeared to have been made by the crossed hands. 

He then related II legend explaining the presence of the handprints. The legend 
has been welded to an actuul hi;;tnricalincident. Since it seems not .inappropriate 
t.hat at least one legend pertaining to Texas pictographs be recounted in this work, 
this one has been selected as perhaps the most unique of those aV~lilabh". The story, 
as Mr. Sloan reruembered it, will [u'st be given; then the factual part will be noted. 

"About 1860 Ali<.;c Todd was captured by the Indians near Spicerock in Mason 
County, Texas. Her wrists were lashed together' with bllcb,kin thongs. She was then 
plaeed on a horse in front of an Indian man. The 8avage~ fled and, although IHJrSut~d 
immediately by the white settlers, were never overtaken. That night the marauderR 
camped at the bluff on this ereek. 

"During the flight the while gi rl had ~txllggled to free her hands. The thongf! cut 
inLO the flesh and the blood trickled down her wrists and over the palms of her hands. 

FIG. 223. PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 147, SAN SABA COUNTY 

Dimensions: 3, 3V. inehe" tall; 5, 2: inches lall. Color:wd. 'I'IHJ little fdlow represented in 
No.5 is much like a painting at Sile No. 14,2, Ma~on County. It may be prehist(ll'ic. 

FIG. 221,. MI~N, HORSES AND COW on BllFFALO, SITE NO. 14,7 

L Dimensions: 3 inr."e~ tall and :1,% inches long. Nute r.hel hat. 
2. Buffalo; length, 7 inohe$; height, 3 ,il\l~h(\,", 

3. Man with arms upnlIsed; height, 6 inchl's; width, :3 incl,,~~. 

4. Mounted Indian, whit a ~pcur in hand. Dimensions: 5%.x4,1/! inches. C.olor is rod. 

FIG. 225. "SUN·DANe!!: SnIELD," CIHGLES AND DISCS,. SITE NO. 1iI,7. 

Paillt is red. 

FIG. 226. HUMAN, ANIMAL AND SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS, SITE NO. J50, 
CONGIIO COUNTY 

Ollor: red. Dimensions over all: 4,1(,x22 inches. LineR half an ineh Wille. NOle lite phallic 
"ymhol~ and. the pictUl'e resembling an ~urthenWlll'e hoUle 01' gO\lnl vessel. 

FIG. 227. PICTUHES SnOWING ACTION, ETC,., SITE NO. ISO 

1. The group c()n~i~t6 of five humanS' painted in red, with the small t()!',o alHI curvilinear 
designs in black. In this case ti10 black paint appears to l)el ",ld'T than the red. Maxirnum 
height, 17 ill(;h,,~. Note hows and arrow ... 

2,4. Man in slooping poslure, c1ul)·likc dements, and cl"OSsilaleh (le~igll. Color: red. 
3. Animal painted ill black lmd n~d. Length, IJ, indw~; IWight, 5· ill<.:hee. Legs, nose, and tail 

in black; body in red. On roof of a small shelter in cliff. 

(Groupings by the authur, except in Pig. 226) 
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On di~mount.ing beside the bluff she dizzily !<.Laggcred and would have fallen ll<ld !She 
nol thrown out her hands and !lteadied herself against tlH~ din. Her bloody palms 
and fingers pressed firmly against the cold stone and left the red prints. The follow­
ing day IH~r would-be )'eSI'IH)r" ~aw the handprints and interpreted them as sealing her 
fate. They returned home ani! !lhe wa;; never again heard of." 

.1. IVlarvin HUllter, of Bandera, I.~dilor of Frontier Times and formerly a resident 

of Mason County, furnished the following facts regarding the capture of Alice Todd: 
She wail] 1, or 1.5 years of ugo at the tirm: of her capture, in the laue!' part of 
J 865. The place where she was su pposed to havI·) beell Ci:l plUred---Spicerock ·should 
be Sp,vrock. But the capture did nnl Lake place there; it was ncar Todd Mountain, 
aboili. ~ix miles souLhf)i\s[ of Mason, Mason County, Texas. Jlunt(~rr.:I write,; a;; follows: 

"It was during t.llI.' lllupr part of IH6S that 1111) Indians Oil onc of their ruj,18 killed 
\1". G. W. Todd lilld a rI<:l)l;ro girl belollging 1.0 ,lie Todd family, and ellpl.lII'ed and 
carried away Mis", Ali",·, Todd, dunglil"r of G. W. 'I'odd. 11. seems Ihat. G. W. Todd. 
who wa~ the firsl (:O\lllty clerk of Mason ("\lilly, and Mrs. Todd w«r" (:omill)l; from 
their home ,lb, .... !. four miles sOllth of ]\lUi<OIl, their daughter ridillg hd,illd her father 
and the nellro girl riding hehind. Mn'. Todd. when they Wr:l'fl altuchd hy a band of 
.Indium;. MI','. Todd was badly wnnnd",J and lived only a few dllY~; ,I." negro girl was 
killed il\iil:llltly, and th" whilO girl wa'" captnred. Todd ,,".d,) his escape und notified 
the (:ornnUiniLy 01 what htul happened. A ~earc:hing puny was quickly organized and 
starled in pursuit of t],e lnljiafl', whom tlH'y trailed to Il)(j Bover Cro""in)l;. Here they 
wet parties who hud ,cen the Jndians pass; and Ih,,,(, parties were ~lIre, as they had 
watched the India,," dQ,dy from a hiding ))Iu(,e, I.],u\: d"m' was no white girl in the 

party. Th" [HiI"lIing party then rot"!'llt,,1 10 the place where the attack had been made 
on the Todd family. There lhey di:;""v"r",1 t!w tracks of a IllUle amI horoc that had 
I"lt the Illldn party of Intii,w:; ,H'II Il'uvnled west. Confident that these tracks was the 
trail of the Indians lhal. had I.,(t the main body of the raiding pari)! llild taken the girl 
10 t.he main Indian "amp, it was followed for !Hany mil,,,,. Hut it wa~ w(nl!ll' lime, 
bitter cold, and ~now of several inches covered the gr.'nulid, ami he~h falling ~no'W 
frequently ohlil.m:aled the trail; so the eha:;" W,IIi abandon..,d." 

The handprints are close together and point in diITerClit directions. Bul, in lheir 

pres(~nl condition, one call not be certain whether they are prints of tll!~ right and left 
haJl(h;. They are not large, t.he one Lo the left mea8uring about six inches in lenglh 

and three inches in width. While handpl'inls are fairly cOIJunoJ\ muong pictographs, 
the positions of these two are UnU5U4\1. It b, of 1:0urf\(\ unnece~sary to state that the 
pigment used is red paint and not human blood. 

McCULLOCH COUNTY 

SITE No. 149 

A slightly overhanging bluff, in the northeastern part of the coun1y, has dim 
tract's of a ft~w pictographs. Their almost complete defaeement probably is due less 
to alrE' than to the ravage~ of nature. 

r.:IJ.[unt.er, .T. Marvin, Brief Hi:;tory of the Early Days in Mu"on County, FI'Qnt.ifll' Tillies, Vol. (i, 

No.3, Bandera, Dcccmh'lr., 1928, pp. Jl6-1l7. 
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CONCHO COUNTY 

SITE No. ISO 

Thi" is one of the out;;tnnding pielogruph sites in Texa~. It is not confined to a 
single shelter, but s(":atlel'od along the limeslolW bluff on the north si(h~ of the Concho 
Inver for H distance of iSome half mile. The hluffis about 200 yards north of the 
river channeL Tho lowland belween occasionally is inundated, hut flood waters never 
cover the pictographs. 

Many of the pRintings may have been IlHlde by roving hnll(h of [ndian~; but there 
is evidenee that tbe site was oeeupil)d at various timos hy e()n;4id(~rabl(·) number;;. 
~k~veral burnt-rock .middens and a few morttll' holes are in the v.icinity. Some ctllnp 
rdu~t' remains ill tlnee ~mall roek shelters in the hluff. 

In addition to game, mussels and fish, food probabl y consj:;,ted of pecans, acorns, 
mesquile beans, haekbenies, agarita berries, and tunas or fruit of th~ prickly pear. 
Several paintings of staIb of corn suggest either that the t~arly Indians grew small 
patches of eorn, or later onoil hnd !lecnit: growing. 

The paintings arc on sheltered slabs. Sonic are in gl'Ollpil, other~ single pictures. 
In size they vary from 2x2~,1l il1ch(~s to M.xIH inches. Many are about half as wide 
as long. That seems to have been a convenient propnrtion for the native artist. 

Mosl of the paintings are in red, but some are black and a few orange and white. 
A combination of red and black oc(":ur~ with some frequency, but is not as (:ommOl1 
as in the Pecos-Hio Grande section. While occasionally appears in combination with 
red. It is doublful whether any significance Wa~ attached 10 the colors used in 1I.IOst 

pictures. In some cases black wa~ considered a symbol of death or bravery.'" Such 
meaning, however, probahl y was not intended for all black paintings. Black froIll 
charcoal was mo~t easily secured. But red was pl'dened, perhaps he!;uu;;e it sug­
gested blood or life. Other colol'iI, being h~HR f*sily obtainable, were uscd more 
sparingly. Usually tbe black pictures are smaller than those painted in red. 

The paintings appear to lw of various nges. Some, qu ite bright, are fluperimposcd 
over dirn ones. Among clIses of iluperimposed pictures is one showing a longhorn 
(:ow over a buffalo. Doth are in red, hut the buffalo is very dim. One human figure 
is painted over another, givillg the impression of one person with four arms. The 
last picture is slIghtly larger than the older Oll!~. In many cases the first paintings have 
been ~o eovered as to be no longet traceable. 

There is little doubt that some of the older paintings are prehistoric, while many of 
the later ones represent the work of historic Indimls. Among the laUer are men on 
horses, a mi!lsion, a devil with harbf.d tail ,mel pitchfork, flags, men wearing hats, 
boots, etc. The pictures showing mission influence prohahly resulted-as mentioned 
in the discussion of Site No. 147--·-frorn contact with the San Saba Mission, about 4,0 
miles to Lhe south. The mission was in operation only 12 years, beginning in 17S6. 
Some of the most recent pidognlphs may owe their origin to temporary stop-overs of 
bands of Lipan Apaehes or Comanehes going on, and returning from, raids into the 
white setllement~ in Mason, Llano and adjoining counties. 

G4Hunter, J. Marvin, The Boy Captives, Frontier Time,;, Bandera, 1927, PIJ. 4.0, 47, 66, and 129. 
(Story of Clilllon L. Smith, a Corn and", captive.) 
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About 200 ()f t.he pa.intingfl are either too dim from weathering or too badly 
damaged hy thoughtless ~.ightseers to be l(lnw~r traceahle. Many have been ruined in 
the past 20 year~. Those best proleded Hud most inaccessible are ill a fair state of 
preservation. At the time of the wdter's last visit, .in 19Jt, there remained about 300 
complete pictures. 

Thirty-two fairly definite representations of human hands remaill at Ihiil ~ite. Three 
are hand-like drawings; the others are aduul hUlldprinb. One print illu~tl'ates an 
unusual combination of tedlniqu(~H, heing a posilivcimprillt in orange color with a 
painted ontlinG in red. 'l'here are eight llegaliVl'~ prints with paint.ed outlines or 
baekgrou\)d~, All arc ill n~d, except th(~ ornnge mentioned ab()ve and one positive 

impresi5innin while Il<lint. 

The hands seem to be those of adults. 'rhe rneaSUl'cments rangp from seven to nine 
inches ill length and :31/:) to Jive inches in width. The ind(~x finger varies in length 
from three to :~l% inche~. It is inten~t;tillg to nole thal mnst of the prints are of the 

Jeft hand. 

PLAT.I': CXCVI 

VIEWS AT Sl'fE NO, ISO, CONCHO COUNTY 

1. Concho River wilh the bluff ill the hackground. 

2. A close-lip of the bluff, on ~h(1lt.crcd portjon~ of which painting8 occur, 

PLATE CXCVII 

VARIOUS REPHESENTA'I'[ONS OF' TIlE, HUMAN HAND, SITE NO. IS!} 

1. Amhropolllurpirie li,nl.rl', H,,,,mlhling u pctToAiyph al Sit", No. 81, Val VCl'<le' County. 
lIo.:jghl, 12 inches; maximum width, ll~{: .in(;I1.·". Note siw or han(l~ ;'1 ]ll'oporti(H1. 10 hody. 

Appef1dage~ frOITI "1")\lld~,r~ "lUll)"\. ohlit'~l'alcd. 

2. A positiv() imprint of the left hand, ~11O"ing; poni')J1 of A.;',;,)!,,] linger /md thu!IIIJ )fIit;;r;ing. 

3. A typi~all'ollv(:·llti()llalil.ti" human figure, with ling.."r~ !lot. indicated. A phallic n''l,re.8elltmivn. 

if .• Positive: handprint (right), with tlIUlllh missing. 

PLATE CXCTX 

~TORY.TELLINC AND 01'HEH PIcnJHES, SITE NO. 150 

1. A Ht .. lk of COrti, ,:tUI Hymlml ami !tug ... gl'a~~"opp"'t (·r). Tlu:, rom is ;;nJlerilllpo~(ld over a 
Illunall jjglln~. ]lillH"IKi'Jn~: :l2x] B inches; color: re.rL A po,sible interpretation is that the' 8111\ 
(;1IU';(;'>\ lho corn to p:row, but the gm;;sl)()pp"r;; may (li:vnHI' the, t:rop. The :rayml sun-dise is 

alrno~t. id'~Tlli(:'al wilh certain de,ign" on pOIlt'l'Y, from E3SL Tc'Xas graves, in The' University of 
Texas Anthropology :Mu8emIl. 

Z. A gnlll[' of ,l(ll' or sun. symhols .. An. unm.·utll {('aillte :i~. that the: cent.~rs are painted white 
and outlined with black, whil.eo 1110' radiant triangles arC' .l'ed. Dimonflions ()V,)T all: ilSxl;~ )nehe~. 
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PLATE eXCVlll 

THE DEVIL, ARMED WITH A PITCHFORK, SITE, NO. 150, CONCHO COUNTY 

The paihLing, In ret!, up pears tn be genuine Indian work and probably rep"'''"''lIls mission 
ildluence. Perhaps paiut(,d hetween 17,",6 and ] 7M3, duteR of tl1(" ~;all S/tb" Miss.l(lf). Tlw (,g,ure 

is 6% illdl\'~ tall. 

This painting of the devil calls to mind an early Spani!:lh accollnt";' of ,mi~8ion 

Indians in East Texas, in which the slalernf.nl i~ made that tlwy painted the (,h,vil 

wIth horns, ete. 

""Hutcher, M. A., Description or tho Tejus O'r Asinui I ndhulS, 1691·-1722; Fray Fl'Uneiseo 
Ilidulgo to dlfl Vlc.m'oy, Novembcr 4" ]716, ll';tnshil.ed by 1\1. A. Huldie"!,, Southwestern Uistol'icul 
Quarterly, Vul. XXXI, No.1, AU>;I.in, July, 192.7, p. ,",6. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF TRACEABLE DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. ISO 

Human R.~pre,wmtation,': 
t.Dllv(lntionaii1.ed ...... 
!Square-shouldered 
Dancing; f1gurc('> .............................. . 

41 
2 
!l 

Eur()IJ('untip;tlr~s .......... .. 
Devil ..................................... . 
1'111111 ie. 
Heudle88 
Musked head ............... . 
Feather headdresses 
Arm~: 

Akimbo 
Downward .................. . 
Oll.lsr.retched 
Uprai8(ld 

Arrnle:;. 
Arm ar;ro~s ,JC .. ,,, ..... .. 

lJ 
1 
9 
4, 
1 
il 

.......... I 
15 

4. 
25 

3 

Ann dee'n:atio!lf; ........................ . 
. ... !l 

2 
Uandpril)ts: 

Limlled ... 
Negative 
l'o~il.iv\' 

Mi:;:;ing: 
One hand 
One arm 
Onn leg 

J .. nglf~~~ 
Fe'et turn(,d otHward 

Ilwnan If/ol'knum.ship: 
Pl'oj(:t:1iJ.:~ 

i\ 
8 

21 

1 
.................. 5 

6-
:1 
I 

lO 
4 

II\, 

4· 

Bow. and arrows. 
Pos~ihlC' allal\, 
Itnhhil ,I i<:h 
Cluh:; ........................................................ 19 
llafted axes 2, 

Olher hafl ",,1 ~t<)nes (?) ........ ... ..... ............. 3 
Shidrl~ ................................................... 3, 
Boals en 
Pole: Jaddel'~ 
PORP,ih]e pipe 
Eartlrenware lmules (?) 
Ornamt"nt!l (?) 
Mi~!;ion htrihlings 

Lower Lile: 
ConVCllliOll<l1 i,,~d or d.istol'tcd animals 
Hors(,:; 
lJce'J." 
Animal heads 
Buffaloe, 
Bufraln helld~ 
Turkey 

2 
3 
1 
2 
2 
2 

10 
11 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 

Birrl~ ....................... . .............................. 6 
Bird tTueks ('() 
ConvC'llIiollali/(:,d bird 
Tunic:; ......... . 
Snake:; 
Plulll~d serpent (?) ...... . 
Gra~shoppcr (?). .. 
Imlc'ch 
Trc" . . .................. . 
Stalks of corn 

,) 

" 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
4 
1 
2 

Number Per Cent 

17/1, 35 

71 15 

52 11 
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PLATE GC 

UNUSUAL PAINTINGS DAMAGED BY VANDALS, SHE NO. ISO, CONCHO COUNTY 

1. One of the mo~t artistic painting!; at Ij,i~ ~il", badly muti]utrd hy Ilw wriling of l1am/~8 and 
dales,. Dimensioll~,: H,x17% lncile,. Red paint .. 

2. A prohlematical design, pa,inled ,in !'ed lind hl""k, Somer eull il u goul'd, dipper; other!; 
think it roprrsolllR a wur duh, with a thong ullachcd to' the .md or the bandl!!.. Tho main 
pieturrJ i~ r(!'!'l; tho dim hla(:k 8erni.:,ir<:l,,: 10 the right "('ome to b<il an ,~arlicr pielurc: over whidl 

the red ')I1e WU8 l'ainttnl. Dimemions over all: 29%x12 inclu',. 

PLATE eel 

1'UR'I'LE, SlJN DISCS AND GEOM,ETRIC DESIGNS, SlITE NO. 150 

L Enclosed ill a eir'.'!!,1 i6 a reali8tic tmlle. All d(!',~ign6' arc' in red, Dillwrlsions over all; 
30xl3. ;nch,~". Lines % ttl % ineh wide. 

2. An artistic group or paintillgs greatly dalTlug,:,d hy ~.paJling or til"" ~torle. An eqUld·armet! 
,:ross in red i~ (,nt:lo~e:d in a blaek cire1c. Black zigzag8 appear between the pendant 11'iangl~ls. 

Tho very dim design is tHlJllned .ill hl(\ck. 

PLATE eelI 
CONVEN'I'IONALIZElJ AND SY MIIOLIC DESIGNS, SI'J'E NO, lS(): 

1. A gronp of elosely spuc.ecl painting~, Witll a hand lim,' helwalh. Tim two central figure~ 

~,:'.(':m to reprc'S/:nt: hird" in flight. The short lines muy he nllITwruliol1 rnurk~. 'I'h", hook-8haped 
lines are suggestive of "' .. " al Sit,,, No. ;'6 and 61., Tern:]] an,1 Val Verde COllnt.ies. Nole over­

h;lllgingledge. The paint is red. 

2. All unusual comhination of pietographs. The pictnre at hJt: pl'o\luhly J'epl'c"cIitS an animal 
head and horns. Th(, f<)l'k-l;haped d()"ign i, "imihtr 10 olle at Site No. ]56, Rumet County. 
Dimensions: 32xl6 inches. The paint is red. 

PLATE ccrn 

DIM SUPERIMPOSED PICTOGRAP.HS, SITE NO. 150 

1. R,:,dillin~ human figllrn slIperimposed on a smaller one. !.limeIl,i'HI' o[ figure: 20,1(9% .. inches. 
Paint: red. 

2. Among the dim puintings arc' three' positive imprints of th", left. hand. Red. 
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PLATE eeIV 

PIWBLEMATlCAL PAINTINGS IN RED, SITE NO. 150, CONCHO COUNTY 

1. One of the mf.>Ht. intricate gr()V]J~' at thi~ oitl". J)im~lIHioTl~: ~,2'xl~, indH'R. Nnw thl" hoot-like 
element near the right center. 

2. A canoe.flhaperl pklul'CI supc'rimposcd on a dim painting. Some< imerpJ"f't it us ropresenting 
a We,,! T(';xu~ nwk ,hell,er, al'eI'R~ Iu whieh ,i!; gained hy mean, of Il, pok ladder. Another tldnks 
a notrladi.; artist had seen canoel hurials of the Northwest CUll,! and piclured a nanoe between 
posts or trees. 

PLATE CCV 

HEALISTIC AND CONVENTIONALIZED PAINTINGS, SITE NO. 150 

1. A group of sO.I:I111I'(] Ilaneing figureo. Noto Ihe upraised arms, and that one of the fig,ul"ClS is 
1nv(:,I'1I"'1. Dimensions: 2:,lxi ; n..,] 1 ('0. 

2. An hnllrglas, element encloi;ed in a eircle. Note dml. 111<,' hOllrglass element or double 
t:riangh~ was emploYG(1 in drawing 1.11(: human figu.l'('s above. Dil1len,i()n~: !lxlO inches . 

. ~. A !iI'OIl!" of problematical dl'si~n~. One ~(:('H1~ I,." ho a vup;ue human figllrl" and another !l 

hird; a third may be a hafted ~t()nc implement. Olle i~ IlII1t:h like a ham and HUlY possibly 
represent a picce I'll mnal. ,,1" "trophy of tho chase." Djmen$i,.llI~: 24xl(l inches. Allin red. 
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PLATE CCVI 

SYMBOLIC PAINTINGS IN HKD, SITE NO. ]SD, CONCHO COUNTY 

1. Bi~ec~ed circle, sun disc, et~. Din\tm~i,,/)"; 6(ix30 inch(~s. 

2. Human-like he'lll with horns and ears suggc8tive or a hutTaln horn headdres6. 

3. A problematical design. Dimem;iotls: llx8% inches. 

PLATE CCVll 

HISTORIC AND PIU;H!STOlUC: PAINTlNGS, SITE NO. 150 

1. A horse 6tlperil11po~ed on ,.IJI<.'[ paintings. Dimcnsi"ns: l1x5 inches. This long, ,lim·hodied 
r(:pt'cs.mtailon (Of a h"rse Ii; milch like carvings at :Sites No. ):;19 and 162, Kimble and Oldham 
Counties. Color: red. 

2. A hadly damaged painting of a flaf~, "uperimpo:.;"d ovur parL of a small animal (right). 

Colors: fed and yellow. Dimen8io1l8: J ;,x!J' .inches. 

3,. Equal-armed eros,s in circle, a possible' bird ant! "" .• :all",d rabbit stick. .lh,d. Dimensions; 
16x7 inches. 

1. A prohlcllHltin,d ,ksign-possi]"ly a .,lout!. and ruin RyrnboL Similar 10 [l pictograph at Site 
No. 1.56, Burnet County, and a pt:'troglyph at :Site No. 81, Val Venl •. !, County. Dimel1~ion8: lil'x7 
inches. Paint is red. 

PLA'l'E CCVITI 

GEOMETRIC AND SYMBOLIC DESIGNS, SlTE. NO. ];'0 

1. Cros>;hu.tch, superimposed disc, etc., in red paint. Dim(!Il~i"n": 20x12, inches. 

2. A group of red painting, <:mnposrd of lin,"s and dots. Some may he nl1lTIt'l'al.ioll marks. 
IJimcnsions; 2:t!'x16 inches. 

3. Unusual, pr(Jhlematical pimureR. Dime,,,i,,,,": :l6xH inches. Color is red. 

·1" A duh-.IiIw or gourd·like, element painted ill n:d. DiJlll'u~i"n": l.'lx1. in"hes. 
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F'IG. 228. l'rc:rOGRAPHS COMHI NJNG HED AND BLACK, SITE NO. 150, 
CONCHO COlJNTY 

1. Man at Idt, hnldinp; ~ntlke, 8,-,Jid red; other two human figttl'c" Ilnd >;'JTI·di>;<; comhine red 

ami hlack. 

2. Body of anim"l anti ,-:!mtral ],uman in red; other three pictureH, (l~ w.:JI a~ ],'gl'; and tuil of 

animal, am in black. Insect-like figuro is ~lIp"rimpos"d on neck of tho Rn.imaI. 

FIG. 229. PJCTOGRAl'llS IN RED AT SITE NO. 150 

1. Inv,-'1'I':tJ humau l'eprc5entation; lu::ighl, 13% inches. 

2. Human figure whh arm~ akintho RIld eal' ornament. or feather in tlw hair ;;howing. 

3. Convent.ionalized hurnan, with onc leg shorter I.han. the otlw(. 

4,. Group of tIll\l6-\lul paintings; dimensioll~: ~lh14 inche~. 

FIG. 2.30. IINUSIJA L I'ICTIIHES IN RED, SITE NO. 150 

1. Whitc lrIall, horse and squa.I.,,,,.,,hnuld,,·!',,·,j Indian. Apparently the sqllare.~I\O'1I1dered figure 
wa~ an e<ll.''iy' paiming; ]<tler the horse was added; and lu"1. of all I.h" 1Il(lIt wearing a bat. 
Dirrwnsions: 12,Ytxl.'l inches. 

Z. A Ilond,,:;c::ri[)l dt~s.ign cOl11hining 1.lllll<lO and. animal leatme.~. 17x14 .. inches. 

FIG. 2.')1. GE'()METRIC, SYMBOLIC AND ANIMALISTIC PAINTINGS, SITE, NO. J5D' 

Group 1. DimcnH,ioJ)~; :.12x22: inches·. EI"'ll1f'ntH at upp'er right may represent snakes. 

Group 2. Su.[! 8ymbo] and C:()llv"nt.i()nali~,(,'d animal. Dimensions: J:J'xlS· in.:h .. ,:;. rlul(:hc<l COil· 

centric, ('.il'r.:1e~ like 1.h.i8 ,1m .illc.ise:d on certain IlOl.tCll·Y VCHHd:; from graves· in Northeast T(lXl;IH. 

FIG. 232. HOMAN REPHESENTATIONS, GEOME.TRIC AND SYMBOLIC DESIGN!'3, 
SITE NO. 150 

1. PQ6itiv() prinl o.f left hand, in or,mg., r,:(Jlor, with background in refl paint. Dimensions: 
9x5 inei10$. 

2. lIuman figllre wilh I,t~d c'.mt'!'r a11(1 halalll:cl bl/,Lr:k. ])illlelloinll~'; 5x:Vk inches. 

3,0. Gird.1l and ellnll~'(:t(,'d (,OIlCC'IlII'ie: cin:lc.R, with liIJf'B <lnd diHc in center. 

4. Convenlionalized human figur('H in fI"<1. paint. 

.5. Five.pointed Btur w.ith white paint in center and around Ollt'.'f .. ,.11,111':; baltl"..,,, red. DianH,l.er; 
15 ilH:he~. 

7. So-called ;;talk of corn. Pu int.: red. 

(Crol!ping,\ by tlw author.; 
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FIG. 23;3. PICTOGRAPHS IN RED, SITE NO. J50, CONCHO COUNTY 

Dimensions: 1, 35x21in(:hc~; 2, 36xlB inehe~. 

Thc' human in group J. hI" II four·fingered hand and is a phallic representation. Note the 
pendant ttiangl(,~ and series of numeratioll marks in grollp 2. 

In certain ease'R a J.Ir<)ud portion of a lin.~ may have: becn due' to rUlIning of the paint, while 
lming applied. 

FIG. 2% SYMBOLIC: PAINTINGS, SITE NO. 150 

Colors: 1,2, 3,4" red; 5, proi~)cLile and /lag, hlack; oLhe.t8 re;(i. 

DimensiollR: 2 .• 64",18 inchc8; 3, ]5,%x]9% inches; '1>, 34,x15; inches. 

Th~. Jeft fig\ll"J in group 1 uppear~ to be a hird in flight. The cCllIral one in group 2 suggests II 
horse and rider. Grollp 3 may reeord the fact lhul 5 enemie8 were killed w.ith a 8pellr, the rake· 
like {dement being considered a "death count." No.4, somewhat resembles a painted earthenware 
hottle. The association of a s]lear and flag in group 5 suggest>; an (l1H:ollnlm: with soldiers. 

FIG. 235. MISSION, EUROPEANS, E'I'C., SITE NO. ISO 

1, 4. Color, red. 

2. Mi8~ioll with thr"e crosses. Color i" red. Dimeusions: 17x15 inches. 

3. Rayed 8\m·dise. Center, black; ray" of alternate red alld hlack. DialllC!.cr: 12 inches. 

5. Di8G enclosed by circle. Red. 

6. European., with hea,18 destroyed hy spalling of stone. Djm'~n8jon8: 20'x9 inches. 

7. U·!;huped and ercsccnt demcllI.s. Red. 

8. Co'nventionaIizcd projcct.ill" point. Red with hlack eente'l". Dim,"1l8iorlf;: 23,l;,ix9 inches. 

FIG. 236. ANIMAL, nIRDS, TlJRTLE, ETC., SITE NO. 150 

Dimensions: I, 2,9x4,% inches; 2" Bx7% indle!!; 4, 5, 9%x7 inc:hel;; 6, llx7 irlchesj 7, 5%.)(8 
inches; 8, diamoter, 12' inches; 9, 10% inches long. 

Color,,;: 4\ 5, 9, black; OIhers r;HI, 

F'fG. 237. THE CHASE, SITE NO. 150 

Height of man is 6% inches. Color, red. 

(Groupings by the antJlOr.) 
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FIG. 238. ELABORAI'E. ARTISTIC RAYI.;]) SUN-DISC, SITE NO. 150, 
CONCHO COUNTY 

Diameter: 16 inchf:l:!. ()}lor: red. 

FIG. 239'. Hl]MANS, WEAPONS AND FLAG, SITE NO. 150 

1,2. Reclining human forms, possibly representing dead men. OJlor: black. lJimcmi,}ns: 
4x21h inches. 

3. Man with how, arrow and rabhit sti<;k. Phalli,.:. Note feather in hair. Coolor: red. Height: 
11 Vi! inches. 

4. Po~sihly a variant of th~, 8IH'Uf symbol. Color: red. )limC'llsioll$; l8x61f:J inehe~. 

5. Guidon in red. Dimemions: 5x2\6 inches. 

6. Distorted pl'oje()Lile. Color: hlaek. Length: 2.%. inches. 

FIG. 210. HllMAN AND ANIMAL REPRESENTATIONS, srrE NO. 150 

L HUllll11l form, with. e:xU!l;ACraled hunds und feel. Color: red. Height: 17 jm:hes. 

2. Buffalo, on a ledge near top of cliff. Color: red. Dimen~.iotl,,: :I OxB% jnehes. 

it Sup~rimposed hUlllan figurnr, Color: rell, 12x5 ineh,:~. 

4. Head of a typical longhorn. Spread of horns is 16 inclws.; length of hl.!ud, 12: inches;. 
Colors are red and orange. 

FiG. 24,1. TllRKEY, SERPENTS AN/) "OEATll COUNT," sr.m, NO. 150 

1. Rak(!·lik(, ,::1ellHmt, or so-called "death (Jount." C.olol': fed. .Length: 15 irl/.:he~, 

2. So-called plul1wd ~f."l'pc.nt, or p08sibly a ennvelllionaH",ed hund. Color: red. 

3.. Wild t.urkey painted in red. Height: 6 inches; length: !J.V~ i nohes. It I:; j nl"H,gljnl,!; to 
compare thi.~ picture with a turkey at Sit,; No. 90, Val V~rde COllnl.y, Texa~. (See Plate CLXXVIL) 

40. Snake-like element. Color: I',··d. Dim,'n~i'm~·; ]0,,1'/2 inch~8. 

FIG. 24.2. UNUSUAL PICTOCHAl'.HS, SITE. NO, ISO 

1. l'rohlernatical painting. Color: n:r1. llim('f1~ioll": 8,V2X2:VI ineht,", 

2. Po"~ible variant of rayed SIII1-diM'. Colnr; "hu:k. J)irm'l1~i()1l8: 17xU inches. 

3. ~:Q-ealled d"uhl()r·hnwl pipe. ColOI': red. Dimensions: <)r%x2: ilH·he~. 

FIG. 2'~3. GEOMETRIC AND SYMBOLLC DESIGNS, IN HED, SITE NO. J50 

1. A possible cloud (llld rain symbol. Dimt''Il~ion~·; 12x9 inches. 

2. A possiblr.r vuriant. of the wn symhol, or a shield with appendagers. DiuwDS.jons: 17xll 
illchn~. 

a. Huke·Uke eJemt'nt, 01' "dealh COlillt." Dimensions: 51f:Jx2% inches, 

(Grou.pings by the author.) 
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FIG. 244. PICTUGHAl'll:'i AT SITE NO. 1S0, CONCHO COUNTY 

DinWll~ion&: 1. 28xll im:he~; 2, iHSx2 '/G iIlCI'CH; .'1, :Bx19 jllchc~; 1" T8x8 jl1cht.'~. 

C:,,,lor~: 4,. n,!d, 'H'unM" and hlack; oth.'rs red. 

FIG. 2M;. llUMAN AN]) ANI.MAL FORMS, ETC., SITE NO. 150 

Color: red. 
Dimensions: 1,. lOx7 inches; 6. 7%xCJ' ,indlt'~; 7, 5%x:l%irlcll('~; ll, 6'/Gx.V,~ jlldIC$; 9, lO%x6l/1 

inchc,'R. 

FIG, 246. RAIN SYMBOLS AND PLANTS, SITE NO. 150 

Color i;o red. 

Ilirnen,i(lIls: I, 16l/~1(lnS indw~; 2, ISx() inche"= :l, JO%,x7 1/1 inches; 4" 10%x5% incllljs. 

No.4, a so-called &talk of corn, may ('("(>n'","'11 a di~l"rl(;d animal 01" hOl'lWd lizard. 

FIG. 247. CI':OMETHIC ANI) SYMBOLIC; ELEMENTS, SITE. NO. ISO 

Colors: 1,3, n,d lines Will, black inlnriol'S: ()Ihers, red. 

(JimensiollS: 1, 28%x6 inches; 2.. 27%xll -V1, ,inche.s; :1" 1O%x2.1;i. inche~; 4" I6xJO inches; 5, 
l4'~\lx51;~ inches; 6, Ilx3 inches. 

FIG. 218. GEOl\IETHIC DESIGNS, F,ITE NO. )GO 

Color: red. 

FIG. 2·19. 11l.JMAN, GEOMJ:.:TlUC AND SYMBOLIC DESIGNS, SITE NO. 150 

Colors: J, 3" 4" 5" 7, 3, 9, red; 2: and 6, rr,d and. blaek. 

Dimensj'm~: T, Hx4, inches.; 3, :'17xIS indH'~; 7, !J1/G inches long:; 9, 402x22: inches. 

No.5, a lllllnan to!'s", ['''''!.II Ul'!" a f')lII'-f'llp;en'd hand.. No.6 is suggesUv" of the South American 
oolag, consistillg or ~ton~" ~,nGu~,ed in skin and uuueh"d hy thongs. The large crescent in No.9 
I'").)' be a moon ,ymh"l. The sp.ider-likc clemen I" in No,. 2, 3, and ') may he rayed sun-discs. 

(Groll/IS n(ll in original order, riffS. 244, 247.) 

(Olher gronpings by the aUl.hor.) 

(Figs, 24.').,2411, Conrte8Y of C. R. Gmn[J<!rl'y, The llniv(lrsity 0/ Texas.) 
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Geometric and Symbolic: 
p(cr[l€,wlicular hatching 3 
IloriZ<>ntal hatching ____ 1 
Crosshatch _........ 4, 
Horjzolllal hand line............. 1 
Enclosing Land Iillt}s ......... _ ..... _ ... 2 
Squares. a 
Rectangles __ ._ ... __ ._ ..... _._ ........... __ .. _ 6 
Tl'hHlgle~ ........... _ ........... _ ... _____ . __ .... __ ...... _ .. _ 9 
Siugle drdes 26 
Coricclllric circles .................... _ .... _ .. _ ... _ .. _... 2 
Bisected clrcles 5 
Db;!;, f;lllc!oscd by !:in:I!), ........................... __ ... :'1 
Conllt'cted circles 3 
Hourglass dement in eirele ....................... __ ..... .1 
Eqllal.armed el'tl>;gc,in circles. 2 
Hayed scm icircl tl I 
S()l'()ll varianls .......... .. ..................... ....... 5 
Series or pendant triangles ..... _._ ...... _ ... _._. 8 
Series of IIUJ11I:mt.lon d(Jt;; . , .. , ]0 
St"ries of numeration lines 2 
Single zj gzag .. m_._ ............. m __ .. __ • ______ .. 1 
PutaHel zigzags "[ 
U-shaped elements __ ._._._ ... _ .. "._ .. " 5 
V-shaped elements ... _ ... _._ .. _._ ....... _ ... _ ... ___ 8 
y.~htlP(ld dmnenls 6 
Lmlder-Iike clement ......... _ .. ___ ... _ ......... ".... 1 
Pitchfork-like element 1 
Rltk(;;·]ikt: t;'h~ll)enl.$ I) 
.I:l(.l\lr!;Iu~"-like delTJe'llt~ ... 2 
FIu!;.- or bunner-like elements .. _._. __ ._ ... ___ ....... __ 3 
Guidon.like element __ ... _._ ..... _ ... __ .. ______ .. __ ..... ___ ._ ... __ 1 
C;I'()H~e$ __ .......... , ... __ 4 
Equal-armed cross ............... _._ ....• ______ ... _. ___ .. _.,,_.. 1 
Cre~Gent moon (n 1 
BUill or "trophy of tll(l eha~,/' (?) .... _.... 1 
Sun ~ymhnl~ 26 
Cloud and rain $yrnbols... .. ....... __ .. _ .. _... 7 
Discs .. _....... 3 
Amoehoid figllrf:'~ 2 
Curv.i\inear ... _ ........ __ ..... _ .... _._ ..... _.. 5 
Pl'obhm'lItical 6< 

Total 

COKE COUNTY 

Srn~ No. 151 

Number 

1911 

488 

Per Cent 

39 

100 

Located in a sandstone ledge, along a stream .in the northeast corner of thc county, 
is It small shelter that has some pClroglyphs and abrading marks on its wall and 
rooL The shl,dler, which faeeK north, rnen8ure8 13xUxH feet. 

The midden deposit nt this Bite was excavated and report thereon published by 
E. n. SayleB. I

'" Hderence is made to that report for further details. 
Some of the lines have founded bottoms ahout the size of the forefinger. Their 

depth varies from % to %. of an inch. Other lines, narrower and shallower, appar­
ently were carved with a sharp implement. 

The fact that the shelter is located near an old army post·-·established in 1852 
and abandoned in 1867-'-and that glass was found in the upper level of the midden 
depos.il, doe? not prove that the petroglyphs are historic. They show no evidel1(~e of 
white contact, or modiGeation; neither do the lower levels of the midden deposit. 
It: seems, therefore, that the abrading marks and eurvings ure prehistork. 

(,USayles , E. It, A Hock Shelter in Coke County. Texa", Al'cha(,ological and Paleontological 

Society, Abilene, Sept em her, ]980, Vol. n, Pl'!. 33·-4,0, PIs. 4 and 5. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 151 

Ullman Rcprcsdntatlons: 
Conventionalized ..... 

C (millie/ric and Symbolic: 
Equal·armed cro"e~ 
S(:I';e$ of IIumeratioll marks. 
Anchor·like ~lell1e!l1 
Ladrl"I',like elements 
X·ohaped clCI1WI1I" 

Total 

4 
3 
1 

... 2 
7 

NOLAN COUNTY 

SITE No. 152 

Num],nr P.~." Gont 

1 6 

17 94 

18 100 

287 

The sil() here cOllsi!'it.~ uf a ruck ;;helter. ]ut:(lled nenr Ih(·! headwaters of a creek, in 
the south central part of tlw county, Dr. Cyrus N. Hay and others m,companicd the 
writer to the site. On the walls arc a few carved figures and a numher of negative 
handprints with the hackground painted in reel. 

The low limc!'llone ~hdt:er was long occupied hy nlan, a~ 8hown by the t~xtensive 
midden depoHiL. TIl(-) painling~ and ,'arvinp:s have heen almost del;;tl"oyecl hy van· 
dalism. Only a few remain recognhmhle, 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 152 

Hllman ReprcsI.intations: 
S(Jllal'e·~houldered 2 
Negative handprinl.H ............................ ..... 7 
Arrn~ llprai;;'HI 2 
Arm decoration ............................. ................. 1 
FOIII.I.m' he"ddte~8 1 
Projectile wound . .......... ...... 1 

Human Workmanship: 
Projectile~ 
1'!,pe" (?) ....................... . 
Gourd (?), diPl''''' Ill" hag 

Lower Life: 
COl1vcntiol1td i""d hirds 

GMmetric and Symbolic: 

4 
1 
1 

Crosshatch . 2 
U.shaped clellwnt 1 
X·shaped element ] 
Figure eight 1 
Bj,:,ec!.ed circle or shield.............. ....................... ] 
Rain symbol...... .. .......... ........ 1 

Total ......... . 

Numher PM elm!. 

14 

6 21 

2 7 

7 24 

29 100 
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SHACKELFORD COUNTY 

SITE No. 153 

The site consist15 of a snwIl rock shelter, located in the soulhwel:ltern part of the 
county near the Jones County line. Dr. Cyrus N. Hay reported Lhe siLe and accom· 
panied the writer to it. The shelter has H length of about HI feet and an overhang 
of five feet. On the limestone wall are a number of red painting~, of a shade dosely 
resernbling English Venetian red. The paintings show no evidtmce of European con· 
1<lel and probabl y belong to the late pn~hh;lori(: period. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 153 

Human Reprcsentatlons: 
Conv"l\tinnali~(:d ...................... ....................... 2 
Arms downward 2 

Hllman 117 orlcmanship: 
Projecl.ile 

[,oW'(,r Lifl}: 
Conventionalized animals 

Ct'ometric and Symbolic: 
Stlll·ray disc ... 
Prohlematical 

Total ........................................... . 

1 
1 

Number Per Cent 

4 

2 

2 

9 

44 

12 

22 

22 

100 

FIG. 250. PETHOGLYPHS ON ROOF OF SHELTl~l{, SITE NO. 15J, COKE COUNTY 

The designs consist of equul'llrmed ernf;SC'S, so·called ladd.:,!", and inverted anchor.libl nlcments,. 

(Coartesy 0/ E. B. Sayles.) 

PLATE CCJX 

VIEWS AT SITE NO. 152, NOLAN COlJNTY 

1. Shelter on w"ll ant! roof of which ar" "arvings and negativel liandprints. 

(Photograph by K N. S""["s.) 

z. N"gative handprint with paint:ed or splashed ba.ckgroll.nd. 

PLATE cex 
SMALL S.HEl:rER AT SITE NO. 15:1, SIiACKELFORD COUNTY 

A few Jlicl()gra[lh~ are pro\'t,cled hy the overhung. 

PLA TE CCXlII 

BLUFF ON WHICH PICTURE·WRITING!::) OCCUR, SITE NO. IS5, STEPHENS COUNTY 
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FIG. 251. SQUARE-SHOULDERED HUMAN, GEOMETRIC AND SYMBOLIC DESIGNS, 
S1'n: NO. 152, NOLAN COllNTY 

L BiH01.:tl~d oV'ul·"huped dement, possibly a shield. Black pa.int, very dim. DimlmHiolls: 4,%x1, 
ir\(:hn~, Lines lA to % inch wlrl0. 

2. Woman wilh llprai~",d. u.nll~, holding; what appears to be a rlipper, Ill' ",kin hag. The line, 
ubove the dip!)(H' suggest rainfall. Carved wilh U olUlrp implement. Now almo"t de8troyed hy 
vandalism. 

:1. Ttl]lcc;.Hku "h,·mIYIII.; lightly Guncd. No I< " thn ],ird,like "hjed. at Ih,,' 1"1'. 
Ik OtH) "f &lWen negaliH:' Illlndp1'inl~, "pl""lwd awund with red paint. 
S, Squaro-slwulrlered hlll1lan, Ii g, u H.", pien:('d hy two projectiles. NOlr' Ihn 110'1101<11'(":"", <Hill 

"''':oration and proj,,,:til"8 in the hands. This Iype of I",mll" .1.'(:IH'(\"0I1I.(llio'1 i8 811p;p;e8Iive of the 
BUHk('! l\1'aker cultur(J. 

6. Figure eight elClIl<:llt !;arved with ,harp impicmeiH. Dimensions: 2)11 xl ineheo. 

PLATE CCXT 

HOMAN, ANIMAL AN.!) GEOMETRIC PAINTINGS, SnE NO. 15:.3, 
SHACKELFORD COUNTY 

Dilnol\f\jollK: 1, 11 jIH:,lw~.; 2. 7 illche,,; :1, 5x,1, .indl(.'~; 4" ,1.'% x II im:lll",~; S, BI/~dlliil\elll:O; 

6, ()'xf) iru:lms; 7, 8)(5% inches. 
No. lis a typical c"nvl:lnlinn,diwd hUllian figure. No.5, an unuHual humun repl'CHCnlalion, is 

Bugge'liv<.' of certain roul"l·lH)dicd petro:,.Iypll>l at Site No. 161\, Stephens Counly. Nos. 6 (lnd 7 
an" sugg('~liveo of hcrb.ivol'Ou.f;, or horned, IIl1d. "arllivo"'oll~ animal,. 

l'LA'rE CCX.lJ 

I'ICTOGRAPITS A'J' SITE NO, ]S1" SJ-TACKELF'ORD COlJNTY 

An oulstancHng; f"<1I.llr", i.; the repn:se'nt.alion of the he,ud hy a. ('il'cle. No.1, show .. , a fe;alher 
headdress; 9, ~how8 what appears 10 he' a ral)],il oli,:k in OflU 1,,1f\(1 uud 1.1 dub-like implement in 
I.h,~ ,)Ilwr. No,. 11, 12', and] 3, an, phallic representatil)l\8. 

lJinwn~.ions: 1" ISY:,:xHY:,: inche~; 5, 12:x] 0' indIes; 7, :1:lxI3, iuehc~; 9, :16x17 inche~; 10, 38x23 
inches; 12" 17x 12 i.nches. Color: red .. 

FIG. 205.2. PICTOGRAPHS AT SITE NO. 155, S'l'l':I.'HENS COUN'l'Y 

Colo'rs: 1, 2, !l" H, 9, ro"d; 1" 5, 6, 7, hlaek. 
Dimell".inll"'; ], 2, (j,%x(i. inC'hc~; :·1, S i.nd",~ diamt'lel"; 4" 9 inches long; :;', 9V~x2.% inches; 6, 

5% illl;he~, long; 7, 12x2% ind'{:8.; 8, 7x2. indles; 0, 1,1/" inehc, I.all. 
No.7 shows, a figure .l11.uch like 0lIe' at Sil,,' No. 99, Val Ve'r'lI", CounW" and Airnilar to one at 

Site No. 110, Gillespie County. 

FIG. 253. HOMAN AND SYMBOLIC REl'HESENTATIONS, SITE NO. 155 

ColO(": No.2, 1'1:'') witl, hlack legs; olhcJ"~, md. 

Dirnt'miolls: I, ~,x5 inches; 2, 2Bxll iuche~; :3, 21xll% inches; 1" S, and 6, 21x13 inches 
over all. 

No, .3 is a prohlHmatiGul figure, pcd,up.; u uonve!ntionalized animal or lizard; 5, shows a feather 
headdress; 6 I" unusual ill thut it apparently r"present" a, hroken projl~cl.ile tthaft. 

(Groupings by the al.l,thor.) 
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SITE No. 154 

Pictographs at this site appear on the wall of a shelter, located about u quarter of 
11 mile from a creek in the southeast corner of the county. The shelter, which faces 
west, measures about 22xlO feet. All the paintings are in red and appear to represent 
different period~. The older ones are very dim, while the others are quite dear. There 
is no evidence of European contact; hence it would seem that the elear paintings may 
belong to the late, and the older ones to the early, prehistorie period. An oUlstanding 
feature of the paintings is the presence of the human head formed by a circle. These 
are suggestive of circle-heads at Sites No. 82 and 108, Val Verde and Edwards 
Counties. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 1:=)1, 

Ililman Representations: 
Convclltionali~<ld .. ...................... 9 
Torsos 2 
Ring; or circle hcads 6 
Headdrcss: 

Horn ....................................................... 2 
Feather ...... 1 

Arms: 
Ollt~tretchcd 2 
Downward 3 
IJprai8ed 3 

Phallic ................. 4. 

Ilwnan W orkmansh.ip: 
Rabbit stick .. . ......................... . 
Hafted stOllO 01' "w,lr club" (?). 

1 
] 

Goo1n(,tric rind Symbolic: 
Single circle ................ ...... ] 
Connecter! cirdt'H 1 
Semicirde .. .......................................... 1 
V·shaped element 1 
Spider·likA nlAment . .... ................ ................. 1 
Ham or "trophy of the ehus,," (?) 1 

Total _ .. 

STEPHENS COUNTY 

SITE No. 155 

Number Per Cent 

2 

6 

40 

80 

5 

15 

100 

Pictographs, petroglyphs and abrading Ill.arks arc on the sheltered faces of several 
overhanging ledges and hould~rs, along it 8afl(I"I(HH~ hluJT, in the south central part 
of the county. The blufI ranges frorn 50 to 75 feet above the surrounding valley 
to the south and cast. S~veral of the small shelters contain midden material. To 
the cast are some nval mortar holes and deposits of camp refuse. 

The pictographs, in red and black paint, are in a poor !ll,lte of preservation. 
Many have heen ruined by the vandalism of oilfield workers and other~. In addition 
to the Wl'itl ng of names and dales, pictures in various colors recently have been 
painted over Rome of the works of the native artists. 

Another source of damage to the paintings is an accumulation of soot from a 
nearhy earhon black plant. An indication of how it collects on the rocks may he 
gained from the fact that reeeni. carvings contain much soot and appear as bla.ck and 
aged as the Indian carvings and ahmding marks. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF LEGIBLE DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 155 

IIlunan Representations: 
Conventionalized ...... . 6 
Phallic ............. . ................................... 1 
Torso 
Arma upraised 
Armless 
Headless ........... . 
Feather he<lddre~8e8 
One leg missing ....... . 
Positive handprint 

lI11mr/./l, Workmanship: 

1 
3 
1 
] 
II 
1 
] 

Shields ................ ,.. 2 
Projectile ~haft (hrok(,n) 1 
Club ., ... ", ...... , ..... ,.". ,. ... ,. 1 
Tepce ................. , ..... , .. ,...................................... 1 
Ornament (?) 1 

Lower Life: 
Conventionalized animal ................. "".......... 1 
Lizard (?) .. .... ... ., 1 
Bird tracks (?) ............................ , .... , 3 
Tree 1 

(;'1I)Inetric and Symbolic: 
Crosshatch ........................... . 
Curvilinear .... .... .., ....... . .. 
Connected (;ircles .... , .......... , ..... , ....... , ... . 
X-shaped elemcnt~ 
Crosses 
Rayed ~1m·di~cs 

Total 

SITE No. 168 

1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 

Numb~T 

17 

6 

6 

JO 

39 

Per Cenl 

1.4 

15 

15 

26 

100 

293 

Near the northern edge of the county ar~ Iwo large sandstone boulders on which 
arc pctroglyphs pecked with a hammerstone. M,ost of th~m are of human hgures, 
highly conventionalized, and of a type rarely found in Texas. The distinctive feature!; 
are narrow bodies with oval-shaped enlargements near the cenler. The figures afe 
peeked 10 a depth of about 1/" of an inch. These arc not abrading marks, hUl arc 
the result of mueh pUl'po~dul peeking. A much us(~d quartzite hammcrstone, about 
4x2xl% inches in size, was picked up at the fool. of t.he bouId!'i" on whj(:h most of the 
petroglyphs occur. The pictures range in height. from nine to 2:~indl\~8, the average 
being 12 to 15 inches. 

C. L. Baker, who ex.amined a "ample of the ;,;Lonc frolll the!-le boulders, reported 
<If; follows: "This ~andslone i" poorly cemented and will crumhle in .sO to 100 years." 
This suggests that the petroglyphs are not very old. 

Adjacent to, and on, the hill where the petrogly phs arc ]m:nled is an exten;,;ive 
eampsite. 

It is reporLed by Lesler B. Wood, of Breckenridge, thaL in lfJ:)4 a skeleton was 
found by some hunterfl hen(~al.h the slightly overhanging edge of one of these boulders. 
The burial was in a flexed position, on the left side, and accompanied by a few 
artifacts, none of which showed white contact. They induded a hone awl, projectile 
point, and slolle hammer. The skull was in a good slute of pre~ervation. 

A careful examinaLion of the pctroglyphs reveuls several points of intere~l;: 
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1. The central enlarwm1C~nt in Ihe }llIman (jAIIl'<'~ .i~ unique il\ TmrllS picture' 
writing. 

2. These rotmu\ fi!,lums are "imilar 1.0 a pi(:tograph Ilt Site No. 153, Shackelford 
County, 

3, M()~t 'if the figllres are in an illvel'led p"l;itivl1, 
4. Mo.~t of the arms ill'<) oUlstretched. 

3. Hands are not indicated. 
6. Only one leg i, shown for ('uch figure. 
7. The cros"-1ib~ "I(:melll, aI,,, appmu' to n:prcscnt IHiman form~. 
fl. There arn two po,sihle binl 11'11('''', 

9. No animal, ai'e l'OfH'"",'rHod, 

10. The pelrv!,Ilypb; .how no evidence of European conlad, "nlef;s certain of the 
h~ad cnlaTgement. repre~cnt hats. 

11. The fig'II'e~ lire crudely pecked lind the weatherin!,l i~ "'I(.:h that lhey look 
as old a, the "urrounding stone. 

12. Sevural of the petroglyph;; on the cxpn~cd upper surface have weatlwr",d IIntil 

they un, almo~t destroyed. AJlJlurcntly Ihi;; does not indicate any !,Irea! age, hilt merely 
·is the res"lt of rapid weathering of the sandstone. 

The ahsence of kgs might indicate that these figures are not human representations. 
Olher features, how(wer, make it seen] probahle thaI lh(~y w(~re RO intended. 

CLASS1FICATlON OF lH:Sl(;N ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 168 

lfwnan Reprcsent(ltions: 
Conventional i,~d (?) 
Arms: 

Outstretched 
Downward 

IAn",:r Ufc': 
Tree or plant 
Bird Iruek 

(;,lOrnel,.;" (lncl .'lvI/dIOtic: 
Equal-arm,:".!" cro8ses 
Anchor.like clement 
Y.shapec\ clement 

Total 

20 

15 
S 

1 
1 

___ . ___ ... __________ ._______________ 4. 

PLATE CCXIV 

1 
1 

Number 

40 

2 

6 

48 

Per Cent 

8il 

4 

1.3 

lOO 

PETROCLYI'IfS !\ND ABHADlNC MARKS, SITE NO. 1;iS, 

S'I'EP.llKNS COUNTY 

Ntll<~ tl,,: llIutilation, and dUlllagtl hy vandal~. 

PLA'I'F, CCX V 

llNUSliAL l'F:TIWGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 168, STEPIIENS COUNTY 

Not.e that mO"!. or t.h" "o-"ailed hlillian figllre~ are in an inverled p08ilion. 
Lw;!.er B. Wood, of Br"ck.'l1l'idl(c. i, flxamininr.-; Ihe pr:ek"d dc,i!!:11". 

PLATE CCXVI 

I'J<:THOC;LYPIIS AND ABRADINC LINES AT SITE NO. 160, 
McLENNAN COTJNTY 

Croup 1. So·called "mup" "lll>will!( main stream and trihmal'ics. 
Gr'mp 2. Possible abrading liue:;. Lines 1h to % jn,~h deep. 

(C ou,rtcsy oj Pmnk II, Watt.) 
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PLATE (X/V, 

PLATE ('XV. 

PLATE ((,XVI, 
~ .. ' 
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BURNET COUNTY 

SITE No. 156 

Pictograph<l at lhis place an: on the wall of a rock .,heller, located at the junctioll 
of two creeh ~I few ll1ile~ ea~t oJ the Colorado Hiver. The red paintings are clilH, due 
to occasiollul 1I0oel aeliol1 as well a" Lo ago. -rhe oUlslanding pidure is what appears 
to be a haftod stone ax, or cluh, with thongs hanging frOIll the handle. 

Midden deposit in the shelter evidences occupation over a considerable period of 
Lime. The paintings show no signs of European contact. 

FIG. 2;';4. (:EOMETRIC AND SYMBOl.IC DESl(:NS, SITE NO. 1.')5, 
STEPHENS COUNTY 

Co[ors: 1, hlack; olherK red. 

Din1ell,ioll": I, .I2x6 inclw~; 2, B in()he~ lull; :-I, :l2 inehe~ in diameter; 4, 14 i"du,,, in diulm,ter. 

No.2 is 5uggeH,iv(, of a tepee, and No.1. a shell gOl"gel. The lul.lm·, however, nlay huv", I.cen 
inl.,·",h,,1 tn represent !I shield. No.3 apparenlly if' a shield wilh a rayed ~lln.dis() in Ihl' '",nter. 

FIC. 255. PICTOCRAPHS AT SITE NO. 156, BURNET COUNTY 

Color is red. 

Dimcn~ion6; 2, 7% im:hcs long; a, 6% inches long; 9, 17%x4% inehes; 10, 16x:{Y2 inches, 

No. <) prI.lbably rcprC5ClllS a haft"d stone ax. It is suggestive or a painting at Site No. lfiO, 
CondlO Connty. NOR. 7 and B, rculi~ti(; projectile poinls, arc IIlltlSlIal .in Texus piclllm,writin!lR. 

FIG. 256. PETROCI.YPI-IS AT S.ITE NO. ISH, BELL COUNTY 

1. Carved human head showing headdrcs,;<. Diameter: 5 inches. 

2. C'"IY,ml:iOllaliz.ed htHrlaJI representalion. 

:1. Mun ellrv"d on an exposer.! boulder. Heighl ahout 3· fe(:'l, 

FIG. 2.fi7. I'TCTOCRAPllS IN SIIELTER, SITE NO. 187, SUTTON COUNTY 

Color .is ... ,d. 

DimCIlSi(1l1S: 2, Sx2 inches; 3, 3x2% inches; 4,. 1.x:J inches. 

No.2 Illay bn a large projectilo point or it hip;ll1y conventionalized human forlll. No.4· js a 
Illunan torso, with arms downward. 

FIG. 2SB. PETROGLYPHS CARVED ON LlME:',TONE. BOULDER, SITE NO. 187 

Tho lines appear to have heen cut with a ~harp .implement. 

(Gro(l.pings by the Gu.thor.) 
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CLASSIFICATION OF TRACEABLE DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 156 

JJ W/I,(UI, IV or/anans/',ip: 
Projectiln Jl()int~ 
Hafted ax 

1,0/1/('1' Life: 
Snake 

G«/lIII"'l'i,; a/",I Spn/J/llil': 
Tellt)(lo _____ ' 
Hcctangles 
Curvilinear 
Circles 
!£,ljua)'armed Cf(>,;, in circle 
Zigzag ~ ~." ... ,," ... """""., .. 
S,:~de;; of pendant triangle~. __ 
Y-shaped el<:'mt,nl 

Total 

2 
1 

~l 
._______________________ .3 

1 
2 

________________ 1 
1 
I 
I 

BELL COUNTY 

SITE No. :I 57 

Number 

3 

B 

17 

PeT Cellt 

18 

6 

76 

100 

On a cliD: in tIw llorthcrn part of the county are reported to he a few dim picto· 
graphs. Frank H.Watt;7 menlioned them ail follows; 

"Thereio still dimly discernible, high on the clUfs ahovt" the Leon at a point known 
a~ 'The Narrf)w~: a p<lillling of an Indian with bow and arrow ,in llwrtal ,:nmhat w'ith 
~ b.l'g,) beal'. The thought o(:CI,lrs that the Indian cmerl!:(Jd as victor from this combat 
,mil lat!'1' returned and proudly recorded the incident." 

SITE No. 15H 

At this site, ncar No. arc a few petroglyph",. One of the figures is It human 
represenlntion, carvt~d and pecked into the exposed surface of a large limestone slab. 
The technique of the leg delinealion is much like n carvt~tl deHign at Site No. 152, 
Nolan County. Ncar the human fIgure is a carved !:make. 

Very near the above Inentioned petroglyph:;; is it (:reviee-like entrance to a so-called 
cave. Just inside the llarrow entl'unce is a carving of a hunlan head, wearing a feather 
headdress, and another of a i:\lllall eonvtmtionali:r.ed human. 

Adjaeent to the petroglyph~, and not far from a spring, iH a hurnt-rock midden. 

CLA~S[FJCATlON OF' Dl~SIGN ELEMI':NTS, SITE Nfl. IS!! 

llum(m Rll'/lr(:sl-:ntatio/ls; 
COllvelllionali~(\d _________ _ 
111m'! . __ 
Feather 11«'lIkll'ess , 
Arms: Downward 

A"r'-'~fl body 

T,ow"r Life: 
Smp-nnt 

Total 

Numher Per Cent 

2. 
] 

1 
I 
1 6 H6 

1 14. 

7 lO() 

01Watt, Frank H., A Prehi8torie Sheller I3uriulin Bell County, Texa., Central Texas Archeological 

S'Jeidy, Vol. 2, Waco, Mareh, 19;~6, p. 22. 
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CORYELL COUNTY 

SITE No. 159 

In the western part of the county i~ a rock !lhelter with an adjacent flint quany, 
pxlensive workshop and camp~ite. On the wall of the shelter are the remains of 
several very dim red paintings; so dim, in fact, that it is irnpoAsihl.~ to report them 
in detail. 

McLENNAN COUNTY 

SITE No. 160 

Carved into the table-like surface of the Edwards limeslone of the regioll arc a 
number of petroglyphfl and abrading lines. The carving" are located near a rock 
shelter in the western part of the county. Tn ooe of the groups are a number of 
connected lines, suggestive of a map showing u stream and its tributaries. A report 
on the Bite was written by Sam Home and illustrated by FrankH. Wal,t.li~ 

HENDERSON COUNTY 

SITE No. 191 

This site is the only one of its kind in East Texas of which the writer knows. It 
consists of a rock shelter, on the walls of which are numerous deeply rubbed lines 
and a few shallower petro glyphs and abrading ruarks. The sheller is some 25 feet 
in length with an overhan!l: of ahout. 15 feet. On the floor, and outside the overhang, 
is a midden deposit. 

The overhanging rock is a huge block of ferruginous ~andt\t()lle that iR cemented 
with hydrogenous iron oxide (turgite). The stone is very weak, of a deep red eolo!' 
and eould have been used for paint. Many of the deep lines may have he en made 
in securing powder for paint.. Some of the markings appear to be much older than 
others, hut 1Ione of the p£:Lroglyphs shows evidenc!! of white contact. 

A distinctive feature of mally of the marks is a round, smooth bottorn. This implies 
the use of round-ended implements. 

Aside from marks probably caused by scraping of paint material, or i'lharpening 
bone and wooden implement~, there are 80me arranged iu patterns that show 
purposeful execution. These are distinguished from the others by shallow lines, 
triangular in cross-section, and apparently carved with It sharp implement. Sorne 
of the peLroglyphs are suggestive of ones at Sites No. ] 51 and Coke and 
Stepheni'! Counties, and various oLher West Texas "ites. 

IJ~Horne, Sam, Petroglyphs Tonk Creek, Centrlll Texas Ar()heoll!gie.tl S(>ci.,ry, Vol. 1, Waco, 
1935, pp. 30--31. 
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PI.ATE CCXVII 

V.IEWS AT S.ITE NO, 191, HENDERSON COUNTY 

1.. Sheller of fCTr'ugillous ~alld~loll(" ill which (II'" pf"tl'oglyph, alld worn line", 

2, :3. PetroglYJlII~ earved. with a sharp implement, Crosshatch, tt'pe~', and h\llTingholHl dements. 
No, 3, 9 inches in. width. 

PLATE. CCXV III 

l'ETROGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 1<)1 

1.. (::ollvenlioll(lliznd human, ,o-':all ... ,,1 bird tracks, rect.angles, triangles, etc. At upper left .is an 

equal-armed cro,s in a circle. Note the Iwo ''lllllI'C·"h''(Ild''I''''\ figu!'!'" ,It (lPP"I' center. (Sec Plate 
CCLVIII, 16.) These ,HII "imila!' to a pictograph at Site No. :~8, Brew~t(jr County, and a p"t!"o­
glyph <It Sile No, 138, Sutton County, Ther" also may he ~e("l a cOllventionalized human with 
a pit for a head, 

2.. At UPII('" (:HntHr is a 8iJ-c,alled hiI'll 1 I'a(:k; ncar center a COllve'llt.ionalir.e:d animal; and 
beneath it a rain symbol. 

PLATE CCXIX 

l'ETROGLYl'JIS, ABRADING MARKS AND PITS, SITE NO. 191 

1. Most of the lines aJlpear to be abrading rnark~; hut rH:,lI' ,:entcr: aI'" lightly carved Cf08,hatch 
and hiI'd track dement". 11m lines of the Cf'(}~ghatdl are only % im:h <1f,''''P, whil,~ the abrading 
murk", un," ~i(: to % inch in dept]" 

2, Round-bottoHlcd lines, series of jJit~. and ptlroglypl", AI: I.lW lower cemer ig, a rake-like 
clement:, or &o-called "df"uth CflUIII.." At tho upper center is II circular de»ig,n, formed hy a row of 
pitB, em:I"Hing lin t:"!lIal-anned eroSH. Th~: onl"'l"iy arrangement of the pits is sugge'~tive of those 
at petroglyph Site No. 190, Loving Count.y; piel.ograph and pul.roglyph Site No. 20, Culbel'~on 

County; pictograph and alll';lding lllark Siw No. 133, Real County; and petroglyph Sit" No. 188, 
~;utton County. 

PLATE CCXX 

SCRAPING CROOVES, ABRADING MARKS AND PETIWGLYl'IIS, SrrE NO. 19'1 

1. Deeply carved "bird tracko," and grooves ruLblld with 11 round'IJOinted implement. High on 
w,,]J of ~hdte'r. 

:2, The petroglyphs include tho equal-armed, cross, tepee demcllts, and crosshatch. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN J<;LEIVIENTS, SITE NO. H!l 

11 uman Repn's(1nlations: 
Square·shouldered 
Convenlionalized fll.(lIJ'(:·s 

Conventionalized hdilds 

Flwn/~n J/Vor1cmanship; 
Icpccs ____ __ 
Pmj<:ctilcH __ ..... 

Lower Life: 
COllvelll.ionalized animal 
Bird tracks 

................... .:l 
2 
2 

3 
...... __ ............ __ ... __ ... .'l 

5 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
Croi;$\iald\ :. __ .. ____ 2 
Horizontal hatehing .. __ __ ..... __ .... ____ .. ______ .......... 1 
Perpendicular hatching. 1 
Obliqu\l batching ____ ........ ____ ...... ______ ... __ .. __ .__ 1. 
j·:quaJ·armed cross in circle 2 
Equal'L1nned e1'O," .. ...... ] 
Hllke·like elements 1, 
Uerrin~bone elemeut" :~ 
Rain symbol I 
Chevron·like elements 2 
X."lulfWd demnnl.s __ S 
Circle of pits I 
Rectan~le 1. 

Total 

PLATE CCXXI 

Number Pel' C'.~rll 

7 

6 

6 14 

25 51 

44 100 

ABRADING MARKS AND CAHYKD PE'I'ROCLYPHS, SITE NO. ]87, 
SUTTON COUNTY 

PLATE CCXXII 

VIEWS AT SITE NO. 188, SliTTON COLlNTY 

1. Entranc() to tht) shelter. The floor prOI)/:r i~· .m II Invc1 with (he: mUll's head. 
2. A section of tIll) ~1,e1ter Wl\ll ~howing deeply carVl:d. tin.:s. 
3. Abrading marks and Jlossible petroglYJllt~. IIII.':l'll1ixc:d with the ~roove5 are a, f,.,w eUl'vings 

Huggllsti vo of conventionalized men, etc. 

PI,ATF: CCXXIV 

UllMAN FIGURE PAINTED IN RED AND BLACK, AND LATER CHALKED, 
SITE NO. 1,62, OLDHAM COTJNTY 

'rhe painting was chalked prior ttl Ihc;1 writer'", visit, hut after color sketches hud lwen madel by 
oth"T ohservers. According to such sketch •. ,., tbtl entin' figml' wa", n",l eXI'ept for t],e' 'iI,h·like 
nhj"'d., "xl(mding from tlw waist 1.0 tho knees, and the fringed headdress. These were in black. 

PLATE CCXXV 

UllMAN AND ANIMAL CARVINGS IN SANDSTONE, SITg NO. 162 

1. COIlv'cntl'}JHI];"ed human figure with anns upraised, showing five. and thr'~IJ·fiugered hands. 
Dimensions: lOx7% inches. 

2. A he<adlcss animal, with ITiungle5 suspended from the tuil. The head a]lpcur8 tv have: been 
destroyer! by hrc~killg away a piece of the stone. Dlrm'llsions over all: 21:Yl.x()% inches. 
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WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

SITE No. 161 

On the slightly protected faee of a bouldel'--heside a spring on a percnnial stream 
in Lhe ~ouLherll part of Lhe counLy--.is a trace of an orange colored rayed sun-dise. 
No other pictographs remain. 

SUTTON COUNTY 

SIrE No. 187 

The site consists of a small, somewhat inaccessihle shelter conlallung four dim 
paintings. Three limestone bouldert;, located on top of the peak, have on them a nUIll· 

bel' of abrading marks, together with a few carved design elements. There is a camp· 
site amI permanent water nearhy. The site appc<lrs lo be prehistoric. 

FIC. 259. PETHOGLYPHS AT SITE NO. 18!!, SlIT'rON COllNTY 

mn\t:lJl~i(lnR: ", ~,x3 int:11<""; 2, 3JQ2;% inche~; 1" 3%x3 i "che"; 5, 2:%x5, inche~; 6, 5x6in(;hn,;; 
7, 8x3 inches. 

OUHlanding among lhe eUl'ving,; arc the so-caUed. 8q\lare·~h()uld(Jf'ed human figut"t·,·~, the t(:I)(:e· 
likl.· d"Jlwl\! uml Ihe ~'jri",~ of conieul "iI.~, Them likewise is a pel.ro;.llyph "f a convcntiorluli1.ed 
human figllre wit h one arm miS6in;.l. 

(Groupings by the author') 

PLATE CCXX Y 1 

PICTTJRE·WR1T.ING AS I{EPORTED IN J8S4" SITE NO. 162, OLDHAM COUNTY 

N<')l;. 5, G, 7 are pctroglyphs; others, pictographs. 

(A/ter If?hipplc, Ewbank and Turner. No1. original grouping.) 

FIG. 260. HISTORIC PAINTINGS AT SITE NO. 162 

1. Slln-O!jl;(~ ano! triangle6. Color~, red and hlack. 

11,. ConVlmlional.izc:d hnrtlnd animal, p,,""i]'ly a 1.'"pI.'CHcntalioll of a bU.fIalo·, Color, red. 

S. l'o6i.live handprint, and pnnd(lnt trianglAH. (:'olor", nOll and black. 

6. Human rq)l'cscntaliol'l6 8h.owing white contact. Colors. red and hlack. 

7. Man on hol'oC' with pack animal following. Mall and horse, red.; pack animal, black. 

(Sketched fro//{, "holographs. Grollping by the author.) 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 187 

lIumaTl Represent(ltl:oIlS: 
Conventionali,ecl 
Torso 
Arms downward ..... 
Armle~~ 

liuman. 1f/ orkmtlnship: 
Projectile points 

',ower Life: 
Bird I rack (?) 

Geom.etric and Symbolic: 

..................................... 1 
1 
1 
J 

Pnrpcnrlkular halehing; 1 
Dise ................ ............ .......................... 1 
Equul·urmed Cro8~ 1 
X·shaped cl(:ment.s ................................................ 3 
T·shaped clements 2 
Y·shaJlcd element 1 
Rectangle .............. I 

Total 

SITE No. 138 

N umhe~ Pe~ Cent 

2 12 

1 6 

lO S8 

17 100 

Pctroglyphs and abrading marks arc located on t.he wall and roof of a small rock 
shelter. According to C. L. Baker, the rock i~ a "fine grained, limey sandstone, quite 
porous but fairly durable." There i8 i\o.lne evidenee of camp life at this place, hut 
lillIe in the way of middenrnul.erial remains. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. 188 

Human. Representations: 
Square·shollidered .... .... .......... .................. .3 
H,·,ullles, .. ...................................... 2 
Conventionalized .............. .............. 1 
Arms: 

lipraise.l 
Downward 

G com.e'tric and Symbolir:: 
Endo~urc of Jlil~ 
Curvilinear 
Band Hnt", '.If pil.s 
Tepee ... 

1 
...................... 3 

1 

X·shaped elclllenl~ ..................................... "' 

1 
1 
3 
1 
4 

Total 

PCI' Cent 

11 S2 

10 48 

21 100 
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OLDHAM COUNTY 

SIn; No. 162 

According to Floyd V. Studer, of Amarillo, who H(;(;ompanied th(~ writer to the site, 
it perhaps is the nHH,lirn !lor-Lan!. pictograph and petroglyph location in the Texas 
Panhandle. He briefly mentionedi! in a ~urvey of the region in 1931.';') 

The site consi8ts of a large rock shelter, Oll the RmH.lstone wall of which are rnany 
paintings and carving~. l"oolprints also are carved 011 the stone floor of the ~helter. 

Olle of these is Illuch like a piutograph at Site No. 82, Val Verde County. Another 
slightly overhanging ledge ha~ on it" a (ew Iwtroglyph~. Evidences of EuropeaH eon­
tad appear in the picture.writings ~lt holh of th('",e location",. Thi8 is one of the few 
petroglyph I;ites in Texas that inelude earvings of horses. 

Adjacent to the shelter and bluff is an extensive open campsite, accompanied by 
several mortar holes in the bedrock. The site is well locat.ed on a small tributary 
of the Canadian River and appeal'" 10 have heen oc(;upil~dill both prehistoric and 

historic times. 
R. A. Prentice, of Tuelllllcari, New Mexico, first Galled attrmtion to the faet 

that thi;; site is the same as one described in the n~port of the Paeific Survey of 
185[1--S4,'''' andi" mentioned by Mallel'y,OI as follow:,,: 

"Amonp; the many colored etchings and painting~ (11\ rock, di,,,ovr,r,,d by Ih(, l'aeific 
Railroad Expedition in lfl5:~-·54, may be mentioned those HI R(l"ky D"l1 Crnek, New 
l\f(;xi<:o, which were fOHn(1 'hetween the edge of the Llano E~tacado and the Canadian 
HiveI'. The sU'eam flows through a gorge, ullon OIW si.(k of which a slwiving 8(1od81onc 
J'Ock fnr.\J1~ a ~ort of cave. The roof iii covercd with paintings, some evidently ancient, 
and beneath are inrHIIlH'rablc (,arvi!lg, of footprinl" "!lim,,\';, and Kymmelrical line~.''' 

In regard to the above quotation Prenlice"~ i-ll.ates: 

"This dm;eriptioll agrees wilh tlw 'fcxa" location, which it.; Illl!: a Vl1l'y ,lwl'l d.i:.;lunct) 
under tllP cap rock of the Llulln E'l.acudo; and at !:he dalt' llHmli()1w(/ it pr<lbahly 
was considered 10 he ill New !\foxico, as thl' N"w Mexico Jine 1m:.; heen moved H con· 
siderable d.i:.;tunce west hy surveys wil:hin comparatively recent year"." 

Whipple did not state that the pidlll'e-writillg~in question were JrI New Mexico. 
}Jut the fact that he discussed them in connection with otht~r~ from that slate 

apparently led Mallery to aS8UH1.C that they too were in New Mexico. 
A careful exmnination of the plates and text, in the oril1;inal reeord, proves that 

the phwc is the ;,;mne as Ollr Texa;,; SHe No. ·162. There are, however, t'cvenll out­
~;talldillg pictureH.induded in the firlit repol'l that 110 10111:('1' a re di"c(~rn ihl(~; al"o, 
certain fads and legends worth noting. 

""Sluder, Floy(1 V., Archaeological Smvey of Ihn Norlh Pallhalldl" of TUX1l8, T"Xlio Archaeological 
and Paleontological SO(~i()ly, Vo\. III, Ahil"llP, Septemb"r, 19.31. p. 75. 

IItlWhippl", A. W., Ewhank, Tholl1a~. and TlIl'Iler, W. W., Hcpnrt Upon the Indian Tribes (Indian 
TmdititlrH;, Supers!it ion~, amI Pictographs), Included in Rep,.rl,.; 0 r Explorat i,.n;; and Surveys to 
Ascertain t.he Most Practicable lind Eeonnmi(~lLl Rouln ror a H,lilroad fl'nIH thn Mioo.iosippi River 
t.1l the P,lcilic Ocean, Made LInder lil.-, Dir,,"'.i"n of the S(,,:retlll'Y of War in 1 nS:1-S1, Thirty-third 
Congress, Second Scssion. HOlisn of H,'pr""':'ntal.iv"K. Ex. Doc. No. 91, Vol. Xl, Purt nr, Washington, 
1856, Jll'. ,1.) .. ·37, Plates 28, 2'), lllld .'l0. 

(;'.l\'fallery, Garr.ick, Fourth Annual Report, p. aa. 
"~Lcttcr of R. !\. Premjee to J. E. Pearec, M'U'!;h 22, 1935. 



PLATE CCXXIII 

SO·CALLED PLF\IED SERPENT, HANDPRINTS, ETC, SITE :\0. Hi2, 
OLDHA~I COUNTY, TEXAS 

The sel·pent·like creature, 131~ feet along. is painted in red all<1 black. wilh gradations of yellow and brown. It i~ ,"gg2,tiw ,,[ the "great cresled serpent" 
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With reference to our Plate CCXXVI, 1, Whipple described the corresponding 
figure as follows; ... "Much defaced and appears to },n very old. It occupies a 
conspicuous purl of the rock. The ftgu .. eis naked, and to the head ,11'e <lpp!~llde(l 

circles, <lsif to n~present enormou~ ear!'!. In one hand i~ a huge club, and in the 
other II !'!word. The colors are red, black, ami white." 

If the object to which he rerer~ .is a sword, it would laId the painting as historic. 
One can easily understand why un ar.my li(~utenant rni.ght interpret the curved line as 
a sword; hut Lhe pre"ent writer doubts if it was intended as such. If it repres\mt.s 
a sword, Ihen the other object: might well be a gun, rather than a club. A seemingly 
significant point overlooked by him is lhal the hair(h·es~, whidl he des(:r.ibes as 
"appended circle;:;," is strikingly Uh the whorls worn by Hopi girls on reaching lh(~ 

marriageable age. 

No.2 "is of the same period," he eontinues; "a H~presentt1tion of some superior 
heing, with wings, perhaps to denote spirituality; and a hand signifying that he is 
the ereator of the SUIl, whieh appears issuing from it. He ~tand8 upon the hack of an 
alligator, but the laUel' appears to be of later or.igin." The so-ealled alligator probably 
is a conventionalized animaL 

"We were hero vi~;ited by Pueblo IrH:lian~ f"om New Mexico," he relale"" "and copie~ 
of the insc.riJltioll~ were ~hown to th .. ·m. They recClgni1.cd tllI·nll, anti said that this plac.e 
WU" ollce a favorite buffalo range, (lnd hore their father;; hlln t.tld, [ea.ted, and danced; 
alld t.IWIl, sitting hy the watel'·,ide, l't,corrled their thoughts and lhwl. upon the I'ooks. 
Figure, 1 and 2 they decided \.0 ho rl)prcscntation$ of M ontez\lltta, placed there to 
';l\II()l.ify the spot, and secure a perpelual supply of waler. They confirmed what the 
;)t],,,1'8 had said in regard to the power of Montezuma, und his expeel.w] advent from 
Ih(, eu.t. An explanation wus l1~ked regarding t.ho singular animal" ... (Plate 

CC:XXVI,lO). "They said it was the grea\. walcl'.snake, creuted hy Moi\l"wma to give 
rain and prt~"el'v~ t.he lives of those who sirould pray to him. They described il: as being 
a~ hlrgc round Il, a man's body and of exeel.'ding grnat length, slowly glillillg upon 
the wuler, wilh long wavy folds, reminding one of tht) accollnts of the NahuJlt. "ell 
bcrpent. •• Tuming to the inscriptions, and pointing to the horned men, they s"ill 

that this was a repl'e!;entaliol\ of the buffalo dance, from tilrW immemorial a national 
festivity, at which they crowned tlu)lTls(']vcs with horns and eorn,slllleks." 

In referring to certain paintings at this site--sketches of which he made but 

subsequentl y loat··--Whi pple writes: 

". , . This series, more than the others, !;"ems to repre,(ltlt. a chain of hil;\oricul 
evenl", Iwinf!; emhraced by serpentine linel;. Fir'''t is a rude sketdl rcsemblin::; a ,hip 
with ~uils; I.hen coml," a horse, with gay trapping>;, <l man with a long s(leaking-trumpet 
being mounted IJpon him, while a Uttle bare-legged Indian standI; in wonder behind.. 
n,)low this gro\lp Uft) $e.vcral singular looking figllres; men, with hOl'lh, of an ox, with 
arlll!;, hands, and fingers extended as if in ustonis\un(jni:, and wil:h clUWl).] [eet. Follow· 
ing the curved "line, we come to the circle, enclosing a Spanish caballorn, who extend. 
his hund~ in amit.y t.o the naked Indian standing without. Next appeol', a group wit.h 
all officer and a priest. bearing thll ·emblem of Chri~t.ianity." 

The paintings mentioned immediately abovt~ are nol now identifiable. Studer, in 
a letter to the author dated January 29, 1\)37, suggeiilfl that such pictographs may 
have recorded the passing of Coronado and h.is band across the Texas Panhandle 
in 1541. 
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In discussing the petroglyphs at this site, Whipple addl": 

"The Gurvill>:~ are of Iwr"e~ and rm'n, with combinations of right liltefi and curve~, 
pr0ducinl-l vurious hiero:;;lyphic fi:;;urel;. A favorite symbol j" the track of a ITloccul;in. 
SY1,lCIllS llf lincI;, like tallie;;, are <II", ... numerous. Seven i. 1h<) Illllnher mo~t frequently 
Hoted." ... 

An interesting detailjfl the manner .in which the saddle is represented in Plate 
CCXXVI,8. 

FIG, 26l. UNUSUAL PE'.l"ROGLYl'JIS AT SITI!: NO. 162, OLDHAM COUNTY 

L SqllaI'I~·8,]lOuldeI·lJd human figure, pierced hy a projnt":tn",. I.:·arved on roof of tim ~Iwlt.cr, 

Note Ihe Irian:;;lllar h"utl I;llggf'l;.I.ing 11 IlIul;k, Ihe, a,'/II. decoration, or .. hjen!.:. earl'i,,,l, and unusual 
1)O,ilio11. of Ie,!!:!;. Ileip;hl: ahout 12 inches. 

2. IJif\hly e"nvI)n1i"Il111iz.cd In.lman ligIH": willI nra~.kerl head and upraised (HItI, 

ii, An uclion picl.\In~ showinl,( a man 1m a galloping h""8G, L,,,·nglh of horse, ahnul 10 .in,,)'es, 
Nol .. , the long, nul'l'OW body and !leek of till' animal. This techniqull is m".,!. like that of a 
carving at Site No. 1:19, Kimhle COlillty, <Ind piclop;raphs at Site, No, :\1 and 150, Pre.idlo and 
CO"(:\IO Cnunti.es·, 

(Sketched jm1/! ]llwtog1'(lp/r.s, Gronping by the awhor.) 

FIG, 262. PETROGLYPHS A'1' Sl'rE NO. l/h.~, OLDHAM COUNTY 

The central design il> sugg('Hl.ive of a square-shouldered human figure, 'fhe animal at the 
upper' right UJlJlt',\I's In .be a mountain sheep. Notl" the' Cl"(ISSCS. 

FIG. 2:6:.1. l'ETIWGLYPHS AT SIT 1':, NO, 165, ARMSTRONG COUNTY 

Note thn forms· of 1.lle' cunventionalizcd human figures. 

FIG. 26/]" UNUSUAL PICTOGRAPHS AT ST'n: NO. 166, BRISCOE COUNTY 

NolO the 11llman.likl~ apIH'UnmCl' of design No.3. 

(Figs. 262, 26,J and 264, ./.-4, arc by coltrt£,sy of Floyd: V. Sluder; Fig. 264, :; (~{)·Ilrl('''y 

of E. B, Snyl("d 
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CLASSIFICATION OF LEGlHLE DESIGN ELEMENTS, SITE NO. )62 

lllUnan Representations: 
ConvcntionaliiCu ....... 11 
European fip;ures iii 
S'Iuul'e·~houluered figure I 
Masked hmHl, 2 
Feather headdress ............................ ............. 1 
Pl'Ojectile woulld 1 
Arm decoration .................................................. 1 
Footpr.ints :-I 
Arms upraised .............................................. 7 
Po".itive hillldprints ...... ".................. 2 
Thl'()c·fing(,red hands ................................ 2 

Human Workmansh.ip: 
Projectiles 
l'roj')ctile point 

..................................... ..... .3 
. .......................... 1 

Lower Life: 
Conventiollalized animals. , 7 
Horli;"" ........... ............. ............................................... 3 
Pack animal................... 1 
.Plumed !;el'pent ............................................... 1 

C(I(lflWll'ic and Symbolic: 
Sun·l~tly di~c~ 3 
Circles ................. . :1 
Series of numerution mark,; 2 
Serios of Illlmeratioll dots ............................ . J 
Series of pendent t dangle;; ............... . 1\, 
Endosllre of Lund I lues ................................... .. I 
Ladder·liko element .......... .. 1 
(~re8c;ent.ohtlPed elellHllll: 
F Igur() eight ........................... . 

1 
1 

Huke·like element 1 
l{eelungle ...................................................... .. 1 
Crosshatch .............. . ... -- .................. . ] 

Total . __ ..... 

SIn: No. 163 

Number Per Cent 

35 49 

6 

12 17 

20 28 

71 100 

Floyd V. Studer reports petrogly phs at Lhis site carved on the verLical side 
of a huge boulder. The location is near' the Canadian Hiver in the western part 
oC the county. 

RANDALL COUNTY 

Srm No. 164 

Dim pictographs in the Palo Duro Canyon State Park are reported by Floyd V. 
Studer. The paintings have not been examined by anyone fr.'om The University of 
Texas. 

AHMSTHONG COUNTY 

SITE No. 165 

Petroglyphs at thi;:; site, loeated on a tributary of the Palo Duro Canyon, arc 
reported by Floyd V. Studer. The designs appear Lo }mve beell carved with a sharp 
implement. 
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BRISCOE COUNTY 

Sm,: No. 166 

A ruck sheller, located un a draw in thc nurthwc8tern part of the county, contain~ 
a few pictographs. The site W~lS rf~port,~d hy Floyd V. Studer and E. B. Sayles. 
Among the pictographs are handprints--onc of which iH outlinf!din red-an animal, 
projectile, etc, 

MOTLEY COUNTY 

SITE No. 167 

On a bluff, in the southwestern part of the county, remains a dim trace of a red 
pictograph. 

POTTER COUNTY 

SITl, No. 195 

Locat.ed near a Puebloid ruin, on 11 small stream tributary to the Canadian River, 
are a number of petroglyphs carved 011 the face of a ledge. The sile was reported 
by Floyd V. Studer, who kindly furnished photographs of the carvings. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DESIGN ELEMENTS, srrE NO. 195 

Huma/! Representalions: 
Square-shuu1 tiered ___________________ _ 
Ro tJnd .shotlld()red _____________________________________ _ 
Torso _______ _ 
Con ven tionalizcd _________________________ _ 
Armless ____________________________________ _ 

Arrns upraised 
Arllls downward 

Human Workmanship: 
Projcctilo _________________ _ 

1 
1 
] 

5 
4 
7 
1 

] 

Shields _ ________________________ 2 

Bow 

Lower Life: 
l.oTlgll()'l'u cow ... ....................... __ ....... . 
Conventionalized animals 

1 

1 
4 

Geometric and Symbolic: 
X.shaJled elements 2 
Y -shaped element ______ _ ___________________________________ 1, 
V.,hUI""l elements ________________________ ,1, 
Crosshatchin~ ....... ,,"",.. . .... " .... ""....................... 2 
l'erpendiculur: hatc!ling ______________ 2 
Still-ray disc __________________ 1 
'!'dangle 1 
Reetangle 1 
Curvilinear ____________________ 2 
Prohlemali()al 1 

Total ______________________ ---------------------------------- ... 

N umber Per Cent 

27 

4 

5 

17 

53 

51 

8 

9 

32 

100 
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PLATE CCXXVJI 

~(;ENES AT SITI';, NO. 1<)5, 1'0'1'11<:1:{ COUNTY 

1. Panhandle Pucblo l'uin. 

2, B. Conventionali:r.ed pe1l'oglYl'ils. 

PLATE CCXXVIII 

PETHOGLYI'H.S AT S.LTE. NO. 19G 

Heali~ti<:: and conyclllionali~e:d animuls. 

PLATE CCXXIX 

II II M,AN, ANIMAL AND GEOME'rlUC CARVINCS, SITI;; NO. J9!i 

1. Convcntionalil.ed human and animal r,gnl.',,,, rayed sun"di~(:, c:ro"hal<:h, etc. Note the 
projet:l:ih;, pointing toward the per~on with upraised arm~. 

2. S,,,lu('f,·~holllder(1d. dan,;.ing r,glll'CS, eirele (u1(1 perpendicular hatching. Not.e that the fil-\ure 
to the .Ldl holds a I ... ", i,l the hand, whit" the circle, beside' th", flgure at tim right may represent a 
"hi,dd. To the left of .1 Ion. H. C. Pipkin, tIlt, mall. in the picture, j, nll(Hhcr carved ",lInall figure. 

:)" 'I'hro:tl high!)' t:ollvt:'ntiollal i,.t,,,l human reprel;unlations. 

4.. Olltline of a portion nf a human Ii~ufe. 

PLATE CCXXX 

CONVENTIONALIZED IH1MANS AND OTHER l'ETHOGLYI'HS, ,"'·ITt:: NO. 1\15 

FIG. 265. AB){ADINC MARKS ON A LIMESTONE IIOULDER, EDWARDS COHNTY 

The rock i, (It the entrance to an <)r:ellpieci Rheller. 

(All hy courtesy of Floyd V. StlbdO'r, (:'X{:('pt Fig. 265.) 



Picture-Writing' of Texas Indians 317 



318 The UniversZ:ty of Texas Publication 

ABIlADING MARKS AT VARIOUS TEXAS SI'l'ES 

In addition to the petroglyph siles, herein reported, Lht~re arc a number of oLher 
an.:haeologh:al <lites in the stale where grooves and lines, without any apparent 
tlesign, h<we heen worn into the sLolle. £xarnple~ of sucb markings uJlpear in Edwards, . 
Taylor, Palo Pinto, and various ()lh(~r (;()unties. Such sites are not fully di;;cussed 
because the Inarkings do not properly COllIe under the head of picture·writing. 

SUMMARY OF DESiGN ELEMENTS 

At the end of each site appear~ a elassifieatioll of design elements, grouped into 
four main divisions. in order to seeure a grasp of the enUre .lilUUl.iotl, the following 
summary by eounties is appellded. 

County 

I 

llillmtn 
Ih:p~l·"I~III'I. 

tl(1lh, 

nllll\:~11 
Workmnn­

Rldp 

GNII'nelrlc 
Lower ;'\1111 
Lir" I Syml".lic, To,"1 

___ .,_., "' ........... ___ . ___ . __ ._._"W>W"_. _______ .. _, »w' " .. ",,...-.----__ ._,. I 

I I 

-.-... -~.~". ..... - ... -- , -.-.. ~ ..... _----_. ----,-~. 

El Paw 
Hu.dsJleth 
Otero Co., 
C.ulber8on 
Reeves 
JolT Davis . 
Pre~idio 
Chihuahua, 
Brewster 
Ward 
Lovin/.( 

N.M ....... . 

M"xico ........... . 

Winkler ......... _ ............................. . 
Crockett .... . . ........... . 
'1',:rroII ......................... . ................ . 
Val Venit' ..................................... . 
Edwards 
Kinney 
Real 
Kimhle ................................... . 
Gillespie ......... , ................ . 
Mason .................................. . 
IJ ull I) .................................... , 

San Saha 
Concho· 
Colm 
Nolan ......................................... . 
Shaekdford ..................... . 
Steplwns... . ......... . ........ . 
BUl'net ............................................. , 
Bel) 
H(,nt\"r;;oll 
Williamson 
~ut.ton 
Arnl$l.rong 
Briscoe 
Oldham ...................... , ...................... . 
Potter 

Grand Total 
----_._-_._---

I/H 
64 
55 
M 
34 
47 
7() 
34 
56 
25 
11 
6 
1 

202 
843 

fi 
1. 

14, 
10 
48 
2.5 
17 
24 

174 
1 

]4 
36 
57 

6 
7 

15 
6 
3 

3!l 
27 

41.) 
5 

15 
() 

8 
18 

1.9 
8 
1 
4. 

:12 
199 

6 

2 
4· 
3 
I 

2 
71 

6 
:~ 
6 

6 

2 

2 
4 
I), 

70 118 
119 ]56 
33 86 

107 :l,18 
16 89 
25 78 
III 110 
16 70 
.~7 1.52 
115 146 

9 40 
'.I. 21 

2 
42 };'9 

353 799 
11 4·7 

2 25 
Z 8 
8 8 

10 52 
1 5 

5 
8 14-

52 191 
17 

2 7 
Z 8 
8 16 
1 13 
1 
6 2.5 

1 
20 

4 
2 3 

13 28 
.5 17 

2]84 -186 1 1019 2868 i 
. --3-3 -1---7-'1 ... ---16--'---44-1 

329 
:,88 
179 
533 
115 
ISH 
216 
120 
264 
2l1. 

61 
35 
3 

4·15 
2194· 

70 
2H 
21l 
30 

113 
32 
22 
tl8 

488 
18 
29 
49 
87 
17 
7 

44 
1 

38 
]0 
10 
83 
5,3 

6.557 

100 
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USE OF VARIOUS COLORS 

The number of individual loeations at whkh paints of various eolors were used 
is liS follows: 

Numher 
Color Places at Per Cent 

Which ll~ed ---_._--_ .. ---_ ... _ ........ _ ...... -_ .. _._ ...• _-------_ ... _._----.----_. __ .. 
Hed (va(joll~ ~hade8) .. . no .')) 
mack ... _ ...._ .......... :_._ ....... _. __ ._ 54 25 
Orange <lnd yellow. 32 ].') 
White _ ... _ ........ _. ___ ._ .. __ ._ ........ ___ .... 11 5 
Green Ii 2 
Soot ((ltehcd (II' scraper! Ollt-

line) 1, 2 

215'" )00 

>IIA ~rjvnn ~iI,(~ ~wmbj~t mny inelu(h: ':leVI'!';'} IIIUltvvnl ~hdtcl'!':1 ~n' II~di~f::O:, Klr..h of th(~~~~ ''" inchllkd ir~ tlH.! "'!lumber of 
pJiln'"," I~ohlmn. Alao; sflver:d colors fre(IIH~ntly ~H';(:U!' in tlH~ .':;ii\l).l!~ !i,helter. 1I1'JH~c tLc tnti\} tI(U~~ tHI~ 3~n~{! with tht~ 
1111",III,:I'IHI ':.lite!;. 

It will thus be seen thaI: red paint occurs at 51 per eent of all the pietograph 
locations, while bl<lck appeans at 25 per cent: of them. 

PART II 

TREE PICTURES 

Thel:e remain in Texas no known authentic cases of Indian paintings or carvings 
on trees. In the past ten years 20 or more carved trees have been examined by 
the writer; but the carvings either proved to be un-Indian 01' were not sufliciently 
old to date hat:k 10 the period of Indian occupancy. But there seems to he little 
doubt that some genuine IndiUll picture-writings were placed on trees in certain parts 
of the sl:ate. 

In r:erLain regions-such as Northeast Texas-- ···the Indians probably resorted to 
trees ail a medium on which to draw pictures, or leave message~, because of the 
absence of large l'(wk ~urfllces, Even though rock !Shelters were available in a 
vi.l,inity--as in Edward;; COllnl.y--tl't~e;;may have been selected in certain eases due 
to their standing position causing the drawing>; to 1m easily seen by other T ndians. 

Accounts of several pioneer Texans tell of having i'\f!f!n Indian paintings and 
carvings on trees. One of Ihe earliest of LheAe referenees was hy Smithwiekll

:' und 
nJerred to observatiotlH, among the Coman(;he, made in 1836 or UI:i7. 

6~Smhhwick, Noah, op. cit, p, 177. 
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Rcfcrence~ lo tree pictures in other slates have been made by Dodgc/'~ .r ones, (I:; 
HunterGG and oIJ1(~1' (~nrl y writers. 

From the avaihtllleinformation it seems that such paintings and carvings differed 
little from lhose appearing on the walls or caves and shelters. There abo is a 
similarity between th,) aceounts of these Indian (ree drawings and those u!porled hy 
1\IJ'lthewH07 in Australia. 

By way of having data available with whieh to compare Htaternents that are to 
follow, lwief excerpts arc given from Mathews' paper: 

" ... The wh()l~ or the hark within Ihfl olltlinc of both fi8h ha~ helm removed and 
tho ~urracn of Ihe' wond paint:,~,d hlllc'. My ahor'iginal guide lold me the' hhlfl color 
here lIser! was obtained from whit" peojlle, and is that 11sr,d ill washing <:10Ihe8. 

" ... Some of the marh·:(l lrCCA are foun'! at those camps where' the initiation 
ceremonies arc performed. Tll(~ !-(r'llVCS of the native", Ihe scenes· of some of their 
fighl~, and ]'('IlHlrkahln events in their daily liff': are likewi~e comrrwmoral.c:rl hy curious 
~ymlH)l" marked 011 the trees stamling l1l"onml the ~Jlot:. 

" ... The specimens of nati.ve' urt fnund upon trees are' ~,xc(,m.(,d in various ways. 
(1) T'Iw mnd!! of drawing most p;I"l1erally adopl"d iA, to outlinel the ohject hy a nick 
""I with the: tomahawk inlo the' hark of the trce. (2.) TTl olhm' CageR tlw whole of 
the hark wilhin the outline of Ih(~ fi!-(uH" i~ rmnovecl. (3,) In some Cllo(!" a portion 
of Ihe hark ;." firsl l'emoved :from I]I<:! I ret! and II,,'! d",igns arc then cut inlo th" 
woo.! .... (4,) SOlO" nf th(i~,·) TJulivo drawings ,Ire mCTcly ~craleht!d vp<ln t.he hark of 
tho tree .... (5) Oth",rs ll(.!;ain lire' painled 011 tlw t.ree wIth ocher or charcoal. ... " 

EDWARDS COUNTY 

1. A. Field~, who CHIll() to Edward!'! Counly about Hl76, rccall~ having seen oak 
trees, on Pulliam. Creek, that were decorated with Indian paintings. lIe 8tah~", lklt, 
in most cases, the outer bark had been scaled orr. T n ~ome instance~, however, the 

paint had beon applied over the rough hark. The paint, he 8ay~, was red and hlue. 
The design;;; were similar to eerlain orlt)~ appearing on the walIR of roeksheltersin that 
region. Laler llll~ t"e(~~ were fr~lled .in clearing afield. 

Jim Hill, who has heen a resident in the county formorc than 60 year~, slale8 
that in his hoyhood he saw three or four large oak trees on which were Indian 
pai.nti.ngs.His account located the trees less than a mile from that given by Fields, 
They prohahly wprc r(~ft~rrjng to lht~ same trees, The designs included "all sorts of 
'l.igllag Ji.tH~H and r.urHqtleR." 

011 heing questioned about the color!';, Hill answered; "1 know a lot of them wl~re 
red, and some were hlue. I don't rememher any other <:olors. The Comanches painted 

the treeS. They brou~ht lhe paint in here with them. I never saw any blue paint on 
IJH~ walIR of the caves. The trccs that had the painting on theIn," he conduded, "have 
been gone a long time." 

64Dodge, R. I., Ollr Wild Indian~: Thirty,Ihrcc Years' Personal Experience Among the Red Men 
of the Great West, A. D. Worthinp;ton and Company, Hartford, Conn., 1883, p. 163. 

''''Jones, C. C., Antiqllities of the Southern Indians, D. Appleton and Company, New York,.187.~, 
pp. t'i2-63. 

6uHnntcr, J. D., op. cit., pp. 1M-IS7. 
o7M(\11H'w~, R, lL,A"slndian Ground and Tr.'ee Drawin(.!;~, Ammican Anthropologist (O.S.), 

Vol. IX, No.2, Washington, Febrllary, W9t'l, pp. 33-49. 
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Jim Brown, another early settler, was located in the county as a Ranger Jor a 

number of yearl'l. III that time .hc ~aw several painted trees, hut declares he never 

MW any blue pai"t on them. lIe n~called a white oak tree on which was painted an 
I"dian head, wearing a feather headdrt~~~ in n~d trinllned w.ith blaek and yellow. 

The painting was .on the 80uth side of the tree Ih,l! had a diameter of UhOllt three 

feet. He states that the painting was ehopped off soon after he saw it hut that the 

tl'!'C still stands. "The other paintings were located hom three to five feet above the 
ground and SOlne of them f:ovel'f~d the entire circumference of the tree for a space 
of a few feet." 

PALO PINTO COUNTY 

Willhnn .T. Hale,o" an early Texas Hanger who had several skirmishes with the 
Indians in thf~ region now known as Palo Pinto County, give~ un inLeresting account 

of paintinr;s on a group of large eedar trees in Lhal counLy. According to his statement, 

there was a place near Turkey Creek known a~ Painted Camp. The name was derived 

frolH the faut Lhal hundred;; of painting" adorned (:edar trues in lht'~ vicinity. 

The trees rnnged from dght to 21, indlt)i'\ in diameter and covered an area of about 

four acr!";';. The painted trees wel't~ Rcattered among the others. The paintings were 
011 the smooLhirrner bark, securnd by peeling away the oulnr hark. They were four 

to five feet ahove the ground, and varied from four to 12 inches in length. In some 

t:a~\I~!; the design~ fOJ'Jned a band completely elwirclinr; the tree. 

IIale says he saw the paintings llIany times in those early days; that they were in 
variouR hright colors· rnd and hlue hdnr; most eonHnon; and that the designR were 

quite intricate. But the painted trees snon were cut. 

SAN SABA COUNTY 

J. M. Henderson, a ranehman of Llano County, statf~s that SOIlIC ao years ago 

he heard old settlers at McAnally's Bend on the Colorado Rivet tell of a group of 

large cedar trees that formerly had on them Indian paintings. A;,; he recalls, the 

paintiugs were in re(l; but he knows no fu I'th(~r details. 

WOOD COUNTY 

The late C. \V. Cowan,"o one of the hl'st Hurvf~yor!; III Wood County, spent 50 

ynnr~ I;lJl'vcying land in Ihat region. lIe lhll~ IwcaHH' ramiliar with all landmarks. 
i\ r(~W year~ ago he told tlH~ writn that i.II tll(~ "parly <lays" hn ~aw a numller of 

virgin trees on whic.h were old carvings, said to he the work of the Comnndlt~ 

Indians. The drawings were located on what is known in lht~ dt~ed records of the 

coullty a~ the Comallche Trail. The trail was used by these Tndiu.rl~ in visitinr; the 

Caddo, i\sinai and other tribes for trade purposes. 

Cowan stated that eertain old SllrV(~ys u~ed the tree earving~ as guide points in 

field notes, and lhat a numher or the htnd records rcL~r to tht~nr. Tn [naking later 

surveys he WU8 able to locate most or tIle Tndian carvillgs. But, so far a" he knf~w, 

GSHale, William J., IntervIew wilh A. T. Jackson at Palo Pinto, Texas, JIIIlC 21, ]929. 
GOCowan, G. W'I Interview with A. T. Jackson at Mineola, 'fexu8, AUgUi;l e, 1928. 
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all the trees had heen (:u\ for lumher. Hi" rer:ollection was thal the carved designs 
included circle~, turtles, snakes, and lines. They were well executed and in 
fair eondilion. Small figures were cut vertically on the lrees; long designs, sueh as 
snakes, were horizontal. All were in. outline only. Their aven1ge length was about 
12 inches. 

Cowan aIR!) told of seeing "Comanche tree carving~" in Smith and Van Zandt 
Counties and other Sabine River hottom seetions. 

OLD MAPS snow COMANCHE TRAIL 

The "northern roule of the Comanche Trail into Northeast Texas," to which 
Cowan \"df~rrecl,is authentieated by various old .maps iS~Ut~d prior to 18.50. One of 
the;:;e, with the eaption "Map of Texas Compiled frorn Surveys Reeorclecl in the 
Land Offi(:e or Texas and otlH:r Official Surveys," was included in Kennedy's71> hook 
on Texas. On Lhe map is shown Lhe Comanche Trail, extending from West Texas into 
Northeast Texas. When tran::;ferred to a present-day map, the trail traverses North 
T(~xas near the northern part of Palo Pinto County and the southern part of Smith 
County. That places it near tbe repoc'ted tree drawings in those two sections of the 
state. The Comanche Road (,,!~e Map X) likewi~e paRses near the former tree drawings 
in Edwards County. 

Well lip into the nineteenth century the Comanches m.ade raids into Mexico, 
returned through the Big Bend, followed the trail to tho noted watering places at 
the present: towns of Fort Stockton and Big Spring; or carne out of Mexico through 
Maverick County and went north to Howard County; lhem:e proceeded into North· 
cast TexHs·-disposing of their stolcn good~. Hence it would seem that the pioneer 
accounts of Comanche tree drawing~, along the routes these Indians traveled, are 
deserving of real consideration. 

Thel"f~ tnW:lt, however, be a clear-eut line of demareation betweell Indian drawings 
and the tree carvings made in the past 50 years by whi.t.e men and MexiNlru5. Most, 
if not all, of the former have long since disappeared. 

'{OKennedy, William, TCXI\s: 'fhe Rise, Progre~$ Ilnd Prospects of the Repllhlic of Texas, Lon­
don, 184.1, Hcprinted by MolynMu.x Craft.$man, Inc., Fort Wonh, Texas, 1925. 
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MAP X 

I. INDIAN TRAIL 
Z. COMANCHE: TRAIL TO MEXICO 
3. COMANCHE ROAD 
4. COMANCHE TRAIL 

_ TREE DRAWINCS 

COMANCHE TRAILS 
ANO 

TREE DRAWINGS 

OF" MILES 

a 50 100 
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MAP X. MAP SHOWING PROXIMITY OF TREE DRAWINUS TO COMANCIII,; '('HAILS 

No.1" the CI .. mallchcl Trail .intO' N()r'\hca~t Texa~, ,:ml.<"I"(;<I Norlliwc'l Loui8iana at a pnilll south 

of Cu,ldo Lake'. Tht! loc:ltiolJ IIf the trail, I, only apJ!ruximaw. 
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PART III 

PICTURES ON MOVABLE OBJECTS 

PAINTED PEBBLES 

Painted pebbles represent an irn portanL culture tnrit along the lower Pecos River, 
and adjacent Rio Grande, and in a part of the Bif!; Bend rep;ion. But they are restricted 
to a smallf!l' m:(~a, and therefore are not a~ representative of W est Texa~ pieture. 
writing as are the pictographs on the eav!~ and ~helter walls. 

The subject hus heen dealt with, in part, hy varioui'l writers. The first extended 
account was the work of Marlin and Woolford. 7

! The nexl was by Pearce and 
Ja(:kflOIl.7~ Briefer discussions were made by CoHin,7" S(~tJderH and Saylcs. 7:l 

All exhall~tivc treatment of the suhject e,mnot he made until more archaeological 
work has ht·.t~n done in the rep;ion of their occurrence. It is thought advisable, 
hnwever, to illustrate certain typical specimens that have Hot heen reported, and call 
aUention to thf! proJ1<lble eastern limit of the trait. 

7JMul-tin, G. C., and Woo]f"!'d, Samuel, Painted Pebbles of the Tcxu~ Big Bend, Texas Archaeo. 
Jo~ical and Pal(mrHologicui Society, Vol. TV, Abilene, 1932, I'p. 20-21 .. 

72Pflurce, J. E., and Jackson, A. '1'., op. cit., pp. 79--87. . 
"!Coffin, E. V., Of!. cU., P[l. !i, 12, 11;, 27, 31. 
HS<~I"ler, F. M., Prehisloric: Cave Dwellers of 'l\,xa~, Explorations and Finld·work of the Smith. 

~oJlian Institutioni" 1932, Washington, 1933, p. 56. 
7:;Sayles, E. R., An Archaeologieal Survey of Texas, Medallion Papers No. XVII, Gila Pueblo! 

Globe, Arizona, May, 1935, pp. 68-69, PI. XVllI, Table 6. 

PLATE CCXXXI 

PAINTEU PEBBLES FROM MIDDEN DEPOS!'I" OF A LARGE ROCK SHELTEH, 
VAL VERDE COUNTY, TEXAS 

Designs are painted in black. 

L Le'l1~th oJ lowc~ stone" 4% inches. 
2. Length, 3% inches. 

(Specimens in. The University (If Tc.xas Anthropology Museu.m.) 

PT ,.A n: CCXXXII 

SMALL WATIm.WORN STONES WITH DESI.CNS PAINTED lN BLACK 

1, 2. Obverse and rev('r~e ~.idcs of sll"cimen. Lengtli, 2,')4 inche~. 

3. Painted one side only. Not<,· sllpcr.imJlo~(ld lines. Length, 2% ind!t'.s. 
4. Obverse and revel's .. 8id~'8 of tht: "I<HI('. Length. 2 irH,hcs. 

PLA TE CCXXXUI 

PE:BBLES WITH CHEVRON·LIKE, AND PARALLEL LINES PAINTED IN BLACK 

Longl.h: 1, 4.')), inches; 2, 4 inche8. 

(P1at('s C(:XXXIl and CCXXXIll, E. F. McNutt Collection, from rock shelters on lower 
Pecos mltl Rio Crande.) 
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PLATE ((XXX I 

PLATE ((XXXII 

PLATE CC><X)C1l1. 
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FIG. 266. PE.B13U;S, WITIJ DESIGNS IN BLACK 

Fl'<.Illl l"m:k shelters in the' lowe'r PecfJ~ River rf':,;ioll. 

No. J ha~ ... ](:Ilgt.h or 2:)~ inrlles. Nos, 2'" :J and 5 show ",j,vell'ee ami reverse sides of the 
stones. 

(Specimcns ill Th(' l/l1i'rwl".Iil,y oj Texas AniJ'I"o[Jology MuSeltlll.) 

FIG. 2m. tiNlJSIJAL DESl(;NS ON PAINTED PEl.lBLES, SITE NO. 72', 
VAL VERDE COUNTY, TEXAS 

1. '1"11<,' "III:;!.UlHlillg f"'111.I.1l:e~ are the bows (\11" arrow. Note aL~o' tlJ(," h'''lrglasH-,'lhaped elenW'lil. 
Paint, blaek. 

2,,3. Obv\'rsC' and, revel'~" ~id~'i;, of a WHir'l'-Wnrn stone. The ('yes ~uggest that the ,k8ign on, the 

ohvet'A(~ if; t.he\! of a e,.n\'41'llti<)nu]ized hU.lnUli fa'''''. Dim"lIiiiol1s: .3%x2 im:he'H. Black paint.. '1"],0 

face is $ugg",t.ivl1 of olle painted Oil a lllalln found lJy J. L. N"sba"m in a Husk",!: Maker eave in 
Kane County, Utah. 

(Courtesy' of Clay GrIma (1111/ Glen Brown.) 

FIC. 2'lill. INTHH:ATE DESICNS PAINTED ON PEBBLES 

Found ,in ~hdter~ along the Hi,. Cralld" Imd low(,r P('cns Itiver. 

Lenp;lhR: I, 31/~ inch""s; 2', 2 inches; 3, :3% iJl(.·)II:J~; 4,211/16 illclws; 5, Z:l/16 inches; 7,2.1/:i 
in(:h(.)~. Color: No. :1, ,,,I"anp;'); 011'''1'f;, hlll .. k. 

(Specimens in The University (II Texas Anthropology MuseI/O, .. ) 

FIe. Z69. PAINTED PEBBLES FI{OM A SMALL SIlELTEH, JUST :-:OUTH OF 
lUO CRANDI~, NEAI{ MOll,],II (W PECOS HlVI~H 

1, 2, Hev,,,'"," and obvel"'e ,ides of H pi,,,,,, of "yellow lime, tone, p;rouod illto "haIH' and po]. 
islwd."1() Llmg!h, 21/~ i, .. :]",,,, Color of paint, h.laek. 

3, Riv"l' J)",bhle, painted in hla"k '.II' 011<" "irk only. 

(Courtesy of W. Ii. McCarson, Jr,) 

FIG. 270. PALN'fED I'EBB.LES FROM HOCK SJI ELTEBS IN EDWARDS COUNTY 

L Painwtl on ont' side' only. lIlu"k paint. Dimemiol1S: ax.'lY~ ilH:Il('s" 

2, Painted on both sidcB. Ol'anp:o pailli. l)inwnsion,: 2y;xl inch. 

3. Painted on OIl<: ~ide' only. Black paim. llimcDsiOrl8; 1 %xl\1l illch. 

1,. I'a.inted on ow: side only. Hilick pail'll.. j)imcnisolls; 1%xOl.% inches. 

5. mack paint. Dim(msioll,5: l'!:Ixl% jt\(:h. 

FJC;·. 27.1. PAINTI-;.]) PEBBLJ.:,s ]<,H 0 IV[ SIIELTER~, IN NUI-:,cES VALLEY 
AND OPEN CAI\1I'.-ITE ON THE COLORADO RIVEH 

Colors: 2 an" 3, red; other,~, blaek. 

Dim':n~i(lll~: 1, 1,%x2'h in<:l,,,"; 2,2xl inches; B, 2xl% inches; ,1" 2')hl1j, ii'll:)""'; 5, fix2.%. 
ineh09; 6, 3';Vi.xa, inches; 7, 2,%x1%x%in(:hc:~, 

No. 1 came, from 5,urfu<.:e! of a shelter in Kinney County; 2 to 6, frum midde'n rlepoAits in 

shelters at Sit.!! No. 108, Edwards COllnty; 7, from midden deposit in the open, al norlhe!lOt ,.:orncr 
of Llano County. The latter rlflf;ign is 811!l;!l;eslivc of a hllman figmc. 

Depths: Z, 7 inches; 3"in a burial at. (l dopth of 14, ind,,,s; 4, surfaco; s., ""'IHh of 11 inches; 
6. 65i nche~; and 7, 20 inches. 

7(;McGmson, W, E., Jr., letter to A. T, ,Ta(:k6on, March 23, 1936. 
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The finding of painted pebbles in Kinrll~y and Edwards Counties extended some 75 
rniles eastward LhiA culture trait--fonnerly con~idered. a~ (;onfined to the region west 
of Devils River. 

In the burnt·roek middens along the upper Nueces River and its tributaries have 
been found numbers of small water·worn stones identical with those on which 
paintings occur in the nearby shelters. The que;;tioll thus arose, in the writer'A 
mind, as to whether these pebbles from Iniddel1!:l in I.he open originally were painted. 
I, .. e. med p,)s~ible thaI ext.ensive work might bring to I ight ,I pebble buried under 
'_:ond::ioliS favorahle to preserV<llion of the paint. 

Three years latf'l'··-Marcb, 19:37---A. M. Wools(~y made a diseoyery in Llano 
County that seems to an~wer the question ill the uffir.mative. The find wa~ HHlde 
while working in the basin of Lake Buehanan, on 11H~ Colorado River, IInder a 
WPA project sponsored by The University of Texas. Al a depth of 20 inches, in 

11 middf:1f\ dep()~it in the open, was found a small water·worn pebble with Lines in 
black pRint Oil one side. (See Fig. 271, 7.) The painted side wat' down. The 
stone was not arnong burnt rocks, but in brownish-hlack .midden so.il that contained 
a small amount of <l".h. The paint is well preserved, and "uggesLive of the asphalt­
pain; found on eertain pOl"henls from Texas coastal site". It also resembles some 
of the manganese paint from Wesl Texas. A chelnkal a1wlysis haR not been made. 

The above mentioned discovery thus Bf'emS to extend this di~tindive culture trait 
an additional J 25 miles to the northeast. Other evidence---I.o be di'H.:us"ed in a 
later puhliealiotl·-·-tends to confirm a relationship hetween the cultures of the lower 
Pecos and Colorado Rivers. But additional work needs 10 be done to develop the 
details. I 

Mention has been rnade, in the di"cussion of Site No. 21 norlhellifll parL of Culber­
son County, of certain !'irnall lirnc;;tone flake" with painted designs on them. The 
flake" appecu' to be from the cave wall; hu[,if paintcd ~uhsequcnt to spaUing off, 
they might he r:las;;ed with painted pebbles. 

A prohlem to he worked out, when more specimens---fr(HI\ the entire area--arc 
available for study, is the extent to which designs on the painted pebbles show influ­
ence from the motivation har:k of the picture-writings on cave walls. While a few 
similaritic,;may now be noted, thoro is a marked absellce or rcali8tic human and 
animal paintings on the pebbles. This suggests that---in IIHUlY cases at least--they 
were prompted hy dHIel'ent HlOtiveK. 

It is interesting 10 notf~ certain n·~~emblanc:es between the;;(~ paintetl pehhles of 
Wei'll '[cxas and OllCf; I'f'ported fWlll Mas d'Azil ill southern France, ,wd elsewhere 
:in Europe. (See Mallery, lOlh Ann. Rep. BAE, pp. 51D--5.50.) Thc Texas specimens 
likewise are sllggcstive of Australian churingas, or totem paintings. 

There is no intention of implying a diffusion of Ihjl"\illh~resting culture clement 
from anyone of thC!'\C areas to another; but the ohjecl~ under discussion arc so 
nearly identical in the patterns of the drawings as to !'luggest strongly a eommOll 
psychological basis as explaining their genesis. 
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PAINTED S'fICKS 

Occasionally a painted stick is found; but rarely docs it consist of a definite 
design to justify the designation of picture-writing. The writer has discovered only 
one stick with a painted design. Iti!'; illustrated and described in the diseussion of 
Sile No. 16, Culber~on County, Texas. (Fig. ~B.) 

PAINTED GOURD 

Courd fragment!'; sometimes appear in midden depoHits. Very sddom, howcver, 
do they show any evidence of paint. A eompleLe gourd, III inches long and deeo· 
ralf:d with painted desigllH, was fOllndin a cave by a local citizen in the Big Bend 
region. It;) discovery ha" been authenticated, but the specimen is !lot now availahlc 
for reproduction or study. 

PAINTED MATTING AND BASKETRY 

Painted dt~signs on matting lire not numerous, hut oc(:w;.ionally have been found. 
They an~ Il~unlly in red-rarely hlack-and eonsist of crosshatch, triangular, tel" 
raced and other geometric elements. The writer has seen no human or animal 
figures painted Oil matting or basketry from Texas eave:;. A study of the subject 
is hardly justirlCd until further archaeological work makes available additional 
specnnens. 

SMALL CARVED STONES 

Tn areas where few or no pictographs remain, there occasionally are found small 
stones wi.th carved designs. The design l~lf~Jncnts carvecl on these stones frequently 
show strik iug reBemhlances to some of the pictogrnphs and petro glyphs found 
farther west. 

EDWAlW8 COUNTY 

A few carved pebhle,; were found in the upper level of the midden deposit in 
olle of the shelLers at Site No. lOR While not of intricate workm.anship, the de:,;igns, 
no douht, were purposely carved. The lines are sc<.neely % of an inch deep. (See 
Fig. 272.) 

Wn.LIAMSON COUNTY 

While digging in it hUl'(lt"rock midden, .iII the ernlral parl of the county, all 

amateur uncnvl.·red a small, flat piece of linlCstone, 011 one side of which were carved 
II number of intricate designs. The stonl~ is approximately five :inches in length, 
1;2 lo 1A inch thiek, and varie!:1 in width from 2Jh to 41A. inches. The linework j" 

shallow and apparently was nXAculeo with a fine pointed implement. (Fig. 273.) 
Prominenlin the carvings are tllf' ladder-like elements, some of which resemhle 
specimens in the West Texas pictographs. 

Front the surface of anotherrnidden, in the western part of the county, is reported 
to have come a small stone with one side roughly car'ved to rep rl-'sent some animal; 
while the flat bottom has two deeply incised, square-shouldered hUnlan figures much 
like certain West Texas petroglyphs. The stone is 3lj2x2 inches. 



330 The University oj Texas Pu,{;lication 

FIG. 272. CARVED PEBBLES l'1WM. MIDDEN DEPOSIT, SITE NO. lOH. 
EDWARDS COUNTY 

lJimell~i()n~ of No.4, 4,:){; x2:YI ineilcs. 

(Specimens in 1'/, .. , l/niv'!fsil.y oj l'"XIlS AnthropollJgy Musenm.) 

FIG. 273. DESIGN CARVED ON A SMALL, THIN PIECE OF LIMESTONE 

Found in a burnt·rock l11id.I"1l in Williamson County, Texas. Th(,~ lines are very shallow, some 
being little mOff.' than scratches. The la.Id<:r·likn elemellts pmdomilli.lte in tht.l design. 

(Courtesy of Gordon An.dt:rson, /PUliwns/1n County.) 

PLA TE CCXXXV 

DESIGNS CARVED IN STONE, LLANO COUNTY 

1,2. Views of tuhular ,tone pipe; plowed up .in it campsite, northwest part of GOllnty, in 1801. 
Length, ()y~ ill<:h",. Rayeu 8un·di,c, projectiles and pole·laddcr "lement, an: d,:clllyincised. 

(Original in r".'<115 Stille Libmry.) 

:~, 1. OIJVt:r,e alld ItlVerSe sidtl8 of a pebhle fOllnd .in midden deposit, depth 14 inchc8, Fall 
Crr."k, lIorlhealit: corner of oounty. Faintly curved Ilncs form dOllhle chevrons, herringbone and 
tree·like elemenl~. Length, :3% inches. 

(Spccillwn in Th" linivu"ily oj '1'"x((., An/;hrol'ology il1u..,(,u.m .. J 

FIG. 275. DESIGNS CAHVED ON SMALL STONES, JOHNSON COUNTY 

1. Ohverse side of a .tolle, 6x5l<2% indle~, ~howing a carv"d hllman figure. 

2, ,3, Revel's,~ side of the ~ame litone. 

4. Jlerringlwn,·, 11'",,·liktl de~i:;;n (lJI a piece of "aJld,iom:, 6 Y~x1.x:~ inches. Pit on l'cvcI'.c side 
of ,tonc. 

(COll.rtesy oj W . .T. La;vhmd 0/ Cl(,bunw') 

FJC. 276. CARVEl) STONE PLAQUE FROM CAMPSITE IN CASS COllNTY 

Dimellsioll~: :P!i,xl'Yi indies. Note the ~imilul'ity to certain designs in Fig. 273. 

(Coltrtcsy of I. B. Prlr:e, Jr., Atll~ntrl, 1'('X((s.) 
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PLATE CCXXXIV 

{'!\INTEl) PEBBLES FIWM SHELTERS ALONG TRIBUTARIES 
OF NLiECES RIVER 

1. Ohvllrse lind reverse Hid,,~ of the stone. Leng;th, 3 inche~.Fn)m Kinr\!jY C1nJnly. 

2. Length, 2% iucht)f;. From Edwards County. 

PIG. 274. FINELY CAltvED STON£ FOUND IN MfDDEN DEPOSIT, 
SOUTHWESTERN PART OF DELL COUNTY 

Dim(lm;iOM: (ix4%x:)4 indle~. 

(COltrtes), of A. M. WitWI! of Au.,tin.) 

PLATE CCXXXVI 

CARVED META'!'!': FOUND TN INDIAN CAMPSITE, COLEMAN COUNTY 

Dimen~ion8: l(ix9'):1 xl inches. 

(Courtesy oj C. E. ]orrlmt.J 

PLATE CCXXXVll 

A SMOKING SCENE CARVED IN STONE, HOPKINS COUNTY 

N ole the cross. 
Dimeno;ions: 61/~x4% inches. 
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FIG. 2.74. 

PLATe cexxx IV. 

PLATE (.(,XXXVI Pl.ATE (CXX)(VII. 
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A small jimeHtone ;;lab, ()x4,1/:!x:% incht'~!;, was found hy A. M. Wil8Ull ill <l humt­

rock midden, at the Routhwest edge of the county vel'} Ileal" the Wjlliam~on County 
line. The obverse side of the stone is covered with findy drawn parall(~l line .. , with 

superim.posecl cross·halch i ngconsisting 0 f double 1 i I1f~S. (Fig. 274,.) The rever8e 

side has fewer marks bUl of the same general II <ll 111'(', 

LLANO COUNTY 

On April 2:3, 1937, 11 workman 011 the \'VPA crew sponsored by Till: University 
of Texas uncovernd <In ullu~ual carved pebble. It Gilml~ froll1 11 dnplh of H, inch(~" 

in camp rcfu;;e jusl south of the junel.ifm ofFal! Creek and the Colorado River, .in 

the northeast corner of the county. The writer was I))T;;(~nl and saw the stone 

removed from the hlack midden material near the hIulT, at a point eight feet east of 

the overhang of a small rock shelter. 
Although very lightly carved----the lines heill~f;Cl\rcely 1/32 of an il)(;h deep­

there ean be 110 question that the work repl'(~H('llts purpo~,dul design and not mere 

haphmmrd seratches. The "tone measures :'Fy~x]1/2 inches alld val'ie" in thickness 

from 1fl to 'is inch. It .hs ydlowish-browll ill color aBd eompanllively 80ft. The 

carvings, presumably luadC' with a graver, show some effects of weathering. There 
are no holes drilled in the stone for suspensioJl. 

It seems that this carved pebble (l'lnle CCXXXV, :i-·4) together wi.th a painted 

ooe from an adjacent Inidden (Fig. 27.1, 7), indicate a clnse relation In the unique 
culture complex of the Hio Grande and lower Pccos lEver region in Southwest Texas. 

All intrieate group of carved designs decorate the cnti n~ ()LJlt~r surfaCG of 11 1arw: 
tubular stone pipe, or roo-called "cloud-blower," found in Llano County. The speci­

men was plowed up, in 1891, at II ca!llpKi((·~in the northwest part of the county, 
only a few hundred yards from pi.<:Lograph Site No. 14S. 

The pipe, now in the Texas State Library in Autltin, has a length of 6% inches and 

a maximum diameter of l%~ inches. Tn~erled in the small end wherl found was a 

short mouthpieee, or stem, made of bone. 
Carv()d in the ~Iealite, to an average depth of about 1/16 inc.h, are araYf~d sun­

disc., four possible projectiles, three so-called pole-ladder and several triangular 
elements. (Plate CCXXXV, 1-2,) T1H1 projectiles are remarkably like certain designs 

on pnillted pebbles from Val Verde County. 'l'he Bun Hymbo\ ji'\ almost idellLieal with 

some incised de"igns on polle!'y, in TfH~ UniV("l'Hity oJ Texas Anthropology Museum, 
from Titus, Wood and other EaHt Tt'xas counties. 

SAN SABA COUNTY 

The week following the finding or a nll'ved p(~hLI,~ on the Llano County !:1idc of Fall 
Creek, another w(t~ ur)eoYeredin a midden just north of the ju)](:~ion of the ,,[ream 
with the river in the southeast edge of San Saba County. The stone carne from a 
depth of ten inches and measures 7 3/16x1 iY; x,% indIes. It i~ P(.~nnsylvanian lime­

stone, w iLh (t reddish exterior. 
On the ohverse side are ~ix jHH'all(·)} lines, RIHlf:(~d approximate! y half an illeh 

apart; nine lines of varying length~, arranged in such manner as to form X- and 

Y-shaped elements. Some of the latter cross the parallel lines, thus forming an 
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incomplete crosshatch design. The small rounded end oJ the stone has numerous 
fine parallel striation", suggestive of al.rrasion; the other lines are definitely curved, 
as if with a grav('r, bllt are scarcely 1;:32 of un in(".h in depth. The carving i8 
f'imilar to a de~ign on a painted pehhIe from a "'t1!~ltf'r in Val Verde County. On the 
.-ever~e ~id(~ al'(~ a few parallel lines and triangular elements, On one edge i~ a 
earved Y.shapod elemont. 

Not far removed from the earved slone, alld at exadly the same depth, were three 
pot~herd8-rure in this region of 'l'eX(lfl. In t.he ~arm~ rnidd(')Il, and at depths ranging 

from six to 11· inehe;;, were found :5:~ pot.sherdll, Thes('~ I:'ht~rds show a dose resemblanee 
to poUI'ry ('rUIIi thf~ East. Texa~ ('('~gi()lI. From lhi~ evidence of communication and 

lrmlr rdatiolls,ilis nol CluI")lrlsing that the carved pebble trail likewise 1:\hOWH up in 
the latter area. 

COLEMAN COUNTY 

A slab of s<llld;;lone measuring Hix(VYI xli t)(:hpf\ was found in an Ind.ian campsite 

in the nOl'lhwc8lern part of the county. On!' "ide of the stone had been u!;c(l as a 
mdal(', The rever~l' side is in its original rough slate. Over tlw used face of the 

slone has b(~en carved a group of :illlricate de:,;igns. A dose exarninatioJ'1 indicates 

Ih<11 "majorily or tlu' carvings arc of' Indiall workmanship; Illlt a few seeln to he 
of l'P(,pnt ol"igin. P(~rhaps the fin;! flnd(~r of the 8tone tried 10 improve on the work 

of the Indian artist. 

JOHNSON COUNTY 

Several small earvod slone" hnv(~ !,(len i'oulld in campsite" of this county. The 

curving rep'"e~(.~nls conventionalized hmnan figllrl~s, ITN~s, ladder-\ ik(~ "lements, and 

geometric de~ign~, (Fig. 275.) 'l'here is It n(ltic(~able re~emblance betw""11 the carving!;! 
on these stonos and certain petroglyph;; of \xrO~l Texas. 

HOPKINS COUNTY 

A stOll!' or iron ore, measuring (jlj:.!x1,1/~ iru:he" ,mel (:arved on one side, was 
plow(ld up in lin Indian village site in tlw ~olltheu;;tern part of the county. Th!~ 
earving~ repr"sclIt a human head wearing a headdr(~,,~ and with a pipe .in the mouth. 

Suspended hem~ath the bowl of the pipe are thr('e fl!ath"l's; rising from it are fainL 

lines suggesting ~m()ke, On the reverse side of the ~Ion" are two pih; ahout 1 V2 
inche~in di1l11]('lol" and y~ inch deep. They an~ slwh as t:011ullonly found 011 l'tones 
in call'l psiles of lhnl'(~gion, and Il'H1lH:RlionabI yare of T ndian origin, The carving 

of tlw sllloking. scene has tlw appearance 0(' Iwing old, yet it is so unlike anything 
else found. in tltal.region as 10 jw;tify su~pidon. It was, however, found under 

eireunlslall(;p~ which seem Lo preclud(~ the possihility of its being a fraud. It may he 
the work of iii late historic Indian. 

CASS COUNTY 

From a campsite in the central part of the county came a stone gorget, or plaque 
of brown hematite, on which Hn~ I:arv(~d dt~~igllS. There is in it It suggestio!) of the 

scroll, triangular ,md ladder·like elementB Jound in East Tex.a!; poll.ery deoorations, 
and in West Texas pietllre·writing~. 
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FJC.277. OHVI';\{SI'; snm 01" PAINTIW DEER SCAPULA 

-

The: animal p.ictllred may Iwve I.".'cn II deer or 1l1()lllltain sheep. Length or ~caJJllla, 7 inehes. 

FIC. 271'1. DESIGNS ON EDGE AND REVERSE SIl)E OF DE.B2R Sr.Al'lILA. 

FrOIll rock ,IJtdt(,r at Silt, No. :10, Jefr Davis County. 

(Courtesy "j Victor .T. Smith.) 

PJCTUI-{l~·WHITING ON BONES 

PAINTINGS ON DEER SCAPULA 

Very few specimellK of picture-writing on bone:; remain in Texa:;. Prominent 
among those now in cxistcncfl is one in the collection of the SuI Ross State Teachers 
College at Alpine. It is a deer scapula, on both sides and edge of which are painted 
cOllventionalized designs. 

The specimeo was found by Pr()fe~sor Vittor J. Smith in the camp debris of a 
rock shelter, lisled in this report as pictograph Site No. 30, Jeff: Davis County. 
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In 19:n he briefly mentioned the find, without illustrating itY The bone is in a fair 
state of preservation, and the paint: is quite dear, 

PAINTINGS ON BUFFALO SCAPOI"A 

In lI·IIN Mallery described and illustrated a buffalo scapula on which were various 
designs painted by a Comanche, The painting formerly had heen reported by S(:11001· 
cl'aft,7~ Since it i<l un unusual spet:imen and the reports in wbichit waR deserihed 
ne nOl available 1.0 many interested perS(ln~, brief quota!ion!> therefrom arc imerted 
here. The speeimcn was found on the plainfl in the Comanche range in Tex,,!:,. School· 
r:raft described it us rollows: 

"It is a symbol ~h()wing "W ,nife for thp, buffalo e'xi,,\.ing between the Indian all,1 
whire rac(~s. The Jndian (1) rJrf.'''(1'Il1\,d <)n horseback protected by hi~ ornamented 
~hicld and armed wilh a lanct', (2) kill~ a Spaniard (3) after a ein'ililou~ ehasc 
(6), Ihe lUilel' heillg armed with a p;un. Hi~ c(lrIlp(lnion ('I,), armed with a lanee, 

~hare~ the 8,am(J fate." 

Mallery comlllen l.s thus: 

"It llIay he questioned whether Mr. S\:hoo!t:r"ft was nnt Ion active in the: seardl 
for symhols in his explanation of (6) as a circuitous chase. The devie(~ is either a 

l(l"'~o or a lari:!l, ,md relates to the 11O'~I:,,~ioll or auempl to take p088<:'08i,>o of the 

huffal". The "(,~i/.ln (5), however, well. expr'~'~'t'8 id,~"g;raJlhicully the fact that the' 
buffalo al the linH' was in. contention, and therefore was the' pro(lmty haH of the 
Indians and half of I.he whites." 

UTILITARIAN PAlNTTNGS ON B(H')"ALO BONES 

That Indian paintings sometimes were made for flpedfie purposes and conveyed 
information is clearly jIIu~trHled hy a ~latement of Herman Lehmann711 in his 

account of captivity among the Indians. The incident. which he describes took place 
on thn Tex,l;; plains som.ewhere to the west of the COJl(~ho River. The date was 

about 1 B7.5. Wilh a flmall raiding band of Apaches he had left the main group 
and gone into Ma~on and Llano Counties, where the raiders stoic hor!:lcS and 
secured ;,;everal ",calps. On their return they were overtaken by the Rangers neal' 
the COllcho River and a battle foIlowcd. The Indians had several casualties and 

lost their loose horses, hut the men escaped. Lehm<lnn sta\.es: 

"W<l W.:ni: on 10 where we had left our people in C(lIT'P: blli: when we' reachc'[ 

tl"'TO, we found lhat they had move·d. Wei found huffalo hones and on th'm' pif:t.UI'CS 

n;pre8enting " Hghl. with IJw whit" p!:opl... On some lioneR, properly arranged, Wm'f!' 
the: pictures of Aevcn lIl'm pi';Te,·" with afr<.IW8, al~() a W<lg<.'!1 hurning up. The hone8 
pointed nOl'lhwurri. 'l"welve bones, peculiarly arranged, repre'~'.llt. ... d t.welv,) days' 
journey ... 

715milli, Vid.<H' J., Arcliaenlogic:(ll Nnt.co of the Big Bend Region, TeX(I' An:ha.-:olog:ieai and 
Puicol1101ogical So",,,ty, Vol. JIT, II hi1e)l~, September, 1931. I). 68. 

""Mallery, C;ufri •. :k, TC11Ih Annual Report, op. cit., p. 206, fig. ] 57: quotation from Schoolcraft, 
Henry R., Hist.orical and Stal.i:;tieal Information Rc~peeting the Hi~lory, Condition and Pr08pects 
of tll(: Indian Tribes of the United States; collected and prepared Hilder the direction o! t.he 
BurMII of Indian Affair", per act of Congn,ss of March 3, J847; illll51.l'ated by S. Ea8tmall, 
Capt. U.S. Army; Jlllhli~hed by allthority of C0J1grf'8~; Philude1phi(1, IH51--1857 (6 Volumes), 
Vol. IV, p. 253, PI. 32. 

7"Ldlmmll1, Herman, Nine Year:; With the Indians, 1870-,1879 (edited hy .T. Marv.in IIunter), 

Von Boe{'kmllrlt)·Joile~ Company, AU8t.in, 1927, pp. 119-120. 
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PLA TE CCXXXVIlI 

COMANCHE PICTOGHAPII ON BlI.FFALO SCAPULA 

Found on tbe Texa, plains. 

(Courtesy RW'''/!I/, of American Ethnology lind Smithsonian Institution.) 
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PICTURE·WRITING ON HIDES 

Paintillg~ Oil hide!; are almo;;l <liS rare in Texas at the present time as arc those on 
bone. The writer hm:, huwever, had the good fortune to exam ine paintings on a 
buffalo robe and four shields. All of these were the work oJ Texas Indians. 

PAINTED Bm'FALQ ROBE 

G. A. HollalHl, or Weatherford, has in his Log Cahin Museum a huffalo robe, 
on the fle~h ~id(~ or which <Ire many intricate paintings. The specimen was taken 
from the Comanche Jnd.ians at the time of the recapture of Cynthia Ann Parker on 
the Peas(~ Riv(~r in 1860. 

It will he recan(~d that Governor HOllston sent Captain SuI Ross, at the head of a 
body of Rangel"~, soldiers and cilillens, 1.0 hunt down and destroy the marauding 
IndianR under Chief Nocona. The Indians were overtaken and attacked hy the 
Hangers and ~oldiers. 

Captain RO!;iI, accordin?; to Mr. Holland,"(l personally cha;;ed ,Ill "Indian with a 
girl behind him holding a lar?;c buffalo robe around them. Tn th~ running light the 
girl re(:eived a death shot, and in fallin?; dragged the hi~ Indian from the horse." 
After much resi~tanee, the Indian was killed. At that time he WWI thought to be 
Chid Nocona, hut later developments proved him to have been a sub-chief named 
No-bah. Nocona and hilS two sons had ei>caped. The buffalo robe mentioned ahove 
is the one in Mr. Holland's collection. 

There is, however, another ver8ion of the story, to the effect that the robe Wtl~ 

with Cynthia Ann Parker, who wag recaptured by Tom Killiher, ilrsl lieutenant 
under Ross. While chailing her, Killiher supposed that she was a squaw, since a 
papoose was strapped on her hack; bul, Oil taking her to Captain Ross, it was 
discovered that she was a while woman, who turned out to he Cynthia Ann Parker. 

It is reported that Killiher, not caring for the buffalo robe, gave it to F. M. 
Pevler, an 18-ycar-old hoy who aCf:ompanied the expedition. Seventy-five yel.lrs 
later, Mr. Pevler turned the buffalo robe over to Mr. Holland, in whose possession 
it has remained. 

The buffalo hide is approximately six feet square. The ouler side is partly hare, 
with some hair mming off each time it is handled. The flesh side is decorated 
with painted designs, the central one being 32x31 incht~s. The inner drele is six 
inches in diam.cter. While fairly i>yrmnetrkal, lhere are slight variations in the 
sizeR and locations of Ih('~ various design clements. 

80HolIand, G. A., The Double Log Cahin, Weath~rford, Texas, March, J9.'31, p. 27. 
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The designs on thiR skin are quite intricate and well executed. The central figure 
is that of a rayed sun-disc. The inner cirele encloses an equal-anned crO~5. Sur­
rounding the circle, and forming four segmcntlS, are groups of radiating lines painted 
in variollR colorA. Dividing the segments are four long triangular cro~shatehed 
clements, each l.enninat.ing in vari-eolored hatching and a zigzag line. Equally 
~p<lced between I.hclS() large projeetile.point.shaped clements are four smaller ones, 
f;irnilar in shap{~ but without the hatching and zigr,ag at the end. On the four sides 
are curved lines hOlJnded by triangular elements, each enclosing an unpainted circle. 
Immediatdy above, below and in the four corners arc long, triangulur, cro8shatdwd 
eleP11'nls identieal with the four large ones in the central design. 

It is interesting to note the prominence of the ntJnll){~r foul' in Lh~ decoration of 
this hide. Four' colors-reel, blue, green amI orange are emploved. The c{mtnt! 
figure is divided inlo four parts. The elements at each side consist of four alternate 
green and orange triangles. At the top are two groups of four triangles eaeh. At 
th~ ho\torn, however, are two groups of five triangles each. 

PLATE CCXXXIX 

PAINTED BllFFALO ROBE CAPTURED FROM TIlE COMANCHE INDIANS 

IN 11160 

The painl"d de,ip;ns arc very dir(l, and there arc a nlllnher of small hoI eo in variolls pari,; of 
the skin. Mr. Holland Hland, ]Il'sid':) the tree. 

(Cow'tesy of G. A. Holland of Weatherford.) 

PLATE CCXL 

A CLOSE·OP VIEW OF PART OF 'rIlE BUFFALO ROBE 

In the celller may be seen t.he painted stm-disc. 

PLATE CCXLI 

COMANCHE DRAWINGS ON THE HOLLAND BUFFALO HOBE 

Photograph of a color Sb:l<:h, reproducer! to J'(lnd"r the de,igns clearly discernible. 

PLATE CCXLH 

PAINTING ON COMANCHE SrI/ELf) CAI'TI.JREIl AT BATTL.I~ 0(>' 

PACKSADDLE MOI!NTAIN, 18i3 

A. Design on lwlTaln hirln shield proper. 

B. Design on deer"kin ~hield cover. The d'jTnenl.~ al: eaeb 8ide of the rayed 8tm·di8e may 
symbolhe Ibe t.hllmlerbird. 

(Courtesy of Mrs. Al<~x. Casparis 0/ Austin.) 
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A8 throwing additional light on Lhe manner in which the paintings may have been 
executed, the following is quoted from Smithwick :8l 

Amung llw Comanches, "the women, of course, performed all the: labor (aside 
frum kiJlin!\ and hringing in the game), stripping, lhr. skin:> from Ihe animals, 
d .. e8~ing ami ornamenting them w.ith h("ads or paint, a J1roce"~ wh ieh interested me 
very much. The skins were; lirst staked down to the ground flesh sido up. With a 
sharp bone the squaw then scraped off every particle of flesh; IWXt Ilw scraped 
surface: was spread with lime 1.0, ubsorh th"" gee'usn, afwr which thtl surface was 
spread with the Imdns of 1:],(" animal, (the: skin-dresser) rubhing it in and working 
it over till thu 8ki.n bee'tune soft and pliable, the: process requiring days of harr! work. 

"Th"", wil.h paint, which they manufaetul'.!-d from colol'm\ dllllh, and bru8h\j8 made 
of l.ilfl~ of hair, the: artist, with the eurth for an. [:'lI8(;,1, heginning in the center, drew 
8ym],olic designs, the Illost conspicuous uf which was Ihe SUIl, executed wilh a skill 
truly remarkable. 

"A multitlldf' of different colored rays, commingling in a common center, and 
radiating out in findy drawn Jines, the: spaces made by the divergener.: again and 
again filled in, taking a~ much time as a work hy I.ho old lIIaste'r>l. T.ime was no 
object, life having not.hing to offer beyond the: gratifi(:ation of this single vanity. 

"These paim..,'] rt!he:s were worn llver the o;houlders like' shawls, the' fill' side 
underneath." 

This hisLoric Indian painting is interesting from several standpoints: 

1. Although painted at an apparently late date, the design shows noindieation of 
white influence. 

2. The central sun symbol, or rayed sun-disc, varies only in minor details from 
those found in certain prehiHtol'ic pictographs on the walls of caves and rock 
shelters in West Tex.as; and resembles in motif the ineised SlIll symbols on earthen­
ware vessels from old graves in East Tf~xas . 

.3. A study of thi~ sun symbol, together with a similar historic rock picture at 
Site No. Terrell County, seems to show that Indian art did not always degenerate 
in historic Lim.es. Both are Indian work, yet better executed than many prehistoric 
designs. 

4. The use of fOllr as a magie number, involving four sacred colors and deriving, 
doubtless, from the cardinal p!)int~ of direction, is fOllnd Lo prevail in this as In 

many other cases of Indian design. 

5. There is a striking resemblance-no doubt a eoincidence-hetween the cross­
hatched arrowpoint-shaped design element;;; ernhodied in thiA h.iSlorie painting and 
certain ones incised 011 pottery in Upshur County, Texas. It also i1; suggeKtive of a 
type of small finely made arrowpoint common in prehistoric graves in Northeast 
Texas. 

6. The triangular designs imdosing circles also resemble pottery designs in 
East Texas. 

7. A notahle difference in this spedm.en and the Texas rock pictures is the employ. 
ment of blue and green, these colors rarely heing found in the rock paintings. It seems, 
however, that most of the hisLor.ic paintings on 8kins used blue and some com­
bined green. 

B1Smithwick, Noah, op. cit., pp. 183-1M. 



Picture· Writing 0/ Texas Indians 

CO.M.I'AlllSON WITH OTI-llm PAINTED SKINS 

Although unusual, this painted huITlllo hide is no\: in a class by itself. Several 
sueh painted skins have been reported, and throw !'lome light on the poss.ihle sig. 
nificance of lhe clements in the paintings in question. 

Krieger"" pidUI'f~s a "painted altar of tanlled doeskin, symbolizing the Indian's 
prayer for more buO"ulo." Although the painting Will> the work of Pueblo Indians 
of New Mexico, he taIls allention to the fact that "it resembles in ~lruelure and 
details of design a painted ~ymb()l of Comanche origin." The Pueblo painling­
(:nll(~ded in ] 877-embndies a central design w ilh the four triangular, rayed 
elem(~nL~ and the en dosing band strikingly like that on the Texas specimen. 

Mallery"" pictures a painted deerskin made and used by the Apaches as a ",manlle 
of invisihility; that is, a charmed cover for spies, which would enable them to pass 
with impunity through the country and even lhrough the camp of their (~IWnlies 

(without being discovered). Tn this instance the f(~lishistie power depends U pOll 

the devices drawn .... " 
If the Comanche paintings of llH~ Texas ~pedm()11 had any ~peeilll significance, 

such as aurihuted to those of the PUdl\O and Apaehe in the ahove-mentioned cases, 
it seems m()J'(~ likely to be either a "ymhol having to do wilh ~un wor~hip or a 
"prayer for more buITalo." 

PAINTINGS ON SHIELDS 

In August, 1873, eight local white men ddeated 21 Indiam; If! a fight on Pack· 
saddle Mountain, Llano County. A shield was tuken rrom one of the Indians killed 
in the engagt~merll. It was given hy Caplain Dan W. Robert.s of the Texas Itangers to 
Alex. Casparis of Austin. The specimen is ill a sOinewhat poor state of pretlcrvation; 
and has blood stains over a space some six incht~s in di,uneter, indicating thul iL, 
for some reason, failed to Herve its purpose. 

There has been some question as 1.0 whether the Indians were Comanche or 
Apache. J. W. Wilhargel', in his book "Indian Depredations in 'rexas," quoles front 
an old frontiersman who was .in the vicinity at the tilne oJ the Packsaddle fight. He 
tells of the whites capturing from the T ndians "some fine Navajo blankets, silver­
mOllnted sa(ldles and bridles, Winchester and Hmll'y rifles and revolvers .... Among 
the suddles was orwmarked with the name of th(~ Illakl'~r and 'Tuc~on, Aril-:ona.' 
From this f.tel, .ts well as the faet that these lndian~ were much beUer armed and 
cquipp(~d than C()lllanehe~, it is supposed that they were Ap'lI:h(~!; rrolll A ri",(ma ... ." 

Captain Hobert~, in hi~ hook "Rangers und Sovereignty," cOjli,~d the account of 
James R. Moss, olle of the participanls. It refers to them [\~ "a party of' redskin~, 
supposed to he Comanches." 

Herman Lehmann in the book "Nine Year" Among the Indian!;" has a chapter 
with the tille "My First Raid With the Conmnehes." In it he relates: "Down near 
Paeksaddle, in Llano County, we eame UpOIl a parly or while Inen, who hid under a 
bluff and rock and gave us a hard fight. Three of our llIen were killed outright 
and several were wounded .... " 

82Krif;jger, Herbert W., Aspects of Aboriginal Decorative Art in America, Based on Specimens 
in the United States National Museum, Smithsonian In~titution Report for InO, Publicalion .3102, 
Washington, 1931, p. 551., pI. XXV. 

~~MaIJery, Gunick, op. cit., Tenth Annual Ropon, p . .')03, pl. 33. 
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The designs painted on the shield captlll'ed at Packsaddle Mountain an~ sll'ikingly 
like those on two shields known lo have been owned by a Comanche T ndian of the 
same period. Thi~ fact seenH; to can flr.rn lhe aeeounts of Hoberts and Lehmann. The 
writer feels that, in any eVf~nt, the shield in question may be considered of Cornan(:he 
ongm. 

The ~hidd, 21inehes in diameter, has ils .inner portion made or huffalo hide 
:1.'" inch thide The tanned porlion is inside wilh the hair side ou!.. This is the 
opposite of the wmal procedu re in making shield~, Over the burr aln hide founda­
tion b a cover of deerskin. 

On the outer side of the huffalo skin appear painted designs. The et~nlt'(ll part 
is a turquoise color, while the oUler edges are paintt:d a dark blue. The central 
design, apparently thal of a hurnan wearing a buffalo headdress, occupies the 
grNltcr purl of the turquoise colored 8f.ction of the skin. A circle, painted in blue, 
bOllnd!\ the outer edge of the skin. 

Sewed around the shield, just outside of this blue line, is a strip of I"ed flannel 
some three ill(.:hes in width. The stitches which hold the flannel abo originally 
attached 91 f ealhers. At the bottom of lllt' shield remains one of the two original 
horsetail ta""els. 

At the top of the shield, on the reverse Ride, lIrc two dusters of piece" of animal 
hoofs (probably deer or antelope) that form rallIes, These arc allached by buck­
skin thongs thal likewise hold n detachable d(~erf\kin cover. The cover was intended 
to protecl the design on lhe shield when not in u~e. Two hand grips, on the back 
of the shield, are !;paced four inches apart. On the detachable cover is a painting, 
in black, of a rayed sun-dise. 

Sr(JJ,LDS OF COMANCHr'~ JACK 

The Field Artillery Museum, Fort Sill, Oklahoma,illelude~ among its specimens 
severnl shields formerly ()wrl(~d and used by Comanche .J ack, a well-known Indian 
of some 50 years ago. The following information wiLh regard to the shields was 
secured fronl Firsl Lieutenant Alex.ander G. Stone;"j curator of the rnuseum: 

"They wen) all at ont':· lime: or anoth .. ,,!' his personal jlroperty, used on hi, raids. 
Comanchel J(lck lived in Oklahoma, but: lib" many olh'T COlllllllellcs raid",d the wldt" 
sC'ttlC'mellt~ .i n Texas as far ~o(lth as the Hio Gl'ande, In the' .Iate 1880's, after "everal 
brushes. w.ith the Texas Hangc .. ,··in olle of wh.i"li itu was, lucky 10 eH(:apl." with his 
life-(lIld hearing of tlw dmernlinalioll oj' the Iroop~ 10 Htamp out tile' raids of 
wandcl'ing; lndian~, Comanche .lack wiHdy made his p",ace wilh the Governmenl 
for(:e~, amI cnlis,tcd ill tllel Indian SCOUl6 Service, a tl'Ol)P of which wa, stationed at 
Fort Sill, He died ill thl:' ~,,,"viec early in thi8 centlll'y," 

The mOiSt outstanding of the designs on th(,~e shield,., if; that emhodying a human 
head wearIng a buffalo horn headdress and fonning the center of 11 rayed ~un-dise. 

The colors are blue, red, green and orange. Theinncr circle and its enclosed 
portion, mo~t of right horn, four long lines below, small sun-disc near lip of horn, 
and body of the thunderbird arc in grt~en. The bast' or \}w horns, three long lines 
above, short rays around head, outer eircle for.rning head, clmtrnl line of oblique 
hatching in eaeh group, equal-armed cross between horn tips, wings and tail of the 

Be'Stone, Alexander G., Ltn~er to A. T. Jackson, October 14, 1936. 
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thunderbird are in blue. Most of the left horn, outer line of each group of oblique 
hatching, and a narrow hand representing the lower beak of the thunderbird are in 
red. The middle eontAntrie cirdc8, rays of medium length ahout head, and inner 
line in each gl"Oup of oblique hatching are in orange. 

The taltered outer edge of the painted skin shows traces of' what seems to have been 
an (~nr:lo5ing circle. Since, however, there is some douhl:, it hm; been omitted from 

the ~kelch. 

On AuguSl 4, 1936, the writer discussed tllt~ matter of 'r(~X'1S pictographs with a 
young Comanche, Wah-chi-tah-kcr (George L. Smith), of Lawton, OklahoJna. He 
.is a grandson of Comanches who formerly roamcd ov(~r T(~xas. His explanation 
or the complicated design painted on the shield just di1\eu5~ed .may be of some value. 

The equal-armed cross at the upper center of lh(~ design repre~ent;;, according to 
his statement, the Great Spirit. The f,lce in the center of the ~hie1d ~ymbolizes the 
sun. The buffalo horns sland for llH~ entire animal. The spider-like element at thc 
lower center signifies stars. The oblique hatching at either side denotes douds. 
The medium-length lines radiating from the head represent rain. The bil'd at the 
left symbolizes the thundcrlrjrd. A8 a whole, the pietUl"e conveys <l prayer to tlw 

Creat Spirit for rain to make better grass so there w ill he luore buffalo for t.he 
Indian:;. 

Another of Comanche Jack's shields has a series of vari-colored coneentrie circles 
above and two buffalo or longhorn caule beneath. 

The diameter of the shield Gover is approximately Hl inches. The complete 
anirnal is about five inches long and l:Yl inches wide. The smallest of the (:oncentric 
circles is about 2\'2 indlCs in diameter. 

The colors used in the target-like deviee (:om;isl of red, orange, <Iod blre. There 
are 1 J of these colored bands, in which red appears four lime!;, orange five, and 
blue twice. The inlerior o[ tIm 8mallest circle is painted a faint orange. 

The animal drawings are unusual in ~everal respeet~. Tllt~ complete (lnilnal is 
extremely long and thin. The animal in the rear is almo;;! hid, only a portion of its 
head and neek !lhow.ing. It has no horns. The front parts of the animals are 
painted solid blue, while the remainder is merely outlined in that color. Thi~ 

technique appears in pictographs on the walls of rock shelters in various parts of 
We:;t Texas. (Sce Map XXVI.) Some of the paintings of this type are· in pre­
hisLor.ic sites, while a few are historit:. 

Still another shield has on it a rayed sun-disc and two thurulerbil'ds painted in blue. 
This Comanche war shield is about 22 inches in di(llneter. The rernain~ of red 
llannel cloth and fe<tlhers may be seen around its edge. 

SHmLD IN SUL Ross MUSEUM 

In the museum of the SuI Ross State Teacher" College at Alpine is an .intcl'esting 
shield decorated wilh painted designs of a rayed sun-dise and (:onventionalized 
thunderbirds. A sketch of the designs was first pub] islH~din Bulletin 44, West Tex<ls 
Historical and ScientifIC Soeiely, December 1, 1932. The ac(:OrtllHlllying sketch is 
from that source, hy courlesy of Professor Victor .T. Smith. 

The "hield, which was taken from the body of an Indian after battle, is about 
20 incht)S in diameter. The cover .is soft deerskin, under whieh is tough buIIalo 
hide, with a mat of quills and handholds. 
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PLATE CCXLIII 

BUFFALO IWHN llEADOlU:SS PAINTED ON SKIN SHIELD COVER 

Colors employed, are gP;!t'll, hhH", n.,d IllUl orange, rcprc!sC!l1ted herel by the letters «, h, I.:, and d, 
rer;jJncLivnly. Dianll~t.er of deerskin cover, about 18 in~he8. Ti,e ,hi(l\t! WU8 the porsonal property 

of Comanche Ja~k, of OklalwI111(, who 115ml it on many of his l'Ilids into Texas prior to ]880. 

PLATE CCXLlV 

ANIMALS AND CONCENTlUC CIRCLES PAINTED ON 
COMANCHE SHIELD COVER 

The so-called target com;ists of liv" mang;c, fOllr red <In(1 two hlue concentric circles, wilh 

the, int"'rior pailltl,(1 II dim orange. 

The painting I.lf a portioll of an animal and merely out:linillg til<, balance is a feature found 

in both prehistoric and historic picture.. BIllt, paint.. 

The diameter of the skin is about H1 inches. 

The shield originally wus the projllll'ty of Comanche Jack. 

PLATE CCXLV 

DESIGN PAINTED ON COMANCHE WAR SHIELD 

A HAYED SUN-DISC AND SO·CALLlW TI-llJNDERIJIlWS 

All painted in blue except the two ,hon linl" in green beneath the cin,le. There are remuiIl~ 
of red flannel cloth and. IlLLached feathers, al edgel of thel .hic:ld, which .is, ahout 22: inches ill 

diameter. 

(Plates CCXLIII to CCXLV, courtesy 0/ Fidd Arti.lt.~ry Museuln, Fort Sill, Okla.) 

Owner killed by Co\. H. V. Cook. 

I'LA'rE CCXLVI 

INDIAN WAR SHIELD 

Possible rayed sun-disc and thllndcrbirds. Specimen in Sill Ross Milseum, Alpine. 

(Alter Sandifer IVhile. COl!rt'~sy 0/ Victor J. Smith) 
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ATTEMPTEll!VlAcrcAL AND UTlI.l.TAJUAN U~n:s OF SHIELD DESl(;NS 

It is generally ,lUpposed that designs painted on shields wen~ 
symbolical in nature. It seern~, howewT, that at lea~t ~orne 

intended by III(~ Ind.ians to servt~ more pnu:.liclll pit rpos(~s. 
sh.ield of Comanche .lack (Pbt.!! CCXLlIl) had the pl'lldical 

solely ornamental or 
of Ih(~ designs were 

The designs on the 

purpose of bringing 

rail! and good luck. 
Herman Lehm4111n,""r, ill the account of hi~ lif<.! among the Indians, describt~s the 

making of a shield and the purpose "erved by the designs thereon a~ follows: 

"'1'0 make a. shield .n''1l1ir",d <';(Jv(:ra.! days' time. The' Indian look the hide' of an 
old. Illd] ("OIIWtiIllCo, Ihe thick pari of il1l: huff.ilo hide was u~od). "lit a round picce 
frolll tIH" n.,(:k alld ,honlders, threw tI,;~ (IV"" Ih" fire and heated it while !,!;rt'en. 
When it wu>; a8 hot a~ it: would stand without burnin!,!; it WllH Ihen rubhed ull a rough 
rook until the nwat was (Jra"t"d, tllen a Hm,,,oth SlOne was \I~..,d until t.l«~, hide becamc 
vcry smooth, suft and pliable. .II rattan or hi(:kory with(" was nUld", into a hoop, 
nnd lilt:, rawhide was ,trapped on and ~ewed with thong, of I'awhide; and then it 
WaH giv,,·n tile: [I(''''(l,,"ury 'diolt' by stretching oV("1' ~Ildq~,~, and Jdt t'l dry. .IIft<::r the 
,Iii "I.! i, thoro"ghly dry and f:HI'"d il i, ",I. LIP' a~ a tarp;et, and if an al'1'OW pierces 
it or a h"I1,,{ !,!;()e~ through .it, it r,'III, a pia"" ,,\IIOIl!,!; the IJchl'is or Ihe rump; but if 
it pJ:l)ve~ war-proof it ()cellJlie~ a pJace' with the warrior" and a ,tn"'1\ ~tr.in!.\ .i~ 
placed Ihrough (:-aeh side: so il can 1m held on I.lm arm. Thc hairy side is next to 
the arm and 1111:' "lick Kido faeing the' onC'my. Tho llloon, Slurs, serpents, turtles and 
other d':f;ign;; al't." paint.(:'·.! Oil Ihe ~hi<,',ld and in 8ueoh l""ation: that they ~"rve as a 
COlllpas" to guide, and direct the' .Indian owner on a cloudy day. 

" ... I would look at the IJ;reat starry vault, this blue dome, and then at my ;,hield, 
and I wOllld ~ee that the: larger stars occupied Ihe c·,lIm: position Oil my shield t.hat 
tl",y did in the heavens, and thus on (:lowly day;; Illy HhiHld ~erwd as a c<.>mpass as 
woll (If; a prote-clo!'." 

Of course, the designs on the iShkld could not be used 1.0 determine direction!> on a 
cloudy day. If the directions were known, and the shield were oriented with them, 
the arrangement of the designs thereon might correspond with the pOlSitions of 
the slar~. H f;lIch a shield could have worked, the illvention of the compass would 

have been lUlllecessary. 

At the time of whieh Lehmann writes in the first quoted paragraph, he was a 
captive among the Apaches. The mnl.hod or painting he rec()unt~, therefo/"(!, i8 taken 

to he represenLative or the practice in that tribe for Iht~ period indicated. The second 

paragraph relate" Lo a period between the time of hi~ escape fronl the Apaches and 

his taking up wiLh the Comanches. The shield is the one he had aL the time he left 

the Apaches. 

KGLehmUllll,llennUI1, up. cit., pp. 25-26, 139. 
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KIOWA CALENDAR 

Because of the fact that it indudes a nurnher of entries pl'rlallllllg tnineidenls 
that took plaf:e in Texas, aUtmUon is din~('ted to a Kiowa n~c()r<l kn()wn as the 
Set-t'an Yearly Calendar, obtained by JVI.jllney'''' in 11-192 and i.llui4Lrnled in his paper 
on Calendar J/islory of the Kiou,Ia Indians_ 

'rhe calendar was painted originally on hides, "which were renewed fr<lIn time to 
time us they wore out from (lgt~ and handling." The Set-Can Calendar ohLuined by 
Mooney was drawn with colored pencils on h('~avy manila paper. 

Moolley describes the calcndar record as follows: 

"The pi<:lographs are arranged in a Gontjl1l1ou~ ~pit'al beginning; in th", low~r 

right-hand "'.II'lIer antI ending; l1<:'a~' tlH~ center, the: rows of pi.:togl.'aph. heing separate.d 
from each Oth,,1' 1.y a continuous spiral. ••. The winter is de~ig;na'Bd hy means of 
an upright black bar, to indicate that vC(l;etalion wa~ then dead, while summer waS 
rellrc~ellted hy means of the' figllr,~' of the' medic.ine hl(lg<l, Ille (':'(''IlIl'al object of the 
<lnllilal ~llllllllC'r rcHgious ceremony. The I",lding event of the sea_on is indicated by 

Illeuns of u pictograph ahove or bes.idel tll~' win'e" murk or medicine lodge. 
"Set-fan "Ial<,',J. dial. he hilil benn fourteen year8 drawing it; i.e'., that 1l(!1 had begun 

work on it fOllrteen ye,u8 hefore;, noting the events of the first six years, from the 

~Itatcmcnts of older men and the rest fr'()ln his own recolleclion." 

The Set-t'ml calendar entrics concerning happenings in Texas may be briefly 
summarized as follows; 

Wimer lSa2-33.-"Wintc1' that they' cupturcd the money. The fir,t event record!':',1 oc(:urred 

ahout Ne·w Yf:ar in the: wint,)!' of 18:32-33. It was, «n 11Ilcountcr ncar tho South Canadian River 
ahout tlppo~it.., tl", old town of L,uthrop in the: Texa~ Panliandl,;,. TIlt:" KiowllH auacked a wagon 

train of traders returning to thel lInited SI<ltcs from New Mexic(), kiUed. several of tlle party and 
(!upiured, their money. Chief Black Wolf wa~ kill",,!. Th", in,lian, heat the coins into discs, 
al.l:uche,l illl:"fI1 to ~ltmp~, and won, t.I",1tI h(ln;;illg fro,,, tlw "(:all'l",,k IIt:hind. In the pic lUred 

,:ntI'Y the wint!)II' i", inriieal."d I,y u hlack h,n'; the wolf above the Indian's head sig;nifies the nallle 

of their fallen eliid; tI'e Mexican dollar 'nIh of 1110 CapillI''' of lhe money. 
Tn th,>, win[('r IIf lB:37-38 tilrol' Comal1"'H'~. tw" men (Ind a wom,lIl, W('I":: eam[w,1 on I.h ... ' hanks 

of the Brazos RivC't" in Texu, when an Arapaho sneaked up, raised OIlC1 corner of the te'pee and 

iO'.Iked in. The thl'ctl Com<lndw'" I'u"hml olli. lind hid ""IiI I.h,,, inll'"tlnr returned 10 ~hoot them. 
Wire'll Il() did i.l"., ,11H,e fired. upon him and iat"r rel.urnl',d 10 elll iti~ head ofI and drag it 
throllgh Illt:i~ call1p. This was known as the "WilllC[' thlll they tiraggc,d the head." The picture 
,~hnws <l 1".II"eman drugging a head attached 10 a rolle. 

In the ~lImrner of JS4() Ii I.l'ual.y 1",l.ween the: Al'uJHllm and CheY"nne with thel Kiowa, Comandw, 
~ul<l Apuehe was mudel ahout I.htl Inouth of M lI~lang Creek in the Panhandle of Texas. The 
Ro,l·bluff Slln dancro wa~ pictured us a red square ahnve: a "ketf:h of Ilw m..,dit:i"e' lodge. 

Tn the winter of lll,1,1 42 a light between the who]", Kiowa trihel alld the ']'tc,'xans took place 011 a 
III:ml hranch of Pease River in nonhwe"lt~m Tex"H. Tn this fight was killed a war chief who 
wore his hair short 011 the right "ido (Inti 11.1111-\, on tile left, fol" the: pUI'pOSJ:' of displaying his ear 

ornaments. The picture reJlr"~"nl.~ Ihe: style' of hainIl'C'H" alltI I.h"" 10(:ation of the wound. 
Wimnr UI4,2, 4,~.·--Cl'Ow-n(i(:k dind Oil th,~: Upp"I" branch of Douhl(,,-l\Iounlain Fork of Brazos 

Hiv,·"r in Te-xu,. Tli(, painlinl,!; "f a ,:row h",,,id(, 111e' chief ,hows hi" nume, 

Summf'r 1843.--After tlt\< "Ne~t building Sun Dance" a war party under Hig-bow and 
Kicking'hird went hun 'l'llxas and captured a nIlnd"'r of horses. 

8GMooney, JamM, Calendar I-li"tory of the Kiowa Indialls, Scv,~nl.t:Jfml.ll Annual Rep'.Irt, Bureau 
of Amcrican Elhnology, 1895-\16, Washington, 1898, Part I, pp. 143-145, 254-364. 



PLATE CCXLVII 

THE SET·TAN ANNUAL CALENDAR 
(From the native drawing) 

The calendar began with 1!3.33 and covers a period of 60 years. The first entry-at the lower right-as well as various 
others thereafter, pertain to ewnts that happened in Texas. 
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In tlu') winter of 1845-116, W.t:.inklt"l.lleGk (a c1m:k, ~o·t:alled hy tile! Kiowa), buill a I.ruding 
post in the Panhandlc! of 'I'e,xas. It W(U; on t.he llorth hank of the South Ciula,Jian, ju:;t above 
B"s'lue Crande: Creek. It was owned hy Willinm Bent, called hy Ih,~, Kiowa "Hook-11I.lse.man." 
The event wa, r"c<.lI'ded by drawing a hot"", aIHwI:' llH" :;ylll},!>1 for winter. 

Tn Ihe winter of 1858-!59' Wolf.lyiIlg.down was killed after a raid into' Mexico. Htl wa~ on the 
norlhcTn hank of the Rio Grar"h,.. The other Indians escaped but he was rilling a mare: with a 
younp; colt Lhal 1'dar-d,,·'] his speed resulting in his being shot. 'rll(,~ event is recorded, by druwing 
above t:lw wi titer mark a man with hlood flowing from the hody. His name wa:; indicated hy the 
connected animal above. 

In tlw winter of 18S9L 60 Ba<:k-hide, an old man. was, ldt to .Ik at a salt 1',",,1 called "B1a"k 

water," perhaps the Agua Negra, jll:;!. within the Te:xa", boundary. A war party lakr found hi:.; 
Kkelet'lIl with a cross nv.:1I" it. IleneeJ the' death was r.~'(:or.1rd hy drawing hi:; pietlll'Cl with an 
(!'Tual-armed t:r"'~, ahov", the head. 

In the wimer of Ifl64-6S Kit Cnr8on, assisted hy Ute! an" .lieurilla Apadlt:', mil de an attack 
upon a camp compose'" of Kiowa, Apache and Comanche IndiuriK who wcre' campe,,1 hNwcen 
Adoh~ Wall, and Mu,",lunp; Creek in the Texas Panhandle. The atlaek WM pieL.llred by conv.HI· 
tional bullc'ls and arrow, around two t.~pee8, above the 1I:;lIal WitlU'l· mark. 

In t:he winter of 1868-69 a party or Kiowa made a raid into Texa8. A warrior, and owner of a 
me:dieillO Ian<:c" WUK killed. His death was reconh,!,l by drawing iI, man. holding tbel arrow lance. 

Tn tile winter of 1870< ·71 a few men made a raid into 1\,xa~. Siu.ing.hcar WH" kill",,,1 (Ind latt~l' 
hi8 hones were reLlIl'lled home 10 ld;, trihe hy his father and a ferw fllllower~. TIw event wa>; 
pictured by a ,keleton, ov'·'r the winter mark, with a 8.iuing hf:'(lr just. above the hearl. 

In thl~ HumllHl't of 1 !l71 a raid Was made into Texas in which a w'i\gnIl tn.ln was, attacked, ~cvcn 
men k.illed and 4·1 mule8 captured. As a result of this raid, six Ki.owa war ,:hid" were an:esl!ld 
hy the United State:; Army officers und wt:re Kent IInd,~r military gllard to Fort Ri(:hardson at 
.hehhoro, Texas. The calcmlar eilltry shows a soldier arre5linl' Set·t:'idnt.", (Satanta), the h'H.lc!r 
of the l'aid\,r~. 

Tn the ,;t11llItlll!' of un:'!, a sun dance was held on a resl>t'vntion on Sweetwater Greek. tdhlttary 
of North Fork ()f Red River, in the Texas Panhandle', While' the ,Janet'! W'i1S in progress one 
Warrior "st.ole" anothe1"'s wife,. According to trihal punishment, the offended hU8haIld killed 
,)(wen of the seducer's h()l'~flR. On t.he calendar, hesidt' the s\lmmor mark, was drawn a hor~\,' 
pierced by an arrow. In that manner t.he eve\tlt was recorded. 

In the winter of 1!l7R .. 79 Set-i'ainie committed suic.idc in a TexaR priBon. In the Rame w:nl'" 
"Arrowmlln" was killed hy a grnup of Te){an~ who ~hot. him thnHlgh tho hody and both ar.m~, 

g()alJ>~r1 him, and cut off a finger on which there was a ring. The calen,lar record shows a human 
figure, ahove the wint.~.r murk. and heside it the medicine lance. Tlw human fi!l;ure wa~ painter! 

rml, with red headrIn:'~8, Tepre~entillg Sel.t.'~iinte, or Sat"tlla, who kill"d himsdf hy jumping from 
an upper story of the! penitentiary at n(l.nt~ville', Texas. 

In disclH'iSing primitiVf~ records, ProfeEsor .T. E. Pearce made the following 
comments: 

"11. is .intcre8ting to compare the winter rcc:.ords of the Indians as illustrated by tht~ 
Kiowa aecount with the primitivc chronicles of while civilizations. The events 
recorded in both (:ases weJ'f~ chieOy di!;(lstcrs, mUrdt:lrs, tragcdies and painful cv~ntr; 
generally, anel the reGords are necc!!'tlarily vcry hrief. It was doubtlcss with these 
facts in mind that the philosophical historian of later times observed: 'Happy is 
Ih,lt peoplc whose annals arc fcw.'" 
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PLATE CCXLVili 

SET-T'AN OR LITTLE BEAH, 

KIOWA AUTHOlt OF T.IIE C'\LENDAR BEAlUNt: IllS NAME 

((;O/l,/,lt'.IY Bwww of AIIII.'rir:(1Il lI'lhnology and SmJths()llian J".\liuuion) 

1'1,i\TE eel. 
MODERN COMANCHI£ PAINTING OF wo~r"N AND ell.ILD ON HORSEBACK 

The W'.>nllln is l''''j'l'csf:nted a" wearinp; fring",] 11I«,k,kin garment~. The hlank", is painted red, 
while the frinp;e arollnd the garment iH hille. Painted by Wah-chi-tuh-ker, Allh\l'" 11., 19;-\6. 

PLATE CCLl 

MODEHN COI\IANCIIE I'AINTTNCS ON C,\NVAS TEPEE COVI';HS 

['ainln" hy Wah-ehi-luh-ker 
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PART IV 

LATE HISTORIC AND MODERN PAINTINGS 

LATE HISTORIC PICTOGRAPHS 

We have written aeeounts of some of the late painting:'! made by Texas Indians that 
have not been prei5erved. One sudl ca~e is that recounted by Snlithwiek,R7 who te1b 
of paintings made hy the Comanche Indians on the walls of the old Tumlinson hlonk. 
house. It was located at the headwaters of Brushy Creek, in Williamson County, 
about 30 miles northwest of the present City of Austin. The incident oecurred 
in the surmner of .l837. Srnithwiek's account is aH follows: 

"I could never discover an:ything analog()l1~ tn written language, the: nearest 
approach to it J.~'ing ciiagramg" (J)' lIlore properly tuap", which t.hoy ~Olnetime6 
m.Hked nut on the, ground lO GonVf.'Y an idea of locality. They were peculiarly 
exp't,:rt in ~.ign langua.w, howmer. Some idea or ,It'awing: they llad acquired, thdr 
work at time~ evincing a remarkahltl degree of skill. A ny smooth 8I1rface:"'-a hoard, 
a flat stOOl:"~, or Hmoolh-bark t,l'e'e"''''<'TVC'<\ for au nva~, while charcoal furni~hcd 
pcncils. Colored dl(t1h were sometimes 8U\",1 itUl.ed, hut whal.fwcr the. material 
used, the suhjeot waJ; alway" tho, ~ame--Indians clausing' huffa.lo. 

"WI\(~n on a scout out to the: old Tumlinoon blockhoURfc, we found the' wall~ 

f:overe<l with tlwsc Indian drawings; evel'Y' 10",,,: board heinp; similarly ol'llume'lltr.'(l. 
'rhe hh.,ckh<.mJ;" "<i' hurned by the Indians -:hortly ,[[Ier. Win'they tlmre may have 
bee'll some spedal J;ignifieane'<', auar:hcd iO the: c1l'awin~J;, or whethe:r therr wem hut 
the expression of a vague: longing aft":r Ihe itlHal, I could not even conjecture'." 

Another historic painting, the exact lonation of which is now in question, was 
mentioned by Ellis P. llean 8R in his narrative of the Phillip Nolan Expedition, which 
entered Texas in October, 1ROO. The meager information available ;:;peaks for itself: 

" ... We came to the Trinity River und, cl-osJ;ing it, we founel the: hip; <,'pen prairie 
of t.hat counlry. We: passed through the plains lill we readlOd a ~pring, which we' 
called I.hn l'ainl(l:d Spring \'L""lIl~e' a ro<:k at I,he head of it was paint.,r\ hy t.he: 
Comanche and Pawne:e Ind.ians ill a peace that. W;l' made: there hy the~e: twn 
1\<ll'ir.H1S ..•. 1"01' about nine clays we were compe,llcci to e'ut horseflesh, when we 
arrived at a rivC'r called the Bra~os .•.. " 

David Donoghu~,)<rl of Fort Wortb, who has made an extensive study of the rout~s 
followed by the early traders and ~xpl()rers in Texas, states; 

81Smithwick, Noah, op. cit., pp. 172-173, 177-178. 
88Bolton, H. E., und Barker, E. C., With the Makers of TexlI", AmfOrican Book Company, New 

York, 1904., pp. 68-69. 
8DDonoghllc, David, Letter to A. T. Jackson, March 30, 1933. 
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"I do not know wllt1m t.his spring is located. Them are, of (10UI'SC, many seeps 
and springs in tIlt" te'rril.nr), ,)VCl' which B(,'un tl'<wolcd, hut, while I ofl I'm thought 
abo lit this and inquired about .ii, I have nevel' heard of (lilY springs around which 
dlt're are Indian piclngraphs,. 

"Bean Klatr," thaI. he crossed the Red Hiv,j'r at. the Caddo village, wllid. I presume 
WIlS locate,,1 in 8IJuthwf:lIl. Arkansas. Apparently he mad", his way directly to the 
point where the fight with the Spuniards occurted. I have' local.ed I.his battleground. 
as h(~in/l; on a little' branch of the Nolan Creek northeast of m,'1ll in Hill C.-,unty. 
This hranch is today known as Batt.le Crc,·k. l'''''Kllllling I.ha.! Bean I.ravele,(1 on a 
UHH'n or le~" "lraigln liuc from the: Caddo villap;c to N"hll1 CI'r.ek, we hav() him 
pw<><ing 1.l1rI'llg'h Kuufman un<1 E1Ii~ C'lIlnt;c~. I helim'c, that he ~tute", I.h,1I. after 
(:ross.;ng the Trinity he camel out on 11 wide Ilruirie, alll\ I.hi" fits, very well for the 
region just south of Dallas. II would he in this, district, at least, thaI: T would look 
for Painted Spring." 

3.55 

From the ahove, it would seem that Painted Spring might hav~ h~~n located in 

Ellis, Navarro, Fr~~slone or Lirn~;;l:one County. 

Frank Bryan, a geologist formerly of Waco, v~rbally statr~d to the wriler thaI 
he thinki'l the paintings rnay have hef~n l()(:alf~d al Tehuacana Springs, LirlHlRtone 
County. 

Since the pictographs were on cxposed rocks, ,md 110 doubt have been d('stroyed 

by weathering, the exael location probahly will rwver be known. Thei nddent, 
however, iii of int~rest as indicating the possihh~ origin of (:~rtain other paintings, 
i.e., the recording or peace pacts by the tril)(~s. 

MODERN INDIAN PAINTINGS 

In ordrll' that painting;; of the present-day Comanche Indians might. h~ compared 

with til(' d~signs appearing on their shiddl:l of the early historic period, 11 few 

paintings wer~ secu red frorn Wah-r.:hj-tah-kr~r, 01' George L. Smith, a full-hlood 

Comanche of Lawton, Oklahotna. Hi~ grandfather took part in various raids .in 

Texas. 

Since, however, this young man has attended JllOdern school~, his teehniqll~ has 
heen considerably innuelle~d douhtl~s8 by hil'l present environment. As an illustra­

lion, one may enmpar~ hi>; painting of a thunderbird (Plate CCXILIX) wHh that 

appflaring on It shield of Comanche .lack (Plate CCXLITIL There is, also, as 

pronounced a djfference between thiH present.day repre8(~nlation nf the thunderhird 

and that pir:tured on the shelter wall at Site No. S(i, Terrdl County (Plate XCIX). 

The r~cent IHlinting of a Comanehe woman and eh.ild, riding an Indian pOllY, 
likewise is quiL~ modernistic and sophistieated in its tr'eatment. Some of this arti8L'~ 

paintings on canvas tepee eovers are included also [01' comparative pu rposes. 
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PLATE CCXLIX 

nmNDERBlJ{D PAIN'fED BY WAI-T·CHT·TAlI·KER 

The picture WaH painted Allgll,t: 4, 1936. 

There is all interesting combination of co]or8. The beak i~ md; the head 
fMlhers, yellow. The head, wing, (lnd tail are black. The breast (cloud 
8ymbol) i8 red lind yellow; the vertical lillt)~ bCnI'alh are alternate black 
and green. Above th" "roo>; is red; on each ,ide, black. The cnrls of the 
wing and tail feathers arc gl'<:(~Il, wilh red tips. 
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PART V 

CLASSIFICATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
DESIGN ELEMENTS 

357 

On first vit~wing a shelter wall or bluff covered with pictographs, or petroglyph", 
one has an impres~ion of a jumblcd mass. After (:areful examination tht~ variolls 
designs are noted. The elements must bc da!,lsifierl before tlwy ("an be !:!tudied and 
corn pared with pictures from other sectioJl!:!. 

If the pictures are realistic they readily fall into their proper (:lasses. When non­
realistic there is less certainty as to the c1;HI!'Iification. It then heeomes n maHer of 
searching for some telltale feature that may indicate what the aboriginal artist was 
trying to depict. J( the designs are symbolic thcre is even more uncertainty. 

Included among the symbolic designs of general distribution are rayed sun-discs 
cloud symhols, etc. The meanings of many are problematical. One means or 
classifying certain elerncnts is by the similarity of the designs to well-known objects. 
The names of such object<l are th(-m applied to the elements in question. Ex.amples 
are ladders, rakes, pitehforks, anchors, etc. 

These names, of course, are taken from white civilization and serve only to group 
the design~. '['here is liLLIe probahility of tlH~ir having any rdaLion to Indian 
ideology. 

A careful classification di~doses much information of vall1t~. There may be 
worked out. the development of certain form~---8uch a~ that or human or anilnal 
6gures---through various stages from the reali~ti<: t.o the highly eonventionali;r.ed. 
Classification abo brings to light elements that refled a local "style." When such 
figures show up elsewhere their oeeurrence sllggest~ po~sihlemigration or trade 
relations. 

The largest sOurce of posit.ive interpretation comes from (1) ethnological sources, 
where the interpretation is from the old men of living trihc~; for example the reading 
of the winter records like that of the Kiowa in thi~ account. And (2) the accumu­
lated knowledge of primitive psychology and the early ways of man in general, as 
well as spccifieidcographk systf-ms, illustrated in Mal1cry'~ mOllograph. 

In pursuing local pictographic study, com pari!;oll can be Inade with the de~igns 
from nllwr regions after the design elenlt~nh have heell c1a"sif1ed. Such comparison 
brings oUl the diRtrihution of the varioui:I detn(~nts. 

The loeal site is studied as 11 unit and tht.~n compared with other "ites from the 
arca under consideration. In an area so large a8 Texas the most convenient division, 
for descriptive purposes, is the county. After elf-signs from the various count.ies 
have been studied and compared it beconH.~i5 dear how they fit into the state-wide 
picture. The next step is to compare the!;e n~sults with published works, and other 
available information, from adjacent regions and from the world at large. Not 
much of the latter kind of study if; intlulgt~d .in this aecoU nt, because of: (1) lack of 
space, and (2) inadequate supply of sources conveniently at hand. 
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PLATE CCLlI 

EXAMPLES OF "CONVENTIONALIZED" HUMAN FIGURES 

Somctim\~;; it io dim!;ull. I.., distingubh between figl1l'cs of humans and those of animals; c.g., 

No.6, this plate. 

1. Pettog'lyph, Site "13," Otero County, New M()xico. 

2. Pictograph, Sil.e No. 155, Stcphcns County. 

3. Pictograph, She No. 29, JdT Davi. County. 

4.. Pictograph, Sil.O No. 99, y,d Venin County. 

5. Pictograph, Sitt, No. 180, Presidio County. 

6. PiClogl'aph, She No. 178, C\.)iJerson County. 

7. Pictograph, Sill) No. 99, Val Verde County. 

H. PMroglyph, Site "J.l," Otero Coullty, N(ow Mexico. 

9. Pictograph, Sile No. 11S, Llano CO\JIlly. 

PLATE CCLllI 

HUMAN FICliRES WI'I'II LlMHS MISSING 

1. Pictograph, Site No. 2, El »,1'0 County. 

2. Pictograph, Site No. 99, Val Verde County. 

:J. Pictograph, Si!!:' No. 88, Vul V,·,rcle Courll.y. 

4. Picl.('lgruph, Site No. 6, I-Iud~Jlclh Counly. 

5. Petroglyph, Sito No. SO, Ward County. 

6. l',.,:t.roll,"lyph, Sil.o No. 1.18, Bell COllnty. 

7. l'il:l.o!{raph, Site No. 140, G.i!le~pie Coulll.y. 

8. PHtroll,"lyph, S.il(, No. 50, Ward County. 

9. Pieto!{raph, Site No. 1, E! Paso COllllly. 

PLATE CCLIV 

HUMAN FIGUHES WrrIl ADDED OH ANOMALOllS APPENDAGES 

1. Pict('graph, Sile No. l7!!, Clilherson COllnly. 

2. Piclograph, Sil.e No. 150, Cnndlo (:ollnty. 

.1. Pictogl'uph, Site No. :I 5;)~ Stf:plll:m~ County. 

~. Pictoll,"raph, Site No. 21, eu Iberson County. 

5. Petroglyph, Site "C/' Chihllahua, M'cxi<:(), 

6. Petr()lI,"lyph, Site "n," Oln!'o COllnty, New Mexico. 

7. Pictograph, Site No. 96, Val Verdi' Cnunty. 
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PLATE CCLV 

HUMAN llEWS, SOME WEARING MASKS 

L Pietvg;ruph, Site No.3, EI Paso County. 
2. Petroglyph, Site No.4, .Hudspeth County. 
3. Pi"tngruph, Site No. 23, }{eeve~ Cuunty. 
1 .. Petrol\lyph, Site No. 172, Culberson Cvunty. 

fi. P(ltroglyph, Site No. 4, IJud'JI',l.h County. 

6. PetJ'oglyph, Site No. 192, Brewster CllU/lly. 
7. Petroglyph, Site No.4, Hudspeth County. 

PLATE CCLVI 

ABBREVIATED H.EADLESS lIUMAN FIGliRES 

1. Pict<)l\raph and Petroglyph, Site No. loSS, SIephcIl8 County. 
2. P"troglyph, Site No. lflB, SlItlOIl County . 
• '3. Petroglyph, Site Nu. 20, Cull'\JI'~nn COlillty. 
1 .. Picllll\rapl" ~,ite' No.6, Ilml'I)(,t1. County. 
5. Pieillgruph, Site No. 17, C"lherson Counly. 

1. 
2. 
a. 
4. 
fl, 

PLATE eCL V II 

REPRESENTATIONS 0[0' THE 1I.UMAN T01{SO 

Petroglyph, Site No. II., II ud,,!lcth County. 
Pictograph, Site No. 68, Val Verde County. 
Petroglyph, Site Nil. IB, Culberson County. 
Pietograph, Site No. 21, Culber"nn County. 

Pictograph, Site No. 51, Winkler County. 

PLATE CCLVIII 

SQUAHE·SllOIILDELtED ILIIMAN REPHESENTATIONS 

1. Pictograph, Site ".Il," Otm'o County, New Mexico. 
2. Pktograph, Site No. 61., Val V"rdc County. 
3. Pictograph, Sit(l No. 61., Val V.'nle County. 
1. 1'iotol\l'aph, Sire No, 2:\, Reeves County. 
5. l't1'troglyph, Site No. 188, Sulton County. 
6. Carvn.! stone, William:ifHl County. 
7. Petrol\lyph, Site No.8, HJlII,peth County. 
B. I'ietograph, SiJe No. 108, Edwards County. 
'). Pictograph, Sit .. " No. 1)6, Val V.:""J." County. 

10. I'el.l'oglyph, Site No. 191, IlmHler~on COllnly. 
n. Pdrog;ly)th, Site No. SO, Wurd County. 
12. l'e1rol\lyp1., Site No. 18, CullH:""(>II County, 
13. PietOl.l;raph, Site No. 93, Val V.:rdCl County. 
]1 .. Petroglyph, Sil'" No. 152, Nolan CounlY. 
IS. I'iclograph, Site No . .'lB, Bn:wsler County. 
16. Petroglyph, Site No. 191, Henderson CounlY. 
"17. Piel.IIllra.ph, Site No. 64., Val Verde County. 
18. Pe.troglyph, Siilll No. 11, Hudspeth County. 
19. Pctrol\lyph, Sit,: .• "A," Ot ... 1'(J Cnllllly, New Mexico. 
20. Petroglyph, Site "A," Otero County, New Mexico. 
21. Petroglyph, Sit.., "A," Otero COlillty, New Mexico. 
22. Pictograph, Site No. 1.50, Concho County. 
:la, Pimograph, Sit .. , No. 51, WinkleI' County. 
21 .. Pif;lograph, Sit" "B," Otero County, New Mexico. 
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Photograph!l and sketches of petroglyphi'! from two ~iL"~s in Otero County, New 
Mexico, and one from Chihuahua, Mexieo, have been m.adc. The mo~t remote of 

these is about 22 milt~;; from the Texas sLate line. Due to their proximity and rela­
tion to Texa~ pidul"l~-writing8, there can be no reasonahle objection 10 including 
them in this report. 

Vnl'ioll~ d/~sigllS al'(~ of world-wi(h~ o/:cllrrencc. Outstanding among such wide­
spread culture traits is the reprClltmtation of the human hand. (See Plate CCLXX.) 

When th()y secm relevant, efllnpurisons of rock pictures are made wIth certain 
designs on pottery from Ea.,t Tt~x<H\ and elsewhere. 

CONVENTIONALIZED HUMAN FIGURES 

The !lubjed of conventionalized hmnans is <t broad one. The figures rauge from 
the simplest form of so-ealled "stick men" to elaborate ones including many 
grotesque appendages. In most easell the lingers and toes are not indicate(], When 
they are shown, tho sizes may be all out of pl'Oportion to that of the llOdy, and the 
number may range from three to !;ix. 

Not only are SOllie of the shapes out of the ordinary, but the posture~ at Limes 
arc even worse. M any of tlte hu III an repn~,:enlali()ns an~ 80 convelllionali~ed that it 
s())n(~times is difficult to distingui.,h helwe(~n th(~m amI lower animal forms. (See 
Plate CCLl!.) Most of them suggest haslY, careless execution with little or no 
thought devoled to the appearance of the fini:lhed produet. They might he called 
"un II n ished" <lnd "rnu tHated" f o.rms rather than "conventional i;r.ed." 

T II certain C(I!;es there is an indication of a s(,nse of humor. Some pictures might 
well he called the forerUn/leI' or OUr Inodern comic strips. 

Some of the abbreviated figure!'! show the complete body. Others represent only 
part of the hody, with limhs or other parts missing. A eormnon pradice is to omit 
either the arm? or legs and oeeasionally the head. Plate CCLIII illustrates this 
practice. 

At the other extreme are pictures in which appear noL only the complete (llwtOll1Y 

hut also elaborate adornments with, sometimes, useless and unexplainable ace om· 
pt\ninlt~nls. Occasionally there is an extra pair of arml'l, four legs and various other 
anomalou<l combinations. 
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SQUARE-SHOULDERED FIGUHES 

From the an')a covered by this study, square-shouldered figures are found ill 
]:~ Texas counties and one eoullty in New Mexico. Five specimens each are from 
Val Verde County, Texas, and Otl~rn County, New Mexico; two euch from Hudspeth 
and Henderson Countil~s; and ninr. from the remai.ning eOl\nlieK i making u total of 
23 such figures. 

By rererene(~ to Map XI the distribution or this type of figure may be readily 
v i~ua1ized. It is inlereflting to note that the square.shouldered figures o;how up not 
only in the region adjoining New Mexico hut ah;o in five interior couuties­
separated by several hundred miles froro the typical Southwest culture with which 
they seem to be linked. There is a striking similarity between the figures from the 
two regions. 

A~ an illustration, rerf~mIH;e is made to figures 12 and 17, Plate CCLV Ill. The 
form.t~r i!5 from Culherson, the latter from Val Verde Cou IIty. Another outstanding 
exampleii! that from Nolan County, appearing as No. 11, SHllle plate. A square­
shouldered figure appears as far cast as Concho County. Apparently it is Hstride 
a horse, but its position seems to be due to su p(~rirnpo8illg the horse over the lower 
extremities of the human figure. 

Certain conventionalized or abbreviated picl.lnes strongly suggestive of square­
shouldered ligures have becl1induded. OIH.~ of these, No.5, is from pelroglyph 
sitt~ No. l8B, Sutton County. The other is from a small carved stOlle found in an 
open campsite in Williamson County. It is illustrated as No.6. These differ from 
the typical onciO chiefly because of the absence of a head. 

FIGURES IN nn: ROUND 

Presented in Plate CCLTX are 13 .figures in the round, from nine Texm; counties 
and one adjacent in New Mexico. Theile havr. been selected as representative of 
numerous others from the Texm; regIons. Map Xl shows the wide distribution of 
thb form of human representation and indicates that itis r:haraeLeristie of the entire 
Texas picture-writing area. 

Figures of this type appear in bolh pl'ehbloric and historic siles. The unmistak­
able pictures of Europeans are in the sUllle general style, although differing in 
varioufl detail~. (See Plate CCLXXII.) 

The presenee of 8quare-shouldered figure~ in thei nl.erior and round-shouldered 
ones on the western border raises two questiolls: 1. Were the former con­
temporaneoml with the latter'? 2. Were they made by the same people, even 
though at widely separated periods'? The avuilable facts seem to indicate that the 
!lquare"shouldered figures may he older than the figures in the round, and probably 
represent an intrusion from the West. 
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PLATE CCLIX 

IIUMAN 1''lGlIIH:S IN T.1JE ROUND 

Ullman l'epl'''SelllatiOllS in the roll"d un: widely tlistribtltcJ ovcr th" entire 'rex,,,; pi,:tUI'e. 

writing area. 

1. Pdru!l;lyph, Site No. 168, Stephens Cuunty. 
2. l'etro!l;lyph. Sit" No. Il, Hutl'l'toth Coullty. 
it l'i(!l:ograpil, Sil(~ No. 74., Val Ve'nlu COUJlly. 

1,. Petroglyph, Sit<: "II," Ot('1"0 County, New Ml;jxico. 
5. Pictograpll, Sit" No, WO, I'rt1sidio CoulIly. 
6. l'iclo!l;raph. Sit" No. Iliil, Sbw:k,,]ford COlillt y. 

7. Pictograph, Site No. 15S, St':phe'J' Cmlnt.y. 
8. Pictograph, Sitt:' No.2, EI Paso C.otlllty. 
9. l'idogmJlh, ~.:it(: No. 51, Willkler COUJlty. 

l()'. Pkto!l;nlph, ~}ill' No. 2,1, R(:cv,,~ COUllt)'. 

II. Pictograph, Site N,). 6, 111l<i'IHjth COI,"ty. 
12. Picto!l;raph, Silo No. 15:.l. Shackelford County. 
13. Pictograph, Site No. 20, Culherson County. 

I'I.ATI'; cel.x 

Ull~r.AN VICLIHES W1TI1 UI'I{AlSED ARMS 

1. Pictograph, Sitl' No. 88, Val Verde County. 

2. Pictograph, Site No. 1, .1<:1 Paso Count.y. 

:t Pictograph, S.ite No. ISO, Co"<':1",, Count.y. 

'J.. Pictograph, Sit." Nu. ]LIn, G ilJe'8pic: COUllty. 

fl. P,:,tro!l;lyph, Site No. 162, Oldham Coullty. 

6. I'etroillyph, Site No. 1:1, Culberson COlIllI.y. 

7. Pictograph, Site No. YO, V,,] VI,r.!e CO(.lnty. 

8. Pictograph, Sit,., No, 90, Val Verde Coullty. 

Y'. l'ictogl'allll, Sl.it.p No. 96, Val Verde County. 

10. l'i<:'t.ogI'UP,]" Sit", N(). nl, Heal Coullty. 
11. Piclogmpl" Site No. 11,7, Stlll Saha COllnty. 
12. Pielof';raph, Sil.o No. Ii, H\j(I~peth County. 

PLATE CCLXI 

HIIMAN l"IGUHES WI'J'II OliTSTRETCIIIo:D Al{J\lS 

1. Pic\.<'graph, Site No. 1;,0, Condit! Co"nty. 
2. Pictograph, Site No. lBO, I're",id io County. 

3. Piet.ograph, Sil.l:' No. 6, Hudspeth County. 
4. l'ietograph, Site No. C)O, Val Verde COllnty. 

5. Pictograph, Site No. 38, Brew~ter Count.y. 

6. Pi<:l."graplt, Site No. 6(j, Val Verde County. 

PLATE CCLXII 

WIMAN FICIiHES WITI! AI{MS DOWNWAIW 

I. I'i,:to!l;ntplt, Site No. ISO, Concho County. 
2. Pictograph, Site No. W, Val Vrrde Cnunt.y. 
:.I. Pictograph, Site No.2:)" ){I;jCVCS County. 
4,. l'ieLograph, Sit.1;j No. 99, Val Verde County. 
5. Pictograph, Site No.6, HudsJlIl'l.h County. 
6. Pictograph, Site No. 90, Val VClrde County. 
7. Picto!l;raph, Site' No. Hl7, ~lIlton County. 
8. Pictogruph, Site No. 1405, Llullo County. 
9. Pictograph, Site No. 31, Pr€,~jdio County. 

10. Petroglyph, Sito "A," Ot.ero COUllty, New Mexico, 
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POSITIONS OF THE ARMS 

There is 11 great diversity in the placement of the arms of human figures. The 

postures may be grouped into five da!S~es <18 follows: 

1. Arms lIpraiiic,d. 

2. AnnK (mI., !.I.'del, ",d. 
3. Arms downward. 
4,. Anm; akimho. 

S. Artll~ (Ie-ross the budy. 

The figures with upraised arms are variously interpreted. One explanation is that 

the position repre~ented an attitude of supplication; another that it was a gesture in 

dancing. Many or the pictures seem to hear out the latter theory. (See Plate 
CCLX.) 

Figures with outstretched tll'rl)S tln.~ less cOlnrnon, but met with in certain localities. 

No special rea1;()J1 for this p()~lure i;s apparent, except in action pictures where the 

arms are involved in the implIed actio'rl. Some of these include figures apparently 

engaged in the snake dance; oth(~rs extending a hand to an animal, etc. (Sec Plate 
CCLXL) 

Few of the pil!tures show lhe arm.s in their natural position. Most of those that 
poin!: downward <Irc in an ullllatural pOl;ilion, like that of the arms held upward 

to the elbow with the forearms down. There is no apparent dellnite reason for this 

position. Another type is the ~o·called ;;quare-should(~red figure, where the ann 
extends outward to t.he dhow, then t.urn~ 1;harply downward. 

A pO!;lition rarely Inet with, exc(~pt in restricted areas, is that with one or both 

arm;; akimho-lhe hands plac(:d on tlw hip~. In sonIc cases they are turned inward, 

not quite touching thf' hody. Again they Hpp(~al' to he douhlod baek a short distance 

below the shoulder. Charlevoix'''' staLl)s that in Louisiana the Indians represented 

the French with arms set akimbo, to distinguish them Cron) the ~avages, whom they 

represented with arms hanging down. 

In Texas this distinction dOOR not always hold true. Of six sileR wheJ'(~ the arms 

are thus placed, five are historic. 'fhe sixlh appears to he surely prehistoric. At 

four of the sile~ ,ln~ c\'idelH:t~i'\ or Inis~ion influence. II lhuli seelll~ that this position, 

oeeasionall y us(~d ill P reh islori(: 1.i.llle~, was rnuch llIoro eOllllllOIl after lhe eoming 

of the Spallim'(l,,; and inmost caRe~ WUK u;;ed to represent Europeans. 

Rurest of all is the placing of the arms ,u:n)Hli the body. Of four cases noted, two 

are ~hootillg with bow and arrow. One is a reclining figure, and the other that or 
a runner. (See Plate eeLXIV.) 

1l0Char]evoix, Pierre, 'l'ravcls Through Canada and Louisiana to the Gulf of Mexico, op. cit., 
p.304. 
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PLA TE CCLXm 

HUMAN FIGURES WITU ARMS AKIMBO 

1. Pic\.o!l;raph, Site No. 180, Presidio County. 
2. Picto!,;rapll, Site No. 6, lIuds.pt1th County. 
3. Petroglyph, Sit.., ~'C,!>" (:"il,\1<\11IIa, i\I(:xico, 

4. Pictograph, Site No. 96, Val Verde County. 
5. Pictograph, Site No. 180, Presidio County. 
6. Pictograph, Sile No·, lSD, Cl>nc\w County. 
7. Pictograph, Site No. 131, Real County. 
B. I.'icto!';raph, Site No. 180, Presidio County. 
9. Pictograph, Site No, ;'ll , Presidio COUrtly, 

10. Pictograph, Site No. 56. Terre.ll ClIlmty. 
11. Pictograph, Site No. 96, Val Verde County. 

PLATE CCLXIV 

UllMAN FIGURES WIT.II ARMS ACROSS BODY 

1. Pir:tograph, Site No. 150, Concho County. 
2. Picto!,;raph, Site No. ISO, Concho COllllly. 
3. Pictogl'llph, Sit(l No. 27, ,lefT Davi~ Co\mty, 
4, Pt)\.J'oglypb, Site No. 13, Culherson County. 

PLATE CCLXV 

l\T ASKED lHlMAN HEADS, on. HEADS WITH ELABORATE IlEADDHESS 

1. Pictograph, 
2. Petroglyph, 
a. PCI.l'oglypl" 
4. Pictograph. 
S. Petroglyph, 
6. Piel.ogr<lph, 
7. Pictograph, 
R. Pictop;raph, 
9. Pictograph, 

10. P<;troglyph, 
11. Pir.logmph, 
12. P.i(:1ograph, 
1 iI, Piclo!J;raph, 
14. PiCiograph. 

Site No. 2, E1 Paso County. 
Site No. ~" Hll(bpn\.h County. 
Site "A/' Otero County, Now 

Sile No. 2 , El Paso County. 
Site No, 4, lludfipd.h County. 

Site' No. 2', EI Paso C"unty. 
Site No. 131, Real County. 
Sitc No. :1, E.l Pa~o County. 
Sil', "H..," Oloro COllllty, N<lw 
Site "e," Chihuahua, Mexico. 
Site No. 2, El P(I,'<) County. 
Site No. .) 

~, EI Paso, CO\lnty. 
Site No. 23, RnevcH COUnly. 
Sill', No. 2, 1':1 PUi':'iO CnlllHy. 

I.'LATE CCLXVI 

HORN HEADDRESSES 

1. Pictograph, Sitc No. 139, Kimble County. 

Mnxi"o. 

I\lnxi"o. 

2. Pf:!roglyph, Sill: "B," Olern County, New Mexico, 
il. Pieto!J;caph, Site "\I," Otero County, New Mexico. 
4. Picl.Ograph, Site No. 82', Val Verde' County. 
5. Pir:t.ogfllph, Site No.2, El Paso County. 
Ii. I'ielop;raph, Site "Il," Otero COlJllly, New M.exiclJ. 
7. Pictograph, Site No. 14.2, Mason County. 
8. Pictograph, Site No.6, Hudspeth County. 
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PLATE CCLXVn 

FEA'l'lIERHEADDRESSES 

1. Picl.ograph, Site No.3, El 1-'<180 County. 
2. l'(~tn)glyph, Site No. 11, Hudspeth County. 
3,. Pictograph, ~::;,jte No. 1:19, Kimhle County. 
1. Pictograph, Site No.2, El P<I~O Counl.y. 
S. Pir:togruph, S.il.<l No. 74" Val Verde County. 
6. Petroglyph, S;il..~, No. ISll, Bdl County. 
7. Pktogtaph, Site No. )(i2, ()1dllum County. 

HEADDRESSES 

The Indians' love of orn<lrnent, eoupled with a desire to make ceremonial 
oc(:a~i()ns more irnpressive, no doubt led to the extensive wearing of headdresses of 
variou" kind~. That they were con;;idered or importance .is shown by their frequent 
representalion in piclure-wriLing5. Th(~y are divided into three groups: masks, horn 
and feather headdl'eKses. 

The formel- are more prevalent in the extreme western part or the State, a number 
appearing in EI Pal'lO County. A description of certain paintingl'l of masked figures, 
and arehaeologic411 evidence tending to show the manner in which the masks were 
(:onstructed, has been presented by Roberts."t Aeeording to his findings, yuccn 
(lower stalks sometimes were used in makin~ the frarnework for the mask. 

Several of the masks illustrated in Plate CCLXV an~ highly suggestive of such 
construction. Ai mask from Site No. 131, Real Counly, consists of a series of 
triangular chmwnts abovo and at one sido of the head, the mask proper heing 
rectangular in shape. Jt is at a historic site and ;;eems to be the work of late 
Indians, perhaps the Lipan Apaehes, who occupied the region in histor.ical times. 

Feather ht~addl'!~s;;es appear in picluresin various parts of the Slate. Occasionally 
they are shown as ~()-cal1ed "war bonnets," lwt nlon~ ofh~n are suggestive of feathers 
stuck in the hair. Frequently there i5 a lone realhl~r. A few of the headdresses­
like a petroglyph at Site No. 11, Hudspeth CounLy-- show a conventionalization of a 
ma"k and feathers. 

Many of the figure~ wearing feather headdresses are in hi storie sites and appeal' 
to he of no great age. A few, however, are among the ohlt~r paintings. 

Horn he4Hlrhu\~Pt\ often consisL of two hufTalo horns, but occasionally horns of 
other anima]iI. At Site No. 82, Val V{'rde COUI1Ly, is an unUSUHI painting of a figure 
wearing a cleer an[.lt~1' IIt~tHld ress. It has every ind ication of being prehistoric and 
is in a shelter where no {-!viderlct-! of Europmlll contact wa~ found. 

FEATHER DECOHATIONS 

Tn addition to usc in headdrestieti, fealhers served .in various other forms of 
decoration. There arc a number of pictographs representing human figures with 
what appear to be feathers suspended frotn the arms or legs, and used in various 
other manners. Plate CCLXVITT ~hOW8 typieal examples of feathers hanging from 
the elbow and from the sides o[ garments. 

IIJRnhe'tts, Frank 11. H., Jr., op. cit., pp. 2~5. 
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PLATE CCLXVIII 

FEATHER DECORATION 

1. Pmroglyph, Site No. 18, Culberson Coullly. 
2. l'i~tograph, Site No. 74" Val Verde County. 
3 Petroglyph, SiLO No. 172, Culberson County. 
,J., Carved stone, Ilopkin~ (;011 II I.y. 

5. Piclognlph, Site No. 155, Stephens COUllty. 
6. Pictograph, Site No. IH, Val Verde' County. 
7. Pictograph, Site No. 90, Vul Verde County. 
8. Petroglyph, Site Nu. 81, Val Verde County. 
9. J'ietograph, Site No. 23, Reeves County. 

10. Pict.<.lgraph, Site "B," Otero County, New Mexico. 
11. Pictograph, Site No. 73, Val Verde County. 
12. Pictognlph, Site No.. 75, Val Verde' County. 
13. Plul.ograph, Site No. 112, Mason County. 
lA,. Pictugraph, Site, No. 69, Val Verde County. 
15. Pictograph, Site Nu. 84., Val Venl.., County. 
16. Pictograph, Site No. 178, Culberson COllrtly. 
17. Pictogruph, She' No. ]r;1" Shackelford Gmnty. 
18. l'ic.tugraph, Site N .... U, CullHn'soll County. 
]9. Pictograph, Site No. 69,. Val. Verde Co IIIlly. 
2n. Pictograph, Site No. 68, Val Verde' C,)unly. 
21. Pir.tograph, Sile No,. 6\!, Val Verd(:; County. 
22. Pietogf<ll'h, s'ite No. UIO, PJ·e~·idio County. 
23. Pictup;raph, Site No. 90, Val Verde County. 

PLATE CCLXIX 

PHALLIC REPRESENTATIONS 

1. Pictograph, Site No.1, E.I Paso County. 
2. Pictograph, Site No. 14,2, Mason County. 
3,. Pictograph, Site No. 150, COllcho County. 
1 .. Pictograph, Sile No. 154" Shackelford County. 
5. Petroglyph, Site No. ]3, Culherson Count.y. 
6. Petroglyph, Site No. 81, Val Ver,l", Gounty. 
7. Petroglyph, Site No. 50, Ward County. 
8. Pictograph, Sito No. 15<1" Shackelford CounlY. 
\!. Piol.ograph, Site No. ).10, Concho County. 

10. l'etnlP;hph, Site No. 11. Hudspeth County. 
11. Pictograph, Site No. 150, Concho COllllly. 
12. Pictograph, ~il." No. 99, V"I V.:rcl", Coullly. 

I:!. P.ictograpl" Site No. 30, J elf Davis County. 
]4,. I'iclop;raph, Sil.e No. 75, Val Verde Coullly. 

15. Petroglyph, Sile No. 1], Hlltl~petll County. 
16. Pictograph, Sir: No. 9::1, Val Y"rde County. 
17. Pmroglypll, Site No. 50, Ward County. 
lit P"uop;lyph, Site No. 81, Val V,:rd", COllnty. 
19. Pictograph, Silt~ No. J.50, C'mdlO C()unty. 
20. Petrog-]yph, Sit(~ No. 50, Ward County. 
21. Pictograph, S.ite No. 65, Val Verde Co II ,1,1 y. 
22. Pict.ograph, Site No. 61, Val Verde County. 
2:-1. P.iclograph, Site' No. (ir" Val Verde County. 
24. Pictograph, Site No. 155, Stepheno County. 
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2fi. l'i(:logl'aj.h, Sit(, No. 56. Terrell County. 

26. Pictograph, Site No. 88, Val Vt'rde County. 

27. Pi<:lograph, Site No.2, E1 Pa60 Count.y. 

28. Pictograph, Site No. 23, Reeves County. 

29. Piel.ngraph, Site No. 22, Rc'~,"ves Count.y. 

:10. Pictograph, Site No. 1.50, Concho County. 

No. 29 j~ po"~jhly a cysthos. 

PHALLIC Ih~PRESJ.;NTATIONS 

In th~ picture"writings of 14 Texa~ counties arc phallic repnwmtatiOD!5. Of 30 
sueh pictures illu;;lratcd in Plate CCLXIX, eight ure pe<:ked or carved and 22 pain led. 
They are found in both prehistorie and historic iO,il~s. Most of the pictures are eon­
venliorlalized and often lhe phallus is highly exaggerated. 

The fad that the men usually wore little or no clothing in warm weather led 
them nee~f\garily to accept the nude body as a matter of course. Its representation 
in pictures, thererore, was merely to paint themselves as they were. 

Again, as in IlHmy parIs of the Old Word, such pictures may have had a religiou~ 
or symbolieal ;;ignifieanc~, ~ylnbolj;-:ing the generative 01' creaLiv~ prindplein nature. 
Such symholism generally involves and for cmnpletclless should make use, also, of 
Lh(~ eystho!'l. The latter is rarely found in the Texas pictures and never in clear 
unmistakable form. 

THE HUMAN HAND 

In 19 counti~s covered hy r.hb study the imprint or picture of the human hand 
is found on the walls of eaves and sh~lt~rs. The handprints arc made in variou;; 
ways. For eonvel1ie/l(:~ :in reference they are classifIed a~ follow;;: 

1. Positive prints: 
(a) rill presser! 
(b) Impress(:r! and with painttlc\ ].ackground 
(c) Mlltilated and iI1lJJr~~""d 

2. Negative prinl~: 
(a) Puint'Hl huckgnmnd 
(h) Etched or scraper! hackground 

:t Limned hand,: 
(1;1) Realiolic 
(b) Conventionalized 

The typcs or handprintfl and pie{(lres found in the various counties nre indicated 
in the following tabulation; 
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TYPES OF HANDPRINTS BY COUNTIES 

I'";iliv,, T"'",1",ln'; NO~\ilt;Vt~ Hill1lll'l'int~ 

1-·· .- ---
"n{;~~:"'1 Etched or 

Iml'"".",<1 n"~::~:'''(;;''1 {ntl;';;:;.,,,t1 po" III tl~d !':\!~rilp/~d v,,,;;;' BI\ek~~r()11nil Jb(~k}(f()llnd 

Brewster X X X X 

C.onrho X j' X X X X 
".-

J Culberson X _._._ ... -.... -
EI Puso X I X ! X 

._._-

1 1 -I J .. rr Davis X I X 
-1'-'- .----..• - ---

Hudspeth X 
- --.-. ",",,--,,_.' ' 

Loving X 
.. -

Nolan X 

Oldham X 

l'eCfI& 1 --
Presi.diu X 

-
I X Reeves X ._ .. _'_. 

Sun Saba X X -'" -- , ... - :-~-.... 

Shackelford X -- '-1 Stephens X X 

TencH X X X X .. -_ .. -........ 

Upt.on X 

Val V''',·nk .. X X X 

Winkler X 

By reference to the preeeding table it will he noted that the impressed, or posi­
tive handprint;:; are found in 11. counties, as are also the limned hands. The two 
classes or negative prints arc each {olJndin five counties. The impressed hands 
wilh evidence of mutilation arc presenl in five counties. The impressed hand with a 
pai nted hackground appears in only one counly. 

IL is interesting to note that the location" of lhe negative handprinls having etehed 
or scraped background are in five contiguous counties. It lllll!; seerns that this is a 
local trait, centered in a restricted area, and not widespread in the State. The 
relative age of handprints of this type can not be vety defulitely determined. One 
of the siles, No. 29, Jeff Davis County, is hi:;lol'icj yet tlw handprints may helong to 
the prehistoric period. None of the other siles show definite indications of while 
contacts. It seems, therefore, that these printi-J may helnrlg to the late prehistoric 
period. The technique consisted of applying the unpainted hand to the sooty wall 
and then scraping or rubbing away the soot of the background lo make the figure 
of the hand stand oul. No paint was employed. 
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The only case noted of a positive handprint with tJurrounding painted area was 
at Site No. 150, Concho County. The impression of tlH~ left hand was made in 
yellow paint. The area surrounding the hand and wrist was painted in red. 

The ordinary painted background was done by Sphlshing or brushing paint around 
the hand, thus leaving the unpainted print surrounded by a painted area. This 
technique appears more often in historic sites. 

Prints of mutilated hands sometimes ocellI', UH(mlly one finger is missing, rarely 
two. In a few cases, the thmnh is absent. 'I'he mu(jlal.ion may represent the world­
wide practice of sacrifi.t:ing parts of the body to obdurate deities. A pre~ent.day 
Indian, howcver, laughed at the idea and demonstrated to I.he wriler how :such prints 
might be made by holding up a finger, so it would not touch the rock. 

There are no bandprints at. sites hav.ing only very old paintings. Po~ilive prints 
are in some sit(~s that appear to he late prehistoric; hut they arc more common in 
hislor.ie sile~. The fael that some of the prinl.8 are historic is proved by their 
presence at two places where only mi~sion seenl~s Or pktures showing white contact 
are found. They abo are present in H nUlllbl~r of other historic site~. Prominent: 
among these are Nos. 73 and H9, the 1'0 I'Inerin Terrell County, the others in Val 
Verde County. Another indication that they are not very old is the superimposition of 
a handprint over an old, dim painting. An example is at Site No. 65, Val Verde 
County, where the hand was i.mpressed over a painting damaged by spalling of the 
stone. No damage has oCI;urred since the handprint was made. 

Limned hands are those drawn, without placing the hand against the wall. Some 
of these free·hand dnlwings are realistic, but show telltale features proving that 
they are not actual hand imprints. Most of them are exagg'~rated, or convention. 
alized, and often deviate widely from the nalural shapc of the hand. 

Prominent among COllventionalized halld~ are those in petroglyph sites. Most of 
them were pecked with a hammerstone. A few, like those at Site No. 190, Loving 
County, appear to have been chiseled or etched with a sharp implement. 

The prevalence of left hands in eave and shelter impressions is discussed hy 
Srn'ith.o2 An idea as to the relative frequency of right and left handprinlH may he 
gained from 11 tabulation of the numbers at a few representative sites. 

FREQUENCY OF RIGHT AND LEF'r HANDPRINTS 

Sitc No. 
I 

County -------...... .. ._"."._--_._----
4,7 
56 
61 
67 

150 

i 

Bre:wstcT ................ """ .......... " .. " ... . 
T""'rdl 
Terrel! 
Val Verde ............... . 
Concho .......................... . 

Total 

),uft H;ltHI 

30 
13 
35 
)0 
20 

lOB 

o2Smith, Victor J., The Human Haud in Primitive Art, QII. cil., p. 90, Fig. 11. 

Hight Hand 

2 
fi 

II 
12 

30 
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It i~ thought that making the impression of the hand was connected with certain 
ceremonies. They likewi~e may have b('~en made for other purposes. Tn this con­
neetion Marlin'''' makes the following ~lal('~lnellt: 

"Crave" fn:q",mtly IHlve pi(:t.ographs of hand~ ahove or near them, and I;cveral 
illlcrlll,,"t, W'~I'", located in thi~ way. The~e, however, were not found to be infallible 
irulit:(lLiollH of burial. No interments were located in the vicinity of Hoille of them." 

The present. writer'~ ob~ervalion ha" been t.hat halldprint~ uh()vl~ or near burials 
are so few as to suggest mere coincidellce. 

FOOTPlUNTS 

Conventiorwli",ed footprints occasionally are met with in petroglyphs. Some­
times it is difIicult to djstillguj~h between a human footprint and that intended to 
represent the track of a bear. Prominent among such petroglyphs are those at 
Sites No. 4. and 11, Hudspeth County. Similar ones are found at Site "E," Otero 
Counly, New Mexico, and al Sile "C," Chiluwhua, Mexico. Neither of the lattcr sites 
is more lhan 25 miles from the Texas border. 

Oceasionally Lhereis found what app(~aI'S to he the painting of a (;ollventionalized 
boot. (See Plate CCLXX.) Thesc arc from historic sites, No. 139, Kimble County 
and No. 150, Concho County. A Iwar fooL, or conventionalized human foot, with four 
toes i!'l painted on the wall of a small shelter at Site No.2, El Paso County. 

A painting suggestive of a sandal i~ fnund at. Sitn No. H2, Val Verde County. At 
petroglyph Site No. 4" Hud!:\p~th County, are two peeked figures IHtll.:b like shoe traeks. 
At the same site is 11 reali~tjc human footprint with only three toes. 

nMarLin, G. C., Archaeological EXI.lorat.ioll of the ShunIla Cavns, Big Bend Basket Maker 
PIlper8 No.3, Witte Memorial Mu:;'~\'m, San Antonio, ]933, p. 10. 
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l'LA'fE CCLXX 

IMPRESSIONS OB PICTURES OF HUMAN IIANDS AND FEET 

1. l'i~togrl.iph, Site No. 155, Steph'llJ' County. 
2. Pict<.>g;rapit, Site No. 150, Concho COUllty. 
:~. Pictograph, Site No. 150, Concho County. 
4. Pictograph, Site Nt!. 24, Heeve~ County. 
S. Pictograph, Sit(, No. 150, Concho County. 
6. Petroglyph, Silt:l N ... l()O, Loving County. 
7. Peln>glyph, Site "B," Olel'O COllllty, New Mexico. 
B. Petroglyph, Sito "C," Chihuahua, 1\1 t.x i(;o. 

9. p(·,tr·,)glyph, Sile "C," Chil,u"hu", M.exicl.). 

10. PctroJ.\.lyph, Sit" "C," Chihuahua, ·I\lnxic ... 
11. I'DI.l'oglyph, Site No. ~" IIIH.lspc'lh County. 
D. PiGLogl'aph, Sit,~ No. 148, Sa.l'l Saha Cnullly. 
13. Pictograph, Sitn No. 29, Jeff ilavi, County. 

14. Pictograph, Sit" No. 147, San Saha County. 
IS. Pictograph, Site No. 5;~, Uplon CO\lrtty. 

Hi. Petroglyph, Site No. HI, Val Verdt:l C .. unty. 
17. Pi(:tograph, Site No. l.'jO, Concho COUrtty. 

18. Pictograph, Site No. lS2, Nolan County. 
19. Pictograph, Site No. l;lIJ, Kimble County. 
20. Pictograph, Site No. 150, Concho County. 
2.1.. l'ictOAraph, Site No. 82, Val V"rde County. 
22. Pictograph) Site No. ]80, Presidio County. 
2:\. P"tl'oglyph, Sil.<: No.4, 11 \I(bp"l.h County. 
24. i'droglyph, Sit" No. Jl, 1IIId~p"l.ll COllnty. 
25. Petroglyph, Site No.1" Hlltbpel.l> County. 
26. Petl'oglyph, Site "C," Chihuahua, Mexico. 

27. Pictograph, Site No.2, EI Paso C'.>lIlIty. 
28. P"troglyph, Si", "B," Ot,))"o County, New Mexico. 
29. Petroglyph, Site "/\," Ot.ero County, New l\1exi,:o. 

:~O. PetroAlyph, Site No.1\., Hudspeth County. 

PI .. ATE r.CLXXJ 

EVIDENCES OF MISSION INFUIENCE 

1. PictoAraph, Sil!: No. 29, J,·dI Davi. COIIJlty. 

2. Pictograph, Sitn N,). 180, I'r,c.sidio County. 
:\. Pictograph, Sit.) No. 96, Val V"nle County. 
4. Picl.ugl'Ullh, Site No. 150, COlldlO County. 
5. Pictograph, Site No. 150, Com:h" County. 
6. Pictograph, Site No. 3H, Brew'icr COllnty. 
7. Pictograph, Site No. 73, Val Ver.J" County. 
ll. Pictograph, Site Nu. 117, San S(lha County. 

9. Pietograph, Site No. 56, Terr"n County. 
10. PictOl-lrllph, Site No. S6, Terrell County. 
11. Pictograph, Site No. 89, Val Verde Coullty. 
]2. Pictograph, Site No. Sr., Terrell Counly. 
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MISSION AND OTHER ElJROPEAN INFLUENCES 

In region!; about the old mission .. itefS .in T!~xas one find" evidences of European 
contacts in the Indian picture-writings. Ii i1' hUL Illltural that a highly developed 
culture planted in the midst of a primitiv!! people would makc a profound im­
pression on Lhe primitive mind. It is logieal to suppose that Lhe things which 
impressed lhem most would be the things repn~sented in pictures. HelH:e, one might 
well expect sudl p.h:tures to appear soon after the arrival of tlw white lnan. 

A great many of these hi~todt: paintings undouhlt~dly l'(!sultec/ from the inlluenee 
of the Spani~h missions. Other~ may not owe their origin lo the missions, but may 
be due to general white eontacts. 

THE MISSIONS 

In order to gain a better hka of the possible origin of the pietu res carrying 
evidence of while (:0Ill[l(:t8, a brief accollnt will be given of SOlne of IJH~ missions 
with which the Indian~ under discus[;ion camt~in touch. It is not intended to give a 
complete history of t.he missions; onl y ~()me i nf ormation about them t.o indicate 
ways in which the Indians may have been led t.o paint pictures of them. Sinc:c the 
only places where such paintings have heen preserved are in Cenlral and West 
Texas, only such missions will be mentioned aR may have inJluenced the T ndianR in 
these regions. The missions in South and East Texas are excluded because either 
the absence of rock bluffs in these regions left no proper surfaces for pictures, or 
the heavy rainfall has destroyed them. 

Thc intimate relation existing between the locations of the mjssions and the 
rnission-inOuem.:ed pictographs Hlay he v.i!luuli)lcd hy u glance at Map XV. The 
seven counties eontaining such pieture!'i an:: all within easy reach of one or more 
m.issions. Three other counties where pict.ures show evidence of European .inHuence, 
but no definite mission ideation, are Ukewi~e adjacent to missions. It would thus 
seem that most, at least, of the historic JHtilltings owe their motivation to the mission!>. 

In the extreme west, influencing the Indians of the EI Paso region, were sevcral 
missions. Nuestra Scnora de Guadalupe, located 1% miles west of the Rio Grande 
at EI Paso, was established in 16.19. It took six years to complele the permanent 
building. Also on the Mexican sidc of the Rio Grande, ~6 miles below El Paso, 
was Nuestra Padre San Francisco de lOll Sumas Mission. It was established prior 
to IG80. On the Texas side of the river, at the present town of Ysleta, Mission San 
Antonio de Ja Isleta was establi;,;hed in 16l:l2. The name WM taken from its predecessor 
ill New Mexico_ 

A rni>lsion at Presidio del Norte, then known as La Junta, was in exi~terH.:e before 
1670. It was located aeross the river horn present Pn~sidio, Texas. That immediate 
vicinity became an aclive mission ccnte~ as early as 1 Gl:l3. By 171 .1 IJH~re were 
nine missions. 

These missions ministered to eight "nations" of illdian". Some of theRe small 

sub-tribes probably were Apaches; others may have been Jumanos. One account, 
in 171 fI, !;tated that the Indians were "gentle, docilf\ kind and agricultural--alfw 
warlike." This might suggest that they were Jurnanos. There is the further state­
ment that the Indians at the missions around La Junta "mixed or met with many 
other peoples." Thus it is easy to see how the Indiall~ in Presidio County, Brewster 
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County, and other adjacent Texas counties might have come in touch with the missions. 
The Indians were friendly to the miS8ioll~ in that section up until 1783. 

A pJ'(~8idio and two missions Wf:rt~ eslablishf:d around the close of the seventeenth 
ecntury Oil lh(~ Hio Grande below the present town of Eagle £lag:;. The missions, 
San Juan Bautista and San Bernardo, though located in Coahuila, were closely 
associated with the early devf:lopment of Tt"xas. The mission influence undoubtedly 
reached for a eonsiderahlt~ dis[anee up the river, and might ,'asily aceount for 
mission pietures in Val Verde and Terrell COllnlif:s. Then aftf:r 1772 the San Saba 
Mission was moved helow the Rio Grande, south of thf: cave region in Val Verde 
County. 

I n January, 17()2, Sail Lorenzo Pn~!Sidio was eRtablished hy Franciscan monks. 
Itil location was at the hf:adwaterR of Rio San Joseph, now Nueees River, in the edge 
of Edwards County, about 40 miles northwest of UvaldF. Twenty soldiers guarded 
thf: place. Some two weeh later its companion mission, Nuestra Senora de la 
Candelaria, was founded about 1;; milf:s down the river and on the opposite side 
of the ~tream. Its loeation was at thf: prellcnt village of Montell, Uvalde County. 
The mission wa~ founded for thf: Lipan Indians, aftf:r they had he en frightened 
away from San Saball1ission by the hostile Comanches. The mission was founded 
at the requf:sl of Chief Texa, or Turnio, who had a following of some 300 people. 
The mission was attached to those of the Rio Grande. 

In 1766-67 the Comanches Oil three occasion .. attacked San Lorenzo Mission. In 
the final raid they killed and captured more than 30 Lipans and captured a large 
nlJmber of horses. 

Chief Texa and his people deserted the mission prior to 17G7-after a stay of 
less than five years. Their df:parture resulted ill the rn,issioll heing ahandoned.o4 

The San Saba Mission. was estahlishf:d in 1757 011 the San Saba River, one mile 
above the present town of Mf:nard, Menard County. It was huilt for the Lipan 
Apat:hes. The pn~Hidio, San Luis de las Amarillas, abo was founded in 1757. 

On Murch 2, 175H, the Comanches, assistc~d by the Wichita and other allies, stolf: 
about 60 horses from the San Saba MisRion. Two wf:eks later, a large force of 
these mounted Indians Wf:re adrnitted into the mis"ion grounds on the pretense of ,l 

hicndly visit. They thf:lI mlndered many of the mission inhahitant" and set fire 
to the building... Most of the Lipan Indian:; e~eaped when they l';aw the Comancheil 
approaching.no 

After the deslnwLion of the m;~sion thf: pre;;idio was strengthened and served as 
both fnrt and mission. 

In 1766 Marques de Rubi inspected thf: frontier missions. Due to a number of 
encounLers with the hostile Indians, he reeonnnendcd that San Saba and San Lorenzo 
missions be abandoned. 'rhe former aeeordingly was abandoned in 1768 and 
moved south of the Rio Grande. 

O'iBoIton, H. E., Article in Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico, BlIlIetin 30, B\lreau 
of American Ethnology, Pan 2, Washington, 1910, p. 92. 

or.Bollon. 11. Eo, Handhook of American Indians North of Mexie .. , op. cit., p. 452. 
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It may be noted in passing that the San Suha Mission was located only some 40 
miles south of pictograph Site No. lSO, CondlO County, where certain mission seenes 
arc painted on the bluff. 

BeLween 174,6 and 171\.9, threemis~i()ns wore set up on the San Xavit~r, now known 
as San Gabriel River, about nine miles northwest of Rockdale, lVIilam County. 
Among the tribes sheltered there were the Yojllant~, Mayeyt., l.\rl(l Tonkawa. A siege 
of smallpox and raid1:\ hy the Apaches almost ruined the morale or the missions. 
San Ildcfonso, one of the mii;sions at the ::;ite, served the llidai, Arkokisa and 
Deadose tribes. A few wonths after the epidemic the .Indians at this mission 
deserted and joined cerlain East Texas tribes against the Apaehes. They Jaler 
returned and ealnpcd ncar the San Xavier Mission. When the last HlisslOn was 
abandoned, in 17.50, the soldiers were transferred to the San Saba Mission.''') 

The several missions around San Anton.io, Bexar County, although further removed 
from the pictograph area, exercised eonsiderable influence over an eXlensive region. 
Most of these missions were founded between 1722 and 1731. They continued active 
for some 70 years. 

The follow.ing is an example of incidents that sometimes arOi:ie. On June 7, 1737, 
all the Indians deserted Mission San Francisco de Ia Espada. The missionaries insisted 
that the exodus was due to fear of the Apaches. But tIl(-) Indians and soldiers 
claimed it resulted from mi"lrealrnenLiVlo;;t of lh(~ Indians ultimately were brought 
haek to the mission. D7 

The missions were attu<.:ked sometimes hy hostile Indians and at other time!; 
were deserted by the mission Indian". Bolh events furnished potential reasons for 
the subsequent painting of mis8ioll scenes by the Incliansinvol ved. SonIC of the 
paintings may have been made by individuals from either group. But it seem;; 
likely that most of them were the work of former mission Indians. Hav.ing spent 
some time in a mission, and thus become familiar with its various activities, the 
refugee had first·hand knowledge from which to draw. On the olher hand, members 
of 11 raiding party would soem less likely to take nole of the details frequently 
included in such pictographs. 

DOBoltOIl, H. E., Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico, op. cit., p. 780. 

H1Bo!LOll, op. cit., p. 435. 
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M TSSION PAINTINGS 

The miSSIOn building itself, with a rugged beauty of architecture that may have 
impressed the savage mind, was a favorite subject for the artist. Pictures of nine 
snch buildings have been found in six countie~-Brewstcr, Concho, Jeff Davis, 
Pre8idio, Terrell, and Val Verde. Some of the painLi ngR are greatly simpli fled, 
but their identity i15 unmi~takahle. Six of them feature the cross quite prominently; 
three show three cro~~es cach, one has two crosses, and the other nnly one. 

In most ea15ei5, but one misi5ion huild ing appears at each of the pictograph sitefi. 
But at Site No. So, Terrell County, there are three separate buildings pictured in 
do~e proximity. At three of the other sites are group paintings of two and five 
"compartments" in a building. This probably is an abbreviated method of repre­
senting several buildings. It seems significant dUlt the group of five-in-(me if; 
Ioc<ILed in Presidio County about 25 miles from the scat of Hlission activity at 
La Junta, or Presidio del Norte. 

Four of the pictured buildings emphasize the small arches in the towers. The 
best illustration of this type of drawing is at: Site No. 29, .lefT Davis CounlY 
(Plate CCLXXI). In thal drawing are 2G of the openings, 20 of them arranged in 
groups of four eaeh. An equal-armed cross is formed between eaeh four of them. 
This suggests a hlending of the prehistoric use of the equal-armed cross with that 
of the Christian cross. 

In two of the other huildingi; appear rows of seven and nine painted dots (Plule 
CCLXXI, tj, and 10). 'rhese probuhly are simplified representations fot' the above 
menLioned openings. 

What may depict the hurning of San Saha Mission is the presence at Site No. 150, 
Concho County, of a large splotch of hlack paint over part of the red mission 
picture. The black may syrnboli;l,e smoke rising from the burning huilding, or 'iL 
may be merely an ordinary superimposed picture, 

Another unmistakable evidence of mission innuence is the painting of a human 
figure carrying one or more crosses. Striking illui;trations are found at Sites No. 
56, 73, and 117 in Terrell, Val Verde, and San Saba Countie", Two of these show a 
eros;;; above, and resting on, the head. The other man wears a hat which, taken in 
comhination with the neek, also forms a cross. Two represent the priest holding a 
cross in each hand; another Kh()w~ the cross beside the man, about to htl grasped 
in the hand; a fourth has a row of four: Hll1all crosses bCi;ide the priest, ranging 
frolH the shoulder to the top of the head. 

AUention .is called to a pidure, from SHe No. 56, Terrell County (Plate CCLXXI, 
12), that seems to be a eomposite of a man and mission building. It embodies a 
number of features found in paintings from both these themes, 

Onc painting, apparently showing mission inlluen(;e, is that of the devil (Plate 
CCLXXI, .5). It is so unlike any of the others as at first to arOUse suspicion regard­
ing its authenticity. But a careful examination seems to justify the assumption that 
it is a genuine Indian work. hi!'! a representation of the devil wilh horns, an 
arrow-tipped tail ,UH] a(;companied by a pitchfork. No arms are shown. Coming 
from Site No . .ISO, Coucho County, il suggests that the artist who painted it was a 
former neophyte in the nearhy San Saha Mission. 
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OTHER HISTORIC PICn:RES 

There an~ many other examples of pielure-writin~ showing European contacts_ 
Prominent. among these arc paintings and carvings of horses. Approximately 45 
per cent of' the realistic historic pictures are of these, to the Indians, newly­
acquired and important animals. More than half of the horses have riders; many 
are unaccompanied by human figures; a few have packs on the hack; one may 
possihly he hitched to a so-called stage (~oar:h. Some or the riders are white men, 
wearing hM!!l; other;) arl' Indians, with ff~ilt.hel' headdn~~i;f~~. Tn only a few cases 
arc ~addl(·~" shown on t.he horses. Most. of the rirlers apparently arc bareback. 
This may lu~ due in part to the arti!'lts' usual practice of dispensing with detail!>. 

The technique employed in drawing horses varies somewhat. About 60 per 
cent of them are painted a solid color, usually red. The otlwrs arc merely outlined, 
with borders ranging from one-half to one inch wide. Tn Kimble, Heeves and Val 
Verde Coulities all the horses noted are repre~ented in outline; in E1 Paso, San 
Saba, amI Winkler Counties Ihey are painted in full; in Concho, Oldham, and 
Terrell Counties hoth stylel'l are found. Featl1re~ common to .rnost or them are 
long, slim bodies and poorly executed heads. O(:cagionall y the legs are omitted; 
hut in 111()~1 (:aol(~S they consist of :nlcre "pegs." Usually tlH: ear~ are indieated, and 
ill one eas(~ the mane WWl shown. 

The human fi~Ul"es representing nH~rnbeTs of the whit(·~ raee are varied in technique. 
A few are quite realistic:; many are simpliJied. Certain of the headless ligures may 
he identifif:d as women, hy the presence of skirts. It ha~ heen ~tated"" that a headlesl'l 
figure reprc!;ented II person killed hy the Ind.ians, while one with the head was 
taken captive. Hut th.is does not ~eeln to hold true in Texas. More often the men 
were killed and the WOlTIfHI made captives. Othe!' writers have sugge~td that any 
headless figure represented a WOlluln, and that only men were pictured with heads. 
In Texas p ictul'e-wr.itillgs the women, too, sometimes had heads. 

The positiom; of the arms have been discussed under lhal Apeeial heading. 

Tn the realistic pictlJres om~ frequently secures information re~ardin~ the kind 
of clothes worn and other details of in leI' est. The figure apparently or an army 
ofIieer (Pble CCLX X 11, 10) show~ not only the eoal and epaulets, but likewise 
the bllttOll~ down the front of the uniform, and a pipe in the hand. The artist then 
deviuted from accuracy of detail by showing one hand with six finp;t~rs and the 
other with four. Thi::; picture wa~ at a f;ilr ~h()wing mission inHuenee. 

Some of Ihe painting~ of whit(~ men combine certain Indian-like features. One 
figure (Plate CCLXXII, 9) wearing a hat and with arms akimbo, has what appears 
to be an animal-tail dangling from the side; Thb ~ugge;;t.s 11 skin garment with 
the tail left. in place, lind .is only a step from the pioneer coon-skin cap with the 
La i I for a tassel. 

One picture (Plate CCLXX II, H) ~hows an abbreviated figure, probably a woman, 
holding whal: appears to he an iron kettle. 

I"Churlev,.>ix, Pierr(~, Tr<lvd~, Throlli-\h Canada and Lnlli~iana to the Gulf of Mexico, O{l. de., p. 3M·. 
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!'LNfl!: CCLXXII 

PICTOCl{APJI~ ~1I0w INC W.H ITE MEN, HOnSES AND OTH ER 

EUIWl'l';A NIN FUJENC:ES 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
Ii. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
II. 
12. 
1a. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
HI. 

I'ietogl'llph, Sit., No. 150, Concho County. 
I'ictogruph, Sit\> No. 2:) ", Reeves COllnty. 
Petroglyph, Site No. 162, Oldham COllnty. 
Pietograph, Site No. lSO, Cond ... County. 
Pictograph, Site No. 66, Tenull County. 
Pictograph, Site No. 56, Terrell C:oullty. 
Pietograph, Site No. 5], Winkler COtillty. 
Pictograph, Site HB," Otero Cc'>ll11ty, N",w Mexico. 
Pictograph, Site No. 90, VI.I Verde County. 
PieL')graph, Site No. 89, Val Verde COllnty. 
Pictograph, Site No. :ll, Presidio County. 
Pictograph, Site No. 31, Prl:'sidio COllnty. 
Pictograph, Site Nt). 150, Concho COllnty. 
Pictograph, Site No. 56, Terrell C:ollnty. 
Pictograph, Site No. 2, EI Puso COllnty. 
Pictograph, Site No. 162, OI<l)I;I1lI COllnty. 
Pictograph, Site No. 147, San Saha C:o II Illy. 

Pictograph, 8itn No. 89, Val Vl"'rle Cnllllly. 

FIG. 279. GUIDONS, BANNEltS AND FLAGS 

J. Pietograph, Site No. 2:1, Reeves County. 
2. Pic:l.ograph, Site No. 150, Concho County. 
:'1. Petroglyph, Sitt., No. iI" Hlldspeth County. 
4. Pictograph, Site No. 1.'>0, COIH,ho COllnt.y. 
5. Pictograph, Sit.; No. 150, Condit) COllnty. 
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GUIDONS, BANNEHS ANP FLAGS 

In three Texas eounties are paintings and carvings of what appear to bc banners 
and flag~. Thrce of the pictographs an~ at Site No. ISO, Concho County, along 
with other historic paintings. That site, as previously stated, is located some 4,0 
miles north of the San Saha Mission, which was established in 1757 and abandorH~d 
in 176B. The Indians who painted the flags prohably had seen the Pre~idio San 
Luis de las Amarillas, near the San Saba Mission, and been .impressed hy the 
eolon; flying in the breeze. 

A petroglyph at Site No .. \ Hudspeth County, has a striking rei:\f~mblance 10 a 
guidon; hut th.is m.ay he a coincidence. Thfn'c i!; no definite t~videnr:e of white 
contacts at that site, although the presence of human masks would seem to indicate 
that the peeked designs may have been late prehi!:ltoric or early historic. If the 
latter, the Indian" may have been in contact with the Spanish Ini!;l;ions and soldiers 
near El Paso. Such contact would explain the presence of thc guidon. 

The nag-like painting at Site No. 2:-1, Reeve!:l County, probably also is historic, 
since at that site is a simplified figure of a horse. 

In di~cussing whiteinOuenecs, Sloan llnd LaFarge!)i1 make this statement; 

" ... Til,) Plains Indians have I'een quick to take up new elements, whik fitting 
them into their older type:i, iiO tkl! it is diHiclilt to draw the lint) between what is 
and what i8 not truly Indian, Tht:ly be~an depicting; horses and American /lags long 
ago. Th", criterioll hUH 1.0 he largely one of taste, and of the Indian feding .... " 

WEAPONS 

To the Indians weapons were necessary for securing food and proteeting their 
lives. Hence, it is easy to understand why weapons frequently occur in pkture­
writings. 

A,TLATLS ANP SHAF'l'S 

One of the early weapons was the atlatl. Although it;; Ui!'\e precf'ded that or the 
bow and arrow, the two were long used contemporaneouflly. Thi" rael. is borne out 
by certain Hl'Chaeologicnl evidence, supported by lht~ oecurrence of both weapons in 
picture·writings that appear to he of approximaldy the same age. Fiually, however, 
the atlatl wa;,; supplanted hy the bow. As a rei:\ult the late prehislorie pictures Rhow 
bows and arrows but no atlatls. 

Pearce's t~xten8ive work in the "hurnt-rock mounds" (rniddcns) of Central Texas 
haH revealNI the long continued use of the spear and the dart and allatl lly (~arly 
inhabitants of lhat region before the appeanulce of the bow aud arrow. In the 
olde:'Il .lUd deepe~t of the~e middellB, gelluine arrowpnints arc found only .in the 
rclntivdy shallow upper ~tratLJm, whil(~ the much deeper and more extensive lower 
!'ltmta contain olIly the hmlvy elmt and !-lpearheads. (See Vol. IV, p. tl9, Hul. Tex. 
Arch. and Pal. Soc" 1932.) 

gOSloan, John, and La Farge, Oliver, Introduction to American Indian Art, The Exposition of 
Indian Tribal An~, Inc., New York, 1931, p. 25. 
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Reference to Map XVI will show the distribution of atlatls, hows and arrows in 
T(~xas picture-writings. The bow and atlatl occur in the pictures of seven counties; 
the bow alone in nine counties. 

Plate CCLXXIII illustrates the various types of possihle allatls. Many of the 
pictures undoubtedly represent this weapon; others, being simplified or eonvention" 
alized, arc in doubt. Nos. 1, 6, 13, 17 and 24 appear to be vif'WI; of the atlad with 
its dart in p1aee. Nos. 25 and 26 represent human figure!; in the act or thl'()wing the 
projectile by means of the atlall. Nos. 2, 4, 11 and 21. show a convenliorlalj;r,ed 
form of thi" deviee. In No. 21 are three lines, !mggestive of projectiles, that lend 
support to thi!; assumption. Nos. 7, S, 16, 19, 20 and 23 !;how varialion~ of what 
seems to he the Mme type of weapon. In eaeh ease lhe spur, in sOl11e form, is present. 

Another feature of sOme of these drawings is the presence of knobs or attach­
ments. (See Nos. 1 and 2.) It is possible that the attachment may represent a 
projection on the handle to facilitate a firm ~rasp of the weapon, and prevent it 
from slipping throu~h the hand. Or it may have been an attachment to give added 
weight. 

The projectiles likewise preRenL an intere~ting study. 
ized as to be unrecognizable if not aRsociated w iLh a 
are realistic. 

Many arc so conventional­
companion device. Others 

Attention is directed to No. 12, which j!; !5uggel'ltive of an atlall bunt point-a 
llhaft with a hlunt wooden head in lieu of a Jlinl projectile point. The pictograph 
is the only one of its kind observed by the writer. Arehaeolo~ical specimens of this 
type have been found in West Tex.as caves by SetzlerlOo and ]<lebon. JOt The former, 
from a eaVe in Presidio County, has been d(~finitdy dassified as an atlatl bunt point. 
The latter, from a cave in Culberson County, is 8maller, haR the remains of attached 
feathers; and dlUfI raises a question as to whether it was for use with a bow or 
an atlall. Since, however, G.udner and Martin IC)" report a light atlatl that might 
well be used wilh small reed :'lhaflS, there is a po,,!;ihility that the Culberson County 
Rpedrnen lnay have been so uRed. No. B has a noek and is much like one illustrated 
hy Gardner and Marlin. 

lOOSctzlcr, F. M., Prehistoric Cuve Dwellerg of Te)1(\~, op. cit., p. 56. 

JOlhcbon, A. '.1'., Exploration of Certain Sites in Culbersoll COlillty, TI'X(tH, Te.xllH A)"ehacologkal 
and Palenntologie/ll So"jety, Y,.11. 9, Ahi I'~ne, Sepl,mlllP)", 19:n, )Ip. 162-163, 186, J 89. 

102Gardner, Fletcher, ami Martin, G. c., A New Type of Al.lat.l from a Cave Shelter on the 
Rio Grande Ncar Shumla, Val V,,'rilfl County, Texas, Big Bend Basket Maker Pape1'6 No.2, W.ine 
Memorial M1l8~\Im, Sun Antonio, 19111.\, pp. 15-11'1. 
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PLATE CCLXXIlI 

POSSIBLE .A'l'LATLS AND DARTS 

1. Plctngral'l" Site No. 61, 'rendl County. 
2. PtJlro/41yph. Site No. 40, Brewster County. 
3. Petroglyph, Sito No. ~O, Brew;;!.':!, COllnty. 
,1 .. Pjeto>lrapli, Sile No.6'], Val \erde County. 
5. Pictograph, Site No. 61-, Val Verde County. 
6. Pietngraph, Silu No. 60, Val Y<'1"<1I) COllnty. 
7. l'icl.()l;rupli, S.ite N( •. lAO, Gille~p.ie County. 
fl. Pictograph, Site No. 6H, Val V~rde County. 

9. 
10. 
lL 
12. 
1.1. 
14. 

Pictograph, Sit.e No. '1 SO, Concho County. 
l'ido/4fuph, Site No. :I SO, Concho County. 
Pictograph, Site No. fa, Val V,'rdo County. 
Pictograph, Sile No. 84, Val Verde County. 
Pich'l;rUph, Site No. 71, Val Verde County. 
Pktograph, Site No. ()\l, Val Verde County. 

IS. Pictograph, Sit', No.6], TelTell County. 
Hi. Pkt<"l;raph, Sile No. 61, Terrell County. 
17. Petroglyph, Site Nil. GO, Wanl County. 
Ill. Pdrog;lyph, Sit" "Il," Otero C<nmty, N'JW Mexi(:(l. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24·. 

20. 
27. 

Pictol;raph, Site No. lHO, Prcsid.io County. 
Pictograph, S.il." No. N, Val Verde CouJUy. 
Pid"'gra)"h, :::>.il." No. :31, Presidio County. 
Petrol;lyph, Site No. fiO, Wanl County. 
Pet!"('l;iyph, Site No. 50, Ward c.ollmy. 
Pictograph, Site No. 69, Val Verde County. 
Pi':l.o>lrapl" Site No. 69, Val Verrle County. 
l'ictol;l"aph, Site No. Tl, Val Venle County. 
Petroglyph, Site N .... 1, Hudspeth COllnty. 

PLA TE CCLXXIV 

CONVENTIONALIZED AND HEALISTIC BOWS AND AHHOWS 

1. Petroglyph, Sill" N(.I. 50, Ward County. 
2. Pivt ... graph, Site "13," Otero County, N"w Mcxieo. 
3. Pictograph, Sil.e No. 23, Reeve. County. 
4. PictograJlh, Site No. 31, Presidio County. 
S. Pi(:logl'aph, Sjtc No. l[)[), SI.HpheJls COllnty. 
fl. Petroglyph, Site No. so, Ward County. 
7. Pictograph, Site No. 51, Winkler County. 
H. Pic!.ol;l"aph, Site No.2, El 1',L;;O COllnty. 

9. Pictograph, Sit,~, No. 150, <:'on<.:ho County. 
10. Pictograph, Site No. 61, l\:rrcH County. 
11. Pictograph, Site No. lOS, Edwards County. 
12. Pjctop;raph, Site No. 90. Val Verde County. 
I.'!. Pictograph, Si!.e No. 27, Jeff Davis County. 
14. Pictograph, Sile No. ISO, COllcho County. 
IS. Pictograph, Site No. 1.50, C<)O(.:iw County. 
16. Pictograph, Sit(, No. 62, Terrell COllnty. 
17. Pictogrllph, Sit.e No. 90, Val Verde Count.y. 
18. Pictograph, Site No. S6, Terrell County. 
19. Pict.ograph, Site No. 76, Val Verde County. 
20. Petroglyph, Sit(1 No. 190, Loving County. 
21. Pictograph, Site No. 1.'19, Kimble COUTlty. 
22. Pictograph, Site Nc.>. 64" Val Verde County. 
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PLATE CCLXXV 

SO·CALLED RABBIT STlCKS OR 'f/'IROWING CLtlBS 

1. Piel.ogruph, Site No, IH, Val Verde Cuunty. 

2. l'ictognlph, Site No. 65, Val V"'l'de County. 
3. Pictograph, Site No. 29, Jelf Davis County. 
1,. l'ietograph, Site No. lOS, Edward~ County. 
5. I'ietog!'al'h, Site No. 65, Val Verde County. 
6. Pictograph, Site No. 23, Reeves County. 
7. Pictograph, Site No. 90, Val Verde County. 
8. Pietograph, S.il" No. 62, Ter!'!)ll County. 
9. Pictogwph, Site No. ]50, CondlO County. 

10. Petro!(lyph, Site No. 18, Culberson CounlY. 
11. Pi(,tngraph, Site No. 66, Val Verde County. 
12. Pictograph, Site No. 68, Val Verde County. 
13. Pictol-lraph, Site No. 154" SluwkcIford County. 
H. Pictograph, SilC No. lOH, Edwar"~ County. 
15. l'i<:tograph, Silt) No. H1" Val Yerde County. 

Bows AND ARROWS 

In Plate CCLXXIV are illustraled varioufl forrn~ of the bow and arrow. Many of 
the weapons are represented in the hands of men. Seve~al pictures show the arrow 
as it is about to leave the bow. A few, however, show the bowman in t.he aet of 
drawing the bow. 

The arrowshafLs are interesting. Some show attached projectile points, while others 
seem Lo represent sharpened wooden foreshafts or one"piece arrows. Several of the 
shaftiS are pictured bent or broken. No. 1 shows an arrow, with bow attached, pene­
trating a snake. A cord-like projcetioll extends beyond the snake. The various methods 
of indicating the feathering of the arrow appeal' to be merely different degrees of 
conventionalization. 

RABBIT STICKS OR THROWIN(; CLIJBS 

There are some pictures reprcl;enLing the typical rabbit stick. Many of these have 
the shape of the average ardmcologieal sped men of the region. A few are straight 
and may be ordinary clubs, rather than rabbit sticks. 

Several human figures hold rabbit stick;.; in the.ir hands. These may furnish an 
inkling as to the use of the implement. In three eases there is nothing in the opposite 
hand. This suggests that the stick was about to be thrown. But in three other pietures 
the rabbit stick is in one hand and the bow and arrow in t.he other. Another figure 
clasps the rabbit stick in one hand and a hafted fltone in the olher. These pieturcs 
seem to imply different uses fol' the implement. 

Where the stick appears in association with the bow and arrow, it seems unlikely 
that the former was to be thrown. The question then arises as to whether it may 
have served, like a shield, for warding off rniiSsilefl of the enemy; or was called into 
play to kill wounded animak 
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In this connection Kicklcr and Guel'l1seylO:l mention that "The sculptures of Chichen 
Itza frequently depicted these clubs, usually ill the hands of warriors who also 
carry allatls and <lllall spears." It seeills significant that the Texas pictographs 
indicate a use similar to that in Yucatan. Marti n Ill,' suggests that the rabbit stick 
m.ay have been used "at close quarters to finish off enemies or animals merely 
wounded by the atlatl javelin." 

Stephen state" that the Hopi elllployed the rabbit ;;tick in war, <Ind that it could 
"be thrown so as readily to break an arm or leg and kill if it "trike an cne.my in the 
forehead. But it is most efficient to be thrown at un enomy drawing his bow or 
aiming; it is hurled so as to strike the bow, and the Hopi rush in and spear the 
enemy before he {can recover." (Stephen, A. M., Hopi .lourll"l, Edilt~d by E. C. Par· 
sons, Columbia University, New York, lY~(), Pt. 1, pp. Y9, LOO.) 

Attention is called to Plate CCLXXV, 1, 5 and 12, that show groove~ in the dubs. 
The lattcr picturc features !;lUall group;; of fourirwi;;ed lines, typical of certain 
archaeological spemimen15 in The University of Texas Anthropology Museum. 

PROJECTILE POINTS AND PROJECTILES 

Projectiles and projeetile points are not ('ommonin Texas picture.writings, but 
a few appear in ] 2 counties. A numher of the points in the petroglyps of Hud· 
speth and Culherson Counties are vory realistic and unlike tbose found elsewhere 
in Texas. The usual pictured proj ectile point is ltltleh eonventiollalized. This is 
indicated by Plate CCLXXVI, 9, 13 and 19. 

Nos. 1, 10, and ]4., same plate, seem to represent speari5 or darts to he thrown hy 
hand. OLhel' projectiles are shown in the hands or Europeall figures. Thoso pictures 
tend to show Lhe manner in which the J nd.ian comhined his old ideas and practices 
with those taken over by him from the whiLe man. 

loaGlIernsny, S. J., and Kidder, /I. V., Bask~t-Maker Caves of Northeastern Arizona, p,\per~ of 
the Peahody MII,clIlll of American An:l"lcology and Ethnology, Vol. VIII, No.2, Camhridge, 

1921, p. 89. 

l04Martin, G. C., Ardiaeological Exploration of the Shumla Caves, op. cit., p. 31. 
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PLATE CCLXXVI 

PHOJE.C'I'ILES AND PRO.JECTlLJ<; POINTS 

1. Pictograph, Site No. Mo, Val Verde Counly. 
2. Petl'Oglypll, Site No. 11, 1I11dHpcth COl1ll1y. 
:3. l'etro)l;lyph, Site No. 11, Uud~plli.J. County. 
4,. Petroglyph, Site No. 11, Hudspelh CounlY. 
5. Petl'o!-\Iyph, Site No. 11, Hu.isIH;th County. 
6. Petroglyph, Site No. 1l,Hud~petJ. C:Ollrlty. 
7. Pietogral'h, Sitc No. IS6, BlIrnet County. 
8. Petroglyph, Sile No. lil, ClIlIlI:,r""m County. 
9. Pictograph, Site No. 140, Cill"",,,ie County. 

10. PiGtograph, Site No. 76, Val Verde COllnty. 
11. I'etro/.\Iyph, Sill' "B," 01.,,1'0 COIJllty, New 1VI.cxico. 
12. PClroglyph, Site No. ll, 1111d~pclh County. 
1.'1. Pietograph, Site No.1 SO, Concho County. 
]4,. Pictograph, Site No. :111, Brew'ter COUllty. 
IS. Petroglyph, Site No.1], Uudspelh Counly. 
16. Pidognll)h, Sitr, No. :11, Presidio COllnty. 
) 7. l'ieto/.\raph, Site No. 22, Reeves Counly. 
Hi. Pictograph, Site No. 147, SUIl Saba COllnty. 
1'). Pictograph, Sitc No. ISO, Concho County. 
20. Petroglyph, Sile No. Bl, Val Verric County. 
21. Petro)l;iyph, S.ite No. 50, Ward County. 
22. Pictograph on buffalo ~eapula, Texas Plains. 
2:\. PieiograpJ., Sit" No. 62, Terrcll County. 
21,. Picl IIgra I'll, Sit<, Nn. 1S0. Concho County. 

FTr.. 2HO. PROJECTILE POINTS WITH ATTACUED CORDS 

1,2, .1. l'etl'ol!;lyph Site' No. n, II\ld"p,~tll Counly. 
it Pictograph Site No. 31, Presidio County .. 

1. 
2. 
:'l. 
1 .. 

.5. 
Ii. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

PLATE GCLXXVIT 

POSSIBLE SHIELDS 

Pictograph, Site No. SI, Winkler COllnty. 
Pictograph, Site No. 38, Brewster County. 
Pictograph, SHe No. 55, Crockett (jot/my. 
Pidograpll, Site No. H2, Val Verde County. 
Piel.()~raph? Sitn No. n, Val Verde County. 
Pic.:I.()~,p:apJI, Site Nil. 7(i, Val Verde COllllty. 

Pic.:togruph, Sitl) No. .51i, Ten,,]] C'>lmty. 
Pictograph, Site No. 147, San Sa],a County. 
Pictograph, Site No. 4,0, Brewster County. 
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PROJECTILg POINTS WITH ATTACHED CORDS 

At two sites in West Texas are rock pictures sugg(~sti ye of detachable projectile 
points. One of these is at Site No. 31, Pr~iSidio County, where there is a small paint­
ing resembling a projr.dile point, with a cord attached. The other" place is Site No. 11, 
Hudspeth County, with three pecked pieturef; of projectile points with what appear 
to he aLtached cordil. The point of attachment in the peLrog\yphs, howev~r, is not 
10 the tang but to the barb and side. 

These pictures, probably not significant, arc presented merely as interesting 
possibililies. 

SIMPLTFIIm AND CONVENTIONALIZED SHIELDS 

There appear no unmistakable pietureR of shir.ldsin Ime. A few picturefl, such as 
Ihal illul>traled in Plate CCLXX V II, 2, probably rr.present shir.lds, but simplification 
renders positive identification impossible. 

Painting!! of shields not in use are even le~s easily identified. There is a possibility 
that such paintings were intended to rr.preSl~nt the Hun, 01" to havr. othr.r symbolic 
meaning. Since, however, it is known that some shir.lds of historic times were 
decorated with painted sun-discs, it seems that certain designs of this type may 
represent shields. 

CLUBS, AXES AND ADZES OR PICKS 

Very few rock picLurr.s show unmistakable hafted axes or clubs. The few that 
occur arr. prohlematieal. The specimen illustrated in Plale CCLXXVIII, ;) has been 
variously interpreled ao; a hafted club with a cord attached to the handle, a gourd 
with part of the vine in place, etc. 

No. HI, saIne platr., c()mdsUng of five attaehed duh-likr. devices, is suggestive of 
the hoI as used by some natives of South A mcrica for entangling the lr.gs of animals. 

No.6 may represent a so-called war dub. Nos. 8 and 9 suggest hafted Hint imp Ie· 
ments, for cutting or scraping. 
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PLATE CCI,xXVIII 

CLUBS, AXES AND ADZES on PICKS 

J. l'ict<.'gr'aph, Si.l<:l No. 2i!, R'~CVt"i County. 

2. Pictograpli, ~ite No. 2:.1, Heev'J' COnllly. 

3. Pictograph, Site No. 156, BUJ'JlfJt. Count.y. 
4. Pictograpli, Site No. 150, Conc),o County. 
S. Pictograph, Sire No. 150, Concho County. 
6. Pletograph, Site No. ISO, Concho County. 

7. Pictograpl" Sile No. lSO. Concho County. 
8. Pic\:ograpl" Silu No. SI, Winkler COllnty. 

9. Pictograph, Sil'J No. ISO, Concho County. 

10. Pictograph, Sile No. lSD, COllcho Counly. 

FIG. 281. EUROPEAN WEAPONS 

1. Pictogra]Jh, Sil.O No. 73, Val Vente County. 

2. Pictograph on huffal" ,""pulu, T"'Xi;l' I'luins. 
:1. Pict.ograph, Site No. 1:H, Heal County. 

PLA TI': CCLXXIX 

TEPEE.LlKE ELEMENTS 

Some are re1alistic, otile'1"8 conventionalize,d, and a few lnay be mewly triang:ular designs with 
symbolic or other significance', 

J. P'Jttoglyph, Site No. 190, Lovin>: County. 
2. Pictograph, :lite No. 180, Pre~idjo COlillty. 
3. Pictograph, Site No. 155, Stephens County. 
4. Petroglyph, Site No. 191, Hendel'8lm County. 
5. PNl"Oglyph, Sile' No. SO, Ward County. 
6. I'tJtroplypb, Site No. 50, Wurd COllllty. 
7. Petroglyph, Sile No.4, Jludopdh County. 
8. Carved stone, Wilburger COllnty. 
9. Pet.roglyph, Sil.~ No. 152, Nolan County. 

10. I'(ltroglyph, S,itc' No. ,1" HlId~p(::(h (oumy. 

n. Petroglyph, Site, No. ]8B,. Sulton <:ounty. 
I:l'. Pelf"ogiyph, Sit., No. 20, Cullwrson Coullty. 
li!. Pictograph, Site No. :10, ,1,,11' Davis COllnty. 
14. Pictograph, :lite No. 84" Val Verde County. 
15. Pictograph, Site No. Vl,O, Gillespie County. 
16. Pictograph, Sitc No. 156, Burnet County. 
17. Pktogruph, Site No. 56, Terrcll County. 

PLATE CC:r,XXX 

POSSIBLE EARTIIENWARE OR GOUIW VESSELS 

1. Pictograph,. Site< No. 150, Concho County. 
2' Pic.tograph, Sil.O No. 110, Cj]h,spie County. 

S. l'ktl.'graph, Site No. 67, Val Verde County. 
4,. Pictograph, Site No. ]52, Nolan County. 
5. Pictograph, Site No. lHO, P),l!'sidi() County. 
6. Pictogruph, Site No. ISO., Concho County. 
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EUROPEAN WEAPONS 

Very few European weapons are represented in Texas picture-writings. Those that 
have been found are not in the same iSh~lters with paintings showing mission infiuenc:e. 

Sim:e the Spanish missions were proteded by small garrisons of soldier~, one would 
expet't that pictures of their weapons would O(:CUI" along wiLh the .m.is~ion ~cenes. The 
absence of 81H:h p<li ntings may have been due to several reasons: L The few soldiers 
at each presidio probably had no weapons to spare. 2. It would have been poor 
poliey to trade: w(~apons to hostile outside Indians at that time. (Beads, jews'-harps 
and like trinkets were harmless trade articles.) 3. The religious atmosphere of the 
miss' on opposed force, except where absolutely necessary. Weapons, therefore, were 
little in evidence. These facts probably furnish the explanation of the absence of such 
paintings prior to IHOO. 

With the abandonment of the missions, and the subsequent influx of adventurers 
from the United States, more of the Texas Indians became acquainted with the 
weapons of white men. Later, Texas Rangers hecame fnmous ail Indian ljghteril; 
federal forts Were established along the frontier to ".makt~ the Indians be good"; 
buffalo hunters, with long-range rifles, delighted in shooting the troublesome Indians! 
It was during these days that the Indians saw many guns, and came into possession 
of some. Bul then they were constantly on the move, fighting for their existence; 
and had less time to paint picture:; than in the earlier mission period. 

Onl y two known pietographs in Texas show firearms. One of these, painted on a 
huffalo scapula, was found on the plains in the Comanche range prior to lBSO. (See 
Plate CCXXXVTII.) The othcr is painted on the wall of an overhanging ledgc at 
Site No. 131, Real County. (See Phlte CLXXXV II.) 'nley are discussed elsewhere. 

At a few sites in Val Verde County are sword-like paintings. Notable alllong these 
is Site No. 73, where flix of the paintings occur. All other pidu res in that shelter 
appear to he prehistoric. A few hundred yar.·d~ up the canyon is a small overhanging 
bluff wilh paintings of mission scenes; but no ~word i8 amon~ the latter piclures. 
There thll8i~ an clement of uncertainty regarding the interpretation of the sword­
like design. 

OTHER PICTURES REPRESENTING HUMAN WORKMANSHIP 

TEPEES 

Triangular designs are common in Texas picture-writings. Most of these probably 
had no sper:ial meaning. There are, however, a few de;;igns that appear to represent 
tepees. 

SinGe the skin-covered tepee played a prorninent part ill the lives of the nomadic 
trihe8, one might expect it to be frequently represented in pictures. The fact, how­
ever, that sueh paintings are relatively scarce seems to indicate that most of the rock 
pictures were made by cave dwellers who rarcly used tepees; or, in certain cases, 
were donfl by raiding or war parties who travelfld without their women-so traveled 
lightly and without tepees. 

Plate CCLXXIX, 7, 11, and 14 reprflsflnt tepees with the entrance or flap open; 
No. 17 shows the tepee closed, but the poles are visible at the apex_ 
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PLATE CCLXXXI 

PIPES AND Pll'E-IJKE ELEMENTS 

1. Pietop;raph, Site No. 89, Val Verdc) County. 
2. Carve,1 st.one, Hopkins COl1nty. 
3. Petroglyph, Site No.4" Hud:;pet.h Count.y. 
1,. Piet.ogrl;lph, Site No. 150, C:oncho County. 
5. Pieiogra"l" Sit" Nn. 29, JefT Davis Coullty. 

1;1(;. 2R2. SI'E,(:TACLE··LIKE J~LEMENTS 

.I.. l'ielogrllph, SiiC' No. 1500, Conch" C.()Ullty. 
2. l"nu'oglyph, Sil,! No. 192" BreWSlfll' Count.y. 
13,. Petroglyph, Sile No. ,1" IIl1d~pnlh Count.y. 

PLATE CCLXXXn 

MmJNT AIN SI-IE,ET' 

1. Petl'oglyph, Site No.4, Hudspeth COllnty. 
2. l'etr,-,plyph, Site N,-,. 4" Ilud5peth COllnty. 
:.L Petroglyph, Site No. 1], 1.1.1ldspeth County. 
4. Petroglyph, Sitc No.1" IludsJlcth County. 
5. Petroglyph, Sil(: No. ·1" Hlldspeth COllllly. 
6. Piclograph, Sile No. nil, Culberson COlmly. 
7. Pie.i.ograph, Site No. il, El Paso County. 
8. Pi,:logru"h, Site No.2, EI Paso Count.y. 
9. l'i"lo~mp", Site No. 178, C\llberson Co II llI.y. 

J O. I'k:togrnph, Si t'l No. 178, C"lherson Co U 111)/. 

11. Pictof,;raph, ~ite No. 29, J.,rr ])avis Cou.nty. 

PLATE CCI,xxxrll 

BlWFALO AND LONGHORN CATTLE 

Pi ctogru ph, Site No. 62, Terrell C'-'lInty. 
Pictograph, Site No. 147, San Saba County. 
Petroglyph, Site No. 1" Hudspeth County. 
Pielograph, Site No. 89, Val Verde County. 

Pielogl'a"h, Sil'" No. :11, Presidio County. 
l'icl.ogl'apl, on C()rnHI'1(:ll(~ shield, Texas. 
Painted IndIa.lo t-\cHJHlla, Tnxus Plains. 

Pif:t"gl'llph, S.ite No. ISO, Concho County. 
Pinu)gl'apll, Sil" No. ISO, COllcho County. 
Pid"gl'aph, Site No. 9:~, Val Verde C,-,unty. 

Pietogmph, Sit" No, 147, San Saba County. 
Pictof,;'"aph, Site No. :11, Prnsid.io COlillty. 
Pictograph, Site N<.'. 27, JefT Dl;lvis Connty. 
Pi(:lograph, Site HB," Otero County, New Mexico. 

Pictof,;ntph, Site No. !iii, Terrell County. 
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POSSlJJLE EARTHENWAHE OR GOOlW VESSELS 

In five counties arc pietograph~ ~uggcstiv(~ of earthenware or gourd vessels. Two 
of these paintings an~ 'in historic SiLC1;; the others arc among what appear to be pre­
h i!-l\.(lric pietures. 

In the midden deposit ,It one of the ~it~;;, No. 140, Gillespie County, two potsherds 
were found. They are of a thin ware, stich as often used for water hollIes; hence, it 
Reems reasonable thal a picture of an earthenware bottle might have heen painted on 
the wall of the sheller. 

PIPES AND PIPE-Ln;: I'; EU;l\IENTS 

Very few Texas rock pictures depkt the act of smoking. Pruetically all of those 
that OGellr are in historie sites. The most outstanding of these is found at Site No. 89, 
Val Verde County. The painting, done in red, (:onsi~ts of a man wearing a soldier'!; 
ulliform and holding a pipe in ()m~ hancl. 

At Sites No.4, 29, and 150, Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, and Concho Counties, are pipe­
like elements very suggestivt~ of day pipes. 

On a stone found ill a eampsite in Hopkins COllnly is 11 carved flmoking scene. 
The figure is represented wearing n he"ddres~, and feathers are hanging from the 
howl <lnd steIn of the pip(~. On the reVt'r~e side of the Mone are pits-a typical pitted 
Rtone common to village sites in the f(~gi()n. The carving is different from (my found 
in West: Texas. Hut, sint:e pipes an~ C.(HlllllOlI in East Texas arehaeologieal sites, 
Ihis may he the work of h i;;loric Indians. 

SPECTACLE-LIKJc J.::LEMENTS 

·Pictures ~uggestive or speetlH:les appear at SHes No.4, ISO, and 192, Hudspeth, 
Concho, and Brewster Counties. Po;;;;ibly they were prompted by seeing Europeans 
wearing glassei5; or th/~ resemblance probably was a mere coincidence. They may 
represent masks. 
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LOWER LIFE 

ANIMAL REPRESENTATIONS 

MOUNTAIN SHEEP 

The Roeky Mountain sheep, bighorn, or Cimarrons (Ovis mexican us) , appeal' in 
many of the picture-writings of extnmw we"lf~rn Texas within the former habitat 
of this animal. 

The sheep are more plentiful among lht~ [ldroglyplu; hill oo::a~ionully o(a:ur in 11 

pidograph ~ilt'. The situation in Texas corrc:"{londs with that rcported hy Steward,lo:\ 
who says thalin California the mountain sheep, with hut three exceptions, is confined 
to petroglyphs. 

An outstanding feature, that makes these drawings easHy identified, is the pair of 
long curving horns. It is thought that the drawing of these animals may have been 
with the idea of offering a prayer lo deity for an increase in the nU1nber, or to facili­
tate the ease of killing. 

These pictures hy the native art.ists are a reminder of an allil1ml lhat is now almost 
extinct in Texas. Th"re r~rnain only small nurnht'~I'~ in the Chisos and Guadalupe 
lVTolintains of th" Tnlll$-Pecos r"gion.'Ol\ 

Bu VFAi.O AND LON(;nOaN CA'I.'TLl; 

Buffalo and callie are rare ill Texas picture-writings. SOllIe painting>; of the buffalo 
appear in hbtoric, ot.hers .in prehist.oric "iles. Piclurc~ thut represent longhorn cattle 
arc found in hi!'ltorie sites. An outstanding example o( the !alter type of pictures is 
at Site No. 89, Val Verd(~ County, where two cowhoys are represented in the ad of 
roping a longhorn. (See Plate CLXXlV.) 

DEER AND ANTELOPE 

Even when highly convelltionali;r.ed, the deer lI!'lIHllly iH rccognilf,uble byils antlers. 
Sinee both it .. meal and hidf~ wen~ ()(iJ:np()r('lnc~, lll(~ native artists fl't~qllently repre­
sented this animal. The making of RlJ(~h pietures lIlay hav{.~ partaken of the nature 
of imitative magie, by whieh it was thought that tht~ animals could thus he more 
Nisily found and more readily killed. 

An examination of LlH~ picture!; in P!al~ CCLXXXI V revenls the fact that the artis!.s 
frequently depicted Lhe animal in adion. Attention j;; called to Nos. 3 and 7, same 

plate, portraying wounds inflicted by projectiles. 

Of 18 pictures shown in the plate, II art~ pictographs and ~evell petroglyphs. 

1o"Steward, Jlllian n., O/,. cit., p. 189. 
l()IIThc Texa, Almanac, Dalh18 News Publishing Company, Dllllus, 1936, p. 224, 
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PLATE CCLXXXIV 

DEER AND ANTELOPE 

~;ome of the ligures arc fantastic, others quite reali~ti(:. 

1. Petroglyph, Site No. 11, Hudspeth COllnly. 
2. Pictograph, S.ite No. 7 J, Val Verde COIlllty. 
:l. Petroglyph, Site No. 11, Val Verde Coullty. 
1. Petroglyph, Sile No. 4, H!1(I~peth Counly. 
S, Pid.ograph, Site No, 29, JefT Dav.i, County. 
6. Pictograph, SIt I) No. 71, Val Vorde County. 
7. Pictograph, Site No. 8,1., Val Verde County. 
a. Pictograph, Site No. 69, Val Verde County. 
9. Pietognlph, Site No. S6, Tenell County. 

10. Pictograph, Site No. l7a, Clilher~on COllnly. 
11. Pi,:tograph, Sit" No. 29, Jeff DaYis COllnty, 
12. Petroglyph, Sit<) No. 11, Hndspeth COllnty. 
1.'1. Petroglyph, Sil" No. 11, Hudspeth County. 
ltl. Pietogral,l" Sill' No. 178, Culherson County. 
15. Pictograph, Site No. 6, 1-1 Ii dspel.h COlillty, 
16. PetroglypiJ, Site No. 11, H))(I'peth County. 
17. Petl")glyph, Site No. 4" Hudsp"lh County. 
18. Pictograph, Site No. 27, .Tefl' Davi~ County . 

PLATE CCLXXXV 

CONVENTIONALTZED, INCOMPLETE OR llIS'fORTED ANIMALS 

l. Petrop;lyph" SilO No, 50, Ward County, 
2. Petroglyph, Site No. J91. I I ",,,I,,rWIl C(lIl1lly. 
3. Petroglyph, Sitc N,). SO, Ward County. 
,1,. Petroglyph, ~il.Cl No, lB, Culh'.'r""n County. 
5. Pictogruph, Site No. 17, Cl,lber,flII County. 
6. Petroglyph, Site No. 50, Ward County. 
7. Piel.ognlph, Site No. 21, C,,]h~r"'m County. 
a. J'ictol-\raph, Sitc No. 150, (:ondlO County. 
9. i'ictop;raph, Sit.., No. ]50, Concho Cmlllly. 

10. Pictograph, Sit<.', No. 30, Jeff Davis COlluty. 
ll. Pictograph, Site No. 15:3, Shackelford Counly. 
12. Petroglyph, Site No. 11, Hudspeth Coullty. 
P ". Pi,:lOl-\raph, Site No. 66, Val Verd.., County. 
11. Pi,:tograph, Sile No. 3, EI Pa,o County. 
]:>. PiGtogruph, Site No. W, Vul V,lI'de County, 
] 6. Pictograph, Sil" No. ll, Ilud~p(jtJ, County. 
17. Pictograph, Sit,·, No, 11, IIud8peth County. 
18. Pictograph, Sile Nil. 84, Val Verde County. 
19. Pietngr"ph, Site N'l. 147, San Saba County. 
20. Pictognlph, Site No. 81, Val Verde County. 
21. Pictograph, Site No. 96, Val Verde County. 
22. Pi"tograpli, Site No. 91, Val Vcr de COUlllY· 

n Pictograph, Site No. 29, Jeff Davis County. 
24. Pictol-\raph, Sile No. 64, Val Verde County. 
2S. I'.iet:ograph, Site No. 24, Hecves COllnty. 
21i, l'et.rogiyph, Site No. 162, Oldham County. 
27. Pictograph, Site No. ISO, Concho County. 
28. Petroglyph, Site No. 139, Kimble County. 
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ABBHEVIATED, FANTASTIC AND CONVENTIONALIZED ANIMALS 

The mo~t cornmon figures among the various forms of lower life were abbreviated 
or conventionalized animals. Piclun~s of this type may be da"sed under variOII$ 
subheadings as follows; 

1. El\lr~m'" Co!)v<."'tiollulizal.ion, figllre, made by a few bold slroke8. 

2. Picture ~omewhal 1110"" ela1.oralo, 1.111. lacking detail ,,' that il. 81iH was unlike 
a real animaL 

3. Animal represented by the head only. 
1. Crude outline of an imimal, HOIll,,1 ;"'''" I't)('ogniz"blc. 
S. Animal with certain purts 1II;,,;ng and. otilcr P"l'L, not a(;(:lIratdy .ldincated. 
6. LIlIi;erons, "comic-slr.ip" appea"'"I1~'''' will. exugg.:ralion o[ cfil'lain [ealme". 

Animals of the latter dass may show brislle~, teeth, claws, etc., to the exclusion or 
minirnizalioll of olher and more pr<)'nim~nL purls. From thi;; emphasis, there is no 
mistaking the particular feature the artist had in mind. The kind of allimal repre­
sented, however, freqlwnLly remain!'; doubtfuL 

SonH~ of the most highly eonventiollalized animal); are of the type referred 1.0 a::; 
"stiek drawings." (PlaLe CCLXXXV, 7.) They eons!st merely of a ft~W Htmight linc", 
with "sticks" for legs. Still another du~s features drawings outlined in part, with 
the balanee of the pielures colored or pe(:kt~d wI idly. Again, the entire animal lIIay Ire 
merely outlined. 

A very crude sketch, highly convenLionalized but retaining certain distinctive 
feaLures, is that illustrated in Plale CCLXXXV, 14. It is an anirnal wilh a curved 
tail that has a somewhat bu~hy end. This telltale feature, (:oupled with the fact that 
the animal is standing on it" hind legs, probably labels it as a kangaroo rat which 
is found in the semi-arid region of West Texas. 

Another feature, more oftcn fOllnd in historic !!liLel:l, is that of animals merely 
oULlined and without head~. 

CAnNIVOROUS ANIMALS 

MallY 0 f the an inial pictures arc so si,n plified or dii:lloded as lo be unidentifiable. 
But even among ~mdl pictures there ure some that stand out, give all idea of ferocity 
and leave lhe impression of carnivorous animals. 

Outstanding among these is a large painting at Site No. 99, Val Verde County. 
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PI,A'fE CCLXXXVI 

PIWBABLI'; ){ IqJIH;~I':.N'I"ATION~ OF CAHN I VOIW US A N.IMAL,s, 

I. l'id.ogJ'uph, SitA No. lS:-J, Shackelford County. 

2. Piclogl'llpll, Sil.(j No. ()O, Val V(:l'(k County. 

;.l. l'i(:to~l'aph, Site No. 62, Terrell County. 

4. Pictograph, Sil." No. \)(), Val Verde CUllnty, 

S. Pictogl'Ujlh, Site No. 62, Terrell COlillty. 

(,. Pictogmph, Sil.: No. 70, Val Venit, County. 

7. P",lngntph, Sil" Nll. H4, Val Veni" COllllly. 

PLATE CCLXXXYIl 

AN I l\lA V';, PAHTI,Y SOLID, HEMAINDER OU'l'LINI~:Jl 

1. Pi<;tograph, Site No. 66, Val Verde County. 

2. Pietograph, Site No.2, EI. Pa~(' County. 

3. Pieto~l'apll, Site No. 82, Val Verde County. 

4. Painted hlllTalo ~"a[lllla, 'I\:xas Pbin,. 

5. Pictograph, ~ite No. 90, Val Yenl" COlllll.y, 

ri. l'etf'Oglyph, Sittj No.1., lIu,),p"th COllnty. 

7. P'Jt.l'oglyph, Site No. 11, Hmlspcth County. 

8. Pi(:t'II!;ruph Oll ohk!.l, Comanche .. Indian, 'f.,xas. 

9. Petroglyph, Sit., No.1., I-illllsjlf:lh County. 

PLATE CCLXXXVllr 

SO-GALLED l'ELTS 

J. Picl.o~raph, Site No. fl, IJlld8jJOI!J County. 

2. Pictograph, Silu No. 178, Culberson County. 

it P"t.roglyph, Sil ... No. '11, 1I1l,lsl'Cl.h COllnty. 

4. Petroglyph, ~it" No, 4, 1111(1'p,,1I1 COllnty. 

5. Pictograph, Site No.6, Uudspeth County. 
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The animal is depided with huge claws and open mouth, showing large, sharp teeth. 
The long cal-likt~ tail is curved upward. 

Whether' or not by coincidence, frequently a conventionalized human figure stands 
beneath the body of slIch an animal. This suggests an allack by the animal. But 
thc pictures may have beell painted at diJTt~l'ellt times; and, in such ease;;, we cannot 
alway" he sure of the interpretation. 

ANIMALS COLOIU:)J OJ{ PECKED IN PART 

In four Tex<lii; counties are pictographs and petroglyphs representing animals 
partly solid, with the remuillder of the body outlined. It is not known whether thig 
was done Rolely for econorny of effort or for 80me ot.her reason. 

Hunterlll' states that men killed were "indicated by the number of footsteps painted 
bJat:k, and the wounded by those partially so colored." . . . If the partial coloring 
of human figures W,lH intended to represent wounds, may it not be that the partly 
(;()lored animals likewise told of wounded creatures that t~Rcaped the hunter'! 

Attention is taIled to Mallery's interpretatioll, previously quoted, coneenling a 
buffalo half painted and half outlined h(~ill1!: jointly owned by the Indians and the 
whites. (See Plate CCXXXVIll.) 

By reference to Plate CCLXXXV 11, 5 will he noted <In attempt lo represent the 
vital organs of an animal. Fewkes lll ' 15tates that "the antelope constantly has the 
heart depieted in symbols for it has 'good wind,' and proper heart action is associated 
in the primitive mind with endurance in running." 

ANIMAL PELTS 

RepresenlaLiolls of so-called pclt~, or animal .. kins, are not common in Texas picture­
writings. lVl.ost of the pictures of this eiass are in H ud~peth and Culberson Countiei'J. 
In most such cases it is doubtful whether the artist intended to represent an animal 
skin of something else. 

ANIMAL AND BIRD TltAf:KS 

So-called animal and bird tracks are not UlH.:ommon anlong Texas picture-writings. 
The former sO.nletimes show a dose resemblance to human footprints. Such prints 
arc thought to represent bear tracks. 

Examples are illustrated in Plate CCLXXXIX, 10 and 19. Nos. 1 to 7, same plate, 
possibly are intended for bird tracks. No. 12 represents hoofprinlR of the horse. The 
chevron-like elements in Nos. 15 and 16 are ealled by Fcwkes10ll mountain sheep 

tracks. 

l07Hllnter, J. D., op. cit., pp. 184--187. 
l0~F"wkcs, J. W .• Thl:' Butterfly in Hopi Myth and HitlHlI, Ameri(,,,m Anthl"op()logi~t (N.S.), Vol. 

12, No.4, October-December, 1910, pp. 582-SH4. 
lO\)Fewke~, J. W., Tusuyan Totemic Signatures, Of!. cit., pp. 1-11. 
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PLATE CGLXXXTX 

ANIMAL AND nmD T'ltACKS AS HEI'}{ESE,N'I'ED IN PICTURE-WHITING 

1. Pctroglyph, Site No. 155, Stephen~ County. 
2. Pctroglyph, Site No. 168, Stephen~ COllnty. 
;.]. I'c.t.l'ogIYl'h, Si.l.C' No. 1 <)1, IIen,le'non County. 
4,. Petroglyph, ~'it" No. 191, Hmulcl'son County. 
5. Pi<:l.ngral'll, Sitc No. lOB, Edward~ County, 
6. PieLogral'h, Site No. 29, .Teff Davis County. 
7. Pntn>glypl" Sit., No. Hl, Val Verde County. 
8. P"troglyph, Site No. 190, Loving County. 
9. Pictograph, Site No. lI2, Va! Verde County. 

10. Pictol-lraph, Sit,~ No. 'J EI Paso County. ~, 

11. Pictograph, Site No. 112, Val Vcrde County. 
12. Petroglyph, Site No. S9, Terrell County. 
13. Petroglyph, Site No. 18, Clllherson County. 
B. Pietograph, Site No. ;')1, Wink!"r County. 
IS. Pictograph, Site No. 17, ClllllUrson County. 
16. Pietog;raph, Site No. ISO, Pl'~,,,,idin County. 
17. Petroglyph, Site No. 11, I Ind"'l'dl, COllnty. 
lH. Petroglyph, S.ite No. 162, Oldl"lrn COllnty. 
19. P"ll'ngIYI,II, Site No. 11, I lud'p"t" (:,,"nty. 

PLATE CCXC 

'I'll UNIH:n BII{ DS 

1. Pictograph, Site No. 69, Val V!jrd" CO\lnl.y. 
2. Pictograph, Site No. 110, Gille~pi .. County. 
;1. Pictof';raJlh, Sil.e No. SI, Winkler County. 
1·, Piel.ngl'aph, Site No. S6, Terrell CC.llll'ty. 
5. Pidngl'a"I" Site No. 2.'{, Reeve~ County. 
fl. Pi(:l.ngl'upll; Sil(, No. G6, Tencll County. 
7. Pic.,logl'Hph, Sit<: No. 22~ H,~r:ves C:ollnty. 
fl. P,icl()grupll~ Site No. un, Heal COllnty. 
9. Petroglyph, Sit" No. 1:19, Kimble County. 

10. Pictograph, Site No. Sfl, Terrell County. 
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PLATE CCXCI 

NATURAL BIRDS, CONVENTIONALIZI·;n AND REALISTIC 

1. Picl.ograph, Site No. 82, Val Verde County. 
2. Pict.ogl'aph, Site No. 64, Val Verde County. 
3. Piclognlph, Site No.2, El 1',,<;0 Cotlnty. 
4. Pictograph, Site No. ISO, Concho Cotlnty. 
G. Pictograph, Sil" No. ISO, Conchn Cntlllly. 
6. Pictograph, Site No. 150, Concho COllnty. 
7. Pictograph, Sit.., N ••. 2, El Paso Counl.y. 
8. Pictograph, SHe No. lSO, Concho COllnty. 
9. Picl.ograllh, Site Nc). ll, Hudspeth Counl.),. 

10. l'et:roglYllh, Site No. 4,llucl"pcth County. 
11. Pictograph, Site No. BO, Gillespie County. 
12. 1'iclogl'aph, Site No. lSO, Concho Count.y. 
NOB. 1, 5 anel H arc: su,ggestive of hirds in flight. 

PLA'I'E C:CXCII 

REALISTIC AND CONVENTIONALIZED SERPENTS 

1. Pictograph, Site No. 70, Val Verde County. 
2. Pictograph, Site No.2, EI Paso County. 
:1. Petroglyph, Site No. so, Ward County. 
·1. Petroglyph, Site No. HI, Culherson County. 
5. l'el.mglYllh, Site No.4, HlIcl,pcth County. 
6. 1'~t.roglYJlh, Site No. 1:3, Cullm!',oll County. 
7. Pielogl'aph, Site No. ISO, Con"ho County. 
8. Pictograph, Site No. 3,EI. I'll.O County. 

OTHER FORMS OF LIFE 

TUE THUNDfo:RBIRD AND ]{~;AL1STIC BIRDS 

Birds are relatively scarce in Texa~ pic:ture.wri.ling~. The most common form is 
that of the eagle or thunderbird, which arc indistinguishable. The most realistic and 
outstanding picture of this type i~ aL Site No. SCi, Terrell County. (See Plate XCIX.) 

At Site No. Re(~ve~ County, .is aninlriellte dcs.ign with a marked resemblance 
to the Haida douhh~ Ihund(~l'hird pictured hy Mallery.llI' The Texa" ~gure eonsists 
of two cormodod hirds, with an eye of each showing. An intere~Ling feature of the 
de~ign is tho oc(;Urt'CIH:O of the .figure eight c!enll:nl. Beneath the birds is a group of 
dots and lines, apparellLiy forming a part of llH~ pieture. 

Another conventionalized hiI'd, from the ~arne site, has a huge beak from which 
dangles a worm or S('rrH~nl. Since varioui'l paintings of historic T ndians depict eagles 
fighting and devouring rattlesnakes, this pieture may repre~enl such a conflict. 

IIOMallery, Garrick, 0[1. r:!l., Tenth Annual Report, p. tUll, PI. XXIV, Fi~. 522. 
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SERPENTS 

Snakes played a prominent part in both the reul and the ceremonial life of the 
West Texas Indians. As a consequence there arc a great number of pi.eLure~ in which 
serpents are represented. They vary widely and may be grouped into nine suhdasse!;: 

1. A ~irnplc Cllrvedline, with an enlargement for II head. 
2. Rcali~li", s()me ~howinp; rattlcs and fangs. 
:.1. Head repre~ented hy a circle, or concentric (:ir"lc,; ,orritHirn(" with, "nrl ~om(~time~ 

without, fanp;8. 
4. lIead in form of a triangle. 
5. Spade·sha ped heRrl. 
6. Central cnlargmncnt, a8 if a rodent or large egg had heen ~wall<.>wed. 
7. Punctaltl an.! diarnond·back. 
8. Pllllned or homed; sometimes quite intricate. 
9. Carved line with a conical pit for a head. 

Two or more of these features may he combined in a single picture. Painting,; 
suggestive of the plumed or horned serpent, while not numerous, are found in various 
parts of West Texas frorn EI Paso County 1.0 Real County .. Paintings of snakes are 
common, but pecked reprelSentation8 are more plentiful. The laLler are confined 
largely to the western part of the area, with the former more common I.nward the east. 

TmrI'LES, FISH, FHOGS, AND LIZARDS 

Turtles, fish, frogs, and lizards somelimes appear in Indian picture-writings, bUl 

arc not numerous. Realistic turtles are distributed over a wide area. Frogs are 
less plenl.i(ul and usually more highly conventionalized. Lillardfl are conventionalized 
and frequently dinicult to distinguish from some of the human figures. 

Fish rarely are found. The most realistic of these are paintings in Val Verde 
County, near the Rio Grande. An excellent pecked figure of a fish, however, appears 
at Site No.4, Hudspeth County. The catfish is clearly represented in Plate 
CCXCVI,18. 
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PLA'rE CCXCIII 

SERPENTS WITU CIRCllLAR IIEADS 

1. P~I:t'oglyph, Site No. 172, Culherson County. 
2. Petroglyph, Site No. SO, Ward COllllty. 
3. PetrOIl;Iyph, Sile No. 10, Br"wstm: County. 
4. Petroglyph, Site No. SO, Ward County. 
5. Petroglyph, Site No. SO, Ward COllnty. 
6. Petroglyph, Sito No. 50, Wanl County. 
7. Pictograph, Sil.o No. I iN, Kimllle County. 
8. Petroglyph, Site No. 18, Culber~on County. 
9. Pictograph, Site No. 66, Val Verde COHnty. 

10. PClrnglyph, Sile No. 1:\, Culher~on Counly. 
II. Pel.l'oglyph, Site No. SO, Ward County. 
12. Pel:roll;]Yph, Site No. 172, Culberson County. 
J-3. Pictograph, Site No. 77, Val Verde County. 
14. Petn'glyph, Site No. IH, Cillberson County. 

PLATE. cexci V 

SERPENTS WITH TRiANCULAR AND SPADJ<:·SIIAPEU HEADS 

1. Pictog;raph, Sil.e No.2, El PU"I COllnl.y. 
2. Pictograph, Sit.., No. 'lBO, I'rt;l"idio Counl.y. 
3. Petroglyph, Site No.1, "U""[Jelh Counl.y. 
tJ·. Pictograph, Sit" No. 7o, Val V"nltJ C01l1l1.y. 

5. Petroglyph, Site No. 20, Culber"lll C01lnly. 

6. Petroglyph, Sitl~ No. J90, .I.(lvill/.!; C01lnty. 
7. Petroglyph, Site No. 81, Val. Verde County. 
fl. Pelroglyph, Site No.4, Jlll(hpdh Connty. 
\). I'ktogruph, Site No. 82, Val Verde COllnty. 

lO. Pietograph, Site No. 75, Val Verde COllnty. 
II. l'elroll;lyph, Site No. IH, CulhcrHon COllnty. 
]2. l'etrl)ll;lyph, Site No. le, ClIlI.lcr.snn COlllny. 

PLAT'E CCXC:V 

SO·CALLE.]) PLUMED OR HORNED SERPENTS Toe ETll Ell WITH OTHER 

SNAKI'; VARIANTS 

1. Pictograph, Site No. 82, Val V,jrde C:ollnty. 
2. Pietograllh, Sile No. 88, Val Verde C(lUtHy. 

3. Pictogra.ph, Site No. 74. Val Verdo Counly. 
4. Pictogral)ll, Site No.2, EI I'a"o COllnly. 
5. Pictognlph, Sile No. B3, Heal COllnty. 
6. Petroglyph, Sile No. 4,HlldspClh Cotlnty. 
7. I\,tl'oglyph, Site No. 18, Culherson COllllly. 
fl. Pictograph, Site No. il, EI Paso COllnty. 
9. Petroglyph, Site No. fll, Val Verde COllllly. 

10. Pictograph, Site No. ]62, Oldham County. 
11. Pictograph, Sile No. IH, Val Verde Counly. 
12. Pictograph, Site No. J SO, (;olll:ho Counly. 
13. Pictoll;raph, Site No. 7-1., Val Verde Counl.y. 
14. Pictog;raph, Site No. 10:1, Edwards Counly. 
15. Pictograph, Site No. 71, Val Vertic Counly. 
16. Petroglyph, Sil.e No. II, Hud"pulh Ct'Ulll.y. 
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PLATE CCXCVI. 
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PLA'rE cc:xevr 

TUH.TLEIS, FISH, FROGS AND LlZARlJS 

1. Picl.ol-\raph, Site No, 26, Jeff Davi~ Counly. 
2. Pictograph, Site No. 20, CIIlb"r"on County. 
3. Petroglyph, S.ilt: "B," Olom CO\lnty, New Mexico. 

~. l'elfOl-\lyph, Sile "II," Otero COl/nly, New l\1"xieo. 

5. Petroglyph, Site "B," Ot""o CO\lnty, N,.'w Mexico. 
6. P'm"nglyph, Silo No. D, Culher~on COIll1ly. 
7. Pdroglyph, Site "A," Otero COI/Ilty, New Mexi<:o. 
8. Pictograph, Site No. ')0, Val Vnrdr COllnty. 
9. Pictograph, Silo No. ISO, CondlO County. 

10. Pictograph, Sito No. ISO, Conch" COllnty. 
II. P.ictograph, Sit,~ No. 81, Val Vmd'l COllnty. 
12. Petroglyph, Site No. HI, Val Verde CO\lnly. 
la. Petroglyph, Site No. ~,llud"[l"lh CO\lnly. 
14. Pel.foglyph, Sil" No. 1il, Cull""'~on County. 
15. Pictowaph, Sill' No. 9J, Val Verde County. 
16. Pictograph, Sile No.2, El Pa~o C01lnly. 
17. Carved stone, Wilharger Connty. 
18. Pictograph, Site No. 1)0, Val Verde COllllly. 
19. Pel.roglypll, 8il<' No. HI, Val Vordo Co"nly. 
20. Pel1'oglyph, Sil.I:' No. 1j.,HlIIIspel.h County. 

B01'TERFLlES AND OTHER INSECtS 

In 12 counties are represrntntiollK of huUel'flies and other insect-like designs. 
A few nrc realistic, but most of them are so crude and vague in form as to render 
identification dubioui>. In some eases the antennae, or feelers, are greatly exaggerated; 
in others the wings are featured; againj the legs of the hugs arc very prominent. 

Of the 4,0 specimens illuillraledin PI ale CCXCVIT, eight nre petroglyphs and 32 
pictographs, making 20 per cent. for the forrrwr and gO per cent of the latter. 

No. :)3, same plate,i~ suggestive of the centipede, which Bourke ll1 states is "an 
important an i mal god of the A pachcs." The painting is from Site No. 108, Edwards 
County, in which rcgion the Lipan Apaches ranged for a time. Certainly these grue­
I'lOnle and obnoxiolls creature:; were prevlllt:nl.in the cave~ und eanlps and must have 
heen mueh in lnind or the Indians, who sJept on the ground. 

As mentioned by Fcwkes,"" "(:onvenlionalized figures of both hirds and butterflies 
ar~ so made that it often is dWicult to decide whether a figure represents a hiI'd or 
insect. ... Highly ('onvcntionalillcd bird and butterfly symbols arc thu~ often indIs­
tinguishahle and gra(]e into each olher so closely that they are extremely diHieult 
to separate." 

111Bonrk<1, .T. G., The Medicine Mrm of tI'l' Ai>,[(~he~, Ninlh Annual Report, Bureau of American 
Ethnology, 1887-88, Washington, ]892, p . .580. 

1l2Fowkcs, .T. W., Tho BUl.lcl'fiy in Ilopi Myth and Hitua.!, Of!. "il., pp. ;;82~584. 
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PI,ATE ccxcvn 

BUT'l'ERFLlES AND OTlIERINSECTS 

1. Pictograph, Site No. 71, Val Verde County. 
2. Pictograph, Site No. 69, Vul V\.rd,~ County. 
::l. l'ALl'oglyph, Site No.5, I.I.ud;;peLh Coullty. 

4. Pet.roglyph, Site No.8], Val Veni" Coullty. 
S. I'ictogruph, Site No.2, EI. 1',18<' County. 
6. Pictol-lral'h, Sit.., No. 71, Val Venl", County. 
7. PictOl-lraph, Silt:, No. ISO-, Conch .. Counly. 

3. Pictu/.\raph, Site No. B'I" Val Verde Count.y. 
9. Pictograph, Site N ••. fl\), Val Verde County. 

lO. Petroglyph, Site "B," Ot""o COllnty, N~w M.,xit:o. 
II. Pictograph, Site No. 71, Val V.n'do County. 
12. Pictogrul'h, Site No. 23, l{eeve~ COHIII.y. 
D. PictolJ;mph, Sit(, No .. 30, .Jeff Dav.i;; County. 
14·. PetrolJ;lyph, Site No. 1\)1, Ilender;;un COHnty. 
15. Pctrol,l;lyph, Site No. Hl, Val Verde County. 
16. Pictograph, Sit", No. aB, Val Verde County. 
17. Pictograph, Sit<j No. !i.l, W.inkler County. 
lB. Pictograph, S.it", No.6\), Val Verde County. 
19. Pictograph, Site N .... B2, Val Verde County. 
20. Pi(:tograph, Site No. 71, Val Verde County. 
21. Painted pebble, Sit" N ... H2. Val Verde County. 
22. Picto!l;t'aph, S.iIC No. 68, Val Venit: County. 
23. Pictograph, Site "B," Otero COllnty, New Mexko. 
~%. P.ielograph, Sit .. " No. 66, Val V"rde COllnty. 
25. P.ict.ograph, Site "B," Otero COllllty, New Mexi"o. 
26. Pictogml',ll, Sit" No. 61., T'''I'1'ell (:,Ollllly. 

27. Pictograph, Site No.2, EI Paso COllnt.y. 
2B. Photograph, Site No.7], Val Vcrde County. 
29. Pjetograph, Site No. ] 50, Concho County. 
HO. Petroglyph, Site No. J iI, Culberson Count.y. 
:rI. Pietogruph, Site No. 84, Val Verde Count.y. 

:.\2. l'i"togrUllh, Site No. 150, COllcho Count.y. 
33. l'ict.og;t'uph, Site No. 108, Edwards County. 
:\4. Pictognlph, Site No. M, Val Verde County. 
:~S. Petroglyph, Site "C," Chihuuhuu, .Mexico. 
36. Pictograph. Sit~ No. 61., Val Verde COllnty . 
. '17. Pictograph, Site No. B2, Val Verde C')lInty. 
::lB. Pictograph, S.it~ No. H2, Val Verde COllnty. 
:W. Pictograph, Site No.2, El Pa~o County. 
40. Petroglyph, Site "A," Otero COllnty, New Mexico. 
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PLATE ccxcvnr 
TREES AND PLANTS 

1. Pictograph, Site No. 61, Terrell COllllly, 
2. Pictograph, Site No, 2, El Paso County. 
3. Petroglyph, Site No. 59, Terrell County. 
1,. PiCl.ogr(lph, Site No. 82, Val Verde CouMy. 
S. l'jt:to~raph, Site "D," Otero COtlnty, New Mex.ico. 
6. Pictograph, Site No. 82, Val Verde County. 
7. Petroglyph, Site No. 81, Val. Verde County. 
8. Pictograph, Site No. 84, Val Verde County. 
9. Pietogr(lph, Sil,! No. 84" Vul Verde COllllly. 

10. Pictograph, Site No. 150, Concho County. 
11. Pictograph, Site No. 140, Cillcspie COtlnty. 
12. Pict.ollraph, Site No. 51, Winkler County. 
lao l'ietl.'graph, Site No. 23, Re(,ves County. 
H. Pictograph, Site No. 7S, Val Verde County. 
]5. Petroglyph, Site No. S, Htld,peth County. 
Hi. Petroglyph, Site No.8, Hud'pet.h County. 
]7. Petroglyph, Site No. 1., Hud~Jlelh County. 
18. Petroglyph, Site No.4, IJudspeth County. 
19. Petroglyph, Site No.4, Ffudspeth County. 
20. Petroglyph, Sile No. 5, II\I(l~pelh County. 
21. Painted pehhle, Site No. 82, Val Verde COllnty. 

PLATE CCXCIX 

PROJECTILE WOUNDS 

1. Petroglyph, Sile No. n, 1I1Id~peth County. 
2. Pictograph, Sit~, No.2, 1':1 Paso County. 
3. Petroglyph, Site No. 152, Nolan County. 
1. I'd.l'ol\lyph, Site No. 162, O.ldham County. 
S. PeU""l\lyph, Site No. 11, HII(I~pcth County. 
6. Pet.rog;lyph, Site No. 11, Hudspeth COllnty. 
7. Pictog;raph, Site No. 82, Val Verde COllllty. 
8. Pictograph, Site No. 84" Val Verde COllnty. 
9. Petroglyph, Site No. 11, Hlldspeth County. 

10. Petroglyph, Site No.1., Hlld'Jltlih County. 
11. Pictograph, Sit(~ No. ~O, Val V'jl'd" County. 
12. Petroglyph, Site No.1, 'Hud'petlt County. 
B. Pictograph, Site No. 76, Val Verde County. 
H. Pictograph, Site No. 1.3, Val Verde COllllly. 
IS. Pictograph, Site No. 178, Culberson County. 
16. Pietog;raph, Sitt> No. 29, Jeff Davi~ County. 

PLATE ecc 
GROUNIHINE PICTURES 

1. Petroglyph, Site No. 18, Culberson County. 
2. Pictograph, Site No. 23, Reeves County. 
3. Pictograph, Site No. ISO, Concho County. 
4,. Pietograph, Site No. 178, Culberson County. 
5. Petroglyph, Site No. 188, Sutton County. 
6. Pict.ograph, Site "13," Otero County, New Mexico. 
7. Pictograph, Site No. 96, Val Verde County. 
8. Pictograph, Site No. 74, Val Verde County. 
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PLATE etCI 

SliN SY1\1BOLS, RAYED DiSCS 

1. Picto:.\rapli, Site No. Sfl, '.!',·,lTcll County. 
2. l'iet'.l:.\raph, Site N,). 83, Val Verdo Coumy. 
a. Petroglyph, Site No. 81, Val Verde C ... ulHy. 
,I. Pictograr,h, Site No. 64, Val VI1I'd\, Count.y. 
S. Pictograph, ::lite No. 150, C..>ncho County. 
6. P.ictograph, Site No. 30, Jeff I)uvi~ County. 
7. Pictograph, Site No. a8, lIrew~ter Co"llty. 

8. Pictograph, Site No. 82, Val Verde County. 

9. I'i<:togl'apl), Sit.e No. 65, Val Verde COllllty. 

10. l'ktogl'uph, Site No. a, EI Paso County. 
11. Pietogmph, Sit" No. :'6, Terrell County. 
12. Pieto!,lrapil, Site No .. 3, El Pa$o County. 
B. Pictograph, Sit.c No. ISO, Concho County. 
11. Pictograph, Sit!:' No. ISO, Concho C'.Jlmly. 
15, P.ictograph, Site No, 110, Gillespie County. 
1(i, Petroglyph, Sit" No, 20, Clllber~()n County, 
17. Pietograph, Situ No.2, El Paso County. 
18. l'ieLOgraph, Site No, .'lO, Jeff Davis County. 
19. P~troglyph, Site No. 20, Culberson County. 

THEES AND PLANTS 

The representation of trees and plants is not very common in Texas picture. 
wr.itings. There are, however, 1\ ft~w pictures or [hi;; kind distr.ibuled over 12 counties. 
Of the 21 speeimen;; illustrated .in Plate CCXCVIIl, eight are petroglyphs and 13 
pietograph~. 

The most common type of tree forrn i~ in the herringhone pattern, wilh branches 
offsetting each other in 11 symmetrical manner. Very rarely arc identifiable plants 
found; hut one al Site No. 150, Concho Counly, iieems to represent a stalk of eorn. 

Both the stalk and root system are shown, A similar pieturing oC plant roots is 
found at Site No. 82, Val Verde County. 

As might be expected in a region abounding in yucca, the /lower 8talk of thal plant 
sometimes ocellI'S among the painling". An interesting ilhtiStration is at Site No. 84, 
Val Verde County. 

A petroglyph at Site No. it" Hudspeth County, r.;cerns to represent a gourd, with 
a portion of the vim'! or a (,ord···-altached, At Site No. ]tW, Gillespie County, is a 
small painting suggestive of an onion or a tuber. A "imilar picture is pecked into 
the rock at Site No.4, Hudspeth County. 
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At Site No.. GI, Terrell County, is a realistic rcpl'e~enlalion of the prickly pear 
(Oplmtia lindlteimel'i). A pebble from. SHe No. B2, Val Verde County, has painted 
on it a vine-like design. 

These pict.ures, though not numerous, indicale lhat the Indian had some powers of 
observation where his interests were concerned. 

SAME MOTIVATION IN DlFFEHENT TYPES OF PICTURES 

Whil(~ pictures may be broadly classified as human repl'Cl'Ientations and workman­
ship, lower life, etc., there are certain eases of overlapping, or partial representation, 
due to efforts at telling <l o;lory or indicating action. This is due .in part to the motiva­
tion. Movement or action might modify any type of pidure. 

I1lustrali()n~ of this fact are brought out i.n the following di~cusl'lions of projedile 
wounds and ground. line pictures. 

PROJECTU.g WOUNDS 

The Indian frequently pidured animah and humans----sometimes in1;ects-as 
pierced by projectiles. The manner of representation varies widely. Frequently the 
projectile is shown picrcing the body and protruding at each end. Again, merely the 
point has enlered the flesh. In such cases, the point mayor Inay not show, depending 
on whcther the animal is painted !:lolidly or merely outlined. If outlined, the pene­
trating projectile and point are indicated. Sometimes the greater part of Lhe shaft 
has gone through the animal, leaving Inerely the noek end remaining. 

The forms of life more often pierced by projectiles are the mountain ~heep and 
deer. Occasionally there is a pidure showing a projectile penetrating a fish or snake. 

Usually the point is represented as lwving penetraled lhe vital parts of the hody; 
but in a few cases the hunter, it seems, almost missed his mark. A striking example 
is seen in Plate CCXCIX, 8, where the shah has ~trl1ck a hind leg of a running deer. 
Hal-ely does there ~eem to be any aUempllo show blood issuing from thc wound. 

GROUND-LIm: PICTOHES 

For want or a l)(~Ller name, certain picturm; in which the ('luth seem~ to have been 
repn~s(~nted are l\('~re called ground-Hne pictures. Usually a marl or animal is drawn 
without showing the ground on which ht! stNlHls. That cOmll101l trait or "suspension 
in midair" was (kpal'led from in the;;e few pid.urcs, with the result that t.he apparent 
representat.ion of the ground-line gave rise to tJH~ narne of the class. 

But. the added featurec; may have been intended merely as decorative hand-lines, 
without any intention of repre~enting the Sllrface of the earth. Examples are 
presented in Plate CCC. 
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GEOMETRIC AND SYMBOLIC DESIGNS 

SUN SYIVIHOLS 

Various circular designs, ruyed disci; and star· like clement!;, tommonly called 
sun symbols, are found in 21 counties. 

Willoughbyl1:l and other writers OIl symholism think that the l.ineil radiating from 
a circle symbolize the rays of the' sun; thai HII equal.armt~d cross in a drele repre. 
sents the sun and the four eardinal pointfl, or the rour winds; thaI: c.~of;mic symbols 
represent the sun, four winds or four directions of the compass and the horj;.wll. 

"The world of primitive man," Willollghly state~, "was h'HHld"d hy the horizon' ., 
un imnlelloe circle over which th" S1l[1 c1aily took its cour~e, estahlishing lhe cardinal 
point~, the teco!':nition of which forms sO conspieClolIs a part of t.he religious c(~remonies 
of the Indians." 

CLOlJl)S, LIGHTNING, RAIN AND WA'l'EIt SYMBOLS 

These symbols, and their many variants, have a wide distribution. The most 
common form is that of a cireular or semi·circular element with ray!'! eJl.tending 
downward. The upper portion ~ymholizes the clouds, while the lines heneath repre. 
sent falling rain. Occasionally It y,igzag line protrudes from the cloud to denote 
lightning. 

Since rain was always welcome in the 5clni·arid regions, where 
pir:Lul'l~" occur, it is ndt surprising that such symholism Rprang up. 
probably were employed in prayers for rain. 

most of these 
The symbols 

A circle with wavy lines inside lTIay repre~enl a t;;pring, waterhole OJ" other soutee 
of water. 

LADDER·LIKE ELEMENTS 

In 16 counties arc ladder·like clement~. Theseinelude a few of the single. 
pole type, hut Inost of them make use of two poles and the ordinary rungs. There 
are, likf~wi>;(:~, >;ome figures suggestive of rope Jadder~, with sticks for rungs. Ex. 
ample;; of the latter arc illustrated in Plale cecv, S, 17, 19, 20 and 27. 

Of 27 pictures included in the plate, 22 are pictographs and five petro glyphs. 
Aecess to <lome of the bluff shelters would have bef'll greatly faeil itated by the 

lise of ladder.~. One such ladder has been unofficially reported from a West 
Texas (:av(~. 

Some of t.he pictographs arc located in su(·h el(wal~!d positions, on steep diffs, 

a" to suggest ~trongly the necessity of ludden; to ellahle lhe native artist to paint 
them. 

H(~1H:eit seems prohahl(~ thut ;;oll1e of these elements were intended to represent 
real ladders. 

The frequency of the de~ign, however, rn<lke~ it almost certain that these ligures 
represent !!lOmcthing else and thal they arc symbolic of !lome fad or foree that was 
much in the mind of the pieLllr(~maker~. J n other word>;, we are not sure what they 
represent. 

113Willollp;hhy, C. c., An AnalySiS of the DecoratioIl8 Upon POl.t.<1l'y from the Mississippi Valley, 
Journal of American Folk,Lore, Vol. 10, Cambridge, 1897, pp. 9-20. 
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PLATE CeCIl 

SUN SYMBOLS, EQUAL-Al{]\lEU GROSSES IN cmCLES 

l. p,i(:t,OMt'Upll; :-iii." No. Cl, EI Paso County. 
2. P"troglyph, Sil" No. HI, Val Verde County. 
3. Petroglyph, Sil,' No. so, Ward County. 
1,. Petroglyph, Si.le N,!. SO, Wanl County. 
S. Piol.og;raph, Sit(' No. H,7, San Saba Counly. 

6. Pelroglypl" Sit(, No. 8], Val Vel'de County. 

7. Piel'.()grup'llj Sil.e N". S6, Terrell Coullty. 
H. Picto~ra ph, Sil." Nil. 56, Tern.' II COlllHy. 
9. Pietog;rupli, Site No. 4,0, BrewKII,r COlillty. 

PLATI;:, C,CCIII 

SUN SYI\IBOLS, UNUSUAL VARTANTS 

No. 17, the 8wtl,lika or Gamma-cross, i8 v,,'ry unUilual. in Texas pietl1re-wl'iting, No. 15 is 
suggestive of a composite hetween the 8w3Ktika and the tri8kck 

L Petrog;lyph, S.ile "C," Chill"al"".)., r-.'fexi"o. 
2. l'i<;tograph, Site No. R2, Val V"rdc COlinty. 
3,. Pjcto(.\raph, Site No. 76, Val Vo'rlle County. 
4,. Pictograph, Site No.2, El Pas" COiJnty. 
5. Pieto;!;raph, Site No. 17, Culbcl'son County. 
6. Pictograph, S)lr No. 150, Condm County. 
7. Pietograph, Sile No. ISO, Concho County. 
R. l'ietngl'aph, ~",ile No. ISO, Concho County. 
9. Pelr(l~Iyph, Sit!·, No. 50., Ward County. 

10. Piclograph, Site No. HiO, Concho C"llnt.y. 
1.1. j'i':tograph, Site No. 150, CorJ(:ilo County. 
12. Pid.o;!;mph, Sil'.) No. :ISO, Co]]dlo County. 
U. Pictograph, Sil,' No. 119, Edward, (\lIlnty. 
H,. Picl.ograph, Site No. ISS, SU<l,licns Counly. 
1 S. l'etnlglyph, Sil·c No. 1:3, Culber~()n Coulll.y. 
16. Pictograph, Site No. HS, Llano COlllHy. 
17. Pictograph, Site No. 139, Kiml,lc County. 

PLATE CCCTV 

CLOUD, LIGHTNING, HATN AND WATER SYMBOLS 

1. Pictograph, Site No.1, EI l'aRo County. 
2. l'ictO!':l'llph, Site No. 30, Jeff Davis County. 
;3. Picto;!;T<lPh, S.ite No. 74, Vul Verde County. 
4. Pictograph, ~',il.e No. )110, Gillespi() County. 
S. p,,·tJ'oglyph, Sit,~ No.1], lIudspeth County. 
6. Pictowaph, Site No.1 SO, COrH~ho County. 
7. Pictograph, Site Nil'. 140., Cillespie County. 
8. Pictograph, S.itc No. 66, Val V,,"rde COllnty. 
9. P"i.l'o;!;lyph, Sill.' No. ,1" Hudspeth County. 

10. j>iG\(I;!;raph, Silfj N(l. 1,52, Nohn County. 
n. Pictop'uph, Site No. ]] 9, Kinney C,mnly. 
12. Petroglyph, Sit,~ "B," Ot"ro County, Now M"xieo. 
1:l. l'e1trop:lyph, Site No. so, W",.,l County. 
1.4 .. Pictograph, Site No. 51, Winkler COllnt y. 
IS. Pi<:t.ogl'apli, Site No. 110,. Gillespie CO)IIlI.y. 
1,6. Pt:'I.ro;!;lyph, Site No. 81, Val V"rt1c County. 
17. PetTop:lyph, Sik Nn. 4" ITlld~lwt.h Coullty. 
18. Petroglyph, Sitt: "C'," Chihllahua, Mexico. 
19. Pict.op;raph, Si.te No. (iR, Vnl Verde County. 
20. Pictograph, Site No. ]So.,(:ondlo County. 
21. Pimograph, Sit,~ No. 60, Val Vecnle County. 
22. l'.i"tngraph, Site No. 68, Val Verde County. 
23. P.ictograph, Site No. 84, Val Verde County. 
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PLATE CCCV 

LADDER·LIKE ELEJl.IENTS 

1. Painted pebble, Site No. H2, Val Verde COllllty. 
2. Jiictograph, Sil" No. 27, Jeff Ilav.i~ Coullty. 
:l. Petroglyph, Site No.8, Hudspeth County. 
<1,. Petroglyph, She No. 50, Ward County. 
S, l'ielograph, Site No. 30, Presidio Cotlnty. 
6. Pictograph, Site No. 88, Val V~nle CO\Int.y. 
7. Piet.ogruph, Site No. l.'l:{, R.~:al COllnty. 
fl. l'ic.:to/l:raph, Site No. 133, Re'al County. 
9. Pictograph, Site No. :B, Ree'l'es Coulll.Y. 

10. Pletogr'aph, Sh.e No. 99, Val Verde County. 
ll. T'it:lo!.\raph, Site No. 140, Gillespie County. 
12. I'i(:t.o!.\ruph, Site No. 119, Kinney County. 
13. Pic:.t.ogrtlph, Site No. 84·, Val Verde County. 
14,. Plctowaph, Site No. 30, .lefT Dav," County. 
J:'. Pictograph, Sitc No. 26, Jeff Dav.is County. 
16. Pi<:.to!l;raph, Sil.e No. 27, Jeff Davis County. 
17. p"troll:lyph, Site No. 151, Cok" County. 
HI. Pictograph, Site No. 180, Pre"idi" County. 
19. Curved 8l.one, Williamson COllnly. 
20. Pil:tograph, Site No. 66, Val Verde County. 
2.1. Pietograph, Site No. 84·, Val Verde County. 
22. Carved Slone, W.iU.iam80n Count.y. 
23,. Pictograph, Site No.1, El Puso Counly. 
21,. Pictograph, Site No.2, El Pu~o County. 
2;'. Puintd pebble, Sil., No. 82, Val Verde COUllty. 
26. Pictowaph, Sil.n No. 82, Val Vnrdo Counly. 
27. Pictograph, Site No. 22, Reeves Connty. 
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PLATE CCGVI 

CONNECTED CJRCLES AND DOTS 

1. Petroglyph, Sit.e No. HI, Culberson Coont.y. 
2. l'jr,t.ograplt, Site No.2, EJ Paso County. 
3. Pieto'graph, Site No. 150, Concho County, 
,j,. Petroglyph, Silc No. 50, Warel County. 
5. l'e'll'oglyph, Sit" No. 18, Culberson County. 
6. I'klogruph, Site No. 71. Val Venle County. 
7. l'et.rop;lyph, Sit.e No. JJ, Hu<hpeth Coullly. 
8. Pictograph, Site No. 6.1, Val Verde County. 
9. Pell'oglypll, Site "C," Chihuahlla, Mnxi..,o. 

10. Petroglyph, Site NO'. Ill, V,,] V(!'rde County. 
II. I'etroglyph, Sil,'. No.4, Iludspeth County. 
12. Petroglyph, Sit,~ No. 81, Val Verrie County. 
li!. l'i(:t.l.lgraph, Site No.2, EI I'OIKO C(IlJnI.y. 
li(" Pictograph, ~,it.e No. 2,3" J:{1',eves COUnly. 
15. Petroglyph, SiJe N'J'. 4" Hudspeth County. 
16, l'et.mglyph, Site No. 4·, Hud~lh'th Counly, 
17. l'e'troglyph, Site No.4" Hudspeth Co-umy. 
lA. Petroglyph, Sit'J No.8, Hud'll<:th County. 
19. Petroglyph, Site "B," Ot<'11'0 County, New MflXico. 
20. Pir:tograph, Site No. lO.3, Ellwards Coullty. 
21. I\·,troglyph, Situ No. 81, Val V~rde, County. 
22. Pet.l'oglypl" Sil'e No. 13, Culbers()JJ County. 
23. Pictograph, Site No. lSO, Concho County. 
24. Pc:t.roglyph, Sillj No. 50, Ward Coulll.y. 
25. Petroglyph, Site No. 13, CulheT80n County. 
26. Petroglyph, Site No. fl, Hudopeth COUIll.Y. 
27. Pictograph, Site No. 69, Val Ver,le County. 
28. P,::I.l'og'lyph, Site No.4" I-/udspet.h County. 
29. Pictograph, ~\ilf~ No. 155, SI~IJh(jn8 County. 
30. P"trogiyph, Site No. 81, Va] VCIl'rlc County. 
31. Petroglyph, Sitn "H," Otero County, New M""ieo. 
;]2. PCI.rnglyph, Sil" No. 13, C,dbeTson County. 
33. Pet.roglyph, Site No. Ill, Val Verde County. 
34, . .l"j'lroglyph, Site No. 81, Val Vlll'de County. 
35. Pctroglypl" SHe Nn. 81, V,I! V",rde County. 
,36. Petroglyph, Site "C," Chihuahua, Mexi..,o. 

PLATE cccvn 
RAKE.-LIKE; ELEMENTS 

1. Painted pebbles, Site Nfl. 82, Val Verde County. 
2. Petroglyph, Site No. 1:3, Culher80n County. 
3. Pictograph, Sitc No. 178, Cillher~on COllnty. 
4. Pictograph, Sitc No. 30, .Teff Davis County. 
5. Petroglyph, Site No. 18, C"lberson COllllty. 
o. Pictograph, Silt, N". 91, Val Verde County. 
7. Pictograph, Site No. 17, Culherson Coullty. 
8. PiCl.ograph, Site No. 150, Concho COllnty. 
9. Pktograph, Site No. 27, ]df Davis Co,lIlt.y. 

10. Piet.(lgraph, Sittl No. 17, Culherson Courlly. 
II. Pictograph, Site No. 178, Culherson County. 
12. Petroglyph, Site No. SO, Ward COllllty. 
18. Pictograph, Site No. ISO, Concho County. 
11. Petroglyph, Site No. 190, Loving Counl.y. 
15. Pictograpb, Site No.2, EI Paso County. 
10. Pictograph, Site No. 150, Concho Cotinty. 
)7. Pictograph, Site No. 24" Reeve. COllnty. 
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PLATE CCCV I II 

F.lGlIIH: 1<:1(;1.1'1' ELEMENTS 

1. Pictograph, Site No. ;30, .Teff Davis County. 
2. P(,troglyph, Site No. Ill, Val Verde County . 
.'3. l'il'togl'uph, Sit" No. LOll, Edwards COllnty. 
4. Petroglyph, Sit" No. Ill, Culberson County. 
5. Pictograph, Sit" No. 99, Val Verde County. 
6. Petroglyph, Site No. 81, Val Verde County. 
7. Pictograph, Site No. IN, Val Verde County. 
8. Petroglyph, Site No.5, Hlldspeth County. 
9. Petroglyph, Site No. Ill, Val Verde County. 

10. Petroglyph, Site No. 81, Val Verde County. 
11. Pictograph, Site No. ).'3.'3, Real County. 
]2. l'ietngraph, Site No. 22, Reeves County. 
):3 •. Petr<)glyph, Site No. 152, Nolun County. 
14. Pictograph, Site No. 22, }{eevtis County. 
15. Petroglyph, Site No. 13, Cullwrson County. 
Hi. Petroglyph, Site No. 8, lllld~l)(lth COllllly. 
17. Pictograph, Site No. 108, Edwurds County. 
18. Petroglyph, Site No.4, lllld.,pcth County. 
J9. P"troglyph, Sitl., "B," Otero County, New Mel<il'o. 
20. Petroglyph, Site No.1, Hlld,peth County. 
21. Pictograph, Sitt, No. 56, T~rrdl County. 
22. Pictograph, Site No. 6l, TeTr~Il County. 

PLATE. CCCIX 

VARIOUS FORMS OF TI.lE CROSS 

1. l'etl'(lglyph, Site No. 81, Val Vc:rde County. 
2. Pictograph. Site No. 31, Presidio County. 
:3. Pi.,tngraph, Site No. 150, Concho Coullty . 
. 1.. Pictograph, Site "H," Otero County, New MexicQ. 
5. Pictograph, Site No. 56, '1"r'TIcll County. 
6. Pictograph, Site No.3, 1':,1 Pu>;o County. 
7. Pictogruph, Sitn No. 150, Coneho County. 
8. Petroglyph, Site No. 151, Coke County. 
9. piotograph, Site No. 145, Llano County. 

10. Pictograph, Site No,. 155, Stephens County. 
11. Pictograph, Site No. 56, Terrell County. 
12. Carved ~tone, Wilhurgcr County. 
13. Pictograph, Site No. 56, Terrdl County. 
H. Pictograph, Site No. 156, HUf!wt County. 
]5. Petrol-\Iyph, Site No. 13" Culb(:'r~(!l\ Coullty. 
16. l'I~'l:rog;lyph, Site No. 20, Culberson County. 
17. "!(;togrtlph, Site No. 180, Presidio County. 
lB. Pictogruph, Sito No. 8,:1, Val Verde County. 
19. Petroglyph, Site No. 11, Hudspeth County. 
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CONNECTED CIRCLES, CONCENTl{JC CmCLES AND DOTS 

III ] 2 Texas countics, one in New Mexico and another in Chihuahua, Mexico, 
are various arrangements of conneeted cireles and dols. Of::l6 elements pictured in 
Plate CCCVI, ten arc pictographs and 26 petroglyph". 

In certain cases the eonnr.otr.d circles form a maze or netting; some form a chain, 
others are connected in series. In one case the ('irde~ Ilnilr. to form a rayed sUIl-dis«:; 
again they form a cross. In a few cases, such as Nos. 2B and 3::1, same plate, they 
may represent conventionalizr.d hu.man figures. No. 20 is suggestive of a snake, and 
No. 16 of a simplified bird. 

HAKF:-LIKE ELEMENTS 

Rake-shaped elements appear in the picture-writings 1.11 14< counties. Of 17 sllch 
elements illustrated in Plate CCCV II, fOllr arc petrogl yphs and 13 pietographs. 

Nos. 2, 5, 15, same plate, show elements almo8Lidenticai with a so-called "death 
count" pictured by Mallery}14 who states: "This deviee is very frequently used to 
denote the death of the Dakota~. The black ~trokes indicate the death of' perilons 
of the numher delineated and the union line shows that they were of the same tribe." 

It is interesting to note that the rake-likr. element is mueh like some of the 
so-called rain symbols. The chief difference, in a number of cases, is that the rakc 
"teelh" are straight, whereas the lines representing fall ing rain usually are curved 
or zigzag. 

FIGURE EIGHT ELEMENTS 

Another picture clement of widr.sprr.ad oceurrence is the so·ealled figure eight, 
found in ten counties. Sometimes the figure varies, taking on the appearance of 
chain links. Again, there arc lines attached at the ends of the figure. Certain con­
nected concentric circles give Lhe appearance of a figure eight. 

The writer does not know what I>ignifioam:e the Texas Indians attached to this 
element. 

Deyer,1l!5 in writing of the Maya hieroglyphs, calls a figure eight element "en­
twined flame." 

THE Cnoss 

The eros~ frequently occurs in both prehistoric and historic pictures. The most 
emnmOll type is the equal-armed, 80·ealled Greek er05S. It appears in roek pictures 
in 17 counties. Of the 19 specimens illuiltrated in Plate CCCIX, six are petroglyphs 
and 13 pictographs. 

No. 10, same plate, is a typical example of the Lllin en)ils. Nos. 8, 17, and 
various oLhers, are equal-armed; while No. 13 is a fourehec cros", divided at the 
extrr.mity of r.ach ann. The laUe!', together with the ordinary equal-armed cross, 
are common in the incised designs on pnllery from East Texas-in The University of 
Texas Anthropology Museum ,·as well as in pietographs and petroglyphs from 

lUMal!cry, Garrick, op, cit., Tenth Annual Heport, Fig. 96(), p. 604. 
11!'Boyer, Hermann, The Analysi. of the Maya IIieroglyph~, reprinted from Inlernationales 

Archh Fur Ellin()grl.lphie, Bund XXXI, 1930, E. .I. Brill, Ltd., LClydcll, 1930, p. 12, Fig. In. 
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W cst Texas. On the other hand, the swastika or Gamma-cross, rather common 
on East Texas pottery, rarelyi;; found in the W'est Texas rock pictures. 

The crosses found at sites showing mission influence usually are of the Latin type, 
with the vertical arm longer than the horillolltal one. X"shuped elements, symboliz­
ing the cross, also arc found at historic sites. 

But it must be remembered that not all paintings or carvings with cross-shaped 
clcments are historie. A number appcar in prehistoric sites. Holmes no aptly sizes 
up the situation as follows: 

"If written history do("o /lot c'olahlish heyoll(l a doubt tlw faet that the NO~S had a 
place in our aboriginal symboli~ll1, w~' havn ],\11. 1.0 I.!irll 1.0' I.he puges of the great 
ar(:hanologir:ul I"e,eol"d, where we find that it o(:.cupie~ a p'iaet:' .in UlH:ie'nt Arnnri.:an (lrt 
~(' intima.tdy .irltllrW(ly(,n with cuneeptiollR peculiar t.o, t.he: cont.inent that it cannot 
be separated from them. his fnund. a;;~o(:ial(!·d wilh olh(,,- prchisi.orlG remains 
throughout nearly the- nntil"(1 length and breadth of America." 

Included in the above numbered plate arc several unusual representations of the 
crO!SH. No.2, from a hi!'ltoric: site, has an outlined equal-anned 01'0,,8 surrounded by 
11 square fidd lightly colored in red. No. G 8how~ two ~qual-armed crosses incor­
poral~d in the body of an animal, with a third cross variant attaehed to the animal's 
back. No. II consists of an equal-armed cross mad(~ up of four parallel line!> 
radiating hom a rayed disc. No. lB, from a prehistoric site, has an unusual rayed 
cross-ann and m.ay be a fantastic insect. 

DESIGN ELEIV1EN'['S RESEMJH.TNG LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET 

Dy coincidence, there are various paintings and carvings suggestive of certain 
leUers of our alphabet. Most Com.IIIOn among these are the Y-shaped elements. In 
certain sites thel!\e appeal' with such frequency as to indicate some special significance. 
Thei r significance is nol. known. 'fhcy possihly may represent set,up rabbit nets, 
with the stem of the Y constituting a run hack from the open net eorrall. 

There also are certain sites in which a V-shaped eh~lnent appears. It sometimes 
takes the form of a series of chevrons. Aecordin~ to Fewkes,t17 thcse in some cascs 
symbolized the tracks of m,otlnl.nin sheep. 

ZIGZAGS 

Wavy lines, or zigzags, appear in J.() counties. Of the 17 specimens shown in 
Plate eeeXT, ten are pidographs and seven petroglyph:;;. 

The meaning is not ddinite1y known. In some (;as(~s zig;.:ags may have symholized 
lightning. Particularly is this true when connected to doud or rain svmbol!;. 

Steward'IM classes parallel zigwgs and series or diamonds as girls' p'uberty paint­
ings. Nos. 2 and 8 are almo~l identical wiLh sO.me of them. 

In this eonneetion, Professor J. E. PcarcC' makes the following comment: "The 
zigzag lines in sUI.:h paintings may represent flowing blood, a natural implication; in 
which case such designs as Nos. 1 and 5, Plate eeeX!, may represent the cysthos." 

lJOHohne~, W. H., Art in Shell of the Ancient American!';, Second Annual Report, Bureau of 
American Ethnology, J 880-81, Washington, J 88i3, pp. 268-269. 

ll;Fewkes, J. W., 'ru~ayall TotnlIlic Signatures, op. cil., pp. 1.-11. 
118Stewllrd, J. II., op. Cil., pp. 202, 203, and Map 26. 
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PLATE CCCX 

Y.SHAl'ED ELEMENTS 

1. PiG[og;raph, Site Nu, ];'6, Burnet CrHlnty. 
2 .. Pictograph, Site NO'. 150" Concho COllnly. 
3. Pe<troglyph, Site No. 50, Ward CO(lnty. 
4. l'i<:logr'<lph, Sill,' No. 27, jldT Davis County. 
5. Pictograph, ~'.ite No. 150, (:011<.:110 County. 
6. Pictograph, Site No. 145, Llano C{)UllLy. 
7. Pictograph, Sile No. 17, ClIlIlf'l'SOn COLlnt,y. 
H. l'I)I\.I'oglyph, Silt:. No. 50, Wanl County. 
9. Petroglyph, Site No. 18, Culberson County. 

10. Pictogmph, Site No. 51, Winkler County. 
11. Pic,Logl'aph, Sill' No. 2'1, Culllt"rson County. 
12. P,ic:togmph, Sit" No. 51, Winklcl' County. 
n. Pictog;l'uph, Site No, 20, Culberson County. 
].4.. Pletograph, Sit" No. 51, Winkl",' COllnty. 

PLATE CCeXI 

ZIGZAGS 

1. Petroglyph, Site No, Bl, Val Verde County. 
2. Pietograph, Sit~ No. ]40, GilIe,pie COllllty. 
S. P(,trog;lyph, Site No. 11, Hudspeth COUlIty, 
4,. Pictograph, Site No. 99, Val Verde County, 
5. Pictograph, Sil~' No. B8, Val Verde County. 
6. Pel.l'og;lyph, Site No.4" Hudspeth County, 
7. Petroglyph, Site No. ]1, lIud~peth County. 
8. Petroglyph, Site No. 11, lIud~peth County, 
9. i'C'lroglyph, Site No. 20, Culbcr~oll c,'unty. 

lU. Petrog;lyph, Site No. H. Hud~pcth County. 
11. Pictograph, Site No. 156, HlirIJet County. 
12. Pictograph, Site ]\,0. 26, Jeff Davis County, 
13. Pictogr(lph, Site No. 180, Presidio County, 
14,. Pjt:\.ogl'llph, Site No. ISO, ClHlCho County. 
15. Pictograph, Site No, 180, Presidio County. 
16, Pictograph, Sit~ No. 14.0, Gillespill County. 
17. Pictograph, Site No. l10, Gillospie County. 

PLATE CCeXIT 

ANCHOR·LIKE ELEMENTS 

L l"ielo~raph, Site No. 72, Val Verde Coullty. 
2. Pict.og;raph, Sito No. 74., Val Ve['det Coullty. 
:.1. Pictograph, Site No. 82, Val VI"rd", County. 
4,. Petroglyph, Site No. 151, Cuke Coullly. 
5. i'it:tograph, Site No. Gl, TelTeH County. 
(i,. Pictograph, Site. No, 23, RIl(lVC~ County. 
7. Pictograpll, Site No.2, .1<:1 PU"V C()(lnty. 
8. PetToglyph, Site No. ,1, Illld~pet" County. 
II. Pictograph, Sil .. , No.2, EI 1'U80 County. 

10. Pertrol(iyph, Site No. 168, StcJlh(''II~ County. 
II. Pictograph, Site No. il2, Val Verde County. 
12. Pict.ograph, Site Nu, 2.3-, Heevcs County, 

PLATE CCCXIlT 

ENCLOSURES OF LINES., DOTS AND DASHES 

1. P.ictograph, Silo No. 82, Val Verde County. 
2 .. Pictop;raph, Site No. 90, Val Ve'l'de County, 
3. Pictograpll, Site No. ],10, Gillespie COUllty, 
4" l'ietograph, Site No, 82, Val V()rde CounlY. 
5. Pictl.lg;ruph, Sit.." No. n, Val Verde GlLlllly, 
6, Petroglyph, Site No, Il, Hud~pe.th Coullty. 
7. Pictograph, Site No, 96, Val Verde County. 
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ANCHOR-LIKI<; EL~;MENTS 

Appearing in picture writings in sevcn counties are anchor-like elements. The 
pictures are found in hoth prehistorie and hbtorie sites. It is possible that those 
with a short hook at the end may have represented the allal!. One i" seen in Plate 
CCCXII, 2. The ones with a cross arm, like No. G, may be highly conventionalized 
human figures. 

Haury' '''" illustrates a painting, frotn the Canyon Creek Huin in East Cenlnll 
AriJ>:ona, thal r{~semhles one from Site No.2, El P,tSO County, Texas. (Plate 
CCCXTT, 7.) He condudes--·-as lhe result of tree-ring dating-that the Ari..:Ofw 
picture and ones associated with it "nrc fourtecnth century ereation!l." He descrihe~ 
the double anchor-like design as "apparently ,I stylized face." It, however, has 
two sets of small concentric: circles so placed as to sugge1'lt eyes. The Texas painting 
does not include the latter fealures. 

Hough 'JV in his paper on "The Buffalo Motive in Middle Celebes Decorative 
Design" illustrates certain carved hooks and spoons that furnished a key to buffalo 
designs appearing on bark cloth, gourds, bamboo, coconut and horn articles. Some of 
those "pairs of crescentic figures diverging oUlwa(dly hom a base" are suggestive of 
certain anchor-like elements in Texas picture-writings. Henee it seems possible that 
some of the Texas pictllres rnay symbolize bufTalo hOnliS and heads. 

ENCLOSURES OF LINES, DOTS AND DASHES 

A Aymholie drawing occasionally met with is an enclosure arollnd an animal or 
human figure. In this connection Mallery I"" ;;uggesl;s; 

"A circlel of do Is or dashes al"onn,d the hem! of an animal is supposed t.o' menu 
that I.he animal was surrounded by a c.irclel of hunl.eh Itll..! ~o forced to stop." 

In another place he' "' sLales that the drde of dashes endosIng an animal may be 
used to indicate a name. A~Jove the head of a man is pictured a bear enclosed by a 
circle. It signifie~ that the man's name was The-Bear-Stops. 

It iiS not known whether the Texas pictures of Ihis type were totemic signatures or 
records of the chaRe. It is int.eresting to note (Plate CCCXlII, 5) that a human 
figure partly endoRed by three rows of dote; i~ armed with an atlatl and dart. 
Will; the piet.ure intended to reeount the experience of a warrio!' who, surrounded hy 
enelnies, fought to the las!.'? Sueh int.erpretation is mere conjecture. 

llf"Haury, E. W., The Canyon Creek Ruin and The Cliff Dwellings of the Sierra Aneha, Medal. 
lion PallerS No. XIV, Gila Puehlo, Globe, Arizona, January, 1934, pp. 141-14,2, Fig. 26e. 

lJi'Hol1gh, Walter, The Buffalo Motive in Middle Celehes Decorative Design, Procceding~ of 
U.S. National Musellm, Vol. 79, Art. 29, Washington, 1932, pp. 1--8, pIs. 1-9. 

'OlOMaIlery, Garrick, 0]1. cit., Tenth Annual Report, pp. 591, 653. 
l~JMallery, Garl'ick, 0/1. cit" Fourth Annual Report, Pictorial Roster of tiH: Heads of Famili()~, 

Dakota, 1883, pI. Ln. 
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PI,ATE CCCXIV 

I IOURGLASS·J J KID ELEMENTS 

1. Pict"gr,,!,h, ~ite No. JHO, l're~idio COlility. 
2. p,)\J'op;lyph, Site No.4., IIl1dspeth COlirtly. 
:3. Pielograpl" Silo No. 56, 1""'''4111 Cllunty. 
1. Piclollruph, Siu: No. I SO, Concho County. 
5. Pet.rop;iyph, Silf: "II," Olero COllnty, New 1\I..:xicn. 
G. Pictograph, Site N .... 51, Winkler County. 
7. Pictogruph, Sitt' No. 1 HO', PI'I',itlin COllnty. 
R. 1\:I.l·lIlllyph, Site ;;A," Otel'o Cllllnty, Nnw Mfjxi~:o. 

PLATE CCCXV 

SCHOLL AND TERRACI;: J<:T,EMENTS 

1. Pictograph, Site No.2, 1<:1. Paso Coullty. 
2. 1\:lrnglypiJ, Site No.1" IIllclHj}eth County . 
.':I. Petroglyph, Sit.c No.4" Hudspeth COllrHy. 
4·. Petroglyph, Site No. G, Hurl~(I't·th County. 
G. Petroglyph, Sitn No. 4·,1 ludspeth County. 
6. Petroglyph, Sit.e No.4" Hlldspel.l, COllllly. 
7. PNJ'oglyph, Sile No. HI, Val Verde COlillty. 
B. Pictogmph, Site No.1 ]9, Kinney COllnl.y. 
9. p,;tToglyph, Site No. H, Cul"er~on Coul1l.y. 

10. Petroglyph, Site No.4., Hudspeth County. 
11. Petroglyph, Site "B," Otero COllllty, N .. w l\lexieo. 
]2. Petrop;lyph, S.it.e No. <1., Hud~Jlertll Gmnly. 
13. Petroglyph, Site "B," Otero County, New .I\1exico. 
14. Pktograph, Site No. I, El Paso C"unty. 
15. Petroglyph, Site No. II" HI,d8pcth c.,unty. 
16. Petroglyph, She No.8, HlIthpeth County. 
17. Pet.l'op;Jyph, Site ';A," Otero COllnty, New Mexico. 
18. Painted pd)ble, Site No. 82, Val Verde COllnty. 

PLATE CGCXVr 

BLANKET-LIKE DESIGNS 

1. Pictograph, Stte No.1, £1 Paso County. 

2. Pi<:top;raph, Sit.e No.2, El Pas!) County. 

3,. Pictograph, Site No. 72, Val Vr,rde County. 

4. Painted pchhle, Site No. il2, Val Vel'l],' COllnty. 

FIG. 28;3. BOAT-LIKE ELEMENTS 

1. Pictograph, Site No. 61, Terrell County. 

2. Pictograph, Site No. 61, TeTTeIl County. 

3. Petroglyph, Site No. 14., Culhcr~on County. 

4 •. Pietograph, Sit,~ No. ISO, COllcho COllmy. 

S. l'ic.tograllh, Site N". 142, Mason County. 

6. Carved ~tone, Wilh"rp;er County. 

7. Pictograph, Site No. 29, J df Davis Count.y. 
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BOAT-LIKE ELEMENT!> 

At a few sites are painLing~ and (:arving~ ",ugg~~live of boats. A painting at Site 
No. 150, Concho County (Figure 2n:)) ,i~ suggestive of a canoc tied betwt'en trees. 
So far as known the Indianil ranging in this se(,tion did not practice canoe burial. 
The significance of the pairlli ng is unknown. 

J II ccrtain cases the cre~cent-shal'ed elemcnts may have represented thernoon. 

HOURGLASS-LIKE E1J,;i\1ENTS 

The hourglass elemcnt occurs in five counties. The Inosl outstanding of these 
figures arc al Site No. 180, Presidio County. Olhers appear at Sitos No.4" 51, 56, 
and 1.50, Hudspeth, Winkler, Terrell and Concho Countie;;. 

The olement frequently stands alone, but sornetinles is incorporaLNI in olher 
figures. A str.iking illustration is at Si(.r<No. 51, Winkler County, where the hourglass 
forms the body of a hum,an figure. (Plate CCCXTV. 0.) The design is merely a 
variation from the (;ommon triangular element. 

An hourglass clement enclo~ed in a circle, such as that at Site No. 150, Concho 
County (Plate CCCXIV, 4), is much like a certain design .in headwork of the 
Arapaho Indians. It is !:onsiderecl fairly prevalent among the Plains Indians as a 
whole. By clistom the design has come to have a definite llame amI !neanll1g. It is 
intended to represent the head.122 

SCHOLL AND TERHACE ELEMENTS 

Scroll and terraee elements occur in six counties. They are more abundant in the 
extreme western part of the state, where sometimes incorporated in cloud and rain 
symbols. Many of the scrolls are strikingly like pottery designs of hoth the South­
west and eerLuin parlS of the Mississippi Valley. 

In Plate CCCXV, II, is seen a rosette of simple coils, but suggestive of the 
swastika. No.6 is a continuous loop coil; No.9, a complicated series of frets; and 
No. 16 a reversed coil or spiral. 

BLANKET-LIKE DF,SIGNS 

At Sites No.1 and 2, 1~;I Paso County, a1\ well aA 72 and 132, Val Verde County, arc 
paintings suggestiv() o[ dcsign8,in the woven blankets of the Southwest. 

The one illustrated in Plate CCCXVI, 2 is similar lo the design on a "painted 
stone vase flhowing textilt~ paltern, Pue},lo Bonito, N!~w Mr·~)(ieo, X to XII century," 
in the Museum of the Amcric<ln Indian, Heye FOlJndalion.'~:l 

122WissJer, Clark, Indian Headwork, Guide Leaflet No. 50, American Mllselim of Natural History, 
New York, 1927, pp. 24-25. 

123KisseJJ, M. L., Indian Weaving, Introdll(,Iion to American Indian Art, Part II, The Exposition 
(If Indian Trihal Art6, Inc., New York, 1931, p. 14. 
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PART VI 

MATERIALS AND METHODS OF PICTURE~WRITING 

In many cases the maLerial!:5 and methods employed by the native artist!:) are 
evident. SomeLimes, however, they are not definitely known. 

MATERIALS AND THEIR PREPAHATlON 

Most of thc paints used in Texas pieture.writings are of mineral ongUl. The red 
came from hematite or ocher, and sometimes from cinnabar. The use of the red 
ore of mercury is to be expected, in view of its abundant supply in the Big fiend 
region. Paint occasionally was prepared from earth (:ontaining oxide of iron whieh 
sometimes was burned as a part of the process of preparing. 

Another prolific source of red paint, reported by Ray, I ",J i!:5 a m.inc in the southern 
part of Taylor County. He describes it as follows: 

" ... He:r.··, extending for a. distancc of a half mile or rlIOf<" in a north and south 
dil'(:'Glillu along the brow of a high lime'~tone ridge, is an almo8t continuous, SCTios 
of excavations in hard rock. Tbe~e vary from six to eight fnN deep ,ilHI sonw are over 
30 feet. acroiis. Some prehistoric peopk haii ",,,,avat.,,.! a lremendOll~ quantity of hard 
~1"nG to get at: a vein of red Hton~1 which lies under it. Most of IheM pits have 
eonsidcl'a.ble ~<)iI and deh'rig, in the bottoms ..•. The lle1o/llel who- mined the area 
curried. 'Iuant it ies of lhe red "Lonn t", u Hat space: to' lhe west side: of the hill, where 
it was found £,cattcl'c,d thickly over tllel ground. On the groU!u] around werel strewn 
lnany pear-shaped cIHI·~cIllpers .... Mol'''!! than a hundred 6u<:h scrapers wcrn found 
whcrc: Hoil erosion had exposed, ,hero. 

"fn many eaSCH from Olle to three scraperR were found Iyinl-l around a, large: stonC', 
jllst as the: workman had left them .... Experiments conducted with these ,crupers 
showed tb<lt the red stone may he: readily shaved off in. thl!: form of fine r~d powder 
which re~embJes rouge. Orw may apply Ihi~ dry with the finger. Thus used it makes 
,HI dfective' .n,d facel paint. Tim color i8 very similar to red color used OIL Illf!: 
painted ro"k~ O('ar the town of !"aint Rock, Tex!io." 

Tn some eases the black may have been a mixture of charcoal and grease, Again, 
<l mangane~e compound was used. Martin'"" found, in a grave, a mass of powdered 
mangan/"se mixed with faL or oil. The manganese was se(;ured locally. 

That charcoal sometimes Wa~ u5cd without being mixed with nLheringredients is 
sugge5ted by the occaHional finding in the cave depos.its of picces of chareoaI that 
have becn scraped inLo pencil shape and show evideIH;e of U1;C on onc end. 

The white may have been from kaolin, gypsum or harite used as a base. The 
yellow came from ocher or limonite. Pearce and J aeb;on' ~/) report two large IHW, of 
yellow ocher, apparent.ly ground and molded into triangular shape. These were found 
in the camp refuse in the rcar of a shelter. On the wall are pietograph~ in thc same 
~hade of yellow. 

The s.rnall amount of green paint, appearing aL four 1;ite5, probably came from 
copper oxide secured in the Southwest. 

I ~'~J{ay, eyn" N., A Differential in" (If the Prehistoric Cliltures of the Abilcne Sectioll, Texuo 
Al'ehaeologicnl ano Paleontologir:al So(:iPty, Vol. 1, Abilene, September, 1929, pp. 17-18. 

1~:'M.artin, G. C., Archeolngieal Exploration of Shumla Caves, np. cit., pp. 2,3, 77 . 
. 1~/iPc!lrc", J. K, and Jackson, A. '1'., op. cit., pp. 55-56. 
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PART VII 

POSSIBLE AGES AND AUTHORSHIP OF PICTURES 

The possible ages and authorship of the Texas picture-writings arc subjects about 
which little is known. 

AGES 

The most definite information concerning p05sible ages is that dealing with a few 
pictures showing mission influence. Knowing the dates of the establishment and 
abandonment of the missions in the various regions, as previously discussed, one may 
approximate the ages of pictures of that type. 

In the region extending from El Pa~o to the southern ti p of the Big Bend, pictures 
showing mission influence may range in date from 1670 to 1783. Similar paintings 
in the Terrell County and Val Verde County region may range from 1700 to near 1780. 
In the upper Nueves River section, including Edwards and Real Counties, mission 
influences may have shown up in the picture-writings in the brief pcriod of 1762-1767, 
or shortly thereafter. Sites, such as those in Concho and San Saba Counties, that 
came under the influence of the San Saba Mission, come within the period of 1757-
1768. PainLing~ along the eastern fringe of the picture-writing area may have been 
influenced by the San Antonio missions at any lime between 1722 and !HOO or some-
what later. . 

Various other historic paintings, where no definite rnission influence is present, 
may dute as late as 1850. 

Tn working backward, beyond the period showing European contact, there are 
no mileposts. The few dependable yardslick~, hy which a possible chronology may 
he partially worked out, are the following: 

1. P088ible archaeoh,g.kal dating of thel material culture in a give'n si\.c or locality. 
2. The ~uperimpositjon of pictures. 
3. Pictures covered by camp refusp.l, accumu]atp,.! ~jnce the painting of the picture~. 
4. Preservation of paints unde,r condit.ions similar to tho:;o at a site with an age tie-up. 
5. Relativn weathering of petroglyphs on rocks of corresponding durahility. 
6. Badly ~ooted ahrading mark~ and petroglyphs superimposed over pictograph~. 

With regard to the first possibility, it must be stated that little definite information 
if! now available. Much more archaeological work must be done in the eaves and 
shelters before the problem will come near solution. In discussing his work in the 
Dig Bend region, Setzlerl:!'l concludes: 

"These hypotheses do not imply all antiquity for the Bip; Btmd cave cultures 
greater thall tho Basket Maker III or Pueblo· I cu1tun:~. Even a relalive chronology 
must he veTY indefinite for the presellt." 

134Set"ler, F. M., A Prehi8t.oric Cave Culture in Southwestern Texa<,<, American Anthropologist 
(N.S.), Vol. 37, No.1, p. 110. 
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Since the Basket Maker III culture dates from approximately 200 to 500 A.D. 
and Pueblo I from 500 to 700 A.D., we thus have a tentative age of 1,200 to 
1,700 years for the cave culture of the Big Bend. Even if sueh dating should prove 
approximately correct, it still is not safe to apply the earliest culture date to the 
picture-writings. Some of the oldest cave pictures, which may represent the work 
of the original occupants, are now practically indecipherable. This is due to age and 
the superimposing of more recent pictures. 

The nearest approach, of which the writer knows, to dating prehistoric Texas 
picture-writings is that at Site No. 20, Culberson County. Potsherd!;, found at various 
depths in the midden deposit, were identified by Meram • and assigned a date range 
frorn ] 300 to 1600 A.D. It thus seems probable that the oldest paintings at that 
site do not exceed 600 years. 

There is a possibility that, at some future dale, a sufficient amount of suitable wood 
or charcoal may be recovered from the West Texas caves to date the sites by the 
tree-ring method. 

A careful study of the paintings at all sites may bring to light comparative ages 
of different classes of pictures. For example, the huge paintings of men, animals, 
and insects along the lower Pecos and Devils Rivers are dim, show no evidence of 
European contact, and have all the other earmarks of early prehistoric works. On 
the other hand, the small black paintings of the upper Nueccs, Frio, and South Llano 
Rivers often show European contact; and 80me, apparently, are scarcely 100 years old. 

No human handprints are found in sites having only the very old paintings. Some 
are among late prehistoric and many with historic pictures. Negative prints with 
painted outlines are found also in historic sites. 

The more recent pecked designs at Site No. 13, Culberson County, have not been 
discolored by age and are not damaged by weathering. A few of the old figures at 
the same site are barely decipherable. Others at Site No. 4,0, Brewster County, on 
stone just as durable and sirnilarly exposed, are badly weathered and so discolored 
by age that they blend with the original surface of Lhe stone. The former are com­
paratively young; the latter quite old. 

A sufficiently detailed study of superimposed pictures has not been made to permit 
of relative dating of many designs. 

Many variable elements enter into a comparative study of the ages of paintings 
based OIl the state of preservation. Among the elements which make difficult the 
comparison in widely separated regions are (1) difference in the durability of 
stones; (2) effects of seasonal changes; (3) variability of wind action. 

1~5Mera, H. P., Letter to A. T. Jac.kson, Dc·cember 7, 1934,. and Report on Shcrds, December 
17, 1934. 
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AUTHORSHIP 

The matter of determining the makers of the pictures is more difficult than at first 
appears. This is due, first, Lo the lack of assurance that the early occupants of the 
caves and shelters were of the same tribal affiliations as the Indians found in those 
regions in historic times. Next, it is difficult to tie up certain historic pictures with 
a given tribe, due to the constant shifting of the various tribes. 

There seems little doubt, however, that at least a part of the late prehistoric and 
early historic pictures in the EI Paso and Big Bend regions may be attributed to the 
various groups of Apaches. Along the Nueces and Concho Rivers, certain of the paint. 
ings probably were made by the Lipan and others by the Jumano. Some of the picto. 
graphs along the Rio Grande, in the vicinity of the mouth of the Pecos River, likewise 
may have been painted by the Jumano. Aecording to Boltorl,"w the Jumano were 
located in 1684 along the Middle Coneho, at the junction of the North and Middle 
Concho, or on the Colorado River near its junction with the Concho River. Some of 
the tribe also lived, for some ten years prior to 1693, in the general region of the Rio 
Grande "a short distance north of the Rio Grande and east of the Pecos, having been 
forced back hy the Apaehe." 

With regard to the pictographs in the EI Paso region, Roberts 'S7 states that "a few 
of them suggest at lea~l slight Pueblo influence. The latter seem to be of g'reater 
age and in some instanees are partially eovered by portions of those of more recent 
date." As previously noted, it is his eonclusion that a majority of the pictures of 
that region ,are the work of the A paehe. 

Crimmins I ,,~ stales that the El Paso pictographs painted in green are the work of 
the Navajo Indians of Northern New Mexico and Arizona. The sites where green 
occurs in El Paso and Culberson Counties show evidenee of Pueblo influence. But 
there is some doubt .in the present writer's mind ahout the green paintings in Jeff 
Davis and Val Verde Counties. 

In the Texas Panhandle varIous pictures seem to show Pueblo influence. Some of 
the hi storie ones may be the work of the Kiowa Indians. 

A few of the historic paintings in West-Central Texa!;, and perhaps elsewhere, 
may have been made by the Comanches. 

Seventy.eight per cent of all sites examined appear to he entirely prehistoric. This 
mea~s the authorsh.ip of the picture.writings at those sites is unknown, insofar as 
exact tribal determination is concerned. 

13HBol\on, H. K, The Jumano Indians in TeJ<aK, 1650-1771, Texas Historical Association Quar­
terly, Vol. XV, No.1, Austin, July, 1911, pp. 66-84. 

1:17RohertK, F. H. R., Jr.,op. cit., pp. 2-3,. 
1 nRCrimmins, M. 1., Pict.ographs at the IIueco Tanks, op. cit., p. 26. 
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Clint Smith, relating his experienees amOllg the Comanehe Indians, 1;late8 : "We 
moved up ... near the head of the Arkansas River .... While we were in that 
country we gathered all kinds of paint, blue, red and hlack prindpally, to use in 
making up our war-paint. For green they used green coHee soaked in turkey or 
birds' eggs, on! y the whites being used. It make:; a deep f!;recn .... They learned 
this from the Mexicans." (The Boy Captives, pp. 1.,)1-1-159.) 

CoHin1"' reports, from Drewsler County, painted stones nn whidl "vegetable jui(:e~ 
were the ehief ingredient." 

That paint freqUt~nlly wa~ gl'Ound with .lnelalcs and man os is proved by finds in 
\Vest Tex,ls caves. The writer discovered a 81IHlll melate buried on three mann" 
arranged in tl'ianguhlr form. These stones >lhow evidence of htlvinf!; been used for 
grinding red paint. Again, a large crude metate, aeeompanied by a rnano, "howed 
Immislakable evidenee of such usc. One side of the metate and mano had a deep 
red stain. 

After the pigment was ground, the next step wa" to mix it with the proper fi xativ(~. 
Small stonos andrnussel shellil served as palettes. Such specimens frequenlly ,UP, 
found in the cave deposits. 

An ex()ellent description of the preparation of paint materials by primitive man 
is given hy MacCurdy,12R who states: 

"Thm;e minerals were: picked liP on the' surfuce or in <tTeam bed". Sl}r'dmrn~ of II 

!1niforrn tillt W(:nl (:ho~en and the material scraped off in th", form or a powder, hv 
means of a flint 8Graper. The: pow,h"I' w~l!"· e:lllght in u ~Ione' mortar, or bivalve shell, 
Ilfl.rl reduced to' greater fincncs~. It was mixed with Ronw mc,dium, pf'rhaps greOlse:, 
arid applied hy rn",urI" of a 'imple hrl",II .... Th,· ,:01", ul,o Wlt8 applied hy means of 
erayons whittled from chunks of ocher or oxide' of manganese." 

In ~helten; along the lower Pecos River one occasionally finds a water-wOrn pehhle 
that shows evidence of having heen uiled for mixing paint. SornelilllP,8 a pebble with 
a paintec1 design waH uRed as a paint mixer. This is shown by the fact that the solid 
coating of paint, usually at the small end, has covercd a portion of the original 
painted design. 

AI. the Fall Creek site, on the Colorado River in Llano County, recently were 
found several small water·worn pebhles with n~d p~dnt covering one end. These 
stones seem to have heen used foJ' grinding the red powder or stirring liquid paint. 
The specimens are in The University of Texas Anthropology Musenm. A few dim 
pietographs are located in <l shelter half a mile frorn th i" site. 

1~1Comn, E. F., np. ott., p. 27. 
12BMacCnrdy, G. G .. The Dawn of Art, Art and Archaeology. Vol. 4, No. 2, Wa;;hill~ton, AIl~UKt, 

1916, pp. 71-,-90. 
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PLA'rE GCCXVII 

BAR OF YELLOW LIMONITE MOLDED INTO TlUANGlILAR SHAPE 

Len;l;th, about 14. inchc~. Found .in II (lliVe, deposit in Val Verdc COUll1.y, Texas. One side has 
fOllr shallow grooves running lengthwise. TIH~se SU.gg"~l WCllr by ruhbing with a bru~h. pehhle or 
rounded 8liek. 

PLATE CCCXVITI 

A STONE I'ALE·'fTE USEJJ BY A NATIVE ARTIST 

A manu ~onHll.illlcs S"TYCri. for mixing Iht' paintR. Both black and red have heml mixed on thiK 
810ne, which is about 4 inch"" in diameter. 

PLATE CGCXIX 

MUSSEL SHELL PAINT CONTAINERS AND A OSED LUMP OF RED OCHER 

The shells, found in lIlidden tl(~pO"it", ("HlIain red paint. 

I'I,A'I'E CCCXX 

PAINTED PEBBLE SHOWING POSSIBLE liSE AS A PAINT MIXER 

Specimen from a rock shdlt,r .ill Val Verde Cmlllty, Taxa.. Dimen,ions: 2.%xl% inches. The, 
design on t)ne side, W<lS painted tiubsequenl 10 Iht." UI,"" of th", small end as II Va.illl mixnr. 

(Con,.te,~y 0/ Ii', F. M"Nntt.) 
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PAINTING 

The manner in which the paint was applied tlometimes is irnpo:;sible to determine. 
In most cases some kind of brush was used. The writer has found .l few brushes 
made of bundles of leehuguilla (Agave lec/H~guilla) fibers. These usually are ISlnall, 
ranging from two to four .inches in length and haH to one inch in diameter. 
One specimen, tied in the center and lnldly worn al each end, !Showed dim traces of 
red paint. Smith'"O und Martinl

:
1O likewise report hrushes. 

Of the greaL number of fibrous quids found in the midden deposits, less Lhan half 
a dozen show any trace of paint. It, therefore, !Seclns lhat. they rarely served as paint 
brUlShes, but are merely re.mnants of staIb lhal have been chewed for the juice. In 
one case a small bundJe of split sotol (Dasylirion texanzu1/. Schede) leaves was tied 
with a leaf of the >'lame malerial. The bundle was about ten inehe" long and :Vi inch 
in diameter. One end was worn frorH use and had a trace of rf'd paint. 

In addition to the areha(jologieal evidence, there are histor.i.cal referellces to paint 
hrusheB used by the Comanehe Indian~ ill the early days or the Republit of Texas and 
later. Smithwick, "<I who seems to have beon a careful observer, makes the following 
statement: 

" ... With pailll which t.hc:y manufa,,\ured from colon,,.! dlalk", und brushes 
math, of tufts of hair, the arti.,! ... drew "ymbolical desi~m .... " 

AUention previously has b(jen called to Cook's statement concerning roek pietures 
painted by the Comanche Indians, that "with a stick or lwig feathered out on the end 
for a brush they painted." ... (Sec Site No .. 51, Winkler County.) 

Another device for applying the paint is mentioned by CofIill,':'" who reports 
finding, in a cavo in lirewsler County, several beveled slones with paint on therl\ 
indieating such use. 

The writer has found a few Hal pieces of wood, wjlh one end slightly ~harpellf'd, 

showing tt'a(;es of red paint. Th(jse may have been used ill the same rnanner as the 
stones reported by Coffin. In other cases small SLicks, rangi ng from four to seven 
inches in lenglh and from 1fH to 1/t inch in diameter, appear lo have been used in 
like manner. One of these was slighlly shaped at one f~nd, badly worn, and had 
black paint on the Worn end. In this conneetion, however, it seems that neither a 
stick nor a slone would ~ervc ellectively for npplying paint. 

MarLinLI:l reports finding a deer bone ilnplement hollowed (Jut and with a piece of 
manganese wedged .inlo lhe narrow cavity. He 8uggests that thick oil .may have heen 
used to soften Lhemangancse, thereby making a type of pencil lo be u~ed in painting. 

There is evidence to indicate that, in Sonle eases, the human fingers were u~ed as 
paint brushes. They might serve for broad linework. SOl1le slnall, delached daubs 
of paint, that occur without regularity, may be the result of an artist's attempt to 
remove surplus paint from the finger. 

U~Sl11ill" Victor J., Archeological Notes of the Big Bcnd Heg;ion, OJ!. cit., p. 68. 
1:l0Mal'lill, G. C., Archeological Exploration of the Shumlu Cave~, OJ!. cit., pp. 75, 77. 
lillSmithwick, Noah, op. cit., p. 18.t 
1 a~C~lffin, E. F., op. cit., p. 27. 
j :wMartin, G. C., Archeological Exploration of ShUlllla Caves, op. cit., IIp. 2:1, 21, 77, 84,. 
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PECKED AND CARVED PICTUHES 

Several techniques were employed in making petroglyphs. The IlUH5t common 
method was the use of a small hammerstone, with which the design was peeked out. 
Hammer~tones frequently are found adjacent to petroglyph sites and may have been 
used for that purpORe. They usually arc small, rarely over Llm~e inche:,; in diameter 
and wiLh a Lhiekness not exceeding one inch. The edges often show crHll;idel'able 
baller-ing and wear. 

In 80me cases the use of the hammerstone was preceded by pt~cking with a pointed 
stone implement, probably one of flint. This teehnique is very noticeable in many 
of the petroglyph., in Hudflpeth and Culberson Counties. The design was first out· 
lined, or "roughed out," with the pointed implement. The harnmerstone then was 
brought into u:,;e, Lo widen and smooth ouL the bottom of the line", 

Some blows of the pick.like implement apparently penetrated deeper than others, 
wiLh the result that not all the pits were eliminated by the subsequent hammering. 
The remaining telltale pitH reveal the technique employed. 

In a few pictures the pointed implement was used to peek or stipple the interior, 
giving a decorative effect. 

In still other ()a~e;; the designs were carved with some sharp implement, such as a flint 
graver, knife or arrowpoint. In eerLain hisLoric carvings a steel knife may have been 
used. This technique often is found in places where the rock is sandstone and easily 
cut. Bone or wooden implelnents occasionally Inay have been used for this purpose. 
Nearby rock surfaces frequently contain grOOV(~iI, !;upposedly resulting from sharpen. 
ing carving tools. There are, however, abrading stones at sites where Ill) petroglyphs 
are found. Hence it seems doubtful whether they were u"ed for that purpose. They 
probably resulted from the ;shaping of bone and wood artifacts. 

From the following table, and by reference to Map XLIX, it will be noted that 
pecked figures are predominant in most of the Trans-Pecos region, while carved 
deiligns are more comrlWt1 farther east. The available eviden(;e indicates that the 
petroglyph,; peeked with a hammerstone ,II-e, as a rul(~, older than those carved with 
a sharp implement. The difference in classes of defligns, as well <IS technique, suggest 
that the two types of pictures may have been made by different tribes. 
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KINDS Of PETHOGLYPllS 

'J,undi(y 

Cu.lh(:r~on Cuunty, Texa~ ___ . _ ..... _ .. _. ______ . ____ .... _______ _ 
lllld~p()th County, Tex<\~ ____ ... _.___ .. _______ . _____ . 
Brewster Cuunl'y, Texas ____ ... _________________________ , ___________________ . __ .. ______ . 
Ole,w Guunty, New Mexico ____ . 
Chihuahua, M(!Xlco.. .,""_"., ____ ." __ "" ____ ,, ... '- _____ ....... _________ .. 
Ward COUllty, 'l'(lX(l~ .. _____________ .. __ . __________________ .. ___ , ___ .. _____ .. __ 

.J elT Davis County, Texa~ 
Pre~idio County, Texas 
Val Verde' County, Texas, ____ .. ___________ ._ .. ___________ .. __ . 
Stephens County, Texas_,,_ . 
Terrell County, Tcxa~,._ .. _ .... ___________________ ... ___ ... _______ .. ____ .. ___________ _ 
Sutton COUlU)', Texas,, ______ .... ____ , _______ _ 
Reov(lS Cuunty, Texas_.,_. 
Loving <;:ounty, :\exas __________ , ___ ._, 
Pecos County, I exa~ ______ , ________ . ________ . ________ , 

Crockel[ C,-,u,nty, Texas 
Ruul County, Texas_. 
Kirnble County, T(1xa~ ______ . __ 
Nolan County, Texas." ___ ,, 
Cokt-l County, Texas ___ _ 
Ben County, Texas _ .. , ___ , ______________ ,_, ______ ,_,___ _ _ .. __ , ____ _ 
McLenhan County, Texas 
Oldhalt\ County, TeX(l8 __ . 

Arm~trong County, Terxas ________ ... 
Potter Cmmty. Texas. ___ .. _ .. __ . 
I-IcmdcfSOn. County, Tex<\8 __ _ 

Total _____________ _ 

PerccMages 

9 
7 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
] 

27 

55 

NUl1'lha of Sht'·~ 

CI\l'VCQ 
or 

Ruhbed 

1 

1 

1 
:1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

22 

45 

Tota! 

]0 
7 
4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
] 

1 
1 
1 , 
2 
1 
-, 

J 

100 
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DISTRIBUTION O~-
MAP XtII 

TEXAS PETROGLYFHS 

Pecbd 

Carved or Rubbed 

:Mtxed, Peaked and C&l'Ved 

MAP XLIX. DlS'f.lUBUTlON OF TEXAS l'ETJ:{OGLY I'HS--l'ECKlW AND CARVED 
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PART IX 

CONCLUSIONS 

473 

A careful study of Texas picturcowr.itings has developed a rUlmher of worth-while 

facts. It likewise ha!; exploded several popular fallacies. Chief among tlH~ latter 
i .. that all pictureowritings were mere meaninglt's~ serawls, made to while awny idle 
hours. At the other extreme is the fallacy that the pmhi"toric TexatJ Indians wr~re 

nn the verge of an alphahetical syst(,m of wr:ting; and that a kl~Y, such as the 
HOf',ptta Strme, might ROme day he rli~l:ovel'ed. All picl.u I.powritings weT(~ not idle 

15erawls. Bilt l.hpre is no "key" hy which "ll rnay he deciphered. 
The outstanding re~ult;; or this work are: (1) The assembling of mueh,if not 

Inost, of these materials found in Texas in permanent (ornl for their preservation; 
and (2) the elal'lsifieation of the design e1em(mts. These aeh ievemenls make possible 
detailed studies in the future and facilitate comparisons bl:tween pictures of widely 
sf~p<lrated Texas areml, also with those of adjoining states. 

The conclusions may be summariJlcd as folh,w,;: 
1. The oldest pktures probably were made hy the first, or nearly first, occupantl'l 

of the respective region... The praelir:e of making them persisted well into historie 
t.imes. IIi!; 1'ro1>ahle Lhal petl'ography, or the rnaking of picllJn~R on rocks, was 
practiced hy all the nativeinhal,itants of the regions under discussion. 

2. There is ;,10mI': evirhmce to indicate that the oldei<l petroglyphfol in the Trans­
Pecos region rnay hr' of gn~<llcl' HgC than the first pictographs. But the practice of 
peeking designs on exposed houlders was not abandoned <tfler pieto/l:raphy came in. 
Many of the petroglyph:;; farthf:r (:H~[, ,hOi"" that were earv(:d wiLh a shnrp implement, 
are rnuch more recent: Lhan rlIo5l of the pecked designs; and a few show European 
conl'H.:t8. It Nm not he said, therefor!':, thaL this type of Texas pelroglyphs has any 
very great age. 

3. The ages of the oldest pictographs may not go back Turlher than 1500 years. 
Most of t}wrn appear to he,nuch mort-' m(:I"nL Perhaps the majority aI'/" not older 
than .500 years, with !-lome not more than 100 years. Th is supposition, however, is not 
supported wilh sufTidl~lIt palpahJI~ evidmwp 10 make it more than plausible conjecture. 

1.. Certain '''\tyle,,'' or lInlJl;ua] ff~aturm; in piCLun::-wrilinp:~ arc found in various 
restricted aJ.'f'as. J II the El Pa!'>o region are man y ma8kf~d human h(~ad", mountain 
sheep and other (lisLinctivl~ eh:nwnl~. Tn the Rig i3clld proper ,Ire sorne oulstandin/2: 
p.ietures, of considerahle age, !lhowing men armed with the crudest type" of stone 
implements and clubs. Tn I,hl' lower Pl'cos HiveI' section are extrn large paintings, 

in red and sometimes combining orange and hlack, or human, 'Illimal and insect 
figurefol. These, in the latter area, appear 10 be among thr~ oldest pidographfl in the 
state. 

In the l'e/2:iOll along the upper reaches of the Nuece8,Frio and South Llano Rivers 
arc small blac.k paintings of human and animal fi/2:ures. A long the tributaries of the 
Colorado Hiver,in West Central Texas, are di~tinet.ivc ~mall red painting;; that 
feature conventionalized human and animal form~. 

On tributaries of the Braws Hiver, in Central North Texas, are certain unique 
human l'epresentations ,HId olher IHlUSIW[ features. These include both pictographs 
illld petroglyphs. In the Texas Panhandle arc still oLher type" of paintings and 
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earving~. Among them. arc some unmmnl square-shouldered human figures, large 
p III Ined serpents, etc. 

S. There are, of course, some elements common to all the regions. Outstanding 
Hrnong them arc rayed sun-discs and various geomelric elements. The]"(~ also are 
types of eonventiollali)led humans and animals with a general distribution. Snake­
like clements lik!~wisc hav(~ II general similarity in a wide occurrence. 

(). Tlw pidurt~-writing8 are not !'venly distributed. Thi~i~ due largely to geo­
graphical f(·~ature~, that left large areas without proper surfar:es for pir:tures; while 
(,ertain ollH~r n~ginns possessed numerous rock shelters and eaves thaI. afforded hoth 
fine flurfnces and excellent protection for the drawings. Other S~~CliOllH had no 
slwlters. Then the InaUer of rainfall, seepage, exposure, wind action and the kind 
of storH~ had much to do with the pre~flrvation of pictographs. Tn Cory(~ll and 
BosqUt> COllntie~ arc many ro(:k shelters, wilh only a few traces of pidographs 
l'emLllmng. Paintings prohably have been destroyed by seepage and spaHing of the 
;'tolle~ ill lhat relatively well watered region. 

Due largely to favorable geographical conditions, :34 per cent of the more than 
6,500 design elements classified in this study came from Val Verde County. Eight 
per cent each came from Culberson and Concho Counties; six per cent each from 
Terrell and HUdspeth Counties. 

7. Unless the pre~enl dt~struclion by vandalisnlis arJ"(~sled, which does not !;eenl 
at all prohable, another 20 years will see UlOst of the now decipherable pictures 
c:()ve.n~d with scratched ami painted nalm~~ and dates; or otherwise so mutilated as to 
rend(~r theul .rncaningle~s to the science of early man. 

a. The painted pd)ble~ arc unique. Tlu~ center of this unusual culture trait 
seems to be along the Hio Crande and lower Pecos HiveI' in Val Verde County. Speci· 
mens have been fnund as far west as Bfewstcr County and afi far east a~ Llano County. 
In certain eases the design~ on the pf~bble~ nre Himilar to, or identical with, pieto­
graphi' on the walls of the shelters when~ thfl pehbl(~s were round. More field work 
need" to he done before df~flnil(~ (:ortdu~ionA are rflaehed. 

These arc remarkably !.ike, and suggestive of, the painted stonos of the Mas d'Azil 
shelter helonging to the late Paleolithic in France. 

9. Carved dcsiguil on ilmall stones are not common. While some, occurring in 
rnidclims of We~t and Central Texas, undoubtedly arc of genuine Indian workman­
;;hip, one must be 011 guard for fakes. Cm"lain of the designs seem to have the same 
nwtivation as thf)8C on painted pehhles. Thi~ is not Btl rprising, since many of them 
cOine from the same sites. Additional research also needs to be done in connection 
with this phase of picture-writing_ 

I n. Paintings on bones and skins arc now very ran~. Most of those remaining 
on skins are historic specimens, hut are important for comparative purposes. They are, 
as a rule, more elaborate than the rock painting!; . 

.II. The pictograph and petroglyph silei; reporled but not studied should receive 
allt:'lltion at the earliest possible date. When all have been topied and studied in an 
exhaustive manner, it will be the time to make detailed comparisons of the design 
elemenls in the various regions in Texas; and, finally, to compare-on an extensive 
scale----with the rock pictures and pottery designs or other slates and countries. 

Nol until then will the maxilllum benefits to be derived from the study of Texas 
picture-wrilings he assured. This study will then be given its part and place in the very 
important reeOllstruction of the history of the race. 
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PART VIII 

MEANING, PURPOSE AND IMPORTANCE 

The meaning~ or a few of the pictures are self-ev.ident; sO.lne are ;;uggcsLed in the 
paintings and carving;;; many will never bc known. No interpretation can be 
accepted fl.nally as ~cielltifically aCCllrate that has not bel~n vel'ifif~d hy 1.:ompariRoll 
with the habits, customs and symbolism of the historic Indians of the region. 

Since the Texas T ndians were driven out of the state more than 50 years ago, 
and before any 8cienlific interest in ethnology had appeared in Texatl, or else­
where for that m~ltler, the opportunity for sm:h comparative study is gone. 

The next best procedure is to make a thorough study of the picture-writings; 
compare them with 8IH.:h rn.eager materials as may be gleaned frorn the few Oklahoma 
remnants of the Texas trihes, hut more partieularly with pictures of like kind and 
import in other parts of the world. 

There are, however, a few design elem.enls or wide~pread distribution ahout which 
there i" little qU~H\.ion. They were diseusHed in the section ou classification of design 
elements. 

The pictures wer~ made for various purposes. Many, no douht, had a cer~rnonial 
or religious significance. Among Hueh may have heen dancing scenes, maHked fig­
ures, slm and rain !'Iymhob, etc. Again, there rnay huve been !'lome designs and 
Hymbols involving arlolCHcenee ceremonie~. Some of the animal and other figures 
prohahly were dan totems or signatures of migratory bands, giving brief accounts 
of clan movemenl~. Other pictures may have heen for the plnpose of recording 
personal exploits of bravery in hallIe or prowess in the chase. It is possihle that 
some animal pictures may have been drawn Lo serve as charms, or in the practiee of 
sympathetic or imitative magie, to assure success in the ehase. 

Of what importance, then, are these Indian picture-writings to the present-day 
civili7.ed world? They cannot be expeeted to enrich history in the same sense as 
do important written documents. Some of them probably were meaningless to every­
OIW but their makers at the time lhey were set down. Tn Illany cases certainly the 
f nels portrayed were trivial. 

In spite of all these facts, thp. !Study and pl'e~ervation of the picture-writings 
are well worth while. They represent in a meailUJ'p. a cross-section of Indian life, 
and are the firsl. attempts at art in Texas. They rcHeet the eustOlm" belier s, supersti­
tions, longings and accomplishments of a primitive early raeo. Since all ruecs once 
were primitive, they are an inlegral part of the general hi"tory of civilization. Their 
very crudity makes them interesting ; and their existence throws lighl on the processes 
of primitive mentality. By general eoneensus of scientific opin.ion, they are held 
now to he the earliest crude forms of writing, as well as the first forms of painting 
and sculpture. . 
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AUTHORSHIP 

The matter of determining the makers of the pictures is more difficult than at first 
appears. This is due, first, to the lack of a;;!;Urarl(;e that the early oeeu pants or the 
eaves and shelters were of the same tribal arrdiations as the Indians found in those 
regions in historic times. Next, it iii difficult to tie up certain historic pictures with 
a given tribe, due to the constant shifting of the various tribes. 

There seem8 little douht, however, that at least a part of the late prehistoric and 
early historic pictures in the EI Paso and llig Bend regions may be attrihuted to the 
various groups of Apaches. Along the Nueees and Concho Rivers, certain of the paint­
ings probahly were made by the Lipan and others by the J umana. Some of the pitto­
graphs along the Rio Grande, in the vicinity of the mouth of the Pecos River, likewiile 
may have heen painted by the Jumano. According to Bolton,I:," the Jumano were 
loeated in 1684 along the Middle Concho, at the jUllction of the North and Middle 
Concho, or on the Colorado Hiver near its junction with the Concho River. Some of 
the tribe also lived, for some ten years prior to 1693, in the general region of the Ilio 
Grande "a short distance north of the Rio Grande and cast of the Pecos, hav.ing been 
forced back by the Apache." 

With rI~gHnJ to the pictographs in the El Pa~() region, Roherts 'H states that "a few 
of thern ~uggest at least slight Pueblo influence. The latter seem to he of greater 
age and in SOnle in5tances are partially covered by portions of those of more reeent 
date." As previou!';ly noted, it is his conclusion thaL a majority of the pictures of 
that region are the work of the A paehe. 

Crinllnin8 l :1" states that thc £1 Fa!';o pielographs painted in grccn are the work of 
the Navajo Indian" of Northern New Mexico and Ari:r.olla. The !'lites where gl"eel1 
occurs in El Paso and Culberson Counties I:lhow evidenc:e of Pueblo influence. But 
there is some doubt in the pre~erlt writer's mind ahout the green painlings in Jeff 
Davis and Val Verde Counties. 

In the Texas Panhandle various pieturcs seem to show Puehlo influence. Some of 
the historic ones may he the work of the Kiowa Indians. 

A few of the historie paintings in West-Central Texas, and perhaps elsewhere, 
may have been made hy the Comanehes. 

Sevent.y-eight per eent of all sites examined appeal' to he entirely prehistorie. This 
means the authol"8hip of the pietun~-writing~ at those Rites is unknown, imiofar as 
ox net tribal determination is concerned. 

I :lIi Bolton, ll. Eo, The .J IImano Indians in T(~xas, 1650···1771, Texa~ Hi~l.()rical Association Quar. 
((,rly, Vol. XV, No.1, Amlin, JIIly, 1911, pp. 66-!l1. 

I'HH()I)erl~, 1'. 11. H., Jr., (II'. cit., pp. 2-:1. 
"'kCr)mmillR, 1\1. 1,., Pictographs at the Hucco Tank~, op. clt., p. 26. 
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In s~vf'ntl ways, there is something tangible to be gained fronl tJ\!~ir study and 
comparison with pictures from adjoining regions. The more one sllldie~ them, 
the more evident docs it become that thf'y are part and parcel of a general art 
concept, found in widely separated regions. The lncal differences and "slyles" indkate 
a special sign ificance for many of the design ~lements. These, showing up amid 
the styles of adjacent regions, oftcn h~speak migration and thereby supplement 
archaeologieal ~videncc in traeing racf' and <:ultun~ movements. 

Tn this connection, Dr. DOllald Scoll,"'" Dirf'ctor of Peahody Museu III, makes the 
following statement; 

"It seems probable that we may he ahlc to tie eertai.n pictop;raphs, to certain 
geographical are:IR, and PORH,j])iy tn· ,,"IiIr;!1 1,·,,,,nIH, lllor~, (If,fillitdy than iR now the 
Ga~e'" In that event, we could hope the: piGrographH might take, their placel with 
pottery (\~ diagnostic material." 

Thi" "uggestion, regarding th~ pO~Rihility of picture-writings taking their plaee with 
pott~ry, sllggests anoth~rintere"ting ~tudy; v i;"., a comparil'lon of rock pictures and 
thf! designs in the ornam~ntaLion of poUery. Variou~ allusionR in this paper indicate 
the possibilities of such study. 

COMPA,RlSON OF ROCK PICTURES AND POTTERY DESIGNS 

It is an appar~nt and significant fact that man)' of th~ pictographs and petro glyphs . 
are almost id~ntieal with the designs on certain lypci> of poU~ry. It is not surprising 
that in the 'West Tf!xUS n~gion onell1ight. find similarities l)(~twcen the ]"oek pict.ures 
and the pott~ry design!; of th(~ Southwe~L But the re8clnblanCt~:s extend into East 
Texas, Arkansas, Loui!;iana and othcr Mississippi Valley regions; even, for that 
matter, to Middle and South America. 

In Plates CCCXXIT <md CCCXXIlI are pietured a number of eomparahle design 
elements taken from rock pictures and il1cis~d poltery deeoratiol1s. Among the 
elements compared are rayed sun-disGs, equal-armed crosses in drd~s, seroUs, con­
nected eoneentrie circles, projeetile points, ladders, tepee~, f!tc. The Ii.,t (~ould be 
made much longer. 

The striking similarities can mean 1I0thill!l-' else than a widespread distr.ihuLion of 
many design element;;; whiehin turn .means a widespread distribution of funda­
mental common idea!; and concf'pts. Tlw~efaetsilluiStral~ beautifully and, perhaps, 
more forcefully than any oth~r lill!~ or study could, the fundamental unilY in the 
prehistorie civilizations in th(~ A lTIerieas. 

l:lfJScott, Donald, Leller to A. T. Jackson, Oct.ol .. ,,· 10, 1934. 
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PT,ATE Gccxxn 

TEXAS ROCK PICTURES COMPAHABLE TO PO'fTERY Dl~S·IGNS 

1. Pictograph, Site No. 2:.l, R,~,wcH County. 
2. Pictograph, Site No. 71, Val Verdc County. 
a. Carved stone, WiIJiam~on County. 
4. Petroglyph, Site No. lIl8, Sutton County. 
S. Petroglyph, She No. 1., Hud~pct.h County. 
6. l'i,:tograpl" Sile No. IH, Val Vcrde Coullty. 
7. Pictograph, Site No.2, 1':1 Paso County. 
8. Pietograph, Site No. 150, C(lI1d'lO CQ\lnty. 
9. Pktograpl" Site No. 150, Conello County. 

10. Petroglyph, Sil~ No. 81, Val Verd" County. 
11. Pictograph, Site No.3, El Paso County. 
12. Pietogl'U,,", Site No. 5(j, Terrell County. 
n. PBt.roglyph, Site No. 50, Ward County. 
B.. Pictograph, Sit(; No. 56, Tel'rnll c,mnty. 

1 S. Pictograph, Site No. 56. Terrell County. 
16. Petroglyph, Sile No. 14, ClIll'flr;;orl County. 
17. Petroglyph, Site No.4, Hndspeth County. 
lB.. Petroglyph, Si\.(l No. 11, HI1I1~p~th County. 

19. PctToglyph, Site Nil. 81, Val Verdi' County. 
20. COlllallche skin pai IIlin),l. 'l'HX"H, 1 8(iO. 
21. Petroglyph. Sit(~ No. B9, Kimhle County. 

PLATE CCCXXIIT 

TEXAS AND OTHER POTTERY DESIGNS COMl'ARABLE TO THOSE TN ROr:K PTCTUHES 

1. Jim Allen Farm, Cherokee Counly. 

2. J. H. R"'''Hl' Farm, Woo.! County. 
3. J. M. Hiley Farm, lipshur County. 

4.,5. Russell Bros. Farm, Tit liS County. 
6. Riehal'd PaUon Farm, Ander,on County. 
7. A. P. William, Farm, Titus County. 

!l. RU88tell Bros. F,um, Titus County. 
9. Mrs. J. M. Cook Farm, Anderson County. 

10. RU6sdi Bros. Farm, 'I"itus County. 
11. R. L. .lowell F'arm, Anderson Counly. 
12. Russdl Br",. Farm, Titlls County. 
1:1. J. M. Ril,·"y Farm, Upshur County. 
14. Ih'88f:1I Bro'. Farm, Til.llH County. 
15. J. M. Cook Fa 1'111, And"I'",ln Counly. 
16. Mr,. H. L. C,dpepPc'r Farm, Hopkin;; County. 
] 7. I r. It. Taylor Farm, J/arrison County. 
1ft J. E. Galt. Farm, Fral'klin County. 
19. Naeooth,:e Mound, Georgiu (A rt~'r J \1I1.!) .1-10 

20 . .T. M. Riley Farm, lipshur County. 

140]udd, Neil M., Indian SClilpture and Carving, Introdllction to American Indian Art, Part II, 
rhe Expo.itioll of Ind.ian Tr.ihal Art., Inc., New York, 1931, p. 7. (Design on a "pottery "'figy 
V(l8e from thel Nacoo"hce !'vIoun'!, Georgia," ill Jl.fuscum of t.he: Americall Indian, Heye Foundation.) 
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THE RAPID PASSING OF THE PICTURES 

The picturc.writing~, for various reasons, are fast disappearing. Let us look 
brieny into the causes, 

To olle who examinCfl th()u~and;; o/' pictographs and petroglypb~, taking careful 
note of lheir condition, the condu~ioni8 forced that vnndaJil;m is the most d('strudive 
agency of the muny now at work. The fact has been amply demonstrated by the 
reports Oil the indiviilunl sites, in the first part of this paper; also in praetieally all 
reports of like sites in scicntifie studies made in this country. 

The ".inherent eu~sedness of man," incites him to write his name over the works 
of the native artists. Fewkes111 ably sums up this perverse trait of mankind: 

"Tht, tendellc~in; man to inscribe his name in c'Ollspicuous places i8 a psychic 
phcnommlOr) !Imply ilIust.rated hy ~,Wf)ral rac(),in tho SOLHhw(,~I.. The totemic 
~i{.(nut.'IT'~.~ or Indian lI<lrne8 are' found on rocks, cliffs, and walls of anci~m ruin!'> side' 
by sidc with numes. of Spanish, Mc.xieall and American vh·itor", The:;e prc:;ent an 
Instl'lH:l.ive field of 8uHly, The' Indian pictngmphs arc of intore':;t If), the etbllvl('gist; 
I he Spanish and Ame'ricall inscriptiolls, oftcll afford valuable, historical material to 
the hi8lorillT\. All, even til .. : 8cdhhlin~s or th~" vandal, 8how tll1)1 identity or unjty 
of a psyehic tCll(lr,,\(:y whieh i~. limited to no racc' of man." 

Vandalisrn dn~A not stop with the writing of names and dales over the works of 
the Indians. It frequently happeni5 that a group of youngsters-and sometimes 
eldcrs-···will carry a can of bam paint for miles across rugged mountains 10 paint 
pieture~ besid~, or over, the prehistoric ones. Usually Ihe8~ fmuds are eai5ily 
det~ded; hut orten they I"llinimportanL primitive pidUl·es. 

Oc(:a~ionlllly a pit:lograph is used as a target, at which hunleri5 shoot with rifles 
in IlllCllching their skill. A frightful example of this pradiecis to he found at Site 
No. So, Terrell County, where a well preserved Indian painting of a man on a 
horse was almost ruined by shooting with a large caliber r.ifIe. Both the man and 
the hon;e were "killed" by these present-day Indian fighters. (See Plate CHI.) 

The writer was told of one eaHe w~wrc school children visited a pictograph sile 
aIHI f~xperinlf~nl(~d wilh oil and water colors, as well as cheap enml1el~. A subsequenl 
vi~it to the ~ite showed Ihal they seriously damaged .rlIore Ihun a c\mr,en Indian 
paintings <lnd left a gaudy HITUy of men and aniJl1ab painted in outlandish eo\or;;, 
It was a ea;;c of misdirect.ed enthusiat;m being allowf~d to run riot. 

Comme.rcial <:()n~.ideraLions sometimes exact a toll from arehaeological sites. 
Railroads and highway!,! have destroyed ;;onte rock picturt~s in Texas. The quarrying 
of rock ha~ rllill(~d part of one large Jld.roglyph site. At, least two pictograph sites 
have beeniuundated as Ih(~ result of dumrning Texas rivers. 

Another cause that has contrihuted to the destruction of picture-writings in 
eertain parts or \Vctil T!~xas is the prospecting for various ndnerab-other than 
tl)(-~ legendary "buried tn:asures." 

One type of prospectinp: that wil.nessed considerahle activity during and shortly 
after th(~ World \Var wa;; the unl'lucccssful s~an,h for a commercial supply of nitrate. 
A nllml)(~1' of Bu!:h prospects, that at firsl l;e(·~.med promising, were in caves and 
shelters in thc Hig Bend region. 

:U r,Fewkes, .T. W., 'I'lI,ayaH Totemic Sigmlt.ure.~, OJ!. cll., pp. 1-11. 
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According to Man"fi~lrl and Boardmlml':~ the conditions existing in the"e cavp~ 

favored the formation of small nitrate deposits. The caves lhat Wf~re long inhabited 
contain large quantities of "ashes from old (:amp fires Inixed with other camp 
n~fuse containing a large percentage of organic matler. ... The putrefaction of 
organic matter in contact with alkaline materials, such as wood ushes, is a process 
that is thought to have caused the fonnation of many small nitrate deposits .... 
The fractures in the rock and the caviti~s duc to tl\{~ expansion of gases perrnilted 
the circulation of water-carrying nitralt~ ill solution, and thc eaves alTorded enough 
protettion from the weather to allow the very soluble n.i\.rat.es to accumulate .... 
The nitrate is eon fined entirely to the (:avities and cnH.:ks in the rock ncar \.l\(~ 

organi<: matter of the old Tndian cave and the ~urrounding rock m.ay h~ expected 
to he harrell of nitrate." 

Damage to sonw of the pkture-wriling~ has resuhl~d froll1 the scraping of the 
inerustation from the cave wall, in an allempt to seeun~ lht~ nitrate it contained. 
MORl ()f this damage was done prior to the examination of the "iw;; by members or 
lhe United States Geological Survey and the publication of their unf,lvorable nitrate 
report. 

Cosgrove"I:! calls attention to damage done by chalking pictogr<lphs al Site No.2, 

El Paso County. This practice .i;; unnecessary and often results in dmnage to the 

painting. His l>tat.ement follows: 

"Since, the wriler vi8ited the Huccos, sli~htly (ly(,r two months ago, grellt dallli.l.ge 
has been dOlw in the: chalking of t.he:. line pictogl'aphs lit. thi" Jllace hy rni~gllided 
photographem and amateur arckle:ol.:ogi~t~. A~ I.hese: pictures are' made with 80ft 
minerals and with no hinder in tbe paint mixl.ure, the chalkin~ vr these fi~un'$ 
naturally injure~, if nol totally destroys, lhem. Asi.de from Ihi,." dalllag;e, the ollt.line 
"f th" I}ict.lIt·", j, often distorted 80 it no longor' resembles the origin"l drawing; .... " 

One shol'ld never chalk pictographs. On rare occa"ions it .mny be perrnissible to 
use it to bring out the faint lille~ of pelroglyph;;. In mo~t cases, however, this 
is unnecessary. If the photographer is using a good lens, and gives the proper 
exposure, a salisfa(:tory print usually results. In the rare eases where this expedient 
is rt~sorted to, the erayon--if on exposed boulders-will be cleared by the first 
heavy raill. When sueh a method i;; employed one most eXI~rdse great care to 

guard again;;! inaccuracies in the tracing or the lines. It is better to have no 
photograph than to get one that misrepresents the facts. 

Next .in point. of destrl\(:tiveness are t.he forceR of nalure. Seasonal expansion and 
contraction of the rocks causes them to sp<lll olT and thus destroy parl.s of, or even 
complete, de.~igns. PictureiS not fully proLecl(~d by a ~uflicient overhang of the blufT, 
and those in the open, are subjeet to the er();;ivt~ elTecls of ra.in and snow. Wind 
and sand action, thaI. can cause "desert varni.sh" on the hardest stone or Hint, like­
wise eventually will wear away the most durahle paint. Hence in fl(:nti·aricl regions 
the location of pictures wilh regard to wind action has an important bearing on 
their preservation. 

"'"Mansfield, G. R, and Boardman, Leona, op. Gil., pp. 57, 82--83. 
l'l:lCosgrove, C. B., Manuscript Report of Prdilllinary Survey of the El Paso Puebl<.l District, 

EI. Paso Arcluleological Society, El Paso, April, 1925, p. H. 
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Saline incrustations or carbonatcd limc deposited hy waleI' evaporation on the 
cave walls, liehens growing Over the pclroglyph8 on exposed rocb, the 80ft char­
acter of the slone on which some dcsigns are placed, and various other natural 
causes contribute to the gradual disappearance of the rock pictures. 

One ease is on record where an earthquake defllrnyed a numher of Texas 
pictographs. 

Harely is there only one destructive ageney al work. Frcquently several of them 
are combined. Henec it is lillIe wonder that the IHlst 2.5-),ear period has witnessed 
vast inroads on the few surviving works of art, consisting of the rock pictures of the 
American aborigines. 

NEED FOR PRESERV ATHYN 

'Vhat e,m be done ahout IhiH destruction'? Onc of the most satisfactory means 
or preservation of any givell sitl~ probably would he its inclusion in iI national or 
~tate park. Ohviou!;\y, however, thi;; eould b(, hoped for in the ca~e of only a few 
large sites. What about the olhel'1i'( 

The action taken by Cadzow,JH when petroglyph" in the Susquehanna River in 
Penlls)' I vania were to be inundatcd,is worthy of serious eonsideration if any of our 
large si tcs are to be flooded by impounded waler or destroyed by quarry operations. 
The Pennsy lvania Historical Comm,issioll ~pellL two years in making Rcale drawing~, 
plaster molds, casts and in actually drilling out hlocks of roek containing the 
carvings. Thus they were saved to science. 

The curviugs not lo be flooded were accuratdy reGorded and treated with 
preservLltive to chcek further (~rosion. Thf~ pmservativc GOllsisted of carhon telra­
ehloride, in whi.ch beeswax and paraffin had been dissolved, applied to the stone 
while hot. Its degree of penetration depends to a 1:onsiderable extent on the kind 
of stone. Cadzow states, that an examination of the treated stones, after 11 two-yea I' 
period, showed the treatment to he quite effective. The University of Texas made 
a few tests but has not tried the lI-ealmcnt on an extensive scale. 

11"C,llb:ow, D. A., Pet.rop;lyph" (Rock Clll.'vinp;~) in III!' SIIHl!u"'"mnu River Near S,lie lIarhor, 
PnIlII!<ylvHuia, Publical ion of Penllsylvanialli~toriual COlllmiosion, Vol. Jll, IIarrisblll"g, 19:14, ,59 pp. 

PLA TE CCCXXI 

FIBER BRllSllES PROBABLY lJSED FOR PAINTING PICTOGRAPHS 

Found in the /"uhhi~h of 11 large rockshelter, on the wall of whi(:h wtlre' many paintings. 

PLA TE CGCXXIV 

HORRIBLE EXAMPLES OF VANDALiSM 

1,2. Pictographs c()vl~red with recent earving:;, Site No, 15H, Concho County. 

3. Painted names thut destroyed. a number of pictographs at Sil.ll No. 96, Val Verde County. 
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PLATE CCC.XXI. 

,. 
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Luca~"j:\ cite~ a case where adher~IlL lichens were removed front prehistoric rock 
paintings "by means of a dilutl'~ aqu~ouB solution of ammonia, which 80 softened 
the lichens that they (:ould be rernovl~cl by gentle brushing, after whieh the pictures 

were well wa~hed with waler and then with alcohoL" 

He also reeommcndH "treating the wall repeatedly with a dilute flolution or 
celluloid (l per cent dissolved in equal parts of acetone and (lInyl aeeLate), usually 
from three to ~ix (:oMs being required .... At lin;! ... the celluloid should be 
put on with a ~mall ~o[L brush, though not brushed on, hut allowed to triekle gently 
from a full brush. This treatment gellmally brightens the color." considerably. 

Naturally, before applying the celluloid the walls should be cleaned as far as 
possible .... " 

He cautions that the rndhod iR more satisfactory in very dry climates, and 

adds; " ... Too strong a solution or 100 many coals of a weak solution should 
be avoided, otherwise the contraction of the celluloid on clryinp: .ntay crack the paint 
and cause it to fltand up in curved fragments over the entire sUl'fm:e .... Adds 

must noll)e used on limestone, as they act vigorou~ly upon it and dissolve it." 

'rho pictures painted with red and ycllow ocher are fairly re~istant to water, since 

in most cases they have slightly IH~lletl"atl'd the slone. This rnean~ that, when 
nC(:eS8<lry, such paintings can be safely d~aned with a damp sponge. \Vashing with 

water to which a !lmall qlJantity of ammonia has been added helpH remove hal: 
exeremen t. 

In most cases, however, itifl unwise to aLternpt delh:al.l~ treatment!!. Irreparahle 

dmnages may result from .improper treatment made by an untrained person. 

Efforts of the layman looking toward the pre~ervatjon or pictuJ"c,writings may 
well begin with the checking 01" vandalism. Thi" in itrdf is II diHieult task, ill the 
Illany eases where the sites are far removed from prcs(~nt.day dwellings. One land­
owner in Texa~ ha!\ lessened the depredations by instructing ernployes on the place 

to permit no one to enter without a written permit. 

There seems little doubt that rno~l of the vandalism, so de8tru<:tive to these rock 

pictures, results from thoughtles8nes~ and ignorance of theiri mportallce. Few 
persom; will wilfully damnge or destroy lh~ll1, once tlwir value and the need for 
preservation af(~ brought tn their attenLioll. Unfortunat~ly, however, most of those 

who do such things do not read archaeological literature Hnd nre diffi(:ult to reach. 

The usual type of publieity that appears ill the press frequenLly does more harm 
thall gonel. 

Each per;,;on interested in the subject should hend every dtort to preserve, l)y all 
means possible, these first altempts at writing and fine art. 

j,j"Lucas, A., Al1tiqlle~, Their HestoraliOl\ and I'nJ"Mvation, Edwul'd Arnold lind Company, 
London, 19:32, p. 140. 
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A careful study of Texas picturcowr.itings has developed a rUlmher of worth-while 

facts. It likewise ha!; exploded several popular fallacies. Chief among tlH~ latter 
i .. that all pictureowritings were mere meaninglt's~ serawls, made to while awny idle 
hours. At the other extreme is the fallacy that the pmhi"toric TexatJ Indians wr~re 

nn the verge of an alphahetical syst(,m of wr:ting; and that a kl~Y, such as the 
HOf',ptta Strme, might ROme day he rli~l:ovel'ed. All picl.u I.powritings weT(~ not idle 

15erawls. Bilt l.hpre is no "key" hy which "ll rnay he deciphered. 
The outstanding re~ult;; or this work are: (1) The assembling of mueh,if not 

Inost, of these materials found in Texas in permanent (ornl for their preservation; 
and (2) the elal'lsifieation of the design e1em(mts. These aeh ievemenls make possible 
detailed studies in the future and facilitate comparisons bl:tween pictures of widely 
sf~p<lrated Texas areml, also with those of adjoining states. 

The conclusions may be summariJlcd as folh,w,;: 
1. The oldest pktures probably were made hy the first, or nearly first, occupantl'l 

of the respective region... The praelir:e of making them persisted well into historie 
t.imes. IIi!; 1'ro1>ahle Lhal petl'ography, or the rnaking of picllJn~R on rocks, was 
practiced hy all the nativeinhal,itants of the regions under discussion. 

2. There is ;,10mI': evirhmce to indicate that the oldei<l petroglyphfol in the Trans­
Pecos region rnay hr' of gn~<llcl' HgC than the first pictographs. But the practice of 
peeking designs on exposed houlders was not abandoned <tfler pieto/l:raphy came in. 
Many of the petroglyph:;; farthf:r (:H~[, ,hOi"" that were earv(:d wiLh a shnrp implement, 
are rnuch more recent: Lhan rlIo5l of the pecked designs; and a few show European 
conl'H.:t8. It Nm not he said, therefor!':, thaL this type of Texas pelroglyphs has any 
very great age. 

3. The ages of the oldest pictographs may not go back Turlher than 1500 years. 
Most of t}wrn appear to he,nuch mort-' m(:I"nL Perhaps the majority aI'/" not older 
than .500 years, with !-lome not more than 100 years. Th is supposition, however, is not 
supported wilh sufTidl~lIt palpahJI~ evidmwp 10 make it more than plausible conjecture. 

1.. Certain '''\tyle,,'' or lInlJl;ua] ff~aturm; in piCLun::-wrilinp:~ arc found in various 
restricted aJ.'f'as. J II the El Pa!'>o region are man y ma8kf~d human h(~ad", mountain 
sheep and other (lisLinctivl~ eh:nwnl~. Tn the Rig i3clld proper ,Ire sorne oulstandin/2: 
p.ietures, of considerahle age, !lhowing men armed with the crudest type" of stone 
implements and clubs. Tn I,hl' lower Pl'cos HiveI' section are extrn large paintings, 

in red and sometimes combining orange and hlack, or human, 'Illimal and insect 
figurefol. These, in the latter area, appear 10 be among thr~ oldest pidographfl in the 
state. 

In the l'e/2:iOll along the upper reaches of the Nuece8,Frio and South Llano Rivers 
arc small blac.k paintings of human and animal fi/2:ures. A long the tributaries of the 
Colorado Hiver,in West Central Texas, are di~tinet.ivc ~mall red painting;; that 
feature conventionalized human and animal form~. 

On tributaries of the Braws Hiver, in Central North Texas, are certain unique 
human l'epresentations ,HId olher IHlUSIW[ features. These include both pictographs 
illld petroglyphs. In the Texas Panhandle arc still oLher type" of paintings and 
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earving~. Among them. arc some unmmnl square-shouldered human figures, large 
p III Ined serpents, etc. 

S. There are, of course, some elements common to all the regions. Outstanding 
Hrnong them arc rayed sun-discs and various geomelric elements. The]"(~ also are 
types of eonventiollali)led humans and animals with a general distribution. Snake­
like clements lik!~wisc hav(~ II general similarity in a wide occurrence. 

(). Tlw pidurt~-writing8 are not !'venly distributed. Thi~i~ due largely to geo­
graphical f(·~ature~, that left large areas without proper surfar:es for pir:tures; while 
(,ertain ollH~r n~ginns possessed numerous rock shelters and eaves thaI. afforded hoth 
fine flurfnces and excellent protection for the drawings. Other S~~CliOllH had no 
slwlters. Then the InaUer of rainfall, seepage, exposure, wind action and the kind 
of storH~ had much to do with the pre~flrvation of pictographs. Tn Cory(~ll and 
BosqUt> COllntie~ arc many ro(:k shelters, wilh only a few traces of pidographs 
l'emLllmng. Paintings prohably have been destroyed by seepage and spaHing of the 
;'tolle~ ill lhat relatively well watered region. 

Due largely to favorable geographical conditions, :34 per cent of the more than 
6,500 design elements classified in this study came from Val Verde County. Eight 
per cent each came from Culberson and Concho Counties; six per cent each from 
Terrell and HUdspeth Counties. 

7. Unless the pre~enl dt~struclion by vandalisnlis arJ"(~sled, which does not !;eenl 
at all prohable, another 20 years will see UlOst of the now decipherable pictures 
c:()ve.n~d with scratched ami painted nalm~~ and dates; or otherwise so mutilated as to 
rend(~r theul .rncaningle~s to the science of early man. 

a. The painted pd)ble~ arc unique. Tlu~ center of this unusual culture trait 
seems to be along the Hio Crande and lower Pecos HiveI' in Val Verde County. Speci· 
mens have been fnund as far west as Bfewstcr County and afi far east a~ Llano County. 
In certain eases the design~ on the pf~bble~ nre Himilar to, or identical with, pieto­
graphi' on the walls of the shelters when~ thfl pehbl(~s were round. More field work 
need" to he done before df~flnil(~ (:ortdu~ionA are rflaehed. 

These arc remarkably !.ike, and suggestive of, the painted stonos of the Mas d'Azil 
shelter helonging to the late Paleolithic in France. 

9. Carved dcsiguil on ilmall stones are not common. While some, occurring in 
rnidclims of We~t and Central Texas, undoubtedly arc of genuine Indian workman­
;;hip, one must be 011 guard for fakes. Cm"lain of the designs seem to have the same 
nwtivation as thf)8C on painted pehhles. Thi~ is not Btl rprising, since many of them 
cOine from the same sites. Additional research also needs to be done in connection 
with this phase of picture-writing_ 

I n. Paintings on bones and skins arc now very ran~. Most of those remaining 
on skins are historic specimens, hut are important for comparative purposes. They are, 
as a rule, more elaborate than the rock painting!; . 

.II. The pictograph and petroglyph silei; reporled but not studied should receive 
allt:'lltion at the earliest possible date. When all have been topied and studied in an 
exhaustive manner, it will be the time to make detailed comparisons of the design 
elemenls in the various regions in Texas; and, finally, to compare-on an extensive 
scale----with the rock pictures and pottery designs or other slates and countries. 

Nol until then will the maxilllum benefits to be derived from the study of Texas 
picture-wrilings he assured. This study will then be given its part and place in the very 
important reeOllstruction of the history of the race. 
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Sec Design eICll1(lnt, 
eli illll(ll"r", Mexico, 1, Jll· 1 Hi, .%2 
Chiricahua ,A fwdlt" 76 
(;11i"08 Mountain Slull:' Purk, Ill, 405 
Chronology, 'U, 42, 64, 65, :16:1, tl6l 

Sec AIoI(JH o[ pictllrcs 
Churingas, 328 
Cinnabar, 454-
tir'deH, set< Design clement, 
Clan totems, 464 
Claws, animal, 2.37, 413 
Cl""ll\ing pictngraph~, 472 
C]')lHl and rai.n ,~mlmls, 432, 4:\:l, 4:-15 

StlC Design elfJrru:lnt:; 
"Cloud·hlower," see Tul.llrlar pi Ill:' 
(]lIh~, 397, .'398, .'199 

Sec Design elmnent~ 
Coahnihl, Mexico, 381 
O .. llir" E. F., lZ5, :121" 455, 458 
Coke COlillty, .3, 2B6, 21\7, 29\1 
Colclllun COllllly, 332, :l:33, ;~,1S 
Colorado RiV(ll', 11.2, 296, 321, ;12(), ,'lZI\, :-I,'J1., 

455, 463, 47:1 
Colors 

rlge:; (> r, 23Z, 2/j.(), 244, 249. 254 
sacred, .'342 
rrse of, 4, 10, 21, 3.5, ;'7, 9(), 267, ,~11), B20, 

31'() 
Comallche Jack, ::\'11., 3,10;5, 346, :348, a.55 
Comanche 

Indians, 110, 141, 146, 191., ZG2, 262, 26:\ 
267, ,'n\), ,320, .321, :322, :3:\7, :-140, ,')4,), 
M5, MH, :H\), 351, 381, 4·55, 458, 46.3 

painting~, 142, 3:38, :-IS2, :-I5il, 3:>'1, :155 
shields, 31.0, 34.1, :314, 34·5, :146, :147, :\S5 
skin paintingii, ::\::\9-3·1.,'\ 
trails, a21, :322, 32:.3 
tree cUl'vings, .320, 322 

Composite I'iel.rrrcs, \18, 118, 206, 384-
Concho County, :-1, 92, 141, 146, 240, 249, 255, 

267·-286, 296, 312, :184, ,'ll\ri, '12H, tJ61, 
(I·H 

Concho HiveI', 4, 267, 26B, 2M, a:n, "163 
Conclusions, 4·73-474-
(:011 Vtllll:io/lalizct! 

definition or, 3(,2 
human figures, 362 :l79 

Cook, Jim, 1'11, 4.'>!! 
Cook, R. V., 346 
Copper oxide, ,J,S'l 
Corn 

cob~, firltling 0 [, 30 
shucks, 311 
~I:alks, pictures of, 84, 85, lA~" 1 ~f:i, 207, 

zr.!!, 26\), Z7!!. 271l, 285, 428 
Coronallo, 3ll . . 
Coryell Counly, 3, 299, 474 
COggrovc, C. B., 1\69 
CU8111.ic 8ymholii, 1,31., 1·:~5 
Cowan, G. W., ,321, 822 
Cowboys, paintings of, 227, 228, :-11\7, 40fl 
CrescentR, S(!(.! Design tdt~mont ~ 

Cre~ted 8erpenL" ~('(' I'lr",1O(/ '''''pt!l)l., 
Gdllllldll', M. 1.., xxiii, 12', 13(), Bl, 16:1 
Crockett Corrnty, il, ]r],:~-M5, HiS 



Index 

(:1'0"', ,1.'19, 440, 441, 446, 465, 4,67 
S .. ,I' [)e~ign elemenls 

Cl'();;~hateh, see D",igll I:'imlH~I\l' 
(;"II)"r,on County, iI, 4978, 125, 1i\9, ]7.), 196, 

:100, 328, :389, 39:), 4H, 459, 462, 4.r.:1, 
474 

Cull Ill'" 
""mph,x, :lC14 
1':lIropI:'un, 1 
traits, 328, :362 

Curvilinear d'ISigns, SI<t! Design elements 
Cy:.,th"" HI, ](i8, 169, 201" 374, 1,43, 445 

D 

nundn~ 
figtlres, 12, 1:1, 1,6, 47, 51, 52, 99, 100, 101, 

107, 146, 150, 151, ISII, lfiG, 207, 219, 
256, 271, 27G, in6, 317 

~e~lt.lft:s in~ ,)(j7 
secllIls, 464 

Dau." !'ange of, see Ag,,, of picture;; 
Davi" MOlllltain." 72 
Dead"",, T lid lUllS, 3!:l2 
))"ut" 

"collnt," 2!:lO, 21l1, 282, 2ll3, 300, 441 
"y mhol, 267 

Dmd, n,pl',,~ented a, beadle"", 104 
Deer 

antler h(>addr",", see I lead .Ire,s, hoi'll 
I",illt"d ,kin, 34U, :31,1 
picture" 01, 21. 2G, 2'1, 29, 35, .36, 37, 710, 

75, 77, 7B, 9:3, 94, US, In, 179, 180, 
2J 6, 217, 227, :3:36, ,tOfi, 407, 409, 430 

~"'lpllla, 96, 336 
"th,ser!. varnish," 02, 469 
Il",il!;n element;; 

analysi!; of, 6, 35 
curved on small ,Ione~, 329···335 
da~si{ication of, 6, lll, 19, 20, 21, 23, 27~ 

2fl, :l(), :l4--::lS, :36, :l8, 40, 48, 49··50, 
59, 62, 66, 70, 7:3, 78, 80, 1l6, 1l7, 90, 
92, %-06, 99, 106, 1OY, llil, 117, 124, 
L~(), 1:\6, 141, H2, ]19, )(iO, J6], 165, 
170, 171-172, 175, 178, 183, LB6, I!l9, 
191" 19S, 19G, 1'.18, 201, 20B, 21.3, 220, 
221, 224, 22Y, 2:-\0, 2,31, 238, 239, 240, 
241, 244, 21,S, 249, 251, 251" 2G;;, 2.'16, 
260, 262, 263, 271, 2B6, 2117, 288, 292, 
20::'1, 294, 29B, :-102, :306, :314, 315, 35Y, 
:1(,1, 365, 369, :'\7:.3, 379, 3B7, 391, :WS, 
39'.1, <lO:-\, 1109, 4B, 417, 421, 425, 4,27, 
4:-\S, 4: .. 19, 44S, iJ.fi 1 

(:ompurison of, 09, 150, 240, 25S, 26H, :128, 
334" ,'\4,'1, :\S7, ::163, 1M, 1,6G, 47.), 474-

disLribll lion of, .'lS7, 366, :371, 383,. 396, 
401, 406, 107, 411, ,j.l5, 463, II29, <1,:)1, 
1,3:~, 1·::17, 412, 446, 417, 41,9, 4.53, 465 

divr:i',ily of, 5, H2 
surrllnary of, 3111 
wOI'.ld-wide o(J(:uuence, :162 

Destruction, (:au~es of, 4, Il, 12, H2, g4, 65, 72, 
9.5, 111, 122, 126, 137, 146, 151-, 161, 
170, 179, 195, 199, 204, 21B, 232, 2.39, 
21,1" 24,';, 260, 2m, 26:'\, 266, 268, 272, 
280, 28J, 2H7, 292, 29,~, 355, 376, ,I6H, 
469, 470, 474 

Devil, pict.llre8 of, 205, 267, 270, :384, 
Devil" River, 231, 2:~B, 2,)9, 462 
Diamond-back rat.tlt·snake, .lee Slluk"$ 

Dis,,;;, see Design clements 
Distance traveled, 11.2, 2G2 
Dodge, R. I., 320 
))onoglllle, David, ;3G4 
Dots, 19, 57; .HW Desigr\ el~,rH'nt~ 

E 
Eagle, s(~e ThlllH.lOl'bil'd~ 
Eagle MOllntuin, 72 
Ear, 

animal, 3H5, 3117 
human, 19] 

4,83 

Earlhenwure vessels, 107, In, 2bG, 280, 281, 
401; see De;;ign elenwnt5 

E1'lor Courlly, 141. 
Edward~ County, 3, ·1" :lB, (1), 2:)9 214,255,292, 

320, a22, :326, :327, 328, :129, 31l1, 422, 
461 

EIli" County, .355 
1':1 Pa80 COlinty, :~, B 2;1, )7.3, 240, 242, 2SS, 

258, ,'385, 419, 4AH, 461, 116:3, 469 
ElH:lo'lIre~ of lines, dol.:; arid .lushes, 445, 448, 

4··1,9; 8ce Design element, 
Enduranee, 8ymbol for, 1,J/J, 
Environml'llt, Inllu\"".:e (.f, :355 
Epaulets, 228, 385, 387 
Equal.armed cross, see err"" 
Erosion, 5, .31, .16, 311, 42, fi1, 4,70 
Estill, Julia, 2,54 
Ethnology of Texas Indiaw;, xxi, :-lS7, t164. 
Europe, painted 1'"],1.1 .. ,, from, :328 
European 

distinguished from savage, 1 04, :~67 
figures, 1,5, 102, 108, 1,50, 151, 152, 153, 

228, 247, 248, 26S, 21l0, 2!:l1, .,\79, .'184, 
.387, 393, .199 

weapons, 247, 248, 249 
Ewbank, Tlwmlls, 304" 30H 
Excavation, 30, SS, S7, M, 12.'), "14.1, 206, 241, 

251,286 
Exploits of bravery, 4M 
EY'l~ 

animal, 3117 
bird, 1.17, 418 
fish, 27 
human, 15, 17, 152, 15:3, 194 

F 
Fullaeies, popular, 47,) 
Fall Creek, :~34" 45,5 
Feat.her decoration, 37() 

See DesIgn ,dements 
Fertility ~Ylllbol, 82, 8.3 
Feli~h, 343 
Fewkes, J. W., 57, 107, 414, 422, 443, 4,68 
Field .Artillery MU6CUIll, 344, 34,6 
Fidd~, L. A., :120 
Figure eight "I err"", I.>;, 439, 440, 441, 442 

See Design elements 
Figllre8 in the rOllnd, 363; .Ie,! Design elements 
!,'illger user! 1I8 ],1'1I8h, 2,58, 458 
Fish 

pictu~e8 of, 27, 203, 207, 419, 421, 423 
See Design e1em(jnt~ 
-tail Mlndal" .30, 64 

Flags, 216, 217, 267, 276, 277, 2110, 281, 28:3, 

Flint 
387, 388; See Guidons 

gl'a vee, 334, .335 
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iUlplements, 397 
quarry, 299 
sera pel'S, 4·::;1, 1,,5 

Flooded pktun,", :32, 34, 137. 19'), 
245, 2.51, 256, 2W, 263, 296 

Floor 
carvings on 810lle of, 308 
level, altering of, 5 
paintin/ols, below,S, 34, 206 

2 HI, 24,1, 

paintings, height abov,;, G, 34, 
I~ootprints, 308, 377; .In' Dtlsign tJinmcntH 
l',ork,.huped elemenlH; see De,i/oln e1em"nt~ 
I, 0\.1(' 

number, prevulence of :HO :H2 
wind" 146 " 

Foul'dtee cross, 1141 
France, paimc,l p"hhles fmm .32H 
Franklin COllnt.y, '~66 ' 
Fra'HI" 2051, 2.52, 3a", 468, 474 
1,'reest.'!l1e County, a,,5 
French, repr«;;enl.at.ion of, l(l<J. .)67 
French, S. G., 2:31 ' 
Fret., 452 
frie~e, 53, 54· 
Frio River, 247, 462, 4·7.) 
Frog., 419, 421; see Design elements 

G 
Game 

playillg of, 51, 52 
" sticks, 80, HI, 152, 153 
(,amma·cross, 4·:14., '143 
C;ardner, FI",ldler, 3H9 
Garment.s, European, ]52, 153, 191, 228, 2.'lS, 

248, 26S, :385, 387; M!e De,ign cle· 
mclll.~ 

Garner, Clay, :126 
Ccnil.>tl organs, female. see Cysthos 
Geolo/olical slIrvey . 

Texas, 72 
United States, SO, 116 

Geomet.ric and symholic ,1".iI\IlH, 4:12-4fi:3 
See Design elemcntK . 

Gesturc. in dancing, B(i7 
G ille~pie COUllI.y, :1; 254-2S6 290 104· ~2R 
Gilliland, V. D., 13:3, 1-1.'\ ' , , . 
Girls 

Jlopi hairdres., 311 
"puberty paint.ings," 23, 103, 1O,'), 109, 

222, 2,32, 23:~ 44:1 
GOllholt, l{. A., 9:~ , 
C;ourd 

fragrnenls, 329 
-like elemellts, 272, 27:1, 277, 291, 404, 

'~.28; .'.ee Design elements 
paint(,d, 329 

Granberry, C. R., xxiv 284. 
Grasshopp.:rs, 268 ' 
Gravers, ::\::l4., :.I:.lS, 459 
Crease mixed with paint, 454, 4.55 
G rtJek cross, 102, lOa, 44.J. 
Green paint, Hi, 53, 100, 101, 173, 3,10, 31.2, 
., . 344, 346, 3,,6, 4..54, 45S, 46.> 
('l'oll~ld.Iine pictllres, 430, ~-3] 

See DeHign element~ 
Ciladullipe M,iulltaillK, 72, 405 
Guernsey, S . .T., il93 
C;uidons, 2112, 28;3; s,," 1,'lags 
~1Jl\S, 247, 24·8, 2·1,9, :111, 337,399,400 
Gypsum,4M. 

II 

Iiale, William J., 321 
IllllIlmerstones, 4, 2:\ 2H, il2, 293, .'l76, 459 
Hands, .'l7-1-:177; s!'" Dehign "Ienwnls 

e!assification of pr.int8, 374 
r'lched or :;crateh"d, 96, 1.~1, 133, 139, 

14·:1, J 60, 161 
four·fingered, 12, l:~, 60, 61, 1.'17, In, 2110, 

281, 2111., 28S, .'IBS 
Idt, prevalence of, ]:II, 268, 376 
limned, 125, 268, 376 
IlIl,tila1ed, 12H, 129, 1"1,, ISS, 2,,6, 268 
on hip6, sec ArlYl~ akim)!\) 
prints, ab.ence of at old sites, 376, 462 
print.K, Hge~ of, .375, :176 
six·fin:;!;cred, 112, 137, 385, :387 
three·lingered, 302 
thumb mi"ing, 256, 268 

J larrin/olton, M. R., 125 
Harrison County, ·1-66 
Ilille],IH', Mr.~. M. A" 270 
Hats, 152, 153, 228, 235, 247, 248, 263, 26,'}, 

267, 27H, 279, 294, 3H1., ::ms, 387 
Haury, F:. W., 44.8 . 
Ueaddress, 370 

fcathm', 22, %, 60, 61, 76, lOa, 109, 1]4,. 
115, l(i(i, 187, J90, 191, 25.'l, 2(i3, 291, 
296, 297, 298, 321, 335, 341, 34.11., 346, 
.!H7, .'l8S, .'lB7, 401.; see Dcoigrl ele· 
ments 

horn, 12, 13, 76, 176, 177, 192, 193, 252, 
2SB, 259, 276, 277, 3Ia 

imporlance <if. 370 
masks, see Masked human heads 
whorI~, :111 

11"<ll't 1.>£ animal, 227 
Jlematite, 4..54 
Henderson County, 8, 299-302 
HencInr~on, J. 1\1'" xxiv, :121 
IlerringiJonc, see Design elements 
Hides . 

pit:l.m·e·writillg on, Hil9-343 
ruhbing on stones, 92 

I '.ill County, 3S5 
Hill, Jim, .)20 
lIj~toric 

carvings, 252, 253, 308, 312, 4-59 
paintings, '" ,1S, 99, 116, 190, 191, 194, 

224, 248, 2(i2, 2M, 2(iS, 267, 304, 305, 
342, 354., 35,'}, 376, .384-388, 443, 461 

Hog, wild, set< Javalinu 
Holland, G. A., 339, 34.0 
Holme" J. R., xxv 
Holmes, W. H., 1J13 
Hoof 

cloven, 74., 75 
prints of, 57 

Hopi Indian8, all, 393 
I [(Ipkins County, 332, 33S, 1.01., 466 
Horne, SaUl, 299 
HlII'lied serpents, see Plumed serpents 
, I.orscs 

c~U'ved, 308, .312. 31.3 
hoofprints of, 80, 81, 158, 159, 41-1 
interpretation of pictures, 112 
killed, 351 
pietures of, !'i, 12, 1.'1, 19, 82, 8:3, 84, 8S, 

86, ll~, 141, 14.5, 146, 150, lSI, 1.54, 
1.55, b7, 1'.11, 191, 262, 26.'\, 264, 265, 



267, 276, 277, 279, 281, 304, 305, 308, 
311, 312, 313, 337, H3H, 385, 387, ,l88 

HOllgh, WaIL "1', 148' . 
Iro\ll'glu"'-~"aJled elemenl~, ~,51, 4;'2, i\;,:; 

See Design cIemelllg 
Howard County, 322 
Hownll, Holland, xxv 
Iludspeth COllnty, 3, 23-'10, 1O,j., 113, 24,0, 255, 

393, 397, 1.11, 428, 4,59, 474 
Tille(:o Tanks, 469 
Il.uman 

fingers as br",;hec;, 2;'8, 4;;8 
footprints, see Design elements 
handprints, sec Design elements 
headlcsg, 10·1" 120, 121 

H IIIllOI', "«Ilse of, 6, 229, 362, 410 
I [ullter, John D., 73, 158, 320, 414, 
Hunter, .I. Marvin, 260, 267 
Bllni.lng 

party, 255 
sccnes, 57, ;'8, 161, J(i~;, 18.';, 184, )85 

BlIshy, W. V., 2'll, 244, N9 

Ideographic stuge, 1 
r ncrustatiolls 

saline, 470 
scraped from wall, 469 

Indian 
agrictlltllre, .30 
art, H42, 464 
"maps," sec Maps 
posture, HH, 247 
prUY'jl'8, 34,3, 345 
raids, 142, 266, 267, .'\44 
trails, 23, 72, 73, 321, 323 
W,lr ,hiehls, sec Shields 

Index 

III"eel:s, 422, 425, 4·29; See lh~"igll elements 
JnteqJretation of pietu.l'I:''', xl(i, 14,2, 158, 268, 

274., 384, 397, 400, 'lB, 4.18, 4(i1, 

J 
Jack rabbit, 1.5, 227, 228 
.Jaekson, A. '1'., 79, 206, 32'1" .'l89, 1,S,1 
Javalina, 166, 167 
.T elf Davis County, 3, 87--99, 131, 133, 161, 173, 

2~O, 2.~5, 336, 3R'j., 46:1 
J icarilla Apache, 3S1 
Johnson COllnty, 3:10, 331, 335 
JOIleH, C. G., 320 
Jone~ County, 2RR 
Jordan, C. E., 1\a2 
./IJdd, Neil M., 466 
Ju ice8, vegetable, as paint, ",Sf) 
Jumano Indians, 146, 380, 463 

K 
Kangaroo rat, 22, 409, ,no 
Kaolin, 4S1, 
Kuu [mut! Cvunly, 355 
Kelley, J. Charles, 79, 82, 84, 1M 
Kennedy, WlIli!lTll, 322 
K!11'l' County, 3, 251 
Kettle, 4,5, 385, 3R7 
Kicking-bird, Chief, 349 
Kidder, A. Y., 393 
Kill iher, 'rom, .339 
Kimble County, :'1, 1., 196, 2,5 1-2;,~" 276, 312, 

:l8.5 

4.85 

Kinney COllnty, 3, 4, 244-247, 326, 328, 332 
Kiowa 

<:(lI"'n<lur, 349·-aSl 
Indians, 191" 463 

Kirkland, Forrest, xX.iv 
KiH""I, M. L., 4S2 
Krie!l;er, Ii. W., 343 

1,<1(:""""", 152, 1 sa 
Ladder 

L 

dements, 432, 4,35, 4.16, 4:.17, 466, 4.67 
Sce D"J;ign clmncnts 
lise of, 194 

La Farge, Oliver, 388 
La.! IInt(l, 1 H, .'180, :m,1 
Lake Buchanan, 328 
Lane', W. A., xxv 
Lanl~, W. B., 50 
I.,men, Eo S., ll(i 
Lal in cross, 441, 44,3 
Laylaml, W. J., 330 
I '''!lends, 264, 266, 308 
Lehmann, Herman, 337, :;4:\ :H/l" M.8 
]""H1 River, 298 
Lei t.er~, eI~ment8 l·e.fllllbling, sec Design ele­

ments 
Li"hclIS, 1;{Cl, B3, 199,247,254,470,4·72 
Light ning symbols, 432, 11.3; see Design ele· 

ments 
Limestone County, 355 
Limned hand8, 125, 268, :)76 
Limonite, 454, 456, 457 
Lipan Apache!;, 262, 26:{, 267, 370, .381, 422, 

46:3 
U"artis, 419, 421; see Design elements 
Llano County, 3, 262, 267, 326, :l27, 328, 330, 

:\.'\1, :):11, a.'H, 313, 4,SS, 4,74, 
IJano River, 251, 256 
Longhorn calli", 103, 104, 105, 265, 267, 282, 

28.3, 345, 387, 4.()5 
Loving County, 3, 116, 1:17-H1, :100 
Lucas, A., 472 

M 

MGCar~')n, W. E., J r" xxiv, 196, 198, 230, 326 
M"Culloch County, 3, 266 
M~L('nnUIl CnlJuty, .1, 294, 299 
McNutt, E. F., 324, 456 
MaeCul'dy, G. C., ;1,55 
Magic, sympathelie, 405, 1·61< 
Mallery, Gurriek, 12, 72, n, 71<, 79, 84, 158, 

H08, H28, .'337, 34,3, 357, 41.4, ;1,18, M,l, 
448 

Mangancse paint, 328, 454, 1SS, {].S8 
ManOR, as p.lint grinders, 455, 456, 457 
Mansfield, G. R., 50, 110, U6, '169 
Manufacture of paint, 142, 299, .~42 
Map~, Indian, t].6, 47, 49, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 

]22, 158, ];'9, 176, 177, 294" 295, 299, 
3S't. 

Marcy, RUlldolph, 12 
Martin, Ceorg" C., 324, 377, 389, 393, 4,;'4, 458 
'Masked human hcads, 14, 15, 16, J 7, 21, 22, 

27, 4.2, 4:;, 46, 21.7, 21,R, 312, 388, 404, 
161.,4.73 

Ma;; .I' Azil, 'France, .328, 474 
Mason COllnty, 3, 2;;6261, 267, 337 
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Materials and m,;t!,od, of piotllrt,-wl'iLing, 142, 
4St\-4~)() 

l\1atIHjw~, N. H., 320 
Matting, paint,,,I, 329 
Maverick County, :~22 
Maya hieroglyphs, 21.1, 111 
Mayeye In,lian8, ilH2 
Mayfield, Walter, 110 
Mayhall, !\In. M.P., xxiv 
MIl,ul, C. W., 44 
Menard County, :ml 
1\1f:lllality, primitiv<:, Mi·t 
,M,'ra, II. P., 64, 462 
1\1.,,<:ah,'H) Apache, 76, 170 
Metal", 

ca rvcd, :l:12, 3:r.l, :-1:-15 
l)ajnl ground on. 455 

Mid,I1,. AmNica, I, t\()fi 
~ligra(ionH, 4()fi 
M,ilam c."unty, :lH2 
Mill", Frank, 107 
Mine, paint, l[·ri4 
NI i",ioll;; and )rresidios, :-IflO··3tl:\ 

activiti..,;; of, 227, 228, :381, .382 
attacks hy hostile Indians, :381. :-\H2 
dates of, 102, 380, g8], 382, :·\liB 
,';;cape from, gg2 
influence of, 262, 270, HHO, 461 
Nucstra Padl'(i San Fnweiseo de 10, Su-

mas, cum 
Nuestra Senora de Guudalllpe, :i80 
N uestni Sell!.'!'a ,Ie la Candelari;!, :381 
pi,;ltlrcs of, 93, 94, 100, 101, 107, lOB, 114, 

lIS, 146, 1S2, 153, 154, 15.5, 227, 267, 
280, 281, :384 

San Antoni" de III hietil, 380 
Sail Ellmanl", 381 
San Francisco tI .. , hi Espada, ;-182 
S;!n IldefoH,n, 382 
Sun Lorenw, :un 
San Llli;; de.llI~ Arnal'illas,;\Bl, 388 
Sun Saba, 26:~, 267, 270, :-\81, :.l82, ,384, :.188 
Sari Xavier, :382 

MncclIs.ins, J12 
MoiHtllrc, damage by, 245 
Mohb, plaster, 470 . 
Moon 

lunar month, 14,6 
. «ymbol for, 160, 24.2, 284, 285, 348, ·15:l 

Mooney, .Tames, :'149 
Mortar hoI,,,, 8, 10, 12, 1:3, 3ri, :.IB, ;19, 50, Sri, 

56, ()5, 66, 68, 69, 72, 88, 89, 92, Ill, 
120, 121, ];)1, B7, 138, H1, 14;3, 116, 
1M, 186, 194, 209. 210, 219, 221 227, 
267 292 ' 

M088, J '1IIleS' I{~, :34:1 
Motivation of 

qi!'vings, 15B, ·1,71 
de>;igns, 328 
historj" pailllin:,:;s, :180 
pictllres, 4·:30 

Motley County. :1, .'lI5 
Mountain 

liolls, ] 7:-1, 216, 217 
I'cprcsentat ion of, 15H 
sheep, 19, 21, 22, 2,), 24, 27, :35, :-\6, 37, .38, 

:39, 1l7, 74, 76, 77, 7fl, 107, JOfl, 116, 
144, 145, ;-\12, :-\36, 40:.1, t\,05, 414, 430, 
4"1.3, 473; 5("! Design elements 

MOlIth, human, IS, 17, .IS2, IS:1, ] ')1]. 
MlIndi<, xxiv 
Mussel'shells, 118':1<\ a8 pal"t1"" ·1ri5, ,1.56, ·157 
JllliSlallf!; Creek, 31·') 

N 
National. Park S",.·vi"", II.S., 111 
Nuvaj.) Indial1~, 46:3 
N;!vllITO County, ;155 
N"t~, mi."it, W:1, lfl5, 242, 24,:3, 44:3 
Nt,yIlI,:,. Maud", xxiv 
Niehuhr, E. C, Ill, 112, 12ri,I:.1119() 
Nocona, <:I,ier, ::1:19 " 
Nol"n County, :), 4, 21.17, 2'JH 
Nolan, Philip, expedition, ;).54 
No"", I"HIlClll, IS, 17, IS2, 153, ]94. 
NII~'-'''~ Hiver, 2~,(), :12B, :-1:-\2, :-IHl 1,61 4(,2 4,63 1I.73 ., ., , " 

Numeration marks, H2, 2:;:;, 272, ;27ri, 280 
N'l'baIlI'lI, J. L., :-126 

o 
(kher, 454, 45S, '1M, ,"S7, ·1.72 
Oldham COUllty, 3, 252, 276, .~OB-:-Il/1, :-IH5 
01'" "f lI)(;reury, 1,S,1, 
o rl,(a no, vital, 227, 41:-1, 1[,14 
Origin 

if:g;ond of, 2M, 266 
of p"illlillg" 21, 26:~, 267. :J20, ;J55, 422 

Otero County, l'iew ~l"xi"", 4,()-·l'l, :~62 
Oxide of 

iron, .1.'i,1 
man:':;Ulle,e, 45.5 

P 
Pa(;i fie Railroad Expedit ion "urvey, :-IOB 
Pack animals, 19, ;)04 
I'aebaddl" Mountain, Haul" of, 31.0, 343 
PHinl. 

brlI~he8, 142 
chalks, 354· 
"bClrc~lIll as, 267, 354 
('Ollt<l)[,\\r" 456, 4·S7 
in petro:,:;lypiIH, fi:-I 
mine, 454-
rninCl';l.I, 1,. 112, 299, :.12fl, 4S1-1S7 
mixer., 4,:-;fi--1.S7 
preparation of, 142, 1M·, 1·55 
IH'cscrvatioll of, 472 
""'1'<:0': of, 21, 267 45'1 4·SS 

l'uinted Cunyon, 4 " 
Paintinp; 

hy cbildren, 142 
t."clmi,/"" of, !l.GB 

Palettes, 70, 45.5, 456, I[m 
Palo Duro Canyoll Slat,., Park, a,[.1. 
Pulo Pinto County, 321, :322 
l'aJ\t:her~, sef! Animals, carnivorous 
Parker, Cynthia Ann :1:\9 
PUWllC'C Indians, 354.' 
P"ahndy, Charles, BO, 87, 95, 102, 110 
Peaee IHlet!;, ;\54, ,1S5 
Pearce', J. E., xxv, 79, 206, 324, 3.51 388 443 

4S4 ' , '" 
1""IS<1 River, :-139, :~I[ 9 
I'"hhle~ 

carved, 1, 3293:.15, 471[ 
painted, 1, 68, 79, 242, .'\24";128, 4.16, 4.57, 

4.71-
l'ec(:!lI'Y, SIHI lavtdina 
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p(,:cos County, 3, 95, 131, 133, 161 
Peeo. RiVl'lr, :~, lJ9, 1:1:1, l:n, H2, 143, 170, 171, 

17,'), 2,';,), :\24, 326, :128, :H1, 455, 462, 
4,63, 473, 474 

I'",n<:il, 
charcoal, 354" 454 
manganese, 458 

Pendalll trillngles, see Design clements 
l'etroglyph, 

carved pehhle8, .329--3:35 
derived from abrading marks, 66, 1.37 
height of, 1] 1 
I"chnique of, 4, 299, 459, 460 
weatherinp; of. Ill, 199 

Pet.rographic sit.es, :>" 7, 162, 250, 307 
Pnt.l'ogn'phy, 4 
Pevler, I.". M., 339 
Phallic representations, 12, 13, 36, 37, 60-61, 

166, ]67, 170, 199,200, 2:12, 2:~3, 231" 
2:15, 2.'i7, 268, 269, 281, 283, 291, :m­
:174; see Dc~ign elements 

l'iet.ogrliph" 
<:0101.', 0 f, 8('1' Color8 
height above floor, 5 
9izes of, se" Sizes of piclurn. 

Pictures 
authenticity of, 251, 252 
hand of, 245, 21·6 
Oil movabk ohj,«:ts, 96, ,121 ;.151 
pla""rn.mt of, ,t 
rea 1 i8tic, 227 

Pictl1l'c-wrhing 
ages of, see ilg", of pictures 
liulhor",hip of, 21, 26:1, 267, 320, 344, 422, 

459, 46:~ 
elass,~s of, 'l-·S 
eomparisnn "f, :.15, 99, :163 
defaced by abrading gl'onve~, 6S 
destrnctioll of, ,ww VandaUsm 
distribution of, 2 
materials and methods, 112, '154--1,60 
New Mexico, 40-,19 
on bluffs, caV!1S und boulders, 8-31.9 
on h(>ll'~$, 96, 336-3.38 
on hi de8, 33'J-.'I1,;l 
on small ston"", 68, 324-,,328 
nn ,I ich, 5.1, 54" 55, 125 
on tnJC6, 319323 
on walls of hOIlS(', 8,54-
place name, der.ived from, 4 
posture in, 104,247, 362 
prrscrvatioll of, 6, 470, 472 
siz('s of, .me Sizes o{ pielnres 
,y,l.mn "f, 1 
t;, commernoratc peac" pact, :104, a;,5 

Pipes, 3:n, 331, .'lB.), :,87, 4tH, 404-
Se,·: D,~sip;n elements 

Pipkin, H. C., 316 
Pitchfork-like elmllclIl:;, see Desill:l1 elements 
Pits 

".ollie,d, 6.5, 66 
Clip-shaped, tN, 1<10 
for snake head, (is, 66, 67 
in p"troglyphs, 459 
puint mine, 451, 
result of pecking, 28 

Place names, 4. 
Plants, .I,1/! De:;ign elements 
Plaster molds, 470 
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Plumed serpentH, 25, 26, 44, 45, 72, J26, 127, 
]lJ6, 197, 215, 222, 223, 247, 248, 249, 252, 
253, 28:~, .109, 419, 421, 1,n, 4,74 
Sec Snllke~ 

Pole ladders, sec De~igll element" 
Pope, J<.,hn, 12 
P()~ilion of arrn~~ .~ee Arms 
Pot,herds, 5, 10, 34, 61., 107, 1:19, .':laS, 404, 41i2 
Potter COUllty, 3, 31S--:U7 
Poltery 

<,:olll]lllrison of dfOSigns w.itl, rock pictlll'(;s, 
1 SO, 268, 278, :{:H, 335, 862, :141, 452, 
465·407, <174 

(:ompar.isoll of designs with skin paintings, 
.'\11,2 

vessel" see Earthenwarn vcsse18 
l'rayflr for 

more animals, 343, 3-15, 4,05 
rain, 3/1,'), ilB2 

Prehistoric u~e or cquul·arrncd cros~, 44':~ 
PrenUce, H.. A., xxiv, 3,08 
Preservation 

attempts at, 6 
IlfWd for, 470 472 

Presidio COllnty, 3, 99 -llO, 252, .'\l2, 381, 389, 
397, 452 

Price, 1. B., Jr., 330 
Prickly peur, picture of, 156, 157, 160, 4,27, 430 
Pro j ectile 

points, 36, 37, .'lll, S3, 54" 72, 102, 11 0, 116, 
H,'), 227, 252, 2;':3, 280, 21ll, 296, 39:1-
390, :\97, 165 

wounds, ]9, 27, 11.5, 77, 7il, 94, 17:\, 179, 
Ul(), ]83, 217, .'l:n, 405, 409, 430, 4:n 

Projectiles, S('(l Design el!lrncnts 
1'1'0'1":1' names, pit:\:uring of, :3109, 3S1 
Proportion~ or pictnH,", 267 
Ptiyehology, pr'irnitlvc, :)S7 
Pllb!ll'l.y paintinll:" sec Girb' pub.,rty paintings 
Pucblo 

cultufC, 461, 462 
Indians, 65, 311, 343 
inOIl(:rl(,." 22, 46:1 
rllin, 315, :U6, 317 

l' ulli lim Cree k, 320 
Puma, ]7;\, 216, 21 i, 2.%, 237 
Punctate df:lGol'utinn, s(:c l)"sign elements 
1'1I1'poses of picture;;, 161, 

Q 
(jllillin, Mn. Ellen S., :xxiv 

R 

Rabbit 
dance. 12, 13 
nets, 18:3, 185, 212, 24:3, 1,1.~ 
pid.ures of, 179, '180 
,tic,,", 17.1, 240, 242, 28.3, .391, .192···:393 
Sec Dc,jgn "lement::; 

Huinfall, 2, 4, 24.'), 290, 291, :380,·174, 
Hak .. ,,1 ike ..,llmlcnts, 4,:.lIl, 4:{'J, 441; Sill' De,ip;n 

elemenl. 
Randall County, 3, .'lJII. 
Hat:t:h,,;nakes, see Sn"km; 
Ray, Cyru", N., xxiii, 287,288, 4,54 
Rnul County, :3, 4, 99, 247-2SI, 300, 4,00, 419, 

461 
Rebus slage, 1 
Red Fox, Ch id, ]4.6, 1.50 
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Reel River. 351. 3S5 
Reeves COlmty; 3, 78-87, 99, ')BS 
RcprodllGtive organs, 80, 81. 
Rifle" 

long-range, 400 
pi(:ll.lres of, sec Glln, 
,hooting picture8 with, 468 

Riggs, Earl, xxiii 
Rio GnuHie, 72, 99, 102, )07, lill, J86, 195, 

198, 213, 221, 2.30, 324., 326, 33tj" :i:;1, 
3HO, ilBl, 419, 463, 47~ 

Hoar, or bark, of animal", 207, 237 
Rnh",!'t" Dan W., :-11-:\ .144 
Roberts, Frank 1I. II., Jr., 21, 1.10, :no, 4(,:3 
Rock pietures 

chronology of, 8('1' Chronology 
comparison with pottery de"ign8, ) 50, 268, 

278, 334, :~.%, ilfi2, 441, 452, 46S-467, ,m, 
destrllction of, scc Vanrhdism 
surfa<:es fo]", 4-

Roof 
falling of, I:a",e<! by earthquake, 137 
picttll'(" on. 4, flO. 92, 1.13, 143, 194, 254, 

256, 264, 2HB, :306, .30fl, 312 
rocks from, 6fl, 183 

Rope ladder:;, "61' Design elements 
Ross, CalHain SuI, 3.39 
Runner8, 51, 52, 3fi7 

Sahine River, .,22 
Saddles, :n2, :)4.3, 3H5 

s 

Sand, wind-hlown, 12, 92, 137, ".69 
Sandals 

picture, "f, .377 
types of, :10, 64 

San G.dwiel River, .1!l2 
San Saba COllnty, .'l, 4, 2;'8, 262266, 321, 331., 

381, 385, 4,61 
San Saba. River, 262 
~~,aylcs, E. 13., xxiv, 106, 1.30, 1.1:1, I !ifl, 286, 288, 

3.]2, ,)2/1, 
SdlOolcrafl, II. R., 337 
SchUlze, Htmry, no 
S<:oi.t, Donald, tl-65 
Scraping for paint material, 4,51 
Scrolls, 11 .. ,)1, 452, 1':;,1, 465, 467 

.'lee Design elemenb 
St1a~ollal changes, efIects 0 f, 462, 4,69 
Seepage, damuge (:'lII",·'d hy, 17\1, 201., 247, 474-
SClllieircle~, s'w Design c1mnenls 
Serpents, ,\,,,, Snakes 
Set-Cairn., (Salanta), ,,\rre8t of, .%1 
Set-t'an 

allthor of r:alendar, 3S2, :.153 
yearly calendar, ,)49:.151 

Setzler, F. M., 65, .'121., 3f1'), 161 
S<:ynn, number, freqllently 11",,1, 312 
Shackelford County, 3, 288-292 
Shield" .395-397 

hairy sid" of, :l44 
magical use of, 31.H 
making of, 34H 
paintings Oil, .'l1:1·~347 
represclltation of, see Design ekmcnts 

Shinny, 1,,2 
Shulller, R. Fl., ]<11 
Signattu'es, totemic, .~"(j Totem paintings 

Sign i ficance of 
colors, 267, .34,2 
pictures, 3403, :~S'l, 371" IM,l, 1.61. 

~. ,kin l~ainti~~~ii, :W1 
~~m8, D. h., Xll.;\',l 
~!ms, O. L., XXllI 
S.ltes 

digtrihution of, 1 
numbers, 1, fI, 40, 165 
I","rographi", .), 7, 162, 2S0 

Silting·henr, :.15J 
Si7.es of pictures, 5, 141, 2.113, 236, 207 
Skim" paintings on, 1, 33934,8, 4,74 
Skirls, 1385 
Sloan, John, .388 
Sloan, John A., 2M 
Smith, Clinton L., 1SS 
Smith County, 322 
Smith, G<1orge L., 345, 355 
Smilh, S. L. S., 191 
Smith, VicinI" J., xxiii, 79, f)03, 96, 1]4., 116, 

117, 111'1, 120, 126, 1300, 131, 336, 337, 
.'115, IJ.16, 376, 4,58 

Smithsonian Tn8til.u1.ion, a:~B, :iSO, 352 
Smithwick, Noah, 158, :3)9, :3402, a51-, iI.5f1 
Smoking seene, .132, 333, 3:35 
Snake 

"charmer," 206, 207 
dan<1"', 51, 52, 114, 115, 126, 127, .)67 

Snakes and 8erpcnts, 12, 13, 19, 22, 25, 26, 27, 
29, 44, 45, S1, 's2, 53, S4, 62, 66, 67, 
72, 73, fl2, 8.3, llfl, 119, 127, 12\1, lS2, 
15:3. 16\1, 179, 180, 185, 200, 206, 2ila. 
248; 279, 21m, 29R, 322, 3408, 392, 4,J 7, 
418, 419, 4,2], 423, 4130, tl41 

SfW D",sign dements 
Soldier8, 146, 219, 2110, 3Rl, 388, 400 
S01l1h Amel:ica, ,16S 
South Canadian River, 349 .. 351 
South Llano River, 251, ,162, 473 
Spalling of 8tone, SM Dt)"truction, causes of 
Silcam, see Projectile point" 
Sptlr:1.adm\, 1.03, 1,04; see Design (jlelTlents 
Spider·like de"ign", .lee Design element. 
Spirals, sec Design elr""flnts 
Spring, rcprcsentation of, 432 
Square·,h"" Idcrc.! figures, 363; .lee Design 

elemenls 
Squirrel, 207 
Stage coach, painting of, 156, 157, aR;;, 3fl7 
Steplum, A. M., 119.~ 
Stephens County, 3, 290, 292-29S. 299 
Steward, J lilian I I., 6, 2.3, 109, 114, 2~2, 10S, 

tl1.:1 
Stick 

a8 bru'h, 458 
painted, 5.3, .54,. S5, 329 
rabbit, see Hahbit Slicks 

StOlW, ;\ I,.,x<tndcr G., :~41, 
Stol'y-tellinlJ; piel.lu·e', 161, 206, 21S, 216, 255, 

2M!, 280, 2f1l, 'BO 
Stratigl'uphy, ",i/! SllJlel'jmJlo~ed pictlll'e~ 
Stream, repre'fHltation of, IGfl 
Stndo!', Floyd V., xxiii, .3011, H,ll, 312, :~H, 3,15, 

:316 
Style, local. :~S7 
SuI R()~, Stat" '('eadlel', Colkgp, 117, 3:~6, 

345, .346 
Sun ~ymhnh, 1,32, 433, 4.35; sec Design eJe. 

ments 
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Sllpel'irnpo~t)d pietnre" 5, 11, ,1,2, 43, 76, 80, 
8·1. 85, 99, Ill, ll8, ]19, 146, 150, 
151, 156, 166, 167, 168, 170, 187, 195, 
209, 2I:l, 2:~2, 239, 249, 256, 267, 268, 
272, 276, 278, 282, 324" 376, 384, Mll, 
462 

SIII'"rl'0scd pietures, ,11 
Snppl ication, attitude of, 114, Jl5, .367; .~ff, 

Arms, position of 
Slilion COllnty, .~, :cIOO, :-I01-:cl06 
SW<l8tika·like elements, no, 252, 253, 434, ,143, 

452; sec Design clC>Dlcnts 
Sweetwater Creek, :15( 
Sword·like element8, 187, 188, 311, 400; $(<(., 

Design elements 
Symbol of death or bravery, 267 

T 

Taboo, 35 
Tails, 22, 7/J" 7G, 77, 78, 1 n, 17~" 216, 217, 

2:\7, 409, 41:-1 
'ra11esl piclop;raphs, 98, 211 
Tally marks, 87, 312 
"Tanks," 10, 12, 13 
Tarantula·like elements, see De8ign elements 
Taylor County, 454 
TechniqIH), 4, l:c16, ltl,:1, 165, 178, 181" 209, 227, 

249, 252, 268, 298, 312, 320, 355, 375, 
385 

Teeth, anlmil.l, ii,S 
:I:ehuucun,\ Spring:;, 355 
1 epee8 

paintings on, .353, 355 
piclllrr:, of, .199, 400, 401, 46,5, 467; $(!(l 

Design elements 
Terraced design elements; .~<lC DesIgn role­

ments 
Terrell County, .q, 4, 131, 146 165, 240, 255, 

342, 381, 384, 38G, 418, Il61, 468, 471, 
Texa, Chief, 381 
Texas 

map~ u£, prior to 1850, 322 
M"moriaI Museum. xxiv 
Slate Lihrary, :1:10, 334 

Thunderbird" 27, 60, 61, 74, 75, 79, 80, 81, 
82, 83, 144, ]45, ]1.7, ]50, ];'1, 2:~~, 
23G, 217, 218, 252, 25.3, 258, 34,0, 341, 
:H4, :\4,5, :~55, 417, 4'18; St'C Dcsign 
elements 

T.ilus County, 334, 11,66 
Todd, Alh.:<.', 264., 266 
Tndd, G. W., 266 
Tonkawa Indians, .'lR2 
Totem pa.inl.ing><, ;'7, :~28, ,11.8, 1,68 
Track~ 

alii mal, il6, 107, 112, 1;,fl, 159, 207, 414, 
4.,15, 417 

hiI'd, 21,2, 291" 297, :,lOO, 4]4" 117 
hUlllan, :'16, 128, ]29 

Trading p,,,l, 351 
~rails, Indian, 23, 72, 73, 1;'8, .321, 322, 323 
J l''''j 

"]"ments, see Deiiign elemenl8 
pictures of, 16, 17,427,428,1,29 
pictlll'e, on, 319-323, 351 
.ring datilllJ;, 4.48, 1,62 

Triallgular elements, see Del;ip;n elements 
'j\ibe:;, 4, 6, 23 

Trin.ily River, 351" 355 
Triskele, 4::11; ""<' Dm,ign elements 
Trophy of chase, 114, 126, 127,274 
T-,huperl clemcnts, sec D"""ign elements 
Tu bulur pipe, e"rvnd, :~30, 331, 3.34 
Tumlinson blockh(lu~e, 3.51(, 
Turkey Bluff, 1, 

489 

Tn rkey Creek, :\21 
Turkeys, pictures of, 22, 227, 228, 238, 262, 

2H3 
Turner, W. W., ::I(H, 308 
Turtles, 419, 421, 42:1; ""e Design element~ 

Uniform", 227 
United States 

Goological Smvey, 50, 116 
National Park Survice, III 

Unity in prehistoric civili~ulions, 465 
11 JI"lllJr County, 34,2, 466 
lipton COllnty, 3, 9.5, 1:\1, 143, )61 
LJ-shaped element~, see D('l;;ign elements 
Uvuldn r:OUlIly, 3, 1, 217, 381 

Y 
Val Verde County, 3, 4., 38, 136, 165-2.19, 2/J,9, 

292, 324-326, 334, 3.35, 381, 384, :385, 
400, 404, 410, 1,19, 428, 461, 4,63, 474 

Vanduli:;m, 1, 12, 146, 147, 152, 221, 231, 238, 
251, 262, 26:'1, 2M, 268, 272, 273, 287, 
290, 292, 294, 46fl, 470, 471, 472 

Y"n Hom Mountains, 72 
Van Zandt County, :cI22 
Vegetahle juice as paint, 1,55 
V ineguroon, 12 
Viscera, 190, 191, 227 
V.shaped element~, 44:~; "'w De~ign elements 

w 
Wagon 

pictllrc of, burning, :137 
train~, 2:cll, 34,9, 3Gl 

Wah-chi-tuh-ke1', 345, :152, 355, 356 
War honnet, 370 
Ward CO\lnly, :'I, 133-136 
Water 

CilloI' sketches, 187 
rern!)1 nne"" of, 30, 50, 59, oR 
symbol" 432: .~"e Design element, 

Wau, Frank H., 298, 299 
WCapIH18, 160, :l8R-I({)() 
Wcatherin)!;, dama!-\e l.y. fl. 23, 34" 49, 72, 95, 

111, 122, 126, ]t1(I, 154, 24,7, 2.56, 262, 
268, 294, .'1:H, 355, 461, 11,()9 

WI:S! Texas l1i~torieal and Scientifie Society, 
31;' 

Whipple, A. W., :1Ot:\., 30B, 311, :1l2 
Whip scorpion, 12 
White, Massingale, xxv 
White paint, comparatively recent, 282, 254; 

see Colors 
White, Sandifer, 346 
Whorl~, .'Ill 
Wichita Indi[lIlH . .'l!l1 
Wilbarger, .T. W., 343 . 
Willian"""'1 r:ollnl.y, :~, 804, 329, .'l30, 331, 354 
Willollghhy, C. C., 4,:-12 
Wilson, A. M., 3.32, 3:34 
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Winkler County, 3, 14.1-143, .'l1l5, ~·52 
Wint~r mark. :H9 
Wissler, Clark, ·1S2 
Wil.l.O' Mt,moriuJ Museum, xxiv, 125, ][,9, 2.~~, 
Wolf-Iying.down, Chief, :151 
Wolve~, 179, 180 
WOtntj!l, headless, .'1RS 
Wood C()lInty, :)21, :334, 466 
Wood, Lfl"'er B., 293, 29~, 
Wood, pictures on, s:~, 54, 55, 125, 329 
Woolford, SUI'lIud, 324-
Woolsey, A. M., xxiv, 254., il21l 
Wound", repre~entation of, 41.4; SI'C Projcet.ilc 

wOllnd" 
Writing, alphahetic i\Yl;!.em of, 1, 473 

x 
X.shaped elemen!.., 44:;; .sec Del;ign ,,]ernnnts 

Yoj lIane Indian., 3!l2 
York, J. G., xxv 
Ynllng, C. S., 125 

Y 

Y'8haped elemenl" "14:~; -",e Design clements 
y \leea flower stalks, 214., 215, .'l70, ~.27. 1·2!l 

Z 
Zigz,lg", 44:\ 114S, 1/1.7; s«" Design element" 
Zwiener, Charles, Xl( iv 
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