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THE UNION ARTILIERY .ND =ZFECHKINRIDGZ'S ATTACK

é Chapter I
: THE YANKEE'S OCCUPY A DANGEROUS POSITION - THE REBZLS PREPARE i
TO CCUXTER-ATTACK g
§
‘ '
B Once the territle fighting of the 31st had drawn to a close ;
: }
: Brigadier General Horatio P. Van Cleve found that the slight wound !
B

which he had received earlier in the day had become unbearably painful,

e
-

Therefore the general found it necessary teo turn over the commard of

his division to his rankirg brigade commander « Brigadier General

-~

Samiel Beatty.l
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At 3 a.m. on the 1lst a courier galleped up to EBeatty's hezad-

-

quarters, on 2 sweat lathered horse, with an important message. On

wote .

scanning the dispatch Beatty discovered that it was from his corps

commander = Major General Thomas L. Crittenden. Upon digesting the

B R T X T .

letter's contents, Beatty found that Crittenden wished him to cross t
Stones River with his division, and occupy the commanding ground lying
to the east of the river, The colonel immediately relayed the cortents
of Crittenden's message to his three brigade comnanders - Coloneis
Benjamin C. Grider, James P. Fyffe, and Sarmuel W, Price,?

‘By daybreak Price's brigade which had slept in line of kbattle P
on the ridce overlocking lcFadden's TFord had finished breskfast. Once |
the treops had been fallen in and mustered - the brigade moved forward. B
Proceeded by a strong skirmish line, drawn from the 5lst Ohio, the

brigade forded Stones River. Several hurndred yards east of the river,




the skirmishers established contact with a line of Rebel outposts,

manned by troopers drawn from Prigadier General John Pegram's brizade,
Following a brief, but spirited clash the greyclads beat a hasty re-
treat. Price not wishing to bring on a generzl engagement ordered the
51lst Ohio mot to pursue the retreating cavalrymén.3

His troops having gained the stipulated high groumd, which lay
about one-half mile southeast of MecFaddents Ford, Frice indicated to
his regiment commanders where he wished them to deploy their respsctive
units, When formed Price's brigade was massed in double line of battle,
From right to left the initial line consisted of the 51st Ohio, 8th
EKentucky, and 35th Indiana; whil= the secomd had the 21st Kentucky on
the right and the 99th Ohio on the left, The line of battle as formed
lay perperdiolar to the river, with the right flank of the Slst Qhio
anchored on Stones River, The'troops wers sheltered in a wooded area
with a large open field (over cne-fourth mile across), to their immediate
front. 1In this fleld the corn stalks from last year's crops were still
gtanding, Once he had covered his main line of resistance with a
strong force of skirmishers, Price permitted his men ﬁo lay dowm ard
take it easy.u

Beatty's two other brigades - Fyffe's and Grider's - had been
heavily engaged on tbe Army of the Cumberlaml's right, near where the
Astury amd Nashville pikes intersected, on the previous aftermoon.,

Therefore on the morning of the lst these two brigades had a considerabls

- distance to march before reaching McFadden's Ford., Wading across the
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cold river Fyffe'!s troops took position in deuble line of battles on

the left of Price's brigzade - the 44th Indiana and 13th Ohio in advarce,
the 59th Ohio and 86th Indiana in reserve. Fyffe unlike Price derloyad
his brigade ip the cornfield. There was a gap, of at least a regimental
front, between the left flank of Price's brigade and the right of Fyffe's,
Furthermore Fyffe's two left flank units (the 13th and 59th Ohio), which
prolonged the division's main line of resistance to a country lane, were
unsupported and dangerously exposed to any Confederate attack having
its point of origzin to the northeast of lcFadden's Ford, Like Price,
Tyffe covered his main lire of resistance with a strong force of skir-
mishers, Once this had besn carried out the resgimental commanders
directed their men to assume the prone position.5

T™wo of Colonel Grider's regiments (the 79th Indiana and 1lth
Rentucky) forded Stones River in the waks of Fyffe's brigade. Affer
reacning the river's right btank these two units took pogition in the
hollow between the Hoover house and tha ford. Grider's two other re-
giments (the 9th Kentucky ard 19th Ohlo), in accordance with Beatty's
orders, were deployed in support of the six guns of the 3d Battery,
Wisconsin Light Artillery, on the high ground west of McFadden's Ford.6

On making a routine inspection of his front, Price noted that
the Reﬂéls were busy emplacing a battery (probably Huwald's) some 1200
yards in a&vance of his main line of resistance, The brigade coﬁmarder
immediately relayed this important information to General Beatty. And

Beatty in his turn forwarded Price's dispatch to General Crittenden,
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In reply Beatty, about 10 a.m., received permission from his corps

commarder to send a battery across the river,

Accordingly, the 3d Wisconsin Battery forded the river, and took
position in the hollow south of the Hoover house., (The Federal surgeons
had now turned the house into a hospital,) Beatty now received reports
from Price ard Fyffe indicating that the mounted Rebel patrols (Pegranm's
troopers), which were in contact with their skirmishers had been res-
inforced by infantry (detachments drawn from Colonel Josenh B, Palmer's
brigade),

The general rnow directed the commander of the 3d Wisconsin Battery,
Lieutenant Cortland ILivingston to move his unit to the front, Thurdering
forward the Badgers unlimbered four of their guns in the interval tea
tween the 8th Kentucky and the 35th Indiana, while Iieutenant*Hiram F.
Hubbard's section was emplaced on the bluff, where the 51st Chio's
right flank rested adjacent to the river, Once their six guns had been
placed in battery, the Union artillerists opened fire. At first the
cannoneers concentrated on the Confederate infantry, which had debouched
from the woods into the cornfield to Price's immediate front, Several

. shells proved sufficient, ard the Rebel infantry quickly faded back into
the woogs from whence they had come, The infantry dispersed, the EBadgers
ahiftedltgrgets. They proceeded‘to concen{rate their fire on Pegfam's
troopers. Withim a feﬁ'nnnmnts the Confederafe cavalry had likewise
been scattered, Livingston then ordered his gunners to cease firing,

~ Throughout the remainder of the afterncon the artillerists kept a sharp
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watch to their front for further signs of Confederate activity, And

each time that a greyclad ratrol ventured out of the woods into the
cornfield, the guns roared inte action, The Southerners were only
interested in harassing the bluecoats, and not wishing to bring on
a general engagement, they would quickly fall back inte the woods, This
cat and mouse game, between the Union artillery and the utternut
patrols, contimsd throughout the entire afternoon.7

Some three hours after the 3d Wisconsin Battery had forded the
river, Beatty learn=d that the left flank of Colonel Fyffe's brigade
was £esting in the air and therefore dargerously exposed, 1In hopes of
rectifying this situation the general ordered the two regiments of
Colonel Grider's brigade, which had remalined west of the river to cross.
Upon fording the river the Sth Kentucky and 19th Ohio reported to
Grider for orders. The colonel used the two units to exterd his flank
to a point some distance rnorth of the Hoover house.8

Throughout the early afternocon Beatty contimed to receive dis-
turbing messages from the front, These reports seemed to indicate
that the Rebels apeared to be massing troops for a thrust against Fyffe's
exposed left flank, Beatty kept both General Crittenden and Brigadier
General John i{. Palmer advised of this development, Finally Crittenden
directeé Palmer to reinforce the troops holding the bridgehead, with
a brigade.drawn from his division, Without hesitating a moment Palmer

ordered Colonel William Grose to cross the river with his brigade,

Crose's battered brigade, which had participated in the defense
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of Round Forest on the 31st, had bteen held in reserve on the 1lst,
uickly mustering his brigade, Grose led his unit across the river,
Upon reaching the east bank Grose's troops took position north of the
Hoover house, relieving two of Grider's units - 9th Kentucky and 19th
Ohio., Upon being relieved the two regiments rejoined their parent unit
in the hollow adjacent to the ford, Beatty then directed Colonsl Grider
to hold his brigade well in hand, ready to move to the point of danger
on a mment's notice.9
Beyond some slight skirmishing between the Union outposts and
Confederate reconnaissance patrels, nothing of importance transpired
during the daylight hours along the perimeter guarding the approaches
to the Union tridgehead, Pefore dark Beatty became convinced that the
Rebels did not contemplace an irmediate attack on the bridgehead, There-
fora the gmneral permitted the 3d Wisconsin Battery ard Grose's brigade
to recrosgs Stones River, Upon fording the stream these two units
bivouacked for the night on the ridge lying to the west of McFadden's
Ford, Only one division - Beatty's with two brigades (Price's and Fyffe's)
deployed in line of battle, and one {(Grider's) in reserve would be re-
sponsible for the bridzehead's defense on the night of the lst.lo
All was quist east of the river until about midnight. At that
time a106nfederate patrol iaunched a sharp attack on one of Price's out-
posts. After a rather brisk fire fight, the blueclads forced the Rebels
to retire. In repulsing this raid the Federals had one man killed - a

_ private in the 35th Indianz, and two wounded. When they heard the firing
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on the picket line Beatty's brigade cowmanderé. fearing a night attack,

quickly aroused their men., Since the troops constituting Price's and

Fyffe's brigade had bivouacked in line of battle, they were ready for

battle on a moment's notice. Once the greyclads had fallen back all

the Yankees, except for those manning the line of outposts, a2gain dropped
off to sleep., ERebuffed in their efforts to surprise the fece - the South-
erners made no further attacks on the Union pickst line, and the rest

of the night passed quietly into history.ll

On Wew Year's Zve, General Braostton Bragg anticipating that thre
Federals would again send a force across Stonss River at MeFadden's Ford,
sunmoned Major Generzl John C. Breckinridge to his GHQ. At this meeting
Bragg told his subordinate of his fears. Breckinridge was dirscted to
take one of his brigades and recross the river, Once the Kentuckian had

gained the east bank of the river, he would hold himself ready to counter

this move on the Yankees' part. Returning to his headquarters Breckinridge

called for Colonel Joseph B, Palmer, and told him to muster his hard-
fighting brigade, Once Palmer had assembled his command, the order to
march was given., MNoving off into the darkness the troops of Palmer's

brigade had all forded the river by 1 a.m. By daybreak Palmer's m=n had

reoccuplied the position they had held up until noon on the previous day, on

the right of Brigadier General Roger W. Hanson's crack "Orphan" brigade.l2
During the day Palmer sent forth several strong combat patrols.
These groups moved forward in support of Pegram's trcopers, who had

established contact with Beatty's bluscoats. These patrols upon teing
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exposed to the fire of the guns of ths 2d “Aisconsin Pattsary teat a

hasty retreat, Outside of these individuals and Pegram's cavalrjmen,

the Rebel troops stationed on the east bank of Stones River, kept a
respectable distance tetween them and the Union scoldiers holding the

bridgehead on the lst. In generzl Hanson's and Pzlrer's troops, when

rot engaged in drawing amrmnition or ccoking rations, relaxed and took

it easy.13
On the morning of the 2d Breckirridge decided that it might be

a good idea, to ascertain the strength of the Union force holding the
bridgehead which covered lMcFadden's Ford, The generzl placed a member

of his staff -~ lieutenant Colonel John A. Buckner in charge of a strong

corbat patrol, Buckrer's instructions were to move forward and engage

- the enemy. Buckner's combat patrol consisted entirely of artillery

(Eyree's Kentucky Bzttery [; gun§7 ard the 5th Company of the Washington

Artillery /& guns/). The colonel was authorized by Breckinridge, to

call upon the officers commanding the various Confederate outrosts for

infantry support. While Buckner's group felt the Union left the gereral,

accompanied by several staff officers, would reconnoiter the foe's right.

Before reaching the line of Rebel outposts Buckner's combat
patrol was jJoined by a battalion drawn from the 18th Tennessee., This

infantry force was lad by Captain William H, Joyner, Passing through

the picket line, held by the men of the 45th Tennessee, Puckner's patrol

emerged from the woods and entered no-mant's-land. Upon debouching into

~ the cornfield the butterrmuts were fired upon by Unlon skirmishers, While
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the men of the 18th Tennessee deployed, the carncneers of the Washington
Artillery ard Bryme's Battery quickly unlimbered their eight guns, Once
the field pieces had been uniinmbered the artillerists would mantardle
then forward._l5

Mearwhile Breckirridge's patrcl had ridden cautiously forward,
About 500 yards norithwest of Wayre's Hill the gereral reached Hanson's
advance line of outposts. These wers rmanned by detachrents drawn from
the 4th and 9th Kentucky. Captains Christopher Boshe and Thomas Steele,
the officers in charge of the pickets, reported to the general. The
captains told Breckirridge, that since the area to their immediate front
had been infiltrated by Union snipers, it would te dangerous for him
to proceed any further., Breckinridge discovering that he was unable to
get a good view of the Undon positions, teld the two captains to take
their men and drive in these pesky enery skirmishers.16

After the Kentuckians had carried out this assignmert, the general
was able to gain a vantage peoint from where he could readily exazine
the Federal bridgehead. Breckinridge was able to observe that the blue-
clad infantry, supported by artillery, had taken up a strong peosition,
The Yankees' main line of resistance rested on the crest of a gentle
slopey which was partially covered with timber, The general moted that
the foe's lime of battle which lay about 1600 yards northwest of the
greyelad's position at Wayme's Hill, had been formed at nearly right
angles to his division's front, However, before the general was able
to ascertain the strength of the force holdirg the bridgehead, or if

the terrain to the west of the river commanded that to the east, one of
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Bragg's staff officers galloped up. The aide told Breckinridge that
Bragg wished to confer with him immediately. Retracing his steps
Breckinridge hastened to Bragg's GHQ, then located on the west side of
the river.17

Earlier in the day Bragg had received disturbing reports from
geveral members of his staff, These reports seemed to indicate that
unlsss the Yankees were disledged from their bridgehead there would
be serious trouble, The staff officers told the general, that if the
Federals should succeed in emplacing their artillery on the high
ground east of the river, they would be able to enfilade the right
flank of Lisutenant General lLeonidas Polk's corps, At this time Polk's
extreme right rested on the river near Round Forrest., It was apparent
to the combative Bragg, that he would either have to smash the Union
bridgehead or withdraw Polk's right flank, It was not difficult for a

man of Bragg's temperment to decide what to do - He would attacklla

Orders were immediately drafted ty Bragg alerting Brigadier General

William Preston and Colonel Randall L. Gibson to muster their brigades,

preparatery to reporting to General Breckinridge on the east side of the

river, Captain Felix H. Robertson was directed to report to Breckin-
ridge;yith his own six gun battery and two sections of Semple's Alatama
Batte:} - ten guns in 211, ‘Wright's Tennassee Battery was ordered to
move to the Nashville Ford, which was adjacent to Brapg's GHZ., A staff
officer was sent to tell Brigadier Generals John A, Wharton ard Pegram,

to hold their cavalry brigades ready to co-operate with the attackirg
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infantry, Similtaneocusly an aide was sent across the river with in-

structions for General Breckinridge to report to Bragg's headquarters.19
When Breckinridge arrived at his GH3, Bragg told him that he was
to form his division ints double line of battle, and attack the Federal
bridgehead. Once he had crushed the Union force stationed on the right
bank of Stohes River, Breckinridge was to see that his artillery was
brought forward., The Confederate cannoneers would then emplace their
pleces on the high ground from which the blueclads had just been drivep.
This would give Breckinridge's artillery an excellent position from
‘where they could enfilade the Army of the Cumberland's left flank. As
the next item on his agenda Bragg informed Breckinridge that he had
directed Preston's and Gibson's infantry brigades and Robertson's, Serple's,
ard Wright's batteries to report to him, At this very moment all of
these units werz in the process of ¢rogsing to the east side of Stones
Rivér. Furthermore Bragg continued, the Confederate cavalry (Wharton's
and Pegram's btrigades) then operating east of the river, had been alerted
to screen the right flank of Breckinridge's attacking legions, Bragg
then proceeded to discuss Polk's role in the imperding attack, The gen-
eral informed Breckimnridge that Polk's artillery, which was concentrated
northwgst of the ruins of the Cowan house, would begin to bombard the
enemy'é lines, at the same time that Breckinridge's troops drove forward.
Bragg believed such an activity on the part of Polk's artillery, would
help divert the Yankees'! attention from Breckinridge's attacking legions,

W¥hen Breckinridge was ready to advance, he would let Bragg know, One of
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Polk's guns would then be discharged, and this would te the signal for

Breckinridge's attack to commence., As Preckinridge started to leave,

Bragg expressed the wish that the attack "should be made with the least

possitle delay." Upon riding away from Bragg's headquarters, Breckin-

ridge glanced at his watch - the hands indicated that the hour was

2:30 a.m, 20
By 2 p.m. Praston ard Gibscn had received Eragg's orders, directing

them to report to Generzal Breckinridge on the oprosite side of the river.

The two officers lmnmediately relayed these instructions to their sub-

ordinates, Once the two brigades had been relieved, they were with-

drawn from the cedars north of the Wilkinson pike. Moving rapidly
crogs-country Preston's and Gibson's troops crossed Stones River at the

Nashville Ford, A short distance beyond the ford the two brigades com-

randers were hailed by General Breckinridge, and directed to form their

units for battle.zl

The batteriss which had been ordered by Bragg to cross to the
east side of Stones River had already reported to Breckirridge. Robert-
son's Battery, reinforced by two sections drawn from Semple's battery,
had arrived first, followed soon afterwards by Wright's Tennessee
Battery.%?

Shortly after daybreak on the 2d the 3d Wisconsin Battery had
again crossed Stones River. Moving to the front the Badgers again
emplaced four of their guns in the interval between the 8th Kentucky

and 35th Indiana, and their other two pleces on the bluff near the
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51st Ohio's right flank. Hardly had the Union artillerists unlimbered
their pieces, before they drew the fire of Cobb's Kentucky Batt=ry,.
The Confederzte guns being posted on Wayme's Hill, about one miie to
the southeast. Since the Rebels' fire was most inasccurate and inflicted

no damage, Lieutenant Iivingston instructed his men not to reply,23

During the morning General Beatty decided to plug the gap in his
line that existed tetween Price's left and Fyffe's right., Accordingly,
Beatty ordered Colonel Crider to send one of his regiments to the front,
The 79th Indizna, the unit designated fer this duty by Colonel Grider,
was advanced and took position, with the 35th Indiana (of Price's brigade)
on its right ard the Lhth Indiana (Fyffe's brigade) on its left 2%

From daybreak until about noon, when Buckner's combat tearn attacked
and drove in the Union outposts, there was—very little activity along
the Union picket line, For the Federals the situation took a decided
turn for the worse, when they observed that the enemy's infantry was
supported by artillery, The canroneers of the Washington Artillsry and
Byrne's Kentucky Battery could te distinctly seen, as they wheeled their
eight guns into position at the edge of the woods, on the opposite side
of the cornfield., Once they had emplaced their field piesces, the Rebel
arti?lerists opened fire on the bluecoats with shot amd shell, At
firsé the greyclads concentrated their fire on the 3d Wisconsin's six
guns, | |

Lieutenant Iivingston realized that besides being out-gunrsd, his

battery was exposed to a dangerous flanking fire, Therefore he sent a
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messenzer to acquaint General Beatty with the situation, The divrision

cormander, upon being appralsed of the situation, authorized Livingston
to withdraw his battery. Upon retiring from their forward position
the Badgers would place their six guns in battery on the high grourd

near the Hoover house. Limbering upn their piecessthe men of the 3d

Wisconsin Battery displaced their guns to the rear as directed.25

As was to be expected the Union infantrymen manning Beatty's
main line of resistance, were not very hapoy to see the artillery de-
part. For mow the Confederate cannoneers would be able to focus their
urndivided attention on them. The commander of the 2lst Kentucky noted

bitterly:

About 1 p.m.the retel artillery commenced throiuing
shells among us, greatly to our amnoyance. At this time
our artillery was withdrawn...te the astopnishment of all.
It seems that our little brigade /Price's/ had been for-
gotten, or was left there all alone to be sacrificed, in

order to draw the enemy on....

Once their artillery had softened up the Yankees' position, the
men of the 18th Tennessee moved out into the cornfield, Pressing
resclutely forward the Ternesseezns forced a patrol drawn from the
5lst Ohio to evacuate several buildings, in front of the right flank
of Price's main line of resistance, Fearful lest these structures
prov{de cover for Confederate sharpshcoters Lieutenant Colonel fichard
W. ¥eClain, of the 51lst Ohio, determine to commit other elements from
his regiment, CFolstered by reinforcements drawn from the 51st Chio,

the patrol launched a vigorous little counter-attack, Driven from the

buildings the Tennesseeans were forced to retire upon their supporting

artillery. After his men had set “ire to the structures Colonel li¢Clain,
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satisfied with this local succass, recalled them, In this spiritsd

clash the Rebels had suffered 13 casualtiss - 2 killed arnd 11 wounded,
while the bluecoats made mo report of their losses.z?

During the early afterroon Reatty's scouts spotted a powerfal
force of Retel infantry (estimated to contain 15 regiments) movirg froa
right to 1l:ft across their immediate front. This strong column, it was
roted, was accompanied by toth artillery ard cavalry. .News concerning
this interesting and important deveiopment w“as immediately relayed to
brizade, division, and corps headquarters., Shortly thersafter the troops
occupying the right £lank of Beatty's main line of resistance were also
able to catech a fleeting glimpse, through the trees, of the Rebel movemant
toward their left,28

General Crittenden responded to the news of the Rebels! acti&ity
with alacrity., He imrediately ordered General Palmer to reinforce the
troops holding the bridgehead with Grose's brigade, Once his brigade had
forded the river, Colonsl Grose reported to Beatty for further instric.
tions. DBeatty directed Grose to deploy his command so'that it would be
prepared to cover the left flank of his division. OGrose was told that
his men rust stand ready to repel all attacks.29

" In order tﬁ carry out the mission assigred to him by Beatty,

Grose formed his brigade as follows: The 23d Kentucky took position on
the brigade's right, its right flank'resting‘on the country larne 200
yards in rear and to the left of Fyffe's brigade; the 24th Ohio was formed

* 4nto line of battle 300 yards in rear of the 23d Kentucky. Both these
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The 36th Indiana was stationed to

regiments faced toward the east,
the left and rear of the 24th Ohio, its front being diagonal to the
Ohio regiment's left flank, Furthermore there was a gap of about 150
yards between the Hoosiers' right flark and the Buckeyes! left. In the
event of an aftack Grose adronished the commanders of these three regi-
ments they weculd change "front as the exigencies of the case might re-
quire," Grose's two other regiments (the 84th Illinois and 6éth Ohio)
were deployed about 15C yards in rear of the 36th Indiana's left flank,
These two units were formed in single line of battle facing east. The
right flank of the 84th Illinois was anchored on the bluff adjacent to
the river, its left resting near the Hoover house. The six guns telong-
ing to the 3d Wisconsin Battery were emplaced immediately in front of
the 84this left flank, and to the right of the 6th Ohio, After his men
had been posted Grose had them throw. up temporary breastworks, conposed
of fence rails and rocks.30

6n the left bank of the river, in immediate support of the troops
holding the bridgehead, were a rumkter of other units, The commanding
ground to the west of McFadden's Ford was held by the hard-fightirgz
brigade, commanded by Brigadier General Charles Cruft, Cruft's brigade
had ta*en position on the military crest overlooking the strategic ford

on the previous afternoon. The troops of Cruft's brigade spent the

morning of the 2d erecting crude fence rail and rock barricades. Through- | ' ’

out the morning Cruft's men were subjected to an occasional shelling

by the Rebel guns posted near the ruins of the Cowan house, About 11 a.m,
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the btuttermts suddenly altered their tactics. For the btetter part of

the next hour the Confederate gunners hammered the sector held by
Cruft's brigade with a heavy concentration of shot ard shell., During
this fierce bombardrm=nt the Yankees took cover behird their breastworks.Bl

Up until mid-afterroon on the 2d there were six batteries (2% guns)
posted on the ridge overlooking MeFadden's Ford, On the morning of the
1st Crittenden's able Chief of Artillery - Captain John Mendenhall had
ordered the 7th Battery, Indiana Light Artillery to take positicn cov-
ering McFadden's Ford, Hastening to the area adjacent to the ford the
Hoosiers unlimbered their six guns (four 10-pourder Parrott rifles and
two 12-pounder Napoleons)., These field pieces were emplaced on the
commanding ground west of the river, On?e the Indianians had put their
guns into position on the highest point of the ridge, Cruft's infantry
moved forward to their suvport, Except for the excitment engendered by
an occasional shelling by the Confederates' artillery, the battery com-
mander Captain George R. Swallow noted: "Nothing worthy of rote trans-
pired during the day [;he 1537, ard the morning of the 24 found us
occupying the same position.”32

About noon on the 2d the three under strength batteries assigned
to the!division, commanded by Brigadier General James S. Negley, were
ordered to take position on the ridge overlooking McFadden's Ford,
Moving forward the canroneers of Negley's division unlimbered their six
guns to the left of the ground occuplied by the 7th Indiana Battery.

Lieutenant Alexander Marshall had the men assigned to his unit - Pattery
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G, lst Ohio Light Artillery, emplace their two pileces (one lZ-pourder

howltzer and a 6-pounder Wiard rifle) irm=diately on the Hoosiers' left,
The three guns belonging to Battery M, 1lst Ohio Light Artillery -
Captain Frederick Schultz commanding - were placed in battery on the
left of Marshall's unit, At this time the 2d Battery, Kentucky Lizht
Artillery had only one servicabls piece left - a l0-pournder Parrott
rifle. The Kentuckians, working under the direct supervision of their
cormmanding officer Lieutenant Alban A. Ellsworth, emplaced their single
plece on the left of Battery [I's three guns. Having emplaced their
gix guns the carnoneers attached to these three batterles, eagerly awaited
for someone to assign them a firing mission, 3

When Crittenden was informed of tre increased Rebel activities
in the vicinity of the bridgehead he called for Captain iendenhall, %he
corps commander informed Mendenhall, that it might be well to mass scme
additional artillery on the ridge west of McFaddenfs ford. Accordingly,
Mendenhall issued instructions for the commanders of Batteries H and W,
4th U, S, Artillery and Battery F, 1st Ohio light Artillery to put their
guns into position on the designated ridge., When the or@ers to rove
to the front arrived the regular battery was being held in reserve near
the N&:hville pike. Moving into position at the gallop, Lieutenant
Charles C. Parsons had his men (Batteries H and M) unlimber their eight
guns (four 12-pourder Napoleons ard four 3-inch rifles) to the right
of the 7th Indiana Battery's saix guns.ju The cammoneers of Battery F,

1st Ohio Light Artillery erplaced their four guns about 100 yards to
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the right of Parsons!' batiery. Before taking position on the ridge

ovér100king'McFadden's ford, the Ducksys battery had been in action near
the railroad.35
At 1 p.m. on the 2d Sensral Negley received instructions from
Generzal Rﬁéecrans, to use his division to reinforce Crittendents corps,
At the time that this order reached Negley his unit was deploysd in
suzport of liajor Ceneral Alexander licD, [lcCook's corps on the extrems
Uﬁion right., larching to the left Yeglsy's division took position
immediately in rear of Cruft's brigade, and the artillery which was
massed on the ridge overleoking MeFadden's Ford, Xegley deploj=d
Colonel John F, Miller's brigade on the right, and Colonel Timothy R.
Stanley's on the left,3®
The three-quarters of g mile of front extending in a souihwest-
erly direction from lcFadden's Ford to the Nashville pike was neld by
four brigades. From left to right these units were commanded t7 - Colonels
William B. Hazen, George D. Wagner, Charles G. Harker, and George P.
Buell. On the morning of the 2d these four units were supported by
four batteries, The 8th Battery, Indiana Light Artillsry was on the
extreme right, its six guns (two 1l2-pounder howitizers and four A-pounder
guns} emplaced adjacent to the Nashville pike, On a small emirence near
1
the railroad were the six pieces (four 10-pourder Parrotts and two-
12-pounder Napoleons) marned by the men of the 6th Battery, Ohio Light
Artillery. The éth Ohio Battery was supported by Harker's brigade.

To the Buckeyes' left, rorth of the railroad, were emplaced the six
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guns (two James rifles and four 6-pourder guns). These six pisces were

served by the men of the 26th Battery, Pennsylvania Light Artillery,
Some 250 yards in rear of the 6th Ohio Battery, the cannoneers assigned
to the Chicago Board of Trade Rattery had unlimbered their six pizces
(two Jares rifles and four &-vounder guns).37

Daybreak on the 2d fcund the six guns (two 6-pourders and four James
rifles) of Battery 3, 1lst Ohio Light 4rtillery, emplacad on the ridge
south of the Nashville pike, Here on the 31st the Board of Trade Bate
tery and the 26th Pennsylvania Battery, supported by the Pioneer brigade
had checked Ector's onslaught, In the late afternoon three of Zattery
B's guns would be ordered to the ridge overlooking McFadden's Ford, 38

Under the cover of darkness in the early morning hours of the 2d
tﬁe Rebels had massed and masked 22 pieces of artillery rorthwest of the
ruins of the Cowan house, Twelve guns manned by the men of Carres!',,
. Stanford's, ard Smith's batteries were emplaced rnorth of the railro%d
adjacent to the river, At the same time the canroneers assigned to
Robertson's and Scott's batteries had unlimbered their 10 guns (the
former south of the pike near the ruins and the latter between the Nash-
ville pike and the railroad), A brigade drawn from Major Generzl Jones
M. Nﬂ;hers' division, cormanded by Colonel Thomas W, White, was thrown
forﬁafd‘to support the canroneers, White's infantry occupied the crest
of the ridge immediately in the artilleryts rear.2?

At dawn a strong foree of skirmishers drawn from White's brigade

moved forward. These rugged individuals proceeded to drive the Union

&/
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A combat patrol composed of wolunteers from

pickets from Round Forest,

the 51st Indiara, of Harker's brigade, launched a vigorous counter-

attack, In the face of this fierce thrust the btuttermuts in turn wers

forced to evacuate Round Forest, leavinz ten of their dead behird,
In the highly successful effort to check this Union advance the

massed Retel artillery roared into action, After sending the blusgoated

infantry scarpering for cover, the Southern artillerists shifted tzrgets,

They now correnced to hammer away at the Union artillery.uo

Initially the cannorneers mannirz the guns of Scott's and Rotert-
son's batteries ccncentrated their attention on the 8th Indiana Battery,

The Rebels' marksmanship was exceptional., So "terrikly effective™ was

the Confederates' fire, that Lieutenant George Estep decided he had

best withdraw his battery frem its dangerously exposed position, But

by this time a nunbter of the battéry's horses had been killed, wounded,

or stampeded, As a direct result of this shortage of horseflesh,the

Irdianians found that they were unable to remove two of their pune,
Subsequently the division commander charged with the defense of tris

sector of the front - Brigadier General Mile 3., Haseall gent forwzrd

a detachment of infantry. With the aid of prolongef ropes the dough-

feet succeeded in pulling the two abandoned pleces to the rear. ZIven

before the infantry had recovered the two guns, Estep had cecured i

teams to pull them. He had been able to accomplish this by utilizing

the horses formerly used to pull the battery's calssons and forge.
Estep then ordered his

L+

However, %Wy this time the barrage had ceased.
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men to take it easy while awaiting a fresh assignment,
After having forced the 8th Irndiana Battery te pull back, the
men of Robertson's and Scott's batteries shifted targets. They now

concentrated their fire on Battery B, lst Ohio Light Artillery. After

a loss of one man and five horses - killed - the Buckeyes were forced

to withdraw three of their guns to a less exposad position.42

While Scott's and Rotertison's batteries pounded away at the 8th
Indiana and Battery B; Carnes', Stanford's, and Smith's hammered away
at the 6th Ohio, 26th Pennsylvania, and Board of Trade batteries., But
since the 6th Chio's guns occupisd the rost exposed position, the post
of danger, the greyclads devoted most of their attention to them, In
his "After Action Report™ Colonel Harker tersely descrited this are
tillery duel, as the most fearful he had "yet had the expsrience ‘o wit-
ness, The enemy, having our range quite perfectly, poured upon us
a most destructive fire, causing the battery [;he 8th Indiana/ on our
right to be abandoned,..." Even after the Beard of Trade Battery,
ermlaced to their rear, had sprayed their position with canister,
wourding several men, the hard-bitten artillsrists of the éth Chio
Battery contimied to hold their ground. It seems that several of the
Board of Trade Pattery's gun captains had become trigger-happy. There-
fore tﬂey had opened fire without waiting for orders from the battery
comnander - Captain James H, Std{es. And before Stokes could put s stop
to this promiscuous firing the damage had been done, After about an

hour the Confederate guns fell silent. Only then did Captain Cullen
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Bradley permit his men to cease firing., During the bombardment the

6tk Ohio had expended 177 rounds of ammunition, and suffsred five
casualties - all 1»:::1111;:1@::1.ll'3

The battery to the Buckeyes' right - the 26th Pennsylvania - sufa
fered very little durirg the shelling, as did the Board of Trade Battery.
Due to the intervenirg woods ard the configuration of the terrair, the
Pernsylvanians were unzble to get a good view of the Rebels' massed
artillery. Thercfore the battery held its fire throughout the morning.uu

It seems that the Rebel artillerists more than held their o'm in
this fiercz duel, Only cone of the five batteries engaged - Scott's re-
ported any casualtles, So rapidly and efficlently did the cannoneers
in grey serve their pleces, that after about 20 mimites firing the
limbers had to be ordered forward, to enable the gun crews to replenish
their amrunition chests, This difficult tut necessary operation was
ecarrizd out under a scathing fire without loss by the butterrmts,

When the word teo cease fire was finally given, the three tatteries
emplaced north of the railroad (being partially in defilade) held their
grourd, However, Scott's battery was in an exposed position, There-
fore when the firing had ceased the battery retired about 50 yards and
took 'cover in a shallow ravine. Robertson's battery retained its posi-
tion near the ruins of the Cowan house until early in the afterrcon.

At that time the unit was ordered to cross the river, to furnish fire

support for Breckinridge's attack on the Union 1‘):‘5Lcigel’1eau:i..“'5
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THE UNION ARTILIZRY AND BRECKINRILGE'S ATTACK

Chanter T
THE TANKEES OCCUPY A DANGEROUS POSITION - TEE HEBELS PREPARE

TO COUNTER-ATTACK

1 The Yar of the Rebellion: A Compllation of the Cfficial Records of

the Union znd Confederste Arpies, Series I, Vol. XX, pt. I, p. 575.

{cited hereafter as 0. R.) A native of New Jersey, Van Cleve had
graduated from the U. S. Military Acadery in July 1831, as a brevet

2d lieutenant in the 5th Infantry., Van Cléve resigned from the U. S.
Army in September 1836, On July 22, 1861 Van Cleve re-entered Federal
service as the colonsl) of the 2d Minnesota Infantry., Eight monfhs
later Van Cleve was advanced to the rank of brigadisr gensral., Samuel
Beatty, a native of Pennsylvania, initially entered Federal service as
a2 lst lieutenant in the 3d Ohio Infantry in June 1846, Following the
Mexican War, Beatty was hororably mustered cut of the army. Beatty
again entersd Federal service as a captain in the 19th Ohioe Infantry
in April 1861, One month later Heatty assumed comzand of the regi-
ment, wiﬁh the rank of colonel. On November 29, 1862 Beatty was pro-
moted to brigadier general, After turning over his command to Beatty,
Van Cleve proceeded to Nashville.

2 Ibid,. Thomas L. Crittenden, a native ﬁf Kentueky, had served‘in
the Armgy during the Mexican War, as a Meutenant colonel in the 3d
fentucky Infantry. After Kentueky had decided to cast its lot with

the Union, Crittenden {on September 27) was commissioned a brigadier
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general in the Union Army. On July 17, 1862 Critterden was promoted

to the rark of major general., Saruel W. Price, a native of Kentucky,
had originally entered the Fedsral service as the colonel of the 21st
Kentucky Infantry on February 26, 1862,

3 Ibid,, 608, 610, 612-614, Pegram's brigade was composed of the
following cavalry units: 1st Georgia, 1lst louisiana, and lst Ternsssee
regiments, 16th Tennessee battalion, supported by Huwald's Tennessee
Battery. John Pegram, a native of Virginia, was graduated from the

U. S. Military Academy in 1854, Comnissioned a brevet 2d Lieuterant in
the dragoons, Pegrazm served on the western freontier until 1858, 1In
that year Pegram, now a 1lst lieutenant in the 2d Dragoons, received a
two years'! leave of absence to enable him to make a tour of Europe, On
his return from Burope, Pegram remained in the U. S. Army until =y 10,
1861 when he resigned., Entering Confederate service, Pegram was ad-
vanced rapldly in rank, and participated in the Western Virginia Camp-
aign in the summer of 1861, where he was forced to surrender his command
to Rosecrans at Rich Mountain, Exchanged in the summer of 1862, Pegram
was assigned to Bragg's staff, Subsequently Pegrem became Kirby Smith's
¢hief of staff. In November, Pegram was promoted to brigadier general
ard placed in charge of a cavalry brigade,

b Tbid, |

5 Ibid., 598, 601-602, &04-605.

6 Ibid., 575, 587, 589. The 3d Wisconsin Battery was equipped with six

guans (four lC-pourder Parrotts rifles ard two l2-pounder howitzers).

b




7 Ibid,, 575-576, 582, 608, 615, Fuwald's Tennesses Battery was armed

with four guns,

8 Ibid., 576.

9 Ivid., 561, 576. John i, Palmer, a native of XKentucky, was residing
in I1lincis when the Civil War cormmenced, Palmer initially ertered
Federal service as the colonel of the 14th Illinois. On Decester 20,
1861 Palmer was promoted to the rank of brigadier general, William
Grose, a native of Ohio, and a resident of Indiana, had originally
entered the Union army as colonel of the 36th Indiana Infantr—,

10 Ibid., 576.

11 Ibid., 576, 587, 598, 608, 610,

12 Ibid,, 784, 805. The 5th Company, Washington Light Artillery had
accompanied Palmert's brigade when it had recrossed the river. Three

of the battery's six guns were emplaced near the right of Hanson's
brigade, while the unit's remaining pleces were unlimbered on the right
¢of Palmer's trigade, At the outbreak of the Civil War, Joseph B. Falmer
was a prominent Murfreesbore lawyer, and was strongly opposed to secession,
But iike the majority of Southern men of pro-Union proclivities Palmer
believed his first allegiance was due to his state, Therefore when
Tépnessee decided in favor of leaving the Union, he obeyed her voice ard
raised a company. When the 18th Tennéssee'was mistered into Confederate
service Captain Palmer was unanimously elected colonel. Palmer, along
with his regiment, was captured at Fort Conelson on February 16, 1862,

Upon his release from Fort Warren, in August 1862, Palmer rejoined his
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regiment, which was reorganized at Jackson, Mississippi, Palmer ac-
companied Breckinridge when the former vice president was transferred
from central Mississippi to i{iddle Ternnessee, John C. Breckinridze was
born near lexingion, Kentuclgr, in Jaruary 1821. The future Vice Presi-
dent of the United States entered the legal professiqn, establishing his
office in lexdngton, During the iexdecan War, Breckinridce served as a
major in the 3d Xentucky. In 1849 Breckinridge was first elected to
the staté legislature. Two yesrs later he was elected to the U, S.
Congress from the Ashland district. In 1853 he was re-elsected, Three
years later Breckinridge was chosen Vice President of the United States,
the youngest man to ever hold that high office. The Kentuckian was the
choice of the Southern Democrats for the Presidency in 1860, On Octo-
ber 8, 1861 Breckinridge issued an address from Bowling Creen, Kentucky,
resizning from the U. S, Senate, to which he had been rscently electsd,
and proclaiming his devotion to the Confederate cause. Within four
weeks PBreckinridge had received his commission as a brigadier general
in the Rebel army. Following the battle of Shiloh, Breckinridse was
promotéd to the rank of major general, Roger W. Hanson was amother
Kentuckian who casgﬁhis lot with the South, Hanson entered Confederate

service as colon2l of the 2d Kentucky Regiment. Like Palmer, Hanson

was captured at Fort Donelson on February 16, 1862. Following his

exchange Hanson was promoted to the rank of brigadier general orn

December 13, 1862,

- 13 Ibid.
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14 Ibid,, 784-735, A lack of ammunition for their two rifled guns

forced the men of the Washington Artillery to leave these two pisces
behind, Byrne's Kentucly Battery had reached Murfreeshoro that vary
morning.

15 Ibid., 785, 803, 805.

14 Ibid., 785.

17 Ibid.,

18 Ibid., 667-668,

19 Ibid,, 668, 758-759, 823, 910, Eoth Robertson's ard Semple's bai-
teries wers eguipped with 12-pounder Napoleons, Wright's Tennesscze
Battery was armed with four srmoothbore field pieces, John A, Wharton
entered the Confederats service as a captain in the 8th Texas Cavalry
(Terry's Rangers}. In the regiment's first brush with the foe at
Woodsonville, Kentucky, on December 17, 1861, Colonel B, F. Terry was
slain. Shortly thereafter Terry's successor Colonel Thomas S. Luboock
died. The regiment was then reorganized, and Wharton was elected its
colonsl, Wharton participated in both the battle of Shiloh ard the
Kentucky Campaign. Following his return from Xentucky, Wharton was
prormoted to brigadier general on November 18, 1862, Willianm Preston
was bern near Iouisvills, Kentucky, on Octoter 16, 1806, The future
generzal received his early eduéation at a Jesuit school located at
Bradstown, In 1836 Preston graduated from the Harvard Law Scheol.
Following his graduation Preston, in addition to his law practice, en-
tered actively into politics, During the Mexdican War, Preston entared

Federzl service as lieutenant cclonel of the 4th Kentucky, With the
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termination of that conflict Preston rciurnsed to civil life., Until the

outbreak of the Civil War, Preston divided his time between his lzw
practice and public service, During Buchanan's administration Preston
served as minister to Spain, Casting his lot with the Confederacy,

Preston was appointed to serve on the staff of his brother-in.law, Gen-

.eral A, S, Johnston, with the rank of colenszl, On April 1%, 1862 Preston

was commissionsd a brigadisr general. Randall L. Gitson was born at
Spring Hill,Eentucky, on Septemker 10, 1832, Gibson spent his youth at
lexington, Kentuecky, ard on his father's plantation at Terrebenne Parish,
Iouisiana, In 1853 Gikson graduated from Yale, after which he read
law, Gibson entered Confederate service in March 1861, as captain in
the 1lst Louisiana Artillery. On August 13, 1861 Gibson was comrissioned
colonel of the 13th ILouisiana Inéantzy.

20 Ibid., 668, 785,

21 Itid,, 796, 812,

22 Ibvid., 758-759, 823, 910,

23 Ibid., 576, 582, Cotb's Kezntucky Battery was armed with six gune.
24 Ibid., 576, 589-590.

25 Ipid., 57&, 582, 803.

26 Ipid., 613, 613,

27 Idid., 61s, 80s.

28 Ibid., 576, 61s.

29 Ibid., 561.

30 Ibid., 561-562,




31 Ibid., 528, 53, 536, s4l, The 90th Ohio was vosted on the extrame

richt of Cruft's battle line, whils the lst Kentucky anchored the
trigade's left flank on the river. Charles Cruft, a native of Imiiara,
had entered Federal service on September 20, 1861 as colonsl of the Jlst
Indiana., Cruft had been promoted to the rank ol brizadier generzl on
July 16, 1862,

32 Idkid., 579. John lerderhall, a native of Indiana, was graduzted
from the U. S. Military Acadery on July 1, 1851, Commissicned a brevet
2d lieutenant in the 1lst Dragoons, lMendenhall transferred to the 4th
artillery on February 20, 1852, Rising slowly in rank !lerdenhall was
promoted to captain on July 3, 1861,

33 Ibid., 412, L415, 1In the terrible fightirg on the 31st, Battery G
had lost four guns, Battery M, one gun, while one of the 2d Xentucky
Battery's guns had been captured and another disabled. Battery ¥, had
carried into action on the 3lst two James Rifles and two 12-pourder
howltzers.

34 Itid., 455, 524-525, Parsons, a native of QOhio, had graduated

from the U, S. Military Academy in July, 1857. Upon leaving West Point,
Parsons was commissioned a 2d lieutenant in the 4th Artillery, TFour
yearé later Parsons was advanced to the rank of lst lisutenant,

35 Ibid., 455, 522-523. .Battery F, 1lst Ohio Light Artillery had opened
the battle of Stones River with . six guns - two l2-pounder howltzers
and four Jarmes Rifles. But in the fighting on the Jlst two of the

~ batter?'s guns had been put out of action, Therefore on the 2d the
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battery had only four servicable guns,

36 Ibid,, 408, 434, Negley, a native of Pennsylvania, had served in

the Mexican War as a private in the lst Pernsylvaniz Infantry. Following
President Lincoln's call for 75,000 volunteers in April 1861, Magley

was cormissioned a brigadier general in the Pennsylvania Velunteers., In

Octoter, Negley was made a brigadier general in the Federal Arsy. John

F, Miller, a Hoosier, had entered Federal service as the colonel of the
29th Trdiana Infantry on August 27, 1861, T. R. Stanlsy, a native of
0qnnecticut and a resident of Ohio at the outbreak of the Civil War, had
entered Federal service as colonel of the 18th Ohio,

37 Ibid., 471, 476, 479, 504, 581,

38 Ibid., 455, 521. Battery B was equippad with four Jamzs Riflss ard
two 6-pounder guns,

39 Ibid., 722, 732, 742, 751, 756-757. The following units constituted

White's brigade; 7th, 9th, 10th, 41st and 44th Mississippi Infantry Re-
giments, and Sth Mississippi Sharpshooter Battalion, The Confederate
batteries were armed as follows: Carnes' - two bronze 6.pounders ard

two 12.pounder howitzer; Stanford's - four 3=-inch rifles; Smith's - four
12-pounder Napoleons; Robertson's - six 12-pounder Napoleons; Scott's

two bionze 6-pounders and two l2-pounder howitzers.

4% Idid., 757. | |
41 Ibid., 471, 477,

L2 Ikbid., 521,

. 43 TIvid,, 479, 504, 1In addition the 6th Ohio Battery lost 8 horses -

five killed and three wounded. On the morning of the 2d Harker's brigade
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was deployed as follows: the E4th and 65th Ohlo regiments were posted

behind a small clump of trees on the 6th Ohio Battery's right; on the
battery's left, lying in a skirt of woods, was the 5lst Indiana:; while

the 13th Michigan and 73d Indiana were held in reserve,

44 TIbid., 581.
45 Ibid,, 722, 732, 742, 751-753. The casualty in Scott's battery was -

Sergeant A. L. Townsend, who was killed,
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THE UNION ARTILIERY AND BRICKIMRIDGE'S ATTACK

Chapter II

BRECKINRIDGE'S ASSAULT

Recrossing Stones River, following his conference with General
Sragg, Breckinridge hastened to his headquarters. There the general
was Joined by Brigadier General Gideon J. Pillow. The newcomer informed
Breckinridge, that he had arrived in Murfreesboro earlier in the day,
Upon reporting to Bragg, Pillow told Breckinridge, he had been directed
to take charge of the hard-fighting brigade, led by Colonel Palmer,
With Pillow in command of the brizade, the able Palmer would resume the
leadership of his own regiment - the 18th Tennessee, This administra-
tive matter taken care of,Breckinridge turned his attention to regrouping
arnd deploying his division, preparatory for his attack on the Unicon
bridgehead.l

In accordance with Bragg's directive, Breckinridge proceeded to
form his division into double line of battle. The inditial line, its
approach march partially screened by a dense woods, took position in
the timber near the edge of the cornfield. One-half mile away, on the
opposite side of the field,the formidable defense line which was occcupied
by Beatty's bluecoats could readily be distinguished by Breckinridge's
rugged skirmishers,

Breckinridge's initial battle line was composed of two brigades -
Hansont's on the left, Pillow's on the right.2 The Rebels' second line

of battle, massed in the woods some 200 yards in rear of the first,
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The former officer's unit

consisting of Gikson's ard Preston's brigade.
would support Hanson's brigade, whils the latter's bolstered Pillow's,?
Three of the four batteriss which were organic to the division (the
Washinzton Artillery, Battery G, 1bth Georgia Light Artillery Battalion,
and Wright's Battery) would participate in the attack. Accordingly,
these three units took position immediately in rear of Gibkson's and
Preston's brigades. The two dttached batteries - Rotertson's and
Semple's (two sections) - were posted in rear of the division artillerr,
In the projected attack on the Union bridgehead these five batteries
would leave their caissons behind. When the advance commenced the can-
noneers would move forward, takinz only their guns and llmbers with them,
One regiment (the S$th Kentucky) and the division's fourth attached
battery (Cobb's) would be left behind to hold strategic Wayne's Hill,
when the division moved to the attack., In addition two other attached
artillery units - Byrne's Kentuclky Battery and a section of Iumsden's
Alabama Battery - would be left behind, and not accompary the division
during its assault on the Union bridgehead,

Wﬁile the Confederate units were in the process of moving into
their jumping off places Breckinridze and Captain Felix H. Rotertson,
the officer in charge of the supporting artillery, engaged in an animated
discussion, The topic of the two officers‘ conversation was - Nﬁat
was to be the artillery's role in the projected attack? Breckinridge
told the captain, that he thought the attack on the Union bridgehead

ghould be carried out simultanecusly by the infantry and artillery.
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Robertson countered with the statement; that he believed it to e

Bragg's wish, that the artillery should only move forward after the
infantry had crushed the bridgshead, Breckinridge then informed the
captain that he desired him to form his "batteries in the space between
his two lines of infantry and advance." This Robertson refused to do,
The captain observed that undue confusion and loss would be the result of
"such an arrancement.” Rebuffed the Kentuckian asksd the artillerist,
if he would consent to advance his batteries in rear of Gibson's ard
Preston's battle line. In reply Robertson repeated for Breckinridge's
benefit the instructions he had received from Bragg, "to wait until the
infantry had crowned the crest, and then to rush up and occupy it."
Knowing full well the disposition of the infantry comranders to pro-
miscucusly use artillery, Roberiscon procesded to protest "against crowd-
ing a field so contracted as the one in which we were to operate with
small guns." The captain emphasized his point by pointing out "that,
in case of a repulse, we would inevitably loose some [;f the gung]
if they were carried on the field.," However, Breckinridge thought
diffefently. Therefore the general formed the three batteries, which
were permanently assigned to his division, lmmediately in the rear of
his second line of battle., When the order to advance should be given
these. three batteries woﬁld move forward similtaneocusly with the
infantry.s

Furthermore,Robertson was deeply perturbed by amother development.

The captain's ire had been arcused when the artillery, which had accompanied
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Puckner's combat patrol, had opened fire on the Yarnkees, Robertson

felt, with considerabls justification, that this shelling had served
to direct the Yankees' atiention to the sector where the attack was to
be made. The artillery officer was afraid that when the Confederates
moved forward, they would find the ground across which they would be

called upon to advance covered by the Union batteries. Subsequent

‘events were to vindicate Robertson's judgment. As a direct result of

this premature bombardment the Federals had emplaced another 18 guns,
on the comanding ground lying to the west of MceFadden's Ford.6

Before launching his attack (which was scheduled for 4 p.m.)
Breckinridge, having heard nothing from Wharton and Pegram, and feeling
anxious about his right, sent two members of his staff to acquaint the
cavalry officers with the situation, The aides scon returned to Breck-
inridge's headquarters, with the information that they had been unable
to contact either Whariton or Pegram. Unable to delay his attack amy
longer, while sesldng to establish liaison with the cavalry, Breckin-
ridge ordered his brigade commarders to alert their men to be ready to
move forward on a2 moment's notice.7

At 4 p.m, the signal gun was discharged. And Brecldnridge’s
4500 combat-ready veterans moved forward at the quick step. The initial
assault wave consisting of Hanson's and éilloﬁ's brigades moved to the
attack, with their pleces locaded amd bayonets fixed. In accerdance with

Breckinridge's instructions, the troops were prepared to fire one volley

and then give the Federals the bayonet. Debouching from the woods the
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buttermits emerged into the cornfield,.which fronted Beatty's main line

of resistance, Driving the Union skirmishers before them the determined

Retels pressed resolutely forward.s

Pillow's troops, on the right of the attackinz line, drove to
within 300 yards of the blueccats!' maip line of resistance before draw-
ing arny fire. But when they did Pillow's daughty Tennesseans were some-
what disconcerted to discover, that Beatty's line of battle over lapped
their right to a considerabls distance. The cracic 18th Tennessee -
Pillow's right flank unit - was opposed by one regiment (the 35th Indiana)
to its immediate front, While at the ﬁame time - a second regiment
(the 79th Indiana) made a desperate bid to turn the Tennesseans'! right,
In a successful effort to cope with this potentially dangerous situation
Pillow called for artillery support. In response to the general's
request, Lieutenant R. W. Anderson broﬁght the four guns of Battery G,
1kth Georgia lLight Artillery Battalion forward at the gallop., Quickly
unlimbering their pieces the Georgians commenced to hammer the blue-
coats with canister and shell., Hardly had the Rebel guns gone into
action before they drew the fire of the 3d Wisconsin Battery's six field
At this time the Badgers' guns were emplaced near the Hoover

pleces.
housel9 _

Breckinridge had also taken cognizance of the situation, The
general was quite distressed to note that the Federals' main line of
resistance overlapped his line of battle, Therefore he ordered his

chief of artillery - Major Rice E. Graves - to send a battery to Pillow's
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support. COraves immediately lssued instructions Zor Captain E. Zldridge

Wright, to bolster Pillow's attack with his four gun Tennessee battery.
Immediately after the tattery emeréed from the woods, a projectile
struck the lead horse on one of the 6-pounder gun teams in the head,
killing the beast, Before the driver could stop the team, the carrizre
crashed against the dead horse and the pole was troken. Due to this
accident the canmoneers of Wright's battery were only abls to put three
guns into action, until after repairs to the 6-pounder were effected.
Unlimbering their threes remaining pieces adjacent to the 1l4th Georgia's
guns, H?ight’s men opened fire, The Tennessesand divided their atten-
tion between the guns of the 3d ‘/isconsin Battery and the Union infantry,

When his men drove forward inte the cornfield General Hanson ob-
served thﬁt a possible dangerous situation was developing. The general
was distressed to note that as a result of the configuration of the
terrain and enthusiasm of his troops; that his right flank regiments
and Pillow's leﬁ} flank units had become intermingled., So restricted
and confined was: the ground over which the "Orphan" brigade attacked,
that on Hangon's left the 2d Kentucky was crowded out of position,
Major James /. Hewitt, the 2d Kentucky's commander, quickly took account
df this development, He immediately formed his regiment into a column
of fours. The regiment then pushed forward, moving closely in rear of
the éth Kentucky.ll

The lay of the land enabled the "Orphan" brigade to close to within

150 yards of the right flank of Price's line of battle, which was posted
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behird a rail fence, before the men were exposed to the foe's srall-

arms fire. In accordance with Ereckinridge's instructions, the officers
of the "Orphan" brigade ordered their men to halt, The troops then
brought their weapons to the shoulder, and sent one volley cras:zing into
the bluscoats’ massed ranks. Once they had discharged their picces
the tuttermuts let loose with a terrible yell, and surged toward the
Yankees - their bayonets flashing in the cold winter's air,l2

Preckirridge's second line of battle hzd moved forward, scme 200
yards in rear of the first, As soon as Preston's brigade (on the extreme
right) had debouched into the cornfield, the troops care under *he foe's
artillery fire, In addition to the sporadic fire of the 3d ‘Jisconsin
Battery, Preston's troons felt the effect of the projectiles discharged
by the six batteries, emplaced on the commanding ground west of lc-
Fadden's Ford, Then to make matters worse, the Union infantry comnenced
to rip Pillew's line of battle‘éith‘muskerty. In hopes of partially
mllifying the effect of the small-arms fire Preston ordered his men to
lie down, For the next several mimtes the troops hugged the ground,
while the minid balls whistled around them "thick and loud."*3

On Preston's left, Gibson's initial battle line (the two cona
solidated Louisiana regiments) drove forward in support of Hanscn's
comrarkdl, When the "Orphan" brigade suddenly halted, preparat&ry to
delivering its volley, Gibson ordered his men to hit the ground. This
the louisianiang readily did. The troops seeking cover where ever the

configuration of the ground would permit, Already the brigade was exposed
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to a scathing fire frcm the Union batteries emplaced on the west side

of the river. Then to make matters worse, Union sharpshooters, posted
in the woods on the opposite side of Stones River, began to sripe at
the louisianians. But unlike the artillery the sharpshooters were
within easy range of the Iouisianians' deadly rifled-miskets. Opening
fire Gibson's men quickly scattered the Federal marksmen,

While this sharp little fire fight was taking place, Gibson rode
forward to consult with General Hanson, The lLouisianian wished to
find out from Hanson, if he was ready for him to commit his unit,

Twe of Gibson's units -~ the 32d Alabama Regiment and the 1l4th
Iouisiana Battalion had noi accorpanied the brigade when it took up
the advance, These two organizations, along with BEyrne's Kentuclky
Battery and a section of Iumsden's unit, would constitute the division's
strategic reserve.lu

Even before the Confederates had closed with Beatty's main line
of resistance, Breckinridge had been forced to call for artillery
support. Accordingly, Battery G, lith Georgia Light Artillery and
Wright's Tennessee Battery had been sent to bolster Pillow's attack,
Only one of the three batteries - the Washington Artillery- which was
orgahic to Breckinridge's division still remained uncommitted.l5

Upon debouching int§ the cornfield Robertson halted the reserve
artillery. Robertson decided not to advance his ten guns a yard
farther, until after the greyclad infantry had caved in Beatty's main

line of resistance, Only after the foot soldiers had clearned the foe
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from the commarding ground east of the ford, would Rotertson comit

the reserve artillery.16

Breckinridge's assaulting infantry also received artillery support
from a numter of other Confederate batteries. These units belonzing
to Polik's corps had taken position on the west side of Stones River,
At 4 p.m. the four batteries (Carnes', Scott's, Stanford's and Smith's)
that were emplaced northwest of the ruins of the Cowan house opered fire,
The Rebel canmoneers divided their attention between Beatty's main line
of resistance and the six Union batteries, which were concentrated on
the ridge to the west of McFadden's Ford, Tne extreme range which separated
the smoothbored Rebel field pleces from their targets, served to limit
the bombardment's effectiveness to a marked degree, Observing that their
rourds were consistantly falling short, the cannoneers of Scott's Battery
{the most distant of the Rebel units) ceased firing., Counter-battery
fire from the Federals' long-ranged rifled artillery, soon helped to
neutralize the fire of the other three Confederate batteries.l?

When Breckinridge's troops emerged from the woods into the corne-
field, they immediately made contact with Price's outposts, Unable
to even slow, let alone delay the powerful Rebel battle line, the Union
skirmishers quickly took to their heels. On sighting the on rushing
enemy the commanders of the Slst Ohio, Bth Kentucky, 35th and 7Sth
Indiana Regiments, ordered their men to lie down and fix bayonets, The
troops were admonished not to fire until the regimental commanders gave

the word, As the gasping and panting skirmishers came dashing up the
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hill, they fell inte line with their respective regiments, All this

time the Federal infantrymen were beiné hammered unmercifully, bty the
Rebtel artillery emplaced to the northwest of the Cowan house ruins.l8
The 51st Ohio and 8th Kentucky, the two units holding the right
of Price's battle line, were partially sheltered by a slight depression
in the ground. ‘When Hanson's greyclads had appreached to within 150
yards of the Buckeyes and Xentucklians, they were seen to halt, After
firing one volley the men of the "Orphan® brigade let loose what
Colonel lieClain, of the 51st Ohlo, long remembered as "a most hideous
yell, and charged upon us in two lines of battle, closed in mass, while
their skirmishers rallied to their left." Not until Hanson's men had

driven to within €0 yards did the Unlon officers give "the command to

rise ard fire," As far as halting Hanson's onslaught, the Yankees' volley

proved about as effective as stopping a herd of bull elephants with

pea-shooters. Before the bluecoats could reload, the grim-soldiers of

the "Orphan" brigade were upon them, A short but desperate hand-to-hard

struggle ensued. From this engagement the hard-fighting men of the

"Orphan" brigade emerged victorious. The men of the 51st Ohio and 8th
Kentucky were seen to bolt for the rear, with Hanson's eager veterans

in hot pursuit.19

While the troops of the 51lst Ohic and 8th Kentucky met the men
of the "Orphan"” brigade in bloody combat on the right of Price's line,
Pillow's rugged Temnesseearns closed in on the sector of the Union line

held by the 35th Indiana. Shouting fiercely Pillow's soldiers moved
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rapidly forward, their rifles at the trail. Colonel Bernard ¥, llullern,

of the 35th Indiana, deemed it best to permit the foe to close to within
30 or 40 paces of his line, before giving his men the word to open fire!
Colonel Frederick Knefler, of the 79th Indiana, the unit holding the
sector of the Union line on the 35th Indizna's left, concurred in lfullen's
decision and so informed his men. Observing that the 79th Indiana's
battle line overlapping the 18th Tennessee's right flank, Pillow had
called for artillery support. While the cannconeers of Battery &, 14th
Georgia Light Artillery ard Vright's Tennessee Battery raked the 79th
Indiana's ranks with canister and shell, Pillow's brigade moved against
the 35th Irdiana,Z’

When Pillow's Tennessesrs had closed to within less than 1CQ yards,
Colonel iullen bellowed cut the order "to rise and fire," With a deaf-
ening cheer the men of the 35th Imndnana gallantly carried out tﬁe
coelonelts order. A deadly plunging volley served to stagger Pillow's .
brigade. Before the Rebels could recover their polse, the men of the
35th Indiana had reloaded their pieces and commenced a well-aimed and
telling "file fire.”

In an effort to. btreak the back of the 35th Indiandbs stubborn
resistance, Pillow found it necessary to ¢all for artillery suprport.
Accordingly, the crews manning several of the guns assigned to Battery
G anrd Wright's battery shifted targets. The Georgia amnd Tennessee
artillerists immedliately commenced to rake the 35th Indiana's lires

N with canister and shell., Due to their close proximity to their targets
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the Confederate gunners were forced to concentrate their fire on the
Hoosiers' left flank ard rear. After about 10 mimites of murderous
combat with Pillow's Tennesseears, Coleonel ullen noted that the regiments
to his right (the 8th Kentucky and 51st Chic), and the unit to his left
(the 79th Indiana) had commenced to fade away. Therefore Mullen sent
an alde scurrying to the rear, The messengar's mission was to urge
the men of the $9th Ohio to come te the fighting Hoosiers' support,
This the Chicans refused to do. Apparently undaunted by this refusal
¥ullen made a second request for help. The second runner soon returnsd
with the news that the 99th Ohio had departed "from the field,"2l

By the time that the second courier had reported back to Colonel
Mullen, the 8th Kentucky and 51lst Ohioc had been overwhelmed by the
"drphan" brigade., Fearful that this Rebel breakthrough on his rizht would
deom his regiment to capture gn masse if it remained where it was, Mal-
len gave the order to retire, It seems that even then many of the hard-
- fighting Hoosiers were reluctant to break contact with the foe, There-
fore tﬂe colonel was obliged to repeat the order. Even then mary of
the Indianlans refused to retire, and these men were left behird to be

slain or captured.22

Upon the retrs=at of Colonel Mullen's regiment, the 79th Indiana's
right flank was left resting in the air.. Previously the regimeﬁt had
held its own in the face of both artillery and small-arms fire, The
Hoosiers had exchanged volley after volley with the rugged infantrymen,.

~ of Colonel Palmer's 18th Tennessee., But with the collapse of the units
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on its right, the men of the regiment ware confrontsd with two rather

unpleasant alternatives., Either they could remain where they were and
face annihilation or they could seek safety in flight, Choosing the
latter the Hoosiers headed for the rear, with the victorious Tenrssseeans
in hot pursuit.?>

It had been Colonel Price's intention to use the 21lst Ken@ucky
and 99th Chic to either shore up or cover the retreat of his initial
line of battle, When Price observed that the 51st Ohio and 8th Xentucky
had started to give way, he ordersd the commanders of his two reserve
regiments to cover their retreat. But the ranks of the 21st Kentucky
ard 99th Chio were quickly thrown into confusion, when the fleeing
soldiers passed through them. After getting off only a few scattered
and poorly aimed volleys the two reserve regiments gave way.zu

The officers of Crider's brigade, which constituted Beatty's
reserve and was posted in the hollow east of lieradden's Ford, felt
as the day grew to a close, that the Hebels had undoubtedly decided to
postpone their attack until daybreak on the 3d. Thus when the attack
finally came it took both the rank and file of Grider's unit somewhat
by surprise. Put the troops were vetsrans, therefore the officers
experienced little difficulty in getting them to take arms (the arms

had previcusly been stacked). The brigade was then hastily formed

into line of battle - the 1%th Ohio on the right, the 9th Kentucky in
the center, and the 1llth Kentucky on the left,25

General Beatty, learning that Price's brigade had started to
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give way, called for a member of his staff-lieutenant T. F, Murdock,

The lieutenant was sent galloping forward with instructions for Grider's
brigade to move to the attack. Grider irmmediately prepared to imple-
ment his division commander's order., This the colonel did even though
it was almost manifest, from the character of the fire in front, that
the force we had on grourd, unassisted as we at the moment were Ly
artillery, could not check the enemy's advance,™ Apparently undaunted
by the desperate situation Grider's trooops, led on by their officers,
moved resolutely forward.26

On the right the men of the 19th Ohio, as they advanced up a
gradual slope, encountered Price's panic stricken men making for the
ford as rapidly as their legs would carry them, The reg%@ent's officers
shouted encouragement to their men as the fugatives broke through their
ranks, This served to steady the Buckeyes. Close on the heels of the
fl=eing blueccats came the victorious men of the "Qﬁﬁhan" brigade. Once
Price's retreating troops had passed through their ranks, the Buckeyes
opened fire on the on rushing Retels.,

The men of the 9th Kentucky, the unit on the Ohiocans' left, had
to work their way through a dense growth of briers and underbrush in
orde; to reach the crest of the ridge. These natural baZards served
to greatly disorganize and throw into confusion the regiment's battle
line, On reaching_the erest of the ridge the Kentuckians likewise
encountered Price's "troops retreating in great confusion." The regimenﬁ’s

commander - Lieutenant Colonel George H. Cram rmoted: "Nothing could
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be more discouraging to my men than the aspect of affairs at that

time, but they never faltered. I allewed the reireating mass to pass
through my lines, the enemy all the time pouring into us a destructive
fire, both infantry and artillery." After the refugees had passed
through theif formation, the officers had the Kentucky infantrymen dress
their lines, By the time that the blueclads had c¢losed their raris,
Pillow's hard=-charging Tenneeseeans were upon them, The bluecoats ard
Rebels immediately commenced to exchange velleys.,

Like their comrades<in-arms in the two units on their right,
the men of the llth Kentucky had moved eagerly forward, Taking position
on thé ridge’'s crest the Kentuckians opened fire on the advancing Retels,2?

Colonel Grider established his command post in the interval be-
tween the 19th Chio and 9th Kentucky. The colonel was encouraged to
observe that the volleys delivered by his brigade seemed to have
materially slowed the pace of the Confederates' advance. Grider,-in a
Jubliant frame of mind, remarked to Beatty, whe had just joined him,
“"Colonel, we have them checked; give us artillery and we will whip
them." Beatty replied, "You shall have it."28

Having crushed the two regiments (the 5lst Ohio and 8th Kentucky)
charged with the mission of defending the right flank of Price's main
line of resistance, the "Orphan® brigade drove resolutely forward,
Price's twq reserve units (the 21st Kentucky and 99th Chio) were easily
brushed aside by Hanson's hardy infantrymen, After the brigade had
dealt with Price's bluecoats Colonel Joseph H. lLewis, of the 6th Ken-

tucky, discovered that his regiment (liks the 2d Kentucky) had been
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squeezed out of position. The cormtative cclonel realized that this

left but two courses of action open to him, He could either follow
along closely in the brigade's waks, or he could move his unit by the
right flank along the river bank. Lewis unhesitatingly decided i=x
favor of the.second of these alternatives. Trailed by a detachment

of the 2d Kentucky, Lewls' regiment fell in and moved forward in ecoluzn
of fours,2?

Meanwhile the remainder of the "Orphan' brigade (the 4th Kentucky,
blst Alabama, snd a2 detachment of the 2d Xentucly) had collided h=ad on
with the 19th Ohio, The Buckeyes proved a tough nut for the reduced
btrigade to crack. Their well zimed vollevs checked, for the moment at
least, the "Orphan" brigade's surge toward the ford, TIn the fierce
fighting which ensued Gererzl Hanson was mortally wounded. Howevar, by
this time the units constituting the "Orphan" brigade had become badly
intermingled. Therefors considerable valuable time was lost before
the ranking regimental commander - Colonel Robtert P, Trabue could be
lpcated.30

Just before Hanson had teen struck down, Colonel Gibson reached
the front, Gibson had come forward with the intention of conferring
with Hanson, The colonel desired to obtain the general's opinion as
to when he should commit his brigade. But before Hanson could exgress
himsalf ﬁn the subject, he had received his death wound.- Gibson moted
that the Yankees (of the 15th QOhio) seemed to te more than holding their

own against the "Orphan" brigade. The Louisiana colonel decided that
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it might be for the best if he committed his two regiments, Accordingly,

the 13th and 20th louisiana Consolidated, commanded by Major Emile 72,
Guillet, came forward on the double. The Ipuisianians moved to the

front in column of fours. Reaching the area where the "Orphan" brigade
ardd the 15th Ohio were locked in bloody combat, Guillet deployed his
‘brigade into line of hattle. Pressingreagerly forward the Louisianians
moved to the attack. During its advance Guillet's regiment had suffered
severely from the fire of the Union artillsry posted on the west side

of the river.jl

Colonel Gibson had originally intended for the 16th and 25th Louiga-
iana Consolidated to also reinforce the "Orphan®" brigade. A staff
officer was sent to relay this order to lajor Francis C. Zacharie, the
regiment's commander, Either the aide or Zacharie did mot correctly
interpret Gibson's order. For instead of advancing in'support of Guillet's
unit, Zachariet!s regiment moved forward along the river bank, close on
the heels of Lewis' combat team,32
Following the collapse of the 35th and 79th Indiana, Pillow's
brigade swept forward, Colonel Palmer, of the 18th Tennessee, described
the pursuit in succinet terms: "The Federals fled in utter confusion
and disorder, leaving an immense number of their dead and wounded in
their rear.... In the rout hundfeds of tﬁem fell (reversing thelposition'
of the poet) with their faces (not their backs) upon the field." The
3 w1scon$in Battery having been forced to retire - Wright's Tenncasee
‘Battery ard Battery G, 14th Georgia Light Artillery Battery limbered up
their pleces. The canmoneers accompanied Pillow's infantry when it
=y
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resume the advance. However, the btrigade's forward progress quickly

grourd to an almost halt. The reason being that the greyclads had
sighted two of Grider's regiments (the 9th and 11th Kentucky) massed
directly across their line of advance, A savage fire fight betwesn the
opposing battle 1lines in blue ard grey immediately erupted.33

Presten's brigade rnow moved forward to take up the attack., In
accordance with instructions from Preston, the regimental commanders
bellowed out the order, "Up and to the charge." The soldiers responded
to this order most heartily. After crossing the cornfield the brigade
entered the woods. The dense underbrush ard tirber served to break
the brigade's battle line irto fragments, To enable his subordinates
to btetter control their organizations, Preston permitted them to rove
their individual units forward by the right flank. Upon coming up
with Pillow's brigade Preston found that the Tennesseeans had bteen
stalled by the stubborn resistance teing offered by the 9th and 1lth
Kentucky. Once he had made a hurried estimate of the situation, Pres-
ton directed his regimental commanders to again deploy their men into
line of battle. The brigade then moved forward to bolster Pillow's
badly used up command.3u

Long before Beatty could make good on his promise to serd artil-
lery;to reinforce Crider's hard-fighting troops, the situation had
changed drastically for the worse., Almost lmmedlately after the division
cormander had made his promise, Grider noticed that his right flank

h regiment - the 19th Chio had commenced to melt away. Yot only were the
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Buckeyes being hard pressed in front by the "Orphan" brigade, reinforced

bty the 13th and 20th Louisiara Consolidated, but Lewls' combal team hed

suddenly turned their right flank, Exposed to a terrible {larking fire

from Lewis' men, the 1%tn Ohio's right flank ﬁad eroded away file by
fil=, Galloping up on a sweat lathered horse, Grider callsd to tz= 19th's
cormander Yajor Cherles #. Manderson, "™ajor, the 9th /Kentucky/ is

still standing; let us rally the 19th and sustain her." Manderson
replied, "We are {lanked on our right; we had better fall back zarnd rally

at the foot of the hill, if we can." OGrider immediately gave his

sanction to the major's urgent request, The colonel then hastened

to the left. Grider's mission being {o inform the comnanders of the 9th

and 11th Kenftucky that they should give their men the word to fall
back.>?

Until the collapse of the 19th Ohio, the 9th and 1llth XKentucky
regiments had held their own in the face of determined attacks by
Pillow's and Preston's brigades, It was reported by the blueccats that
one of the attacking Rebel units had lost three color bearers. FEowever,
the retreat of the 19th Ohio permitted the men of the "Orphan" brigade
and Guillet's unit to turn the 9th Kentucky's right flank, Taking
cognizance of this dangerous situation Colonel Cram bellowed out in-
structions for his men to retreat. When the 9th Kentucky comnenced
to retire the llth Kentucky likewise gave way. These two regiments

had started to retire prior to Grider'!s arrival on the scene.36

Closely pressed by the Rebels, Grider's troops retired from the
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field. Severzl times during the course of the retreat they halted to

fire an cccasional volley at their pursurers. Once or twice during
their fighting retreat the Federal units came dargerously close to
panicking. ' But each time the Union officers succeeded in rallying
their men., Covered by Grider's holdirg action rost of the survivors
of Price's shattered btrigade succeeded in escapirg zcross the river

at McFadden's Ford, Once Grider's trcops had resached the ford, they
crossed to the west side of the river, After Crider's and Price's
troops had reached the river's west bank they took position on the
ridge immediately behind Cruft's brigade. Here their officers finally
succeeded in rallying and reorganizing their units.3?

The attack of Buckner's combat patrol on Price's outposts had
served to alarm Colonel Fyffe, whose brigade held the left flang of
Beatty's main line ol resistance, Upon ascertaining that Buckner's
patrol was strongly supported by artillery, Fyffe decided it might te
wise to order up his two reserve regiments - the 58th Chio and 86th
Indiana., The latter unit took position behind 2 rail fence, on the
opposite side of the lane from the other units of the trigade. Company
A, 59th Ohio, was deployed 23 skirmishers on the Hooslers' left,

Thias commpany connected the left flank of Fyffe's brigade with Crose's
right. The remainder of the 59th Ohio Qas deployed as skirmishers,
and thrown forward to cover Fyffe's line of battle, 38

General Beatty on visiting the front gave his stamp of approval

to Fyffe's dispositions., The division commander told Fyffe that, "in
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case we were compelled to fall back, we should do so through the

low ground [ibcated near the Hoover housg?.“ Leaving Lieutenant Colonel
William Yoward,his ranking regimental commander in charge of the trigade,
Fyffe accompanied Beatty to the rear. The colonel's purpose teinz to
exanine the ﬁroposed lire of retreat., lHear the ford the two officers

were joined by Generzl Rosecrans. While the three officers were engaged in
discussing the tactical situztion, a messenger galloped up and re-

ported “a large force [;f Rebelg] was being massed in front of our lines,?
The meeting abruptly adjourned ard the three officers headed for their
respective headquarters.

Before he was able to reach the front Fyffe encountered the 5%th
Chioc's adjutant. The staff officer excitedly told the brigade cormmander
"the enery were in motion, advancing on our front. Sixteen regimental
flags had been counted in one column," Sending an aide to report these
facts to Ceneral Rosecrans, Fyffe rode on ahead. rEnroute to the front
the colonel passed along the front held by Company A, 59th Ohieo, ard
the 86th Indizna. As he did so, the colonel directed these two units
to strengthen their position with fence rails,>?

By the time that Fyffe had reached his brigade Hanson's and Pillow's
Rebels had closed with Price's brigade. Only Fyffe's right flank
regiment - the 4Uth Indiana- was close emough to give fire support
to Price's hard-pressed men. “When Pillow's greyclads moved against
the 79th ard 35th Indiana, the soldiers of the 44th Indiana opened an

\cblique fire on the Tennesseeans' right flank., Once the two Indiana

regiments had given way the 44th's commarder, lieutenant Colonel Simeon
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C. Aldrich, fearful that the Rebzls would move against him, refused

his right flank, In their new position the men of the &iith Indizna
were partially sheltered by a rail fence.ho

When the Confederates' initizl battle line (Pillow's and Eanscn's
brigades) had passed teyond his right flank, Fyffe directed his regi-
mental commanders to wheel their units to the right. The Union brigade
commander planned to taks the Southerners in their exposed right flank,
However, before the bluecoats could carry out this plan - Preston's
ard Gibson's trigades had moved to the attack., By this time Price's
secord line (the 21st Xentucky and 99th Ohio)} had collapsed, Fyffe was
forced to make a revised estimate of the situation. The colonel was
disconcerted to note that his right flank was resting in the air, ard,
furthermore ,the foe was closer to McFadden's Ford than his brigade,
Accordingly, Fyffe gave the order to retreat. Falling back "through
the low ground™ the brigade tegan to rapidly fall to pieces. By the
time the unit reached the high grourd near the Hoover house, it was in a
highly disorganized conditicn,

During the course of the retreat Fyffe was disabled, when he was
thrown from his horse. Once the men had reached the Hoover house, where
Grose's brigade had taken position, the officers commenced to rally
and reorganize their respective units, Colonel Howard assumed command
of the brigade pending Fyffe's recoveny.ul

Since Grose's brigade was charged with the defense of the left

flank of the Union bridgehead, it completely escaped the initial shock
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of the Retel attack, Up until the retreat of Fyffe's brigade, Grose's

troops were exposed to nothing worse than the sporadic shelling of

the greyclads' artillery. But with the collapse of Price's brigade,
and the retreat of Fyffe'!s unit, a portion of Grose's line was rerdered
untenable,.

Evidently at least one of Fyffe's regim=snts had panicked during
the retreat. When the 59th Chio started for the rear, the officers
quickly lost control of their men., The frightened Puckeyes came pouring
through the 23d Kentucky's ranks, A mumber of the Chiocans even running
over sorie of the Kentuckians, who were lying behind a rzil fence.
Colonel Grose mow arrived on the scene., The colonel quickly observed
that Fyffe's retreat had left the flanks of his two advance regiments
(the 23d Xentucky and 24th Ohio) hanging in the air, Therefore.the
able brigade commarder ordered these two units to pivet to the right.
Hardly had the two regiments taken this new position facing south; than
they were exposed to a raking fire delivered by the gunners of Wright's
Tenressee Battery and Battery G, lbth Georgia Light Artillery,¥2

Following the retreat of Grider's brigade - the crack 20th Tenn-
essee, of Preston's brigade, swung to the right. The Tennesseeans ob-
jective - to crush the 23d Kentucky and 24th Ohio., The Rekels wer=
able to cateh the 23d Xentucky in a deadly cross-fire. Major Thomas H.
Hamrich sought to withdraw his regiment before it was too late, Just
ag the Kentucklians started to move to the rear, the cry went up, Mie

*are surrounded," With these words the regiment degenerated into 1little
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Fot until the Xentuckians had reached the area

more than an armed mob.

in rear of the Hoover house, did the officers succeed in restoring sozme
semtblance of order to the panic-stricken unit., “hen Hamrick finally
rallied his regiment it took position in the woods north of the Hecover
house., The 24th Chio, its commanding officer slzin, was also forced
to give way in confusion before the 20th Tennessee's advance. Lik= the
Kentuckians the Ohioans sought shelter west of the Hoover house.3

A third regiment drawn from Grose's brigade - the 36th Indiana.
occupied the ground on the 24th Ohio's left, However, Grose succeeded
in withdrawing the 36th Indiana before the Rebels' onslaught. The
Hoosier# were immediately put into position on the 6th Chio's left. From

_left to right Grose's reformsd main line of resistance was held by the
36th Irdiana, 6th Ohio, and 84th Illinois. Only these three sturdy
regiments stood between the victorious Rebels and the disorganiéed units
consisting of Fyffe's brigade ard the 23d Kentucky and 24th Ohio, Covered
by these thres regiments ths officers of the routed regiments sought
to rally and regroup their badly shaken units.*

Wheni the Rebel battle line {irst hove into view, the eannoneers
manning the six guns of the 3d Wisconsin Battery had opened fire, In
apite of the vigorous counter-battery fire delivered bty Wright's and
Anderson's gunners, the Badgérs grimly held their ground. When lisuten-
ant Livingston observed that Price's brigade had fallen to pieces, he
sent his caissons across the river, Shortly therszafter when it became

b

apparent that the Federals would not be ables to stop the Rebel drive
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short of the river, livingston sent one section at a time across ithe
river, The cannonsers continued to work the pleces that remained east
of the stream until the final two guns were withdrawn. Just as th=z last
section réached the ford, Lewis' combat team came dashing forward,
Approaching to within 100 yards of the retreating artillerists, the
greyclads halted and delivered one galling volley, Marny of the horses
used to pull the two pi=ces were cut down. But the gunners resporded
to the emergency. They quickly cut the dead and injured beasts from
the traces., Coveréd by the fire of Cruft's supporting infantry, the
detsrmined artillerists succeeded in reaching the river's west banx,
with the section's two pisces, Once his six guns had gained the
commanding ground on the opposite side of the river, ILivingston o:dereg
his gunners to again open fire on the advancing butternuts.us
Immediately after they had foreed Grider's brigade to give way,
the Confederates found themselves exposed to a murderous fire from the
Union artillery massed on the ridge west ol lMcFadden's Ford., To make
matters worse the foe's artillery was supported by a swarm of bluszlad
infantry (Cruft's and Kegley's troops). Since the buttermuts were
well within range of the Yankées' rifled-miskets, they suffered con-
siderably from the enemy's small-arms fire. In addition two six zan
Union batteries (the 6th Ohio and 26th Penﬁsylvania) emplaced near the
railroad, had copened a deadly enfilade fire on the attacking muttermits!
left flank, Furthermore,there were still two Union brizades (Grose's

and Fyffe's) holed up east of the river., The Rebel brass now determined
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to concentrate their attention on these two units, At the same +ime

patrols would be sent out to mop up the scattered remnants of Price's
and Grider's commands, which had been unable to escape across the river,

It required practically no effort at all on the Confederates' part
to secure the retreat of Fyffe's brigade., Immediately after the Retels
had bludgeoned their way through Price's brigade, Fyffe's troops had
commenced to pull back., However, the retreat quickly degenerated into
a route, By the time that Fyffe's brigade reached the Hoover house
the troops' combat efficiency had been szpved to a very marked degree,
However, Grose's two advancéd regiments - the 23d Kentucky and 24th
Ohio - were made of a sterner stuff., It required a sharp little thrust
on the part of the 20th Termnessee to dislodge these two units, Ifission
accomplished - the Southerners prepared to move against the three rea
giments, of Grose's brigadé, which were formed into line of battle near
the Hoover house,

On the Rebels' extreme left Lewis' combat team (the 6th Kentucky
and a detachment of the 2d Kentucky), closely followed by the 16th
louisiana Consolidated, reached McFadden's Ford.,. So rapid was lewis'
advance that his men reached the ford close on the heels of the re=-
treating Yankees. Before Lewls could stop them 2 rmurber of the zen
belonging to his cbmbaﬁ team, accompanied by the Louisianians, had
surged across the river. Taking position behind a picket fence on the
river's left bank these butterrmts blasted away at the retreating bluew

eoats. Lewls, accompanled Ly the remainder of his combat team, had
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remained on the east side of the river., Lewis found his position most

diificult, TIor his force was exposed to the small-arms fire of frierd
and foe alike., Fortunatelry, however, Lewis' comtat patrol and the
Iouisianians were partially in defilade, Therefore they suffered very
little from the terrible fire which belched forth from the massed Union
artillery, Lewis' first task, which he carried out in the face of
considerable difficulty, was to get his comrades-in-arms, who were
posted on the ridge east of the ford, to c=sase firing on his men., Once
this had been accomplished Lewis sighted a rumber of bluecoats. These
unhappy individuals had scught shelter behind the river bank. Lewis
noted that these bluecoats were waving their handkerchiefs in token of
surrender, The colonel, after ordering his men to cease firing, sent a
patrol creeping forward to bring in thé Tankees, ter the patrol had
rounded up the Unionists - the 100 odd beraggled prisoners were escorted
to the rear., While this operation was being carried out lewis otserved,
much to his consternation, that the Federals were massing their forces,
The hard-bitten colonel realized that this could mean btut one thing -
a counter-attack would soon be comihg his way.“'6
Once they had driven the 19th Chio from its position on the crest
of the ridge east of the ford, the men of the "Orphan" brigade ard the
13th louisiana Consolidated found themselves in a highly unpleasant
situation., For they were exposed to the full fury of the fire delivered
by the Union artillery massed on the commandinz ground west of the

river, In addition the Rebels suffered severely from the small-arms
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fire of Cruft's and Yegley's infantry. These two units being deploysd

in sunport of the artillery concentration., The long-ranged fire de-
livered by the twe Union btatieries emplacsd near the railrcad also
swept through the ranks of Tartue's and Gibson's battered ccrmards,
Unable to advance any further in the face of this terrible f{ire, wost
of the troops lzid down., These men then opened Cire on their tormentors.
Thus thne two brigades forward progress had teen checked. The troops
had teen effectively pinned down, by the terrific fire power displayed
L6

by the Army of the Cumterland, Besides the men being struck down bty
this storm of metal, the Confederate ranks were further reduced, as a
mumber of the feint-hearted commenced to slip to the rear.a?

In the mopring up operations, which followed the retreat of the
9th and 1lth Kentucky, the men of the 28th Tennessee captured the
+ ¢olors belonzing to the former regiment. One of Pillow's regimental
comzanders tersely described the situation at this stage of the attack:

It is5 proper to remark that the entire Federal Force

on the right btank of the river were complstely routed ard

driven by our division either across or down the stream;

but they hzd massed a force of many thousands on the

opposite (left) bank, where they had a large quantity

of artillery, so located and arranged as that both their

small-arms and batteries could be brought to bear upon

and most dreadfully rake all the western portion of

the field over which their treops had teen driven,

The men of Pillow's brigade quickly discovered that it was all tut

sucidal to attempt to cross this beaten zone.

When Preston's trigade had moved to Pillow's support, the Xentuckian's
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right flank regiment - the 20th Tennessee - fourd itself exposed to

a "heavy and well-directed fire," This musketry originated with the
men of the 23d Kentucky and 24th Ohio, At the time that they came
under this attack, the Tennessesans wers passing through an open field,
Seeing that there was no cover readily available the regimental command-
er-Colonel Thomas B, Smith - bellowed ocut the command, to charge! At
this order from their able colonel, the men of the 20th Tennessese surged
eagerly forward, their bayonets flashing in the cold winter air. In
the savage onslaught which ensued, Colonel Smith was badly wounded,
Undaunted by the loss of the popular colonel, the Tennesseeans drove
their attack home, In the fierce contest which quickly developed the
two Union units were routed - leaving some 200 prisoners in the Tenne-
sseeans' harnds, The Union officers were unable to stop their panic-
stricken men until they had passed beyornd the Hoover hst:mse.‘+9

Following the 20th Tennessee's spectacular success, Preston's
brigade prepared to move against the three regiments of Grose's brigade,
which covered the Undon position at the Hoowver house. General Preston
tersely described the tactical situation at this times

The enemy then rapidly concentrated large mumbters of

fresh troops on the other side of the river, and poured

upon our dense ranks a withering fire of muskefry ard

artilisry. Ouwr lines, originally vsry close in the order

of advance, were commingled near the river, ard this new

fire from an overwhelming force from the opposite barks

of the stream threw them into disorder,?

Once his infantry had evicted Grid=r's brigade from the crest

of the ridge, Breckinridge ordered his artillery into action, The
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general hoped thzt his canroneers would be able to neutralize the fire

of the Union guns, which wers massed on the oprosite side of the river,
Putting the spurs to thelr horses the artillerists of the crack Wash-
ington Artillery came forward at the gallop, Reaching the crest of the
ridge the gunners aquickly unlimbered their four pieces. They then
opened a fisrce fire on the f{oe,. Wright's Tennessee Battery ard Pattery
G, lbth Ceorgie Light Artillery Battalion had already moved forward,
close on the heels of Pillow's and Preston's advancing infantry., Urder
the ever watchful eye of !lajor Rice E. Graves, Breckirridge's Chiefl
of Artillery, the cannoneers assigned to these two batteries put their
eight guns into action to the right of the Washington Artillery's pieces.
After several mimutes of heavy firing Graves shifted Wright's battery
further to the right.Sl

Captain Robertson now deemed that the time was ripe to commit a
pertion of the reserve artillery. Robertson calied for lieutenant E, J,
Fitzpatrick. He directed the lieutenant to take the four l2-poundsr
Napoleons belonging to Semple's Battery, and move to the infantry's
support. At a word from Fitzpatrick the battery started forward.
Gaining the crest of the ridge the Alabamans unlimbered their pieres.,
Once their guns had been placed in battery Semples' men commenced to
hammér away at the Federal pieces erplaced §n the other side of the
river. Rotertson next sent a section of Napoleons, manned by the men
of his battery, to the front, However, before Robertson was able to

commit the reserve artillery's remaining four pleces, the tide of battle
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had turned sharply against the Confederates,??

Having received no intelligence of the projected attack, Ereck-
inridge's onslauzht toock the cavalry officers completely by surcrise.
However, the combative Wharton quickly collected a small force with
which to support the attacking infantry. Accompanied by three companies
of the Bth Texas Cavalry and Huwald's Tennessee Battery, “harton and
Pegram hurried to the front, %“harton rezched the front shortly after
Breckirridge's greyclads had sent Grider’'s Ybrigade fleeing across the
river. Euwald‘s battery was hurriedly emplaced on a commandingz mell,
506 yards east of the Hoover house, Learning that Pegram had forbid-
den the carroneers to open fire, for fear that they would hit their own
men, Wharton took personal command of the battery., Opening fire on
Grose's line of battle, the artillerists quickly cut dovn a color
bearer, and threw the Union battle line into some confusion.53

When Breckinridge's attack commenced, General Crittenden ard
Captain i‘endenhall were riding along the Nashville pike. Harkirg to
the roar of battle the two oIficers irstantly wheeled their horse
about, And followed by Crittenden's staff, they headed for the com-
mandirg ground overlooking licFadden's Ford at a full zallop. Uron
reaching the ridge a quick glance enabled the two officers to mske an
estimate of the situation. For it was all too apparent that Beatty's
troops had already started to give way before the on rushing CornTederates,
Turning to his chief of artillery, Crittenden said, "Now, Menderhall,

you must cover my men with your canncn." Up until this time only one
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of the six battery (the 7th Indiana) massad to the west of the “ord

had gone into action.5u

Accordingly, Mendenhall rode a few yards to his right. At {that
point the gunners of Batteries K and ¥, 4th U, S, Artillery had emplacad
their eight guns. Sumroning Lieutenant Parsons to his side, Merndenhall
told him, "to move a little forward and open with his guns." Having
given the relizble Parsons this order the captain hastened toward the
railroad., !lerdenhall's purpose - to order the 8th Indiana Batterr up
from the reserve, wWhile engaged in carrying out this mission llerdernh2ll
encountered the Ploneer Brigade moving forward on the double, 5>

‘When ths Retel attack had Jjumped off the Pioneer Brigade, z2long
with its attached artillsry (the Chicago Ecard of Trade Battery), was
beirz held in reserve rorth of the railroad, Sﬁbétly thereafter Gereral
Rosecrans rode up. Appreoaching Brizadisr Gernerzl James S, Hortén, the
brigade commander, the general directed him, to reinforce the troops
holding the army's left near licFadden's Ford., Upon encountering lien-
denhall, lorton asked the artillery officer for additional information
concerning the tactiecal situation, lMendenhall told ltorton "to move
briskly forward with his brigade, and serd his battesry to the ecrast
of the hill, near the batteriss alreadry engagzed." The two officers
then parted comparyr, each eagerly intent on carrying cut_ his assigne
ment.56

While hurrying to the front the Plonesrs found that their forward

progress was hampered considerably by the frightened men of Price's ard
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Grider's brigades, who had fled across the river. Upon reaching the

comanding ground west of the ford, the brigade took position on fhe l=2ft
of leglev's division., The Pioneer Prigzde anchored its 12t flar on
the river, General Morton ordered the Board of Trade Zatter: to take

L

position on the military crest of the ridge, a short distance to the

left of the 2d Xentuciy Battery,o!

Upon reaching the staging area occupied by the 8th Indiana Zatiz:ry,
¥endenhall directed lieuntenant Zstep to move his battery to the left,
Limtering up their six pileces the Hoosiers hit the road. Arrivirz in
the vicinity of the ford the Indianians emplaced their six guns on the
right of the terra2in, occupied by the four guns of Battery 7, 1lst Ohio
L;ght Artillery.58

Once the 8th Indiana Battery had zone inte action, the omnizresant
Mendenhall determined to see what the 26th Pennsylvania and 6th Chio
Eattériss were doing.

The captain thought that it might be a good idea if those two
units shifted targets, and concentrated their fire on Breckinridcs's
attacking legions. When the captain rode up to the 26th Pennsylwania
Battery, which was emplaced in the open field north of the railroad, the
unit was trading shots with the Rebel guns emplaced northwest of ‘he
Cowan house, After ascertaining that the rumber of rourds delivered by
these Confederate batteries was rapidly diminishing, !enderhall cdetermined
to alter the 26th Pennsylvania's fire mission. Therefore lendennall
directed the battery commarder, Lieutenant Alanson J. Stevens to wheel

his guns to the left., Once they had carried out this directive, the
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Pennsylvanians cormenced to rake the left flznk of Treckinridge's

assaulting Joree with shot and shell,

Mendenhall then dropped in on the £th Chio Batiery. The Buckeyes
had continued to hold their position on the small rise south of +he
railroad, Illendenhall was delighted to discover that the able Cantain
Bradley had already wheeled his guns te the left., Ard at this vsry
moment the Chiocans were hammering awey at the attacking Rebels. Before
returning to his temporary command post west of the Zord, Mendenhall
ordered Captain William =, Standart, of Battery é, lst Ohio Light
Artillery, to move to the left with three of his guns, Upon rezaching
the high ground west of the ford Standart had his canmoneers emplace
their three {ield plieces. Standart's gunners probably unlimbered their
pieces to the right of the six guns telonging to Negley's division,

A1l told Mendenhall had succeeded inmarshalling 57 guns with

which to pourd Breckinridge's hard-charging greyclads. However, 12
of these guﬁs (those manned by the men of the 26th Pennsylvaniz and
éth Chio Batteries) were located almost a mile southirest of ileFzdden's
Ford, Before the Rebels onslaught had commenced there had been six
tatteries (24 guns) emplaced on the commanding ground west of +the
river. After the attack had started liendenhall succeeded in moving up
three batteries (15 guns)‘from the reserve, These three units put
their pieces into action along side the six batteries that had occupied

the ridge, before the Confederates had moved to the attack., When the




2d Wisconsin Battery (6 guns) was forced to retire across the river,
the Badgers also took position on the ridge west lying to the west of
Stones River. All told ifendenhall had succeeded in massing 45 guns on
the commanding ground west of I¢cFadden's Ford.

Two infantry units (Gitson's brigade and Davis' division) were
also ordered to the left, Wy Rosecrans, immediately after Breckirridga's
assault had started. During the morning the inTantry brigade, cortmarded
by Colonel Willism H. Gibson, had been pulled ocut of the line on the
Federal right. Gibsen's organization had then been placed in ressrve
in rear of the Army of the Cumkerland's center. At the time that
Breckinridge's onslaught had reached its apogee, Gibson's brigzde re-
ceived instructions from Rosecrans to move to the support of Critienden's
hard-pressed left wing.éo At the same time the general had .issued
orders, charging Brigadier General Jefferson C, Davis to move his
division to the left wing's support. Evacuating its séctor on the arry's
extreme right Davis' division, with Colonel William E. Woodruff's
trigade in the van, moved off on the double,®t

The commanders of the six batteries massed on the ridge west of
the ford, had teen alerted that the Rebels were preparing to attack
Peatty's main line of resistance, a short time before the powerful
greyeclad lines of battle hove into view.r Therefore the Union carnoneers
had several mimites in which to complete last mimute prepzrations, The

respective battery commanders hoped that these would enable their units

to give the htuttermuts a hot reception,. When the Confederate irfantry
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finally poooed into view, the Tankee gunners had their pieces aimzd

ard shotted. At an order from their taitery commanders the men omened

fire on the oncoming Southerners. First the artillerists used shot ard

shell in their pisces, However, as the hard charging Cenfederates drove

closer, some of the batteries switched to canister. To the 7th Irdiana

Battery probably belongs the distinction of getting off the first rounds,

Eut within a matter of momenis the canncneers manning the cuns assigned
62

to the other five batteries also had their pieces in action,

On thes Union's left the three batteriss attached to llegley's

division hurled their messayes af death and destruction at the approaching

Retels, With their single l0-pounder Parrott rifle the men of ths 2d
Rentucky Battery had opened fire on the rapidly advancing Rebels with
shell., On the Kentuckians' right, the Buckeyes of Battery G and M,
lst Chio Light Artillery had commenced to hammer away at greyclad masses.
Not until the Southerners had driven Grider's trigade from the
commanding ground east of the river, did the Union artillerists receive
any counter-battery fire, However, oncez the btuttermts had gained
possession of that strategic ridgs they quickly put their artillery
in position., Catching the Union guns in a deadly cross-fire, the
Confederates forced four of the six Union batteries to give grourd. On
the extreme left the men of the 2d Kentucly battery were compellszd to
retire their lO0-pounder Parrott some 40 yards. Upon doing so they
found that they hzd all tut exhausted the supply of amrmnition in their

limber, 1Like the Zentucliians, the Ohiovans of Batteries G and M found
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that they were unable to hold their advarce position in the face of the
Confederates' terrible fire, The battery commanders order=d their men
to attach prolonge‘ ~opes to their pieces, With the aid of thess rocves
the bluecoats proceeded to slowly wi£hdraw their [ive guns, Reaching
a less exposed point about 40 yards west of their initial position, the
Buckeyes again manned their pisces. They then resuned their duel with
the Rebel artillery, Shortly thereafter a shell from one of the Con-
federate guns exploded n=zar one of Battery G's guns - killing one man
and threse horses.63
Like F¥egley's gunners on their left, the men of the 7th Indiana
Battery found it difficult to hold their ground in the fact of a galling
fire from three Rebel batteries (the Washington Artillery, Wrizht's
Battery, and Battery G, 1l4th Georgia Light Artillery)., The Hoosisrs'
position btecame even more precarious, when the three batteries from
Negley's division fell back, Glzneing to his right, Captain Swallow
observed that the regular battery had alsc commenced to give ground,
Realizing that it would be sueidal for his men to remain where thay were,
Swallow ordersd "the battery to fix prolenge, to fire retiring." About
this time one of the battery's six guns was acecidentally spiked. The
reason being that the vent had become "filled with f{riction primers.”
Without bothering to inform Captain Swallow the gun captain, in ropes
of effecting repairs, decided to take his piece to the rear., The other
gun captains, seeing that this plece was being withdrawn, susposed the

order had been given to retire, Therefore they immediately started their
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pieces feor the rear, Before Captain Swallow was able to halt this

unzuthorized movement, the pieces had teen moved half a hundred yards.
The irate captain immedi=ztely ordersd the gun captains to return their
oieces to their original positions. Accordingly, one gun was wmoved by
hand to its initial emplacement; the resi, except for the piece which
had been accidentally spiked, were then limbered uvp and moved forard,
Once the five guns had been returned to their original positions, the
Hoosiers again opened fire con the foe.6u
when the Confederszte attack started Lieutenant Parsons advarnced

his four 3-inch rifles, holding his four Havoleons in reserve, Parsons

felt that it would not be good tzetics to put his zun howltzers irnto

action, until the hard-charging greyclads had moved into closer range,

After his rifles had been in action for 2 short time, Parsons noticed that

Hegley's three batteries had fallen back. Learning from his section
chiefs that most of the rifled amrunition stored in the limbers hzad
been expended, Parsons ordered his caissons to the front. It was only
then that Parsons was advised by one of his men "that some scound-el
had led off my caissons." The lieutenant's response to this emergsncy
was an order for the men manning the four Mapoleons to bring their
pleces forward. By the time that the fou; smoothtores had roared into
action, the rifles had exhausted their units' of fire, Parsons rot
wishing to unnecessarily expose the now silsnt rifles (ard their crews)

ordersd them withdrawn.65

On the regulars' right, the men of Battery F, 1lst Chio Battery
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had opened fire on the herd-charging Retel infantry with their four

guns, Evidently the Chicans, at first did not have too goecd a field
of fire, for one of Rosencrans' aides soon put in an appearance. The
staff officer directed Lieutenant Osburn to move his four vieces into
the open field to his left. This order was promptly carried out by
the Buckeyes.66

During the first part of this savage artillery duel, the 22 Con-
federate guns had more than held their own with the 24 Union canrons,
Three Federal batteries (the 2d Kentucky Battery and Batteries G and X,
1st Ohio Lizht Artillery) had been forced to grudgingly give ground,
A shortage of ammnition had forced half of Parsons' guns to cease
firing. One of the 7th Indiana's pieces had been accidentally spiked
and sent to the rear, Furthermore an unhappy misunderstarding connected
with this gun's reroval, had caused the Hoosier battery to ceass firing
completely for a few vital moments., But Jjust when the situation seered
to be darkest (for. the Federal cause) desperately needed reinforcements
arrived. It was at this most oprortune moment that the artillery units,
waich Captain lMendenhall had ordered to the front, commenced to arrive
on the commanding grourd west of lcFadden's Ford. In addition the éth
Ohio and 26th Pennsylvania had now opened a highly effective enfilading
fire on the Confederates, |

First came the 8th Indiana Eattery. Thundering forward the Hoosiers
wheeled into position, and unlimbered their six guns immediately on the

right of Battery F's four field pieces. Shortly thereafter the Soard of
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Trade Batziery arrived on the scene. The Chicagoans put their six guns
into action on the left and forward of legley's three batteries, Next
Battery B, lst Ohio Light Artillsry put in an appearance. The Buckeyes
quickly wheeled their three guns into position. Furthermore,the men
of the 3d Wisconsin Battery, after fording the river, had succeedad in
emplacing their six guns on the ridge's military crest, The peosition
occupied bty the Badgers was slightly in advance of the other batteries.é?
While the men of the Board of Trade Battery unlimbered their six
pieces they were‘exposed to a heavy fire from the Rebel guns emplaced
on the opposite ridge. Onee the Illiroisans had emplaced their guns
they opened Tire. In accordance with Captain Stokes' instructions the
gunners served their weapons with shell - the fuses cut to explede
in Seseconds. During the course of this artillery duel, the men of
the Board of Trade Batiery concentrated their attenticon on Wright's
Tennessee Battery.é8
By the time that the men of Battery B, lst Ohio Light Artiliery
had reached the ridge with their three guns, the Rebel attack had
commenced to falter., Unlimbering their three pileces the Buckeyes harmered
the retirinz greyclads with shot and shell.69
Once the Board of Trade Battery had put their guns into action,
the crews manning the six guns attached tb Negley's division prepared
to zdvance their pieces, Manhandling their guns forward the canroneers
of the 2d Kentucky Battery, and Batteries F and M, 1lst Ohio Light
Artillery succeeded in emplacing their weapons on the ground, from which
they had been driven earlier by the Confederates' furious fire. The lost
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position recovered the artillerists commenced to pound away at thsz

greyclads with shell, reserving their canister “or use in case the
foe should launch =z secord attack.70

After resuming their original position the canncreers of th= 7th
Indiana Battery directed the fire of their five guns on toth the
Rebel infantry and artillery. The Hoosisrs guns only fell silent,
after the greyclads had started to give way. In repulsing the fos2's
desperate attack, Captain Swallow's gunrers found that they had experded
all their ammunition, except for a few rounds of canister. Durinz the
course of the artillery duel the battery had suflered the following
casualties - one killed and two wcunded.?l

On the Hoosiers' right the regulars of Parsons' battery corntinusd
to rip the Rebels with shot and shell from their four Napoleons.
However, the regulars did not emerge unscathed from the contest, For
a projectile from one of the Rebels' guns dismounted one of their
Yapoleons, The battery only ceased firing when their last shot had teen
fired,??

The men manning the ten field pieces assigned to Battery F, 1lst
Ohio Lizht Artillery ond the 8th Indiana Battery, the two units emplaced
on the regular battery's right, also blasted away at the Rebels, The
Hoosiers at first centered their attention on a strong force of enemy
infantry, These btutterruts had taken cover in the woods about 7C0 yards
‘mortheast of the Indiantans guns, After the battery had expendsd 123

rounds (all the projectiles that were stored in the limbers) it retired
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to renlenish its supply of ammunition. Once tnis mission nad bzen

successfully accomplished, the battery returned to the front, Taking
position a little closer +to the ford, the Hoosisrs now selected as
their target a Confederate battery. These Retel guns were emplacsd on
a ridee 900 yards away. In the ensuing duel the Yankess, after firing
86 rourds, forced the tutterrut artillerists to limber up their pisces,
and beat a hurried retreat.?3

After crossing to the west side of Stones River, the men of the
34 Wisconsin Battery found that all of the better artillery positions
had been occupied. Therefore the Badgers were forced to make several
shifts, before Lieutenant Livingston found what he considered a suitable
emplacement, All told the Eadgers put their guns into action fro: three
different positions after fording the river.?u

Ard to make matters worse for the Confederafes. the 12 Union
guns emplaced on either side of the railroad contirued to rake the
ridé;. Both the 26th Pennsylvania ard the &th Ohio Batteries were
able to enfilade the left flank of Breckinridge's assaulting force,
From a range of 3000 yards the Ohloans fired 35 rounds, with what
Captain Bradley described as "good effect" into the attacking Confeder-
ate masses., Both the 26th Pennsylvanian and 6th Chio Batteries continued
to pound the Rebels until after the start of the Union counter-attack.
But once the bluecoated infantry had recrossed the river Bradley ard
Stevens, fearing that an errant projectile from one of their pieces might
£21l astray and injure some of their comrades-in-arms, ordered their men

to cease firing.75
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As previocusly notad from the "After Action Reports" submitiec by

the Confederzte officers, the Union infantry whicn was stationed on the

commanding ground to the west of YeFadden's Ford also played a pro.-inent

part in smashing Breckinridge's attack., Cruft's brigade, which was

posted in support of ienderhall's massed artillery, was partially shelterad

by crude breastworks, Even though they were exposed to a fierce cross-

fire from both the foe's artillery and infantry, Cruft's hard-bitten

blueclads clung stubbtornly to their improvished rifle pits.

Jruft in his "After Action Report" noted:

A higher scene of cool moral courage, perhaps, has
ot been svinced during the war than that exhitbited by
my brigade on this memorable day. The line lay still ard
quiet tehind the frail works we had teen able to construct,
with the shot arnd shell of the enery coming from three
directions and bursting abtove, in front of it, ard all
around it, while our own massed batteries were belching
out their contents in front of ard over it., The rear of

the artillery was terrific, The smoks from our own nieces

and the bursting shell of the enemy at times obscured the
line from view, By some wonderful Providence but three

men of the brigade werz killed here by the enermy's shells.

Wegley's troops, who were massed in a cornfield immediately in

General

76

the rear of Crufi's brigade, had reached the ridge too late in the

afternoon for them to throw up amy breastworks.
to partially mullify the effect of the Confederates' savage fire, legley's
two trigade commanders-Colonels Stanley and !Miller directed their men
to lay down, Upon taking cover the bluecéats were cheered to diécover

that the ridze's tepogranhic erest served to screen them to some extent

from the worst of the Rebels' fire,

~ division, though exposed to the foe's artillery, held their {ire until
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The men of this combat-tested




h]

the Rebel infantry had closed to within 300 yards, Just before their

of ficers gave the word to commence firing, a rumter of panic-stricken
men from Price's and Grider's btrigade, many of them without arms,
descended upon wiiller's ard Stanley's troops, Once the fugatives had
passed through their ranks Fegley's infantrymen lezped to their fest,
and commenced to blaze away at the on rushing greyclads, The fire of
Negley's and Cruft's troops, in conjunction with that of Mendenhzll's
artillery, served to break the back of Breckinridge's powerful assault.7?
Fortunately for the Yankees the carnoneers manning the four
guns of the Washington Artillery had exhausted their ammunition. Une
luckily for the Southsrners this occurred at atout the time that the
Federal batteries had been forced to give ground. Respording to the
emergency with alacrity, Lieutenant Vaught sent the limbers racing to
the rear to te refilled. ILong before the limbers could be returned to
the front, the Yankee artillerists had bezen reinforced by three fresh
batteries (the Board of Trade Battery, 8th Indiana Eattery, and Battery
B, 1lst Ohio Licht Artillery). This increment to their strength enatled
the blueccats to smother the greyclad gunners under a storm of shot
and shell, The Union batteries which had been forced to give grourd
were again advanced, Glaneing to his right ILieutenant Vaught roted,
that the crew serving one of the guns belonging to Battery G, lith
Georgia lLight Artillery Battalion had been forced to abandon their piece,
The Georgians could be seen hugging the ground near the deserted gun.

Immediately thereafter it became aprarent to the men of the Washington
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Artillery that the Federals, having thoroughly beaten down the Retel

artillery, were preparing to counter-attack. To maks matters even
worse the amrunition detail had met yet returned.,”C
On the Iouisianians' right the artillerists of Battery G, 1lith

Georgla Light Artillery Batialion and Wright's Tennesses Battery Zourd

it extremely difficult to hold their position in the face of the Taritees!

terrible fire. The situation became even more critical when the
ammminition shortage forced the Washington Artillery to suddenly cease
firing, Then to make matters worse the ltorthernsrs succeeded in re-
gigtering several direct hits, which overturnsd two of the Georgians'
guns. In accordance with lajor Craves' instructions “right's men had
shifted their four piecss {urther to the right. But before the
Tennesseeans could unlimter their pisces, the bluecoated infantry had
comnenced its powerful cou.nta]:'-'l'.l'zrl.'t.'s‘c,.?9

The Alabamans of Semple's battery and the Floridians of Rokert-
son's had barely put their six Napﬁleons into action, when the tide of
battle turned abruptly against the butternuts. Captain Zotertson,
taking cognizance of the situation, prepared to order ithe reserve
artillery's four remaining KNapoleons into action. But before he was
able to do sa, the captain observed that Ereckinridge's infantry had
commenced to waver, Catching sight of a staff officer - Colonel G.
St., Leger Grenfell, Robertson hailed him, The captain approached
Grenfell, amd requested him to carry a message to Ceneral Bragg.
Orerfell was asked to inform the arry commander that Rokertson "was

~

satisfied the infantry would be unable to hold their position,”
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Ther=forzs the gaptain had decided to alter his plan, Rotertson now

proposed "to bring the guns of Poteriszon's battery to bear on the
enermy." Accordingly, the captain issued instructions for his men to
put their rzmaininrg four Yazoleons intc zaotion alongside the Alztamans'
guns. éut before the Floridians wers 2tls to reach the ridze the Retel
infantry collapsed.ao

liearmhile on the Confederaztes' extrerme right, the men of Huwald's
tattery continued to harmmer away at Grose's line of tattle with shot
ard shell, Ulot until aftser the gurnmzrs of the Toard of Trade EBatteryr
had urmlimbered their six pisces, did Huwald's carrorneers receive amy
counter-battery fire. Shortly thereafter Ceneral Wharton, who was
directinz the kattery's fire, had his lkerse shot from under him. By
the time the zenerzl had procured arothar mount, the Confederate attack
had cormenced to etb, And to make matlers Wworse the general discoversad,
that during his brief absence Huwald's men had limbered up their four
pieces ard skedaddled. In his "After Action Report" the general noted
bitterly: "I was thrown..., and when I succeeded in getting anoiher
horse the battery /Euwald's/ had been run off without ary occasion
.whatever."sl .Thus at a most critical time, just as the Federals
commenced their counter-attack, the Confederates' artillery sirength

on the ridge east of the ford had been reduced by one-half (from 22

to 11 guns).
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THS UNION ARTILLERY AND SRECKIIRILGZ'S ATTACK

Chapter II
BRZCKINRIDGE'S ASSAULT

Yotes

1 0. R., Series I, Vol, XX, pt. T, p. 785, 807. Giceon J. Pillows was
born in Williamson County, Tennessee in 180€6. A lawyer in Colunmbia,
Tennessee, he attended the lational Cemocratic Convention in 1844, ard
materially aided his neighbor James K..Polk, in obtaining the nominstion,
Shortly after the outbrezk of the exican War, Pillow was appointed a
trigadier genersl Tty his friend - the President. On April 13, 1847
Pillow was promoted to msjor general and participated in Scoti's llexdico
City Campaign, Returning to eivilian life followin:z the liexican ar,
Pillow resumed his law practice. On lay 9, 1861 Covernor Earris appoint-
ed Pillow a major generzal in the provisional army of the State of Ten-
nessee., Two months later Pillow was made a2 brigadier general in the
provisional Confederate army.

2 Ibid., 785, 8C7-808, B2€, From left to right Hanson's btrigade was
deployed as follows: 6th and 2d Xentucky, 4lst Alabama, and 4th Kentucky,
In Pillow's lire ol battle the position of one unit can te definitely
pinpointed - the 18th Tennessee, That hard-fighting unit anchored the
extreme right of Pillow's battle line,

3 Ibid., 785, 796=-797, 812. Gibson had formed his btrigade in deuble
line of battle., From left to right his initial line consisted of the

16th and 25th louisizna Conselidated and 13th and 20'th Iouisiana
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onsolidated, The two Loulsiana regirents were supperted by the 32d

Alatama Regiment and l4th Iouisizna Battalion. The Alabamans on the

left and the Iouisianians on the right, From left to right Preston's

brigade was depleyed as follows: 1lst ard 3d Florida Gonsolidated,

bth Florida, £0th Lorth Carclina, and 20th Tennegsee,

4 Tbid., 758, 785, 803, 823. This section of Iumsden's Rattery was

equipped with two lO-pournder Parrott rifles.

5 Ibid., 759-7€0.

& Tbid., 760. These 18 guns belonged to llegley's division arnd RBatteries

H and M, 4th U, S. Artillery, and Battery F, 1lst Ohio Light Artillery,

7 Tbid., 783786, 9€9.

8 7Ivid,, 786.

9 Ibid., 80£-808,

10 Ibid., 823

1n
12
i3
L
15

Tbid., 827, 833,
Tbid, '
Tkid., 812, 818,

mid L ?96-?980

Ibid., 803, The Washington Artillery had unlimbered their rieces

near the tuildings, which the men of the 51st Chio had burned ezrlier

in the day. However, rno targets presentasd themselves and the Louisianiéns

did
16

<17

not go into action at this time.

Ibi L 758—?600
Ibid,, 722, 733, 742, 752. The Retel artillery received ccunter-
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battery fire from two sources, The Union guns emplaced nssr the rail-

road and those in position west of MeFadden's Ford.

18

Ibid., 590, €08, 610, €15. Immediately before the attack commenced

Gereral Beatty had sent a staff officer +to the freont., His mission was

to tell Price to withdraw his brigade, and take position behind the

ridge's topographic ecrest. But btefore the aide was able to reach

Price, Breckinridze had launched his attack.

15
20
21

22

A——

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Ibid., 615, 827, 833.
Tbid., 590, €08, 610-611, 8C6-808,
Ibid., 611,

Tbid,

Ibid., 590, B806.

Ibid., 609,

Ibid., 587, 593.

Ivid., 587, 595.

Ibvid., 587, 591, 592, 595.
Ibid., 5€7.

Ibid., 827.

Ibid., 827, 833.

Thid,, 757-798. During the course of the approach march Gitson's

horse was wourded.

32
3
< 34

Ibid.
Tbid., 806, 808,

y

Ibid., 812, 815, 818,
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35 Ibid., 587-588, 595-596.
36 Ibid., 588, 591, 593.
37 Ibid., 588, 609.

36 Ikid., 5%8.

39 Ibido » 598"‘5990
40 Ibid,, 601, 602-606. The men of the 13th Ohio while not exposed to

the fire of the Rebel infantry, suffered some losses when the foe's
artillery operied fire on them with shell arnd canister,
41 Ibid., 599, 601, 605-606,

42 Ibid., 562, 569, 573.
43 Tbid., 569, 573. The commanding officer of the 24th Ohio at this

time was Captain Encoch Weller.

Ly Irid., 566, 567-368, 571,

45 Tbid., 482-583., Just before the 3d Wisconsin Battery initially
went into action General Rosecrans put in an appearance, and ordered
Livingston to shift his position slightly. This caused the battery to
bpen fire a little later than the lieutenant had oripginally interded,

46 Tbid., 797-701, 833. At least two bluecoats succeeded in escaping

across the river azhead of Lewis' patrcl. In his "After Action Report"

Colonel Price noted:

Corpl, E. C. Hockensmith, of the color-guard of the
21st Kentucky Regiment, and who carried the colors that
day, was confronted by a rebel in the retrzat, and was
ordered, while on the bank of the river, to surrender,
to which he replied, ™yself I will surrender, tut my
colors never,™ at the same moment throwing them into the
river, Sergt. J. T. GQunn, Company ©, of the same regiment,
seized them and carried them safely through the battle,
Corporal Hockinsmith escaped and is safe, Ibid., 609. g>:5
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47 Ibid., 797-800, 827.

48 Ibid., 806, 808.

49 Ibid., 821, 822, Upon being wounded Colonel Smith was borne to
the rear by several of his devoted men.

s Ibid., 813.

51 Ibid., 803, 823-824, By this time the men of Wright's battery

had repaired the damaged &-pounder,
52 Ibid., 759-761.

53 Ibid., 969. All told the Confederates succeeded in putting 22 i
guns inte position on the ridge east of McFadden's Ford,

S Ibid., bsl, 45546, | 1
55 Ibid., 456,

56 Ibid., 244, 456. Torton, a Pennsylvanian, upon his graduation-
from the U. S, Military Acasdery in July 1851, had been cormissioned
a trevet 2d Iieutenant in the engineers. lorton was promoted to
brigadier general on Yovember 29, 1862,

57 Ibid., 24%, 251,

58 Ibid., 436.

59 Ibid., 456, 479, 521, 58L.

60 Ibid., 306-307.

61 TIbid., 264, 289.
62 Ibid., 456, 579.
63 Ibid., 412-415.

é4 Ibid., 379. .
[ . ' 324£:

65 Ibid., 525.
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been accidentally spiked, tack into action until after the Rebels had

retreated,

72
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Ibid., 57°.

523,

251, Ls6, 476, 521, 582,
2l 257,

521,

412, 415,

Tbid., 456, 525.

476, s23.

583.

479, 581.

528529,

408, b421-k22, 427, 433-k3k,
803.

260, 824,

760,

969.
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“THE UNION ARTILIFRY AND BRECKIMRITGE'S ATTACK

*Chapter III

THE UNION COUNTER-ATTACK

The hour was now half.past four. Just thirty mimtes had elapsed
*since Breckinridge had confidently launched his powerful attack on the
Unicn bridgehead. It was now apparent to the Undon treoops, ensconced on
the commarding ground lying to the west of McFadden's Ford, that the
tutiermts® strength was rapidly ebbing. Between them the combined fire
power of Mendenhall's artillery ard Cruft's and Negley's infantry, had
trought the greyclads' advance to an sbrupt halt, Furthermore, the Union
carmoneers in addition to feoreing Huwald's battery to displace to the rear,
had dismounted several of the foe's guns. And to make mattgrs worse for
Breckinridge's troops the Yankees had been heavily reinforced, First
Vorton's pioneers and then Gibson's infantry had arrived on the scene. These
two comparatively fresh units were quickly deployed in support of Negley's
division. If the Federals should suddenly seize the initiative, Breckin-
ridge's assault might possibly be turned into a major Confederate disaster,
But if the Yankees' were %o go over to the attack, the deecision to do so
mst be made promptly, for the hour was already late, At the moment,
the best that the Union brass could hope for, would be a maximum of
another hour of daylight.,

Even though Generals Rosecrans, Crittenden, Negley, and Palmer

were present on the ridge overlooking McFadden's Ford, it seems that
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apparently these high rarking officers failed to grasp the urgency of

the situation, It was one of Negley's‘brigade commanders--Colonel Hiller--‘

who first sensed that the‘time was ripe for the Federals to launch their
counter-attack. Once the colonel had observed that the Retels had come
renced to give way, he waved his eager men forward. This Miller did on
his own initiative without walting for orders from General Negley. As

the brigade moved out in line of battle, it was deployed from left to
right as follews: the 2lst and 74th Ohlo, 37th Indiana, and 78th Pemn-
sylvania.l Immediately after Miller's troops had started forward Generals
Rosecrans and Negley rode up, and directed Colonel Stanley to cormlit his
btrigade. Cheering wildly Stanley's men also moved to the attack. Closing
in on Miller's btrigade Stanley's trecops, the 11th iichigan on the extreres
right, were partially forrmed in the intervals between the various units
of Miller's cormand, The 18th Ohio tock position between the 37th Indiana
and 78th Pennsylvania.2 Colonel Stanley did not move forward with his
brigade., But in accordance with instructions from Negley, he remainred on
the river's left bank., Stanley's task would be to supervise the movement

of reinforcements to the front,

Passing through Cruft's brigade Negley's troops, with Miller at their

head, surged forward, and took position tehind a rail fence which siirted
the river's west bank, From the cover afferded by the fence the blue-
clads blazed away at Brecldnridge's Confederates on the oppogite ridge.
Colonel Miller, observing that large numbers of the greyelads had com-

menced to filter to the rear, decided to sénd his men across the river.
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Accordingly, the colonel ordered the advance resumed, Plunging into the

icy water the troops, in the face of a galling fire. directed against
their front and right flank,waded the stream, The colors of the 78th
Penmnsylvania and 19th Illinois were the first to reach the river's east
bank, 3

Whils Negley's troops were in the process of storming across the
river, General Palmer noted that a mimber of Confsderates (the l6th ard
25th Louisiana, and detachments drawn from the 2d and 6th Kentucky) had
forded the river southeast of McFadden's Ford, The general correctly
estimated that this Rebel force consisted of three small regiments. When
these greyclads took position in a clump of trees near the river, Palmer
expressed alarm lest they be able to enfilade the right flank of Negley's
divigion, as it pushed forward, He was correct in this deduction, For
already the buttermuts had begun to harass the right flank of Miller's
attacking battle line, Therefore Palmer determined to dislcdge the pesky
butternuts. - | |

Hastening forward the general hailed Lisutenant Celonel Josiah
Given, of the 18th Ohio, At this moment only a part of Given's regiment
had forded the river. The general immediately placed Given in charge of
a combat patrol, Given's patrol was composed of detachments from the 18th
Ohic, 37th Indiana, and 78th Pennsylvania, which had not yet forded the
river, With this force Given was directed to drive the Confederates from
the woods, to the west of the river, in which they had ensconced themselyes.b

While Negley's troops were fording the river, a staff officer dashed
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.up to Colonel Miller, The aide proceeded to inform the Colonel "that it

was General Palmert!s order that the troops should not eross,"” Miller,
upon taking stock of the situation (the enemy's retreat and the fact
that many of his men had already reached the stream's right bank), de-
termined to i.ginore Palmer's message.

Once the hard-fighting infantry of Negley's division had carved
out a bridgehead, they again took cover behimd a rail fence. From the
shelter afforded by the fence they opened a scathing fire on the retreat-
ing greyclads, On Miller's left the men of the 2lst Ohio soon abandoned
the cover afforded by the fence and scaled the ridge, Upon gaining its
crest the Puckeyes disappeared into the woods, d

Mearwhile Given had deployed his combat patrol as skirmishers,
Prassing eagerly forward Given's troop-as forced Major Zacharie's cormand to
give grourd, (In addition to his own regiment, the 16th and 25th
Louisiana Consolidated, Zacharie had assumed charge of detachments of the
2d and 6th Kentucky which had crossed the river,)} Reaching the crest
of the ridge, on the opposite side of the river from the one occupied by
the Confederata, artillery, Given was somewhat disconcerted to discover that
the remainder of Negley's division (which was then operating east of the
river) had falled to keep pace with his advance, Fearful lest his small
unit be isolated and dest;royed, the colonel caused hisz Tugler to sound
retreat, Just as the combat patrol had commenced to retire, one of the
infantrymen on the extreme right shouted: "They are flanking us from

-the woods on the right."™ This distressing news caused a number of the
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JFederals to bolt for the rear. Dashing to his right Given reacped the

edge of a cornfield, which lay to the southsast of McFadden's Ford, A
hasty glance served to convinee the colonel that the soldier, who had
initially reported a Confederate advance, was in serious error. For the
only greyclads then visible to the colonel were a few of Zacharie's men,
And these individuals, instead of moving to the attack, had taken up strong
defensive positions to his immediate front, Quickly rallying the shaken
members of hie combat patrol, Given posted them in the edge of the wooeds,
Stalemated the two commands--Zacharie's and Given's--faced each other on
opposite sides of the cornfield,®

About this time Miller received a second message from Palmer., On
reading the order the colonel fournd that Palmer wished his command "to
recross the river and support the line on the hill,™ Having no inclinations
to turn back Miller decided to ignore Palmer's instructions. Instead the
hard-hitting colonel resclved to press on.7

When the bluecoats had forded the river, the troops comprising the
various units had become somewhat scrambled., But the men were veterans,
ard the officers, wlth relative ease, were able to regroup their respective
organizations, From left to right Miller's battle line, as it lay behind
the rail fence, consisted of the 74th and 69th Ohlo, 19th Illinois, 78th
Pennsylvania, and 1lth Michigan, At a word from Miller, the Union troops
sprang up from tehind the fence and started forward shouting wildly., As
the Yankees ralpj_.dly ascended the steep ridge, they wers exposed to a brisk

. fire from Wright's and Sempls's guns., These batterlies which were covering
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the Confederate retreat, wers emplaced on an eminence in the northwestern

corner of the cornfield. Evildently the buttermut canmoneers were overs
shooting their targets, For thelr projectiles failed to inflict very many
casualties on the rapidly advancing blueccats., In scaling the hill the
men of the 19th T1linois lost their commanding officer--Colonel Joseph R.
Scott. Before it had reached the crest of the ridge, the Federals' battls
line was strenghtened when the 21st Ohio suddenly reappeared, and took
position on the 74th Chio's left, By the time the Yankees had driven to
within 150 yards of the eight canister belching Rebel guns, the last of
the foe's supporting infantry broke for the rear, Colonel Miller now
ordered the 78th Pennsylvania to charge the guns! 8

Without doubt the first Unlon troops to ford the river in the waks
of-Iﬁ.ller's grim infantrymen, were the remnants of Grider's and Price's
shattered commands, After their units had been driven across the rive;-.
the two brigade commanders, ably assisted by their more resolute sub.
ordinates, rallied the hard-core elements of their respective organiza-
tions, These consisted of the soldiers, whe instead 51‘ scattering had
remeined in the area, As soon as the Rebels commenced to give way, the
reorganized fragments of Price's and Grider's brokenbrigades moved to the
attacks In his "After Action Report" Grider tersely recalled:

«o.I, with the flags of the Nineteenth Ohio and Ninth

Kentucky, recrossed thg river, followed closely by Lieutenant

Colonel Cram, Majors /[Erasms I/ Mottley and Manderson, men

ard officers from the Nineteenth Chio, Ninth and Eleventh

Kentucky, Iiseut, Philip Reefy holding the colors of the
Nineteanth, and Private Moses Rourk those of the Ninth

. Kentucky.
7




Observing that the men would follow amd stand by
their colors, I here took the flag of my own regiment (the
Ninth Kentuecky), amd, riding forward, called on the troops %o
advanc2, to which they gallantly responded....

Pushing rapidly forward these reorganized fragments of Grider's
and Price's btrigades forced lewis'! combat team to grudgingly give grourd,
Taldng position to the right of Miller's advancing battle line the troops
began to ascend the hill, down which they had fled but a few mimites
vefore, 9

On Miller's left, near the Hoover houss, three hard-fighting units
(the 84th Illinois, 36th Indiana, and 6th Ohio) had grimly held their
position in the face of slashing attacks by Pillow's and Preston's Rebel
brigades, Shieldéd by their comrades-in-arms resolmte stand, the officsrs
of the five regiments which had sought shelter north and west of the
Hoover house rallied and regrouped their respective units, By the time
Negley's troops had crossed the river, the officers had succeeded in re-
storing a semblance of order to their commands., Colonels Grose and Howard.,
observing that the greyclads had started to melt away in the face of
Miller's counter-thrust, issued orders for their men to take up the attack,
Howard's re-formed brigade (less the 13th Ohio) tock position on the right
of Grosefs battle line, The 23d Kentucky and 24th Ohlio on being rallied,
had formed on the 36th Indiana's right, Immediately before these two
brigades took up the advance, Hazen's unit which had crossed the river,
comnenced to take position ih rear of Grose's battle line.lo

At the time that the Confederates had launched their smashing

"attack on the Union bridgehead, Hazen's brigade occupled the grourd to
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the right of the massed Union batteries, Even before the rout of

Beatty's division, Hazen had mceivel his marching orders from Gereral
Palmer, The hard-hitting colonel was directed by the general, to move

to the support of the troops heolding the bridgehead, But by the time

the head of Hazen's column had reached MecFadden's Ford, Price's ard Grider's

troops had fled across the river., As Hazen's troops pushed rapidly to-

ward the ford, they encountered the broken fragments of these two shattered

brigades. Throwing away their arms many of these panic-striken indivi-
duals broke through Hazen's ranks shouting, "All is lost." Undaunted by
this disheartening scene Hazen's men pushed steadily on, "every man and
officer doing his duty."™ But before Hazen could form his brigade, the
magssed fire of the Union artillery arnd infantry had broken the back of
the Confederate assault. Fording the river in column of fours in the
wake of Grider's and Price's troops, Hazen's brigade moved to the right,
On reaching the Hoover house Hazen deployed his brigade immediately in
the rear of Gruse's line of battle.ll
After his division, led by Colonel Miller, had stormed acroas
the river, General Negley approached General Morton, The division
commander opened his conversation with a2 request, that Morton use his
brigade to support Miller's attack, This task was cheerfully accepted
by the combative Morton, Quickly musterihg the three battalions which

constituted his brigade, Morton led them forward on the doubls, However,

by the time the Ploneer brigade bad forded the river ard deployed, Miller's

. attacking bluecoats had swept the tuttermuts from the high ground east
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of the river.12

Colonel Gitson's brigade reached the commanding ground west of
McFadden's Ford, immediately after Negley's troops had stormed across
the river. In accordance with instructions from Rosecrans' headquarters,
Gibson quickly deployed his brigade in the cornfield., This field had
been occupied by Negley's division, tefore it had moved to the attack,
Here the unit would be in close supporting distance of both Merderhall's
artillery ard Cruft's brigade.l3

Davis! hard-marching division reached the area adjacent to Me-
Fadden's Ford, close on the heels of Gibson's men, By this time the
bluecoated infantry was in the process of sweepling the last-diteh de-
fenders from the opposite ridge, Despite the imminent approach of dark-
negs the Federal brass, still had designe of convé;ting the Confederate
repulse into a major disaster, Accordingly, Davig! division was directed
to cross the river, Spearheaded by Woodruff's battle-hardened brigade,

the division moved forward in column of fours. At this time McFadden'a

Ford was being utilized by the Ploneer brigade, Therefore Davis was
directed to see that his division crossed the river at a lower ford. This

ford lay a short distance to the southwest of the Hoover house, However,
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by the time Woodruff's troops had waded the river, the tactical situation
had changed. McFadden's Ford was now declared open for traffic., Davis i

wag directed to use that ford, Woodruff's thoroughly confused troops

were recalled, The division then moved to0 the MeFadden's Ford., Ard

<~ Woodruffis chilled and disgusted men were sent wading into the iey water

for a third time. The brigades, commanded by Colonels P. Sidney Post
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and William P. Carlin, followed Woodruff's across the river.lu

When Miller's grim infantrymen had reached the river's right
bank, the portion of lewls' combat team which had remained on the east
side of the river was threatened with iseclation ard possible destruction,
Responding to the emergeﬁcy with alacrity lewis ordered his men to fall
back, Once Lewis' retreat had uncovered McFadden's Ford, the reorganized
portions of Grider's and Price's brigade crossed the rivér.15

Even befofe the Yankees had launched their powerful counter-attack,
the troops of the "Orphan" brigade had found it most difficult to cling
to their hard won foot-hold, on the ridge east of the ford., For rot
only was the brigade exposed to a terrible fire from the Union infantry
and artillery to its immediate front, but its right flank was teing
pounded unmercifully by the two Federal batteries (the 26th Pennsylvania
and 6th Ohioc) emplaced near the railroad, Colonel Tarbue was badly
shaken ty his men's desperate plight, Accordingly, he determined to
withdraw, In communicating this order te his men the colonel was cone
fronted by several difficulties, For in addition to being pinned down by
the Federals' fire, the "Orphan" brigade had become badly intermirgled
with the 13th and 20th Ilouisiana Consolidated, Therefore when the "Orphan
brigade cocmenced to retire, it constituted anything tut a well-crganized
and cersive unit.16 |

- The initial intelligence which Celonel Gibson received pertaining

to the Unlkn counter.offensive, was when he saw Lewls! combat team sud-

v denly break for the rear, To make matters worse Tarbus, immediately
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thereafter, withdrew the "Orphan" brigade, Gibson's lone regimente-the
13th and 20th Iouisiana-. then found itself alone, armd all but isolated
on the left flank of Preckirridge's division,

Following clecsely on the "Orphan" brigade's retreat, a strerng
skirmish line, composed of the reorganized portions of Grider's ard Price's
brigades, moved against Gibson's positicn, Fighting with grim-determina-
tion the Louisianians quickly checked the Yankees' advance, On glancing
to his right Gibson was shocked to note that a powerful blueclad line of
battle (Miller's command), was rapidly closing in on Pillow's and Preston's
brigades, The situation became increasingly grave when Pillow's troops
suddenly abardoned their position, This Union success expocsed the
louisiana regiment's right flank, Dashing to his left Gibson saw that
a strong Unton foree iHazen's brigade) had started to ford the river,
Confronted by a strong skirmish line to his imrmediate front, and with

his flanks threatened with envelopment, Gibson ordered his regiment to

retir9017

On Gibson's right,Pillow's Tennesseeans had been unable to check
Negley's troops as they stﬁrmed across the river., Once they had reached
the stream's right bank, the Iankées quickly carved out a bridgehead,
While the majority of the bluecoats were seen to take cover behind a rail
fance, near the river, one regihent--the'21st Ohio-~ was observed to
pash resolutely up the hill beyond. What eépecially troubled Pillow
about this development, was that the Buckeyes made directly for the gap

_which existed in his brigade's battle line. As the result of a configuration
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. in the terrain, a space that was at least a regimental front in lengtt,

separated the 18th Tennessee on Pillow's right from the remainder of
the trigade. As the Buckeyes scaled the ridge, their advance was covered
by the fi?e of the massed Union artillery posted on the opposite ridge.
In addition the voileys dischargéd by Miller's infantry, which was en-
aconced behind the fence,helped to keep the tuttermts pinned down,
Confronted by this grave threat to his right flank, Pillow was left
with but one alternative--to retire. In his "After Action Report™ Pillow
recalled: "It /his brigade/ retired in some confusion, but with as little
as could have been expected when suddenly surprised by movements of the
eneny's fresh forces [ﬁegley's divisioﬁT, which eould not have been fore-
seen, and which vwe had not the means of meeting."™ The cannoneers of
Battery G, l4th Georgia Light Artillery Battalion covered the brigade's
retreat with their four guns, " |

The crack 18th Tennessee had taken up a very strong position,
which was partially sheltered from the foe's fire. Colonel Palmer felt
confident, that his men could hold their position indefinitely. PBut when
the colonel observed that the other units of Pillow's brigade, deployed to
his right had commenced to retire, he "ordered.../hig/ regiment to with-
draw, to avoid a flank movement in that direction [515 righgy." As
the 18th Tennessee cormenced to pull back, the officers of Grose's and
Howard's brig:de were clearly visible, te the men from the Volunteer
state, as they sought to rally and re-form their trcops. BEut, unfortu-

nately for the Southerners, these disorganized units were effectively
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screened by the three regiments of Grose's trigade, sheltered behind

the impovished barricades which they had erected adjacent to the Hoover

house,

Upon the retreat of Pillow's Tennesseeans, Preston's brigade was
left to maintain the contest on Breckirridge's right. Negley's division,
led by the hard-fighting Colonel !Miller, scon left the shelter afforded by
the fence rails and moved to the attack. On his right Miller was sus-
tained by the reorganized fragments of Price's and Grider's codman@s.ﬂhile
on his left Crose's ard Howard's units took up the advance, Preston's
greyclads, supported on the left by Gibson's lohe Iouisiana regiment,
blazed away at the oncoming Tankees as they ascended the ridge, Within
a few mirutes three of Preston's regiments (the 1st and 3d Florida Con-
solidated, 60th Nor;h Carolira, and 20th Tennessee) were forced to give
way, However, the hard-fighting men of the 4th Florida grimly clung to

their position. Colonel William L. L. Bowen succinctly deserited the

ensuing conflict:

~ sssbut at length the line began to yield on our left
and then on our right, and I mean to detract nothing from
other gallant regiments by saying that I soon found the
Fourth Florida almost entirely abandened by the rest of the
lire, The men still contimied to fire with that deliberate
accuracy that characterizes the Florida woodsman... The
accidents of the ground which my cormmand occupied afforded
a partial protection, and T determined to hold it as lorg
as practicable, that, if possible, we might form a nucleus
upon which to rally the broken line, but obstinate valer
had to yleld to superior force. It was not, however, until
the men began to announce their 40 rounds expended that I
gave the command to ¢ease firing and fall back, _Upon
gaining a little eminence, I discovered that.../Miller/
had smartly turned our left flank,../and Grose and Howard]
were advancing upon our right, subjecting us to a most
concentrated anxd destructive fire, i?Jy/
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Debouching from the woods the Floridians emerged into the larze

cornfield, across which Breckinridge's division had so confidently
advanced a bare 45 mirmtes before, Near the upper end of the cornfield
Colonel Bowen spied Wright's Tennessee Battery, The hard-pressed gunners

had their four pleces emplaced, arnd were blasting away at Miller's hard-

charging bluecoats.zo

Besides the infantrymen of the 4th Florida and the Consolidated
Louisiana regiment all the Confederate batteries, execept Huwald's, held
their ground until the last possible moment., On the Rebel left the
ammunition detail sent to the rear by Iieutenant Vaught, returnsd to the
front, Fortunately for the butternuts this occcurred just bvefore tha 13th
and 20th Iouisiana Consolidated was forced to give way. An eagerly
awaited, but limited supply of shell and candster, was quickly distributed
to the c¢rews serving the Washington Artillery's four guns, Once they
had received the amrmnition, the gunners commenced to blast away at the
rapldly advancing bluecoats, Grimly holding on to their position the
men of the Washington Artillery ripped Price's and Grider's onrushing
troops with canister and shell. Covered by the battery's resolute stand,
the Consolidated regiment succeeded in effecting its escape. Vaught held

his men to their guns, until the Yankees had closed to within 50 yards,

Satisfied that the ILouisiana infantry had made good their retreat, Vaught

ordered his men to withdraw, In splte of the galling wvolleys being poured
into them by the Union infantry, the cannoneers succeeded in limbering

. up their four pieces, The cannoneers of the thhingﬁon Artillery foll
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. back in good order, After crossing the cornfield the gunners une-

limbered their four pieces in the edge of the woods on its far side,
and to the left of Rebertson's six Napoleons.21

Shortly before the Union battle line clesed in on them; the man
of Battery G, l4th Georgia Iight Artillery Battalion, had succeeded in
remounting the two pleces, which had been upset during the artillery
duel, In accordance with Pillow's instructions the Georgians covered the
Tennessee brigade's retirement, Halting to fire an occasional round at
the advancing Federals, the battery retired acrosgss the cornfield, Cn

reaching the woods on the oppesite side, the artillerists unlimberad their

four guns.22

The gunners manning the eight guns belonging to Wright's
Tennessee and Serple's Alabama batteries, were mot so fortunate as those
assicned to Battery G and the Washington Artillery. During the course
of these two units fighting retreat across the cornfield, three guns
wers lost,

In a futile effort to check Miller's hard-driving bluecoats, the
gunners assigned to Wright's Tennessee Battery had grimly held their

ground., Round after round of spherical case and canister were fired by

the rugged Tennesseeans into the oncoming Union battle line, The canmoneers

eontimied to serve their four pieces, until the foe had c¢losed to within
75 yards, It was then, that Captaln Wrizht was cut down by a minid ball,
mortally wourded, The captain expired within g 'few mimtes, And his

body was carried to the rear by three of his devoted men, TImmediatsly
/gU”
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aAfter Wright had been struck dowm, Major Craves bellowed out the order

"imber to the rear,” Just as the four plsaces were being limbered up,
iraves spotted the Uth Florida hastening to the battery's aide, This
caused the major to change his mind, He barked out ingtructicns, for
the cannoneers Qto unlimber and fire double charges-of canister.,” The
erew serving each of the battery's four btrass guns obeyed this order
"by firing sboit one round to the pisce.” When this falled to check
the foe, Graves again roared out the comand "limber to the rear." But
it was too late, For the Yankees were upon them, and the Tennesseeans i
found that it was impossible to limber up twe of their four plieces, And é'
these two treasured guns fell into the victorious Yarkees! harnds., Coveresd
by the infantrymen of the Uth Florida, the cannonsers of Wright's battery
suceseded in escaping with their two other pieces.23

The four Napoleons, manned bty the men of Semple's Alabama Battery,
were emplaced in the cornfield to the right of Wright's guns, Under the
ever watcbful eye of Major Graves the Alabamans contimied to serve their

guns, until the Union infantry had closed to within 100-yards., It was

T e A A By ok v s s

only then that Graves gave Lieutenant Fitzpatrick permission to displace
his guns to the rear, But by this time the battery had suffered terribls :
casualties, Out of the 45 officers and men taken into battle, the unit
had lost 20 men. In one gun crew alone all the canmoneers, btut two, and
two of the drivers had been shot down, Furthermore, three of the same

gun's horses, including both wheel horses had been ldlled, As a result

of these heavy losses and the Federals' close proximity, the Alabamans
/o7 ‘
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were unzbls to remove one of their Napoleons, This plece was sorrow-
fully abandoned, when the battery retired.gu

The section of Robertson's battery, which had been thrown Sor-
ward in support of the attacking infantry, fell back a short time be-
fore Wright's and Semple's batteries had been forced to retire, During
the relative short period in which the Floridians' two guns had t=en
engaged, they had lost sii men and one=half dozen horses.25

From its vantage point atop Wayne's Hill, Cobb's battery opened
fire on the advancing Federals., In return the battery received the fire
of four or five Union pieces, emplaced to the north and west of the
commanding hill, After a trief and harmless contest the Confederate
guhners ceased firing, and immediately thereafter the Federal artillerist
shifted targets.26

As rapidly as the badly battered Rebel units reached the woods,
where they had been marshaled before moving against the Unlon bridge-
head, their officers socught to rally them, The Rebel brass hoped to
establish their reorganized main line of resistance in the verge of the
woods, Here with the é;rnfield to their immediate front the officers’
felt,they had a possibility of checking the mighty Union onslaught.
Breckinridge, advised that Major Graves had been badly wounded in the
coursé of the precipltant retreat, told Captain Robertson to supervise
the artillery's emplacement,

When it became apparent to Robertson thét the greyelad infantry
. had commenced to retire, he ordered the two sections of his battery which

had not been committed, to take position in the edge of the woods. There
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_ the two sections were quickly joined by the battery's two other Napoleons,

which had just been withdrawn from a more advanced position, The four
guns of Byrne's Kentucky Battery and the two rifles served by thes men
of ILumsden's Alabama Battery were brought up from the strategiz reserve,
These six piéces were emplaced near the Floridians' six Napoleons. As
rapidly as the cannoneers from the other units (Battery G, Semple's,
Wright's, and the Washington Artillery), which had participated in the
attack entered the woods, Robertson had them unlimber their pieces, On
making a hasty inspection Robertson learned that these four batteries
had all but exhausted the limited stock of amrmnition transported in
the limbers. Therefore the captain was compelled to send them to the
rear to replenish their c¢hests from the caissons, Once this necessary
operation had been completed, the batteries returned to the front, After
the last of the Confederate stragglers had entered the woods, Rotertson
ordered his gunners to open fire, On going into action the Rebel can-

noneers concentrated their attentlon on the foe's infantry, At this

time the Federals were massing their troops in the cornfield to the :

cannoneers imediate gront, 27 ?
Robertson's artillery concentration was supported on the right '

by the hard-riding cavalrymen of Wharton's brigade, ard on the left

by the two units of Gibson's brigade--the 32d Alabama and i4th Louisisna é

Battalion--, which had not participated in ths assault on the.Union

bridgehead, On discovering that the Confederate infantry had started

to give way General Wharton immediately halled a staff officer, The
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_general sent the aide flying to the rear with orders for Colonel Thonas

Harrison, to hold the general's brigade ready to cover Breckinridge's re-
treat. Upon receipt of these instruetions, Harrison dismounted and de-
ployed the brigade in the edge of the woods, in support of Robertson's
artillerj concentration, Wharton soan rejoined the brigade, and placed
his stamp of approval to Harrison's dispositions. The cannonzers of
White's battery were instructed to be ready to open fire on the oncoming
blueclada.zs
General Preston now galloped up. He advised Wharton to have
the battery hold its fire, "as he might fire on soms of our men," This
Wharton did, Preston then succeeded in re-forming the.remnants of his
brigade, alongside Wharton's rugged troopers.29
The cavalry brigade, commanded Ly CGenerzl Pegram, remained in
the saddle, Pegram's unit was given the mission of picketing the country

side betwesn Wharton's right and the Lebanen pike.3o

Covered by the Confederate artillery, and its supporting cavalry
and infantry, the badly shattered units constituting Pillowt's, Tarbue's,
and Gibson's brigades, fell back into the woods, Here the officers
vainly sought to rally amd reorganize their respsctive commards, Fors
tunately for the Rebel leaders, the Federals, talkling account of the
late hour ard the rapid approach of darkness, refrained from launching i
an all out attack on Bréckinridge'a hasty improviged defense 1ine.31 |

Of the Confederate officers subtmitting "After Action Reports",

the only one who admitted that the retreat degenerated into a rout was I

Jo 4
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- the outspdken Captain Robertson. The remainder of the Rebel leaders

making reports, merely stated that some confusion accompanied the
withdrawal., However, Robertson pulled no punches. In grim words the

captain described the situation;

The contagion of flight had spread to the artillery,
and it was with great difficulty that several pieces of
artillery were brought away, owing to the drivers being
frightened, In more than one instance I found it nec- .
essary to cock my revolver .and level it in order to
bring men to a realizing sense of their duty, I am
clearly of the opinion that if there had been mo artillery
on that field the enemy would have gone into Murfreesborough
easlly that evening. There was no organization that I could
see or hear of until after the enemy had been checked, save
in the artillery. I have never seen itroops so completely
broken in my military expericemce. I tried myself, and saw
many others try, to rally them; buit they seemed actuated only
by a desire for safety and beyond the reach of other sentiments,
I saw the colors of many regiments pass, arnd though repeated
- calls were made for men of the different regiments, mo
attention was paid to them, 2

When Colonel Miller bellowed out the order to charge the
batteries!, the men of the 78th Permsylvania surged forward on the
double, Not wishing to permit the boys from the east coast to get ahead
of them, the troops of the 19th Illimvwis, 11lth Michigan, and 69th Ohio
also sprinted toward the guns, Off to Colonel Miller's left, the 21st
Chio likewise sprang to the attack., DBreasting a storm of canister ard
spherical case the determined bluecoats, thelr bayonets fixed, closed
in on the eight death dealing Confederate guhs, When it became apparent
that they would be unable to check the onslaught, the grim cannoneers,
belonging to Semple's and Wright's batteries, commenced to linmber up

s their pieces, But before they could escape, the Federals were upon
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them. In the ensuing struzgle the men of Negley's division captursd

three of the eight guns. During the struggle for the guns, the hard-
bitten infantry of the 68th Pennsylvania captured the colors of the
26th Tennessee,

While Miller's Yankees were engaged in the dirty, but highly
neceésary, task of mopping up the isolated‘géékets of resistance left
by their rapid advance, they were subjectedts a desultory bombardment,

"~ These guns which were firirg on the bluecoats, wers those which Rotert-
son had massed. From thkeir position in the edge of the woods, on the
opposite side of the cornfleld, the Southern artillerists sought to
prevent Miller from reorganizing his command, preparatory to a resvrption
of the attack. Fortunately for the Federals the Rebels were using
canister, And since they were befbnd the maximum effective range, for
that type of projectile, the Northerners suffered very little from
this shelling,

Miller, observing that the rapid pursuit and exclitment engerndered
by the capture of the three Rebel guns had thrown his cormand into
considerable disorder, decided to halt and regroup, The regimental
commanders on mustering their men, learned that they had all but
exhausted their units of fire, In an effort to cope with this dan-
gerou? gsituation Miller sent an aide racing to the rear, The ataff
officer was instructed to urge General Negley to send reinforcements
and arrunition to the front. If the requested men and ammunition

v arrived in the few mirutes that remained before darkness set in, ¥iller
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. proposed to hurl his cormand against the Retel troops that had taken
position on the other side of the cornfield, While the officers were
tusy re-forming their units, Colonel Stanley reached the scene, TFol-
lowing his arrival the colonel resumed command of his brigade.33

Fighting their way up the hill the reorganized portions of
Grider's and Price's commards, drove the men of the Consolidated louisiana
regiment and Iewis' corbat team before them, The crest of the ridge
from winich Grider's trcops had been previously driven recovered, the
bluecoats pushed rapidly on., Reaching the edge of the cornfield, where
Price's line of battle had originally formed, the revenged minded Fed-
erals sighted the eight Confederate guns., Obliquing sharply to the
left, Crider!s and Price's troops preparsd to charge the canmon, Moving
forward on the double the trcops raced eagerly ahead, in hopes that
they might reach the gursahead of Miller's onrushing men. However, it
appears that Miller's troops bested Grider's and Price's soldiers in the
race for the guns--Though this 1s disputed by Colonel Grider, In his
"After Action Report" the colonel recalled:

assushing upon the enemy, ZWe7drove them with

great slaughter fron abd past the ground which...[yg] had

coccupied before the attack, the Eleventh Kentucky taking

a stand of colors, amd the three regiments /9th and 1lth

EKentucky, and 19th OhiQY capturing four of the enedy®s -

guns (the Washington Artillery), the colors of the Nine-

teenth Ohio and the Ninth Kentucky Volunteers being first

to reach them, Iieutenant-Colonel Cram, of the Ninth,

ard Major Mottley, of the Eleventh Kentucky, with myself,

were the first mounted officers zt these guns,

On several points in his account Grider is in error, Acecordirg

to the Confederate reports they lost only three guns (not four), and

]

22 Ve

|
!
%
|
|
f




.these pieces btelonged to Wright's and Serple's batteries (not the

Washington Artillery), In addition neither Grider's division cormander
(Beatty), nor his corps comrander (Crittenden) specifically credited
his brigade with the capture of the Confederate guns, in their "After
Action Reports."35 Whereas Rosecrans, Thomas, and Negley all credit
Millerfs attacking force with the eapture of the Rebel field pieces.36
The guns capftured and the Confederates in full retreat, Grider's
and Price's men paused for a few moments to catch their second wird,
The unit commanders took this opportunity to reorganize their respective
organizations, Like their comrades-in-arms in Negley's division the
troops, found on examining their cartridge toxes, that they had all but
exhausted their supply of ammmunition, Under the confusion ard strain
enéendered by the rapid advance, Union logistics had completely troken
down, The army's ordnance officers fourd that it was utterly impossible

to get the ammunition wagens to the front, Iike Negley's troops, Grider's

and Price's were forced to halt their advance, while vainly awziting

the arrival of ths ordnance wagons.37

Even before all of Hazen's brigade had reached the Hoover house,
Grose's and Howard's troops had gone over to the attack., Moving re-
solutely forward these blueccats easily brushed aside the hand-core

elements of Preston's brigade. which covered Erecckinridge's retreat, On

situation prevailed. Hazen noted in his "After Action Reports": "It

x
~ .E
his arrival at the Hoover house, Hazen reported that a most singular I
was difficult to say which was running away the more rapidly, the !
’ i
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division of...[ﬁéatt§'§7 to the rear, or the ereny in the oprosite

direction.“38 Before pushing on, after Grose's and Howard's rapidly
advancing legions, Hazen ordered three of his regiments to take posi-
tion at the Heover house. These units would constitute a strategic
reserve in case of a Union repulse, The bripade commarder, accompanied
by the 4lst QOhlio, then proceeded to the front. Upon overtaking Grose
ard Howard, Hazen, as ranking officer, took cormand of the attacking
foree,

Reaching the edge of the cornfield Hazen's t;bOps, found ¥iller's
men in possession of the three captured field pieces, A murber of his
units (those belonging to Grose's and Howard's brigades) having exhzusted
their amrmunition, Hazen deployed his command, In gereral Hazen's
troops occupied the ground held by Fyffe's brigade prior to the Con-
federate attack, During the course of their victorious sweep, Hazaen's
troops were somewhat disconcerted, when several of the Union batteries
posted west of the river opened fire on them. Hazen immediately sent
an aide to advise the battery cormanders to correct their aim, Learn-
ing of their mistake the Union artillerists shifted targets, While
the Northerners were taking position, they were fired on by some of
Rotertson's guns emplaced in the woods on the opposite side of the
¢ornfield, When the 41st Ohio fired one volley in the direction of
the masked Confederate guns,they fell silent.39

On crossing the river Morton's plomeers pushed rapidly forward

. in the wake of Miller's attacking blueccats. As they ascended the
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slope, lying to the east of the stream, the ploneers came under the

fire of the Rebel batteries, But by the time Morton's troops had reached

the cornfield, Miller's trcops had foreed the Confederate artillerists

to flee, Observing that the Union officers were having considerzble

difficulty iﬁ regrouping their units, Morton deployed his brigade, The

ploneers took position to the right.of Hazen's cbmmand, a short distance

in frent of the line occupled by Price's brigade, irmediately belore

the buttermts! attack.ho
After fording the river Davis! division moved rapidly to the

front, But by the time Davig' panting infantr& had reached the corn-

field, darkness was rapidly descending., It was now too late for the

Federals to exploit their success, Therefore the Union brass decided

to recall the troops which had heretofore borne the brunt of the counter=- L

offensive, Davis' divisicn, reinforeed by the ploneer brigade, was

assigned the respeonsibility of holding the pe;imeter. which the Federal

brass proposed to establish covering the approaches to the ‘m-idge\'lmaad.l"l
West of the river the Federals prepared to move against the

Confederate troops, that had forced their way across the river. Palrer,

upon being advised that Given's combat patrol had been unable to drive

the greyclads across the river, decided to commit a stronger force,

The general called upon Ceneral Cruft to sernd him two regiments, In

response to his superior's request, the brigade commander rushed him

the 31st Indiana and S0th Ohio., Once these two regiments reported to

e ————— g+ - =

him, the general led them forwerd on the double, Reaching the edge of
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" the woods fronting the cornfield, where Given's combat patrol was

deployed, Palmer roared out the command to fix 't:»ayt:mjetslm2

While the regimental commanders were engaged in forming their
men, preparatory to attacking, a third regiment reported to General
Palmer, Previously Palmer had sent a staff officer to advise Colonel
Gibscon, that he was preparing to launch an attack on the Confederates,
The aide was instructed to tell Gibseon, that Palmer might need some
agsistance, Gibson,on beirg advised of thig, sent the 32iIpdiana to
reinforce the general, Furthermore, with the Confederates (on the
oppesite side of the river in full retreat) Cruft found that he was row

free to move to his division cormander's support. Cruft immediately

moved forward, accompanied by the lst and 2d Kentucky regiments. However,

before Cruft could reach the point of departure, Palmer had launched
his attack.*3

led by the general, the men of the 31lst and 32d Indiana and 90th
Qhio charged out of the woods and into ths cornfield. Zacharie's
Louisianians ;nd Kentuckians, posted in the woods on the other side of
the field, had only sufficient time to get off - . one volley, before
the bluecoats had ¢losed in upon them, Not wishing to eross bayonets
with the Federals, the out rumbered Rebels scattered, As it was
beginﬁing to get extremely dﬁrk, most of the buttermts were zble to
escape, Filtering through the woods most of Zacharie's men succeeded
in making their way to the ford, which lay to the west of Waynets Hill.

\'Crosaing the river the greyclads rejoined their respective brigades.uu
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' Cruft, accompanied by his two regiments, arrived on the scene

shortly after Palmer's successful attack, At this time Palmer's zen
were industriocusly engaged in mopping up operacions, Palmer, apore-
hensive lest the strong Rebel force posted east of Round Forest, attack
his three regiments; directed Cruft to take pdsition on his right.
After he had deployed his two regiments, Cruft ordered them to
push cautiously forward, Having previously ascertained the position of
a masked Confederate battery (About dusk the canroneers assigned to
Carnes' battery, had shifted their two l2-pounder howitzers farthar to
the right) emplaced northwest of the Cowan house ruing, Cruft directed
his men to "cheer loudly" as they advanced into the rapidly gathering
darknessf The shouting had the desired effect. For immediastely after
the "last cheer died away," Carnes! Tennesseeans, unable to restrain

themselves, opened fire, Hitting the ground the blueccats took eover

tehind a small ridge's topographic erest, Here the Federals remained

for the next half hour, while the Rebel canmoneers contimied to spray
the area with shrapnel, Once the buttermuts' guns fell silent, the
Federal officers mustered their respective commands, Rolls were called,
and it was found that only one man had been killed during the be::::1.‘aa:'c1nmant.M’5 ;

Once they had been relieved by Davis' troops, Negley's infantrymen

recrossed the river, After drawing ammnition the division was again
deployed in support of Mendenhall's artillery concentration. Upon moving
into position the men of this hard-fighting division bivouacked for the

i
*night. The troops slept. . in line of battle.u6 i
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Upon being withdrawn from the front the three brigades constitu-

ting Beatty's division (Grider's, Fyffe's, and Price's), bivouacksd in
the hollow south of the Foover house, Here the "summer soldiers", who
had scattered after fleeing across the river in the face of Breckinridge's
attacking leglons, rejoined their respective commands, When the ordnance
wagons ¥nally put in a belated appearance, the troops refilled their
empty cartridge boxes.u?
Grose's regimenh;&n being relleved Wy Davis! men, reoccunied the
positions they had held before the Confederate onslaught, As before
Grose's brigade was given the task of pguarding the approaches to the
bridgehead's left flank.us The 42st Ohio, of Hazen's brigade, was
pulled out of the line at the same time as Grose's troops. The Buck-
eyes then rejoined their parent unit, Hazen's brigade, which car=ped

for the night near the Hoover house, would constitute a mobile reserve,

Hazen being directed to hold his command ready to meve to amy threatened
49

Ve et b s ma -

polint on the perimeter, on a moment's motice,
Befors arny of these troops drawn from Negley's, Beatty's amd Palmer's
divisions were permitted to move to the rear, Davis had established and
manned his main line of resistance, Davis deployed his divigion as
follows: Woodruff's brigade on the left; Carlin's in the center; and
Pbst's on the right, The right flank of Positts brizade rested near the
river, The line occupled by Davis' command was near the middle of the |
cornfield, And about 300 yards in advance of the position held by |

“price's and Fyffe's brizades immediately before the Confederate attack.

et g ot s 2 el - 4 W § D T

3

28 ' |




- On occupying the designated ground, the brigade comuanders

coversd their respective front's with a strong force of skirmishers,
Working parties were organized, and put to work erecting breastworks,
logs, stones, anﬁ ratls furnished the materials, from which these
barricades were constructed. The three batteries which were organic
to the division (the 5th and 8th Wisconsin, and 2d Minnesota) quickly
took position, and unlimbered their guns,
While the troops were taking position they were exposed to a
harassing fire from one of Robertson's battsries, A combat patrol
drawn from the 35th Illinois was immediately thrown forward by Colonel
Woodruff. ﬁdvancing on the double the bluecoats pushed to within easy
muskgt range of the battery. Hers Lieutenant Colonel William P, Charndler
halted his command, The Yankees then opened fire on the battery. Ard
after a.number of volleys they succeeded in silencing it, When they re-
turned from their successful sortie, the Illinoisang brought with them,
as prisonérs; the adjutant of the 41st Alabama, and 12 enlisted men.5° {
Morton, in accordance with the instructions he had received fren

Davis, formed his trigade in close support of the Union main line of
resistance, The 1lst battalion anchored its right flank on the river,
with the 3d battalion on its left, The 2d battalion constituted the
raserve, and tock position in rear of the lst battalion, The Board

| of Trade Battery having ecrossed the river, was emplaced on a knell in | ;
the interval which separated the last and 3d battalions. Morton's ’

‘pioneers remained in position until about 9 p.m., when they recrossed
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* the river, The Board of Trade Battery remained in position, and did

not accompany the brigade, when it returned to the west side of the
river.51

Two other batteries-the 8th Indiana and 3d Wisconsine-had also
forded the river late on the afternoon of the 2d. The latter unit was
held in reserve, while the former took position in support of Davis!
division. On umlimbering their six guns, the Badgers found the ground
which they now occupied, was in advance of where they had emplaced their
pieces prior to the Confederates! attack,52

One other Union unit was destined to reinforce the bridgehead on
the evening of the 2d. Late in the afternoon General Hascall had re=-
ceived his marching orders from General Crittenden. According to the
wing commander's instructions Hascall's division was to cross the
river at McFadden's Ford, By the time Hascall's troops had commenced
to ford the river, dusk had fallen. As the Union infantrymen waded
the stream, they were subjected to a harassing fire, from the Rebel
guns emplaced on Wayne's Hill, A combination of factors--the reduced
visibility and extreme range--rendered the Southerners! shelling most
inaccurate. And the division sustained no losses in crossing Stones
River, By the time all the division's elements had reached the east
bank, it was quite dark. Furthermore, by-this time the sounds of-battle

to the east had all btut abated,

On reaching the front Hascall's division took position on Davis!

left, Hascall deployed his division as follows: Harker's brigade on
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the right; Colonel George D, Wagner's on the left. The brigade, ccme

manded by Colonel George P. Buell, was held in reserve, The right flank

of Harker's brigade abutted on Woodruff's left, At the same time Wagrer

partially refused hig left flank, to prevent it frem being turned., Once

Hascall's men had gone into position, fatigue parties were organized, ard
put to work erscting barricades, 7

Following the arrival of Hascall's division and the departure of
Morton's ploneers from the btridgehead, the Federal brass {(ceased for the
night) its frantie shifting of trcops back ard forth across the river,
Except for the members of the hospital corps, who were searching for and
succoring the wounded (both friend and foe)}; and the troops manning the
picket lines and erecting breastworks; the soldiers occupyirg the peri-
meter slept in line of battle upon their arms, Durinrg the night it
commenced to rain, This "Actrof God" caused considerable suffering
among the troops, whe were already thoroughly chilled ard damp frorm ford-
ing the river,

It had been Breckimridge's initial intention to rally his command,
and stabilize his position in the edge of the woods, fronting the corn-
field where Davis had deployed his division. But with the advent of
darkness Captain Robertson became concerned over the infantry officers
appareht inability to re-form and reorganizs their shattered commands,

Fearing a night sortie on the Federal's part Robertson decided to with-

e r——

draw the artillery, from its close proximity to the Yankees' lines, It

- gppears that the foray bty the 36th Illirois had served to greatly
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disconcert ard alarm Rotertson, Therefore under the cover of darkness,

Robertson had his guns displaced to the rear, The pleces were again

unlirbered along another skirt of timber, Here Roberison was joined by
some of Breckinridge's troops, Beirng unable to locate General Breckin-
ridge, Robertson carried on the best he could. The guns were emplaced,

and the stragglers organized and deployed in support. When Breckin-

ridge finally put in an appearance, he approved Robertson's dispositions.54

Shortly thereafter Brigadier General Patton Anderson's hard-
fighting Migsissippl brigade reached the front, and took position to the
right of Robertson's guns, Early on the morning of the 2d Anderson's
brigade had taken pesition in the rifle pita, which crowned the ridge
which lay to the southeast of Round Forest, Not long after his trcops
had settled into their new position, Anderson received a message from
Gereral Bragg, directing him to cross the river and reinforce Breck-
irridge's division., The brigade moved off in column of fours, By the
tire the two leading regiments had crossed the river at the Nashville
Ford, Anderson receivgd a secornd message from Bragg. This dispatch
countermanding the first, The brigade then retraced its steps and re-
occupied the rifle pits. During the af'terncon the 24th Mississippi
infantry was thrown forward, The regiment's mission to bolster Scott's
battery, which was enplaced northwest of the Cowan house ruins,

About the time that Breckinridge's troops surged forward in their
all out assault on the Unlon bridgehead, Anderson recelved fresh instruc~

tions from Bragg., He was directed"to hasten with.../his/ brigade to
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“the support of General Breckinridge.,.." Since Anderson was not

familiar with the terrain in that area, to which he had been orderzd,
the general sent a member of his staff-Liesutenant Colonel George W.
Brent--to guide him,

Fording the river the itroops moved forward on the double, After
advancing about a2 mile Aﬁderson's troops reached the woods, near wnere
Breckinridge's officers were endeavoring to reorganize their shattered
units, But by this time darkness had blanketed the area, Anderscen'a
troops were then placed in position to the left of Robertsen's guns,
ard skirmishers were thrown forward.55 e

Fortunately for the Confederates the Federals did not choosa to
make a night attack, For the Confederate frontt until am. garly hour
on the morning of the 3d, was very weakly held, On th‘e,:uli. the Rebels'
main line of resistance contimied to rest on Wayne's Hill. As before
the strategic hill was held by Hunt's combat team (the 9th Kentycky amd
Cobb's battery). Between the hill and Anderson's left flank was a gap of
about 800 yards, This broad opening was covered by Robertson's artillery. ;
The countryside to Anderson's right was patroled by the cavalrymen of
Wharton's and Pegram's brigades, It was almost daybreak btefore Pillow's,
Eresbon's, and Gibson's reorganized brigades again moved to the front,

On doing so these three badly chewed up units went into position on

Anderson's right.56

el

Bragg was greatly disappointed by the failure of Breckinridge's

‘onslaught, In his "After Action Report" he stated:
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on his

In conclusion Breckinridge requested a court of inqui:y.58

to smash Breckirridge's attack, there are a rmmber of popular miscon-

The contest was short and severe; the enemy was driven
back and the eminence gained, but the movement as a whole
was a failure, and the positlon was again yielded. Our
forces were moved, unfortunately, so far to the left as
to throw a portion of them into and over...[Stoneg] River,
where they encountered heavy masses of the enemy, while
those against whom they were internd=d to operate on cur
side of the river had a destructive enfilade on ocur whole
line, Our second line was so close to the front as to
recelve the enemy's fire, and returning it, took their
friends in rear, The cavalry force was left [almost/ entirely
out of action.5é

Breckimridge, feeling that the army commander had cast aspersion
leadership, replied: :

Ard in regard to the action of Friday, the 2d of
Jarmary, upon which the commanding general heaps so much
eritieism, I have to say, with the utmost confidence,
that the failure of my troops to hold the position which
they ecarried on that occasion was due to no fault of theirs
or of mine, but to the fact that we were commanded to do
an impossible thing, My force was about 4,500 men, Of
these 1,700 heroic spirits stretched upon that bloody
field, in an unequal struggle against three divisions, a
brigade, and an overwhelming concentration of artillery,
attested our efforts to obey the order,

In regard to the powerful artillery concentration which helped

ceptions, First, the rmumber of guns employed by the Federals in re-

rulsing the Rebels' attack was 57 not 58, The source for the latter

nmumter

is found in Captain Mendenhall's report:

During this terrible encounter of little more than
an hour in duration, forty-three /actually 43/ pieces
of artillery, telonging to the left wing, the Board of
Trade Battery of six guns, and the batteries of General :
Negley's division, about nine guns [actually 31;7, making
a total of about fifty-eisht pieces, opened fire upon the
enemy., (italies added) 5

/"9

ey SR S .



But a careful examination of the compositicn of the tatteries involved

irdicates that the bluecoats employed 57 mot 58 guns., PFurthermore, the
Federals did not emplace all the batteries employed against the attacking
Confederates, on the commanding ground to the west of McFadden's Ford,
Two six gun batteries (the éth Ohio and 26th Pennsylvania) were emplaced
a considerable distance to the séuthwest of the ford., Finally, six

of the ten batteries (the three from Negley's divisien, the regular
battery, ?th.Indiana Battery, and Battery F, 1st Ohio) were in position
on the ridge west of the ford, before Breckinridge launched hisg attzck.
After the greyclads had started to move forward, the Yarkees succeedsad
in moving four additional batteries into position on the ridge (the

Board of Trade, 8th Indiana, 3d Wisconsin, and Battery B, 1st Chio).

M .
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THE UNION ARTILLERY AND BRECKIMRIDGE'S ATTACK
Chapter IIT
THE UNION COUNTER-ATTACK

Notes

1l 0. R., Series I, Vol, XX, pt. I, 434,

2 Ibid., B21-422, bau, L3,

3 Ibid,, 434, Negley's troops crossed the river on a comparative broad
front - extending from McFadden's Ford on the south, to the ford lying
southwest of the Hoover house on the north.

L Ibid,, 429, 434, 518,

5 Irid,, 429, 434,

6 Ibid., 429, 434, 799, 801, -

7 Ibid., W34,

8 Ibid,, 425, 434,

9 Ibid,, 588. It appears that three of the nine regiments which come
posed these two brigades (the 35th and 79th Indiana, ard the 99th Ohio)
had been scattered so badly, that their officers found it impossible to
reform them in time to participate in the counter-attack,

10 Ibid., 562, 566, 568, 569-570, 571, 573. 599, 601, 606, The five
units milling around rorthwest of the Hoover house were: the 23d Kentucky,
and 24th Ohlo, of Grose's trigade; the 4hth and 86th Indiana, and 59th

Ohio regiments, of Howard's brigade. The 13th Ohio, of Fyffe's btrigade, ,

had retreated across the river, Colonel Howard was in temporary cormand i

of Fyffe's trigade,
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IEL@.-. 5"”?’ 557"558'
12 Tobid., 244, 247, 248, 250,

5

13 Ibid., 307, 311, 315. The heavy losses suffered by the 49th Chio

and 39th Indiana {on the 31st) had forced Colonel Gibson to consslidate

these two regiments,

4 Ibid., 265, 271, 282, 289,

15 Ibid., 833-834,

16 Itid., 827,

17 Tbid., 797, 798-799. o
18 Ibid., 808, s
19 Ibid., 806. During the course of Confederate attack, the gallant |
-Colonel Palmer had received three wounds, But the Colonel refused to

relinquish the commard of his unit until the conflict had ceased. | !

20 TIrid., 813, 815, 817, 820, 822,

21 Ibidog 588| 803.
22 Ibid., 808, '

23 Ibid., 817, 824, lieutenant John W, Mebane,, who subsequently

assumed charge ¢f the battery, tersély described the loss of the guns:

The gunner and two of the men of one of the lost
pieces had gone to the rear with the captain's bedy,
arnother one had been shot, and the others in the general
panic had gone to the rear, _This left not one to raise the
trail except Sergeant /L. E;] Wright, who was unable %o do
it, Two horses of the limbter of the other lost gun were
shot dowm while moving the limber to the trail, and the
men would have teen captured had they remained to gut
them out, so eloge had the enermy charged to them, Had our
battery gone to the rear when the other batteries of the division
did, we would have saved our guns; btut being under_the irmediate
supervision of the chief of artillery /Major Graves/, we did
ot move without orders from him. Ibid., 824,
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2% Tovid., 909-911.

25 TIbid., 759.
26 Ibid., 836-838,
27 Tvid., 759, 761,

28 TIbid., 969. When Wharton had ridden forward after the beginring of

. Breckinridge's attack, the general left Colonel Harrison in charge of

his brigade,

29 Ivid., 813, 969,

30 Ibid., 969.

31 Ibid., 787, 799, 808, 827,

32 Ibid., 761,

5

Tbid., 408, 422, 427, WHH35.

., 588,

451, $77.

195; 374, 408,

., 588, 609, 615.

1d,, 548, 559, 562, 566, 568-570, 571, 573, 601, 603, 606,

33
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35
36
37
38
39
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reference to deploying his command Hazen noted:

I here formed the best line circumstances would
admit of, the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers being the
only regiment wholly in hand. The others /Grose's and
Howard's regimentg/ were badly broken; the only idea of
their officers seeming to be to push on pell-mell, which,
if carried beyond the point occupied, might have resulted
disastrously.

40 Ibid., 244, 247-248, 250, LOB,
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41 Ibid.,

42 Ibid., 519, 529.

43 Ibid., 307, 519, 529.

ki Ibid., 307, 519, 529, 797, 79%.

Ls Ibid., 529.

46 Ibid,, 422, 4135,

47 Ibid., 577, 588, 599-600, 609. Colonel Fyffe having recovered from

his injuries on being thrown from his horse, had resumed command of his

brigade. \
48 Ibid., 562, 566, 568, 570-571, 573. '{
49 Ibid., A8, 557.

50 Ibid., 265, 272, 282, 289, 294. The 8th Wisconsin Battery was em-

Placed in the interval between Woodruff's and Carlin's brigades,

51 Ibid., 244, 247-251. On recrossing the river the pioneers were put

to work on engineering projects - The lst battalion btullding a bridge
across Stones River, ard tﬁe 2d and 3d battalions ;hrowing up earthworks.,
52 Ibid., 476, 583,

53 Ibid., 472, 481, Lok, 504,

54 Ibid., 761,

55 Ibid., 765.
56 Tbid,, 766.

57 Ibid., 668, 3
ﬁ Ibidol ?91‘
59 TIbid., 456.
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UNION ARTILLERY UNITS WHICH PARTICIFATED
IN THE REPULSE OF
BRECKINRIDGE 'S ATT&CK

' Noe of , Rounds Casual- Division Corps
Pattory Command Guns Typs of guns Expended ties Assisnment Assipnmont
thicago Board of Trade c;apta.in James H. Stokes 6 Two James Rifles o Fioneer
Battery Four G-pounder guns . Bripade D
3th Battery, Indiana "~ 1t, George Estep 6 Two 12-pounder Howitzers 209 Tseallts Crittonden's
Light Artillery Fowr 6-pownder puns
Gth DBattery, Ohlio Light Captain Cullen Bradley 6 Four 10=-pounder Tarrotts 35 HMsoallts Crittenden's
Artillery Two Napoleons
attery B, 1st Ohio Light
Artillery Captain W, E. Standart L falmerts Crittenden's :
Battery F, 1lst Ohio Light
Artillery : Lt. Norval Osburn 4 k¥ Palner's Crittenden's
Batteries H and M, 4th ‘Lt. Charles C. Farsons 8 Four Napeloors—+* % 2 pde M‘“‘"*‘-*’-"s
Us So Light Artillery ' Four 3-inch Rifles Falmer's Crittenden's
7th Battery, Indiana Captain Geo. Rs Swallow 6 Two Napoleons 1 killed Beatbty's Crittenden's .
Light Artillery _ Four 1l0=pounder Farrotts 2 woundoed
26th Battery, Pennsylvania 1t, Alanson J. Stevens 6 Two James Rifles
Light Artillery Fowr 6=-pounder guns Beatty!s Crittenden's
3d Battery, Wisoonsin Lte Cortland Livingston 6 Four l0=pounder Farrotts

Two 12=-pounder Howitzers 300 2 wounded ‘Beatty's Crittenden's

Light Artillery




Noe of , Rounds Cagwml=- Division - Corps
Battery Canmarder Guns Type of Guns Expendod tieg Assignment Assipner

24 Battery, Kentuoky Light Lt. Alban A. Ellsworth 1 ong l0=pounder Farrott 42; Negley's  Thoms™

Artillery
Battery G, 1lst Ohlo Light one 12=pounder Howitzer

Artillery 1t, Aloxander Marshall 2 one f=pounder Wiard 1 killed Negley's Thoms!
Battery M, lst Ohio Light

Artillery Capte Frederick Sohulte 3 Ll Negley's = Thomms!?

57

* (he Napoleen dismounted dwring the engagement.’

*¢ Dattery B, lst Ohio Light Artilbry equipped with = four James rifles and two G=pownder gunse

#¢¢ Battery F, lst Ohio Light Artilk ry equipped with four James rifles and two 12-pounder Howitzers.

sés¢  Battery M, lat Ohlo Light Artillery equipped with two James Rifles and two 12=pounder Howitzerse
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APPENDIX
BATTIE OF STONZS RIVER
ORDER OF BATTLE BRECKINRIDGE'S ASSAULT

Jamuary 2, 1863

Ereckinridge's Division -~ Hajor General
John G, Ereckinridge

1st Brigade - Colonel Randall L. Gibson

32d Alabama Infantry - Lt. Col. H. Maury

13th ard 20th Louisiana Consclidated -~ Majer
C. CQuillet

16th and 25th louisiana Consolidated - lajor
F. C. Zacharie

14th Iouisiapa Infantry Battalion - Ma jor
J. E. Austin

sth Rattery, Washington Artillery (4 guns) -
Lt, W. C. D, Vaught

2d Brigade - Brigadier General Gldeon J.

, Pillow

i 18th Tennessee Infantry = (Col. J. B. Palmer V)]
(Lt. Col. W. R. Butler

26th Tennessee Infantry - Col. J. M. Iillard

28th Tennessee Infantry-Col. P, D. Cunningham (k)

45th Tennessee Infantry-Col. A. Searcy

Battery G, lb4th Ceorgla Light Artillery-

Battalion (&% guns) - Lt. R. W. Anderson

— e e

3d Brigade - Brigadier Gereral William Preston
1st and 3d Florida Consolidated - Col.
W, Miller (w) _
Lth Florida Infantry - Col. W. L.L , Bowen
£0th North Carclina Infantry - Col. J. A
MeDowell
20th Tenressee Infantry - (Col., T. B. Smith (w)
{(Lt. Col, F. ¥M. laverder
, (Maj. F. Claybrooke
Wright's Tennessee Eattery (4t guns) =
Capt. E. E. Wright (K}
It. J. 4. Mebane

K W M
2
26 79 24
v 17 b
1 2
31 100 28
17 107 8
5 7B 17
11 %6 g
2 79 1
L
L9 326 sl
5 73 W
28 79 30
2 2% 10
2 56 7
4 8 2
Ll 245 Q0
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bth Bricade - Brigadier Ceneral R. 7. Hanson (7 %)
Colonel Robert P. Tratue

41st Alabama Infantry -

Lt, Col, M. L. Stansel

2d Kentucky Irnfantry - hHaj. J. W, Hewitlti

4th Kentucky Infantry -

6th Kentucky Infantry -
*9th Xentuclky Infantry -
*Cobb's Kentucky Battery
Capt. R. Cobb

{( Col. Trabue

( Capt. T. W. Thompson
Col. J. H. Lewls

Col. T. H. Hunt

(6 guns) -

16 9% 3B
13 70 21
6 45 69
2 29 14
37 245 81

* Remained on Wayne's Hill and did not participate in the attack.

Attached Artillery - Captain Felix Y. Robertson

Robertson's Florida Bat

tery (6 guns)

Two Sections Semple's Alabama Battery (4 guns}

Lt. E. J. Fitzpatrick

Cavalry — Brigadier General John A. ‘harton

Comnanies D and K, 8th

Anderson's Compary, 4th

Huwald's Tennessee Batt
Capt. G. A, Hwrald

Texas Cavalry
Tennessee Cavalry

ery (4 guns) -

I

é
~x 19
1 25

Zal
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APPENDIX

BATTLE OF STOWES RIVER
QBDER OF BATTLE FOR THE ViRIOUS UIION UNITS THAT PARTICIPATED

IM BRECKINRIDGZ'S REPULSE

Pioneer Erigade - Brigadier Ceneral James 5. Morton

1st Battalion - Capt. L. Bridges

24 Battalion - Capt. C. Hood

3d Battalion - Capt. R. Clements

Chicago Board of Trade Battery (6 guns) -
Capt. J. H, Stones

Right Wing :
First Division - Brigadier General Jefferson C. Davis
Company B, 36th Illinois Cavalry - Capt. S. B. Sherer
Company G, 2d Kertucky Cavalry - Lt. H. 3. Parks

1st Srigade - Colonel P, Sidney Post
59th Illinois Infantry - Capt. K. E. Paine
24th I1linois Infantry - Col. J. Marsh
75th Illinois Infantry - Lt. Col., J. E. Bennett
224 Irdiana Infantry - Col. lM. Gooding

2d Brigade - Colonel William P. Carlin
21at T1linois Infantry - Col. J. Y. S. Alexarder
38th°Illirois Infantry - Lt, Col. D. H. Gilmer
101st Ohio Infantry - Maj. I. M. Kirby
15th Wisconsin Infantry - Col., H. C, Heg

3rd Brigade - Col, William E., Woodruff
25th I1linois Infantry- Capt. W. Taggart
35th Illinois Infantry - Lt. Col, W. P. Chandler
81st Indiana Infantry - Lt. Col. J. Timberlake

Artillery
2d Battery, Minnesoto Light Artillery (6 guns}
Capt. W. A, Hotchkiss
5th Battery, Wisconsin Light Artillery (5 guns)
Lt. C. B. Humphrey
8th Battery, Wisconsin Ilght Artillery {4 guns)
It. H. E. Stiles
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Secornd Division
% Brigade - Colonel William HZ. Gibson
89th Illinocis Infantry - Lt, Col, C. T. Hotchkiss
32d Indiara Infantry - Lt, Col. F. Erdelmeyer
3%th Indizna Infantry - Lt, Col, F. A. Jones
15th Chio Infantry - Col. 'J. Wallace
LSth Ohio Infantry - Capt. S. F. Gray

Center
- Second Division - Brigadier Gereral James S. Negley

2d Brigade - Colonel Timothy d. Stanley

19th Illinois Infantry - (Col., J, R. Scott (w)
(Lt. Col. A, W. Raffin

1ith liichigan Infantry - Cel. W. L. Stoughton

18th Ohioc Irfantry - Lt. Col. J. Givin

€Sth Ohio Infantry - Lt. Col. G. F. Elliott

3d Brigade - Colonel John F, liller
37th Indiana Infantry - Lt, Col, W. D. Ward
2lst Ohio Infantry - Lt. Col. J. M. Keibling
74th Ohio Infantry - Col. G. Moody
78th Pennsylvania Infantry - Col. . Sirwell

Artillery
2d Battery, Xentucky Light Artillery (1 gun) -
Lt. A, A. Ellsworth
Battery G, lst Ohio light Artillery (2 guns) -
Lt. A, Marshall
Battery ¥, 1lst Ohio Light Artillery (3 guns)
Capt, F. Schultz

Left Wing - Major GCeneral Thomas L. Crittenden
First Division - Brigadier General iilo S. Hasecall

Artillery - Major Seymcur Race
8th Battery, Indiara Light Artillery (6 guns) -
Lt. G. Estep
éth Battery, Ohio Light Artillery {6 guns) =
Capt, C, Bradley :

Second Division - Brigadier General John H. Palmer
1st Brigade -~ Brigadier General Charles Cruft
31st Indiana Infantry - Col. J. Osborn
1st Kentucky Infantry - Col. D. A. Enyart
2d Kentucky Infantry - Col. T. D. Sedgewick
90th Ohio Infantry - Col. I. N. Ross
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2d Srigade - Colonel William B. Hazen
110th Illirois Infantry - Colonel T. S. Casey
9th Indiara Infantry - Col. W. H, Blake
6th Kentuclky Infantry - Col. W. C. Whitaker
4lst Ohio Infantry - Lt. Col. A. ‘iley

3d Brigade - Colonel William Grose
84th Illinois Infantry — Col, L. H, Waters
36th Irdiana Infantry - Capt. P. “oodward
29d Kentucky Infantry - Maj. T. H. Hamrick
éth Ohic Infantry - Col. M. L. Anderson
slth Chio Infantry - (Capt. E. Weller (K)
( Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill

Artillery - Captain William E. Standart
Rattery B, 1lst Ohioc Light Artillery (2 guns) -
Capt. Standart
Eattery F, lst Ohio Light Artillery {4 guns) -
It. N. Osburn
Batteries H ard M, 4th U. S. Light Artillery (8 guns)
I+, C. C. Parsons

Third Division - Prigadier General Samuel Beatty
1st Brigade - Colonel Benjamin C. Grider
79th Indiana Infantry - Col. F. Knefler
9th Kentucky Infantry - Lt. Col. G. H. Cranm
11th Kentucky Infantry - Maj. E. L. Mottley
19th Ohio Infantry - Maj. C. . Manderson

2d Prigade - Colonsl James P. Fyffe ;
Llith Tndisna Infantry - Lt, Col. S. C. Aldrich
86th Irndiana Infantry - Lt, Col. G. F. Dick
13th Ohio Infantry - Maj. D. Jarvis ‘
s9th Ohio Infantry - Lt. Col. . Howard

4d Brigade - Colonel Samuel /. Price

35th Indiana Infantry - Col., B. F. Mullen 22
8th Kentucky Infantry - (Lt. Col, R. May (W)

(Ma3j. G. B. Broaddus 9

21st Kentucky Infantry - Lt, Col. J. C. Evans 12

glst Ohio Infantry - Lt. Col. R. W, McClain 24
99th Ohio Infantry - (Col. P. T. Swaine (W)

{Lt, Col., J. E. Cummins 12

79

Artillery - Captain George R. Swallow
7th Battery, Indiana Light Artillery (€ guns)
Capt. G. R. Swallow
26th Battery, Pennsylvania light Artillery (6 guns)
Lt. A. J. Stevens

82 33

75 27

36 9
122 b
236 29
361 143

ad Battery, Wisconsin Light Artillery (6 guns) - Lt. C. Livingston
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STATISTICAL REPORT OF ARTILLERY ASSIGNED TO BRECKINRIIII'}E'S DIVISION

Batterles Names of Officers
8

Cobtbla Capt. Robert Cobb
1st, Lt. R. B. Matthews
2d Lt, B. A, James

5th Company,

1st, Lt, W.C.D, Vaught
1st, Lt, J. A. Chalaron
2d Lt, A. J. Leverich

Washington Artillery

Capt. E. E. Wright

1st Lt. J. W, Mebane
1st Lt. J. W, Phillips
23 ILt., J. C. Grant

Wright's

Battery G, l4th
Georgia Light Artill- 1st Lt, R. W. Anderson
ery Battalion 2d Lt. W. G, Allen

When

Enlisted

July 16, 1861
July 16, 1861
July 16, 1861

Mar, 6, 1862
March 6, 1862
March 6, 1862

May 28, 1861
Qct, 15, 1861
June 3, 1861

April 1, 1862
April 1, 1862

ORGANT

Name Where
Cobb's Bowling Green, Ky.
5th Company, Washington

Artillery New Orleans, la.
Wright's Jackson, Tenn.

Battery Gy l4th Georgia

Iight Artillery Bin, Georgla

When
Sept, 20, 1861

Feb, 22, 1832
Oct, 15, 1861

April, 1862

Whence

Iyon County, Ky.

do
do

New Orleans
do
do

Fayette Co, Tenn,
do.
do
. do

Georgla
Georgla

Capt. J. W. Eldridge

With what Rank

1st Lieutenant
Private
Orderly Sergeant

1st. lieutenant
2d Lleutenant
Sergeant

Captain

2d lieutenant
Orderly Sergeant
Private

Lieutenant
Private

By Whom
Capt, H. B. Iyon

Capt. Dawson




I0SSES

o §
§ w 202 2
5 g5 5§ & §
I~ 5] = & p n
3 g o A 8 E‘ 2
3 5 % 3 5 § 3
Batteries in fx, 8 E m [+ 0
Cobb's Men Killed 12 2
"Men wounded 29 1 2 9
Men missing
Total b1 1 2 11
Pieces 2
Calssons ()
Horses killed &8 - 6
Horses wounded 10 2 7.
Total 78 2 13
Apmunition ex-
pended (rounds) 487 1,125 51 1,125
5th Company,  Men killed 6 1 3
Washington' Men wounded 20 1l 5 3
Artillery Men Missing — —_—
Total 26 1 6 6
Horses killed 30 -1 10 8
Horses wounded —_— — —
Total 30 1l 10 8
Pieces and
Caissons
Amrmnition Ex-
pended (rounds) 723 80 758 638
Wright's Men Killed 6
Men wounded 14
Men missing 2
Total 22
Pieces 2
Horses lkilled 12
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Batteries

Battery G,
1ith Georgia
Artillery Btn,

IDSSES
9
e & o s
S, 01 14 s
s ® 5 3 4
s § 5 & 5 B @
4 &5 E 3 2 5 3
0 Eza 8 -3 jvd] By o
Horses wounded -1 2
Total 1 24
Ammnition ex-
pended {rounds) 20 475
Men wounded b
IIT
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STATISTIC.&L REPORT OF ARTILLERY ATTACHED T0 OR IN SUPPORT OF BRECKINRIDGE'S DIVISION

Batteries
B'yrne' s Kentucky Btry.
Inmaéden's

Robertson's

Semple's

Hame

Byrne's
Iumsden's
Reobertson's
Semple's

DURING ASSAULT ON JANUARY 2, 1863

Names of Officers When Enlisted
' NO DATA

Lt, H. H. Cribtba . Nov, 29, 1861

Lt, E. Tarrant Nov, 29, 1861

Capt. F. H. Robertson Mar, 1861
1st Lt, H, H. Richardson Feb, 8, 1861
1st Lt, W. T. Stockton  Apr, &4, 1861
1t. S. J. Benton ' L

Capt. H. C. Semple * Mar, 1862
1st Lt, E. J, Fitzpatrick do
1st ILt, R. W, Goldthwaite do

2d ILt, J. Pollard do
ORGANIZED
Where When
Kentucky -
Alabama Nov, 1861
Florida Dec. 21, 1861
Alabama Mareh, 1862
2 v

™
N~
Whence With what Rank
' . 13
" Alabama —
Alabamn —
Texas 2d lieutenant
Mississippi Private
Florida Sergeant
Alabama Captain
do —
do 2d lieutenant
do -—
By Whom

Capt, E, P. Byrne
Capt, C. L. Lumsden
Capt, F. H. Robertson
Capt, Semple




e

5 © o $

¥ 2 5 2

. ¥ s 5 & 7 2

S g 0 ] )

i < 3 5

_ g g s o 3

Batteriss (%) [ S = @ a 1]
Byrne's NO DATA

lumsden's x x x x

Iumsden's Battery lost men ard horses at the battle of Farmington,

Perryville and Stones River

Robertson's Men killed 2
Men wounded 17 l
Men missing —_ . ——

Total 19

h

Horges killed 23 3

Horses wounded__ = __
3

Total 23
Catssons lost
Sermple's Men killed

Men wourded
Men missing

Semple's battery lost one gun at Stones River,

23

25 '
26

26
1

2 1l |
19

2 20




. Batterias

Ca'rneu'

Stanford's

Scott's

Smith's

Name

Carnes’
Stanford's
Scott's
Smith's

THE BATTERIES FROM POIK'S CORPS WHICH SUPPORTED BRECKINRIDGE'S

Names of Officers

Capl:..I W. W. Carnes
1st Lt, L. G, Marshall
1st Lt, J. M, Cockrill

Capt. T. J. Stanford
1st It, H. R, McSwine
24 Lt, J. S. McCall

Capt. W. L. Scott
Lt, W. ¥, Polk

1st Lt, W. B. Turner
1st Lt, C. S. Smith

2d Lt., W, W. Henry
2d Lt, B, T, Harmon

Where ,

Termesses
Grenada, Miss.

Mississippi

With What Rank

Tientenant
Private
Private

Captain
lst lieutenant

Private

Lieutenant
do
do
do

Whom

Capt, W. H, Jackson

ATTACK
on_enlisbed Whenoe
'June, 1861 Tennessee
June, 1861 Tennessee
May, 1861 Tennessee
May 17, 1861 Crenada, Miss,
do do
do do
July, 1861 Mississippt
Oct, 1861 Mississippi
July, 1861 Miasissippl
March, 1862 Mississippi
ORGANIZED
When
1861,
May 17, 1861
NO DATA
May, 1861

Capt, T. J. Stanford

Capt, M. Smith




Stanford's

During the battle of Stones River the Battery fired from 300-350

rounds,

This battery was engaged at Shiloh, Perryville, and Stones

: s o O
" $§ . % & = &
e ¢ § 2 2 % E o3
g 4 F ¢ £ § §F %
. o e a 3 o=t o 3]
Batteries e3] 753 fzy . @ A, 0
’Carnes‘ Men killed 2 2
Men wounded 5
Men missing -
Total 2 7
Horses killed 7 L

River, In the latter engagement the battery suffered a total of ten

casualties «= 3 killed and 7 wounded,

killed.

Thie battery had 1 killed and 2 wounded at Stones River,

Men killed n 2
Men wounded —
Total 2
Horses killed 40

VII

The unit also had 7 horses

1
M

5
8

/38



