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Foreword 

We are pleased to make available this cultural landscape report as part of our ongoing effort to provide c~mprehensive documentation for the historic 
structures and landscapes of National Park Service unirs in the Southeast Region. Many individuals and institutions contributed to the successful 
completion of this project. We would especially like to thank Kings Mountain National Military Park Superintendent Erin Broadbent, former 
Superintendent Ping Crawford, and Chief Ranger Chris Revels for their support and contributions to this work. Thanks also to Lucy Lawliss, Lead, 
NPS Park Cultural Landscapes Program, for her knowledgeable guidance throughout the project. Finally, we would like to recognize the labor and 
dedication of Susan Hart Vincent, author of this report. We hope that the study \viii be a useful tool for park management and for others interested in 
the history and significance of the many cultural resources at Kings Mountain . 

Dan Scheidt 
Chief, Cultural Resources Stewardship 
Southeast Regional Office 
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Introduction 

Management Summary 
This cultural landscape report (CLR) analyzes and provides rreannent 
recommendations for Kings Mountain National Military Park (!he Park, 
the Milirary Park), South Carolina, to preserve and interpret !he Kings 
Mountain Battleground resources (178o). In addition, !he report 
addresses: 

a) the integrity of historical resources associated with the Battle of Kings 
Mountain (178o),the commemorative period following the battle (1780 to 
1931), and the NPS Park Development Ern (1933 to 1941); 

b) !he integration of use and management of historical resources to 
support the goals of the Park's interpretive program; 

c) the treatment recommendations for individual historic landscape 
features (vegetation, monuments, roads, etc.), and; 

d) the overall treatment for the historic landscape that accommodates 
non-historic resources (visitor center, parking areas, access roads, etc.) 
necessary to manage a site open to the public . 

The report does not include an analysis of the Howser or Norman­
Morris farmsteads. These properties are discussed in this report only in 
reference to post-battle land use changes in the Kings Mountain area. 
Additional studies to determine !he significance and integrity of these 
landscapes is recommended . 

Historical Summary 
The sudden rise of a patriot militia in September 178o, demonstrated the 
self-reliance, determination, and courage of early American backcoumry 
senlers. Mountaineers from North and South Carolina, Virginia, 
present -day Tennessee, and Georgia assembled without official call and 
marched to defeat loyalist forces at the Banle of Kings Mountain on 
October 7, 178o. The initiative temporarily halted the British advance into 
North Carolina and was the first in a series of defeats that ultimately led 
to lord Cornwallis's surrender at Yorktown . 

Scope of Work and Methodology 
The Park seeks information to determine the actual condition of the 
banleground landscape on October 7, 1780. Managing the site to achieve 
similar conditions is addressed in this document. Subsequent additions 
to the landscape that commemorate the Batde of Kings Mountain and 
design features constructed during the NPS Park Development Era are 
also evaluated to support the Park's interpretive program. Finally, the 
Park's nomination to the National Register of Historic Places is reviewed. 

This report includes: 

a) a limited investigation of the pre-battlefield landscape (American 
Indian and colonial senlement to q8o); 

b) a limited investigation of the ban.lefield landscape (178o); 

c) a limited investigation of the private ownership and commemorative 
period (t780-1931); 

National htl: SetYice 1 



d) a limited investigation of the Federal Administration period {I9JI to 
present) including creation of the Park under jurisdiction of the War 
Department (1931), the early NPS Development Era (193J-1941), changes 
initiated during the Servicewide Mission 66 initiative, and preparation 
for the 1976 United States bicentennial celebration, and; 

e) a limited investigation of the Recreation Demonstration Area (ROA) 
as it reflects design and management of the Military Park during the 
Park's development period. 

A review of existing conditions {NPS) is presented, as well as analysis and 
treatment recommendations for vegetation and o ther site features as they 
represent the battlefield landscape, the commemorative period , and the 
N P-5 Park Development Era. 

Primary sources for investigating the battleground landscape included 
historical plats, maps, and period agricultural and industrial censa. 
Research of the battle's commemorative efforts included period 
photographs, and commemorative brochures and pamphlets. Examples 
of tlle early NPS Development Era, Mission 66 initiative, and 
bicentennial celebration were reviewed in park master plans, 
photographs, and other design documentation. 

Existing park documentation includes the Park's Master Plan, 
llllerpretive Prospectus, Design Concept Plan, Historic Resource Study, 
Administrative History, and Cultural Landscape Inventory. Additional 
sources reviewed were maps, archeological reports, natural resource 
man agement reports, photographs, newspaper articles, and other 
records relevant to the project purpose. ln addition ro documentary 
research, sire visits, management staff interviews and telephone 
conversations with persons having specific site history or resource 
information we.re also conducted. 

Study Boundary 
The Park is situated in South Carolina, one-half mile south of the North 
Carolina border and is reached via Exit 2 from Interstate 85, two miles to 
the north, and via State Road 216 from the northwest and east. State 
Road 216 ends at the park boundary where it becomes Main Park Road 
and is federally-maintained. The Park contains 3.>945·29 acres and lies 
adjacent to the 6,883-acre Kings Mountain State Park. 

Most of the area surrounding the Park is rural, with small farms 
compri.sed of grassy fields, woodlands, and numerous creeks typical of 
rolling piedmont terrain. Battleground Ridge' is a spur of the 16-mile 
Kings Mountain Range, situated between the Blue Ridge Mountains to 
the northwest and the Carolina sandhills to the southeast. It is the 
southern-most hill of the range and the only part situated in South 
Carolina. 

Summary of Findings 

The Park's cultural landscape exhibits strollg integrity tO three hisforic 
periods: the battle of Kings Mountain, the Commemorative Period 
following the battle, and the NPS Park Development Period. Treatment 
recommendations for Battleground Ridge include rehabilitating the 
natural/cultural landscape by re-establishing the ridge top's open space 
and historic views. Managing the vegetation to maintain the cleared area, 
vistas, and the open understory of the wooded slopes is recommended. 

The Park's nomination to the National Register was amended in 1994 to 
include additional landscape features associated with the three periods 
of significance. The nomination did not include the flagstone walk 
leading to and surrounding the Museum/AdminiStration (headquaners) 
building. These features should be protected and included in building 
descriptions as found in the Park's List of Classified Structures. The CLR 
recommends that all features associated with the Park's historic periods 
be protected. 

1. This term will be used throughout this document to distinguish the place 
where the battle took place from the Kings Mountain Range. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Site History 

Pre-Battlefield Landscape 

Native American Landscape 
Native American occupation of the Carolina piedmont dates to as early 
as c. 10,000 BC.' When European scnlemenr began in the early 1700s, 
Native Americans had been practicing burning and agriculture for 
approximately 1500 years. These man-made fires, primarily occurring 
during the dormant-sCllson, improved forests for hunting, facilitated 
ttavel, and cleared fields for agriculture. Because this practice occurred 
over a long period of Lime, prairie-like fields and open woodlands 
developed u important ecological zones of the o8dl·century Carolina 
piedmont landscape. a 

Early European explorers encountered large fields, savannas, and open 
forests in the Carolina interior. DeSoto, in 1540, traveling north from an 
area near present Camden, South Carolina, to an area near present 
Charlotte, North Carolina, described large fields, open forests, and 
savannas easy to travel through, with plenty of grass for his livestock.J 
john Lawson, traveling the same area in 1701, also noted large "savannas» 
and wrote of woods being burned along the road from near Camden, 
South Carolina, to the Waxhaws, a distance of approximately thirty 
miles.4 Mark Catesby, traveling the Carolina interior during the 1720s 
also reported the Native American custom of burning fields in late 

1. lindsay M. B@ditz.. •Archeologiul Data Section. Pteliminary Cuhural Resource 
Management pt~n. Kings Moontain National Military Park. • Southeast 
Ard>eological Center (SEAC). NPS, Tallahas~e FL . 

2. Lawrence S. Barden. •HistOfic Prairies in the Piedmont of North and South 
Carolina. USA. • N4ruro/ Artof Jourml 17, no. 2 (1997): IS2. 

3. Bordtn, 149 . 
4. 1oM Uw>on. A Nrw Voyoge ro ~rolim, ed. H,T. Lefler (Chapel Hill: 

University of North ~rolino Press. t967) as quoted in Borden. 150. 

MER 

DU NOJ. .. 
FIGURE 1. Guillaume de L'lsle's Carte dt Ia Loulslane et du Cours du Mlssisslpi. 1718 . 

winter. He wrote of "many spacious tracts of meadow-land ... 
burdened with grass six-feet high" often fed upon by vast numbers of 
buffaloes.s These descriptions are illustrated in Guillaume de L'Isle's 1718 
Carte de Ia Louisiane et du Cours du Mississipi, in which a "Grande 
Savane" is depicted in central Carolina east or the Blue Ridge Mountains 
(fig. 1) . 

Describing the natural features of the region during their youth, 
Chari one homesteaders in 1800 recalled prairie-like landscapes of 
grasses and canebrakes over large expanses of land. They characteri2ed 

5. A. Fedu«ia, ed., Caresby'f Birds of Colonial Arr>Ni<ll (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Prm, 1985) 135-169, as found in Barden, 150 . 



the forests as having widely spaced trees that allowed long sight distances 
under the canopy.6 

These fearures were the results of cenruries of natural and man-made 
6res throughout the piedmont. The Catawba Indians, inhabitants of 
much of northwest South Carolina and central North Carolina engaged 
in these practices regularly. In 1682, approximately 4,6oo Catawbas 
occupied the Carolinas, but their numbers rapidly declined once contact 
with European diseases rook effect. By 1728, 1.400 Catawba Indians were 
living and by 1775, only 400 remained.7 

The New Acquisition 
In 1772, a ten-mile-wide by sixty-mile-long zone was ceded to the 
colony of South Carolina by North Carolina to settle a boundary dispute. 
Dubbed the "New Acquisition:' this area included a southern spur of the 
Appalachians, known as the Kings Mountain Range, that became part of 
the Camden Judicial DistricL ln 1785, when the new state of South 
Carolina was established, this area was included in York County. Not 
untilr897 would the area be divided again. At that time the northwest 
pan of York County was combined with parts of Union and Spartanburg 
Counties to form Cherokee County, which contains the western half of 
the Park. 

Settlement Period to 1780 
Decline of the Native American population coincided with increased 
settlement of the area by European immigrants (1740s to 1760s), who, 
having heard of the region's open grasslands, moved south from 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia to establish 
new homesteads. The majority was Scotch-Irish, but German, Swiss, 
and British immigrants also arrived.8 By the mid·•nos, approximately 
35,000 settlers occupied the South Carolina backcountry.9 

6. Barden, IS I. 
7. Charles F. Kovacik and John J. Winberry, South Ctrolina. The Making of a 

Landscape (Columbia: University of South Carolina Pross, 1989). 62. 
8. Robert W. Blythe. Maureen A. Carroll, Steven H. MoHson, Kings Mountain 

National Military Park. Historic R~source Study (Atlanta: Cultural Resources 
Planning Division, Southeast Regional Office. NPS, 1995), 34. Much o f the 
lnfotmation provided in the Site History chapter Is drawn from this sou(ce. 
Tht te•t is supplemented with landscape Information as needed. 

9. Blythe. et al .. 34. 

4 Cutturtl LlndKapt R~rt: Kings Mountain National M•lhlry Pirk 

The area around Battleground Ridge was sparsely populated in t78o. The 
earliest census records for York County (1790) report 6,604 inhabitants, 
including 923 slaves.'0 Most were small farmers owning from zero to five 
slaves. 

Learning from the Native Americans, European settlers continued to use 
fire as a land management tool. Crowder's Mountain and King's 
Pinnacle, both part of the Kings Mountain Range, were burned to 
provide forage for cattle." In addition to clearing fields for planting, fire 
created habitat for wild game by stimulating new growth of grasses and 
other plants used for food and cover. Backcountry settlers depended on 
livestock and agriculrure to survive, supplementing their diet by hunting 
and fishing. 

In •n9, the area's first iron works was opened by Colonel William Hill" 
on Allison Creek, about ten miles east of Banleground Ridge. Hill 
purchased approximately 5,ooo acres and built a house, a grain mill, and 
a saw mill. He set up the iron works with his partner, Issac Hayne. Local 
timber was used to produce charcoal, necessary to reduce iron ore to pig 
iron. Hill produced hand-wroughr articles for local use, including farm 
tools, machines, shop supplies and iron household utensils. 

Hill srrongly supported the revolutionary cause and made cannons, shot, 
and other articles of war. Because of such involvement, his iron works 
was destroyed by the British in 1780. Afterwards, the facility was restored 
and remained in operation for about thirty ye.ars. '3 The eighty-four 
slaves he owned in 1790 probably worked at !!lis operation.'4 

10. 1790 Ctnsus, Yor1< County, Yorlc County Public lib<ary, Roc1< Hill, SC. 
11 . Lawrence S. Barden. •sear Oak in Crowder's Mountain State Park. North 

carolina: A Spo<ies and Ecosystem Falling Through tho Cra<ks, • Prtpared for 
tho NC St•tt P•rk Service. January, 1998, Charlotte NC. 

12. Colonel Hill received wounds from an earlier battle and wa.s not able to 
partkipttt at the Battle of Kings Mountain. Lt. Colonel JamM Hawthotnt 
<ommandtd Hill"s regiment in his place. A stone marker In Hawthorne's honor 
was pla<ed on Battleground Ridge in 1949. 

13. Oswald E. Camp, • Kings Mountain National Military Parle. South Carolina: In 
Commemorotion of The Battle of Kings Mountain, October 7,1780: A 
Compllotlon, • NPS, Mar<h 15, 1940; and Robert Mills, Statisrlcs of South 
Carol/no Including • View of Its Natura( Civil, Md Mill tory History. General and 
Partlcular(Chorleston: Hurlburt and Lloyd, 1826) 781. 

14. 1790 Census, York County. 

--, 
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Battle of Kings Mountain (1780) 

The Overmountain Men's Pursuit of 
Major Ferguson 
After the fall of Charleston to Cornwallis on May 12, 1780, a thin line of 
British g~~rrisons was set up in Georgetown, Camden, and Ninery Six . 
Partisan attacks on these southern outposts led to much retaliatory 
burning and looting of patriot properties, as well as to properties of those 
who declared neutraliry. Cornwallis planned to pur an end to the rebel 
forces by ordering Major Patrick Ferguson to recruit and train a loyalist 
militia in the Carolina upcountry . 

Ferguson followed Cornwallis's orders and successfully raised a Loyalist 
contingent of over 1,000 men. As his army moved into the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, concern arose among backcountry senlers whose 
livelihood appeared threatened. In Gilbertown, today known as 
Rutherfordton, North Carolina, Ferguson posted notices warning that if 
the colonists "did not desist from their opposition to the British arms, 
and take protection under his standard, he would march his army over 
the mountains, hang their leaders, and lay their country waste with fire 
and sword."'S 

In September 1780, Isaac Shelby, a militia commander of SuiJivan Counry, 
North Carolina, Colonel John Sevier, militia commander of Washington 
Counry, North Carolina, Colonel Charles McDowell of Burke County, 
North Carolina, and Colonel William Campbell of Washington County, 
Virginia,g~~thered nearly r,ooo men at Sycamore Shoals on the Watauga 
River (near present-day Elizabethton, Tennessee) . 

Shortly thereafter, the combined militia army began its pursuit of 
Ferguson. Three hundred and fifty men, under the command of Colonel 
Benjami~ Cleveland and Major joseph Winston, joined the march at 
Quaker Meadows on the Catawba River. As the mountain men moved 
south, they were joined by twenry South Carolinians commanded by 
Major William Chronicle, and thirry Georgia militia. 

IS. Lyman C. Ota~r. King~ Mounroin and Its HtrMS: Hittory of the Battlt of 
Kings Mounroin. OctobH 7th. I 180, and the E~rs Which LM To II (Baltimort: 
Gtnulogiul Publishing Co .• In<.. 1978) 562 . 

}. --~~ Patriot Militi• 

~
.. • ............. )- ~rguson's t.oyalln-s . ' ,. .. ...., 

FIGURE 2. Map of the Kings Mountain Campaign . 

eCHARLOm 

The patriot forces lost Ferguson's trail after crossing the Broad River and 
arrived on October 6th at the Cowpens'6, South Carolina. Here they met 
with another South Carolina militia unit of 400 troops under the 
command of Colonel James Williams . 

In the meantime, Major Ferguson learned that a militia of backcountry 
men had rallied to pursue him. Concerned by reports of a large opposing 
force, he dispatched requests for reinforcements from Ninery Six and, 
later, from Cornwallis, who was in Charlotte at that time. But Ninery Six 
refused to help, and Cornwallis didn't receive the request until it was too 
late. Ferguson moved slowly southward from Gilbertown, then moved 

16. Th<o Cow~ns w .. a wtff·known uttlt <tntctabout thirty miles west of Kings 
Mountain. 

National Part Service s 



east towards Charlotte. On October 3, he encamped at Tate's Plantation, 
east of Buffalo Creek and only fifty miles from Charlotte. 

By October 6th, Major Ferguson was traveling nor(heast on Ridge Road, 
along the watershed high ground between Kings Creek and Buffalo 
Creek. Slowed by his baggage train of seventeen wagons, he risked being 
overtaken before linking with Cornwallis ln Charlotte. He had 
knowledge of the local road network because seve:ral of his loyalist 
militia members were from the area. Ferguson turned off the Ridge Road 
and headed southeast towards Kings Creek and Hambright's Gap. The 
road he traveled was unnamed at the time, but is known today as 
Colonial Road. · 

Historians speculate that Ferguson wanted ro rake advantage of 
alternative routes to Charlotte and ro use the mountain feature to shield 
his exposed flank.'7 Perhaps concern with being overtaken by the 
Patriots forced the loyalists ro rake position atop the southernmoSt spur 
of the Kings Mountain Range (Battleground Ridge). 

Many scholars believe that Ferguson's arrogance would not allow him to 
go scurrying back to Charlotte without a fight. Battleground Ridge's 
prominence as a local land feature meant it could be easily located by 
Cornwallis's reinforcementS, who, Ferguson believed would be arriving 
soon.'S It is also thought that Ferguson had realized his vulnerable 
position and was awaiting word from sentries senr ro locate a more 
defensible place when the mountain men attacked .'9 

The Patriots had arrived at the Cowpens, South Carolina, on October 6. 
Having lost Ferguson's trail, they regrouped at this well-known cattle­
grazing area. lmmed lately learning that the enemy was only six or seven 
miles from Kings Mountain, a strike ream of approximately 900 men on 
horseback set out overnight. Through drizzling rain, the overmounraln 
men followed the Ridge Road and learned from local residents that the 
Loyalists were encamped on Kings Mountain. They followed Ferguson's 
route, turning onto the same unnamed road towards Hambright's Gap, 

17. Edwin C. Bearss. Historic RHOUrc~ Study. Roads. Trails and Bun'af Sites.. Kings 
Mountain Natiomll Mllitlry Park. South Carolina (Denver. Denver Servk:e 
Center. NPS, 1974) 35. 

18. Dan L MO<rill, Sou!Mrn Camp;~lgm of the American Revolution (Baltimore: 
Nautical and Aviation Pubfishing Comp;tny of America, n.d.) 105. 

19. Or. 8obby Mou. telephone con~rsation. February 1. 1999. 

and continued until they arrived within sight of the loyalist forces the 
following afternoon,October 7, 1780. 

Battleground Ridge (1780) 
Maior Ferguson found that Kings Mountain was to be roughly 6oo yards 
long. A fairly level plateau, it ranged from approximately sixty yards wide 
at the southwest end to about 1:10 yards wide at the northeast. The 
summit was sixty feet above the surrounding terrain. Buck HiU Branch 
paralleled the northwest side of the ridge and nowed northeast from 
springs located near the base of the mountain 

Vegetation-Many accounts of the battle describe the ridge top as bare 
with large and widely spaced trees along the slopes of the mountain. The 
immediate area surrounding battleground ridge was described as 
forested, with little or no understory. While all historical accounts 
confirm the battleground slopes were covered in timber, no 
contemporary reports describe the forest type or age. Colonel Issac 
Shelby recalled the summit as "bare", with "the sides of the mountain ... 
covered with trees."20 

Robert Mills, gathering information for his Statistics of South Caroli>UJ 
(1826), visited the battleground while in York County. His account 
suggests that the area was heavily forested at the time of the battle and 
describes the landscape to be "wild as it then was, and indeed is now."21 

It appears that Kings Mountain had remained unchanged since the time 
of the battle. Mills account of York County's native nora provides 
additional detail of general xeric and mesic plant communities. 

The timber trees are chiefly the various kinds of oak, poplar, hickory, 
chestnut, and a little shortleaf pine. Some spots are very rich in several 
varieties of trees of prodigious growth. I have seen nea.r the banks of the 
Catawba . . . noble oaks of several kinds, hickory, of the common and the 
shell bark species, ash, beech, and the beautiful tulip tree or poplar ... 
tile sycamore, sassafras, dogwood, ironwood, hackberry, walnut, 
buckeye, or horse c;hesmut, and redbud, mixed witb a few small pines. 
The cucumber tree [Magnolia acuminata) abounds here ... also the 
paupau (or amona) (Asimina triloba), and some sugar trees [Acer 
barbarum); one of which has been measured and girthed ten feet round, 
or three feet through. 22 

20. Draper, 237. 543. 252. 
21 . Mills. 778. 
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Benjamin Lossing, who visited the site in 1849, gave another description 
of the battleground area. "[The hills are] . . . covered in oaks, 
chesmuts•3, pines, beeches, gums and laurel, and sourwood. The large 
trees stand far apart, and the smaller one are not very thick, so that the 
march over those gentle elevations was comparatively easy."24 

Since heavy timbering did not occur in the area until the late nineteeth 
century, land use of Battleground Ridge and the surrounding area 
appears not to have changed for seventy years after the battle. Lossing's 
description of "large trees" standing "far apart" indicates a marure 
chestnut-oak forest, possibly mixed with pine in the drier, thin soils. His 

22. Ibid, 774-5. 
23. The <htstnut blight that dtwoyed a lmost oil Amerkan chestnuts began in 

the 1930.. 
24. Benson J. Lossing. Pf<torial Field Boolc of 1,. Revolution. vol. 2 (New York: 

Horper and Brothe"- t859), 77 . 

' 

·l . .. 
,, ..... 
v ftGURt 1 .. Historical Base Map of 

Battleground Ridge . 

description of the battleground may be fairly accurate, as local settlers 
used fire to manage for grazing and hunting. ln fact, two of the patriots 
pursuing Ferguson, Major Chronicle and Captain Mattocks, had camped 
on the very same ridge while deer hunting one year before the battle2 5 

Thin soils and periodic burning would have contributed to the summit's 
treeless appearance. Natural and man-made fires were common 
occurrences throughout the eighteeth and nineteenth centuries, 
maintaining open fields and clearing understories of wooded land. 
Settlers burned areas unsuitable for p lowing to provide forage for cattle 
and deer. This would have included ridges and steeply sloped areas such 
as Battleground Ridge.26 

25. Draper. 231 . 



FIGURE •• Miffs At/as, 1825 Map of 
York District. South carolina. 

Cirw/ati011- Research by NPS historian Ed Bearss (1974) indicated only 
one path or trail present near Kings Mountain at the time of the battle.27 

The "old Indian trail," also known in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries as the Cherokee Trail, Rutherford Road, Battleground Road, 
and Colonial Road, conforms to one found in the Mills Atlas, 1825 Map of 
York District (fig. 4). In this document, this feature will be referred to as 
Colonial Road 

The Mills Atlas provides the best detailed information of the early area 
maps. A similar road alignment on earlier maps shows Colonial Road to 

26. Lawron<e S. Bardon. "Tho Ollem""' of a Common Species at the Edge of IU 
Range: Restoration of a .. , Oak (Quer<us illicifolia) and Its Low Elevation 
Rocky SUmmit Community rn North Carolina .. • (University of North carolina at 
Charlotte). 4. 

27. Bearu. 37; and Richard F. carrillo. •colonial Road Survey at King's Mountain 
National Military Par'k. South Carolina. • Research Manustript Series 166. 
(Columbia: lnnituto of Archeology and Antluopology. University of South 
carolina. 1974) s. 

be aligned with what was probably an old Indian trail leading to the J<ings 
Mountain area. Colomial Road turned off o f Ridge Road, a northeast/ 
southwestern road connecting the Carolinas, and proceeded southeast 
through the Kings Mountain range by way of Hambright's Gap. It 
continued south to connect with the Cherokee trading path near 
Congaree. The Cherokee path led from western Carolina to 
Charleston.28 

The Battle 
An early nineteet-century account wrirren by General joseph Graham 
places the position where the Patriots dismounted their horses as "about 
100 poles from the mountain." It was a spot where "the top of the 
mountain and the enemy's camp upon it were in full view."29 This 

28. Beans, 1·2. James Cook's 1773 "Map of the Providen<e of South carolina• 
and Henry Mouzon's 1775 "An A<rurat e Map of No<th and South carolina· 
both indicate an lrulian path passing through StePI>S Gap towards the Kings 
Mountain range. 
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IIGUR! S Cion Jowph Groham\ Slt•tch of !h~ bttf• of King< Mount.> 

tr.:msLlt~ to app11LXI!ruot~h t,7<K> fctt or nne-.ru orter nlll<• frnm 

l~rguson'• amp 

Tra1ehng on font, the m<>untt nccn crept under cover ol the canopv 
tro.:c< (••lunell"·'c \hdh1 d~nhcs ht>\\ the l':ttnots tmnall\ 
opproorhrri rh<•lunt olthc nd~:~ trnm the nurth\\c't and 'Plot lith> twn 
columns, lei! and right, to ~urround the mount.un Camphell\ men 
nsccndcd the !>lt'CJX"St part ol the ndgc, the ><Hlth ,,d,•, "trum tree tn Ire< 
nil Jsu} thcv 1wre near!\ .u the top \helh) 'mrn \\ere >lghtcd and tired 
Upon WhtJ~ pmltlunlll!J thctn>diC> II nw ,tllnd, ht·gotn on thr ndgt•\ 

>uuthca tern end.\\ >th ( unphdl'& "'""I"" I.. II l"'"''d h1 'ihelh) ·, . 
\~ ttlun ten mtnut~ the tcm.unmg l"utrlol regtmcnt' h1d t.1ken po51tton 
nnd the b.11tl wn\ full\ Cllll'I!:Cd 

~ch(>l ors e'plun ho11 r Cf!;\1 nn had lmle or nn nd1-antage tn the po"non 
he b:IJ chosen 

29 c;.n..,ol Jowph <Sroha Bot~ I K ng~ ~I.Otn. • ., found on Or•t>H. >19 
lO th • <onf i<t1 With Oropor (1978) wt1ow 1881 h«tt<y of the ll.ottle of lOng> 

MOUnl.d n ~tithe! stoppong pl.o<e "'''" K•"ll' CrHk. """"INn • mole •WilY· 
wrss (197• ln I ndutwra V<'OO'Oplli<o crron nOr open h"IO<J iOnd 
contrib<Jt .. them to 11ft be\ of r..,thond ~·-ledge of the'""'""" IDropor ,..... ..,u.., w 8.1ttl<9<ound l Fot ~·.omple ar._ um""' ·auony ""-l" 

t ~->ling< Owl .. the pb<e -·the-~ d...-.....d­
.-on foot. Burub<- OYe>ttuuo.ddidnoto. t~o.~ olwrlhe­

JI Ora- 246 lSO >ll 

{or the )Wtuud u1 che n1ountAin \\'U bare of umber cx~tng hh. men to 
thea uluofthehacl;.,.ood nn m 11,\\ho.,u-thn rrn..dorthe 
rid "'"' I d tht!m<'h..-. oftht trtt> on t~ iks. wh h afforded them 
pn~ cttnn,and\\hich..,....,dtnmardthemO\ m n"oftheRntt<h 
c:har&in& 1"1"•• A \the mcmv \\ore dra" n u J1 In ciOS<" rolumn on tlle 
Cft$1 of tht mounbln. !he) pr-c$etlled a f.lir !lUll.: for the ri1lco of the 
mc>Unb <en, and Ilk) .uffrtnl <lv by \p»Ure P 

llle b.inle JA.,tcd ahout an hour The l.m.l"'' were forced to rctn.'litto 
an area onh ,txt\ \ar<l• m len&~h lw furl\ )11rd• m \\l<lth nn th< nurth.-a't 
end of the n<4;e n ~ Lltor Feq;uson attempted to bre3k the Patnotline' 
and e' pc, hut \\'115 ~otlrom hU hone Reabzin~: the') had lost thetr 
leader, the Loyalists qutd:l\ um:nd red In the!Utei1Il.1th of the banle 
muer !rom a nearb) sprtng\\'115 u ed to ret =It the \\OunJed :llld J11ng. 

01 those ldllcd In !he battle, t-;6 \\ere I m'llllm 1111d rwcnt) dj;hr \\ere 
Pamot 'lulllow gr.n-r< wue repurlo:dlv dug fur the dead~~~ the 
muunlalner"' left qutd:l> the next d 1\ The l..{>l'lllish \\' re nlln\\ ed to 
hul"} fcr&u .... m's bod\ m the.,., tnc c;Jn,c w \\ntre ht fell \can uft~r tht· 
b:anlc,' •~It''~ marked t C"f).;U\on'6 &fil'~ \\ ath .t ca1m ·n1 ~hme,l"' 

Post-Battle Settlement (1780-1931) 

Battleground Ridge Ownership 
I he e<lrh< •t ~ """ n '"'ncr ~'I' nl l-.111~ \lnu ru.un d.uc' h>t797· \\hen 
ConHmor ( h.nl<' I'm< kilt\ ~:o.orunl Juhn \lc~ n11kr ~""I< I~' ullanJ 
th:tt lndu<kd tlw h.ntl~ground ,\1<' '""''' m.l\ h,,,, pur~hased th~ land 
1<1 'rn"l>l.ttc ""<C he"" ned no ,Jwe' tn '•lrk l uunl) 3> On \1Jrch 29. 
t797· 11 pl11 ".,.' rr p1rcJ md the tee ••mrle purchase "• s made un June 
s.r;•J7 16 

The Lmd Wli>SoiJ the s.m1c) earto 1-:tngs \lounratn hanlc 1etemn • 
Coloncl FrcdcncL: Hamhrightl7, f<>r 8<> pounds .tcrltng. H.1mhnght had 
been tiling 111 the area'" cnrl) a.• t]y<>," hen c""'"' nxord, tndtcatc he 

12 Ibid, 252 
ll Ibid 211 
34 korn. 65 
)5 17ll0 c.mu., Yo<\ County 
36 ••-67 
l7 Homb<lght\Gop" WM koly- t01 Cor-! H.lmb<lght n U>OI <leor, 

ho\vrwrr. whHI thrt thf' g.ap wa\ ~ 



owned four slaves.J8 His homestead bounded the Alexander tract on the 
west near Kings Creek, where Hambright's home stood. By 1810 he 
owned nine slaves.39 

When Hambright died in 1817, his will, probated on March 19, 1817, left a 
"Buck Hill Tract" to his son, josiah Hambright. Thro slaves, "negro boys," 
were bequeathed to two of his daughters and "one Negro man ... , my 
still and vessels" were to be sold "with my old waggon (sic] ... " to pay for 
legal expenses. Hambright left the bomestead tract, his hogs, canle, 
sheep, three mares and two staves to his wife, Mary.4° Trees used to mark 
boundaries of the soo-acre Buck Hill tract included oak and pine.41 

josiah Hambrigbt conveyed the Buck Hill tract to his mother, Mary, on 
November 15, 1818 for Sso. who reconveyed the subject land back to her 
son on December 16, 1823-4> Three years later, in 1826,josiah died and 
left his land, including the "Buck Hill Place," to his wife, Elizabeth.43 

l.n 1827, Robert Ctendinen, a wealthy York County land owner and 
attorney, acquired two 1,ooo·acre tracts on "the waters of Kings Creek 
and Clarks Fork." One of the tracts included the battleground and was 
surveyed on july 20, 1827 (fig. 6). Trees indicating property boundaries 
include pine, oak, hickory, and chesmut. Clendinen acquired large 
amounts of real estate and was one of the county's largest slave owners. 
He died in 1830 owning forty-four slaves.« 

Robert Clendinen's widow, Mary, married Dr. William Hemmingway. 
ln 1853, they purchased from descendants of Colonel Frederick 
Hambright an additional3o8-acre tract, increasing their land-holding to 
approximately 2,300 acres. The son of Or. Hemmingway sold the land in 
1875 to John 0. Darby for S2,2oo.4S 

Four years later, on February 5, 1879,]ohn Darby sold the land toW. L. 
Goforth, Preston Goforth, F. S. Goforth, and]. W. Wren of Cleveland 

38. 1790 Census, York County. 
39. 1810 Census, York County, York County Public Ubrary. 
40. Will of Colonel Frederick Hambrigh~ 1817, Wills of York County. 1771).1853. 

York County Publk library, Rock Hill SC. 
41. Bearss. 67. 
42. Ibid, 68. 
43. Josiah Hambright's will was probated on M ay 15, 1826. Wills of York Counly. 
44. Bearss, 69. 
45. Ibid, 71 . 

I ; 

FIGUitE 6. Robert Clendinen~s 1000-Kre tract including Battleground 
Ridge. 1827. 
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County, North Carolina for S4,ooo.46 Approximately forty acres of this 
land, including Battleground Ridge, was sold the following year to the 
Kings Mountain Cente nnial Association (see Commemorative Period 
section that follows). 

Area Land Use 
At the tu.rn of the nineteenth century, the landscape surrounding Kings 
Mountain still exhibited patches of open land interspersed with virgin 
hardwood forest Meadows, ranging in size from a few acres to thirty or 
forty acres, consisted of native grasses, but new areas cleared by farmers 
were also evident. The majority of farmsteads, of 200 or fewer acres, 
consisted of open and forested land . 

After the Banle of Kings Mountain, Battleground Ridge and the 
surrounding area remained in private ownership for approximately 150 
yea.rs. It is not known e xactly how the battleground was managed during 
this time. Nevertheless, research indicates it may have been set aside for 
hunting or cattle grazing, as it appears to have remained forested until the 
mid-nineteenth century . 

Prominent land features such as Kings Pinnacle, Crowders Mountain 
and Kings Mountain remained vis ible as local landmarks. Land use of 
the battleground area can be inferred by looking at how the nearby 
Howser estate and other properties were managed during this time 
period . 

Industry-York County inhabitants were mostly planters and small 
farmers, except for "a few professional men and mechanics?'47 In 
addition, the Kings Mountain Range provided enough stone and iron ore 
to support local iron works and quarries. Hills' Iron Works was still in 
operation in 1817. The Kings Creek Iron Works, an enterprise near 
Blacksburg, South Carolina, own ed by Major Hugh Borders, stayed in 
business through 1850.48 Henry Howser, whose estate is discussed in the 
following section, was a local s tone mason who owned a quarry only 
one-half mile southeast of the battleground. 

46. Ibid, 71. 
47. Mills. 776, 
48. 1850 lndusulol CensU1, York County, 5ou1h Carolina Department of Archives 

and HiStory, Columbia, SC. 

York County Agriculture a11d rile Howser Homestead- Important South 
Carolina crops in the e ighteenth and early nincteeth centuries were 
Indian corn, wheat, rye, tobacco a nd co non. The thirty-five grist mills in 
operation in 1810 illustrate York County's increase in grain production.49 

During the nineteenth century other agricultural product.s grew in 
importance. Fruit trees such as apples, pears, peaches, and che rries were 
commonly cultivated. In addition, a local industry of walnuts, chestnuts, 
and "shell barks" (pecans) 'vas supported by the area's native trees.5° 

Henry Howser, a stone mason of German descent, built his rwo-story 
stone house in t8o3, on a 46o·acre tract that was one mile west of the 
battleground. Howser was engaged as a mason, farmer, d istiller, and land 
speculator and was the owner of three slaves in 1810. SI SZ After his death 
in 1822, his son, Henry Howser II, acquired the stone house and the 
associated 875 acres of land that his father bad accumulated . 

In 1850, Faithy Howser, widow of Henry Howser u, was cultivating 
wheat, corn, oats, potatoes, and hay. She also owned peach and apple 
orchards. Livestock consisted o f horses, dairy cows, cattle, sheep and 
hogs. The 186o census lists her as owning three slaves.S3 

Another example of land use in the area is Major Hugh Borders's 
property, which included ninety acres of improved land and 300 acres of 
unimproved land. Borders owned six horses, six milk cows, fourteen 
cattle, thirty-five swine, and fifty sheep. On this land he produced three 
bales of cotton, sixty pounds of wool, three bushels of peas and beans, 
rwenty bushels of Irish potatoes, seve nty-five bushels of sweet potatoes, 
and 208 pounds of buttc r.54 

In the second half of the 19th century, timber became an increasingly 
important commodity in York County. lron works continued their 
impact on the landscape, requiring large amounts of timber for charcoal . 

49. • farmers Drawn by Fertile Unds. • l!cx:k Hill E~ning Herald, 4 Mar<h 1985,8-
98. 

50. Mills, 775 . 
S 1. 1'he H~ FarmS1ead, • Cultural Landscape lnvtntOty, Kings Mountain 

National Military Park. 7 . 
52. 1810 Census, Yot1< County. 
53. Slyt~. et a/. , 80 . 
54. 1850 Agricultural CtnsU1, Ye<l< County, South carolina Department of 

Archives and HistOf)l Columblo, SC. 
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While some cleared areas were left idle to recover, other tracts of land 
were cleared for cotton, vegetables, orchards, or pasrure. The land 
changed to become an equal mixrure afforest, cultivated open spaces, 
successional hardwood and pine, and old fields. 

By r88o, Faithy Howser was using hired laborers residing on her property 
to assist in cultivating corn, wheat, oats, and cotton. Apple and peach 
trees were also part of the estate.SS From rSSs to '9'5• the Howser 
homestead was leased to farmers. Throughout the county, tenant 
farming grew as cotton became the prevailing cash crop. 

Washington L Goforth's property lay adjacent to Battleground Ridge, 
where he had 40 acres of tilled land, 700 acres of woodlands, and 6o 
acres in old field. The r88o agriculrural census shows he owned 1 milk 
cow, 3 pigs, 10 chickens, and produced 75 pounds of butter and ro cords 
ofwood.S6 

Grain production and grist mill activity declined in the 188os as cotton 
production rose. As a result, many of the grist mills were converted to 
cotton gins. By 1880, thirty-seven percent of the county's tiUed land was 
in cotton, increasing to forty percent in 1900 and to forty-six percent in 
192o.s7 From 1890 to 1930, cotton was the area's predominant cash crop, 
with York County producing as much as 45,000 bales of cotton in 1919. 
This period saw the construction of cotton mills in Fort Mill and Rock 
Hill, beginning the area's industrial textile age. 

Soil depletion slowed cotton production dramatically by 1930 and 
abandoned fields increasingly became common fearures of the 
surrounding landscape.s8 Although textiles are still an important part of 
the county's industry today, farmers have since rurned to soybeans and 
peaches as major cash crops. 

Circulation 
As the county population rose, new roads were developed to improve 
circulation. The York-Rutherford Road was opened around the rurn of 
the nineteeth cenrury and is found on the Price-Strother Map (r8o8) and 

55. •Howser Farmstead.· 8. 
56. t880 Agrlwlturat Comus. Yo<k County, South Carolina Otpartment of 

Ar<hiYH and History, Columbl•. SC. 
57. "Ftrtiltl.ands, • 8·98. 
58. Master Plan. Kings Mountain National Military Part(. 1974. 

in the Mills Atlas Map of York District, South Carolina (1825).S9 This road 
aligned with part of Colonial Road near Battleground Ridge. Other local 
roads opened by 1827 include the Howser Road, Howser's Stone Road 
(known also as the Quarry Road), Dover Road, and Mill Road (fig. 4). 

Commemorative Period (1780-1931) 

Commemorative events at Kings Mountain occurred over the course of 
150 years and were organized by individuals and local groups. 
Recognition of the battle paralleled the rise in national patriotism that 
grew after the Civil War and as the centennial of the American 
Revolution and the Declaration of Independence approached. 

National preservation organizations, predominantly women's groups, 
formed during this time to protect the country's most important historic 
sites. The first such 01'8'1nization, the Mount Vernon Ladies Association 
(r8s6), successfully preserved Washington's Virginia estate. After the 
Civil War, a flurry of interest arose wlth the formation of the Association 
for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities (t888), the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (r89o)1 and the National Society of Colonial Dames 
(1890). 

The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) proved to be a 
particularly effective and successful preservation organization. The 
national office reali:ted that preservation invariably was a local endeavor 
and could only succeed through the hands of "dedicated amateurs."6° 
The Kings Mountain Chapter, established in 1898, is a perfect example of 
the organization's success, becoming the most influential preservation 
organization to protect and commemorate the battleground. The local 
chapter's conunemorative efforts were later supported by the Colonel 
Frederick Hambright Chapter (1916) of Kings Mountain, North Carolina, 
and the William Gaston (1913) and Major William Chronicle (1924) 
Chapters of Gastonia, North Carolina. 

As was typical of these private commemorative efforrs, the focus at Kings 
Mountain was on the placement of monuments and markers at the 
battleground. Although 40 acres were set aside for protection in r88o by 

59. 8oam. 28. 
60. Cllarles 8. Hosmtr, Jr. ~net of rho Pan. (New Yo<k: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 

196S). 1S2. 
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the io::m&< \lountllln Centcnnml \"odatlon, no l.orgc lMtk field 
p~n'llnon ''"~ em1,u•ncd unttl the c,t.lbft,hm~nt nfthc nJttonal pari; 
in 191 

1815 Celebration and Battleground landscape 
\\ora nt .h~llo\\ gru<~' md exposed honi"' mu<r hme tucled 
supct 'litton' among food '''"dent,. ~ever-•! accoun" reponed th31 nn 
nne I'IMI<'<I the 'ire fnr man) H~tr' ,ofrt•r th<• b.urlc llte fiN 

commcmnmtiw Clcntln t.okc pl.occ .11 King' \lnunrain ocrurred on Jul) 
~th, o8ts Itt< not dcnr why a thtm• fifth vear celchranon \\otS OI'J:llnucd, 
hnwe1·cr, men~ tn pJmnu<m ,hnnl\ aiterdle \\Jr ot1H12 maY have 
been a contnbunng factor 61 

I he tHt; cummemuratton """' prlmarilv a lt>Cal ct1ort led h1 Dr. \~11bam 
\!clean. ot Unwin Coun~ tnn\\ Ga,ton Cnunl)). ~urth Carolina. Dr . 
.\ld..ean. a tormc:r C.ontmcnwl \rm) <urgcun. dclllc!rcd the pnnoplc 
addn·" and erected the fiN mcmnnal <tunc nn the b;mkgmuntl 
Kntl\\ n tuda1· 'l\ the Chmmck \larkn, the d.1rk ~tate 'tone "'trn,ohh 
'""'d at the gran-~ nf \l.ttnr \\ J!ft,tm Chrnnodt'. C.tptaon Jnhn Xl.mo<h, 
®d !'ril·ates \\ illlatn Robb :md John Bovd ot the Lmcoln Counrv \.It linn. 
A mcmonal ro .\la1or I erguwn w:t.' mscnbcd on the oppo,l!c 'tde. rhe 
Chromcle \larker" me nanon's "'cond olde<r banletield marker 
(Hg.]J6l 

llw !Ol':ll trad!rion thot \Uitltcl'1'· rcnuin., wcr<· rcimcrtcd at the 1815 
Cdchrallon "\llll unprm en. ,\u:ordilll( tothc.,c .tccount-., I he bnnc.' nt 
fallen soldten had been expo,cd h) 11 eat her and woh e' One nrll<lc 
reponed that me rcmatm --~re remterrcd ben earn a ·humbk 'tone "6J 

Hnwewr. no pnmary 'uurcc' de~nbmg the thlm··fillh anmvc=n· 
pro~ccdmg.' ha\C been found ilnd me Inca! trndl!lon ot CXJ'<"Cd bone' 
propcrl1 buried has not been vcnhcd.i4 

61 honde JCenr'lc-dy~ •celebrahorn of 1tlf" Battle of kmgs Movn1.am. • (KIMO, n p .. 
n d), I 

61 Gr~ ~Van M~~St"y. All Admmtfrntr.~ HtrtOty of Kings Mounr.t n 
N•tiON<I M1f<tdf)· I'M• (N.ltl~l Por< S<>MC•. 1985), 7 

63. "Tov.enng ~ft of (iran re Oedkatf!d at K1ng1 Moun to~ n. • Sp.7no~ntxl~ 
Hct•ld.. 8 O<tobet 1909 

64 8earS>s~ 60 

Ben,on I ~""ng\ de,cnpnon dunng h" 1R4o ''"" to the hanlegn>uml 
wnfirm• thnl mantre hardwood fo~'t' "'"'led there In the mtd·tQih 
ccntuf). !I" skc" dcpt<h a" <K>ded land'iCllpe wllh httle undcrstof) (fit:­
.S • ln the foreground IS me l!uck Hill Branch tholt pa111llels pan 01 

Colonial R<•.ld. The ll~:Urcs are 'tru3ted near the 1815 Chromcle ,\larktr 
lr arpears that the battleground rub not' cl be;,n nmbered . 

1 u'"'ing d~"cnht.~ lhc .. uuunit m ....... "'tun\ ru.Jgc.- .. Frum the rnp he \\tl' 

ahlc tn nl>sen'C C:r.mdcr\ Knnh [King, Pinnadc) In the north. an 
imlic:~Lton that the ndgc top and upper 5lopc' were ~nlltrcclc" 6S 

Landnwnc~· C(>nnnued u'e nf penodic fire, cnmhtm·d \\lth (>Cahonnnl 
drouj!ht and the ~tmmn' thtn wtl•, mu't hale contnbuted co dlts 
suuanon. 

FIGURE 7 M•JO• 
Wilham (hronicl~ 
Marte•• 

Ht.UHL .. oenW)n 
l<t!»S1rtg'S- t849 •v,~ 
of King\ Mount• n 
S.ttt.,. Ground • 

6S LOSS!"'}. lK tound fn B~4f'!.S 41 



1855 Celebration and Battlegro und Landscape 
The second celebration of the Battle of Kings Mountain (October 4, 
1855) attracted a large turnout to the three-day event. York District 
citizens invited others from adjoining counties and states. 66 The 
celebration was the first call for national recognition to include the 
establishment of a national military park.67 

As many as 15,000 turned out for historical tours, military parades, 
speeches, and food. Approximately 1,000 tents were pitched. Military 
parades were performed "over the plot of table-land east of the 
mountain," and a speakers stand erected at "a point on the acclivity, east 
of the mountain, in full view of the battlc-ground."68 

From the description given above, it appears that the battleground area 
had succumbed to partial clearing or timbering at the time of the 1855 
celebration. Large pastures or cleared areas accommodated the military 
parades. The speaker's stand stood "in full view" of the battleground. 

Surrounding areas we.re apparently still wooded or in successional 
hardwood and pine because the 1855 Celebration descriptions include 
that of a "mountain forest under the shadow of the battle-ground" and 
of regional military companies arriving at a "busy forest-camp.•69 

1880 Centennial Celebration and Battleground 
Landscape 
The resurgence of battlefield commemorations after the Civil War 
heightened national interest in the centennial celebration. Local 
preparations for the 100th anniversary began in 1879, when citizens from 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, and Tennessee formed the 
Kings Mountain Centennial Association (KMCA). The association's 
goals were to provide a suitable centennial celebration and to erect a 
monument befitting tbe event. In june 1880, the association purchased 

66. Ktnnody. 4. 
67. National Park Servke. Kings Mountai'n Nat;onal Mill'tary Park Cultural 

Landscape Inventory. (Atlanta GA: (tJitural Resources Planning Division. 
Southeast Regional Office). 8. 

68. Celebration of the Battle of Kings Mountain, October, 1855, and the Address 
of the Honorable JohnS. Preston, Together wfth th~ Proceedings of the 
Meetings and Accompanying Documents. (Miller and Melton, 1855) 31; 
Kennedy, 7. 

69. Celebration of the Battle of Kings Mountain, 27. 75. 

14 Cuhural Unds.cape A.tport Kings Mountain National t.lhlitary Part 

. 
I 

J, .. ........ . . . .. ~ c .. A... • ~"· " ...... 
111:.111&1 • OvNTA.IN NATION.AI.. . II..ITA .. Y 'All« .... . 

• lNG$ MOUNTAI N MCIIAfiONN.. AltlA 

SOUTH CAAOU NA . -. 
RGURf 9. Kings Mountain Centennial Association Plat of 1880 Battleoround Tract. 

39 1/2 acres from W. L. Goforth, Preston Goforth, F. A. Goforth, and J. W 
Wrens for Sl97-so.70 The rectangular plot of land included the 
battleground and the Chronicle Marker (fig. 9). 

The KMCA deed to the battleground reserved the rights of the grantors 
to "cut and remove from subject tract all p ine timber;• provided the 
cutting was done before the centennial celebration?' This may have 
been completed in conjunction with the KMCA's clearing of the ridge for 
military maneuvers and the construction of a grandstand.71 

Of the many committees formed in preparation for the celebration, a 
grounds oommittee was organized by Dr. J. R. Logan_7J Dr. Logan 
described a speaker's stand erecred in the ravine near Ferguson's grave. 
"(T]wo poles" beyond "Ferguson's resting place, which .. . was a good 
selection as it fronted rising or ascending ground on both sides and in 

70. Blythe, et al., SS, 57, 67. 
71. York County Deed Book B2. York County Court Hou~. York, S.C.. 763·64 as 

found in Bearss. 71-72. 
12. Blythe. ~tal .. 57. 
73. ..Kings Mountain <hatter," The G~stonia Gazette, n.d .• as found in Camp, 

1940. 

-, 
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front. bcm~: at the head nlth~ r:n·mo: Th~ ''"II' m,·rlookcd o:ach other 
and there \\a' nu diffiL-uh\ m '«·mg the 'P<-akef\.·i~ 

The three-da' crlcbrauon "'lb svabt,·larg.:r th.ln prc\·row. \"ear• and an 
C!Jirnated 12,000 att£nd~d the tim d.1y7i I he U.ruennral \tonumcnt \\:lL 

unv~ded on October 7.lli8u at the ridge·, 'uutlm..,.tcrn ~ml tu rruuk the 
area of !.he banle's most tntcn..c ughnng. The granite 'hafr r"c' 1'\wmy­
eJght le~r nnd reo;L.,. on .l ret t.1ngul.nr hasc ur li\ c- j;t.runitc..• \tcp~ Thrc~ ~ide~ 
of thc"halt dnnibc the c\ cnt- uf the hanlc on marble tablet<. ( fijl ro):' 

lhe hanlcwuund ltmd\<Jpt: ""' dlu,tratcd m r88o bv jame; Mo•cr. who 
dcpirted rhc c~ntenntal cdebronon at King.' \lounLillD (fig. 11). llrc 
'k<tdt >how' nn almo't r:rcelc>~ landscape wnh 'cancred pme. on wl1<1t 
>eem to he the Wo"Tem .Jopc.' of Battleground Rrdgt· 

In the vcar> tollowmg the ccmcnnial cclchroliun, .Hh .mnng ag<· 
prc\"l!ntcd m;my origin.tl m•·o•h•·"' ot th..- 1..: \.ICA '''protect the 
bauJ,•gruund \,a n:,lllt, the "'"~~-" \lountatn Chapter oi the l>AR 
incurpumtcd ir-clf rnto a 'ccond 'eparat<' organuanon, the 1\.mw; 
Muunt.rin Centennial Batdcficld As<ocmuon <K~ICBA), and became 
propnctol'o of the banlewound tn tliqq. !·or the ncxr ten ~c<m. tflj, all ­
femal~ ofllllnll.anon m:untatncd the 'ttc.'"' 

U.S. Monument and Battlefield landscape (1909) 
StruORcr ctlorr- 10 imprmc .utd prntct1 hanlt'!:mund n:'ourcc', mcf)!"cd 
m the earl} rwenneth cemun The Kin~< \lounram Chapter of the Oi\R 
conunocd t<t clear undcrbru>h and mamr.un Colorual Road wbllc 
pctnrnmn~: Cnn~:rc" to "'rahh'h a mtlrGU"\ park 

In 1906. Congress appruprulted Sjo.ooo tu burld a monumcnl un 
Dattlegmund Ridge m honor ul the mt:n \\ hu luught thcr~ 1lw :';cw 
)(>r~ ,mhucctuml finn nf \lcl\.rm. \h:ad, and \\'hrt~ wa.• cho,cn bvthc 
\\ar O<·pilltmcnt to d<·,ign Jht· monument 78 \kl..:im. \\cad, and\\ httc 
"·'' c'trcmcl} tnilucntr.tl rn 'h:opong the character 111 Amencan C1\'IC 

archnecrurc Some 01 the unn's work mcludt.-d the Do' ton l'ublt< Ubrary 

74 Kmg• Mounti~n P•per\. Dr•pc' Collf'Ct on. 600·29. Sute H1nonul Sooery of 
WtKon~•n.. M.ad1wn. W•t 8l foL!nd lflBe•ru. 64 

75 l(•nn<'<!y. 13 
76. 81ytM. et ·~ 68 
77. lbtd. 59. 
78. Ibid. 68. 70 . 

nGUM 10 Cef'ltwnr11aJ 
Mortu~nl 

f:KiUMt: 11 Jo&lmes H Moser's 
lllouret on of rht M:ing~ 
Mount.J•n Centennwf 
c,..,.br-atton. 1n Ff.lnk. L~~hes 
11/wtr.red NrWfPiiiM'· 
O<tober 13. 1880 



(1887. \\Jdl >11 Squan G rd n (t8'10. N "'ork; =•'n.\trucuonof 
jet C!'lon' Rntunda t th l nn r.tl\ nf \ 1rguut1 (1898 , Charlon \ illc. 

\a ,th J I' Mol};lln I bran 1907 """ '""' d Penn '""an \UIIJon 
(lljiO l\"" 'ori; 

\hhougb mo 1 of the hnn \\ rk \\ don m th n •nhe;l't nnd m urban 
centrn cro the nation. one pro ect m North Carolina iUU>tnl!ed a 
comm 1ment to tmprm ndw rW communlt~CS In 18<).;,11 bu!IJD!,: 
uull11nd fwn h USCi " rc dtl'Jglled ~ r the Ro11110ke Rap ds Po\\ cr 
\.omp n} R<mn •k Rnp•d., orrh 1 .llro ru 

\t K1 Mnunt an banlq;round,thecran 1 faced l \ Monument"""' 
the culmU13tJon of) "'of pet uo ~ bv local D ,\R groups and 10011 
nnd 5tlte represent tl\es ol :-;orth and 5ooth Carolitu The ell;hcy 
three foot tllll obeh k 1 tu:ltcd on the nonhe:Bt end ot the ndl:'!, 
tn.trlang the ria•~ "hcre Fergu•on' LO\-ali.sts rurrcndered to the 
\ntenCIIn l'.atnc•t' I • 12 l11e Kl~ \luuntaln llanlweld \~soct.uon 
(furmerl\ the Kli!CBA " charged" th the CMC ohhe monumem.Bl 

l'n parnuun fur th umTihng lncluJrd dcannJ: 1hc ndj; top ••t ,tuubby 
\~.;b,el 111nn .tm.i ttln,lnu:lmg a 'l'e-.lkl r\ st md that \\t)utc.l huld a,oufl 
penplc The celt brat~nnl;htcd frnm 0<1nher lltu O<i<'h<'r ft, "llh 

appwx•match S,ooo 10 JO,<>O<• auendm~:.-81 \liluar) tcnu \\ere p1tchcJ ill 
the toot ot IIJitleground Ridge to the eaM,IndlCIItm~; thiS area \\11.\ 

alre~d\ ci<arcd. 

St;\ L·ral r rk rt"nc.: c~ ht pmc.' in 1 CtHUcmpnr.u \ tll'\\ ~ nrtldc indh.Jlh: ore-n 
t.md ,urrnu n<lmg 1h~ mnunl 1111 <c\ crul \cur' hdnre th<' um c1hng 
n-remom fnr namplc.lund "' 'i prm oJcd ".lithe hKll ul rhe h1ll .. m 
the •haJu\\ of the pmo • und unn) tents h.rd been 'ct up <"l'-'1 ul 
Rani'1VJlUnJ Riu.:~ o\'Cr the d13cent \'1111<,,111 o clcann,; m the m1d'1 nf 
thcpmcs •14 

79 l•lo!1d M Rotl>, M<~"''. MNd. •t>d WI> r.. lttmltKtJ. ('1-Yort >Urpo< Al1d 
RDw, !!Ill) 201 

80 Roth. 2011 The hcluKI, lou ly l~ 1:1 "turtle-tap houia. • Nd ~mtnl 
rooh tptPad ng owr tM tnt r• f'f"'91h of th• ~ The porm wM tud:.ld 
ut'tdfor tMo •.aW\ g ng tJw ctructUfft • t.ortotw--f:&.., aPJWat at"K'f! 

81 81)-.ht!, .,. 70 
82 Do Van~~ II 
13 Kennedy 19 70. 
a.t r-Ing Slut!! o! Gra • Dod.artf'd at 1("'11' Jo.loun\ain, • Spatunllutv 

HNald.. (SPMUnl>wg. SC,. Octobe< I, 1909) K MO Mthlvft. 

AGUIICIZ U~ 
Monument. conurueud 

1909 

Commt"m llll/ll'CI \f rk n In 1909 \1 JM 1\ II \\ lulc, nl Kock H II.~. 
ercoed n stone r•IIH ''" I he II< \\here \latnr I rrgu~nn lc·ll \\ hrlc nhn 
placed a •tone a1 I crgus<•n • gnl\c nnd o~on ned 1111' 'u..rnm nl placmg 
,maiJ Sl• •ncs on thc IUI1\T.81 

In 194, rhc Kmgs \hiUnl.tm t;hapter oil he ll.\R ercued 11 duph.:nte of 
\ t el can\ Chrnmde \1,Jrkcr \\c tthc•red hv lllnt' nnd clefJced b,· 
\dnd,JI,,thc ungnMint.~rkcJ'' "''' npllllll" "nr•lnng<r lcglhlc. An Iron 
fem c \\11~ pl.u..-.1 nround llw 1\\n '"""" 111 prnlt<llhc ~pot. l11c U_<; 
\lnnumcnl •nd the C.cntcnnLol \lunumcnl \>rre al o prmcued the ~me 
ycan'11h the placement ohn1run fence nmund rhem 86 

lhc \\ !lham C.,hton ( hapter nil hell \R erct~cd the Chromdc Fell 
\\Juker 10 19J.") l11c duptcr "a.' urg;mued m G torua, Sc•nh Ca.rulm.1 
10 hjl} 

15 ._...., DNn• Chand ., n.. LlrtH ol Kllljl11.1:xmr. n- TIN! Tutntng Porm ot 
rilf1 Alrwrte•n llrwlutJon. Or!OMt l I~ SO':squi-CMtrnru. CMinDOI\ Oc- 7. I UO. 01 rilfl Lltfko,_ n \'br~ Count): South Ciol'Dlinll c;.,,.,.,., NC Publooty C 1-of 1M S..... .(_,.. ~~ ..... 
CommittH July 1910) 

16 0. Van lo.~~ I Cilmp 61 
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1930 Sesquicentennial Celebration and 
Battlefield Landscape 
l'a.~t cJJurls In 'ccur natJUnal rccngnition p~lU nff \or the I)Utn 

:tnOIVeNII"} of 1he Battle uf King.' \ lountatn l'n:-.u~nt Kerl>t:rt l-lom·cr 
Jcccpred ''" im itatiun to >peak at the cckbr•t•un, ""ltm~ off a flurry of 
acm·ttics to prepare the wounds tor the one·dal' event. Dlgnmrne< 
attending mduucd a Brirbh charge d':tffrures. as well a.. governors. 
'~nutors, and >1at~ represent:anves from !;outh Carohna. l\orrh C:lrohna. 
Geoq:~a. and \ 1rgmia. t\pproximatcl} 8o.ouo p<'Oplc arrcnded . 

In preparouon lor the evcnt.11 ne11 road. dubbed the "Onc D••l Road,"87 
Wil.' built lrnm L:S. Higlm.•y l9 to Route 16110 hnng the f're<1dent lu' 
cntoum!(c, and rhc multi rude of visiw"' w Ranlewuund RldJ!c The 
grand,l.md cnoclcd for HoowncMed 4<10 people .md facmg it w:t' 
'eatmg for an .1ddinonal 1,ooo. lhc sne, a knoll overlookmg;~ sma.ll ba..m 
wes1of the banlcwound. wa' cleared of aJJ underbrush. trees and 
saphng>. )11\1n)1 the 'peaker a clear v1ew of the ndge rop to the east . 
~lllllding room for 6o.ooo "a' planned. ss 

A sent:l> of trolh and road' were uho d<.,igncd lo .~<conllnodnlc 
U!ll'lld:ull' lrave,...mg the halll~ground (fiJ:. 13) footpaths brou,::tu 
vi,iln.- In I he 'ilc', many ,·cnues, mdudin~: the pre"dem\ stand, 
Bank-ground Ridge, and rhc v.•riou' monumt·nrs and marker"> 

\'ISJto~ to the I)Oth anmvers<!rY celebranon used Colomoll Road to 
access fi1·e parking areas duu could accommodate rs.ooo car~. ln 
addinon. rutothcr road wa~ built 10 hnng \'Chicle~ to the ridge top Yia rtw 
gentler •outlme>tcrn slope.,, Exhibit hoolh,, rr'l roorn\ 3od water 
'flltinns were ilhn prc~enE .8" 

Per1od photograph' illustrate th,· extent to wh11.:h the ,uea surroundmg 
Bartlcwmmd Ridge and the banlcwound tt'ielfhnd been ~ub1med to 
cleanng. The area 1mmediatcl1· \\'e" of tl1e banleground, where 
Pres1dem 1 loover >poke. was completely treeless Timber curung had 
begun in the area as early as the 1880s and continued renodically for till) 

87 The celebr.-t.ton Wdi • onNay .vent 
88. "'MU<h Work Htld Been Done, Muc.h Y•t To Be Done, • n.p. n.d • ._,found tn 

lftWliJ4p« Acc-ounb of EVPitb LNdmg to rh~ SPsqut.Centennidl CelebratiOns 
of rile Batrle of Kmgs Moun tam, O<tob., 7, 1910, • KIMO at<lllv•< 

89 lbld . 

fiGUR£ 13. -~~el<h of Kong• Mountoln Battl"''round. • S.pL 1!130, Included In thP 
~vvenlr program for the b.~mJt-•s sesqu• <entenn~o1l <t'k•br.Jtlon. 0c.1~1 1, 1930 

vears. !:tennment to restore the lor."r' to their ltbtoric umfigurulinn "as 
tound m one news am de written m t930: 

After u11e hu11drcd anJ lift\ )car' the banlcwound ,., .. , nu longer whot 
11 hud hc:cn. Such a ccld:matinn :1.'1 rhl' moM f\"Crnt 00(' I'Md csrecl.oJiy 
dunt much to dt:'Sfrt.)\ the \\1ldnc-.~.tnd alootm~,s. ol the scene. ,\ ft.:cliug 
!,'f\:1\ up thalli" ould ht a line thmg to 'hap< rhe ne><l celchnmon 
tow•rd a )'l'rmanem rrc<ervarlon col tbe battle ~;round ns near I\ il" 
p!>'Stble ;>.< It \\RS on(:in.~h. and to make tbe bnd> aruund It a mcmnrtal 
park '}0 

Cmlllll<lllflnlfit•c .~farkt·r>-~cw markc.- were crcctt•d in t930, mcludmg 
the large 'tun~ dc>~gnarin,:: \lujor fery;u,on'>gmve (fig. 4). ~'tone 
wa\ a g;ft from R. E. ScojWn> ofChMiotre ?-;orth Caroltn~. In 193t,thrcc 
other stones were placed on or near Bartlewound Ridge: the Hoo1cr 



FlGUIIU:: 14 fergl.ftOn') Grc~~ 
Marker 

mlll'ker tdl:nlllics rhe place where the pre.~idem ~rood whlle givmg hi' 
addtc.", the Colonel A!.hUf'! Coward uurker honor.; rhe founder ~nd 
ll._l pn:,ulenl olthl· K \1\ '\,and th~ Ktng> Mount;nn Battkgmund 
marker cclchnllc\ the h"toric battle cwnt. All were erected b~ th~ Km~ 
\lnnnt:lm Chaptt•r of the OAR. 

Kings Mountain National 
Military Park {1931 to present) 

Hoover\ Yl>lt mto]o provided the momenrum needed to es£llbh'h t-;mg, 
Mountain !\':llumal .\lililllr) Park in 1'131. The \\~ar Ocp;lrltncnl w.l\ 
g~wn Jllri~dktion, but mo<lc no chang~ to the property during u' twu­
ycartcnurc. 

In 1933· aJI nauonal mtltrnrv pork!. were unnsferred to the \.anonal Park 
Service. At the nme, the !'ark con<isred of the fort)•-acre bJttlclield \tte, 
;md dcwn monumcnn; and markers. The surrounding land wa.' worn 
out from year<; ol cotton prodJction . .\loch of It was Idle, mold lields or 

'rand' of' oun~: pmc. The banlefield and banlegmund >lope' .u-e 'hown 
m pcnod photo,aph' to be of' oun~: •econd ·J:mW1h hardwood and 
pine. 

NPS Park Development Era (1933-1941) 
D ,.-Jupm<nl ufKmJ!' \lountam '·ll•unal \lihWr\ P,rk fnlluwcd th<· 
<UOI'>C or llJiinnal •nd -late park dnclopmenrrhrnuJ!hnutthe Untied 

Sr.uc' \\'hen Rc><"l'\'cl£\ ~C\\ neal "lCIJ) pnhc~t·' bec.1me tht• h;"i' un 
whtch the r-.; I'~ would pro'1de recreanona.l fa•'tlme-; for the nanon, a 
ru~nonal and '-nne park 5\'<ltm emerged ro protect and prc-en·e natural 
.lnd cultural re-oun:e> ncros> the countn·. 

• \IPS lkugn Pllilruopll)-The d.:.<,t~n ol our ruwonal p.uk!o lllld plll'k 
>lrut:!Ul"'- L' rooted 111 the 19th-centul'} Engli-JtlanJ...:apc tmdtuon. 
Populant~d by !he wntmg~ ol Andrew ja(k>on DowntnJ! .md h) the 
mctrupolnan park design> of Fredcnck I aw Olm~tcd. th<.' natumh.,llC' 
Jand-c.rpe ·~·Jc (':lrricd over mto the carh rwenuerh ccnrun and wn., 
influenced b\· '>eve cal advanc~ takmg place ut the time. Oncw~ the 
de,·elopmenr of wild gnrdens and the U>c of rod'\\'ork and nanve 
wgcronon. Another WJS the use of plannmgll!ld lllllllll~emcnr 
rcchn1qucs ro mo.mpulntc thec.hamct~rot l::uw:lscape .... tnr a dt'.o1red cJieC't. 
Such techniques tndudcd \'ista dearing, vcgctulion 'ludic.,. and forestry 
m.m.rgcmcnt.•• 

In the e.rrly twentieth century. a growmA mtere>t m nauve ''CJ!Ctanon also 
had a prof<lund effect nn the Jesrgn philosoph\ of the '<auonal Jl:trk 
'\crvice. In combtnatrun w1th the ru.o.-oc fonm of ardutecrurr prornorcd 
by Olmsted and 1-lenn Hobson Rtcbard,on dunng the late nineteerh 
cenrury. the l'>l'!> udopted de,1gn pnnctplcs thar promoted Informality 
and rhc w.e ot indtgcnou~ materials (~tone. leg.. wood ~hmgles. etc.). 

l'.PS hurd;cape urchitcct' recognitcd th~ athnnhtg<' of \UhnrdmntmA 
dc"gn to the narur:rl .md cultural influences nf a 'ire•' Roads and tmds 
followed contour line~ and structure~ were butlt of nanve mareriah. Site 
planmng focmed nn developmenr tn unobtru'll'c locallon,, protecting 
umque naturnl and cultural resources while nllowmg for \1~1tor 
entovment :-.iallve vege£lltron wns used 10 •often con,truction pruJcCr~ 
and to encourage a sense. o•·er 11mc, that rhe pnrk building' htld "alw.1y' 

91 . Undo Flint M<.Otll•n. But/ding thr N•t,otwl P•tk.s, (B•Iw-nore John~ Hopkin\ 
Vntvers•ty Pte.s. 19981. 3 

92. lb•d. 1·3 
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hctnthere lltt< phtluwph' s:u•dcd the des~n ollllltlonal 1111J stllte park 
udmmwratn<' t!Uintcnance, :md rrstdentul f.te Iitie- throughout the 
Unttrd Sures 91 

In the I " the ddit on Olllllhorul mthtan p rb to th >'> tcm requtred 
o1 dill< rent ppmad1 to ardutrctural dfS!gll N 1 orul ~es ~d 
\\tth Rc>ol l!Onan ond Qnl \\ r b.1nl hrought "1th them o dt>tlllct 
ulturol hcrua~c not prc!'Cnt m the breath t.tkmg rutur.ll ~nun ot 

" 1 m nattonaJ parks. l"he derutnn to di!Slgn park hwldmg., m the 
C lonll11 Re\1\"31 M'\ le rc!\'Caled a ~Mill\ t\ too: ung rq;lonal 
'crnacul•r ~rchlle<ture and conrnhutcd to tha 1111< rpr< II\< ~;naJ, and 
'lgnalt, mcc ol th" mtlitat y \lte' ln ,·nnrr."t,<' '''''rtl ~1.11~ p.trk 
JcHiupmcnt cuntmucJ tu he mllllrnccll h} nt lie nrchll< cntml dc>tt-'11 
Num IIU~ C:\illllJ'lO uf rt ,, runm-. JliCilll >h ltcn ooth bou'"" and 
oth r t t pati; fadlme> huah oflog nJ \tone mau~nal eXIst '>tone 
tire pia o, bndg s nJ "";I]J, are also t\ptcal 

\Ia r Pia nmg I!) 19z9, the ~I''> wu ad\11nun ~ scntec·"1dc 
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Kings Mountain National Military Park Master 
Plans (1938 and 1941) 
Early development planning proposed the acquisition of 10,000 acres to 
enlarge the forty-acre Military Park and to develop an adjacent RnA­
Between 1935 and 1940,4,012 acres were acquired to preserve the 
banlefield, and 6,100 acres were acquired to establish the South Carolina 
RDA. 

1\vo master plans were developed for the Park and the RDA. The RDA 
would provide recreational activities for visitors, while the National 
Military Park would be an historical/commemorative site. The 1938 
Master Pla11 addressed general development of the banleground and the 
RDA. 1\vo site plans, the "Roads and Trails Map" and the "Composite 
Map of Military Park and RDP Area" designated park boundaries and 
proposed development of trails, roads, and interpretative and 
administrative facilities. Existing components were indicated, such as 
Main Park Road (under construction) and the RDA's lake and group 
camp. 

The 1941 Master Plan provided more detail for park development in three 
drJwings. Tite "Roads and Trails Map" proposed !he relocation of a 
section of Main Park Road away from the base of Banleground Ridge. In 
addition, the "old Indian road or trail" (Colonial Road) was 
recommended for use as a fire road. 

The "Historical Tour Map" concentrated on the development of a trail 
system aro\Uid Banleground Ridge. Although the museum/ 
admi~istration building had already been completed, the plan proposed 
locations for a residence (superintendent's residence) and a maintenance 
or service area (not constructed). 

The "Composite Map of Military Park and RD Area" proposed that fire 
protection be coordinated between both parks. The drawing shows that 
Main Park Road was almost completed, as well as a second group camp. 

Bauleground Ridge-At the time of early NPS development, Kings 
Mountain Banleground, its slopes and the surrounding park land was 
recovering from timber curling that had occurred around the turn of the 
century. Period photographs show a shrubby ridge top surrounded by 
young second-growth pine and hardwood trees along the mountain 

10 Cufti.Hal Landscape 1\tpon: K.ing:-5 Mountain Nallonal Military Par\: 

slopes. A panoramic view from the summit revealed old fields and 
recovering woods surrounding the mountain. 

The Master Plans do not mention protecting historic views or 
maintaining the summit as an open landscape. Although the 1938 plan 
proposed restoring the banleground "to its condition at the time of the 
battle," it appears that no attempt was made to understand what those 
conditions were. By 1944. the wooded slopes of Kings Mountain were 
encroaching onto the ridge top and impeding views of the surrounding 
landscape. A fire map drawn at that time illustrates a tree line 
surrounding the banleground is open space of approximately 350-feet 
wide by 16oo-feet long.97 

A circulation system around the mountain was aligned with sections of 
roads and footpaths laid out for the 1930 sesq uicentennial celebration. 
These included a footpath section near the Buck Hill Branch spring, a 
road alignment from Main Park Road up to me Centennial Monument, 
and a footpath from the Centennial Monument that continued beyond 
the U.S. Monument to Ferguson's Grave. The Master Plan 
accommodated automobile access with an upper parking area near the 
Centennial Monument and a lower parking area across Main Park Road 
fr~m the museum/administration building. Connected by a curving 
dnve, both contained granite curbing and two- to four-foot stone walls. 
A temporary contact station (1938) was built near the upper parking 
area.9fl 

Reforestation Program-Revegetation of old fields and pastures was 
proposed in 11)36 and begun in 1938. CCC labor replanted pastures and 
fields of the Military Park and the RDA with native trees and shrubs. By 
1941,72,000 pine and hardwood seedlings had been planted in the o ld 
fields of former land owners.99 Some of these planted areas are visible in 
1971 aerial photos as large patches of evergreen (pine), evident 
throughout the park landscape.100 The former land-use mix of open 
space and woodlands has been gradually transformed to the completely 
forested park landscape we see today. 

97. "Fire Occurrence Map, A Part of the Fire Atla.s for Kings Mountain Military 
Park and the Recreational Development Area. • KIMO (April 24, 1944). 

98. De Van Malley, 45. 
99. Ibid., 62. 
100. "Proposed Planting Program.· KIMO (1936); 1971 Aerial Photograph, KIMO. 
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FIGUttE 16. Kings Mountain National Military Park and the ROA. 

-

., 1~ '"II••- · 
ll..D. Arli.A 

P.\JtT 01 Tnr. PL\.'\ tOR. 

- •-- IQ:!(GJ ~IOU!I'T,\Ill !j.\TIO:'<Al. MIU~ IIAJU(. 
- - - ~ - - -- , .... ,..,.. , .., , .. t .. _ .......... , - · *-···· -:.:..=. ; ; ::-...:..; .. ; ,_ ~~-~ ""- :....... ..l" ., • _,...._.. -...! ..... 
--· . Loll- • • =:.:-: ~ ~ ..... - . . # __ .,. 

Nttional Park Servi<e 21 



I nd"'" \I un J>.trk 
l>h•untun Stole Pouk. 

ro d dunng lhe 
r •hlltcratton after 

heen de,i!;n.lted 
I 19l \t 

suc:cession. howt\-et :m<1 

M~me•lh 

" rn en B:tildt .., n Park Road from 
thdo" r p3riang area, the mUSCUIIl<lldmt t u n b din): 1941 was 
bu t n the C.o o I Revr.-al tvle The rrucrurd lim\ tel o stand.udiztd 
d d h\the ~ r~ thmiJ#lout the outb t region It is a one 

101 Comp 68 Blyth• ~• or. 68 
101 CompO\! to Mop of M lltaf'll Po»: ond ll«• .. r onal O.V•Iop<Mnt Aroo Port at 

lhe Md\t,., Pl.tn tor Krng' MountAtn N•t~n.al M1l1t ''Y Park • KIMO. (JAnu~ry 
1'141) 

tOJ Blytt.. •r ot 98 

Inn re" th fi\'C "'" a rod: d t< d 
r l h "' hie ruof\\1th a ull " dtl' I rom por h 

ftcr butld ng' rutructum a rla!:'taff" Jdcd an th >< uth 
fl • t n \\nlkllt••mtheccrmncc'l"ltbtbc \t~in l'.ukRo dmd 

outbn the hu kilns footrnnt 

t u urn dnum trati n hwldmgond th u1 nt nd nt' 
b I 1.' •r t t ha' hecn l:lnd'>Cllp(~ dun tht P< nod 

I tum r th 1<>-JO -H Jq n. Area tmg 
n mcuus,shruNandpuund m butf~ U 

" ~ n a! Onh t\\O orthre~ tree stand tod.n n ar 
~c1 100 b\ th • n r n llut , pmod photogr~~ph sh· " no 
loundat• nor dd tk>l\ill p ntt!ll;',thCSC = OU\ rune he n m\tallcd m 
che 14tc 194 or cam 19:;os. Onlv bwn ~rns sur oundmg th rru~ture 
appcarto ho•eheen c L1hhilled durlru!,thc hbh)l'k pt:rwd l.nwn &ffi' , 
uu 111 "•rc ofl<"d fnrthc ln\\n pMkonga~a hl.md th t •tnod aJJn•ent 
tu \tun ''"k Ro~od ( urrtnl non-n.111H' foundJtlon planun~and other 

104 '"'d 102 10] 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

nearby landscape specimens indicate that the existing plantings are of a 
later period, probably Mission 66. 

Superimendent's Residence- The superintendent's residence, also 
Colonial Revival, was slow to completion due to the war effort. 
Cnaracrer-defining features, however, were completed by 194•'o; Apart 
from the residence, it appears little else was completed, despite the 
additional features detailed in the 1940 •Headquarters Area Planting 
Plan.• Proposed wall.:ways from the access road and around the north 
side of the residence were not installed. In addition, it is not clear if the 
existing graveled footpath from the museum/administration building is 
historic. The path generally follows the master plan design, but does not 
continue aU the way to the superintendent's residence, as originally 
proposed . 

Except for lawn grasses, all native species were proposed in the 1940 
planting plan for the superintendent's residence. Front and rear lawns 
were established, but foundation plantings and species proposed to 
soften lawn edges were not inStalled. Existing foundation and 
surrounding species indicate a later planting period, probably Mission 
66. 

Maimenance Facilities- The Park did without maintenance/service 
facilities until1952, when a utility area and service road were built south 
of the superintendent's residence, as specified in the 1941 Master Plan. 
An equipment storage building was constructed in •953·'o6 

Amphitheater- The amphitheater (1939) was constructed within a pine 
grove that covered an area of favorable topography. Several of the trees 
were left standing in the seating area to provide shade. The amphitheater 
provided seating for 1,ooo people and opened in 1939 on the 159th 
anniversary of the battle. Performances were given from a raised earthen 
platform planted in grass.'"7 

Vegetation proposed to be planted around the amphitheater included 
native azaleas, redbud, dogwood, red cedar, mountain laurel, black 
tupelo, shortleaf pine, oak, buckthorn, blackhaw, and vinca.•o8 Many of 
these species exist today. 

lOS. Ibid., 102 . 
106. ~Van Mossey, 68. 
107. KIMO Moster Plan. 1941: De Von Mossey, 60 . 

Battlefield Commemorati011- Celebration activities moved to the 
amphitheater once it was constructed. Community commemorations of 
the battle continued with historical pageants in the 1950s and 1960s, 
produced by the Kings Mountain Little Theater. The long tradition of 
commemorative celebration ended with a final pageant held for the 
nation's Bicentennial Celebration in 1976 and dramas given for the 
battle's 2ooth anniversary in 1980 and 1981.'09 

Sc11th Coroli11a Recreation Development Area (RDi\)-The RDA plan was 
ambitious and included roadways, hiking trails, rwo lakes, parking areas, 
a bathhouse, two group camps, and several picnic areas, totaling forty­
four structures. The RDA was ceded to the State of South Carolina in 
1944 and became Kings Mountain State Park.110 

CCC Camp SP-7-Initially, two camps were developed to house CCC 
laborers-the state park camp (SP-7) and the military park camp (MP-r). 
For reasons unknown, Camp MP-1 was closed in 1937. This left the men 
at SP-710 complete the development of both the RDA and the Mitirary 
Park111 

SP-7 was built near the southeastern edge of the RDA. It began 
operation as early as •934· In addition to sleeping quarters for the men, 
the camp consisted of a variety of srrucrures including a dispensary, a 
school building, a front office, a radio room, a dark room, a barber shop, 
a recreation hall, tennis courts, and a headquarters building . 
Foundations for a bell tower were completed in •937· Also that year, CCC 
rock masons built a circular fish pond complete with water lilies and 
goldfish.112 Landscaping completed the development of the camp. Field 
observations (1997) indicate vinca, spirea, daffodils, and red cedar were 
some of the planting materials used. 

108. "Planting Plan, OUtdoor Amphitheater, KIMO. • Branch of Plans and Design, 
Regional Offke Oanuary 12, t940). 

109. Blythe, eta/., 63 • 
110. KIMO Cu/tura/lands<a~ ln.,.ntory, 9. 
111. De Van Massey, 46, 48. The loation of C.mp MP· l is unknown. lack of 

suffklent funding to opet•te two camps may have been why it was closed so 
early in the development of the two parkJ. 

112. Ray Wise, ed., The MountainHr 3, no. 6 (March 11. 1937). 2; "Slone Slructure 
Nearing Completion, • Tl>e MountainHr 3, no.2 (Sept. 29, 1937), 1; 7'1><' 
MountainHr, n.p. Oune 16, 1937l. 2·3. 
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CCC work ended on March 15, 1942, a result of declining enrollment and 
funding. Congressional reluctance to fund work projects amidst 
increasing war costs, and the growing attrition of laborers to join the 
armed services contributed to the situation. 

Mission 66 Initiative 
In 1955, President Dwight D. Eisenhower approved a ten-year program 
to bring national parks up to quality standards for the 50th anniversary 
(1966) of the NPS. At the Military Park, however, no master plan was 
completed; the only developments to occur as part of this initiative were 
two new park employee residences (1958), a residence road, landscaping, 
and new interpretive signs and markers."3 

Plant materials suggested in a landscape plan for the residences include 
sweetgum, blackgum, white oak, scarlet oak, American holly, eastern red 
cedar, redbud, dogwood, crabapple, Chinese and Japanese hollies, 
mountain laurel, native azaleas, and arrowwood viburnum."4 Because 
many of these species are present at the residences, it is assumed the 
plans were executed. 

Period photos (1964) of the museum/administration building show 
foundation plantings of what appear to be American hoUies, boxwood, 
and a low hedge (possibly Japanese holly) across the front facade. Since 
most of these species are documented as having been planted at the park 
residences, the extant plantings would appear to date from this period. 

Management recommendations from the 1966 Master Plan include 
maintaining the "bare ridge top" in order to preserve the historic scene."5 
Period photographs show the Park covered with emerging hardwood 
forest, twenty to thirty years of age. 

Circulation-The 1966 Master Plan recognized Colonial Road as a 
"historic Indian trail" and proposed reopening it as part of the park trail 
system. 

113. De Van Ma>Sey, 73. 
1 14. "Three Employee Quarters, KIMO." Division of Design and Construction, 

Eastern Office, (July 29, 1957). 
115. KIMO Master Plan, 1966. 
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Bicentennial Celebration 
In preparation for the nation's bicentennial celebration, the needs of 
Revolutionary War parks were addressed in the NPS Bicentennial 
Development Plan. A new Master Plan (1974) was prepared by the 
Eastern Service Center, proposing improvements for the Park's existing 
facilities and the construction of a new visitors center. 

Structures- The 1974 Master Plan proposed a 7,000 square-foot visitor 
center (1975) and parking for one hundred vehicles to be built in the 
vicinity of the amphitheater. The old administration building would 
become the park headquarters. To test the stone work proposed for the 
visitors center walkway, a small five- by fifteen-foot bluestone patio with 
adjoining granite walls and steps was built on the west side of the park 
headquarters building. These features remain extant. 

Proposed renovations to the amphitheater included the addition of a 
projection building to the platform, reorganized seating to include two 
aisles instead of the original one, and removal of the pine trees in the 
seating area. The grassy ground cover was first replaced with gravel, and 
later asphalt, apparently to address an erosion problem.116 

The 1974 Master Plan also proposed protection and interpretation of l!he 
CCC SP-7 camp, located in Kings Mountain State Park. These 
recommendations were not heeded and the ruins lie hidden today by 
successional hardwood and pine. 

Circulatioll- A 1975 reenactment of the moumainmen's march gave ri:se 
to this historic route's inclusion in a national trail system in 1980. The 
292-mile Overmountain Victory Trail extends from Virginia and 
Tennessee into North Carolina and South Carolina, ending at Kings 
Mountain battleground. A portion of the trail is marched every October 
to celebrate the battle victory."7 In addition to the historic trace, sixteen 
miles of hiking trails and ten miles of horse trails were proposed to 
connect the national and state parks. 

The 1974 Master Plan altered vehicular circulation on the battleground. 
The upper parking area near the Centennial Monument was removed 
and the road leading to it obliterated. A revised trail system brought 

116. Blythe, eta/., 107. 
117. De Van Massey, 139. 
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visitors co t11e battleground on foot via Colonial Road, from the new 
Visitor Center. The lower parking area was retained for park 
headquarters parking and an L·shaped flagstone plaza replaced the old 
access road connection co Main Park Road . 

Vegetation-Native species p lanted to eliminate the road to the upper 
parking included oak, dogwood, sweetgum, and mountain laurel. New 
plantings installed around the park headquarters included dogwood, 
American holly, sweergum, mountain laurel, oak, hickory, and red maple. 
Additional species planted as part of the amphitheater renovations were 
dogwood, sweetgum, American holly, oak, yellow poplar, and red 
maple.118 Many of these species survive today. 

Existing Conditions 

Vegetation- The Park consistS primarily of second growth hardwood 
vegetation with some pine on higher slopes. The battleground ridge top 
has an open ground layer of exotic grasses but is almost completely 
closed by adjacent tree canopy. A small opening exists near the 
Centennial Monument and a slightly larger one at the U.S. Monument. 
Areas of the battleground and Park are periodically treated with 
herbicides to control exotic species such as honeysuckle, privet, multi­
flora rose, and wisteria . 

TI1e Park removes fallen and hazardous standing trees when necessary. 
The periodic shoring of the embankments of Buck Hill Branch is also 
necessary to prevent undercutting of the trail. Mowing occurs along 
shoulders of Main Park Road and around all park facilities where exotic 
grasses have been established. The periodic cleaning and repainting of 
monuments and markers occurs on a regular bas is. 

Although several springs feed into Buck Hill Branch today, one located at 
the western base of Kmgs Mountain's steep incline is the logical site of 
the post-battle use. Initial daro from archeological investigations (1999) 
are presendy inconclosive, but the proximity of this spring to the 
battleground suggests its plausibility . 

118. •und~<ape Plan..Oblittrated Area: Planting Detail~ • in Kings Mountain 
National Military Park Site Development Plans. (June 24. 1974). 

Viewshed- Historic views from Battleground Ridge have been lost due to 
the encroachment of hardwood trees along the upper slopes and ridge 
top. Some natural open understory exists along the southwestern slopes 
of the battleground, but sight distances elsewhere are impeded by 
shrubby vegetation. Efforts by park management to restore historic sight 
dislllnces have resulted in partial clearing of the understory vegetation on 
slopes east of the Centennial Monument. 

Circulation-Colonial Road is protected as an historic trace and is 
maintained by annual bush-hogging. A small segment of the historic 
rrace is not maintained and second-growth hardwood trees now grow 
within the road bed. This portion is visible from Main Park Road from 
the western entrance to the historic York-ville-Shelbyville Road. Colonial 
Road and Ferguson's grave are the only known landscape features 
existing from the period of the battle . 

Evidence of a second rrace, turning south off of Colonial Road at the 
northeast base of Battleground Ridge, indicates a route by which 
Ferguson, his troops, and baggage train, may have ascended the 
mountain."9 A study of the area's eKisting topography suggests it may 
have been used during the r88o Centennial Celebration when a speaker's 
stand stood in the same ravine. The route was used again in 1930 as a 
Sesquicentennial Celebration path to Ferguson's Grave. 

Battleground Trail, an interpretive trail leading to the ridge top, has been 
asphalted and is periodically resealed. Some erosion is evident along 
parts of the trail and on side paths to commemorative stone markers. 

No additional pedestrian or vehicular circulation has been constructed 
since the Mission 66 Initiative. The Park coordinates the monitoring of 
hiking and riding trails with the Kings Mountain State Park authorities . 

Arclreology-lnvestigations in 1974 mapped the location of Colonial Road 
within the park. An additional trace, not investigated, was found at the 
foot of the northeast end of Battleground Ridge near the two Chronicle 
Markers. No mass burial sites we.re found, including the area of the 
Chronicle Marker. 120 

119. carrillo. 13. 
120. BediU. 1982 . 
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Preliminary findings of research conducted in February '999 point to the 
location of batde lines on the lower shoulder ofland east ofBatdeground 
Ridge. Addition investigations at one of Buck Hill Branch's springs did 
not reveal any r8th-cenrury artifacts.'" 

Commemorative Activities- The Park celebrates the batde victory 
annually with several activiries. Each October, individuals in period 
dress march the final leg of the Overmountain Victory Trail. VISitors 
witness a period encampment with displays of pioneer skills and ways of 
~fe. A wreath-laying event also occurs at the U.S. Monument. Activities 
in dhe amphitheater include the annual celebration and seasonal evening 
programs. 

Surro111rding Land Use-Currently, the Park is surrounded by rural farms. 
Small commercial properties occur along the ease and west approach 
roads. Population density is low to moderate and visitors enjoy a fairly 
rum I experience as rhcy approach the Park. Nevertheless, increased 
growth along the l-85 corridor is one of the Park's concerns. The lack of 
zoning regulations in Cherokee County and the growth of Charlotte's 
Mecklenburg and adjacent Gaston and Cleveland Counties, North 
Car·olina, are spilling into surrounding areas. Cleveland County currenrly 
has no zoning laws. Growing development pressure may compromise 
historic viewsheds and introduce incompatible land use. 

121. John Cornelison, SEAC archeologist and project leader. conducted this 
investigation. 
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FtGURE 19. Existing Conditions of aattleground Ridge. 
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Analysis 

The analysis section identifies and objectively analyzes the site's 
significant landscape characteristics. This process is the groundwork for 
establish.ing a period of s ignificance and for identifying a framework 
against which all changes in the landscape are compared. lt is an 
important step for sorti ng and integrating natural and cultural resoUice 
data in order to develop appropriate and relevant treatment strategies. 

Resources associated with the Battle of Kings Mountain include the 
battleground itself, Colonial Road, Ferguson's grave, and Buck Hill 
branch and springs. FeatUies associated with !he commemorative period 
are t.he sixteen markers and monuments, !he foot trail located on top of 
Battleground Ridge, and a segment of the ex.isting lower trail. Early NPS 
development is represented in !he existing administration building and 
associated parking area, the superintendent's residence, !he 
amphitheater, and Main Park Road. Non-historic features include the 
visitor center (1975), the maintenance facility (1950s), and twelve miles of 
foot and horse trails. Apart from the Park's currently known historic and 
non-historic features, the two M ission 66 park residences (1958) are 
presently being evaluated on a national level for potential significance. 

Period of Significance 

The Park represents three periods of significance. The first is the event of 
the Battle of Kings Mountain, October 7, 178o. British Major Patrick 
Ferguson's choice of this ridge to face his foes was ill-conceived because 
the site's geographic characteristics proved to favor !he frgbting tactics of 
the Patriots. The battle represents the fierce independence of the 
colonial backcountry settlers and their dete rmination, without official 
call, to free the Carolinas from British threat. The victory marked the 

beginning of a series of battles that led to Cornwallis's defeat at 
Yorktown . 

The battleground area includes Kings Mountain's ridge top, its slopes, 
Buck Hill Branch and springs, and the routes by which the Loyalists and 
Patriots traveled to and from the event. It includes Colonial Road and 
what is seen from the historic trace. The actual fighting grounds of 
Battleground Ridge can be defined more accurately by archeological 
research, such as recent work completed in 1999. Preliminary results 
indicate the shoulder of land east of the U.S. Monument was an area 
where fighting occurred beyond the immediate slopes of Battleground 
Ridge. 

A second period of significance (18rs-r931) is the layer consisting of 
landscape features associated with the commemorative efforts of local, 
regional, and national interests to honor !he men who fought in the battle 
and to celebrate !heir bravery as part of the nation's struggle for 
independence. Landscape features of this period are contained within 
the forty-acre tract preserved by the KMCA in 1880 . 

A third period of significance (1933-1941) is the layer consisting of the 
park features representative of early NPS design philosophies. The style, 
influenced by earlier naturalistic landscape design principles, focused on 
preserving park scenery and protecting natural features and utilized 
regional architectural and conStrUction techniques. CCC labor was 
instrumental in realizing the plans as designed by early NPS planners, 
architects, and landscape architects. Features of this period extend to the 
existing boundaries of the Park. 
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Evaluation of Integrity 

An historic landscape with integrity conveys its significance. Within this 
concept the National Register criteria recognizes seven qualities that, 
when combined, define integrity of a given site. The seven aspeCts are 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association. The evaluation of the Park's historic landscape integrity is 
discussed below within these aspects. 

Location 
Location is the place where an historic event occurred, or where historic 
property was constructed.' 

Battle Landscape-Battleground Rjdge is the site of the Battle of Kings 
Mountain. Buck Hill Branch, Colonial Road, and areas def.ned by 
archeology are included in the boundaries of this period of significance. 
The striking topography of the battleground's sixty-foot rise above the 
surrounding countryside has not been altered, nor have Buck Hill 
Branch and its springs near the battleground slopes. 

Colonial Road has not been altered along most of its route through the 
Park. Original segments can be perceived today along Main Park Road 
where parts of the historic road alignment run parallel. Colonial Road 
detours £rom the paved road and continues along its original course 
toward Battleground Ridge. Here it runs through Hambright's Gap and 
by the Visitor Center as an unpaved trace, revealing original ruts and 
embankments through the woodlands. 

The absence of a known route where the Loyalists left the Colonial Road 
to ascend the battleground compromises circulation. How Ferguson 
reached the ridge top is an important part of the battle story, but is not 
interpreted because the route is currendy unknown. 

Commemorative Landscape-This landscape is defined by the forty-acre 
tract purchased by the KMCA in t88o, and includes Battleground Ridge 
and the Chronicle Markers. It is the site of several privately-sponsored 
commemorative events, beginning as early as 1815 and culminating with 

1. How to Apply the National Register Criteri(J for Evaluation, National Register 
Bulletin 15, (Washington, D.C.: National Park Service. Interagency Resources 
Division), 44. 
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the Sesquicentennial Celebration io 1930. Over a period of 
approximately 115 years the battle gained in recognition from a local 
celebration to a national event attracting more than 75,000 people to the 
site. Two monuments and fourteen stone markers commemorate the 
brave men who fought there. Only one marker, the 1931 Batdeground 
Marker, has lost its integrity of location, having been removed from the 
battleground and placed alongside Main Park Road near the state park 
boundary. Other features expressing integrity of location include the 
ridge trail and a part of the lower trail that foUow alignments developed 
for the Sesquicentennial Celebration. 

NPS Park Development Landscape-Early NPS development is evident in 
several landscape features extending to the existing park boundaries. 
Main Park Road remains in its original location, and original culverts and 
swales can be observed. Th~ superintendent's residence, the lower 
parking area, administration building and amphitheater continue 
functioning in the same places. Some compromise to integrity has 
occurred with the loss of the upper parking area, roadway, and 
associated granite curbs and walls. 

Design 
Design involves the conscious decisions made to form or develop an 
historic property's space, structure, and/or style. 2 

Commemorative La11dscape-The Ceotennial Monument and individual 
stone markers exemplify the design styles of American Post-Civil War 
memorial architecture. The stone shaft was a common form used for 
commemorative monuments and the U.S. Monument, designed by the 
New York architectural fum McKim, Mead, and White, is a fine example 
of its type. The firm is recognized today as being extremely influential in 
establishing beaux-arts Classicism in the United States.J 

NPS Park Development Landscape-Main Park Road, the park 
headquarters (formerly the museum/administration building), the lower 
parking area, and the superintendent's residence represent early NPS 
design philosophy. Although the removal of the upper parking and 
access road compromise integrity, other park features of this period 
strongly reinforce the original site plan. In addition, structures such as 

2. Ibid. 
3. Blyl~e. eta/., 64. 72. 
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the park headquarters and the superintendent's residence reflect the 
region's Colonial Revival style of architecture. 

The amphitheater has been altered since its original construction in 1939. 
The addition of a projection building, reorganization of the seating 
design, and removal of the pine trees compromise this feature's integrity 
of design. 

Setting 
Setting refers to the character of a landscape and how it played a role in 
the historical event. It is the physical environment and its relationship to 
the period of history. 4 

Battle Londscope- Historic integrity is strongly represented in the 
physical environment of the banleground and surrounding area. The 
topography of the mountain, existing springs and creek, wooded slopes 
and surrounding terrain effectively convey the historic setting of the 
Battle of Kings Mountain . 

Loss of historic views to and from Battleground Ridge, however, impact 
inte&riryof sottine in this <'11ltm,llnndscnp~ Resulting from suppression 
of natural and man-made fire, mature hardwoods now stand atop 
Battleground Ridge and impede views of the surrounding terrain. Small 
clearings around the Centennial Monument and the U.S. Monument are 
still maintained bur the lack of open views compromises integrity . 

Ferguson's choice of this mounrain was certllinly influenced by the 
advantllge of open views from the ridge top. American Patriots, also, 
were able to see the Loyalists on top of Kings Mountain from one quarter 
mile away. These aspectS were important contributors to the setting of 
the banle landscape. 

In addition, the open understory of historical accounts is only partly 
represented today on Battleground Ridge. Some understory clearing by 
the park staff has occurred in sections of the southeastern slopes and 
visibility in the understory is good along the more gradual southwestern 
slopes. However, the rest of the mountain has steep sides and very short 
sight distances due to dense understory vegetation. 

Colonial Road retains strong integrity of setting. It runs along irs original 
route and is surrounded by second growth hardwood. Although a 
section of the trace, parallel to Main Park Road, is currently covered in 
hardwood trees and not mainfllined, the road cut and alignment are still 
visible . 

NPS Park Development Landscape- The NPS set aside 4,012. acres of 
property to protect and interpret the Battle of Kings Mountain. Integrity 
of setting for the NPS early development period is evident in that 
surviving period features (buildings, lower parking area and Main Park 
Road) continue to reveal the historic plan. Although vegetation has 
encroached on the open spaces surrounding the park headquarters and 
superintendent's residence, these changes do not diminish integrity. In 
addition, it can be argued that today's wooded canopy over Main Park 
Road is a result ofNPS original design intent. 

The amphitheater has been altered the most from its original design . 
Compromises include the addition of a large projection building (c.1975) 
that now domina res the site. Audience seating was redesigned from two 
to three sections and the original vegetation, pine trees and grass, was 
removed and replaced with asphalt. These impacts to integrity of setting 
are mitigated by unchanged topography and the surrounding hardwood 
and broad leaf evergreen vegetation. 

Materials 
Historic materials include the physical clements that were combined or 
placed in a particular pattern or style ro form a historic feature or 
property.S 

Commemorative Landscape- Materials used during the commemorative 
period are evident in the stone markers and monuments. All retain their 
original fabric . 

NPS Park Developmem La11dscape-Many of the structural features of 
this period contain original materials constructed by CCC labor. These 
include the stone work of Main Park Road's culverts and swales, the 
lower parking areas' stone 'valls and curbs, and the park headquarters' 
stone facade, slate roof, and stone walkways. Materials used in the 
construction of the superintendent's residence are emnt . 

5. Ibid. 



The amphitheater has suffered loss of original fabric with the removal of 
original seating and vegetation. Also, the origlnal stonework of the upper 
parking and drive was lost when these features were removed in the 
I970S. 

Workmanship 
Workmanship involves evidence of an artisan's craft from a given period 
oftime.6 

Commemorative Londscope- Ninteenth-century and early- twentieth­
century workmanship is evident in granite and marble slabs, stones, or 
obelisks, as well as the carved inscriptions and bronze placards. 

NPS Park Developmem Landscape- Integrity of CCC workmanship is 
evident in Main Park Road, including its alignment, swales, drainage 
features and road cuts. Period workmanship is also found in the park 
headquarters' stone masonry, its flagstone walkways, and the lower 
parking area walls. The architecture of the superintendent's residence 
also reflects the workmanship of this period. 

Feeling 
A landscape with integrity of feeling can express the historic sense of a 
particular period of tinie.7 

Battle Landscape- Existing woodlands, Colonial Road, and the 
unchanged topography of the battlefield strongly evoke the day the battle 
was fought. Compromise to integrity is due to the lack of an open ridge 
top that made sighting of the enemy so easy for the Patriots as they fought 
their way up the mountain slopes. Lost, too, are the historic views from 
the ri<\ge top, a likely factor in Ferguson's choice as a battleground. A 
third factor diminishing integrity of feeling is the unknown location of 
Ferguson's route to the ridge top. 

Commemorative Landscape- The integrity of feeling of the 
commemorative period is expressed through the numerous markers and 
monuments that are found throughout the battleground. The location, 
materials, design, and workmanship of these features contribute to one's 
sense of the past. These monuments are permanent reminders of the 

6. Ibid. 
7. Ibid. 

period of American history when local, regional and national efforts 
were made to commemorate American battles and the men who fought 
in them. 

NPS Park Dwelopment Landscape- The sense of the past one feels 
among the designed features of the NPS development period emanates 
from their integrity of workmanship, setting, location and design. 

Association 
Integrity of association is the direct link between an important historic 
event and a cultural landscape. It is not only the expression of where an 
event took place but a combination of other aspeCts of integrity that 
define the quality of that association.s 

Battle Lorulscape- Ba nleground Ridge embodies integrity of location 
(where the battle took place). But more importantly, its association with 
the past is expressed through the woodland setting, the steep 
topography, Colonial .Road, and Buck Hill Creek and springs, which 
illustrate the story of the 1780 battle. 

The loss of historic views, however, compromises the associative value.s 
of this important landscape. Visitors are unable to orient themselves 
because the mountain is not visible from any point in the Park. In 
addition, those who hike the interpretive trail to Battleground Ridge still 
have difficulty comprehending this feature's geographical prominence in 
the local landscape because all views from the ridge top are impeded by 
canopy trees. Although interpretative efforts to explain the battle events 
have been successful, visitors may find it difficult to associate a landscape 
feature they cannot fully sec with the historical events that occurred 
there. 

Commemoratille Landscape- Several of the commemorative activities 
celebrating the Battle of Kings Mountain occurred here, resulting in the 
placement of memorial markers and monuments. The site's integrity of 
location, materials, workmanship, and feeling strongly reinforce its 
association with the past. 

NPS Park Development Lorulscape- The landscape features associated 
with the NPS early development period have integrity of location, 

8. Ibid. 
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design, materials, workmanship, seni ng, and feeling. Combined, these 
features express strong association with the early period of NPS 
development. 

National Register Nomination 

The Park is classified as a National Register historic disuict and the 
district boundaries include the entire Park. The periods of significance 
designated in the nomination are 178o, the year of the Battle of !Gngs 
Mountain, and 18o3-1941, which includes the private commemorative 
period and the NPS Development Ern . 

The nomination list of contributing landscape features is thorough and 
reinforces the integrity of the historic landscape's three important layers, 
as identified in the CLR. A review of the contributing features listed, 
however, revealed the historic flagstone walkways leading to and 
surrounding the administration building were absent from !his feature's 
description and should be added . 

Summary 
Kings Mountain National Military Park strongly conveys the significance 
of three historic periods. They are the October 7, 1780 Battle of !Gngs 
Mountain, the private commemorntive period (1815-1931), and the NPS 
Park Development Em (1933-1941). 

Battle Landscape- The culrura.llandscape of the Battle of Kings 
Mountain conveys its significance in several aspects of integrity . 

Battleground Ridge is the site of the battle (location). Existing 
vegetation, topography, Colonial Road, and Buck Hill branch and springs 
strongly illustrate the landscape at lhe time of the battle (setting). These 
physical features convey the area's geographical character, Kings 
Mountain's choice as a fighting ground, and the Patriot's tactical 
advantage (setting, feeling and association) . 

However, the loss of historic views to and from Banleground Ridge has a 
negative impact on the important associative values of the cultural 
landscape. Another important feature still unknown is the location of 
the road trace leading to the top of battleground ridge. The future 
identification of this feature would further enhance the integrity of the 
battlefield landscape. 

Commemorative Landscape- The IZO years that followed the Banle of 
Kings Mountain were filled with a series of private citizen-inspired 
commemorative events honoring the men who fought and died !here. 
Recognition grew from local to national celebrations, each leaving 
behind numerous monuments that reveal the importance of this place 
and its period in American history. Integrity of location, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association contribute to clearly convey the 
significance of the commemorative period of this cultural landscape . 

NPS Park Development Landscape- Early NPS development is evident in 
the design, materials, workmanship, location, and setting of this cultural 
landscape. Combined, these aspects express a strong association with 
the Military Park's historic master p lans and lhe early design philosophy 
of the National Park Service. 
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Treatment Recommendations 

The following discussion of treatment recommendations focuses on a 
preservation/rehabilitation suategy for the battlefield and associated 
commemorative landscape fearures that contribute to the three 
signi.ficant periods noted at Kings Mountain ational Military Park. 
General recommendations applicable to the historic sire precede more 
specific recommendations for individual fearures. This section provides 
treatment for historic as well as non -historic fearures. Treatment 
recommendations for the Henry Howser esrare landscape and the 
Norman-Morris house landscape are not included in this srudy. 

General Recommendations 

Amendment to the National Register Nomination 
• The CLR recommends an amendment to the National Register 
Nomination to recogni~c the historic flagstone walkways leading to and 
surrounding the museum/administration building. The list o f 
Contributing Features and the list of Classified Structures (LCS) 
thorougly describe the building's architecrure but overlook these 
important landscape fearures. Inclusion of language that describes the 
stone walkways as part of the museum/administration building is 
warranted . 

Woodlands 
• Except where otherwise indicated, maintain narural succession of the 
Park's second growth hardwood forest (fig. 20). An aggressive IPM­
approved program to control exotic species is warranted. 

Landscaping 
• limit landscaping of non-historic strucrures to native species. 
Kennemore's "Floristics of the Kings Mountain National Military Park 
and the Kings Mountain State Park" and the NPS Guide ro Sttstcinable 
Earthworks Managemellt provide a list of suitable native species.' 

Adjacent land Use 
• Protect the rural character, particularly lhe open space, of 
Battleground Ridge's western, northern, and eastern viewsheds . 
Monitor and effecrtvely dJrect suburban growth through easements wllh 
land owners and other forms of cooperation with local and state 
agencies, and with regional land planning orga nizations. Development 
along the I-85 corridor will continue to impact views to the west and 
north. Growth along the North Carolina/South Carolina state lines to 
the north and northeast, between the Park and Crowders Mountain State 
Park, North Caroli na, also needs to be monitored (fig. 20) . 

• Continue to promote controlled growth along access routes to the Park 
and lands adjacent to park property. Of immediate concern is growth 
affecting State Road 216 from the l-85 exit to the park entrance . 
Maintaining the open space and rural character of this road is a priority 
to be realized th rough cooperation with local, state, and regional 
agencies and organizations . 

1. Douglas E. Kennemore. •ftOf'istics of the Kings Mountain National Military 
Pa1k and the Kings Mountain State P~u1c.. • Masters The-sis. University of South 
carolina. Columbia. SC. 1995. National PMk Setvice. Guide to Susta;nable 
Earthwork$ Mar>agerMr>t (Atlanta: Southeast Regional OHke, lorth<oming) . 
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FIGURE 20. General Treatment Re<ommendations for Kings Mountain National Military Park. 
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• Protect open lands and the rural character of landscapes adjacent to 
the Overmountain Victory Trail. Cooperation with loeal, state, and 
regional agencies and organizations to control growth beside the national 
trail can achieve success . 

Kings Mountain State Park Landscape 
Although the objectives of the state and national parks differ, few, if any 
conflicts have resulted from the separate resource management 
approaches. Kings Mountain State Park mainly provides recreational 
activities for visitors, while the Military Park focuses on historic 
interpretation ofits cultuOll resources. The recommendations below 
represent areas where mutual goals exist (fig. 20) . 

• Maintain the visually seamless northeast and southeastern boundary 
between the state and national parks by managing the common 
woodland in a uniform manner. Presently, the mixed pine/ hardwood 
woodland has been released to natural succession, which is the 
recommendation of the CLR 

• Encourage uniform treatmem of Main Park Road's shoulders and 
edees throughout both parks. (See discussion of treatment 
recommendations for Main Park Road below.) 

• Coordinate the elimination of common aggressive exotics that have the 
potential of spreading from one park to the other. 

Management Review 
• Periodically review all treatment recommendations for success in 
meeting the goals proposed in this document. Changes, or adjustments, 
are warranted whenever additional information becomes available . 

Studies Recommended 
The Pa.rk's recent funding (1999) for archeological investigations to be 
conducted by the Southeast Archeological Center (SEA C) includes 
studies recommended below. Additional funding should be requested 
for follow-up investigations if necessary . 

• Conduct archeological studies to determine the Kings Mountain battle 
patterns. Through a systematic metal detection survey, SEAC may be 
able to determine not only the types of weapons use by the Patriots and 
Loyalists, but may also be able to replicate the tactical action of the battle 

participants. This information may determine with more accuracy the 
surrounding tree line proposed for Battleground Ridge. Adjust the 
wooded/open space boundary accordingly . 

• Conduct archeological investigations to locate the route by which 
Ferguson left Colonial Road and ascended Banleground Ridge. 
Determining the location of this fearure would be an important addition 
to the Park's interpretive program. 

• Determine a more definitive role of Buck Hill spring in the aftermath of 
the battle by conducting archeological research. Thday, three springs 
feed into Buck Hill Branch within the vicinity of the battleground. The 
Park interprets the one nearest the interpretive trail as the historic feature 
used after the Banle of Kings Mounrain. If artifacts could be recovered, 
determining if this spring is the one mentioned historically is warranted. 

Battleground Landscape 

Kings Mountain Battleground 
Rehabilitation of the banleground's historic setting is crucial for visitors 
to associate the existing landscape with the events of the battle . 
Assessing an appropriate size for the proposed open space on 
Battleground Ridge required evaluating several aspects, including size of 
Ferguson's forces, topography, and historical maps detailing the battle . 

Spacing requirements for Ferguson's encampment were first evaluated to 
determine the minim um size that would accommodate such a fighting 
force. Given that a standard British encampment of 900 men would have 
required approximately 13 acres of land1, it seems prudent to assume that 
Ferguson, with an even larger battalion and a much smaller area of land, 
did not follow standard encampment procedures. Schola.rs agree that 
Major Ferguson understood the rigors of guerrilla warfare, unlike his 
British counterparts, and did not adhere to "outdated" military 
standards of the European modei.J 

2. Standard military encampments for a battalion of 900 men is illustrated in An 
Universal Military Dictionary. A Copious Explanation of thf T~chnlcal Tftms & 
c. Used Fn the Equipment, Machinery. Movements. and Military Opftations of 
an Army, by Captain George Smith (1 779). The encampment Is 320 yards long 
and 200 yards wide. 

3. Dr, Bobby Moss, telephone conversation, February 1. 1999 . 
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FIGURE 21. Treatment Recommendations forBattleground Ridge. 
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Enlarge existing open space to proposed 
boundaries by removing existing trees. 
Seed over existing fescue and newly 
cleared open space with native 
grasses and forbs. Manage as proposed in 

,--- Figure 22. 
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Minimal spacing requirements for 1100 men sleeping without tents 
would be approximately ·5 acre (4' x 5'/soldicr) and another .1 acre 
should be added to include the wagons and horses (2o' x to'/wagon and 
team of horses). Combined, the minimal amount of spacing required for 
a crowded encampment would be approximately .6 acre of open land. 

This does not take into account the ability of Patriot forces to see "in full 
view" Ferguson's men from approximately one quarter mile away. It is 
therefore reasonable to assume the ridgetop's open space was much 
larger. The CLR recommends approximately five acres of open ground 
to enhance the visibility of Battleground Ridge from afar. Three and one 
half acres are recommended for the encampment area and 1.5 acres 
should be opened along the ridge to the Centennial Monument. If 
archeological investigations uncover the boundary lines of the loyalist 
militia, the ridge's open space/woodland margin should be redrawn to 
reflect this information. 

The shape of the proposed open space follows General Graham's map of 
the battle of Kings Mountain (fig. 5). The map illuscrates a narrow open 
area along the ridge top that widens at the northern end, where the 
topography favors an encampment. General Graham calculated the 
length of the "enemy and encampment" to be approximately So poles, or 
1,320 feet. Interestingly, this is the approximate distance between the 
Centennial Monument and the U.S. Monument. Based on Graham's 
estimation, the CLR recommends a slightly longer length of about 1.400 
feet to be managed ns open space (fig. 2 1) 

Treatment recommendations for Battleground Ridge are described 
below . 

• Remove the canopy trees within the designated open space. The Park 
can reduce the visual impact by gradually removing trees on an annual 
basis until the proposed open ground is created. Should additional 
research determine the actual battleground lines, correcting the 
woodland/open space relationship is warranted . 

• Coordinate the removal of ridge top canopy t:rees with the 
establishment of a western vista from the U.S. Monument, as discussed in 
the section tided "Views" below. Begin the dearing of open space at this 
location, gradually removing trees southwest, north, and east of the 

designated view point until the proposed open ground is created and a 
new tree line established. 

• Establish native grasses and forbs in the newly cleared ground on 
Battleground Ridge. In places where fescue exists, a mix of exotic 
(fescue) and native grasses is desired. 1illthe open ground to a depth of 3 
to 4 inches. Hydroseed native grasses and forbs by combining seeds with 
a cellulose tiber (wood or recycled paper) and with a tackofier consisting 
of recycled magazines. The magazines contain clay, which becomes 
heavy and sticky, holding the seeds in place a.nd maintaining the moisture 
necessary for germination. Seeds, cellulose fiber, and rackofier can be 
sprayed together in a single application . 

• Select a seed mix from the list of native grasses and forbs supplied in 
the Technical Support Topic Five and Six in the Earthworks Guide. The 
selection should include grasses requiring full sun, mixed with those that 
tolerate semi-shade. Some of the species recommended should include 
broomsedge (Andropogon sp.), Virginia \V.Idrye (Eiymus virginicm), 
Purple Lovegrass (Eragrostis spectabilis), and J ndiangrass (Sorghastrum 
nutans). Add nitrogen-fiXing ground covers, such as crimson clover 
(Trifolium incarnah•m), partridge-pea (CIIamaecristajasiculata), and 
annual rye grass (Loliummultiflorum) to the seed mix. These plants 
improve soil nutrients and replace the need for fertilizer. Testing pH 
levels and soil nutrients is advised before restoration efforts begin. Late 
winter or early spring p lanting is recommended . 

• Implement mowing regimens that will maintain the battle period open 
space and also enhance the ridge top's commemorative layer of 
significance. In Area One (fig. 22), mow a 3-4 foot-wide swath on each 
side of the paved interpretive trail and around the monuments. Maintain 
these strips of grass at a height of 3 inches to favor the existing fescue and 
provide a measure of security and safety for visitors. 

In Area Two, tbe fescue/native grasses mix should be mowed the first 
growing season to a height of 6 inches on a monthly basis. This will 
suppress annual broadleaf weeds (rom shading the seedlings. A 6-inch 
height also allows native grasses to flower and produce seeds in late 
summer and fall. In early june of the second growing season, mow at a 
6-inch height and again in july. Thereafier, continue ro mow seasonally 
to a 6-inch height as often as desired. 
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AREA ONE: Mow a )'to 4'-wide swath on 
each side of trail. Maintain at r height. 

AREA lWO: Overseed existing feS<ue 
with native grasses & forbs, Mow periodically 
to 6" height. 

AREA THREE: Remove canopy trees and 
replac.e with native ~rasscs and forbs. 
Mow annually in spr1ng to 6•. 

FIGURE 22. Mowing Guidelines fO< Battleground Ridge. 

The Area 'I hree grasses are generally located where canopy trees wilt be 
removed to enlarge the ridge top's open ground. After seeding with 
native grasses and forbs, mow the first and second growing seasons as 
prescribed for Area Two to a height of 6 inches. Subsequent mowing can 
be limited to once a year, in late fall or early spring. Early spring mowing 
is preferred as the grasses later provide wildlife cover and exhibit their 
golden brown colors in winter. 

The Park may adjust the size of Areas 1\vo and Three at their discretion, 
but the CLR recommends keeping these two areas approximately equal 
in size. 

• Mow as-foot-wide trail through the ridge top's new grassy field for 
those visitors wanting to leave the asphalt walk and explore the 
battleground. A trail is proposed in figure 22, but the Park's observation 
of visitors wandering in the open space is the best guide for the trail's 
location. Maintain grasses in the trail ro a height of 3 inches and seed 
with fescue if necessary. 

• Maintain an open understory among the trees on the battleground 
slopes (fig. 23). Because the battleground vegetation was historically 
manipulated with fire, a return to this management technique is not only 
appropriate but also ecologically sustainable. A periodic burn program 
to favor an oak-hickory dominant woodland is possible through detailed 
prescriptions given in a fire management plan. See the discussion of park 
procedures to develop a burn program in the section titled "Fire 
Management Program" below. 

Views 
Rehab iii ration of historic views will have immediate positive effects on 
visitors, who will be able to associate the larger landscape with the events 
of the battle. The following recommendations provide guidance for 
treating views. 

• Open an eastern view of Battleground Ridge from Colonial Road as 
documented in historical accounts (fig. 23). Develop an observation 
point on Colonial Road approximately 1,ooo feet north of Main Park 
Road. Selectively remove canopy trees to open a view to the U.S. 
Monument (see "Colonial Road" below for a discussion of specific r<>ad 
treatments). This is the general area where American Patriots were able 
to see Ferguson's men on top of Kings Mountain. Proper roadside 
signage and brochu.res should encourage drivers and hikers to travel to 
the observation parking area, ,,.-aJk the short distance to the observation 
area, view Battleground Ridge, and read the waysides. Additional 
planning and detailed drawings, not supplied in the CLR, will be 
required to implement this recommendation. 

• Open a western vista from Battleground Ridge ncar the U.S. 
Monument to Colonial Road by selectively removing canopy trees. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Extend treatment 
o f Colonial Road 
to park boundary • 
Manage both sides 
of tra<e for visual 
uniformity . 

Reinforce road segment 
to observation area by 
addi~ crushed stone/ 
sandl11m~ mix .. 

Protect park residences 
for National Register 
eligibility . 

Remove/do not replace 
HQ and supt. residence 
foundation plantings. 
Replant with lawn grasses . 

Do not establish views 
in areas where gradient 
is not favorable • 

• 

• ... -

Remove vegetation within 
Colonial Road segment . 
Bush-hog annually . 

Develop observation parking area 
,-- -- for 5 to 10 vehicles. 

<(!> Centennial M onument 

~ U.S. M onument 

Develop observation area and open 
view to Battleground Ridge. 

(..?-1+-- Open view from US Monument 
to observation area first. 
Follow with developing 
adjacent views of 
surrounding landscape. 

Area proposed for periodic burns to 
maintain open understory. Final 
boundary to t.. determined In 
prescribed burn plan • 

FtGURE u. Treatment Re<:ommendattons fOt Battleground Views and Vtc:inity . 

National Park Servke 4 1 



Because Colonial Road is completely enclosed by second growth 
haidwoods and indistinguishable throughout the year, the observation 
area would be an ideal point of reference from Battleground Ridge. 
Visitors would be able to see and understand where the Patriots 
dismounted before continuing on foot to the ridge top. Figure 23 
illustrates the location for additional tree removal west of the U.S. 
Monumem to provide this view. 

• Coordinate the removal of ridge top trees with opening the historic 
views to the west, north, east, and southeast. As a section of the ridge top 
is cleared for grasses, canopy trees on the adjacent slopes should be 
selectively removed to allow a view of the surrounding terrain. Maintain 
this panoramic view by selectively removing limbs and trees as necessary. 

• Maintain the wonded landscape of the southern and extreme 
southwestern sides of Kings Mountain. The rising topography of 
Battleground Ridge's southern end impedes any type of view. In 
addition, the moderate gradient of the adjacent southwestern slopes 
requires such a large area of land to be cle<lred to open a view to the 
southwest as to be unfeasible (fig. 23). 

Fire Management Program 
The Park's Fire Management Plan should be updated to address 
strategies that will rehabilitate the historic scene of the battleground and 
surrounding landscape. Approximately 100 acres of Kings Mountain's 
slopes and surrounding area are designated to be included in a site­
specific burn plan (fig. 23). Boundaries of the proposed burn should 
extend beyond battle landscape circulation features to create a uniform 
visual landscape for the visitor. (See the section entitled "Colonial Road" 
below for more details.) 

The following guidelines provide direction for the fire management plan. 

• Design a burn plan to manage the slopes of Battleground Ridge and 
designated surrounding aiea (fig. 23) as an oak-hickory dominant 
woodland with an open understory. The program is initially expected to 
reduce fuel levels (leaf and litter) with several small annual burns. Once 
this is completed, larger periodic burns will maintain the open 
understory. The size and frequency of the burns, as well as the time of 
year, will be prescribed in the burn plan. 
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The plan should also include a fuel reduction program that addresses the 
added level of fuel resulting from trees felled to enlarge Battleground 
Ridge's open space. These trees may add undesirable fuel to the 
understory if left on the ground. Chippers capable of handling trees with 
a 10- to 15-inch caliper is an alternative to whole tree removal. Spread 
the wood mulch along the adjacent wooded slopes. 

• Seek funding from FlREPRO to accomplish the fire prescription plan, 
to assemble a team that is augmented by park staff, and to implement 
initial stages of the p lan. 

• Explore alternatives of subsequent funding for long term fire 
management of the battleground. Prescribed burns are cheaper than 
mowing and the growing use of fire as a management tool in southeast 
regional parks increases the likelihood that fire management funding will 
become more easily available. In the meantime, subsequent funding 
should come from the Park's operational budget, supplemented with 
cultural cyclic monies. Because the Park's burn program will manage 
cultural and natural resources, opportunities for integrated funding exist. 
Pursue these sources by including project statements in the Resource 
Management Plan that reflect the integrated management of the Park's 
cultural and natural resources. 

• Monitor burn programs being implemented at Crowder's Mountain 
State Park for species !l'egeneration results. 

• Implement the plan as soon as possible. As the area grows in 
population, changes in county land management policies may make it 
difficult to carry out a prescribed burn program. Having the initial 
annual burning and cleaiing completed before heavy growth in 
population occurs will avoid these types of conflicts. 

Colonial Road 
• Develop an observation area on Colonial Road that allows a view of 
the U.S. Monument and Battleground Ridge. Visitors will be encouraged 
to enter the Yorkville-Shelbyville Road from Main Park Road and travel 
approximately soo feet to a proposed parking and rurn-around space 
(fig. 23). Signs will direct visitors to walk the short distance (about .1 mile) 
to the observation aiea where trees and branches have been selectively 
removed to create a view of the battleground. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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• Develop a parking and turn-around space that will accommodate no 
more than 5 to 10 cars for visitors going to the observation area. Maintain 
the natural setting of the existing successional growth hardwood in this 
area. Additional planning, surveying and detailed design requirements 
will be required for this work. 

• Maintain the fire road segment (old Yorkville-Shelbyville Road) that 
links with Colonial Road as a "din rrace." Accommodate increases in 
automobile rraffic to the proposed observation parking area by adding 
crushed stone and sand mixed with lime to the road segment and the 
observation turnaround area. Rain will cause the sand and lime co 
harden, stabilizing the road surface. Avoid widening the road unless 
absolutely necessary, with a maximum width of 20 feet . 

• Rehabilitate the released section of Colonial Road rrace that leaves 
Main Park Road and connects with the old YorJ.."Ville-Shelbyville Road 
(fig. 2J). Remove all trees and shrubs within the rrace and maintain by 
bush-hogging annually. This section should be utilized during the 
annual Ovcrmountain Victory March celebration . 

• Maintain visual uniformity in the wooded understory surrounding 
Colonial Road. Extend the boundaries of periodic understory burns to 
include a so-foot tO 100-foot-wide strip along the northeast side of 
Colonial Road (fig. 23). This will provide visual uniformity on both sides 
of the trace. Similar treatment is proposed for both sides of Main Park 
Road where Colonial Road runs parallel and the section of the Yorkville­
Shelbyville Road that leads to the proposed parking area. Actual 
boundary locations can be determined in the field . 

• Continue the current annual bush-hogging of Colonial Road from the 
Yorkville-Shelbyville Road towards Battleground Ridge (fig. 23). Once 
the section of Colonial Road paralleling Main Park Road is rehabilitated, 
the full length of the historic trace should be maintained with annual 
bush-hogging. 

Buck Hill Branch and Spring 
• Protect Buck Hill Branch as an historic water cou.rse from the Battle of 
Kings Mountain era. The natural character of the springs and \vater 
course should be maintained and any exotic species eliminated. 

Battleground Interpretive Trail 
• Continue maintenance of the asphalt interpretive trail with periodic 
resealing . 

• Control erosion along the sides of the trail by seeding with native 
species tolerant of semi-shady conditions. Cover them with a 
biodegradable matting, such as polyjute that will hold seeds and topsoil 
in place. The Earthworks 011ide Management Strategy Five suggests 
species suitable for these conditions. Hold matting in place on slopes 
that are 3:1, or greater, with metal wire stakes. These products are found 
in Forestry Supply Qltalogs. Grasses can be mowed to a height of 6 
inches each year in April or May. 

Commemorative Landscape Features 

Monuments and Markers 
• Continue pe.riodic maintenance of monuments and markers . 

• Maintain the natural setting surrounding the markers. No 
ground covers are recommended except for wh"tever n:arJve species 
naturally occur . 

• Control erosion with polyjute matting (described for the interpretive 
trail above) that will hold soil in place and encourage the establishment 
of native groundcovers. 

NPS Park Development Landscape 

Park Headquarters and Parking area 
• Remove existing foundation shrubs and trees from around the 
headquaners building. Remove similar species within the lawn area . 
These species, including japanese holly, American holly, and boxwood, 
were planted circa 1960 and are not considered historic. Maintain only a 
grass groundcover around the building and mow on a regular basis . 

• Protect the flagstone walkways leading to and surrounding the park 
headquarters. These features should be added to the Park's list of 
Classified Structures and included in the National Register description of 
the museum/adminisrration building . 



• Protect and maintain the stone wall and granite curbing of the lower 
parking area. 

• Maintain the nanual setting of the lower parking area, replacing 
vegetation wilh like-kind when necessary. The exotic grass ground cover 
should be maintained. 

Superintendent's Residence 
Plantings surrounding the superintendent's house are circa 1960, and, 

therefore, not historic. Remove foundation plantings when they pass 
their prime and replace with lawn grasses. Maintain existing and newly 
planted lawn grasses with seasonal mowing. 

Main Park Road 
• Maintain a 6-foot-wide swath of fescue/native grass mix on the 
roadside shoulders. Mow this area to a height of 4·6 inches on a 
monthly basis each growing season. 

• Encourage a taller stand of native grasses beyond the 6-foot wide 
swath in areas where roadside shoulders are wider. Mow annually in 
spring or fall. 

• Maintain and protect stone culverts and swales. 

Amphitheater 
• Protect the woodland setting surrounding the amphitheater. Existing 
native species should be replaced with like· kind when necessary. 

Mission 66 Landscape 

Park Residences and Maintenance Facilities 
• Maintain and protect existing residences and facility buildings. 
Mission 66 buildings are currently being studied and their national 
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significance has not been evaluated. The Park residences and their 
setting appear to be intact and are, therefore, considered potentially 
eligible to the National Register. The driveway has not been altered and 
existing vegetation reOects a planting plan drawn and implemented 
during this period. As these features appear to have integrity, any 
changes by the Park should be kept to routine maintenance. The Section 
106 process applies to any proposed changes in this area. 

Noncontributing Features 

Visitor Center 
• Replant the grassy field near the Visitor Center with native species 
(fig. 21). The area is not heavily used by visitors and a native grass 
"meadow" would, in the long run, require less maintenance and enhance 
natural resource values. Presently, no such open spaces exist in the Park 
although historic documentation substantiates the cx.istence of large 
open areas or grassy meadows throughout the region. 

• El.iminate existing fescue to prepare the area for the establishment of 
native grasses. Eradication of fescue is required because its allelopathic 
properties repress the growth of competing species. An IPM-approved 
chemical application, such as PLATEAU herbicide, is advised. Apply at a 
rate of 12 ounces per acre, mixed with 2 pints per acre of methylated seed 
oil. Spray when the fescue is actively growing for optimum results. 

• Follow mowing recommendations for establishing native grasses in 
Banleground Ridge's Area Three, as discussed in treatment 
recommendations for the banleground open space (fig. 22). 

• Plant only native species around the Visitor Center. Any loss of native 
vegetation should be replaced w.ith like-kind. A list of appropriate 
species can by found in the "Floristics of the Kings Mountain National 
Military Park" and in the Earthworks G11ide. 

• • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Selected Bibliography 

Primary Sources 

Monographs 
Bedirz, Lindsay M. "Archeological Darn Section, Preliminary Culrural Resource 

Management Plan, Kings Mounrnin National Military Park," Tallabassee FL: 
National Park Service, Southeast Archeological Center, n.d. 

CtlebraJion of tht Bault of Kings Mountain, Oaober, •Bss, and the Address of tht 
Honorable john S. Pmton, Together with the Pro«tdings of the Mntings and 
Auompanymg DocumtniS. Miller and Melton, Proprietors of the Yorllllille 
E11quirtr. t8SS· 

Chandler, Helen Deane. The &ttlt of Kings Mountain- The Turning Point of the 
American Revolution, October 'J, q8o; Sesqui·Cemtmtial Celtbratiort, 
October 7, '9]0, 011the Battlegrou11d i11 York County, South Carolina. 
Gastonia, NC: Publicity Committee of rhe Sesqui·Centennial Celebration 
Conunittee,July 1930 . 

De Van Massey, Gregory. An Admi11istrative History of Ki11gs Mou11tai11 Na1io11al 
Military Park. Atlanrn: National Park Service, Southeast Region, 1985. 

Lossing, Benson J. Pictorial Field &ok of the Revoluti011, vol. 2. New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1859 . 

Mills, Robert. Statistics of South Carolina lnduding A Vitw if Its Natural, Civil, 
and Military Hislory, Gtntral and Parriadar. Charleston: Hurlburt and 
Llo)·d, 1826. 

Smith, Captain George. An Univn1al Mililary Dktionary, A Copious Explanation 
of the Ttclmical Tenns and c. Used in the Equipment, Machinery, MOJJtmtnJS, 
a11d Military Operations of an Army. London: Printed for J. Millan, near 
Whitehall, on9· 

Manuscript Materials 
Cumming, W.P. (ed.). The Southeast in Early Maps. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, •958 . 

Mills Atlas, Atlas of South Caroli11a, "York District, South Carolina•. 1825 . 
Reprint, Easley, South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, 198o . 

South Carolina Department of Arch noes and History, Columbia,SC . 
-Agriculrural Census, York County, 1850, 188o. 
- Industrial Census, York County, 1850 . 

York County Public Library. Rock Hill, South Carolina. Bureau of the Census, 
Ynrk C:nunry. 1790• 1810. 
- WillofColonclfrederickHambright,l817. WillsojYorkCatiiii)'.IJ7D-t85J . 
-Will of josiah Hambright, 1826. Wills of York Coumy, t7]0·185J. 

Journal Articles 
"Towering Shnft of Granite Dedicated at Kings Mountain," Spartanburg Herald 

(October, 1909): 8 . 

Wise, Ray, cd. Untitled article. Tile Mouttfaineer J, no.6, (March 6, 1937): 2. 
Photocopy. 

---- Untitled article. The Mountai11ter, n.p., Qunc 16, 1937): 2-3. 
Photocopy. 

____ "Stone Strucrure Nearing Completion." The Mountairrur 3, no.2, 
(September 29, 1937): 1. Phorocopy. 

Maps and Plans 
Cook, james. "Map of the Providence of South CaroliM." •773· KJMO archives. 

Reproduction . 

Mouzon, Henry. "An Accurate Map of North and South Carolina." 1775. KIMO 
archives. Reproduction . 

Natlontl Patk Servke: 45 



N~tionnl Pnrk Service. "Master Plan for Kings Mountain National Military Park." 

1974· 
----"Landsatpe Plan-Obliterated Ma: Planting Details.• In Kings 

Mountain National Military Park Site Development Plans, june 24'974-

____ "Master Plan for lhe Preservation and Use of Kings Mounrain 
National Military Park, Mission 66 Edition.• 1962. 

----"Three Emplo)·ee Quarters, Kings Mountain National Military Park." 
Division of Design and Construction, Eastern Office, j uly 29, •957· 

----"Fire Occurrence Map, A Part of the Fire Atlas for Kings Mountain 
Militnry Park and !he Recreational Development Area." Kings Mountain 
National Military Park, April24, '944· 

____ "Master Plan for Kings Mountain National Military Park." '94'· 

----"Headquarters Area Planting Plan!' 1940. 

---- "Planting Plan, Outdoor Amphilhenter, Kings Mountain National 
Military Park." Branch of Plans and Design, Regional Office, january 12, 
1940-

----"Master Plan for Kings Mountain National Military Park." 1938. 

____ "Proposed Planting Program." Kings Mounc.in National Military 
Park, '936. 

Secondary Sources 

Monographs 
Bearss, Edwin C. Historic Resource Study: Roads, Trails and Burial Sites, Kings 

Moumain National Military Park, South Carolina. Denver: Denver Service 
Center, NPS, •974· 

Blythe, Robert \YJ., Maureen A. Carroll, and Steven H. Moffson. /(jngs Mountain 
Notional Military Pork, Hutoric Resource Study. Atlanta: Cultural Resources 
Planning Division, Southeast Regional Office, NPS, •995· 

Camp, Oswald E. "Kings Mountain National Military Park, South Carolina: In 
Commemoration of the Battle of Kings Mountain, October 7, t]So." 
Collection of articles, photographs for Kings Mountain National Military 
Park, March •s. 1940. 

Cutler, Phoebe. T/" Public LAndsca~ of tire New LXol. New Haven: Yale 
University Prcss,t985. 

Draper, Lyman C. Kings Mountain and Its Htrocs: History of tlte Bottle of Kitrgs 
Mormtain, October 71/t, q8o, and tire Events Wfliclt Led To it. Baltimore: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1978. 

46 Cultur~l LJncbcape Report: Kings Mount.lin National Milit3ry Pirk 

Hosmer, Charles B. Presence of tlrt Post. New York: C.P. Putnam's Sons, 1965. 

Kovacik, Charles F., and john j. W.nbcrry. South Carolina: Tire Making of a 
LAndsca~. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, r¢9. 

McClellan, Unda Ainr. Building tlte National Parlts. Baltimore: johns Hopkins 
University Press, •998· 

Morrill, Dan L. Scm/tern CampaignsoftlteAmerican Reuo/ution. Baltimore: 
Nautical and Aviation Publishing Company of America. 

National Park Service. Guide to Sustainable EArthworks Managemt lll. Atlanta: 
Southeast Regional Office, forthcoming. 

--- - "The Howser Farmstead, Cultural Landscape Inventory;" Kings 
Mountain Nolional Military Park. Atlanta: Culrurol Resources Planning 
Division, Southeast Regional Office, May '994· Photocopy. 

____ '"Kings Mountain National Military Park, Culrural Landscape 
Inventory.• Atlanta: Cultural Resources PlanningOivislon,Southeast 
Regional Office, May •994· Photocopy. 

----How to Apply tire National Rtgisttr Crittria for Evaluation. National 
Register Bulletin 15. Washington, D.C.: lntera~ency Resources Division. 

Ramse)\J.G.M. Tht AnnalsofTenntssttto tltt End of tire Eigllltentlr ~nt~try. 
Kingsport, TN: Kingsport Press, 1926. 

Roth, Leland M. McKim, M~ad, !lnd Wlzile,Ardliu:a~. New York: Harper and 
Row, 198:}. 

Webster, S. F., ed., Seventy· Five Year:< of Service; History of tire National Society 
Daugltttr:< of tire American Revolution of Nortlr Carolina. New Bern NC: 
Owen C. Dunn, Co., '97S· 

Manuscript Materials 
Barden, Lawrence S. "Bear Oak in Crowder's Mou ntain State Park, North 

Carolina: A Species and Ecosystem Falling Through the Cracks; Chari one 
NC: Prepared for the Norlh Carolina State Park Service,january, 1998. 
Photocopy. 

____ "The Dilemma of a Common Species at !he Edge of Its Range: 
Restoration of Bear Oak (Quercus iJJicifolia) and Its Low Elevation Rocl<y 
Summtt Community in North Carolina." Uni,·ersity of North Carolina at 
Charlone. Photocopy. 

Brose, P.H . and D.H Van Lear. "Prescribed Fire E.ffects on Oak and Competing 
Hardwood Regeneration in Shelter-wood Stands I: Densiry and Mortality." 
Department of Forest Resources, Clemson University. Photocopy. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

----· "Prescribtd Fire Effects on Oak and Competing Hardwood 
Regeneration in Sbelterwood Stands II: Form, Growth, and Height.w 
Department of Forest Resources, Clemson University. Photocopy. 

Kennedy, Fronde. "Celebrations of the Banle of Kings Mountain" Kings 
Mountain National Military Park, n.p. Collection of speeches and news 
articles . 

Kennemore, Douglas Ervin. "Floristics of the Kings Mountain National Military 
Park and the Kings Mountain State Park," Department of Biological 
Sciences, University of South Carolina, Columbia, 1m. Photocopy . 

Journal Articles 
Barden, Lawrence S. "HistOric Prairies in the Piedmont of North and South 

Carolina, USA." Narum/ Areasjouma/17, no. 2 (1997). 

"Farmers Drawn by_ Fertile Lands;• Ra<k Hill Eveni11g Herald (March 4• 1985): 
8-9B-



48 Cultural landscape Report: Kings Mountain National M ilitary Park 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1: 
• • • • • • • • • • 

Appendices 

Appendix A: KIMO 
Monuments and Markers 
1. Centennial Monument (r88o); Kings Moumain Centennial 
Association (KMCA) 

2. U.S. Monument (1909); U. S. War Department 

3· Chronicle Marker (1815); Dr. \Vtltiam McLean of Lincoln County 
(now Gaston County), NC 

4· Ferguson Grave Marker and Cairn (1909); Major A. H. White of Rock 
Hill, SC 

5· Ferguson Fell Marker (1909); Major A. H. White of Rock Hill, SC 

6. ~Newft Chronicle Marker (1914); Kings Mountain Chapter DAR 

7· Chronicle FeU Marker (1925); William Gaston Chapter DAR 

8. "New" Ferguson Grave Marker (1930); R. E. Scoggins of Charlotte, 
NC 

9· President (Herbert C.) Hoover Marker (1931); Kings Mountain 
Chapter DAR 

10. Col. Asbury Coward Marker (1931); Kings Mountain Chapter DAR 

u . Kings Mountain Battleground Marker (1931); Kings Mountain 
Chapter DAR 

12. Col. Frederick Hambright Marker (1939); Colonel Frederick 
Hambright Chapter DAR 

13. Lt. Col. james Hawthorne M arker (1949); Kings Mountain Chapter 
DAR 



Appendix B: Chain of Titles 

1797 jolm Alexander, 500 acres acquired in fee simple on june s. 1797 
by Governor Charles Pinckney. Plat prepared on March 29, 1797. 
(Sour:h Carolina State Grant Books, vol. 42, SC Dept. of Archiv-es 
and History, Columbia, SC, p. 349) 

1797 Colonel Frederick Hambright, soo·acre uact, for So pounds 
sterling. (York County Deed Book E, York County Courrhouse, 
York, SC, pp. 116-17.) 

1817 josiah Hambright inherits rhe property at his father's death. 

1818 Mary Hambright, soo acres conveyed to her by josiah Hambright 
(son of Frederick Hambright) on November 15, 1818 for Sso. (York 
County Deed Book E, York County Courrhouse, York, SC, pp. 
488-89.) 

1823 josiah Hambright, 500 acres conveyed back to him by Mary 
Hambright on December 16, 1823 for S5o. (York County Deed 
Book K, York County Courrhouse, York SC, pp. 234-35) 

1827 Robert Clendinen, 1000-acre tract in fee simple, including bat­
tleground uact. Surveyed by Gordon Moore o n july 20, 1827. 
Clendinen purchased anomer 10oo-acre tract adjacent to rhis 
one the same year. Governor john Taylor (SC) granted rhe tracts 
on October 1,1827. This grant was based on a 1791 law allowing the 
grant of vacant lands or commutatio n of lands granted for other 
lands. In other words, he may have exchanged existing proper­
ties of his for some of rhis land. (Plat of Robert Clendinen's 1000 
acres, York 7f2o!t8z7, Sourh Carolina State Plat Book, vol. 48, 2d 
ser., Sourh Carolina Dept. of Archives and History, Columbia SC, 
p. 166.) Also (Robert Clendinen Grants, Oct. 1, 182.7, SC State 
Grant Books, vol. 79, SC Dept of Archives and History, Columbia 
sc. pp. 150-51.) 
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1835 (?) Dr. William Hemingway and Mary Hemingway (widow) execu­
tors of the late Robert Clendinen estate. 

1853 Dr. William Hemingway acquires adjacent 308-acre uact, part of 
john Alexander grant, for S2oo. This enlarges the Hemingway 
tract to 2300 acres. 

18?? D.M. Hemingway of Anala County, Mississippi on May 1, 1875, 
inherited from his father, William Hemingway. 

1875 john 0. Darby of Chester County, SC, for Szzoo, the 2300-acre 
tract. (York County Deed Book Z, York County Courthouse, 
York SC pp. 530-31.) This tract was included originally in prop­
erties known as rhe Nelson, Howse.r, and Milligan grants. (Copy 
of plat in BeaTSS, 10.) 

1879 W.L. Goforrh, Preston Goforrh, F .A. Goforrh, and j.W. Wren of 
Cleveland County, NC on February s. 1879, for S4000. (York 
County Deed Book Bz, York County Courrhouse, York, SC, pp. 
292-93·) 

1879 Kings Mountain Centennial Association, 39.5-acre tract for 
S197·5• including rhe battleground. 

1931 U.S. War Department, the 39.5-acre site becomes a National Mil­
itary Park. 

1933 National Park Service, Department of the Interior. Land con­
demnation procedures increased rhe military park to approxi­
mately 4,000 acres and establish a Recreation Demonsuation 
Area of 6,100 acres. 

1944 Kings Mountain Stare Park accepted into South Carolina state 
park system. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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The National Park Service cares for special places 
saved by the American people so that all may 
experience our heritage . 
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