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ThP nndprstandine and protection of historic landscapes is receiving increased attention throu^ghout
Ss country's the Federal land-managing agency most resi^nsible ^^^^^J^f^^Simerest 
National pLk Service has recently assumed the governmental lead m this emergmg . •
While NFS se«^^^^ standarc^, no where are these guidelines tested more ngorously than in

the Parks themselves.
The project contained within these pages represents the effom of ten

a^ron^nc fta. wLh others ™y S'L 

a variety of resources, both natural and cultural.

Se pre^t onhaTSer^^^ and tested its assumptions through their own understandings of 

people and landscapes.

S^D^p^em of liodscape Architecmre. University of Oregon, for to comments, quesnons, 
probings, criticisms, and helpful advice.

Robert Z. Melnick, ASLA 
Associate Professor of 

Landscape Architecture
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Problem Statement and Studio Process__________ ________ _

The central focus of this studio has been the development of an understandmg of rur^ 
landscapes within both their historical context and their role in current and future s^iety. Under 
the auspices of the NFS and the Olympic National Park, we have been presented the opportunity to 
study and develop designs for two sites, Roose’s Prairie and the Kesmer-Higley Homestead. A 
critical element of this project has been the NPS mandate of resoi^ce potecnon, cultural and 
historic as well as natural, and visitor access and interpretation. It has been the chaUenge ot this 
smdio to not only refine our understanding of historical landscapes but to design ways to balance 

resource protection with visitor access.
To this end, we have used the methodology recently adopted by the Na^nal Register of ffistoric 
Places(NRHP) to evaluate rural historic landscapes. Listing on the NRHP can have significant 
consequences for the design and management of historic sites so a thorough exploranon of me 
NRHP process and criteria became the foundation for much of our work. Because Rooses Frame 
had previously been listed on the NRHP and the park wished to keep the site c osed to all but 
incidental visitor use, our work at the site was limited to developing a hst of.c°^ectiyely agreed 
upon management recommendations. In addition, because our agreement with the NPS included 
the production of a camera-ready document of our work, we have collectively structured the 
format of the drawings, researched and written the commentary and have explored graphic 

technologies.
Our work began with the documentation of the historical context and physical fabric of the 
homesteads. From unpublished memoirs, interviews, historical photographs, ^d NPS histones, 
the site's histories and the general history of homesteading on the Olympic Penmsula were pieced 
together. Historical photographs and air photos were used to document and interpret the ch^ges to 
the landscape over time. We visited the site to gather data and verify the air photo mteipretanon. All 
the built physical components of the landscape (buildings, fence lines, roads, and sm^l stale 
artifacts) were mapped and evaluated for current conditions. These components were later ^alyzed 
for their response to natural features, spatial organization, and as a revelation of histoncal land use. 
Vegetation was mapped for introduced species, native plant commumnes, and the extent of 
succession Views, evidence of wildlife, circulation, natural features and project boundaries were 
identified and mapped. Meetings with park personnel provided further contextual information, 
connections to existing park services, proposed expansion of facihties, as well as current and 
nroiected visitor use. In addition, small teams and individuals began research into special topics 
such as rainforest ecology,the historic conflicts between the NPS, USFS, and private interests, 
and the economic history of the peninsula.
All information from the documentation phase was synthesized for evaluation in terms ^ the 
NRHP criteria. It was the responsibihty of each student to evaluate the Kestner-Higley Homestead 
and to decide whether it should be listed on the NRHP. The two primary elements of the NRHP 
process, historic significance and integrity, fueled an ongoing debate withm the studio about the 
merits of the site. What is the benchmark period of significance for a homestead m contumous use 
since 1892‘> When does a homestead cease to be a homestead and becomes just a home. Do 
modem buildings and additions constitute a lack of integrity or are they a reflecnon of the 
landscape as a land-use continuum?Is a tree faim still a part of a subsistence agncultir^ l^d use or 
does it introduce a new land-use on the site.? And what effect does inclusion on the NRHP have 
on management and use of a historic landscape.?

The resolution of these issues became the foundation for our design phase. Because we were 
designing for the NPS, management recommendations were seen as one type ot design decision 
that affects all other design development. Levels of intervention in historic preservanon were
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introduced and explored from restoration to a 1890's working homestead to adaptive re-use. Each 
student developed a design consistent with a conceptual response to the site, park management 
goals, visitor use and programmatic and interpretive design. The variety of responses to the 
Kestner -Higley Homestead site is a reflection of the range and depth of issues in the evaluation 
and design of historic landscapes.

Landscape Preservation

Preservation of our nation's history has predominantly enhanced the components of the built 
environment with little regard to its environmental context. The second half of the 19th century 
and the first six decades of the 20th century primarily dealt with the preservation of architectural 
resources; house museums, national monuments, and battlefields. Reservation has traditionally 
embraced elements of the urban scene with little or no acknowledgement to the surrounding 
landscape. The past 20 yean has witnessed the movement of landscape preservation into the realm 
of the historic preservation arena.

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 established guidelines for the preservation 
movement. It was an act of legislation to reverse the effects of post World War H urban renewal 
and suburban flight. Urban areas across America had undergone extensive revitalization with 
blatant disregard for the historic values of the old neighborhoods and city centers that the new 
freeways and skyscrapers were replacing. The National Historic Preservation Act created the 
National Register of ffistoric Places which provided a standardized format for nominating historic 
sites, buildings, structures, districts, objects, archaeological remains, and landscapes. Originally, 
landscape preservation within the guidelines of the National Register, dealt with designed 
landscapes by important landscape architects, master gardeners, or that represented a specific style. 
Landscape preservation has evolved to include rural landscapes. This evolution is partially a result 
of the environmental movement of the 1970's. Farmland and agricultural areas were taken over by 
subdivisions, industrial parks, and interstate highway systems. Traditional landscapes were being 
destroyed and the natural environment was endangered by uncontrolled urban growth. Rural 
landscape preservation has taken an ecolo^cal approach and endeavors to protect "our 
environmental heritage from the technological advances of the future.

Rural landscape preservation combines the issues of historic preservation with the ecology of the 
land. The characteristics of a rural historic landscape contains "the tangible evidence of the 
activities and habits of the people who occupied, developed, used and shaped the landscape to 
serve human needs, they reflect the beliefs, attitudes, traditions, and values of these people.A 
rural historic landscape may reflect the patterns of activities within an agricultural, industrial, or 
maritime environment. It may include transportation routes, ceremonial sites, or recreational areas. 
To document a rural historic landscape we must study the "interplay of cultural and natural 
resources, and the social construction and celebration of places.

1 Erwin H. Zube and Margaret J. Zube, editors. Changing Rural Landscapes (The Univ. of 
Mass. Press, Amherst, 1977) p. 26.

2 Linda Flint McClelland, National Park Service and J. Timothy Keller, ASLA, Genevieve P. 
Keller, Roben Z. Melnick, ASLA. National Register Bulletin 30: How to Identify, 
Evaluate, and Register Rural Historic Landscapes, Draft 1988, p. 7.

2 Matthew Potteiger, "Preserving the Experience of Landscape." Landscape Architecture, 
July/August 1987, p.42.
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The National Register has defined eleven processes and components by which to evaluate a 
landscape. These processes and components help us to understand the mteirelationship l^jween 
natural Ind culturd resources that created the rural histone landscape. The foitf pro^sses to 
consider within the landscape are patterns of spaual organization, land uses and acuities, response 
to the natural environment, and cultural traditions. The seven components that be are
circulation networks, boundaries, vegetation, buildings, structures, objects, building clusters, 
archaeological remains,and small scale elements.
The challenge we encounter when documenting and evaluating the rural landscape is the element of 
time To establish the significance of a property we must realize that the landscape and the 
processes of the environment are ever changing and cannot be preserv^ to a certain momernm 
history as artifacts within a museum. "Landscapes cannot be contamed in a glass bubble. They 
are dynamic processes of living organisms."^

The conflict that arises in the field of rural landscape preservation is the n^^nagemem of these 
'dynamic processes' combined with the interpretation of the histone value of the site and the impact 
within the future social and economic structure of the area. The following six concepts provide 
design methodology of resource protection for a historic landscape.

Preservation- is a process of stabilizing, rebuilding, maintaining, or improving the 
condition and specific qualities of a historic landscape so that the landscape is 
protected and the design intent fulfilled.
Restoration- connotes return of the site to its original appearance during a selected 
period. Strict authenticity of overaU form and detail requires extensive research and
funding.
Rehabilitation- returns a historic landscape to useful condition, g^er^ly bringing 
it to a state of good repair and possibly including some adaptation. The degree ot 
authenticity is secondary.
Reconstruction- applies to the reproduction of a complete landscape setting which 
may not be on an original site. It starts form the ground up. Evidence of former 
conditions is gathered from documents, photographs, sites, and other resources. 
Authenticity depends on the research base and funding available.

Interpretation- can be defined as basic retention of the original landscape form 
with the integration to accommodate new uses, needs, and conternporap' condmons.
It involves research of the original design intent and use. The design should 
reinforce historic integrity while integrating a contemporary site program.

Conservation- is a passive process of preservation it protects a historic landscape 
from loss or the infringement of incongruent uses. Basically, it is stewardship of a 

site.2

1 Catherine Howett, "Second Thoughts" Landscape Architecture, July/August 1987, p. 53.

2 Lisa Kunst and Patricia M. O'Donnell, "Historic Landscape Preservation Deserves a Broader 
Meaning", Landscape Architecture, July 1981, p. 55.
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Each of these concepts rely upon the available documentation of the site and the goals for 
preserving the historic propeny. Protection of the rural landscape may be considered a planning 
tool to guide the urbanization of the countryside. ^

Rural landscape preservation within the context of the National Park Service, as entertained in this 
project, explores the issues of resource protection, both cultural and natural, combined with 
interpretation of the site for visitor use. The Kesmer-Higley homestead provides the opportunity to 
investigate the historic value of a site located in Olympic National Park and the rainforest 
environment of the Olympic Peninsula.

The National Park Service

The first National Park was created in the year 1872 with the establishment of Yellowstone 
National Park. Within the next forty years, thirty-four other areas were designated as National 
Parks, but with no central administration. This lack of any central authority began to be a problem 
as battles between developers and conservationists intensified during the first part of the twentieth 
cenmry over what exactly a National Park should be. Every Park was responsible for setting its 
own policy and, as a result, policies varied widely from park to park and from year to year. 
Finally in 1916, with a push from conservationists, the National Park Service was formed and was 
given the task of setting policy for all parks. Specific policies would still vary among the parks, 
but would always follow the basic mandate: "to preserve the resource for generations to come, 
while at the same time providing for enjoyment by the general public."

Today the Park System has grown to include Monuments, Historic Parks, Battlefields, Parkways, 
Recreation Areas, and Wild and Scenic Rivers, along with the original large natural areas. The 
National Park System now includes over 76,000,000 acres of land nationwide. The National 
Parks have served as a model for nations around the world, and today there are National Parks and 
Reserves in more than 100 countries.

Olympic National Park
Conservation efforts for portions of the Olympic Peninsula date back to 1897 with the creation of 
the Olympic National Forest, and 1912 wiA the Mount Olympus National Monument. The idea of 
a National Park on a portion or all of the Olympic Peninsula was debated for years. First 
suggested as early on as 1890 by explorer James Wickersham, it did not become a reality, or even 
a possibihty, for many years. The battle over the Olympic Peninsula was a classic debate between 
those seeking short term economic gain and those with a long term conservationist viewpoint.

The Olympic Peninsula had been used for years by native Americans as a productive hunting and 
fishing area. It was not until the 1850s that the first white settlement occurred, mainly on land 
around the east and north coastal fringes of the peninsula. During the next few decades, some of 
the settlements grew in size, but for the most part remained isolated from one another, as 
transportation routes were almost non-existent. By 1890 isolated settlement and individual 
homesteads ringed the entire peninsula, gradually moving up the valleys and around interior lakes 
to take advantage of fertile soils. Anyone with the desire could claim 160 acres for only $16. 
However farming in such a harsh environment never proved profitable for most and at the turn of

1 Jane Silverman, "Rural America, Love it or Lose it". Historic Preservation, March/April 
1981, p. 24.
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the century only 341 claims had been taken, many of these soon abandoned. Tr^ls were sdU Ae

nrSted population boom neyer occurred. Howeyer the yast resource of mber son existed, and 
Sie desire of many to haryest this remained an obstacle to the creauon of a Nauonal Park.

FinaUy in 1938, after much debate, and with the support of community leaders,

Mount Olympus sits within the rugged interior of the park at 7965 feet in eleyation and is covered 
with oyer sixty glaciers with a total area of twenty-five square miles. In contrast to world of 
rock and ice ^e Western slopes extending toward the Pacific Ocean are a dense nud-lantude r^n 
forest. This forest is made up of giant trees, including Ae nation s largest known specimens of 
Western Hemlock, Western Red Cedar, and Douglas Fir. This area receives 
inches of rainfall annually. The area to the east of the mountams is quite and m contrast to Ae rest 
of tiie park, and to the no^ and south meadows abound in the lower valleys, 
settled^but long since abandoned. Some 6000 elk roam the park today, along with black 
black tkiled deen and mountain lion. The inclusion of the fifty miles
the parks already vast bio-diversity, consisting of long primitive beaches, steep chffs, and many 
rugged islands, providing habitat for shore birds, sea lions and five species of seals.

park's survival for years to comi 
States.

Park Goals and Plans for the Study Areas----------------------------
In order to articulate long range planning for Olympic National Park, a Master Plan was prepared

environmentally-sensitive design proposals.
A number of general management and design concepts have been P^ich

maintenance of existing structures, and determination of dimensions and
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efforts expended. The Quinault DCP calls for expanded experiential opportunities in the temperate 
rainforest. Solitude and intimacy at several interpretive sites should contrast with the more- 
developed south shore of Lake Quinault. Multi-agency information and interpretive centers 
strategically located along US 101 are suggested to direct visitors to sites where rainforest ecology, 
and western peninsula homesteading at the Kesmer property, are examined more closely. The 
Park desires to continue the willing seller program of home acquisition in the valley. Other long­
term objectives include enhancement of elk habitat, preserving the extant old growth forests, and 
improving the visual quality along the lake's circur^erential roads. New and rehabilitated 
buildings in the valley should reflect the specific architectural character of Quinault Ranger Station 
and Kesmer-Higley Homestead.

As specifically regards the Kesmer-Higley Homestead, the DCP suggests weighting interpretation 
of rainforest ecology over pioneer homesteading. This should include restoration of some 
structures and the orchard, adaptive reuse of other buildings, and removal of yet others as 
necessary. By restoring the orchard with historic Quinault cultivars, active and passive 
interpretation, and public harvesting could expand seasonal use of the site. The existing pasmres 
could be used for trail crew hvestock. Handicapped access via close proximity parking is 
desirable. An expanded network of namre trails, potentially connecting with the Van der Water 
Homestead (Quinault Ranger Station), are suggested. A rainforest ecosystem research center has 
been proposed, with adaptive reuse of some of the buildings optional. Finally, the ancillary 
N.P.S. residential and maintenance facilities in the area could be consolidated to a single site, 
relocated near Kesmer, aiding efforts to restore former elk habitat.

Historical Context of the Olympic Peninsula

By the time white settlers reached the Peninsula, four Indian reservations had been established at 
Makah, Quileute, Hoh, and Quinault River mouths. During the 1850's "settlers... began 
claiming land around the east and north coastal fringes of the peninsula" in about 20 towns. Some 
of these were at Port Townsend, Sequim, and Dungeness. During the 1860-1880's "infant 
colonies were established." Some of these were at La Push, Clallam Bay, and Pysht. During the 
1880-1890's "isolated settlements and individual homesteaders circled the uninhabited core of the 
Olympic Peninsula." In 1891 Homesteaders interested in farming began to move inland. "Favored 
sites of the 1880-1890's" were at Lakes Crescent, Ozene, Quinault, and Cushman, and along 
Morse and Elmis creeks and the Elwha, Doleduck, Bogachiel, Hoh, Queets, and the Quinault 
Rivers. Anton Kesmer settled in the Quinault area in 1893. By this time, Orte Higley had built the 
beginning of the Quinault Lodge . Also , the first school of the Quinault area had been built in 
1892.

The Kesmers were typical settlers who first built a small cabin and cleared a vegetable plot. This 
pattern was set up in me sales agreement from the U.S government which stated mat me settlers 
must build and cultivate meir land in order to claim it. The Kesmers had to face the same problem 
as all settlers on me peninsula; this land is conducive to rain forest, and any land left unwatched 
would soon be filled in by succession. Most settlers of me peninsula gave up meir battles with the 
rain forest wimin 10 years of starting. However, me settlers of me Quinault Valley had a few 
things going for mem. They could transport supplies and produce by boat across Lake Quinault 
and on the Quinault River. The people of the community were helping each other. As new 
technology was introduced and added to meir lives, it became easier to keep me fields clear, build 
pund structures, to hunt, to protect themselves, and to transport supplies and produce. The 
introduction of the timber industry to me area gave mese people more income. Later, me Kestners 
cleared and slashed acreage for fields of clover/grass crop rotation. Kesmer built three bams, one 
of which is 54' x 112'. This is considered to be the largest bam of that time. The Kesmer
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homestead supposed
means of transponanon ^ Quinault and Quinault River. Also, before these
Sw ta^cheon road was built in 1895 which connec^d Qumault

Humptulips.
Auton Kesmer died in the e.ly 19m ^ :“SrSe“peSS'K?sS”‘” 

years until she died. Josep^a was children became the heirs of

abandoned until it was sold to Orlo Higley in iy44.

Alfred Higley settled on his homeste^ by
was near Kesmer's at the i^o^the^ost and their things across the lake. He
holding the job of postmaster. He : ^^til he died. He helped with the ro^ to
continued to be important to the J^^oint. Alfred’s son Orte started the Quinault
Humptulips and was 097 Quinault was a town with approximately 100 settlers.

!fhii:]ch^fofrwi-(-w
The same science “'l*=f''."°‘°®^^''““^e^mtostaSdK®nSlroprotec*preserve, ml

realizLg the importance of the view,^d to house a local ecology which we
resource is needed to create o u ^an culture which depends on this local ecology. In
are responsible to contmue as well the hu^ side^of Quinault Lake to the Olympic Nauonal 
1940 a Presidential Procli manon added north s taking long term plans of development. 
Park. This act hindered *e occupant of thaUa to *Sk for the sLcess of the Quinault Lodge.
However, the Higley's did have toims *P. their energy into carrying on

controversy with the Department of the Interior. 
Parkin 1987. ........--
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ROOSE'S PRAIRIE HOMESTEAD

Page 9



HISTORIC HOMESTEADS OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK

Site History

Roose's prairie homestead was settled around 1908 by Peter Roose, a Swedish immigrant who 
came to America in the early 1900's. He was with the second wave of Scandanavian settlers to 
come to the Ozette Area of the Olympic Peninsula in Washington state.

Eric and Nels, Peter's brothers, and one sister also immigrated to the U.S.A. and 
it was Nels who built the first cabin on Roose's Prairie.

Peter had first settled in Everett or Puyallup, Washington . His girlfriend was a school teacher in 
the community and according to a written account of his life by his niece, "he owned a car and 
dressed nicely." When Peter found out that he had tuberculosis and ulcers, he left his girlfriend 
and moved to the cabin on the prairie about 1908.

The homestead was located near Lake Ozette, about two miles from the Cape Alava trail. Another 
Trail from the prairie to the Pacific ocean ended near Cannonball Island, where Washington State 
now has an archaeological site. Peter's neighbor was Lars Ahlstrom another Swede from the same 
town of Volman, Sweden. Lars settled on a prairie just south west of Roose's Prairie. Although 
Peter had a good relationship with brother Eric, who settled in Port Angeles, his relationship with 
Ahlstrom was less than friendly. They quarreled constantly and often ciid not get along even 
though they did work at the same mill camps.

Roose's prairie included a number of structures which were built from the timber cut on Roose's 
property. The history of the first cabin is uncertain, however, in the late 1920's, Peter built his 
own small house. He also constructed a saw mill, perhaps prior to his cabin which housed a 
motor from a floundered ship and brought to the prairie on the Cape Alava trail by a Go devil, a 
triangular horse drawn sled. Peter also built a bam which housed sheep and a horse, an Australian 
shee^og named Spence and a chicken. His livelihood depended on his resourcefulness including 
raising sheep selling the pressure cooked and canned mutton to the lightships located off of Cape 
Alava. He had between 20 - 30 ewes and at one time, had as many as 70 sheep. The prairie was 
probably fenced to keep animals out of his vegetable gardens. They grazed in the open ares of the 
prairie which possibly had been cleared by Indians prior to his occupation of the site. He also sold 
strawberries and raspberries that he grew on the homestead.

Peter was a good carpenter like his father and he built the structures that are on the homestead site. 
He was hired to supply wood for the school at Lake Ozette that was built in 1927.

Roose had a good relationship with the Indians of the peninsula. To prove they were not hostile, 
they would put their weapons on the wood block when they visited Roose at the homestead. They 
would come to Roose when they needed things and they would bring items to trade for their 
necessities.

Roose was thought to be eccentric by his niece who often visited and invited Roose to visit her 
family. He was a good conversationalist when the mood struck him and he got along with most 
people who referred to him as 'Prairie Pete'. He would receive letters from his sister in Sweden 
askmg him why he lived alone and away from other people and this bothered him. Gertrude, his 
niece constantly reassured him that it was fine to live the way he did.

In 1940, Roose was told by a doctor that he had cancer. He had never wanted to see a dentist and 
tended to his own dental needs himself by using a hammer and chisel to pull his own teeth. He 
would not get false teeth. This self-inflicted dentisffy may have been the cause of his mouth cancer. 
Although he received treatment, his cancer seemed to have spread more rapidly after this. He 
thought the cancer may have been caused when he scalded his mouth while drinking something to
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hot He lived only two years after this. Although there is some discrepancy about this, Gertrude 
said he died about 1943-4, while his great nephew thought he died in 1948.

Roose did not want anyone to pay for his funeral because he knew the state would pay for it. 
Gertrude and her husband did not think this would be a proper funeral so they Pf d for a better 
one Relatives were said to have taken few possessions after he died and Lars Ahlsttom shot 
Roose's old chicken. Peter Roose is believed to be buried at Sea View Cemetery in Port Angeles,
Washington.

Site Description
Located within the rainforest on the Olympic Peninsula, Roose's Prairie exists as a cleared area in a 
landscape of lush vegetation. The site is an intrigumg, mysterious place. It has a sense ot 
abandonment that compels the visitor to explore and interpret what might have been when it was a 
working homestead. A description of Roose's Prairie begins at the trailhead leading to the site.

Parking is available at the Ozette Ranger Station and from here a boardwalk trail leads off into the 
dense rainforest The trail is very old but is well maintained. There is evidence of new structural 
reinforcements along the trail. The boardwalk follows the natural topography of the landscape 
carrying the visitor through the forest, past lichen covered trees and thickets of huckleberries.

About forty-five minutes down this trail one leaves the boardwalk and heads northward along 
another trail. This second trail is not nearly as well defined and at points is no more th^ a 
suggestion of a cleared path in a landscape of thick shrubby growth. Appoximately fifteen 
minutes into the walk the trail seems to end at a thick stand of salal. At the other side of this 
vegetation the landscape suddenly opens up into the clearing of Peter Roose s homestead. Itie 
mSn house and the well can both be seen from this point. There is a sign on the house explaining 
some of its history, and although it is locked, viewing though the windows is encouraged (See 
Photos). From the front of the house, looking north, one can see the immediate prai^ and a bam 
in the distance. The prairie, as well as the site in general, is in a state of transition. The 
surrounding rainforest is fast encroaching on the formerly cleared area. E\ndence of succession 
including small trees, overgrown fencelines,and a thick shrubby layer can be found throughout the 
site (see photo). Many of the special mysterious qualities that charactenze the homestead are due to 
this "state of transition".
About 150 feet west of the main house is a root house (see photo). The structure is reasonably 
intact and one can find relic tools inside of the building. Thirty feet north of this building are me 
remains of what was once a sawmill (see photo). In the surrounding wooded area are piles ot cut 
wood, shingles, and various pieces of old machinery.
Back out on the prairie it is difficult, but possible to follow the fencelines defining the perirneter of 
the area. There are both picket and split-rail fences. Their condition ranges from relatively intact to 

rotting posts and fallen rails.
The bam on the homestead is located in the northeast comer of the praine (see photo^ There is 
evidence of a former extension of the bam visible on the north side of the structure. East ot the 
bam the land takes on the characteristics of a bog and bracken ferns become the predominant 
vegetation. Throughout the site signs of wildlife are apparent.
South of the barn, almost completely engulfed by vegetation, is the outhouse. By picking one s 
way through the shrubs, it is possible to gain access to and inspect this rapidly decaying structure.

Page 11



. HTSTORTC HOMESTEADS • OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK •_

Directly west of the outhouse, around a large stand of trees and shrubs, are the well, a birdfeeder, 
and the main house. To the north of this area, completely obscured by a band of hemlock and 
spruce, there is a second prairie. This second prairie is much larger, but like the first it is 
undergoing a natural successional process.
Spruce and hemlock comprise most of the surrounding woodlands. Salal exists in abundance 
ttooughout most of site, often forming dense, virtuaUy impenetrable mats. There is a large cherry 
tree northeast of the main house, and additional cherry trees towards the northwest comer of the 
immediate prairie. Nettles surround the edges of the bam, with ilex and digitalis also noted in this
area.
Roose's Prairie is a site that few people know about, and fewer still have experie^ed. It exists as 
a relic homestead within a dynamic landscape depicting the pioneer history of the Olympic 

Peninsula.

Management Guidelines ________ __________________________ —
The studio developed the following management guidelines as proposals for the Roose's Pr^e 
site. Some of the guidelines were accepted unanimously by the studio, while others were ol 
minority acceptance or rejected.

Unanimous acceptance 
Prevent further decay of buildings 
Clear fencelines of vegetation 
Clear sightlines to north prairie areas 
Upgrade interpretive displays 
Protect site in state of transition
Retain prairie as viable historic site within Olympic National Park

Minority acceptance
Clear and maintain trail to prairie site
Clear fields
Remove all vegetation determined older than 40 years old 

Rejected
Restore immediate prairie to 1930 state 
Replace orchard trees 
Restore fallen buildings
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Site History

Kestner Higley Homestead is the oldest surviving setder-built homestead still existing in the 
Quinault Valley on the Olympic Peninsula, Washington.It was established by Anton and Josepha 
Kesmer, Austrian immigrants , who came to the valley in the 1890's. Anton took a homestead 
grant in 1891 and Josepha joined him with their two sons Joseph Andotto in 1892. Mrs. Kestner 
was one of the first white woman to settle in the Quinault valley.

During their first winter in the valley, they lost practically everything .including their first house in 
the high water flood of the Quinault The first house was built on land which Anton cleared the 
difficult way by cutting .burning and digging the forest by hand and without clearing equipment. 
At this time the area was covered with old growth fir, spruce, hemlock and cedar. The materials 
were moved to the site by go-devil drawn by oxen. Jiie buildings were constructed by cutting the 
cedar into usable river split boards. The huge trees were felled with an axe, then cut into desired 
lengths and split into boards with wooden wedges that were forced into the logs with crab apple 
wood mallets. After the first house was washed away with the flooding of the Finley Creek which 
flooded into Kestner Creek they established their second on the present site.

This second house was built around 1900 and was considered one of the most substantial houses 
in the area. It was built with more modem tools such as iron wedges and sledge hammers, crosscut 
saws and levels and rivets for splitting shakes. The house was built of logs hewn on four sides to 
6"x 6" thickness. They were covered by hand-shaved shakes and scaled inside with split cedar 
boards , hand-plained, rabitted and then laid vertically. This covers the exterior of the house and 
hides the fact that it is a log house. Concrete was not available, so the cedar foundation logs were 
laid on the ground full size.

Site Description_____________________________ _

The Kestner-Higley homestead site is a landscape of many facets within a very unique rainforest 
environment. The feeling created by people's intervention is still present within the existing 
fencelines and makes for a distinct sense of place.

Access to the Kestner - Higley homestead site is obtained in two ways: walking an old logging 
road west and to the north of the Quinault Ranger Station, and a drive east and nonh from the 
station of five minutes. The walking route is a journey through second growth forest of bigleaf 
maple. Hemlock, Sitka Spruce, vine maple, red alder, salmon berry, blackberry, huckleberry, and 
various other second growth species. Also evident are the large stumps from old growth lumber 
harvesting, and some older trees which were a result of historic selective cuttings. Also seen on 
the logging road trail are an old rusting tmck body and a large log skid which indicate the prior use 
of the area. The first glimpse of the homestead is the large bam appearing on the edge of the 
existing homestead clearing. The auto route follows North Shore road east and north to Canoe 
Creek road. Just north of this intersection on Canoe Creek road is the eastern entrance to the 
homestead.
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bam at end of logging road trail

The homestead is an area comprised of cleared land, formerly cleared land, land in various stages 
of succession, planted areas, a complex of buildings, a bridge, fences and other miscellMeous 
materials associated with the function of farming and ranching. The buildings are in various states 
of disrepair. The largest and most prominent building is the bam. It is an example of the timber 
frame construction historically used for this type of structure. Parts of the bam are in a dilapidated 
condition. Just across the path and to the north and east is a small shed which has fallen. To the 
east of the fallen shed is a covered- open shed stmcture. There is a pit under the roof of this 
strucmre most likely used for vehicle maintenance. Directly east of the bam is a small, one room 
building which is standing and appears sound. Because of its location this building could have 
served as the root cellar or tac room for the homestead. East of this stmcture is the house, which 
exists in two distinct parts indicating an addition at some time during the homestead's history. 
South of the house in the orchard area is a small shed, which is half fallen, and was most recently 
used as storage of a children's playhouse. Because of its location, historically it was probably 
used for stock related activities. North of the house is a large metal shed, the most recent addition 
to the complex of buildings. It seems to be a general purpose storage facility. The final stmcmre, 
other than the bridge and fences, on the site is a smaU shed to the east of the metal shed. This shed 
has a small inclosed room and a small covered area connected to it.
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bam, root csUar, and house

«lif#islHflipf|iLroachment of the forest. To the nonh of the bam is a flat^assy ^a where an old juiced truck
and other old vehicles along with other scrap has been left, ^e northern
forest vegetation which has grown up on the banks of a small season^ .
northeast to southwest through the site. This vegetanon also creates ^e southern
northern pasture areas. There are two large and distinct areas wiAin the northern-most fencehnes.
The western portion is a grassy pasture being quickly overtaken by young ^der species
succession. The eastern portion is an area which has been planted in
are ten to fifteen years old and seem to have been specifically placed. The norther^ most fences on 
the site separate this pasture area from a once clear cut area now existingm the midst o 
succession. There are multiple signs of bear, elk and deer in this area, pe eastern most boundary 
of the homestead is Canoe Creek road. The eastern entrance to the site begms a dm ^adpbch 
runs west to the complex of buildings through a grassy area of the southern pastures. These ^eas 
are divided into a western unfenced area and a fenced area closer to the pildings wpre the fences 
have been upgraded to accommodate stock animals. Between this fenced area and the split-rail 
fence of the orchard, the road runs north and south from the buildings to Nor J Shore road, it 
crosses Kestner creek (the site's southern border) via an old wooden bndge which is somewhat 
dilapidated and presently closed from vehicular use.

Page 21



I
I
f

• HISTORIC HOMESTEADS « OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK •

«a # f S' -fg. —■ ■—-

‘ A-■'1

r t ■

-J“* ■» " -SiS » ~ -S'' *■ 4>. '. .x> ■;■■... -4

landscape (looking south)

Page 22



i
<

i
m
i

. ►'A--'Jk£ A^-c/At,
Ai^-riveu'< MZ'

p-rfenefe s^.c-^jicg

°^ rc\<O'^^0

SiTAP

.5 -^'i.
T’ - ■? ^1

OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK-WASHINGTON 

HISTORIC HOMESTEAD STUDY 

KESTNER-HIGLEY 

HOMESTEAD

_50^im___OT

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON - EUGENE, OREGON 

department of landscape architecture

LA489 STUDIO, FALL 1989



. htSTORIC homesteads ■ OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARKj.

ponion of .he —-s
rSd"on S -“aced in 1948 wid. concre« piera. Tl.e ateep gable roof a.

the south portion is constructed of log rafters.

!SSfw‘ro»S™.SS.B» 1... J ra.1). !.«■

drain the south roof.
The hon.ea.ead ia compriaed of -V^ea o^d^a^^«-
sash remain, but many have been replace sliding glass doors. The intenor

This 11/2 srory rectangular dudding^^aonsTO^ of rou^ hCTn Sen’md sheathed wi*
s"u??ft^n iS*. Th/north gable

sMng. The f°“"da““‘°ga ^ ™“^°has to die east side; a shed roof supponed by
piers and large pieces of logs. A shelter . l^gen nailed shut. A
p"&e“S the «k shed ^ -u^ard door accesses dte south
fide X south door has one light. A loft is accessed from a ladder.

?j:;"bam is a very tegular and r^bling ~“KatefrdrvSSmu&*- 

P“?T „fTr; ari?Se“ widi cedar shakes about 2 fee. i? length, ^d son.

bam. The south side or tne nam uas siitixgabel. Rough posts or logs support these extensions.

S5A“ . 7“ “JlSKfilhS'S’.S".™''

Page 24



HISTORIC HOMESTEADS « OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK ■

Vehicle Repair Shed
This one story post and beam structure has a log and timber foundation. The gable roof is 
sheathed with cedar shakes. The structure was used for vehicle maintenance. Vehicles were 
driven in at the east end onto two boards located over an access pit. A platform is located at the 
west end.

Metal Shed
This two story rectangular shed is of post and beam construction with wood roof trusses. Both the 
roof and walls are clad with standing rib metal sheathing. The east side has two large sliding doors 
and a plywood door. The west side has one large and one small sliding door. All doors are 
sheathed the same as the walls and roof. Two small metal sliding windows are located on the 
south side.

Oil and Gas Shed
This 11/2 story rectangular building has a timber foundation. The shed area to the north is of 
wood frame construction clad with corrugated metal sheathing. The gable ends are clad in cedar 
shingles. The gable roof on the north has exposed rafters and cedar shakes. The lean-to addition 
to the south has a cedar shake roof that extends from the ridge of the main gable. This post and 
beam lean-to has a timber foundation which supports a loading dock.

mi
Homestead, looking southwest
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CONCEPT
Upon arriving at the Kestner-Higley Homestead, it becomes apparent that it is a special historic 
place. The conditions that exist on the site; the building cluster and it's relationship to the 
surrounding open fields, remnant orchard, overgrown fencelines, invite the visitor to explore and 
try to understand the historic uses of the buildings and the landscape.

The design concept for the homestead is rooted in reflecting the current historical "feeliiig" of the 
site. By transforming the currently unoccupied site into an actively used area where visitors can 
participate in various activities, it becomes possible to enhance the visitors experience of this 
special place. The concept can be summarized as enhancing the experience of exploring and 
interpreting at the Kesmer-Higley Homestead by encouraging visitors to actively use the homestead 
and interact with the surrounchng landscape.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES_________________ _______________

Restore (ADAPTIVE RE-USE)
*Bam***,Tack Shed, Utility Shed, Vehicle Repair Shed, *Orchard
Mamrain *exi.«;Tinp cleared fields (grazing anim^s),*existing fencelines (repair and replace as 

necessary)
Construct *Fire Ring (see design drawing),*Picnic Shelter***,*New Building***
Remove *Green Metal Shed, *Rehc Automobiles
Develop*Trail System-Loop trail hnking Homestead to Quinault Ranger Station. Will be a well- 
defined, gravel trail with areas of boardwalk where it crosses
especially wet areas and stream beds.—On site interpretive trails will be defined, compacted gravel 
trails through the wooded areas of the site. Where the trails cross open fields, they will be 
informal, implied trails.

***See "Design" description for further explanation.

DESIGN____________________ ________________________
The overall design involves adaptive re-use of the homestead, converting the site into a retreat 
facility that accommodates groups as weU as individuals. The design preserves and enhances ^e 
historical qualities that exist on the site while increasing the visitor's interaction with the buildings 
and surrounding landscape. The core area of the site includes the historic building cluster, 
orchard, new building, picnic shelter, and adjacent field. The bam will ^ restored md converted 
into a facility for group meetings, dances and covered sitting areas. It will maintain its mstic 
character so that the visitor will have the experience of being in a historic bam when using this 
facihty.
Adjacent to the bam will be the new building facility. The building will contmn sleeping, kitchen, 
and bathroom facihties to accommodate 25 visitors. The building will be designed and constmcted 
to reflect the same time period as the bam and other historic buildings on the site. A caretaker will 
reside in the main house and be in charge of managing the facility.

Parking for visitors will be adjacent to the new building and will be visually screened from the core 
area by vegetation. When necessary, additional parking can be accommodated in the open field 
just south of the entry road onto the site. The tree line marking the northern boundary of the core
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area will be extended southward. Additional trees and shrubs typical of the adjacent woodlands 
will be added in this area.
At the edge of this tree line will be a covered picnic shelter. It will consist of a barbeque area, 
covered seating and will be situated so as to encourage picknicking in the surrounding field The 
field, at the heart of the site surrounded by buildings and woodlands, will be planted in native 
grasses and kept cleared.

A trail system will be established throughout the site in order to guide visitors to some of the more 
interesting areas of the surrounding landscape, and will control the environmental impact of foot 
traffic on the site. The fields that are currently cleared will retain this quality, via grazing, as this 
open characteristic is vital to the overall historic feeling that currently exists on the site.

A loop trail wiU be developed linking Quinault Ranger Station to the homestead. Although the site 
will be a retreat facility, visitors will be welcome to visit the site on a more informal basis. Many 
of these visitors will originate at the ranger station. Interpretive information alxjut the site and its 
history will be available at the ranger station as well as on-site. This information will outline the 
trail system and encourage self-guided interpretive walks throughout the area.

In the woods, a few minutes walk northeast of the new building, a outdoor fire ring will be 
constructed. Its function is to provide a special place for informal outdoor meetings (especially 
evening meetings). It will be a covered facility accommodating 25-30 people (see design 
drawing).

NATIONAL REGISTER

The Kesmer-Higley Homestead site does not qualify for nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places. The "period of significance" of the site spanned from 1890-1920. This is the 
time when the Kesmers pioneered the area, cleared the land and established their homestead. The 
major impact that the Kesmers had on the landscape was "opening up" large areas of what was 
rainforest and using these areas fo farm and graze animals.

The site is one of the last remaining examples of a pioneer homestead in Olympic National Park 
and in the Pacific Northwest, thus it is a significant historic site. The main characteristic that 
reflects the "period of significance" is very large areas of cleared rainforest. The natur^ 
successional process occurring in the encroaching rainforest has changed this characteristic 
significantly. Short of reclearing many acres of rainforest in an attempt to reinstate the open fields 
as they occurred during the site's "period of significance", it is not possible to assess the site as 
having integrity. Because of this lack of integrity, the site no longer reflects the "period of 
significance" and thus is ineligible for National Register nomination.
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I think this place should be preserved. The reason is it's significance as the only homestead in the 
Ouinault valley that has all its original buildings. To me it also signifies the difficulty of people 
living in the rainforest. The endless struggle between man and nature. The forest trying to reclaim 
its land and man trying to keep his land cleared.

The clearing in the rainforest reminds me of the paradise garden in the desert, /^ey may not seem 
to have anything in common but if you look closer you will find many similarities. Both the desert 
and the rainforest are very dynamic and powerful landscape; One so dry and changeable and does 
not seem to be a place that any living thing is to be found. The other a place that is always wet and 
steady and full of life where ever you look. Then man comes along and makes a landscape that is 
opposite to its surrounding landscape. The paradise garden having water and luscious green plants 
and plenty of shade in the middle of the desert. The clearing in the rainforest allows sunbeams to 
reach the ground dry up the soil and aUows grasses to grow. Neither of these places could exist 
without man's attention. To water the plants so they will not be dried up by the sun and to clear 
the fields from all succession.
The site has a theatrical feeling to it. It is like a play that can be approached in many ways. You 
can take different paths to reach the high point of the play, the cluster of buildings that are the 
center of the homestead.
One path is the Rainforest path. You feel the power of the forest all around you and then you reach 
the clearing, the power of man approaches and right there at the edge is the battlefield. The 
battlefield of man and nature. This is a very powerful spot and you have a view through the north 
field and you experience succession in the field closest to you. This path will then take you to the 
cluster off buildings. You will approach them at an angle that will pve you a magnificent view of 
the mountains, on a clear day. You then walk through a field of wild grasses to the buildings.

Another path that can be taken is the historic entrance. First you take the river path from the ranger 
station, it will take you to the historic entrance. You walk over the bridge and the only thing you 
can see is a huge big leaf maple tree and the beginning of the orchard. Little bit former and you 
will start to see the buildings. You walk up to them with powerful landscapes on either side. The 
orchard is one side and the open field on the other.

The third path you can take is from the gravel parking area. You w^ through a gate that is, a 
common looking "country gate" and the first thing you experience is a open field. Then you see 
the beginning of the orchard, and httle by little you see the whole homestead, this is a very 
beautiful walk towards the buildings.
The cluster of buildings are the center of the homestead and the center of the play. The interpretive 
center in the bam and sheds is the manuscript for the play.

My design is to enhance the beauty of this place to make it a memorable visual experience for 
people who visit it.
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MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS

Fields:
*The north pasture, allowed to be in succession for 10 years, Then cleared and allowed another 10 
year succession. This is done for interpretive reason, to allow people to experience how fast the 
forest takes over.
*The Douglas fir on one half of the nonh pasture, allowed to grow. But a clearing of few trees is 
necessary to establish a vista from the rainforest trail through the two pastures.
*Other fields, mowed once a year to inhibit natural succession.
*The fenced off field next to the house is to be used by the caretaker to graze his animals. 

Caretaker:
*Caretaker, living on the site, to give the site some life, protect it and keep it in good condition. 

Buildings:
♦Restore house for the caretaker to live in.
♦Restore bam and sheds. To be used as an interpretive center. There, artifacts as well as history 
description and historic photographs will be on a display. Part of the bam is to be used to house 
the caretakers animals
♦ Road center mowed once a year. Road center mowed to keep the grasses from getting too tall and 
taking over the road.
♦ Adapt logging road for a trail, called the Rainforest trail. Keep the trail cleared and regrade in 
places that tend to pond.
♦ Restore historic bridge, and make it safe for pedestrians.
♦ Restore orchard. Restore it with apple, cherry and peach trees. Old varieties preferred.
♦ Restore fences in existing fields. Restore fences but keep them open in places so elk can graze 
through.
♦ Build a new gate at the north east entrance.
♦ Take out the green metal shed. It does not belong with the other buildings and it detracts from the 
beauty of the place.
♦Build a fence from the north pasture fence towards the house and all the way to one of the sheds. 
(See design). Within the fence a wild grasses are planted to enhance the beauty of the homestead. 
♦Clean the homestead of all garbage and old cars. Some might be considered as artifacts and 
should then be placed in the bam or one of the sheds.

THE NATIONAL HISTORIC REGISTER

To be ehgible for the National Historic Registrar a site has to have significance, be at least 50 years 
old and have integrity. The Kesmer/Higley homestead is significant. It is the only homestead in 
the Quinault valley that has all its original buildings. The homestead is older then 50 years, it was 
built in 1893. But the site does not have integrity. The house has been changed dramatically and 
the other buildings have deteriorated badly. The landscape has also changed a lot. Many fields are 
overgrown and are no longer recognizable as fields. This has happened within the last 50 years.
For these reasons I believe this site has lost its integrity.
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an adaptive reuse plan for kestner higley
HOMESTEAD__________________ __________________
Design Concept and Management Goals for Kestner- Higley Homestead as 
Kestner Crossroads, An Artists' Colony
Kestner/Higley Homestead is the last of the pioneering homesteads in the Quinault Valley. 
Because of this, it has a special place in the history of the area.

uTthat would enhance and protect its integrity, it wouid stnnulate interest and acttvity in the 

regional.
An adaptive re-use plan for the Kestner Hgley site would breath new life and add to mregrity 
of the site and the region. As the term Homestead implies, the site was developed as a home 
through the domestication and working of the land around it by farmmg.

In order to keep the Homestead alive the site must be occupied by people who 
In this case another layer would be added to the idea of Homesteading which would have ^ople 
passively working with the land. It would once again be a home to guest staying at the lodge . 
^ese guests would be a connection of artists ranging from “^“Sicjans and painters to 
photoCTaphers, sculptors and writers. They would be the stewards of the land, drawmg 
inspiration from the surroundings and recording its visual qualities.

I DESIGN MANAGEMENT GOALS AND PROGRAM

I Goals:

• To add to the integrity of a historic site
• Prepare Kestner for the future "Kestner in 2000"
• Provide simple accommodations for artists staying at the site
• Provide an area where local residents and groups of tourists, etc. can 

enjoy the "fruits" bom by the artists working at the Homestead - art
exhibits, recitals, concerts, workshops, etc. • u u

• Restore and preserve the exterior of buildings to 1930 s style with the
exception of the green and white tin shed.

• Preserve existing orchard and restore full fruiting potential to complete
the orchard.

• Preserve upper meadow in its present state .
• Renovate the original house to simple and elegant lodging and dining 

facility for up to fifteen guests.
• Keep fields and pastures around buildings clear
• Renovate existing structures for proposed uses such as bam for studio 

spaces by reinforcing structure, adding nonh sky lights, windows where
appropriate, stairs, electricity, etc. i

• Renovate tin shed by retaining structure but removing tin and making it 
out of concrete or wood or material of best sound quality

• If not viable then build a new studio and renovate the tin shed as practice 

area
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. Make appropriate entrances, paths, trails, parking to fulfill user needs
• Restore fences that are functional, unique of example of style that 

contribute to the site
• Construct gardens and transition spaces, meditation and outdoor work 

areas that are appropriate to the site without sacrificing the last of
• oS^^eeting area 'Celebration Meadow' for large attendance functions
• Preserve the landscape for the future by retaining all elements which 

make it appealing today and enhancing and adding to those which would 
benefit the site in the future.
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aericulmral property from its original settling in the 1890s until it was purebred by the Nanond 
pS; Service in the 1980s. The site has been put to a variety of uses, from subsistence farmmg to 
logging ranching and tree farming. However, the basic character of the land; o^n, cleared and 
fenS fields, remains. The relationship of the buildings to the land and the location and size of 

the building cluster have also been retained.

THE DESIGN

The challenge in this project and the goal of the design concept are to prese^e *e existing historic 
character of iie landscape, to enhance it historic qualities where possible and to interpret the site s

entries and interpretive center reflect the original planting along the orchard fence.

The National Park Service will stabilize the bam and outbuildings and will adapt the metal bam for 
use as the interpretive center for the site. The interpretive center con^s mterpretive display areas 
and restrooms. The building is surrounded by a covered w^way which provides visitore ^ 
opportunity to observe the homestead landscape, protected froin inclement weather. An adjacent 
gravel parking lot contains spaces for seven cars and the inowed field to the west provides 
werflow parking for an additional ten vehicles. A planting of big leaf maples at the north end of 
the building softens the edge and eases the building into the landscape.

The Kestner-Higley house will be used for NPS employee housing and will ntit be open to the 
public. About seven acres of fenced, overgrown fields wiU be restOTed to their o^md ope 
character. Pedestrian access from the Quinault Ranger Station to the homestead is ^proved by the 
development of a boardwalk interpretive trail Unking the existog Maple Glen 
logging road. Constmetion of a new trail leg runmng from the homestead to the Ranger Station 
along Kestner Creek creates a loop traU about one mile long through the ramforest. Addition^ 
trails leave from the homestead trailhead at the interpretive center, circlmg to the northeast through 
the clearcut and tree farm areas. A spur trad climbs the logged slope above the homestead for a 
view of the site and the surrounding forest. The trails provide opportunities to mterpret the varied 
land uses, as well as the natural processes of succession and re growth.

The orchard will be restored using the original Quinault apples and other homestead fruit tree 
varieties. The orchard will be open to the public for piclang.
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While *e |

teNpTro which the re^ibiliV te^ainKnScfStotoation

exception of the house, all builings associated with ranching activities. To the extent
will be available to the leaseholder for uses as j u„_ a u fences are to be stabilized andpo^Me the pubUc p^tut^s vSll beTvSo^d for grazing
S”SSS”t“un"guideUnes for leasing historical or agricultural properties.

CONCLUSION

Tl.arestoradonofd.ef.eldsreestablist.sd.etot^creM _
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ASSESSMENT OF HISTORIC INTEGRITY

CONDITION 

QUALITY

location

DESIGN
-Form, plan, 
spatial organization

SETTING
-Physical environment

MATERIALS
-Construction materials, 

vegetation

WORKMANSHIP 
-Fences, buildings

FEELING 
-Sense of past time

1939

E-n=i

1989

-Fields overgrown 
-Tree planting 
-1970s building

O
-Fields overgrown 
-Fences obscured

CD
-Orchard lost 
-Fields overgrown 
-Metal building

O
-Additions to house 
-Condition of buildings 
-Wire mesh fences

CD

ASSOCIATION 
-Link with historic 
events, continued use

-Metal building 
-New cars 
-Wire mesh fences

-Unoccupied 
-Abandoned fields 
-Few animals

PROPOSED

:

o
-Restored fields

I
U

-Restored fields 
-Restored fences

-Restored orchard 
-Restored fields

■Stabilized buildings 
-Restored fences

cDi_r^
-Adapted building 
-Restored fences

J

-Occupied house 
-Restored fields 
-Ranching activities

-HISTORIC INTEGRITY 
MAINTAINED

o-SOME NON-HISTORIC 
INTRUSIONS, SOME 

INTEGRITY MAINTAINED
-SIGNIFICANT NON-HISTORIC 

INTRUSIONS
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The Kestner-Higley homestead has an integrity reflected in its history and ecological continuum. 
The uniqueness of the landscape is the result of a transformation peipetuated by a settlement pattern 
imponant to the history of the Pacific Northwest and America. The harmonious yet dichotomous 
relationships between people and nature which occur on the this site are the true source of its value.

The Kesmer-Higley homestead is the only example of Settlement Period homesteading in the 
Pacific Northwest on public lands.( Gail Evans pp. 120) It is a landscape representative of the 
effort by early settlers to tame the rainforest lands of the Olyrnpic peninsula, ^e complex of 
buildings, fences, cleared lands, planted orchards, and other interventions within the forest 
ecosystem are the parts which together aeate a special sense of place. The lantkcape existe m 
many stages of succession. It yields a site with a sense of human intervention being reclaimed by 
the force of nature. The clear cuts, the pastures, and the fences are all being absorbed slowly back 
into the forest. The arrangement of buildings is one of the most developed homesteads estabhshed 
in the area. The bam is one of the largest examples of such timber frame architecture built by early 
settlers (Gail Evans pp.l20) These buildings are weathered and faUing. The homestead wimout 
human intervention is clearly in the grasp of nature, -nie balance of the continuum has shifted once 
again, yet for this on going process exemplified by this particular site, it should be eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places.
The ecological continuum presents a wealth of insights and educational possibilities. It presents 
an opportunity for vital human experience with nature, which would serve countless generauons. 
Therefore, a use where the site's wealth would be maximized should celebrate the contmuum of 
nature and the history of humankind within it. An adaptive reuse of limited management, and 
increased interpretation would be the solution. Camp Kesmer, a forest ecology education camp, 
would provide experience and education promoting one of our greatest national treasures, the
forest.
The use would venerate rather than exploit the landscape, and with time would evolve without 
conflict in the continuum. With the exception of the camp use area, immediately surrounttog 
pasmre interpretive pavilions, and circulation systems, the landscape successions would be 
aUowed to continue. Specific "time zones" which exemphfy the stages of landscape co^nuum 
would be identified and utilized as educational resources for ecological mterpretation. 'Hiese 
management guidelines are consistent with the dual character of the National Park Service mandate 
of preservation of resources with access for the public.

A forest ecology camp, whereby the true richness and nature of the landscape will be utilized, 
would be an appropriate use in the continuum of the Kesmer homestead site. The necessity for a 
vital human experience with the forest wiU only increase as our rainforest resources decrease. 1 he 
oppormnity to give the pubUc an educational and enjoyable experience on a histone site within the 
forest oikos is a step in changing the current trends and attitudes about a livmg nauonal treasure.
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The essence of the Kestner/Higley Homestead site, for me both in historical
reality is that of a human-made clearing in the wilderness. Within the open fields ^d orchard, it is

viewed negatively as an example of the human domination of the wilderness, it c^ also be 
anpreciated as a place of great beauty created with hard work and caring in a h^h enviroiment It 
is^Siis relationship between the domesticated landscape of the homestead and the smroundmg 
wilderness that I wish to explore in my design.
Because of the site's association with the homesteading movement in Amenc^^ieve itjjas 
sufficient significance for listing on the National Register of Histone Places(Nl^). In addition, 
the site has strong local importance as one of the onginal and most improved homesteaj in Ae 
Ouinault Valley.lt is also one of the few remaining onginal homesteads within pubhc lands. I do 
not believe, however, that the site retains sufficient integrity to reco^end it fOT placement on the 
NRHP. Unacceptable alterations to the original buildings, the addition of new buil^gs not m 
keeping with the local style, and an extreme dimimshment of the onginal cleanng size constitute a 
severe loss of integrity according to the NRHP criteria.
The location of the site within a wilderness park is a strong influence upon my design response.I 
propose a program of passive- interpretation of the site’s history wthin die wildernessjii^ 
attitudes about wilderness, the lifeways of the early settlers, and the rainforest environment. I also 
propose that the site's current condition as a historical remnant or memory be re-enforced by 
removal of modem intrusive elements and by restoring or stabiliring other onginal structures. 
Enhancement of the Homestead's location within the wilderness is to be achieved by aUowmg 
natural succession to occur on surrounding edges. And as befimng to a wilderness site, access is to 
restricted to pedestrian traffic only.

Management Recommendations
-Restore historic entry and buffer site by purchasing adjacent property to the south.
-Establish visitor parking at the Quinault Ranger Station and at histone entry.Create bus and
^™g*en ?S^ectiOT between Quinault Ranger Station and the Homestead via interpretive trails

-'UoSg road" trail, historic entry , and all trails within site m be b^er-free, interpretive trails. 
-Close Canoe Creek road entry to public. Maintain for intermittent NPS ^ccess only.
-Repair bridge at historic entry and limit vehicular access to intermittent NPS use only.
-Repair fences as indicated. Replace metal wire with split ced^ boards as necessary.
-Replant orchard with homestead varieties and protect from wildlife until matunty.
-Interfere as little as possible with Elk herd. .- Mitigate existing road through site by regrading , installation of crushed aggregate trail, and 
crushed aggregate imbedded in surface for inteimittent vehicular use.
-Remove addition to house and install caretaker. j • • r -r*-
-Restore bam for interpretive displays, museum of homesteading tools, and visitor facilities. 
-Use existing fenced pasture for NPS trail stock.
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t. m
National Register

The
of

^ ir-- _ _ . .
le Ke^iper-Higley homestead has been evaluated for possible inclusion on Ae National Register 

of SistOTC plac«l. By following the guidelines provided, it has been determined that^e site does 
qualify for nomination. Kestner-Higley makes an important contribution to the loc^ history of the 
Dioneer era in the Quinault VaUey. The homestead dates from the early 1890 s, and was one of the 
first sitef to be,settled in the valley. Today it is the only example of this pioneermg venture left on 
publiciy^v^ned land, and is a prime example of this pioneering effort in the valley.

The site does have intrusions, but retains its historic integrity. Some of its ^mjor drawbacks ^e 
recent building modifications and additions, plant succession in abandoned fields, and a small 
amount of non-historic land use. Beyond this, the majority of the land is in it's homestead-era 
condition. The site layout is much the same, and its natural setting still remains within the lush 
rainforest of the Olympic Peninsula. Most importantly however is the fact that the site snU retains a 
strong feeling of isolation: A clearing in the forest. This, more than anything else, gives the site 
an accurate feel of its historic past, and therefore provides integrity.

The period of significance for the site is being called "pre auto", or the early homestead period, 
from the beginning of the 1900's until the late 1920's. This wp the time when the homestead was 
still being carved from the wilderness, for the most part very isolated, and in a subsistence st^. 
With the introduction of the automobile, this isolated existence came to an end as people were free 
to come and go with relative ease.

Concept and Management___________________
The main goal of this project is to preserve, improve, and interpret the site s existin. eeling 
relating to its period of significance. Other important goals include providing for saxc visitor 
access and interpretation of the surrounding natural and cultural landscape elements.

The following management goals have been developed: ^ . u a t, ■
1. Keep land use in its historic state including clearing of pastures, and replanting orchard. Repair 
fenceUne to help define historic land use.
2. Strictly limit all auto access to the site.
3. Adaptively re-use certain elements of the site for NFS functions, such as stock grazing, and 
NFS housing, where appropriate (Year round housing of possibly one family will drastically limit 
the chances of site vandahsm).
4. Remo\ e non-historic structures from the Register designated area. , . _ • j j
5. Bring exteriors of all existing structures to the style of the determined significant period, and 
make buildings structurally sound so as not to be hazardous to visitors.
6. Fassively interpret both historic and natural features on and around the site.
7. Create appropriate access routes to and from ranger station.
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Design Intention
The site design is intended to“give the visitor a feeUng of looking into the past, and to inte^ret 
what this feehng means. By limiting the South entrance to service vehiclp and han^cap drop off 
only ^d by removing the road to the East (dating to 1939) evidence of the automobile age has for 
Sie mSt p^ been bliSiinated from the site. A foot trail wiU provide access from the ranger station 
via an abandoned logging road and new trail onto the West edge of the site. Parkmg will be 
provided near the pld East entr^ce. From the lot the visitor will be taken by bo^dwalk bnefly 
through the rainforest then onto the edge of a pasture. The path wiU then c^ them though a 
series of vistas culminating in a stunning view of the homestead structures, ^is will Fovi^ the 
visitor with a transition from car and parking lot into the isolation of an early homestead within the 

rain forest, within a relatively short period of time.
Once within the site the visitor will begin to understand the Quinault VaUey Homeste^ 
often harsh environment that it attempted to settle. This will be accomphshed through ^ 
interpretive loop trails, interpretive signs, a homestead tools exhibit located m the bam, and from
the landscape itself.

wm help the site to retain its isolated feeling, while at the same time providing access to aU 
interested for years to come, and at a relative low cost.

I
t
I
I
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m
QUINAULT VALLEY PIONEER HOMESTEAD DISTRICT
The interpretation of temperate rainforest ecology as it exists on the western slope of the Olympic 
Mountains is the primary focus of this proposal. More specifically it should illuminate and 
contrast how the rainforest responds to natural disturbances versus human induced disturbances 
in its succession toward vegetation community climax.

What is most revealing about homestead sites is the constant struggle European settlers endured in 
attempting to main^ adequate clearing to produce subsistence crops in the face of constant 
rainforest reclamation. Another major theme to be addressed is evolution of the National Park 
Service response to the existence farm residences within the Olympic National Park boundaries, 
progressing from homeowner distrust and confrontation with the Park Service, eviction and 
eractication of farms, and final reversal of policy. A limited amount of interpretation should be 
dedicated to a brief history of homesteading on the Olympic peninsula, the isolation of Quinault 
Valley from cultural centers and distance from markets for local produce, and land use evolution 
to meet the subsistence/income needs of the Kestner, Higley and Van der Water families.

An issue critical to National Park Service in restoration of cultural sites involves addressing the 
criteria of the National Register of Historic Places, with specific reference to Historic Landscapes, 
ftoject funding appears to be limited if a given site does not meet the criteria for integrity and 
significance. In the case of the Kestner property, there is insufficient evidence to conclude that a 
continuum of use is present and can be reasonably restored. This is tied with the inability to 
isolate any particular historic period. The absence of significant personages, artistry or anticipated 
future historical information coming to light also preclude Register nomination. However, in the 
interest of economics and goodwill with peninsula residents interested in preserving their cultural 
heritage, the Park Service would be well advised to preserve the Kestner property. Its greatest 
value, however, lies in its educational value to park visitors, as has been noted above.

The adjacent property to Kestner, namely the Quinault Ranger Station receives approximately 
4000 visitors annually. A comparable number of visitors is likely to visit a rehabilitated Kesmer 
Homestead in its initial years. Considering that the principle design objective of the site is passive 
rainforest ecology interpretation, no on site year-round management would be required. Active 
interpretation, particularly as it regards fall harvesting in the orchard could be handled by docents 
of the Olympic Natural History Association. The principle role of the Park Service would lie in 
the area of physical maintenance of the Homestead. This would include initial restoration of 
structures and fencing, orchard restoration, wildlife habitat enhancements, construction of a new 
public entry, and annual vegetation removal in pasture and public areas where animal grazing has 
been insufficient.

DESIGN PROPOSAL COMPONENTS: 
...Low visitor use.
...Restricted to pedestrian/ handicapped access.
...N.P.S. service vehicles restricted to Canoe Creek Road entry only.
...Rainforest Ecology interpretive loop trail originating from Van der Water homestead, utilizing 
abandoned Kestner logging road in pan, to connect with Kesmer-Higley site.
...Handicapped access trails leading to homestead structure core and rainforest succession 
demonstration area, constructed from crushed granite.
...Adaptive reuse of homestead structures or rehabilitation to t.r;..porary occupation standards. 
j..Barn to used as principle static interpretive display site emphasis of culmral issues, i.e. 
homesteading. Park Service/landowner relations over the yeai .s.
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Residence to be used by the Olympic Natural History Association for offices and storage, and

grazini supplies and equipment

^^Orchard should be restored to former boundaries, using histo^ Quinault fruit tree cultiv^s. 
‘.'.’.Schard should be harvested in fall by the public under O.N.H.A. supervision, with a cide

”l'ldSd Bees and Mazzaid cherries and crabapples located along
ihonldte pruned and maintained annually by N.P.S.,particularly for wildlife enhancement.

Writing pTtSrershould be expanded vrith additional split rail fencing to encompass a 
rombined upper pasture/ homestead core for authorized livestock grazmg. Would serve to 
eradicate enOTaching new growth to aid maintenance of open space on site.
-pylring fpS fen'dng'shoSd'be sekctive^cleaJeTomackberries for increased visibility, 

rainforesfecosystem succession demonstration area. A hiking tr^ should be constructed

'SuiSsS^r“oti“
activity, with periodic harvesting and tree replacement.

fsert tomestead core from upper pasture should be removed 
completely. Other portions should have alders, vme maples and invasive shrubs removed to
"SeSlSSpe Contemplation Retreat should constructed m pasnre^^^
Composed of wood rainshed covering randomly arranged basdt seating blocks. Oriented to view 
orchard, adjacent rainforest and distant view of Col. Bob Peak.

; u.r»w:
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The Kestner-Higley Homestead can be a tool to help the visitor of the Olympic Peninsula 
understand how and why our society has chan^i morally and technologically since the Kestners 
settled in the Quinault Valley in 1893. These cnaihges have lead to the development and realization 
of the Olympic National Park.

W-By reading the Historical Context of the PeninStla as written earlier in this text, one can see the 
settlers intent of clearing land for cultivation become easier as technology advanced. Also, from 
these advancements, people in general learned the importance of protecting our land from 
technology. It put the National Park Service in a strange position to have to tell people land they 
were successfully inhabiting and cultivating needed to be taken away from them. The lesson to be 
learned from this is that more foresight needs tp go into the planning and location of suburb 
expansion and any other housing development; All people should be very aware of this lesson, 
not just those involved in current location problems.

On the Kestner-Higley Homestead this lesson can be presented to the visitor. The bam can be 
used as a starting point. Here the visitor will see the kind of structure which could be built with the 
tools of the early peninsula settler. The tools said process can be presented. Stories about the 
process of living here from the beginning untihpresent times can be presented both written and told 
by the live in park personnel. As technology advanced, new tools were used. The tools used for 
each level of repair to the site, can be presented as the first. Signs can be posted on all the 
buildings to indicate their original purpose. Signs can also be posted on all the fences to indicate at 
what point the Kestners and Higleys were able to clear land how far. Also, the original location of 
the Kesmer's cabin can be shown on a map and it can be explained that these people built in a flood 
plain and so their cabin got washed away during a flood. The impact of the automobile can be 
explained. Also, the imponance of the more ecologically sensitive automobile of today.

It will be valuable to have representatives of the new owner of the homestead to be living on the 
site. This will be the living history aspect of the site. Park service employees have an intent to 
educate visitors about living on earth with respect for ecological systems. They can integrate this 
layer of social understanding into the site by living in the building which has been used for living, 
rather than building another building. They can use new technology, as it develops, to make their 
home more environmentally sensitive and or economical. They can then explain to visitors what 
they are doing. Some of the clearings of land should be left as an ex^ple of the openness vs. the 
forest. These clearings also support grazing wildlife and wildlife which flourishes in the shrubs 
along the edge of the clearing. It can be posted at what time certain areas were left to succession so 
the visitor can see how fast this process is. All this signage can be viewed from the 'boundary 
trail'. Just as the settlers of the 1850's did, we take on the responsibility of settling our land while 
reflecting the moral issues of our time and the technology of our time.
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