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ThlS study prowdcs a basis for a
comparative evaluation of sites for a
Lakota heritage center on the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation, southwestern
South Dakota. A National Park Service
(NPS) team was used to complete this
reconnaissance study. The team served

- as a consultant to the Oglala Sioux Parks
and Recreation Authority (OSPRA), a
(501[c](3)) non-profit corporation. The
OSPRA is charged with the’ '
responsibility of promoting, conserving,
preserving, protecting, and managing the
Tribe’s natural and cultural resources on
the Pine Ridge Reservation. The study
is in keeping with the spirit of the 1976

- Memorandum of Agreement (MOA),
Section 9, between the National Park
“Service and the Lakota that states:

"The Service shall render advisory
~ assistance to the Tribe in the
planning of recreation facilities or
development on Pine Ridge
Reservation lands outside the

Badlands South Unit to the extent -

that appropriated funds and
personnel are available therefore. -
Moreover, and in accordance with
the terms of Section 6 of Public Law
90-468, if the Tribe offers to convey
to the Secretary of Interior certain

- tribal lands within the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation, but outside of -

- the Badlands National Monument for
the purpose. of erecting, thereon a
heritage center, the Service shall
accept such land and shall thereafter,

subject to availability of appropriated

funds and approval of building plans
- by both the Tribe and the Service,
which approval shall not :

iii

SUM]VIARY OF HERITAGE CENTER STUDY : i

un:_easonably be thhheld, proceed to . -

~ erect the visitor center at the earliest
reasonable date. In this context the

. Service shall cooperate with the
Tribe in amending the existing
Master Plan for the Badlands
National-Monument to include
recognition of the development of
recreational facilities in the
Reservation Area, subject to -
agreement between the Service and
the Tribe." v ©

The study makes a preliminary

evaluation of six potential sites using a
future vision, objectives, and a set of

~ criteria for site evaluation. Long range

goals for this type of development were
developed guided by a vision of the
heritage center in the future. Specific
objectives were defined. These embrace
the ideas of enhancing visitor experience,
providing increased mterpretwe
opportunities, and increasing the
efficiency of Tribal Park operations.
Criteria used to-evaluate the six sites
included--proximity to potable water,
primary road, power source, views and
good orientation to Lakota landmarks, at
least 15 acres of buildable terrain, and a
setting for 50 tepees. Consideration was
also given to insuring that the heritage
center would not interfere with spiritual

~ sites in determining the six sites. Two

sites (A and F) are within Badlands
National Park and offer the potential for
a cooperative effort between the
National Park Service and the Oglala,
but may not fully meet the intent of 1976

MOA (Section 6 & 9). Other

environmental factors were also o
considered.



T T T e e wapeey T T

Lakota Architecture

Example of Tepees



Y. - £ . at P
T~ :
. g Bismarck % !
Sl RGN /_‘ ,«_.
NORTH D AK O T}'Aw
' \“\_ 1 ” 1
- " V¥ iittie Bighorn BattisTield \ i .
3 Natiomal Monument - - ™ ™
ﬂ'l—__ - ":f' i )
| & S SoUTH -
- < - _ _ .
| , / BADLANDS -
‘ .
= r - Y
. : o U
. WY OMING * Hspr'”rgs Tl Wi ////A |
/ - N w ; L ,Pine ‘Ridge -
. ~ _ _ / M ~ N - indian Reservation, -
) [ ————— - ¢ /] = -
. - i - _J——
ta p
- (20"
¥ - ) i
s FO_HJ A '-’J.-’ o/ A
Latamie-\ ¥ Agate Fossil L \ A , -
"o [ ] BedsN.M. NEBRASKA" -
\\\ I ' I If - - #
. , " - :
X ' - N e -
! > . -
] _"'_ " = - ~
k - : ==
¢ - - - ‘_ /
I - ~ . r. b
. e 8 I,
F ~ ~
~ '\-\-\. = --_- .
- - |l h\q
:’ , J - L N = &
% . ’ . \‘:— . . ) .. . ./0
_ ~ 0 \ . - h . - e N . T
) b ’ . ‘ J ’\ ) ' F A " 2 \- - ' ’ ’ - e |
B - e - - F o ._‘__' . =~ .
The Region -~ -~ -~ .
) @N MlCR@F!LWE u.s. Dapt of the Interior - Nalional Park sér_ﬂc_,;w - 13; SO ‘
_ ' s NOVOa| RMRO -~ ~
- - . N _: a4 . - ::'S_




]_,

- . F A @D o,
, = & Scenic A
N o - o |t 2e- 25 : i 81
S > e we
> = - % 36 L=
. \ s 4 T43N -
- ~ T42N
Rapid Glt\f\ \ ' .
™~ e -‘ 1 -
g S >
Hermosa - ae
. ] = -
- =
BLACK :
g - g _"'\-_ 55
HILLS x
;
‘Hot A =
Springs s
- - -
! o
: ,
= 4 \
il - ,H __ | /
Potentlal " g oot ’
Visitor Center Sites ”
s 31
Herltage Center Location °
Reconnaissance Study ~ Tazn
137_| 80074 » - I L Ve
NOV 94 | RMRO y d / \
- ; T ) 1 6 -~
-~ ~ - - - - \)
- gt r
) \ 2 . s >
N 5 %
. ’ ' . 5 . %o 18
3= BADLANDS :
. d /| == —
L1 > NATIONAL b o« o) =
- s ; = White River
P Visitor Center
v N2 : - PARK |
TO@ s . o X .J ¥
— & The X gk o
- Black Hills8; . 7‘\\.1“!‘“ SI rf/ ﬂ
{1 ¢ 30 \./\%‘9 2 *
25 - - eE— . 6" d “‘ 30 % =
b Ty sf el e " to Sharpé Corner 4 ;
- | - ON MICROFILM



" PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

" The study’s purpose is to proﬁde ’-

information to the Oglala’ Sioux Parks r"

~and Recreation Authority, that will guide
tribal decisions concerning the location

for an Oglala Lakota Multi-Purpose- -
Heritage Center. The study identifies

J

“sites that might be considered, suggests .

how each site might be developed
estimates the costs for each proposal

STUDY BACKGROUND B i

/

Today, Amerlcans are redlscovenng |

cultural identity. In the past, this
heritage has been seen in terms of
isolated heroes, heroic events, and
natural wonders. We are becoming.
increasingly interested in something
larger - in the intricacies of the
American landscape where the natural
and the cultural, both the humble and

”

‘the grandiose, fuse in distinctive regional

pattern, and where layers accumulatmg
over generations eventually impart arich -
patina to the scene. Included and

~ directly linked to the heritage of this

country, are: Amencan Indian cultures
Collectively, reservations represent part
of the American-experience -and “

- heritage.  Within Indian Tnbes and on ~

the lands and-communities surrounding
“them, there are a multitude of resources-

‘and often hidden values that give voice

to this culture. A heritage center
complex may-act as a.catalyst to bring
these ideals to the surface, harness them,

-and eventually turn them intoa

constructive and positive force that -

points out the contributions of American

Indian ¢ communities to the hlstory of the.
Nation. ) A

\

themselves and the importance of their ~

/

The gﬁiding principle for this hcrit:;ge

center is that it will provide a framework

- for cooperanon and explore approaches

that allow the Lakota community to -

control its- own destiny by incorporating
'a focused regional vision for the use and
protection of resources and pursuit of

./ economic opportunities. The vision for, -.

the future is based on a common

" understanding of shared values,

especially. those within the Lakota

commumty The ideas of what could be:
in the future have strong ties-to the local
community and provide for the retention

and enhancement of their quahty of life -

places through thelr eyes.

J

e

Oglala Sioux Parks and Recreation
Authority (OSPRA). National Park

Service assistance was requested by the

Oglala Sioux Parks and Recreation

- Authority (OSPRA) in June of 1994,

_~ The OSPRA enlisted the National Park

Service to act as a consultant for the
purpose of evaluating prospective sites in-
accordance with the terms of Section 9
of Public Law 90-468 (see appendix
information). This report is intended to
provide information that may be used in.
the eventual selection of a building site
for the hentage center complex by the

on Oglala ‘ _ - -

Y |

The' Oglala are one of the seven tribes

" or bands of the Great Teton Lakota ;

Nation. 'Like other Lakotas (or Dakotas-
or Nakotas, depeudmg on which dialect
of the language is spoken), the Lakota

“have a unique culture, different from _

other tribes. One of the unique cultural
values is the strength of the kinship ties
to an extended family, that form the
basis for the tribal structure, The ;
culture has survwed because survival has
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- always been consndered at the tribals
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The OSPRA, a tribal chartered non-_ - -
profit organization (501[c](3)) is charged _

with promoting, conserving, preserving,

~protecting,-and managing the Tribe’s -

natural and cultural resources. - Their .
- . charter includes the responsibilities for .
stewardship of tribal resources. The

- heritage center. complex would serve as
ithe center of activities for both i .
tounst/economm developrnent and for~

- administrative/operational activities for
the northern part of the Pine Ridge, "~
Reservation. The OSPRA. _provides the
: 1deal vehicle for supportmg the growing
-value of culturaliy-onented American

s

™

"y Indlan reservatmns*and hentage tourlsm .

.,.'_

. Natinnal Park Service. In 1982 the

“ Master Plan for Badlands National Park

~called for the development of concession

' facilities on the White Riverin the
South Unit. The plan called-for an
Indian heritage visitor center to. be part

_a major part of the development. Also
included was convention interpretive
facﬂltles and dancmg grounds and a -

'j field for Indian cultural demonstrations.

A 1986 revision to the Master Plan -

. moved this-complex to Fog Creek and -
“slightly changed the parameters of the
type of facﬂlty that would be -
constructed.

6% - -

'f'he study process was. demgned to
significantly shorten the time for.
< planning reqmrements The study
provides a first step in outlining the pros
and cons for various site alternatives.

-

- ease of understanding. “The storyisan - .

S'I‘l JDYPROC—ESS

~ Some impact a_maiysm was completed in . .-

4

7 ke A =

~the prehmma.ry mvestlgatlon, but full
‘public involvement and further = - ¢ - °
.consideration of the 1mpactsxof each - W
alternative needs to be developed by the - ”
OSPRA as the process moves forward. »
'Additional data will be requlred for the -
completlon of envnronmental
documentation and for, use Wlth an

o environmental assessment in compliance”
with the National Environmental Policy "
Act and Section 106 of the Natlonal .
Hnstonc Preservatlon Act 4

,’

P

X

This study mvolved the completibn of \
« four steps: a vision for the future, the
specific objectives, the cntena used to
= evaluate alternatives site locations and a_
comparative analysns tahle, gnd a site
~ discussion. The v1510n statement is a
~short narrative, put in a story form for *

4

.interesting way-to relate a vision of ‘
“~"what could be" in the future. Spemﬁc
ob]ecnves farther define, clarify, or
. describe what is desired. "As a-whole, - >
~ objectives are inter-related and % )
' interdependent on one another. Criteria
" forthe site evaluanon include factors - -
that can be used to effectwely
discriminate between areas a.nd “show.
. clear advantages and disadvantages of

] o

" one area over- another Sl 8 -
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A VISION FOR THE FUTURE .
MY GRANDFATHER'S DREMW

Sitting around a campfire under the stars, my grandfather shared withim
a place, a hocoka (a heritage center)--where our people (lkee Wicasalis
Iugl:lhl.'r to !ihnn‘: thcir li\-ing stories with the rest of the world, Wi




SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
The center prowdes an opportunity t to.
commumcate history from the Lakota
" culture’s standpomt to the American —
publlc and the world at-large ~

1 ./ \
= -\/ 'I‘he--concept for the_—center:.considers
management of cultural and natural
- resources of the Pine Ridge* Reservation.
It creates a central control pouit fora\y -
~ Tribal ‘Park on the. northern part of the
7~ reservation: - -
-
The center would be I_akota .
controlled and administered in,
“cooperation and in partnershlp wlth the
Natlonal Park Semce .

.

-2

4
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4

"y 3 ;
The center would serve as.an ‘
orientation or- startmg point for a system
of decentralized frrst—person\cu]tural" L
. mterpretatlon of ethnic life .on the .

Jreservatlon

~

+' _Thé center serves as a gathering point -
_ and focus for heritage events for the

nine districts on»the Reservation.

“and activities are prepared and given by

each distnct in the finest oral tradition.

X - /

«~ The center acts as a reposnory for
repatriated articles provided forxm
Public Law 101-601, The Native

- American Graves Protectxog and
- ”Repatnanon Act of 1991

L%
P R HE,

ADDITIONA_L»C_ONSI_-DERATIO_NS .

At the time of this reconnaissance study,
_ complete information on all programS/ ®
"was not available. The following is a list
of thmgs that will need con51deratlon

-

;-

.~ especially "the buffalo, and possrble p

L T~ beﬂdes tourism development need to be

Event's =

~ + The effect the poss1ble replacement

-

R

- National Park can all evolve-from this

-

when determlmng th

e selecnon of a ﬁnal
f
site. e

-

_ « The location selected for a heritage
_center- has important implications for a
tribal parks’ programs and its
relatlonshlp to the south unit of

. 'Badlands National Park." Interpretatlon, _
trip planmng, and the initial impressions -
visitors may have of South Dakota, the

Pine Ridge:] Reservation, and Badlands *

" complex. Programs that consider how' .
the location of a heritage center will — -
influefice other stewardship programs,

¥

developed 3 T
{

ket

. Management of- the area and
logrstrcal support for the reservation’s
northern area and how these programs
will relate to one another is an
unportant part in deciding where such a
_facility is located This includes
reintroduction of native species, '

3y
G

e

- livestock grazing phase-out programs m =
2 tribal park. : '

P

e —
-

i

4 L7 A R L

of White River Visitor Center with: this-
complex may have on.the Badlands .
-National 'Park South Unit needs to be

coordinated w1th the National Park
Semcc ' e

-~ ‘.

' The relatlonshlp to ‘other factors
mﬂuencmg programs, such as -
mterpretatron, visitor orientation and -
_ long -term impacts on park and
__reservation resources-should be
~ con51dered to properly determine the
_ impact each proposed site has on
operatrons -

/\- i

e 1

W
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VA des1gn theme would be developed
for the area which would umfy all

- “buildings, campground comforts, shade -
shelters, and any waymde' structures.
_The theme needs-to consider the terrain:
and natural setting of the park and the

-~ . , predominant cultural themes found on .-

h

{

the reservation and/echoed in the vision.
Building designs would be patterned

_ after traditional round tribal community
" buildings found on the reservation.

- Signing would be dlsnnctly different
from those found on Badlands National -
Park areas-providing a pattern for -
1dennﬁeanon of the Tnbal\park area.

b

SITE EVALUAT[ON - “

Six sites were selected for evaluation.

Many others were considered but

dlscarded because of incompatible use
frestnctlons, cost, or physical and .

'

env:r,onmental factors. _Site locations are )
" shown on the Site I.ocanon map. Sites

-A, B;C, D, E, and F are , considered i in

- detail and evaluated against the setof
criteria listed in Table 1. A brief
descnptlon -of the site,'possible =

: development and approxlmate costs’ are
also included. -  #

=~ /,

GENERAL CONCEPTS

The heritage cemer complex requn'es
enough land.to provide for the-building -
complex, parking, and a settlng for -
Lakota lodges and wacipi grounds. The

lodges would be provided by each of the

nine districts.represented on the-
reservation. The development would

- consist of overnight accommodanons,

._Tepatriation area, gallery, restaurant and
glft shop, admlmstratwe center, _
arbor/lodges and open air bazaar; arts

“

. "l‘..

B

/

- Lakota Tribal Programs, the Oglala

-and crafts sales. The administrative

center may include offices for the Oglala

-

Sioux Parks and Recreation Authority
and National Park Service personnel

\ dlrectly involved in the maintenance and
“administration of adjacent Badlands ,
National Park. ‘Other-furictions prov1ded
“at the site would be ‘an auto service - _
. station, small ‘employee housing area,

maintenance facility, and a smallRV
camping facility or campground ‘These,
additions bring development costs up to -
a total of 10 to 12.5 million dollars.
Costs for roads, water and power vary’ “by

site. Costs for each site are shown in the

cost table (See Table 2). ‘The tribe may
also offer concession opportumtles to

prwate cornpames to help ﬁnance visitor *
developments ‘ ¢ .-

1

N o =i N

‘ -

Potable water is a constant problem in -

this area. A pipeline is being constructed
by-the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, -
~Mniwicohi (MlSSOllrl) Project to bnng
domestic water to this-area-of the
‘resérvation. The route generally follows
the alignment of the White River
through the reservation in this area.
Estimates for. the cost of ‘providing water
- are pro;ected to bé the’ approximate cost -
of piping water from the proposed
pipeline to each sue or the closest water

_source. - _ oA

-

Concepts shown for each sue are .

__conceptual in nature and do not reflect

s

exact placement of facilities.- Rather -

-~ they suggest the relauonshlps thatkmay /

~ environment for the business of an”

- make for a visually pleasmg design and’
one that will provide an orderly

attractive tourist developrnent. 7o

p
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SITE A

This is the location of the White River Visitor Center in Badlands National Park at the
ion of BIA High 2 and 27. Most of Site A is w:l.hm the park boundary

along the White River, Just south of a grove of ¢ The d area in
section 19 and 30 would be on allotted lands. Most of the area is wn‘.hm a 100/500 year
floodplain. If used, the building site for the complex must be located a short distance to
the south, upslope and out of the floodplain. Soils information indicates that this area is
alluvial land within the Haverson Association with a portion of the site within the
Badland: ion, barren badland: mtcrmmgcd with clayey or loamy soil.
Dependlng on the exact location of the building site, expansive soil construction

ques may be d. These areas have accessible irrigation water, but water for
this purpose is generally not dependable. The site has an adequate setting for Lakota
lodges, but is close to a spiritual area used by the Lakota.

‘The landforms and cmung vegetation are insufficient to screen development. The
highway gives any devel high visibility, but does not allow adequate space to
screen or hide Iarge parking areas from view should the site become a major
dcvclupmem. T.hl.s Ieans that all vehicles would be directly visible from the main road
g any lop very difficult to design. There is little or no room for
expansion. The ycar round flows of the White River would not have to be augmented
during the hot August season. Ownership of lands
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SITE B

This site lies on the east site of BIA Highway 27 near the confluence of Cottonwood
Creek and White River. Site B is outside the boundary of Badlands National Park
within the Pine Ridge Reservation and includes a large grove of cottonwoods.
Ownership of lands include some private, allotted, tribal and government lands. Some of
the area is within a 100/500 year floodplain, but a large percentage could be developed.
If used, the complex could be located so that it is not within sight of the road. Soils
information indicates the area near the confluence is alluvial land within the Haverson
association, with a small portion of the site in a basin within Badlands association—
barren badlands intermingled with clayey or loamy soil. Depending on the exact location
of the building site, expansive soil construction techniques may be required. Irrigation
water from the White River would be accessible, but water for this purpose is generally
not dependable. The gentle rolling terrain with a cottonwood grove as a backdrop
provides a very nice setting to both hide parking and feature Lakota lodges in a village
setting.
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SITE C

‘This site lies on top of a butte, Stirik Table, and provides a panoramic view of the area.
No river water is available. There are no floodplain restrictions, but & two mile paved
road would be required to access the site. Site C is ide the t Jary of Badlands
National Park within the Pine Ridge Reservation. Ownership of lands include some
allotted, tribal and government lands. Soils information indicates the area is within the
Badlands Association, barren badlands intermingled with clayey or loamy soil. Most of
the vegetation at the top is tall prairie grass. Dcpcnding on the exact location of the

soil may be ired. The area is under
tribal ownership, within a grazing allotment. The long road needed to access the area
would wind upward from BIA Highway 27 to the top of the butte. The site is somewhat
hidden and campground development would occur off site in the location marked on the
map. There are no shade trees on the site. The area does nm have an attractive area for
Lakota lodges in a village setting. The bluff, h P 1l iewing of
Lakota landmarks. There is adequate room for expansion,
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SITE D

This site lies at the base of a
small butte. It provides an
excellent opportunity to
blend a building into the
backdrop of the butte while
allowing the top of the butte
to become a platform for
visitors to view Lakota
landmarks. From the butte,
visitors have a 360 degree
unobstructed view of the
surrounding landscape. A
grove of trees, along the
Cottonwood Creek drainage,
south of the butte provides
shade for both a campground and Lakota lodges in a village setting. Water in
Cottonwood Creek may dry up during some parts of the vear. The site has floodplain
restrictions from both flash floods and 100/500 floodplains along the creek. Irrigation
water from the creek may be relatively accessible, but water for this purpose is generally
not dependable. About a mile of paved road would be required to access the site.

Site D is ide the lary of Badlands National Park within the Pine Ridge
Reservation, Ownership of lands include some allotted, tribal and g lands,
Soils information indicates the area along the river is alluvial land within the Haverson
Association, with the remaining portions of the area within Badlands Association, barren
badlands intermingled with clayey or loamy soil. Depending on the exact location of the
building site, expansive soil construction techni may be required

Access to the site requires a major crossing at Cottonwood Creek. This could either be
a low water crossing or concrete culvert design. Cottonwood Creek is subject to flash
flooding and aerial photos reveal a large area of an active alluvial floodplain. Whatever
the design, this crossing will require a detailed study of flooding in the area, The area is
within tribal ownership. The road needed to access the area would wind toward the
Cottonwood Creek bottom lands, providing an excellent site for Lakota lodges in a
village setting. The building complex, parking and campground development would be
hidden from view of BIA Highway 27. Commercial developments for auto services
would be visible from the road. This site affords one of the best opportunities for
viewing Lakota landmarks. There is adequate room for expansion.
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SITEE

This site lies just off Highway 27 near Harney Springs. There are no panoramic views.
A few shade trees dot the area and water is available, The site has no floodplain

restrictions. Site E is outside the b jary of Badlands N | Park within the Pine
Ridge Reservation, Ownership of lands include some allotted and tribal lands. Solls
information indicates the area is within the Badlands A iation, barren badl

intermingled with clayey or loamy soil. Most of the vegetation at the top is tall prairie
grass with cottonwoods near the spring. Depending on the exact location of the building
site, expansive soil construction techniques may be required. The site has little shade
vegetation. The area is within tribal ownership, although a residence exists on site. If
this site were chosen, the residence would have to be moved.

Any development would be highly visible from Highway 27. The site does not allow
adequate space to screen or hide parking from view should the site become a major
development. This means that all parked vehicles would be directly visible from the
main road making any inviting development difficult to design. It also means that there
would be little or no room for future expansion. There is 4 margi te for Lakota
lodges. The area has a number of historic sites nearby that could complicate locating
the development. Harney Springs was the site of a past .S, Cavalry confrontation with
American Indians.
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SITE F

This site lies just off of BIA Highway 2, near Fog Creek, and provides a panoramic view
of the surrounding landscape. Maost of site F is within the boundary of Badlands
National Park and the conceptual layout reflects some of the facility placement suggested
in the 1986 revisions to the General Management Plan for that area known as Fog Creek.
Ownership of lunds include tribal lands only, Some Lakota landmarks are visible from
the site. The short road and gently rolling hill may allow auto service, maintenance, the
development and parking 1o be screened from the road. The site is well above the
floodplain and would require only a short road to reach it. But the site is small and may
not allow adequate development space for a pleasing design, one that blends with the
natural landscape. Therefore, functions in the area diagram were placed closer together
and appear crowded because the site is smaller than other sites considered

Soils information indicates the area is within the Badlands Association, barren badlands
Intermingled with clayey or loamy soil. Most of the vegetation at the top is tall prairie
grass. Depending on the exact location of the building site, expansive soil construction
technigues may be required. The site allows for the subtle placement of the
development on the landscape and would allow screening of the area from Highway 2,
The site provides an adequate site for Lakota lodges in a village setting and a
campground. Because the site is small, there does not appear to be adequate room for
cxpansion.
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OTHER FACTORS NECESSARY FOR . botodafy-and Highway79. This

: SUCCESS , o \ strategy. will insure that there is a
. . - °  scenic route advertised to brmg visitors
I.Suce_:ess is defined to be-a quality and " ,"to the Pine Ridge Resewatwn and the
successful business operation-that -y hentage center complex
pro,jects the image and dignity of the &N
Lakota in a way that is admired by S The intersection of nghway 44 and
‘those who visit the land of the Pine. -~ -~ Highway 27 at the town of-Scenic -
Ridge Reservation. The ability of the ‘ needs to’'be reoonstructed to allow the
_tribal government to use its tourism unencumbered flow of traffic heading
image has enormous implication for the \ west on Highway 44 to go south on
Lakota people in their desire to have - = nghway 27 toward the Reservatnon '
their“culture seen and admired by - ¢ ‘ v
visitors around the globe. The question -~ NEXT. STEP T gt e \
then becomes--What needs to be done to :
* insure that a profitable and well run _The followmg are suggested next steps in
tourist business enterprise is . ~ °  moving toward completlon of the
_established? Just because a - .'x - project: v ... C - y
develeprnent complex is built does not " \- \ € . F ",
mean it'will be an instant success. - - _*» Complete data collection for those
2 " K ¥ R & sites chosen for further consideration.
The following is a list of actions that rE Cornplete an'environmental
should be consideréd upon completion of - ¢ analysns, either an environmental -
the develc-pment ~ .77 assessment or an environmental 1mpact
+, § =N statement. ' This include public .- _
Estabhsh a management controls _ . involvement and selecting a site.
with tribal support that insures the - <t e Obtam funding. _
- independence and autonomy of tourism_ ‘ ‘Hire an architect /4nd, engmeermg
\ 0peration§ The management controls fxrm (A&E) to do construction.. ,
~ need to insure established authenticity, . - documerits and site plarining. \
and quality standards for tourist T Issue a request for proposals (RFP)
‘operations of the complex are - to prospective construction companies.
sustained over time. This includes the, | T " N ‘
responsibility to insure customer 2% ESTIMATED COSTS’
service standards for a well run tourlst y
busmess operanon 54 G Costs vary sllghtly for each sue between
-~ $99 and $12.5 million, dependmg on
- Both BIA nghway 27.and 2 need- ¢ parking-and utilities. These costs are .
to be improved so that an aJl-weather > preliminary estimates only. They are in
> Ioop through this part of the - - - 1994 dollars and are shown in Table 2.
reservation is established. This would . - ~ Site A is the least expehsive' at $9.9
connect Badlands National Park via million, and site D the most at $12. 5

" Cedar Pass to the Black Hills and Hot nulhon fom
" Springs areas, between the Reservation

s
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% ! ' : Site A - ESTIMATED COSTS " : ,_
= g5 = -
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Item Descripticm Unit # of Units ~ ~ Costs -l
: . : ! 3
Hentagc Center Developmentl p X
Heritage Ccnter - SF 7,500 i 1.8000(!]
__ Office Space : - SF 2,500 © . 387,500 - -
__Furnishings ;g & LS 270,000
= Landscapmg/hghtmg ' ad— . Ls s 360,000
_ — Interpretation/AV/Exhibits = - J LS 3 450,000
Parking/Cars P i Space . 200 240,000
Parking/Buses L — Space 3 3 13,500 -
Utilities-Wastewater Disposal System _ . - = 0
-, ' 'Wastewater Lagoons ) B T Acre. - “3 ~ . 300,000
/8" Ductile Iron Sewer Pipe ' LF, 2 3,000 < - 150,000 -
~Lagoon Liner . SF 65,340 392,000
. 6 Chain link Fencing = f LF . ¢ 2000 -7 54,000
b Sanitary Dump Station . ) * -Each 1 N 50,000
" Gravel Road /. “ "R Mile __ 0.3 120,000 J
— 2 K )" o= \ L
" Unilities - Water System (hookup 10 Mnmooh.n Pro;ect) .. o
6" Ductile Iron Pipe -~ . . e 1,000 - 34,000
" Connection to Water Pipeline - 2 - LS 1 20,000 ’
6" Fire Hydrant 1 s Each 3 . 7,500
s e d Chlorinator Building = ' _Each \ 1 _ 50,000
- 30,000 gal. Underground Concrete Water Storagc Tank Each 1 58,000
Utilities-Electric/Telephone 7 \ B % W
3-Phase Underground Electric __ LF - 1,000 30,000 -
Underground Telephone <~ z LF . , 1000 20,000
~ Pull Boxes, Bach ' 3 < 1,500
Utllmcs-Heat . - ' { J-\ N = = -
2,000 gal. Propane Tank, fcncmg. piping to bmldmg Each 1 14,000 /
4 - 1)
Campground B I E
\ comfort stauons, loop road, parking, w/utilities _ Unit 50 375,000 -
. - .3 N - ’
Mamtcnance Am ) 3 €. N - 5
Building 3} = : \ ¥ SF 4,000 540,000
6' Chain link Fence i - B LF- 1,000 ~ 27,000 !
Housmg i L o SN T )
Duplexes, 2 bedraom units - & Each 4 1,000,000
Auto Service Station.. ' S “
_ auto scnri}:e}pumps/parking oY Each -1 ~ 350,000
v d . s
Road . . =
Asphaumdzlam - Mile CL | 2 825,000
-~ £ 5 s - - -
wmmmm 5 ~ o7 798000 4
ol = T ’ >
~ 5 : o * . -
_ Pacilitating Administrative Services/Project Planning: . . Lm0 o
\ : i o 2
Construction Supervision ¢ 7 794,000 -
- o . L - > -
" TOTAL ‘ N 4T \ 9,924,000
P " ok
v
Y y N 7 s 26 - # -
” . N s
R 4 ~ i ; _-/ - b
. = Y -
5 i ~ 7 d . -
-/ = ; {




| TABLE 2
: Site B - ESTIMATED COSTS
Item Description ' ’ Unit # of Units Costs
Heritage Center Devclopl-nem R 3
Heritage Center _ - ’ - SF s s 7500 1,800,000
Office Space _ ; = . SF 2500 ., 387,500 )
Furnishings : . LS - 270,000
Landsnpmgﬂ.a@tmg \ ‘LS.« 360,000
JntctpretanoanV/Exhlblts ~ LS 450,000
Parking/Cars . Space - 200 240,000
Parking/Buses s 3 ~  Space 3 13,500
 Utilities-Wastewater Disposal System - @ .
- Wastewater Lagoons o Acre 3 300,000
, 8" Ductile Iron Sewer Pipe . * . -~ LF -3,000 150,000 -
Lagoon Liner SF 65,340 392,000 i
__ . 6 Chain link Fencing ~ ; LF 2,000 54,000
Sanitary' Dump Station - ; ‘Bach 1 50,000
= Gravel Road Mile 03~ 120,000
" Utilities - Water System (hookup to Mnmcoln Pm;cct) ; i .
6" Ductile [ron Pipe N LF < 3,000 102,000
, . Connection to Water Pipeline ’ “r IS o 1 . 20,000
" 6" Fire Hydrant _» ~ Each 3 3 7,500
¢ Chlorinator Building ’ i ~ Each R 1 50,000
30,000 gal. Underground Conmte Water Sloragc Tank Each A 1 58,000 <
Utilities-Electric/Telephone . > T T
3-Phase Underground Electric ’ ‘- LF 14,000 420,000
Underground Telephone - 5 LF 14,000 ' 280,000
Pull Boxes . ’ = Each 3 © 1,500
Utilities-Heat -~ ) =
2,000.gal. Propane Tank, (cnmng. piping to buﬁdmg Each _— 14,000
" Campground : -
comfort stations, loop mad{ parlung, w}utl]mes Unit 4 50 375,&111 ) P
Maintenance Area TN &, 2 '
¢ Building - ; ~ SF 4,000 540,000
6' Chain link Fence - LF /1,000 " 27,000
’ LY - ~ a : 4 v .
Housing 2 2
/ Duplexes, 2 bedroom units™ ) .. Each T4 1,000,000
Auto Service Station P : S 7 .
auto service /pumps/parking « . : Each 1= 350,000
Road . o 4 ;
Asphalt road, 2 lane . Mile L B 1,650,000
Facilitating Administrative Services/Project Planning wiza 1191000 <,
TOTAL - ‘ 11,621,000
» i ” ‘. o - r
. s
- 27 .-
\ . -
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¥ b " - “Site C - ESTIMATED COSTS - <
i g = r. ) : T = . ~ =
ltem Description . _ ~ . Unit #of Units ' Costs |/ - e
" i S, - A : - .
Heritige Center Development , . - ; ’ ¢ 4
Heritage Center s SR 7500 © 7 1800000 - 2
Office Space 8 = - - SF - ~2,500 3 t 337m ~-
Furnishings - — - ~ - Ls i : 270,000
X Land-wapmg{hghtmg s ST e ! ~~Ls - 360,000
- lmerpretnt:on/AV/E.xhubns _ i-aisis /LS ) ~ ~ 450,000 y A
" - Parking/Cars - g p . Space ‘200 -240,000 _ A
Parhng}Buses . ; Space . ° .3 13,500 '
: N / - :
Unlnms—Wastmter Disposal System ~ = - ' FS e -
Wastewatér Lagoons . \ Acre . 3 300,000 .
_ 8" Ductile Iron Sewer Plpe ¥ v - LF '3 ,000 .7 150,000 . A
o Lagoon Liner \ - N - _ S8F.° 65,340 - 392,000 -
. 6' Chain link Fencing C_g T g IR A 2000 1 77 54000 N _J
Sanitary Dump Station ~ EBach - 1 - 50,000 = ¥ =
Gravel Road - i 7 Mile | 120,000
- N e
\ & s ;
Utilities - Water System (hookup toJMnmwohl Pm]cct) 4 |- R 4 o\ 3 _
6", Ductile Iron Pipe [ = LF -~ 1011009 340,000 .- I3
Connection to Water Pipeline “ ) | L U 5 20,000 L
~ §" Fire Hydrant - _ VG Eah D < 3 7500 - -
- ‘Chlorinator Building e Each -1 50,000 o .
304 lIlJ gal “Undergmund Couacf.e Wa:er Storagc 'l‘ank ~Each 3 [ . 58,000 ;
A B - ¢ ;
Unlltles-Electnch‘e!ephone : i oo - S . -
 3-Phase Undergtound Electric . o LF ., 1,000 ©, .- 30,000 G o
“Underground Telephone O . LF ' 1,000 20,000, .
 Pull Boxes - " - _ " Eack v o 3 1,500’ e N
+.  Utilities-Heat __ 2 oo ’ > '_;‘ i y 4
J 2,000 gal. Propane Tank fenmng, p:pmg to bu;ldmg ~y  Each o | 14,000. ~ ==
. . P R, i
3 X 2 ~ N
- Campground e 2 Ps % * -
comfort stations, loop road, parking, w{uuhncs Unit 50 375,000 =
! =
Ma"mtena.nce Area _.—" i - 3 . "- _ N :
Building ) - o o & SF .° 74,000 540,000 2 2
6 Chain link Fence /. ) ‘LF 1,000 27,000 : ,
o X = S - : Wy s - = } &%
~  Housing el . . o A
Duplexes, 2 bedroom units . Each L4 P I,IIJP,OOD -
~ --Auto Service Station - - R
~auto service/pumps/parking- - : Each - ' A it 350,000 )
- & i ; e \-—" LR . ._'/ r . a3 i
e T T = B e T e, R =
v’ Asph,alt road, 2 lane; ¢ o 5 Mile 22 _ 1,815,000 -
§ By = v . o .
: Coutruunn cost, mmmﬂ, and hbm' E d L ; 9,235,000 y %
= 4 . - 7 " e -
Fuuhum;Mmmmm Sﬂvn:s{hquct Ph.nmng 5% ! < 0 1,385,000 ~
N i w3 = - # “ % = i ] "/ s &
.. Construction w ; s - 924,000 ¥ o, ¥ Y o
- ‘ : 5 ~ - \- . - _ _ P - 1 a -
T £ “'-_\ P - = o~ o . 2
~ -_— - ~ ol
., ToTALS 2 o A g r . 11584000 S )
4 - Noo= @ . = I.f' "
i ~ % \ = - W 5 R
’ . _ J S
~ ~ N _ -~ ! e . Fa ; < b
~ ~ i -\ e - :“/28 ) ) - - b \ -
¥ I " \ e ~ : - b i ’ il
- /! Y - e IS
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. TABLE 2 .
3= Mg T o Site D.- ESTIMATED COSTS B
* Item Descripton =~ -~ _ . - - - Unit # of Units 7 TCosts. "

Heritage Center Development . X ~ 4 ’ 7

HeritageCenter ; - SP- 7,500 1,800,000 ] :
Office Space : ISP _ _SF 2,500 387,500 .
Furnishings : : ' LS 270,000 - .
Landscaping/Lighting A LS - 360,000 S .
Interpretation/AV /Exhibits ' - .. _Ls , 450,000 &

. Parking/Cars " Space 200 240,000 - ;

- Parking/Buses . _ Space U | 13,500 o N W

- % Utilities-Wastewater Disposal System . _ g , '
Wastewater Lagoons - _ T cAere © 73 ’ 300,000 e
8" Ductile Iron Sewer Pipe 4 - LF 3,000 - 150,000 » e
Lagoon Liner - \  a £ SF 65,340 N 392,000 . ® B
5 6' Chain link Fencing - . . -' ‘. . LF 2,000 . 54,000 ;
.Sanitary Dump Station - < .. Each 1 . . 50,000
Gravel Road ’ _ \ , _ Mile 03 - 120,000 ;
2 s < i / -~ P

Utilities - Water System (hookup to Mnmnmhl Pro;ect) \¢ '

_ 6" Ductile Iron Pipe i LF ! 14,000 476,000
Connection to Water Pipeline L8 - e b Ny .~ 20,000

" 6" Fire Hydrant_ : > Each ™. N 3 7,500
Chlorinator Building 5 .Each 50,000 R L ,
30,000 ga! Underpound Conm:te Wan:r Storagc Tank Each 5 1 58,000

- — # -

Uulltws-l?.lectncﬂ‘ clephone s ‘ 3 e = ‘
3-Phase Underground Electric - LF 12,000 360,000 2 =
Underground Telephone = ™. | = ? LF 12,000 © 240,000 ; g ;= .
Pull Boxes - : - Each - 3 _ 1500 o~ o -

Uuhncs-Hcal h & S i e = e
2,000 gal. Propane Tank, fenmng, plplng to bmldmg ~ Each 4 1 3 .~ 14,000 4

= ' \

Campground e - g ' ; . .
comfort stattons,,loop road, parking, wutilities _ Unit - -50 7375000

Maintenance Area ; i'd T e q & s ) - :

Building, = b = . SF 4,000 -540,000
6' Chain link Fcnce ) . LF~" - 1,000 y 27,000 ~4
~ o) T ! -~ = = e \

Housing - : F o e : - v
_ Duplexes, 2 bcdroom units - —  Each__ . 4. 1,000,000 53

~ " Auto-Service Station - B ; 3 B = ¢
auto;service/pumps/parking .. ~ Each LA | -350,000 =z y
) - N vy . _. . g = .

Road ' - - )
' Asphalt road, 2 lane . & _ Mile - 3. 1,650,000 .. e
~ Bridge (Coltonwood Ctuk) e - 5 LS A O 300,000 . =y ‘

‘Construction cost, nnr.-rnl, and labor . . 10,056,000 )

WMWM E - 1463000 \

Construction Supervision 2 o _* i ) 976000 o \
i .;’ o & - "
ll bl \. : . 29 ' ; -
- ) .‘1‘-- . T - (
\ . o b
ol 2 e ) -
= - . .

A2\
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. - TABLE 2 \ “ ) ,
e Site E - ESTIMATED COSTS - ., "
. x - “ - S ]
o+ Ttem Descﬁplion ) g i Unit # of Units Costs s
g Hentagc Centér Development - | ! b { =
Heritage Center - ? SF 7500 . 1,800,000 7
-~ Office Space * 3 = b_SF 2,500 . 387,500 v
Furnishings vt LS 270,000 h
l..andscapmgfhghtmg ’ ; = 2 LS = 360,000
Interpretation/AV /Exhibits ~ a LS ~ . ) 450,000 o
Parking/Cars ' ' Space. 200 240,000 _
f Parking/Buses : : S Space i 3 13,500 i
-~ _:( % v a -~ #
Uulmes-Wastmter Disposal System “ o % 4 - S ]
= Wastewater Lagoons . ~Acre 3 300000 -~ . 4
- 8" Ductile Iron Sewer Pipe = ; .~ LF T 3,000 150,000 . -, ~
- Lagoon Liner SF 65,340 392,000 ¢
. 6’ Chain link Fencing ; LF _ 2,000 4 54,000 2
Sanitary Dump Station L, PP “/ Each - 1 & 50,000 - -
© v Gravel Road L < . - Mile 03 . 7~ 120,000 y
* LR - W = == . = A F '
Utilities - Water System ! ek - _ "
5 Well at,Harney Springs N . LF-. ;100 - 7,500 x
' 6" Ductile Iron Pipe- ' = LF 3,000 S/ 102000, B
= Connection to Water Pipeline =~ ™ g LS 1 20,000 B
6" Fire Hydrant . L =~ Each ~ 3 s 7,500
“  Chlorinator Building ' . Each = - 50,000 5
<= 30000 gal. Undemoond Concrele Water Storage Tank * Each 1 4000 . -
Uuhues—Electncﬂ‘clephone : T g - f
— 3-Phase Underground Electric . LE 33,000 990,000 Y o
. Underground Telephone . - ' = @ LF 33,000 | ~660,000
' Pull Boxes —~ JE by Each 3 '1,500 \
# Uuhnes-Heat ==
2 ,000 gal. Pmpane Tank, l’encmg, piping to bmldmg Each 1 14,000 r
S - ~ P = T » -
Campground ~ ’ -
comfort stations, loop road, parking, w/utilities Unit 50 ~ 375000 =
ay 3 _ ’ | : = 5 o
Maintenance Area = % < I
Building ‘ SF 4,000 “ 540,000
"6’ Chain link Fence P LF 1,000 27,000 -
\ \ I 3 .
. R 4 ¥ . - + L ’ 3
ot Housing ‘ ’ 2 s £ | " - Bt
Duplexes, 2 bedroom units L Each \ 4 1,000,000
\ S ' ’
. . 2
Auto Semce Station - £ / ' ~
a0 service/pumps/parking \_ ~Each ! 1N~ 350,000
N = - . = ’ - ‘ =
Rmd ) N _ gy - ) ‘_ J, ;
- _Asphalt road, 2 lane . ) SO s Mile 21 825,000 o
- A ¥ — v
mmmmm o h , - =/ 9614500 . )
§ s
~ Facilitating Administrative Sﬂmthcet thng N 1,442,000
- wsﬂm ‘ z . . 7., %6100
= ) ia ; > . - , .. ) - F
s ! _ % & G = 7 > Y B
TOTAL PO ) & 112,017,000 h
: . > L . -
| s i - ~
. - N _ 30 5 -
ot - 4 ; =z
— ’ Fioo - ] N o 4 A J i’
% _ / B = " N 2 £
) F L ’ o
- . - s ” w 5 v 7 -~
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# TABLE 2 -
b ' = _ Site F - ESTIMATED COSTS -~ .
Item Description Unit * # of Units "+ 7 .Costs
HeritageCenter Development : : : .
HeritageCenter ' SF . 7500 *~ 1,800,000
Office Space i ~SF 2,500 387,500
Furnishings LS Py 270,000
" Landscaping/Lighting - LS ) 360,000 -t
Imerprewtmn,m\’fﬁxhlblts S . ' 450,000
.+ Parking/Cars A Space 200 © 240,000 i
~  Parking/Buses Space P 3 713,500 =
Utilities-Wastewater Disposal System - h : £ & -
Wastewater Lagoons - Acre 3 300,000
- 8" Ductile Iron Sewer Pipe ) : " LF 3000 150,000 ° >
Lagoon Liner . SF . 65340 392,000 -
6’ Chain link Fencing LF' 2,000 54,000 =
Sanitary Dump Station - Each 1 ) 50,000 .
Gravel Road ‘ = Mile 03 120,000
Utilities - Water System (hookup.to Mniwicohi PrOjuct) z . ~
6" Ductile Iron. Pipe LF 3,000« 102,000 -
Connection to Water Pipeline LS 1 20,000 M
6" Firc Hydrant ~ - Each 3 7500 \ ~
Chlorinator Building - Each 1 50,000
30,000 gal. Underground Concrete Water Storage Tank Each 1 i 58,000
. . . N " P 2 .
Utilities-Electric/Telephone \ - i Tt )
-3-Phase Underground Electric LF . 5,000 150,000 s
~ Underground Telephone LF - 5,000 100,000 \
Pull Boxes Each | : - a 1,500
7 ; A 7
Utilities-Heat . s » - ™
2 CIJIJ gal. Propane Tank, fencmg, piping to building Each ) b3 ¢ ok 14,000
Campground * k ) = Ty i
eomfort stations, loop road, parking, w/uulmes - Unit ¢ 50 375,000
p Y g . . -
Maintenance Area - N s
Building ' 4 SF 4,000 540,000
6' Chain link Fente - LF 1,000 - 27,000
Housing G > - x 4
Duplexes, 2 bedroom units* Each 4 1,000,000 e
*, Auto Service Station y ,
w auto service/pumps/parking Each 1 350,000 \
? Road . ) v i : = s -
Asphalt mad 2 lane ! Mile 1 825,000
Cnuarumun wn, mtcml, and qu- P . s,m’:.mo i
Mhﬂngndmmmm Services/Project l‘h.n.ning - 1,231,000
. y { - I ‘\ ¥
“.  TOTAL 4 ’ B - 10,259,000
R = . 4 ~ \ ~ 7
5 - S
- L ™~ ~ 31 I
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National Park Service, Rocky-Mountain Region

% -Susan Garland Editor
-~ Lori Kinser, Visual Information Spema.hst

’ Chnstopher C. Marvel, Team Captain/Project Manage(

- Weonnah Skye, Outdoor Recreation Planner
~  Barbara Booher, Indian Affairs Coordinator
Irv Mortensen, Supermtendent Badlands- National Park

. I_cshe L. Siroky, Architect ~ .\
VA -
.f ) ; : /
~ 'Oglala Parks and Recreation Aqtl{ority

Alex White Plume, Executive Director
Herb Wounded Head, Planning Coordinator
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Oglala Lakota Natlon

- - ‘Box H 7

Pine Hldga -South Dakota 57770
(605) 867-5821 , : T ,
- Fax: (605) 867-1373 < :
- - s - - - A ) 4 N s N I .
Wilbur Between Lodges - i : : s . ® g ’ -
PJ'BSM/ T s / d - : 7 o = e ‘
MelV.LoneHill =+ S ; | A | " =
Vice-President - = = K . 3 i <y Office of the President
T B. Two Bulls Lo . - / Wilbur Between Lodges
* 7 : . 4 s - Wicahpe Wanbli
Secretary. S - | Fa ;TP
Crystal . Eagle Elk ' VB : € . i : : . & w
VIR IAERIRTE, e, muax September. 12, 1994 T o ‘
Phillp Under Baggage ' c T - ‘ '
Fifth Member » ) : = : Y o g e #

7 _Chairman ' b I S |
' Oglala Sioux Parks & Recreatlon Authorlty ) : o s ~
PO Box 570 e 8 : - I I

Kyle, SD 57752 j - T T

Attn. Edgar Fire Thunder

Dear Chalrman, UL S P ) _
'Reference 1s made to you request for a letter of Support regardlng
your proposal to erect a Visitor’s Center in the South Unit or in
the general prox1m1ty of. the Natlonal Monument. . x 7 . © : P

*

5

In the 1nterest of creating economic opportunity and employment for
_our._ Tribal membershlp, we submit herewith this “Letter of Support“ .
to your Organization’s effort to locate such a Visitor’s Facility 5 g
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. In recognltlon that we are
the largest Lakota Reservation in the nation, it is only fitting
‘that we should posses a facility that we could be proud of and to
tell our -history from our perspectlve, the Lakota perspective. LR

-

If you have any questions or concerns please call me at (605) 867- . TN
‘5821, ext. 220, ' , | : _ "
-Slncorély, 7 o L _ LI
Wilbur Between Lodqe;§;7’##- r._. ~ 7 " (2 | o o
President - R -
OGLALA LAKOTA NATION J J o & , B
. _FBL/mw X _ iy ’.' ! o L V. _ ; {

xc: 'OST Parks & Recreatlon Authorlty
file - 5 : -
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) STATE OF SOUTH. DAKOTA ~ - -, . .
. \ " . —— oE . ol —; ’ . ’1 - <3 " v . ’ i ‘\\\
_ A T T T A T P EXECUTIVE'OFFICE .~
o & # s ' p 7 - o 2 © - STATE CAPITOL e
/ s Ty o o= ) e -~ = MERRE ‘SOUTH DAKOTA -
AWALTERD.MILLER — ~ . oot o ' < 2% 375015070 ¢ %
JGOVERNOR . ° ot T e T(605) 7133212 -
L _— L s : - P : i om S )
Lol 0 September 2,21994 S R -
o r_ i sy \'..k .-_\" e ) L ’ | - \‘: % -
YE ‘ ‘- - } T, - Dl
3 % H { “L - ] f !‘ \
/ Secretary of tHe. Interlor s N 1w J B -
Main Interior -Building =T s ‘. ; =
18 "C" Street,-N.W. - 4 v F Mol Aa W o8
ﬁ.Washlngton, DC 20245' ) B oy T e g L
pear Secretary Babbitt: ~ - | . T, "f_h' RERETE P
' The Oglala Slogx Trlbe is currently worklng together e
“with the National Park Service to locate a Visitor's _ -~ .~ g
Center/Museum on the Plne Ridge Indian Reservatlon._ il N
,_' _ A visitor's center at-the South Unlt of- the Badlands i
g . Nat10na1 Park will educate the- members of the Oglalac81cux oy e @B
\ Trlbe/and v151tors “to the area preserving the-rich =~ = o ,
-~ "heritage of the Plne Rldge Indian Reservation. . "~ 7 o
B, & o X 7o w T .
The center/museum will create\much needed. emplcymenti -
‘~fcr tribal members. . | ) : N ;o o
g I support thelr’efforts and. ask that you take lntc ey
con51derat10n the "importance and need of a VlSltor s . o A
' Center in this area. - PR y g = R
- e = Mo . N ~ -3 » (‘ R 5 ¥ " ”
\ i s wn o @ wy R : S ~ i
g a° O — » Sincerely, | IS < L S i
£ Tu B o . ey G A y
o W ) o .
- - ’-' £ - 7 \
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APPENDIX B

' 'RESOURCE INFORMATION - - - and’36 degress in January, )
: By % T o corresponding lows are 63 degrees and
» © 7 12 degrees. PreC1p1tat10n averages about

B . 16 inches a year, mostly as rain in Apnl
The ‘area hes on the unglac1ated - through July. Winter precipitation is.

, Missouri Plateau section'of the Great . _mostly show, but because of gusty winds,

_ Plains physiographic province. It is- " large areas are blown clear and sizable'-
_characterized by flat to gently sloping - - snowdrifts can accumulate at wmdbreaks
grasslands.cut by wide; shallow; terraced- in road cuts, and gullies. + =~ -

“valleys of the White River and its - - f <

. -tributaries. This is a particularly scenic 'Fossils of the Cretaceous Period, and the
part of the White River Badlands whose . - Eocene and Ohgocene Epochs are - S
gentle slopes-are dramatically-dissected -~ “exposed by erosion in the area.

by steep- gulhes, ridges, flat- topped ' Numerous maminal fossils of the Eocene
“buttes, spirés, and pinnacles. Most of ~ . and Oligocene are of special interest.
these had _significance to the Lakota and =~ - . They mark the time when mammals had
landmarks are specially’ referenced by _achieved the size and species diversity
name. Topographtc relief varies - - - necessary for-dominance of the

~ considerably andcan often exceed 295~ - .. ecological niches left vacant by the - ;
feet. Local rock strata are largely . demise of the dinosaurs at the close-of
variegated clay paleosols (fossil soils), 7 the Cretaceous. The area, mostly within
that are easily eroded-and produce 5 Badlands National Park, is known

.. spectacular visual _effects. T ‘worldwide for its wealth of mammalian

T . . “fossils and their 51gmf1cance in

_Mixed grass, prairie spec1es such as ' evolutmnary history. - _ 3
western wheatgrass, blue-grama, buffalo ; _ ' :
grass, and green needlegrass dominate
the rolling uplands and gently sloping
south- and west-facing slopes: Woody
draws containing gréen ash, skunkbush
sumac, American plum, chokecherry, > birds and about 25 spcc1es of reptiles
currant, woods rose, and snowberry are ~~ and amphlblans have been recorded.

, common in the dra,tnages; and.on- - : < _
moderate to steep north- and east- -facing De\_sptte-the presence of -nurnerous o
“slopes. Rather dense stands of Rocky species of plants and animals, the park is
Mountain juniper are often found on . not a complete ecologiéal unit; its
stéep north- and northeast-facing slopes relatively small size and elongated --

All of the evaluated 51tes he mostly in conﬁguratlon will not support the
prairie. restoration of Iarge carnivores; such as
the prairie wolf or the grizzly bear. Still,

' Natural Resourceé '

v

Wlldhfe in the park includes mule deer
pronghorn blghorn sheep, bison, black-
tailed prairie dogs, coyote, bobcats, and  _
small rodents.  More'than 200 spemes of -

3 — [

The climate of the area is typically
~ continental and semi-arid. The average
hxgh temperature is 93 degrees in July

. I'ClI'ttI'Odl.lCthll of animals once native to

the South Dakota prairie has been under

. way for over three decades Bison were

- A
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brought back in 1963. Twenty-two ~ >
Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep were -

reintroduced in 1964. This band has
increased tenfold and is colonizing as far

_.south as the Stronghold District of -

o~

.

Badlands National Park. "

Cultural Resources - =

No sites within- Badlands National Park
have been nominated to, the National *
Register of Historic Places, though
several may qualify. -The Fog Creek
-area is a likely candidate site. -
Nominations will be made and the sites
~protected in accordance. with the Act of -
March’4, 1929 (45 Stat. 1553).
Vertebrate fossils are protected under - _ -~
the park’s 1929 legislation, and cultura] 7
resources are covered by the . - -
Archeologlcal Resourccs Protection Act

"'LAND USES AND TRENDS
Businesses serving_ travelers may be
found along the way51de asone :
approaches the park via I-90, and inthe .

. nearby towns of Phlhp, Interior, Kadoka,
and Wall, whose summer._economies
- depend largely on tourism. Seventy
percent of Badlands National Park i is in

_ the Cedar Pass area."
Reglonal recreatlonal opportumtlcs
include the myriad-private and public
water-oriented facilities concentrated
along the Missouri River reservoirs to
the east; and in the 1.2 million-acre :
Black Hills National Forest to the west..
Other Black Hills attractions are found
~ around Sheridan Lake, and Pactola and °

- Deerfield Reservoirs. The National Park ~
Service administers-five units in the
Black Hills and adjacent prairies: Devils

P N

{iad

_ Tower and Jewel Cave National
Monumems Mount Rushmore National
Memorial, and-Wind-Cave and Badlands
National Parks In 1991 these NPS umts
‘attracted over 5.8 rmlhon visitors.
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-VISITOR USE ANALYSIS

-

_Badlands National Park

Y

Approximately two-thirds of the vehicles _

“entering the park come in through the
northeast entrance, follow-the Badlands
Loop Road, and exit through the -

Pinnacles entrance. Almost all of these '_

bring visitors from states east of the park
with Minnesota, lowa, Wisconsin, and
Illm01s predominating. Less than 3% of .
park wsuors are mternanonal

Smce 1962 (exceptmg 1979 1980“ and /
1985) recreational visits have exceeded
one million éach year. In 1973 a then*
record 1,400,000 visitors were counted
when U.S. 16 traffic was detoured N
through the park during the construction
of I-90. In 1991 & new record was -
established with 1,530,496 recrcatlonal
visits to_the park.

_ Few visitors stay overnight in the park.
Most énjoy the scenery as they drive
~ through, stopping occasionally- for a.

" - wayside exhibit at an overlook or to take

~

\

~_photos. Others walk the self-guided

. ‘trails; perhaps one-fourth tour the Ben-

Reifel Visitor Center, which is open
daily except on Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and New Year’s Day. Peak season is

- June 1st through Labor Day, during

which-the Ben Reifel Visitor Center is -
open from 7 A.M. to 8 P.M. The Cedar
- Pass Lodge is open from mid-April
_through late December, and the White

River Visitor Center operates early-June

through early-September.

- Shoulder season visitation s substantial

and growing. . Winter visitation is very

much weather-dependent.
X I ’

N 3 2 )

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation

Although more than a million travelers -
visit Badlands National Park each year,.

' . the economic benefits are realized

N\

. 43

primarily in Kadoka, Wall, Rapid City,
and other locations along, Interstate 90-in
the form of lodging, food, fuel and ~
miiscellaneous expenditures. A very
small portion of the "tourist dollars" are

" spent in the South Unit of Badlands

National Park or on the Pine Ridge .
Reservation. Up until this point, the
Pine Ridge Reservation has neither ~

_sought nor received recreation visitation
.or'use. A connection extending south -

and west from the park could be

“developed into an efficient link with the |

Black Hills. Further, a recent proposal
sponsored by the states of South Dakota

-and Nebraska to construct-the
~ "Heartland Express" connecting

Interstate 90 in South Dakota with -
Interstate 80 to the south in Nebraska is
a significant undertaking that could
positively impact population flows into
the western Black Hills and adjacent
areas. If a loop was developed \

connecting this undertaking with the -
. Badlands to the north and Buffalo

Gap/Hot Springs to the east, increased

 tourist traffic may be realized.
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