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IN REPLY REfER TO 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

ADDRESS ONLY THE 

DIRECTOR. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

MEMORANDml for the Custodian, 
Organ Pipe Cactus lational Monument . 

The next time we come loping out there with our bandaged tires, 
we will come with our hands raised since you seem to have the drop on 
us in regard to the peccary count. 

Seriously though, no reflection on your census methods was intended. 
Your detailed comments in memorandum of December 27, 1941, for the 
Superintendent, Southwestern National Monuments (which, incidentally, 
reached ~s March 12), show that you had a good reason for placing the 
peccary estimate at 1200 . Since peccaries are protected on only a f ew 
Federal areas, conservationists are particularly interested in getting 
as accurate a count as possible of animals under Federal protection. 
In view of this and the great contrast with the 1939 "guess", you can 
see why a detailed statement showing how you arrived at the 1941 figure 
was desirable . 

We would like very much to receive any data you may have on the 
life history, behavior, and food habits of peccaries . Very little has 
been written up on this species, at least as far as its habits in the 
southwestern desert country are concerned. 

You might be interested in reading Ernest Thompson Seton ' s account 
of this species in his IlLives of Game Animals", if you have not already 
done so . You could probably borrow a copy from the Southwestern National 
Monuments library. 

~~A.~e..-, 
Victor H. Cahalane, 

In Charge, 
Section on National Park Wildlife . 

cc: Regional Biologist McDougall, Region Three, NPS. 
Mr . Hugh 1liller; 
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IN REPL Y REFER TO 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Santa , 1f erlco 

Jan ry 10, 1942. 
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I au st 180 t t r. upe ugh e rested to rite up ~ 
further info tion that he 1 haTe been able to accumulate about the 
habits or activities of the peccaries s s est.ed in the last para­
graph of his aorandum. I know such information II b ot interest 
to • Ca lane as well a thi rfice, ev n if Bill has to retract. 

or his state nts after furt r study, tor exact old about 
animals 18 verr _aser. 

W. B . ..d.dJUl; .0. .... 

R gional Biolo 1st. 
cc: ustodian Supernaugh, 

Or 'ipe Cactus 


