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< ADDRESS ONLY THE

REPLY REFER TO %
- - .4 DIRECTOR, FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
WASHINGTON

March 17, 1942.,
: |

&
¥,

MEMORANDUM for the Custodian,
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument.

The next time we come loping out there with our bandaged tires,
we will come with our hands raised since you seem to have the drop on
us in regard to the peccary count.

Seriously though, no reflection on your census methods was intended.
Your detailed comments in memorandum of December 27, 1941, for the
Superintendent, Southwestern National lonuments (which, incidentally,
reached us March 12), show that you had a good reason for placing the
peccary estimate at 1200, Since peccaries are protected on only a few
Federal areas, conservationists are particularly interested in getting
as accurate a count as possible of animals under Federal protection.
In view of this and the great contrast with the 1939 "guess'", you can
see why a detailed statement showing how you arrived at the 1941 figure
was desirable. :

We would like very much to receive any data you may have on the
life history, behavior, and food habits of peccaries. Very little has
been written up on this species, at least as far as its habits in the
southwestern desert country are concerned.

You might be interested in reading Ernest Thompson Seton's account
of this species in his "Lives of Game Animals", if you have not already
done so. You could probably borrow a copy from the Southwestern National

Monuments library.
Ziz

Victor H. Cahalane,
In Charge,
Section on National Park Wildlife.

cc: Regional Biologist McDougall, Region Three, NPS.
Mr. Hugh Miller:



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Urges- Fipe.-leebus— NATIONAL MONUMENT

MIMORARDUM for the Superintendeut,

With reference to Mr. Ceahalene's memorendum of December 16,1941,
I still think that my estimate of 1200 peccaries on this monument
is close to a correct count.

As to the 1935 cencus of wildlife down here I do not believe
that much time was spent on sny count as at thet time there was no
one on the Monument and I believe all counts wefe guessed at just to
show know species on the afea, The 200 incremse in 1941 over 1940 does
not seem to me to be out of line.

To arrive at the 1940 count odf 1000 I studied sign over all the
area which can be seen at all times of the year over nearly all parts
end along ell weshes. Jack Grey one day reported to me that he rode up
on 54 in one band and I heve seen as meny as 20 in one bend myself.
Groups of three or four are very common ell over the erea. There are
516 sque r miles in Orgen Pipe end this count would be only two to the
square mile. With sing over the entire ares the large groups would
account for several sections where it sl unow thet none ere rangeing.

On checking with lNr. Kempton the warden on the Cebeze Prista
Wildlife Refuge he states that he does not know how their f{igure
was arrived ot as he had not turned in eny count but th&t he knew
the number to be & great many more than 100 on that ares.

I have seen young in October, December, June and August so I
thing that hne 1s correet in thinking thet they breed at eny season.
These sniusls are by nature gregerious but ia undisturbed area such
as here they mey be found elone or in smell bands &s well.

I have been making some studies of peccaries down here end if it

will be of any use to Mr. Cahalane I will try and write up what little
informstion I have gathered so far as to their habits and food.

“illiam Re Supernaughe.
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IN REPL Y REFER TO

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Santa Fe, New Mexico
January 10, 1942.

MEMORANDUM for the Acting Superintendent,
Southwestern National Monuments.

Reference is made to Acting Superintendent Thomas' memorandum of
January 5 for the Regional Director, and related correspondence, con-
mmlﬂmotmmmmﬂpcntnm
Konument .

"I am not in a position to judge very intelligently the accuraey
of Custodian Supernaugh's census of these animals since, as I remarked
the last time I visited the monument, I have never personally seen a
single peeccary on the area, although I have seen many of their tracks.
Mr, Supernaugh's report of 1,200 animals in 1941 may be too high or,
conceivably, it may be too low, but I feel guite sure that it is more
nearly correct than the report of 100 for the Cabesa Prieta Refuge.

The longer lir. Supernaugh stays at Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
the more accurate his report should become, and for the first few years
any increase or decrease he may report should not be taken too seriously
as an actual increase or decrease in the numbers of animals but, rather,
as an increase in the accuracy of his methods of censussing. The re-
port of 50 peceary in 1939 should, of course, not be considered at all
since it was a mere guess.

I suggest that you send a copy of lir. Supernaugh's memorandum of
December 27 for the Superintendent to ir. Cahalane, since it contains
just the kind of information that I know Mr, Cahalane will want to
have and you are, of course, at liberty to send a copy of my comments
along with it if you wish. HNotethat 100 in the first line of the third
ptfwagnphoflr. Supernaugh's memorandum should be changed to read
’1 -

I suggest also that ¥r. Supernaugh be requested to write up any
further information that he may have been able to accumulate about the
habits or activities of the peccaries as suggested in the last para-
graph of his memorandum. I know such information will be of interest
to Mr, Cahalane as well as this Office, even if Bill has to retract
some of his statements after further study, for exact knowledge about

"~ these animals is very meager.

W. .’Ba McbDuUUGa i

r
4F

&

: / noaom Biologist.

ce: Custodian Supernaugh,
Organ Pipe Cactus NM.



