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Chapter I 

TES ':AlilGE'S OCCUPY A DJlliGEROUS POSITION THE REBO:IS PR.O:P A.~ 

TO ccm:T&7{-AT?ACK 

Once the terrible fightins of the Jlst had drawn to a close 

Brigadier General Horatio P. Van Cleve found that the slight wound 

which he had received earlier in the day had become unbearably painful, 

Therefore the general found it necessary to turn over the co~~~nd of 

his division to his rankirg brigade co~~nder - Brigadier General 

S=el Beatty.1 

At J a,m, on the lst a courier galloped up to Beatty's head-

f quarters, on a ~~eat lathered horse, with an important message, On 

scanning the dispatch Beatty discovered that it was from his corps 

commancer - l·!ajor General Thomas L. Crittenden, Upon digesting the 

letter's contents, Beatty found that Critteneen tnshed him to cress 

Stones River with his division, and occupy the con~anding ground lying 

to the east of the river, The colonel ~ediately relayed the contents 

of Crittenden's message to his three brigade co~nanders - Colonels 

Benjamin C. Grider, James P, Fyffe, and Samuel '.f. Price,2 

By daybreak Price's brigade which had slept in line of battle 

on the ridge overlooking l·!cFadden1 s l"ord had finished breakfast, Once 

the troops had been fallen in and mustered - the brigade moved for-~ard, 

Proceeded by a strong skirmish line, drawn from the 51st Ohio 1 the 

brigade forded Stones River, Several hundred yards east of the river, 
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the skirmishers established contact with a line of Rebel outposts, 

manned qy troopers dra·~ from Brigadier General John Pegram's brigade, 

Follo~nng a brief, but spirited clash the greycbds beat a hasty re-

tr~at. Price not wishing to bring on a general engagement ordered the 

51st Ohio n:>t to pursue the retreatir.g caval.-ymen,) 

His troops ha•li!"l{; gained the sti?Ul3ted high ground, which lay 

about one-half mile southeast of EcFadden's Ford, Price indicated to 

his regiment commanders where he wished them to deploy their respective 

units, When formed Price's brigade was massed in double line of battle, 

From right to left the initial line consisted of the 51st Ohio, 8th 

Kentucky, a.'lli 35th !ndiana; while the second had the 21st Kentucky on 

the right and the 99th Ohio on the left, The line of battle as fo~ed 

lay perpendi~~lar to the river, with the right flank of the 51st Ohio 

anchored on Stones River, The troops were sheltered in a wooded area 

with a large open field (over one-fourth mile across), to their ~ediate 

front. In this field the oorn stalks from last year's crops were still 

standing, Once he had covered his main line of resistance with a 

strong force of skirmishers, Price permitted his men to lay down and 

take it easy,4 

Beatty's two other brigades - Fyffe's and Grider's - had been 

heavily engaged on t~e Ar~ of the Cumberland's right, near where the 

Asbury and Nashville pL~es intersected, on the previous afternoon, 

Therefore on the morning of the 1st these two brigades had a considerable 

distance to march before reaching McFadden's Ford. Wading across the 
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cold river F,yffe's troops took position in double line of battle on 

the left of Price's brigade - the 44th Indiana and lJth Ohio in advance, 

the 59th Ohio and 86th Indiana in reserve. FYffe unlike Price deployed 

his brigade in the cornfield. There was a gap, of at lcgst a reg~~ental 

front, between the left flark of Price's brigade and the right of FYffe's. 

Fu:tnermore F,yffe's tw~ left flank units (the 13th and 59th Ohio), which 

prolonged the division's main line of resistance to a countrJ lane, were 

unsupported and dangerous~ exposed to aqy Confederate attack having 

its point of origin to the northeast of l':cFadden's Ford. Uke Price, 

F,yffe covered his main line of resistance with a stron~ force of skir-

mishers. Once this h~d been carried out the regimental co~~anders 

directed their men to assume the prone position.S 

TWo of Colonel Grider's regiments (the 79th Indiana and llth 

Kentucky) forded Stones River in the wake of F,yffe's brigade. After 

reaching the river's ri~ht bank these two units took position in the 

hollow between the Hoover house and the ford. Grider's two other re-

giments (the 9th Kentucky and 19th Ohio), in accordance with Beatty's 

orders, were deployed in support of the six guns of the Jd Battery, 

Wisconsin Ught ArtillerJ, on the high grourxi west of HcFadden' s F0 rd. 6 

0~ making a routine inspection of his front, Price noted that 

the Rebels were busy empl.acing a battery (probably Huwald 1 s) some 1200 

yards in advance of his main line of resistance. The brigade commander 

immediate~ relayed this important in!'orrnation to General Beatty. And 

.Beatty in his turn forwarded Price's dispatch to General Crittenden. 
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In rep~ Beatty, about 10 a,m., received permission from his corps 

cOmmander to send a battery across the river, 

Accordingly, the Jd ~isconsin Battery forded the river, and took 

position in the hollm1 south of the Hoover house. (The Federal su=-geoM 

had ncm turned the house into a hospital,) Beatty now recei,red reports 

from Price ar.d Fyffe indicating t~at the mounted Rebel patrols (Pegr~~·s 

troopers), which were in contact with their skirmishers had been re-

inforced by infantry (detachments drawn from Colonel Joseph B. Pab.er' s 

brigade), 

The general now directed the commander of the Jd \lisconsin Battery, 

Lieutenant Cortland Livingston to move his unit to the front, Thundering 

forward the Badgers unlimbered four of their guns in the interval be­

tween the 8th Kentucky and the J5th Indiana, while Lieutenant Hir~~ F. 

Hubbard's section was emplaced on the bluff, where the 51st Ohio's 

right flank rested adjacent to the river. Once their six guns had been 

placed in battery, the Union artillerists opened fire, At first the 

cannoneers concentrated on the Confederate infantry, which had debouched 

from the woods into the cornfield to Price's immediate front. Several 

shells proved sufficient, and the Rebel infantry quickly faded back into 

the woods from whence th~ had come. The infantry dispersed, the Eadgers 

shifted targets, They proceeded to concentrate their fire on Pegra;n's 

troopers. 'rli.tb.i:J:n a few moments the Confederate cavalry had likewise 

been scattered, Livingston then ordered his gunners to cease firir~, 

' Throughout the remainder of the afternoon the artillerists kept a sharp 
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watch to their front for ~~ther signs of Confederate activity, A.~ 

each time that a greyclad patrol ventured out of the woods into the 

cornfield, the guns roared into action. The Southerners were only 

interested in harassing the bbecoats, and not wishing to bring on 

a general engas:ement,. they would quickly fall back into the woods, This 

cat and mouse game, between the Union artillery and the butternut 

patrols, contirrued thro•lghout the entire afternoon, 7 

Some three hours after the Jd Wisconsin Battery had forded the 

rive~ Beatty learned that the left flank of Colonel FYffe's brigade 

was resting in the air and therefore dangerously exposed, In hopes of 

rectifYing this situation the general ordered the two regiments of 

Colonel Grider's brigade, which had remained west of the river to cross, 

Upon fording the river the 9th Kentucky and 19th Ohio reported to 

Grider for orders, The colonel used the two units to extend his flank 

to a point some distance north of the Hoover house,S 

Throughout the early afternoon Beatty continued to receive dis-

turbing messages from the front, These reports seemed to indicate 

that the Rebels agBS.r<ci to be massing troops for a thrust against FYffe's 

exposed left flank. Beatty kept both General Crittenden and Brigadier 

General, John H. Palmer advised of this development. Finally Crittenden 

directed Palmer to reinforce the troops holding the bridgehead, with 

a brigade drawn from his division, Without hesitating a moment PaL~er 

ordered Colonel William Grose to cross the river with his brigade, 

Grose's battered brigade, which had participated in the defense 
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of Round Forest on the 31st, had been held in reserve on the 1st. 

Quick~ mustering his brigade, Grose led his unit across the river, 

Upon reaching the east bank Grose's troops took position north of the 

Roover house, relieving t•~ of Grider's units - 9th Kentucky and 19th 

Ohio. Upon being relieved the t•~ regiments rejoined their parent unit 

in the hollow adjacent to the ford, Beatty then directed Colonel Grider 

to hold his brigade well in hand, ready to move to the point of ~~ger 

on a moment's notice,9 

Beyond some slight skirmishing between the Union outposts "r.d 

Confederate reconnaissance patrols, nothing of importance transpired 

during the daylight hours along the perimeter guarding the approaches 

to the Union bridgehead, Eefore dark Beatty became convinced that the 

Rebels did not contemplace an iMmediate attack on the bridgehead. There-

fore the gmleral permitted the )d ;ofisconsin Battery and Grose's brigade 

to recross Stones River, Upon fording the stream these t>ro units 

bivouacked for the night on the ridge ~ng to the west of HcFadden's 

Ford. 0~ one division- Beatty's with t•~ brigades (Price's and FYffe's) 

deployed in line of battle, and one (Grider's) in reserve would be re­

sponsible for the bridgehead's defense on the night of the lst, 10 

~ was quiet east of the river until about midnight. At that 

time a Confederate patrol launched a sharp attack on one of Price's out-

posts. After a rather brisk fire fight, the blueclads forced the Rebels 

to retire. In repulsing this raid the Federals had one man killed - a 

• private in the 35th Indiana, and two >rounded, 'Nhen they heard the firing 
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on the picket line Beatty's brigade corr~.arners, fearir~ a night at~ack, 

quickly aroused their men. Since the troops constituting Price's and 

Fyffe's brigade had bivouacked in line of battle, they were ready ~or 

battle on a moment's notice, Once the greyclads had fallen back all 

the Yankees, except fer those manning the line of outposts, e.gain dropped 

off to sleep, Rebuffed in their efforts to surprise the foe - the South-

erners made no further attacks on the Union picket line, and the rest 

of the night passed quietly into history, 11 

On New Year's Eve, General Br~~ton Bragg anticipating that the 

Federals would again send a force across Stones River at Hc?adden's Ford, 

su.."l!1Dned !·!ajor General John C. Breckinridge to his GHQ, At this meeting 

Bragg told his subordinate of his .fears. Breckinridge ,,ras directed to 

take one of his brigades and recross the river, Once the Kentuckian had 

gained the east bank of the river, he would hold himself ready to counter 

this move on the Yankees' part, Returning to his headquarters Breckinridge 

called for Colonel Joseph B. PaJJner, and told him to muster his hard-

fighting brigade, Once Palmer had assembled his corr~and, the order to 

march was given. Hoving off into the darkness the troops of PaJJner's 

brigade had all forded the river by 1 a.m. By daybreak PaJJner's men had 

reoccupied the position they had held up until noon on the previous day, on 

the right of Brigadier General Roger '.{. Hanson 1 s crack "Orphan" brigade,l2 

During the day PaJJner sent forth several strong combat patrols. 

These groups moved forward in support of Pegram's troopers, who had 

established contact with Beatty's bluecoats. These patrols upon beir~ 
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exposed to the fire of the guns of the Jd :·Tisconsin Battery 'teat a 

hasty retreat. Outside of these individuals arA Pegr~'s cavalr,;men, 

the Rebel troops stationed on the east bank of Stones River, ke?t a 

respectable distance bet•een them and the Union soldiers holding the 

bridgehead on the lst. In general Sanson's and Palmer's troops, when 

not engaged in drawinb arrunition or cooking rations, reLL~ed and took 

it easy,lJ 

On the morning of the 2d Breckinridge decided tr~t it might be 

a good idea, to ascertain the strength of the Union force holdir.g the· 

bridgehead which covered HcFadden' s Ford. The general placed a member 

of his staff - Lieutenant Colonel John A. Buckner in charge of a strong 

co<tbat patrol. Buckr:er 1 s instructions were to move forward and engage 

the enenv. Buckner's combat patrol consisted entirely of artillo:ry 

(Byrne's Kentucky Battery L4 guniT and the 5th Company of the ·washington 

Artillel"'J L4 gunJ). The colonel was authorized by Breckinridge, to 

call upon the officers commanding the various Confederate out~osts for 

infantry support. While Buckner's group felt the Union left the general, 

accompanied by several staff officers, would reconnoiter the foe's right. 14 

Before reaohir~ the line of Rebel outposts Buckner's combat 

patrdl was joined by a battalion drawn from the 18th Tennessee. This 

infantry force was led by Captain William H. Joyner. Passing through 

the picket line, held by the men of the 45th Tennessee, Buckner's patrol 

emerged from the woods and entered no-l!'.an' s-land. Upon debouching into 

the cornfield the butternuts were fired upon by Union skirmishers. 'Nhile 
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the men of the 18th Tennessee deployed, the cannoneers of the r,va~:c.ino;ton 

Artillery and Bryne's Battery quickly unlin'.bered their eight guns. Once 

the field pieces had been u~bered the artillerists would manr~ndle 

15 then forward. 

Heanwhile Breckirridge's patrol had ridden cautiously forward. 

About 500 yards north~<est of 'dayr..e 1 s Hill the general reached Har.son1 s 

advance line of outposts. These wer~ ~~~~ed by detacr§Bnts drawn from 

the 4th and 9th Kentucky, Captains Christopher Boshe and Thomas Steele, 

the officers in charBe of the pickets, reported to the general. The 

captains told Breckir~idge, that since the area to their immediate !rent 

had been infiltrated by Union snipers, it would be dar~erous for him 

to proceed any further. Breckir:idBe discovering that he was unable to 

get a good view of the Union positions, told the two captains to take 

their ~.en and dri'le in these pesky eneey skirmishers. 16 

After the Kentuckians had carried out this assignment, the general 

was able to gain a vantage point from where he could readily exa=ine 

the Federal bridgehead. Breckinridge was able to observe that the blue-

clud infantry, supported by artillery, had taken up a strong position. 

The Yankees' main line of resistance rested on the crest of a gentle 

slope, which was partially co'!ercd with ti~.l:er. The general noted that 

the foe 1 s line of battle which lay about 1600 yards nor.tlmest of the 

greyclad's position at Wayne's Hill, had been formed at nearly right 

angles to his division's front. However, before the general was able 

to ascertain the strength of the force holding the bridgeheaq, or if 

the terrain to the west of the river commanded that to the east, one of 
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Bragg's staff officers galloped up, The aide told Br~ckinridge t~at 

Bragg wished to confer with him immediately, Retracing his steps 

Breckinridge hastened to Bragg's GHQ, then located on the west side of 

the river, 17 

Earlier in the day Bragg had received disturbing reports from 

sev~ral members of his staff, These reports seemed to indicate that 

unless the Yankees wer~ dislodged from their bridgehead there would 

be serious trouble, The staff officers told the general, that if the 

Federals should succeed in emplacing their artillery on the high 

ground east of the river, they would be able to enfilade the right 

flank of Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk's corps. At this time Polk's 

extreme right rested on the river near Round Forrest. It was apparent 

to the combative Bragg, that he would either have to smash the Union 

bridgehead or withdraw Polk's right flank, It was not difficult for a 

man of Bragg's temperment to decide what to do - He would attack! 18 

Orders were imnediately drafted qy Bragg alerting Brigadier General 

';olilllam Preston and Colonel Rar.dall L. Gibson to Jllllster their brigades, 

preparatory to reporting to General Breckinridge on the east side of the 

river, Captain Felix H. Robertson was directed to report to Breckin­

ridge'with his own siX gun battery and two sections of Semple's ll<.bama 

Battery ~ ten guns in all, Wright's Tennessee Battery was ordered to 

move to the Nashville Ford, which was adjacent to Bragg's GHQ, A staff 

officer was sent to tell Brigadier Generals John A, 'llharton and Pegram, 

, to hold their cavalry brigades ready to co-operate with the attackir.g 
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infantro•. S~ltaneous~ an aide was sent across the river with in­

structions for Ger~ral Breckinridge to report to Bragg's headquarters. 19 

When Ereckinridge arrived at his GHQ, Bragg told him that he was 

to form his division into double line of battle, and attack the Federal 

bridgehead. Once he had crushed the Union force stationed on the right 

bank of Stones River, Breckinridge was to see that his artillery was 

brought fonrard. The Confederate cal'li"'neers would then emplace their 

pieces on the high groutxl from which the blueclads had just been driveQ. 

This would g~ve Breckinridge's artillery an excellent position from 

·where they could enfilade the Arrey of the Cumberland 1 s left flank. As 

the next iter. on his agetxla Bragg informed Breckinridge that he had 

directed Preston's and Gibson's infantry brigades and Robertson's, Semple's, 

atxl Wright's batteries to report to him. At this very moment all of 

these units were in the process of crossing to the east side of Stones 

River. Furthermore Bragg continued, the Confederate cavalry (\fuarton' s 

and Pegram's brigades) then operating east of the river, had been alerted 

to screen the right flank of Breckinridge's attackin~ legions. Bragg 

then proceeded to discuss Polk's role in the impending attack. The gen-

eral informed Breckinridge that Polk's artillery, which was concentrated 

nortrrdast of the ruins of the Cowan house, would begin to bombard the 

enerey's lines, at the same time that Breckinridge's troops drove forward. 

Bragg believed such an activity on the part of Polk's artillery, would 

help divert the Yankees' attention from Breckinridge 1 s attacking legions. 

,When Breckinridge was ready to advance, he would let Bragg know. One of 
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Polk's guns would then be discharged, and this would ce the signal for 

Breckinridge's attack to commence. As Breckinridge started to leave, 

Bragg expressed the wish that the attack "should be made with the least 

possible delay." UJXln riding away fran Brage's headquarters, Breckin-

ridge glanced at his watch - the hands indicated that the hour was 

2:)0 a.m. 20 

By 2 p.m. Pr9ston ar.d Gibson had receiYed Bragg's orders, di:'ecting 

them to report to General Breckinridge on the opposite side of the river. 

The two officers L~ediately relayed these instr~ctions to their sub-

ordinates, Once the two brigades had been relieved, they were with-

dra;m from the cedars north of the Wilkinson pike. V:aving rapidly 

cross-country Preston's and Gibson's troops crossed Stones River at the 

Nashville Ford. A short distance beyond the ford the two brigades com-

manders were hailed by General Breckinridge, and directed to form their 

units for battle.21 

The batteries which had been ordered by Bragg to cross to the 

east side of Stones River had already reported to Breckinridge. Robert-

son's Battery, reinforced by two sections drawn from Semple's battery, 

had arrived first, follotred soon afterwards by ',{right's Tennessee 

22 Battecy-. 

Shortly after daybreak on the 2d the )d Wisconsin Battery had 

again crossed Stones River. Moving to the front the Badgers again 

emplaced four of their guns in the interval between the 8th Kentucky 

and )5th Indiana, and their other two pieces on the bluff near the 
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51st Ohio 1 s right flank. Hardly had the Union artillerists un~bered 

their pieces, before they drew the fire of Cobb's Kentucky Batt~ry. 

The Confederate guns beil".g posted on Wayne 1 s Hill, about one mile to 

the southeast. Since the Rebels' fire was most inaccurate and inflicted 

oo damage, Lieutenant Livingston instructed his men net to repJ.,:.-,2:3 

During the morning General Beatty decided to plug the gap in his 

line that existed bet•een Price's left and FYffe's right, According~v, 

Beatty ordered Colonel Grider to send one of his regiments to the frcnt. 

The 79th Indiana, the unit designated for this duty by Colonel Grider, 

was advanced and took position, with the :35th Indiana (of Price's brigade) 

on its right arA the 44th Indiana (FYffe's brigade) on its left,24 

From daybreak until about noon, when Buckner's combat te~ attacked 
. 

and drove in the Union outposts, there was very little activity along 

the Union picket line, For the Federals the situation took a decided 

turn for the worse, •hen they observed that the ene~'s infantry was 

supported by artillery, The cannoneers of the :vashington Artillery and 

B,yrne 1s Kentucky Battery could be distinct~ seen, as they wheeled their 

eight guns into position at the edge of the woods, on the opposite side 

of the cornfield, Once they had emplaced their field pieces, the Rebel 

artillerists opened fire on the bluecoats with shot and shell, At 
\ 

first the greyclads concentrated their fire on the Jd Uisconsin' s six 

guns. 

Lieutenant Livingston realized that besides being out.-gunr.ed, his 

battery was exposed to a dangerous flanking fire, Ther~fore he sent a 
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messen~er to acquaint General Beatty •~th the situation. The di·nsion 

con-.mander, upon being appraised of the situation, authorized Uvingston 

to withdraw his battery. Upon retiring from their forward position 

the Badgers w~uld place their six guns in battery on the high ground 

near the Hoover house. Limberi~~ up their piecesothe men of the Jd 

·.fisconsin Battery displaced their guns to the ~ear as directed. 25 

As was to be ·expected the Union infantrymen manning Beatty's 

main line of resistance, were net very happy to see the artillei"'J de-

part. For oo>t the Confederate cannoneers Hould be able to focus their 

undivided attention on them. The conmarder of the 21st Kentucky noted 

bitterly: 

Aoout 1 p,m,the rebel artillery commenced throuing 
shells anong us, greatly to our {lnnoyance. At this time 
our artillerv was withdrawn,,. to the astonishment of all, 
It seems that our little brigade LPrice•iT had been for­
gotten, or was left there all a~one to be sacrificed, in 
order to draw the ene~ on,,,,2 

Once their artillery had softened up the Yankees' position, the 

men of the 18th Tennessee moved out into the cornfield. Pressing 

resolutely for•ard the Tennesseeans forced a patrol drawn from the 

51st Ohio to evacuate several buildings, in front of the right flank 

of Price's main line of resistance, Fearful lest these struct~es 

provide cover for Confederate sharpshooters Lieutenant Colonel ?.ichard 

'II, }:cClain, of the 51st Ohio, determine to commit other elements from 

his regiment, Bolstered by reinforcements drawn from the 51st Ohio, 

the patrol launched a vigorous little counter-attack. Driven from the 

buildings the Tennesseeans were forced to retire upon their supporting 

artillery, After his men had set :'ire to the structures Colonel :·!cClain, 
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satisfied with this local succe2s, recalled them. In t~is spirit9d 

clash the Rebels had suffered lJ casualties - 2 kill~d and ll ;~ur~ed, 

while the bluecoats made no report of their losses. 27 

During the early afterr.oon Beatty's scout a spotted a po• .. :erful 

force of Rebel infantry (estimated to ~ontain 15 regiments) movir~ froo 

right to lsft across their i~~ediate front. Thi~ strong col~n, it was 

noted, was accompanied bJ both artillery ani cavalry. News concerning 

this interesting and important development ·.;as imlnediately relayed to 

brigade, division, and corps headquarters. Shortly thereafter the troops 

oCCUVJing the right flank of Beatty's main line of resistance were also 

able to catch a fleeting glim?se, through the trees, of the Rebel movement 

toward their left.28 

General Crittenden responded to the news of the Rebels' activity 

with alacrity. He ~ediately ordered General Pa~er to reinforce the 

troops holding the bridgehead with Grose's brigade. Once hi~ brigade had 

forded the river, Colonel Grose reported to Beatty for further ir..struc-

tions. Beatty directed Grose to deploy his command so that it vculd be 

prepared to cover the left flank of his division. Grose ;ras told that 

. 29 his men rnust stand ready to repel all attacks. 

In order to car:rJ out the mission assigr..ed to hi.":l bJ Beatty, 

Grose formed his brigade as follows: The 2Jd Kentucky took position on 

the brigade's right, its right flank resting'on the country lane 200 

yards in rear and to the left of Fyffe's brigade; the 24th Ohio was formed 

' into line of battle JOO yards in rear of the 2Jd Kentucky, Both these 
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regiments faced toward the_ east. T~e J6th Indiana was station~d to 

the left and rear of the 24th Ohio, its front being diagonal to the 
( 

Ohio regiment's left flank. Furthermore there was a gap of about 150 

yards between the Hoosiers' right flar~ and the Buckeyes' left. In the 

event of an attack Grose ad:~Dnished t!:e corr:m.anders of these three ::-egi-

• ::tents they would change "front as t~e exigencies of the case might re-

quire." Grose's two other regL~ents (the 84th Illinois and 6th Oh~o) 

were deployed about 15C yards in rear of the J6th Indiana's left flank. 

These two units were formed in single line of battle facing east. The 

right flank of the 84th Illinois was anchored on the bluff adjacent to 

the river, its left resting near the Hoover house. The six guns celong-

ing to the Jd :.visconsin :9attery were emplaced im.-rnediatezy in front of 

the 84th1s left flank, and to the right of the 6th Ohio. After his men 

had been posted Grose had them throw: up temporary breastworks, co~sed 

of fence rails and rocks.JO 

On the left bank of the river, in immediate support of the troops 

holding the bridgehead, were a number of other units. The commanding 

ground to the west of HcFadden 1 s Ford was held by the h:Jrd-fightir~ 

brigade, co~~nded by Brigadier General Charles Cruft. Cru!t's brigade 

had ta.fen position on the military crest overlooking the strategic ford 

on the Previous afternoon. The troops of Cruft's brigade spent the 

morning of the 2d erecting crude fence rail and rock barricades. Through-

out the morning Cruft's men were subjected to an occasional shellir~ 

by the Rebel guns posted near the ruins of the Cowan house. About ll a.m. 
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the butternuts sudden~ altered their tactics. For the better part of 

the next hour the Confederate gunners hammered the sector held qy 

Cruft's brigade with a he~vy concentration of shot and shell. During 

this fierce bombardr.;ent the Yankees took cover behind their breast·..-orks)l 

Up until mid-afterr~on on the 2d there were six batteries (24 ~~ns) 

posted on the ridge overlooking McFadden's Ford. On the morning of t~e 

1st Crittenden's able Chief of Artillery - Ca?tain John :·!endenhall had 

ordered the 7th Battery, Indiana Light .~tillery to take position cov­

ering HoFadden' s Ford, Hastening to the area adjacent to the ford the 

Hoosiers unlL~bered their six guns (four 10-pounder Parrott rifles and 

two 12-pounder Napoleons). These field pieces were emplaced on the 

oom:nanding ground west of the river, Once the Indianians had put their 

guns into position on the highest point of the ridge, Cruft 1 s infa:1try 

moved forward to their support, Exco?t for the excitment engendered b-,r 

an occasional shelling b-J the Confederates' artillery, the battery oot::­

mander Captain George R. Swallow noted: "Nothing wortey of note trans­

pired during the da;y lthe lsiJ, and the llJJrning of the 2d found us 

occupying the same position,•32 

About noon on the 2d the three under strength batteries assigned 

to the\ division, commanded b-.r Brigadier General J=es S. Negley, were 

ordered to take position on the ridge overlooking McFadden 1 s Ford. 

Moving forward the cannoneers of Negley's division unlimbered their sl.x 

guns to the left of the ground occupied qy the 7th Indiana Battei"J, 

Lieutenant Alexander Marshall had the men assigned to his unit - Battery 
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G, 1st Ohio Light Artillery, emplace their two pieces (one 12-pou~~er 

ho1ntzer ar.d a 6-pounder ~{iard rifle) il".!nedi:1te],y on the Hoosiers' left, 

The three guns belonging to Battery H, 1st Ohio Light Artillery -

Captain Frederick Schultz commanding - were placed in battery on the 

left of Harshall 1 s unit, At this tilne the 2d Battery 1 Ker..tucky Li;;ht 

Artillery had only one servicable piece left - a 10-pounder Parrott 

rifle. The Kentuckians, working under the direct supervision of their 

co~~ing officer Lieutenant Alban A. Ell~~orth, emplaced their single 

piece on the left of Battery W s three guns, Having emplaced their 

six guns the car~oneers attached to these three batteries, eagerly awaited 

for someone to assign them a firing mission,33 

\{hen Crittenden was informed of the increased Rebel activitias 

in the vicinity of the bridgehead he called for Captain Nendenhall, The 

corps commander informed Hendenhall, that it might be well to mass some 

additional artillery on the ridge west of HcFadden's Ford, According:!,y, 

Hendenhall issued instructions for the commanders of Batteries H and H, 

4th U, S, Artillet"J and Battery F, 1st Ohio Light Artillery to put their 

guns into position on the designated ridge. When the orders to move 

to the front arrived the regular battery was being held in reserve near 

the Nashville pike, l1ovi.ng into position at the gallop, Lieutenant 

Charles .C. Parsons had his men (Batteries H and H) unlimber their eight 

guns (four 12-pourrler Napoleons and four )-inch rifles) to the right 

of the 7th Indiana Battery's six guns,J4 The canroneers of BatterJ F, 

1st Ohio Light Artillery e;.placed their four guns about 100 yards to 
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the right of Parsons' bat~ery. Before taking position on the r~dge 

overlooking HcFadden's ford, the Buckeye battery had been in action near 

the railroad,35 

At 1 p.m. on the 2d General !Jeeley received instructions from 

General Rosecrans, to use his division to reinforce Crittenden's corps, 

At the time that this order reached Negley his un~t was deploy~ in 

su:_:port of :-:ajar General Alexander :-:cD. 1-:cCook 1 s corps on the extre'-e 

Union right. 1-:a.rching to the left ::egley 1 s diVision took position 

immediately in rear of C~t's brigade, and the artillerJ which was 

massed on the ridge overlooking 1-:cFadden 1 s Ford, Negley deplo:;ed 

Colonel John F. Hiller's brigade on the right, and Colonel Tirrcthy R, 

Stanley's on the left.J6 

The three-quarters or a mile of front extending in a sout~west-

erly direction from EcFadden 1 s Ford to the Nashville pike was held by 

four brigades. From left to right these units ',·rere comr:1anded 1::y - Colonels 

William B. Hazen, George D. wagner, Charles G. Harker, and George P. 

Buell. On the morning of the 2d these four units were su9ported by 

four batteries. The 8th Battery, Indiana Light Artillery was on the 

extreme right, its six guns (two 12-pourner howitzers and four 6-pounder 

guns) emplaced adjacent to the !;ashville pike, On a small emir.ence near 

the· railroad were the six pieces (four 10-pourAer Parrotts and ~wo-

12-pounder Napoleons) manned by the men of the 6th Battery, Ohio Light 

Artillery, The 6th Ohio Battery was supported by Harker's brigade, 

To the Buckeyes' left, north of the railroad, were emplaced the six 
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guns (two James rifles and four 6-pounde~ guns). These six pieces were 

served qy the men of the 26th BatterJ, Pennsylvania Light Artillery. 

Some 250 yards in rear o~ the 6th Ohio EatterJ, the cannoneers assigned 

to the Chicago Board of Trade Battery had unli;nbered their six pieces 

(two Jan:es rifles and four 6-pou:rler guns) ) 7 

Daybreak on the 2d fcund the six guns (two 6-pounde!S and fo= Ja.'!les 

rifles) of Battery 3, lst Ohio Light ArtillerJ, e!'lplaced on the ridge 

south of the Nashville pike. Here on the )lst the Board of Trade Bat­

tery and the 26th Penns-Jlvania Battery, supported qy the Pioneer brigade 

had checked Ector's onslaught. In the late afternoon three of :=attery 

B's guns would be ordered to the ridge overlooking HcFadden's Fo.,-ct.J8 

Under the cover of darkness in the early morning hours of the 2d 

the Rebels had massed and masked 22 pieces of artillery northwest of the 

ruins of the Co~·ran house. Tt;elve guns manned by the men of· Carr.es' ; , 

. Stanford's, and Smith's batteries were emplaced north of the railroad 

adjacent to the river. At the same time the cannoneers assigned to 

Robertson's and Scott's batteries had unlimbered their 10 guns (the 

former south of the pike near the ruins and the latter between the Nash­

ville pike and the railroad). A brigade drawn from }!ajor Genenl Jones 

M. ·t~ilthers 1 division, ccror..anded boJ Colonel Thomas \f. Wh:. te, was thrO'.;n 

for•ard_to support the cannoneers. White's infantry occupied the crest 

of the ridge immediately in the artillery's rear.J9 

At dawn a strong force of skirmishers drawn from White's brigade 

moved forward. These rugged individuals proceeded to drive the Union 
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pickets from Round Forest, A combat patrol C:)r>posed of Yolunteers fr~:n 

the 51st Indial'.a, of !!arker' s brigade, launched a vigoro•1s counter­

attack, In the face of this fierce tb~st t~e butterm1ts in turn •ere 

forced to evacuate Round For.,st, leaYing ten of their dead behind, 

In the highly success~1l effort to check this Union adYance the 

massed Rebel artiller-J roared into action, After sending the bluecoated 

infantry scampering for coYer, the So•1thern artillerists shifted tareets, 

They nou cor.ll!:enced to har:m·,er away at the Union artillery, 40 

Initially the car~~neers ~Annir~ the ~1ns of Scott's ar~ Rotert­

son' s batteries concentrated their attention on the 8th Ir.diana Battery, 

The Rebels' rr.arksmanship was exceptional, So "terribly effective" was 

the Confederates' fire, that Lieutena.~t George Estep decided he ~ad 

best Withdraw his battery from its dar~erously exposed position, But 

by this time a nur1ber of the battery's horses had been killed, wou.."1Ced, 

or stampeded, As a direct reS1llt of this shortage of horseflesh,t.he 

Indianians found that they were unable to rel!".ove two of their guns, 

Subsequently t~e division com=ander chareed with the defense of t~is 

sector of the front - Brigadier General Nile s. Hascall sent for~·;:u-d 

a detachment of infantry, \.fith the aid of prolonge# ropes the do•lgh­

feet ~cceeded in pulling the two abandoned pieces to the rear. ~en 

before the iriantry had recov.,red the two guns, Estep had secured 

teal!"~ to pull them, He had been able to accomplish this by utilizing 

the horses formerly used to pull the battery's caissons and forge • 

However, by this time the barrage had ceased, Estep then ordered his 
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men to take it easy while awaiting a fresh assign~ent,41 

After having forced the 8th Indiana Battery to pull back, the 

men of Robertson's and Scott's batteries shifted targets. They now 

concentrated their fire on BatterJ B, lst Ohio Light Artillery, After 

a loss of one man and five horses - killed - the Buckeyes were forced 

to '<ithdraw three of their guns to a less exposBd position,42 

While Scott's and ~ocertson's batteries pounded away at the 8th 

Indiana and Battery B; Carnes', Stanford's, and Smith's hammered away 

at the 6th Ohio, 26th Pennsylvania, and Eoard of Trade batteries, But 

since the 6th Ohio's guns occupied the most exposed position, the post 

of danger, the greyclads devoted most of their attention to them, In 

his "After Action Report" Colonel Harker tersely described this ar-

tillery duel, as the most fearful he had "yet had the experience to wit-

ness, The enelli)l', having our range quite perfectly, po=ed upon us 

a most destructive fire, causing the batterJ Lthe 8th IndianaT on our 

right to be abandoned,.,." Even after the Board of Trade Battery, 

em?laced to their rear, had sprayed their position with canister, 

wourding several men, the hard-bitten artillerists of the 6th Ohio 

Bat:ery continued to hold their ground, It seems that several of the 

Board ~f Trade Battery's gun captains had become trigger-happJ. There-

fore they had opened fire without waiting for orders from the battery 

commander - Captain James H. St~es, And before Stokes could put a stop 

to this promiscuous firing the d~Age had been done, Arter about an 

hour the Confederate guns fell silent. Only then did Captain Cullen 
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Bradley permit his men to cease firing, During the bombardn:ent the 

6th Ohio had expended 177 rounds of ammunition, and suffered five 

casualties - all wounded,4J 

The battery to the Buckeyes' right - the 26th Penr.syhania - S'.tf­

fered ve~J little durir~ the shelling, as did the Beard of Trade Battery, 

Due to the intervening woods ar~ the configuration of the terrain, the 

Per~sylvanians were u.~ble to get a good view of the Rebels' massed 

artillery. Therefore the battery held its fire throughout the r-.ornir.g,44 

It seems that the Rebel artillerists more than held their o~m in 

this fierce duel. Only one of the five batteries engaged - Scott's re­

ported aey casualties. So rapidly and efficiently did the canroneers 

in grey serve their pieces, that after about 20 minutes firing the 

limbers had to be ordered forward, to enable the gun cre1<s to re:;>lenish 

their ammunition chests. This difficult but necessary oper2tion was 

carried out under a scathing fire without loss ~J the butternuts. 

When the word to cease fire W<>.S finally given, the three batteries 

emplaced north of the railroad (being partially in defilade) held their 

ground, However, Scott's battery was in an exposed position, r~ere-

fore when the firing had ceased the battery retired about 50 yards and 

took'cover in a shallow r:?.vine. Robertson's battery retained its posi­

tion near the ruins of the Cowan house until early in the afterr~on, 

At that time the unit was ordered to cross the river, to furnish fire 

support for Breckirxidge's attack on the Union bridgehead,45 
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THE UNION • .\..'tTI''"'RY . .\..'ill BRECKHRII:GE;'S ATTACK 

Chapter I 

THS 7Mi<EES OCCUPY A DM:GEROUS POSITIOi·i 

1 The :J.2L of the Rebellion: A Com':lihtion !2!. the Cfficial Records Q! 

the Union 9ro Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. XX, pt. I, p. 575. 

(cited hereafter as Q. R.) A native of Kew Jersey, Van Cleve had 

graduated from the U. s. Military Academy in July 18)1, as a brevet 

2d lieutenant in the 5th Infantry. Van Cleve resigned from the U. S. 

Army in September 18)6. On Ju~r 22, 1861 Van Cleve re-entered Federal 

service as the colonel of the 2d m.nnesota Infantry. Eight months 

later Van Cleve was advanced to the rank of brigadi;r e;eneral. Sa:,:uel 

Beatty, a native of Pennsylvania, initially entered Federal service as 

a lst lieutenant in the )d Ohio Infantry in June 1846. Follo~ng the 

Mexican War, Beatty was hororably mustered out of the army. Beatty 

again entered Federal service as a captain in the 19th Ohio Infantry 

in April 1861. One month later Beatty assumed co~nd of the regi­

ment, with the rank of colonel. On November 29, 1862 Beatty was pro-

moted to brigadier general. After turning over his con~nd to Beatty, 

Van Cl~ve proceeded to Nashville, 

2 Ibid,. Thomas L. Crittenien, a native of Kentucky, had served in 

the Arr:Iy during the J.!ex:ican War 1 as a lieutenant colonel in the )d 

Kentucky Infantry. After Kentucky had decided to cast its lot with 

the Union, Crittenden (on September 27) was commissioned a brigadier 
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general in the Union Army. On July 17, 1862 Crittenden was promoted 

to the rark of major general. Samuel N, Price, a native of Kentucky, 

had originally entered the Federal service as the colonel of the 21st 

Kentucky Infantry on Feb~ery 26, 1862. 

J Iliid., 608, 610, 612-614. Pegra.m' s brigade was composed of the 

follmnng cavalry units: 1st Georgia, 1st lDuisiana, and 1st Ter.nessee 

regiments, 16th Tennessee battalion, supported by Huwald's Tennessee 

Battery. John Pegram, a native of Virginia, was graduated frcm the 

U. s. Hilitary Academy in 18)4. Comr:Ussioned a brevet 2d Lieuter.ant in 

the dragoons, Pegram served on the western frontier until 1858, In 

that year' Pegram, ncm a 1st lieutenant in the 2d Dragoons, recei'Ted a 

two years' leave of absence to enable him to make a tour of Euro::-e. On 

his return frcm Europe, Pegram remained in the U. S. Army until !·:ay 10, 

1861 when he resigned, Entering Confederate service, Pegram was ad­

vanced rapidly in rank, and participated in the '.{estern Virginia Cru::p­

aign in the swnmer of 1861, where he was forced to surrender his command 

to Rosecrans at Rich ~fountain, Exchane;ed in the summer of 1862, Pegram 

was assigned to Bragg's staff, Subsequently Pegram became Kirby ~th's 

chief of staff. In November, Pegram was promoted to brigadier general 

and placed in charge of a cavalry brigade, 

4 Ibid, 

5 Ibid., 598, 601-602, 604-605. 

6 Ibid,, 575, 587, 589. The Jd \</isconsin Battery was equipped with six 

guns (four 10-pounder Parrotts rifle.S ar.d two 12-pounder howitzers), 
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7 Ibid,, 575-576, 582, 608, 615. Euwald's Tennessee Battery ·,1as armed 

wi.th four g'.ms, 

8 Ibid,. 576. 

9 Ibid,, · _561, 576, John H. Palmer, a nati'!e of ;(entucky, was residing 

in Illinois when the Civil War co~~enced, Palmer initially entered 

Federal service as the colonel of the 14th Illinois. On Dece=ber 20, 

1861 Palmer was promoted to the rank of brigadier general, 'iillia:n 

Grose, a native of Ohio, and a resident of Indiana, had originally 

entered the Union ar!!l)' as colonel of the 36th Indiana Infantry, 

10 lli§_,. 576. 

11 ~ •• 576, 587. 598, 608, 610. 

12 Ibid •• 784, 805. The 5th Company, ' . .Jashington Light Artillery had 

accompanied Palmer's brigade when it had recrossed the river, Three 

of the battery's six guns were emplaced near the right of Hanson's 

brigade, while the unit's remaining pieces were unlL~bered on the right 

of Palmer's brigade, At the outbreak of the CiYil ;lar, Joseph B. Pa]mer 

was a prominent Hurfreesboro la-wyer, and was strongly op';?Osed to secession. 

But like the majority of Southern men of pro-Union proclivities Palmer 

believed his first allegiance was d11e to his state, Therefore when 

T~essee decided in favor of leaving the Union, he obeyed her voice and 

raised a company. When the 18th Tennessee·was mustered into Confederate 

service Captain Pa~~r was unanimously elected colonel. Pa~er, along 

with his regiment, was captured at Fort Donelson on February 16, 1862, 

Upon his release from Fort Harren, in August 1862, Palmer rejoined his 
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regiment, which was reorgar.izo:d at Jackson, Hississippi. Pallner ac­

companied Breckinridge when the former vice president was transfP.rred 

from central l-!ississippi to :·Iiddle Tennessee. John C. Breckinridge was 

born near lexington, Kentucc<;;", in Jar.uary 1821. The future Vice Presi-

dent of the United States entero:d the legal profession, establis~ing his 

office in lexington. !Juring the :·lexican 'dar, Breckinridge serve<:'. as a 

major in the 3d Kentucky. In 1849 Breclc.inridge was first electe1 to 

the state legislature. Two years later he was elected to the u. s. 

Congress fron the Ashland district. In 1853 he was re-elected. Three 

years later Brecki~idge was chosen Vice President of the United States, 

the youngest man to ever hold that high office. The Kentuckian was the 

choice of the Southern Democrats for the Presidency in 1860. On Octo­

ber 8, 1861 Breckinridge issued an address from Bm·rling Gr~en, Kentucky, 

resigning from the U. s. Ser~te, to which he had been recently elected, 

and proclaiming his devotion to the Confederate cause. \-/ithin four 

weeks Breckinridge had received his con~ssion as a brigadier general 

in the Rebel ar:rzy-. Foll.o,·i1.ng the battle of Shiloh, Breckinrid,;e was 

promoted to the rank o£ major general. Roger ·d. Hanson was anotr.er 

Kentuckian who ca~his lot with the South. Hanson entered Confederate 

servi.ce as colonel of the 2d Kentucky Regi.'!lent. Like Pallner, Hanson 

was cap,tured at Fort Donelson on Febwary 16, 1862. Following his 

exchange Hanson was promoted to the rank of brigadier general or. 

December lJ, 1862. 

- 13 Ibid. 
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14 Ibid., 784-78.5. A l..:lck of amrm.mition for their two rifled guns 

forced the men of the ~ofas:!ington Artillery to leave these two pieces 

behind. Byrne's Kentucky 3attery had reached Hurfreesboro that vary 

1.5 Ibid., 78.5, 80), 80.5. 

16 Ibid •• 78.5. 

17 1121£. 

18 Ibid., 667-668. 

19 Ibid., 668, 7.58-7.59, 82), 910. Eoth Robertson's and Semple's bat-

teries were e<;.uipped with 12-pounder Napoleons. \-fright 1 s Tennessee 

Battery was arned with fou:- S:'.oothbore field pieces. John A. \'~barton 

entered the Confederate servic" as a captain in the 8th Texas Ca'TalrJ 

(Terry's P4r~ers). In the regiment's first brush with the foe at 

Woodsonville, Kentucky, on December 17, 1861, Colonel B. F. Terry was 

slain. Shortly thereafter Terry's successor Colonel Thomas s. Lubbock 

died. The regiment was then reorganized, and \ofnarton Has elected its 

colonel. c.Jharton participated in both the battle of Shilnh and the 

Kentucky Campaign. Following his return from Kentuc!-cy-, ';lharton ;;as 

pror10ted to brigadier general on Hovember 18, 1862. Willia::t Prest-.n 

I 
was born near LouisVille, Kentucky, on Oct-.ber 16, 1B06, The fut'.lre 

general·received his early education at a Jesuit school located at 

Bradsto· .. m. In 18)6 Preston gradua;.ed from the Harvard L;M School. 

Following his graduation Preston, in addition to his law practice, en-

tered actively into politics, During the Hexican :-tar, Preston ent~red 

Federal service as lieutenant colonel of the 4th Kentucey. \-lith the 
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termination of that conflict Preston returned to civil life, Until the 

outbreak of the Civil ',far, Preston divided his time bet·,;een his kw 

practice ar~ public service, During Bucb~nan 1 s a~~inistration Preston 

served as minister to S;::ain. Cast in:; his lot with the Confeder:1cy, 

Preston was appointed to serve on the staff o~ his brother-in-law, Gen-

. eral A. S. Johnston, ·Nith the ra~~ of colonel, On April 14, 1862 Preston 

was comrrissioned a brigadier general. Randall L. Gibson was born at 

Spring Hill,Kentucky, on Septemcer 10, 18)2. Gibson spent his youth at 

Lexington, Kentucky, ar~ on his father's plantation at Terrebonne Parish, 

Louisiana, In 185J Gibson graduated from Yale, after which he read 

la••, Gibson entered Col".federate servic<e in Harch 1861, as captain in 

the 1st Louisiana Artillerf. On August lJ, 1861 Gibson was co~~ssioned 

colonel of the lJth Louisiana Ir.fantry. 

20 ~ •• 668, 785. 

21 ~ .. 796, 812. 

22 I£1£., 758-759, 82), 910, 

ZJ ~., 576, 582, Cobb's Kentucky Battery was armed with six guns. 

24 llisi,.' 576, 589-590. 

25 Ibid.' 576, 582, 80J, 

26 lli.Q..' 61), 615. 

27 Ibid •• 615, 805. 

28 Ibid.' 576, 615. 

29 llisi, •• 561. 

JO Ibid.' 561-562. 
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)l Ibid., 528, 5)4, 536, 541, The 90th Ohio was posted on tha extr;~e 

right of Cruft's battle line, l<hile the lst Kentucky anchored the 

brigade's left flank on the river. Charles Cruft, a mtive of Ir::iiana, 

had entared Federal service on September 20, 1861 as colonel of the Jlst 

Indiana. Cruft had been :;>rom:>ted to the rank of bri;:adier general on 

July 16, 1862. 

)2 Ibid., 579. John i{ender.hall, a native of Indiana, was graduated 

from the U. s. Hilitary Acaderry on July 1, 1851. Commissioned a brevet 

2d lieutenant in the 1st Dt-agoons, Hendenhall transferred to the 4th 

artillery on Februa!"'J 20, 18 52. Rising slowly in rank :rendenhall ·•as 

promoted to captain on July ), 1861. 

)) Ibid., 412, 415. In the terrible fighti~g on the )1st, Battery G 

had lost four guns, Batter'J H, one gun, while one of the 2d Leenbcky 

Battery's guns had been captured ar.d another disabled. Batter'J H, had 

carried into action on the )1st two Janes Rifles and two 12-pounder 

howitzers. 

)4 Ibid., 455, 524-525. Parsons, a native of Ohio, had graduated 

from the u. s. Hilitary AcadeiiiY in July, 1857. Upon leaving ';fest Point, 

Parsons was comMissioned a 2d lieutenant in the 4th Artillery. Four 

years later Parsons was advanced to the rank of 1st lieutenant. 

)5 Ibid., 455, 522-52). Battery F, lst Ohio Light Artillery had opened 

the battle of Stones River with six guns - two 12-pounder hotntzers 

and four James Rifles. But in the fighting on the Jlst two of the 

' battery's guns had been put out of action. Therefore on the 2d the 
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battery had on~ four servicable guns. 

}6 Ibid,, 408, 4)4, Negley, a nati'Te of PennS'Jlvania, had served in 

the }:exican :Jar as a private in the 1st Per,nsylvanio. Infantry, Follo,nng 

Presi:lent Lincoln's call for 75,000 volunteers in April 1861, l'!'O!g;le:r 

was cot'.rnissioned a brigadier general in the Pen.."ls-.flvania Voluntee!"s, In 

Octocer, Negley was made a ~!"igadier general in the Federal Ar~. Jor~ 

F. Miller, a Hoosier, had entered Federal service as the colonel of the 

29th Indiana Infantry on Jugust 27, 1861. T. R. Stanley, a native of 

Conr.ecticut an:l a resident of Ohio at the outbreak of tr:e Civil Har, had 

entered Federal service as colonel of the 18th Ohio, 

)7 Ibid,, 4?1, 476, 479, 504, 581. 

)8 M,d., 455, 521. Batter'J B was equipped with four Ja.:::~s Rifles ar.d 

two 6-pounder ~"l.s, 

)9 Ibid., 722, 7)2, 742, 751, 756-757. The follo,d.ng units constituted 

White's brigade; 7th, 9th, lOth, 41st and 44th Hississippi Infantr:r Re-

giments, and 9th Hississippi Sharpshooter Battalion, The Confederate 

batteries were armed as follo•.;s: Carnes' - two bronze 6-pounders and 

two 12-pounder howitzer; Stanford's - four )-inch rifles; Smith's -four 

12-pounder Napoleons; Robertson's- six 12-pounder Napoleons; Scott's 

two btcnze 6-pounders and two 12-pounder howitzers, 

40 lli9,... 7 57. 

41 Ibid., 471, 477, 

42 Ibid. • 521. 

4) Ibid., 479, 504, In addition the 6th Ohio Battery lost 8 horses-

five killed and three wounded, On the rrorning of the 2d Harker's brigade 
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·.;as deployed as follO'.-tS: the 64th and 65th Ohio regiments were p:l sted 

behind a small clump of trees on the 6th Ohio Battery's right; on the 

batterJ'S left, lying in a skirt of woods, was the 51st India~~; w~~le 

the lJth Hichigan and 7Jd Indiana were held .in reserve, 

44 Ibid.. )81. 

45 Ibid,, 722, 7J2, 742, 751-75J. The casualty in Scott• s battery was -

Sergeant A. L. To1msend, who was kill<!d, 



THE UNION ARTILlERY AND B~C:-\Ii·iRIOO:S'S ATTACK 

Chapter II 

BRECKDiRiiXlE 1 S ASSAULT 

Recrossing Stones :liver, follol·ril'.g his conference with General 

3ragg, Breckinridge hastened to his headquarters. There the general 

was joined qy Brigadier General Gideon J. Pillow, The newcomer in!or;.ed 

Breckinridge, that he had arrived in Hurfreesboro earlier in the day. 

Upon reporting to Bragg, Pillow told Breckinridge, he had been directed 

to take charge of the hard-fighting brigade, led qy Colonel Palmer, 

With Pillow in command of the brigade, the able Palmer would resume the 

leadership of his own regiment - the 18th Tennessee, This administra­

tive matter taken care of,Breckinridge turned his attention to regrouping 

and deploying his division, preparatory for his attack on the Union 

l bridgehead, 

In accordance with Bragg's directive, Breckinridge proceeded to 

form his division into double line of battle. The initial line, its 

approach march partially screened qy a dense 1;oods, took position in 

the timber near the edge of the cornfield. One-half mile away, on the 

opposite side of the field, the formidable defense line which •-ras occupied 

qy Beatty's bluecoats could readilJ be distinguished qy Breckinridge's 

rugged skirmishers. 

Breckinridge's initial battle line was composed of two brigades -

Hanson's on the left, Pillow's on the right,2 The Rebels' second line 

of battle, massed in the woods some 200 yards in rear of the first, 

1 



consisting of Gi~son's arn Preston's brigade. The former officer's u~t 

would support Hanson's brigade, while the latter's bolstered Pillow's.J 

Three of the four batt'?ri"s ;;hich Here organic to the division (the 

'.fashington Artillery, Battery G, 14th Georgia Light Artillery Battalion, 

and ~{right's Battery) ;.rould participate in the attack. According~r, 

these three units took position iil1!nediate1;:r in rear of Gil::son's ar.d 

Preston's brigades. The b;o attached batteries - Rol::ertson's and 

Semple's (two sections) - were posted in rear of the division artille~·· 

In the projected attack on the Union bridgehead these five batteries 

would leave their caissons behind. \-Jhen the advance conunenced the car.-

noneers t<"ould nove forward, takir.; on],y their guns and limbers with them. 

One re~iment (the 9th Kentucky) and the division's fourth attached 

battery (Cobb's) ·..rould be left l::ehind to hold strategic \-layne's Hill, 

when the division moved to the attack. In addition two other attached 

artiller'J units Byrne's Kentucky Battery and a section of Lumsden's 

Alabama Battery - would be left behind, and not accompany the division 
4 

during its assault on the Union bri~gehead. 

While the Confederate units were in the process of moving into 

their jumping off places BreckinridEe and Captain Felix H. Rol::ertson, 

the officer in charge of the supporting artillery, engaged in an anL~ated 

discussion. The topic of the two o:'ficers' conversation was - ;fuat 

was to be the artillery's role in the projected attack? Breckinridge 

told the captain, that he thought the attack on the Union bridgehead 

should be carried out simultaneously by the infantry and artillery. 
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Robertson countered with the state~ent; that he believed it to be 

Bragg's wish, that t~e artillery should only move fordard after the 

infantry had crushed the bridsehead, Breckinridge then informed the 

captain that he desired him to form h.:.s "batteries in the space bet>reen 

his two lines of infantry and advance," This Robertson refused to do, 

The captain observed that ur.due confusion and loss would be the result of 

•such an arran:ement.• Rebuffed the Kentuckian asked the artillerist, 

i£ he would consent to advance his batteries in rear of Gibson's and 

Preston's battle line. In reply Robertson repeated for Breckinridge's 

benefit the instructions he had received from Bragg, •to wait until the 

infantry had crowned the crest, and then to rush up and occupy it.• 

Knowing full well the d~sposition of the infantry comr:-.anders to pro­

miscuously use artillery, Robertson proceeded to protest "against crowd-

ing a field so contracted as the one in which we were to operate with 

small guns." The captain emphasized his point by pointing out "that, 

in case of a repulse, we would inevitably loose some L-;;r the gunif 

i£ they were carried on the field," However, Breckinridge thought 

differently. Therefore the general formed the three batteries, which 

were permanently assigned to his division, immediately in the rear of 

his' second line of battle, :fuen the order to advance should be given 

these.three batteries would move forward simultaneously with the 

infantry) 

Furthermore,Robertson was deeply perturbed by another development. 

• The captain 1 s ire had been aroused when the artillery, which had accompanied 
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Buckner's combat patrol, had opened fire on the Yankees. Robertson 

felt, with considerable justification, that this shelling had served 

to direct the ~ankees' attention to the sector where the attack :.;as to 

be made. The artillery o:ficer was afraid that when the Confederates 

moved for..rard, they would find the ground across which they would be 

called upon to advance covered by the Union batteries. Subsequent 

·events were to vindicate Robertson's judgment. As a direct result of 

this premature bombardment the Federals had emplaced another 18 guns, 

on the com:'landing ground lying to the west of HcFadden 1 s Ford. 6 

Before launching his attack (which >ras scheduled for 4 p.m.) 

Breckinridge, having heard nothing from \fuarton and Pegram, and feeling 

anxious about his right, sent two members of his staff to acquaint the 

cavalrJ officers with the situation. The aides soon returned to Breck­

inridge's headquarters, with the information that they had been unable 

to contact either Wharton or Pegram. Unable to delay his attack aey 

longer, while seeking to establish liaison with the cavalry, Breckin­

ridge ordered his brigade commanders to alert their men to be ready to 

move forward on a mment's rotice. 7 

At 4 p.m. the signal gun was discharged. And Brecld.nridge 1 s 

4500'combat-ready veterans moved for.iard at the quick step. The initial 

assault. wave consisting o! Hanson's and Pillow's brigades moved to the 

attack, with their pieces locaded. and bayonets fiXed. In accordance with 

Breckinridge's instructions, the troops were prepared to fire one volley 

and then give the Federals the bayonet. Debouching from the woods the 
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butternuts emerged into the cornfield,.which fronted Beatty's main line 

of resistance, Driving the Union skirmishers before them the determined 

Rebels pressed resolutely for~ard, 8 

Pillow's troops, on the right of the attacking line, drove to 

within )00 yards of the bluecoats' main line of resistance before draw­

ing any fire, But when they did Pillow's daughty Tennesseans were some­

what disconcerted to discover, that Beatty's line of battle over lapped 

their right to a considerable distance. The crack 18th Tennessee -

Pillow's right flank unit -was opposed qy one regiment (the J5th Indiana) 

to its immediate front. While at the same time - a second regiment 

(the 79th Indiana) made a desperate bid to turn the Tennesseans' right, 

In a successful effort to cope with this potentially dangero~s situation 

Pillow called for artillery support, In response to the general's 

request, Lieutenant R. ',v, Anderson brought the four guns of Battery G, 

14th Georgia Light Artillery Battalion forward at the gallop, Quickly 

unlimbering their pieces the Georgians commenced to hammer the blue­

coats with canister and shell. Hardly had the Rebel guns gone into 

action before they drew the fire of the )d '.Visconsin Battery's six field 

pieces, At this time the Badgers' guns were emplaced near the Hoover 

house',9 

Breckizuoidge had also taken cognizance of the situation, The 

general 1;as quite distressed to note that the Federals' main line of 

resistance overlapped his line of battle. Therefore he ordered his 

chief' of artillery - Hajor Rice E, Graves - to send a battery to PillDw1 s 
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support, Graves bunediately issued instructions !:or Captain E, Zldridge 

\-/right, to bolster Pillo•,r's attack with his four gun Tennessee battery, 

' ~~ediately after the batte~J emerged from the woods, a projectile 

struck the lead horse on one of the 6-pour~er gun teams in the head, 

killing the beast. Before the driver could stop the team, the carria~e 

crashed against the dead horse and the pole >-t2.S broken. Due to this 

accident the cannoneers of 'tlright 1 s battery were on}y able to put three 

guns into action, until after repairs to the 6-pounder were effected. 

Unlimbering their three remaining pieces adjacent to the 14th Georgia's 

guns, '-/right's men opened fire. The Tennessegans' divided their atten-

tion between the guns of the Jd ';fisconsin Battery and the Union infantry,10 

When his men drcve fonrard into the cornfield General Hanson ob-
served that a possible dangerous situation was developing. The general 

was distressed to note that as a result of the configuration of the 

terrain and enthusiasm of his troops; that his right flank regiments 

and Pillow's left flank units had become intermingled, So restricted 

and confined loTas · the ground over which the "Orphan" brigade attacked, 

that on Hanson's left the 2d Kentucky was crowded out of position, 

Major Jal!'.es ~-T. Hewitt, the 2d Kentucky's comrr.ander, quickJ,y took account 

of this development. He immediately formed his regiment into a column 

of fours, The regiment then pushed forward, moving closely in rear of 

the 6th Kent•.1cky ,ll 

The lay of the land enabled the •Orphan" brigade to close to within 

150 yards of the right flank of Price's line of battle, which was posted 
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behind a rail fence, before the men ~<ere exposed to the foe 1 s sr.all­

arms fire. In accordance 1fith Breckinridge's instructions, the officers 

of the "Orphan" brigade ordered their men to halt, The troops ~~en 

brought their >reapons to the shoulder, and sent one volley cras:-cJ.ng into 

the bluecoats' massed ranks. Once they had discharged their pieces 

the butternuts let loose 1;ith a terrible yell, and surged to>>arG the 

Yankees - their bayonets flashing in the cold winter's air,l2 

Breckinridge's second line of battle had moved forward, scme 200 

yards in rear of the first. As soon as Preston's brigade (on t~e extreme 

right) had debouched into the cornfield, the troops car,e under ~he foe's 

artillerJ fire. In addition to the sporadic fire of the Jd Hisconsin 

Battery, Preston's ~roo~s felt the effect of the projectiles discharged 

by the siX batteries, Amp laced on the corr • .,.anding ground west of :·lc­

Fadden's Ford, Then to make matters worse, the Union infantry comr.enced 

to rip Pillo111 s line of battle with muskerty. In hopes of partially 

nullifying the effect of the small-ar111s fire Preston ordered his men to 

lie d01·m, For the next several minutes the troops hugged the grouro, 

while the mini/ balls whistled around them "thick and loud, nlJ 

On Preston's left, Gibson's initial battle line (the two con­

solidated louisiana regiments) drove forward in support of Hans~n' s 

comrr.and. 'Nhen the "Orphan" brigade suddenly halted, preparatory to 

delivering its volley, Gibson ordered his men to hit the groun.c!. This 

the Louisianians readily did. The troops seeking cover where ever the 

configuration of the ground ~<ould permit. Already the brigade ;oas exposed 
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to a scathing fire frcm the Union batteries emplaced on the ;rest side 

of the river, Then to make matters worse, Union sharpshooters, posted 

in the woods on the opposite side of Stones River, began to snipe at 

the Louisianians. But unlike the artillery the sharpshooters were 

within easy range of the Louisianians' deadJ.;;r rifled-muskets. Opening 

fire Gibson's men quickly scattered the Federal marksmen. 

While this sharp little fire fight was taking place, Gibson rode 

forward to consult with General Hanson. The Louisianian tdshed to 

find out from Hanson, if he was ready for him to commit his unit. 

TWo of Gibson's units - the )2d Alabama Regiment and the 14th 

Louisiana Battalion had not acconpanied the brigade when it took up 

the advance. These two organizations, along with Byrne's Kentucky 

Battery and a section of Lumsden's unit, would constitute the division's 

strategic reserve,l4 

Even before the Confederates had closed ;rith Beatty's main line 

of resistance, Breckinridge had been forced to call for artillery 

support. AccordingJ.;;r, Battery G, 14th Georgia Light Artillery and 

Wright's Tennessee Battery had been sent to bolster Pillow's attack. 

Only one of the three batteries - the 1iashington Artillery- which was 

organic to Breckinridge's division still remained uncomritted. 15 

Upon debouching into the cornfield Robertson halted the reserve 

artillery. Robertson decided not to advance his ten guns a yard 

farther, until after the greyclad infantry had caved in Beatty's main 

line of resistance, OnJ.;;r after the foot soldiers had clearned the foe 
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from the commanding ground east of the ford, would Robertson coror~t 

16 the reserve artillery. 

Breckinridge's assaulting infantry also received artillery support 

from a number of other Confederate batteries. These units belon~ing 

to Polk's corps had taken position on the west side of Stones Ri·rer. 

At 4 p.m. the four batteries (Carnes' 1 Scott's, Stanford's and Seith's) 

that were emplaced north;rest of the ruins of the Cowan house opened fire. 

The Rebel cannoneers divided their attention bet.·een Beatty's main line 

of resistance and the six Union batteries, which were concentrated on 

the ridge to the west of acFadden' s Ford. Tne extreme range which separated 

the smoothbored Rebel field pieces from their targets, served to ~it 

the bombardment's effectiveness to a marked degree. Observing tr.at their 

rounds were consistantly falling short, the cannoneers of Scott's Battery 

(the most distant of the Rebel units) ceased firing. Counter-battery 

fire from the Federals' long-ranged rifled artillery, soon helped to 

neutralize the fire of the other three Confederate batteries.17 

When Breekinridge's troops emerged from the woods into the corn-

field, they immediately made contact with Price's outposts. Unable 

to even slow, let alone delay the pot.rerful Rebel battle line, the Union 

skirmishers quickly took to their heels. On sighting the on rushing 

ene~ the commanders of the 51st Ohio, 8th Kentucky, 35th and 79th 

Indiana Regiments, ordered their men to lie down and fix bayonets. The 

troops were adm::>nished not to fire until the regimental col!I!T'.anders g::rve 

the word. As the gasping and panting skirmishers carne dashing up the 
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hill, they fell into line with their respective regiments. All this 

time the Federal infantrymen were being hammered unmercifully, by the 

Rebel artillery emplaced to the northwest of the Cowan house ruins.18 

The 51st Ohio ar~ 8th Kentucky, the two units holding the right 

of Price's battle line, were partially sheltered by a slight depression 

in the ground. 'ilhen Hanson's ereyclads had approached to t<ithin 150 

yards of the Buckeyes and Kentuckians, they were seen to halt. After 

firing one volley the men of the "Orphan" brigade let loose what 

Colonel :·lcClain, of the 51st Ohio, long remembered as "a most hideous 

yell, and charged upon us in two lines of battle, closed in mass, while 

their skirmishers rallied to their left." Not until Hanson's men had 

driven to within 60 yards did the Union officers give "the co=.an:l to 

rise and fire," As far as halting Hanson's onslaught, the Yankees' volley 

proved about as effective as stopping a herd of bull elephants with 

pea-shooters. Before the bluecoats could reload, the grim-soldiers of 

the "Orphan" brigade were upon them. A short but desperate hand-to-hard 

struggle ensued. From this engagement the hard-fighting men of the 

"Orphan" brigade emerged victorious. The men of the 51st Ohio a!Xl 8th 

Kentucky were seen to bolt for the rear, with Hanson's eager veterans 

19 
in hot pursuit. 

While the troops of the 51st Ohio and 8th Kentucky met the men 

of the "Orphan" brigade in bloody combat on the right of Price's line, 

Pillow's rugged Tennesseea a; closed in on the sector of the Union line 

held by the 35th Indiana, Shouting fiercely Pillow's soldiers moved 
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rapidly for~<ard, their rifles at the trail. Colonel Bernard ? • J.:ullen, 

of the )5th Indiar~, deemed it best to permit the foe to close to within 

)0 or 40 paces of his line, before giving his men the word to open fire! 

Colonel Frederick Knefler, of the 79th Indiana, the unit holding the 

sector of the Union line on the )5th Indiana 1 s left, concurred in l·ill.llen 1 s 

decision and so informed his men. Observing that the 79th Indiar~'s 

battle line overlapping the 18th Tennessee's right flank, PilloH had 

called for artillery support. While the cannoneers of Battery G, 14th 

Georgia Light ArtillerJ ar.d \'/right's Tennessee Battery raked the 79th 

Indiana's ranks 'Nith canister and shell, Pillow's brigade moved against 

20 
the J5th Ir.diana. 

When Pillow's TennessearrB had closed to within less than 100 yards, 

Colonel l·ill.llen bellowed out the order •to rise and fire." '.iith a deaf-

ening cheer the men of the )5th Indnana gallantly carried out the 

colonel's order. A deadly plunging volley served to stagger Pillow's 

brigade. Before the Rebels could recover their poise, the men of the 

)5th Indiana had reloaded their pieces and commenced a well-aimed and 

telling "file fire." 

In an effort to. break the back of the )5th IndianA!; stubborn 

resistance, Pillow found it necessary to call for artillery support. 

Accordingly, the crews manning several of the guns assigned to Battery 

G and \·Tright's battery sh1£ted targets. The Georgia and Tennessee 

artillerists immediately commenced to rake the )5th Indiana's lines 

' with canister and shell. !he to their close proximity to their targets 
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the Confederate gunners were forced to concentrate their fire on the 

Hoosiers' left flank and rear, After about 10 minutes of Jlllli'dero-_.s 

combat with Pillm•' s Tennesseens. Colonel :-!ullen noted that the regiments 

to his right (the 8th Kentuc'-cy- ard 51st Ohio), and the unit to his left 

(the 79th Irdiana) had cs>mtnenced to fade a;;ay, Therefore Nullen sent 

an aide scurryi.ng to the rear. The messenger's mission was to urge 

the men of the 99th Ohio to come to the fighting Hoosiers' supp:>rt, 

This the Ohioans refused to do, Apparently undaunted~ this refusal 

Hullen made a secord request for help. The second runner soon returned 

with the news that the 99th Ohio had departed "from the field. n21 

By the time that the second courier had rep:>rted back to Colonel 

!-Iullen, the 8th Ke_ntucky and 51st Ohio had been overwhebed ~ t!:e 

•Orphan" brigade, Fearful that this Rebel breakthrough on his right would 

doom his regiment to capture ~ ~ if it remained where it was, Hul­

len gave the order to retire. It seems that even then maey of the hard­

fighting Hoosiers were reluctant to break contact with the foe, There­

fore the colonel was obliged to repeat the order, Even then marzy- of 

the Indianians refused to retire, and these men were left behind to be 

22 slain or captured, 

Up:>n the retreat of Colonel Mullen's regiment, the 79th Indiana's 

right flank was left resting in the air. Previously the regiment had 

held its own in the face of both artillery and small-arms fire, The 

Hoosiers had exchanged volley after volley with the rugged infantr-Jtll6n,,. 

'of Colonel Palmer's 18th Tennessee, But with the collapse of the units 
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on its right, the men of the regL~ent ware confronted with two rather 

unpleasant alternatives. Either they could remain where they were and 

face annihilation or they could seek safety in flight. Choosing the 

latter the Hoosiers headed for the rear, ·~th the victorious Tenr.esseeans 

in hot pursuit. 23 

It had been Colonel Price's intention to use the 21st Kentucky 

and 99th Ohio to either shore up or cover the retreat of his initial 

line of battle. ;;hen Price observed that the .51st Ohio and 8th Kentucky 

had started to give way, he ordered.the commanders of his two reserve 

regiments to cover their retreat. But the ranks of the 21st Kentucky 

and 99th Ohio were quick~v thrcwn into confusion, when the fleeing 

soldiers yassed through them. After getting off only a few scattered 

and poorly aimed volleys the two reserve regiments gave way,24 

The officers of Grider's brigade, which constituted Beatty's 

reserve and was posted in the hollow east of 1-:cFadden's Ford, felt 

as the day grew to a close, that the Rebels had undoubtedly decided to 

postpone their attack until daybreak on the )d. Thus when the attack 

finally came it took both the rank and file of Grider's unit some•;hat 

by surprise. Eut the troops were veterans, therefore the officers 

experienced little difficulty in getting them to take arms (the a_~ 

had previously been stacked). The brigade was then hastily formed 

into line of battle - the 19th Ohio on the right, the 9th Kentucky in 

the center, and the llth Kentucky on the left,2.5 

General Beatty, learning that Price's brigade had started to 

lJ 



give w:zy, called for a met:~ber of his staff-Lieutenant T. F. Eurdock. 

The lieutenant was sent galloping forward 'Jith instructions for Grider's 

brigade to move to the attack. Grider L~ediately prepared to imple-

ment his division commander's order. This the colonel did even ttou~h 

"it was almost manifest, from the character of the fire in front, that 

the force we had on ground, unassisted as we at the moment \vere by 

artiller'J, could not check the ene~'s advanca." Apparently undaunted 

by the desperate situation Grider's troops, led on by their officers, 

mved resolutely for,rard. 26 

On the right the men of the 19th Ohio, as they advanced up a 

gradual slope, encountered Price's panic stricken men l:lBking for the 

ford as rapidly as their legs would carry them, The regiment's officers 

shouted encouragement to their men as the fugatives broke through their 

ranks. This served to steady the Buckeyes. Close on the heels of the 

< 
fleeing bluecoats came the victorious men of the "0.11phan" brigade. Once 

Price's retreating troops had passed through their ranks, the Buckeyes 

opened fire on the on rushing Rel::els. 

The men of the 9th Kentucky, the unit on the Ohioans 1 left, had 

to work their way through a dense growth of briers and underbrush in 

order to reach the crest of the ridge. These natural hazards served 

to greatly disorganize and throw into confusion the regiment's battle 

line, On reaching the crest of the ridge the Kentuckians likewise 

encountered Price's "troops retreating in great confusion." The regiment•·s 

~ commander - Lieutenant Colonel George H. CrWll roted: "Nothing could 
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be ~~re discou:aging to my ~en than the aspect of affairs at that 

time, but they never faltered. I allm·red the retreating mass to pass 

through~ lines, the ene~ all the time pouring into us a destructive 

fire, beth infantry and artillery. 11 After the refugees had passed 

through their for=tion, the officers had the i\entucky infantrymen dress 

their lines. &J the time that the blueclads had closed their rar~:s, 

Pillou' s hard-charging Tenr.eeseeans were upon them. The bluecoats ani 

Rebels i.mrlediatezy commenced to exchange volleys. 

Like their co~xades-in-arms in the two units on their right, 

the men of the 11th Kentucky had moved eagerzy forward. Taking position 

on the ridge's crest the Kentuckians opened fire on the advancing Rete1s.27 

Colonel Grider established his command post in the interval be-

tween the 19th Ohio and 9th Kentucky. The colonel was encouraged to 

observe that the volleys delivered by his brigade seemed to have 

materially slowed the pace of the Confederates' advance. Grider, in a 

jubliant frame of mind, remarked to Beatty, who had just joined him, 

"Colonel, t;e have them checked; give us artillery and '"e will whip 

them." Beatty replied, "You shall have it. u 28 

Having crushed the two regiments (the 51st Ohio and 8th Kentucky) 

charged Hith the mission of defending the ri~ht flank of Price's main 

line of resistance, the "Orphan" brigade drove resolutezy for~;ard. 

Price's two reserve units (the 21st Kentucky and 99th Ohio) were e~sily 

brushed aside by aar.son's hardy infantrymen. After the brigade had 

dealt with Price's bluecoats Colonel Joseph H. Lewis, of the 6th Ken­

tucky, discovered that his regiment (like the 2d Kentucky) had been 
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squeezed out of position. The co~cative colonel realized that th~s 

left but two courses of action open to him. He could either follc:r 

along closely in the brigade's wake, or he could move his unit by the 

right flank along the river bank. Lewis unhesitatin;;ly decided i:-, 

favor of the second of these alternatives. Trailed by a detacb-~e~t 

of the 2d Kentucky, Lewis' regiment fell in and moved for.<ard in cclCL~ 

of fours. 29 

Meanwhile the remainder of the "Orphan" brigade (the 4th Kentucky, 

41st Alabama, ond a detachnent oi' the 2d Kentucky) had collided head on 

with the 19th Ohio, The Buckeyes proved a tough nut for the reduced 

brigade to crack. Their well ai.'!led volle"JS checked, for the moment at 

least, the "Orphan" brigade's surge toHard the fo!'d, !n the fierce 

fighting which ensued Ger.eral Hanson was mortally wounded. - HoHever, by 

this time the units constituting the "Orphan" brigade had become bad~ 

intermingled. Therefore considerable valuable time was lost befo!'e 

the ranking regimental commander - Colonel Robert P. Trabue could be 

located)0 

Just before Hanson had been struck dotm, Colonel Gibson reached 

the front. Gibson had come for.<ard with the intention of confe!'ring 

with ~anson, The colonel desired to obtain the general's opinion as 

to when he should commit his brigade. But before Hanson could eX?ress 

himself on the subject, he had received his death wound. Gibson noted 

that the Yankees (of the 19th Ohio) seemed to be more than holding their 

own against the "Orphan" brigade, The Louisiana colonel decided that 
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it might be for the best if he comrr~tted his two regiments, Accordingly, 

the l)th arxl. 20th U>uisiana Consolidated, com:nanded by l1ajor En:ile ?, 

Guillet, came fon•ard on the double. The U>uisianians roved to the 

front in column of fours. Reaching the area "here the "Orphan" brigade 

and the 19th Ohio were locked in bloody combat, Guillet deployed r~s 

brigade into line of battle. Pressing eagerly for.-1ard the U>uisianians 

moved to the attack, During its advance Guillet's regiment had suffered 

severely from the fire of the Union artillery posted on the west side 

of the river)1 

Colonel Gibson had originally intended for the 16th and 25th U>uis­

iana Consolidated to also reinforce the "Orphan" brigade. A staff 

officer was sent to relay this order to :.:ajar Francis c. Zacharie, J;.he 

regiment's comrr~nder, Either the aide or Zacharie did not correctly 

interpret Gibson's order, For instead of advancing in support of Guillet's 

unit, Zacharie 1s regiment moved for•ard along the river bank, close on 

the heels of Lewis' combat team,32 

Following the collapse of the :35th and 79th Indiana, Pillo<v 1 s 

brigade swept fon;ard, Colonel Palmer, of the 18th Tennessee, described 

the pursuit in succinct terms: "The Federals fled in utter confusion 

and disorder, leaving an immense number of their dead and wounded in 

their rear,, •• In the rout hundreds of them fell (reversing the position 

of the poet) with their faces (not their backs) upon the field." The 

. Jd ';/isconsin Battery having been forced to retire - ',-fright's Tenr.essee 

' Battery and Battery G, 14th Georgia Light Artillery Battery limbered up 

their pieces. The cannoneers accompanied Pillow's infantry when ·it. 
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resume the advance. Hol<ever, the brigade's forward progress quickl,.v 

ground to an almost halt. The reason being that the greyclads had 

sighted two of Grider's regiments (the 9th aP~ 11th Kentucky) massed 

directly across their line of advance. A savage fire fight betwean t!:~ 

opposin& battle lines in blue and grey i.lr.::tediately erupted. :n 

Preston's brigade r.ow moved fonrard to take up the attack. In 

accordance with instructions from Preston, the regimental commanders 

bellowed out the order, "Cp and to the charge." The soldiers responded 

to this order most heartily. After crossing the cornfield the brigade 

entered the woods. The dense underbrush and ti~ber served to break 

the brigade's battle line into fragments. To enable his subordinates 

to better control their organiza.tions, Preston permitted them to rove 

their individual units forward by the right flank. Upon coming up 

with Pillow's brigade Preston found that the Tennesseeans had been 

stalled by the stubborn resistance being offered by the 9th and 11th 

Kentucky. Once he had made a hurried estimate of the situation, Pres­

ton directed his regimental COMMandem to again deploy their men into 

line of battle. The brigade then IIX>ved forward to bolster Pillo•-r's 

badzy used up command. :34 

long before Beatty could make good on his pro~~se to ser~ artil­

lery to reinforce Grider's hard-fighting troops, the situation had 

changed drastically for the worse. Almost immediatezy after the division 

commander had made his promise, Grider noticed that his right flank 

regiment - the 19th Ohio had commenced to melt away. Not onzy were the 
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Buckeyes being hard pressed in front by the "Orphan" brigade, rei<.forced 

by the lJth and 20th Louisiar~ Consolidated, but Lewis' combat te~ had 

suddenly turned t!-.eir rit;ht flank, Exposed to a terrible fla!'.king fire 

from Lewis' men, the 19th Ohio's right flank had eroded away file by 

file. Galloping up on a S'•eat lathered horse, Grider called to t':<'> 19th's 

coll'.mander ;.:ajor Charl"s ? • Manderson, "Major, the 9th LKentucki] is 

still standint;; let us rally the 19th and sustain her, 11 !·:anderson 

replied, •r;.;e are flanked on our right; we had better fall back ar..d rally 

at the foot of the hill, if we car., 11 Grider im:nediately gave his 

sanction to the major's urgent request, The colonel then hastened 

to the left. Grider's mission being to inform the co~~nders of the 9th 

and 11th Kentucky that they should give thei~ men the word to fall 

back,J5 

Until the collapse of the 19th Ohio, the 9th and 11th Kentucky 

regiments had held their own in the face of determined attacks by 

Pillow's and Preston's brigades, It was reported ~f the bluecoats that 

one of the attacking Rebel units had lost three color bearers, However, 

the retreat of the 19th Ohio permitted the men of the "Orphan" brigade 

and Guillet's unit to turn the 9th Kentucky's right flank, Taking 

cognizance of this dangerous situation Colonel Cram bellot<ed out in-

structions for his men to retreat, 'When the 9th Kentucky co~~enced 

to retire the 11th Kentucky like•nse gave w;zy. These two regiments 

had started to retire prior to Grider's arrival on the scene,J6 

Closely pressed by the ~ebels, Grider's troops retired frow the 
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field. Several times during the course of the retreat they halted to 

fire an occasional volley at their pursurers. Once or twice during 

their fighting retreat the Federal units came dar~erously close to 

panickir~. But each time the Union officers succeeded in rallying 

their men. Covered b.7 Grider's holding action r~st of the survivors 

of Price's shattered brigade succeeded in escepir~ across the river 

at UcFadden 1s Ford. Once Grider's troops had reached the ford, they 

crossed to the west side of the river. After Grider's and Price's 

troops had reached the river's west b~ they took position on the 

ridge ~~ediately behind Cruft 1 s brigade. Here their officers finally 

succeeded in rallying and reorganizing their units.J7 

The attack of Buckner's combat patrol on Price's outposts had 

served to alarm. Colonel Fyffe, whose brigade held the left flar~'< of 

Beatty's main line of resistance. Upon ascertaining that Buckner's 

patrol was strongly supported by artillery, Fyffe decided it might be 

wise to order up his two reserve regiments - the 58th Ohio and 86th 

Indiana. The latter unit took position behind a rail fence, on the 

opposite side of the lane from the other units of the brigade. Co"-?any 

A, 59th Ohio, was deployed as skirmishers on the Hoosiers' left. 

This cocrpany connected the left flank of Fyffe's brigade with Grose's 

right. The remainier of the 59th Ohio was deployed as skirmishers, 

and thrown for.;ard to cover Fyffe's line of battle,J8 

General Beatty on visiting the front gave his st~~p of approval 

to Fyffe's dispositions. The division co~~nder told Fyffe that, "in 
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case we were compelled to fall back, we should do so through the 

low ground L'located near the Hoover housi/," Leaving Lieutenant Colonel 

William "oward,his ranking regimental comr:!ander in charge of the brigade, 

Fyffe accompanied Beatty to the rear. The colonel's purpose beir~ to 

exa:::ine the proposed line of retreat, Near the ford the tuo officers 

were joined qy Gener~l Rosecrans. \ihile the three officers were engaged in 

discussing the tactical situation, a messenger galloped up and re-

ported "a large force L-;;f Rebeli/ was being massed in front of our lines, n 

The meeting abruptly adjourned and the three officers headed for their 

respective headquarters. 

Before he was able to r~ach the front Fyffe encountered the 59th 

Ohio's adjutant. The staff officer excitedly told the brigade cc~nder 

"the ene"'Y were in motion, advancing on our front. Sixteen regimental 

flags had been counted in one column," Sending an aide to report these 

facts to General Rosecrans, Fyffe rode on ahead. Enroute to the front 

the colonel passed along the front held b,y Company A, 59th Ohio, and 

the 86th Indiana. As he did so, the colonel directed these two units 

to strengthen their position with fence rails,J9 

By the time that Fyffe had reached his brigade Hanson's and Pillow's 

Rebels had closed with Price's brigade, Only Fyffe's right flank 

regiment - the 44th Indiana- was elose er.ough to give fire support 

to Price's hard-pressed men. 'tihen Pillow's greyclads moved against 

the 79th and J5th Indiana, the soldiers of the 44th Indiana opened an 

oblique fire on the Tennesseeans'· right flank. Once the two Indiana 

regiments had given way the 44th's commander, Lieutenant Colonel s~~n 
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C. Aldrich, fearful that the Rebsls would rrove against him, refused 

his right flank, In their new position the men of the ~~th Indiana 

were partially sheltered by a rail fence, 40 

When the Cor£ederates 1 initial battle line (Pillow's and E~~scn's 

brigades) had passed ceyond his right flank, Fyffe directed his regi-

mental cc~anders to wheel their units to the right, The Union brigade 

commander planned to take the Southerners in their exposed right flan.l(, 

However, before the bluecoats could carry out this plan - Preston's 

and Gibson's brig~des had noved to the attack, By this time Price's 

second line (the 21st Kentucky and 99th Ohio) had collapsed, Fyffe was 

forced to make a revised estirr2te of the situation, The colonel was 

disconcerted to note ~hat his right flank was resting in the air, and, 

furthermore, the foe was closer to HcFadden 1 s Ford than his brigade, 

Accordingl.,y, Fyffe gave the order to retreat, Falling back "through 

the low ground" the brigade began to rapidl.,y fall to pieces, By the 

time the unit reached the high ground near the Hoover house, it was in a 

highly disorganized condition, 

During the course of the retreat FYffe was disabled, when he was 

thrown from his horse. Once the men had reached the Hoover house, where 

Grose's brigade had taken p:>si tion, the officers conunenced to rally 

and reorganize their respective units, Colonel Howard assumed COmil12.nd 

of the brigade pending FYffe's recove~J.41 

Since Grose's brigade was charged with the defense of the left 

flank of the Union bridgehead, it completel.,y escaped the initial shock 
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of the Rebel attack, Up until the retreat of Fyffe's brigade, Grose's 

troops were exposed to nothing '~rse than the sporadic shelling of 

the greyclads' artillery, But with the collapse of Price's brigade, 

and the retreat of Fyffe's unit, a portion of Grose's line was renderEd 

untenable. 

Evidently at least one of Fyffe's regiments had panicked during 

the retreat. \ihen the 59th Ohio started :or the rear, the officers 

quickly lost control of their men, The frightened Buckeyes came pourir.g 

through the 2Jd Kentucky's ranks, A number of the Ohioans even ru-~ng 

over sone of the Kentuckians, who were lying behind a rail fence. 

Colonel Grose now arrived on the scene, The colonel quickly observed 

that FYffe's retreat had left the flanks of his t>m advance regiments 

(the 2Jd Kentucky and 24th Ohio) hanging in the air. Therefore the 

able brigade co~er ordered these two units to pivot to the right, 

Hardly had the two regiments taken this new position facing south; than 

they were exposed to a rakir.g fire delivered by the gunners of ;{right's 

Tenr.essee BatterJ and Battery G, 14th Georgia Light Artillery.42 

Following the retreat of Grider's brigade - the crack 20th Tenn­

essee, of Preston's brigade, ~wung to the right. The Tennesseeans oe­

jective - to crush the 2Jd Kentucky and 24th Ohio, The Rebels were 

able to catch the 2Jd Kentucky in a deadly cross-fire, Hajor Thomas H, 

Hamrich sought to withdraw his regiment before it was too late, Just 

as the Kentuckians started to tnOve to the rear, the cry went up, W:·le 

•are surrounded," With these words the regiment degenerated into little 
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more than an ~ed ~nb. Not until the Kentuckians had reached the area 

in rear of the hoover house, did the officers succeed in restoring some 

semblar.ce of order to the panic-stricken unit. \"hen Hamrick finally 

rallied his regi.P!ent it took position in the ,.;oods north of the Hoover 

house. The 24th Ohio, its co~~anding officer slain, was also forced 

to give way in confusion before the 20th Tennessee's advance. Like the 

Kentuckians the Ohioans sought shelter west of the Hoover house.4J 

A third regiment dr~.n from Grose's brigade - the )6th India.~­

occupied the ground on the 24th Ohio's left. However, Grose succeeded 

in withdrawing the )6th Indiana before the Rebels' onslaught. The 

Hoosiers were ~$.ediately put into position on the 6th Ohio's left. From 

left to right Grose's refor~ed main line of resistance was held~ the 

)6th Indiana, 6th Ohio, and 84th Illinois. Only these three sturcy 

regiments stood between the victorious Rebels and the disorganized units 

consisting of Fyffe's brigade and the 2)d Kentucky and 24th Ohio. Covered 

by these three regiments the officers of the ro~ted regiments sought 

to ralls- and regroup their badly shaken units. 44 

When the Rebel battle line first hove into view, the cannoneers 

manning the six guns of the )d 1-l'isconsin Battery had opened fire. In 

spite of the vigorous counter-battery fire delivered by Wright's a.~ 

Anderson's gunners, the Badgers gri.ml;y' held their ground. When Lieu ten-

ant Livingston observed that Price's brigade had fallen to pieces, he 

sent his caissons across the river. Shortly thereafter when it became 

apparent that the Federals would not be able to stop the Rebel drive 

5"7 

24 



short of the river, Liv"~ngston sent one section at a tL~e across ~~e 

river, The cannoneers continued to work the pieces that remained east 

of the stream until the final two guns 'lere withdrawn. Just as tr.~ last 

section reached the ford, Lewis' combat team c~~e dashing fon<ard. 

Approaching to within 100 yards of the retreating artillerists, the 

greyclads halted an:! delivered one galli"€; volley, ;-~ey of the horses 

used to pull the two pi~ces were cut down. But the gunners respod.ed 

to the emergency, They quickly cut the dead and injured beasts fr<:Jm 

the traces. Covered .qy the fire of Cruft's supportin~ infantry, the 

det~rmined artillerists succeeded in reaching the river's west bar~<, 

with the section's two pieces, Once his six guns had gained the 

com.'l'.an:iing ground on the opposite side of the river, Livingston ordered 

his gunners to again open fire on the advancing butternuts,45 

Immediately after they had forced Grider's brigade to give way, 

the Confederates fou!"'.d themselves exposed to a murderous fire fror.1 the 

Union artillery massed on the ridge west of HcFadden' s Ford, To =ke 

matters Norse the foe's artillery was supported qy a swarm of blue=lad 

infantry (Cruft' s and Negley's troops), Since the butternuts were 

well •Hi thin range of the Yankees 1 rifled-!I!Uskets, they suffered con-

siderably from the enenv's s:nall-arms fire, In addition two sL't e;-~n 

Union batteries (the 6th Ohio and.26th Pennsylvania) emplaced near the 

railroad, had opened a deadly enfilade fire on the attacking butternuts• 

left flank, Furthermre,, there were still two Union brigades (Grose's 

and Fyffe's) holed up east of the river, The Rebel brass now determined 
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to conc<mtrate their attention on these two units. At the same time 

patrols 1rould be sent out to mop up the scattered remnants of Price's 

and Grider's COI'ih"1anes,, which had been unable to escape across the river. 

It reQuired practically no effort at all on the Confederates' part 

to secure the retreat of FYffe's brigade. Immediately after the ~ebels 

had bludgeoned their way through Price's brigade, FYffe's troops had 

commenced to pull back. Hm;ever, the retreat quickly degenerated into 

a route. By the time that FYffe's brigade reached the Hoover house 

the troops' combat efficiency had been sapped to a very marked degree. 

Hm;ever, Grose's tHo advanced regirr.ents - the 2)<:1 Kentucky and 24th 

Ohio -were ~~de of a sterner stuff. It required a sharp little thrust 

on the part of the 20th Tenr.essee to dislodge these two units. l~ssion 

accomplished - the Southerners prepared to move against the three re­

giments, of Grose's brigade, which were formed into line of battle near 

the Hoover house. 

On the Rebels' extreme left I.ew:l.s' combat team (the 6th Kentucky 

and a detachment of the 2d Kentucky), closely follo,·ted by the 16th 

L:>uisiana Consolidated, reached McFadden's Ford. So rapid ~<as te·,ris' 

advance that his men reached the ford close on the heels of the re­

treating Yankees. Before Lewis could stop them a number of the t:en 

belonging to his combat team, accompanied by the Louisianians, had 

surged across the river. Taking position behind a picket fence on the 

river's left bank these butternuts blasted away at the retreating blue-

~ coats. Lewis, accompanied by the remainder of his combat team, had 
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remained on the east side of the rivar. Lewis found his position most 

di::ficult. For his force was exposed to the small-arms fire of f:-ierrl 

and foe alike. Fortunate~r, however, Lewis' combat patrol and the 

L::misianians vrer-e partially in defilade. Therefore they suffered very 

little from the terrible fire which belched forth from the massed Union 

artillery. Lewis' first task, ;.rhich he carried out in the face of 

considerable difficulty, was to get his comrades-in-arms, who were 

posted on the ridge east of the ford, to cease firing on his men. Once 

this had been accor.1plished l.e'.-ris sighted a number of bluecoats. These 

unhappy individuals had sought shelter behind the river bank. ~His 

noted that these bluecoats were waving their handkerchiefs in token of 

surrender. The colonel, after ordering his men to cease firing, sent a 

patrol creeping forwa:-d to bring in the Yankees. After the patrol had 

rounded up the Unionists - the 100 odd beraggled prisoners were escorted 

to the rear. While this operation was being carried out Lewis obserred, 

much to his consternation, that the Federals were massing their forces. 

The hard-bitten colonel realized that this could mean but one thing -

a counter-at tack would soon be comihg his ••ay. 46 

Once they had driven the 19th Ohio from its position on the crest 

of the ridge east of the ford, the men of the "Orphan" brigade arr.i the 

13th louisiana Consolidated found themselves in a high~ unpleasant 

situation. For they were exposed to the full fury of the fire delivered 

by the Union artillerJ massed on the commanding ground west of tr.e 

river. In addition the Rebels suffered severe~ from the small-arms 
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fire of' Cruft's and Fegley's infantrJ. These t'.-10 units being c!e?loyed 

in su~port of the artillery concentration. The long-ranged fire de-

livered ~ the two Gnion batteries emplaced near the railroad also 

~.;ept through the ranks of Tarbue's and Gibson's battered cc~mands. 

Unable to ad·.-ance any further in the face of' this terrible fire, ,;.ost 

of' the troops laid do~cn. These men then opened fire on their tormentors. 

Thus the two brigades f'or.<ard progress had been checked. The troops 

had been effectively pinned dm·rn, ~ the terrific fire pol<er displayed 

~ the Ar~ of the Cureberland.
46 

Besides the men being struck down by 

this storm of metal, the Confederate ranks were f'lrther reduced, as a 

number of the feint-hearted comnenced to slip to the rear. 47 

In the mopping up operations, t<hich f'ollo;<ed the retreat of the 

9th and 11th Kentucky, the men of the 28th Tennessee captured the 

colors belonging to the former regiment. One of Pillo>•'s regimental 

co~~anc!ers tersely described the situation at this stage of' the attack: 

It is proper to remark that the entire Federal Force 
on the right bank of' the river were completely routed and 
driven ~ our division either across or down the stream; 
but they had massed a force of many thousands on the 
opposite (left) bank, where they had a large quantity 
of artillery, so located and arranged as that both their 
small-arms and batteries could be brought to bear upon 
and most dreadfully rake all the western portion of 
the field over t;hich their troops had been driven. 

The men of Pillow's brigade quickly discovered that it was all but 

48 
sucidal to attempt to cross this beaten zone. 

When Preston's ·crigade had moved to Pillow's support, the Kentuckian's 
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right flank regiment - the 20th Tennessee - fou~d itself exr.osed to 

a "heavy and well-directed fire." This musketry originated with the 

men of the 2Jd Kentucky arn 24th Ohio. At the time that they came 

under this attack, the Tennesseeans were passing through an open field. 

Seeing that there was no cover readily available the regimental comnand-

er-Color.el Thomas B. Smith - bellm<ed out the co:nrc.and, to charge! At 

this order from their able colonel, the men of the 20th Tennessee surged 

eagerly for•ard, their bayonets flashing in the cold winter air. In 

the savage onslaught thich ensued, Colonel Smith was badly wounded. 

Undaunted by the loss of the popular colonel, the Tennesseeans drove 

their attack home. In the fierce contest which quickly developed the 

two Union units were routed - leaving some 200 prisoners in the Tenne-

sseeanS 1 harxls. The Union officers were unable to stop their panic­

stricken men until they had passed beyond the Hoover house.49 

Following the 20th Tennessee's spectacular success, Preston's 

brigade prepared to move against the three regL~ents of Grose's brigade, 

which covered the Union position at the Hoover house. General Preston 

tersely described the tactical situation at this time& 

The ene~ then rapidly concentrated large numbers of 
fresh troops on the other side of the river, and poured 
upon our dense ran.l(s a withering fire of 111\lSketry and 
artillery. Our lines, originally vc;;ry close in the order 
of advance, were commingled near the river, and this new 
fire from an overwhelming force from the opposite banks 
of the stream threw them into disorder.50 

Once his infantry had evicted Grider's brigade from the crest 

of the ridge, Breckinridge ordered his artillery into action. The 
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general hoped that his ca~~neers would be able to neutralize the fire 

of the Union guns, ~<hich wer'o' massed on the opposite side of the river. 

Patting the spurs to their horses the artillerists of the crack '.{ash-

ington Artillery came for<<ard at the gallop. Reaching th'3 crest of the 

ridge. the gunners quickly unlimbered their four pieces. They then 

opened a fierce fire on the foe; . :Vright 1 s Te~'1essee Batter;;' and Battery 

G, 14th Georgie Light Artillery Battalion had already moved for•ar~, 

close on the heels of Pillow's and Preston's advancing infantry. Under 

the ever watchful eye of Hajor Rice E. Graves, Breckir.ridge 1 s Chief 

of ArtillerJ, the cannoneers assigned to these two batteries put their 

eight guns into action to the right of the ~-lashington Artill"'ry' s pieces. 

After several minutes of heavy firing Graves shifted ~{right's battery 

further to the right.51 

Captain Robertson new deemed that the tL~e was ripe to co~it a 

portion of the reserve artillery. Robertson called for Lieutenant E. J. 

Fitzpatrick. He directed the lieutenant to take the four 12-pounder 

Napoleons belonging to Semple's Battery, and move to the infantry's 

support. At a word from Fitzpatrick the battery started foM<ard. 

Gaining the crest of the ridge the Alabamans unlimbered their pieces. 

Once their guns had been placed in battery Semples' men commenced to 

~~er away at the Federal pieces e~laced on the other side of the 

river. Robertson next sent a section of Napoleons, manned by the men 

of his battery, to the front. However, before Robertson ••as able to 

commit the reserve artillery's remaining four pieces, the tide of battle 
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had turned sharp~ against the Confederates.52 

Having received no intelligence of the projected attack, 5~eck­

inridge's onslau~ht took the cavalry officers complete~ qy sur~~ise. 

Ho>Iever, the cor;;bative ~·lhartcn quick~ collected a sma.ll force with 

which to support the attacking infantry. Accom?anied by three companies 

of the 8th Texas Cavalry and Huwald 1 s Tennessee Battery, '.-!harton and 

Pegram hU!'ried to the front. ''lharton reached the front short~ after 

Breckirxidge's greyclads had sent Grider's brigade fleeing across the 

river. Hm<ald's battery >Ias hurriedly emplaced on a cor:mJanding knoll, 

500 yards east of the Hoover house. Learning that ?egram had forbid­

den the car.noneers to open fire, for fear t~1at they would hit t!:e'ir own 

men, ':/hartcn took personal coc-.:-..and of the battery. Opening fire on 

Grose 1 s line of battle, the artillerists quick~ cut do>m a color 

bearer, and thre« the Union battle line into some confusion. 53 

lmen Breckinridge 's attack co1nmenced, General Crittenden a:-.d 

Captain ::endenhall were riding along the Nashville pike. Harkir.;; to 

the roar of battle the two officers instant~ wheeled their horse 

about. And followed by Crittenden's staff, they headed for the com­

manding ground overlooking l·:cFadden 1 s Ford at a full gallop. Upon 

reaching the ridge a quick glance enabled the two officers to make an 

estimate of the situation. For it was all too apparent that Beatty's 

troops had already started to give way before the on rushing Cor...federates. 

Turnihg to his chief of artillery, Crittenden said, "Now, Hender~'la~l, 

you must cover lilY men with your canr.on." Up until this time onl,7 one 
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of the six batterJ (the 7th Indiana) massed to the west of the ford 

had gone into action,54 

According~v, Mendenhall rode a few yards to his ri~ht, At that 

point the gu!1!1ers of Batteries H and :-:, 4th U. s. Artillery had e:'l:_:Jlacad 

their eight guns. Sumr:-.oning Lieutenant Parsons to his side, :-:er,den.'o4ll 

told him, "to move a little forward and open ~nth his guns." Having 

given the relb.ble Parsons this order the captain hastened tm.;ard the 

railroad. ;:endenhall 1 s purpose .;. to order the 8th Indiana Batter::' up 

from the reserve. "'lhile engaged in carrying out this ll'ission ::e,-_der-'1all 

encountered the Pioneer Brigade moving fon.;ard on the double.55 

·~en the Rebel attack had jumped off the Pioneer Brigade, along 

with its attached artillery (the Chicago E~ard of Trade Battery), ''as 

being held in reserve mrth of the railroad, Shortl.,y th~reafter General 

Rosecrans rode up. Approaching Bri;;adier General Janes S, :oiorton, the 

brigade co~~nder, the ceneral directed him, to reinforce the troops 

holding the army's left near EcFadden' s Ford. Upon encountering :len-

den.>,all, ::Orton asked the artillery officer for additional infor:r.ation 

concerning the tactical situation, Hendenhall told :-:Orton "to r.e>ve 

briskl.,y for.Jard ·Hith his brigade, and serD. his battery to the crest 

of the hill, near the batteries already engaged." T:!e two officers 

then parted compa~r, each eagerl.,y intent on carrying out his assign-

56 mer.t. 

While hlliT'Jing to the front the Pioneers found. that their fo::-,-Tard 

progress was hampered considerabl.,y by the frightened men of Price's and 

)2 

I 



Grider's brigades, who had fled across the rivnr. Upon reac~1ir.g t~e 

comnanding ground west of the ford, the brigade took position on -::~e left 

of :-:egle3r 1 s division. The Pioneer :e-rie;ade anchored its l::ft flar..:·: on 

the river. Ger:eral ~!orton ordered the Boa=d of Trade Eatter: .. to take 

position on the militarJ crest of the ridge, a short distance to 

left of the 2d !(entuc:-:y Battery _57 

.. ... ne 

Upon reaching the stagine area occupied by the 8th Indi-.r.a :'att?ry, 

:-:ender4'1all directed Lieutennnt Sstep to move his battery to the left, 

Limbering up their six pieces the Hoosiers hit the road, Arrivin~ in 

the vicinity of the ford the Indianians emplaced their six guns o::> the 

right of the terrain, occupied by the four guns of Battery F, lst Ohio 

Light ArtillerJ,SS 

Once the 8th Indiana Batte~J had eone into action, tne omni~res~nt 

:·rendenhall determined to see what the 26th Pennsylvar.ia ar.d 6th Chio 

Batteries •ere doing, 

The captain thought that it might be a e;ood idea if those t---o 

units shifted targets, ar.d concentrated their fire on Breckinrid~g's 

attacking legions, 'dhen the captain rode up to the 26th Pennsyl<ania 

Battery, which was emplaced in the open field north of the railroad, the 

unit was trading shots with the Rebel guns eroplaced northHest of ':.he 

Cowan house, After ascertainine that the number of rour.ds delivered by 

these Confederate batteries was rapidly diminishirlf;, !·:endeP.hall determined 

to alter the 26th Pennsylvania's fire mission. Therefore Henden.~..an 

directed the batterj commander, Lieutenant Alanson J, Stevens to wheel 

his guns to the left, Once they had carried out this directive, the 
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PeP~lvanians conrr.enced to rake the left flank of Ereckinridge's 

assaulting coree with shot and shell, 

Mendenhall then drop::>ed in on the 6th Ohio Sat~ery, The Buckeyes 

had continued to hold their position on the small rise south of the 

railroad, J.:endenhall was delighted to discover that the ~.ble Ca?tain 

Bradley had already wheeled his guns to the left, Ard at this very 

moment the Ohioans were hzmmering aw2Y at the attackir~ Rebels. Before 

returning to his temporar'J comw.and post west of the :"ord, :·:endenhall 

ordered Captain :-lillia.'ll :::. Standart, of Battery B, lst Ohio Light 

Artillery, to move to the left with three of his guns. Upon reaching 

the high ground west of the ford Standart had his cannoneers emplace 

their three field pieces. Standart's gunners probably unlimbered their 

pieces to the right of the six guns belonging to Negley's division, 

All told !1endenhall had succeeded in nr..arshalling 57 guns with 

which to pound Breckinridge's hard-charging greyclads. However, 12 

of these guns (those manned by the men of the 26th Pennsylvania and 

6th Ohio Batteries) were located almost a mile soutl"r.·rest of :·:cFadden's 

Ford, Before the Rebels onslaught had cornrr.enced there had been six 

batteries (24 guns) emplaced on the commanding ground west of the 

river. After the attack had started Eendenhall succeeded in moving up 

three batteries (15 guns) from the reserve. These three units put 

their pieces into action along side the siX batteries that had occupied 

the ridge, before the Confederates had moved to the attack. 'tlhen the 
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)d. ':/isconsin Battery (6 guns) was forced to retire across the riv,;r, 

the Badgers also took position on the ridge west lying to the west of 

Stones River, All told :·Iendenhall had succeeded in massing 45 guns on 

the commanding ground '"est of Hc?adden' s Ford. 

TWo infantry units (Gibson's brigade and Davis' division) w,;re 

also ordered to t~e left, qy Rosecrans, immediately after Breckiriidge's 

assault had started. During the morning the infantry brigade, co~~r.ded 

by Colonel ':!illiam H. Gibson, had been pulled out of the line on the 

Federal right. Gibson's organization had then been placed in reserve 

in rear of the Army of the Cumberland's center, At the time that 

Sreckinridge 1 s onslaught had reached its apogee, Gibson 1 s brigade re-

ceived instructions from ~secrans to move to the support of Crit~ernen's 

hard-pressed left wing, 60 At the same time the general had .is~~ed 

orders, charging Brigadier General Jefferson c. Davis to move his 

division to the left wing's support. Evacuating its sector on tr.e arrey-'s 

extreme right Davis 1 division, with Colonel ':Jilliam E. ·:loodruff' s 

brigade in the van, rrDved off on the double. 61 

The commanders of the six batteries massed on the ridge west of 

the ford, had been alerted that the Rebels were preparing to attack 

Eeatty's main line of resistance, a short time before the po;Terfu.l 

greyclad lines of battle hove into view. Therefore the Union car~Dneers 

had several minutes in which to complete last minute preparations. The 

respective battery commanders hoped that these would enable their units 

to give the butternuts a hot reception •. 'Nhen the Confederate ir~antry 
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finally popped into view, the Ya~~ee gunners had their pieces air.=d 

and shotted. At an order from their battery commanders the men opened 

fire on the oncorrang Southerners. First the artillerists used stot and 

shell in their pieces. However, as the hard charging Confeder?.tes drove 

closer, some of the bat~eries ~Jitched to canister. To the 7th Indiana 

Battery probably belongs the distinction of getting off the first rounds. 

But within a matter of moments the cannoneers manrang the guns assigned 

to the other five batteries also had their pieces in action. 62 

On the Union's left the three batt.ories attached to tTegley 1 s 

division hurled their messaces of death and destruction at the approaching 

Rebels. With their single 10-pounder Parrott rifle the men of the 2d 

Kentucky Battery had opened fire on the rapidl,y advanci:1g Rebels ·,;ith 

shell. On the Kentuckians' right, the Buckeyes of Battery G and :·!, 

lst Chio Light ArtillerJ had co~enced to h~er away at greyclad masses. 

Not until the Southerners had driven Grider's brigade from the 

co~anding ground east of the river, did the Union artillerists receive 

any counter-battery fire. However, once the butternuts had gained 

possession of that strategic ridge they quickly put their artillery 

in position. Catcr.ing the Union guns in a deadl,jr cross-fire, the 

Confederates forced four of the six Union batteries to give ground. On 

the extreme left the men of the 2d Kentucky battery were compelled to 

retire their 10-pounder Parrott some 40 yards. Upon doing so they 

found that they hsd all but exhausted the supply of amr:unition in their 

limber. Like the Kentuckians, the Ohioans of Batteries G and M found 
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that they were unable to hold their ad·.rar.ce position in the face ·~f tc.e 

Confederates' terrible fire. The batterJ connar.ders order~d their men 

to attach prolonge/ :-opes to their pieces. \-lith the aid of these ro;:es 

the bluecoats proceeded to slo:<ly withdr=.•,; their five guns. ~eac':ing 

a less exposed point about 40 yards west of their initial position, the 

Buckeyes again manned their pieces. They then resuned their duel with 

the Rebel artillerJ. Shortly thereafter a shell from one of the Gon-

federate guns exploded near one of Battery G's guns -killing one man 

and three horses.
63 

Like :·:egley' s gunners on their left, the men of the 7th Inciiana 

BatterJ foura it difficult to hold their ~Tound in the fact of a galling 

fire frora three Rebel batteries (the ',{ashington Art iller.;, ·.-;ri;;ht 1 s 

Battery, and Battery G, 14th Georgia Light ArtillerJ). The Hoosi~rs' 

position becazne even more precarious, :·:hen the three batteries from 

llegley' s division fell back. Glancing to his right, Captain 5-,;alloH 

observed that the regular battery had also co~~enced to give gro~nd. 

Realizing that it would be sucidal for his men to remain where they were, 

Swallow ordered "the battery to fix prolonge, to fire retiring." About 

this time one of the battery's siX guns was accidentally spiked. The 

reason being that the vent had become "filled t-lith friction pri.'l".ers." 

·.-li thou t bothering to inform Captain Swallo• . ., the gun captain, in l-.opes 

of effecting repairs, decided to take his piece to the rear. The other 

gun captains, seeing that this piece was being withdrawn, supposed the 

order had been given to retire. Therefore they immediately started their 
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pieces for the rear. 9efore Captain SHalloH was able to halt this 

unauthorized movement, the pieces had been moved half a hundred y~ds. 

The irate capt:;in irunedie.tely ordered the gun captair.s to return t::eir 

pieces to their original positions. According~r, one gun was ~ov~ qy 

hand to its initial emplacement; the rest, except for the piece ~hich 

had been accidentally spiked, were then limbered up an:! moved for-.;ard. 

Once the five guns had been returned to their original positions, the 

64 Hoosiers again opened fire on the foe. 

',fuen the Confeder;;.te attack started Lieutenant Parsons advar.ced 

his four 3-inch rifles, holding his four :lapoleons in reserve. Parsons 

felt that it l·tould not be good tactics to put his gun howitzers into 

action, until the hard-charging greyclads had moved into closer range. 

After his rifles had been in action for a short time, Parsons noticed that 

Negley's three batteries had fallen back. Learning fro:n his section 

chiefs that most of the rifled a.Il'J111lnition stored in the limbers had 

been expended, Parsons ordered his caissons to the front. It was only 

then that Parsons was advised by one of his men "that sorr,e scouns:i:'el 

had led off~ caissons." The lieutenant's response to this emerg9ncy 

was an order for the men manning the four Napoleons to bring their 

pieces foi'I;ard. By the time that the four smoothbores had roared into 

action, the rifles had exhausted their units' of fire. Parsons not 

wishing to unnecessarily expose the now silent rifles (and their crews) 

ordered them withdrawn,65 

On the regulars' right, the men of Battery F, 1st Ohio Battery 

7/ 
)8 



' 

had opened fire on the hard-charging R.ebel infantry :nth t~eir four 

guns. Evidently the Ohioans, at first did not have too good a field 

of fire, for one of Rosencrans' aides soon put in an appearance. Tne 

staff officer directed Lieutenant Osburn to move his four pieces into 

the open field to his left. This order • . .;as promptlY carried out by 

the Buckeyes.66 

During the first part of this savage artillery duel, the 22 Con-

federate guns had more than held their own idth the 24 Union cann::>ns. 

Three Federal batteries (the 2d Kentucky Battery and Batteries G and ~~. 

1st Ohio Li~ht Attille~J) had been forced to grudginglY give ground. 

A shortage of ~~-ition had forced half of Parsons' guns to cease 

~iring. One of the 7th Indiana's pieces had been accidentally spiked 

and sent to the rear. Further~~re an unhappy misunderstanding connected 

with this gun's re~oval, had caused the Hoosier batterJ to cease !iring 

completely for a few vital moments. But just when the situation see~ed 

to be darkest (for the Federal cause) desperately needed reinforcements 

arrived. It was at this most opportune moment that the artill9r-.f units, 

which Captain I·!enden.l:all had ordered to the front, comrr,enced to arrive 

on the commanding ground west of l·~cFadden' s Ford. In addition the 6th 

Ohio and 26th Pennsylvania had noH opened a highly effective enfilading 

fire on the Confederates. 

First ~~e the 8th Indiana Battery. Thundering for~ard the Hoosiers 

wheeled into position, and unlimbered their six guns immediately on the 

, right of Battery F's four field pieces. Shortly thereafter the Soard of 

J9 



' 

!r-&de Bat~er:;r arrived on the scer,e, The Chicagoans put their six guns 

into action on the left and forward of r:egley's three bat~eries. !;ext 

Battery B, 1st Ohio Light Artillery put in an ap~earance. The Buckeyes 

quickly wf.eeled their three guns ir~to position. Eurthermoret the ::1en 

of the Jd \·lisconsin Battery, after fording the river, had succeeded in 

emplacing their six guns on the ridge's military crest. The position 

occupied by the Badgers was slightly in advance of the other batteries,67 

While the men of the Board of Trade Battery unlimbered their six 

pieces they were exposed to a heavy fire from the Rebel guns emplaced 

on the opposite ridge. Once the Illinoisans had emplaced their guns 

they opened :ire, In accorda!lce <Ti th Captain Stokes 1 instructio:os the 

gunners se!"Ved their >~eapons uith shell - the fuses cut to explode 

in 5-seconds. During the course of this artillery duel, the men of 

the Board of Trade Batc_ery 

68 Battery, 

concentrated their attention on :fright's 

Tennessee 

By the time that the men of Battery B, lst Ohio Light Artillery 

had reached the ridge with their three guns, the Rebel attack had 

commenced to falter. Unlimbering their three pieces the Buckeyes ho.J,zered 

the retiring greyclads with shot and shell. 69 

Once the Board of Trade Battery had put their guns into action, 

the crews manning the six guns attached to Negle;•' s division prepared 

to advance their pieces. !1anhandling their guns for.;ard the caruxJneers 

of the 2d Kentucky Battei"J, and Batteries F and H, lst Ohio Light 

Artillery succeeded in emplacing their '"eapons on the [rOUnd, from which 

they had been driven earlier by the Confederates' furious fire. The lost 
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position recover~d the artillerists co~~enced to pound away at the 

greyclads 1.:Lth sh~ll, reserving their canister for use in case the 

foe should launch a secorn attack,7° 

After reslli~ng their original position the cannoneers of the 7th 

Indiana Battery directed the fire of their five guns on toth the 

Rebel infanti7 and artillerJ. The !ioosiers guns only fell silent, 

af'ter the grey clads had started to give :·ray. In repulsing the foe 1 s 

desperate attack, Captain Swallo~'s gunr.ers found that they had expended 

all their ~~nition, except for a few rounds of canister, During the 

course of the artillery duel the battery had suffered the follo·-r_~~ 

casualties - one killed and two :·rounded, ?l 

On the Hoosiers' right the regulars of Parsons' battery cor.tinued 

to rip the Rebels with shot and shell from their four Napoleons. 

However, the regulars did not emerge unscathed from the contest. For 
I 

I a projectile from one of the Rebels' guns dismounted one of their 

I ::apoleons, The battery only ceased firir.g >rhen their last shot had l:een 
I 

fired, 72 

The men manning the ten field pieces assigned to Battery F, lst 

Ohio Light Artillery end the 8th Indiana EatterJ, the two units emplaced 

on the regular battery's right, also blasted a>ray at the Rebels, The 

Hoosiers at first centered their attention on a strong force of ene~ 

infantry, These butternuts had taken cover in the woods about ?CO yards 

·wrtheast of the Indianians guns. After the battery had expended l2J 

• rounds (all the projectiles that :;ere stored in the limbers) it retired 
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to replenish its su:;>p],y of ammunition. Once tiois mission had bee~ 

successfully accomplished, the battery ret~ned to the front. Taking 

position a little closer to the ford, the Hoosiers noH selected as 

their target a Confederate battery. These Rebel guns were emplaced on 

a ridge 900 yards away. In the ensuing duel the Ya~~ees, after firir~ 

86 rounds, forced the butternut artillerists to limber up their pieces, 

and beat a hurried retreat,73 

After crossing to the west side of Stones River, the men of the 

3d ;fisconsin Battery found that all of the better artillery positions 

had been occupied. Therefore the Badgers were forced to make several 

shifts, before Lieutenant Livingston found what he considered a suitable 

emplacement. All told the Badgers put their guns into action frc~ tbree 

different positions after fording the river, 74 

And to make matters worse for the Cor.federc.tes, the 12 Union 

guns emplaced on either side of the railroad continued to rake the 

ridge. Both the 26th Penru;~lvania ard the 6th Ohio Batteries were 

able to enfilade the left flank of Breckinridge's assaulting force. 

From a range of )000 yards the Ohioans fired 3.5 rounds, with what 

Captain Bradley described as "good .effect" into the attacking Confeder­

ate masses. Both the 26th Penr~lvanian and 6th Ohio Batteries continued 

to pound the Rebels until after the start of the Union count~r-attack, 

But once the bluecoated infantry had recrossed the river Bradley and 

Stevens, fearing that an errant projectile from one of their pieces ~~ght 

fall astray and injure some of their comrades-in-arms, ordered their men 

to cease firing, 7.5 
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As p!'eviously noted from the "After Action Re:;.orts" sul:::-.itteC. 1::; 

the Confeder"te officers, the Union infantry which was stationed on the 

conL<r.ar.ding ground to the west of 1-:cFadden' s Ford also played a pro.-inent 

part in smashing Breckinridge 1 s at ta.ck. Cru.ft 1 s brigade, w!-1ich was 

:;.osted in support of :-:endenhall' s massed artillery, was partially sheltered 

by crude breastworks. Even though they t-Tere exposed to a fierce cross-

fire from both the foe's artillery and infantry, Cruft's hard-bitten 

blueclads clung stubbornly to their imprcvished rifle pits. General 

:~t in his "After Action Report" noted: 

A higher scene of cool moral courage, perhaps, has 
rot been evinced during the ;rar than that exhibited by 
~ brigade on this memorable day, The line lay still and 
quiet behind the frail works we had l:een able to construct, 
with the ~hot and shell of the ene~ co~ing from three 
directions and bursting above, in front of it, ar.d all 
around it, while our o•.m massed batte!'ies were belchin;; 
out their contents in front of and over it. The roar of 
the artill6ry was terrific, The s:roke from our o;m pieces 
and the bursting shell of the ene~ at times obscured the 
line frol'l view. By some t<onderful Providence but three 
men of the brigade were killed here by the enemy's shells.76 

Negley's troops, who were massed in a cornfield U!'lediately in 

the rear of Cruft's brigade, had reached the ridEe too late in the 

afternoon for them to throw up any breastworks. In a successful effort 

to partially nullify the effect of the Confederates' savage fire, ~·egley 1 s 

t-..;o l:rigade commanders-Colonels Stanley and ?·iiller directed their L':en 

to lay dotm, Upon takint: cover the blueooats were cheered to discover 

that the ridge's topographic crest served to screen them to some extent 

from the worst of the Rebels' fire. The men of this combat-tested 

·,division, though exposed to the foe's artillery, held their fire until 
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the Rebel infant'"Y h;;.d closed to within JOO yards, Just before their 

officers gave the word to commence firing, a m4"ber of panic-st~icken 

men from Price's and Grider's trigade, manY of them witr.out arrr.3, 

descended U!=On ~-;iller 1 s a!'.d Stanl-=y 1 s troops, Once the fugatiV'OS had 

passed through their ranks J;egley 1 s infantrymen lea.ped to their !'eet, 

and commenced to blaze away at the on rushing greyclads, The fire of 

Negley's am Cru!'t 1 s troops, in conjunction with that of Eendenhall 1 s 

artillery,served to break the back of Breckinrid£e's poHerful assault,77 

Fortunatel,.v for the Y~l"'.kees the cal"'.noneers manning the four 

guns of the ~ashington Artillery had exhausted their ammunition. Un­

luckily for the Southerners this occurred at about the time.that the 

Federal batteries had been forced to gi•re ground, Respor.ding to the 

emergency with alacrity, Lieutenant Vaught sent the limbers racing to 

the rear to be refilled, long before the limbers could be returned to 

the front, the Yankee artillerists had been reinforced by three fresh 

batteries (the Board of Trade Battery, 8th Indiana Battery, and Battery 

B, lst Ohio Licht Artillery). This incre~ent to their strength enabled 

the bluecoats to smother the greyclad gunners under a storm of shot 

and shell. The Union batteries which had been forced to give ~cum 

were again advanced, Glancing to his right Lieutenant Vaught r.oted, 

that the crew serving one of the guns belonging to Battery G, 14th 

Georgia Light Artillery Battalion had been forced to abandon their piece, 

The Georgians could be seen hugging the ground near the deserted gun. 

Immediately thereafter it became ap>Jarent to the men of the \-lashington 
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Artillery that the ?ederals, having thoroughly beaten do•.-n the Re!:el 

artillerJ, were preparing to counter-attack. To make matters eve~ 

worse the ammunition detail had not yet returned.78 

On the Louisianians' right the artillerists of Battery G, l~th 

Georgia Light Artillery Battalion and './right 1 s Tennessee Battery :'ound 

it extremely difficult to hold their position in the face of the :a~:ees' 

terrible fire. The situation becarne even more critical •,;hen the 

ammunition shortage forced the ':f?.shington Artillery to suddenJ,y cease 

firing. Then to rn3ke rn..atters worse the r;ortherners succeeded in re-

gistering several direct hits, which ovarturned two of the Georgians' 

guns. In accordance ''ith :-:ajar Graves' instructions :·lrie;ht 1 s rr.en had 

shifted their four pieces further to the right. But before the 

Tennesseeans could unlimber their pieces, the bluecoated infantry had 

corn:nenced its po11erful counter-thrust. 79 

The Alab&~ans of Semple's battery and the Floridians of Robert-

son 1 s had bare I,· put their six Napoleons into action, •.<hen the tide of 

battle turned abruptly against the butternuts. Captain 2obertson, 

taking cognizance of the situation, prepared to order the reserve 

artillery's four remaining Napoleons into action. But before he ·•as 

able to do so, th~.captain observed that Ereckinridge's infantry nad 

corr.rnenced to waver. Catching sight of a staff officer - Colonel G. 

st. Leger Grer£ell, Robertson hailed him. The captain approached 

Grenfell, and requested hL~ to carrJ a message to General Bragg. 

Grer£ell was asked to inform the arey cornrr.ander that Robertson 11-;;a.s 

' 
satisfied the infantry trould be ur.able to hold their position. 11 
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~ere£"o:-~ the captain had decided to alter his p~n. Rol:ert~on r.o~·T 

proposed 11 to bring the gur.s of F:obert.::o~. 1 s battery to bear on tr~~ 

enerrv." Accordingly, the captain issued instructions for his ::-.er. to 

put thei:- rer;-.ainin:; fotl!" ~··a:;olsons intc acti0n alon~side the .u~:::arr.a..."ls' 

guns. But before the Floridians ~.rere a'cls to reach the riC.g;e the 2eCel 

80 infantry collapsed, 

l'~eanwhile on tt'.e Gonf'edero.tes' extrer:e ri;;ht, the L'len o~ b\.:-:·rald' s 

battery continued to h~~er away at Grose's line of bQttle with s~ot 

ar.::l sl:.ell. t:ot until after the gur.::;;rs of the ?card of Trade Eattery 

had u,li,nber"ld their six pieces, did C:uwald' s car.r.oneers rec"live ar'l:r 

counter-battery fire. Shortly thereafter :eneral :·lharton, wr.o was 

directir~ the batteiJ''s fire, had his horse shot fron under hiM. By 

the tL~e the general had procured ar~tter mount, the Confederate attack 

had co~enced to ebb, Ar.::l to ~~ke matters worse the general discovered, 

that during his brief absence HUirald 1 s ::-;en had limbered up their four 

pieces and skedaddled. In his "After Action Report" the general noted 

bitterly: "I was throT'm• •• , and 't;hen I succeeded in getting another 

horse the battery LHuwald'~ had been run off without any occasion 

whatever,u81 Thus at a most critical tir,e, just as the Federals 

co~~enced their counter-attack, the Confederates' artillery strength 

on the ridge east of the ford had been reduced Qy one-half (fro'- 22 

to 11 guns), 
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THS U::IOll A.'n:CLI.ZRY AI:Ii 5?.ECKERIJ:GZ 1 S ATTACK 

Chapter II 

BR::CKINiUJ:GE 1 S ASSAULT 

Notes 

1 Q. _g., Series I, Vol, XX, pt. I, P• 785, 807. Gideon J. Pillo:1 we.s 

"torn in '<Tilliamson County, Tennessee in 1806. A laHyer in Colu.-:~bia, 

Tennessee, he attended the Eational I:emocratic Convention in 1844, ar.d 

materially aided his neighl:or Jar.es K. Polk, in obtaining the no!".ination. 

Shortly after the outbreak of tl:e :-:ex:!. can ':lar, Pilla•,, was appointed a 

"brigadier genera.! cy his friend - the President. On April lJ, 18.47 

Pillow was promoted to major general ard participated in Scott 1 s :-:exico 

City Campaign, Returning to civilian life follo<rin~ the !·ie:dcan ·.-rar, 

Pillow resumed his lal1 practice. On l-:ay 9, 1861 Governor P.:arris appoint­

ed Pillo;r a major general in the provisional arrey of the State of Ten­

nessee. Two months later Pillow was made a brigadier general in the 

provisional Confederate ar~. 

2 Ibid., 785, 807-808, 826. From left to right Hanson's brigade Has 

deployed as follo>rs: 6th and 2d Kentucky, 41st Alabama, and 4th Kentucky. 

In PilloH 1 s line of battle the position of one unit can be definitel,y 

pinpointed - the 18th Tennessee. That hard-fighting unit anchored the 

extreme right of Pillow's battle line, 

J ~ •• 785, 796-797, 812. Gibson had formed his brigade in double 

line of battle. From left to right his initial line consisted of the 

16th and 25th Louisiana Consolidated and lJth and 20 t.h Louisiana 
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eonsolidated. The t>ro louisiana regir.ents Here sup]:Orted by the 32d 

AlabarrA Regiment and 14th louisi~na Battalion. The Alabamar~ on the 

left and the Louisianians on the right. From left to right ~reston's 

brigade was deployed as follo:rs: 1st ar.d Jd Florida Consolidated, 

4th Florida, 60th l·:orth Carolina, and 20th Tennessee. 

4 Ibid., 758, 785, 803, 823. This section of Lumsden's Batte~J ~as 

equipped Hith two 10-pounder Parrott rifles. 

5 Ibid., 759-760. 

6 ~·, 760. These 18 guns belonged to l!egle~·· s division anC. Batteries 

Hand :-r, 4th r:r. S. Artillery, and Battery F, 1st Ohio Light ."rtillery, 

7 lli£ .• 785-786, 969. 

8 ~·· 786. 

9 Ibid., 806-808. 

10 Ibid,, 823 

11 .!.£M •• 827, 833 • 

12 Ibid. 

13 Ibid., 812, 818. 

14 I'!lid •• 796-798. 

15 .!.£M., 803. The ~as~ngton flitillery had unlirr~ered their pieces 

near the buildings, which the men of the 51st Ohio had burned earlier 

in the day. However, no targets presented themselves and the Louisianians 

did not go into action at this time. 

16 Ibid •• 7_58-760. 

~ 17 Ibid,, 722, 733, 742, 752. The Rebel artillery received counter-
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battery fire from two sources, The Union guns emplaced near t~~ r2il­

road and those in position llest of EcFadde::1 1 s Ford, 

18 Ibid,, 590, 608, 610, 615. Im:nediately before the attack co""-::er:ced 

Ger~eral Beatty had sent a staff officer to the front. His rrd.ssi.on ~·jas 

tc tell Price tc ;tit~draw his brigade, and take position behind the 

ridge 1 s topog-ap_hic crest, But before the aide 1.;as able to reach 

Price, Breckinridge had launched his attack. 

19 Ibid., 615, 827, 833· 

20 Ibid,, 590, 608, 610-611, 806-808. 

21 Ibid.. 611. 

22 Ibid. 

23 Ibid. t 590, 806. 

24 Ibid •• 609. 

25 Ibid,. 587. 593. 

26 ~·· 587. 595. 

27 Ibid., 587. 591, 593. 595· 

28 ~·· 5'27. 

29 Ibid •• 827. 

30 Ibid., 827, 833· 

31 Ibid •• 797-798. During the course of the approach ~~ch Gibson's 

horse was wcunded. 

32 IllM· 

33 Ibid., 806, 808. f;t-
.J4 Ibid •• 812, 815, 818. 
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35 Ibid., .587-.588. 595-596 • 

)6 Ibid •• _588, 591, 59). 

37 IQi£, •• .588. 609 • 

)8 lli>l·. 598. 

39 lli>l·. 598-599. 

40 ~ .. 601, 602-606. The men or the 13th Ohio while not exposed to 

the fire of the Rebel ir~antry, suffered some losses when the foe's 

artillery oper,ed fire on them with shell ar.d canister. 

41 Ibid.' 599, 601, 605-606. 

42 Ibid., 562, 569, 57). 

4) lli>l•• 569, 57). The co~~anding officer of the 24th Ohio at this 

time was Captain Enoch··xeller. 

44 Ibid •• 566, 567-568. 571. 

45 ~·, 482-_58). Just before the Jd ~fisconsin Battery initially 

went into action General Rosecrans put in an appearance, and ordered 

Uvingston to shift his position slightly. This caused the batterJ to 

open fire.a little later than the lieutenant had originally inter.ded, 

46 ~ •• 797-701, 8JJ. At least two bluecoats succeeded in escaping 

across the river ahead of Lewis 1 patrol. In his "After Action Report" 

Colonel Price noted: 

Corpl, E. C. Hockensl'lith, of the color-guard of the 
21st Kentucky Regilr.ent, and who carried the colors that 
day, was confronted by a rebel in the retreat, and was 
ordered, while on the bank of the river, to surrender, 
to which he replied,· "!!trself I will surrender, but rri1f 
colors never,'" at the same l!lOment throwir,g them into the 
river. Sergt. J, T. Qunn, Company E, of the same regiment, 
seized them and carried them safely through the battle, 
Corporal Hockinsmith escaped and is safe. Ibid., 609. f.3 
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47 Ibid., 797-800, 827. 

48 Ibid •• 806, 808. 

49 Ibid., 821, 822. Upon being wounded Colonel Smth was borne w 

the rear by several of his devoted ~en. 

5El Ibid., 81). 

51 Ibid., 80), 82)-824. By this t~e the men of '.fright's battery 

had repaired the damaged 6-pounder. 

52 Ibid., 759-761. 

53 Ibid., 969. All told the Confederates succeeded in putting 22 

guns into position on the ridge east of HcFadden' s Ford. 

54 Ibid •• 451, 455-456. 

55 Ibid., 456. 

56 Ibid., 244, 456. i·:Orton, a Pennsylvanian, upon his graduation 

fro~ the U. s. Milita~J Acade~ in July 1851, had been conmissioned 

a brevet 2d Lieutenant in the engineers. Horton ·•as promoted to 

brigadier general on l~vember 29, 1862. 

57 Ibid., 244, 251. 

58 Ibid., 456. 

59 Ibid •• 456, 479. 521, 581. 

60 ~ .. )oC-)07. 

61 ~ .. 264, 289. 

62 JJ21!! •• 4,56, 579. 

6) Ibid., 412-415. 

64 Ibid •• 579. ff 
65 Ibid •• 525. 
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66 Ibid,' 52). 

67 Ibid,, 251, 456, 476, 521, 582, 

68 Ibid., 244, 257. 

69 Ibid. t 521. 

70 ill.£.' 412, 415. 

71 Ibid., 579. The Hoosiers were unable to get the gun, which had 

been accidentally spiked, back into action until after the Rebels had 

retreated, 

72 Ibid.' 456, 525. 

7J 1£i£.' 476, 52). 

74 Ibid.' )8). 

75 Ibid.' 479, 581, 

76 Ibid,, 528-529. 

77 Ibid., 408, 421-422, 427, 4JJ-434. 

78 Ibid.' 80J. 
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·'IRE UN!ON ARTILlERY AND BRECKDIRII:GE 1 S ATTACK 

·Chapter III 

THE UN!ON COUNTER-ATT.l.CK 

The hour was now halt-past !our. Just thirty minutes had elapsed 

•since Breckinridge had con!identl,y launched his power!ul attack on the 

U!Uon bridgehead, It was now apparent to the Union troops, ensconced on 

the commar~ir.g ground l,ying to the west or McFadden's Ford, that the 

eutternuts 1 strength was rapidl,y ebbing. Between them the combined !ire 

power or Mendenhall's artiller:f and Cruf't 1s and Negley's in!antry, had 

h'ought the greyclade' advance to an abrupt halt, Furthermre, the Union 

car~neers in addition to forcing Huwald's battery to displace to the rear, 

had diS~:XJunted several or the roe's guns. And to make matters worse !or 

Breckinricge's troops the Yankees had been heavil,y rein!orced, First 

¥.orton 1 s pioneers and then Gibson's in!antry had arrived on the scene, These 

two cornparativel,y fresh units were quickl,y deployed in support or Negley's 

division. U the Federals should suddenl,y seize the initiative, Brecki~ 

ridge's assault might possibl,y be turned into a major Confederate disaster, 

But 11" the Yankees' were to go over to the attack, the decision to do so 

11111st be made proJilPtl,y, for the hour was alr.,ady late, At the mment, 

the best that the Union brass could hope !or, would be a maximum ot 
. 

another hour or daylight, 

Even though Generals Rosecrans, Crittenden, Negley, and Palmer 

were present on the ridge overlooking McFadden's Ford, it seems that 
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apparently these high rar~r~ officers failed to grasp the urgency of 

the situation, It was one of Negley's brigade comr:-.anders--Colonel l·~ller--

wt~ first sensed that the time was ripe for the Federals to launch t~eir 

counter-:~.ttack. Once the colonel had observed that the Rebels had com-

menced to give way, he waved his eager D'.en fonrard, This !'.iller did on 

his own initiative without ,;aiting for orders from General Negley, As 

the brigade moved out in line of battle, it was deployed from left to 

right as follows: the 21st and 74th Ohio, )7th Indiana, and 78th Penn­

sylvania.1 Immediatel;y after Hiller's troops had started for..rard Generals 

Rosecrans and Negley rode up, and directed Colonel Stanley to commit his 

brigade, Cheering wildly Stanley's men also moved to the attack. Closing 

in on Miller's brigade Stanley's troops, the lith Hichigan on the extre!l!e 

right, were partia~ fo=ed in the intervals between the various units 

of Miller's co~~nd. The 18th Ohio took position between the )7th Indiana 

and 78th Pennsylvania. 2 Colonel Stanley did not move for-.tard with his 

brigade. But in accordance with instructions from Negley, he remair.ed on 

the river's left bank, Stanley's task 1o10uld be to supervise the movement 

of reinforcements to the front, 

Passir~ through Cruft's brigade Negley's troops, with Miller at their 

head, surged forward, and took position behind a rail fence which skirted 

the river's west bank, From the cover afforded by the fence the blue-

clads blazed away at Breck:inridge's Confederates on the opposite ridge. 

Colonel Miller, observing that large llWI1l:ers of the greyclads had com-

menced to filter to the rear, decided to send his men across the river. 
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Accordingly, the colonel ordered the advance resumed. Plunging into t~e 

icy water the troops, in the face of a galling fir~. directed against 

their front and right flank,waded the stream. The colors of the 78th 

Pennsylvania and 19th Illinois were the first to reach the river's east 

bank.:3 

While Negley's troops were in the process of storming across the 

river, General Palmer noted that a ~~~er of Confederates (the 16th and 

25th Louisiana, and detachments drawn from the 2d and 6th Kentucky) had 

forded the river southeast of McFadden's Ford. The general correctly 

estimated that this Rebel force consisted of three small regiments. When 

~hese greyclads took position in a c~ or trees near the river, Pa~er 

expressed alarm lest they be able to enfilade the right fl3nk of Negley's 

division, as it pushed forward. He was correct in this deduction. For 

already the butternuts had begun to harass the right flank of Hiller's 

attacking battle line. Therefore Palmer determined to dislodge the pesky 

butternuts. 

Hastening forward the general hailed Lieutenant Colonel Josiah 

Given, of the 18th Ohio. At this moment only a part of Given's regiment 

had forded the river. The general im!llediately placed Given in charge of 

a combat patrol. Given's patrol was composed of detachments from the 18th 

Ohio, :37th Indiana, and 78th Pennsylvania, which had not yet forded t!le 

river. With this force Given was directed to drive the Confederates frorm 

the woods, to the west of the river, in which they had ensconced themselves. 4 

While Negley's troops were fording the river, a staff officer dashed 



_up to Colonel ¥~ller. The aide proceeded to inform the Colonel "that it 

was General Palmer's order that the troops should not cross." Miller, 

upon taking stock of the situation (the eneDzy" 1S retreat and the fact 

that·ma~ of his men had already reached the stream's right bank), de­

termined to ~nore Palmer's message. 

Once the hard-fighting infantry of Negley's division had carved 

out a bridgehead, they again took cover behind a rail fence. From the 

shelter af'forded by the fence they opened a scathing fire on the retreat­

ing grey clads. On Miller's left the men of' the 21st Ohio soon abandoned 

the cover af'forded by the fence and scaled the ridge. Upon gaining its 

crest the Buckeyes disappeared into the woods.5 

Meanwhile Given had deployed his combat patrol as ski-~shers. 

Pressing eagerly forward Given's troops forced Major Zacharie's comMand to 

give ground. (In addition to his own regiment, the 16th and 25th 

Louisiana Consolidated, Zacharie had assumed charge of detachments of the 

2d and 6th Kentucky which had crossed the river.) Reaching the crest 

of the ridge, on the opposite side of the river from the one occupied by 

the Confederate. artillery, Given was somewhat disconcerted to discover that 

the remainder of Negley's division (which was then operating east ot the 

river) had failed to keep pace with his advance. FearfUl lest his s~ 

unit be isolated and destroyed, the colonel caused his bugler to sound 

retreat. Just as the combat patrOl had co111:1enced to retire, one of' the 

infantrymen on the extreme right shouted: "They are flanking us !'rom 

#the woods on the right.• This distressing news caused a number of' the 
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,Federals to oolt for the rear. Dashing to his right Given reached the 

edge of a cornfield, which lay to the southeast of l1cFadden' s Ford. A 

hasty glance served to convince the colonel that the soldier, who had 

initially reported a Confederate advance, was in serious error. For the 

only greyclads then Visible to the colonel were a few of Zacharie's men, 

And these individuals, instead of moving to the atuck, had taken up strong 

defensive positions to his imlllediate front. Quickly ral..cying the shaken 

members of his combat patrol, Given posted them in the edge of the woods, 

Stalemated the two cotru"!aros--Zacharie' s and Gi Yen' s--f aced each other on 

opposite sides of the cornfield,6 

About this time Miller received a second DleSsage from Palmer. On 

reading the order the colonel found that Palmer wished his command "to 
-

recross the river and support the line on the hill," Having ro inclinations 

to turn back Miller decided to igrore Palmer's instructions. Instead the 

hard-hitting colonel resolved to press on. 7 

When the bluecoats had forded the river, the troops comprising the 

various units had become somewhat scrambled. But the men were veterans, 

and the officers, with relative ease, were able to regroup their respective 

organizations. From left to right Miller's battle line, as it lay behind 

the rail fence, consisted of the 74th and 69th Ohio, 19th Illinois, 78th 

Pennsylvania, arxi Uth Michigan. At a word from Hiller, the Union troops 

s-prang up from behirxi the fence aro started forward shouting wildJ,y. As 

the Yankees rapidly ascended the steep ridge, they were exposed to a brisk 

!ire from wright's and Semple's guns. These batteries which were covering 

5 

.. 



,the Confederate retreat, were emplaced on an eminence in the northwestern 

corner of the cornfield. Evidently the buttermt canroneers were over-

shooting their targets. For their projectiles failed to inflict very many 

casualties on the rapidly advancing bluecoats, In scaling the hill the 

men of the 19th Illinois lost their commanding officer--Colonel Joseph R, 

Scott, Before it had reached the crest or the ridge, the Federals' battle 

line was strenghtened when the 21st Ohio sudden)y reappeared, and took 

position on the 74th Ohio's left, By the time the Yankees had driven to 

Within 150 yards of the eight canister belching Rebel guns, the last or 

the foe's supporting infantry broke for the rear. Colonel Miller now 

ordered the 78th Penns,ylvania to charge the guns! 8 

Without doubt the first Union troops to ford the river in the wake 

of Miller's gr~~ infan~;men, were the remnants or Grider's and Price's 

shattered coiiUIIands, A£ter their units had been driven across the river, 

the two brigade conunaniers, ably assisted by their I!X)re resolute sub-

ordi=tes, rallied the hard-core elements of their respective organiza­

tions, These consisted of the soldiers, who instead of scattering had 

remained in the area, As soon as the Rebels commenced to give way, the 

reorganized fragments of Price's arxi Grider's brokStbrigades moved to the 

attack, In his "After Action Report• Grider tersely recalled: 

•• .I, with the flags of the Nineteenth Ohio arxi Ninth 
Kentucky, recrossed th.§. river, tollowed closely by Li.eutell<lllt 
Colonel Cram, Majors LFira=s Y Mottley and Man:lerson, men 
and officers £rom the Nineteenth Ohio, Ninth and Eleventh 
Kentucll;y, Lieut. Philip Reefy holding the colors or the 
Nineteenth, ard Private Moses Rourk those o£ the Ninth 
Kentucky, 
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Observing that the men would follow an:i stand by 
their colors, I here took the flag of ro:r own regiment (the 
Ninth Kentuck;y), and, riding forward, called on the troops to 
advance, to which they gallantly responded •••• 

Pushing rapidly forw~ these reorganized fragments of Grider's 

and Price's brigades forced Lewis' combat team to grudgingly give ground. 

Tald.ng position to the right of ~!iller's advancing battle line the troops 

began to ascend the hill, down which they had fled but a few minutes 

before. 9 

On Miller's left, near the Hoover house, three hard-fighting units 

(the 84th Illirois, :;36th Indiana, and 6th Ohio) had grimly held their 

position in the face of slashing attacks by Pillow's and Preston • s Rebel 

brigades. Shielded by their comrades-in-arms resolute stand, the officers 

of the five regiments which had sought shelter north and west of the 

Hoover bouse rallied and regrou?Sd their respective units. By the time 

Negley's troops had crossed the river, the officers had succeeded in re-

storing a semblance of order to their commands. Colonels Grose and HoHard., 

observing that the greyclads had started to melt away in the face of 

Miller's counter-thrust, issued orders for their men to take up the attack. 

Howard's re-formed brigade (less the lJth Ohio) took position on the right 

of Grose's battle line. The 23d Kentuck;y and 24th Ohio on being rallied, 

had formed on the 36th Indiana's right. Immediately before these two 

brigades took up the advance, Hazen's unit which had crossed the river, 

co111111enced to take position ih rear of Grose's battle line.10 

At the time that the Confederates had launched their s111llshing 

attack on the Union bridgehead, Hazen 1 s brigade occupied the ground to 

1 



, the right of the massed Union batteries, Even before the rout o~ 

Beatty's division, Hazen had mce~v.J!i his marching orders from Ger:.eral 

Palmer, The hard-hitting colonel was directed by the general, to move 

to the support of the troops holding the bridgehead, But by the time 

the head of Hazen's colu:nn had reached HcFadden's Ford, Price's ani Grider's 

troops had fled across the river, As Hazen's troops pushed rapid zy to-

ward the ford, they encountered the broken fragments of these two shattered 

brigades. Throwing away their arms maey of these panic-striken indivi­

duals broke through Hazen's ranks shouting, "All is lost, • Unda\mted by 

this disheartening scene Hazen's men pushed steadizy on, •every can and 

officer doing his duty.• But before Hazen could form his brigade, the 

massed fire of the Union artillery and infantry had broken the back of 

the Confederate assault. Fording the river in column of fours in the 

wake of Grider's and Price's troops, Hazen's brigade moved to the right, 

On reaching the Hoover house Hazen deployed his brigade immediately in 

the rear of Grose's line of battle,11 

After his division, led by Colonel Hiller, had stormed across 

the river, General Negley approached General Morton. The division 

co!lllllander opened his conversation with a request, that Morton use his 

brigade to support Miller's attack. This task was cheerfully accepted 

by the combative Horton. Quickly !11\lstering the three battalions which 

constituted his brigade, Morton led them forward on the double. However, 

by the time the Fioneer brigade had forded the river and deployed, Miller's 

attacking bluecoats had swept the butterrnits from the high grou!Xi east 
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. 12 or the river • 

Colonel Gibson 1 s brigade reached the commanding pound west of 

McFadden's Ford, immediately after Negley's troops bad stormed across 

the river, In accordance with instructions from Rosecrans' headquarters, 

Gibson quickly deployed his brigade in the cornfield, This field had 

been occupied by Negley's division, before it had moved to the attack, 

Here thE! unit would be in close supporting distance of beth Her.der.hall' s 

lJ artillery and Cruft's brigade, 

Davis' hard-marching division reached the area adjacent to Me-

Fadden's Ford, close on the heels of Gibson's men, By this time the 

bluecoated infantry was in the process of sweeping the last-ditch de-

fenders from the opposite ridge, Despite the imminent approach of dark-

ness the Federal brass, still had designs of converting the Confederate 

repulse into a major disaster, Accordingly, Davis' division was directed 

to cross the river, Spearheaded by Woodruff's battle-hardened brigade, 

the division moved forward in colUIIUl of fours, At this time McFadden's 

Ford was being utilized by the Pioneer brigade, Therefore Davis was 

directed to see that his division crossed the river at a lower ford, This 

ford lay a short distance to the south>rest of the Hoover house, However, 

by the time Woodruff's troops had waded the river, the tactical situation 

had changed, McFadden' s Ford was now declared open for traffic. Davis 

was directed to use that ford, Woodruff's thoroughly confused troops 

were recalled, The division then moved to the McFadden's Ford, And 

..._ Woodruff' a chilled a.rxl disgusted men were sent wading into the iey water 

for a third time, The brigades, con:rr-.anded by Colonels P, Sidney Post 
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14 and William P. Carlin, f'o1lo•,red Wood..."''lf'f'' s across the river, 

When Miller's grim inf'antiJ~en had reached the river's rig~t 

bank, the portion of' lewis 1 combat tea1:1 which had remained on the east 

side of' the river was threatened with isolation ar.d possible destruction, 

Responding to the emergency with alacrity lewis ordered his men t-:l fall 

back, Once lewis' retreat had unco•rered McFadden's Ford, the reorgarJ.zed 

. 15 portions of' Grider's and Price's brigade crossed the river, 

Even before the Yankee had launched their powerful counter-attack, 

the troops of' the "Orphan• brigade had found it most dii'f'icult to cling 

to their hard won foot-hold, on the ridge east of' the ford, For rnt 

only was the brigade exposed to a terrible f'ire from the Union infantry 

and artillery to its i:l!lznediate front, but its right flank was being 

pounded unmercii'ully by the two Federal batteries (the 26th Pennsylvania 

and 6th Ohio) emplaced near the railroad, Colonel Tarbue was badly 

shaken by his men 1 s desperate plight, Accordingly, he determined to 

withdraw, In co~cating this order to his men the colonel was con-

fronted by several dii'f'iculties, For in addition to being pinned down by 

the Federals' tire, the "Orphan" brigade had become badly intermir~led 

with the lJth and 20th Louisiana Consolidated, Therefore when the "Orphan• 

brigade eocmenced to retire, it constituted anything but a well-organized 

16 and cohesive unit, 

The initial intelligence which Colonel Gibson received pertaining 

to the Ufliln counter-offensive, was when he saw Lewis' combat te= sud-

, denly break f'or the rear, To make matters worse Tarbue, i.Dunediately 
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thereafter, withdrew the "Orphan" brigade. Gibson's lone regi.rnent--tl:e 

lJth and 20th Louisiana-- then found itself alone, and all but isolated 

on the left flank of Ereckir.ridge 1 s division. 

Following closely on the "Orphan" brigade's retreat, a strcr.g 

skirmish line, composed of the reorganized portions of Grider's ar~ Price's 

brigades, moved against Gibson 1 s position. Fightil'lg with griln-determina­

tion the Louisianians quickly checked the Yal".kees 1 advance. On glancing 

to his right Gibson was shocked to note that a powerf'ul blueclad line of 

battle (Hiller's eo=ncl), was rapidly closing in on Pillow's and Preston's 

brigades. The situation became increasingly grave when Pillow's troops 

suddenly abandoned their position. This Union success exposed the 

Louisiana regilnent's right flank. Dashing to his left Gibson saw that 
-

a strong Union force (Hazen's brigade) had started to ford the river. 

Confronted by a strong skirlllish line to his imL:ediate front, and with 

his flanks threatened with envelopment, Gibson ordered his regilnent to 

retire.17 

On Gibson's right,Pillow's Tennesseeans had been unable to check 

Negley's troops as they stormed across the river. Once they had reached 

the stream's right bank, the Yankees quickly carved out a bridgehead. 

While the majority of the bluecoats were seen to take cover behind a rail 

fence, near the river, one regiment--the 21st Ohio-- was observed to 

pa.sh resolutely up the hill beyond. What especially troubled Pillow 

about this development, was that the Buckeyes made directly for the gap 

• which existed in his brigade's battle line. As the result of a configuration 
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in the terrain, a space that was at least a regimental front in lengtt, 

separated the 18th Tennessee on Pillow's right from the re~air~er of 

the brigade. As the Buckeyes scaled the ridge, their advance was covered 

by the fire of the massed Union artillery po3ted on the opposite ridge. 

In addition the volleys discharged by Hiller's infantry, which was en-

sconced behind the fence,helped to keep the butternuts pinned down. 

Confronted by this grave threat to his right flank, Pillow was lef't 

with but one alternative-to retire. In his •Arter Action Report" Pillow 

recalled: "It_lhis brigadi/ retired in sotr.e confusion, but with as little 

as could have been expected when sudde~ surprised by movements of the 

ene~'s fresh forces [Negley's divisioDl, which could not have been fore-

seen, and which we had not the means of meeting." The Ca.IU'\Oneers of 

Battery G, 14th Georgia Light Artillery Battalion covered the brigade's 
18 

retreat with their four guns. 

The crack 18th Tennessee had taken up a very strong position, 

which was partially sheltered from the foe's fire. Colonel Palmer felt 

confident, that his men could hold their position indefinitely. But when 

the colonel observed that the other units of Pillow's brigade, deployed to 

his right had commenced to retire, he "ordered •• • Lhi"i] regiment to with­

draw, to avoid a flank movement in that direction [his righi/. • As 

the 18th Tennessee col!llllenced to pull back, the officers of Grose • s and 

Howard's brig~de were clearly visible, to the men from the Volunteer 

state, as they sought to rally and re-form their troops. But, unfortu­

nately for the Southerners, these disorganized units were effectively 
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screened by the three regiments of Grose's brigade, sheltered behind 

the impovished barricades which they had erected adjacent to the Hoover 

house, 

Upon the retreat or Pillo>r' s Tennesseeans, Preston's brigade was 

left to maintain the contest on Breck1nridg9 1S right, Negley's division, 

led by the hard-fighting Colonel Hiller, soon left the shelter afforded by 

the fence rails and moved to the attack. On his right Miller was sus-

tained by the reorganized fragments of Price's and Grider's co~1 while 

on his left Grose's and Howard's units took up the advance. Preston's 

greyclads, supported on the left by Gibson's lone Louisiana regiment, 

blazed awa:y at the oncoming Yankees as they ascended the ridge, Within 

a few minutes three of Preston 1 s regiments (the lst and )d Florida Con­

solidated, 60th North Carolir.a, and 20th Tennessee) were forced to give 

wgy, However, the hard-fighting men of the 4th Florida grimly clung to 

their position. Colonel William L, L, Bowen succinct~ described the 

ensuing conflict: 

... but at length the line began to yield on our left 
and then on our right, ar.d I mean to detract nothing from 
other gallant regiments by saying that I soon found the 
Fourth Florida almost entire~ abandoned by the rest of the 
line, The men still continued to fire with that deliberate 
accuracy that characterizes the Florida woodsman,., The 
accidents of the grouni which DIY co=nd occupied afforded 
a partial protection, and I determined to hold it as long 
as practicable, that, 11' possible, we might form a nucleus 
upon which to ra~ the broken line, but obstinate valor 
had to yield to superior force. It was not, however, until 
the men began to announce their 40 rounds expended that I 
gave the collll!lani to cease firing and fall back, _Upon 
gaining a little elllinence, I discover~d that ... LMiller] 
had smart~ turned our left i'lank, • • Land. Grose and Howari/ 
were advancing upon our right, subjecting us to a DXlst 
concentrated and destructive fire, ~)" 
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Debouching from the woods the Floridians emerged into the large 

cornfield, across which Breckinridge's division had so confidently 

advanced a bare 45 minutes before, Near the upper end of the cornfield 

Co lone 1 Bowen spied '.'/right's Tennessee Battery, The hard-pressed gunners 

had their four pieces emplaced, and were blasting away at Hiller's hard­

charging bluecoats, 20 

Besides the infantrymen of the 4th Florida and the Consolidated 

Louisiana regiment all the Confederate batteries, except Huwald's, held 

their ground until the last possible mooent, On the Rebel left the 

ammunition detail sent to the rear by Ueutenant Vaught, returned to the 

front, Fortunately for the butternuts this occurred just before the 13th 

and 20th Louisiana Consolidated was forced to give way, An eagerly 

awaited, but liDtl.ted supply of shell and canister, was quickly distributed 

to the crews serving the Washington Artillery's four guns. Once they 

had received the =nition, the gunners commenced to blast away at the 

rapidly advancing blueeoats, Grimly holding on to their position the 

men of the Washington Artillery ripped Price's and Grider's onrushing 

troops with canister and shell. Covered by the battery's resolute stand, 

the Consolidated regiment succeeded in effecting its escape, Vaught held 

his men to their guns, until the Yankees had closed to w.i.thin 50 yards, 

Satisfied that the Louisiana infantry had made good their retreat, Vaught 

ordered his men to withdraw, In spite of the galling volleys being poured 

into them by the Union infantry, the cannoneers succeeded in Umbering 

, up their four pieces, The cannoneers of the 'tlashington Artillery fell 
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back in good order. After crossing the cornfield the gunners un-

limbered their four pieces in the edge of the '.oods on its far side, 

and to the left of Robertson's six Napole<Jns.21 

Short~ before the Union battle line closed in on them; the =en 

of Battery G, 14th Georgia Light Artillery Battalion, had succeeded in 

remounting the two pieces, which had been upset during the artillery 

duel. In accordance with Pillow's instructions the Georgians covered the 

Tennessee brigade's retirement. Halting to fire an occasional round at 

the advancing Federals, the batterJ retired across the cornfield, On 

reaching the woods on the opposite side, the artillerists urUjL~ered their 

!'our guns. 22 

The gunners manning the eight guns belonging to Wright's 
-

Tennessee and Semple's Alabama batteries, were not so fortunate as those 

assigned to Battery G and the •..rashington ArtillerJ. During the course 

of these two units fighting retreat across the cornfield, three guns 

were lost. 

In a fUtile effort to check Miller's hard-driving bluecoats, the 

gunners assigned to Wright's Tennessee Battery had grimly held their 

ground. Round after round of spherical case and canister were fired by 

the rugged Tennesseeans into the oncoming Union battle line. The cannoneers 

continued to serve their four pieces, until the foe had closed to within 

75 yards. It was then, that Captain 'tlright was cut down by a Mini.fball, 

mortal~ wounded. The captain expired within a :few minutes. And his 

body was carried to the rear by three of his devoted men. Immediately 
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_ai'ter Wright had been str..1ck do1m, l1ajor Graves bell0!1ed out the order 

"limber to the rear." Just as the four pieces were being limbered up, 

Graves spotted the 4th Florida hastening to the battery's aide, This 

caused the major to change his mind, He barked out instructions, for 

the cannoneers "to unlimber and fire double charges of canister." The 

crew serving each of the battery's four brass guns obeyed this order 

"by firi:~g about one round to the piece, • When this failed to check 

the foe, Graves again roared out the co=nd "limber to the rear," But 

it was too late, For the Yankees were upon them, and the Tennesseeans 

found that it was impossible to limber up two of their four pieces, And 

these two treasured guns fell into the Victorious Yar.kees' hands. Covered 

b.7 the infantrymen of the 4th Florida, the cannoneers of Wright's battery 

succeeded in escaping with their t;;o other pieces,2J 

The four Napoleons, manned b.7 the men of Semple's Alab= Battery, 

were emplaced in the cornfield to the right of Wright's guns. Under the 

ever watchful eye of Major Graves the Alabamans continued to serve their 

guns, until the Union infantry had closed to ·.dthin 100-yards, It was 

o~ then that Graves gave Lieutenant Fitzpatrick permission to displace 

his guns to the rear, But by this time the battery had suffered terrible 

casualties, Out or the 45 of!icers and men taken into battle, the unit 

had lost 20 men. In one gun crew alone all the cannoneers, but two, and 

two or the drivers had been shot down, Furthermore, three or the same 

gun's horses, including both wheel horses had been killed, As a result 

or these heavy losses and the Federals' close proximity, the Alabamans 
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were unable to rer:10ve one of their Napoleons. This piece ·•as sor:-ow­

?4 flllly aban1oned, when the battery retired.-

The section of Robertson's battery, which had been thrown ~or-

ward in support of the attacking infantry, fell back a short t:L.,.e be-

fore Wright's and Semple's batteries had been forced to retire. Dur:L~ 

the relative short period in which the Floridians' two gunS had b~en 

engaged, they had lost six men and one-half dozen horses. 25 

From its vantage point atop W~ne 1 s Hill, Cobb's battery opened 

fire on the advancing Federals. In return the batter-J received the !ire 

of four or five Union pieces, emplaced to the north and west of the 

co!lUl1ailding hill. After a brief and harmless contest the Confederate 

gunners ceased firing, and immediately thereafter the Federal ar~illerist 

shifted targets. 26 

As rapidly as the badly battered Rebel units reached the ;roods, 

where they had been marshaled before moving against the Union bridge-

head, their officers sought to rally them. The Rebel brass hoped to 

establish their reorganized main line of resistance in the verge of the 

woods. Here with the dornfield to their immediate front the officers 

!elt,they had a possibility of checking the mighty Union onslaug"t· 

Breckinridge 1 advl.sed that Najor Graves had been badly wounded in the 

course of the precipitant retreat, told Captain Robertson to supervise 

the artillery's emplacement. 

When it became apparent to Robertson that the gre-Jclad inf'antry 

had com.'11enced to retire, he ordered the two sections of his battery which 

had not been eom:nitted, to take position in the edge of the woods. There 
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t!he two sections were quickzy joined by the battery's two other !:apoleons, 

which had just been withdrawn from a more advanced position. The four 

guns of Byrne's Kentucky Battery and the two rifles served by the men 

of I.wns,fen's Al.abar\3 Battery were brought up from the strategi= reser;e, 

These six pieces were emplaced near the Floridi:1ns 1 six Napoleons. As 

rapidly as the cannoneers from the other units (Battery G, ~emple's, 

Wright's, and the Washington Artillery), whi.ch had participated in the 

attack entered the woods, Robertson had them unlimber their pieces. On 

making a hasty inspection Robertson learned that these four batteries 

had all but exhausted the ll!Uted stock of a.nununition transported in 

the l.111lbers. Therefore the captain was compelled to send them to the 

rear to replenish their chests from the caissons. Once this necessary 

operation had been completed, the batteries returned to the !ron';, After 

the last of the Confederate stragglers had entered the "WOods, Robertson 

ordered his gunners to open fire. On going into action the Rebel can­

noneers concentrated their attention on the foe's infantry, At this 

ti.'lle the Federals were massing their troops in the cornfield to the 

cannoneers immediate !ront.27 

Robertson 1 s artillery concentration was supported on the right 

by the hard-riding cavalrymen of \</harton's brigade, and on the left 

by the two units of Gibson's brigade--the )2d Alabama and 14th Lauisiana 

Battalion-, which had rot participated in the assault on the Union 

bridgehead, On discovering that the Confederate infantry had started 

to give way General Wharton immediately hailed a staff officer. The 
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_general sent the aide flying to the rear with orders for Colonel Thonas 

Harrison, to hold the general's brigade ready to cover Breckinridge's re-

treat. Upon receipt of these instructions, Harrison disroounted ar.d de-

ployed the brigade in the edge of the woods, in support of Robertson's 

artillery concentration. Wharton soan rejoined the brigade, and placed 

his stamp of approval to Harrison's dispositions, The cannoneers of 

White's battery were instructed to be ready to open fire on the oncoming 

28 blueclsd3, 

General Preston now galloped up. He advised Wharton to have 

the battery hold its fire, "as he might fire on some of our ~~n." This 

Wharton did, Preston then succeeded in re-forming the remnants of his 

brigade, alongside Wharton's rugged troopers, 29 

The cavalry brigade 1 co=nded by General Pegram, remained in 

the saddle. Pegram's unit was given the mission of picketing the country 

side between Wharton's right and the Lebanon pike,JO 

Covered by the Confederate artiller'Jo and its supporting cavalry 

ani infantry, the badzy shattered units constituting Pillow's, Tarbue 1s, 

and Gibson's brigades, fell back into the woods, Here the o!ficers 

vainzy sought to ral.l;y" ani reorganize their respective commands, For-

tunately for the Rebel leaders, the Federals, taking account of the 

late hour and the rapid approach of darkness, refrained from lau11Ching 

an all out attack on Breckinridge's hasty improvised defense line,)l 

Of the Confederate officers submitting "After Action Reports", 

the onzy one who admitted that the retreat degenerated into a rout was 
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• the outspoken Captain Robertson, The remainder of the Rebel leaders 

making reports, merezy stated that some confusion accompanied the 

•.li.thdrawal. However, Robertson pulled no punches. In grim words the 

captain described the situation; 

The contagion of flight had spread to the artillery, 
and it was with great difficulty that several pieces of 
artillery were brought away, owing to the drivers being 
frightened, In 1110re than one instance I foun:i it nec-
essary to cook~ revolver.and level it in order to 
bring men to a realizing sense of their duty, I am 
olearzy of the opinion that if there had been no artillery 
on that field the ene~ would have gone into Murfreesborough 
easizy that evening. There was no organization that I could 
see or hear of until after the ene~ had been checked, save 
in the artillery. I have never seen troops so oompletezy 
broken in ~ military experice"oe. I tried 11\YSelf', and saw 
maey others try, to ralzy them; but they seemed actuated oozy 
by a desLre for safety and beyond the reach of other sentiments, 
I saw the col.ors of maey regiments pass, and· though repeated 
caLls were made for men of the different regiments, no 
attention was paid to them,32 

1-lhen Colonel Miller bellowed out the order to charge the 

batteries!, the men of the 78th Pennsylvania surged forHard on the 

double. Not wishing to permit the boys from the east coast to get ahead 

of them, the troops of the 19th Illinois, lith Nichigan, and 69th Ohio 

also sprinted toward the guns. Ott to Col.onel Miller 1 s left, the Zlst 

Ohio likewise sprang to the attack. Breasting a storm of canister ard 

spherical case the determined blueooats, their bayonets fixed, closed 

in on the eight death dealing Confederate guhs. When it became apparent 

that they would be unable to check the onslaught, the grim cannoneers, 

bel.onging to Semple's and Wright's batteries, commenced to Umber up 

1 their pieces. But before they could escape, the Federals were upon 
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• them. In the ensuing struggle the men of Negley's division captur~ 

three of the eight guns. During the struggle for the guns, the ha_-d­

bitten infantry of the 68th Pennsylvania captured the colors of the 

26th Tennessee. 

While Miller's Yankees •ere engaged in the dirty, but highl7 

necessary, task of mopping up the isolated pockets of resistance left 

by their rapid advance, they were subjected to a desultor-.r bombardment. 

These guns which were firir.g on the bl'.!ecoats, were those which Rotert-

son had massed. From their position in the edge of the woods, on the 

opposite side of the cornfield, the Southern artillerists sought to 

prevent Miller from reorganizing his command, preparatory to a reSUl:!Ption 

of the attack. Fortunately for the Federals the Rebels were usir.g 

canister. And since they were beyorxi the maximum effective rar.ge, for 

tr~t type of projectile, the Northerners suffered very little from 

this shelling. 

Miller, observing that the rapid pursuit and excitment engendered 

by the capture of the three Rebel guns had thrmrn his comiT!and into 

considerable disorder, decided to halt arxi regroup. The regimental 

conmanders on mustering their men, learned that they had all but 

exhausted their units of fire. In an effort to cope with this dan-

s 
gerour situation Miller sent an aide racing to the rear, The staff 

officer was instructed to urge General Negley to send reinforcements 

and a.mx::unition to the front. If the requested men and lll!l!lllnition 

arrived in the few minutes that remained before darkness set in, )'.j_ller 

lop 
21 



proposed to hurl his comnand against the Rebel trooJ>s that had taken 

position on the other side of the cornfield. While the officers were 

busy re-forming their units, Colonel Stanley reached the scene. Fol­

lo,rl.ng his arrival the colonel reSUlTled coT.rnand of his brigade, 33 

Fighting their way up the hill the reorganized portions of 

Grider's and Price's cornmar~s. drove the men of the Consolidated Louisiana 

regiment and Lewis' corr~at team before them. The crest of the ridge 

from which Grider's troops had been previous~ driven recovered, the 

blueooats pushed rapidly on. Reaching the edge of the cornfield, >~her,e 

Price's line of battle had originally formed, the revenged minded Fed-

erals sighted the eight Confederate guns. Obliquing sharp~ to the 

left, Grider's and Price's troops prepared to charge the cannon. Moving 

forward on the double the troops raced eagerly ahead, in hopes that 

they might reach the gurs ahead of ¥.iller's onrushing men. HO\-rever, it 

appears that Miller's troops bested Grider's and Price's soldiers in the 

race for the guns--Though this is disputed by Colonel Grider. In his 

"After Action Report" the colone~ recalled: 

... rushing upon the eneey, Lw;/drove them \rl.t]l . 
great slaughter fron and past the ground which ••• L~iT had 
occupied before the attack, the Eleventh Keniucky taking 
a stand of colors, and the three regiments j!)th ar~ llth 
Kentucky, and 19th OhiJ capturing four of the enet~V's · 
guns (the Washington Artillery), the colors of the Nine­
teenth Ohio and the Ninth Kentucky Volunteers being first 
to reach them. Lieutenant-Colonel Cram, of the Ninth, 
and Major Mottley, of the Eleventh Kentucky, \rl.th 11\YSelf, 
were the first mounted officers at these guns.34 

On several points in his account Grider is in error. Accordir.e; 

to the Confederate reports they lost onJy three gun3 (rot four), an:l. 
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, these pieces belonged to l1right 's arxl Ser:ple 1 s batteries (not the 

Washington Artillery). In addition neither Grider's division co~Ander 

(Beatty), nor his corps colll!'".ander (Crittenden) specifically credited 

his brigade with the capture of the Confederate guns, in their "After 

Action Reports.•:35 'tlhereas Rosecrans, Thomas, and Negley all credit 

Ydllerls attacking force with the capture of the Rebel field pieces.36 

The guns captured and the Confederates in full retreat, Grider's 

and Price's men paused for a few moments to catch their second wind. 

The unit C0!111T'Anders took this opportunity to reorganize their respective 

organizations. Like their comrades-i~~ in Negley's division the 

troops, found on examining their cartridge 'toxes, that they had all but 

exhausted their supply of ammunition. Under the confusion and strain 
-

engendered by the rapid advance, Union logistics had completely broken 

down. The arey' s ordnance officers foun:i that it was utterl,y impossible 

to get the ammunition wagons to the front. Like Negley's troops, Grider's 

and Price's were forced to halt their advance, while vair~ awaiting 

the arrival of the ordnance wagons.:37 

Even before all of Hazen's brigade had reached the Hoo•rer house, 

Grose's and Howard's troops had gone over to the attack. Moving re-

eolutel,y forward these bluecoats easily brushed aside the hand-core 

elements of Preston's brigade, which covered Brcckinridge's retreat. On 

his arrival at the Hoover house, Hazen reported that a raost singular 

situation prevailed. Hazen noted in his "After Action Reports•: •It 

was difficult to say which was running away the nx>re rapidly, the 

(of 
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,division or ••• LBeatty•§Y to the rear, or the eneqy in the opposite 

direction."JB Before pushing on, after Grose's and Howard's rapidly 

advancing legions, Hazen ordered three of his regiments to take posi-

tion at the Hoover house. These units would constitute a strategic 

reserve in case of a Union repU.lse. The brigade corr.rnander, acco"'!)anied 

b,y the 41st Ohio, then proceeded to the front. Upon overtaking Grose 

and Howard, Hazen, as ranking officer, took co!!!r.'.and of the attacking 

force. 

Reaching the edge of the cornfield Hazen's ~ops, found ¥~ller 1 s 

men in possession of the three captured field pieces. A number of his 

units (those belongDlg to Grose's and Ho~rard's brigades) having exhausted 

their ammunition, Hazen deployed his co!IUlOansl;. In general Hazen 1 s 

troops occupied the ground held b,y Fyffe's brigade prior to the Con-

federate attack. During the course of their victorious sweep, Hazen's 

troops were so~ewhat disconc~rted, when several of the Union batteries 

posted west of the river opened fire on them. Hazen i.Inmediately sent 

an aide to advise the battery coJ:llllanders to correct their aim. Learn-

ing of their mistake the Union artillerists shifted targets. While 

the Northerners were taking position, they were fired on b,y some of 

Robertson's gwns emplaced in the woods on the opposite side of the 

cornfield. When the 41st Ohio fired one volley in the direction of 

the masked Confederate guns,they fell silent.39 

On crossing the river MOrton's pioneers pushed rapidly forward 

• in the wake of Miller's attacking blue coats. Aa they ascended the 
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slope, lying to the east of the stream, the pioneers came under the 

fire of the Rebel batteries. But by the time Morton's troops had reached 

the cornfield, Miller's troops had forced the Confederate artillerists 

to flee, Observing that the Union officers were having considerable 

difficulty in regrouping their units, ¥~rton deployed his brigade, The 

pioneers took position to the right of Hazen's command, a short distance 

in front of the line occupied by Price's brigade, ~mediate~ before 

the butternuts• attack,40 

After fording the river Davis' division moved rapidly to the 

front, But by the time Davis' panting infantry had reached the corn-

field, darkness was rapidly descending, It was row too late fer the 

Federals to exploit their success. Therefore the Union brass decided 

to recall the troops which had heretofore borne the brunt of the counter-

offensive, Davis' division, reinforced by the pioneer brigade, was 

assigned the responsibility of holding the perimeter, which the Federal 

brass proposed to establish covering the approaches to the bridgehead,41 

West of the river the Federals prepared to move against the 

Confederate troops, that had forced their wa7 across the river. Ptl=er, 

upon being advised that Given's combat patrol had been unable to drive 

the greyclads across the river, decided to commit a stronger force, 

The general called upon General Cruft to send him two regiments, In 

response to his superior's request, the brigade commander rushed him 

the Jlst Indiana and 90th Ohio, Once these two regiments reported to 

him, the general led them forward on the double, Reaching the edge of 

25 



the woods fronting the cornfield, where Given's combat patrol was 

depl.Dyed, Palmer roared out the co!1!!!1al'ld to fix bayonets!42 

While the regimental commanders were er.gaged in forming their 

men, preparatory to attacking, a third regiment reported to General. 

Palmer. PreviouslY Palmer had sent a staff officer to advise Colonel 

Gibson, that he was preparing to launch an attack on the Confederates. 

The aide was instructed to tell Gibson, that Palmer might need some 

assist.a,nce. Gibson,on beir.g advised of this, sent the Ja!Indiana to 

reinforce the general. Furthermore, with the Confederates (on the 

opposite S.de of the river in full retreat) Cruft found that he was now 

free to move to his division commander's support. Cruft immediately 

moved forward, accompanied qy the lst and 2d Kentucky regiments. However, 

before Cruft could reach the point of departure, Palmer had launched 

his attack.4J 

Led qy the general, the men of the Jlst and J2d Indiana ar.d 90th 

Ohio charged out of the woods and into the cornfield. Zacharie 1 s 

Louisianians and Kentuckians, posted in the woods on the other side of 

the field, had only sufficient time to get off one volley, before 

the bluecoats had cl.Dsed in upon them. Not wishing to cross bayonets 

With the Federals, the out numbered Rebels scattered. As it was 

beginning to get extremely dark, mst of the butternuts were able to 

escape. Filtering through the woods roost of Zacharie 1 s men succeeded 

in making their way to the ford, ;;hich la;y to the west or Wayne's Hill. 

'·Crossing the river the greyclads rejoined their respective brigades.44 
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Cruft, accompanied by his two regiments, arrived on the scene 

shortly after Palmer's successful attack. At this time Palmer's =en 

were industriously engaged in mopping up opera~ions. Palmer, appre-

hensive lest the strong Rebel force posted east of Round Forest, attack 

his three regiments; directed Cruft to take position on his right. 

After he had deployed his two re~iJnents, Cruft ordered th~ to 

push cautiously forward. Having previously ascertained the position of 

a masked Confederate batte~ (About dusk the cannoneers assigned to 

Carnes' batte~, had shifted their two 12-pounder howitzers farti:er to 

the right) emplaced northwest of the Cowan house ruins, Cruft directed 

his men to "cheer loudly" as they advanced into the rapidly gathering 

darkness. The shouting had the desired effect. For ~~ediately after 

the "last cheer died away," Carnes' Tennesseeans, unable to restrain 

themselves, opened fire. Hitting the ground the bluecoats took cover 

behind a small ridge's topographic crest. Here the Federals rewAined 

for the next half hour, while the Rebel cannoneers continued to spray 

the area with shrapnel. Once the butternuts' guns fell silent, the 

Federal officers mustered their respective commands. Rolls were called, 

and it was found that only one man had been killed during the bocllardment. 45 

Once they had been relieved by Davis' troops, Negley's infant~en 

recrossed the river. After drawing ammunition the division was again 

deployed in support of Mendenhall's artille~ concentration. Upon !IX)ving 

into position the men of this hard-fighting division bivouacked for the 

•night. The troops elept·. ·- in line of battle.46 
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Upon being withdrawn from the front the three brigades constitu-

ting Beatty's division (Grider's, Fyffe's, and Price's), bivouacked in 

the hollow south of the Hoover house. Here the •summer soldiers", who 

had scattered after fleeing across the river in the face of Breckinridge's 

attacking legions, rejoined their respective commands, 'Nhen the ordnance 

wagons ffna>lly put in a belated appearance, the troops refilled their 

empty cartridge boxes,47 

Grose's regimen~on being relieved by Davis' men, reoccupied the 

positions th~ had held before the Confederate onslaught. As before 

Grose's brigade was given the task of guarding the approaches to the 

bridgehead's left flank,48 The 41st Ohio, of Hazen's brigade, was 

pulled out of the line at the same time as Grose's troops. The Buck-

eyes then rejoined their parent unit. Hazen's brigade, which c~~ 

for the night near the Hoover house, would constitute a mobile reserve, 

Hazen being directed to hold his comman:l. ready to move to aey threatened 

point on the perimeter, on a moment's notice.49 

Before aey of these troops drawn from Negley's, Beatty's an:l. Palmer's 

divisions were perr.dtted to move to the rear, Davis had established an:l. 

manned his main line of resistance, Davis deployed his division as 

follows: Woodruff's brigade on the left; Carlin's in the center; and 

Post's on the right, The right flank of Post 1 s brigade rested near the 

river, The line occupied by Davis' comman:l. was near the middle of the 

cornfield, And about )00 yards in advance of the position held bJ 

Price's an:l. Fyffe's brigades immediately before the Confederate attack, 
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On occupying the designated ground, the brigade com-~nders 

covered their respective front's with a strong force of skirmishers. 

'llorking parties were organized, and put to work erecting breastwor:<s. 

Logs, stones, and rails furnished the materials, from which these 

barricades were constructed. The three batteries which were organic 

to the division (the 5th and 8th 'nisconsin, and 2d Hinnesota) quickly 

took position, and unlimbered their guns, 

While the troops were taking position they were exposed to a 

harassing fire from one of Robertson's batteries. A combat patrol 

drawn from the 35th Illinois was inL"!ediately thrown for..rard by Colonel 

Woodruff. Advancing on the double the bluecoats pushed to within easy 

musket range of the battery. Here Lieutenant Colonel 'nilliam P. Chandler 

halted his coro_"laa'ld, The Yankees then opened fire on the battery, Ani 

after a number of volleys they succeeded in silencing it. When they re­

turned from their successful sortie, the Illinoisans brought with them, 

as prisoners; the adjutant of the 41st Alabama, and l2 enlisted men,50 

Morton, in accordance with the instructions he had received fro~ 

Davis, formed his brigade in close support of the Union main line of 

resistance, The lst battalion anchored its right flank on the river, 

with the Jd battalion on its left. The 2d battalion constituted the 

reserve, and tcok position in rear of the lst battalion. The Board 

of Trade Battery having crossed the river, was emplaced on a knoll in 

the interval which separated the lst and 3d battalions. Morton's 

'pioneers remained in position until about 9 p.lll., when they recrossed · 
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' the river. The Board of Trade Battery remained in position, and O.id 

not accompa~ the brigade, when it returned to the west side of the 

river. 51 

Two other batteries-the 8th Indiana and Jd Wisconsin--had also 

forded the river late on the afternoon of the 2d. The latter unit was 

held in reserve, while the former took position in support of Davis' 

division. On 'lli11l.i!llbering their six guns, the Badgers found the groun:i 

which they now occupied, was in advance of where they had emplaced their 

pieces prior to the Confeder~tes' attack.~2 

One other Union unit was destined to reir~orce the bridgehead on 

the evening of the 2d. Late in the afternoon General Hascall had re­

ceived his marching orders from General Crittenden. According to the 

wing commander's instructions Hascall's division was to cross the 

river at McFadden's Ford. By the time Hascall's troops had commenced 

to ford the river, dusk had fallen. As the Union infantrymen waded 

the stream, the,y were subjected to a harassing fire, from the Rebel 

guns empLaced on Wayne's Hill. A combination of factors--the reduced 

visibility and extreme range--rendered the Southerners' shelling most 

inaccurate. And the division sustained no losses in crossing Stones 

River. By the time all the division's elements had reached the east 

bank, it was quite dark. Furthermore, by this time the sounds of battle 

to the east had all but abated. 

On reaching the front Hascall's division took position on Davis' 

left. Hascall deployed his division as follows: Harker's brigade on 
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the right; Colonel George D. Wagner's on the left. The brigade, ccro-

I!Wlded by Colonel George P. Buell, was held in reserve, The right flank 

of Harker's brigade abutted on Woodruff's left, At the saJr.e time >-l'agr.er 

partially refUsed his left flank, to prevent it frcm being turned. Once 

Hascall's men had gone into position, fatigue parties were organized, and 

put to work erecting barricades,53 

Following the arrival. of Hascall's division and the departure of 

Morton's pioneers from the bridgehead, the Federal brass (ceased for the 

night) its frantic shii'ti~g of troops back and forth across the river. 

Except for the merobers of the hospital corps, who were searching for and 

succoring the wounded (both friend and foe); and the troops manning the 

picket lines and erecting breastworks; the soldiers occupying the peri-

meter slept in line of battle upon their arms. tl.trir.g the night it 

commenced to rain. This "Act of Ood" caused considerable sui'i'eri!".g 

am:mg the troops, who were already tl:oroughl;y chilled and damp from ford-

ing the river, 

It had been Breckinridge's initial. intention to rally his command, 

arxi stabilize his position in the edge of the woods, fronting the corn-

field where Davis had deployed his division, But with the advent of 

darkness Captain Robertson became concerned over the infantry officers 

apparent inability to re-form and reorganize their shattered commands, 

Fearing a night sortie on the Federal's part Robertson decided to with-

draw the artillery, from its close proximity to the Yankees' lines, It 

appears that the foray by the )6th Illln::>is had served to greatl;y 
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disconcert and alarm Robertson. Therefore under the cover of darkness, 

Robertson had his guns displaced to the rear. The pieces were again 

unli!l'.bered along another skirt of timber. Here Robertson was joined by 

some of Brecld.nridge' s troops. Beir.g unable to locate General Brec;dr.­

ridge, Robertson carried on the best he could. The guns were emplaced, 

and the stragglers organized and deployed in support. When Brecldn-

ridge finally put in an appearance, he approved Robertson's dispositions.54 

Shortly thereafter Brigadier General Patton Anderson's hard­

fighting Mississippi brigade reached the front, and took position to the 

right of Robertson's guns. Earl,y on the DX>rning of the 2d Anderson's 

brigade had taken ~sition in the rifle pits, which crowned the ridge 

which lay to the southeast of Round Forest. Not long after his troops 

had settled into their new position, Anderson received a message from 

General Bragg, directing him to cross the river and reinforce Breck­

i.nridge' s division. The brigade moved off in column or fours. By the 

til!:.e the two leading regiments had crossed the river at the Nashville 

Ford, Anderson received a second message from Bragg. This dispat~~ 

countermanding the first. The brigade then retraced its steps and re­

occupied the rifle pits. During the afternoon the 24th Mississippi 

infantry was thrown forward. The regiment's mission to bolster Scott's 

battery, which was emplaced northwest of the Cowan house ruins. 

About the time that Breckinridge's troops surged forward in their 

all out assault on the Union bridgehead, Anderson received fresh instruc­

tions from Bragg. He was directed•to hasten with •• • Jjrl.iJ brigade to 
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'the support of General Breckinridge •••• " Since Anderson was not 

familiar with the terrain in that area, to which he had been order=d, 

the general sent a member of his staff-Lieutenant Colonel George W. 

Brent--to guide ·him. 

Fording the river the troops moved forward on the double. After 

advancing about a mile Anderson's troops reached the woods, near w'here 

Breckinridge's officers were endeavoring to reorganize their shattered 

units. But qy this time darkness had blanketed the area. Andersen's 

troops were then placed in position to the left of Robertson's guns, 

and skirmishers were thrown forward.55 

Fortunately for the Confederates the Federals did not choose to 

make a night attack. For the Confederate front, until an. early hour 
te-!1 

on the morning of the )d, was very weakly held. On 1he ~ the Rebels' 

main line of resistance conti!Uled to rest on Wayne's Hill. As before 

the strategic hill was held qy Hunt's combat team (the 9th Kentycky and 

Cobb's battery). Between the hill and Anderson's left flank was a gap of 

about 800 yards. This broad opening was covered qy Robertson's artillery. 

The countryside to Anderson's right was patroled qy the cavalrymen of 

Wharton's and Pegram's brigades. It was almost daybreak before Pillow's, 

Preston's, and Gibson's reorganized brigades again moved to the fr::mt. 

On doing so these three badly chewed up units went into position on 

Anderson's right.56 

Bragg was greatly disappointed cy the failure of Breckinridge's 

'onslaught. In his "After Action Report" he stated: 

!If 
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.- The contest was short and severe; the enemy was driven 
back and the eminence gained, but the movament as a whole 
was a failure, and the position was again yielded. Our 
forces were moved, unfortunately, so far to J:.he left as 
to throw a portion of them into and over ••• LstoneiT River, 
where they encountered heavy masses of the enemy, while 
those against whom they were intend~d to operate on our 
side of the river had a destructive enfilade on our whole 
line. Our second line was so close to the front as to 
receive the enemy's fire, and returning it, to~k their 
friends in rear~ The cavalrJ force was left LalrrosiT entirely 
out of action,5:;. 

Breckinridge, feeling that the army commander had cast aspersion 

on his leadership, replied: 

And in regard to the action of Friday, the 2d of 
Jarn1ary, upon which the commanding general heaps so much 
criticism, I have to say, with the utmost confidence, 
that the failure of my troops to hold the position which 
they carried on that occasion was due to no fault of theirs 
or of mine, but to the f'act thnt we were comznar.:led to do 
an impossible thing. IV f'orce was about 4,500 men. Of 
these 1,700 heroic spirits stretched upon that bloody 
f'ield, in an unequal struggle against three divisions, a 
brigade, and an overwhelming concentration of artillery, 
attested our efforts to obey the order. 

In conclusion Breckinridge requested a court of' inquiry.58 

In regard to the powerfUl artillery concentration which helped 

to smash Breckinridge' s attack, tr.ere are a number of popular miscon-

captions. First, the number of guns employed by the Federals in re-

pulsing the Rebels' attack was 57 not 58, The source for the latter 

munber is found in Captain Hendenhall' s report: 

During this terrible encounter of little more than 
an hour in duration, forty-three Lactually 4j{ pieces 
of' artillery, belonging to the left wing, the Board of 
Trade Battery of six guns, and the batteries of' General 
Negley's division, about nine guns Lactually s1i[, making 
a total of about f'ifty-ei~ht pieces, opened f'ire upon the 
enemy. (italics added) 5 
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But a careful examination of the composition of the batteries involv..d 

indicates that the bluecoats employed 57 oot 58 guns. Furtherrore, the 

Federals did not emplace all the batteries employed against the attackir~ 

Confederates, on the !;OmiTJanding ground to the west of McFadden's Ford. 

Two siX gun batteries (the 6th Ohio and 26th Pennsylvania) were emplaced 

a considerable distance to the southwest of the ford. Finally, six 

of the ten batteries (the three from Negley's division, the regular 

battery, 7th Indiana Battery, and Battery F, lst Ohio) were in position 

on the ridge west of the ford, before Breckinridge launched his attack. 

After the greyclads had started to move fonrard, the Yankees succeed-..:1 

in movir~ four additional batteries into position on the ridge (the 

Board of Trade, 8th Indiana, Jd ~isconsin, and Battery B, 1st Ohio) • 

{)'() 
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T!iS UNION ARTILIERY AND BRECKINRiffiE'S ATTACK 

Chapter III 

THE UNION COUNTER-ATTACJC 

1 0, R., Series I, Vol, XX, pt, I, 4J4, 

2 1M£ •• 421-422, 424, 4)4. 
' 

J 1£!g., 4)4, Negley's troops crossed the river on a comparative broad 

front - extending froe1 McFadden's Ford on the south, to the ford lying 

southwest of the Hoover house on the north, 

4 Ibid •• 429, 4)4, 518. 

5 Ibid •• 429, 4;4. 

6 IJ219. •• 429, 4)4, 799, 801. 

7 IJ219. •• 4)4. 

8 IJ219. •• 425, 4)4. 

9 Ibid,. sss. It appears that three of the nine regiments which com-

posed these two brigades (the 35th and 79th Indiana, and the 99th Ohio) 

had been scattered so badly, that their officers found it impossible to 

reform them in time to participate in the counter-attack, 

10 Ibid,, 562, 566, 568, 569-570, 571, 57J, 599, 601, 606, The five 

units milling around northuest of the Hoover house were: the 23d Kentucky, 

and 24th Ohio, of Grose's brigade; the 44th and 86th Indiana, and 59th 

1 Ohio regiments, of Howard's br'igade, The lJth Ohio, of Fyffe's brigade, 

bad retreated across the river, Colonel Howard was in temporary command 

of Fyffe's brigade, 

IJ..-/ 
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ll Ibid •• :ft7. 557-558. 

12 Ibid. •• 244, 247, 248, 250. 

l) Ibid •• )07, )ll, 315. The heavy losses suffered by the 49th Ohio 

and )9th Indiana (on the )1st) had forced Colonel Gibson to cons"lldate 

these two regiments. 

14 I£!£., 265, 271, 282, 289. 

15 Ibid., 83)-8;4. 

16 ill£., 827. 

17 ~ .. 797, 798-799. 

18 ~ .. 808. 

19 Ibid., 806. During the course of Confedercte attack, the gallant 

-Colonel Palmer had received three wounds. But the Colonel refused to 

rellmuish the command of his unit until the conflict had ceased. 

20 Ibid., 81), 815, 817, 820, 822. 

21 ~ •• 588. 80). 

22 Ibid •• 808~ 

2) Ibid., 817, 824. Lieutenant John W. Mebane, , who subsequently 

assumed charge of the battery, tersely described the loss of the guns: 

The gunner and two of the men of one of the lost 
pieces had gone to the rear with the captain's body, 
another one had been shot, and the others in the general 
panic had gone to the r~ar. This left not one to raise the 
trail except Sergeant LL. EJ Wright, who was unable to do 
it. Two horses of the limber of the other lost gun were 
shot down while moving the limber to the trail, and the 
men would have been captured had they remained to eut 
them out, so close had the ene~ charged to them. Had our 
battery gone to the rear when the other batteries of the division 
did, we would have saved our guns; but £eing under the innediate 
supervision of the chief of artillery /J!a.jor Grave"i/, we did 
wt move without orders from him. Ibid., 824. 
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24 IbiC. •• 909-911. 

25 lll.l4·. 759. 

26 Ibid •• 836-8)8, 

27 Ibid,, 759, 761, 

28 Ibid •• 969. When Wharton had ridden forward after the beg:lnrJ.ng of 

Breckinridge's attack, the general left Colonel Harrison in charge of 

his brigade, 

29 Ibid •• 813, 969, 

30 Ibid., 969, 

31 Ibid,. 787, 799, 808, 827. 

32 Ibid •• 761, 

33 Ibid. 1 408, 422, 427, 4)4-435· 

)4 Ibid •• .sse. 
35 Ibid., 451, 577. 

36 Ibid •• 195. 374, 408, 

37 Ibid,. 588. 609, 615. 

J8 Ibid •• 548. 

39 Ibid, 1 548. 559. 562, 566, 568-570, 571, 573. 601, 603, 606, 

reference to deploying his command Hazen noted: 

I here formed the best line circumstances would 
admit of, the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers b~ing the 
only regiment whol].Y in hand. The others /Q.rose's and 
Howard's regiment~ were badly broken; the only idea of 
their officers seeming to be to push on pell-mell, which, 
if carried beyond the point occupied, might have resulted 
disastrously. · 

40 Ibid •• 244, 247-248, 250, 408, 

iii 
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41 Ibid,' 

42 Ibid.' 519, 529. 

4J Thll!·' )07, 519, 529. 

44 ill£.' 307, 519, 529, 797, 799. 

45 Ibid,' 529. 

46 Ibid., 422, 435· 

47 Ibid., 577, 588, 599-600, 609. Colonel Fyffe having recovered from 

his injuries on being thrown from his horse, had resumed conunand of his 

brigade, 

48 Ibid.' 562, 566, 568, 570-571, 57). 

49 Ibid., ,548, 557. 

50 Ibid,' 265, 272, 282, 289, 294. The 8th Wisconsin Battery was em-

placed in the interval between Woodruff's and Carlin's brigades. 

51 Ibid,, 244, 247-251. On recrossing the river the pioneers were put 

to work on engineering projects - The 1st battalion building a bridge '-

across Stones River, and the 2d and 3d battalions throwing up earthworks. 

52 ill£ •• 476, .sa;. 
53 Ibid., 472, 481, 494, 504. 

54 Ibid,, 761. 

55 Ill1Q. •• 765. 

56 Ibid,' 766. 
., 

57 Ibid., 668. 1 

.ss Ibid.' 791. 

59 Ibid,, 456. 
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ll9.ttery 

:hioago Board of Trade 
Battery 

3th Battery, Indiana 
Ught J\rtillary 

Gth Battery, Ohio Light 
JU-tillery 

attery B, 1st Ohio Light 
1\rtillery 

Battery F 1 lst Ohio Light 
.Artillery 

Batteries H and M, 4th 
u. s. J..ight 1\rtillery 

7th Battery, Indiana 
Ur,ht J\rtillery 

26th Battery, Pennsylvania 
Light J\rti llery 

3d Battery, Wis oons in 
Light .1\rtillery 

UNICN N!TII..LlmY UNITS WHICH JMTICIJfi.TED 
m TIE REJ'UlSE OF 

BRECKINRIDGE•S ~TT~C~ 

Command 

Captain James H. Stokes 

Lt • George Estep 

Captain Cullen Bradley 

Captain w. E. Standart 

Lt. llorval Osburn 

Lt. Ctar1os c. hrsons 

Captain Goo, R. Svallow 

Lt • Jl.lans on J • Stevens 

Lt. Cortland Livingston 

No. of 
Guns 

6 

6 

6 

3 

4 

8 

6 

6 

6 

I 

' Typo of guns 
Rounis Casml­

E'x:pendad ties 

Two James Rifles 
Four 6-poundor guns 

Two 12-pounder HrnNitzers 209 
Fonr 6--potmder guns 

Four 10-potmdor !arrotts 
Two Napoleons 

' .. 
••• 

35 

Four Nape:WMs • "}- fl PJ~ f/.,.,.,•1~"• 
Four 3-inoh Rifles 

'!\oro Napoleons 1 killed 
Four lO•pounder Farrotts 2 ....., tmd od 

Two Jamos Riflos 
Four 6-pounder guns 

Four 10-pounder Parrotta 
Two 12-pounder Howitzers 300 2 wounded 

Division Corps 
~ s i i7'J11f'nt J\s s i gnmont 

fioneer 
Brigade ~ 
1asoall•s Crittenden's 

1Bsoall's Crittenden's 

fu1mar 1 s Crittenden' s 

hlmar's Crittendon's 

Fa1mer's Crittenden 1s 

Bel\ tty's Crittenden's 

Beatty's Crittenden's 

·Beatty's Crittenden's 



Noo of 
Battery Camm.mer Guns __ Type of Guns 

ROWldS 
Expended 

Cas\81- Division · Corps 
ties J\ssir,runont J\ssinumr 

2d Battery, Kentuoky Light Lt. Utan .\. Ellsworth 
4rtillery 

1 onD l<J-t>ounder !ll.rrott 42i Negley's 

Battery G • 1st Ohio Light 
.\rtillery Lt. l\le:xander Mlrshall 2 

one 12-pounder HOwitzer 
one 6-potmder Wiard 1 killed Negley's 

Battery M, 1st Ohio Light 
.\rtillery Capt. Frederiok Sohultz 3 •••• 

57 

• (he Napoleon dismounted during the engagenento · 

.. Battery B, 1st Ohio Lif:ht 41-tilll ry equipped with- four James rifles and two 6-pounder ~So 

... Battery F, 1st Ohio Light 1\rtilltry equipped with four James rifles am two 12-pounder Howitzers. 

•••• Battery M, 1st Ohio Light 1\rtillery equipped with two James Rifles and two l2-pounder Hovritzers. 

II 

4~: 

Negley's 

Thoi!Jl s'' 

Tho1111.s 1 

Tho1111.st 

1 

·-· ,..,_ ....... 
fifu''i· . . :-. . . . ... 

. . ~. _,_. . ~ 

D ~ ............. ~ D 
.. 

IIIII [] 



l 
.1 

I 
il ., 

APPENDIX 

BATIIE OF S'rol'ES RIVER 

ORDER OF BATTlE ERECXINRIWE 1 S ASSAULT 

January 2, 186:3 

Ereck:inridge's Division - Hajor General 
Jo~~ c. Ereckinridge 

lst Brigade - Colonel Randall L. Gibson 
J2d Alabama Infantry - Lt. Col. H. Haury 
l)th and 20th Louisiana Consolidated - Hajor 

c. Guillet 
16th and 25th Louisiana Consolidated - Hajor 

F. C. Zacharie 
14th Louisial;la Infantry Battalion - Hajor 

J. E. Austin 
5th Battery, ',lashington Artillery (4 guns) -

Lt. W. C. D. Vaught 

2d Brigade - Brigadier General Gideon J. 
Pillow 

18th Tennessee Infantry - (Col. J. B. PaL'Iler e,l) 
(Lt. Col. W. R. Butler 

26th Tennessee Infantry - Col. J. H. Lillard 
28th Tennessee Infantry-Col. P. D. Cunningham (k) 
45th Tennessee Infantry-Col. A. Searcy 
Battery G, 14th Georgia Light Artille~J-

Battalion (4 guns) - Lt. R. "· Anderson 

Jd Brigade - Brigadier Ger:eral :·/illiam Preston 
1st and Jd Florida Consolidated - Col. 

\v. Hiller (w) 
4th Florida Infantry - Col. 'tl. L. L • Eo•,ren 
60th North Carolina Infantry - Col. j. A. 

HcDowell 
20th Tennessee Infantry - (Col. T. B. Smith (w) 

(Lt. Col. F. l1. Lavender 
(Haj. F. Cl.aybrooke 

Wright's Tennessee Battery (4 guns) -
Capt. E. E. Wright (K) 
Lt. J. ~•. He bane 

I 
.. 

K w 

2 

26 79 24 

4 17 4 

_1..._2_ 
Jl 100 2s 

17 107 8 
9 78 17 

11 56 9 
12 79 17 

4 
49 :324 51 

5 7:3 41 
28 79 )0 

2 29 10 

2 56 7 

4 8 _2_ 
41"245 90 
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4th Brigade - Brie;acier General R. ,;, Hanson (;-~ ':/) 
Colonel Robert P. Trabue 

41st Alabama Infantry - Lt. Col. H. L. Stansel 
2d Kentucky Infantry - Eaj. J. '.1. He1fi t t 
4th Kentucky Infantry - ( Col. Trabue 

( Capt. T. Td. Thompson 
6th Kentucky Infantry - Col. J. H. Lewis 

*9th Kentuc!~ Infantry - Col. T. H. Hunt 
*Cobb's Kentucky Battery (6 guns) -

Capt. R. Cobb 

K \i 
,, ,_ 

16 94 )8 
lJ 70 21 

6 49 69 
2 29 14 

----J7 245 81 

• Remained on Wayne's Hill and did not participate in the attack. 

Attached Artillery - Captain Felix H. Robertson 

Robertson's Florida Battery (6 guns) 
Tw-o Sections Semple's .Uabarna Battery (4 guns) 

Lt. E. J. Fitzpatrick 

Cavalry - Brigadier General John A. :lharton 
Companies D and K, 8th Texas Cavalry 
Anderson's Company, 4th Tennessee Cavalry 
Huwald's Tennessee Battery (4 guns) -

Capt. G, A, Hm-rald 

II 
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APP~lJIX 

BA'ITlE OF STONES RIVER 

O?.DSR OF BA'ITlE FOR TIE V.'<RIOUS tnrrm; lTIIITS THAT P:\RTICIPATZD 

IN BF.ECKiliRII:O: Is REPUlSE 

Pioneer Brigade - Brigadier General Jall'.es S. Horton 

1st Battalion - Capt. L. Bridges 
2d Battalion - Capt. C. Hood 
)d Battalion - Capt. R. Clements 
Chicago Board of Trade Battery (6 guns) -

Capt. J, H. Stones 

K 

Right '{ing 
First Division - Brigadier General Jefferson C. Davis 

Company B, ;6th Illimis Cavalry - Capt. S. B. Sherer 
Compaey G, 2d Kentucey Cavalry - Lt. H. S. Parks 

1st Brigade - Colonel P. Sidney Post 
59th Illir~is Infantry - Capt. H. E. Paine 
74th Illinois Infantry - Col. J. Harsh 
75th Illinois Infantry- Lt. Col, J. E. Bennett 
22d Indiana Infantry - Col. H. Gooding 

2d Brigade - Colonel :-Tilli2.1'1 P. Carlin 
21st Illinois Infantry - Col. J. '.{. S. Alexar.der 
J8th 'Illinois Infantry - Lt. Col. D. H. Gilmer 
lOlst Ohio Infantry - Maj. I. H. Kirby 
15th 'tlisconsin Ir..fantry - Col. H. C. Heg 

Jrd Brigade - Col, ',·/illiam E. Woodruff 
25th Illinois Infantry- Capt. ·.-r. Taggart 
35th Illinois Infantry - Lt. Col. ':/, P. Chandler 
8lst Indiana Ir..far.try - Lt. Col. J. Timberlake 

Artillery 
2d Battery, Hinnesoto Light Artiller'J (6 guns) 

Capt. W. A. Hotchkiss 
5th Batter'Jo \-lisconsin Light Artillery (5 guns) 

Lt. C. B. llurnphrey 
8th Battery, Wisconsin Light Artillery (4 guns) 

Lt. H. E. Stiles 

III 
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Secor.<! Division 
ll'- Brigade - Colonel Hilliam r:. Gibson 

89th Illinois Ir.fantry - Lt, Col. C. T. Hotchkiss 
)2d Ir.diana Infantr;r - Lt. Col. F. Erdeln:eyer 
:39th Indiana Infantry - Lt. Col. F. A. Jones 
15th Ohio Infantry - Col. ':1. :vallace 
49th Ohio Infantry - Capt. S. F. Gray 

Center 
Second Division - Brigadier General James S. Negley 

2d Brigade - Colonel TirrDthy R. Stanley 
19th Illinois Infantry- (Col. J. R. Scott (w) 

(Lt, Col. A, ;.[. Raffin 
lith Hichigan Infantry - Col. ·,r. L. Stoughton 
18th Ohio IrSantry- Lt. Col. J. Givin 
69th Ohio Infantry - Lt. Col, G. F. Elliott 

:3d Brigade - Colonel John F, J.{iller 
:37th Iroiana Infantry - Lt. Col. \v, D. Hard 
21st Ohio Infantry - Lt. Col. J, J.;. l'eibling 
74th Ohio Ir-J'anti"'J - Col. G. Hoody 
78th Pennsylvania Infantry - Col. >f. Si.nrell 

Artillery 
2d Battery, Kentucky Light Artillery (1 gun) -

Lt, A. A. Ellsw~rth 
Battery 0, lst Ohio Light Artillery (2 guns) -

Lt. A. Harshall 
Battery H, lst Ohio Light Artillery (:3 guns) 

Capt. F. Schultz 

Left :·ling - Hajor General Thomas L. Cri t tender. 
First Division - Brigadier General :·Iilo s. Hascall 

Artillery - ~lajor Sey111:ur- Race 
8th Battery, Indiar.a Light Artillery (6 guns) -

Lt. G. Estep 
6th Batter-], Ohio Light Artillery (6 guns) -

Capt. C, Bradley 

Second Division - Brigadier General John H. Palmer 
lst Brigade - Brigadier General Charles Cruft 
)1st Indiana Infantry - Col, J, Osborn 
1st Kentucky Infantry - Col. D. A. Eeyart 
2d Kentucky Infantry - Col. T: D. Sedgewick 
90th Ohio Infantry - Col. I. N. Ross 

r:Jo 



2d "2!-igade - Colonel ':Iilli= E. Hazen 
llOth Illinois InfantrJ - Colonel T. S. Casey 
9th Indiar.a Infantry - Col. ~v. H. Blake 
6th Kentucky Infant:rJ - Col. Cf. C. ;/hitaker 
!<1st Ohio Infantry - Lt. Col. A. "iley 

)d Brigade - Colonel '<lilliam Grose 
84th Illinois Infantr.r - Col. L. H. i·laters 
36th Ir.diana Infantry - Capt, P, i-loodward 
23d Kentucky Infantry - Haj. T. H. Hamrick 
6th Ohio Infantry - Col, N. L. An:!erson 
2/.<th Ohio Infantr-J - (Capt. E. \.feller (K) 

( Capt, A. T. !1. Cockerill 

Artiller;.r - Captain '.iilliam E. Standart 
Batte:rJ B, lst Ohio Light Artillery (3 guns) -

Capt. Standart 
Batte:rJ F, lst Ohio Light Artillery (4 guns) -

Lt, N, Osburn 
Batteries H ar.d H, 4th U. S, Light Artillery (8 guns) 

Lt. C. C. Parsons 

Thi.rd Division - Brigadier General Sa1nuel Beatty 
lst Brigade - Colonel Benjamin C. Grider 
79th Indiana Infant:rJ- Col, F. Knefler 
9th Kentucky Infantry - Lt. Col. G. H. Cram 
lith Kentucky Infantry - Haj. E. L. Hottley 
19th Ohio Infantry - !1aj. c. :!'. }!anderson 

2d Brigade - Colonel Jarr~s P. Fyffe 
44th Indiana Infant:r.r - Lt, Col. s. C. Aldrich 
86th Indiana Ir.fant:r.r - Lt, Col. G. F. Dick 
13th Ohio Infantry - Maj. D. Jarvis 
59th Ohio Ir.fantry - Lt. Col, ·..;. Hm-rard 

3d Brigade - Colonel Samuel ~-1, Price 
35th Indiana Infantry - Col, B. F. Hullen 
8th Kentuck;y Infantry - (Lt. Col, :t. Hay (W) 

(Haj. G. B. Broaddus 
21st Kentuck;y Infantry - Lt, Col. J, C. Evans 
51st Ohio Infant:r.r - Lt. Col. R. ',·[, McClain 
99th Ohio Infantry - (Col, P. T. SWaine (W) 

(Lt. Col. J. E. Cummins 

Artillery - Captain George R. Swallow 
7th Battery, Indiana Light Artille:rJ (6 guns) 

Capt, G, R, SWallo>r 

22 82 

9 75 
12 36 
24 122 

..JL ..J2_ 
79 361 

33 

27 
9 

44 

_JQ_ 
11.<3 

26th Battery, Penr.S".rlvania Light Artillery (6 guns) 
Lt. A. J, Stevens 

3d Battery, '.-lisconsin Light Artillery (6 guns) - Lt. c. Liv'-ngston 
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STATISTICAL REPORT OF ARTILLERY ASSIGNED TO BRECKINRID6E1S DIVISION 

When 
Batteriell N~es o~ o~ricers Enlisted Whence With what Ra!Jls 

I 

Cobb's Capt, Robert Cobb July 16, 1861 cyon County, Ky, 1st Lieutenant. 
let, Lt. R. B. Matthews July 16, 1861 do Private 
2d Lt. B. A. James July 16, 1861 do Orderly Sergeant 

5th Compai\Y, 
Washington Artillery lst, Lt. w.c.n. Vaught Mar, 6, 1862 New Orleans let, Lieutenant 

lst, Lt, J, A. Cha1aron March 6, 1862 do 2d Lieutenant 
2d Lt. A, J, Leverich March 6, 1862 do Sergeant 

Wright'& Capt, E. E. Wright Fayette Co, Tenn. Captain 
lst Lt. J, W, Mebane May 28, 1861 do. 2d Lieutenant 
lst Lt, J, W, Phillips qct, 15, 1861 do Orderly Sergeant 
2d Lt. J, C. Grant June ), 1861 .do Private 

Battery G, 14th 
Georgia Light Arti11- 1st Lt, R. W. Anderson April l, 1862 Georgia Lieutenant 

ery Battalion 2d Lt. W. G, Allen April 1,·1862 Georgia Private 

ORGANIZED 

~ 

Cobb's 
5th Compaey., Waehington 

Artillery 
Wright's 
Battery G~ 14th Georgia 
Light Artillery Btn. 

Where 

Bowling Green, Ky, 

New Or leans , La. 
Jackson, Tenn, 

Georgia 

I 

~ 

Sept, 20, 1861 

Feb, 22, 18)2 
Oct, 15, 1861 

April, 1862 

By Whcm 

Capt, H. B. Iwon 

Capt. J, W. Eldridge 

Capt, Dawson 

.... iii.i,QQ ~""'! 

~ 
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IDSSES 

Q) 11 
5:: "" Q) .:. 
~ j ::s ..-< 

~ ..-! cG 
.<: 

f .r:: .. ~ " .5I E1 
., 5:: ~ .-I ,. .s :a fil ,. <> .s 

BattAries 8 .-I <1S ~ <n "" > p;) en 

Cobb's Men Killed 12 2 
· Men wounded 29 1 2 9 
Men missing 

Total ...!tL ...!... ...L 

Pieces 2 
Caissons 6 
Horses killed 68 6 
Horses wounde£_1Q_ ...L ...1.... 

Total 78 2 13 

Ammunition ex-
paneled (rourds) 487 1,125 51 1,125 

5th Compaey. Men killed 6 1 3 
W!!shington Men wourded 20 1 5 3 
Artillery Men Missing I • 

Total 26 1 6 6 

Horses killed JO ·1 10 8 
Horses wourded __ 

Total JO 1 10 8 

Pieces and 
Caissons. 
Aml:lunition Ex-
perded (rounds) 723 80 758 6)8 

Wright's Men Killed 6 
Men wounded 14 
Men missing _g_ 

Total 22 

Pieces 2 
Horses killed 12 

t.9.J 
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IDSSES 

I< 
G> .: G> 
tD G> > 

t. bD ~ .... .... 
.a ] s .... c:: .... .a .: ... 

~ " ~ ~ ;j Ill .: ~ :a ,.. 1'i 2 ,.. 
.3 

Batteries 8 .... .. G> 
Ul !>. > rn "' C!) 

Horses woWlded _1_ ...16.... 

Total 1 24 
Anlmuni lion ex-
pended (rounds) JO 475 

Battery G, Men wounded 4 
14th Georgia 
Artillery Btn, 

III 

.. 



STATISTICAL REPORT OF ARTILlERY ATTACHED TO OR IN SUPPORT OF BRECKINRIOOE 1S DIVISION 

Batteries 

Byrne 111 Kentucky Btry. 

lumliden's 

Robertson's 

Semple's 

Name 

Byrne's 
IJ.unsden' s 
Robertson 1 s 
Semple's 

DURING ASSAULT ON JANUARY 2, 1863 

Names of Officers 

NO DATA 

Lt. H. H. Cribbs 
Lt. E. Tarrant 

Capt. F. H. Robertson 
1st Lt. H. H. Richardson 
1st Lt. W. T. Stockton 
Lt. s. J. Benton 

When Enlisted 

Nov. 29, 1861 
Nov, 29, 1861 

Mar, 
Feb, 
Apr. 
' 

1861 
8, 1661 
4, 1661 
ll-

Capt. H. C. Semple Mar, 1662 
lst Lt. E. J, Fitzpatrick do 
lst Lt. R, W, Goldth-1te do 
2d Lt, J. Pollard do 

ORGANIZED 

Where When 

Kentucky -
Alabama Nov, 1861 
Florida Dec. 21, 1661 
Alabama March, 1662 

' IV 

Whence 

Alabama 
Alabama 

With what Rank 

-
Texas 
Mississippi 
Florida 

2d L1eutenant 
Private 
Sergeant 

Alabama 
dO 
do 
do 

Captain 

2d Ueutenant 

B:v Wh!!!!l 

Capt, E, P. Byrne 
Capt, c. L. U1msden 
Capt, F. H. Robertson 
Capt, Semple 

'-I) 

~ 
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IDSSES 

... 
s:: .. ~ .. ., 

i 
.. ::s ..... ;>! 

~ .ll ..... 
..c: ..... 

~ ~ ~ 
., 

J 
s:: ~ t .>: .s tl t> .s 

Batteries 8 ..... '" !. Cl) > "' tf.l 

Byrne's NO DATA 

lumsden1 S X X X X 

Robertson 1 s 

Semple's 

Lumsden's Battery lost men and horses at the battle of Farmington, 
Perryville and Stones River 

Men killed 
Men wounded 
Men missing 

Total 

2 
17 

19 

1 
\ 

l 

Horses killed 23 3 
Horses wounded __ 

Total 

Caissons lost 

Men killed 
Men wounded 
Men missing 

23 

2 
23 

25 

26 

26 

1 

2 l 
19 

2 To 

Semple's battery lost one gun at Stones River. 

'· 
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. Batteries 

' I 
Carnes 

Stanford's 

Scott's 

Stni.t.h' s 

~ 

Carnes' 
Stanford's 
Scott's 
Smith's 

...... _. 

"niE BATTERIES FROM FOIK 1S CORPS WHICH SUPPORTED BRECKINRIDGE1S 
ATTACK 

Names of Officers 

' Capt, W, \o/, Carnes 
lst Lt., L, G, Marshall 
lst. Lt., J. M, Cockrill 

Capt., T, J, St.anf'ord 
lst. Lt., H. R. KcSwine 
2d Lt, J, S, McCall 

Capt, W, L, Scott 
Lt. W, M, Polk 

1st. Lt. W. B. Turner 
1st Lt, C. S, Smith 
2d Lt., I~, W. Henry 
2d Lt, B. T, Haru10n 

Where 
1 

Tennessee 
Grenada, Miss. 

Mississippi 

.111 

When enlisted 

• 
June, 1861 
June, 1861 
May, 1861 

May 17, 1861 
do 
do 

July, 1861 
Oct, 1861 
Jul,y, 1861 
March, 1862 

ORGANIZED 

When 

1861 

Whence 
\ 

Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 

Grenada, Miss, 
do 
do 

Mississippi 
Mississippi 
Mississippi 
Mis:~issippi 

With What Rank 

'u..eutenant. 
Private 
Private 

Captain 
lst. U..eut.enant. 
Private 

U..eutenant. 
do 
do 
do 

Rv Whom 

May 17, 1861 
NO DATA 

Capt., w. H. Jackson 
Capt.. T, J, Stanford 

May, 1861 Capt., M, Smith 
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IDSSES 

., 
r:: bO ., 
.s liD :s .-i 

~ til 
,... 

2f ~ r:: l ~ t -u ~ 8 "" > Ill "' I Batteries 

IC&rnes 1 Men killed 
Men ·.rounded 
Men Dlissing 

2 2 
5 

~antord 1 s 
J 

:Scott's 
t 
iith's 

' . 

~ 
' 

Total 

Horses ld.lled 

2 

7 

7 

4 

During the battle o£ Stones River the Battery £ired £rom )00-)50 
rounds. 

This battery was engaged at Shiloh, Perryville, and Stones 
River. In the latter engagement the battery suffered a total o! ten 
casualties -- ) killed and 7 wounded. The unit also had 7 horses 
ld.lled. 

This battery had l killed and 2 wounded at Stones River. 

Men killed 2 l 
Men wounded 4 --

Total 2 5 

Horses ld.lled 40 l 8 
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