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Bent’s Old Fort was one of the significant centers of fur
trade on the Santa Fe Trail, influencing economies around
the world. Built by brothers Charles and William Bent and
their business partner Ceran St. Vrain in 1833, the fort was
the leading industry west of the Mississippi in the early
1830s. For 16 years, Bent, St. Vrain and Co. managed a
prosperous trading empire. The Fort was located on the
Arkansas River, the international boundary between two
countries, Mexico on the south side of the river, and the
United States on the north. Strategically located on an
established road, it helped pave the way for the occupation
of the west by the U.S. Army, and was an instrument of
Manifest Destiny and the invasion of Mexico in 1846.

By 1849, the trade which had made Bent'’s Fort prosper
was deteriorating. Local bison populations were in decline,
cottonwood groves were wiped out, and the lives of the
Plains Indians had been disrupted by trade and the growing
stream of settlers, gold-seekers, and soldiers during and
after the Mexican-
American War.
Clashes with the
Plains Indians had
become more
frequent, cholera
was sweeping the
area, and William
Bent's first wife and
three brothers had
died. Some theorize
that he tried to burn down the Fort in 1849. In the early
1850s he constructed Bent's New Fort 40 miles downriver at
Big Timbers, near present day Lamar, Colorado.























































Bent's Old Fort National Historic Site was established March
15, 1960 by Congress, and reconstruction was completed in
1976. The reconstruction is based upon original drawings,
historical accounts and archeological evidence. The Fort is a
faithful reproduction.
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