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FOBEU/illD 

':i:hO follmdn::; O.<l.:·:d.niotrati ve hictory of Dlaclc C~.nyon of 

t'l10 Gnnnison Hutiona.l Eonumont is based upon a vuriety of 

sou1~cea. I:o~t ilnpol"'t~'Ylt, perhaps, have been the docw:lcn·i;ary 

Illutcriclc on Bla.cl·: Ca.Ylyon at lJutionoJ.. Al"'chlves in trlushi..rteton 

end tho va.rioua nonthly rcpo~ts a:i; Dla.ck C~1yo~ftsoli' un.d i..."'l 

tho Supcl"'intonc.'im"lt ts Oi'fico o."i:; Coloruc!o Hational Ho:m.1..ment (nou 

Cul"'cco.nti 1 Colorado U.."ld Black Co.nyon in Eontro se). TI:w rJon'Ghly 

repo1 .. ts include repo1 .. ts lTJ the rru1gors (both l1o~--th o.nd South Rm 
'. 

·in so1:-1e co.sos) 1 ropol~ts ·by· tho supot-rvism . .,y l .. ru1cors, rcpol"'ts by 

tho f>"Uperintonclqnts, and :;,r>ocial 1 .. opo1 .. ts. Also a vuluable 

source of ini'orl~l[>. tion have been tho rcsicna.l ne-:·;rspa.pol.,a1 

ospcci[>.lly the old !·!ontro:Jo Ento:-.priso and tho conte-.::lpor~ 

ancl books havo boon rof0rred to,. and po:Psonul col!E:!lli'"lications~ 

both tirittcu and verbal, '·ritih sono of the hist;oric fictu~ea 

associated idth Black C:::..11yon have a.ffol.,ded a.11 enrich-lent of 

no histol .. Y can b a complete, and this one is no e xccp·i;ion. 

Ho~mvor, tho bl.,oo.d canvas has boon p aintoC: :t'or Black Cn.nyon, 

ui th nany of tho r;mjor .?nd 1~1inor do tails sketchecl :in. Years 

uco Assistant SUporinte..""ldent Po.ul R. Franko nnmt have looked 

for~m.rd to that iJ..[>.y wbon this hietOP'J uould be cor:1pilod •••• 

"P.cr~cnber," ho l·Irot~J the tuo r.Tonurnent rancors ~;ho in 1938 uc~a 

Hriti.% the nroa.'s monthly repol"ts, "tho 11~rrn.tivo l.,cport is 

also the bi story Of the I:!OnurJent_ and years later it t-rill be 

ncce S!J 0.17 to ref or to it. 11 
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THE I:."DIA:·; PB.lUODl 

Indians had never exerted t.!Uch di l'cct inpnct on the 

country Hh.ich eventually uas to bcco:.le I3l~c1~ Cc.ny~n nutiono.l 

i;onu.r::oat U."1d indood uoro lone cono by tho t.ino tho HonU:."':lcnt uus 

.Cl"oa.tod in 1933. This, houovol"', ho.d been thoir roaln for 

gonol~o..tions bofol"e the penetration of tho f'il"'st libi to non; al'ld 

at loast tlio Utos t clcln to the lnnd uus to have llll .indirect 

si[)1ifica..'l1.co "t·rhich hus linr;ored years o.ftor the J..:.q_st Indim1s 

eli se.ppom"'od. 

Ob11-.iously there Hero abo:oi[;ines in the urea, if' not. o.tOtha 

canyon itself, pl"'ior to tho advent of tho Utos. li'olson speo.r 

points ha.vo boon found in the rer;ion1 D...L"1d thoro a.ro liC...."1Y ancient 

pictocro.phs and potroclyphs. Cm"'tainly a FrO!'wnt culture· 

existed rc[;ion.."llly, llhile nunel">OUS (30-!~0) rock shelters nra 

!-:noun lThoso oriein is obscure bu.t uhich at o:ny rate o.re ~ 

Pt.toblo. 2 Unfort-unately for the history of the nonur!lOnt 1 fm-r of 

tho n.bove finds uero nc.do .uithin its bou..."1da.rios. 2a 

'llhe Uni vorsity of Colora~' s Antln"'opology Dopu.rtmont hns 

ca1"'l .. iod out an a.rcha.oolosicaJ. rocon.."1aisaa.nce in the U:nco:sJ?o.hcre. 

Valley 1 V-s ·t-tell as east of the 1:onumont in tho vnlley of the 

Gu.-rn1.izon niver uhich uill be inu..'l'lclated by rescl .. voir v;ator; c.nd 

·these findings should be uvailubla in late 1965. fut regarcUoss 

or nou finds, no ea1 .. lior Indic..n group ·ui.ll supplo.nt the Utes in 

ter:·:s of l .. oGionul. ix1portance. · 

Lincuisticnlly, tho Utoz, like the Paiutes, Hol•e Sl1o:::l~onoo.n 

nnd fnr·chor back uoro rola.tod to the Uto-Aztocan stock uhi.ch also 

cuvo rise to tho Aztoc, Pir.1a., Pnpaco, Hopi, and COl-.le..'Ylche. Tho 
/ 

l 
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Fnc0o" or "Black !r..<;li:J.ri4.'1. 11 Tho Utes coJ..led tb.c1-.sel vee · 1!1Iunt t z, 11 

I 

z:ae.:u-;;_"i.nr; 11The · Pc..-ople 1 
11 o.nd the mountain. CO'antry 'til:-;..i.ch they occttpied 

associa-:ed uith tho rao.cl: C~yon urea boinG the u~compcl1sro or 

'l'abeQlnche (prono·~mcccl Tr.'!Jc~,ratcli) brnd.3 'l'hczo L"'ldic.ns spent 

their ~linter~ nlons tho Unconpabgre (o-riciP.nlly "Acc.paco.d•r, 11 

noc.nins "1-thore tho red light sbines on the uatcr; u4 the vdtley 

of the Ur..compcl1.[;..'"1.''0 "1clS knm·:n a.s tho 11Valley 'of ?ounto.ir..s II) and 

G-,.l4'1!lison (=Tomich!) .Rivors bett·rcen presont-C::.1y 1:ontrose U..."ld 

Gr~d Ju...'lction, ospccia.1..1y in Shavano Vnllcy ~outh of l"·~ontrose, 

tl"t:.VCli:'lg into tho hit;hor L;ount,c..in countr-y in pursuit of door 

, ~ ,..,.. ... • Tl • . t• . J' t t and other e;o.y~ <.~:t.t;;'J.ng stu:nors •. l. us t-ro.s 1:o~r no~n con uc 

ui th Blc.cl~ Co.nyon, Hhich uJ.s knot-.'Il e.n thl) 11plc.ce of: hieh rocks 

:.L'ld nuch Hater. u5 '.?hey ucro ~<:oro or loss uru'!de:l.,orn i..v:. bistoric 

ti1;:os, a...t1d he~1co it is diff::i.cult to nesoss tho c.boricina.l 

populu t;ion of tho Cl .. 0UP. It hs.s been c~titw.tod ut frm.~ 1000 to 

3000 indivi1ttnlo o.t the tir.-10 0f .f:trct co:1toct uith uhi·bes; ir.. 
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18t:.5 it uo.s c::;tino:cod o.t !~,500, 5000 in 1850. 

Pl .. ior to conto.ct 'I.·Iith l-thi to nan, tbo Uto3 c.ro prcnm1od to 

h~vo boon villacc-duollinc sodcnto.ry Indians, olthouch not 

asr:!.cultur:.Uly inclined· liko tho Pueblo Indic.11s to tho south. 

Ti.:CY 1-rcl .. o o. t:ioun.to.in hunti.."1[; tl .. ibe, ~1oll I:nOim :Col~ their 

Jtt,."1ipol .. , pin.c, or o•chor no.tive uoods, ucro six-.rooters, tho 

al~ ... .,ous t•·:o to four .feet lone, v.o.de of shrub brm1.chos such o.s 

serviceberry tip")cd i.-Tith flint or obsidinn, lator t-tith l:lotal. 

A coed Uto h.w1.tor could sl;oot n.rrous c.bottt c.s faot us a 'Hhite 

na..-"1 could shoot bUllet::> from n rovolvor, uith dc~dly uccul.,acy . 

up to 200 foot. 
. .1 d pr:!.nc..rJ. y an 

'.?110 Utes ~5-=::<~J' hm'ltcd ~or deer" l .. n.bbito, secondarily 

fo1 .. elk, antelope, end bichorn shcopj and these f'oro.ys 

undoubtedly took thmJ to tho viciniti'J of 31u.cl: Canyon. Thoy 

Hero superstitious, houover, n...Yld believed that no ono could 

foll~r the river thl .. ou[;h its clc.rk cho.s:.n un.d co:.-::o out alive. 

Hence., thcil~ activity pl''e!Jtl!1S.bly ·uas restricted to the riPs, 

vTherc their sca.ttcrod m ... ti.fucts havo been found, und this 

o.cti~-i ty uas only on a pcrioclic ba.sis. There nc.s a_'tl In.ditm --
trn.il into Rod Rock Canyon, and tho :main crossing oi' the ri vor 

was dona at thn.t point,. uben necosco.l'7'• 

ITc::n:u::linc that tho I-ionunont aroa vro.s printu .. ily usod as a. 

ca::mul hnntinG crou.."ld durinG sur.r:Jor and full by tho Utoo, it ~is 

intorcstins to. conjecture on 'tho huntinG techniques uned hero. 

Door, ths COr.!LtOU biC (;c.rto1 !:1U)" haVO been ki~lod in 0. drive, 

lil:o th!!t unod uith bicon on tho Grout Plains. Tho anii:1als 

\101"'0 clrivcn into deep pits vrithin snr;ourush or·othcr b!'"u.sh 
# 
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cnclom.U"'CS c..ncl then nlau~htorcd. R0!:1C.ins or \·lhn.t r-:ay b.o.vo boon 
- uill'l "' a s . an e se·H1ere- ~"~~-"' , .· (- "(1' · e -'-r ~ 11 ) d 1 1 · · 

dc01 ... c~1clo~uro~ h:.'..Ve ocn i'ound in tno ~or.1.)oat Point c.roa on tho ; " ' . -- -.-:--

cmiyon's lio:oth Rin. Undoubtedly doer ·uo1.,o also huntocl individun.l.J:f~-:-. 

by nt'llld.nc. nabbi to vrcre conor:tlly hunted cort·:!unnlly. 'I'hcy 

HC:!.. ... c driven into nots, burned out of bl'>'U::lblund covor (us nicht."' 
-

hc..vo hn.!)pc.."'led in tho Black Cnnyon brt.tshhncl)~ or chc.scd u·.i.th 

dogs. Jo.c1: rabbits Uc!•e occasionally htmtocl on hol .. :Joh:.!.cko 

The neat or o.nirwals !d.llo~ Hould bo cool:od ovc1 .. coals, 

b:"'oilcd1 or j el .. lcod. Ro.bbi t moat, to bo boiled, uus put into 

\·:atcrproof baskets in lil.lich tho \·later uas hoc ... tcd by hot l .. ocks. 

Tho broiled cntraila o:r tho larger r:~arnr:luls uora connidorod 

dolicc..cies. So110 hi<los and !:noked neat uere tul:on to Del1Ver tho 

la.ti;cr }1..nJ..f of tho last centi,n .. y for b~ .. ter • 

Tho Utes, u.nlil~e tho Pucl?lo Indi..'Uls to. the south, nude 

cm-::o uso of. fish i'or food, though apparently doing linitod or 

no fisbing uithin the. con.fino s of tho Dlo.ck Co.riyon out of 
·-

dcfcrcnco to superstition nnd in"lccesnibility. In tho vu.lloys 

to nOl"tll and south, houovcr 1 fish r.!ay rove be on C<:'..USht in 

. ,, , . ,_ t . -'-1 t ~ ~ b • l .. \.J'J._c..t.OH uoJ..rs or. SLlO WJ..~.~ 1 aiTous, oa on. .~.resn Ol" o:. cc., or 

, boned U..Tld driod i'ol" uintcr uso. 

'r'na Utos uero not agricultural Indians and t;1ada rel~~.:liively 

little usa of pls:~t r.w.tcrinl as food. The-.:r did partake of i'rttit 

in sen:::;on, errpocially the o~l ... Viceborry and chokochel'TY Hhich 

nbound in tho ca..."1yon o.ron, probubly used the GD.rlbol 1 s oa.k 

a.corils, yucca fruit, co:.-;las and other roots, tr.:.e lu~'go so0ds ot 

rico Gr:.!.ss, tmcloubtcdly othor plant D:n.torio.l us ucll. For 

OX;)!:lple, thoy us·cd Hicotinml attenuata. for tobacco. Spocio.l 

basket:; 'HCl .. o r:1n.do for colloctine o.nd rnucosoing plunt nate;rials. 

-- i 
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baakot::; in Ul1dol~Cl"ound r>i t~. t:n:o!-wchcrrico uoro often. ~a.d1:cd' 

Hi th tho pit3 ru1.d .lr:tcd into balls for lutol" uoe. .:·o:r:.iicun, 
. . 
a. uintol .. nta.plo o:r the~ Indio..:.is 1 \'Hlo ma<lo fro:r.1 dried sol"\riC()-

' 

bo:"Tien or cholwchol"'Pico, f' ~t, . o.nd vc;.1:i.oon, i'ol"T.!Od into blocks. 

Pinyon nu.ts twro 1L."1dcttbtecll.y usod by locu.l Indians, being 

purchcd in hot anh.es and then ~hellcd. fillY grinding of' nuta 

and ~corns Hn.s dono by noons o:C nctn.too 01 .. nori;!'..rs und. r:1ullora, 

a G·Pcut Bn.sin tcchniqa.e. 

Hith tho av.:cilo.bility of Spmish horses by at loo.ot 164o, 
tho Utos UCl"O a.ble to r.:n.l:e huntil"...g forays into tho bison 

country of t!lo Great Plains, and their r:1a.tcl .. ial 1 t!;.ouc:ll not 

oocial re"l<l rolir;ioun, culture boson to a.ssu.T:lc tl!e na.turo o£ 

the pln.~ns tl .. ibcs. As a case in point, tho J.c.nco, n ~even-foot 
I . j • 

stocl: tipped uith flint, c~o into use both for htu1ting U..'l"l.d in 

uar. ~he que::>t ufter bison bl"'UG-'ht the Utes into conflic·c uith 
/ 

tho Al .. npuhoos und Cheyennes~ und fre<luont cl{ir.pishcs took plo.co. · 

Tho ·utos ·uero consi dcred brave end e:~collont Ual"r:i..ors, alert 

also ui th the No.vnho, Kim-Ja, Apache, Cor:~m1cb.e and S'loshoni • 
• 

Lccu..l1y, thc1 .. e developed occu.::d.onal u:1tagonimn hotuoon Utes 

and o.'llcl .. oaching t-.rhitc.s, os:n~cio.J.ly in tho second hell' of tho 

last ccn.t'Ury. 

Cl~ir;inn.lly, t."'1.o Utes livod in tepeos ccverod ui th elk v.ido 

oJ.~ ill brunh-covoro:i fl?Drld. \·Tickiups, tho lntter ospocic.lly dt.U'ing 
. 

sun:.JOl" montht>. As thcrJ began to nssu.;•no Groat Pla.ins t~a.ito in 

2ator years, thoy bec[ln using bir.on hides for tepees. Tho Utes 

Hcl.,c notorioucly pool' tepee buildoPn, thoir nic!mcno ar.1ong 

ncichborinG triboa being "lbd L:>dc;en. "· Their topcos uore 

/5 
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s:.:a.llcl" tha_~ mont Gro~t Plnins tepees, lri th f'ouol"' u:1.d shortor 

polos, ~ lc..rz;o!' m:~o!·:o bolo, ~Yld u hichor door. 'i.1J.:1o fo':.L"1.ut'.tion 
• 

fo1• the topoo \JC.:J .:'our r:olos, uou.Qlly of u::.:p~l t-rl~ ch t-:ou.ld 

ol-:;vcn poles f:cr s;.!:p:io:::-t or tho coitorinG ~nd ti-m poles to 

rc~'111at~ tl~e s::2oko hole. Sinco tho Blo.ck Cc.nyo:1 ~csicn uaz 

U."1clo~btodly used for trc.nsiont hU!""!tir..r;, it soe!'ilO tL"1likely · 

thnt o.ny c:-:ta1sive topoe •fillagco v1Cl.,o e·~l~r pi tchod hcl .. 01 but 

brush u5..cldups r::c:y llc'1. vo been uccd. ~ Cortr:.iuly in tl~o v:llleys 

to north and san th L~th to='~s a."1.d uicldups l!O!'o ar.1ployed1 

end tepee rin;;s have been l .. opol"ted not too fs.r !ro:1 the 

;;'o~ clol:;!.linr:; in the e!)::.:•l'; da~to tl1e Utos dopcndod upon 

dcor, elk, ~:1tolope 1 and no<.1.:.'1"t!li...'1 sh~cp hide~ end rab~it pelts. 

Strips of :."'~obit f"o.lr ucro sc~;n to0 otho:- to !ao.!w t-:rups end o.loo 

r:ude into clothine. Tb.e flrosh was ror.:ovcd Hith :"'ou(;h 

ui til uot dool'l bl.,ains, and f in!llly ft';:ol:od or softc::1.od by pou..'"ll ing 

\-:i th a stone • 

The non ,.;ol"e shirts or robez, deorsldn lo'er.;incs, broech­

clout:J und olk!ddo lJoccc.s::.ons UP..lesa on \la:P rn.id~, l·rhon thoy 
'-../ 

'.·Foro only tho bz•coch-clouts 'c.ncl r.:occnsi..Yis. Hca.d r;cur un.o 

uorn oal:r at ccrc::.onialo. The h.aiXl, ncvor cu.t. hu.:.lC in 'b.J'o 

bra.ids on thoir che:Jts. Tho liO:JCll \!Ol~o bel ted lc:.l.tho=:t GO~rn.o 

/6 
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bo.::~l:ot c:;.ps. Tho:f 'h"0!'(1 their lmir ilnbr·~idod. Hith the 

avail::th::!JJ.ty of ht.::'f1).lo, th(!.t hic1o cr,::.·.1c in.to cor.::.:or. uno for nn.ny 

i to,...1s of clothir-[j, ouch o.s nocco.[d.no r~o.u.c fi'On tho bide t.-ur;wd 

For rou~ol:ocpi!J0 1 the Utes HOVO [;OOd b2.ekctn of :.1 variety 

of: :::.J.~os o.nd sl:t..').pos i'l .. Or:l ~r5.llc·H· ~rhc:so us eel for 'H.;).ter lmre 

t·rate~-proofocl ui t!:. 11in;lon pitch, so:-:o of \-i1:ich !~icht ho.vc bet.)n 

obtt:.inod fr"'n tr..t> Blo.cl.: Ca,yon pinyon f)Yovos. t-J'oc1on b<Y.·rls 

vore occaci onvJ.ly ttned, pl,obnbly r.m.do of" cottom-rood. Linitod 

qu:211titics of poor e;rado pottery vrcl .. e nlno uti-lized. Tho .Utes 

ucre ncc~"'"2plinhod at making a -vnriety of lmck:Jlrin ponchos uhich 

Hero often nic-.cly C..ccor.:l..tod. Utonsils such !ls c.-;..rls~ hido 

f;Cl,~pcr b~nclles n""ld k'>..if'o ha:ldlr:n:: uere r::n.d.c of l:ono '.)!'. b.orn. 

flE.o:~ th0 Utes, tho Hor:en n.~do. the clothing, prov'"iticd utensils 

fo;:o tl;o lodse ~nd householc'!1 cook,:?>d t~.e t!cmls, loo!:ort v.f'tol" tha 

~hildre~, o.nd lToro r:~:r~1.rily concerned in Cfi.!Jf-l:'!Oil-:inc. !··:e:: .. rn·tbile1 

the m!l!.J. hu.."ltcd, L'1ade l~aids into O!le;ey tor~ .. itor:;, \T!"'U[;ht 

,, ~ .t. ~ ... f t• J 1 Hoaponz, o.nu. cona.ucuoCJ. f;!OS~ o ne ~ cor01"10!'L!..(l. .so 

!n 1661 the G~~;11i:;on 'bDr..d of tT·ccs Has cl von on t<.Gc'Jl1CY' at 

Honcl "w.n appointed tbc- first f'.(Sent. The Tre.~ty of 18631 

r'~tii'iod the ~1oxt yec.!'1 set tba Unco:::ruhcro Uten on a. reservation 

uhich incl.uc;od tho prcGc::lt n.rco. of th? I~on.UJ.Jent ns ucll Rs o'{;her 

Colo:raclo country 'vest of tho continont.i!. cllvido. Thin treaty, 

si£;'1Gd. uy tE;n of the rl'n.boz;uacho leaders i;:cludtnc; 0"-JJ.,U.YI 

gu:1rc.ntecd that tho Uten1 in oxcl'},:;nco for ln-'l'ld. civo.n up, Hould 

l'ccoi vo from tho fo:~.o1 .. c1 r:;ov~rnn!lnt 150 cntt~.o rtll:-1.nal1.y for 

i'l vc yoc:..rs1 1000 · nhocp a......,.nuc~ll:r for t~·ro yeuPs 1 then 500 choop 

- .... ·--- ·~· ~- ...... _. .... -.--
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• 
pronioc to i'ur:t"i..r..h n. hJ.c.cJ~rr:.nith a;.1d to r;::vo tho hc..nd ~;:10,000 

' 

u year in r:;oocln n.nd ;~10~000 :tn provisionc for ton yonrs. On 

n.ll of the so pJ•oniscn tho go~1crn:::ont <l~f:.1.uJ. tod; 

Tho Troaf;y of 1868 u..."'rl. ted tho U~c bc.:n.d~, c..nd Chief ~..u>uy 

U0.3 P"'"..ned by tho COV0~1!:1ent to hond tho llO.tion ut ~:>1000 0. year 

nc.l..'lry. 6 In Rll, tho Utes l'll1.terod into oicht ti'OD.tie:;; ui th 
during this period. 

tho "United Stu.tos G·ovorr!montA By 1882, nho:::otly ai'tor tho- local 

ro_-;ion h.:\.d boe!'l th~:.:>o1n opm1. to t:hito oottl<r.lC::lt, nor.t of t~10 

Colo::. .. ::-.do Utos had- boon r:~ovod to renc1:•vn.tioas i::1 Ut~h, Jljhus 

cu:.,tailing d~_:,ect Indin.n- ir.fluon.ce 5.n th13 Bl~clc Ca.'1.yon rcr;ion. 

In ::-otl"O Qcc+;, it l70t1.ld 306!:! l:h:oly that the r;.rln usc 

Sisr('nl Iti.J~, south of the lionunent nco.r the \·Iost Poi'tnl of ...... 

tho Gunnison D1.VCl"SiOl1. Tunnel, ro~~ cxclw.neo or sign.c.l i"iroa 

in yom..~n e;ono by; . O.:.YJ.cl thf'1l"G hn.s been nn tmlilwly r1.1Xl0l". th~t 

• • 
tho fire scnr on t;h.o Hol .. th Rin t s F.l:uitlu..Tld "1-1es0- dutos to n 

tl U '- f ..._ • •n• t • 10 ·...,er, t:iOS!J s:.t[?ll.! ;tcnn :l..mpn.ct on 

tho r:o:ltt.:!Cnt C!!m e .lor~ a.ftor the !ndic.ns ' departure. 'l110 Ute 

L'"ldin.n ~ronty of Juno 15~ 1808 I r;ual"C.nteod tho Utes o. 
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ln::.-:.:tr..ns - 9 

Unl~.,.,. o~·i1r-~-~ n;.,. r.C-~· .. C -l·'t"~O <'o1 1 cr•41-.,.. "C•'"', ... ~~ of + .. J.:·'· Ut~ ··-- -JioJ~ ... ..., ........... .,.u ... J.J ., ~.. • ........ _ .• , •• -<..,) t.... """."'\..--J ...., "" 

Indians no a cult-ural croup is b~scd u~)on a. oynthe:Jis 
of ir~fo::~:'!c.t::.·::n1 :'rc:-1 the ~eferencc::! bclmr. 

Fenl ~. R..'ll!Jh L. 
Park. 27 PP• 

1935. Etlm.olocy of 1\oc:cy 1-:or:ntzd~ Uo.tionnl 
ITo.tionn.l Pc.l.,l: Sorvico,. Borl:.:eloy. 

Drichre::, Lillin..."1. R. 1931. Eistor>lai cuido to Colorn.do. 
Colo~'ldo .. so ci e+:--.,. ,-,f' t\·," D ~ n D,-..-:-·.~rt•r OJJ ,_ ...... w I e;. ..• _ ... , '""'··-\i .,11 • 

Ii.l.!'c:-tu. of.' ~~::cr~ c::->..!1 l~tJ'r~oloGY • 1911). !:~rlbocl~ oi' A::c:>icc.n 
In<linna north of He:;r..ico. rur. A:.:1er. Etlmo. Bu11. 30 
{?art 2) •. 

Croplcy1 Gcor3~ I. 
Hondcr-lund 1(6): 

1950. Colorado' .:J r:~~u."1t~in Utc:J. Colo. 
20-2). 

Daniels, nolon Sloan.. 194J.• 
l!·:t3tcm CoJ.!o!. .. ado. I"'I.!X'ru'2go1 

'I'ho Ute Indic.ns of South­
D-u~e.n.:;o Pttblic I..i.b! .. ::"tl.,y. 

D::>Hson, Tho;·.:E.'.e F. 1919. 
o.:)po arc.nce o£ the h'hi te 

Tbe Ute JnC.i~!~S be~:'orc 
1-run. 'lJ!.1.c 1rl.,nil 12 (2): 

the 
5 ... 1o. 

r.cu;lQ.n, Epic I-I. nnd J. A. Jec..ncon. - 191~.5· 'rl::.o Uto Indians. 
D·:n;ve~ t:.rt T:lJ.~r;;ua I·e(-l_flet Ho• 10. 

v.-.-.~.; t.l. p,..,~ .. ,...,..t ln)~'' ~,,.. 
.u. :_·;- II~ •<V-' '-"- • • • ...-~ 1-e ··~~'"' :test 

Oklahoua Press, IJ.on:1an. 

Rorbos-Lindnoy, c. H. 
1/o.? ld' s :•York H!. {5) : 

1907. E::plori~ tho GUl1-Tlison Ca..Tlon. 
9376·<)378. ' 

-r-:-,..f',...... T_nP .... ~ R 1°52 T''"'~~ .,.,.1-'l{ "n~ of' roln"~,., .. ,n 
•A'!.#- \~:,..i.J ..,1..;~\.f.../ J •. .,1 • _L~- .,J...:.. t..~_.. 4,....., a...J1 ,.... -._, J- --·J • 

Stnte ITistorical Society of Colorado, Do~vor. 
$2 PP• 

Jocl:nick, Sidney. 1913. 
of CcloraC:o. 381~ pp. 

Early d~ys on tb.o uostern nlopo 
Csuon-Jn-EQ..t.""'J_)Cr CO:J!fln.Y!Y ~ Dcr:ve!'e 

Lo~·:-io, ?cbort E~ 19.5t:.. Indic.n!:: of th~; ple..in:J. 222 pp • 
1-:cGro..y-Eill Book Co., HoH Yo1•1c. 

I 

Oplcr, Harvin K. 191~. The Southern Ute of Colorado. In: 
!.ccultt.t:-~.tion in s~vc:1 P..::r:~:::-i can I~1.d..i..~11 t~·i bcs, R;.; l:?h 
Linton, editor. A. Appleton-Century, Hou York. 

St:1ta 1-f_iGtol•ic::ll Socioty of Colorc.do, Uto Indian I-~uscun 
e.r •. hi 'tits n~d 1.>r.:.::: !-.::1.-:--e 1 -!:!Q!: tl'•o:J o. 

Stc\-.'~t, 
XVIII, 
6 0~). 
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Inc!i~'.nn - 10 

~ocbroll, HilGon. 1956. '£llo U':.iOS: c. fo::.:•Gotten people. 
307 p;:>. Sc.co Books, Denver. . . 

Zinzc 1 Hobert H. 1938. Tho Uto Indians in hioto1 .. ical 
~ .. olc'tion to I>roto-.i\..";:toco-'l1D.no~n cu).t'J.ro.. Colo •. J.~uc;. 
15(4): 134-152. 

2 - Porr.onoJ. corr:tL"'!icution fron Dr. Robert Lister, Dapc..rt17:c,nt . 
of Anthropolosy, Universit;l of Colol .. udo, ·April 191 1965. 

2u- ':•·:o Foloo::: pohrt o m1d 11 VC.l .. iou.s l~oc1:: in~cl .. iptions 11 uoro 
found on tho north Rir:l nc~r tho I:onm:'!oa t • s ueo·b boundary 
in Scpter:1bcl .. of 1939. - Eonthly Rcpol.,t. 

3 - Later incOl\)0::.-.t>.tod into tho Ei<ldlo 01 .. Ccchotopn. NJ.oncy. 

4 Acc01.,c:ins to Escc.ln.nte, "• •• by the Yutus c!lll od J!!lc~p:::,cc.ri 
(·uhich accordi11e to ~he interp::r.,cter, rwa...11s Lo.sunu 
Colorc.do} boccmso noar its cource thc"!'o is a sprinG of 
red uater, hot and bad tastin[:;. 11 

- :Bolton, Herbert E.~_ 
1950. Po.scru:~.t in tho "t.zildo:rncs~. Utah Hi st. Q..1m. ... 1tl: 
150 • 

5 - Uutional Po..l .. l: Scr·vice Report., Ho .. lcmbor, '1937. ilCR-RB, 
Hutio:ro.l .ArGhives, 

5o.- A Hic1:tl.p sit;o 1·Ias found at th~ 1-rent ond of the iiorth F~im in 
Soptcr.:bor of' 1939, and tmt poles uoro found in Aucust of 
19l}O in thG sar10 gcnerc..l ar~~. Alsc 1 juct C.'-"ldor the 
ri!·:TO ck ovorlool:ing the uest ond of Eostuick Pc.rk a 
possible b"v.rie.l site u-o.s c.iscovereC. in Soptcnbcr, 1963 ... 
Eo:1thly Reports. 

6 - 'i'his treaty guar~1tood. tho Utos their lr.nd 11as long as tho 
riVArro 1-:'.i.~:ht run and u1 .. e"'~O"" ..... ~r.~l"t ,.,.1"0"·r. 11 

- u - • u- .. ...,_ .J -·-"-v ... v- • 

7 - Sao Chapter v, 11Tbo 1-:onUJ:nent Estublis!u-.:ent." 

. ~ ~ ... - ~ ·- -- ~ 
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CHAP'l1ER II 
'fJffi El' •. TIJ~.y 1-I!:IiiOlifl..!~ EXPLORlmS 

Rivcl"U, Ecculanto, Gm1nioon and Fl .. ~·.;ont 

I.f hictory could be rm·n.,itton, it ·t-rould bo r.uch r.;ol"e exciting 

for Black Cnnyon r s to lw.vo hud the first uhi to o;:plorcrs of .tho 

rocion roach tho chn.::n rin l .. a.thcr thn.n r:iOroly ~ldrt tho uplift. 

But rro:1 Hivci•n.•~ entry into tho Unconpubc;ro Vc.lloy in 17651 over 

n century ~-rn.s to pa.so boi'oro history could truthfully l''ccord such 

an ovc~~t. 

Juan ga_r{n. de Rivera •a c:-:podition of 1765 uc.s pl"obably the 

i'irct in tho vicinity of PJ..ucl-: Cnnyon.1 On ol ... dcrs i'ro:m '.ror.::fs 

V6loz Cachup{n, Governor of ncu 1-:cY..ico, the party had left Santa 

Fe searching fol"' oinoro.l" riches_, prospooted the He stern San quc.ns, 

a_'l"}d cvo!1tun.lly cumo doun tho north slopo of the Unco:r.;pul1£1"e 

Pln. teuu into tho rivor valley ncar today' s I-:on.trosc. 

Follo~d.nr.; tho UnconpnllSI'O Rivor northue~t, the ej-:podition 

clci!."tod the HC5torn end or tho Bluck Cnnyon uplif't to the 

ju..'Ylction or the Gu1'u1icon and Unconpahcra Hivors neur tho present-

da:y to:·m of ]X)lta, uhero on tho south ba..'l'lk n.'l'l enca.np!':ent uns 

rn.do in a noa<lmr. 1Io1-.e1 · reporto6ly1 P~vel"U cut a c:t"'ss on a 

11sccond-crowth n cottom-rood tor;other uith his initials r>-'1d the yeo;r 

of tho tl .. ip. Afto:r ~c:'l<ling tt-:o non n.croos tho river {nistalmnod 

f'or tho Colo~aclo) to lool: for Yuta (=Uto) Indinns, Ri vo1-.a turnod 

his croup nround and proceedod buck the uay co had cor~e. 

In lnta SU-rmJor of i 776 FI?unciDcans Pray Francisco Atm10.sio 

Dor.1!n.[;"uez a.nd Fray Sil vostrs Veloz do Ecco.lnnto and their m:mll 

po.rty, uith a. Yuta GUido na..'r:'lod nAta...11noio 11 in hono1 .. of tho loador 

DonfnL'1.lez, cn..>:1o northeast of:f tho UnconpP_hsro PloJ.ion.u and otruck 

tho U~1corjpal1Cro Ri vcr (:::R{o do Sn.n Fr::.:11cioco) about i'i vo r.1iles 

south or present-day Eontrosc. 2 This ua.s not ontil .. cly stra...'1ge 
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Burly L_xplorol'3 • 2 

country, i~1o.::.:::uch a.a tho e:q)ed..ition uao fcJ.;iliar ui th Hi vora t s 

journal o.nd included ono 1:10.11 uho ha.d o.lrontl.y been i...l'l tho m~cn.. 

Escalunto prophoticnlly noted thut uhoro tho expedition .first 

smr tho 1.,i vor 11 
••• • thoro is a r.cn.dmr about throe loncuo s lone 

uith e::collcnt lund !'or cropn, opport;unitios for il"TiGo.tion md 
-

CVOF,/th:tnc 11COdcd f'Ol"' tho 0 stn.bliStro10llt Of U GOOd sottla7~Cllt • 11 3 

'£he next dn.y, AU[:)i.lSt 27, tho p~rty r.;ovod do"t·mstronm uloP...g 

tho ucnt bonk of tho Unconpa.h(;1 .. e River, ui th tho nlo.ck Canyon 

uplift in vicH to tho right, crossed. tho river ~wvern.l t;;iles 

bolou today • s Nontroso 1 and c~~1pod for tho nicht in a cot tor..\·rood-

~· odcod noadou ubout tlu .. oo niles nol ... th of Olathe. Oil the 2l.3th 

tho o:..-pcdi tion left tho ri vel" end cut c:t?o os-cOUJ.'ltry uroun.d the 

end of tho uplift~ strilr..inc the GU...."l.l'lison River (==R:to do San 

Fl"nncisco Juvicr=Hio del Tor1ichi) sovora.l miles twst of its 

jtmction t:rith the north Forl~, near tho sito of Austin. Tho 

eroup cruit)od th:lt night in a bend of tho river t·lhc:r>e thoro Has 

sorJ.e pa3tUJ:>o.ce, nP.Jrtinc the spot nso.nto. nonica; 11 then on the 

afternoon of J..ugust 30 crossed the Gum"lison Rivor "in uhich tho 

uatcr rouchod n.bovo tho shouldozo bladoa of tlio hornos" und 

pl"oCocdod northeast to the Horth Pol"'k of the Gunnison (=Rio de 

S:? . .nto. Rosn de Lir.!a), a.t about the locn_tion o£ Eotchld.ss. Fror.1 

here the expedition crossed northeast over Gr::..nd Hosa, loa.ving 

the Blacl-: Co.nyon area.. 

Tlnts Esco.lanto und his r;lEm circlod r.n.1.ch o:f the Dln.ck Cnnyon 

frot1 south by Hont to north, fording ua.tor Hhi ch ha.d er.1anntod 

rror.o the c;orco; but never roulizod l-Ihat rusced scc.11.or-.f thoy ha.d 

circuru:::cri bed. 
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Ecwly B:·:plorel'S - .3 

tho june tion of tho GUiuioon c.nd Unconpo.h,s1 .. o by /~toino Robidoux, 

Fro:'lcl'~ trn.dor fx·on st. Louis; nnd fer tho short time boforo it 

u;:ts burned by Uton, tho .fort sorved us a. COI".[;rccc.tinc point.4 

D.lt if' c . .nyono fron ·-hero ~e:::tctl .... Utcd to tho Blo.ck Canyon co rce, 

tho event llUD u..11pu.blicized. 

In 1853 Jo'P_'l Hillia::;o Gunnison o.nd his pa.l .. t-y 1 LU:o tho so 

bci'oro, cl::irtod tho Black C~nyon ·uplift but .failed to rcc.ch tha 

corgc. Hm-;ovcr, ir...usnuch an Gur..nicon 's n~.1e is closely nssociatod ' 

uith tho prct;c.'"lt 'Hon~cnt., it is 1\orth dclineatir~ in c;rco.ter 

dotn.il this nun 0.."1d his expoci tion.5 

Jol"!_Tl Hillia..>ns C-unn.ison t-ro.s born on Novc::1bcl.'l ll, 18121 :ln 

Goshon, U0u Eo.r.lpshil?c_, a sr~:a.ll vil1ar;o in tl'J.O SUr..z.poo IIountains • 

In tho s9:r-inG of 1833 he 'HU.s appointed us o. cc.clet at Hcst Point, 

cor::!·:enci:nz his st-ucl..ios on July 1, 1833. t-n1en he gro.clun.ted ~ 

Juno of 1837 a.s Cadet l!o. 892, he re.nJ::od second in hia clues o£ 

fifty. 

Fcelinc tho.t "the intcJ:>osts of: incli \rici.uc.ls sl:ould yiold 

to tho i.nt~H·ost of th~.)ir Cou..:."ltcy, u Gtl.l'l.'"'lison ncccptod u cor::r.:is::don 
. . 

as scco:nd lioutc."'1m""!.t on July 1, 1837. He un~ shortly Ol ... dered, as 

ru1 ord.'1<~"l1co officer., to Flo1,ida. uhore c.t the tir:;e thcro uo.s 

trouble ui th tho Sc:~inole Indio.n:J. D;.u-i..llg the Cvill:'SO or this 

tour of duty ho explored muny of the unknot-m lakes und rivers in 

tbis so::::i-tropica.l t-tildor!:..css. Tho next year he Has transforl .. ed 

to the Corps of •ropocra.phical Engineoro for uhor.1 he cr...rl"ied out 
. 

su.rvoys both in Plol .... ido. £!.....'Yld Georgia. 

On April 15, 18!~1, he nn.rl .... iod H!!.rtha A. D3lony t·rho::1 he had 

z;wt in Goot•gia.. S!-lCl .. tly he uas so-at to Gro~n Bay, Uicconsin1 to 

carey out u aU!'V<>Y of the Hicconsin-J.:ichico.."'l. boundar-.r. no t-m~ .. :_.~ 

/13 



I 

.. 
I 

II 
II 
I II 

I 
I 

·I 

• 

I 

~ 
I 

~~ d . " T 1· I.. . • . 1('' 2 d t. d C:!:~: ... >-l{jC ~11 U 31X!.'VO"'J Ol .;.Jru·.O ;J..C!ll.[jlli'l ~11 L:.J. Cl1 · con :U1.UO 

:rllrveys of tho G::>c~t Lal::e::; in~ 18!~8. 

In .~pr:i.l of 181~9 h~ rocci ved otl.!""pl~i:lc 01'\do~s to proceed to 

His job uas to cm'Z'Jenco a. ~rvoy alone a no~v- und t1!llmmm l"'ou·!;e 

-:>btr:.inins n.ll infcrr,iation possiblo s.oout the 

~.£.1e..'1 tho ca.-qJn.ny left Gunni~on ua.c aick 

23, 1849., n.:1d, ha.vlng recovered fl"'r~ his il h'!.css, t:c!1t up to 

Fol"t Enll and l!!.'ter supcri~te~dod the r)arty ~Jhich e::~plorcd Uta.h 

T.nJ.:o e.nd :!. t3 v!cini ~y over u three-month period. 

· .D.u:-ir..g the ~-rintor of 1849 ... 50, wl:i~'l Gur.niso:~. spent ~t 

Salt Lake City, ho ~a.de u t;·wrou~h study ot! the 1-:omo:a r~ligion 

Ss.int3 in tho Valley o!_ tho Gl .. en.t 5ult Lako." On. occasion he -· 

With tha arrival of apr!.n.z1 G-..m...'Ylison co:Er:cnccd n f:.U"Vcy 

of tho on.ctern clloro or Grout Sn.lt Lalro. BJ the end of Aug-.1~t, 

1D5o. the SUl"Vey t·rus completed and the expedition headed ec.st 

fol" hone. Du: .. ing the cou.r:Jo of thin retur:t trip1 Gu.r .. nicon t-m.s 

thrm·m 1'ro.., his horso a!ld s:lver~ly bl"lllsecl, after his horso had 

boon c.ccid<m.t:-:.lly shot. Othc~tiso tho jot:!'noy un.3 uithout 

:incident. 

}}J Jnnuo.ry of 1051 Gmmlwu una b;).ck ~ n :fashiJ.1.Gton1 onco..gcd 
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in r.1~udnc napa o:f tho oxpodition'n truvols. S,l.b~oq,uontly1 ho 

end Stnnnbur-J cor;p5 ... locl the of'fic~.al report for tho Gl~o[l.t S::t..lt 

r~'lJ~o· expedition. 

At tho close of tho 3~.st Concross in 1852, on eppropri n.tion 

uao no.do for a survey of: n ra~ ... lroa.d route fron the Hizaissippi 

Rivor to tho Pacif'lc OcoM. On l~arch 3, 1353~ Joffcl":JOl~. D~vis1 

then Socrotury of Ha.r, O!'dnl"~Jd such vn c;~pcru.tion. to bo no.da 

t1u ... ·:.>u.sh tho RocJ~ios after a pln..'"l lr.r Scno ... tor E3ntou.. Tho scno.tor 

Md c.dvocntcd C. t!. .. D.l1DC()ntine::-l tal ro.ilroad 1)otueon the 38th end · 

39th purn.llols. 

· Benton tried ~o c~inccr Jobn Chn::.'lcs Frc:~or...t, lus son-in-

appointed Gur ... nioon., ·uho nou held tbe r~"1.k of cn.pto.in. He wus 

ordorod~ by tclcgrar:: fl-.crii J. J. Abert o£ tl:!.C P..Y:'r:.!Y Office of 

Chief Er.cinoers, to ;,!o.ko a nurvoy tbrour;h tbe Hoc!~.f }:ountuins 

by ua,y of the Huer.fo.no !liver, _over Cochotopa Pass "or other 

acccs~i ble pa::"scs," in·to the region of tho present-day Gi.lnnison 

RiV')'J!, the Green River, t-:est to the Sevier River" returning 

north to L!l!-:e Utn..£!1 tr..rmtgh tho Ht?.satch ll::.11go to South Pnsa 

~d Pert t-Jo.shington.. 6 

Thic o:·:pcdit!on outfitted juct belm-r the !:outh or the 

K.?,:r!nns River, abottt :rive r.~iles from h'estpcrt. Gur .. nison 1s 

stuff consisted of Lt. E. G. Beckt·rith, nccond in corz::t1.nd; R. H. 

S::eiipc..;:-d Hor:ra.ns 1 astrono:-:wr; F. Croutzi'eldt, botn.nist; Dr. J£ll-:lOS 

Scl:.icl, uurscon. and ccolczi st; and Chnrlc3 To.plin, wucol'l-:nnst~r. 

In nclcJ.it~on1 thoro ua.~ a ~ilitr~y o:Jcort of tl:i:!. .. ty non-con::!issi.oned 
• officcl"S and l~H3n tm.dor Drcvot Ca.?tdn R. l!. I·:crris. 

/1 
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Tho p~~~ sto.Ptcd out on tb.o Snntn. Po Tl.,xll on Juno 231 

1C_53. Gu.ru1izon hoped to provo tho practico.lity of u \HlCOll 

road across tho Rocki..o::~, nnd to this ond includod in 1,~ s 

cr.:bul[!.nco uhich ovcnttmlly hod to be drmm by four ::mloo, nnd 

a. f our-:,~u.lo c arl.,i~o i'or cnrr-.rinG inc tru."':lcnt So 

Tho m:podition proceeded up tho Al"l::n.nsa.s D.L'Ld llUol .. i'ano 

Rivero, over the SD.11Gl"o do Cristos, ru1d to Fort Easoo.chucotts •. 

.ITore 0..."'1. o.xporicncod G..lide, Antoino Leroux, l13.S procu.rod i'l"O!l 

'laos to loo.d the .oxpeclition uestt·n~.rd out of ·the Sa..."l L1}.is Valley. 

On AUGJ.st 29 -Gu."'111.ioon divided his conp~"'lY into t"1-TO parties. 

r.rho no..in croup hcc.dod uest over Cochetopa Pn.ss uhile Gw-n1ison 

uent north over r.wdor!'l-day Po:::1cb.a Pass to nour tho sito o:f 

S.:1licla. bcf'ol.,O roturnins to rojoin tho larc;ol., party. Incidontully, 

tho nru:lc "Gm1nison. Pan:::. II 'uo.s ci von to Poncho. Pass ill 185.5 by 

Lt. Bcck;.rith. 

Fr~-:t Q!.;;o-o Cochotopn. Po.os the expedition traveled nol"thucst 

toual"9-s tho G"I.L'Ylllison Hi vor, la1m-m to contenpoi•a.r--J e~plol"crs 

such as Gunnison, FrcrJont, and J.:arcy a.o the "Grand Hivor. n Tho 

Utes culled it "·ronichi," tho Spa.nis.'-1 explorer Esco.lu..'!lto tho 

11Rio do 8an Javier." 'l'ho r::odOl'7fl noruo "Gw"11lison n UD.S Gi VO..."'l to 

tho river in 1861 by Govornol" Hillio.n Gilpin, Torl~itorial. 

Governor, \·rbo had conu:1i ssionod the no.ppinc of Colorado. 

By ScptEnbor 61 18.531 the party uas oncm1pod on tho banks 

of tho Gun.."lison Ri vor noa.r preaent-do..y Gmmison. F!"'rl this 

~pot thoy travolod t-tost alone about tho sor.1o routo a.~ tho 

r::oclorn hiclllra.y, ron.chinc Lo.ko For·l( (Rio clo la. ID.ctula.) on 

Soptor:bcr 9• 
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~tcop ·no f:>O.S had to bo uoccndcd ond ~-cG?:Jio.cl doscondc<!1 ono 

do::cont bcinc ovo:. .. 4.000 rcot. At this ,POi..'rlt tho 'I.·Thco1s of the 

uacons hc..cl to bo locked o.nd l.,opcs lTol.,o att~chod to tho uncons 

to l:oop thor.! f'ron ovorttirning. To cross tho Lcl!:o Fork a road 

ho.d to bo con.ztructjod, tho pl'•ojcct tcldng tho r;ro~tol .. pe.rt of 

n day. 

I3oyond Lal~o Fork ucro ravines und mosn.s had to bo trc.vornod1 

before roac!Jing the first bl.,n.nch of Cebolla Cr-oek (Cinarron). 

At this point the cor.1po.ny cn.countot"od sovc1 ... al India."ls, to uhorn 

Gunnison gave presents. 

· Sb.ortly after crooning Cobollo., tho men .found .further 

tro.vol o.lonc tho ri V<fr' ir-:possiblo because of.' the :i.ncreu.si...."'lGlY 

procipitouo canyon 'ralls. Con:Joquontly they tur·ned south'!-TOst, 

reaching tho broad, seni-n.rid Uncor::pallL;re Vc.lloy on Soptcz::bar, 

15. D'~-u:-inG this section of tra.vol the party ·Has under constn..Tlt 

surveillance by tho Uto L"ldiun~, 't·Iho not only f'olloHod tho 

m:podition but cnrtped nearby every nig:1t 1 novcr coasing their 

noi::w-r"lukinr.;. Transportation p1~blor.1s ucro vexi1101 too.- Roads 

had to be col'!strv.cted. U.Yld crossings :made i'or tho Hasons. 

Tho Blo.cl: Cunton, uhich had forced tbo conpn.nyt s detour, 

ch_,m·: tho i'ollouing C01:r1e..."1.t from Bocbrith uith respect to its 
. 

pnssase by tl~ propoaod rail line: 

D•••oDut from the continum1cc1 for so groat a distn..~co, 
of' vcr·tical rock".:r '.>IUlls o.lonG tho river, ~·)o.:u1t3ine from 
80 to 1,000 foot and r.;oro in hoicht, upon uhich the 
ro:."..d r:ust be cc.rJ. .. ied, c.nd vThich cun bo cut only by 
bln.::;tL"l:;, D.nd, i'ron tho ucop side-chas:1s to bo pasnod 
(o.s dcr.:Cl''ibod by Ca.pttY.in Gu .. 'rlnison on the 7th instc.nt) 
only by the ho8.V1est x:'"'"'-~OD..ry, it is evidc!1t that a. 
ra.ilrond, n.ltl:ouch po::wiblc8 cc.n only be con::;trructod 
in tho vicinity of thio section of Gro.nd l"'ivcr, nt an 
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l'.,l'0:-:1 t!1o U::1cor~pabej,"O V:.'.llcy Gu~:!nicon, li!:-o hin p::."cdocec:;orn, 

proccoclcd nJ.onc the Blncl:: Cnnyon uplift n.nd then o:"l north~J"ostunrd 
• 

to tho Colorado R:i.voi" a....~d ucroso ~Jn.na.tch P~ss to tho Sovior Hivor 

0:1 October 17. Ho concluded hero thut a ncu n::d.l and t-dlitlll.7 

route fro:1 T.:>.on via. Fort H::>.ssv.chunctts h~t,.d been n.chiovod but 

that it \·ras r.ot n cood routo fo1 .. n :t>Q.ilron.d. 

In ~id-October an cAplorntion of tho Scvior nivcr count1~ 

'Wln bocun. At nn oncm:pnent about oixtoon nilo:J from Lake 

Scvior on October 24 the cor.1n<.u1d uc.s <.li vided. to fucilitato · 

imrenticution or tho lake region. 

Tl'!e ne::-:t morninG a ar:1ull dotc.bl;;Jcnt incl udin;..; Gur.J.liso.."'l, 

Kern, C~;·outzfcldt, .TohJ.1 Bellous, a croup or noven enlisted 

pcrosorJlel, und l:ol~on guide Hillie:.m Potter loft cmqJ to 

investiGate tho lol~e. r,Ilho znc.J. ue..11t doun the Sovior River in o. 

soutlJ:.;esterly direction for eleven :miloe 1 f'in.n.ll'f encn:·.1ping n.t 

a point whel .. a the stroc;..u flo:ted in t:t..'l"l on.st~·rcot clil'•cction. · 

Sinco entorint; Sevier VaJ..loy1 tho p~"tJ had seen 111.ll-:1orous Indiu...'1. 

siQ1nl fires but expo~tod no trouble from the Indivns1 Dc3~ite 

this .ract1 a Ol.::trd Has r.1a.intainod throu{)1ou.t tho night at the 

field em~. 

Sho1 .. tly after dru·m, so the story cooss a b&"l.d of Pru:vo.in 

Indis.ns .fell upon tho lrhi to nen uhilo n. t bl,cn.kfnst, aurp1":t. sing 

ther.1 ui th rii'l o fire a."'ld nrrous fror,l a nofll'llr.f \-Tillo~: th:tcl::ot. 

Gu.r.niron. uo.s killed by a volley of arrmm ruJ ho 1-r..tchod i':t"'m his 

tc:1t, 3houti:1G to tho India.11s 'to hold thoil~ fire.., tba..t he 't·raa 

their .friend. not a. z:lonbor ol' the e:-:pedi tion ~1c.s o.ble to 

return firo in t:be confusion. 

Fm.u .. Ot;~ar.10d.1 c.nd one of thooe brought nous of tho o.ttuck 

/18 
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bacl: to tho !1~:! CC.::li'. A :tr.J.nncl .. Has dlspn. tc>.cd to S~l t r_,,:.r..~ --

City to_ notify th~ tcrr:i.tcric.l covcrn.o~, t-:hile .:1 party lTUG;_ 
. ~-·-·-· ·-·· 

h~ntily orz:.-..::.izoci. to rctur.>l to the scono of tho m.1bu.sh. 
·-~~ 

Tuon.ty-

four hot:rs la.tor ·the na.s~:::.c:r>c site Wls :r>ov.cl::.od. Scn:ctcrod crbout 

t·rcrc tho bodic::J oi: G-t-..r.:.nison1 !':om, Croutzfoldt, j?otter, Dollous, 

nlr.iont beyond rococnition .b:,- tho Indians Dnd uolvos. Bocuuso 

Of the st.ato of tlw bodies, no atto:.:pt lW .. s r;;udc te bUr'J them 
- ~ ---

a.t ti.2o ti~:o, althoUGh uithin a fc~·1 days they Hero lTJ:.,ied by a 

paocine party of I·iOl~ons. This -i'ailuro to bu.ry tho don.d bocnma 

a soul'•co o£ sevc:po· Cl .. i ticisn d:.triro.G tho i.:lvc::ri;iGation of ths 

So:mc co:::ltrr:lporm~· :ay-stcr-y shrouded tho nttt'..ck. A nurr1ber 
I 

of pooplo po stulatcd that GW.1..Yli::!on 1 s book o:'l tho Hol"T:ons nay 

tho:~!so!.vea, disQlised as IndicnsJ did the kill { .... .g. In 1394 

.. • • -(> t• L\.1! 11 • .. ~ d 7 . c.-."1 !na.ll..:_'l"l versJ.on o. .no r:~n.ssacre t~u.a .t. ... nu .... y coua.J..ne 1 e.:."'la 

cccordine to this version the IilS.sso.cre Haa in l"'oprise.l for the 

ldllinG of a.'l"l. Indian lcador by ~tie:rants in 1853. The detc.ils 

are sufficiently different fl~m tho ucco~~t civc~ ubove to 

-:-:arrant i!wlusion hero.· 

Gw-.. ..U.oon'a par·cy 1-ro.s encountered on October 25 by a bn:.r1d 
---:. 

of Indiel-'lS inclue.iri.g lioshoquop, uho:Je father !>.n.d been ~~ 

r,~dored in 1853. S<>r:1o t me o£tcr :midnic:;h:j tho Indians sur..~oundcd ·. 

Gu:nrdsonts c:1eo.:-.'1pr.lcnt; and i·!i un.s agreed tho.t the attack uould 

becin Ul)On tl-w fil.,i~g o£ a sicnal eun na the fir·st r~yo or tha 

--
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A .feu t:1.inutca boforo zan..riao 1 the cool~ licht eel tho 

co:!."'poral nnd his r.iO!l uero tn.kinc cru:•c of tho horsos sol~iO distance 

um .. 1.y6 uhile Gtmnison uas Hashing his ht~"'lcls nnd .fc.co ut tho 

nearby rivo~. Alol ... tod by tho clicl~ of a. [,Ull hmt:101 ... , Gun."'lison 

uo.s not killed in tho initial o.ttc..ck1 but !Corn, Cl.,cutzfoldt ClJld 

tho cool: Horc. Gtumison e11ptied his Qll1. ut ono o:t: tho IncliO-'Yls 

h.1t i'ailod to hit hin. The corpOl"'etl c.nd a. cor.~pnnion took to 

thoi1-. hor•r.os o.nd escc.pod, nn did nona of tho othcl"'s; D-'tld 

Gunnison, after nscortai:.::d.ng that nothinG could bo dono for the 

r;urdorod non, soucht refuge in a. t-rillo1-1 thicket. 

ScVCl"'O.l hours lo.tor ho uo.s discovered thoro by tho Indim131 

lyinG .full lc::.1gth on tho grn.ss Hith SO\Hn•c..l nrl"o·u t-Iou.ndn in his 

body. Glll1.'1.ison ruined his ho.nds., pn.lms 1..1-p, :L~ o. .dlont o.ppoo.l 

for r.1.ol ... cy. Tho Indivns pl ... osent made no novo to kill tho captain; 

but cuddo.l'ily a.'Yl Indian l"'£megado na."1lod Jir::rrilY 1\nicht a..ppcn.rod on 

tho sceno m1d ui thout u HOl .. d shot hin. 

After tho mancacre1 tho survivinG rae~:1bors of GU!' ..... "1inon 1s 

o:<:podition continued on under tho loo.dorship of Lt. 130cl~rl.th, 

t-rho later prepared tho officio.l report of the ill-.fo.ted ffilrve:r. 

Evontun.lly 1 orders uore ei ven for tho pol"pctl .. o.tors of tho 

r:a~wo.cre to be c.rrcsted a.."1.d tried. Eieht Indinns Hore bl"'oueht 

up for t1 .. ia.l at Hophi City; and thou[jl the judso cha.rgod the 

. j'l.1.ry to- find tho dofcndonto suj.lty or not [.:;uilty of L:mrdoi', 

tho ju.17 o.cquittgd five u..'tld 1~oturncd o. vorc:ict or nnnslo.uehter 

a[;o.in.st tho remaininG thl"'ee, ouch ccntencc being punid1a.blo by 

only t!1reo yearo t ·mpi~i~op..r,lfJnt in the Utc.h pcnitontiur-.f. 

Gunnioon' s ra-.;ainn, nothinG noro thol1. a. foroo.m bono U.."ld 
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a. loclc of.' mir 1 HOl"c b'1.1riC>d in c..n unna..rl..:od Gl .. uvo at Fillr.10ro, 

Utah. In 19;1.L, attended b-.f appropria.to coro:-::onios, a. r.1onuncnt 

Ho.s erected ut this crave. Tho oito of tho mao.::m.cro., L-1Ccm·Thilo, 

had boon r.w.rl-:od for rno.ny yoaro by a juniper poot. On Ho:Jorinl 

Day, 1927, a not-t v.onorial or bla.ck lo.va uuo unveiled o.t this 

oita by tho local. Anorica.~ Locion, Duur;htero of Pioneers, !' . .nd 

})Oy Scouts or /i.'lOl"ico., tha bl .. 011ZO l' ... rroWllGUd-oha:pod inacription 
I 

_:~lute sot to £o.co tho sottL"'lG nun. 

Gur.nison 's namo is t·Toll retnonbol .. od in tho uostcrn country 

throush 't,rbich ho po.oocd.. In adC.i tion to tho GU11.:"'lison Ri vor# 

his 01..11··nc.r1o io associated uith Gmmison County o..."1d its county 
, 

sont, ui th Glli"'1."1iDon Inlm1.d, tho largest in the Gl"oc.t Salt Lako, 

uith tho Glll1.'1icon proirie doc, tho Gunnison sago lily, and 

uith. r.1any othc.n~ places o..11.d thinGs• Indeed, his na.r,1o is inti.r.a.tely 

role. ted to the J.;on.uncnt' s: Blo.ck Cru.1yon of the Guru1i.son Ho.tionul 

I·7onu..""Jent; ond of late hus bocono pa.rt or ono of the South .R.:lm 1s 

nost sublL""'le overlooks, GUP .. ninon Point. Yet neither !'roLl this 

point nor ony other did John Hillia...t;ls G'll.t1.."1.ioon go.zo into tha 

shrouded depths of Black Cmyon. 

Only a i'ei.·t r.:o:1ths ufter the GUn.."licon massacre, in mid ... 

vrintor of 18,541 Jol"t..n Cha.rlos Frc-.u-.ont led his fifth OXlJec:i t ion 

of ~.ront"'"'y-t"t-ro men# including the. i'il"ct official photoerc.phor1 '- . 

solot:on n. Cc-.rvn.lho, over c.ttac..'1ed to Dn exploring oxpodi t:!.on, 

into tho Uncor.'l[JD.hcro Vn.lley. 8 Those c:·:plorors h0:d porloc1icn.lly 

soon si.Q1.S of tho earlier Gunnison party--tho uuson road cut 

throULh tho con.ifol .. s of tho high Rocldes, tb.o crosses blczod 

on trcoo, a.nd uLi[;on trhcol tracl:s on occnsion--nnd eve!l. rc...Yl. into 

Lt.- Dccb·.rith und other 3"UrVivors of Gwmioon ts expedition in 
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Salt Lc..lco City. Ult c.lthoUcll Cn!.-.vulho cid nca.lo a. bc.ld ... toppod 

nou.'l"'ltai~ to :p:lotoo-.c.pt11 :;:to..ndin~ uo.izt-:.loop in tho uintc.I" snou, 

''a p~:1oro.r.w. of tho con·t;inuous rf.Ul.[;es of nountuins around U!!• •• • 

H!!ilc. tho Grnnd Riv<n, [c~lorn.c0J pluncin0 along in m·ri\U. 

sul;li:.~ity throucl1 it::; rocky bod1 H8.G soon '£or tlll!> firnt titio; 11 

thoro is no indicn.tio:::1 that tllis p~1crc.na in-~J.udod u £].irr.:psa 

oi' the Dla.cl: Ca:.'"'lJ"On nbyss~ 

Thuo it t·:no that the earliest cxplorcl"n of uesto1--n Coloru.do, 

like, unfor'b..ma.toly1 nc<.Uy nodorn tra.volors, ca.r1o uithin a pii1on 

jay's flj.ght of th£tl.,ll'1S of Black Canyon but nissod tho spoctacle 

or ono of the I"..:..'l.IT-m·:est$ deepest clofts in tho "t-!orlcl. 
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Ec .. rly l~:.p~.orcl'~ - 1, 

1 -· Eill, Jocoph J. 1930. Sp~'lish o.nd Eoxic::L'1 e:::-~lol,n.t:i.on n.nd 
t:•ndo nortln-rc~t r~on Jrou l!c:d .. co into tho G:t"'cat D:1.nin ... 
1765-1853. Utu.h Hint. Quar. 3{1): 3-5·. Thora aro 
vario.tio~!S l·dth ro~:ncct to tho "iOD.r of Rivorats 
o:-..-podition, 'but 1765 ooe::1s corr~ct. 

2 -
~ 

r.i:l1c ~ccoi.U1t of tho D:n:n.ncuo z-EccoJ.unto cxpodi t5..on io basod 
upo:1. tho foJ.1tY.dnr;: Bolton: Hel.,bcrt E. 19.50. PQfj00 .. nt 
;n tho uildel"llCSSe Utoh Hint. Qu.Ul ... 18: 38-!tl~, 1.50-
15.5. . 

3 - One lu.L't'ld.l.,ed. end thirty-thro~ :roru..,s ln.tor r..lr.1ost to tho day 
(Soi)tcnber 23. 1909) tho Gunn.ison Pd.vcr Divel"':.Jion Project 

t-:n.s r:ed.icn.ted by Pre['.idf"...:1t '.rci't; o.nd. tho Dor:ver Po:..~t 
hoD-UJ..inod 11 Tt"l..ft Oponc Tur ... ~el That Hill !IaFo' 15oiort-
Bloo~:1.11 See Ch;~ter IV: 11C-um1i::;on Rivo:r Dive.:rsion 
Project." 

I:. - Rockuoll, Hilson. 1956. Tho Ute a: n fol,,sotton pcoplo. 
Sage Books, Denver. 

5 - The account oi' Gun:liso~ and his eJ:pcdition is bc.socl upon 
the follm·rinc, cxcopt us othc1"'11iso noted: I1unoy1 Helie. 
19.54. Joh.-'1 HilliOJ.-:JS Gm1..11.icon. Color-ado Ha.:;. 31 (1): 32; 
Euney, Ir0 1ic. 1955. John \,!illim~1s Gu ... 11nison., tho lust 
of tho ucc~vcrn cxploro~s. 189 pp. /11.:•tcrai't ?ref's, 
DGnver; U. s. Har Department. 1853. Gunnison a.-·1d 
Bccla:ith's Expcd.itiono, 38th & 39th Para.llols &:. the 
iil~t. Pac5i.'ic Rc..ill"'D.d Surveys Vol 2; DictionuxrJ of' 
.f..:Jo:?.•icn."l Biogl'o.phy; Iiatiofl..nl C~r~lopcdia. of .Ancrican 
BiOGl.,uphy • 

6 - The of.ficin.l orders, o.s reported in tho G\.U1J."1ison-Bccbrith 
report, P• 10: 11 Undcr the lOth n.nd 11th sections of 
the· r.li1it~U'l"".f appropl~iution act of Hr..rch 31 lG53~ 
dit.,octins ::mch explorations :mel su1•vc~ln us to ~:tscertc.in 
tho .-::o;;;t pl .. actic uble und econonical route .for a l.,~:tilroad 
from tl:o !!:U~Gi sd.ppi ri vor to the Pacific oceo.n, tho Har 
Dcpn.l"'i2:::cnt directs a cu1~cy of tho p~1ss tln•ough the 
nocky r:ountc..1.nn, in tho vlcinity of the ~ :.:.~ head­
·u~tol .. s of tho Rio del Hol"te• by lTUY of the EuorfMO 
river and Coo-cho-to-pa, or so:;lo other clicible puss, 
into tho l'egion or Gr<:11d und GPocn rivers, 2nd 
lrest::~d.ly to tl~o Vefjf'.s do Santa Glr'...rr- nnd Eicollot river 
of tho Groat Ik:sin, ::t.1.d thence nortbuard to the vicinity 
of Lal~ U·i;n.h on n. return route, to explore the r.ost 
avcilablo passoo o.nd ca1ionos of tho Hahsa.tch rc.nco D-"'ld 
sm:rth P~ss to Fol.,t Ln.ramie. n 

7 - Gibbo, JcsiC'J1 F. 1920. G'L"..lUJ.icon r:.asf;n.c::·c--1853--Hillard 
County 1 Utoh--Indic..n Etn'oor' s vornion of tho trnc.;ody--
1091:.. Ut~~ Eiot. Quo.r. 1(3): 66-75• 

/ -··· t.~ 
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CHAPTER III 

l 
EXPLORATim~ Of THE llLACK CN~YOH 

It took Jrsore than the mcr'e c1uest for adventure to entice the 

first white lilen do\·m tho- churning ~hite waters of the Gunnison 

River \..:here it rushed through Ulack Canyon I 

In the clccaden before the turn of the century, so one story eoest 

there was a french settler, f. C. Lauzon, living in the Uncompahgre 

Valley. 2 His holdings co'n:prised forty barren acres t--•hich were 

watered by a dribble from the fluctuating Uncompahgre River and-by 

erratic downpouring~ from short-lived storms. Lauzon knew of the 

Gunnison River, entJ"cnched in its rock-walled canyon to the north, 

and after lone co~itation he became convinced that its bountiful 

waters could be diverted into the arid Uncom?ahrrc Valley by means · 

or a judiciously plnced tunnel and system of connectine canals. 

Probably nany of tha local ranchers and farmer·s, including 

Lauzon, had ·come to view the waters of the near-by but inaccessible 

Gunnison River \lith proprietary anticipation in the late nineteenth 

century. Irrization had come int6 vo~ue in the Uncompahere Valley 

about 1875, the first crop being hay for ship~ent to the scuthweotern 

Colorado mines. 3 Availability of water by irrication ditches, 

starting about 1884, nadc possible the raising of other crops and 

fruit trees. However, water resources of the valley soon proved 

inadequate under the increased demand. Huch of the aericultural 

land was abandoned and many a valuable house was deGcrted. Those 

settlers who rel'!lilined naturally ber;an toyinz '.Ji th the idea of 
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Jivertin~ the crc~tcr flow of the Gunnison into their own valley by 

J:leans ·of tunnels and canills. 

If a tunnel were to be constructed, it was im~erative that the 

canyon be surveyed to ascertain the best location for such a project. 
. 

Up to 1882 the Black C~nyon had generally been considered as impassable, 

and little specific information was availalle about it. The local 

Utes occasionally crossed the river within the present national monu-

cent area, especi~lly at Red Rock Canyon, but reputedly felt that 

anyone goin~ downstream Hould never cOI!Ie out alive. It Gunnison had 

avoided the canyon i~ 1853, by-passine it to the south and west as 

had·Escalante before him in 1776. In 1874 the Xiddle Division of ·----- ... - -···· ..• 

the Hayden Survey -s~irt:ed the north r.iro of th-e ccmyon throuzhout its -

lenEth, establishing several survey stations within the present 
YJLr!.A ,v(l--1-io,u·' . 

extont of the/"\Honu:nent. Sor:icone with this party reriortedly r.azed 

into the goree and-declared it inaccessible. 5 At one time an 

unidentified ecologist who had been lo~ored 1000 feet into the 

chas~ c.omrn.cntod that "no man could go f<1rther <'lnd live. uS 

The winter of 1082-03 saw the first successful, thoueh partial, 

survey carried out within tho canyon.? By this time the Denver and 

Rio Granda Railway had completed its line from Gunnison into the 

Black Canyon to Cimarron, the first passenser train passine to tha 

end of the tracks on the morning of August 1i, 1882. 8 One hundred 

twenty-one tickets had been sold for the· opening run of tha fifteen-

mile stretch cf canyon, cood pu~licity having been insured by civing 

froe tickets to me~boro of the press. Th3 Gunnison Boys' Band 
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acco~panicd the excllrsionists, Makin~ the canyon walls echo with its 

t1usic~ The last nile of tracks, coating nore thnn the entire line 

throuzh the Royal Gorge, had taken a yeu.r to build. The terninus, 

Cimarron, was nothing more than a tent city at this time, •,.Ji th only 

one loe house on the townsite. 

Early in Deccnber, 18 82, Byt•on H. Bryant, in charee of construction 

for the Uncompahcre Extension of the Denver c:'lnd Rio Grande, received 

a teletram fron the line's chief engineer, J. A. Mclfurtrie, asking 

hiM to undertake an exploration of the Black Canyon from Cimarron 

at the end of the ro.:ld dounstream to Delta. Irmr.cdiately Bryant 

ortanized a surveyinl; ere\/ vlith c. E. Telvirer of Aspen in charge, 

and including H. c. Wri~ht, transitrnan, James Robinson, Levelman, 

Gunder, to?ographcr, HcDermott as rod;;Jan 1 Us!ler as head chainman, 

and a pack train outfit headed by CharlaG· Hall. 

The pc1t•ty left Grand Junction on December 12, and proceeded up · 

the north rim of the Black Canyon to Crystal River, about five miles 

downstream fro~ Cinarron, where it encamped high above the river. A 

few days later the men started their line dovmstream from Cir:1arron 1 

spendin~ their first night with an old frontiersman and conterr.pora.ry 

of Kit Curso~ and Jim Bridger, Captaiti Cline, who had a home up the 

Ci~arron and who claimed to have run the Gunnison in a canoe some 

years before, a most unlikely feat. 
I 

Bryant expected to make·the survey·throuch the canyon in some 

twenty days, and the party was provisioned for that period. As it 

developed, the \-.'Ol"k took from sixty-five to sixty-eir.ht days, about 
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ten days of which were S!Jent in movine ft"Of:\ the north to the south 

nide cf the canyon uheJl further rnov~ruent alone the north side became 

ir:tpossiblc because of Gtcep walls and open water, 

l:vel"Y r,;orning the v1orkocn Hoilld leave their rim camp and clur:tber 

down into the chasm de?ths, returning to the rim~hat evening. This 

arduous procedure left little time fer actual surveying, as one nieht 

judr,e fron Bryant's account of the daily routine: 

One of our can?D was Kade en precipitous side of the 
ranee, 500 feet below top, and daily tusk consiuted of 
clir:,b of 500 feet to top of range, a climb dmm a r::uch 
t:!ore precipitou~ slope 2600 feet to river, a scramble 
up or down river. to our work, Hhen we vlould do such work. 
as tirac r.Joulc permit, and then clit:ib up 2600 feet and 
down 500 back to our c&mp. 

This type of ectivity was wearing on the nen. ~~en the transfer· 

was oade from the north to the south rim, all but three of the crew 

quit. ':rhcse three, Gunder, Robinson, and ~.Jrieht, with Bryant, com-

pleted the survey while Ch~rles Hall continued to take care of the 

camp end pack train. The party had to go downstream from Grizzly 

Gulch (within the present I~onunent u.rea, oaid by sor:1e to ba a 

corruption of "Gris\lel1 1 s Gulch") on the l~orth Rim to Delta, then 

back up the South Rio until the Grizzly Gul6h portion of the canyon 

was a&ain reached, 

for about forty days the four ran the transit, the level, both 

ends of the chain, carried the leveling rod 1 and took the to?oeraphy •. 

The river vUl.S partially frozen, and the men would have to j urr.p back 

and forth frot'l ice fringes acros,s swil'•lin,e 1 frisid water. Sono of 

the ice bridces which spanned the river would raise the wat~r level 

!ron five to cir,ht feet above the downstream aide. 

'- ....... .,"'" .... ,.. ... , ~ 
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Robinson was r.ood at t.1orkinn on the ice • so fearless that he often 
• 

had to bo restrained fl"'Om takine cl1ances. Gunde:r was t;ood at the 

wall clir.1binr.. After a hard d<1Y in the canyon, \-lrieht "'ould often 

tc1.lk in his sleep about ir.:agin~ry hazards. "Sometimes it WtlS tha 

safety of his transit that troubled him, and Gometimes he would dream 

he hc1d met t-~i th an <.~ccidcnt and broken an m:m o:r a lez and t-:ould give 

us r!:inute instructions as to hot-.' to care for hir.\. h 

'l'he survey was finally con;>let(:d early in the sp1~ine of 1083. 

From the re!:;ults t it was evident that use of the canyon dot.;nstream 

from Cimarron for a l .. ail~'e.y line. ~:c1s .ir;-.pl ... actical. Ho•·:ever• this 

first survey cicht have nugrested to_sooe that water diversion was a 

fcaoiblc idea, and that the canyon could be conquered. 

Prciininary irrit:ation investir,ations, except on a minor scale, 

were too expensive to be supported by local subscription, despite 

sor.1e interest. In 189 (J a man nar:1ed Richard ~1hinnerah made a sur·ve-y 

for a tunnel alon~ what ~oday is the present line of the Gunnison 
. 9 . Tu-nel. The next year, Lauzon promoted an elect1on to secure funds 

for a divarsicn tunnel from the Gunnison River, but the vote was 

• h • • 10 ar.a1nst t e propos1t1on. During this period attempts were made to 

iriter~st the Colorado leeislature in Gupportine a diversion project, 

but to no avai1. 11 Independent aurveyors were very naive about the 

cost of auch a project, one estinating that $75,000 would pay f.or 

seven r:1iles of tunnel, a mile of heavy cut • and a hundred-foot dam 

across tho Cun66son Rivc:r.1 2 
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Around the turn of the century, two men r.1<1de epecial exa~in.-\tions 

which proved of vnlue. In Aucust of 1900, Delta County Surveyor John 

A. Curtis t6ok a survey crew up to Red Rock Canyon "to ascertain just 

the contli t ion \-:hich exists ,.Ji th re~~ard to ~ctting t-:atel'' fro!":\ the 

Gunnison into this valley."l3 Also, a surveyor from Montrose, w. H. 

fleming, had run level 1ine3 across the divide bet~een the Gu~nison 

and l!nco!llpehgre Valleys at cho.sen ?Oints~llJ 

In order to obtain funds to support a tunnel project, an ap~eal­

he.d been n:ade to the Tt.;elfth Se3sion of the Colorado leLislature t..rhich 

met in 1399 •. On January 28, S~nator w. s. Buckley introduc~d 2enate 

Dill Uo. 310, "for an·act to.ccnstruct 1 ~aintain, an~ oper~te a state 

tunnel in Hontro:3e County, Cclorado 1 and for the uGe cf uner.~;;lcyed 

convicts in constr·uctin~ the same. and makin~ ap!)ro.?riaticns ther-efor. ~tlS 

This bill was referr~d to the CoEmittee on Labor. On March 1, the 

bill wa::; tabled "for th~ reaGon that there tlre no funds available f':)r 

such ·t>urpose and thilt t:tc ent~rprise is deerr:~d to be impracticable. nlS 

Buckley cbjected strenuously to the ?essimistic ouegesticn of the 

latter ohrase, ~nd it was finally.atruck·from the record~17 . . -

S~onsors of t~e ~ater diversion project were c~ly momentarily 

set back by the d~feat of tha request fer legislative sup~ort. The 

~·1ontrc:::e !:nterpri 3e uraed "each ci tiz.en to put in a good ~o~ork ·..:hen 

hQ can." 18 In late June of 1900, John Masters, an Idaho capitalist, 

e.rri ved in !·!ontr·ose to investieate the pcss iblli ty of ~Jut tine a darn 

11nd power plant ncar Red Rock Canyon whtch would furnish pc·;..rer for 

the Mines of Ouray. With Nspect to the proj~ct, !1asters told local 

Jfficials that "his company must have at least a quarter cf a m~llion 
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dollar inveotrr:cnt in pr-ospect to take hold of it in CcU"~~c;te ,,.~9'.;_~,!-~-

This investment nevar proved forthcoming. 

~;estern Conr;ressnen were busy pushinr.. the local irrit:<'\tion ~tli.d: 

<liver=> icn pr'oj.ect 1 especi~lly ncpr•eu1~ntati vet> !.\hafroth and 13-al1 s-- ~nd 

Senator E. o. Wolcott. The latter promi3ed to introduce a billc!nto 

the u~ited States Sanato to build the tunnel and canals, at_th~ 

instit.-:ation of a local farmer,· John I:. Poltor.. There ~tas somc-thour.ht 

at th<l time ths.t ;this would ba construed prima.ri ly as a political 

move, .sine~ ~olcott was coming up for re-election.2° 

L:ttc in. the swnr:1cr of 1900 1 a ;?nrty of five voluntaer3 dccid~d to 

tackle a 3urvcy of the Black Canyon to see if uater diversion would 

actuc.lly b·~ feasi!::> le. 21 The loader, \li lli.:un ~-!. Torrence 1 later to 
-

ba Ctlllcd the "Fath~r of th'l Gunnison Tunnel," wa.:; at th~ time 

superintendent of th-~ Hoatrose Electric Liei1t ~-nd Pc;..ter Co:;~pany. 

His com;tanions included John 1:. Pel ton, il t-!ontrose fC~.r~el~ ond local 

lake resort pro:>rietor, J. A. Curtis, the Delta County Surveyor and 

civil cn;:ine~r, !-!. r. I:ovey, Hcntrose farr.:cr and eme-tine miner, and 

and had children. Hovey, the oldest, was fifty-five. 

In Se)te:ah~l' t"Jf 19 00 til~E!e r~:~n ~Nre l·~ady to tftCkle the ~;_ ver. 

iie~ded by Pelton, thay took the train for the couth of Cimarron Creek, 

ther~ilroad com?any transporting them free. Going down-river from 

ther~, the ccn plannod to reach Rod Rock Canyon within four or five 

days. If th(ly had experienc~d too roueh a journey by this time, they 

~!ould clif:'lb out there, leaving the boats to dPift dO\·Jnr.trean to the 

Ilorth fork 1 otheruise they would ,1ccoDprmy the boats through the 

entire len~th of tho canyon. 
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Their· equip~o~ent included h.·o hoots, .city £.f. trontronc r:md ~ 

c. Hell (after Concr3ssman ~ell), of stout oak frames, bound with --
iron 'and covered with canvas. The boats were supplied l>y "Tohn 

Pelton fro~ his private lake. They had tins of meat, vecetable~,. 

and hard tack sufficient for a rnontl1's trip. Cameras, surveying 

instrm:.ents, including an aneroid barometer, pocket compass, anrJ 

surveyor's chain~ and notebooks were protected in waterproof tins. 

On September_ 5, at 10 o'clock, after all was packed, they sicnaled 

/32 

by revolver shot£' to w,"ltchers above that the expedition vld.S underv1ay. 

On the first uay~ the men had to carry boats and.provisiona on-

their shoulders pas~ many bad stretches bf the river, and by evening 

had journeyed only three-~uarters of a mile. Uext day, about two 

r..iles from the startinc. place, the John c. Bell parted its line, ---
struck a rock ond sank, cat~rying with it many provisions- nnd 

equipment, including Torrence's field ~lasses. Only the blankets, 

which floated, wera saved. That night tha mon found refuge in a 

cave above the water, where they cooked their evening meal over a 

drift-wood fire. 

Uext day they continued in the one rcnaining boat. About eleven 

miles dOi-ln the canyon, \-let from the r(1in and river water, they 

rendezvoused with a party under Hr. Denniston who ·cama do'<m from 

the rin. After a long respite, the men returned to the canyon on 

~eptenber 25 to continue the trip. It \-las optimistically con-

jccturcd that "the rest of the trip which is not so rough will 

probably be made in a few days •." 22 

Periodically during the course of the trip,· friends had been 

watching for the ?Brty from the canyon rim above. When they 
-....... 
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/3. 
finally spied them for the first time, the watchers shouted and 

fired shots to attract the attention of the five men, but the roar 

of the river drowned out the salutations, At last, they sent a 

cascade of rocks down tho canyon slope tvhich did alert the men below. 

Excitedly the voyagers looked up and waved, then collapsed on.the 

shore for half-an-hour, glancing up occasionally and waving at 

their well-wishers, · 

About four. vteeks from the date when they first entered the can~on, 

the men eave up the venture, They had corae only some fifteen miles, 
• 

the last four in five days, had been without adequate provisions, 

and now the men ·vrere confronted with Hhat appeared to be an impassable 

cascade blocking their passage. The canyon_had·narrowed to about 

thirty feet, the chasm walls rose perpendicularly 2,000 feet overhead, 
-

and the river \vas cascading over falls after falls, Anderson and 

Hovey tried to eo downstream a ways to survey, but their boat nearly 

swamped and they narrowly missed being propelled over a cascade. To 

proceed farther• the men all agreed, would result in almost instant 

death, Disheartened, Torrence wrote in his notebook,, "\<lith our. 

present equipment we can go no farther. The Bl~ck Canon is not 

impenetrable. If I get out of this scrape alive, I shall come back."23 

Scouting around, Torrence located a steep ravine which seemed 

to give access t_o the north rim in the vicinity of .the present 

Narrows. The men rested, and that evening they ate up the remaining 

food. Next morning at eight they left the "Falls of Sorrow," as 

they named the rocky cascade upstream from the Narrows (now known 

as Torrence Falls), and started the long scramble upward, They 

roped together and, using the spike-shod transit tripod legs as 

... .....,.... ____ -- .......... -.. ~.-~ .... -- ... --:-
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alpenstocks, they slcwly made their precarious way, one after another, 

up the cdnyon wall. By noon they had scaled a thousand feet. In 

the a·ftcrncon one of the cor;:pany could hdrdly be restrained from 

jun:pinr. into the chasm. Finaily• at 3:30 in the afte:t•noon the rim 

\-:as rei!ched. The men were exlHlU5tcd, covered h"i th dust, parche~, 

han<~s cut, lips swollen, eyes bloodshot. Even· then, they t.>'cre still 

in lhild, llninho.bited country and had to hike fifteen miles before 

they enco\.mterec:l \·d llimr. HcNi.llcn' s ranch on the 1-~uddy, \-!here they 

' 
could ';rocure fcod. rrcu. there t!d!illen transported ther.: to a place 

~:here they could rr.uko connections for Hor:trose, which they reached 

on October 1.
24 

Purine these dayo of ex~loration, friends and relatives of.the 

five rncn had caintnincd a vieil on the rim, hoping for an occasional 

glirnpoe of the intrepid river-runners. Towar~s ·the end of September, 

not having seen the explorers for some tine, the watchers finally 

feared the Horst and Hore J:l(>.~:inr. ia'e:)itratiO!lS to Bcrcen tlle ri vcr 

where it left the canyon to thu northeast to recover the bodies, 
\ 

1-:hcn the :r.!cm -.~ere reported Gafe. 

'l'hia pclrtial exploration of the canyon hy river oerved to bolster 

• + • • • • • b. li i f h • the ~ntcres~ ~n ~rr~gat~on poss~ ~ t e~ o t e re~~on. In 1901, 

}-:eade Eilrrr.cnd 1 State Rcpre~:icntative from Delta, introduced a new 

Cunn!.Gcn Tunnel bill (House oi 11 Ho. 19 5) into thf~ Colorado l~gis-

lature, Thirteenth Session, "a bill for an ect to construct •. roaintain 

and cpe~ate State Canal N~. 3, in tlontrose and Delta counties; the 

cr·cation of a board of con~:r·ol;. the use of convict labo1 .. in con-

structin;: the ca~!'!C; 'the iseu;mcc of certificiltes of indebtedness 1 

providin~ for the zale of water, and making an appropri~tion ~or 
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construction. u25 'l'he request for funds WciE in thu ar.-.ount of C~O ,000 • 

'l'he bi 11 \WS refcrr•=d to the Finance ConlMi ttee. On April 11, the 

bill was approved but with the amendment that .only $25,000 would 

be authorized to support th~ projcct.2 6 This bill had been pushad 

not only by Senator Ha~~ond but by Senators w. s. puckley, Montgomery, 

Rcwalt• and others as welL •. Indeed, Buckley felt oo strcn&lY about 

the meesuro that, deDpitc hating been confined to a hospital bed 

in the last throes of tuberculosis, h~ was carried to the Senate 

chamber to vote in favor of the bill,27 

Arainst this backeround of state action and local interest. th~ 

u. s. Geolocical Survey authorized the expenditure of $4,000 for a 

preliminary examination of the canyon to determine the £BOlogical 

structure of the area t~roueh which ~ tunnel ~icht pass, the con-

ntruction difficulties to be anticipated, and the probable cost of 

the work.28 According to popular accounts, the Chief Engineer of 

the ne\o/ Recla:,~ation Service in Hashinr,ton sent a wire to the Denver 

office,. readine "Advise me if it is possible to divert Gunnison to 

Uncompahgre Valley by tunnel under Vernal Mesa?u29 

The wire \.:as relayed to A. Lincoln fellgws, irrigation encineer 

and resident hydrographer o~ the u. s. Geological Survey at Montrose, 

t;:ho repliod "Imraediate preparations \-lill be nade for the exploration 

of the Gunnison Canon at the earliest possible date.u30 

In the surnmer of 1901, co~pcrating with c. H. Fitch, topoerapher 

and consultine e.ns:ineer, Fellows commenced a survey which would show, 

uy means of contours, the country di ~lding ·the Gunnison and · Uncompc~hgre 

Valleys, so that the shortest and n~st suitable route for a tunnel 

could be determi~ed.31 
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The Geological Survey placed a party of G1X men in the field 

in June, \d th headquarters on Vernal Mesa. The to:poe;raphic mappine, 

under the supervision of Jeremiah Ahern, was completed by September 

30. 32 !1ean•.-lhile, Fellows, in charge of engineering features, had 

run three level lines across the mesa to the water's edge, in an· 

attempt to find a suitable wacon route. 33 ~ore exciting proved to 

be Fellows' decision to run the river from upstream, making a close­

at-hand examination of the canyon from its floor.3 4 

Fellows asked for a volunteer--younr,, healthy, temperate, 

unmarried, able to S\-lim, and familiar with the country--to accompany 

him on this new assault of the Black Canyon by water. It is not 
-

surprising that Torrence, of the earlier expedition, should hastily 
. . 

make his services available.3S_ 

Planning for this trip was influenced haavily by the lessons of 

the last expedition. Instead of wooden boats, Torrence and Fellows 

decided to use a 4 1 X 6 1 rubber air mattress, subdivided into several 

air-tight compartments. There were attached ropes to use as lashings 

and to hang onto. Oil-skin covered notebooks, Kodaks, film bags, 

blankets and provisions Here fitted into two sealable rubber pockets, 

these packs weighing about thirty-five pounds apiece. Two 600-foot 

silk life lines, life preservers, hunting knives, belts, and wading 

boots which sealed tight about the legs were in~luded in the equipment. 

Departure date was selected as August 6, 1901, by which time 
. / 

in the summer the vlater temperature should be about as warm as it 

would ever get and the water level would be down sornm·7hat. On 

Aur,ust 12 the two men finally left for the surveyor's camp on Vernal 

Hesa. The Hater in the river below was still hizher than desirable. 
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The plan to proceed richt over the rim to the Narrows, where 

the first party had given up, was changed at the last minute, and 

instead the men took the train up to Cimarron and on to the Gunnison 

River, like their predecessors. The trai~ tarried, its passengers 
-

hoping to see the debarkation, but Fellows and Torrence were in no 

hurr•y and t-:aited nntil the train moved on before they began their 

river trip. 

·They started down the river on Honday ~fternoon, August 12, and 

by i·!ednesddy niuht had reached "Boat La.nding" at the mouth of 

Nyswonger Gulch, their provisions exhausted. Here they were met by 

-Dillon, ~.'ho brcurht ad-ci tional provisions and a neVI pair of shoes · 

for Torrence, whose old ones had con?letely worn out. 

The ~en had a GOOd ~eal that night, then were up the next morning 

and on their wc..y dcwnstream to heaver Camp, ai1out half a mile above 

the Narr·oHs, where they carr.ped over-night. Next day near the liarrot-J'S 

they came upon a cache o:f fruit left the previous surr:1ner: "We opened 

cans encugh to satisfy our hunger and Hent on.u36 

Where the first expedition had given-up at the Falls of Sorrow, 

Torrence and Fellous jumped into the swirling waters, shouting 

"Goodbye" to each other, and went over the falls, botl~omi~g out 

alive but exhausted on a projecting rock in the calmer waters below. 

They lay. there for hours, recovel'•ing their strength and senses. 

Next came the run through the Narrows, described by Torrence in 

• 37 the Montrose Enteror1se: 

At the n1~arrows" the fun began. The Canon is full 
of f.reat boulders, which forrn bridp:es across the stream. 
Over these He must scro..mble, one getting on top and pulling 
the other up. · These rocks were slick as grease, and hard 
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to cli~h. We spent a day in poinG a quarter of a rni~e. 
The walls are almost perpendicular in many places and 

• sone 2,000 feet or more to the top. 

They finally reached Red Rock Canyon, on Monday evening, August 

19, ';-Thore they rested and received more food supplies. On Tuesday, 

over a week after they ha'l gone into the canyb~, they left Red Rock 

for the last leg of.their journey, vith nothing but a lunch in 

\vaterproof \vrappings. The canyon \-lalls \vere not as hirh here, but 

the river completely filled the bottom of the rorr,e, and the men 

had to swim most of the way. This delayed their trip, and they 

~1eren' t able to get more food until nine o'clock the next day. At 

that tir!e they came upon· tho r::amp of some hay makers t.,.ho gave them , 

a feast of colrl OCl.tmeal ond pie. ThGy were able to hire someon!l 

there to take ther!l to Delta, and thence they went back to Hontrose. 

The forecoin~ account of the men's departure from the canyon 

is based upon a sto~y by Will Torrence which appeared in the 

Montrose Enterprise tor August 29, 1901. The following account, 

with variations, appeared in several popular periodicals of the 

day, 38 was probably edited to incre~se the excitement and may 

have confused the first and second expeditions. According to this 

version, several days after cetting below the Narrows, the men 

found an invitinz side canyon, opposite the mouth of Smith's Fork, 

ncrthHsst of the present tvestern boundary of the Honument, and 

decided to forsake the river. They had gone thirty miles along its 

.... d • • . 72 t• ~~ , sw~rrQ~ng ~t 1mes. Th~y scrrunbled 2000 feet up the Dcvil's · 

Slide to the rim, Hhero Fellorlis encouraged, "Come alone Bill! 

There's beefsteak, and bacey, and a bed at the end of the road."39 

-·..,. 
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Off tlH~J' hil:ed, fourteen miles to the ranch hou:Je cf tha :·~c!!illena 

Cor r:.Jcfiillan) b.:1cl< of tt.e rir.:, r;uidcd by a lir.ht in a h'ir.dc..,~. The 

HC::illenn L,t1Ve them a l:earty rr-:<.tl, bundleG ther.: into a. \-]~-?on, and 

ttat nirht drcva thorn tc Hotch~ics and c~ tc Delta. There they 

be-arded the train to ;:c..ntro3e, ~.:hcr·e ,'l crc\.;oc of 300 people had 

gathare~ £t tha st~ticn to rroct the~ • 

I~ is ~i.fficult for on~, lookinz down frcm the rim, to visualize 

the ir~cnsity cf'the hazardt thesB surv~yors encountered. Thay had 

~any portares over slip~ery r~cks, bum~ed d~~n many e rcurh rapid. 

ThrOUGh thiv fGr~iddinc rorze they had ~one, ty luc~ ~it~cut any 

hanrinc onto their raft, some-

ti~~s even lafihed fo it, pushinc. and pulling it as the occasion 
i 

dam~nded, traveling ~s little cs 20 yards in five hours. At nieht 
-

\·:ould s-ee}: ~trt <• dry led,so above tha t.: .!.ter, sc:nct imcs 6v r,arrow 

t~.ey n:~d to ti1k-a turns sl~epir.r; on it, u~inr. thair :::nttres~ to 

c~Ghio~ their re~ose. 

/\t one point they cr:.countcrnd a rockslide tunnel into "'hich the 

l'iver di::;Clp~eare:d. Soli!nnly they r.hook hands, then· jumped into 

tl;c r;:a~lstror.:, rellmrG fir~;t:' follot..:'ed ten r.tinutes l~ter by Torrence 

t-i1t1 th3 l"nft. ~·Jhc.n Tct•rer.cc cm>'lc into vie'ti bclo•:~ t:rte sli.de, Fellows 

FU) l~d hit1 out by the ~olla~ onto ft rock. The men hysterically 

locked arms, ~auching, end Fellow3 cried "Who says the Black Canon 

On anvther CCC.'1:ion, bclow'the llarrows. the tv10 rem out of food, 

like me~berc of tha 1900 cxp~dition. TI1cy went for siY.teen hours 

vii thout a r.:.outhful, then divided the last spoo:1ful of bake~ bean~ 
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and praydJ for the bast • Luck was with them. 'i'hey Cr.!r::e upon a pair 
• 

of bighorn sheep, the first living thincG they h~\d encoun't•.!red in 

the ccmyon. One bi~;horn dartl.:)d lJetHeon two rocks and Has ccrncrcd 

by 'forr·cnce t.~ho sprang to the opcninr~· The flheep ruahcd out, r-ight 

into Torrence's arns. The 't\.:o \-Ircwt led tocuther- unti 1 ·:orrcnce viaS 

ahlc to r.~t his hunting knife into the animal, killing it. Upon 

this :neat the ;:l(-;n lived until they w~re iible to pr·ocure ::1ore prCJvision 

!J..:!:Jvi ta tha. ha7..1l'da, they k<~pt notes on the condi tio~s of the 

'Inc trip, ·which co·..,rer•ed a:1out 3 3 1dles, t.:>ok nine days. It waG a 

rur.ged journey, u.nd 'rorr'\?.llCl! lc::>t 13 pounds in ;..7ei.e;ht <iu:ring the days 

out. . . t . - . . . d j·!OS o.t ·~~~~ t~qu.l.~.J;;;ent il.J lo~t or abandoned in the river 

c"nas::t, 42 out ar:lCi'lj ti&ing.s GuYed wa6 Fellc-"'' s black, cloth-bound 

enrincerin& rec~rd book containing valuable racords which ~ould 

faci li t ... !tte th·a future construction e>f a ""later <Ji versic:1. tun.:1e 1. 'i'he 

rr.en hnd been abJ.-:1 to survey for a sioe hill di ~ch 1 had seen the 

shape of ·the ce.nyon w.:tlls, a~d had been al•le to C(~te~rr:ine the a:-:;oc.nt 

of fall within the gorge, all' obscrvation3 of great future value. 

It should be ra-omphasized here that the popular published 

accounts of tha lSGO and 1901 tl"'ips tl,r-our.h the Dlack Canyon were 

hi1:hly ax.=tg£_l~rater1, l'HH ted, and erJbe llished. 

m1vor:Hu~y. In lS16 the Kolb lJrothcr-u of Gr.:md Canyon fane· atter.1;>ted 

to ru:; the ~i·J~!' du!'ing the su;;unar, were wrecked, and only saved 

their liven by s~ttline 1700-foot cliifs. lJ3 Lml water in 19 314 

;>erini ttec.l several intrapid adventurers, includin!; sow~ anstex'n 
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colloGo ~tu(lcnt5 unin3 innol" 1~ubos, to r,ml:.:o u cucccosi'ul river 

do::ce!'lt .~4In Ju.ly of 1934. I:arlc tfc,r-aor uc~oropa!l.i..od u U. 
('1 . .., . 

• 
Gcolo;::ical Slx: .. ~voy toc.x;1 thronsh tho c?...;lyon (coo Chapter VI: ''Thru 

Tho Black C!'..~yon) .45rn ~:>.to crur.-:mor of 19!1.0 ::?o.rton I:ock of 

Craufo: ... d led a ·:>~rty throu;:;h the c:1nyon uldch included tho 

/41 

f:h .. .st t~10 \;()!:;on to r-iol;:e the conqucst.l~6 r:;:'odny (19(J,5) 1 Ed Holoon, 

socrQt:~ry or tho Hont1 ... ose . Ch:J.r!l'bo:;:" of Cor:Zi!Orce, hold.s tho title 

to being tho rive1 .. ' s :mo :,t o.ct::.vo rm~!or.U-7 l3u.t tho Gmmison · 

continuon i:;o bo co~H~ll.40Ped by relatively foH. no vlsitor to 

tho Dlacl: Ca.."'lyon c&n esco.po tho faelirig of greut ,dldornoss. 

solitude, unbrol:on by human trat'fic, uhich oz:wn."J.tes fl,Or"l tho 
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Hofoi•oncos 
1 - An oPit;in..'ll draft of thir: ch::tptor by r.ichard G. r.oiulon~:: .. n Has 

pu.Lilisbcd in Color .. :.do Jin.:~a~ino 36(3): 187-2011 1959, unL1or tho 
ti tlo "The GunnJ.son Hi vol" iJi vox•sion Pro j oct - J£·:plox•ation of the 
Bl8.ck Canyon. 11 ?hie roprononts a rovi::don of tho Ol"icinal dro.ft. 

2c. H. for·bes-Linc!scy, "I:x~lorinc the r.;unnison Cunon," ~~ot"'ld's 
\·Jork!' "Jo].. ltr (1907), !~o. S, 9376; A. H. l~oH:er i:~nd D.l~.' !\. ~·i.:..lloy. 11 
Tl"'l'1;; Heroes of the GunniGon Tunna 1, '' l:v<~rybody' s ?~ava;dno, Vol. 21 
(1909), ;lo. '~, 535-508. · · 

14
rorbcr;-Li..ndncy 1 ol~· ~·, 3 377 • 

SA. L. Fellows, "?he Gunni~on Tunnel," 
Vol. 9 C!c.N~:!ibf.!f', 1903), 530. 

Fcru~tP7 and Irrir~tion, --
6 • 
::olker ar.d ·.h.llel, ~P· £i!., soc. 

77ho account of th5.s t!"ip (:iV3!l here ir.; l>ased upon tht! follmdnr. 
sources: Byrc·n P.. Bryant, J!;SS XI-26, Library, Stc1te Histcric.:2l Society 
of Colorado, Den vet'. This is n. typr:!d CC';J'J of a l(ltte!' \o!ri ttcrt to 
Bryant's brother, Dr. Er..or.y ·A. Bryant; B:;rcn H. Bryo:rst, "J:>:fi lor·ation 
of the Iilc.c~..: Can;<'n,u '.:'he TPail, Vol. 12, lio. 3 (1:319), S-10. This 
is a pu!Jlished copy oftne h:~ier ·cited .~bove; J. fred Huntet', "Pre-
c,.M;..,...;"'.1 '-'l)ro"..-·., n:-: ;"""unr·:r·on P;v,.,... ,..,1---r·•c'o" U c rr.o, ·~ttr• .. P.tlll GU.J,;,;.;. _...-'"".;. ,.., _ ..... ;..~ ....,../.. J l. 1--~ • .t' .... ~~ , '-"(·-'·" r .. ;. t • ,) • .. H •. : .J.. e ~ ., • . .1 t t 

Ho. 777 (1~25), 3-11. DP"".>'i'..nt's trip 5.s cor.;ctimcs-inC'O'i=i~ect1y·cu.tli2d 
as h.:!Vinr. t.J.b:.m plocc in 13-31-1382 or• evE:n l8f3l-l'-!03. 

8 ..... C"·f'"'' A ilco ... n,~.Ll-nl.·~--n l•.., +"··• r~l'"ly l!"'; .• h+~e•• tt ~.-. C()'"'r"dO ':.) \..,- i~··'· ••• .t.\ .,, .... J :, •• :;.) __ , - .. , .. .a.-w. •6'• , .. ·.a·~· ..... '"' i..J, .!..;1~ .,. ..-~-- '). 

J1,1rr17.ine, Vol. IX, ;;o. 6 (Ucv., l$32), 208. So di.f.ficull:~wd ru!.lroad 
''0.,..,,.,..,....., '-rPJr.,l .,,..~"r:C ~-0 ... ~,f> u·;;cn n"'·tc'l· r>;,IJ'f()•'~" t'~-:;4o ... ;.._,...,, ~t·l.l t1;1•l t·no ...,.. 1.·"--·-- "'.._.,. ''U \.•'---- \.. ,..,.j_ l- CJ ~ --'~L .-. VU ~ ,... ~lt....:.f._ \.. ... .._, • .. \...i ~. • ~ 

use lac!dt!r-S frcn };oats cr hr:..ad suspend~d in :r.·o~)G Cl'udlc5 from the 
cliffo al,cvc tc ~lut 5.n ·th~i:P hlack powJ.er chal'i:es for Llltstin!~ out. 

'l . I b ~ O • \ • 133 the raJ. rcau <.~'Je ,,r.lp.-.lul,, Q;)• c~t., l>. • 
..1- ......... __.,.. ... 

9scuVC_!lir-. Bc·oklet, !-{orrtr.::>r.c Count.z:, ~)-0}'~ (Vontro:!e, lSOS). 
Copy ~n tn~ ~-bnr.rosc rul51Te 1:ibP<Jry. t-.notr~cr account, ~n pilrt 
inaccurate, stated that "~!hincrah" •"'ind another ci ·Jil .-:npincer, 
;.;alter fl~H:inr: (Gee' rootnot!~ !{o. ll•) t sturtcrl <}Ut on August 27, 
1904 (obviously the \-Jrong year) to run level lines fror::. the 
Uncor·1pahr:r~ V1'"1lley t'.) the Cunni son Ri vo1· to !ie~ if {l ci tch could 
be taken cut fro~ the canyon and how nuch of tha vnlley could he 
covc:~d by thu wiltcr- uo c•btai..ne,l. Lhtat~ ~h~ f.;~~:l dccic:l!d thz,t a 
tunnel was the only answer fer diversion end uurveyed fer cne. 
B~rton H. Har.:;h, ~ iJ!.ICO~;,~.hr:,~,.?. ValleY: ~ ~ (;unn5.~.C.:!;, ~unr:el, 
(Lontro::;e, 1905), PI'• [1-73. ;.n tllC ]iontro;:;e !,nt~!'?!':LGc lor . 
Octol>~r ?.0, 1900, Fl·~I:lln:_: nugr,csted tnat the d<1J-:<t ou the Gu!"n.\eon 
tunnel nito "rnadc sc~e six o~ seven years aco" be rcpublicizod. 
Ili3 ccrzt:ncr.t appuaril to verify the activity of fl(!ming and t·.:i"linnEn'llh 
in 189lJ, 

~Osouvenir Booklet~ ~cntrose County, Ibi~. 

llrello-..~s, "The Gunnir.on Tunnel," op • .s.ll•t 531. 
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I· .,. 1 ° s • t' • t II 1 1: t 0 1 3 5 .J. ~~. r.tc aJ~;atl.on erv~ce, o~.l.%'5 J\nnua ,~epor. on. Cl.t., P•- • 
fler::inr pr-cbnbly made his survey~ncoit)UiiCtion~?I1:n wY:;"inrl{!rah' s 
.:.urvc:~, ~~rc:;mr.ilbly ln lfi9li (5ce !'cot:nctc ho. !':!). };o date in /iiv.;;n 
in Th<:! H'!clc:r.~!C!tien Service r·eca;:i tu1.Jtion and c1n obviou~ly inUOl"'l'Ctct 
datr~ <1Slj4) .ia 1".\.\1.-:n in i1dl"'fih, op. ctt., pp. 77-78. ... ...-.. -..--

l!:s .. ~n.rte .Journal of the Gcmcr·al 
12th 1:;-es;ron-Tls~~-r,-p. 271:--·--

lGrbid., p •. 597 • .. -.._...... 

h~sc~d.•lv of the Stntc of ColoT'ado • 
.,._.___..,..._ ·- ·- -... .... ---.... ...... 

/J 

17"Upon requ·~st of Senatol' Buckley 'the \lOrds 1 arad that the enterprise 
is <ko•t;eG to i;e irrpr·ctc·i.:.icai)1~' Hc:r·e str-icken out of the re?or·t nnrl 
as anended i't was ado;>ted.a .!~·• p •. 61)9. 

lourt lock('l now as thouf:h E:Vt!ry effort oi our ,yeoplo should be 
"tU?·r.·~d 'tO\->c~!'C FOV~X'r.n.ar."t Ot' I-H:,1tt~ ai.o ir. buildint the tunnel. • •" 
~:ontrcse l:ntcrnl'izc, Aur-ust 4, 1900. ......,__..,. __ .._, ... _. ---.J...---

l9rbid. July 1 1goo. 
------ t . ' 

20Ibid., Sei)ter.Jber 22, 1900. "l~'&ey (bell e.nd Shdfr-·oth) have been 
----~ . ~ at ~Jor-1;. l.n S.';e..3or• i':.nd. out of s~ascn t:o push the Wc·!·k 1.n the VO:tl"l.OUii 

corunittees, and can be de~ende~ on to keep it goin~. TI1e democratic 
qat•t;: :~4!i C:t.:clc:l"'~d i'.JL' no::lD fot> tte irr·iE.;;. ti(;:l er.t(!r7'Jl'ises of "the C' ., .. • • 

~est, and this of itself shows the &rowth of sentin~nt. Our confr~str­
r:-.ea ;;::r~ doinz ~11 ~my ;ilen c;.:.n. t: Ecntt'cse ::=nt~l'Prise, f:us.:uc;t 18 1 lSOO. ·----...... ~ ~ _, . ...... . 

::.:i1~~?re h,:vE: h;.:€n d numC.er of 9UlJlishE::d accounts vf this lSOO tr•ip, 
in ni1gazinef., newsp<"tper~, F~nd bcok:f;. Unfortunately • the varicn.1s 
·cc. r-•··r·~- £ll.·r-f.:..1, ;,... ... ~~-'-~1.·1- ,. .. I.~=' r.{;~U.,..,..:; 'Jl'....,"'Pr;-l·,.,,·i her'<>.;,, p-.·,l.· ... ~rl·ly ~ .V'L• S\,..~ . '"" -h ,...,~_\,.c; ~. 4 ~- .... .;, 1'1'W ! "-..V- ''-~'' , C .a..r.:~ • &. f~tO. • 

based u~cn the followin~ ~ources, ~ith particular dependence U?cn 
the ·nt~-.. .. sna.~·el\ Pepc-:PtG: ~~vuve~i l:' !3~·t,klet, Hontro~e County, op • cit. ; 
fanny E •. Coe, iieroes csr-rve"ryCiay-LITe{B()£;t"Qn-;10'1D·;-pi). Ti'o-61;­
reJ.l(;>·!s, O!".>. e:ir., 531J-Sa7; iiunter, loc. cit.; no.t•sh, oo. cit., 
o,.,. 89-96T .. i·1ontrose .EntertJrise, SaptcrflSer':1iCtobe:r, l9oo; RoTk'er ana • ·. - -~--r- •"'-:'t1"T'~--~- C"'' II • . 
·;;l.ll~Yt o:-. <:Lt"., vOo-~J.'+~ -.JO<Jn heral"Y ..5n.:n;, J..:::...plcr·1ng tlle ~lack 
Canon ofthe(;\lnni3cn F:ivc;r•,u !L2.!'1.~ ~~-=l~~.z:, Vol. 17, i·lo. 5 (l90J), 
113£!-lli,.o; <1nd '-·:il1;on ;;ock:.-r~ll, Sun~'c!T Slop-::! (!:anV'.:!l", !.95G), p;.> •. 
2 79-284. In their survey. the men-wei~e Interested in the possibility 
of rt:nninE 8 ditch tio·,m,;. n·~o.t1 in the cilnyon to Rf.:d Rock and into a 
tun:1~l from th<H'O to tha Uncompahc.re Villley. _1-'.ontrose r.:n~lH''f!l'ise 
Septe~~e~ S~ 1900. 

<~ --- ............ ....._...,._..., 

2 ::l·~on-t·r·n;:;e f.ntr~r11ris~, Se}Jtetlber 15, lSOO. It we.s UUl'inP. thi r, 
pro1onYc:.f"tfl!"Tay~0:i'-t~r·ip tha.t l'el"tcn went to Cenver and 8uccuse>fu1ly 
enccuragcd ~. 0. Wolcc~t to introJuce a bill into the U, s. ~efiate 
for apprarria-cicn of ;r.oney ·cc con:;t:r-uct tho:! proposed diversion tun11el 
i1nd ditch. 

---· - ~· ....,...._,_.,...,. .. 
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23r~olker and \Hlley, .£2.• El.!•, 513. 

24;-io:ltl.'O.'SC r:ntc~·prisc. OctOtJ•3!' G t l9i)i). 'Lh'JY pl"'Ob<~!:lly tr::!d~ theil" 
r.1sccn't;-fror. thoc~r\YOnon Scpterr.b~r 30·. The only Hpecific tend.nal 
d~~e [ivan in account3 is fo~ thair arPlv~l back in ~cntro3a, October 1 
Several of the f>opular accounts (l!arsh, ££.• cit., 513; ,1nd others) 
rc3)ort tha·t tho ;n~n dicln' t r·:!·:\clt the rim untrl 9: 30 p .r::. The 
seern5.n~ly more ?ccurate story in the Nontl~~..?.. f..:11tet:pri.se for October 6 
faVS the 3:30 t1Pe• 

25.sen.:tc .Tollt'nal o.f t:l,~ Gcne"!"al A;3~~mhly cf the ~t2.te of C0lorado, 
13th s.~c;n(l<JoYY, -p. -go2. This 'b:lT1Ts-preticnt'cTilldet'arl-1n 
Ses5ion ~ 9l Co1crndo, 13t;1 S~;;:;icn (1901), j,>;>• 369-37 1~. 

2 ,.. C' • ' i • • I •1 • D (;,;:i.GC:CV uCCt:n~C:~, !_d}.,.,lV a·..rs 
~ _..._ ___.[_ 

(Denver, 1913), p. 282. 
en the ~-:e:;te:rn Slooe of Cclor-ado -- .-...,__.., ... -- ...._.. ............. ·-- _,.. ..... _, ___ _ 

Also,·Se5sion La;..rs, __ cp. _ci_t., p. 37tt. ----- ....._____ 

2 au. S. ileclarr.iltion Service, [~ !~~ l~e;>or,!, .££.• £fl., 
PP• 132-133. . 

9276 • 

first ("'.\t., p-. -ne!;·c:o:··t, ·- . _,. 
135. 

32r·- i r 1~7 ~·, P• " • 

3i1Tl . .:.1 • • ... r,.-_,ntl"';'>";,;;, -;.·nt-~r···r~~ ..... '='.,..., .... .., .... "'er 2r: 1°01 f·n c ....... t""'De,.. .Lt.: .... • •) _ __:..;;,:;, ;--.:..:......::- ~-' ~· .... , •. 1,.-o•o:..J •• ~. ~· t _, '"''-£' '•1'' .. A~ 

2 3, .rCiil0Hs nil2 otht"H'C had v~.>~ ted the c<1nycn tv i nspc:ct" th~ propos ad 
site for the tt:nr.cl porotal, 11 SC·!.,e twc• :dl~£. l;clc-•;J Jc.,nes c.::..~in r..nd 
belo~ the narro~s in tha river." 

31iu. s. .P.eclacation Service, r5 .. r•s:: ~£ I~,;r'~:..:.:!, .s:2.• 2• , p. 137 • 
. There h.:.vc l;een c.. nuJ:;!Ji~r of ;;u"!Jll.t:.r:0d 2cc0t.:nt& cf t1-d.s 19')1 trip, in 
maf.J.~ines, nei-iSpap~rs, ('\[ld hooks. Unf<:rttmately, as witi"i the 1900 
trip, tho var·iou.G accountfi di ffcr :i.n dE:t~ils. Th~ r€5u,rz:e ~resented 
hare is primarily ba~cd U?On ~~c following sources, with, ar~in, 
p;:n·t.7.cu!o.r <h::f,Ghd~nce ur.on t}i~ ne-v-spapar l'~r~orts: Coe::, loc. cit.J 
ro:rbos-Linds~y, op. cit. t 9376-9378; Harsh, O;:l. ci·t.' ~:-3':-sc::rDa; 
l·icr.tpo::;.: Ln'ter·i;riS'e,--;:up\!st-S~ptenbcr, 1901; -Rol~ nnd. ~Hl:ey, · 
o:J. cl1:. ,-S14-51l>f-t!nd Shc"!W, op. cit., 11~6-1148. _..._ ....._...... "' ........ ...-....... 

35Geor>i~e Creel, "A. 
::o. 1 (1911), ~'-!. 

Lincoln Fellows," A~erican Kapazine, Vol. 72, _..._ ____ _ 

:16l:cmtl'OSf! l:rtten~ri:;o, Auz:u~_t 29, 1901. 

37Ibiu. -
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38Especinlly Forbc~-Linds~y, op. cit., 9 378, I~ockwoll, 

P?• 2t:S-287, nnd Sha;;, OP• cit. ,-r'ltt.,-;-....-. -
on. -- cit., --

39Fc~~c~-Lind~ey, o~. cit., 9378. 
• ....,&... ___..... . 

'JORolJ:cr ~nu ~Jille~·, oD • .£!:..!•• SlG. 

tJ::!~ai•:;h, ~-~:::. cit., :.m. lOU-lOS; Shu.t.1 1 op. cit., 114'1. Aup<H"'~ntly 
- - ..... ..-.- --- -#., 

TcrPf:nCf: ;.:--. s unr.rrr:(:rl v:11en rur,hcd by t!1c sheer:. . F0llc~·s sll.pj)cd him 
a k!;ife t!i·.:h ~·-'h::.cn h~ t::vcntu .. '.lly k::lled tl:c bi~hvrn. 

·-r;H3 ·.1tlf.~(m in -tho paPty 
Ec~stcr:, ~!a5fi. 

/l 

t; 1t)o~ ~.ro~n~.c-~, "f.d l:clr.cr.--Con-1t:er-cr of the :.:ni tP. Uat~r·s," Colorad1 
\!onG~rl.~nd, 'Jol. 5, 1-lo. 1 (l'J5l.J), 9-9. 
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CHAPTER IV 

GUlHHSOH RIVI:R DIVERSIO!l PROJEC~ 

By Scptembar,of 1901, the preliminary survey work of the u. s. 
Geological Survey in the Black Canyon area of West Central Colorado 

had progressed far enough to verify that a diversion tunnel was 

feasible and to indicate a p,enernl location for such a tunnel, from 

tho Gunnison River gorge into the Uncompahgre Valley. 

J.'he prosecution of the project net-t fell to the board of control 

set up by tha Colorado. "State Canal Ho. 3" bill (House Bill No. 195), 

passed the previous April. This board Has to be cor!lp0!3ed of three 

residents· of Delta or ?!ontrose Counties, appointed by the t:overnor 
. 

for a two-year term. The rnen ap?ointed were John J. Tobin of Montrose 

County and Senator c. H. Ham~ond and George E. Dodge of Delta County. 

Later the governor and ste1te cnr.ineer \·Jere made ex-officio members 

of this board.l~ 

1~e board employed John A. Curtis of·Delta, Deputy State Enrineer, 

to make the final lccat1on of the main tunnel. This would extend 0n 

a riortheast diatonal from the·Hancos shale badiands about four miles 

northeast of Table Hountain and Hontrose to the canyon ncar pre~cnt 

Serpent Point. Then a apur tunnel would extend upstream to the 

Harrows, where a dam was planned, so that \rlater could be picked up 

th.el"'G and delivered into and through the !':lain tunnel by r..ravi ty floH. 
2 

Reaid~nt liydt,o&rapher FelloHs, who with Hill Torrence had success-
.,~.., 

fully run the rivor for the first time, was further pursuine his 

in-canyon sul'"'veys 1 which continued to ba adventurous. \·.Then \-lorking 
\ 



I 
~ .. I •I upGtrearn from Red Rock Canyon with an assistant, he put the transit,. 

a new fUn and other equipment on a raft tc float acroGs the river. 

The raft sank and cverythine was lost. The transit had belonsed to 

Curtis, and Fellows had to pay hin $200 for its loss. 3 On September 

23, he and a few companions drove tp the canyon rim, inspected the 

pro;>osed tunnel site, and examined several near-by ravines down 

which a waeon route to the river might be constructed.~ Meanwhile, 

\Jhi tPan Cross of the u. S. Geolcr,ical Survey, on October 17 and 16, 

made an examination of the gcolcsy of the rerion to determine the. 

rock formations throueh which the py·oposed tunnel would pass in its 

course from the Gunnison River to the Uncom?ahere Valley "by the 

shortest possible line." 5 

Thomas R. Iiannihan was selected as state superintendent for the 

·tunnel construction, arid the initial excavation was started from 

the Uncompahr.rc Valley side in late fall of 1901. The rock formation 

here was shale; consequently, it wae necessary to timber the tunnel 

as work pro~ressed to prevent cave-ins, with the enticipation that 

evcntuully the wooden shoring would be replaced by a lining of ; 

concrete .:0~ brick. 6 By one estir.,ate the cost of the tunn·el would 

run about $20 per foot, with a total of $880,000 for the completed, 

lined bore. 7 In uddition, there would be the expenditure of $200,000 

for a dam, "controlling works, eneinecrine and contingencies." The 

total cost, including tho distribution system, would run to about 

$l,soo,ooo.s . ', ·'' 
'•t ' 

The tunnel, ns originally proposed, would be about three miles 

lonr., ernptyine water into a tHelvc-mile ditch Hhich in turn \o~ould. 

. \ 
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carry the ~atcr to the mouth of the 11ontrose Canal. More than 100,000 

acres ~f land would be reclaimed, enouch for 1,200 families, with an 

increase in value of S million dollara. 9 

It was hoped that convict labor, provided by the state, could be 

used in construction work. With respect to thii, the Montrose 

tnter2rise had commented, "The question of convict labor to aid in 

the work is one of vast importance, as it not only makes toward the 

building of the tunnel, but it solves another problem that of what 

to do with the idle convicts. Keep pushine this rnatter.nlO About 

Sixteen convicts would be inv~lved, and this WOllld necessitate the 

buildinE of a special security stockaclc. 11 

Durin& the waok of HovcMber 21, 1901, \.Jork comnanced on the rond 

from i1ontrosE' to the proposed t-wst portal of the tunne1.12 This road 

is still pasuable in 1959, extending northeast from Montrose and east 

of Table Mountain, eventUtllly reaching tha southwest end of Bostwick 

Par•k after winding throu~h the badlands. Dy December 16, a fra;~e 

dining room, bunk house, and blacksmith shop had been b~ilt at the 

site, and the face of the shale· hill had been shaved off. On that 
J 

date the first di,.•t uas taken out of the tunnel.l3 

By the end of December, ten rnen (apparently not convicts, who 

·for soree lP.r,al reason could not be used) Here at work, putting aight 

hpurs in the tunnel, nine on outdoor work. The timbering \-1RG being 

done with a l2xl2 frame~ork and an nrched roof. At this ti~e it 

was estimated that it would be possible to drive from five to six 

feet a day in the shale.l~ 



Coloritdo, it mu~t be rc:·aernbcred, he.d only allotted $2 5 .ooo for · 

the "State Canal Ho. 3" proj oct. '".1."11c bourd wuo or.1pc"u.a""Cd b}' the 

lerislnture to solicit "subocriptions and advancements of money · 

8nd equipment from intet"'t1Sted persons Hho rec£3i vo in return Hater 

:rir;hto receipts •. ulS In order to excite cai'i tal in the venture, the 

men had maps of tho Uncompahr;ra Vulley prep~red u~d collect~d infor­

J.It::ttion on the ar~a and natura of land ~here Hhich ~ould be watered 

by the system. Inseffi.cicn1: funds wuro forthcominr: 1 ho',Jever, and 

Within a year the state's work on the tunnel had to be abandoned• 

with, as someone commented, only a "small hole in the r.;round and 

sot1e \.leather-stained muchinery to show for it. nlS 

Actually, mere work had been accomplished on the State's tunnel 

than this statoncnt Hol.i.ld sugr.est. A pror.ren.s report iEJsuod by the 

Color~do Stn.te Engineer in 1902 indicated that the tunnel had been 

driv.;n E3S feet fror. the west end, Hith 350 feet timbered. T~o 

air shn.fts h.:1d been sunk, one 65 feet und one 90 feet, and five 

niles of wacon road h~d been const~ucted.l7 

for-::unutely, by thio time the federal Roclc:ur.ution Act had been 

passed, on .June 17, 1902, establishing the Reclamation Service. 

Coneressnan John c. Bell's bill for construction of a tunnel, intro­

duced into conerecs in 1901, was incorporated into this act.l8 The 

state and local citizens hastened to petition this new agency to 

co~tinue the diversion project, and the "Uncompahgre Valley Proj t;!Ct, tt 

"Gunnit>on ~ive:t' Diversion," or "Gunnison Tunnel Project,~' as it t,.1as 

variously called, became ono of the first five projects to be taken 

up by this Service, scheduled for i~mediate developrnent.l9 
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This project ranked fifth in ir:;portance among t\.,renty-scven 

irrir.ation works her,un by the cov~rnment under this act, in terms 

of acres to be reclaimed ,nnd ranked third in cost, the Reclarn,~tion 

Service esti~ating that expenditures would approximate four million 

dollars to conplete the tunnel, diversion canals, and associated 

acccutremcnts.20 The extent of local support is emphasized by the 

fact th.'3.t most of the existing ditches in the Uncompahr;rc Valley 

were pledred to help carry the diversion water. 21 

During 1902, surveys were continued by U. s. Geoloeical Survey 

personnel·to ascertain the best location for the tunnel, its 

di::-~c:nsions, and the era de which the tunnel should have in its course 

frorr: the Gur.nison River dmm to the Uncompahgre Val.ley. A lonr;er 

tunnel could have reduced dia111'l2ter but Hould have an increased 

grade, with associated increase in speed of Hater Vlhich might erode 

away the tunnel's linine. A short tunnel could have a sli~ht grade 

but \-.7ould have to have a laree bore. Consideration ~:as also given 

to the best location for the upper end of th~ tunnel. A dam could 

/~C 

be built across the river to facilitate diverqion, or the same result. 

_could be achieved by increasinn the length of the tunnel. Acccrding 

to the u. s. Geological Survey, "All of·these natters involve care-' 

.ful study and the preparation of elaborate estimates of cost.n22 

Al thoueh skiiled topos:r.~phers · ~1ere in short supply 1 rnappinn of 

the irrieable land in the Uncompahgre Valley proceeded, and it was 

planned eventually to use pouer f~om the tunnel project to pump \-later 

to l.:mds not accessible by era vi ty irrir;ation. Settlers in. the 

valley, r.aeam-1hile, were orcanizinc themselves in a manner cinilar 
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to the reoidcnts of the Salt River Valley in Arizona, as the "UncornpahE 

Valley• \later Users' Association," c1nd every atter.t:>t was being rr.ade 

to sirn?lify and facilitate tha o?erations of the encineers.23 

Extremely cold and storn:y December Wl3ather curtail<!d topocre.phic 

~:tppinz in the Dlack Canyon area, and field parties were disbanded 

in Januury, 1903. The n~xt feTtt months were devoted to a com;>ilation 

of data already gathered and the pre;>aration of initial estimates. 

A prelimin-=try report \<;as com?leted on Ha.rch 6~21; The next day the 
' 

Director of th~ u. s. Geolotical Survey sent the Secretary of the 

Int~rior a lett~r outlining the general. plans for clevelopmcnt of 

th~ ';unniscn River Project. 25 It was rBCowmended that the cverall 
' \ - . 

project as outlined be approved, th~t the sur·vcyine of irri~a01e lands 

be continu-ed, and that investir.:ations be ex_pedited laadine to the 

~ropar3ticn of specifications und letti~g of contracts.26 On March 

_ 14, the Secretary of the Intaricr rava his approval to the project, 

later (June 7) setting esid.<Z $2,500,000 from the rf:~l<L'Tt!iticn fund 

fer conztruction pur-poseG. 27 HeanwhiltJ, en 7-1-'lrch 16, the Colo~ado 

legislature authorized the transfer to the United States of all 

prcperty end rights acquired for State Canal No. 3. The actual 

conveyance, however, was not to be made by the state board of 

control until Aucusi11~, 190&.28 

On Jur,e 17, 190 3, Ira \-.'. NcConnell, an engineerinr. eraduate from 

Cornell University, Has placed in charge of the topotr·aphic work as 

re5ident enr,ineer. He t.Jas to re:::c1in in charge of th1~ Uncorn?<1hgre 

diversion IH'Oj£:ct throur..hout rmch of its prosecution, baine rnC'ide 

supcrvi&ing engineer in November of 1907.29 
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The Gur~er of 1903 proved to .be a busy cne in the field, thcuGh 

no further constr-uction on the tunnel h'<'lG flttcoptcd. l~ost of tho 

work involved r:,appinr,, \d th oix surveying parties in the field, both 

in the Uncor:~pahrrtl Vdllcy an~ in the Black C..;nycn. Tha most d<lrinr 

piece of work waa a survey within the canyon at-the point ~entativcly 

selected as head of the pro~osed t~nnel, ncar the Narrows. Tho 

1,500-foct lenzth of canyon had to be surveyed from both rimJ, th!s 

difficult jcb finally being co~pletad in Aueuat.30 

Because of tho S\lift water, narrow gorges, and huge boulders in 

the canyon, the river could not be used as a survey route. In~tead, 

thE; :nen ~}ad to desc~nd into the chasm over the she~r eli ffs and doH'n 

na!'roo;.; fiGsures in four difforent placas. first, a fissur-a and 

talus G lope on the south side \Jere mapped, as a possible route foX' 

a cablewny into the canyon for carryine supplies. Then the survey 

party detoured 150 I!'tiles around to t~1~ north rir.:, scrambled <:!o'vm 

a Girnilar fissure, and ourvcycd n sinilar talus slcpe, From ihis 

point McConnell and his aosiotants 1 Y. P. Edwards (engineer), J. A. 

Sarr;ent (topor;rc.phcr), and L. E. foster (assistant tcporrapher), 

went along the rim about 1,200 feet upstream and dnred a perilous 

dcucunt to ar1othor short talus slol'e, usin£ ~opes to get dm:n the 

8tccp rock wall~.31 

Returning from the north rin, this party mada one·~ore invnsion 

of the can)'t'Il to a rocky slope c:<tending into the ri vcr. Here they 

encou.'1tcrcd one s:1all tract \-Thich could not be reached by in::;truf:',cnts, 

uo il :a.an had to be sent <!o\ln b:t 1~eans of rc>pes in order to $~t 

:.;iznals th~re for trian~uln.tion. The completed map of this roueh 
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portion of the canyon, to2ether with so:ne vhotorrapi1s of the area, 

\-.'c:t.~e. eventually published in the Second Annual R~oort of the 

Reclamation Service.32 

r:arliar in t2".o soJa son Ensineer 'tl. P. Ed·.,.,ards hud mada a surv~y 

onto Vcrn::l ~1esa to th<! head of t:-.e da:r.-.:>i'i:e trail .. ~nd to tha r-im 

/53 

l!bcve tho r·roposed e.;u;t (river) tunn~l hc:acdne, c1 total dia tancc of 

nina an<! on·~-half mile:;. 3 '3 Also, l:dw.-:n..,ds dil"'t!cted the CO;tt> truct ion 

of fcUl''. trails fron, V~rnal l~f.:!Sa cotm into the' canyon as far as 

posaible l-dthout havint: to r·~sort to blasting. Bz··ush was cut m-1ay 

fc:." a ta;r:pvrary \Ut;tcn r·oau alonr tho t<:.•jj of the r:.esa fol" a distunce 

cf two miles. In addition, a number cf special excursions were 

r.:adc into the cunycn depths; especially at the dam site, whers in 

Octoter soundinEs t.Jtn·a ru.irle. 3lJ As mizht \<Jell be gues~ed t many of 

th~ investigations carried out during tho 1903 season were of ~he 

~est h~zardoua nature. Fortunately, there were no casualties. 

During ttu winter of 1903-0q, there was a reconsideration cf 

the location fer tho t~nal; and it \-las decided • and so l'epor-ted 

on Fcbr;.wr"/ 6, 190fJ, by Hr.:Connell, that a nct-1 location abcut five 

· ~esiznated as the "upper locaticn" or !boat landine location." 

This WilS. dbcut the site surveyed bacx in l8Sll by Richard Hhinnerah. 3e 

lntcrestin~ly enough, in the full.cf 1900 H. H. Fleming had 

rocor.m;endad consideration cf ths 10~4 survey site, pointinr; out 
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that such a site would avoid the construction of a dam and expensive 

flumes.37 At that time, of course, the Narrows site had won out. 

On l1ay 9, the two proposed tunnel locations were visited by a 

consulting board made up of Arthur P. David, George Y. Wisner, and 

w. H. Sanders, ac~ompanied by Morris Bien, an·eneineer, Colorado's 

State En~ineer, L. G. Carpenter, and the district and t~esident 

engineers of Montrose.38 The upper location was officially approved 

by this £;rOu? for the following reasons: ( 1) less difficulty in 

~· ) access to ~,he· canyon portal; ( 2 sim;?licity of engi.neerine problems; 

{3) shorter length; (~) increase in irrigable land; ts> relief from 

'the necessity of b~ildine several miles of very costlY· canal.39 

On June 7, 1904, as p~viously mentioned, the Secretary of the·-

Interior set aside $2,500,000 from reclamation funds for construction 

of the Uncompahzre Valley Project, and authorized the taking of such-

acticn as mip;ht be necessary to carry out the project in all its 

details. 

After this decision, it was necessary to make more careful 

surveys of the new line, includine accurate determinations of the. 

elevation at the river po:rtal anrl the west or Cedar Cre~k end.of 

the tunnel.lJO According to specifications, the tunnel t-~ould be 

about 30 ,ooo feet in length, 10 1/2 by 11 1/2 feet in cross sectior ;ry·· 

\-lith a fall of tHo feet in a thousa.nd and a carrying capacity of 

1,300 second-fc~t. The tunnel would have to be lined throughout, 

the type of lining depending upon the nature of the rock passed 

through.~Jl 
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Bids for the construction of the tunnel were opened at Montrose. 
\ 

" 
on October 5, with ten bids being considered from companies as far 

atray as California and Illinois. Low bidder proved to be the 

Taylor-Moore Construction Company of llillsbor?~ Texa~,~2 and 

the Secretary of the Interior sir.ned the ccntract em"ly in January, 

1905.~3 The ~ids had been based upon linear cost of various units 

of the project. The contract called for excavation and linine of 

30,582 feet of tunnel and of a cut at the west pot-tal 1,950 feet 

long and a maximum of ~9 feet in depth. It was estimated that the 

tunnel would cost -$1,000,000 and 'riould be co::-:pleted by April 15, 

l908.qq Bids were also let for·con~tructicn of the north, east, 

and west can<lls which,. flS5cciated with other op~n-air features, 

would coot about $1,250 9 000.45 

As soon as the new tunnel line had been decided upon, nurveys 

wero run for a '-ragcn road to connect the Ce<lnr Creek Portal ~1i th 

the Rivet' Portal. 46 Out of oeveral possibilities a route was 

chosen, and to avoid further delay the govcrnmant itself decided 

to carry out the constz~uction, \o:hich atarted in July. It Has 

essentially co~?leted by October 1, 1904• except for a few 

additional turnouts ~nd widening ftt a number of places, by force 

uccount. The grado t-:het'o the road swi'tchbllCked <iot·m into the 

fOrge was as ~uch as 23%, the steepness permissible because no 

loads would have to co~G up out of the canyon.47 The job involved 

the excavation of 30,000 cubic yardo of material, the clcarinc of 

38 acres of roadway t the construction of nineteen \-Jooden box 

culverts and 300 linear feet of cribt-1ork along cliffs. 49 
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The wn~on rond into tho canyon became the only one to reach 

thd river for seventy miles. The crado was so steep that, as one 

author commented, "tl-horue wa1~ons (~oinr over it present the 

app1:1ar.:mce of beinr: alrnos t all brakes. 11119 The construct ion dm-1n 

to the river cost $20,000 and haulinc over this road was to cost 

$~.50 a ton. This ro,1d is still in uoc today as rtn acces·s road 

to the river portal and is reminiscent of many of the old mountain 

r;ininc roads throur;hout \orcotern Colort1do. After completion of the 

road, a 2'l.32-mile telephone line from Montrose to the Cedar Creek 

Portal arid on over Vernal Mesa to River Pcrtal was put in, this 

contr<1ct being completed in Dccember.so 

Government head,tuarters for the· rroj cct were set up . in !!ontrose, 

and at West Portal and River Portal shelters were erected for the 

use of the \-JOrkmen. J:).:cavation of the tunnel from both ends 

com::Jcnced on Januflry 11, 1905., By the middle of Hay, when 15% of 

the contract time had elar)sed, only lJ. 5% of tha work had been 

accomplished. 51 The contractors ~1ere e:xper•iencing financial 

difficulties. They had had n.either the adequate mechanical plant 

not• the oreaniz;:ttion necessary· for such a venture. A 65-ton 

Bucyrus atearn shcivel used on the excavation at Vest Portal had 

been idle for repairs sixte~n out of thirty-six days. The moist 

c1.dobe and gravel encountered had entailed heavy timbering, and 

frequent cavc-ino .delayed the work. 52 

The contract was finally suspended, «1nd on Hay 27, 1905, the 

Reclamation Service assurncd the job of cornpletine the tunnel project. 

At this time 436 feet of 8x8 .undarc~t drift on the tunnel grade 
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at east portal had been driven, 135 feet of tl1io had been enlarrcd 

to full cizc (about lOxlO), c1nd a po~rer plt'lnt ho.cl been inf.itallcd 

here to ope:r.::.to t\:o c1.i:r· drillo, "m air hoir.;t, nnd a pllr.p. At 

West fortal, 574 feet of full-Sized tw1nel And 108 feet of 

S;dl-foot <.lr•i.:t had been c~ccc.•uitcd. 5~ 

?he exca•1a~icn of· the tunt1cl under thP. t>Hncrvision of the . . 
~ 

Reclu.!:.c.tion Service Ha9 tc contin~t! for• the next four y(~ar·s, Hith.~~.,:<~ 

the actuul wc:r}:. ~art•icd cut by Service (.mn5.nn(~l"'S .wh~n no S<1tisfuctorT 

bi~s could ba obtained £rom priv~te ccncern~.ss Eveni~ally, the 

Hork pr·o2.~essed en four hcadinza: ecwt fro!'!! the CE:dar Creel~ Pcr•tal, 

wcut fro~ River ?o"!·t<..~.l, and e<1st .. 'ln.d \!est fr'0J'l a shaft sun1~ into 

the mest1. abcut a ::~lc fl"Or.: ·River- l'crtt1.l. 56 

The hazards ecco~pan~ing the construction were clcsely related 

to the character' of the x-cck Batet-ial enccunt·~red durins excavati.ono 

Stilrtin(; from ~·les1: P<:·l'tdl ther~. t,:as the icllol,.dnt; gcoloeic sequ~nce;:.. 

(1) 2,000 feet of heavy, water-bear!.ng alluvial clay, gr(1.vel, and 

sand beds~ (2) 1,200 feet throu~1 a zone of hez~ shale below and ~ 

-
cravel dhovc, with ~uch scapage; (3) 10,000 feet of black shale, -~ 

with fossil deposit!! and pockets of combustible ~:ac~ (4) 7,000 ~eet·~ 

throu~::h a badly shuttered fault zone chc~ract(.n'i3c;.l by hi.rh ti~l;>£>Cl'ature 

hot ancJ cold \Ia tor, coal, IZ!c.u•hla, hut•c.l und coft scmdstone, lines tone~ 

and concentrations cf ca1•bonic-acid ens; ~·md (5) 15,455 feet of 

mctat1orphoscd t:rani te with t:!ar.y \Jcl ter-l>eal"ing ncnmn. 51 

Sone of the advcaturos of the suuterranc~n digr,erz e(1uallcd 

thone experienced by the earlier l"Unners of the l"ivcr and scalers 
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of its ch.:l5f:l walls. On one occr1.sion cn:cavators fl'ora the Hest end 

t~p~ad a cavern charced with c~rbonic-acid fas. Rushine and hlsoinp, 

thd eas drove Hcrker~· helter-skclter; and the ventilat'in~ m<1chincry 

hc!d to b<! turned off until the confusion subsided. 58 In Decenber 

of 1906 such a laree und.::l"'r,round :itream \-laS inte-rcepted that jets 

shot forty feet into the tunnel thrOUi?,h drill holes, knockin~ the 

dt~illei'S fr•oHt th~il' machines. The flo\.r t-1as estim<1ted at 25,000,000 

rallon;> in t'h'ent;,•-fou:r hours. Accon;)anyine tha water was a heavy 

and hiz:h tem;?cratures, wot .. k h.'ld to be hc.lltf::d in t!1is heading fot' 

a!Jout six Hlont!lS uati l a 6 80-foot v~ntilatin:.; shaft could ba sunk. 59 

Oc~~sion~lly, flows of water heated by slackine of shale would 

be ancountcred, r:d.s in.s th~ tam;.-.er<?.ture 5_n tne tunnel to an 

ur-.l>3aPabln at one point (ovar 90 d~e;:r•ees) that further work had 

to ba delay~d three months while a 400-foot ventilating shaft was 

construct~d. Gl rive hundred f•Jet of excav~ition went thl'oueh a 

daposit of fossil clam shells~ Hnd ~~acial tin~erine methods had 

to be devised to p~.::vent cave-ins here::. 62 In another spot ~·here 

the zr~nlte roof of tho tunnel began to cave in, the hole was 

filled with thousands of bales of hay.63 

~.:he;1 the pr•oject was .about half coritpleted, a Gt~ction of tunnel 

already shored zave way, cuttinn off a number of men in one of the 

headinr.s.6 1
• fortunately, an ail" pipe \·N\3 buried ~.Jith the '-horkers 1 

il.nd for 72 hout•s air ·.laG l1Uropcd in to the tnen \.;hile rescuers 

~· -- ~ .... - ... -- .. ---~··-~-·- ~--~ ....... ·~ 
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labored in three-minute shifts on a temporary opcnine. Constantly 

the erttombed Men implored their rescuers to hurry. Those first 

reached took their turns at the shovels to extricate their 

con~anions. Six men perished in their particular cave-in, caught 

and killed by falline rocks.55 Later a coroner 1E jury exonerated 

all persons from blame and attributed the accident to "unforeseen 

and unavoidable conditions."56 In 1909, just a few days before 

the tunnel was officially opened, Walter Honey, a driller,·was 

crushed by a ton of rock crashing dovm from the tunnel roof. 67 

At the River Portal, high \-later periodically invaded the tunnel 
l 

entrance, which was about seven feet below the water line, and 

kept pumps constantly at work, sometimes discharging as much as 

750,000 gallons in twenty-fonr hours.68 Hater in the tunnel not 

only raised the humidity to unccr:1fortable hei£hts for the workers 

(and increased the air temperatur•:! throu&h slacking of the shales) 

but had other adverse effects as Hell. 59 The tunnel floor could 

not be used at all. The electric tram tracks had to be elevated. 

Shoring timbers would float ar.-1ay or become vlat.er-soaked. Special 

attention had to be paid to such, coHlT£\Odi ties as tool boxes, pO\-tder, 

nails, repair parts for drills, and even lunch boxes to. insure that 

they ~,-wuldn' t become bur·ied in muck or Sr..;'ept a-v1ay. l-later flows from 

surrounding bedrock were so numerous throueh the tunnel sections 

excavated during the year from July, 1907, that pumps removed the 

70 water at the monthly rate of about ~9,000,000 gallons. In one 

section of fissured, water-bearing rock the water pressure often 

... ~ -- _..,., __ . . ... - ...... ,__.,........ ...... '---..... ·~ . .,....,....,.- .. 
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reached such extremes that it \·IOuld force po~r~dor out of: holes 

before the charges could be firect.71 In tha fault zone, frequent 

inrushinr water would often carry literally tons of sand ~iliich 

would bury traL"l tracka and tools for a distance of tHo hundred 

yards d~wn the tunnel.72 Indeed, so much trouble was encountered 

in the fault zone, it took a year to pacs through. In April of 

1908, a water vein was encountered which sto?ped all progress 

for months and necessitated the use of <1dditional pumpa. 73 

Earlier, another underr,round water course Has hit which discharccd 

fron the \·lest Portal at the rate of 7 1/2-second feet. This 

forced the raising of the tram tracks upon timbers for three 

and one-fourth miles, delayed drillinr, increased the labor 

of mucking and increased the cost of track work.74 

Forces from the outside 1-10rld proved just as bothersome. On 

July 30 1 1909, a cloudburst raised the level of Cedar Creek until 

it rushed into the portal cut, filling the cut ~ri th debris and 

....... 1shinr. out more than fifty feet of tiP.:berinst at the end of the 

tunnel. 75 The pr•evious August a similar l''ise in Cedar Creek 

bl"oke into the rescue shaft Gunk in :-t(1y of 1905, and \olork was 

delayed for a week.?~ Spring and summer rains would frequently 

make the steep River Portal road im~assable for the contracted 

fraiEht.wagons, and government teams often had to be used to 

haul in coal to keep tunnel pumps in operation. 

Denpite the co~plications ~nd frustrations, the work of tho 

excavation proceeded. 77 At the East and ~Jest Portrtla steam 

/ (. 
. .~ 

. -· ··~ ~-----··- __ __.., •••• ,., ....... ,.- ..... - -· ---- _.. ... -~- ·~-· '"'""' .,_. ~- ~~--~"'!~~ 
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power_ plants, air com?ressors, electric ecnerators, and cyclcidal 

ventilatinr blowers were installed. Tramming within the tunnels 

was carried on with six-ton electric locomotives, operating on a 

2~-inch [auge track and pullinc side-dump (west) or non-dumping 

(east) cars. Drillinc was done with drills be~t adapted for the 

particular substrate, with up to fifteen power drills operating 

fro~ the west enct.78 £lcctric linen were run into the tunnel 

headings ~s work progresaed, and all liehtine was by rneans of 

electricity •. 

Arthur ~age in his "Running a River Through a t~ountain," has 

ei ven a rood p:liinpse of the tunnel excavation t.;ork: "• • • T\oto 

r::ile5 and a half in the mountains · f1-.om the Uncofl'l;>ah.cre side. are 

/61 

about 15 men with three drills t-~orkinr. in the rocl:. Two steel pipes t 

a~out a foot in diameter, lead from a shaft to the head of the 

tunnel, cne purnpinc in fresh air and the other sucking out foul 

air. An electric train hauls out the rock as it is excavated, 

dcwn the long wet tunnel li_;:hted here and there by electric 

li£hts. • • • tt79 

Originally, the work camp at West Po.rtal. was a mere collection 

of tents, and the center was poorly·supplied with water and 

sanitary facilities. During the winter of 190~-05, this camp 

'~as moved c1bout a r~ile to a rr.ore convenient location. Gradually, 

dining halls, bunk houses, storerooms, offices, a power house, 

r.~chine a hop 1 stables, ,,nd cottages for families \>Tcre erected. 

Sir.ns of civilization bocane evident at this cor:u;mnit-y bearin~ 
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the post office nar.:e of Lujane. Sc\<Ut~e .o.nd water systens Here 

inut'alled. There were policerr!tm and suni tary inspector's. Good 

stores, boarding houses, a post office, Gchool, two churches, nnd 

a hospitnl were Gtarted. By AUfUSt 1, 1905, about 350 men were · 

cr~ployed at the ~~H5t Portal, and the to\om of L~ ane ;:rew to about 

ooo inhnbitants.oo 

Th~ Hork camp at River Portal '"as also initially composed of, 

tent houses. In timo those were replaced by frame structures ' 

covered "';i th t,'irp<~per. Because of the narrot-1 shoreline, the 

l~iver Portal community had to be built. in part on rocl~ debris 

from the tunnel excavation and in part up the steep slope of 

the canyon. Here each building had its own embankment foundation 

in order to give it land on t<~l1ich to stand. A l·J.rp;e stock of 

·supplies and spare parts for equipment was laid up here aca!nst 

those frequent ti:r:es when tho River Port("ll Hould be int'1ccessible 

by road. At this lC>cation about 11+0 men ~1ere er;ployed. 81 At 

the rirn was located the milk ranch, .Hith stock and cm?s to 

~upply the villa~e.below.B2 

The ~anifo\d difficulties ehcountered by this early reclamation 

project are emphasized by this staten\ent fro:n ,..the Fifth £~nnuc:q~ 

Report of the Recl;mation Service: 

Bef6re a proper appreciation of the difficulty of 
this work can be realized it must be recornized that in 
many respects it is an unprecedented undcrtakin~. At 
the present time an expenditure of nec1rly 100 hor!Jcpoi.rcr 
is required for tunnel ventilation alone. Every car of 
material taken from the tunnel must be hauled an averaee 

I I" ._):; 

- .. ~ .... - •,_-·~ ' -. ..... - -----·-~-~ ' 



y 

I 

.. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

18 

distance of 2 miles before it reaches the dump. Water 
flcwinr into the tunnel rnust be pum?ed lonr distances 
before it is finally dischiU'£~ed. The material throur.h 
which the tunnel has been excavated has been extre~ely 
difficult to handle in many places. The country in 
~hich the work is located is not self-supportinf• 
This has required the ship~ent from outoide points of 
precticr.lly ev•!.ry pound of sup;;lies used, --rr~i~ht 
rate5 are hi~t, labor is scarce, and correspondingly 
indifferent; supplies of all classes are commanding 
the hi[hcst prices ever realized. All of these 
factors increase the c!iff.icul ty c-.nd the expense, 8 3 

-
Lc:ck of cood, and in Borne ca.ses ~ 'iny, to{orkrnen did indeed presen.t 

a serious p1•oblem 1 unimproved by r:ood tv ages. Laborers on concrete 

work were paid at the rate of $2.36 per eight-hour day. E:<cavation 

laborers wcr~ paid fro~ $2.25 to $2.50 per day, while foremen 

rcc~ived $3.00 a day, Superintendents received $122.50 per month. 

Hen received free lodcings and hot showers but had to pay fer th~ir 
-

t1eals, 7 5¢ a day. 'the. t\-JO carnps, ho•..teve:r, \-:era somewhat isolated, 

the work hazat'dous., and the avcrar.e stay for a worker was only 

On June 30 1 1906, about a year after the Reclamation Service 

took over work on the tunnel, 11,992 feet had been excavated 

from the four headines,OS and in July headings three and four 
(I 

h d d as on t.e west en were connecte. 

this period averaged 25.6 feet per day, considered to be "greater 

pl"'orress than Has ever nade on similar work.n87 At other times 

it would take from twelve to twenty hours just to drill tho 

blasting holes,88 

Over the entire construction period, except for unavoidable 

delays, men worked in three shifts, nieht and day, averaein~ 

I~ 
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255 feet a month (350 a month from Hest aide• 150 a month from 

east river portal sidc).09 It was considered satisfactory prorrcss 

to proceed 300 f<~et par nonth _in f,l'«ni tic for•mntion free from 

unusual difficulties, 2QO feet per month in h~avy e~ound, end 
. 90 

GOO to 750 feet per rwnth ln shale offcr•ine no unusual obstacles. 

An Ancrican record in tunne 1 dl,i ving throueh hard rock \oJas made 

here in January of lSOB, Hhen ~49 feet of headine advanca was 

driven in one conth. 91 The enlarremcnt of the undercut drift to 

full tunnel section was accomplished by two rangs at an average 

rate of 1,665 fGet· per ~onth. Dur-ing the course of excavation, 

Inore than five million two-hcrse w.nt;on-loads of debris were 

rcr.ovcd. 92 

Soon after constr·uction of the: tunnel had be~un, it became 

evident that the timbering would not lcnz hold up under the 

influence of the heat and moisture, Conseo;uently, it became 

necessary i~r~diately to line the tunnel sections with concrete. 

fortunately, a suitable source of cand and travel was found on a 

steep hill overlookinr, the main shaft. The. cerr.~nt was rr.ixed, 

dumped into special cars, and trans~orted to the point within the 

tunnel h'here it could be shovel~d into prepared forms. By June 30, 

1910, all timbered sections and some untimbered sections of the 

Gun~it>cn Tunne 1 hact ba.en lined. 9 3 

In late June of 1909, the excavation of the tunnel H<15 alrnost 

complete, Und the two gangs of men workine in hoadines one and 

t\-!O becan to hear each others' drillinc. Hi thin tt-:o weeks, at 
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6:45 on the afternoon of July 6, at a poiht 10,012 feet from 

• River Portal, th~ t~o crews came together, and the rouHh boro of 

one of the loncest tunnels in the United States \It as completed. 9~ 

As the tunnel co~pletion became in~inent, a Montrose citizens' 

r:roup called the "Gunnison Tunnel Opening Ccrnnittee" laid plans 

for a [randiosa celebration. The Gunnison Republican for Aucust 

26, 1909, announced the "Gunnison Tunnel Openine Day" in misprint 

as Scp'tember 23, 1609, and in several issues included tho 

excitin~ program: 

9 a. t'l. -Band conc_crt Elk 1 s Park, Hontrose. 
9:30---Visit to orchards near, Hontrose. 

10: 00---!-:ec'ting of special 'trains fpom Ouray, 'l'cllur·idc, Gunnison, 
lr."lke City, Grand Ju:1cticn, Delta, Hotchkiss and Paoni~. 
1:$cortc<.l Ly bandn and Cor11p.any E, Colorado Hatic.nal Guard • 

11:00---Grand exhibition of the products of the land under the 
Gunnison 'l'unnul ppojact at the ~lestel"n Slope Fair. 1\dl:rrission 
50¢. Those entorin~ the crounds at this hour will be given 
a retu1•n ticket rood for the afternoon by applyinc for same 
on leaving the grounds •. 

12:00---Dinner. · 
1:30---nu~:;ic by vi3iting bands at Elk's Park. 
2: 30---Al~ri val special train with President t,lm. H. Taft and other 

national of ficic1ls. Signal: 1st bor.:th, train \.Ji thin city 
limit~;2nd bomb, on depot platform; 3rd borw, parade starts. 

3:00---President escorted to speakers' stand Elk's Park. Introduc 
I'eT:!arks by Hon. r. D. Catlin, chairran Gunnison 'funnel 
Opening Conr.1i ttee. 

3:05---Key of the city turned over to our p,ucsts by Hayor J. Q. 
3: 10---Address of \<lelcome by lion. John c. Bell. 
3:20---Res~onse by President ~aft. 
3: 35---Remar:ks by Senator Charles J. Htu,;.hes. 
3:40---Renarks by Gov. John Shafroth. 
4:00---Trains leave Montrose for West Portal Gunnison Tunnel, Fa 

for 1~und trip SO? (Racing at Fair Grounds will beein at ~ 
4;30---Salute by battery from Denver, at West Portal. Cannons wil 

be those captured by the f'irst Colorado Re,eiment from the 
Sprlnish at Hanilla. Husic by band. Invocation Rell. John J 
Shineler. 

4:30---0pening of the headtate to Gunnisoh Tunn~l by P~es. Wrn. H. 
Taft at West Pcrtal. 

4:50---Remarks by I. ~cConnell consultin~ encineer u.s.R.s. 
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4: 55---~e~arks by ~en<! tor Horace 'f. Dclonr, of Grand .Junction. 
5: 00---Trains return to Hontroso. • 
si3o---Pra~ident Taft will be escorted to the ~estern Slope F~Lr 

and shm-:n the produc-ts of the land under the Gunnison Tunnel 
project .=md mineral exhibi ta from the minine cam!l6 of thC3 
~!estern Slope. 

& : 00---Bt!.lloon c.sc('!nsion and par.1chutc lct1;> at the Fair Grounds. 
&:30---Supper. _ 
7:30---R~cepticn to President Taft and othc~s. 
8: 00---!·1u::dc by band at Elk's Pal'k. 
8:15---Rcnurl:s by Hon. A. Kine 0 of Delta, at Ell~'s Park. 
8120---Rea:arks by Arthur P. D.lvio, chi~f onginccr rccla)';'lation 

uer-vice, H<lShin;Tton, D. C. 
0:30---Re~arks by Senator John A. Tobin, Secret~ry of the Water 

User~' Association. 
B:3S---Rer~arks by Jud~;e s. H. Bailey • 
3 :t~S---Renarks by A. L. ?e11oH5, enr,.ineer. Denver. 
8:55---Rernarks by Conrressrnan Taylor. 
9:0C---GrRnd illu~inatcd oarade. 
9:30---Grand pyr~technicai display • 

And on September 23~ the eala celebration came off ~s scheduled, 

• • • ~ 95 
marking the off1c1al cpen~ne o~ ~he tunnel. 

,. _, . . . . 
11.~ong (.C1zn~ ta.r1es .1.n 

' 

attendance \·Tere Preuidcnt Taft, Richard A. Ballinr.er, Secretary of 

the Interior, Senator Ch(1.rlea Hur.hes, Jr., Repr(;sentati ve Edo;,1ard 

Taylor, Governor Jchn F. Shafroth, officials of tl1e Reclamation 

Service, fellows, Torrence, HcConnall and Lauzon. In addition, 

thousanda of si&htsoers came from all over the \lestern Slope. A 

special train from Delta broutht l,SOO, and 300 ~nne on a spacial 

train fron Cunnison. '1'hirty-six automobiles dl:'ove over from Delta, 

the occupants car-rying r<:!d and '""hi te umbrellas. Om .... a.y brour~M: a 

pack train, in charge of E. /\. Phinney, shc·,Jine the means of . 

transportation in the rich mines, 

President Taft carne in from the ec13t \m a special five-coach 

prasid~ntial train, in the first car of v!hich wet•e u. S • Re1:ular:1 
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as r,uctrd3. As a sr>eci<tl presidential I:uard \-lOre ("111 the 5hci'iffs 

of wcutcrn Colorado, decked out in western uniform with ten ~allon 

ha"ts, bandanas, blue flannel Ghirts and corduroy pants, each \.Ti th 

a Colt .qs in holater~ Precedine Taft's train uas another special 

carrying Rio Grande officials. 

The event \<laS her.nlded as the "bi{;eest event that Gvor huppened 

in 1-!ontrose." Bands fror.!· Oura}'• Ridgr.t<1Y, 01.1the, Ll!ke City, t~ontros 

and Delta t-Jer>e en hand, including girls' bends with natty uniforr.~s. 

The Grand Army· of the Republic 11 made a fine shm:inr; in the parade," 

as did the Dcoster1 s Association and the Colorado Rational Guavd. 

:font rose contt•ibuted its prettiest g.i:r•ls, ridinc on hcreeback, to 

th~ parade. On the main thorcur.hfare of to:.;n thel'e was a vielcome 

(;"1rch consisting of producto of the rich aericulturill country, and 

telling: how much had been raised during the! past year and ~;hat 

the completion of the tunnel would mean for 1910. The official 

Buraau of XnforJ~.t\tion v1as ~utabli.ahed at the Belvidere Hotel in 

Hontrose. 

Ten thoU'idlHl people congrer,ated at the fti)r grounds to erect 

the Pres idr:mt. The guard of hono:r \-las roude up of m(!nbern of the 

Grand Army of the Hepublic, and Hhen th-a President arrived. 

everyone g-uva a gre<lt hurrah. After givine a Hclco~e address, 

!ion. Jchn Bell presented Jaft 'riith a beautiful gold nadge in 

behalf ·of the cc:n:!'"iUni ty. It •.-Jas a "most bc~uti ful .~nd r.lorious 

Colore.do day to/eathel"{Jt~e, 11 leading Tuft to C<.'mnent 1 spcak-inr. of 

dl"Y tot<-·ns, that he ndid not wo'n,Jer thC/k>eOt'le here ~Jere 'dry' 
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as ~hey did not have need of a stiMulant as the air was like 

chr:ir!l~>ai:ne." Dut>ine the cc!'Cr1.:1ny • Captain Gunnison 1 s cousin from 

l!ew Yol. ... k t-~as introduced, Hayer Allen £;ave the key of th,e city to 

tha rr~sident, and there was a girls' relay race on bucking 
-

broncos. Follo~:ing this, the Pr~s ident Has ·conducted throur.h 

the fair zround!l by the prcsid~:nt of the F<1ir As~;ociation. 

In late .:tftcrnoon the Pro~idcnt' s train, decc.ratcd by the 

3rd Division, proceeded to tho Hest Portill of the tunnel, \.Jhere 

there \;as .:1. c;h~cial s"tand erected 7 5 feet a!jove the tunnel entrance. 

Ari the crowds held their breath, President Taft touched a [Old 

bell on a floating silver plete, the electrical connection 

tunnel hcedz~tes; and the watera of the Gunnison River were at 

last released from their rocky prison into the sunny "Valley of 

fcundains." This tell, of ;>ure told, \-IC.S furnished by the 

Colorado Telephone Company and inscribed on one side "Openina . 

of the Cunni .son tunnc 1 by His E:-.:ct;llency ~·lilliar>i IImmrd Ta_ft, 

Presi~ent of the United S~ates of A:~erica, Montrose, Colorado, 

~ t ~~r 1~, 1°09," .:>ep em._,~;; ~ .., '.Ch~ hell uao taken b<-tck to Hashinr,ton by 

'.i'aft after th~ cerer::ony. As the Wltter rushed through the tunnel, 

rcclasaticn officials fired 8<1lutes honor-ing the President, and 

back in Hontrose at the fa.ir r;rounds the ~1scensio:-t balloon l-:us 

relea.sed. Durine the ccrer.:cny tl1e President called -the surroundine 
-

Unccnpahrre Valley the "Incorr~;,1crable Valley ~rith the unpronounceable 

n .:u·.l~ ! " 
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In tho cveninr. the i'l'(!3idrmt had a special dinn~l' flt th~ 

Cnt~lin houso, ':.1.'ti ted on by ten of tho prctticnt youil~ ladies of 

HontPo~e. At the complf.:t.ion of thn f<~~lst, th·3 p>C!oplc of k1kc 

City pr.e::Jcnt(:.!d th0 ?rc~;idant \lith a 7 and 1/2-pound tr·out to dine 

on the next day. 'fh(l day •:;ndcd as the Prcsid~nt was esccrtod 

b~ck to hi9 p1•ivnto car by the w~starn sheriffs, to th9 accompaniment 

of boo:ninz .c~:m:1o:w and chC:!crin;; :i)e :>pla. The D-enwn"' Pos_! grf;cted 

Tu:mel That Uill !1<-'lkO Deset .. t Bloom, 11 11 'dcstern Slope if.::.kcs Event 

Gra!1d Holidny," "A::. P!"asident Puuhc!S Hutton Liftinr: Ireadeatca 

Gonz,s Sounded in Valley," "Bore 30,58 2 feet Lcnr, Hill Carry \-later 
Q" 

Tin--ou::h !3<H>~ of I·iountains. u- tJ 

Actually, ~uch -renained to be done on tha nunnison Rivar 

DiV(:!:'."Sion Pro5ec't. Tht1 intricr:ttc c?-nal systc;!l in· th·3 valley had 

to be completed, finishing touches h::H.l to be put on th'3 tunnel 

itself, and so on. Indeed, the over-all project wasn't considered 

$S,715,071J.t,l, nlr.tost h~lf of trhich had cone for the tunn~1.97 

The tunnel poPtion of the project ·..:as declared co~.?let~d for 

;n~sen.t use i.n June of 1910, wi. th the firGt water for il"rit:ation 

beinr, turned intc> thu tann<~l on July £. 9S 'l'he Gunni~on Ri vel:' 

Div(!rsion Da:-n <tt fUver Per-tal vldS finit>hcd !.n January, 1912.99 

Valley ~atcr Unor3 1 Associa~ion ~hich vas to repay conRtruction cost 

in forty ~nnual installments. 100 It wac estimated that the settlers 

who were to benefit from the project would pay about $35 per acre 

f . \. 101 or ~;ater r·~e11ts. 
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'The tot ell lcn~:th of the tunnel was 30,582 feet, ui th dir.10.nniona 
• 

in cro:;u scctiNl cf abcut ten feet by t~1elvc feet~ ~1he fall of 

the tmmal h'ilfi 2. 01 f~e 1: per 1, 00 0 feet, imd tla.ter- ct:.puci ty Has 

1, 300 cuvic feet per secor:d. Intnke c·n the Cunni sen River HllS 

about !'icvan feP.t bolC\; 1c.v-wnter line. 'l'he circa cf tr:e irr:tration 

i'roj ect incluC:ed llJ 6, 0 00 <.!ere~;. TLere \.:ere 170 r.-:i.leo of £W~ociuted 

canals, t~OO rd. leo of 1~ 1:eralr., u.nd 20 5 rd l~s of' <.!rc:~.im:; .102 The 

~ain canal was 30 feet ~ide at the bottorn, 83 feat wide at the 

top, <-d. th the .J vcr-age depth of 't:t1tcr heine ten fact. J..'urinr. the 

COU!'SC of the CGHStl'lJCt ion, irrization expertS _.from lill 0\'CP the 

world vioitcd the site and were arazed at the enrineerinz di~ficulti 

t;hich t·!Culd 'trundle the len;:th of 

the valley. en po,.;er from the t~mmi3on !U \'er IJi vcrsicn ?roj ect .1° 4 

?his \.1!15 a <lr.car:a nr~ver to be rca.lize<:!, but tht! otht'!P far-!'f'J.t.ching 

it as one of the gre . .l t, eaPlJ vtn tur>es of the Reclaf!ia tion ~Cl"'vice 
in the ~.JaGt. 
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1 - An oririnal draft of this chapter by Richard G. Beidleman was 
published in Colorado Har;azine 36(4): 266-285, 1959, under 
the title "Gunnison River Diversion Project - Part II." 

• This represents a revision of the original publication. 

la- Colorado State Efigineer, 11th Biennial Report of the State 
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7- u. S. Geoloeical Survey, First Annual Report, £[• £it•, 139. -

8- Ibid., 147. -
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10 - Hontrose Enternrise, August 4, 1900. The "State Canal No. 311 

b~ll uutnar1zed the use of able-bodied convicts in the 
construction work.--Session Laws of Colorado, 13th Session 
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for us to make provisions for the eJ~loyment of the 
convicts, and that the funds be drawn from the penitentiary 
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bill drawn from the general fund would be an empty affair. 
Also your people should consider what disposition the 
state should make of the water when the tunnel shall be 
completed. I think it best for the state to sell the water 
at reasonable rates to preferred purchasers, and that the 
bill· provide for an issue of script payable in water, which 
would assist the state materially, and enough of this script 
could be placed to feed and clothe the convicts. I would 
advise that the cantonment be made a part of the 
penitentiary and the operations be under the penitentiary 
board ••• "--The Gunnison·Peoole 1 s Charnoion, December 6, 1900. 

11 - lfontrose Enterprise, October 17, 19 01. 

12 - Montrose Enterorise, Novenber 21, 1901. 
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point. lf tl!e tunr•cl is tc b~ of ;,:t·<:.;c.t lenr.th, it • .. ;oul~ be tettet> 
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1~6Ibid., 20 G • -
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I• 1"\ \ h 1 } • ) ' It., ' l' ' "''} h '' • ft 'r ld I 'Ji rt \H' • • ! il~e, htmn~nr; a -..1.VCI' J.1l."'0Ui> il &lOUntcnn, v.cr 8 
·.·lor}~, Vo').. ll~, No. 5 (1907), 9329. --

SOu. s. Geolot:ical Survey, 3rd /,nnual Report~ op. cit.o, 209-211. .... ~ ~ .....-. ,.._..,.... 

Slu, s. !\(!clam.'ltion Servic.e) ~th Anmr<-tl P.c!')o-rt, _o.~,.· _c_i_. t-_._,, 96. 
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s 2 n~i.!!. , ~ s • 
53u. s. Gcologic.:'ll Survey, 4ti, /-.JimVll r-.~r.ort, .~_o_c. ci.t. __ ..,... -~· .... ~ .. ...._.. - _.._ ..... 

R~cl<-irlr=ltion St"r·vi.ce ~ '9th /\nnHR l Re~ort t OP. ci. t., 9 5. 
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S Su. S. c:;eolor:ical Survey, ::_t.b, !!..t:t~~. ·I~2..~!_, 22 • .si!• .. 119. Qn 
ce .... .,., .. ;,~ ..... ..,~ 10"1';. +h\""''C 1 'J.·r~"'Cl"'' ro'l~'T:"l t·'-c~ -1:r:·po,;: .. ~· .. l•.<, r.-C·:-> cr.-"1 1 ""'1-t'cn .) .1:''"'~""'-;;"' ,.u, ~ ... dlvt ._, ." 1~ _,._. '' ·~-~· .. - \. .C - ~. ~· . . -''"~·~·•~ , 

of tho:. tunn~l, ~ll of wtdch v;cr~ r.l3jc~tcd. 

s 7u, s. 

Servicn, 
1.09: u. 

5th Annual P.e;')ol't of d1e RP.~l~.i'flntlon ... ....,.._. __ ...,._,....._..., ._._.. _ _.._._,.... --ra ....,_.,_., _..., .. _.. __ . .,.._ . ..._..._....,....._ 
S !.•·,cl"'"·•t·:,,- ~ ......... ,l.·cn nil-, ~"'n""1 • ",.-;;; \.:...,J~~'I. 4\..-•i ,, . ..,_. L '\..;..' ;,} - - /"_ ... l...o.t.s. •• ---- .,.,.. ... 

Recl~~~tion Service. 9tJl Annu~l RAoort, on. cit., 96-97. 
fr .......... - ~,.,..,. ___ -~'f'C..._..... ............ ....,. .... __.. 

I 

58p"l~~, c;). r5t., 9325. It sr.c::~~ protable "thai: sl1.ghtly different 
cc~cPi:;>ti·:'~-i c:!'fi.i:r . .i lar r;:•wnts in r"':.:•plll<"•.r per-icdicc1l al'ticl~s mey 
actu.1.11y h~ve h~P.n vari7ltions o'n ~ ntnrl~ ~vent. r~~;.;s:.c.?er;; anc! 
the ·.:"·"''"J} ""·c····~'"'tc- ~,-... - .;-· .. ,f. l/p<"'leTC·c•i·ion c;e"·vica l":.pl'€""ent 1:i'1~ went 

• ~- -~' ~ """' " •• ·..... ••. '-'•· ~ ..... - •••• - ... \p .~ '• - -

valid sonrc:.w of infor-;riation. 

Glr:;,_ll_,c·pt !f:t'lh~,,, "'i~r.• c··-v.~>-:" ('ljl~~l·~r:.rl J~·,..,r·~G':-'Iof-.: .. )., r·.-... ,J'.:;c+ ., ___ \ ... ~,.~.::;,_ •. , .a.J.-'4 , ... .._(" .•• ,,rf-'••·"'-'"'' A,._._,_t.J. .... Lt_,, J,.\,..- ... ~~ 

Scientific 1\.T'lP.rican Bu!lPlencnt, Vol. Ga, No. 17$9 (1909), :tatJ • .....;;;..:;..._;.;....;. __ --- ... ....,. .. ___ .,....,_..__..... ......... ~__...,..~_.... 
~i" ,,s 

C.• .• • ' .J. • 
____ ._ 

(P~nvor, 1938), 13R. 

64This rtCCi.dent i~ dr~~crihc.d ln ~ .nlH!!hel' of r~1_?o-rts and ne\·t~p•l[h:~r 
articles, o:.d th de't•J.i 1.~~ v~.r.yir:2, CIS usuDl. lur:ont: the b:·s\: acccunta 
arc those in Pa~e, on. cit., 9327; u.s. ~enlopical Survey, ~th 
/innu.'ll !'.'!I-·0l't, ~7). ;:"f-t.";--flS'; V. f-. Geoloricc-.l.~;urv-:~y, i'f:th X.-::inual -- ._...........,._ . ( ) -- ·;·-·· ~E:!'o~t of thr:~ u. S, G0nlo.-.;:tc . .1:!. Survev l~OS , :?Gl-?.62. ;~.~~orti.Ht·.~ .. _ .... ____ --- ___ .... ._..,. ... _. -~-:"\-" ...... -.. -·~- -·~- .--~·-.--- ... (" ... ' . . .. 
to ;;m <'-c<:G<mt u; -ch~~ <.J',l<..n'•'f:C' ~i;:.r:; n:·:s \~~i;;et"te tor L•t.Y :n., l~·:Oh 1 'i ,. ~- ............_.-..- ...-~---- . 
25 ... 1orkep:; ~-vel'<.~ ".!ntnr::.H!rl ~r·v~1' <1. <::!r.tv.;-A.rt dnP. to SQAr•a.::.:~ to'<i1.1"'d~ the 
Ced-?..r Cree!:: ~:-.c of tlie i;u!-:.nel, Hpy Cr.·~~~ ;..•c Hr~ f'G!'!.'~•" o;,r:_ r::a.n 
rc:,ortcdlv shouted as he H,1s ctruck by T.hc hlast of air from the 
collop~:t;: ~f ·tl.o:. t1.:na.-:.l ~of • 
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6 !icn Jun~ 1. tt.e Co lord do ~-;~,ri;1rs C2.z.::.tt~ 1i s t€ d f 1. v~ Ir::;::a •"lS 
de&dz • 'Cc·.,·-::!rd f.chu).~r, i-'lo:,.·d ;.oC'd~,uft • A ... 1:~. f.t.o:-e)":', Ch;::l•lcn lk·rn'h~rt 
and .JaDes Ct-:.s::;id::;, A ~ixth cc.,_sualty, Her.:,12n I:<::k~r:n~1:n, ;-:,1s !'~~ported 
on the fc·J lo~d.nr. C·"!..Y. Th~ r•?5Ct~e~·s h·c·r~ed in thr~·:;!-r:d.nut-~ :relays 

f ·t•··"·'t" '""uY• , __ u,...,··· r-1.· .... -"'ly .,""_c.,..in- t}1:. •···l'l···-' , •. ,,... ·1·1d 11-"ll.'lcr C·r· .. .,':.:, ~- .... · . .., ... •!·.;: _ :Ji 1 _ ~a:l...L .L ·--:t ll..-.; , ....... _ !..J""' -:.:•..t , .• t ... ;' ·; J, ~!"' ... l· 

thcr:: U\> v si;...:ty-foct t"':'~"!cue t1.1P.ne1 l:y ro;:'t·n. 7r.~· ,J,~ne 1 i8':~e c! 
th o l·:.., ... ~,. ·"·"'' .... ~ .... A .. ~ "• .... C'~ ·~··,:l•r."n .: ·t-'·'"'":Jt •·to'-"Y ,:"' ~l~'l T ~-d .... ·.-1 t:le •- ,,...,.,..~,.\""".; --"~ .. --'(,:.-. L·- - • ... ,... A---....., ... ., ..;:~ .._ __ ._.. .... t.-, -'-

J:",Cn t s~·~~}:~:{;pj_,~ t! <!,'!5 1 
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78A. w. Kolker and D. A. 
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Diversion - 32 

95 - There are nan)' rood accounts of this celebration: Delta 
County J.'ribune, Septer.1ber 24, 1909; 'l'he Denver Pos·t, 
Scptenb~r 2 3, 1909; ~ Gunnison Rcnlii'3Tican, /\u[:ust 26, 
1909, September 30, 1909; Colorado Sorin~s Gazette, 
September 24, 1909; Arthur vJ. I·lonro~Hontrcse County, 
Interviews Collected during 1933-34 for the State 
Historical Society of Colorado," C.H.A. Pamphlet No. 357, 
Library, State Historical Society of Colorado; and others. 

9Sa- Taft's own personal body ruard 7 Captain Butts, was also with 
him. Butts later \-Jent down ~n the Titanic. - Arthur H. 
lionroe, 11 i1ontrosc County, Intervieus Coiiected during 
1933-34 for the State Historical Society of Colorado," 
C.H.A. Pamphlet Ho .. 357, Library, State Historical 
Society of Colorado: interview with Robert Lee Smith, 
p. 9 3. 

95b- Taft personally congratulated Miss Bertha Hull for winning 
the CoH[irl's Relay Race. - ~· 

96 - The Denver Post," September 23, 1909. -
97 - u. s. Bureau of Reclamation, 22nd Annual Report, 1922-23 (1923), 

54. 

98 - u. ·s. Reclamation Service, lOth Annual Re?ort of the 
Reclam~tion Service, 1910-1911 (1912), 89; Reclamation 
Record (1910), August, 66. 

99 - U. S. Reclamati~n Servi~e, 11th Annual Report of the 
Reclamation Service, 1911-1912 (1913), 67 •. 

100 - Reclamation Project Data (Hashington, 1948), 443, 445. 

101 - Gunnison Renublican, Aueust 26, 1909. At the time of the 
- open~ngo.f' the tunnel in 1909, the Reclamation Service had 

hastened to quash the rumor that "SO~OOO acres of land 
would be disposed of by drawing in tracts of 40 acres, 
with a guaranteed government water right~" 

102 - Reclamation Record (October, 1909), 96. 

103 - Reclamation Project Data, 212.• ~., Appendix No. 1. 

1G4- Chapman,~·£!!., 102. 

.. 
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Colorado Is m~clc Cnnyon of tho G-...um.inon certainly ranks 

m~!Ol1G tho foronost cmsms of the uorld in terms of diJ.1onsions and 

l'cnm·m. starting at Sapinoro, uhero the ancient pre-Cc.rnbrian 

roc1: cor::plex first boconos ovide::."lt, the Gtt1111.ison River has cut 

::-:...Tl ovol" deepening gOl~Ge ·to· Hostuard for a distc.nce of some fifi.-y 

!niles until., mrl.ncing northHost, the river loaves its w:tlled 

confines and joins the Hol')th Fork of tho Gunnison Hi vo1~ in the 

l;orth Fork Vn.lloy noar Delta. 

7l1o deepest and most spectacular portion of tbis chasm, a 

t..rel vc-:r.Jile lencth, has be on included ui'l.i hin the boundary of 

tile Black Canyon oi' the Guru'lison Hational Eonurnont, ubich uas 

established by tho presidential proclamation of Hol.,bort Hoovor 

.on Hc..rch 2, 1933• Here the sorgo dopt;h rv...nges fron 1, 730 to 

2, 725 foot~· uhile the uidth :na_ryous to 1,100 i'eet at the rim 

and as little as L~O fe0t at the bottom, at tho lattvr si to tha 

~ive1~ conplctely inv.nduting the chas.n floor. The depth ·::md 

nc..l .... ro1moss of tho Bln.ck Canyon o.re 01nphasizod by tl~e sheer~ .,.•.:•, 

blo.cl{-ntaincd, lichen-covcl~cd, variegated pro-Carnbriuri Halls 

and tho po1.,iodic g'loom Hhich shrouds the dcptb.s. 

Ti.1.m"'e uro othol .. canyons in the -uo1.,ld ui th grouter ote'r-all 

dinonsions, a..'l"ld 001:1e Hho so fmne exceeds that of' the Black CQilyon. 

Roco.rdless of these compotitol"s, houevor 1 Colol .. ado 1 s Blo.ck Canyon 

'of tlle Gwmicon is mcmor.:J.ble for· its nm:.('ounoos 1 depth, a.'l"ld . 

ir:prcssion of cor:1bor solitude. It is ::m~ll '\render, then, thut 

thol.,o developed in tho past efforts to hn.vo tho 1:1ost spcct~culm' 

2oction of this coree not nsido as one o~ our country's ~~tional 
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tt'.:rouch tlw 13laak Ce.nyon in 18132-03, tho scenic value~ of the 

Dl~lclc Canyon Here being publicized. Dryant 'n trans:it1:~on H. C. 

Hrig!:t wrote a doli0htful letter entitled 11 A Uintcl" in tho Black 

C:.myon of tho Gunnison n2 uhich portr<.:.yod sol~ie of tho spectaculc.r 

scencl'Y: 11 Hcn•oto w1s unfolded vie~v c.f.to1" vim·i of the l:lO st 

uondcr:lull_, tho r.wst thrilling of rocl-: expo&"Uros_, oric vanishinG 

f'ro:·i1 vieH only to be replaced by another still r:ioro ihposing. A 

\rie:u t-~bich could easily be maue into a Scottish Feudal Custlo 

t·IOUlcl be follOHOd by another SU[;gostinS the t-lildos·~ p~rts of 

ir~posing hci:_;ht <md majestic proportions •••• 
11 

A!1other enthusiast, F. H. Het·rell, Chioi' llyd:"''[;l"aphor for 

the U. s. Geological Survey, told the edit;or of the l'·ontrose 

TillterprifJo in 1901 that the Black Cenyon of the Gun ... nison "is 

tl:e crandest scenery on the continent, m1d that sor:ethin[; should 

be dono to in vi to tourists and sishtseel"S to look on its \rondors." 

lfe;zell tbought thQ.t tl1o canyon Has "un:o."'i val1od_, even by the 

Grand Canyon of the Colorado • 11 

In tho lata 1920's local citizens in n.nd c,.round 1~ontrose 

b-:;g.J.n nc;it;atin~ to hn. vo the Black c~1.nyon desicnatod as a 

national monur.1ent, ui th a bl"i dgo oven ·t;ually to bo built to span 

tho chas:m. 'ri1is proposed bridge, 1::ontioned as ti:e 
11
rlighest 

bridge that ~-rill ever be built in tho 1.·rorld1 
11 uould bo 1, 250 

20.. 

foct in length al'ld extend 1, 9,?0 -foot above tho Gum1.lson River. 

One of the very voctu prota.e;oni sts of Black Canyon at this 

ti!1:o uas Dour;L1s Lytle, a rancher ;-rbo lived botHcon DostHick 

Fal~1t a'!ld. tho cx1yon' s South 1\in~. During the stl!:ur.cl" of 1928_, 
. 

,..,,.. i·n1r1 t-'hr.> ,. ..... ,.n+:~r !:\rr::m~. Hr.~'Y''Y'V h. T'Y'A1nr'lil. about .. tho_.e~i:::tonco 
~·,·~~-
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of tho ~pccto.cuL~.r coree so close to Font!'O:JO nnd SU[.;GC:Jtcd that 

p0rha1)B the !-:ontrose Lions Clnb, of '1.-Jl!ich Irolund '1::8.3 a uor.~bol'', . 
could bo intcl'csted in cons'oructin[; a 11pascublo road." to the rim.3 

Irol:.ki<l brousht the matter to the attention of the club, 11hich 

~ras interested ~mel Hhich sot up nn investico.ti ve cOl:-:Nittea 

co:-':)o::;od of Ircla..-·ld
1 

L. J. Fost0r, suporintGndont of the 

Unco::::;:·;o_11[:;re Reclru-.:J..tion PPojoct, and RcVGl .. end 1-:ro:>k T. l·;arncr, 

rdnister of the lqcal Uni 'God pl_--.esbyterian Church.4 

Soon after its 2-ppointr.:en.t, this cornmi ttoe made a 

recor..!'laiss::mce trip Hith Lytle to the canyon, r;ettine; a. pr:.norrunic 

vic~-; of the countrjside from SiClal Hill and then proceading to 

the r-h:1 neet.r -v1hn.t latc:c> "~.-las to bocomo d10lTl'l as Lions Sprii.-~~· '£ho 

r~:on \·:ere ent1:us:iu.stic about the possibilities of_ tho ar<::u a..'1.d 

he:..lrtily recOl'il1;onded tho road-building p1•oject to the club. T1.-10 

cnginocrs, after a p:relirdn2.ry. surveying trip, asreed that tho 

• ro!l.d \-:as fee..sible •. 
On 1-~r-..I•ch 8, 1929, the Lions Club voted to sponsor construction 

o.f o. 11 scenic drive 11 to and along the canyon ri.'ll: 
11

It is believed 

t;lw.t tlH> Club has inaugurated a c;1 .. cat novor•1ont. The ultir.1ate 

results carinot no·\..r be .for seen ••• u5 The cor;r(ni ttee ran a rough 

su1 .. vcy f'ol' the proposed road, marking the route out t..ri th red 

strin:::.;s hung on the brush. Tho cor:unitteo felt that 
11

a dn..y 

s·:~oul<l be proclaimed to uo'rlc on this road... It is believed !Ghat 

in the ir.w.nc'=~iato futuro o. gonorn.l proclamation uill be 1~c..de .for 

avery ono pozsiblo to to.l~e a. day off and e;o up e.nd do souo uork 

,:;nd r.,wa a picnic dinner at tho spring noar the co.non riiO ... 6 

Lytle oi'i'crcd to m!J.ko avail::..ble his 'cr·o.ctor und"soee brush crubber I 

'chat uill ::.:.-rub a po.th seven foot Hido, if the Pooplo of i.-:ontr•oso 



I 

.. 
I 

j; 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-
I 

>. I } 

{ 

I ii 
·! 
~ 
.t 

i I . 
·1t 

t 
'f. 

' 
'• I i· 

f 
...:· 

,: I. 
\' 
\ 

'· 
:!" 

·Hill donate un. equal ru:.wunt of time ."7 

July 19 ua.s set o.sido "us n do.y of 't'JOl'•k fo1 .. tho Liono nt 

tho canon. Tl:toy uill loo.vo hoi•o o.t 7 o 'clocl::: oqttippod uith 

n:;·:os, GrubbinG hoos a.nd other tools noconsc.ry ·i:io cut oak bl .. ush. 

ovoz-hanGing b::'Ush removed eo as not to acratch curs. This uill 

be clone fil .. ot. Then DoucJ-o.s Lytle uill start his t1 .. actor and 

sasobrush crub'bor to uo rk on the upp or end. of the road c..nd "tho 

Lions uill got busy rer~ovinG tbo .bl .. ush fi•orn th-1 s stl .. otch. u8 

In november, 1929, Rovorcnd Harner took Jo1L7l Eo~·roll, 

!Iontroco Cow."l'Gy Cor:l!:linsion.cr, m.1.d H. T. Rono, resic!ont state 

hicln-ruy e:1g:inoor, to the co.nyon und sold them on the idea of 

building a good county l"OO.d. Luter the board oi: cou.'l'lty 

cOi.J.Illsnionors endorsed the rn .. oject, as did tho I·!or-ti•oso city 

conmissionors, tho rotar-y club, liontroso Chunbel .. of Co:.m:1orco1 

D0ltn Cm.mty chru:bc1.,S of corrnerce, and othol, 6r0o..'Yl2.zations und 

individuo.ls, inclucling tho Eontroso D:J.ilY. J.>-.c>eas and espociully 

it 3 no us ocli tor, Harren F. Hilc ox. 9 

T"ne Lions Club cho.se the constPuction of tho l .. oo.d to the . 

Canyon o.s its :major proj oct for 1930.
10 

Ho:-.:·k uo..s bogm1 on the 

nppl"oach l"oad in He.y, 1930, tho road ric;hc -of-Hay bei.P..g donated 

11 by Lytle. T'!'...i s road \-Ttls to proceed from E-o:::tHick l'a:t .. k to the 

canyon rim, a. distance of about seven lnilos. It uou.ld then 

pare.llol tho csnyon rim for a distance of sone ono ... and-o.-half 

roiilcs, o.nd in this crea tbreo ~hort brunch roo.d3 ·t-tero to ba 

constructed loa.dinc ou.t to tho ed:.;e of eo::!o of tho IUOl.,G 

intePcs'l;ine points projocJ0in~ from tho canyon rim. P!.,otoction 

r.t Cthesc points 1·r:.ls to be by n.n iron railing cot in tho 1.,ock.12 
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p •. .a.. "b] J. rl·u,, "'lli• r. ..:.~·ll-< ....... c ~ ... ;; 

f,r.~cnc; tho county ro ud Cl"OH c.t v:orl~ on tho Blhal: Cnnyon 

rp~d Hero Dan Johnson, fo1~enru11 Hollen IIotchi~is~,. Ed Sic;c.f'us, 

Pat S!1n.ff'cr, nncl Bon and Gla.rcnce Terrill. On one occo.::don, so 

thd story coos, 1 3 Ed Sigafus vnls bucl:ing one of tho trucks und 

it cot a..uo:y from him Ulld hm•dlod dm-m into -tho C~1yon depths. 

Houove1~, those "'·!orko!.~s in a senso made up the f'or loss by 

boat, tho Cit:z: 2£. Hontrooe, fro;n the 1900 rivol" expedition by 

The c~ploted road uas dedicated on Septcrnbor 1 1. 19301 a 

r:ellm-r' lnte-Sttr;1!Jer Labo1~ Dt:.\Y 1 Hith a gala celebl'•ation. 14 

Picnicl~ors fr'Orn Hontroae, Delta. end the tm·nls of the lro1•th Fork 

v~~lley gathered in a clearing near the "bridGe site" for a. 

fo::;tivo feast, topped off ;.rith ice crcc.ra and cc~ko sel"'Vod by the 

Lion::; a.'l'lcl delicious coff'ee breHecl by J. H. Bm"ltley. A co.nvas 
-

uas erected a::: protection o.c;o.inst tho su.-:1, uith seats sot up 

undor it, and lmtel~ Has provided from a largo to..."lk chillod 1-li th 

several hu."ldrod pounds of ice. . The rnuny cn.1,s i·rel"O diroc'cod to 

6~1i'e pm,1dn;:; spaces by unifo:..-ried men of Gompm1y D, Color~tdo 

national Guard, under the direction of She!~ii'f' EcAnally • 

Pl~ior to lunch, visitors, oven Rob.ort Curtis on his 

crutches, toolt tho opportunity of vio1vi1"1G tho cru1yon frorJ soveral. 

vcntase points protected by hastily eroctecl ruilinss; :.u"ld f'r·om 

their stace at the can.yon rim Profos:::or tM>·<) I.oyde Hillyer nnd 

his fifteen ba..nd rnenbors I,ondEn~od a nu ... rnbor of rr.loctions to rogc.J.e 

the ::mdionce. Er. and Hrs. D. B. Hn.lkel~ Here bucy taldn3 photo-

t;l~aphs of tho ~ccner-J and festivities, und T. Stnr:1bauch of the 

A.A.A, vras eutharing n:aterinl for o.n m,ticle on scenic fce.turos of 
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the IH.1cY. C<:.nyon in the /\.A.A. naeazinc. Shortly after one 

only forty-five minutes after it cane off the pPe~;s, copies of the 

!!ontror.e ne~.,rspapcr tellinr, of the dcdicntion, the ink b~rcly dr;', 

were distributed to the cathcrinu. 

At 2:00 i!. m. the c!cdicrttory c~-:;renony b(: ec:n, presided over Ly 

Harry Ireland. 6 Acco1!ipe..nied by r-ene t·icGreeoP on the· col'net, 

cveryor.e s~1nc Ar::r.r:..ci..; ; ... nd J\.c'I~PcrHJ \ic.rnet• pronounced the Invocati 

Ir~l2.nd portrnyed some of the early history of the ~rca e1nd called 

U?On Sat1 liort]!;an, the oldest inhc.l>i tant present, to relate sorrte 

of his pioneer e>:perir.nces c-u>socia.ted \d th .· the canyon. Th~n 

Countj' Co~::-:d.ssioncr ·Hm-:ell spoke al.Jout his im~JI'cssions of the 

canyon, commentine "Fortunate indeed are the people of the 

Unco>!1?&hgr·e Valley both noH and in the futur~ in havine at their 

very dcor this beautiful scenery. Every effort Ghoulc! be made to 

reake it more accessible to the general public." 

Hc-..z,~ll H~nt on to SUf~r:est that an approach road (llso be built 

~o the north ri6 and that the Lions Club should seriously be~in 

J · 1 f • b • d n t' ' b • · • to tn"l ce p_ans or tne r1. ~:e, • • • no ·ol.nt~ vary ~C or l.m;>os~l.ble 

about it, if ;1e all •,;ork to;;ethci'•" He facetiously continued: 

If tl1is is not soon done the n~n who pushed the 
"1ork and built this road this t;umnel", uith Piyself Hill 
cone up hera sor:ie dark nizht <;.n<.l huil<l it fen .. you. 

ThG Lone Lcnr, '.fr('.il on the uppet• end ccut be improved 
so that r~ost of you could Hulk do·.m to the botto!'!l of the 
canyon. • • !tnc then just above us dm-m the Lone T:r.ct:! 
'i'rail it •.1culc be possible to build a pm;cr coe raih1<1y 
so thr1t any of ycu cculd easily to dmm and stand clos·'a 
to the perpendicul~l" Halls and be near the mo.ny catar~1cts 
end f.:-tlls. 

·······----·~ ... --..-~ ---- ·- ·~- -~ ~~ ..... ~ 
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It u::ts tllon Rovorond H:J.l'nor 's tu1 .. n to ud<.ll'css tho cl"'m·Hl. 

tr...o hopo that -the scenic 0.1"~00. micht ovcntm lly be set t~sido a.s 

a national :p,u·k or nc~tional mon·ur.!ont. Gus Fo stor offered a 

rozolutj_on. on oob .... '"llf o:f tho gatho:;."in:;, than.kins c..ll uho had nade 

possible the croa·tion of the road. .tLYld fin2.lly ·t-ri·th a bo·ttle 

of Lions Spring •.·w.te::.."' color9d t-rith Uncompah[?."'O Gl"D.PO juice 1:rhich 

she hurled into tllu depths of ·the canyon, Bernice Uar~nn fol''!:lully 

chrictenod the 1~oad: nrn tho nmne o'Z tho peoplo of tho Sttl..te of 

Colorado
1 

I bJ."'eak this bottle of viine rmd christen -this b.it::;hHay 

aev:::rond Harner 1 s susc;ostion tho.t this T!o·~rly openad ru:•ea 

bo established as a nu. tional mon•.t.rnent uas not w"'l o:r-ici::..1oJ. idea. 

In Juno of 1929 tho r:on-tr•oso D2.ily P:r>oos ran D-"11. o.rticlo about 

the propo ae:l bl .. idge a.cl"'oss the canyon.
1

.5·rhis Rrticlo 't-;us seen 

·oy H. E. Dauchen1J:::..ugh of Paonia, uho ex.ci;cedly t-rrote the · 

have the canon maclo a ~'\tionn.l r:'!Orrtlrnent in its narr'O".·;est o..nd 

deepest pro. .. t. 'l'Then it Hould be plc..ccld on the map. 
11 

Dau:).:.enbau8h 

i-rent on to say that 11i'or scenery it has the Royal gorgo beaten ••• 

At Grizzly Gulch there is a. Hay into the ca.::."1-yon that u good 

clir!l:)el .. ce..n 
0

c:t dmm or up in S...Tl hour o.nd a half. IJc is harder 

goinr:; doK"l ond tho poison· ivy '\.rlll hu.va to be eliminated to ms.ko 

a. popular tourist trail.... I kneH a raan ·Hho liv0d ui thin 10 

r.1ileo of it for four years,· t1nd never knoH it md stoc1... Very 

feH clo~tn tha lino knot.f it is SO e~sy to t,ot to, • • • /Ul invalid 

cun cot to tho rim at Gl .. izzly ·Gulch •••• n 

·-·---~· . ..,.., ........ ......., --~ . ' 
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Ronpon<linc to .D~ushenb::-.. uc;h' a lot tor, tho D::>.il;y: Pl'Oss e<.titor - --
urotc: 11Ecro is a.n iclou pl"•o::::eatod by a D::1ily Pros:> :;.-.oadol" o.nd 

correspondent. IJot; t n c;et buff'/. Got Ed T2ylor and ·sono.tor Phipps 

D.nd Hat0rr.w .. n busy and cot ~or:1ethins do!'lo. Got a m tiona.l nonur.~ont 

ostublizhod D..."ld oo:·~e publicity CLY!d tho covoi•nmont to build a l"'O~ld 

und then a :_.ridge ond so on. Hore is tho letter, ono of the 

r::ost intol .. estins, il;1porto.nt and tirnely vre huvo received in a 

lone; tine.". 

PursuinG tho nattor furthol", .Ho-:·m Editor Harron Hilcox 

s,:.-1Yt Consressr:::ln Eel Taylol" o. letter rU1d clippinc;s on July 17, 

1929,16 tolling .him about the idea of r..avlng Blaclt Ctmyon 

establishe~l a.s a national nonu..T:1o..'lt1 aski11s hi..'11 hou ono Hont 

about accompli sh.i11_g such a thine, und if naJGional :mom.ll1Em t status 

\·;ould interfor 1-rith the construction of a toll bridGe.? Taylor 

for~·n~C.od the letter ui th cl:i.ppin:z;s on to Director fl.~ bright, 

t-:o:ndering "junt hoH this ~attar should be b:' •. ndlecl in order to 

get the canyon inspected and report for an Rxocutive Order to 

croc. to th a t:onument? ul 1 
Acting Director Dor.;aro.y sugsested to Taylor thut those 

behind the r.1ovo snb.:nit a :map 11 shmr L"lg \d th reasonable accu.rs..cy 

tho araa they think should bo included in order that ua might 

be able to invostig~to _tho status of lands therein. ulB This uas 

because of o. Pal"'l~ Service policy not to os·cublish o.dclitionn.l 

n:onw1cnts·containing privately o't':ned lc.:1.d. ·Also., Do::2ro.y noted 

that thore could bo no r.1ove -to create the r.:on-.rr.1ont v.ntil the 

Pc.rlc 2orvice could nako o.n official inapoction; end cinco it had 

no funds available for such o.n inspection, a rJ!,)OCi!ll l"oquost · ... _ ........ . 
. · r' .. . 

uould ho.vo to bo r:;o.do oi' Conc;l .. 6ss. 

·---~ 
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Unfortunately, durine this pol'•iod ''Jilcox t z heol th failed 

::nd .Oho lhoft for C:1lif'orniv.j nnd tho ini'ol"11Hltion fro~n Ha:Jlung!con 

became micpln.ced.. Thus, in e~..rly Jnnuary of 19301 Attorney John 

L. I3ell, on behalf of the Liono Club, urotc Taylor uslcing ~Y_;n.in 

for natorial on monurr:cnt establishr~;ent, pointinG out that "ua 

have not binG in Eontro so County of outs ttu1clins scenic valuo 

other than tho project Hhich the Lions Club h~u3 undorta1~en1 and 

heretofore bavo had to advertise Ouray end Gr'und EosG. in ord.el., 

to set tourists to r.1ontrose. For that rea:::on, HO ~"'0 

anxious to d;:;velop tho project. He do not .boliovo that any 

section of the countr-y can duplicate the ::.conic grandeur 1·ihich 

He hc:.ve here in our Blacl-:: Canon, and feel i;llat if tho Govern.-,:ent 

cm1 ·,;o persuaded to make a national monur.:ent a.t this place, that, 

it uill undoubtedly becor1e one of the crcatest scenic attract:i.ons 

in Colorado.n19 

T~ylor cutifully passed Boll's letter on to Director 

Albric;ht, observing anong other tbi!l6G that "• •• it seens this 

caayon is public dornain, the people of nontrose do not H::.mt to 

i!uprovinc the canyon, only Hhen COl'lpleted to l~.:::.ve pl'i vate 

indi viduc.ls go in there and f'ile on the lc,nd 1 tmd possibly 

cou':ercialize tho 1-.c:::ults o:r the city and county's 1.-ror·!( and 

o:~ponditul"CS of monoy donated r:.:.fld appropriated for 
for So that roo.son, they arc arodous to havo the section set aside, 

as a national rnonurJent, 01 .. -in· ~~o1~1e uay to insure tho canyon 

beinc; ·sot r>_siclo for public use as a scenic and recreational 

r:·round. u20 
v 
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sc::-vic0 c;i vc fon:nl concic1oration to h:.:.vine; I31:J..ck Canyon sot 

o:;:-i[;inc..lly roco:r:-Tinendod. Acting Director Co.rncl"'Ol ... lJToto 'v'he 

Gono~o.l L~~d Office on Fobruury 21 to nocort~n tho stutus of 

ls.nds in the o.rcn. ";-ri th a \t--i ei'l to croat5.on of a nc.tionn.l 

th:J.t 11 o!' the total nre:Al of: v.pp:r'o:-:ir~'.;oly 72,000 acros all but 

it is round tb::tt tho lands in quostiiOn O.l"'O for..::1<~l"' Uto Indian 

Ccnv:'oss, 1;i th p:·oT ision for pn.j-r::cnt to the Ind.im1s of the 

p::-ococds o:-: tho lends "Hhon cl:izposocl o.t n. p~"'ica Q of no~~ less 

... '"' 22 . t:ha.."1. ~,1. 2~ pe:> o.cro •••• 11 .c'\lbrir;h t conclv.clod by stating that 

tho So:Pvice uould not be favol ... o..bla to the establi sl:m!on'.:i oi' a 

nat;ionc..l nonunont in t;ho area, becaune of the large extent of 

con~;;istently roi'ruinod from no.ki~ uppl"'opriations for •••• " 

In Hay of 19 31, tho r.:ontroso Lions Club e_euin t riod to 

intcroot the ?<::rk Service in Black C.?.nyo!l. This til:1o TJions 

Club ?resident rJ. C. Einildn proposed a a·,1aller purcol i'or 

incJ.twi.on, r::ost of Hhich t-ro.s I:.Ublic ls1.d. Cc.:r:~morcr replied 

that a Pa.1,k Service rr.an 1nigh.t bo in tho recion tho co-.. :uing fall 

or l·rin~Gc::?, 11and if so ho may find tmo to go ovc1 ... this C!.J?OO. 

23 t-:ith you." 11Hm-:evor," G:.lliu~wrcl"' continued, ur uo~dcr if :rou 

havo-connidored tho possibility of oato..blishing a stato or 

·'~:. ~·· --. LU:dcipal pt.U'k of the G.!-.08. tbat "JOU SUGCOSt'l• • • • n \•n!..Cl'l tho 

}_,io:r..s Club still pronscd for monm,!ent consicloration, CtU"Gmc~er \ ··-·. · 
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to lool:: ovcl" t!10 co.nyo!l. 21.~ :Svo:ntu.ully, thin visit lrould 

uhon tho Gl":::nd .Jtmction Lions voted to c..s~ist tho r:ontrose group. 

])",.:u.>ins tho sn!;JO ri:o~1th :ac.tioru:tl inte:.. ... os-t; uas centered on the Black 

Ct'll1:fOn by an o.ri;icle on tho proposed nom.ll'Jcnt- uncl b:>."i\."'.go 1.1hich 

rcc;ist;er had boon :>ot up at tho end of tha not-: o.:·.::.to~:::6bilo roc.d. 

Durinc 1930, 1130 peoplo i'ron 23 5tD.tes s.nd tuo .fm ... eicn coun't.-;rios 

fron 33 stntcs, tbx•cc fo:L.>oicn ccuntrios, m1d the D-lstrict or 
Colur:bia.25B-.i October 20 of 1932, r.1ore thml 800 vi::litor3 fra::t 

thirty-one ntutos lud f::ic;ned t:1.o looso-lea:f l~oeistcl"• 

/Among the falJ. v5.ni tors 'HO.S u.t lonG las·~ a ro:;,.n•osentuti vo 

of the national Pm..,k Service, Hocor U. Toll, tt1o stopped in o.t 

the p?il;r Pl"'oss office on Octobor 14 8..1'1.d usl:od if lJu:;_-•ron Hilcox 

t-~ould to1:e hiLl up to the canyon. Toll t-<US ver-<,{ ir:~presood by 

tho sccnc1·7 ho er!cotu1tored a..Yld ·uhile in the 1:ontrose c,_rea 

deccribod to tho local lJcoplc tho stops thoy should tul:o ·in having 

the co.nyon r::ad6 u. national r!:onuD:.ent f 
On ITovo:.:!bor 1, 1932, Toll .L'U'bmittod o. i\.lvor:;.blo l"Cl1ort to 

tho l!atior:cl :;ark Service, rocor.~:rr.ondine; the crco.tion of tho 

no.tion£~.1 rncnru.'!10nt26 and suer;esting that tbe propo::;od nonur.1ont 

include n. re-:1a.11 area on either side of the c::t.Ylyon, as 1-Ioll as 

the ca;qon it~olf 1 fron tho G:mminon ?u.:..-u10l rivel ... po1•t:::.l to TI0d 

Rocl: Canyon. '11-.:.is lu::.ltl had o.lready boon. 't·ri th<ll'c.:un fl.,O;Cl public 

usc, in lm ... co non.aure, b-.f tho Heclar--:a:l:iion :-~crvlco uilich, ut •-;he 

mor::cn.t havlnc no furtlur uao for it, micht bo faVO:i.""ablo to 
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tro.nofol~!'inc it to tho Hat ional Pm.~k SOl~vico. In his oi'f'icia.l 

rcpol"t Toll commcntod:27 

Tho Dlack Ca11yon of tho Gunnioon is ono of the' r:1ost 
S!)CCt<:!CUl::.r corgos of the United States. ·rho lo.nd is 
uv::dlablo. Public scntinont soo1ns to favor tho 
EJ[rtablish·.JCnt of a nutio:nnl rosol~vution. 'l'ho m .. cu is 
accessible by road. Scenically it ::>oens to qualify for 
o. n:::tion:U. monUDJOlYi:i and is fpoo fron nor:~o of the 
conpJ.ications tho.. t arc found in a nmnbol" o:f otl!or pl'opcn ed 
areas. 

Unfortuna:toly,; early in tho f'o.ll the 1-:ontrose Lions Club 

had disba.11.ded,; as a consequence of' tho dopl~ession. Uilcox, 

unda.unted by this loss of Ol,ganized Sl.lppm.~t, told Reverend 

'·!:n'nor of Tollts vi~it and.. challonc;od Warner to 11push 11 the drive 

for creation of tho 1nom;unent as hco had pushed tho road building 

lJl.'O ject. 

This challenge Harner gladly ucco)tod. Ho -vront directly 

to Leslie Pinlmtuff 1 pre sidon·!; of the Hontroso Chc11nber of' 

Co:m:Jcrce$ told him of Toll r s :Cavol"able impression, a.11.d suc;gcsted 

th:.:t "tho time 1-10.s 1.,ipo for pushing tho na.tionc.l momtr:Jent project." 

Pinl:stnf:f hc::u.,tily a.g;_•ecd and named l4arnor a ono-l?ltm comnitteo 

to proceed t<~ith the project, since Harner Has tho only r:H.1:1bel" 
/ 

of the old Lions Club corY:littee still in the com;Iunity. 

t·!n.rner, not·T representing the 1-iontrose Cha.nbor of Cor:n.'lel•co, 

c01"ro~r9onclcd uith Toll about the proposed monument, and Toll, in 

return, outlined tho p1•opcr stops ubi ch should bo tal~on in 

p1•osontinG the project to the Park S0rvicc• · \·lllr-n.or decided to 
I 

11paclcots of propaecndo. z:w.terial n on the Black Canyon to 
. . 28 

to influential and concerned persons, includin~ Toll, bo nont 

IIOl .. aco Albric;ht1 Director of the National P~:.rk Service, Colorado's 

United States Senators Ed'.·r::u•d P. Contieun a.11d Karl C. Schuyler, 

a..."Yld Hostorn Colorado's United Sto.tos Repr~sontutivo Edtuu•d T. 
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Taylol~ of Glo:1uood SprinGS· 

• Tbo county nurvoyor, J. r:. I·7cDaniel 1 holpod ~-/al'l10l" outline 

tho boundaries of tho proposed monu:::1cnt and r.mlw up u nuri1ber o:r 

blueprint liHJ.l)S for the pa.c1::ctn, based upon old Bureau of Recl::u;w.tion 

r.w.ps._ Dc):tcn .. 'Oall:er of' the U~d1wr Art Studio ·in Hontroso provided 

several sots of roprcscn tati vo hand..:.colored photq; ruphs of the 

c:1nyon, 2nd Hai•nel .. urote a ·descriptive brochtu.,o coVoi•ing all 

aspects of tho 'P.istol""'J, nH.turul history, o.nd scenic features o:r 

tho Dlc..ck Canyo~. 28ile pcintod a rosy picoure of potc~1tinl 

devolopmcn ts :29. 

A occnic road alono south l''in, uith in no1:1o insto..11.ces 
a sho:::>t bx•o.:nch 1 .. oc..d lead.ing out to a n::.rrou point uould be 
desirable and in other instances short foot, or hox•se back 
:.:.rails n.lons tho edge o:r the 1 .. lil uould be tho most 
~n~::.ctical Hay of reaching certain interesting pointe. 
Suitable foot trail extending do1·m into tho cenyon in 
tho cent1"al m"'oo.. Hould be possible and quite denirablo. 
Observ~·.tories built on Signal Ifill noB-r the oe .. stel'"l1 m .. ea 
of the proposed I·!ontu1ent, and on one of the high hills 
1rithin the uestern area 't·rould be vel"y desirable since 
from those va'Ylto.ge points it is possible to obtain a 

· ., · t · m' • 1 d b d 1 ~ A !'18.[;-tl~IJ.cen VJ..eH... :.nlo nprJ.ng •• cou_ c .eve opou ••• 
cil•cle autor::obilo route is pos 3i ble bJ'" roaching the 
canyon rir.: ove1 .. tho pl~oso!lt Scenic Drive, thence around 
Signal Eill and 1 .. oturn to the main u. s. Ilichi·Iay no. 50 
by Hay of the Old Government ~U!mel road. • ••• PI•esont 
auto 1 .. o£1d. uhic.~ ter!~!inates nt c::myon rim should be 
continued for a distance of tHo r;iles <lo:;n tho c~:.1i:yon. 
:~:·ec..ching to tho high ridge of hills in the He stern o.rea 
of the proposed ITo..tiono.l I·:om.tr:lont. Ho plans h.c .. vo been 
r:~ade as yet for the development or tho north ril"l ••• though 
cicvelop:r~wnt is contenplated as a futuro project. A lurge 
a..l'ld attractive ornruuentv..l Gatmray built of 1.,ocks from 
the Bl2-ck c~myon 1.,im o.nd ~·ri th an appropriate description 
of the cc..nyon Hill be built on tho main U.s. IIisln·ray at 
the point uhere tho Scenic Dl•ive loading to the canyon rim 
becins •••• 

Finally, into each packet; t·10nt un o.ppropri~d.;o letter of trann-

r!ittal; and the pc.ckets uor;;) put into the nail by Cll!'i::Jt;r.1ac of 

1932. Aloo, on bohruf of' the l!ontroso Chru1bor of Cori::·:;orce the 
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Bn t:.d.>li:.; hl:.Cl1.~::-:; .:o-lt~ 

Colorn.do co!l:_:;rosm•1011 uoro asked to to.!:o up tho nonunont cPcw:cion 

Hith the national Purl: Sorvice.JO 

lioonuhile, thinG5 had moved faster in l·hshinston thon \·h~Br 
~_.. 

had anticip~ted. On Uove:r:!bor 30, 1932, after l"ovimrinc the s~"'ttua ·P ~.C.. ·-:.·· _;.-

of tho Bla.cl~ Canyon aron., Conrad Hirth issued the follot·1ing 

rocom:1ondation :31 

It is rocomr:oncled that this m•oa be tent uti voly 
approved as a 11..:1. tionol. nonuri;ent pPo jo c t and tln t the 
Roclnnation SePvice bo uppro~cllod to uscorto.in their 
at'..;itudc on tho possibility of this m"ou being usod 
a.s a po-:-re~ pro j oct. 

At tho so..rne tine Car::mol"Or eA.'"l)rosnod a very· different · 

opL~ion to Diroct~r Albright:32-

I can soc no reason for establisting a nc.tional 
r~on.u.rnont in this urea. It is 5-'ic''J·--":::.- .. ; 1 sconicully 
so constituted o.nd located that nothin~ can hul"t it 
even if in pri va.to ho.nds, and ha.s no 11historical or 
scientific 11 mlues ~·u.fficiEI].t to liiOl~it such status. 
I run afraid tha:t; if ·t-re stal"t a procede-;_1t fo:.." tho 
ontablislm:ont of such a r:10ntllnont E1crely for scenic 
reasons, t·re -:.-rill be up a;:::;ainst trenondous prosnure 
in the futtu"o i'ron other sources for s;rnile.r 
rococnition. I m11 a3cinst it. 

Albric;ht, ho-:·rcverj on Decenber .5, approved the recor:m:ondation::~-

by the H.P.s. Branch of Pln.nnin[S, act;ing on Rogor Toll's report, 

that the Black Cc.nyon 11bo tentatively O.l)proved as a nc!.tional 

:·.:o:n.L"Jont project and that the Rcclmnation service be approt'bhed 

to [~scorto.in their oJ ... titucle on the possibility of this a::"ea being 

used. as u po\-ml .. pl~ojoct."33 Cmnmerer contacted thorn on December 

7;34 a.11d the B'.Jroau of Reel amation replied th:::.J..; it HOttld ho..vo no 

o:.~jcction to the osto.blishr:1ont of the montu·:1ont if this action 
. 

'\:ould not close for ull timo any ful .. ther poi·rer oncl roclar:1ation 

do·ve:lopz1cnt. u35 
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~he Park Service had received written or tcle~honcd requests 
• 

for action from nany nourcen in addition to the r,;ontrone Chanber 
?,c. 

of Con::.erce, 1:2=' includinr. the tiontrose !·!ayor and City Council, 

C. E. Adams 1 cdi tor of the !]nD_t!"'?..22. P~.if~ .!2"'.2.E!!.• Uncompahs.:re 

Valley Hater' Users' Association, the r-iontrose Rotc1ry Club • State 

Senator Lee Knous and Senator Schuyler, Senator Costiran and 
~-7 

!~eprescntative T,1ylor. ~ On January 20 the \-!estern State Collcr,e 

Outins Club at Gunnison endorsed the undertaking. And the r~ontrose 

County Commissioners, after endorsing the monument, designated 

the road to the south rim as a public_hirhway. 

One state orranization especially active in the ~onu~ent 

nover..:ent Has The Colorado Association of Denver t-Jhich seconded 

the recoml:lcndation of the J-!ontrose Chamber of Comserce on february 2, 

1933: nrt [Black Cunyon] is a oir.ht well Horth traveling fell" to 

see, and if given the di~nity and prominence of being named a 
3£ 

national monument many people more than novt will visit it.ul4"" 

Actin& on behalf of the rnany individuals and organizations 

sup£iOPtine the creation of. the monument, _Director Albrir.ht 

approved on January 13,, a recom.;•'Jendation by Conrad Hit•th that ''a 

proposed procla~ation be submitted recomnendine the establishment 

of the Blu.ck Canyon National i1onumcnt, 11 accompany in;:: the 

rccomnendation with a map showing th~ Black Canyon land status, 

reclamation withdrawlas 1 power site location, suegcsted boundary 

line, qnd the boundary line rec.o:rx:endcd by the HontroGe Chanber of 
. 31 . 

Conr.1crce throurh H~1rk H.:Jt:(ler.I-5 
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lt:l 

At this tirae the proposed boundary line \.;as subr;·,i ttcd to the 

United States Land Office so that a proper description for inclusion 
'10 

in the proclame1t ion could be obtained.:~ On checkinr;. the land 

st<Jtus, the L.::md Office discovered that the pro~oscd monuMent lay 
IQ."'O 

~ithin the ~1rca subject to the Ute Indian Treaty of June 15, .EI::EJ • 

This might r'1ean t!1at any new disponi tion of the lnnd under the 

!lublic L::md k"tws \·!ould entitle the IndianG to a renur~eration of 

$1.25 ~"ln acre, a. provision of the Treaty. /\nd if it did become 

necessary to reimburse the Indians for the lnnd, Albrirht felt, 

then the cstablish~ent of the rnonu~ent would require con[ressional 

action f!nd an a?prof>ri?.tion, rather than .: just a presidenticl 
'it 

proclaua tion • 1=1 

There had been an instance in which a forest preserve had 

been created en Indian lnnd, and subsequently the Indi~ns h~d to 

be reir.1burscd under treaty provisions. Ho~u~ver, Taylor rationalized 

that forest reserves were a source of co.mrnercinl r£~turn to the · 

i~cvern~ent, Hhereas a tlonuTi1ent involved "no return to the 

Government, and it is set aside fer the benefit of the citizens 
'-{2.. 

of the United States, includine the Indian!>.":!=& Thus, in Taylo~' s 

interpretation "the Indians Hould have n~ cl«im arrainst the 

Coverm:'ient for this area," under the circurastances. 

With re~pect to the possible impasse, Conrad Wirth of the 

l~.::tional Park Service co1;1mented "personally, it looks to me as if 

the lcs:al interpretation of the Treaty as it affects the estl!blishr.lcnt 

of the proposed national monument should be decided by the Solj.ci tor," 

.. ---~·------ . ,_ _______ .. -·· ···- ~--- ... -. ·~..,."""""'"-~-"' 
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while r~oskey, also of the Park Service. noted renairnistically · 

"• · •• I sec no '.-ray out. I believe the forest decinion equally 
'1•f 

ap?licable to the inclusions of the::>c l<m<.ls in a monu~ent. 112i}: 

?ttylor rci:taincd firm in his o;>inion that the proclamation should. 

l;.c prepared: If 
• • • It is not our businc3S nor the Secretary's 

business to anticipate the court's <1ecision. If the area uere 

establiGhcd r..nd it t-ras contested by the Indians, it would be up 

to the Court of Appeals to render a cecision. If the cl'3cision 

~ent arainst the Government, it would then b~ up to [Taylor's) 

conmi ttee to set up a policy to pay for the land."~; 
~"irth and 1-~oskey took the Indian treaty matter up ~;i th Albrir.ht 

on February 6, and he felt the only thing to do v.'iW proceed t·dth 

the proclanation, transni tting it throu~h the Indian Service c:tS 

well as the United States Land Office. Brooks of the Park Service 

wa3 detailed to prepare the proclaMation, to[ether with a letter 

or transr:1i ttal to President Hoover, \>1hi le Conr.:1d iJirth wrote a 

letter to the Indit1n Service explaining "our cont~cts" and the 

effect this move r~iEht ha.v~ vlith respect to the Ute Indiiln Treaty." 

~1il"'th also made a npecial study of the Indian lands probler.1 and 

on february 10 provided Albr·ir.ht vii th a three and one-half page · 
47 

report \-lhich pointed out all the inherent difficulties. n 

Before the proclamaticn could ba presented to the President, 

it had to have the approval of the Secretary of the Interior Ray 

Lyuun ',iilbur. Hence, on february 17, Albr>ight discussed the 

.. 
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r.a.tter ~·<ith the Secret<1ry, exproessinp: hin o•·m Oi>inion and 

info.rrr.inr; hi:r~ that Ecprascntative Taylor recoMmended the 

pcnurr.cnt' s es tablishJ~·ent by proclat1ation "rerardless of the 

?o~sibili ty of imposint: an oblit~aticn ()Jl the Coverranent by so 
~t 

uoin~. "~ 1\lbrir:ht noted thot Hhether OI' not· the f:OVornment 

~ould be oblirated fer $~25 an aero was really a matter for 

Conr.reos and the Federal cour-t'3 to decide. 

The ~ccr•etary 1 after· careful revlctv and stronrrly influenced by 

the Indian lands situation, finally concluded, hoHevar, that he 

"<.lid not sec ho'>.z ~e could recort:raend it to the Fresidcnt fot~ 
' 't'l 

cstill>lishr::ent ty proclan:c.tion. 11~ Reluctantly 1 Arno Car;m,ercr 

Cl.P.S.) on february 20, wrote Taylor that "it i.s apparent that 

the f>ecretary wisheG to adhere to this decision, and there is 
s~ 

nothin£ we ce.n do to further this proposed r:onument at this tine."~ 

Representative Taylor, fortunately, renained undaunted. When 

:-iirth visited hin tho followinr day, Taylor su~r:ested that the 

Pal'k Service r.o ahead anc! set aside the proposed monument u.rea, 

despite the Secretary's disapproval, while he would introduce 

le[islation into ConGress, nuthorizing the Bonurnent's establishment 

and payment of $1.25 per acre to the Indians for the 17,019-acre 
5\ 

tr<1ct, kecpine the bill he fore Conc:ress until it was pnssed. "E!! 

Taylor c.lso discussed the matter vli th Cor:tnissioner Rhoads and 

Assistant C6rn~issioner Scattereood of the Indian Service, and they 

arreed not tor oppose the proclumation. 
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and offorcd to trans;;1it the proposul for the establishment of 

;nack Canyon llational iionumerit, and one extendine the bou:1du.ries 

of Colorado Ha.tional lionU!.1ent, to the President as aeon as the 
52. 

propos<tls t-<ere dr.:nm up.~ 'rhis new develop;::erit caur:ht Taylor 

by surprise. Ec had at lon~ lust decided to rive up the i;n~ediate 

fi~:ht, planninr, instead to reintroduce the matter into the next 

sesoion of Conercss and before a new Sccretar-j of the Interior. 

The Park Service imtaediatcly comvleted the tHo procla::r:.ations 

and took them to the Indian Service for approval. That aeency, 

hoHcver, did not feel its endor"Ser;tent necessary, inasi:iuch as the 

lands concerned were actually undev--the jurisdiction of Conerens • 

The 1..<1nd Office reacted in the sar:.e manner, declinin~ to initial 

the procli'imiltions but not oppcsinr. th0.rn. Thin latter a;::ency 

sta_ted to the Hational Park Service that "the President had -the 

ri(',ht to sir.n a uch a proclana tion ill thou[:h by so do inc he \oiOUld 
~3 

obli£ette the Govcrm::ent to the payr:1cnt of $1.25 per acre.n2"1J-

The Bltick Canyon Hational l-io~ument procl<Pn.ation and letter 

of tro.nsrni ttal t·lere then deli vercd by Hr. Burlew to Secretary of 

the Interior l·iilhur, Hho sizncd the letter on February 28, and 
S'/ 

sent the tHo docUI~;ents on to the President. 3.\7 

If -1; . (on Harch 2, President Hoover endorsed the followine proclar;ation. 

~ setting aside tho roost spectacular portion of the Black C,;nyon 

as a new Colorado n«tional r::onumcnt ,/"the last cxccuti vc order 
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ho Hill issuo ni'foctlnc tho.t st;o.·(;e. uS5 

Hl1e1,eas it appec.! ... s that the public i_ .... rtol"osts ::ould 
be pY.>o:·.~ot o<l by incl ud.:i.nG the lands horoinal'tcl"' 
dc[;cribod uitbin a n:2tional r:onument fol'' tho proncrvn.tion 
of tbe [;poctncular co1~ces and adC.i tional fcattu•cs of 

• • J_ • .,. d 1 t• 1 . I. • ::::coruc, sc~onv~l=.t..C ~n oaucu ·1onu J.nGor~?s·G; 

HoH, thm•e£'oro, I, Horbort Hoovor, Prasidont of 
tho United States of Anorica, by virt-uo of: pouo1 ... in 
r.1c vostoz~ by Soc. 2 oi' tho act of Cont.,rross e:1.titled. 
!.
1iL"l Act for t!.-1.0 p1~caorv-0-tion of American. antiquities n · 

uppl"vVetl Jtmo 8, 1906 \)L~ Stat • 225] 1 do pl''OClo.iln 
uncl establish the Black C::.myon of the Gt.m .. 'l"lison l·io..tioncu 
r:onurncnt and that subjo ct to n.ll v cli<l oxi c'~ing rir;hts, 
the .follo:rl:n.g doscr•ibed lands in Coloracb, a21d .same 
D..l ... e hereby included td'Gill.n the said no.:tionul li10numont: 

[folloHs· hero a dotai led description of tho 
i::cluded lmlds, tot::-~.linc 17, 636 aero a] 

Harning is herob-J expressly civon to all lmauchori zod 
persons not 'to api)ropriute, injure, dcnti'OY, or remove 
or1.y fe~tm ... o of this nonumont n.nd not to loc ::.to 01 .. settle 
upon any of the land thereof. 

The Dh•octor of the IJationvl Pr.rk Sol"Vico, under the 
t~irection of tho SocPotary of the Interior, sho_ll have 
the supci'Vision, l?:Ol11!gG!':1ent, :.:....'l"ld control of' this 
monument as pl~ovided in tho act of Co::.1srcss onti tlod 
:tAn Act to est~::blish a rratio:nal Par1: Se:r?vlce, and for 
other purposes", c.ppi•oved Au;ust 25, 1916 [)9 Stat. 
535], and ucts e.dditio:1al thcre:b6 or cne:1dc..tory 
thereof. 

In Hi tness ~·Thereof, I have her0u..'11.to set ny l.:ru1d 
and cuused the s:::al of tho United States to be c.ffixed. 

Done at tho City of Hashington this ?..nd day of 
i!:::rch, in the yec..r of our Lorcl nineteen bundrcd ::md 
thirty-throe, and of the Independence of tho United 
states of ii..l:;el"'ica the one hundred end f'ifty-scvcnth. 

Hoover's si.:naturo pen Has sent to Roprosentn.~ivo Taylor 

~-Jho, in turn, pl ... oscnted it to the 1-iontrose C"um:1bor o:f Comr1orce 

tlu~ou;)l ::-~ark t·Jarnor.56 
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/\'::. soon as Taylor heard tho rood nevrs, he hastened to telc[raph 
57 

Ciwrl~s Adar;1s in Hontrose; :3-3 

i\ftcr three days' conff~rences \·Ji th Hocretary of the 
. t . ,. t f t• 1 k . . . ~n 8~1cr, <. J.r(~C or o. n~'l. ·J.ona fJ;tr · GervJ..ce ~ cori1Jln.ss1.oner 
of Indi.-;n affai~, c:tnd ccnr:1issicner of f:cneral land office; 
President !!cover today sir,ned the proclar.lation CP(:!atinr. 
Bl2ck Can)'On !;ntional HonturrP-nt and alr;o i"tn e>:ecuti ve 
order makin~ the ~dditi~n I reoueRted to the Colorado 
I~aticnal Hc~uront. Kindly advise Rev. Varner. 

After rccdinr. the telef!'Gr.t, Adams i!!l!,ediately phoned Harner, 
5S 

ilSkins hira to come to the Dc-!ily Press office. 34 Harner, of course, 

Has d~ li r:hted by the neHEJ, '.i'he tHo men sterpc<l out of the office 

into the street, \-.rhere they shared the good fortune Hi th a r,rowing 

cro\Jd of businest>nen ~..:ho \.Jere congrezatinr; to see what all the 

excitement was about. During the e~change• Reverend Warner pointed 

out a doJrF?-sha~ed hill in the diste.nce • risin~ above the canyon's 

south rim, ~nd noted that it was his favorite vantage point in 

the r.culy created monument. ~!hen Harner uh,~d finished laudine; the 

rucri ts of that pcl''ticL\.lar bmq> on the canyon rim• Hr. Adams with a 

big &rin clapped his hands toeether and said, 'By jolly, we'll call 

.that hill Warner Point.'" 

Hi thin a r1onth the 11ontrose Chamber of Cmnnerce, indebted to 

\Jarner for his active role in promotine tha establishr1cnt of the 

rr.onuncnt, recorr.rn0nrled to Director Alhrieht that if a custodi<'ln were 
s<J . . ·» 

tp !">e appoin·tecl for thn net../ :aonu~ent it be Hark .. l<lrner. 'l'hc 

Park Service replied that at the nonu6ent no custorlial serviceri, 

ei th~r part-time or full-ti;;-,e, wer.e n.nticipated. 

/ 
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\i.::rnol' o.nd hi~ colloa~UO!l, ho:TOVO!•, HOl"'O not bo bo i'Ol"'GOtten 

by tho local citizens. On Friday ovon:tng~ Ja.nu~U"'Y 26, 193h, tho 

i-Iontro~o Chanber of Comrnorca held its o.rmu:\1 1:~ootinc; und bo.nquot. 60 

To~-rn.:pds the end of the oveninc • s proGl"'u.-·-,, P::."'onidorlt Hu.usol"' casually 

cc.lled upon Attorney Paul Littler to say a. fcH t·:orcls ubout the 

creation of Black Canyon national liom.tr:wnt as . 11ono of tho biG 

tb.iDSs of the corrmJU.l1i t-y tho past ye:.n ... 11 Li ttlor s}:e·cchod the 

history of the oshn.blishmeht, including tho dilicent endeavors 
' 

of Lytle, Uilcox,. end ~-l~u~nor. Then he ad:ed these tlu'eo mon, 

rmch to their surprise, to come .fOl'>i-Tnrd, o.nd proso~1tod oach uith 

"one of tho so l~·Ic.lkol"' Art studio's be3.utifully enlarged. photoero.phs 

of the T3ln.c1c C8nyon, hand colored and beautifully fr·mr1c<i, 22 x 

27 i;:chen. 11 On tho buck Has a list o.f the 72 business i'irms 

nnd incli vicluals uho had coop oro. ted in finn.ncing the p"Ll.l"'Chase of 

the pictures. 

Harner, 11being the more o.ccusto!.ned to spooch-:ma.king before 

the lcyge audiences conveyed to th0 mooting tho sincere th::ml-:s 

and. ~rypreciu tion of the throe~ sayinG that it "P.ad been a 

pleasure to have porforr.1od a..11y ser:V-ice on behalf of the monument 

th9.t had boon dono. 6~ The other tuo endeavored. to stamr:1e1 .. their 

appreciation but Hero uell night\ speechless from. tho surprise. n62 

So it \·Tas that a little over tm .. ee decades u.,so Colorado •s 

Black Ca."Ylyon of the. Gtmnison Hatio:n.al 1-lom:u:Jcnt cn.r,w into being. 
• 

Since then tho mo.ny physical improVori'lents, OSl)eciully the neu 

paved South Rim road, and tho _spl .. oading fauo of the .1-:onur:~cnt have 

encouraged increasinG nw.-:bers of touri:::;ts e.nd loc2.l s.ichtseors 

to vi::;i t this roc:."eational area. In uccOl"'L,nce ui th Ua.tiona.l Park 

Sorvice policy, no bridge has eVOl"' boon built to span. tho £:orgoj 

'' ... ·~ ..... ··-· . - ........... ___ .. -~ .. 
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nor hns o.ny supcrb1c1nw:y or nr~intainod tr.:Ul ponotl' .. '-tod to its 

do~)ths. As n. consoCluonce, :Blncl: C!ll1yon l"'oruo.ins today as ono- of 

the cren.t uilderncss chus!:lS of tho uorld. 
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1 - Im originnl dl ... rll't of this cho.pt;cr by Hich:.u"d G. DoidloiiHlll uo.s 
published ·in Colore.. do Ho.r;asir~ l~O ( 3): 161-178, 1963, under 
the title 11 I3l:Jcl': C£:nyon oi' tho Gunnison National l~omz;iO!lt. 11 

This ropl"ese!lts a gl"cutly rcvi sed version of tho orisinal 
c.rticle. 

2 - Hl..,iGht, H. C. 
tho c~u.nnison. 

1882-83. A uinter in the Dlo.ck Cn.nyon of 
Blacl: C3Jlyon File Pt. 31 ·iJationrl.l ii.rcllivos. 

2['.P - About 1095 pioneers 8['..'71 Hart1·c!nn and C. P. Fo:J tor exp lor•od 
the canyon rim and Hero impressed by the Hm":·.'O~rs. Hn.rtr:lnn 
observed thut 11 i.l"l thie re~ion tho Halls ucro betuoon tHo 
a..."ld three thous~:md foot high. Ho fol t this uu::: a feasible 
place for a bridce a::; the canon is narl..,ouest hero. 11 

-

1-ront:r•oso po.ily ?re ss, July 12, 1929. 

Al thouch the Hi.rn ~.ID~~f!,_!~~~:;!"..i~'O hc..d boon propo sod for 

/10 

the Harroun, lrith the north Rim appl"oo.ch :;. .. oa.d comi:n,s dmm 
Grizzly Gulch., Ers. 1-:<1y I. Hood, p!.lJ:dl7i.;.:;,S".;!lc~:rse-n at C:~."'auford, 
H!'oto the Dn.ily Pross in July of 19~=<) Ul .. ,sing that consideration 
be Gi v0n to br:G~in,f.; the roo..d in tln.,ouc;h the 11 Poison Springs 
cattle country, 11 uhere r.;r::;. Uood mmed a 1~a:.1ch. She noted 
that the nnr.1o "Poi son Springs" Has a Iai sno;;;or. Originally 
tho u::..tcl"' l-Ias thout;ht to have been killinG cc.ttle 1 but it 
'I.·Hls lutcr discovered th:::.t tho cattle uox•e outing le.rkspur. -
i!ontrose Do.il:v Press, July 12 1 19c.9. · 

3 - Lytle corn:;cnted tha.t 11tberc uo.s a. canyon up there that Has 
-vrorth seeinG nnd a road should bo bi..lilt so people could 
get to it. rr - I'ontl"'OSO I.?.:_'lil1 Pl ... OSS, en. Jc ..... YlU~u>y 2!), 193L~. 
Hat. !o.rch. File 2051 TRG '79 , Black Canyon. 

4 - A great deal of the follouing inforrilation en re1:J.tivo to the 
ostablishrnent of the Hontl!'lont Hns Hade ::..vuilu.ble to me by 
Reverend Hm'"k Hn.rnor in a lcttior"' of Doccnl1er 31, 1962, or 
cumo from a lencthy ro ... ticle, "Black C 2.nyon Dl"i vo is 
Dedicated," in the 3optm:Jber 2, 1930, iszuo of the Fontrose 
Daily Press. PJ-so, there Has considerable pertinent 
dOClt!,!Olltary material at Hational ii.rChives • 

.5 - Hontl"'one DcilX PPess_, July 12, 1929. 

6 rontrosc paily: Press_, ca July ~ 1929. 

7 - Ibr"d. 
C' 

8 - QE.• cit., July 12, 1929. · 

9 - Uilcox, or.:onc othor activ:i.ties, cont@o.cted tho nun uho had 
tru.ilt tho bl"i<lGO ow;r tho Royul G-orse, Hrotc AlbriGht, 
took influential nuthor-s to tbo proposed Pl'ieco sito, and 
cenor·a.lly booctod tho propo~cd r.'lonumcnt 11in O.l!d out or 
coa.son. 11 
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10 - I.Jot"cor, Doll to Taylor, Jc:....-rmu.ry 9, 1930. Bla.cl: Cun~ron filo, 
Irc.:cional il.l''chivos. 

11 - Lytlo alno pcrr;littec.: Lions SpPinc; to l>o uocd by vitli tors 
Cll.J.d evcntu ull Y doc dod to tho Govol'llr.lont co1:10 of the l~u1d 
he mmod ui thin. the i:onument area. Rathe::.., o"'...>viously 1 Lions 
S~_.)ring uas n~'U.)1od in honor of tho Eontroso Lio:1s Club und 
not, :::.s n.1ny present-day visitol"'S ~'n ti cipa to, uftor 
nct·t..n tain lions uhicb. might fro<luont tho f:>pl'ing. 

' 

_/1 

12 - Uar-.aor, I·~o.rk. DescJ•iptive data on Black- Canyon. ffiack Cunyon 
file, Hc..tiono.l Archives. 

13 - 7b.o info2•nc'!.tion in this pnrael"'aph Has l'olo.tod to ile by Bon 
Torl"'ill on T·7ay 28~1 '1965. 

14 - ?his celebration un.s described in doto..il in "Blr .. ck Canyon 
Drive Is Dedicated," I-Tont1·~ DailY, Press, Septe:,J'i:;er 2, 
1930. The follouing account is based ~n lal"•go measure 
upon that urticlo. 

15 The follouin::; opinode is baned upon infcr1":1ution in tha 
Eont;roso Duilx_ Press, July-1~ 1929. 

16 - Letter, ;·/ilcox to Taylor, .TtflY 17~ 1929. Black C?-nyon 
file, national Ar:>cc.;i ves. · · 

17 - Lcttor, Taylor to Albl"i{3ht, J'uly 201 1929. Black Canyon 
i'ile, I;n.tional Archives • 

18 - Letter, Demaray to Taylor, July 22, 1929. Black Canyon 
.file, national l-.rchi ves. 

19 - Lettor, Bell to Taylor, January 9 1 1930. Black C~~yon 
file, Hational Al"'Chives. 

20 - Letter, Taylor to Albricht, January 15, 1930. Black Canyon 
file, Hati anal /:rchi ves. 

2l - Letter, c. c. l·!oore, Cor;lr:;issionel"', General LG.."1d Of'fica, to 
Albrit,;..ht, Earch 31 1930. Blacl;: Canyon fila, !Tutional 
Al•chives. 

22 Letter, J':.lbright to Bell, Earch 6, 1930. Black Canyon f'ile, 
Ir~tional Archives. 

I • 

23 Letter, CD...T'$!erer to Y...inikin, J.iay 20, 19 31. Black Cnnyon file, 
. national A1•chivcs. 

24 - Lotto!', Ce..mrncre1• to Kini1dn, June 10, 1931. Black Canyon 
.file, Hationo.l Al"chiv os. 

25 - ~,!~>nor, l:arl:. Doscx•ipti vo data on Blncl~ Canyon. Bluck Cr:..nyon 
fila, li:J.t:i..on~ Al'chivos. 

26 - Toll rocor:n·.:cndod 118. tional nonumcnt 1 but not nc.. tion::tl pc.rk, 
status. 
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27 - nocer \"]. 'J?oll, Ro:->or·(i to aorace F. ,:~l bl.,ir_;ht, J:!. P0C I.; or, H. p. s .• 
I;ovEn?Jber 1, 1932. Nat.J;rch.F'ilo C.:0,52 (HG 79) 1 HL.:ck Ca .. '1.yon. 

/lt 

28 - Hn.l ... n.Jr had already Hritton Toll n. long letter on Docol::bor 1., 
s.;coins into detail n.bout the canyon nnd p:::·oposcd irapPovo1:1onts 
li1:e ti.1oso described to Albrisht •• Sent alone souo ICodak 
shots, M \·Toll. - l3lacl:: C3.nyon file, 1:ational Al•chivos. Soo 
Footnote 1/2') for a delineation of: tho sugccstod. impl'OVC:;"ncnts. 

28n.- Albrir:;ht uas oopecially appreciative for l-J~!.rner's contribution: 
1;1 1dcl1 to th .. :.nk you in po.rticular i'or the mo.nuscript Hhich 
you cor:pilcd, ci vinr_; us in con~ider;:tblc dotai 1, doncril)ti ve 
c.~~ta on this a1,oa." .- Letter, Ji.lbricht to U: . .n.,nor, J:..t..rwJJ.1·-y 
71 1933. · r.:at. f:.rch. File 20,51 (RG 79), Blacl: Canyon.._ 

29 - ~-lc.l"'l1or, Em·l~. Dosc~~ipti ve datu on Black C&""lyon. ffiack 
Canyon file, 17ational Archives. 

30 - .Senator Schuyler had l'ecei vod a poti tion .rror.l the r.:ontrosa 
Chc.r'iber of Cor:::.orce. Eo conn;·, en ted to Albl''iBht: "It appears 
fror;; the litoratu.rc submittoc~ to no that tb.is establisl.ll'Jent 
of' the uonu.r,JOnt c2..11 be acco:r:iplishcd at u very lm·: cost and , 
tba t it uil·~ add rr1:1tcritu ly t;o the l1n.tional Pax•k S~rs tem. 
Doubtless you have l~ecej_vcd photocr.:1 .. phs end desci•iptive 
matter of ·this pl"oposed site and I Hould ap~)rccL'!.to hearing 
ft ., • D • t "t' J.. rom you nne. 2Jl expres sJ..on OJ.. your VJ..Oi-ts an o Hl.1e n.or or 
not tbis is .feasi~ile at this tin:c. 11 - I.r::.1tter, Schuyler to 
Albright, J;.muo.ry 10., 1933· Ho..t. ~~rch. File 2051 (EG 79 )1 
E·le.cl: C J..."!ycn. St:?. te Senator I.cc Ynous of ::ontl'"'ODe Hrote 
AlbriGb:t: 11 ••• Under those cil .. CUJnsto..nces I D.L'l confident 
that the dcsic;nation of this area a.c a Hc.tional monu.r.1cnt 
Hill noet the approval of ull uho are interested in the 
pl--e~e:~:,v:,tion of our natural scenery ••• 11 - Black Canyon 
file 1 1-To..tionnl !:.rchi vcs. 

31 - BccOr.i!::cncation by Conrn.d ~·!irth, l!ovcmbur· 30., 19 32. · Black' 
Co..nyon file, national Al~chi vos. 

32 - I·1a.~ol•unci:un, C&"';mercr to J\..lbJ•ight, Docm·:~ber 1 1 .1932. Black 
C2.11yon file, nat iork'l.l l.rchivos. l-:oskoy asrced ui th Gmruuerer. 

33 - Let tor 1 Hirth to Albl.,ight, Junu cry 6, 19 33· Hut. Arch. Pile 
20.51 {HG ?9}, Black Ga."lyon. :,ilhis t-:r.ts tho sar1c state:·:Jont 
-vrl~ch ~'i'irth had prepared for Albrisht on november 30. 

34 - I..otto1"', CartJT'leror to Com:aisnionor, Bureau of I\ccl8JiHtt~on, 
Dccc!:lber 71 1932. alack Canyon f'ile, Hational 1U:•cbi:vos. 
" ..... uo uoulcl appl'"'ociatc hc::n.,inc from you as to tho status 
Of' thi:: C::t~j"On fro:m the rcclr-.uno.tion stanc'.})Oint. J.'l_Yly 

ir..forr:;a tion as to your future plans or· propos ~cl disponi tion 
oi"' the arou und.t)r Hithdl~;·.-vw.l, HiLi. bo t;l'G[~tly apprecic.tod. 11 

35 - Lotter~, :d1"'th to AlhPic;bt, Januu.ry 6, 1933· !Tat. 1a~cl1. File 
C:051 (nG 79), Blucl~ CD.J.'"lyon. 

•. -.--.'<0---•· ' • ..._ .. ~~--· 



I 

.. 
I ,, 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 

G·· 

I * { 
b 
I'' ,. 
f I II? 
a 
~ 

I • ,, 

I f 

~-

I 

~ 
I 

---- E:J t.:1bli:.;h:::ont - 27 

"•• .·:~o h~vo rocoivod n c;ood al"'ray of potit:Lon::> :.:nd lo·~torn 
iro~:; ofi'icinl and unofficial Ol'[;CJ.nization::; in Colol"n.do, 
('.11 ur;:::inc; tho ostnblisbmcnt of this lJOllUr.wnt. 11 

- Lot·l';or, 
Al brich t to c. i·~. Adans, E<li tor, t:my~;ro !JC Df'~l:J:: P1 ... 0 ss, 
Jo.nu:n-y 71 1933. Hut. A1•ch. File '-:O.):lTEG r/9) 1 Black 
canyon. 

37 .. Lettcl'', 1·.'irth to Albright, Janunry 6~ 1933. Dlack Canyon 
Filo, l!ational A1•chiven. 

38 - Lcttor, Du.dloy R. Griggs, Sccl'•otary, Colorc..do /'iscocio.tion, 
to A..l bricht, Febrno..l"'Y 2, 19 33· Hat. /.l"'ch. Pile 2051 
{RG 79) 1 Bluck Canyon. 

39 - Letter, :.rirth to Al1n"iGht, Ja.11unry 6, 1933; ap:)l"ovod by 
Albri&'-'lt, Junu.-1ry 13. Hat. fu"ch. File 20,51 (RG 79)~ 
Ble.ck Co.nyon. 

40 - Letter, Hirth to Albright, Fobl'"il~ry 10, 1933. Hat. i':..rch. 
File 20,51 (RG 79 )_, Bl:.:.ck Canyon. 

L~l - Letter, Alb:::-i[;ht to Schuyler, Janum-.y 26, 1933• Hat. /..rch. 
File 20,51 ( TIG 79) ~ l]ls.cl~ C&!yon. 

42 ... Lotter, '\!irth to !.W.bricht, Fobruc.F.f 2~ 1933. 
File C:051 (fiG 79) 6 Dlack Canyon. 

nat. J.rch. 

1}3 - Letter 1 Hirth to .Albricht, Fcbruar-.r 10, 1933. Hat. Al. .. ch. 
File 2051 (RG 79), Black CarrJon. 

1.;.4 Ibid. 

Latter, Hirth to Albrieht, February 2, 1933· Hut. Al"ch. File 
2051 {RG 79), Black Canyon. 

46 T • • 1 t. • • J.. B 1 F ' 6 1933 - .wei:i"GGl .. , ,..,J.r·cn vO )roo ':S, • ooruarr; 1 • 

20.51 ( RG 79) 1 Blacl~ Co.nyon. 
Hat. Itrch. Filo 

47 - AlbriGht nomorandurrl: rrHistory of tr...o E!Jtablishrr1ent of tho 
Blac1c Ca."lyon of tho Gunnison national r:om-U:i.Ont, u Earch 1, 
1933. This rc_;_1resents a ~ood sm-:-t·:Jary of the hi~tory. 
Hat. !;rch. File 2051 (RG 79), Bluck G~myon • 

48 Ibid. 

1~9 - Lettor, Cru::rwrol" to Taylor, ?obr'J.ary 20, 1933. Nat. Arch. 
File·2051 (RG 79), Black Canyon. 

50 - Albright r,;ffi:lorw:.ch.u.'ll, 21?.• sl.t• Ib Ibid. 
i 

51 Albl .. ight rnomorundu.'Yll, ~· ~· 

52 - Ibid. 

53 - Ibid. 
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54 - Ibid.; ulGo, Lotter, Laurence Ricboy to Hilhur, t1m"'ch 2, 
-!ZJ)3. Hat. i~"'ch. Pile 2051 ( RG 79) 1 nluck Canyon. 

55 - Donvor po8t_, Iin.rch 3, 1933• 

/10 

56 - The letter of transmittal, s igncd by Lm·rronco Ricl:ey, Secretary 
to tho Prc:sidont, and dated E:.:.rch 2, rend ns foJloHsJ · 11 ! 
hnve the plca..r:.mre in sending you hel"'mli th tho pen uccd by 
tho Prosi dent today in signing tho pro clman. tion establishing 
the Lla.ck Ca:.:.yon of the Gunnison Untiona.l Honunent in 
Color.J.do. 11 T::tylor kept the Ol"'iginal letter of trn.r:sni ttal 
and sent Harner D. copy. - Lotter, Ha:r•:nor to J3eidlena:n, 
Dccer::bcr .31, 1962. 

Revorond Harner cullod to zrrJ o:i:itontion an. interesting 
si d.cliDht on rl'aylor, ubo '.-J'Ol"'lcod so tirclo ssly for the 
cstc.blisll!'::ont o£' the Eonumont. As a hobby '.i.1uylor collected 
gavels, eopocially ones l::ndo of native natorials from 
pl"'ojocts he ha.d supported in tho Host. Hhcn he called this 
hobby to Ho.!'l1el"' s attention, ~·Jo.rnor tool: tho 1:::o.ttcr up 
ui th Leslio Savar;e, o. bc""nkor of Crauford l!ho, representing 
the co21:munities of the Horth Fork Vc.lley, had t·JOrl~ed uith 
~·rnrncl"' in 11romoting the I3lack Co.nyon; Dnd they decided to 
present '.ru:/lor Hi th a g<1vol made from materials collected 
uitllin the Eonument. 

On Dece;··:bezo 30 1 1938, Savage sent out tbreo ;·;:en, l·los 
Ericl·:son, Clc.rence Drexal, i!.nd Jobn L:y-nch, ui th a team 
c..."1d sled to seo.rch the north HiLi for a ·uood s2.r::.ple 
suitable for the hand. They spent all day in the search, 
finally returning lato evenil"..:; Hi th tuo spec ·h;:ens of 
juniper and one of pinon. Hea:.J.Hbile, on Ja.nuar-.{ 5, 
Reverend Uarner and D. B. Ha..lkor uent up to tho South 
Riln, coVO!'ing tho 1 ast :feu rr1ilos by sld, to collect 
sar:~plc s of noun to. in no.hog2ny, serviceberry 1 and Gc2·nbel'l s 
oak e.ncl sor.:e pieces of Gro..nite,. Hes }~rickson of Pc:.onia 
actu:..:<..lly nade the c;avol, using a juniper hco..d, a bundle 
of nou~1tain mo..hoguny 1 m1.d sor.ie polished stones o.nd 
chu.nl;:s of })ink and L,rc.y g:z.·ani to ornm~onting the hoP.d v11d 
end of the handle. Tho Gool"'[?;O J. DoVin ... "ly je;!Oh""Y store 
of' I:on.tro se n.ddod inncribed sil v0r baYl.ds, not r::o.de of 
Black C:myon ma.torial but nevertbnloss l"oprosento.tive 
of Colorado. . 

~·fi1.en .finally completed, this Ol"n.o.to ec.vel t·rc..1S sont 
to Senator Ed Johnson Hho presented it to Taylor on behalf 
of the I~ontrose Chambo:t:> oi? COl~unel"'Ce and tho Con::;olidated 
Chaubor of Cor.!nel.,co of tho Eol"th Fork Valloy at a mooting 
of the Colo1~ado state Soci oty of :·Ja.sl-dnt;ton on Ea.rch 171 
1939, at the !·!al.,dnG.n Pnr1c Hotel. 

51 - ?his tclegrar:: Has ci tod in the Hontrose Dc.ily Pross of 
narch 2, 1933· 

58 - Lettor1 ~Jo.rnGr to Boic1lemnn1 December 31 1 1962. T:;o follol·ring 
accou.nt Has rolo.tcd by Harner. B'J t'he w::ty, Hnrnol' ha.d been 
vory <?..llX.ious tha:t; the pri vatc lund including T.~ions Spri~ 
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lJo included tri thj_n tho netr 1:10l1ltil0!1t; o.nd he offorod an 
intorostinc inni[)Yt .:L-rri;o tho ~tatun of thin sprincn land: 
rr ••• 'i.1hO thins thnt hn3 n.ctunlly occur:.:·od relative i;o this 
~n~inc and land ~.t: ·:::::J o.djncont han cn::.:tsccl un to punh 
tllin nnttor at tho pi•oso~1.t th-1o. Some yoru?s a.co thls lnnd 
on uhich tho sprinG 1.-Ic.s locatod ua:J u p:.:n""t of the 
Rccl::tJ.";ln.tion \lithc!.J:':J.~vnl but at the l.,omwst of' a hcmoston.der 
uho cv~!.dontly ;-:untod tho S[Jril'JG this ·po:Ption uas Polo:J.sod 
a.nu no.do uvailo.blo fo1 .. ontr-.r pcrh~tpo ui tl:out tho l:nm-rloi:Jgo 
of the spri."lg on tho par·c of tho H~ter- Usoi•s Board t-rhich 
1 .. oloa:::ocl it. This pc.rticulo.r entl,"Jl."1o..n di<l not acquire 
ti tlo to tho lc..YJ.d and it s cc:fis to havo lain vc.cc....'1.t for 
so:010 Jt.i:il1e. But o.ftc.:r Ho b0[:;<4"1 our n.ct:i. vl ties c.long the. 
C8.-'1.J"Ol1 rim in tho spring o:f 1929 uo f'ind that Eor.:ontoa.d 
01:.17 60 uas filed on in June of that ye-:;_1-. n.11.d Eonostoad 
Oh2397 uan f.'iled on. .in novcmb01.., of the sa.r-!c yco.:r. He 
lca!'nod a feN" dr~·s aco that paJt.iont }"Jad just boer: issued 
on Ho:·:cntoc.d 042397 conto.ir:ri 11{; the ap:'in3• He D.lso 
lca.n1od that bofore pa~cnt uas is s-~.•.od this honesten.d 
had been tr;..mofol .. l,ed by 1.-TUPI,enty deed to a mo.n 1-rho otms 
Eor:;osteo..<l 016366, nnd nlso\J--and in Sections 11 and 12 
th:,our:;h t-rbich our f•ccnic Dl .. ive pe.ss0s. In talld.nc this 
r:mtt01., ovcl"' ui-t;h Con[;l"Osm::a.'l'l Bd·\-mrd T. Toylol., D. .fo"t,; uoeks 
o.co ho 't·W.o of the o;dnion that tl1i s nprins could not be 
loc;itinn.tel:;- filed on baing tho only available uatcr supply 
n.!!d our attol'>!ley states the same thing end. statca fu.rthe~ 
that tho lLmd could be contested after a patent hc.a been 
in saod unclor co::ot3..i.'1 conditions •••• 11 

- Lot;tor, Harner to 
Albright, Dece:-:1ber 21 1 1932. Dlucl:: Go.nyo:n. file, Hational 
Arc'P.iv0s. 

Letter, n. 1!. F1Cl"1in.c; J Secretary I Eo~:;.tro sc Chru::lber of Cor:;morce, 
to Albright, ]0ril !), 1933. lTo.t. Ax•ch. l"ile 2051 (RG 79), 
13lac1-: Canyon. 

ThG account of this ~:l!.J,V.D.l F.ceting m1.d. banquot t-:e.s published 
in tho liontrose Dculy PI•oss about January 251 1931-~. A copy 
of tho o..rticle in in Hationn.l Archiven File 2051 (HG 79 ), 
Dlack C G..'~'l~{on. 

Ibid. -
Inci dont:::lly, after the Eonmnont had been cl,oatod, HaJ.ner, 

tocethor Hith J. E. EcDoniol D.nd Rus soll E. Hauser, uera 
dosicno.ted by tho V:ontl-.ose Ch~'r.1bcn., of Co:'llnol""CO o.s tho 
"Blr.:.ck C:::t.nyon Cor.!ui·(;toe oi' tho Cha.mbo1., of Cor:tr.Jorco; 11 Dnd 
this comnittee 11~·mr1-:od toc;ethel.' directing u.nd pl'Ol;-:oting 
every interest po:Pt.;iniJ.'lG to the later C.evolopr;:ont of 
tho Eonmuont up to 1940,- lThC!l H~ ... rn.or loft for r:lilitury 
SO:i..'"'Vico. Af-ter tho urn-. he ror,.:ur.wd his position on this 
cor.ailitteo until movlng to Donvor about 1957. 
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Ed. Note: 

CHAP'l'EH VI 

THl~U THE BLACK CJ\HYOH 

by Hark T. ~-Jarncr 

This account of the 193~ U. S. Geolor,ical Survey 
trip through Black Canyon of the Gunnison, written 
by Reverend Mart T. Warner, who accompanied the 
group, Has published if} the.~rOS!:, Da~l.z Press 
on October 1, 1934. S~nce ~t lS tne on y detal!ed 
account of a river trip throueh Black Canyon since 
the Monument was created, it seems worthy of 
historical' inclusion in this administrative hist~ry. 

The occasion for rr.aking the trip thru the Black Canyon 

~:hich will be described in this article, was for the purpose of 

an official suryey of that portion of the canyon lying within the 

bounds of the newl~ created Black Canyon of the Cunnison National 

Monument, established by proclamation of former President Herbert 

Hoover on Harch 2, 1933. gr. Roberto. Davis, topographer of the 

u. s. Geological survey had been sent to Montrose for the purpose 

of making a detailed survey and topographic map of the national 

monument area for the National Park service. Other crews of the 

Geolosica~ survey had been at work in the monument earlier in the 

summer, running levels and establishing triangulation points 

preliminary to the actual mapping of the monument by Mr. Davis. 

The Black Canyon of the Gunnison has alHays held a strange 

fascination for those who had the privilege of peering into its 

awful depths and with the eye following the c6urse of the roaring 

Gunnison river as it tumbles and foams and dashes its way over · 

and among great boulders to be found all along the narrmv river 

bed at the base of the precipitous canyon walls. But his 

fascination and the thrill of the Bluck canyon is ereatly 

intensified for those who are privileged to traverse the rough · 

- -·~ ........ ~ ·- --·-r· ..._ ___ _ 

I 



--

ri vcr bed, and vie;.; the rugGed canyon vralls from be lot-~. There 

are hundreds of pinnaclet>, tm<c;t•s and ·.other peculiar rock 

fo~:n.ations Hhich may be· ·seen proj ectinr, into the sky as one 

follows along the boftom of th~ canyon but which cannot be 

distinguished at all from ei th.ei" canyon rim as they blend into 

the. colored granite walls .• One. will neve1• have seen the Black 

Canyon in its more majestic and thrilling aspects until he sees 

it from ~he bottom, and the v.-ork of developing the monument foi" 

the benefit of the purk visitors will never be com?lete until a 

satisfactory trail or oth~r me2ns of access to the botto~ of 

the canyon has been constructed. TI1is we ant!cipate will be done 

i'n due time • 

. , It Has necessary for Hr. Davis a..11d party of the Geolo~ical 

survey to make this tPip tln,u the !3lnck canyon in order to obtain 

the necessary data for making an .~~ccurate top.ographic map. Up 

to the time of Tilaking this official .::>Ul'Ve~, very little accurate 

information was available concerning the canyon as regards. 

depth, width and other pertinent facts necessary for the proper 
' 

appreciation of this stupendous gorge. The survey authorized by 

the Denver and Rio Grande railroad and made by Bryon H. I3ryant 

and party during the winter of 1882-83 furnished ~och interesting 

inf0rmation relative to th~ nlack canyon as ·did.the exploring 

parties of Prof. A. L. Fellows and Mr. w. W. Torrence in the 

SUQmer of 1901 who traversed the river bed of the canyon in the 

interest of the Gunnison tunn~l that was being proposed at that 

tiJ:t'3• This information while very interesting and valuable 

because it r~presents the difficult, pioneering work alone this 

liae, Hill nm1 be supplemented by a larre volune of accurate data 

/lOfJ 
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obtained by Hr. Duvis in his recent su:rvcy. Tltis data uill provo invaluable i 

to the viDi tor to tho m tiona! monument, since it \·rill no\'1 be possible to lmmi 
• 

for a certainty the actual depth and uidth of the caJcyon o.t all tho more 

interesting points alone its course. 

The purpose of the survey thru the canyon vas to locate or m.:tp tho river 

bed in both vertical and horizontal position, shouing the plan of the river 

and illustrating its gradient by means of a. level line giving the elevation 

nbove sea level of the river bed along its entire course. ~!ith facts relative 

to the elevation of the canyon rim having been obtaL~ed thru an nccurate survey, 

by comparing the rim data with tlnt obt.c."\ined by survey of the river bed, it is 

possible to dcterr:rl.ne the depth, \liidth and slopo of the canyon l:Jalls at a:n:y 

point. This i~tere.sUng formation may all be obtained from the excellent topo-

graphic map uhich Hr. Dmtis is nov ct::tking of the Il..ational oonument. Since our 

trip thru the Black canyon a fetJ veeks ago, Hr. Davis has done sufficient ~10rk 

on th~ c~nyon ri~ to be able to coopile certain interesting data relative to 

the phydcnl features of the cn.nyon and these factt;i and figures have been gladly 

ful~shed Qe for use in this story. In giving this info~nation to the public, 

hO\-;ever, before the publication of the map, it should be kept in mind that all 
;:. 

elevations and· other ti:.;ures and data nre to be regarded as "preliminary" and 

therefore subject to adjustment. 

Soon after the arrival of Hr. Davis in Hontrose, about July l, 1934, he 
. ~ 

carne to visit mo tellin& of his nission and work he ruld come to d'o. in connection 

\dth mapping the Black canyon of the Gunnioon National monument. ~~th Hrs. 

D.J.vis had come here from the Cnrlsbad Caverns Hational park, ·l'ihere he had been 

el1{;oged in sir.1ilar \>Jork. Of couroe I run always glad to furnish infort:'k'ltion to 

cucyone interested in our national monument, especially if interested in the 

dcvclop:::~cnt of the pork, and so after a reconnaissa.nco trip to tho monument 

looldllti over roads, triangulation points and other I:J.:J.tterG of interest, Hr. 
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D:~.vis becn.n his \'i'ork. 

In a fev1 days we met together again to muko plans for the proposed exploration 

nnd survey of the canyon. Hr. D. B. \~alker, photocrupher of \-/alker Art Studio, 

and I h:ld talked at various times of making a trip thru the canyon but no definite 

plans lud been mnde, so \'lhen invited by Hr. Davis to accor.tpany the Geoloeical 

S"u:rvey p3rty on its expedition this seemed a very satisfactory £'.rro.n£;er:tcnt as the 

l~ger Group \lould in rJ.anY \1:J.YS prove an advantage. ~le decided to ~ke a generDl 

service man along 'orith the pnrty and Glen Fleming 1-J.:lS chosen for this position. 

It to:as also deer.wd adviso.ble to employ t\·ro other you.ng tten whom we called "top 

r:1en" to:~ose duty it \:Jould oe to help transport our equipment and provisions into 

~~d oat of tho canyon1 to bring extra provisions down to us and to follow our 

pro6ress from the rim dey by day. T'ue t\lo Kane brothers, P.arry and Charles, 

\/ere selected for this uork. In addition to those already nn!;led, the p.::trty 

consisted of the tHo rodmen, Palmer Bo\>;en and Robert Eykyn. 

In making our plans for the trip \<Je consulted ell availn.ble information in 

an effort to ascertrln just tihat we r:1i::;ht be ex~$cted to encour..ter by \.>a:y of 

dn.Il[;er and bards:b.ip, and \'that cquip,~en.t and proviGions ~tculd best serve our 

needs. Hany fascinating stories have be~n told and \iritton conccrnine the 

experiences of oen, \rho in other years had ventured to match their courace and 

cnuurance \d th the treacherous waters. of the Gunnison, but ua were not alarmed 

at these stories. We knew that \1hcn their explorations \vera carried on, o.J.l 

the water of the river \'Jas flowing entirely thru the narro\-t Black canyon as 

there was no Gunnison tunnel at th:.-:.t time, \-Jhile in our case ve clld not expect 
. ~ 

to contend torith a great deal of \·rater as most of the water \-IaS at the"Zime of 

our trip being diverted thru the tunnel for irriGation purposes in the ~ley. 

Still it \'laS a p1·oblern to decide just \'Jh:tt to take to be oare th.'lt HG had all 

thut wo nctually needed and yet not be encumbered \rlth unnecess.:u:y laggaga. 
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So \-Ia made our selection lnrGely tlu·u the process of eliminntion. 

ue agreed runong ourselves that no o:1e would take a slnving outfit, feeling 

th:d; \.,rlds~~crs could be mClra easily carried on our fa.cea th.c.n ohavine cquipnent 

1:1 our packs. Aeyway l<te \orcre not r.1uch concerned about pernon9.l appe~anco, as 

vo did not a.."lticipato meeting o.nynne in the canyon to check up on us, and wo did 
\ 

not meet \:ith a single humcm bcins during the five rl.......:ya tl>...:::tt \·te 'Here in the can-

JOn c..-.::copt cur top men a"ld tHo fishermen whom \'/a encountered the second da;i. 

Ench of us carl·ied nn army pack con~"tird.ng provisions, face tm;el, tooth brush, 

eXtra nicko, mess ld t w:i th }:n.i..fe, fol'k and spoon, a shelter tent r..alf', an:tJY 

blar...!~ot 1 jumper jacket and a fet.v other small l'-"..·ticles. The pack as macie up 

uoill.d avornse IJerh&ps. thirty to thirty-five pounds in \omi.::;ht. In addition to 

our pttcka uo e:J.ch carricd miscellaneous articles such ns cookinc utensils, 

fisr~i.ns tacl;le ( t:h:ich had been better left c.t home), first aid kits, ho.nd axes, 

HirO and naiJ.a for r:r:king X'a.fts, \vh:l.to and l:'~d Cloth for l'Jcld.nc flogs to be :pUt 

up in the botton of the cMyon in con.nP.ction "lith the survey, kod?.ks nash lights 

und a fe.,.r other necessar-.1 o.rticles. Davia carried his surveying instruments, 

CC'nslstinc of alidade and planetn.ble, Bo\~en and .E-.fkyn their rods for taking 

elevation rcadinsa, '.>Jalker h:ts heavy kocl~k, and three of us carried a 50 foot 

·coil or rope each, to be used for .life lines i·f nece.ssE.;r:t· and to aid in climb-

:ing over e;igantic boulders frequently encountered in our river crossings. 

Our food while not con..sistincr of a very large variety, proved to be quite 

::;ubntantial in nore Hays than ono. For instance we had our bread for the 
\ 

· entire trip baked aft<>.r a recipe 'Hhich seemed to have originated in the mind 
\ 

of Bo\1Cm• I think it contained rye, \-thole \'rheat and \/hite flour, did· not con-
~ ' 

toin yeast and each loaf '.!leighed abcut t~ro pounds. BO\'Jen had told us that this. 

brc~ld \1ould be very firm, trmt you could not crush j.t or drunage it in any wa:y 

rlr.d ho 'tl!:\6 e7..actly right. Strappine it in any army pack did not injure it, 

neither did tho 0tr;nntic boulders of the Black cat'..yon. It tasted mishty good, .. 
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hovlcvcr, and proved f!Uito serviceable, enduring thruout tho entire trip. \1e 

took along \d th us much staple camp foods us bucon, hD.m, dried fruit and oon­

dcnse'd milk· In addi.tion to these necessities \-le Here supplied \.Jith grape-nuts, 

lunch meats, chocolate baro and oranges. Host of us preferred tea to coffee so 
' 

\::O <lro:'.nk tea \-lith our morning and eveninG meals and go..llons of Gunnison river 

b'::ltcr the rest of the time. Among the lunch meats was· one called salami, a 

favorite delicacy \'lith Davis. HoHever, if you are nt all fruniliar vith it you 

cl.::;ht not be inclined to call it a dolicacy. It is a highly flavored cased 

r.Ie;~.t, foes not respond uell to the action of one's teeth and has rc!'k~l'..able 

powers of holding up l-:elJ. under most adver:=:e cond.i tions. Somehow it never did 

prove popular \Jith our fXll'ty exce~Yt uith Davis rotd myself, I beinG the only 

scnuine convert to the use. 

All pla-'1s h:lvin.g been completed for our trip thru the canyon, \'IO left 

~:ontrose en f.londay morni.nb, July 16, 1934, driving over the old govcrnnent road 

to tihat was knoun in the tu.n.'lel constraction days P..S the 11milk ranch." Here we 

put on our packs and other equipment, posed for ot~ first official picture; then 

s~.rted our descent into the canyon and after a brisk, thirty-minute ~mlk arrived 

at the fust Portal of the Gunr.ison tu..ru"'lel at 8:4o a.m. Here ".'le rested a few 

tri.nutes e.nd visited the genie~ Hr. Tupper ~rho looks after the river portal ot 

the tunnel. Davis be.;e.n h.is survey of the river bed at this point, tying in 

with the elevation established by a previous ecoloGical survey ~<rty. It is 

interesting to note that at E3st Portal of the Gunnison tunnel the river bed is 
\ 

sor!le ?15 feet higher in elevation than the city of Hontrose, and belo~;1 Red Rock 
\ 

c:myon at the western boundary of the nn.tional monu.n1cnt, the elevation of the 
\ 

Gurmison river bed is approxirilatcly ~35 feet lo~er than the city, indico.tinz a 

-
drop of 1100 feet in the 12 miles of the river ~;rl.thin the monument bounda.ries. 

Leaving our top men, Charles and Harry Kane, at the f.J.st port..:J.lt the 
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r:-:r.=-J.ning sL'C rnc!nbere of tha p::rty b~.:t;a.'l'l the five dn."J journey do\-m thru tho 

El:l.Ck car.yon, anticipa.tir~ some bD.rdships and plenty of thrills,- und 'n'·9 wcro not 

c.t sU dis:.ppointed in either reg~:.rd. Aft~r lo.u."lc}1..ing Oltt on s. venture such as 

thi.c, it is quite easy to unde:r·stand -why men are captlvated by the ch::tllenge of 

th~ un~o\l.n. Cne goes on and on, notkno\':ill.:r, just '\r:'!uo.t mxy be encou::1tcred even 

in t1~6 next fe\1 yards, only reasonably certain tlt.at it· \orl.ll be different and 

intcrcstinz. 

Th-1 river bed in this section is comp:t.ratively fle.t s.nd s:nooth and whc:-3 I 

usc t'he v:ord 11si!!ooth" I mean that it :ts cov·~red with s:na.ll 'IJoulders ra.t!le:r than 

1:-JGC ones such o.s \'Ie encou..."1tered a little farther do~.'n the cs.r..yo~. Th~ stre3Ill 

bed in t'his area ayerages 150 to 2G'O feet in \:.'idth \<Ji th extrer!'le 1.ddt~ i'n places 

o..vcr~~"l€ QO feet. This av-era.ga continues g-enerally to the point on the .eouth 

rir.t kno;.:n e.s npul:?it Rock." The \lr'idth cf the c~'"!.yon f~c-m ri'i! to rim thru tl!is 

1920 feet at a r:)ck some t~:o miles below E.::tst Portc"'tl. T;.-1e ca.riy0n Hall5 thru 

this section are ra·l;her sloping but quite rueged with rock ridges and pj.mv:1cles 

~ho;~RS promi~ently. The gentler slopes are covered ~~th s!u~ubs ~~d brush of 

v.:tric-...:s ldnds td.th t-:"111 evergr()cn trees •,:ell sc-'lt"tE:red thruout the are~. The 

box elder is the co:nmon tree of tbe c;:mycn bottom, gro\~i.ns on the s!llall be:nch9s 

e .. :1d ~'ldy places alone the river bed. A species or cottom:ood is lllso quite 

cc:;;:non. 

Follmdng the left side of the river from E-::lst Portal tr.e going l'Ja.s com--

\ 
p;:1ro.tively easy for the first lull£' mile or until we encount<~rcd a 6:7tooth rock 

\.~11 sone 50 feet high "<lith a great pool of deep lr!ater at the b~sa ~f it. !iera 

\ 
\:a r.tn.de the decision th-"l.t 1:1herevsr }YJssibJ.e it wo~ld s::!.Ye tima ::>nd be· !!10re 

c~tisf2ctcry ln every 'l{!.'l'J to cross the rlvc.r above su~h pools th.:.~ to tr.~port 

our clothes f'nd lu.ze;~e acro.:Js the pools. So ~Je '<ll!ded the rivt'\r at t~:d.s point 
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not stoppina to re::1ove clothing or shoos and found the ~m.tcr about l<nce deep. 

follo 1ring e~ong the richt side of the river for another h:tlf milo \o;e encountered 

n ~r.1ooth perpendicular l".rall abC?ut 100 feet hich \vith o. lart;e, deep pool at ita 

rooe • It is impossible to climb over these projecting walls, and one must either 

• s\dm the pool or cross the river to the left by "Vtadinc, the ~tater being a little 

nora than knee deep. Tho canyon \·m.lls besin to close in at this point (station 

1 r.J.le below llist Portal) they are snoothcr and largely bare of trees and shrubs. 

't:o found the bed of the river at this point quite nm-rot<l a.'ld covered with huge 

block boulders worn smooth by the action of the water, and these boulders are 

as black as coal. They extend for many miles thru the canyon and V~J in size 

fr'o!!l a foot or ttlo in diameter to the size of a srnll house. v.'e found the 

travclin.r; very difficult ior a couple of hundred yards and the heat intense. I 

kept a drinking cup hanging en my wo.ist belt all the time .:md from this cup wa 

drank gallons of ua ter as 1:1e \'larked our i:Je..."l.ry wey thru the canyon. Because of -

the great heat experienced during the daytime one requires great q~~tities of 

\·.r:tter D.Ild if the river \-Tater t1ere not available all along, the h:.;rdships of the 

trip \'lould be {.rreatly increased. Hhile stopping to rest for a. few oinutes under 

a box elder tree, Davis in looking up at the south rlia of the canyon discovered 

a large bird flyit13 among the Cl"ags. \·/e all watched this bird as it soared 

~or~ tho pinnacles and finally alighted on a rock point. The bird proved to 

bo a mature golden eagle \-.'hich probably had a neGt in that locality. A little 

farther d01.m the river vso discovered a s~:lall spring 'coming from \the base of the 

canyon \'Jal.l, the water fro:n uhich tras very clear and cold. At hoon ~1e stopped 

for lunch beside a large, deep pool of \·Iater just off a great Jdbor. Before 
\ 

eating our lu..'l'lch tJO enjoyed a wond~r!ul m·lim for about thirty minutes or more. 

A couple of us paid dearly for this first day's m·:im for ~Jia acquited badly 

sunburned shoulders t:Jhich made our heavy pac}:s for the next couple of' days 

quite painful to carry. The mlim, houever, proved GO delichtful and refreshing 
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th.:J.t on ench aucccod.ins dny our otoppin.; place for noon lunch ~s nlHays doter .. 

n:!nCi by n good suim."!litlQ hole. 

· starting doun the river after lunch \Ie soon encountered on the left side a 

ru_;t;J-d u.:U.l about 100 feet hich \·tith a deep pool at the base. In this case wo 

coi.lld take cur choice of oi th.;r scru.ing the wall or \,ra.ding tho river. 'l'hre'.l of 

us cliwboo over the \>rul \'fhila tho others crosned the river, o~ly to find about 

800 y;:u-ds lo\'Jor dm·m tll. .. 'lt they had to aco5.n cross the river to our side. \hlker 

took so::~e very fino pictures in trd.o section of the cv.nyon. At station 2.8 \49 

n:>tcd tvo s:;1all sprir.(;s at the base of the c.:myo11 ltcl.l en the south side, both 

of which f'lo·.-sed excellent cold drinld.n3 water. ('l'hg, station figures c;ivcn -itt 

this article ,represc~1t rnilc~e dista"!ces fro:n our starting point at East Portal.) 

In this section of the ca.von \·:c fouud the ch.::umel filled \'lith mm:;ive boulders 

o.."1d the ri":c.:- ~oot di&:l.ppc:u·ing runong the:n. At station 3 files, t.;e crossed 

the ri vcr to the right \-:i th Walker and myself \·1auing ucross the sw'i±'t cm•rent -

considerable above our knees, ~hile the others crossed by jruaping from one 

s::1ooth rock to another. This type of rock C1•ossing was altvays treacherous as 

l>'ith hmvy packs and hands occupied with l-uggage, one could easily lose balance, 

or clip off a ro~k, or -..:orse still und.crostimatil".g the dista!1ce betv;e-cn. rocks 

lund in the midst of n deep hcle or sriii't rapids usually found between the 

rocks. But forttl!~tely no accident of this kind ever occurred. ;.t station 3.2 

·,;~ ca:ne upon a good sandbar <nd stopped, presUl::t!bly for the night. But ~bile 

\.:c sat resting watchi.nz Eylcyn and Fleming mlim, Davis ru1d I reuchcd the con­
I 
I 

Cll!sion that if t,·a \'lould go dot..n the ri vcr to the next turn '.·JC c'ould sea pulpit 

reck on the south rim. So \-:e decided to move en dc~·m, scmchovl !~~ling tlut l<:e 
\ 

could sleep better t~t firn~ night if we were in sicht of some point ~lrlch ~s 

cc.uld recotjr.J.ze. ~le were not diS3.p:poir.ted in our e:<pecta.tions for 1:1e could 

e~slly s~c Pulpit reck CL'"ld Spruce Tree point far-ther do•t:n the· ca..'I"JYon. In order 
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to oscer~-dn our locrttion in the cunyon rolntivo to tho rim, and to check our 

rro,~·r~ss frot! dv to dGy, He P.ad provlov.:.>ly plnced four flues c.t po1nt3 along 

the •rir.:1 fro~ \Jhich they c .. :mld be seen from tho bottom, the first hav-lng been 

pl:!ccd at Pulpit rock. Coming upon a eood sandbar c.t 5:45 p.m. t-.rc stepped for 

t1
1
e niflht, p""·wing made three anci o. belli' miles the first day. 

trJ.nss cascntial for ot11' pt\rsoP.al. comfort tH1d Here r;uided a.cco:cdin.gly by' these 

dur5.ng the rercindcr of the trip. h'o found that we nrast have plenty o£ ch:inkL1g 

\:':l.f.er tlu·:.10ut the day, uhich \tas alt-lr!Y.S obtahmble from tho river. ':;e muot h:we 

s. ~ood st-~-:L-n:n:il'l.G hole at noon to refreshen liS aftGr f~ h:trd morl'l..:ing of rock climb .. 

:Lne, and at night the chief l'l:lquis.t te Kts a sandbar lare;o enc,';J.gh for sleeping 

c;:.r..yon1 eop~'cially tha.t. rJ~ci.;it.::n fl•vn P·vJ.:pit l'Ock to Hir;h point, about a ruilo 

bolow ta3 Bridee site. 

It \:laG not long u.fter t:te rJ£ ... d stopped for the ni:;ht until carup fb·o \'!a.S 

bu_1"'!ling on the salld and the air filled \dth the delightful odor of bacon and 

fried potatoes and onions. Do.vis a.t1Jl i-:o.ll{t&r \Jere the chief coot-..s and they \Jera 

quite proi':icient in cnmp culin..qry art. Orili.narily I '":ould do a grGat deal of 

this sort of l-:ork in a celli.l?t bnt en this tr:.l.p I w.'3J3 chareed ui th the 1·espcn.::;i ... 

bility of provicling trout e<.4..Ch dsly i'ol .. the camp menu. Houcvcr, I \!OUld have 

o.cccm~'l.iched !!lore as a cook, for c:..s a trout fishE:ruan I prove a total failnro, 

c:1.tching just one trout tll!'uout the can.yon trip. 'fue otlwr-e who fiahed net 

~ii.th the same r~sulta. h'L h~d nothing by 'ki<XJ of bait or lura i~1hich thoy 
. ~ 

':JO!'e interested. After the ovenil'l_g neal \-JO sut ru.·our..d o1u, cr-..mp fire until the 

e:::bers c:ied out, then retirinu to ottr doi.P.JY be;ds on otu• sn.nd matt1·ossco to 

over crwdta boulders of all fiizes. R~ally, a sandb3r rJattre~s co.u be r;.:.tda 
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oo~t co::Jforto.ble. It can be adjusted to conforr.l perfectly to the p~rticular 

aize and slulpe of any incllvidunl. If you wnnt a. pillow of o:ny certain propor­

tion;, all that is necessary is to heap up the sand under the head of your 

bltulkot to the desired dimensions. If you awaken in the nicht ld th a cramp in 

any ~~t of the body, one only needs to reach u_~der the blruL~et and either pile 
-

up the sand or take it a~:ay until the affected opot _on- the body is made com-

forbble. For bedding v1e took nothing \'lith us but a thin shelter tent half to 

SiJread on the sand, over \-Ihich we placed our single army blan.~et half of \·ildch 

vo.s tmc!er us and the other half over us. This proved sufficient hO\·rever as the 

ni.s;hts \':ere just dclic;htfully \·rarm until morning. \-le t--Jere surprj.sed to find 

this true and it CM be explained possibly on the grounds thn. t the sand and 

1·ocka and canyon walls absorb a great deal of heat during the intenslve heat 

period of the cJ.a:y and all duri~ the night this heat is throvm off. Even the 

ni:::;ht breezes \•tere delightfully \'lar:n and added (;rcatly to our comfort. Davis 

and I discovered a few days ago \>1hile. vie\rl.ng the canyon from the north rim that 

the first tlicht's camp was located directly under the point occupied by the con-

struction camp on that side of the canyon, and can also be seen at the farthest 

bend in the river looking upstream from Pulpit Rock. I lk·we slept out in the 

open beneath the stars upon many occasions and in many places, but never in a 

more elaborately ornamented bedroom than this \·lith the spires, pinnacles and 

to\-rcrs of the canyon rim almost cor.1pletely surrounding us and it was a rare 

privileze \·te enjoyed of lying on our sandb3.l' bed and l'Jatching t~1e morning sun 

""' . illuminate these various points as it slm·rly flooded the canyon with its dc-

ocending rays. , And this Has an experience tlmt \>Je enjoyed every mo~ - an 

experience that one cannot have except in the depth of a rugccd c~~on like 

the ulack Canyon. 

Durint; the travels of the first day, BoHen, Flemil16 and I hn.d \'Iorn soma 

very painful blictcrs on our feet and theso had to bo taped \fith adhesive each 

4--~~--··· ·-- ~ .... --... --,~?""--- .. 
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r.:orninz upon ri:.:i~ • Very fino cMd \'Jould ect into our shooa during the d:xy 

end this, to.scthcr \".d.th \.ratcr-soo.ked shoes r:mch of the tiwc greatly irritated 

ot~ blistered feet. Tho s:1nd \'Jould oven \:1ork under the adhesive c.nd when it 

I 

did the adhesive acted then about like very fine sandpaper. OUr greatest suffer­

i!'-S \:13.S c.ause.d by sunburned shoulders and blistered feet. Boven and Fleming 
-

e.otch developed some sort of stomach trouble the second day \·lhich made travel 

very difficult and slo\1 for them that day. Hmtever they stayed Hith it nobly 

end experienced no trouble after that. 

We had previously arranced with the top ~en to appear on Pulpit Rock at 

or about 11 a.m. of the second day. In Cas9 He should pass before that time· 

,:0 vere to put up a flag at the base of a group of pine treeo previously desig-

no.ted. This \":e d.."id and moved on dO\-m tho canyon. About the appointed time 

D.J.vis discov-ered the Kane boys standing against the railing at Pulpit Rock. 

Tne next thing uas to attract their attention in soue wny. He made a. \thite and 

r~d flag and \'laved thr:t t, but they did not seem to see it. Then wa, hit upon the 

ple~ of a sicnal fire as used for centuries by the American Indian. I hastily 

built a larce fire of <lrift.\-Jood and upon. this the others piled green branches 

and leaves from box elder trees. A huge column ot -.,rhite smoke immediately 

o.occndcd Upi'Jard and in a fevr moments, Davis watchil;,g the boys thru his instrument 

R"l\·t them 1t1avc their o.rms in anm~·cr to our signal. They understood then, that 

they \-:ere to immediately descend into Black Canyon \d th £>Jl extra supply of pro-. 

visions sufficient to last thruout the remnindcr of our trip. They descended 
. . . ~ 

thru Echo canyon on the south rim, just above Rock Point, abOut half \1a.Y between 
~ 

~ulpit rock and park headquarters at Lion spring. 

We had, before discovering th,e top men, crossed the river on rocks to the 

left side. \·,'hen direatly under Pulpit rock, Do.vis computed the depth of the 

c.:~.nyon at this point and foa"ld it to bo 1770 feet. From Pulpit rock on for the 

next four miles, our traveling was exceedingly slow, difficult nnd so::10\·Jhat 
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d~c;-ous in vomc places. The rive1· bed is quite ll<.'ll'l'0\'1 tlu'U this section 

n·;0r~r~ npr.ro:draatoly 100 feet, the cm1Yon \lallo rather mnooth and strnieht 

n!ld the uottor:t of tho canyon filled uith immense bouldero. \~e encountered a 

l.r.xse pool of deep uatei just below Pulpit rock but v1e uero able to get around 

this tf-_thout c:-ossinc, the river by the aid of a 1•ope strE:tch~d along the Hall. 

After the last man Hus over tho rope \:as ei ven n flip and the looped end detached 

frc~ n poL~ted rock and dra\1n acroso tho pool. It was soon neceosary to cross 

tho ri ve1• to the rit;ht ~v;hich t-:o did by cllmbing over l~trge, Sl:Jooth boulders \'Ji th 

the aid of tho ropes. At timea_o \.;e found it to be very dnngerous to attE:rnpt to 

ccale these c-r;ooth rocks \d. th deep \-rater rushing between them \-lhile carrying out. 

hc:tvy fAl.Cks 1 so in s~ch cases He \·rould get one man somehow across the rapids and ' 

o:t top of a large rock, then by tying each al~ticle of luggaGe ui th a l~ope trans-· 

port thea across in tlL'l t ~Jay c \~'hen necessary for safety v1e \..;ould use the i~ope 

for crossing such places, scmetirr.en emplo~"ing it to clinb up a large smooth 

bo~dcr w~d aguin using the roi~ to descend to a B3~ler rock lower in the river 

bed. 

't!e did not stop for lunch the second <by until about 2:00 p.m. J.foam;hile 

tho k.:'$e boyo had reached the bottom of the canyon uith our supplies. !!Garing 

un ~~1king they decided to go up the canyon to meet us. Upon reaching the lower 

nide of "the Hru.·ro\.Jst' they found it necessary to leavo their clothes and sHim 

~lu'U.. tie \:ere enjoying our daily mr.im l:hcn they catac upon us and after· sharing 

~:i th them cur m.'im and our lunch and nk'11dllG further plans for· the remaindel" ot 

tho trip, the boys decided to go back to Echo canyon and begin their long hard 

clinb to the rim. They informed us before leavir..g that nt this narrow portion 

of the' Black Canyon we \:ould lulve to mrim thru und build a raft to tJ.·ansp~ 

Proceecli~ doun the canyon after lur1ch1 or about 3:15 \ie soon f ... '"tssed a 
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Good sprine of \mter coming from tho south canyon \oJ.:lll. A~w yards farther 

dotm we found it nccesc:u-y to cross the river to the right· which \·.•o nccompli:iliod 

by the boulder route. Here a.nothe~· spr:tng \1aG diccovercd CO!rlnz from nc::•.r tha 

b
3
se of tha north canyon wall. Gro\~ on n little grassy bench iu the vicinity 

o! this sr-rinE;, Ne found some of tho noat beautiful ferns a::'ld Oreeon [,Tapes 

tl!:lt I }1.:1d ever seen, the latter t.."lking the form of a s!U'Ub \.r...th bra.'lche.s three 

feet lon.~. 'L'!e found the S.:\.'!IC thins true of zreat patches of poison ivy Hlrlch 

~:~ encountered ~1 tht'u this s:)ction of the car:yon growing on the little be.i'lchea 

end brushy slopes just nbovc the canyon bod at the b3.Be of the wJls. The ivy 

we fotL'ld W.:l.S- in the fol~r.l o.f a shrub three to foUl' feet high l'athcr than a vine, 

end }.~e f.rcqucntl;r .f9und it neces&'U'Y to walk and cra:v1l thru these shrubs, but 

fortu::..;.tely nona of us ~ ... ere nffected by the ivy. r..s.te in the afternoon \-Hl found 

' it nccess::u·y to cross th~ ri Vf2!r a.gcin en bouldcrG to tl:e left side l·:h:tch would 

be the south side of the canyon a short distance above trthe Harrovm, n At th.:!..a 

crossins \>Ie found some vory L"lteresti.."lg water-\·Jorn bouldcr3. Cylindrical h')l<:.s 

h-:.wa ber;:n uorn into tte very hcext of these r.1am;i ve gJ.'a . .>rl to rccl~s by the action 

of the tm.ter and sond over a long periocl of tir:1e. In one insb.J!Ce the hcle tr-c:.s 

found to be about six feet in di!..!Tieter nnd seven feet deer) '.:fi th o..n opcnint; ";lorn 

thrn the r.ock at the bottom. Da.vis end Bo~ven clir:lbed i.nto this holo nnd Hal!::cr 

took n !'j_cture ~ri th tho head of Dot-Ien protruding from the louer OJ?O!'..ing anc. the 

head and m'TJ of Dav-ls ::>hotrlncr o.t the top opeP.ing. TP.is pc.rticuJ .. ar rock may be 

t:::cen from the birdge site looking dot<.n stream. 

\-le renched 11the IkrrO\Js"- about .5:00 p,m. having made only one en<l 0!1e l'.a.l:f' 
! 

t"d..les this c'~r:1y becnusc of the difficulty of travel t!hich 'Has intc:nsifir:d _ _gs a 
-~ 

. ' 
rc:::ult of our sore fcP-t nnd ohottld.c-rs. \'lalker took some very excellent r~ictu-1•~, 

in thj.s section of the canyon, especially of "the HRrrO\'IS 11
• \~e socm si~~ed up 

the c.ituation and fo\A.Ild that the only possible \.;ay to cet thru \::as to C\Jirl! and 

~·.~-~ .. ~- . .. ·-· ,_-:.-·.~. ···-~· .. ., . 
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~lte a raft on vhich to tro.ncport ou.r lum;agc. DriftHood \·na rather scurce in 

this uroa, but \ciO \'l~ro nblo to find enoueh to build a. satisfuctory raft. \·Ia 

tied our throe 50-foot leneths of rope together and attached one end to tho raft 

,-:hile ·a couple of us held the other end. The raft \vas loaded and the other men 

s\-.'Dll alo115side and back of it pus'P..ill[; it thru the t-m ter close 'to the south wall, 
-

as the quiet \-later uas alolJG tllis aide of the canyon. riith the raft s:1fely on 

the other side \vO found that we h,3.d used litO feet of our rope• This hole was 

much longer and tho current very mrl.ft along the north wall. \'lith the rope th~ 

raft \.ras pulled back up stream for a second o.nd third load of luggage. ~Je 

finished transporting our lusgage about 6:30 Porn• and finding a dollble terraced 

·sandbar in a cove alon,g the south w-..JJ. \vc decided to ma.l.ce carap for the nir;ht. 

•, --~-. ···- . . 

Davis nnd Eykyn \'JCnt do\·m to the mouth of Echo qa."lJon to look after the provi-

sions that th~ Kane boys had left e.nd returned bringing \'lith them a cake and 

CO'J.lY of the Denver Post n.."ld the Daily Press of the d.a:;r beforo \·Jhich Hrs. Davis 

nnd l-h-1:>. \'/arner h.'ld sent dmm Hi th our provisions. He grea'tly enjoyed OUr cake 

tlu'lt evening and the next day. It uas rather an interesting ex)?erience to sit 

around the camp fire that second evening in the depths of.the Black canyon and 

read under flaming headlines of the Daily Press 9 the story of our going into 

the canyon the morning before, and also the interesting account of the earlier 

exploration parties of Bryant in the \dnter of 1882-33 and Torrence a.."ld Fellous 

during the sununer of 1901. He very much enjoyed ov.r nisht at this place. h'e 

felt that ve \'Jere almost cor:Jplctcly boxed in by the lllc'lssice black valls and 

only a &'!lall portion of starlit sey visible above us. Davis was the last man 

to select his snnd mattress for the nieht and found nothins loft except ~w._· __ 

spot on the edge of the lo\';er terrace. He smoothed over the sand in th5.s 

depression and a larc;e rock on the lo\·;er side kept him and his bed in place 

during the nieht. TI1io bedroom can be plainly oaen from a point on tho north 

canyon rim. 
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Ho v~rc up c•J.rly ~¥ednc.schy morrdng .:md soon t'.avJ .. ne p::-ep~r. tiona fer a hnrd 

d.."-Y• 
!.fter morning C&:':lp duties \'TOre a.ll :finished one of the roc'l;~en EHn.rr. thru 

"tho Narrc~·m" for a level rendinr,. We had previously decided to Measure the 

c;-_,_"lyon at this :point so Davis and Flem.i..~, each holdj.ne the e:1d of n string mro:n 

to the narro~1 porticn of the gorge, D.:tvia t..:".lr..ing the north 'I:.'?.Y td.th the cnrrent. 

\J'hen c~tch reached their respocti vo sides of the cpnyon, they tighten eel their 

strir.g t.nd holding their roo.rks swo.m back to shore. Upon measurins tho 1!'.::trk~d 

atring ~~c fou."ld the canyon at "the rhr.:-ows" to be just l;{) feet \·:ide. It is tha 

r.r..rro\:.'aDt place in tho entire Black cnnyon and thru this n.w.~.·ow corse the mlghty' 

Gmmison pcurD its turbulent lJO.tcrs. '!'he canyon at this point is 1725 feet cleep. 

Every oembar of_ ot~ party decided th~t trJ.s portion' of the Blnck cc~on 

for ~hcut one and one ... h?.lt milas each ~JaY from the "the !{nr-.co~·ls 11 1.s by feu .. the 

rr.~st facd.na.ting and thriJ.linc o£ arq pt,rt, and fror.t the bott.om is much moro 

r.oE"ni.ficent cu"td impressive thc-.n from the top. A little developn~nt uork mtch as 

n trail do;..m thru Echo ca.nyon the mouth of which is approximately 200 yards 

b<:lo·o~~ "the Narro\·:s" a."ld a r.a.neinc i'oot-bridce conctructed a.long the south canyon 

wall for ~bcut 150 feet Hould ~ive anyone a tremendous "thrill." At the sana 

ti:ne it would give ec..sy access to the upper portion of the canyon ui.thout the 

nccc~Gi t:y of svimming "the Narrows." Those of us tvho are quite f.:>.:niliar \":i th 

tho canyon have r~ached the conclucJ.on that this is the lo~ic~ place for the 

CGnctruction of ~- bridge if the geological str.uctttro of the isla.."1d off. the 

con th rim l-totlld prove e.atj sf.actory. It is a magrd.ficent set-up for such a 

ctructura lrith a short 1.50 £oct sp.:1.n of bridge connectir.c the south rim with 

tho inland, a rc~d across the island, than the longGr sr~ of bridge· acrcs~-th 

c<:~nyon to tha north rim. Frc;n the ,csntcr of such brid.ic, one \<tol~ld be able to 

f:.:lt n C«n.yon vie11 perhaps unexcelled by any thins like it :l.n this cotL"ltry. In 

nddi tion to affording a marvelous scenic attrv.ction 1 thi.:~ bricr.;e would serve 
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11 
very crcnt utilita:·inn r•urlJOSQ in <:o:mcctiil{; the Blacl: i·iC:J.:3. hit)l\IF.tY or~ the 

?'' d.lcc. or t~orc of trn'.·el noll r..cc~osary to t_;ct o-ou:i.'ltl tho Bln.cl: Ccnyon. ,;; 

t!lO COJ\}'Cn on the lef"!: cic!c r.\:Jd:-~ cur \.:uy Glcvly ovqr lm.c;e 1 Gt~oot!1 1 bl&c..lc 

n....,,,n -c.,ch:..,,,. Echo canyon '>.<e picked up our GU'_.Jplics l~ft by our tc.n ... men. Ther.o v" ....... ~.. L-o. ~ 

/J 

•:cded a t-:rcn.t deal of e:c:::ra. \;ci~ht to ot:r packc, and tho chcul(krs of ncme still 

br:in!; sc..,rc frcu <Rmc~l und cur feet t;ettin.s norc 1~un.i'u.l each dn.y u.nd bei.ug 

th~ r:bt:r to the rieht eidc 11-rh:tch. uo acccr:;pliLh£:ci on lr..rr;c boulc!cr·s. Alent: l~cre 

l.'C:::cl bcine constructed en the r;.OJ:•th rio. t'o t·:crc sot!Cl·.'t~t n.:lraiu of this bl&ct-

:trc.: on accovn':; c;f h1Cks beir.c thl·o'-''ll iuto the cznyon, but fol~tunatcly none cDne 

our firct ri Vl'r ci·cc~il~g of the Llcrn1_ng, · uc i'cun.d it ncccsc.::•.ry to ere: en nr;~in 

tH::; tir.:c to the loft, or Gcuth uicic. ~..; s cro!:uinc :rrcscnted n r:;:-or.leti. Tha 

n:Ll"rO!·n~nt channel l.•ctHccn. boulders "-~g teo 1.-id.c to .set D man F. cross. i-?G found 

c:. ~:~all log o.r:ons the rccb::; ::;nd t:r.ic uas floated do 'om nnd so rn£,neuvercd nr. to 

lcdco nc.:inst the rocks at ei th,-::r sido of ch.:-1-mcl. One r..:'u: vcntnred acrocG _on 

t!-1c los s.ncl re~c!J.cd the other side ccfoly. A rope Hac strctch0d c.c1·o.:;a c.nd by 

ttc uid .of trds rope to stev..dy 1:1:l, '!.i'O cll c:r·os~E:d \·tithout ru-.y sli:ppi11e into the 

l'" ccor, peel c:.t the b<.<.sc z;nd it \:M nccccs:;;:;'y to cross tho ri vcr ever boulders 

to tilt: nm.·th 1·im. This croc=d.::1g rw::~~o c. li ti:lc wh:tlc before neon, '.r.'[;:J 

c·::.:;} rn.·:t~e dtu.~ing ttnt third day. Frcm t!us ,point ue cou.ld c~e ou.::- :·Jo. 

the last 
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\;hich reel been placed on a rocky point of tho south rim just a.bovo the lo\·tcr, 

~ - .... _5t,::;.~d iol&nd \-~:ttch is n sh:)rt di!1tmco nbovc L:i.on Spri..ng Ci:L~·on. Uo found 
I)C•··''-' •• -

e l:-:~G& fl~.t rock in tl::is nre3 e.:pprm:i:m.'.tely 65 fcot sqn:?.re .:1nd a. grc:lt m:my 

b~t little s:i!~ler. Fro~ this point, st-.1.tion ,5.8 belmi E:2st Port~ '.'10 could 

o'li' fl~ !~o. 3 'dhich h~d been :pln.c:;d at the Br5.d[;o site • 

hole. rrere Unlkor 3.Ild I decldc:d to eo a li ~tle clothes 'H:whinc; b~forc our 

Gt:L""l, s::> ho cr:st hil3 t.mdcr\rear into the ponl no!lr the edr;e a"l.d t~u-ned to do 

c:o~cthinc el~e vi th othor ::.rticleG of clothins. !n a fe~; mo~o':'lts he discovered 

urdcr the sh~,do cf !l ~use b1.::~.ck rock 1~2 feet 'hich. · Sb..rt:i.ng out after lunch He 

ker·t ~bove the river boulders e.s t:t~tch as r:ossible prefcrrins to co t!-:.ru the ivy, 

crc:;c·r.. cr::tre, currr:nt bushes ~n1 ot!ter c'hrubs in preference to uor!.d.n.£: cur W3-Y 

o"·er the l~rso rccke. At times uc \·:onld C.rop b~ck to the river bed for le\·el 

rcadir.f;G eind clrinking HD.tnr. On one of the li ttlc bonchec \'TO fcnnd the hc'Uldle 

1--.:-..rt of r.n old boat O.."\r we.nhc:d up there E!.Ild left clurill[; a tir.:e of }rl..[;h h'ater .. 

I r·icl:cd it up v.nd e~:!':.tn:.r.ed it and d:t:;ccvered tlu-.t it vas \!.raprcd \'lith a heavy 

~.e;,thor 'bond obc-tlt eight inches \:ide rutd ccct:rely naileC. to the oar. Cut dee!? 

in the J.c:~.ther u~s the v .. .--:.ne in l~.rce letters, "I~oJ.b." Thlr. oar HQO prohc:tbly 

t!scu 'by E. L. Kolb a re:presonb:lt~'IC of the tint:tcl'l<~l CeoG-rD.phic Society, wr..o 

\H:::Jt thru the cr~nyc)n I undcrGt(;:"'1d in a bo<1t or crnoo cevcrn1 ycnrs n.go, tho I 

bt\'C notlrl.nt:; au.thentic on this as :ret. I stood tho car on end nnd piled rocks 

nr·on.nd it to nttr.-~ct the nttentic-n of. ether c:q:·lo:'ers uho rnicht be pacGing. 

' The rive1~ th:>u tl;ia section od~es ·a trc:-.Jcndous drop cf 260 feet in n. r:rl.le. 

':1l..:·r~? IJ1•e sG•Jercl deej? rapids in th .. \s m.ile juct a'bove the Bride~ cdtc ~nd one 

\::.'. tc-r.fr:J.l of 43 feet. As -..·c look~d <!olin the c2~·a~ f. rem a po5.n t above the 
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O!llY the tops of tho spruce trees belovr, I cnn aosuro you that tho outlook 

did not appe.:u- very hopeful especially in view of tho fact that it wns time to 

ctop'for the evening and.no s.:mdbars \orcre in sieht. Ho\Jever, we made it thru 

nftcr sooe strenuous rock climbing and directly under the Dridce site we found 

n lPxce flat rock 50 feet long by 30 feet ~dde and \v.ith a small ~dbar below 

it p..longside a largo deep pool of \>rater. He found m:my rock fragments scattered 

over ths sandbar where. we \'tould sleep, and the fu.t rock upon \·Jhich t-Je \-tould 

cook and eat and t-re knet-! that these were broken from larger rocks \<rhich visitors 

to the Bridge site had at times hurled over the canyon rim in order to hear them 

crash. I decided to fish mrhilo before supper and standing at the edge of our 

bedroom, about the third cast \'ri th a small spinner I hooked and \:Ji th the aid of 

Flc:Jing landed a nice trout weighing from one and a hnlf to two pounds. I was 

very optimistic t·Jith this success and tho~ht perhaps I had discovered the prop~r 

lure, but not so as this t'<'as the only trout caught by any of the p9.rty on the 

entire trip. Catchi.ng this trout ho\'Jever, was an inspiration to the boys to get 

nuppcr and it t-Jas not long until it t~-as sizzling in bacon grease over our camp 

fire. It Has quite a task to get from our dining room on top of the large rock 
I 

to our bedroom bel0\·1. We used a rope to get dotm off the rock, then h:ld to tiork 

our \·Jay for several feet behteen -the· undersiO.e of a f:l.dt rock a..11d some driftt'lOOd 

t:hich \-Jas a rat.her tight squeeze. OUr luggage and \'rater for cooking was raised 

,and lo~ered over the large rock by means of a ropa. This camp site can be seen 

fro~11 the rocks on the rim just a fe1:1 feet north of the Brid5e site railing, and 

can be very easily seen from the opposite side of the canyon. 

\·Ia were rather slow in getting started on Thursday, the fourth morning as 

we were tired and worn from the hard ~~-before altho wa traveled only 1.3 rJiles. 

Le.."lv:ing on the right or north side of the river \-/e only eent 2(X) yards until we 

··-------·---~-.~· ------------
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hJd to croso to tho south sido. 1'his crossing uno effected by means of using 

over large boulders forming a 11n tural bridza. The water runs under and ropes . 
the lurse rocks at this point practically disappo;.u-ing from vio\'le Some ru::;ons 

v~r:l interesting potholes \':oro discovered in some of the rocks of this na tu.ral 

brid£;a and these, together \·lith the mtural bridge can_ be soen from the Bridge 

sito on both ~anyon rims looldng down the river. This crossing was rather 

<L'111Serous and difficult as in one instance .there was a oheer drop of some ten 

feet to a snall round boulder.below with a deep and swiftly moving current of 

"~>':lter running by •. A few yards bclo\'1 we had to cross the river to the north 

side, this crossing being accomplished \dth the aid of our ropes. This \-las 

our lnst difficult crossin3 as the river ~~dens at this point, and the boulders 

nrc not so largo, or at l~ast the large ones are not so n1mcrous. Near the 

last rock crossing ue came upon a small Hn.terfall of several feet drop and 

under a large rock was a cavolike hole tilled t-dth mist fro~ the falls and 

ntcpping into this, \'las like stepping into a real refrigerator. 

P.assing by the mouth of Grizzly gulch• we c~~e upon a large cave that gava 

evidence of having been used a 'great deal by fislq_ng p:ll'ties coming dmm into 

the canyon from the north side.· Various cuns a.Yld cooki!l_g utensils l':era found · 

on. a shelf. Some notes written on various kinds of paper lrmre also found. One 

of the most interesti.11g notes read as follovs: rrHello boys. Just pn.ssed thru -

out of chuck. Found yours, hadn1 t eaten in 2 days.· Thanks a lot boyD. Do 

the same for you sometime. 11 Signed, "The Old Prospectors." \•JE left a note, 

ci ving our names and stating our mission in going thru the canyon, then placed 

nll the notes in a glass can and left it in tho cave • 

\-Ia stopped at station 7.0 for lunch about 12:15. Hero \>so found a beautiful 

little box elder grove alongside a l-tondcrful m.rimming pool. It was a most 

dolightful place to stop for the noon reot period, especially as we could sea 
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the c 3 nyon opening up before us, the rocks getting ~1Gllcr and the bed of tha 

river s:noother and Jr...not-:ing that the difficult and dangerous part of our trip 

\OS over. 

L$:1-ving tho little grove at 1:30 \'1e sturted dot-Ill the canyon on the rieht 

nnd \:ore able to rennin on this side the remainder of the afternoon. \:Je crossed 

over a larse rock'slide directly under Serpent point~ being the highest point 

.t.h • oJ.ong the nor ~oo r1m • At this place Davis compared the south rim elevation with 

the vater elevation and learned to the very great satisfaction of all of us that 

the Black Canyon here was 2300 feet deep. As we journeyed dovm the CaP~on we 

cnr::te to a long pool of still water perhaps a fourth of a mile long and md!!mdng 

-
among the rocks were great numbers of the finest looking fish I have ever seen. 

This proved a tem1Jta tion t-:hich none of us could resist so we stopped to try our 

hD.nd at catching them. In v.:Un HC fished, and in vain \:1e fished sor:1e more but 

no success. There being a sandbar at the end of this pool and good camping 

place we decided to spend the night there. So we kept on fish.il'l...g. No\·1 9 every 

t):out fisherman knm·TS that the most age;ro.vating thing in a fisherr.un' s experience 

is to be able to sea a lot of fine larce trout in the clear \'later, to dangle all 

sorts of bnit and lures in front of their very mouths and the:l have them turn 

conte:Jptuously mm~. This Has our experience for tl'ro hours. Ho·;;aver, there 

\/"..l.S one recompense, for which sitting on the rocks fislrl.ns, Davis happened to 

look up at our No. 4 flag on the highest point of the oouth rim about a half 

~le back of us and discovered a group of people standing there. He hastily 

s:;ot h.ia instrument and lookiug thru it found the parties to be Hrs. Davis, her 

brother, the Kane boy a and one other person \~hom \·1\3 did not recognize for a cer-

'tc'1inty. \.Je exchanged "yells" for ~ time and then proceeded to prepare the 

evening meal. Our "special, Black Canyon bread" \'las getting rather hcu-d and 

dry by this time oo Halker hn ving flour along B<lid thn t he h'ould bake us some 

/ 
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!resh "tuist." IIo peeled tho bark off co!t:e t;rc~n box older limbs and \:ral)pcd 
• 

his douch around these m1d baked it over the coals. This W'::\S broken off the 

Ur:;b and e:1ten. Ho•-t I am not cert..Un w:r..at "t\'rlst" should t.1.ste like U!ldor ol·di· 

C.;.,..cU!lsta:'!ces, but I'll never lmo\1 \'ibv ~JaU:er did not feed us the borl~ he r--u·y ..... ">I 

cct off the li~bs, as it certainly co~ld have bean no more ~tchlY flnvored of 

<Tr'"'"'!l box cld·~r tll::!ll wa.a the t\1ist, and he uould have been sp.:u•ed his trouble. 
"' --
l.n;p.iXJ t;c fir'.ishcd OUl" trip next dey on our "special" bread a.11d had about a 

~f lo:1f left to food the fish•· 

~ie ,~·cl'C up early FriJ.a.y :norning and everyone secucd to eo about the morning 

t.:!.~~s ·.n:!:h o. nc\i zc.:U. Ercald.'ast over• ~'le l!'..:tdc up cur packc fol• the l:::.st tir.1e. 

They trcre uuch lighter nm1 as all of our :provisions b.:ld been eaton except 1-1hn.t 

\tO h:J.vc saved for our last. noon ltUlch. r\a tiO started out frcn car.1p nll vera in 

fin'3 spirits, hap:i?Y • and two or three of the party even at te:nptcd to sing • 

Altho ~e be111 \'10 lud about four miler; to lrulke, \:!C felt ce:rtuin that He could 

c::!sily finish the survey and cli!nb out P.ed ::.tock ccnyon and be back to civili~a-

tio~ by eve11ing. Wo crossed a sraa2l branch of the rive~ to an island, over tho 

isl~~d a~d acrons t~e river again to the north cide. TI1e river bed is rather 

\.tide in tld.s m-ea, averaging fro:n 200 to 300 feet, and travel uo.s rc..ther easy •. 

Of course l'/O encountered n great m:li1.:J lart;e. 1•ocl:~, but in: many instances theza 

could be uvoided nnd \ie could \nlk over s.:md or &':Vll.l round river stones. In 

~1Y places in tho moist so.nd \·re SD.W deer and countain sheep tracks along the 

v~tor. we fo~~d it ncccsoary to cross the river agai-~ to the south side on 

c.ccount o£ a s:nooth t-ro.ll D.lld dc·ap water, and this t'le did by ~:1clins for about 

' ' . l()() feet in \.rater J.r .... "lce dcop and uith the ~dd of poles carried in one h.xld. 
. \ 

At a~tion 9.2 "t:e crossed the river by \tadi;Jg and continuud do'.:m \.lon& tha 

r.crth sido for about a mile. About 2 niles above Red Rock ccr~on\ the top men 
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t us nnd assisted in carryir10 out luc;gage. \~c croased the river for the 
!!1C 

last tir:ie to the south side by stcppin.'; from rock to rock \·lith the aid of hand 
• 

poles. This crossing \'laS about a hulf rnila above Red Rock canyon ~Jhich wa reached 

about uoon. ~:e lilCtde our best time thru this section of the canyon aver-aging 

~bout one mile per hour. After a good E~·:i.'llt ltnch anU. a long rest \-:e rr.ade 

rc:.<.ly to climb out of tho canycn. 'i'he Kane boys had brou<?;ht Bo-.<;an and Eyself 

n pair of boots o.nd shoes respectivaly as "t>:e had requested v:hen t-Je lc.st saw 

tlw::n on ·ruesday afternoon. These were a croat cor:rfort to us as '>IC IU:?4UC the long 

cUob out thru Red l\ock ccr~on. l:Jc reached the top about 1;. o'clock Frid.ay 

E'l'~el:noon and found Nrs. Davis ru1d ·brother there 1.>Ji.th ona auto:Jobilc, ar1u the 

Ki.!.llC boys havi:n.g l~i"t the gov~rnr:wnt ti·ucl..: v:e t-rere soon loaded and. by evt:ning 

vere back in Hontl·ose. It \-T"d.S a e:;reat trip 0 accouplishod withou·t accident, and 

even tho a hz..rd trip, still wa e::1joy~d it and :felt tf".:-..t whn.t \~Ie sa\'i' and the 

uutb.cutic information obtained about our :famed Black Car.yon \'las \Jell worth the 

e!fcrt. 

It might prove of intoreEJt to note the clrop of tha river along its com·r:~ 

tlu·u the 11...ational mon-wnent. Bt:2,"'iuning at the East Pol'tal of the tu.nnel, for 

the first tHo Iililes the river clrops 4o. feet per mile. In tha third mile the 

tlrop is '75 feet; foUI·th, 55; fifth, 110; sixth, 2~i seventh, 260; eishth, 140; 

\:Jith a 70-foot drop in 700 feet; ninth, 50; tenth, lr-!); eleventh, 4o; 
I 

t\..'elfth, ·50. 

'l'he follo\-:ing depths ru.·e also given covering sor.1e of tho better kno;rn 

poit;.ts of intcrent. Der1th of canyon at East Portal, 1080 feet. Eo-tot Po1•tal 

trinn&ulation vtation, 1850 :feet. About 1.7 miles bclov t!~o~tion tha 

depth is 1920 feet. Rock point us -seen upstream froo Pulr-:it rock\1820. 

Pulpit 1·ock 17?0 feet. Tho Nm·ro\:s, 1'725 on south rim .'l!ld 1718 on north rirll. 
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,\t tho Bl'id[;e Gi te tho canycn is 1830 feet deep frorJ tho south rim. At High 

fvin~t about one mile bcl9w the Dridce site the canyon io 2;DO feet in depth, 

t...'1d at. tho hill on the rim ovcrlool'..ing Ihln street, Hontrosc-, the cro-.cyon is 

ZT50 feet ~eep. As a rosul t o:f: the splendid unci carai'u.l \'/Orlt of Hr. Davia 

&long v:i. th that of other }Xtrtios x1d l!lerribers of the U • .S. Geological survey, 

/
.'1 ':'·'' 
••.JV 

vc ure now in a position to give authentic infol"::ntiou z·cgc:u·ll03 depth, l-;ic'lth 

t'..!ld other interesting features .of tho Black C<.U1:fO!l within the bound<.u'ies of 

tho national manument. 
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Cl I !lP'l'ER VII 

GEH:i::RJlJ., AII·!IHIG'l1RATIOH 01" THE EOITU.i·!E.!I':r : 1933-1965 

Ad!:Iini~tr>ativcly, Blo.cl: Canyon of tho Gunnison liutional 

::onll!lcnt, lil~o nany sil7iilar :;m;all nonur:wnt s, has nluuys boon 

sor:oone t s ~tcp-child. It ho.s boon torn botuecn tl:o Park Sci'Vice 

ro.:..;iorml offices, aca11inistered by o. national po.l"k, o.nothor 

nati on<-11 nonumcnt, o.n<l novr shared by a 11...:'1. tiona.l rccl"oa tion o.roa, 

hao never had itn o-;.-m su.porintenclont, chief re.n~er, ol" park 

n:tturalist, n.n.d 1.u1til 1962 never had o. yom~-round supervisory 

.ra.-"lse::. ... ·of :i.ts oHn. T'.nc :Collouing o.&ninistrative c~ccotu1.t is · 

co:1or~lly corl'ect lU th l"Cspoct to tho personnel o.nd positions 

involved, but to!"ia s of duty m.a;r be specifically suspcct. 1 

'£ho Eonurilont, of courGo, had boon ost:J.blisllcd { 11proc1Dir.-~ed u) 

on Harch 2, 1933· On April 5, H. E. Plom:tnc, tho secretary of 

tho Eontr>ose. Ch::r,1ber of' Comr:erco, l·iroto Di:i."•ector AlbriGht urg!1mg 

th~t if.' u custodian t-rero to be appointed for the noH monm1ent1 

it bo Hark Hal~nor, uho 'b.ad boon so. instr-u.me!'ltul in having tho 

a:t~ca DOt aside as a na tionul mo:nur~tent. 2 The Park Service replied 

th<!t f'or the time boing no custodiaL nervicos'{-rore v.nticipo..ted1 

ci thor on a p ort-ti!i10 or full-time basis. Houover, on Fob:r.:'un.ry 

16, 193t~, tho urea uao placed tmder the ~;·upcrvision of Clifford 

L. !mdol~son, uho lras custodian of Colol..,ado I! a tional l~onu....'nont. 3 
August 

Ho oorvcd in tbi s ca.pncity at least through fS:O:.J of 1935• 

In tho administrative plsn for Bln.clc Canyon, there uas · 

orizinnJ..ly a CUst·odian poGi tion- sot p and dosic;n~tcd in 1935 

a.s Po.:::ition Ho. 11 Gro.de 8. Eouovcr, Actinc As~ocio.tc Dil"cctor 

Hillery Tolson l..,ccortn·::cnded tl:f!rt on Oc ·ouor 23, 1935, tha.t this 

position bo abolished, us thoro soo:::.ou no need for it, o.nd that 

/ , ... 
. I . -_,·-
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. l" "'U of a cuGtodiP..n pool tion thoro bo onto.blichoC: ·tuo tc:.:pox•::u7 
:l.U -'"' 

· "! ~~~ ra.nco1~ po cJ. tions, for six months' sol'Vico onch yom~, one for 
P··- ~-

tl:o sQuth Ri1:1 o.nd one fol"' tho Horth Rir-1.4 

In Ja.!1Uary of 1936 a memo HUS prepared fol"' tho Socl~ota.ry 

of tbo Interior requestinG the establishnent _of those tuo 

~o~wnc.J.. po[;itions of pc..rlc ra.riGor for the porio<.l from Hay 15 
to septel::bel"' 30, one for ouch rirn • .5 At the rio:nent thoro seemed 

110 r..oed for ranc;orn during tho Hinter months inas11U.ch us " ••• tho 

nrca is snmred in d.Ul"'ing tho uinter, receivinG little tr.::tvol ••• u 

?:~esc pooitions., nur:rborcd "2" nnd u3u _( 111 n boine renorvod for 

tho position of custodian), ~:roro net ut Gro.do 71 ~~1600 por D.l111'U!:l. 

It HUS proposed that each ro.nr;oP c..sslli1lG the i'ollCJ;-:ring 

.b.li'. 6 
rczpo::-.s:t. l.- ·cl.os: 

1. 

2. 

3· 

6. 

Educn.tio:1al: concluctinc; vlsi to1~s to places of intcl"'0st 
in the r:onm-,ent, giving infol ... ;JJ uti ve tn.lks. 205& 
of tin!o. 

Protective: patrollinG for possible tresspo.ssing o..nd 
fires, sn.foty of' visitors, onforcemc..'1.t of pru. .. k rules 
fu"1.d rc[;V.lations. 207~ of ti;·-:w •. 

Rc~istration of visitors, inpal~ting inf'o:r1:1ntion to 
tl!En 1 control of traffic. 20;;; of tine. · 

I-IaL"ltone.J.lCO uork ul.."'UJ~ cunp, policing cx:!p erou..'!~.s, 
s:uLi..tution viOrk. Cc..ro o:f fire pits, ga:Pbo.ce cans 
n.nd. rent l''Ooms. Hau~ing Huto1 ... , i'ix•m:ood, etc. 
20» of time. 

Resoe-rch 1-.ro rk in the flora., fnunn., ecolOGY 1 o.n.d other 
natural sciences of the l-Ionu...":1m1t. 155i of tine. 

Assisting in the conpilo.tion of travel duta, reports, 
o.nd otho1 ... data. 51~ of time. 

Tl:o tHo ronger positions l-JOre fi1 .. st filled in 1936, on 

tho South Ri_ru (Position ITo., 3) by Platt Cline 1-rho C...'ll~ro on duty 

fron Hoso.. 

by Jolu1 c. 

1936, at a 

Vordo on Juno 71 7 and on the Hol,th Rim {Position no. · 2) 

Fullerton.· • ~ __ jth men servod through Sopt<>:,Jbor 20, 

C-rado 7 so.l/ • 

·-·· ····-··- ·-·· -···~:--~· .. 
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,.u.,er>Visi.on of: Ilonu Verde Hn.tionctl Park £ron the very .first, but ..., .L"' .,. 

i t• 2or-t['..iJ;ly, ~l..l}_q_ by the end of 1935J uhen Paul R. FraPJ·:o w1s 

no;.-.v-.i...li.S n.s Ac·i;in~ Suporintonclffi1 t of HoDn. Vcl"de. Fl .. ::mko ~·:o.s 

rofo:·::.•cd. to in so~:~o cor::oospondenco as "ucti."'lG custoC:ic..n" for 
-

both Colorado Ho.tiona.l J.Ic;n1.li1ont and Black C~"lyon., 9 but this . 

uas p::>Ob[;.bly a con.i\:w=.o:n uith rructinc supe1 .. intonc~ent." -

Tho1 .. o ccl~tc.i::J.ly un.s confusion in the 1~1inds of both 

:·:n.nhi:1£jton pm.",som!.ol u.nd local Pv.rk Sorvico officials about tho 

r:onu::~3nt 1 s :c.~ocional relationships at this time. Hhon Black 

Rc~ion 3; bu~c by rai.C:-J.936 it Has mtp;::>o:J edly in.clud.ocl in Recion 2. 

Ln.:!clGcapo /u.,chitccts RiciJ.Oy of Hc,sion 3 and. Baker of Rosien 2 ha.d 

beo:1 ucviccd of' th:!.s sitrto.t.i.on on A-u.[,1.wt 27, 1936; but Supul~-

inte:::1de:nt Lrus!:>aum b.ad l"'eceived no d.:i .. roct confin:Jo.:tion u.ntil 

SOl)tcuLel" 21, 1936, Hhen he had verification tint Blc.ck Canyon 

r.nd Colorado national lTonu!ucnts reported to ReGion 2 f.L"ld Eesa 

Verde to Region 3 • 

Tho !-~onv.mcnt t-m.s under the coordination of tho Hosa VePde 

national Pal"k supel.,intondent until 1953,10 Hhen supervlsion 

uas transferred to the Colorado Hut :i.onal Eonm1ont supol"intondent. 

In tho spping of 1965 a rie1-1 o.r.U:ninistrc..tivo unit uas set up, Hi th 

hoo.dqt'.ai•tors in Hontrose, ubich vTbuld inc1udo Cur0cunti liational 

Rcc1~oation Aron, as noll· o.s Black Cm1yon and Colorado liutional · 

I:or.unent • 

-At the end of this chapter is a. roster of the o.dr:;inistr~tivo 

fJOl'D011.'1c! nszociu tod tti. th DJ.ucl-:: Co.n:;·on Hat ionn.l Z.:onu.rncnt since 

In its early years, BJ.nc~ Co.nyon 
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hc.d no 11 co~ ... oor 11 utbl:i.nistro.'Givo staff attached to tho !·lom.u:lvnt; 

but oJ..' .. :i."inr; tho rrnu.::;nor s cason, " usually i'!'Om Z.:~!Y into Octio1Jor1 

thoro' uo~o "ta:.1po1"aP,y- 11 Ol"' "soo.sonul" ra.-·1e;ors, ucua~ly one on 

co..ch rir1.Tllis uc..s tl'~ .. o ·citu..'ltion from 1936 tln ... ouch 1951. 

Ono s1~0l"tcoming adsociatod ldth this m."PDJ.1GOr:l0nt l:o.s that 

there uas J..i ttlo unifom lonc;-r.9..!16o rolation::;hip bott-JO~n those 

at ci thel" ~·rcsu Vor·do or later ... Colol"ado national r:ontu'Ucnt-. T11.a 

laclc of 11ad.ninist:;. ... ~ltivo Ol"'icntation" shot-red u.p in such Black 

. c~yo::.1 l"unc;or activi tics as the prepe.ration of: "Gl~o monthly raports, 

uhich generally lc.cl:ocl the sophistice.tion und stc11d.~clizc..tion of 

u !;:ol"O clonoly supervised operation. 011. ono oc.Jo.nion Supo::•intsndont 

r 1~f 1 t "0--"c1lod to no~·o l-}1,.., .... ll~,n·"lrn-:1~•ch ~ ... •.?.,. ... O~"'Cl ·'·be""' reports ·rOn.;._,.,. 0- v ~·:i.J · -· . v v ·•~ u .....- '-·~·•"'- •• ,..,_, >iv OJ -.1. v~ "''-' 

directly to the D:h"'ector, it is ir.I;->O:<."ati ve thv.t noro curo be tal:en 

in thoil"' p:i~OpUl ... ~tt5.on, In the cn.so of ·i:;ho Juno !.~cpol"t i t 12 has 

~Ja.shington bocc..uso of nisspelle.d Hm:>ds, st;rikc-ovors~ :uqn"opel'1 

spaci:ng and inconplctoncss. It also appc2.r~ tha.t the typo is 

not cle_n.n; this ca11. he ra::wdied by &'1 occa.si.Ol~0-1 b~ushine "t-Jith 

c....Yl old toothbl"ltsh.t Ol" a typo brush can b0 1,equis i tionod through­

this offico. ul3 

In 1952 a "p cl7.r;K.tnont u purl:: ranger fron Colol•n.do Iia.tioP..al 

Eonumcnt liO.S assigned during tho sur.ml<W s0aoon to Blo.clr Co_'t1yon 

for tho i'ir•st time v.s a desit:.;..i1atod "ouporvisol"Y park l''ungor." 

Tho su::)o:z:•vi sory purk l'U.11f30l" nai1~tn..inod Eom .. u:~ont ho£'.dqunJ:>tOl?S 
rune or 

on tho South Him and ho.d a. limitod sur:rmor ~;:::;:t:..~.;a O..'t1d 

!"tUintonm1co stn.fi' fop both rir:!3. 
m:1ployod a.t 

no. 'l.;uralis t Has fr!oz.c.:lS::-:::1:'1 (0 the 

" " 
South Rir.!) in l95.5. On li.U[::U3 t 

/ 

I 

... ..,~,~ ... --! 
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n, 1<)61
1 

tho !T.P.S. :rogion::ll clan::lific~:t'l~ion. ofi':i.col"' 
11

o.uc.1..:'Ujou" 

tho ~upc::::-v:i.coi'"J l'nl1COl ... po~Ji tion u·i.i Blo.cJ':: Ca.nyo~1, ctudyinc tho 

posci bilitY of o:::ta.blinhinG a. :r.w:n.ugomont assistnnt t·ype of 

position in lieu thereof l but nothinG cru"o of this poscibility.l4 

In 1962
1 

for tho fil"'St tine in. tho history Of tho !,~onw.ont 1 

n sunorViSOl"J parl-: r:.U1{;0l ... HUS O.seiQ.'lCd at tho- i·:onur.;ont 
•~ - I 

0.21 c. yeru"'-

b 
• 15 

ro·..1nd D.SJ..S • 
\.J'h.on tho South R:i.J.1 hoo..dqu~_rtol"'S urea is cor:rpleted, 

tho x.:on'l.t1ont Hill prOmL'11abl.y have its o:-m cb.ief ranc;Cl~ ond pD.l"'l< 

nattu ... alint, W3:l..Ylt·rhile dcpendir..g upon those of ::t•cs supervising 

. ~--- ..... ,_._-r"'~- ,. 
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"~ • • ~l~"'tJ.• ""ro cJ-,,rr for Dl c, .. C'"'' 01 l 0 J"' 19/C ,~C;l:i:!.lll!J v ~~ v o..)\.h- •• . - ('_ .::___.: .. l"lY l . './ ~- U;_J_ 

(ul·cn o.pi:n~o:dr:Jatc .tov..r:J oi' d.u·t;y) 

~ • rtn. 
cu~to~J. ... u • 

(Coloraclo national lionumcnt )~ 

sup0::.'intondcnt: (1-Iosa Vcl~clo) 

Loc..vitt (1935; Acting?) 

p~:;.tl R. Frnnko (l!ov. 1935-Juno ('?),1936; ActinG) 

Jesse L. Husbo.Uln (Ju_~e, 1936-Ju1y, 1939) 

paul ~. Fr2 .. nko (Aug. 1939-July, 19L!.O) 

Jobn s. t-:cLaur;b.lL""l (Auc. 19L!.O-Sept. 19L~l) 

Josso L. Eus1)~--:1 (Jtme, l942-0ct4 1945) I 
'. 

supol"intcndont: {Colorado Nation~.l Hom.t.]Emt;) 

Russell Eahn.n <E:'i 1953-July~ 1955) 

Eonor Robinson (J'uly_, 1955-0ct. 1957) 

Fred G. Btlssey (Hov. 19.57-Sopt. 196t~) 

Supcl'intendont: (CureCUl1.ti/Colol .. ac1o national l-1onurJa.."lt) 

Park Hatm-.alist: (Colol .. n.do national Honmnent) 

D.·Tieht Hmnilton {Juno, 1958-Juno, 1958) 

Pat Hiller (July, 1958-Junc, 1963)-

Dcrek o. 1Ior:1bly (June, 1963- ) 

Black Cunyon Tomporat7 ~d Seasonal Rancors (1936-1951) 

Platt Clino (South Rir.1 1 1936) 

Jolm c. Ftlllerton (north ~im, 1936) 

~.-!ilbur H. Color;Hll'l {South Rim, 1937) 

Do.vid A. Lo~ch (!rorth Rim, 1938-191:.1) 

t:orodith g. Guillot (South Rir.l, 193G(?)-19l~2} 

/136 
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Rodney n. \·ioodbu:r:>n Oioi•th R5..r:J, 191~2) 

GoOl"'CO ~. sta.:rford (lTol.,th Rim, 1943-19.51) 

Rc~)TiOnd G. Dobbins (Sou·ch Him, 19L~3-19l~.:.) 

:nu-;yT.:ond II. Seovor•s (South Rir.1, 191~5) 

f;oc.UlO'J n. ijQQ db'.J.r-.a (South R~t, 19h6-194.7} 

La~n..,once H. QU.i~t (South Rim, 1948-1951) 

Dlo.cl: CnJlyOn Supol~visory Pc!..I'k Rrul[;Ol": (hn.1f yecx-, 19_52-1962) 

Ra:;-nond G. Doboins (19.52-1958). 

BajT!ond L. Ivcc {19.53-1960) 

Vincon t E. I:Ioi'ti (1960-1962) 

H. Louoll !·:P..i te (1962-1964) 

._·Tctlc.ufel,$ uho o:J.tel.,ed on duty on the South Hin Jtu1.o 10 ~ 
• 

/137 
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1 
.... Tours of c1lt t:"F m"o banod upon d.~ ton in tho Honthly Ropol"'ts, 

l!Licll c.ro often not spocif~.c. 

2 - :.,0ttol", 1T. 1-!. Fleming to Alb:1ir;ht, April 5, 1933· Nat. 
A:~ch. File 2051 (RG 79)~ Black C~myon. 

3 -
. C ·- ).. • 1 I' .c. B .. l·:: c1·: ['_."'lyon J.:G..vJ..Onn. i.Onurnonu m..1rm.:1ftry, 

20:)2 {~G 79), P~r-G 3, J3lucl:: Canyon. 

ltD-t. Arch. File 

Lotter, r.rolzon to ActinG S'~..1.poPi~tondont, Eona Vorc1o, 
23, 1935· Dlc.ck Cc.nyon file, nat5.ona.l f.J."'Clli von. 

october 
4 -

5 - i:eno fo1 .. Sccrcta.r-J of the Interior,· Ja.m .. tn..ry t~, 1936. Black 
C<:m:yon file, Hationsl Archi vos. · 

7 - Lotto!', 
file, 

:Xolso;l to lTudbmm, 
lTn.tionnl Archives. 

uay 29, 1936. rl_;~c·.~., v'"' ..,y,yon .1.1 - - ,,... -

........ 

8 - Lotter, Tolson to lJusba.mn1 June 18, 1936. Black Cc.nyon 
file, H.:1·:;io;.1::Ll. /:..l"cl--.ivoo. 

9 -
Lotter, J. ·E. Sonol.,villo to H. G. Ce.l~'le8 1 Doput··y C'n.1ef 

J,.rchitect, Hove:-,1ber 30s 1935; vrith Honthly_ Report, 
1·.:v- ·v- ..., ... ··o ~. -n 1g ') ~.. · . . .. _...,, ...., .... ~ ... _ ..... .,.... ' . . . 

10 - Ti"~o tt:-::<:::1 yeri..l' "1953" is usod in· o. v-ery ger..c::..,o.!. son!:e, the 
specific duto of tra..'!si'cr of coordhw.tion .from I:osa Verde 
to Colorado Uatio:no.l l~o:.-iu:~wnt being u.YJ.avcile.ble. Tho 
1953 r:::~~"':r r:onthly ropol.,ts for all but tho lust tuo 
:r.:onths uro nis8ing~ uru01~tlm9J;cly. 'I'l;o r:om .. !:'Wnt 1-:rns 
still U.!J.der 1-iosa Vordo in October of 1952 D.J."ld U:'ldor 
ColoJ.•r.do liationo.l Eom.:::llwnt by Eovc::-;1bOl~ of 1953• 

11 - As :L!1entio::1od oo.rlj or, this l"oster is bu.sod i:1 lo.rr:;o r.:e2.~uro 
upon tho Blucl~ c~~nyon Honthly RO!)Orts. 

12 - k.~us i-l'lc;ly cnoush, in Franke's orit;in9.1 letter~ thoro uo.s an 
o::flxn•;.~nssin.s {in tho l:i.cl:t of t't• e content~ of: tho lottor) 
t7YlJO[;r'O.phical orr or 1 and "it 11 ·uas spelled 

11
is 

11
• 

13 - Let;tor., Fro...l'lkO to Lea.ch1 July 10, 19L~O; uith Ilonthly Ropol"t,- . 

• Tunc 1 17Lt.O• 

15 T1~in su)el"'vioory ro.ncer-1 LovTc-11 \·JL.itco, :w~int[dncd hoo.ci­
qu::u"ticrs on tho South Rin durin[j the sun:.~er, r,:ovinr; tho. 
hoo.clqUG.P'tu:i.."S tr.~-il0~~~ to lri:::; 'b.orJe in no stuicl: PO.l.,l: fo:::-
uno in tho trl.ntor. 

.. ---................ ~_.-
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Cl!l\PTER VIII 

THE HOlTUEEliT DOillTDARIES: 1933-1955 

From its vel..,..! inception, ono of the most pcJ•sistent problems 

co:U'rontinG Blacl:: Co.nyon of tho Gmmioon Hationo.l iionumont 

involved its boundaries--poorly defined, enco:)Jpas::d.ng in ,oomo 

c:JOt~ toO little lond for o.doquate r.lOnU!iJGU t deVelopment and 
.-,~. . 

protection, in othci' spots including too mru1y in-holdings.l 

Li-:;tlo more tha.n a yoc~~ aftor the Cl.,oo.tion of Black Cc.n.yon, 

cu~toclian Clifford L • .Anderson, notine thut the present "lands 

ui tbdro.im and sot o.nide for the Honurnon t arc inadccruo.te for 

c~u·;o protection, road construction, lac1: of' uritor supply and for 

prOpvr deVelOpl.iient Of this S_i)OC'G.':.'..CUlal') InOllU.l"J~"lt, II SUGGOStOU tO 

... 1 D. ·or th'"'t · ~ ,, ,. "' {:al··-·on ""o n1 · t~ b ~ • 
2 

At ~,10 ~rcc·c; , ... ·s..,o1.s ::Jv v v c. ~ ... rgo r1o ounnal.,~os. 

this tine Co.r:I!.·,:orel" replied tho.t 11 l·Jo do not believe it liOU.ld ba 

desirable to o:t:tond the boundO.r'J to any appl.,cciublo extent •••• n3 

Jl!ldel~::::on Hils not cont~1t, hm·rovoi•, to drop tho rnc.ttox•. As 

tho 1~ir.1 l"''ads v1ere being developed in late sp1•ing of' 19 34, he 
a.cain urotc the Diroctol", pointing out that 11

6 •• the rur;sod canyon 

H:llJ.s croud the bou.'Yl.dary lines so closely that .in sor~o places it 

is c;oinc; to be r.;.0ces3ary to e;uin right-of-t-ray tlu:>u private 

p:i.~oporty for several hu..l1dred foot •• ., .. tho om1.oi•s uill probably 

cr~nt US the right-of-t·IS.Yoeoeit may, be i)OOSiblo to get them to 

donate this lnnd to the Eonuno:1t."4 Eo also ewphusizod that the 

Pl .. osc:lt bou..11clnry did not include ru.1y source of Hator sup:)ly but . 

that on tho Uorth Rim thoro ·1·ro're five sprin0s in the vicin:i.ty of 

tho present bOUL"ldUry, some of Hhich could pOl~hapo be included 

Hi thin n. l::ound.o.ry · oxt ons ion. 5. 
'PiJ nid-:.ugunt, 19341 th6 no.tto1 .. of prtvc..to 1:-' .. nd c\lld the· 
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co::tntraction HUS Uppl"'OctChin[; tHO q.0-UC!'E> l)etrCels Of lH~ivute 

boldill[;S• 6 \·!QJ. .. d P. Uobber1 Actinc; Chiof T-nc;inocr of the Son 

rr~cisco H .P. s. Of'fico, joined Anderson in ux•c:;inc:; the 

::.:.cquisition of tho tuo tr::tcts 1 l:Thilo Enr;ineor. Secrest c1-..-prossed 

coni'iclcnco that tho lund uould bo donn.tod. 7 Heun~rhile, the H. RS. 

}:~t1l1Ch or· Plm'l.S and Dosig:n Has looking _farther uhoo.d O!'ld -urging 

• 1 d . •t• r.:aJ or tu'l. o.cqu:t.s:L :t.on. Considcl .. ing the na"ttcr in early 

soptc~1bor, the Directo1 .. 's stcl'f concluded that 11only minor pa.1•k 

extensions 'iJould be considered to include such portions of th3 

rin road thL!.t non go ou tsido of tho raonunont u.rou, 11 and docidod 

uc:;:.l.inst the Brunch of Plans ::Llld Desig_'rl roc01~::2:;ondation. 8 

ut this time fl"o:n local interests uho 11uishcd :mol"O uork for 

rolief 11 in the for:r,1 of road construction, 1rhich onlm:•cing the 

ronm':cnt ~1ioht conceivably afford. 9 It Has sug,Gosted that 

c.dclitionul l::tnd should be available at froa ~;5o 00 to $7.50 a..11 

.aero. 

On octob0r L~, Conrad Hirth l!l~ote the custodin.n, uuthorizins 

hili! to obtnin doocls to the tuo trncts in qucntion lYJ donation, 10 

ru~d on DoCC:::1bei1 12, Engineer !tlttl ... ideo sent a l'1er::o ro the 

Directo1" requo·stinc inclusion of the land :tn question., and 

further pu:::'chasos of' ln..-.,d to ~pproxil:Jnte 35,000 ucros under tho 

lttnd procr::ll.i'l of t'b..o Pcdol .. P..l Er:wreoncy Relief A<l:dnistl"o.tion. 1~ 

rl'he Sl:iall lund tra.cto on tho &>uth Rim noodod for in::1ediate 

x•oad co::.1str'..J.ction bclonsed to Douelno Lytle, a'1.d tbrou.0h c1onntion 1"' 
W4'S 

t:.ocC:o i'o1 .. this propol"ty dutod Doca:::bor 31 19 3!:., ~ in tho lumds 

of the Hn.tional Park Sol~vice oarly in 19-35, 12to be accepted by 
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tho Firat Assistant Socrota:rr.f of tho Intoriol" on ~optu·.~boP 301 

1935,13 o.nd placed in tho lT .P.S. pol~llCL'tlont lo...'l<l ·roc01•d files. 

\·rith the doeclo1 the l-~onJGl"'SO C11a.nb0r of Co!·.u~Jol:•co hud ob:cainod an 

option from Lytle to purchase o'~hor pertinent la21ds bolm1£;ing to 

b.ir..l4 

After c.cquisi tion of the land irm:1odic..toly noG<.";od for 

co:::plction of tho South R:iJ.n drive, there "t<r:::.s na.-r 1 in 1935, c;oneral 

considol•o.tion of the r.:onumont land p!'oblom, prensed not only by 

sono uithin tho ITut;iona.l Parl-e Service but ulso by the EontJ..,ose 

CbruJbcr of Con:iorce, Hbich 1-ras "t-Tilling to assist uith purchases 

of lCLnd. 'l'here H<:.s ~va"l thought that the lionunont nicht be 

eJ-:tonded oastuard ·l:;o above tho junction of tho Gunnison and 

GimaJ."l ... On Hivers.l5 

In mid-Hay of 1935, Har·l{ Hal">J."ler discussed the :matter of 

boundary extensions ui th P::u"k Ser·"'rice oi'fi cials in llanhine;ton; 

ru1d it Has decided that for the tino beinG extension 'i·tould. be 

limited to adcl~ng cortn.il-privuto pr•opm ... ties to bo donat6d on 

both the no1~th a.n.d south ri:ma in order that p1.,escnt road 

construction could be continued. 1116 It Has agreed that further 

extensions nlrould have to :follm; the procedure to bo o:::rtablishod 

unclor tho Grazi:£13 Division ret:,u.lntionso ••• " and that "• .... ·~he 

extension uould be up the Canyon .und linitod to an al"'ea for tha · 

protection of the Hountain sheep u:nd doer. ul7 

Regarding o.c~'Ui ni tion of the Gatos propol->ty ubich uo.s 

blocking construction of tho North· Rim drivo, the I-1orr.t rose 

ChGJ;tbor of COr.tilOrco t s Black c~myon Co:nl~litteo hutl ucrood in la·ta 

spring of 1935 to contact . Go.tos ond in u.ddi tion seo if it; uould 

be pocoiblo in tr...e boundar-.'{ extension to include !!uJ.l of 1-~:r. .. s. Hae 
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;:ooc~5 1 s propert-y .so th:tt tho cpl"inc;D locutbd on tho propol"ty 

~-:oald bocone the propol"ty oi' tho. covor:.1.!:lcn·t. ul8 On Jnno 25, 

lcJJ5, B. l·l. Gatos doodocl 80 ncres of lus land to the I·:onumont,l9 

~he ce0d be:L71g ·t r.c..;l!:;mi tt ed to Unsbi11gton by Consrcssmn.n 'l'Llylor 
v /' 

on July 8.20rn this deed, incidontnlly, uas a clause da.>:o.nding 

rovc::>sion o! ..... ··the lnnd invol vod to tho mmor if' tho lc...'1d 11ovor 

cc:'. 5 os to be l"OCiUirod by tho I·::onur.1ent Ol" tho Government .• 1121 ~~he 

p:;.rl: sorv-i ce t-ro.s not enthusiastic about tho clause, o.nd this lo.nd 

h:!d still not bosn f'..ccopted by the Govcl"'rl!:lC.."'1 t in la:to Au[:;ust of' 

Park Er,zinoer Secrest, on Soptez;~ber 26:, 193.5, fo.r'\·rurded to 

tho Dirocto1 .. a li3t of lan.d OUl'lors n.nd lands Hith:tn tho I:onu.mont, 

tho total acrcaso of privately o:·med lo..."1.d being 80LJ.• 71 c.cres, 

ul~ile tl::.e covorP .. r.:ont holdings totaled 10,3.53.05 acroa, 2 .3 .And 

tho sx:ic r.:onth LD-:."1.clsc:).pe t..rcbi teet I-Im:ard Bakex• Ul"God that a 

final decision shotlld be r.mde on the u1t:!.r:n to bou.nd~7.t im toad 

of tall:int; c.bout piecemeal eztennions, so that the ?::>csident 

could oveni..llally be requested to procL'tinl the fina.l botL11dO.I'ies 

of the Honur~ent "24 

On Harch ll, 1936, the Ct'.r.1paign to purcho.co lli~lus Lytle 1 s 

option lnnd on tho South Rii:l uas 1c..unchec1, bj- a.n ccli torio.J. on 

tho front page of the Eontroso Daily Press. 25 rl1h0 EtH tor noted --------- - ---~ 

th~t 100 acres of lund had to bo pu1~cmsod before tho Pa.l"k 

forvico could cor,JPleto the south Rirn scenic dr-1 VG, and thn. t Lytle 

'.-ras ~;il}.ing to soli this land ut t;ha generous price of ~~7 • .50 tm 

a.crc •• o. 11Ho:-1 a.ro uo going to raioo tbis $750? ••• Tl.:.o Do.ily 

Press uill buy 1.;ho fir at acre fo1• t11is en tcrpl"i sa. Thn. t lcavos 

juct 99 acros yot to purchaseo •••• l·n1at -club t-rill bo tho first 



I 

.. 
.I 

l 

I• 
fl 
' I 
I 
.I 
I 

• 

I 
I' 
I 
I 

~ 

' . 

• 

'f 

to uuy a...Yl. c.cro7"26 Tho illitol" nssurccl tlJ...'l.t "tho n[";f!O of thooo 

citizens or clubs uho civo an ucro of land 1-rill bo prc::;or·ved in 

tho c.1 .. chivos of tho na.tionn.l monument as o. porno.nont r.10l"10rial· 

t 
·. ~,,..,_. n27 

0 'til.:....•~. 

Shm. .. tly nf·toi' tho nmrsp ap Cl" nppearod1 11rs• Uoll H. Plominc;, 

scc::."otc.r-.f of the !Iontror.e Cbo.t1ber o:r Co::n:ne:!:>ce, lrho l~ad oricinally 

::r.J.GGC:Jtecl the cm~::pa.ign, called to sey she 'toJ'OUld buy the second 

uc:re. '.!:hen the 1-Iont:t"ose Fil"e Depe.rtr!!Ont ju..T;lped on tho bo .. n.d Ho.eon; 

U.i1.cl by ·i;ho !·:a:!:>Ch 19th papor thez>O HO.S qui to a li::;t Of purchasers 

in o. ST) ocin.l i'ront-po.go box en ti tlod "Is Your Hano Hore, 11 

i~1cluding a concrogo..tion of po::;t office enployoos uho purchG.sod 

ti1rce a.cros. Tuor:.ty-i'ou:r hm.ws later, o. toto.l of l36 acl"os had 

ncHspo.~1er l"eportod that tho ce.npaign ·Hc.s a success, "over tl'1...e 

top, 11 't~ith 103-} acres pw. .. cb.n.scd and Q38o 75 su.bscl~ibed touD.rd.s 

purch~so of ~dditional acres, if needed. 

As tho D drivo to obt~d.n land proceeded, it boca:ue evident 

th::>.t a rmrvey Has needed o.f the lands conccrne0.1 v..P..d ?url: Ensinoer 

Secrest planned to cal"rJ out such a survey as soon as 11 DnOH on 

tho Dlacl-: Cany~n rim passes ur.-ro.y •• •• 1128 B"J tho end of I:ay, 1936, 

ScCl"cst had dispatched to tho Director the l'"esults of his survey 

to d.otcmine tho 11minir:u..."!l bcundru:y extension to provide right of 

Hay fox• tho Pl"Csent contcr.11Jlutcd roo.d progrD!ll& 1129 

1. S·} of rrti;l; Soc. 191 T ,50 H, Range 7 t-J. DO acres (more 
or lo2s. 1This is the Gatos Tract;., Hox-·th Rim) 

2. tr·). SE·~ HH~ Soc. 2,5 1 T ,50 U, R 8 H. 'l•his South Hm tract 
dono.·:.;ccl by :uouclass :u~rtlo 

3. In OJ."dor to co:nn oct Sol-:.th Co..nyon. Rim r·oud t·Ii th pr•oposod 
co1.m·i.;y r-oac., it Hill bo nccossa_ry to ir..cluCl.o "G:::>2.cto 
3 &: h as folious: li-~ SE-~ Sec. 31 1 T 50 N. Go o.croo 
(r.1oro or lc ss). This lc.nd is m·mod by Douclas and 
Ollio B. Lytle. 

• ... ~--~.-_.,-
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L~t. h !!.l1cl Host ?;· m(, also In·f~· SH·?:, Soc. 5 
H 7 u, lhO c.cres (r:opo or lo:::s) '.i.'hic ·;;1-.~'..ct 
described un lots 4,5,6 & 7 of oaid ~oc. 5. 
ltJ.nd :i. s ounod. by Oll:i.o 13. Ly~lo ::mel Clif A. 

T L~9 H, 
may bo 

r.i.1his 

s~tni.Y ... 1rJ3. L~'1d Fu:r~chascs Conto~·;~pln.tocl by 1:ontroso 
Ch~1boP of Cor.norcc. 

n.. 1.-:i th n. thouQ.1t or extending thq roc..d dmrn the 
canyon; th0 fol:!.o:dn[.; t::.•uc L :ls deoi,sn::t tocl: U~-~ 
H:::·:, SE·1 1 Soc. 26, 'i' 50 l-! 1 R 8 H (20 e.cl'cs, !;JOra 
01 .. less, ouned by Douzlas JJyt:;lo) 

1) ,..~.-~l ~ ·n'lr ),_ ,'1 • -; m.~. !T'r, 1· ·J1- <-"· '(T, • r.J. ~J.m },. all 1." n ~ ""c • 31 • ~!......I.:.J J_' 4"_,. _, .L1.,t...;,l ••. , ' ~~ >I u .. --._rj •J...J~ ~- .:. ._,v , 

T 50 H, R 7 lJ (90 acres noJ.""O ox-- lese mmcd by 
Doti[;1us Lytle). Acq'-lisi tioa of this tre:.ct Hill 
pomit r·on.d cons t;:.c'tl.c·i;ion up canyon to end of 
r.ppl"ovocl road plc.ms. 

To tal I and to be o.cquir•cd at this tir.1e by Ci.1m:•bo1 .. of 
Co:r:n;;orco ••• 110 aol">(.·:s at; ~>7 .50 pGl"' uc1-.o or u total cost 
oi' ::>82_5.00.. Chru1;bt;)1-. of Cor:;merco hc..s optiou o,;:pil"'ing 
in 1938 to p· ... \rcbo..::o c.ny p~w·:; 6 e:~cep~..- tho spring iii 
HE 1m Sec. 25 oi' Dou.sl2.s Lytle t s 1200 o.c:t:•os o.t a 
pl~ico of (q .50 per acre·. 

r.llle map Vhich uccor.1pfu1iod Secrest's reporJ0 Has "s1ichtly 

cr:::'oacous. "- ri'1lis Haa not sU.l">J.n .. isinc, inam::mch un nost naps of 

/ ,,,,, .... ,.~ 

the aroa loft soncthing to l)e desil .. ed &"ld in par·!; uero rospon::dble 

fol .. the perennial con.f'u.sion over s)ecific boundary 1oc::~tions 

and statuqoi' private vel .. s1.l.s public lt:md. ~he n0ed i:o1 .. [::.!1 up­

to-da~jo OUJ."'VOY of tho 1Ionw-::ont Has Ul'ldOl"scorod by Franke 1 s 

obso::. ... v<ltion (in e[>.!>l:r 1937) the.t uhon tho I:omir~~on·t ro:::.d :;:ystera 

r1c.p 1-:a..s pro joctod onto ·i;ho ne1-1 U.s .G .s. topor;raphy r::ap 1 "it 

plucos tho Earth Rin Sce~1ic Dri vo ulr.:;os t ovor the center of the 

ca.tJ.yon, nnd tbo drive o.f the South niln ~omcuh~t outsiclo of tho 

oatablichod Ixmndn.riofJ. u30 

Follot-rinc; Secrest Is l'Cport, tho national Ptu>l: So:"v:i.cc in 

Juno or 1936 fo:P1:1Ula.tod n stio.te:r:1ent on tho pl~oposod cxtc!lsion 

to tho Black C2!1yon Hn.tion.al !:onurncnt fol~ tho :::Ccrct::n~y of the 
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A nn.jor nootinc on tbo boundcu.,y si tu::t tj.on Hao schc<l'J.lod 

Colorr .. C.o on<l Blc.ck Cn...."'lyon), J. K. Sor.1ol''Ville (Rosiuont Lunclscn.po 

.,., ~1· ....... c"" 
J-.- C-. J. I.V U 

.1\Zsiot~:-lt Uiltllifo Techn.iciP.n Rv.ssoll Gro..tor, 1Tcil Du.tto!'field 

(Soniol., Tiosourch Ascistant from Unshir..gton), l.".r..d !1t:~1.,l~ ':!al"l!ol.,• 

sept en 'bel., 11 uo.~ sp~1t on the South Rir:l~ tho next <l.':!.Y on tho 

.iio:. .... th H-!q ui th Lester J. [3avage and a. co!!lnitteo of eight 

roprc:::onting cor:r:~~'Ylit;ie s on tho..t :::ide of the cn.n:ron. 32 

At thl.s r::ecting l·f;·~nlel" pushed ?or e.:-:tonsion or tho 1-:Iom,,..!"JOnt 

o:!st to the Ci:::10..l"":i:'on River &"ld to include lund. in tho Rod Canyon 

area at the l1Cl"'thuent end of Bostuick Park. He uleo Ul"r;od that 

DCG-t~95'6 LUso called for a considerable inc1 ... 0ase in the bou .... YJde.ry 

extent;; but Park Se1 ... vico officials notJ favored c.cl,O:J..~O nuch 1 ess 

thnn that rcconrnonclod e5. thor by Uarne1') or K-it trcdee. 33 

After this ~71ce tine, I·:oskcy on I;ove!'lber 16 U3ked ~·Jirth 

"IIC.il' soon can you oxpcct tho boundJ.ry clucstion to bo sottled 

so thut a p1"0Clm.n2.t:i.on can be p:!:;e~nu~eo.? 1134Tl.1o overly opt-tr1istic 

·reply CG.mO back .from Don rrhotlpson: 11It is hoped a decision as 
- 35 

to the boundu1.,io s can b3 roached soon. •: . 

In roali ty 1 tl·li s nu tt e:r."l o j: botL.'"ld3.r'J a"':tonsionn HC.s to bo 

co!lc:c>oto oolntions Hora rcnli ~;od. 

~-d thin or cont iF~l.l.ous to tho I·ionunont to f[J..ciJ.it a. to tho 
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c.lovolop1~1cnt of I·o~dn C'..nd otbor facili tiof1 1 c.nd obtc..ininc lnrc;e 

O.Cl'e::.:.c;on of C1.U"'l'01L'I1d5 .. l1G ln:.'1d, [;Ol10l'O.lly public, r:lOG.nurubly to 

· incroc..se th0 niso o:f the I·:onunont. 

t!hilo the pPlvc.to holdines involvocl plL"i:"'cha::Jo problcr:s, thoro 

'HC1''0 d.if'fe;.~o~t probla.:1s anr.ocia tod uith tho public londs 

s1u .. :::.·oun.d:i.ns tho Eoml!·Jcr.ti ullich uorc dosi::.1od fo1• accossion. As 
touards tho end of 1937 

plc .. Es r.:ovocl ahon.d'\to e~1l::u,ce tho HommH:mt, the Pm ..... 1: Sm}vico 

round it hlld to conf'ol.., -:-rlth tho D:!.vlsion of Gr2.zin~, uhich hold 

r..:uch of tho l.?..nd dosil .. od, the 13tU,e!:l..t~ of n~;.cle..::lo..t:i_on fol.., those 

l~nds m1.d0:" r·3clo.r::ntion trithdr~~-ral,3~he Of:Cicc of Illtlia.n Afi'o.irs 

for l~nd 11hich h['.d. bea1 Hithdl .. m·rn on f>Opto::1bo1., 19~ J.93~ . ., ponding 

o.c~ce~1in.c~t1.on if it clloufr.d be roa"!;m:od to tl"'ihol mmership as 

l~ccm:ir:cn<lod ~- th.J Act of J'tL"le 18, 1931~ U!.8 S1cat. 98!~), 3And tilth 

the U • S. r'o::...,est SoPvico f01., lo.n.d hold by Guru1i oon Hatj.onal Fol~ost 

•n:o c.oncun"'fu"'"lC0 of th8so various O.f5o~cioc ho.C. to be obto.ir.od befor 

the respoctive lmd could .be added to "tho Eonur~~e:nt.3V 
TJ::e Division or nraz:tr .. g ht:~.d no objection to col"taiv. lP..nds 

• C 1 d G • Di .t. • .... 1? 3 b · d 1 • ). ~ • • • , t !1.0 :Ln 0-0l"C. 0 rl"'az:t.nG S\/!:'J...C"v .;o. e::J.n[!; Cl.. C.OC.i. L·O CnO LOUUl'JOU 1 

but tho IndiDn AffnirD Office felt thnt it could consent to 

inclusion of i tn holc1J .. 113S 11onl:;,r uith ~;he approvD.l of tho :U1dions 

:;•nd ai'te1 .. adequate provisions have boon r1n.clo to l'o:i..r.i'btn:> so t;ha 

T~,,..; "~., u!~l 
.Ll·\J,...:..""'-L"''-'. 

On Decc:-lber 28, 19371 Hirth h..'1.d i·rr:tt;ten thE\ Ac·G':illG Director 

1. To n!:'ovidc a suitable houdc:ua.rtcrs ~ito in tho SE-~: 1 
Soc. 31 1 T ,50 H, R 7 H; ·Sec. 5~ Lots 1~,5, ru.1d 12, 
c.21d ~::cc. 6 1 lots 1,2, 7,8,9 D.J.""l.d 10, r_c 1!.9 !!, H 7 1;!. 
This land is privately m·mod ru1.d tho l·ion'cl~oac, 
Coloro.do, r;.ooplo ca vo ir.d::i.ct~.ter3 th£iy l;c~!J.d bo 
uillinc to· uequh•e tho noco::HHli'Y lmHlo for tlo 



I 

.. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• ·I 
I 

2. 

/lL~7 

Tho n-ij- In·I-G·, In·,r~- liEL of Sec. 35, T. 50 IT., R 8 H, uhich 
ia public lond, is neodocl f'Ol"' a. picnic gl"'Und 
adj a con t to tho D O'J. th rin drive. 

To propol""ly project ru1d in Ol"'dor to conploto tho uorl~ 
on tho north l"'ilil llrive in Soc. 19, tho SE-t-, HKl-., BE~ 
In-J-;}, and lot 2 nro needed. '~ho G:::.tes eatuto has 

subz.:1itted a dood to tho lund nocoo::;al>y .for the road 
uorl=. 

Tho ro::!JD.ining 1u.-·1d in Sections 8,9,1t~,15,16,17, T 50 H, 
R 8 H, U:.">'ld in Sees" 2 and 31 T !1.9 Jr, R 7 H • is 
noces:::ary for bottcx• p1•otoction of tho cetnyon [!.!"'oo.. 
ri"Lli::> land is publicaJ.ly 0\"TUOde 

1'ho proposed extonaion ulrlch Uirth asked for• in.cludod 

582o83 acl .. os of private land Dl1d 2,028.!~1 acres o:f public domain, 

or a total of 2,6ll.2l.~ aol .. es. As it tul"nod out, nuch of the land 

I;;ontionod in pa.1ln.sraph i~4 Has Indian lund,- Hhich irirraecliatoly 

proso.rtted a complication. Land ci t;ed in parag1 .. nph 7;f3 1-ms, of 

course, pur·t of the G::ttes holdings. Lrul.d in. paragraph fj2 m1s 

apparently hold by the Gl"O.Zing Sel""Vice, 1-rhich pre~onted no 

1n"oblet11 uhile land cited in 1?:1 uas largely (if' not ont;:i.x·oly) 

m·mod by Lytle. Indeed, Lytl o had turned over a dood dated 

February 26, 1937, to tho Govor1~1ent for tho land in Section 31.43 · 
'l.O l\0 

Earlier, of com .. se, Lytl.o himsel.f h.'1.d donaJGod 0 to l!.$l 

<J.Cl''OD ·to tho government, in Section 25 of the South Hi.lll, end 

tho I!ontrose Bln.clr Canyon Gorrrr.nittoe Hith public funds had 

pm."clmsed !~O acres in Section 26 a_11.d 90 in Section 31 for donation 

to tho Governmon t. !!1-~ EiGht acres had been donated by Gates. 

AJ.·;;h.ough Park Sorvlco officials in tho spring of 1933 uora 

anxious t;o hu.vo a· proclomo.tion pr_oparod uhich made. eonoral 

bou..Y!dary extensions for tho l·:onurnont, this did not ~oo:m ir:m;odia.toly 
/ 

feasible bocn.uso of tho Indian lands p!•oblom,45 so in!::toad DirectOl." 

Ccr:1r.:orol~ by letter of April lt~, 1938, rocm~rmondod to the SccrotUJ:>y' 

thut 11at ·least tho t;vo pal"ccls ·of privatQ lund (Gatos and LyJ.:;l~ 
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boinc donated to tho covorn.:1ont outside of tho bmmda.ry bo 

:·ccocnizod in tho pl~oclanation. 11 It 11o.s d.ocidcd, uith rospoct 

to the Uto cluir.1s, to "continue our neco·i;in.tions to uorl: out 

:::;or::o ~.,ranc;a-nonts for tho extension of: tho rnonw-:!On.t, oJ. thouGh 

no ::;elution is apparent at this tino. u46 Tho 111uin ch"o.Hback t-rn.s 

th::tt tho Parl:: Service had no fu...11cls avo.ilablo uith uhich to 
117 rc;r.1cm .... ::w tho I:r..dio.ns i'Ol" any lc_l'ld purcho.sod. ,.. 

s0 cretar-,;T of th0 Int crior IIo.rold I ekes sont tho pl"'clur;lc.. tion, 

uhich added the donated 0 Gatos and Lytlo lm1.d to tho l!onun1ont1 

to Prqsid.ont 1\oosc~olt on Ho.y 2;l!.8 a.lld tho pl.,oclx·.mtion t·rn.s 

siQ1od by tho President on 1::o:y 16, 1938, as Pl"oclnnation !To. 2286)~9, 

Tho incorpol"D.tion of theso t1:o uwall pm~ccls of land into 

the l:om.:u:1ent HG.S only a token gesture tm-'rul"'cls solvinB tho over-

all 1::o:.1ur.1cnt boundn.ry problcrJ. The Hationt.u Purk Service 

co::1t:L~uod., after this procln.mution, to pursue the possibility 

· · r· t t · of a nore s~cn~ ~can· ex ens~cn. Plans uere 1:1ude to extend the 

boundary eo.stHc.rd to tho Little Cilno..lTon Ri. ver., uhile ntho 11..orth 

and south boundaries ;·rould be dete1"':21.ined by the skyl ~"Ylo of tho 

Ca..:.l.yon. u50 

Tbol"e ·t-rn.s outsic1o oncourage1:wnt for tho boUJ.J.dary to go to 

tho r:1oUth of: the na:i.n Cil::ul"ron, uhora o. hydroelectric plant and 

roser\tail .. HOl"'O boing pla..""J.n.ed. Hl'ote R. C. Ec;nou of Dol ta to 

SapcrintondEmt :51 " ••• ue huve in mind tho creation of u lalco 

lie;htod uith chonp pouol"j a monur1ont a.ll lightod o.nd uator pur.1ped 

to tho ri1~1 on both sides to bcuu tif'"Lt smc.ll m.,cu:::: •• • It io hopod 

th.::..t your deportment ,.Jill extend tho monu.r:1ont up to tho rt10U.th 

of tho Cir110.rron nnd join us in attomptinc to dovolop tlus :;onuorful 

a.ttre.ction ·t-rith u hydro plunt." Husbam.1' s l .. oaction un.s o.n c~~Jphnbic 
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lj,ll10 i:ontroco Gh::u-Jbcr of GOl:-J:.Jcl .. co 'n option on I.ytlo 1 s 

south Rir:l lunda oxpirocl in mid-DGco:-.1bo:t• of 1930; und ninclful 

of tbi ~, tho nu·tionn.l Park Sorvlco rnn.do ru1. intorcntine r:wvo 

to oiycuin Tjiono Sprinc;, despite the fact th::.t Lytle l1..'1.d not 

or•icinc.lly beon intol"osted in so1line; it nnd indeed a.t tho 

t 
J-'--~nl·,"n(" oft p t!-. l . t ;, t f .1. '-. .;,.l r.2m1Cl'l uc.s ~.~ •• .J.. ·-·"'0 .1.. u \ .. ~ng 1~s m·rn our~s a.c~ l.'t..~os ...... 

. . •t. 52 tho V~C:LUJ. J • 

on. Eovc;.~ibor 5, Superintondont liusbaum HI'Oto his friend 

i·7illiam To Gl"~.J.nt (of H. T. Grc.nt o.nd Conp:.L'rl'J in i!cu Yol"k), 

d10 D.ppa.rently had pupclnsed other land for t'b--c Pal"'k Service in 

the :p o.st
1 

z-u.gsosting tho. t perhaps G-runt nieht bo uilli.ng to buy 

a. 6L: .• 9 ucro plot including the spl"~inc.53spoed uc.s of the · 

essence, since :proStl.l."i18.bly n.i'tor the option expired Lytle uould 

l"a.ise the ~~7 .50 m1 acre price he had quoted to the Choinber of 

Grant dPoppod Ca..'11!110rer n. note on 'iTovanbol" 10, C011liJontine 

"If you say I should clo this, I uill do it.u54- A."ld in n feu 

days Cm~oror rcplied:55 " •••• it is a key pm~col of Gl~UL~d in 

o. koy loc2.tion th;J.t mieht cause us o. lot of trouble in the 

futuro •• Tho pl .. ice r~icht as uoll be ~~~o,ooo as far as hi,s 

r .., 'Hucbc;.t:t.n' s· authorization to acquire is concoPned because he 
I.... :.1 

just hasn't got tbi s Federal nonoy to put it nero ss. If you 

cc~"l help him and tho Service out on this na.ttol"', it uill be 
/ 

no:notLL"'lG you uill reflect upon VOl"Y pleas::tntly in the years 

to cor::o •• •" But nothinr.; C8HO of this ~,;onture. 

Eot·rcver, on October 281 19391 aftol" connidorublo nosotia. tine, 

:::o:10 2
1

760 acres of' lund uero o.ddod tp tho r.:onumcnt by President 

Rooccvolt'n Proclru.no.tion uo. 2372, tho laot l~iajol .. addition by 

----- -·· "'>-'tJ""'' 
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· d .l.. • ~" p· .. ocln,..l, t·~on 56 prc.lJl. on vJ. i..U. J. ,.,.; ..... ..... • 

nound:n-.y con Did orations f'or tho next t~·ro do co. don uore to 

bo ninor. Af"Gor tho atldi tion in 19391 tho Gm1ol")nl L~nd Office 

co:1t a pn.1")ty of engineers to the r-;onumont in IIuy of 19!J.O to 

locate cox•ncrs and dotonaino the EO!lumont bolli"Ldm,ios. Hork 

011 tho cou th boundary uas completed in J1.me and surveying uus 

co:1tinuing on ·0he t-test ond north boundaric:J, pl"Ococdint:; to the 

c~st boundary in July. By the ond of Septonbor, the boU-Ylc"L'l.l"'Y 

survey b.ud been conpletcd, o.nd ul.1 section C01"'11ol,S Here 

c:::t.:tblishod. Also, the soctiions <1il ... octly concel"l10d uith tln 

Eontu~!cnt uero subdi vi dod in order that bouncln.rios could Jr..<"rr1n 

bogu..n putting up neu boi.lndru:oy markers, tho old ones being very 

difficult to find• 

of the private lands associated t·ri th tho Eonu:mont, especially 

those belonGing to Sonbm .. g on the South Rirn57. This considorn. tion 

uun to con-tinue into the HISSIOH 66 poriod, a:J uill be seon la.ter. 
~,. 
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... +: o"£ tho follo1·dnr': info11:.o.tion on tho !-!onun:o11t bou_T)} uric s 

... J, .. ~v -is bn.nod upon docw~10ntury mn.tcrinl at Ha'Gionc..l tu...,chivos, 
~-Tit~ so:no cuJ.lod f'l"'l'l the r-:ontr•oso Dail:y:_ Pl"'oss e.nd so::1o 
fror:J V<U'':i.ous nonthly ropor·t;s. fuo.1'c:-r cases it hus been 
c.:ifficult to be S'fiOCii'ic l..,olc.t;ivo to cm .. to..in nituntions., 
ino.sr:ruch o.s tho source r.w.tcrio.J... un.s not spoci.fic. 

-
2 - Lotter, Clii'.ford L. Anderson to Cru:ctaeror; Apl .. il 21, 193~ .• 

Blucl~ Cenyon filc1 Hut;ion::U P..rcbivcs. 

3 - Blo.ck CQnyon Hc>.tio:n~1.1 -Eonu.znont S-...u~nal?'J Rc1)ort, Hey 7, 193!~1 
letter, Cru;t:leror to Anderson. Bl::tck Canyon file1 Nat;iol"..al 
l~ .. cb.i ves, HG 791 Dox 20521 Pc1.2 .. t 3• 

l~ - on. cit., Hc..y 30~ 1934~ letter.; Anderson to CD.r:uuorcr. -- -
5 - on. cit., Ho.y 18, 19.31.:., letter, Andel.,SOll to Carrmeror. -- -· 
6 - em. cit., Auc;ust 11, 19.34· --- --' 
7 en. ·-r Soptcmbe:.. .. ·8, 1934· - £.::.•' --
8 - On. cit., Septer.:bor J.8, 19341 1110!:10" Ce.r.r:::orer to otn.ff. --
9- em. cito, Septe:nbor 201 1934_, letter, F. A. K.i:litridge to 

-cons'"i-;eom:nan T0.ylor. ......, 

10 - Op. cit., October L!., 1934, letter, Hil"'th to Jndorson. The 
--:!en<lconccrn.cd included ~ or the ln,J·~ Sec o 191 T 50 U, 

R 7 H, and SEi-, I:H'l~ Sec. 2$1 T ;)0 Jii1 R 8 \.f. The firot 
pru...,col t·res on the Hor·th RL-ru on G:1tes lt.:...."rld, the second 
on tho South Rll".l on Lytle land. · 

11 - op. cit., Deco:.lbOl .. 12 1 193!~, latter, KiJGti'idgo to Director. 

12 - Op. cit., Decmnber 31, 1935. -
13 - Lotter, I·:os1wy to SupoPintendcnt, I-:osa Verde, October 5, 1935• 

Blacl~ Ca.11.yon file., Ha.tion.s.l Archiven. 

14 - Sum::13.l ..... .f Report, December 31, 1935. 

Op. cit., l~urch 13, 19351 le·ttor, Del1HJ.ray to ih.u"nor. Do!:J.nray 
-ronuidod \·/arn.el .. thut in c..n earlier letter Uo.J:'l1Cl" had :·w.rnod 

o.ecinst eJ:tcndins tho bom1do.ry to nbovo the C:inm:•I'on River 
bocauso of conflict YTith tho D:-:RG railroad. Eot·rover, 
Do:mo..ray had hoard -~he roilroad r.~icht soon bo c.bCl.ndo::wd and 
thus Hould not present m1y pl .. oblem. 

16 - Ql?_o £it., 1-:o.y 23, 1935, letter, Do:·rml,O.Y to Tolson. 

17 - Ibid. 

... ·- - ~ --· . ...,.,.... --·-



I ·--

.. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-
I! 

I 
I~ 

I 
I 
I 
I. 

•• 
1: 

r.ounl o.ri 0 s - 14 

1 e - S'i..trt:lOJ:>y Rcpo1•t, Juno 10, 1935, lottor, l:.ndol .. con to Dix•octor. 

19 - Lotto1 .. , G. A. Hosl::oy to LosU.o SuvD,Gc, Septo::.1hor 131 1935. 
· Tlli s ropl"OOO~'l to d. tho otho.r pm"'col of lDnd ul1ich ~·:irth 

h[\d l.."ritton Andcl.,E:on about in Octobol., of 193h and uhich 
uas holding up roud constl"'l.tcJ~ioa on the Ho:::>th R.:i.n1. 

20 - C> sum::~o.l.,..J Report, July 8, 193.5. 

21 - !bide 

22 - r:ontl11 y Hcport, Aucust 1 1936. In cor,r.-.wntil1G on tho clo.use, 
r~"'ol::s had SQ.id 11I think that uo d~q--'"uld try and eli GCouraeo 
such :Pl"'o.cticos. u ... Sur.ana.ry Report, July 8, 1935. In 19381 
Hirth i'elt ths.t tho 1 ... en.non tbis title 1 .. r:::m1 tt acooptod 
ir..Iiially t,!0.3 11boco..uso the Di1 ... octo1 .. indicutoc.l his do sire 
that the uhole boundary o::~tcnsion problem be h~.nc.Uod at 
ono tine. 11 

- Lotter, 1·iil•th to l·loskoy, April 8, 1936. Black 
Cc.nyon file, Ho.t:tonal Archives. 

23 - SU!·:l!~e.ry Report, Septe::·-:bor 261 1935, ncno, Secrest to Director. 

25 - The cc . .r~~po.icn vre.s instittt ted in en interestinG ~my. Tho oditar 
t-tas si·(;ting ut his desk ono mo1 .. r.d.nc;, lcoldns out of' the 
u:tndoH· t-ronderin.g lThat he 1.-rould put in his 11T'ne Editor 
Spoo.ks 11 colmnn, Hhcn in uclked IIrs. Hell B. Flonine, 
sec:r•otury of the Eontrose Chombor of Cor.~::cn ... co, uho sugc;osted 
tho idea:: "• •• just t:hat he UQnted--s.nd v..r,.;ay it uent--'t10 
liore simply the I~!CDSE:l1[}or that sounded the clo.rion call 
to tho poOl)le." - l7.o:ntroso Dai:ti_ Press, Eurch 23, 1936. 

26 - I·:o:::1tr-oso D~,ily Pl."'ess, Harch ll, 1936. 

27 - Op. cit., Hm ... ch 121 1936. Ed. note: ~e no:rnos mey bo 
preserved in the archi ven, but I :railed to find than. 

28 - L• .. d;'cox•, Harner to Carncror, April 1.51 1936. Black Cnnyon ._ 
file, Uationn.l Jn~chi ves. 

29 - St~.L:ililal"'Y Heport, Hay 31, 1936. 

30 - Lotte1 .. , F1,anke to Dircctoi•, February 171 1937; lotte1 .. , Franke 
to Dil .. octor, Eay lJ., 1937. 

31 - Sur.uncy Report, June 251 193.Po 
' 

32 - T,ottcr, Uusbn:u.m to Dj.rcctor, Scptc:ubor 251 1936. Blc~cl:: Cn.nyon 
file, 1~ution2..l J..:rchi ves .. 

33 - ]~·; lottor, Uusbo.:un to Director, l!ovenhor 12, 1936. 

3!~ - Sur;~-:w.r-.r Ropo1 .. t,_ liovomber 16, 1936, memo, Hoskoy to Hil"th. 
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- rrA po1 ... tion of. tho are::>~ i1i.volvod in T !~9 II, R 7 H/ is t:t:.idor.~ 
.firnt i'Ol"'!:l l,oclo.r:;c..tion lli th.dl. .. a:uo..l in connection:- ui t,h ·cha · 
-:Jnco:·::palcra V~lloy P:t~ojoct end part of tho nroci._, in ~n. 
!:.9 n, Hn. 6 & 7 \{ is included in Pouor Site 1·Ji thch,~uro.l 
r:o. t:-95 1;:ado by executive Ol"'dor of July 19, 191.5 ct.s ~--
defined by an. orU.o1, of' in:liorp:L ... otatiorio.f A:pi'il 22, 1922." = 
Let;'cor, Fred Ho Jobnson, CorT1issionor1, Go~1.01 ... P~ L.0 .."'1d 
Office, to Direc~Gor lTPS 1 October lJ, 1937 • Blo.cl: Ca.iyon_~~ -"-
.file, Hn.tiolk"\l .Arc hi vos. · --

37 - rrof the lq.nds indicated on tho lilup i'ln1:1ishod as dosil ... c..hlo 
i'or n.dc.li tion to the Eornl!~10llt, Soc. 8 u~-- Soc. 9 I Ett 
T.T1i'-1- 7P-•1•

1- ~ec. 17 l'IT·/-1- <'Joe. 16 l,r:J. sr.ri. S1;'·1- Sl·i]_ S"'Co _,)...Lr.,.J .l t!l·c..l. ,_.. - 1 ,.,. ,~. • 1 ·•·;:, 1. •.;;I ...t.:J,.,:. ~•o(. v 

15, m·t~· Soc. 23, T. ~0 N, R 8 H, sut Soc. 2 1 und the _ = 

lc~1ds in Soc. 31 T. [~9zr., R 7 u., o.ro opcnod lands of · 
tho Ute Indians. 11 

- Lett<n,, Ass •t. Cor::lilissionor of Indian 
Jl£.fuirs to Carx:.1orer, Fobru~u"'y 28, 19)8. _ ;:_--'o_ 

38 - nT~le lend h"ithin the Pl"Oposed extension in Soc • 29 1 T 1.l .. 9 U1 
R 61·!, is uithin the Gurmison Hational Forost •••• 11

-

Lotter, Prod H. Jolmoon to Diroctol", October 1.3, 1937• 

39 Ibid. 

Lotter, T. R. C~)er~or, DiPoctor, Grazing Division, 
HPS DiPecwr, J.I:.u:•ch 31, 1938. Hational P.l,chives. 

to 

Letter, Ass tt. CO:iT.1ission0l" or India:."'l. .ltf.f'ci!"S to Qar:]-aeror, 
Februc.:Py 28, 1938. Blo.cl-:: Co...'Ylyon file, national Archives. 

42 - HGT:lo, Hirth to Acting Director, DecemboP 281 1937. Black 

43 

44-

Ca..11yon i'ilo, Uat;ional Archi vos. 

Black Canyon file, national Archives. 

Letter, F. H. BroHn, President 1 liontl"'O so Cht'IJbol .. of Corrnorce,_ 
to Cm!~l:oror, D: .. y 20 1 1938. Black Canyon file, Uationo.l -
J~.rch-=:ivos. Erolm uas complcining that Qftcr tho 1-:ontrose 
people pux•ch.1.sod tho lund, "tl10ro h.:'ls boca no construe tion · 
HOl"l\: cn.rl"'iod on it a.t all, ru1.d our pcoplo uro keenly 

-

disappointed in that f'aco... ~52~~!:-:'T::::l Une;_:111loycd t;· 
rnon o.re n<Y.r asldng Hhon ·Hork ·vrill bosin, ~s they o.re 
depending Upon tho Black Canyon. uor1: for fo.r:1ily support. 11 

'OJ the uuy, it is dif'ficult to dotc:rmino the cxo.ct 
ucroo.c;o uhich Lytle C::ona. ted, ns uoll as to pin d01·m 
tho spocilic ucron.Ge don:.1tod by liontroso people, doqJ ito 
vi1o.t J3rmm l,opox•ted. ·- Soao of the l:ontros o pui•cho.sos may 
huvo been in Section 25. 

l!-5 - Lotter, Hi1 .. th to Hoskoy, f-l;pril 8, 1938. Black Ca,.11yon :rile, 
I~ational .lLrchivos. 

h6 - Lott~er, C·.TtrrnOl."Ol, to SfiCl'otary of the Interior, J~pril 1L~1 
19~8. Dla.cl:: Canyon filo 1 national A l"chivos. 

--
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/J.54 

1~7 - l~Qj.":iO, Sn.[:;Ol"' to ri'b011lJ.1~0l1, Aucust 6, 1933. Dlc.Cl': Cn.n:yon file, 
Ho. tionnl Arch i von. 

48 - Hlc.cl~ Cn:nyonfilo, Hutiono.l Al--chivoo. 

49 - Ble.ck G anyon Pile,. national Arch:!. ves~ 
50 - Lot;tcl"'

1 
Domo.l"'D.J' to Col. Snitb, U • S.G.s., Jt.me 101 ).938• 

BJ.c.cl~ CDr..yon file, national ,~ ... chives .. 

52 

53 

54 

.55 

- Soc CHP..PTZJ1 XI fOl" doto.i:to; Lotte!', Hov. 5, 1938, JJ ... tslKtU!U 
·to G:L"'ant. BJ.n.cl-: C:.-lnyon file, Ha.'cionnl Arc hi vos. 

JJe'cter, nusbo..um to Grant, Uovcr~bor _5 1 1938• Bln.ck Cn.nyon 
file,. Hation .. 'l.l Arcbi ves. 

-Lotter, G:r-o.nt to Cm1rc1erer, novemoor 10, 1938. 

file, 1I:J.t;iona1 P..rcbi vos. 

- Lotter, Cm::noror to Grant, Hoven bel" 14, 1938. 

file, Irat;ionn.l .i\l'Ch:i.. VOSo 

B;tack Cunyon 

- Blrtcl~ Ccmyon r·, ITational Archives. J.-e, 56 
51 - IIo:::.thly Report, S0ptombor, 19,51. Hr. Kc11 of tho Roctonal 

o.:erico discussed the Sa...'Lblll"B lund qUE)Stion Hith I'ionurnent 
officiols on September 20. 

\ 
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Physical dc:volopncnt s nt Black Ca.nyon. Hation.::tl Eontn:1en t, 

~!S ~-iCll as tho nocd fo:r c:-:tonsi ve mo.intonance1 hc..vo boon fol" tho 

r:ost pc.rt rnin.in~al U.."'ltil the a<lvont o~ the I·1ISSION 66 ora.1 

ce1.,t[lin.ly tbo South Rim and Hor·!:ih Riln dJ.,ivos stand out as tho 

r:ajor uchievo:~"cnts, uith. tho devolopmf;nt of: trcils, hoadquartors, 

ovcrloob:;, picnic situs and C8:t.!p[}:rounds, Utility systarns, 

in.tc1,pretive de"ricos, tho conconsion stand, ·etc., secondary. Tho 

prir1!1l.i.""')" r:l.s.inten:J.nce has be~n associated t--ri th the rouds und 

C~t:::;p:;rounds. . 'rh.o r.:>u'Gino natUl'C or lT:1.'.Ch of.' tho Eoml:JGllt t s 

c.onstru.c tion and maintE:nan.ce activit-y is such that it scurcoly 

jnstif'ios sc1>tttiny here. 

J..s soon as. Dlc.ck Cc..nyon lration3.l IIonu;:;1on t vr.:.;.s set aside, it 

bocO!',le impe:rc.ti vo that dri vcs be constructed 8.lonc the rins and 

to connect uith ontr~mco roads; and ·the (il25,000 obto..inod for the 

opcl"•at:i.cn of: the I1onm.1cnt in i'.:;s fil"st year p rin:::'..l"ily t-n:ts [lpen·c 

to bogln such constr~ction. 2 

fri the next spring it ~,z-o.s beco>..:Iing evident tr...ut road 

consti'llC tion uould bo har1porod by tllD lird ted e:~tcnt of the 

;:onunerit bou.'1.<l8.l .. ies, a si tun:tion Hhich liLts to bocO".!.ilO much Har se 

not uith his starr in l1!J.shin:.:_:ton to consido:r a roc.d development 

policy 1 
11r-;ainly 'Hhothor there sbouJ.d ba tuo short ro~tds involving 

c. bout 2 niles in the sou·th rii;i o..nd Jt- to h =::lilo s on tho nm."th rim, 

Ol' to build a loop r-oad 1r.uch longor. u4 It Has <iocidod, because 

or h0U11d~ny problm~s, to tr-y tho idoa of a loop 1..,oad on each rim • 

o-no n.s_poct of road constPuction at thin ti1;1e involved 
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!)roviding t:orl: for r10n on relief, and this tacl: Ht'.G stroncly 
~-

p'-u.,C"u.cd. In Octobox• of 1934, Kittridco hnd a r:~ap prop<ll?ed for 

tl:c Director l'!hich sbo'".·red ro :.lds under cons·t;ru.ction~ p1•oposod 

rc:-~ds, c .. nd o.ppro~ch roa.ds.5 He onph.a!::ized that nBls.ck Oa.Ylyon ••• 

is so croat o. spectacle that tho Po.l"l: Service can..'t'lot lone avoid 

p:•cviding ca..sy access, 11 addine "th:J.t the immedio.to needs of the 

co:::::.:m'!ity Hill be cove1~ed 0.!id cared for by the allotnant of 

Just o. r.:onth before, Kittridge had l·Tl"itton Coneressnan 

7-v..ylor tho.t "local inter•osts i·?ished more uork for relief ond tho 

p2rl~ erou &1-ould oo enln.l'•ged so tbo.t road uor·k can be acco~.-:~plishod. u6 

B7 August of 1935, o. crm·r of' 125 r~on Hera non.cn.eod in 

<:Z.ill:l.r~s blastiP-8 difficult ro clc uol"'k UJ."1d o.ll opOl"ations 

co2:11oct0d 1-Tith [;;l"'ading to conplo·bion of a m.ttioll<..'l..l Po.rk Service 

sto..n<~~rd road.7 11 Gonorn.l fore::1M for South Rim road co:aotruction 

c.t tl1i. s tine 'H2..S Jobn E. llcD~niel. 8 

!3-J:cr visited the roD-d constrttction on both rims, noting that 

tho~.,e Has very little more rough construction to be O.cconplished 

bcc::us0 o:f bou.Yldn.r'J rostJ:•.i~tions. 9 Bn.ke1~ Has back ugain on 

C.ctobor 23 and found that Host of the l-iOrk involved f'i..'1ishin~, 

nince l"ic;ht··Of-uay problems HO!'O holdinl) Up further erading.lO 

'i'hore U01"0 plcn:J .for parl~ing areas ut the ends Of the tHO roads, 

e.nd a cmcp'ground for the :Nol"'th Rim. On hi::: eo.rl5.er visit Baker 

lli'1d Purl: R~:giltocl .. socrcst had locu·i;ed some trails out to points 

of intc~vnt on tlio South Rim,_ nnd those had boon conntl"'Uctcd 

nui th VOl"Y LJati nfc..ctory l"osult s 11 by fall. Btu: or t:mticipo.ted 

;.;:>cparing o. dosic;n for overlook railings clurin3 tho ensuing 
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uintcl"• 

.An~i sttmt I·n...."ldnca.pe l.rchitoct tT. K. f:.omcrv~.J~o rej1ortcC. on 

ro~d dcvolopncnt on r:fovo~.b01~ 30, 1935, at uhic1"! t:lne GPD.dinc; of 

tho Ho!'th PJ..m rond l1::td boon p:t"acticully complotod and \·:orl-: there 

\1:J.s to bo c.i scontinuGd for the Hintm.., ubout Doccr:Ibor 1.11 Tha 

u::Yu ... "1.Cf'..:....,.J pl~oblE:ms. On the South R:i!i~ the roc.d cor..atrnction had 

Fol" t::o 1936 con;Jt::rncticn ~cn.son, tho Sou:'vh P .. :i.n roq,d cmJP 

o1Jonorl on. Juno ~3 ui th a f.' or co of ~.0 men# .::;:i.:: 11:~l"Od clmny trucks~ 

one hired ~::•n.c-Gor, and tuo hired hol ... ces by tho end or"' tho r:1on'Gn. 12 

'I:'1cro HC.:J ~ mezs hall fo!' t'b..o South Hin consJcru.ction ccrap o:;?cn ... ated 

by lb-":3• ;s. P. Hyncs, 1 3 a:'1ti there uould alno be a r:oss ho.ll .f'or tho 

In acl(li 'Cion to the ror~tl t-Jo:r'k this Jmv~ 1 uork 

i·:2..s also boe.1..m on tho South Ril:1 rogis·iiration te::.1t a;1.d a tml.t-
1,5 

houso for the rancor. 

~·roro enga.:::;ed on the South Ri...-n l .. on.d project, Hi th 2.27 :niles of 

co?:lstl"'.1ction cm-,pleted us of Juno 23, the lir!e pionoel..,ed for 

~11.other 3.25 milos fu"'ld lir:o c.pprovod for a rcr~2.:i.nil18 h rG:i.les. 

u 'b..:rn-around and ps.::eking ar0a1 vTbile tho up-cc.nyon end cou1d 

not bG corrt!nt'.ed until ':tho place of pro1Jorty '.Thich the lhHl 
. 16 

cro~::JOo ie :Lorr:wlly r:.cceptod by tho goverru~10n·t. 11 It Has 

of 1-101 .. 1: ahcud~ conploting tho construe tion t·ror}: alroac\)r boclul. 

1-Iorth Tiil:1 roo.d C0!1Ctruction hud bosun on July 20 ui th a 

crmr of 25 r11cn under r:'oro~·~.m !Iu.bert J\tchi son.17 On this date 
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3 .r~ r:
1
ilos, ru1.d line ap::.'l"'Oved for l~ rJllec. ':!:he l!Ol"'th I~ir.i co~:r.tructi oi 

ua.z bold up o.t 1cho G~toc property, uhich hc.td bec;.1 c1c.edcd to the 

GoVc'!":1TWnt ht.l·t '.lot ::.s yot c.ccoptoc1.• At tho He:;t e::d, 1·:orl: 1.ras 

t1.1GO ho J..d up pending L'-P~)I'OVP.l of o. loop Hhich uc-u.ld. nervo e..::. 

In it'l't[;Ust, ~·d. th on uv<:>rugo uork fo:?...,co of: t~5 men on the 

south Rir.1
1 

road "t-rork consisted of finirJhinr;, nlopin;::; b:.:.ru~s 1 

ccnoJ•.'J.l J.l.3l1dSCC.pil"!C an.d Sl1.1:>facil13 road Hith dccompo:JOd [.rD..nite; 

on the Horth Ri:r.l, ui t-;h an u vorat:;e force of forty men, ·uork 

consisted of bo.nlt slopia~ m1d GC"-Oral 1".1dscc.;;>i:'6•
18 

Duri1>3 this 

{ II ch ack• ll0' "'- c··"l~·"' tl ~-~'-' J....l. {.,:) v ... .-.u•J 
obta~~1cd i'ro:u the 

Fcclor::J.l Prison Industries of AtJ.E.ntr, Georgia) 
. 

liCl1"G up, on the 

South Rir:1 1rith n. 28-i'oot uhi te fl!1.gpole t:tpped ui th n G!'90n 

npoo..rpo~nt~ :no~.!' P'i.llpi t Rock, o.n.d t11.e re.:1~c::.., there ~uilt a t::-ail 
I 
\ 

t 
" ~~,, · · R ,_ 19 ou ;;o .::v..~p:t "G " oc~\.• 

Tho Coun~;y Corl!'1is:::ioners nsl:od "t!l..Dt tho 

usc of the old cou~ty :road in tha l!on<J.mc-.n.~~, i'ror:1 tho poi.nt H'!-lere 

tho ca..1nty ro~d t"U.!':l3 off' ·i:;o ent0r th~ rira d!'ive, (s. CJ.ist:.:>nce 

./'\ ·-;~0 -"'of- } .t. 0.1. .:..-:.J ·'- .., • , vO 
Sir:;1.s to tho.t effect have 

1-r,-,..,..,.,..a..,... ,,....,d 'l.~n.~~-. ··)~ls•J.·l·i'">r' to 
... tv.-··v- _,.....,.?.. u~ ,.,,.£, .!. .... . -...l~ 

also, 

or tb.c ostnbJ.i2h-
of a. 

nont O f' ~ - -~ 

tho c.1ovolopmon~\i of trn.iln dot-In into tho canyon n.s t-roll. ns to 
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\'!C-!'110!." Point a:-1d Rod Tioclc Canyon. 

A:!."'OUnd July 7, 1936, IIubort H. Atchioon, an r.10n·tionod 

oa~ .. liol' 1 -vras shifted fr01·;1 Hosa Vm ... do to 'Ghe Black Canyon Iiorth 

Rir::, to nor·vo as conoral foreman tho1•o. His dutios, 22 nnd this 

could be suid for li:cDn.11iol on tho South R:i!ii as uell, cons:b ted 

of" c;crlol..,nJ .. supervioion of roc..d cons·liru.cJcion lTOl"'k ( 75~n; su.!)cr­

vioion of lnndnco.pinc uorl: incidont;n.l to road constr·uction ~ 

nlopinc; of bonks a.'l'ld shoulders, obliteration of old 1.,o~d sca.rs -

roplaatL1'10 ;.. top drossin5 of present Horth Rim clri vo (15~;); 

n.c1:.·~1inistru~.;ion ;.. 1-:oeping· of recorcls1 &ubni ttinr; necessary reports -

otbOl" rnin.or 'c.clFlinistx•ati ve raatto1.,s connoctod Hith tho job, and 

occanionod by di sto.nco of vrork fl"'rl a.d::1ini s-tx•ati vo hon.dquc.rtel.,S 

(5~); and eenol.,al CGL!p ::n1porvision - charco or all o~1orations 

or c:::r:1p for uorl<.:non. 11 

F>J tho e:1.d of AU(}.! nt, 1936, the road gl"O.do i'Ol" tl1a Uol.,th 

R~m clri ve hnd been completed i'l,Ol11 t;ho approHch n..t the et'..st side 

of Grizzly Gulch to the loop about four r.·,iles f~.rthor oust. 23 

Sor,1e ·Hor·k re-.C:lD.inod on. tho three cut s1 t·rhile the surface of' the 

roac1 ·Kas in tho best cone-1 tion possibloo.. Road ll'Ol.,k ceased 

on Sopto.:.-nbor 23, clue to m::ho.ustion of funds. At this tir:lo on 

the HoPth Ri..t:1 sor~1o 3., 25 miles of ro2.d had been corqpleted, 1:-rhile 

3.5 had been completed on the South Him. Aloo ·on the north Rim 

sovcl"'al tl"ails h[~d boon developed to scenic :pointE:. 

Dm.,ine Octo"bol., ono nilo of prolivi no.ry surYoy line uas l"Ull 

fr·om tho end of const::.. .... uction ·o~~ho Sov.th nira dOi·m cn.Y1yon to~n.:.rds 

'd·a.rnor ?oint~ 24 und in Uovombor topoc;raphy uas tal:cn on tlu.,oe 

milos of pr-olilnin9.r-.f :t"Oad su l">1loy lines c:::tonclins touc.I•d.s 'larner 

Point rmd up canyon to tho propoo od con~"loction u:i.th the county 

.,.,n:"ln.25 
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This .fall tho pc..rl~ So:t•vico uppl•ovccl tho t1•n.c:ll1.[3 of l'la.n. 

I3CG-1~958, tho u?l"'Oposod Scenic HoPth Rir.1 Road, 1126 
• 

uo uoll 

n~ tho truein-G of Plo...Yl Uo. BCG-2001, "Parking A:l"on and Turn 

,. ,,27 ., ounc· .t.I' •• Also, a I-ra.stm• Plun had boon dovoloped dui•ing thi a 

yoo..r uhi ch doli11on.tiod the conGl"Uction noods •. On Docor.1bor .51 

'.lol r.wn ropol"'·t;od t;o Fl"'o.nl~ Kit tri ~c thn.t funds for tho nconic 

Dtu.,inc 19L!.7 finishing touches uel"'O put on tho existing 

roa.ds, and they HOI'o bl"ou,ght to an uo:x.collon·t n state of 

nc.intenonco. Survoyo on the South Riln Hero extended ueot to 

tho proposed picnic erou..Yld. A new maintenance pl"'blcrn tlus 

CUL"T~1cr involved tho lack of ready co:::•:.:.·.iunic~~:cions bctuocn. south 

/160 

c.:1d l:o:.•th Rim pol"S0!1.1."'1ol, evontTun.lly to b o solvocl by radio 

contQCt • Incidonto.lly1 Hountain States rrolcpb.ono had had a line 

in to ro:.:::l hec.dqu:..ll"'tors on the South Rim for sove1,.al yoru."'s.29 

On July 27J 1938, tl~ South RiL~ ra~eor received notice 

th::.t a. cl ... ou of tuonty CCC onr•olleeo und ono forom~n uc;ro to be 

c.sGic;ned to tbo 1-TonUJ:Uent, "to be usod on general ir:1proV0!."10nt on 

tho South H.·hn." This uas encouraging nm·w, sinco in June only 

_tb:.."OO eL:ployoos hn.d boon avuilo..b~e for "lic;ht nc.intona."rlco.·u In 

h.l[;Uot, road construction began a gain on the Uoi•th Rim (Au[.9J.st 

29), to conpleto the 1-rest end of tho rira uri vo1 lihile CCC uo11 kers 

bn.cl stal"'·cod on tho South Riril on tho 15th, on trnil nnd genol..,eJ. 

ir~:pl'ove:-.JOn t. A noH "buildinc 11 uas being or.octod to bouse the 

Dy tho ond of tho 1938 ncn.son, un uvo1~aco of thi.rty-cir.;ht 
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r.:cn uorc beinG c::,1plo;rcd c. t tho Eonunont. C o.t1PGPO'J.ndo uoro in us o 

on both rims, o.nd on the South Hir.l a nou ru. rkinG [U•oa and trail 

ror pulpit nock ha.d boon developed. Du!•ine tho sm-:'lnol"' tho ocai'l.,od 

roc.dsido aroa.s ha.d boc..ll soodod n.nd ropluntod, und by 1939 11tb.is 

noted irUJ~·ovon:::m t l1..'1d boon conEEmted upon highly lY.f visi t'o1-.s. 11 

-
Of lonc-rD.llGO signific~Ulco in 1938 ua.s tho dovolopl~O-'rlt of a notr 

r.=ustor Plan. 

r;o l"'Oad uork had been c~n--riod out on tho South Rim for 

zo~-:10 tine, but in mid-1939 plans to co~1tinuo tho roc.d thoro vrcro 

boi!lG disCUSDQ(~I Ul'ld it HUS hopo(l that liOrk COUld OO[;in Sh.Ol"tly.30 

frJ tbo end of Aus-:ust, tho Sou. th Him road extension sul"Vcy lin a 

had been cor::plot;ed, and tho pr·oposod 1~o.d 1-:us l''oacly for final 

uork • 

D..to to la.cl: of pcl"'SO:L_YlOl in early 19~.0, eenePc.l monm~wili 

nai~tencmce beyond th:lt done by the rnnsors hud to bo doluyed 

until July 1, but the rim roo.ds Hel"O r'Ol)orted as being in eood 

condition. The road construction, u..11.der tho supervision o:r 

For01::o.n Atchioon, Has pl'•oceodine according to plans, a_11d 
l 

1~oprcsonted the fix•st uctunl road construction lTOl_,lQ'or tuo yco.1~s. 
I 

On t!.1e lOth of July the prelilninu.ry nu:rvoy fol"' tho east end of 

tho South Ri..rn 1~o ad had been cet"1pletod, lrhile _the uost end 

~ J• • 1 L.• cons "Cl">UC G~O n uas nour~ng conp_c ~.~~on. 

AU[,1lst, 191:.0, uas reported as "tho most active one oval .. 

uitnosscd at Dlack Canyon Hith the conplotiodor the roud project 
I 

on tho nouth riu and tho lc.ndscuping of the nou aroa uell under 

uo.y." Th.is no:-r road, suporvi:Jod bo·:;h by Ni.ichison and Associate 
I 

~"l(;inecr !!ill cr1 uo.s touted o.s "no:·r tho finost stretcbpf road 

in tho Eonumon t. " 
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}),u,inG the noxt fiftoon :J.'OD..l"'S thoro uo..a to be li ttlo .:.10l..,O 

t:1c.11 1,ou·cino con:Jtl"'Uction v.n.d 1naintcnunco c.t Dlc.ck Cnnyon1 t"tnd 
• 

02uy :cho no1.,o impol,tD..nt activities hc.vc been hic;hlichtod hol..,e •. 

At the tcO,nnil1.,f3 o.f tho 1942 ~ouoon, the Sou1~h H:L'n rru1t;or 

G""J.l~c::...,-v-1. acd the dovclopl~Ient of' an overnight cm:1PCl"'Ot"!l1d. o:.·rv..y from 

tho r~-:1 1 t-rlth l..,ost~:·com fc.cilitics and tln,eo g1~illn. A novo:t.,o 

.-·~u.::ust stor:r;~ nocoosita.tod considol..,ablo ropc.ir to both Pi!n l"'ouds• 

\J. tl .... ..lclC ru1d dl..,ivor o.ctuc.lly hc..vin,s to be broue;h.t in on the Hcl"'th 

R:b1 to holp out. 

D ... u•ir.g 19Lt.2~ tho old ron.d conatruc tion builci.il1gs1 o::ccpt 

those t-rhic h COUld be Srtl VU!jcd, 't'TCl..,e rezod1 ora8il1£:; 0. long-til:JO 

cyo coro from tho ::·oulih Rim. It 1-.as lJossible tb1 s surxwx·, despite 

tho i·.'o.r, to r.t.ire tt-:o laborers to help out ui th uc.intcna.nce. In 

Anc:.uot, tho first nuccurato noa~JUl'El!nent of: t ezn:pera turos U."'ld 

r~tinf'ull at the monum:m.t" comr::enced. DuriP.g this Sl.U;:ner, road 

r;:2intonmce uas being dono 1-r:i..th d.l .. ues pulled by tho pat:t·ol 

pickups. R£U"'1.,Gcrs Stafford a.11d Dobbins, t·rho came to duty in 

lc;L~;., uere in follouine years to Pl"'ido thonsol vos on l;:ooping 

tho tuo rim l'"'oads in a "::11100th n state of r:laintonG.llco. 

In 19h3, attcYltion begm1 to be devoted to ir.Ql"Ovil~ some 

of tho overlooks, replacing the irw.tloquo..t,o euurd rails ui th 

rock ua.lls. Indeed, Ranger Dobbins had cor:ipleted the rock-t·rall 

pa.rc..pot ut tho Sol:th Rii:'l's Cho.sm VicH by the end of.' Augu!Jt. Di.tring · 

tho 19t!l:. s~-::or, the :monvncnt buildinGs received neu roofinr:;, as 

Hell us (;0110ro.l rofurbishinc_, ·and a. ncu cattle guf'."d lrHs put in 

o.t tho lioi•th Him en tl"'D.nca. 

JJ. thoush tho rim ro2.(~8 tro!'o pcriodicnlly d.ra&.;c<l, by 19!1.6 

thoro had boon no blado HOl .. kbn the liorth Riril eri vo for n. 11ntu:Ibor 
I 
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of yca.rG# 11 so Atchi::;on o.nd tln:•oo men c~u:;lO ovor from Colol"'ado IIa.tionul 

I:onw;en t on Ju..-·w 5 ond bla.dod it.... 11 Gl"cat i!:Jprovc:mcn t uo.n noted. 11 

Tho South ond north Rirl rangers uere noi-T koepins in contc..ct 'l.·rith 

t;:o -".·iO.Y radios. 

?hero l'.!.i.1.d boon pcrioc1ic conpln.ints about. inadoqunto f2.cilitiea 

in tho c&.1lJsrounds and picnic o..roas to ~·Ja.l.,ds tho or..d of tho l9L~O t s, 

and in Aucust of 1949 noH firopla.cos HoPe beinG constructed • 

J._11otl1Cl .. noodod visitor facility was the South ID.rn concession stand, 

opened in Juno of 1950. Tl:e follouing Juiro connicloruble 

ir1provone::.1ts nero made in carlp[.:;round::> on both rins, c...n.d on the · 

.t-• D 
0 U t,_~ 0 t ~ • b J l • )... d ~ i ~ sou~.~n ron •••• ·LJJ;.J rog~s rnclon 'OO~ 1 't·r"1.s rop~~n~..o una ropu roc., 

tcnthouso roco!lditionod, uouther stD.tion moved from t:.:::) adjacent 

h~:.d to be h ... 'l.uled to t l~ South Rin for the first time in ten J3 ars 

to r:1eet ·tho noed.s oi' pol .. sonnol n11d visi t01 .. s~ and nou roofs t-tol'e 

put ovo1 .. the ronc;er 's quartors, te:1.t house, lli1.d cis tom on tl~ 

!:crth Rin. Dlrinc October, 1952, a· creu or :non cru:::e ovor to the 

South Rim from 1-iosa Vordo to resurface the road, a."1d t11 -) s month 

a. cOY.1plote 1 .. ohabilitation of the South ru.m uurehouno uas 

ncconplishod. 

In the !l!id-1950 ts trails to the various outlooks uere being 

constructed und ira!:n>ovod, a neH CSJ!lpJ3round dovolopod on tl'!e Ho1 .. th 

Ril'!l, a not·t ac.le; tion Has 1;:ade to the South Rim concession st~l!ld, 

Park Service r:o.intenlli1C0 uersonnol incrcn.sod in ntu~bel ... ~>; and in . . 
coa01 .. al a. Gl"'cat rono.issance in maintonnnce o.nd ninor construc·liion 

o.ctiv1. ty u::l1crod in tho HISS IOU 66 docn.de. 

·····~ 
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. REFEiilliC :_;;s 

l -
~~c.ch of tho iru'.'on-:1a tion in th."i.s o.ccount has boon m:tractod 
- · .f::."'o!n tho vu:-•ious nonthly ropol..,t[;, mi!.e no othol">Tiso 

inclicatod. i!Urtbor i!U'on·r:n.tion on rnonur.10:i.1t constr"'oJ.ction 
vnd mcd:ntonD.J.J.co is included in ot:'lor cb:::tntor·s, 0[l'o)Ociul1y 
Clln.ptor• XI: 'l'be E.ontu~10:nt o.ncl Vini to::.~ sl c_li.d Cb.c..p ·coi.., X. 

2 _ Blucl: C:::nyon Ho.tionn.l Eonm·:1ont sur.r1~ .. y Report, FobruD.FJ 1!-t 
193Ll·• Blacl:: Co..'1yon File RG· 79 11 lli1: 20,521 Part 3· Ho.tion. .. 'll 
iD2C!Ji VOSe 

3 ·- O;J. cit., !-1ay 30, 19.31!-11 letter, L'rldor~on to Cw:1noror. See 
-ch~or VIII: The HontUnGnt Poundo.l"'ios1 i'or i'ur'Gh;Jr do~~c.il~h 

L~ 

5 

? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

.. 

... 

on. ·~ Sopte:::bor 18, 19 :31~, HG!:lO' Cm~:J.i1 or or to stv.i'.f. ....... ~-~ 
an • cit.,· October l~, 1931~. ---- -
():) . cit., Sop~cnbcl" 20, 19~., letter,· KiVcrid.go to Taylor. -- -
BJ .. acl: CruiJ-on. f'i1c, 1Tatim1....'li Archives. 

EcDaniol h.:J.d rccoi ved 1'1i s tra:i .. ning Qt Ohio stuto Uni v0::.•sity. · 

R:Jport, B::.ker to Chief J~rchitect, /i.UGU.st · 9-10, 1935. Uith 
Aut;u~t, 193~11 nonthly ropOl"'t• 

- Ropo!•t, B:.ll:::or to Chief' f.,l"Chitect, October 23, 1935· Hith 
October, 1935, :~norr'~hly report. 

ll· - Report, Somerville to Chief f',rchi teet, !iovm-:1bor 30 1 1935. 
~'lith liovernbor, 1935, rnontJ:"l~y report. 

12 ... !!:onthly Report, June, 19)6. 

13 - Ibid. 

11~ Tho Horth Rim r:otnc;or b:IT.Oi'.f:in.G afforded en cc!Us:inG com:::1en tary 
on tho Hor•th Rim moss hall operation: ~~~~·l;.o p0::.·~~ons r-,.n,lri shing 
r:eals fol" Pa.rk Service t10J..,h,1on ri-;.:ro 0:-1.d Ers. E. H. I·lillor of 
Eotchl:J .. ssl , cavo c:-:collcn.t sorv..i..cc d;.1x•il1G the soo..son. Their. 
sroate:Jt 1:n.ult has no thinG to do ui th tho quo.li ty or qncnti t-y 
of food sorvod. Tl10y chou W1Harr>imtod intorust in tho af.f<:)..irs 
of other persons, - both official Q~d priv~te. Ono of the 
t\ro por::-Ons iS ent~rely too W.ltllO:P:i.:i;ati VO C.l1U ofi'icious. 
Tho accou.n.t kept of r!oo.l cost> of those entine e.t tho l:iOsshDll, 
mi~ht uoll be rnore e.ccm.,.:. to. · 

15' - r.:onthly Report, June, 19 36. 

16 Report, So:~1C:.:"Vl1lo to Chief !~rchitoct, .Ju.."'1o 25-July 25', 1936. 
\·lith July, 1936, r,1onthly ropo-.~.-.t. 
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17 - Ihi<!• 
!·!on'clily Proc;rcsn Ropor~t, Socront to Kittridc;o, Aucust, 1936. 

Hith r:o:::!.tbly nopol"ti I 19 36. 

20 - Ibid • .... ..... 
21 - TJottcl .. , ~:rm:'i"lO::.." to C.a..r:rr:10l"'Cl"~ 1 July 71 1936• 

Hationc.1 Ar0hives. 

Bl<:'.cldc.unyon file, 
i 

22 
Black Co.n:ron file, l!at~iol"!<..'tl .i\~"'chi veso 

- Rc:po~t, Sm;1orvillc to Chief P~.,c:1itoct, AuGn~t 2_5-october 61 

· 1936. Uith !~ontbly Report,octobel", 193bo 

24 - I:ontbJ.~" ri~OGJ."'COS Report, 20Cl"OSt to y..;ttt;riu!jO, October, 1936. 
Uitll mon·;;hly l .. oport, october, 1936. 

2_5 - Op. cite 1 1;oVCl]bOr·, 1936o 

26 - I.cttor, Uil,th to Supol ... intendent, I-:eso. Vordo, September 281 

1936• Dlc.cl~ Cnnyon file, national .Archivon. 

27 ... Let'vor, Hirth to SU)O!'in·to...'Yldont, ::esa Vm:>do, octobOl .. 23, 
1936• Blacl~ C:Jnyon file, Ha.tional Al ... Cb.i vos. 

> 

20 - Lettor, Tolson to y;ttridee, Deca1ber 5, 1936• Black C~~yon 
filo, lTation..'l.l Archives. 

29 - Lottor, Husb2.u.m to Director, Uovcmbel .. 12, 1936. Black 08..:.'1yon 
fi1o

1 
Hc.tional !u..,chi ves. 

30 - l~onthly Report, JuJ.y, 19~9· 
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CEltP~EH X 

1Ut:1ouc;h tho o~r1;c.l,lisl":u-,1on~of Dlucl~ ccmy0n Hation.c.l I~onu.l:JOnt 

coincided ui th tho dovoloprJont of tho dopronnion yoar•s fCillox•nl 

1-:oPkD projoct::J, tho nou nonuc!ent did not honof1t a.s crcc.t.ly 

fi'O!:l ~n.~ch P~"OC.t>:ll~1s <J.n did m~ny o·thor H.P.s •. uh:i.t:J. Tho nonurJcnt 

u:rec.. Hrts S!.'1D~l v..nd i:::•reG-ulr:.r, and beyond tho development or l'liJ.n 

roads there Has ut the norJo!'lt lini ted op~)ortuni ty at tho 1.~onunont 

D..2I•ing tho r.ronu.r:.cnt t s fi1•ot yeo:r; Rcpronent;o.ti vo E. ·r • 
Tnylor "H::l.S abJ.o t~ obtain n.."1 e:-,!el .. goncy 1·elief uppl .. opric..tion. of 

:';_1 ::n: .. 000 •"0!" t 1,1"" O.,..,""l .. ,t· · 0 "' J-t I' t , ~,.,~., ~ v .i."'V ...... 2 n 01 vL10 ·:.onu.mon • Hin efforts ucre 

o.p:x1rently l~noun only to Hol"'D..co Albl"iGht p.;1.d sccrct::u:.r oi' tho 

Interior v!ilbur; a.nd :!.ndood it uaz these tll:'OO HhO UOl .. O ":..;010ly 

re::;ponsible" fo1 .. obtrtining such an upp:L•opl"iution•
1 

E2_-c>ly ·in 1934. the County Co::::::issio:ne1 .. ::; of rel tn. Cm .. mty end 

rosio;tal chmnbors of conn.nerco ·~rtired Taylor, unl:inG for tho 
. . t. 

os1;~blisb:nont of a. C .c .c. camp o.nd a P'v.blic uorl:s n.pproprJ.n J...on 

of $156, 000 for teo F:onunont i pl'iilla.l"ily to '!in!JU2-~o co::tlplo tion of · 

tho l"'OO.ds. " 2 By em .. ly fall, oi1la:1 .. eer.ent of. tbc Honu.I.1cnt us.s being 

ursod by local interests SO th:..:..t there llOUld bo l"!!Ol"O need for 

r•on.d 1·ior~:: ':1hich in turn t-.rou.ld croc~te o. (:!'C::ttcxo uo:·,1ond fol' rolicf 

. t-:o:>kere and l"eliof projects• 3 Kittl .. idr;o; in uno...lyoing tho 

op-:-)l'n.tion of tho neu- 1:om.unent for the Dh•octor, noted thnt 1'ur1cls 

to continuo tho l'o:.1.d project ~nisht be ohcainod fl"O:.l SE.l1A or 

FE~A {Fec1ol~al :rJ:nel .. scncy Hcliof'. Ad,:1in1sta~c.t:i.on) .t~ In Docc::1hor, 

r·; ~tricJco UrGed t}l~ pUr'C~ll:l.~O Of 35_,000 etCl'C3 unclcl, thO J.c,.nd 

pl~vcrnrJ of FEfiA to extend the 1-!onur:~o::.1.t bounC.~ .. i en• 5 

·--'~·· -~ 
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a po:o."tion of tho nork r.1ay bo dono ui th tho P .-u, funds thut m>e 

[>,.llocn.tocl; :r "i·rh.ile 11onoy allocated to tho South Rin Has ·t;o be 

uGo<i to finish roo.d occtions e.lrec.dy rot.1[;hod out, as t-rc11 us to 

:ir.ipl"'VO sono of' tho t1•o.ils to scenic points. 6 · L"l Hovonbol"' of 

1935 sor.;o 120 tlcn Ho:i."'C en(:-!lt;ocl in road constl-.uction, uor!c being 

concluded tr1nt yeur about Dccer:1bor 1. 7· 

Tho nc:-:t ::n.lm.:lel .. the South Rim Hol..,1C Cll:.:""!p o1;cnod on Ju.ne 23 
8 uith a i'O:i."CO of hO to 50 men. T'nis particulul" uor•l: project, 

no. 436.1, llUS l:notm c.s tho nsccnic Hi!i1 Rock Dr'i itO. n9 nt loc.st 

0!10 oi' ·the men ut the cu.mp l:C..s e..s::;ocio:l;ed uith 11 CCC Co.r.1p IJH-3-0 

U3sociation ~ 

The South Hir.1 HOl"k cru·:rp .mess h~.11 at this time 1ro.s boing oper~tod 

by a I'tr•s, J. P. Iiynos.
11 

I,·:oru1.t-Illi1e, a cfcu of 25 men bocc:.n Hork 

on l~orth Ri;.'l l"'Ud coarrtl .. uction on July 2o.12PJ.l roa<l construction 

ter::1inatcd on Sop 1.;o7·!bcl~ 2.3, duo to eiJ:w.ustion o1' f'unc:ts. 1 3 

The april~ or 1937 sm·r an c.ppr•opris.tion of ~,;6000 for a. 

H.P.A. projer:;t to develop n r...;)U a.ppPoc.ch re-."ld :rrorJ U.s. 50 to 

Acninist:l:'ution and includod tho conntr-..wtion ot: 11 £U'"l o:rnm;wntal 

~to~1c r;utc-:ray o.t the jun.ctioa ui th lrl[.;h·r~y 50, c.nd ulco 

O:t'llC.r.:or~t~l Digns to be pln.co~ on either' sido o.f the entl•anco. uHJ. 

Initlnlly, i·ii vro.s ~ a'Ylticipe.ted tho:!:i uo1~l!: Hould bocin in 

..... ....,_, '.' """"'r • ~-
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Uorl:::J Projects - 3 

la.tc Ea.y m• June o.n coon. c.~~ ncr.1 t7ol"•e o.vuiln.blo, but thoro HC.S 

qv.e:3tion lrb:~tbcl" the pl ... ojcct ·oould continuo p~st July 1.15 

nnd corlierr>ed uith H.P.A. rep1•oo~nto.tivo I,onb at 

:;.~0:1.::rooc [l.~out the conotro.J.ction cf t::.o an trnnce pOl"'t[tl v.nd 

V-?~::roG.Ci-1 ro::.d c.t tl~o june tion \d.th IIisht-T:X.]'" so.16 In lr.'. to Hay 

of 1937 it t.:as b.o:pod thc.t a. u;P,.A. cx•eH could be at l·iork on trn 

~rnt~c ...... 1.-r:-::..3 ~."\ -:-._.o~:u·~i~.!! 0 7 .1. 't•1,i 27• "'"1l·l o•~ ... ,,_.:t,.,. ... l~ ~ .•. ,.,.-nf:-:? ,J.: ... -......., -·- _, ... _. __ _..U - u ~., J \,..,.l ... ~. :-:..""~' -..uu .::;J U'w4•J--v~ 

CCC c~rollco3 on trn:ils 

tho 

on both r:!ns in oonntr--uction ~·mrk, the first such· 

in tHo ycuJ:>z. 19 On tho 11ort~h R~:: ::.Ul a.dditional 

boir..g c1ov~loped in co11ju.nc tior. uith the ne:-r ccv!'!.i.c truil to 

1':'.·., I>-~ ~ ~~o,.. ,, 20 
::.·Lt..!. .._ v J.\ ....c-o 

L1 :a..,et:..,osp0ct, it io cvi·dont that Dlo..ck Cru1yon IT~tionol 

tl:c 1930's. !Im-rovor, it ~·:oulC. not be 'lmtil tho a.clvcn.t of Ei::;sion 

66, t~.JO c.ccudc;; l~t~r, th.:lt f'.:n"J n:tsnif'ice.nt federal mpx·ovorr<ents 
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u0ro to bo l"cc.l:lscd. 
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1 .- Lotter, Tr.ylor to t<!. F. Hilcox, 17ovcl:Jbcn, 7, 1933; quotod 
in l~o~:.t~:~o_s.E., D:'.ilz ;?~03~ Hov('j::bcr 17, l')JJ• 

3 - r ...... :-.J-..,.,... -:r~tt....,.;dr:'"' ~-o fT'.-.vlor <:'o·J.s."".,..,, .. .,._I., ?Q, lO?I• ~:_,,.c1-· .. 
.;_..,...,~- J .l.__. -- -u"" ....; - ... "-'1 .. 1 •> .L vv~H.J\:.; - t•.,.... ..... ;·• ~ ~~~ ..... 

Cc.nyon file, Hational Archivos. 

4 - J.Jct~tcr, Eit~;r•iclco to Director,. October 3, 1934-• Black 
C~,n:ron fils, Hutionc.l !,:'ch1 V'!ls. 

·5 -

7 -

!:c:.:1c, KittriG..:e to Di::•oci~o::?, Di?;cr;:::bcl., 12, 1931!-• 
Car..yon file, national h-.cbi vcs. 

Dlu.ck 

8 '· • • 1 n .r. - 19.., t rm • • J.hl - L011'Gll--Y .nepo.rv1 JtL'rlc, _,o. .L~lo HOnv. y Report li stod l!.O 
I:o:d.dent Ln..~d~capo !:101-:., cut r.~. :r•opo:-'~t of: .TuJ.y 25, 19361 by 

!u"'cLitoct J. K. Sor:crvillo li:Jtod ;>o. 

9 - Report 1 J. K. Sor,wrvill e, Tiosidcn t Ln.ndscap o Archi toct, 
""1~11-,,- ~~ 1 Q").() \·'.; {•h l--'0<'"-111''" P'"'D'"'""'.,_ J;:t1 .,,.. _1 93h• t._.-v - ...... ~ _,.,.. e 1....a...V14 .;.,.t..·JL J •'-V.,t...,.-.-..1, '-'•"""'.)~ -

·11 Bl:-1cl: C::n~rcn fi.lo, lf~t:tonQ:!. /D:>c~i Yes. Ex•s • .: . .:~r;1es t-:o.3 c:uardcd 
~ c;ont:?:>act; on .:rul;y- 1, 1936, 11to f1u.,.?lish ncc.la <::nd 
co:;.~~ir,!.:~t~J C11?I11.icn, etc. 1 to GoV(}:t'>:x-~c.~-;.t Cl.:ploy0~n !lrld 
othe~s ••• " The i'orenc..n of the ·Ho:r•k cs.:,}p lHlS Hubert ~4. 
t'---n~"'on •T'·o ............ 't,l."f'+-c:-l .ro:r.,o~l ,.,o...,,. tr~-r:, .... ,-,o·,J.. -l··ly 7 ... ,..., v;._..L,.:,: '~ .. , ~·.; .L..t. lr'J \r<..v &J,;..,.. .- U \., J. .L .. •. · ,.:.,.t.::.. 'i t,::.~~\,.:..1:,.1 ,r.,L. ,.....,.\..• 1 L._ .. ,.. 

Black. Co.nyon file, liationa.l .1\::>cl··ivos. 

12 - He port, J. K. Somorv5.1le, Ticdi s Resident Landscape /)!'chi teet, 
July 25, 1936. Uith l'Ionthly Report, Ju!..y1 1936. 

13 - ".':',-,..-,t"'1y ... v .. _ -~~ 

15 
16 .. 

Letter, \·!f1.1"'11or to Cr>:.:r.ier~r, !·Iay 141 1937. Black Cc..nyon i'lle, 
IJntio:na.l Archives. 'llJ.1e or'n.m<1onto..l oi[."'lS ucre to bo one mile 
oitl:.ca" cido of: tho entr:::L'1ce rov.d, ccll1.nz .9..tte::.1tio:1 to the 
Eonur;cnt ont;r:.:.nco. 

Ibid. .. .. 
Ropor•t I HOlro.J.">d H. Bal:or, nociono.l Lru1d.~cn.po Archi toct., Ho.y 

19, 193'7~ Hith l:onthly TiolJOI't~ Hny, 1937• 

17 - Bluck Cr:-nyon file, Hationol /i;i:•Chi ves. 
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18 - Eonthly RopoPt!;, July r .. nd AULU st, 1938. 

19 ... l1ontllly Report, Sopter:Jber, 1938. 

20 - Ibid. 
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CHAP£ER XI 

VISITORS NTD VISITOR FACILITIES 1933-1955 

During tho earliest yours of the Honttr.:Jont, as uas true 

befm.~o the Black Canyon became a. na ti~~~l momn;:en t, there ucre 

ra·.-r visitors, and even fet-rcr fa~tl:tt~9s 1for _those intrepid souls 

HhO did vent-ure to tho gorgo.l Th6· initial ontl .. unce roads from 

no1 .. th und south uoro. poor, the l .. iro roads limited in oxtont and 

ccx-tainly in qua.lity;' there vrero no developed trails, picnio 

arcus, campcrouncls, r;:usourns, roadside exhibits, checking 

stations, overlooks, concession stands~ no Park Service 

p3rsonnol--protectivo,.maintenanco pr interpretive--and no type 

of infon~ationnl progrma • 

Ho1·tovor, a county road did extond fro:m u.s . .50 to the South 

Rir.t at nppx·o:r..imately tho point uhcro the 1300-foot-long bridge 

across the canyon had boon prpposed; a.."'ld by micl-1935 the 

construction of trails to some of the overlooks, as \·Tell as rim 

dr>ives, had commenced. 2 In the fa11 1 some thoue;ht bogon to be 

civen to the development of picnio grounds and cm.1psrounds in 

tho EonUJ.nent. There -vw.s a plan (druHing Ho. BCG-3001) rogdy in 

193.5 for a cunpgl"ou.nd and parlr..ing area on the Uo:c•th Rm, but it 

~,ras s1.1eh a crude desic;n that Acting Superintendent Franko 

anticipated tourists Hould not oncoul;!ter the things they expected 

in a cu.'l!pGround nrea, such as rostrooms1 a caretaker 1 s hou se• 

road spurs for cc..rapsites 1 and especio.lly Hator. Franke even 

quo stioned tho developm0nt of a ca"fl.lPGround "in this area, n · 

obsorvin~ thnt porh ... 'lp s n picnic ground might be more roilistic. 3 

Houcvor, ~~t;i{}_~-~~£":7'f7:'{ favol"Od the idoa of a. c~:ipcround 
Vint 
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Vi:.>itora -

bat f olt it should f i1.,st bo dovolopod on. tho South Rir.1 1 end then 

~a. tel"' one for tho· lTorth Rim. 4 
The ye-:.J."' 1936 ropl''Osonted I3luck Canyon's fil"st pePiod of 

roet.l attention to tou.rists, eVCl1. thouc;h, as one rnni.·:el .. noted, 

"the local public is voPy sloH in comprehending Park Soi'vice 

idc~U.s snd pury>os o's •••• " For tho first tir:e, there ltore rancors 

on duty during tlli s Olll'lt":Jor, ono on each l,in. .ArwnG thoir ussienod 

dutios t-101'"'0 "conducting visitors to places of interost in tho 

ini'orl:.ation to visitors, and doir~ research Hork on tho I:onmuont's 

, 1 • . 5 natura_ u s-cory.- . 

AlorlG -tho l"O o.d in tho vicinity of Pulpit I-:Ock a :t>oc;i ntration 

tent 'I·Ta~ set up, ;-rhero the south Rirn rnrLGcr contacted mcny 

visitors; U:."1d o. trail Has built out to Pulpit Rock (::: 11Sconic 

Point 1ro 1") L'1. Auzu.st. Dosvi to the Harth Rim l"'[l.l1gor 's cor11nont 

tll:.?..t 11 PGrlnps it uill be a. matter of yeru:-s before ·the nmubo:r.., of 

vi d tors v!ho uant cxpla!1ations of' na. tural phcncr::enn. or lJ'i1o unnt 

to re!mble over tlw rocky slopes n..11.d clilnb in and out of the 

C:J.nyons, t·lill be &"J.ch as to necossi ta. to n..1. tuPali st and s--ui de 

scrvice1
11 both r<?-11.goi'S took vi sitol~s to vieu the ca.nyon sic;hns, 

u.nd the north Rim rane;er even conducted. a. party of six <loim to 

the river. 

I-rn.ny sic;ns uore put up along the South Him, including 18 

nw.:.o ered a.."ld placed at scenic points. '.ro~w.rds the end o.f' the 

yoo.r. Dis t:i."ic t FOl"'ostor J:1ck B:1rroHs rccorr:w:,1cnded that 11 signs 

Hhich indicate tho species of various trees flnd plc.nt;s along 

the tr:.1ils o.nd nlso toll of interesting features r.:icht holp 

people realize a deeper appreciation of .the area.. n6 barroua 
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Vi r;i "t;ors • 

also succostod tho ponc.ibility oi' developing 0. trail into tho 

co.nyon, since people 'UOrO already EhO~Jing intoro3t in CUCh n 

facility. 

HarJ: \'Jarner •.-ran hopeful ut this time th8.t tho South Rim 

roc.d could b€1 extended to High f'oint 1 "t-Jhor_o tho vieH uould be 

"a mc~&'1ificon.t and tbrilli113 climax to tho d:'."'ivo d.ot.·:n tho 

c:::myon •••• " Ho vi ::;ucl.izcd tho development at HiGh Point of a 

cr:.mpground D...'1.d picnic gPounds OJ.:J.ong tho pinyons, a.s uoll u.s o. 

parl;: hoo.dqum-·tcrs c..nd ~:any other dcvolopnont '!:rhel"'O trees o.nd 
~, 

sho.do are desirable coro_sidorations. 

Harner Has aJ.so ll.l1 oxpo:nent of trails, :md S.ndeocl it uas 

;:. . 

in largo mousuro dtw to his :1rcing in 1935 th~t the short trails 

froru tho road to ovox•looks h~ .. d boon started: 0 they uauld ''make 

it easy fo1• Homen and child.re:l to nora onsil.Y s oe tho canyon." 

He further vifJLtalized the developnont of u longel~ tr:1.il from 

Eigh Point to lh.rnor Point and along tho l"il'l beyond to Rod Rock 

Cunyon, an easy trail dot,n into tho ca..."'lyon, and o. nol"'O difficult 

cc.nyon troil Hhich 1rould ~l~oceed doun Ec.ho Canyoifl.nd terminate 

just bolOi-r tho Irarrm·rs~.... uHarvelous as tho Black Canyon is, 

no ono can tJ.Tu.ly fli')proci n.te its Grandeur U!1til he has coon it 

from the bottor:l. rr 

A sien had been made for the 1~ocist1 .. ation tent 't·Thich said 

11 Stop - Please Ror;ister, 11 ru1d it nu~t have lm.d sor:1o influence 

in 1936. On the south Rim in Juno, 608 po'oplo HOl"'O roeictered, 
. 

1038 in July, and 3336 in Ausust; in July on tho Horth Rim thoro 

uoro 217 visitors l"'ccordad n...Yld50ll. n d.urinr; Auc;ust. Hith no 

picnic crounds, co.npe;rounds, or concesrdon sta.ncls a.v.;:.ilo.blo 

in 1936, those i'm-r tou1•i sts ~·rho lincor9d ovornicht Here, 
..... ' .. -- ·-·~.,..-... -
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ti2orG hc.d. bccm h83J people nnd 1536 CD.l"S. _L1y tho entl of' 1937 

tho r.Jx.;fool ... of n.w.;.ual vir.dtors i:1cl"eo.sed to 101000. 

I 
I 

tho boc;-lnning of sz.-~c..ll-scn.lc mttsoun clisplc::.rs in 1937. A 

vras set up on tho l!ol ... th Rim "!;his(o::u .. (in addition 

to tho one on 1~ho South Rin), m1d the 1;o1 ... th R:ln ro..."1GCl.. in July 

I 
::rt:u~·ccd dinplt.::Jii1S i'tm:1s of visitor interest the:-o, be;::;inninG uith 

roc!:s G.lld In.diru1. j,:>olic s £md then n~:.l::ing a :modol of' the Black 

• Cr:;:yon.; ::1. th:."CG st2.gos of ePosion. Tho .South Rin 1,2.11[:;01., soon 

.follo:·rcd ::mit 1-ri"Gh c:t:hibits o.t his :i.~cgisJvr:ttion tent. Although 

I the visitoi"'S co~·ilplci!.1Gd at tihe lacl: of cr.tr:1pcrm.u"1d C:.l1cl picnicking 
; 
r I ~-
It 
t 
; 

f:J.cilitics, they d.i d see!:a to relish the nusomn displc.ys, Hhich r;;ost 

f' ,_1 .~.- ·0 d +- eo "~nd · · t · · "'t .ro,l 4 1 • .~.-.· "' i~l1ey o_ VL!0ll! s vOPl 0 vO s - ' • ..:w. c.c sp ~ e o.ppl~opr~..... e .l. <..!.C ..... -~ vJ. 0u, ... 
i 

I ~ 

f 
! I f. 
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G 
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I I. ;, 
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d . ... • • 1 • • 
~ct :t.ECl.,O.:l.SJ.llG y p::.c:m.c_, reported as ca~ing their 102 

picnic 1U!"1Chcs on the ITortih R:i.J:l in July. 

Thunl~s 'Go -'0hc incli vidual efforts of tho r-:onmr.on"\.; l"D.ll[:;Crs, the 

~· 1 • , • • ... nuscuru ul.!::p_ays ~ncrea:.:;eo.. :~.n scope J.Il nuccccaJ.nG 

19 38 tho urausoruns u uure na.nrHHl c-vory day, either by the ron~ers 

01 .. by t!1eir Hives, and vis:i. tors stai•tod con'l:i~·:ibutine; itons for 

I 1 
' F , ..; 

1 

c::hibi tion. On tho Horth Him tho ru..':lcer Has rJr>J!j ng a 11nou 

buildin,s 11 to house the r.msoun <lisplo.ys. 

. 
·' c:-:hi8:Lte, the r:ln[:jGl ... s began r:.;ivin13 t.:1lks out::Jiclo oi' the 1:on;.n:1.cnt 

I in 1937 and continued to co11duct partio_s tln .. ou;_:h tho I:orrur~ont. 
• T• ~-.....-...- ~· 
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Tl16 r-ror·lill Rim rQJ.1[;0l" to ole six partie n dmm to tho :!.>i VOl"' in July 

of 1937, a.s ·a. cu~o in point. Du.ring Sopto::-,lbCl" of 1930, us troll 

;n the l~omment, on the South Rim, and boccmso of thoir "Gl"'cn.t 

succons, 11 pl3.Us HE:ire rw.do to cont:U1uc tho so- procrnr1!"J the next 

yeo:!} 11bocn.uso of' tho HonclorfuJ. nupport r:;ivon thc:n this your. u8 

RoUJ.::;h picnic [:;rounds bad boen d:;,vclopod for both rir:ls in 

1938 and i·rore p:t?oving very popula.l"'• But thcl"'O Here, of coul"'ce, 

still no on.tin.c; or li vine ~ccomr!io<.b.tions avcilublo, o.nd J~oltrists 

Hcl"'O incroasinsly inquiring about suqh fc.cil:~ties. It uas to be 

no;;"'O th~t!l ten yo21"'s until this sbortconing uo.s rel:iodicd. 

1939 st::n-.to;l out id th a 1JunB, the nonth of: Hn.y sho-::·rlng the 

in hi story, '\·71-:cn the St.'J.tie Stock 'Grm1ors J~s0ocio."i::;ion hold a. 

prosl"'8!i1 on the Sou .. th P.i!":11 attended by m c..::>ly 500 pooplo L"l 101 

cars. It required ·tho sex>vices of the tuo rc..:1sors 1 eiGht boy 

tc..i s croud • 

In Juno the Earth Him r.-njscu_'TI, ne:::trlJ cor:1plotc, 1·rt:1s open to 

tho public, Hi th huilding -rcpui1 ... s dcla~;ing tho opening of the 

r1uscu.ra on the South RL11 until July. Hnny '\risi tors stOPf•0d. to 

vieH tho displays, ·uhich on the Uorth Rim the rc.-.'18cr described 

as " •• o cno of the be.;:; t of' i ·t s kind in this s cc ~.-ion of' tho cov.ntry, 

not Hithout a. li'.;tlc l1I'Cjuc1ico. \-rCl"d of these "r.w.ko-it-yoursclf 11 

r:msoums travolod far Dl~d uic1e, incl~dir.g to the Cl~ief' of the U.P.S 

D.lSOUlil Division., I·TlX> 1 aftel"' leurnint; that tho Eorth Rim Ho .. s mulr..irg 
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conc.to~>n:..'.tion: 11Uo uould lil'.:e to bo i~on·-1od as to uhat has 

ul:-e~:lJ been n.cco1·,!plished in mus oun oxhibi tion, t;y:_)o o:r builc1ins, 

n..Yld l;h8. t pl.:.:ns oro no:·r tmdol .. 1-;e:y for e:;:pCL.··:u:don. u9 

Th0 rs.nc;ors h::td instituted short tulbJ c.t thoir r!U3CU....-:J:J fo1., 

vin::.-:;ora thi:3 :,'cur, us 1-.roll as co-:1t5xr;J_inc to cont8.ct people along 

the :;_-.in roo.ds and concnct ril'l;tJ:'O£-d c::.ravunr:. Indeed, L~ liU-GUst 

of 1939 thoro H3.S a fairly good public infol.,r.n tion procre.m in 

opcl.,s:i;ion. Seven hil:ine trips uex•o co:;.duc ted, l:i th !~5 people; 

eic:1.t .r,;u:JC'W.Il taLks Ho~~e glvcn fo-::.' a total of 96 visitorsj there 

lectures c;iven ou·cnido of tha Fonu.:::~ent (to noo.J:•ly 300), o.nd a 

toto.l o:r 1929 ,.rls:J.tors 0 at tho tuo rauso· .. u:w (out of the 260~ 

pcoplo ~!ho ree;i stored in the r.:onu.r:w~1t tl:..is r.:onth). Tho out-of'-

1·:ont!.!1icnt talks nit;ht be considered :?.. vrn.st0 of ~'l:?.npouor, bu.t one 

influenced tb'i n Ol..,.Jm--~.ization to push fo1 .. f'lUld~ to coEn'cl .... uct a 

na~~-r a-r)•)'PO'-'~ c'1 ,., ...... l d ro'- t1lo r:o..,..+:h 'PiY"' 
• ..t;; l - ·- .. - VJ.. • , - .. ~ - "-"':- -l~-t.l. 

On Fo bru::1ry 71 19!!.0 1 the Dopartme~1t of the Interior 

established o..n a.:nnun.l feo of ~O;t foP efv:.h em touobilo c..nd r~otorcycle 

cntori~1.g Blacl;: Gonyon 1I::':.tiona.l Y.:onnraen1i- the i'ollouing season# uith 

no charco for house t:'.."~'-ilors. IIo-;roveP, Cm.:r;!eror l"cqucst0i that the. 

inau[;;urn.tion of the eYltl":.mco foo be doferl.,od 11tL"l'l-;il i'urthor advice. ul 

To no ono'n surp::."'iso, 19!~0 vas t;ho Fom.4~1f'.Z.Lt's .be::;t travel yoa:r 

to d~i.tc. By r~onGon' s end, 131 289 pnople had vici tod tho o.roa, P..n 

incl'oaso of llJ.o67~ ovor 1939; O...."'l.d the fiGUl'O of 6, 613 f'ol .. busust 
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Tho Horth Hir:l n.pproo.ch road uas improved this m.u:Tt:.lOl"', '1~10 South 

Rim d.l"'ivo hn.d been completed by Ancust, c.nd 11 ulrot'.dy visitors ure 

cor.JplincntinG on tlrls nevr road oxtonsion and its outstn.ncling 

scenic points.u Tho l"'D..nGoro uore busy leadinG c.uto CD.l"'O..Vuns 

(eight in Juno alone), ci vins cO.npfiro talks (ll5 people attended 

in Ju."'lo) 1 to.Jdne pc.rties into the canyon ( sovon in Juno), r.io.m'lil'Jti 

the musour.'ls an.d p:r•ovidint; many ninforr:ml talks in connoction ui th 

tho historical,. archaooloe;ico.l, cmd ccologico.l pho.::JOs· of tho 

1 It pc.r -c. • • • Tho Uoi•th Rin rm1cor oven conducted rl:.u~tios to 'the 

Indian c3l·i1p sites o.t the nortlJI.;oct end of the lionunont 1 \·:hile 

t!.1o South Rim runcm."' had boc;un a horbm"iun of I·Ionw"':lent vor;otn.tion • 

During the lattel'• pc.:rt of tho 1930's, u carnpcround of sorts 

had finally been developed on the South Rim, but in Hay of 1941 

a noH cur.pGround uas constl .... u.cted, 'Hi th rcstroons, t::;rills, tables 

und bene he s, mw..y from tho rir:t at Lions Spl"'ing. Tb.e old car~p-

cround t,ms thon chmged to a picnic m"'oa only. C::aupfil"o lectu::...,es 

Hero frequently presented on both rims this ~l.t-m~~or, in addition 

to nuny othol" ranger sm .. "vicos; Sl"ld it · .. w.s concluded tha.t vis:i.toJ.~ 
I 

contacts in ii.U[;.'Ust of 191.!~ uoJ•e tho groatcst .for any nonth in 

tho J.Ionument t s o:Kistc..YJ.co. 

At the South Rim musemn, glass display casos had been 

constl"UC ted, in vrhich somo of the e:xhi bits ho.d 'been placed; und. 

by ::mm1erls end a. plaster relief modol shmdns hou erosion had 

fonncd tho CO....Tlyon and explaining tho different {jOOloeicul 

fon1o.t:i..ons had boon ca.-.1pletod, There Hero also on di~plo:y 

flm·rorn of tho Eonu1nont. It uc.s reported that a hit:;h pe::'conte.ge 

of tho Eonurnent visitors Here stopping at tha 11rn.1seu.r1s. 11 
FOl" 

-. ·.--..... ~ ..... 

T .. 
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Atl[;U:Jt, it ua.s ost:i.J,i:.:ttod tba.t LJ:OOO of tho ,Sooo contacts na.do on 

tho South Rim had boon. accomplished at tho nlU!>OUlil. rrho l"ancors 

had mony pox•son..'1.1 contactis uith tourists, Dnd ouch contact reputcdJ 

"included a. brief hi ntory ot: tho ca.nyon giving its :major c;coloc;ica.l 

attl~:::..ctions end a...l'J.mrorinr; vc.rious questions cm1cor-niP.g tho flora 

and fauna. of tho arcc.. 11 A conducted ranger hil::o to Ha1~1er Point 

uus reported this sur.r;lel ... , thou@1 thoro may havo boon such ra.11gor 

hil':cs to i'!.:ll"l1.0r Point in past yoo:rs as uoll. 

llost of the 19Ll.l visitors (70S~) uo1~o from out or stnto. This 

uas in larr;e noo.:ru.re to bo the last time this uould bo tl"Uo until 

, after Horld l·Iar IIl 

Hot only tro.vol pattoPns chc.ncod during tho 1·/:J.r, but also 

. 1 d . . t . . ~· . •.t.. • J.:onunon"G pel.,sonno , an :t..n·cores :t..n _c;rov:~.ctJ..nc; VJ..S+uor sorvJ.ces. 

Al thouQ:1 a no:-r cxbi bit on ti•oo l.,ings\.ras prop~,.rcd for the South Rim 
I 

r1uscur11 in 19L~2, the Iiorth Rirn museum vras disnc.ntlod ru1d its digpla" 

r.~oved to tho South Rim. HoHCVOl"', tho north Rim rD....'YJ.GCl" did mmntai 

ter:pOl">O.J:Y'.f tro.ilsi do e):.'11ibi t s or l"ocks, floHOl"s, uncl shrubs. The 

South Rh1 !i1Uso1lln romainod lUlnanned raost of the 191.~2 mmu7lcr, since 

it 1ras s.ssumed that the exhibits Here self-oxpln.."'lo.tory; and it too 

wc.s disrGc.ntled when the season ccr.1e to on end in October, the 

porm:n1ent e:z:hibi ts being co.talo(}lod and stoi·ed. This in l'Oo.lity . 

l"OPl.,osonted tho end of' musou.m oxhibi tion o.t Blaclc Canyon until 

the eveo of HIS SIOH 66. To be sure, those rancor ''r~setn::ls" l:l..ad 

ncvor boon· on u ftl"andiose and sophisticated sco.le, but thoy did 

play a siGnificant pa.rt in pl~ovidinG on educational fucility f'or 

tourists dUl"'ine thG I~onurr.entts first doco.do. 

Hashineton officials this f'ii•st munncr of' tho Hc.r ho.d been 

urging tho public to cut dou1 on plco.r.1ure trips, and tho po::.;itive 
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roCl.ction un.s reflected in Eonumont vls:!.tation, dotm L~9 .. hij in 

June, 63.1~; in Att(;.1.lct. Tho so uho did cor~c to tho South Him 

/1130 

usually visi tod Pulpit nock and tha1 loft. HoHOVel"' 1 in July tba 

South Ril;1 l~'LT1.(icr concluded tlnt he had pol"sonally contacted ubout 

3/4 of tho visitoi's _-vrho did enter the Honu.l'J~nt !.'L'ld had condm ted 

po.l"'ti os to the various overlooks uhcn n.tJGondanco im.rr:.:mted. 

In 191~3, t1-.avol uas dm·n 65.3;0 ovo1 .. the p1•ovious your, and 

o:lly tho bf'.J. .. ost sol .. vioos, including :r.H:.tLn.tonuP..co, "Here being 

provided. Tho Hox•th Rir.1 entrance road lmd. bocomo so bad by 

tho bocinninc of: the 191~~ season that one ranc;er cor;mentod it 

1\rn.s lil:o coizJg to Eoavon. It Has lu:.ra to got thel .. O but fine 

aft0r -you ,sot thoro. n The 19Ltl} t:t"o.vol figul .. e, b-.r tho 1·rc~y, fell 

16.3~ bolou 191~3. 

Tho:1 in 19L!.5 visito.tion bo,san to pick up. The Har came to 

<-m ond, a neu brochm. .. o on the Honunont iras put outJ ru"Ld tr~vol 

incrcaaed 90~,~ in Aucust over tho year bofol"'e, 111~~ in Soptenbol .. , 

thouch l"'lost visitors Hore still coming oP~Y to tho South. Rim. 

In tho spring of 19!~6 tho Eontroso CheE.be:;." of CoriL--:lcrce put up 
pic t12ring 

a highuay sien B.IT::;l tho Black C :.:nyon, and this o.ppo.l'ently 

oncom ... o.ced visit ution. By 19!~ 71 there uero r.wny visitors 

ar:;GJ.n--Ausu st t1'.:1.vol · e.xcoodod all previous Au£ust fisuros uith 

7323 people at tho South Rim--and U..'1ii'o:r>: :ed personnel Here again 

cont:1cti:ng the tourists, providing suggestions 11 o..s to the best 

vim·rs, beEt places to tako photoeraphs, and inforn.a.tion concerp..ing 

. SGolocy. n i·ia..Yly visitors Here "cui dod to parts of tho Fionu.tUcrt 

uhich visitors <.1o not ceo uni oss accor::po..niod. 11 In addition to 

ovcr-:J.ll increased visitation, tho nu:1ber of pooplo cor.1pizg 

~~as on tho incroaso, so that by July C?f 191~9 thcl,o ucro 199 
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car.Jpor::; l"'OJ!Ol"·i;ocl, up l:.o~-~ over tho so.r:w 1:10nth in 19L~l3. South Him 

cat:ipcround facilities ·vrore be inc; severely cui ticisod1 and 

con:-.cquontly nou firuplncos uncl tables uoro under con:Jtruction 

this m.u:r.:Jer. Rcco1•dod tro.vol fi[;UI>os for Scpto2·iibor of 19!~9- tmro 

up 52.55·~ ovol'' tho 194l3 8o)tanbor, und at this, it ;-:!ls concluded 

thG.t only ubout ho.lf of tho Co1oPo.do repoat-vinitors {bu.t 75% of 

tho out-of-state visitol"'D) nero bothel>inB to resistor. 

Pl"Obably One Of the first irnpol .. tont ir:::proV0T:1Cl1.tS in vi mtor 

facilities follotrlne tho t•Iar Has the opening of a conccs3ion 

stand (= "Rim Housoa) at Pulpit Rock on 3Che South Rim by tho 

:r:ochs of Hontro::;o in June of 1950. The l"im house cl-! d only a 
~ 

f~ir business its· f i.r:::t ~'Ur.L'1Cl.,ll hut clid aid tho Park Service 

by urginG visitol"S to register 'l.·rbile they Hero at the r.:onument. 

D..1siness Has bott;or the noxt yo~; c!.i'"ld the concession or.ployees 

11Hore most obliciP.g this aeo.son and aided tho P::!.rlt Sorvico a 

groat deal b-J acting us an infon:1;.:"ltion center. 11 Son~eone in 

Rocion 3 questioned this function of the concGssionor, but 

Guporinto!1de:"lt Irusbo.um pointed out that "yo~ ce..n •t aproad tha 

l!.O hr per uoek reg. service of a soaoonol ranger to r;Joot the 

public do1~1n.nd of tho 7 da. pr Heck, clo.ylight hours ·tl'UVol 

schedule of· visi tol"'s, and concossionor cooporc..tion has proven 

be:1.eficinl.1 2 In Juno, 1952, a neH gas l .. a..."'lge and rofric;oi."E'..tor 

Hox•o added to tho Rim House kitchen oquipmc:n t, 11·7luch has Greatly 

<10Cl"'OU8Cd the food sa.ni tation problon. 11 , 

CnnpGl"OUl1d fc.cilities continued to bo il'lprovod, and in 

AUL,ust of 2951 ovm~-nic;ht can_pers had shoun n throe-fold incronse 

OVOl' 1950; tho1 .. o Hero 500 at Lions SpPinc; conpcround durl.P-r; July 

of 19521 851 in July of 1954. 
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non:ll·rllilo, atton tion uas a.cain be in[:; ci von to public conto.ct 

~,.nd lntorpl~otive n.si.)ccts of tho I·~onuJ:1ont 'c operation. RuP-t;Ol~s 

Hc:l:u conductinG parties dmm to the bottom of tho crmyon once 

noro, tilout;h in ~null or nunbol"•s the....11. bcf'oro tho l·rar-; in June of 

19~1, tho south Rhn x·ecist;:r..,ation booth ua.s l.,Op[!intod and l"cpuircd, 

on Scj)tc::lb~l" L~-5, 1952, Park Hnt'ilrulist Don l·Iatson fl'Olil I·1osa 

vo::.·do "v~nit;od both rims to lool.c into posniblo e:dlibits for 

into:·,;,n"oti vo uso; Regional natm..,alist rratt Dodeo lHlS in the 

~:omt'!vnt on September 23 to inspect p1•oposod sitos for uayside 

0 .:-:biiJit s und self-guidine nature trails; and in October Sup or-

intc:idOilt Rose vis:ttod tho area to study 1-1ayside exhibit 

?o:;sibilities on both rimso 

0:::1 tho ovo of' HISSIOH 66, in 195l~, tho1.,e l!ere r:HJ..ny 

;:,cco:·.Jpli sl1r:1ent s of eli roct in·corost to vini tors-. Constr•u.ction 

'bo:~"1 on a fine neH Horth Riln crunpground in tho pinyons netu' 

c:1a~ Vio~·r. on the south Rim 1 ·Ho1.,k coE.tiloncod on the neu paved 
' 

~ntr~1co road f1.,om U.s. 50 to Bontuicl{ PG.l.,k 1 tho contract held 

;;y tLo Scl1r:1idt Co:nntruc·i;ion. COliipany; und tbis road \·ro..s ready 

:o:- tom>ists, thou.c;h not as ·yet paved, in Septe::nber. The north 

;-;~1 ,(::~trance road ~-ras o.loo being iluprovod (thouch not paved) at 

··:::i~J tlno, and o. vra.yside e711ibit uas put up thEn•o in August. 

.~n~~~ ;-:im tl.,oils to Cedar Point nnd Painted Hcll ·Here conploted 

.:..n .~ '1:y; tho Sunset Point trail in Ausus t. The folloHinc; June 

''.:f.r; '·-~ r•clo tr~dl to tho Horth R:ll~ t s Cha.sm Vieu Point uas lloll 

!. t tho boeinnillG of tho 1955 season the picnic gl"OtL'Ylds on 

:·,<· r, .t·, ,., l t;h fli1:1 HOrO Cl<Htrod of tableS o.nd f'iropla.coa, ~'1<1 the 

i ; I 
jl ' 1~ 1 • ill erounds equipment broucht to tho COl~lp[;l'OUnc.}"l.t Lions Sprind. 
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Vicitors -

p,n ['.dc.'li tion uus l;w.do t.o tho -South Riu concocslon ctc.nd in ,Ju.11o, 

nntl tho l~onu.r:10nt 1s fil~st raDGor nutUl"'nliot h."ld p:::•eptu•od an 

oYl1i1Ji·t of roclcs, uooe, e.nd flo~rcrs for th:3 regintr:.•.tion booth. 

Tho north Rim' o Gh'J.m:11 Vio~·r cil"'Cle tro.il trns coraplotod and tho 

nc.:::,ro~·rs ovoi•look tr~i1 st8.l"tod in July; and ·the oilinG of the 

entrance road up to !Jostuick Park o.ccorcpliE:hedo 

Tr::tvol for 1955 uo.s up 11.3~~ mror> 1954, uith L!.l3 states und 

18 countries reproeontcd by 578 205 vicitors1 u considerable 

i:1cron.so over tho first yeal" of l"ecord tuo decades bofore, uhen 

thoro had been L1.833 touci :l~s. But in July o:f 1955, fifteen cars 
monUDlO:rt 

cot stuck on a. nuddy s tl"•otch of. roo.d noo.r the South Rirn t-. en'cra_'rlce 

clurinr; heavy ruins, in.CJ.c9.ting tbat despite the many 11rrllJrovcrnonts ··-··· 

in vi sitar i'acili ties a.."td sc::."'vices <luring the E0ntl!aont 's histol"] 

to 1956, there 1ms otill much X'EZJ8.in:L"'lg to 'be a.ccomplishcdJ 
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· l - r-:nch of tho follouins uccount hc.s been bo.cod U})On the 
various nontbly roports for Dlo.ck Cm1~•on, tm.lO[W othori.rise 
indiC!1tod$ 

2 .. Report, HoHo.rd Dclmr to E .P. s. Chief A:...,ch.itoct, Au[;U.st 9-101 

193.5; ui th EonthJ.y Report, Ausuzt, 193.5· 

3 - Lotter, I-1run1;:o to Dir•octol", October 10, 1935, uccomp~:nying 
Dr::-t.Hing l!o. I3CG-£3001. Blncl-: Conyon ~ilo, :ratione.1 
Jl..rchives. 

4 - Lotter, Vint to Do!nuro.y, October 19, 1935. Dlacl\: Canyon 
file, national Jl.rchi ves. 

5 ... Heme for tho Secl'"'ctary of tho Interior, Jn.nuc.l.,Y ~., 1936. 
Black Canyon file, National llrchivE>s. 

b - Report, Jo.qk S~ Do.rl~ous to Su~0l'"'intm1dent, no c..s.te but 
probo.bly Doce.:.";lber, 1936. Black Canyon .file, ITo..tionoJ..: 
.1\rchivos. 

7 - Lotter, HD.l"'i1.er to CoJT!~Ol,Ol .. , July 7, 1936; Lotter, 'darner 
to nusb~):um, Octo1)cr 261 1936• Dlack Canyon file, 
Hation'J.l Archives. 

{3' - TI"Je first t~-;o Cft::ll.Jfire programs lWl.,e presented in September. 
1-Ionthly Ropol"'t, SeptelJber1 1938, 

9 - Lotter, Hod J. Bul"'ns to N'ttsb::u:tL-,1 Septenber 131 1939. · Bla~k 
Ca.l1.yon file, national /<..rcbi ves • 

10 Homo, Black Ca.!1.yon file, Hationul P..r>chi ves. 

11 - r.ro r:JQke business matters "HOl'oe, tho concession otru1d lHlS 
rob':)ed just tlu"'oe d[l.ys befo1 .. e closing for the soason. 

12 - Fontbly Report, September, 1951 • 
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CIIII.PTKT{ XII 

HLJOTI A~:D r:r:-c.R 0!13H!,'fi01rAL PTIOD!.·Bi:s: GrazinG, 
1-:u.ntiD.C, and i;ntQr Procure:·:.ent; Accidcl1t:J, \·lildlifc,. 
Firo Pl"'ctecticn1 Pro~:_Jcctinc, V~1ndali.s:r., 
n.r1d Ot~:.Gl., Violations 

In o. s:.Jnll lb.tionnl ?<!rl: S0rvice unit, op0rat~.c::w.l p::. ... oblcr:w 

in gl)n~rctl 8'c lLJiteC.; .:w"!d. ";hin fortunc.toly has- boon the situation 

a· o.t Dl.c0!: C:?~1'1JC:1. tl;.rouc;li the yoc..rse Perh:1ps the mo::;t bothcrsono 

I 
I 

• 
I 
,I 
I 
I 
I. 
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I' 
I 

sro.zine, huptill;S_.p und the procure:nont 
w~ldl~l c r.1an agemcn t, 

of ~-:'::.te:r 1 cxLd lesser itens such us c..ccidentc,~fire protection, 

pros:;cctir~g, V:illd::tlis.n o.nd other luu violations. 

19331 of CO'ltr:c, th(:;:rc had bocn grnz5..:1'13 of' cattle rnd cheep, rmd 

tha. t ~·-1ch. grazinc 't-io~ld continue 1 despite the :f'o.ct the.t or .. tho 

Hort:l !ib1, ut C!J:IY ro.te, a "no ctock crazin,:s 11 sicn un.s pl:::.ccd 

ulon3 the e:·2trance road juGt oa.tside the b?unc:.n.r-.r in 1936.1 

It is h:.u>d. 'l;o alter old undorstCLYldint?;s, a.s ev:!.de:nced by 

the f.;:.ct 'Gha!; in 1936 tho EJan -;-rho I'nJ.1 sheep on the t:l Gates 

Estc.to lmll3 borderinG the north Rim bound'll'Y con:Jid(n"ed that 

his :-.:-,:nee i)otmda.r;;,r e~te:ndcd right to tho rim itself, ond tho 

I'a.Ylger Has keeping him out of thin rightful rmgo.2 Tha l"'anser 

n.ske:i ~in hou soon the Park Service Hork c::u·,;p on tho North Rim 

uould ~looo and if t~1e ran.-""'er \·iOUld otay a::round after that cW.te. tJ -

At thi3 ti2:.o th()re 'H·~re oone 700 sheep a. mile beyond the bound!.'.ry 

alone upper Grizzly Gulch. 

Col··1plica.ting the g::.."n.zinc sltuo. tion uo.s the !'o .. ct thut t·ri thin 

the !~0~1'U:'.10llt itoolf trtere W.:\8 priVate grazing lrcnd, thOUGh the 
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19]0, it H.:ta ostinutod that thel .. O liO!'e 155.09 O.Cl'OS of c:ro.zi..'l"lC 

lru'1d. Hi thin tho Iiom.1nont (:::: 11 n.lion lc.n.d 11 ), lih croao this lm-ld Hal'.3 

rcportod us cor:.prining only 457 .L~O acres on. Hova::Ibor 8 or the 

snr.1e yo::tr, dcspi te the fact that durin3 tlli s intervul no px•ivute 
~nd been 3 

lrt..nd ~-;;r ndcl.od to tho r.:onunent holdinGs• 
1\ 

Tb.e crazing pressure varied from yom:o to year. In f:ll.'cy' of 
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1937 the shcepr.1cn HOl ... o told to koep thoir stock off tho HonU."ilont, 4 

and perhaps as a. conseql1.onco of this ndr:vmition tho ·Hinter of 

1937-38 so.t·1 no r:;ra..zill..g on the South Rim; D..nd the vegetation un.s 

in excellent condit-ion tho .!'ollouing spt.,ins. Tho South Rim 

ro.ncer 's strict policy t-ro.s not appreciated by cvoryonoJ To uit, 

the Black Ca,.'lyon Corn-1ittoo of tho Hontrose ChOJ';1bor of Contnerco 

r.1ot Hith hin on June 291 1938, to d..'i..~cuss tho crazinG situation, 

asldns tha.t he be leGs strict in enfol.,Ci.'l'lg gra~il"...(; ~ r'l.tlesi 

11duo to tho fuct thut the Honument is not co:mpJ.e··~o und becDl:tsG 

E.:-. Don.::las Lytle~ uho own:J adjoining property, had been so 

Coo.,.,c~"'!.~ve u5 ,iJ J,. L~ U .f.. • 

Tho i'ollouing year crazing activity hi.l..d increa.~cd to tho 

e:-:tent tho.t the ranscrs felt rim po.trol s Hel.,o ossontia.l. 6 

D"w:·inc; tho ua.r years protective vie;ilc .... "'lco ·ua.s l ... ot1uced, and 

craz.ir..g encroacluncnt incroo.sed. e1 
In Juno oi' 19431 us a co.sc in 

point, 600 shoep uero f'ou..'Yl.d grazine on tho South RLrn~ fino.lly 

being removed after a dincussion Hith tho oHnor C..'l"ld the a.rri vn.l 

of tho Superintendent from Hesa Verdo. Throughout the next 

sur,:Jcr, v7i th r.any boundc.ry sicns doVTn, the Hontlr.lcnt area ·Has 

ovc:rr"'lm by cat tlo. In 191:.5, sor:1e hol ... ses ·Here :t'll.nning looso on 

the South Ri.n, 3...'1d in oarly fall tho rc..'1Ger spent r.::uch of his tir.1e 
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cho.sin~ ofi' cattle. Over the \'lintel" of 191:.5-!~6 sheep cru~~od 

. 
hors0s t·Y!:ro fm.md t:>CJ~;>afHJine. It ".·rus ccti:c:a. tod th~t a. bout 25 

borsf's c.11.d 25 cc~ttle Here loose on the r'>C'uth Rim o.t this tirne; 

Hi th sheo;? on the Hcrth H:L"n. Sisns uero l·:nocked ovcl"" :m.d rubbed 
Sout~ Rit~ 

agc.ir.st bJ tho COi-!S 1 and on one occasion thoJ\ho-2dqua:t•tcrs 

btti 1c i:JC v:::.s ir..v~d!:)d and the roo.f dona.ged • r_r:"lo bG...""lci cf hOl"'Ses 

had to b~ chased out of the urea t:ro or- threo tiu:os do.ily. 

'l'ou.riz.t visi ta.tion boca•·1 to L"'"lcrcase in 1947 1 ~-rhich in 

turn inc~~:::::.6oJ :>I·o~lc:ms o.sf.l<>ciated uith liver;toc!{; tl"'cs~c.sn. 8 

or·d:;rs of O\..Jr1cr Q!",:~r1b~'r::-) de~pite 11keon OUJ1i 11 . to pl'ctcct ~~""- ....... u ~ a J;; Dl.c;n 

the South 111:-J t D r\:Cl."tCl, --·ur~,v u v .Jj.j-., • Tb.o sheep '\·.!ore clso ~-T.'mdOl'ing 

at.o·J. t in the ca."'TIPGl.""Oilnd, :r:mch to tho diSEay of c~'7!pors ·t-rho :r1adc 

be ":U~ncd to renovo his r .. nirna.ls fl"Or1 tho pu.blic c.re~ (though in 

rcn.li ty this "J?ublic rrroo." wa.s in private m.-nors~rl.r>), 'l;ho 

South Hir1 ra.nger osti!i~o.ted that in July of 1947 tho south Rim 

ca.r.;;>.;rouJl<.l uas in its 'l;.wrnt condition cvsr' clue to sho~p 

n.ctivity. 11 Cattle Here a.lso o. nuisance ·i;;hia yen:r, continuing 

to do....~ar;o ~:i.gns :.md co.use a roa.d hazard. On the Nortih Ri.."711 . 

~tock:wn had fenced _off pasture land ut 1:'-:>th cm.d.s of the 

Hou0v~r,. the possibility that tho Gates land vrhlch ::n.tfi..,OU.."ldGd 

:rlu.c:l of' thl3 lrorth Rim n.i.ght he sold to sl'~cp men aroused 

coa.·d.dcr~blo consternation on the part of the PaX'!{ Service. 

!11. l<J48, thm:.ka to the cooperation of sheep o~·mers, thor-a 

-vraa r.dnil::al shscp trc:::wpa.ss; but cattle grazi:."lg increas~d, 
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enpccinlly into the 1950 •s. 

co:\.t5.rmr: until the ::onumcnt bound:..1.rics "'roro fm~ced in the curly G_., ---
1960 1 s. •.rhc r.1o.in o:!.'fendel .. s becruno cuttl~~ uhich uith incronoinc 

\ 

ri'hC'!'C 1iL\!3 il:Vtl.ri3.bly a nma.ll hord in tho Lions Spr:tns C!tr.1P£7'0U.Jld 

a2:'-::0G.) :tn-Jo!::v-oniencinc; Cf'.r.rrcrs and gener.:~lly 1-rre~lkinr; huvoc ·;.rith 

the r-ite; ':)ut c.cu.in it rnu~t be rmr;er.~bered ttat the c.~pe::round 

1 . .~...• l "1 . ::t T..·m.ys o. po·-:;0:-::"!.I,J..? p~"'' u o::t :Ul ~ny 

·ullcrc fO:' ·Jcurs tho 'counde.rios Here poorJ.y r.1urlced_, portions of 

the I:onv.nent wel .. o ~ot x•ead..i.ly accessible by ps.trol, c-.nd protective 

persc1mel Hero fe·,r in 11U."'nbers if oven uvf'.ilo.ble. Also,) thG 

I:or:u.r.:ent t.ras so s:.:all thn.t gzne a.nir~a.ls l~hich F.i[)J.t be protected 

Hithin its boundaries readily ·wmdered ont~ido end Ho:>e liable 

to be killed. I:.r'ldced_, · Clu.ring_ tho I·:om.:tmcr~t s s fir!Jt yec.l"' the 

cu::todi~..,, Clifford L. :·nderson., cor,jplainod to the 1T .P .s. 
Director th<:~t the lil.ni ted ex. tent .of tho I':Ol1.tll1lU'lt r.1ade it d.ifi'icul t 

Asoistmt 
to tW:c; c:.:·re or gc-ll::.e protE:ction. 9 A Diroc'f~or CO:!:!TO.cl "l-J:i.r-th echoed 

thfi co.r1c senti.went in 1937 1·rhcn ho ua.s in::doti:--~ c~ an increase 

in tt .. o GiZO O:f the l:OHI.llUG1.t elQ 

The re:ost fln.ex•unt a.~tected hu.."lting violutlons take pl::ttJe in 
' 

th(J !'n.11, t:hen h'W.ltcrti _are out in-the SU:'l"'Oi.llldir..C cotL"ltry .during 

tr .. 6 1•e;u1a r st~to hunting nc.!:l.son. For nr~ny yo:.-..:rs the Eon1J .. mcct hn.s 

hn.G. :Jo:-::·.:.one or. dll'ti clUI•ing tbis per:l.od to p~.trol the t.l .. rcr.. f'or 
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violo.tion.'J, nnd peP:todically "Ho Hu.ntirJC 11 sicns have boc.n. po ~tod. 

::-'or o~f1:nple, in Ge:;;tcnh~l ... of ·1936 such nien.s ~-rcrc pJ.t1.ccd on r.clos 

and trceo for tHo niles ~-1cst~-:urd. f'ron~ Grizt~ly Gulch on tho Ncrth 
'11 

Rir., as uell us on.o on tho Harth Rira on:.l"o.nco r>oaCl .• ,...,.. '11hG n.uin 

c~U":jo nnix>JnJ., of course, is tho rJUlo doer; but in the r::ic-Tl'"!.irtios 

thore l13.S S0r10 rocional hlmtinc; Of' S.:lgO h(mS .12. 

Dnr~.n13 tho m:L":riC:L- -:>f' 1939 tho SUli10 populnt::~Ol". H.:l.S Up i."l 

the r-:onunent, a.ttrncti113 poa.chex•3; ann it 1-1 ns noconsary not onlr 

to dr:i.ve ·tho rim ronds J.e:co nt ni[;ht but aJ.no vis:i.t outlyi:.t\0 

p~lJ:'tS of the I!on-:.m~nt t~ c~iscot'!.r::t£:;0 pottC~1g. 13 The north Si:'a 

the 'bou..Yld~.,. £t:1d tD.l"nod over to tha GG...i10 HG.i'don t!u·o~ ::1en Hho ho.d 

no lico~ces.l4 L""'l Bo?tonbnr both the ITor·th snd S::>ut11. TIL"';l J:'.J.:::1c;ers 

r:c.into.inod a. co:-:t~tc,.nt t-::tt-~h slong the bound~l"ie s udue to th3 

i~cr€i?.sad s.ii:o.....-u .. t of htt.71tir_:.z adj~-tc~nt to tho ::t:r>e~ •• ul5 

co~tr;r>'?.ct tld.~, t;he, South Rim rnnsor t~r,s n;c-... de a ztnt~ dc:r;t::.-:y 

~ • - ~ -o'...., 16 A t + - .• ,.,'"' .. -o--,--tnr? ~:1:10 u::t1"'Cle!".:. :L"'l c.r~LYJ.e Qj. .J.,;L~C::.• f;;OVOl'T..!'Jr)n .,..:_".:>.ppc.:.· ·;,..; . .:. ,, ~·.r.~ ~ 

by the ranger, aesure:l llb tho.t he t-;ou.ldn tt :h.,c.p uithin the 

Eont::..:~ont. 17 

Th.ero ue~e r;~~ny sit;Ilr; of hU!'"lt.ins vn the N0vth r±-~ . di.i.l"'i:'.LG 

tho .:..utun_,_"1. of 194-3;18 db or hurt; ers U0I'-' bothorsomo on the ~uth 

deputy gano \fru. .. don; 20 und in e~rly October of 19L~5 ti.1.o Suui;h l1im 

rmz;cl') spent 110~t of: his tir:>e koopinG oi'f de •. n .. lru.:·ltoi•c, then 1~oved 

to tho north Rlm to p~ trol thG.t sido. 21 Dv.r:lllG October the ntj:x.t 
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yen.r the Uol"'th ili;'l l"'C'Sl[.;Ol" uncd n li ttlo DtratoGY by ooninc to 

the J:onu=:!ont fo1~ p::~. trollinG on un orl"'n.tic schcdulo " •••• so the . 
hu.'1.tera uould not l:n.ou for nuro just uhon tho rc.mscr ~-1ould sho\~ 

up. 11 Houevor, ho noted, 1~·.1ost of tho people that I hc.vo soon in 

tho country lruntinG do not t.ta.nt to hunt on tho r:1onu::-:Hnt1 not 

t1w.t they ·Horo afa."'.":~.id of 1-.:o bu.t tho.t they t-rn.:,"lt to soo that there 
22 

\-Till uhruys be door in that region.-

--- \'lith the· fencing of the l~onunont, und the innUL-uration of 

yeur-round pc1"co1mol o.t loaat in tho vicinity of tho south Rir.11 

hu.'1.~int; has perhaps b~comc loos of n problem in the tl~n.vcled 

portion of tho HonU."'i!onte I!ouevor1 spoptsr:;on still undoubtedly 

ontor tho l-1onu.nent n.t its nore inaccessible boundn.l ... iosJt l::nO".ting 

or not l:nouing tha.t hunting is prohibited. Sevol"Ul yenrs ugo I 

apprehended a. bou-~..nd-c.rro"t-1 deer hunter in tho vicinity of Rod 

Rock Go..'1.yon 'Hho had just tramped dot·rn, ompty-hnJlded, i'l"cm the 

pinyon-juniper uoodln.nd. o..long tho boundary but uho insisted he 

/J.90 

had not hur1tcd ·ui thin tho Uonuraent. P.nd a. local ra.~cher · cor.:.mcnted 

tln t he couldn t t seo anything HI'Oll.g Hi th ohootL'13 a doc1 .. or tuo . 
in tho l:!onuncnt udjc.ccnt to his land and rccl .. ctted tlmt tha 

ITo.tional Purl{ Service didn tt feol the sn:mo uay. 

l-Jn.tcr Pl ... ocu.rcment: · For a monument act t>.sido to protect a . ...... ··--
river c~~yon, it seems ridiculous that one o:r the mn.jor operation~ 

pl ... oblons hus i:1volv od procuring uute111 for domestic use. But the 

Gunnison River water, of course, is a lol'lG ua:ys uHo..y; :md tho 

I-:onunent t D tu·o rm.jor spl'"'incs; Lions Spring on tho South Rh11 a.nd 

Poison Sprinc;s on tho Horth Rin, produce only linitod, n..Yld not 

very pc.lo.tablc, Hater, a"ld in addition both Here initially on 

private lo.nd. 
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In 1936 uhcn boun<l~J.ry extcncions uoro boil"l.G looked into, 

ono of tho conGidol"'n:cion!:: involved "tho need of a uatcr supply. 1123 

~rhat ~ur.n:1or r·:Ul"}: UQrncr, on behalf of tho Eontro:3o Ch .. '1!!1bor of 

Cor::r."Jcrco to Black CCLYlYOn Go:rrni ttee, reported to tho !Tutional Po.rlt 

Servico that this co:-,rrJitteo ho.d an option on tho uso of Lion's 

SprinG nn<l even purchase richts for "n lil71itoc.l timo !I ::UJ.d uo.s 

un.itinr:; for "un udjuc.ication or un.ter richts relative to the 

~prin.ss on tho 1north' rim frorJ uhich tvo ho..vc boon obtctining 

Hntor for that oid.o of the nomment ••• u24 Tho yea..r Pl"'OVious 

thoro bed beon no indic~>Jjion that the otrner of the Poison Spri.Yl.gs 

lc...'"ld had c..YJ.y int~rest in selling it; 25 o...Yld Supcrinto!1dent l1ttsbnun 

of I·:csa Verde, e. o.t rJ.Uy ra.te, uas not optir:tistic a.bout deto.nding 

upon oithol" spring, notins that Lions S:'>riUG pcrioclically Ul"'iod 

up and that only by purchasinG all C?f tho Horth Rlr:1 sheep land 

could thono sprincs be obtrdned. Ho !'elt n. better solution 
. 26 

uould be to dopcnd upon c.2tcl1mont. B;r the t·r::..y, nuobc..u..r.1 'a 

obsol"'Vtltion about the sprir.1gs drying up proved propheticl 

T"ue visitors t:rere not h~)PY about the uo.tor- oituati0n in 

19371 o.nd many uho r0oJ.ly t·tished to c~p for the night did not 

do so boco.use of' la.ck of this purt;iculur facility. 27 .!Iot·zever, 

things looked up morncntt.U."ily in July of 193 .. / for both rint~. 28 

·The lTorth Rim ranger fou..'"ld u spring on ri'cd .All'YU' s lund l1hich 

uould reputedly furnish n.ll Hntor nocossa.:.'-7 both for headquarters 

and a coznpground1 at no cost. The rancor reported ho t·;n.s uo:t•king 

on n pln.n for piping tho uat~r o.nd u::s finalizing a.11 ugraenent 

ui th All:t"11• I·loam·rhile, on the South Riz;1 tho l .. anger ha.d fov.nd a. 

lil:ely soul"'Cc of ·'t·Itlter in tho druu belou tho old 'l·iork cnmp, tl:o 

1.-ratcr lovol c3tinntcd at only eicht .foot bclou tho auPi'aco; ond 
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A!::aistL!.nt Su:)crintcndent J.'r::..nlco had n.uthori~ed toct dl"illin,c. 

Fron n~i thcr vontu.re d:i.d any solution to tho ':.·1ator problo;.n . 
:::: o..t eriali zc. 

/lS tha 1938 '~..iourist season be~::m, the South Rir1 spr•inc Has 

ru.-minc uoll1 and it Has anticipn.ted that it 1-~ould supply the 

GUJ:I:·:er t s dc:-:Jo...Ylds ui thout o:n.y n.ddi ticml ~-m tor ha.uli:!le. 29 Later 

in tho yea.r 1 DouGlas Lytlo. began thinking in terr.1s or creating 

a tourist clovolopr:10nt on his lund nround tho spri...'"lg lL"ld visu.lllized 

C.oi:ns uuuy '\·rith "tho unsichtly pond o.t tho spring" U..l'lcl punping 

stock Hatel" into ~-ratoring t:roushs out of oicht of tho tourists. u30 

r:otbinc, or cov..rso.; cmnc o£ tlU.s schemE). 

A neH t".rist to solve the 1·mter p1"oble::1 for tho I!onur:1cmt t:ras 
~f! ?~9'~ 'S<:V"V\~C. 31 "I.t . 

vcntm•cd by-~ ~n 1938. £j felt that poi•haps lTO.ter could 

be obtained .from Poison Springs for both rins (2000 gallons a 

day). B:r this tine :tho rn~:.uw.ger of the Gates Estate, Upon Hhose 

1~'1<.1. Poinon Springs ~·:o.s 1oc~tod, vHis no longer interested in 

ci vi.-n..g the coverll!:wnt uater l"~ights but night s~ll then. Eea.."l.-

uhile, Roprcsc;1ta.ti ve Tc.ylor1 in going thl'•ouch tho !·!ontrose 

cou.."lty roc.or<ls,. found "porpotual O:!somcnt:} foz> the const:t"'Uction 

;;.nd nv.intona.."'lce of a pipe line from tho Poison Sprines urea 

.,~ t n32 across the intervenL."l~ lnnds to tho nonu!llcn • •. • 1-!usbaum· 

~ hoped that ho could interest ~villiom 'I!. Gru."lt of H. T. 

Grant :?.....'1d Conpa ... "ly, 11eu York, in pui•ch:1.sing the lund on the 

South Rin uhich included Lions Spring.33 It ~rus jw t as troll 

thn.t the purch~se failed to GO- th.rou,c;h1 si.nco by tho next s'1.1L1'!'1er 

Lions Spring hn.d become useless for dr.inktng purponos, due to the 

prolonsod dr-J He::-.ther. 34 
By ou.rly 194.0, t~10 Gutos g!;ta.te l:J.ntcd ~i,50,000 for · 
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upprox:is.c..tcJ.y 2,?',000 gallons pel" dn.y, uhich tho nation:J.l f':.:~k 

Scl">Vico cor.Gicl~n·cd 111.wyond ::;oc..son. 11 F. s. Hotchkiss, 1Jo.tcr 
. 

Co::r:dssionor of Nontrosa Cou..n.ty, Sttgeoste<! condcr:nntion or 

Ha:;or for do;Jostic pur•poses. J5 

r.rhcro hn.d ul::w been discus::don nbou t obto.inine dm:};;l ntic 

\;~tor fror1 t:"lc Gunninon Hivor o.t flivor Pol"tc.1.36 Tho }~ontrosa 

:,;~tor Unc~:3 A~sociation t-I:.ls Hilli!l6 to cooperate in punping 

Ha.t; or from tho d::t."rl, if tha P:J.1 .. 14:::.~rvi co Hottld make tn~l"'at'lt;enont s 
• 

Hi th the Gor::i!~liszic:r:or of P.oclD .. :~ation to obtc.rin tho Ul";iCUnt or 
unter n ecdod. Aloo, for sevc1 ... nl yo0.rs actuc...l con:::dde:r~:!.tion had 

been gi VC!1 to obt:.dning uatcr !'ro:u the Gu.r.nison River ~rithi!! 

the Eonl..l!:lent.37 . 

In u letter of P.;pril 2, 1940# the Hation:!l Park Service 

Senior E.1.ginocr gave consideration to tho vc.rious po ssj.bilities.38 

~szcntia.lly 1 he felt that it t·rc.s illF)ossible o..t th3 mo:r,1ont to .. 
• • • • • appl~on.ch the cubj oct intoll:t[jemtly because of 
the cor:1pleta ln.clc of ess~mtin.l inf'orrnation. L11 the 
fil"st pl~~ce, the locution: o. t t.;b.ich uator r!l!-~rt be. 
deli vcrod have not boen det0r.i1inod1 nor is sufficient 
ir~o:i: .. ~o.tion v..v.::ilrlble to estimate ub~,_t. the prob~:.blo 
volurao l"'Oquired Hill be o.t the vo..rious points· of usc. 
It is possible that there uill b0 a hec.dquc.rters in 
the vicinity of Jones Sm::ni t., Hith n station possibly 
in tl;e vicln1. ty of the loop no[\.1'' the loco tion of the 
north RiY: Road C8t~p. It is also possiblo tho.t a supply. 
of uat0:L' Hill bo nccossv.ry fol" co::l.cossl.ons in tho 
vicinity of the location or the South Ril~1 Road Grunp. 

Hith :respect to Poison Springs water, tho Scniortl E.."'lcineer 

noted th::tt it Has 3u.fficiontly high in elevation so tho.t o. pipe 

line could bo carried .from the Horth Rim dm·n1 into tho canyon 

ltnd to the Jonas SU:7!t.!it proposed hen.dquo.rters urea 11-dth 

ado quo. to pros~mre o.t this point. nS9 On tho other P-.-..nd, if 

uatcr HCl"'c obtuinod fl'02:1 tho river vritl1in tho I:onw~1ont.,- it 

~:ould be neccssn.ry to ha vo a pl.lnp in the. ecmyon :md o. c;c::1.erut~ 
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ut b.oadquat~ters to p1•ovide eloctl'•ic pOiJer .for the pn::-.p. He 

recocn:i.zed thnt a "certnin ar.:.ount of ,.,r-.tcr is probubly r.vtiln.blen . 
:t:'ror.1 Lions Spring, but this r.1ight not be sui'ficicnt for the 

needs of tho South Rim Road Camp a..YLd night have to be supple­

r:;cnted vrith ·t-rn.tcr piped from tho p1~opcned hen.dqttartern area. 

rrocm•ing water fl"cm the do.m o.t En.et Port~l \·;ould re(],Uil""O o. 

I!Vol'7fJ difficult and long pipeline" to tho .South Riin hoad.qm1•te:rs 

area ::md thcr:l ac:::?o~s c~nyon to the l{orth Him1 or o. pipe li.."le 

••••• It is ":'..pp2re:J.t tlw.t tho dcl:i.vo!'y of ~-rn.tor to the 
pvopel" points uill bo both difficult VJld expensive, 
rcc-:1rclless· of tho .source of' supply. L"1 oz.•dor to 
evc..luc..te the varioua systcmo, and to clctorrnino t-f.'lich 
one 1.s the r.:.ost cconor.1icnJ. in the loP..g r.m1 it ;i.s 
necc::H.Hli'] to .rak0 an e:n.c;inoerinr:; study of the various 
proble::;s. It does no~ .3.pper!.r c~dvin8.ble to _;:'.ppronch 
tho .Bureau or ReclGLU tion before studies ho.vo proved 
thv.t the cp.pply fron the East Pcrt~l is. ref' .. 1J;y the 
most satisfactory. · · 

In Nay of 1940 tho 1-1ater systen on tho south Rira 1-ra.s 

finally reported o..s ttin good condition, If and uith tho cistern 

und 11ono buncl:red canon tanks uhi ch 'HC now have the Ha.tel" 

problcrn i:l nbout settled. n40 lind in n sense the ·t-ro.tel" problem 

uas tcmporurily "about settled, " for durine the noxt decade 

the r-:onunont springs proved sufficient for the uatel .. needs. 

During the sur;nne:r of 1951 tourist travel t-ro.s on the 

increase, and it a.gain bect"..!llO necesoary to ru:ml in uo.ter for 

the South Rim from Hontros~, nt o. cost of' 1¢/enllon vrhich 

included tr-Lotck operation, cont of tho ~..rater, and personal 

oervices)J.l Ha.tor H:.lS luulod during tr.J.s sR-nr.1or1 l)ut until 

lato the no:£t sum:r::er it ;-ras possible to use Lions Sprinc uater. 

Then tho South Rim cia tern Has filled up l1i th un.ter f'~or:t 

Vont1•one 1 huulo<l in a ,500-gn.llon tonk ·locned by Colorado lbtionul 
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l!onu.!:Jont... Despito c;ra11.diose schemes to tho contrm"'y, fl .. Olli 

this t:i.I~lo to tho present the l-1onmncnt•s Hater supply i'or both 

rims has depended upon hauled Hater, stoi•od in lnrco tn.nks. For 

oxo..rnplo, during the tourist oeason of 195.5 about oishtoen t:.:.nlcs 

of H.:.l.tol .. t-Iorc b1•oucht in to the South Rir:1, 43 1rl. th cloro.."'t or 

cl1lol..,ine put in for pUl"ifica.tion. 

Solutions to the unter problom contim .. ted to bo explo:r•ed. 

In 1954 tho t"'·ro Honuncnt l.,W1,GCl .. s and 131n.l: o of Dol to. mn.do a 

"rater condition su1•voy of the Nor·th Rin44, a"ld in Jl..ugunt o£ 

the so.r~e yen.r o. spring uas located in Red Ca..11.yon 1.-Ii th f'lo\·1 

stron-c enough to fill a six-inch pipe. 45Inovitably, tho extent 

to -..rhich penn~nont dovelopnwnts can be realized ut Black Canyon 

national 11on1l.l~ent hin3es, Ll1. largo 1:1oasure, on the a.dcquacy of 

the Hater GUpply, hoHevor obtained. 

Accidents ond Rescues: It is anazing thn.t in a canyon area 

of creut potential d:::L'"'lgcr, accidents through tho yours have been 

of only minor connequonce,as has been tr~e of roscuo operations. 

Early in tho devclopr:;cnt of the Blo.cl: CC4"'1yon D-roa the 

r:ontrose County Cor..r..issionors put in so:;~e one-inch iro~-pipe 

cuard rails at sow~ of tho South Rim overlooks. 46L'1 n.dc:i tion to 

these Q.l.nrd rails, several nunsafe" sic:;ns hnd boon posted. Then 

in 1943 a rock Hall uas built at the South Rin's Cho.sm Vim.r,l}7 

folloued by more ua.lls in subsec..(Uent yen.rs. But in tho m::dn tba 

vn.riouo overlooks uere ino.d.oquc.toly protected U..Yltil ver":J .. 

recently. ?ho o:ucsono dopth_a o..pparently encouraged a. cel"tuin 

caution on the part of sightseers, ronulti:n.g in n. col:!ncndablo 

and indeed ~u1zinr; sn.f'ety record. Apparently no ono hus over 

been ldllcd in o. fall here. 
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Acc.idcr:1t n ut the I:omJJ!1cnt, thus, have be on of n minor 

nut;uro. :Ln. Jm1o of 1941 a Horth Rir.! vi3itor rccoived deep cuts 

fro:n a l"'ocl:: clislod.God lrhile oo lTlls clinbi~. 48 On Juno 15, 

191~6., tho runr;or had to co into tho ca...Y!yon to us~int out n 

r_j::tn n.nd his Hife t..rho hnd cone in ui th too nuch n tu.ff end not 

, t . 49 enou::;n s runJ.na. In tho full of 1952 a gro.vol truck backed 

i~to n tm.u"'ist 's car on tho South Riru rotld, sliGhtly dn.noeing 

i t.5~ Dtu .. ing Jt.u1c of 199-t- -n Honu.."fl slipped on c;ro.vel on tbe 

Painted Hall Overlook trc.il, bruisine her left knee nnd hurting' 

her bnck.51 'l'he sru·.1o ~m?E'lcr tt·TO IIounton, •roxns, cii'l scouts 

received rlinor l~Jdng injuries--a spnined 't-tri st und abrasions 

on the h~"1.c. • .52 'l'ho ne;:t August a H~t-t York girl dl.,ove to High 

Point in a rented car~ sot lost ~-:hile hi1dng from th:::.re, ended 

up in Bostuick Pa.rk uhere ::;he ee.llad the South Rim r~ .. JlGO!'~ "t·~ho 

gallantly brought her back to her c.utoraobile.53 

'I'his eivos the flavor of tha typo o:f ucci dents ru1d rescues 

oncom1tored at Black c~n.yon. As visitors and traf~ic increase, 

these occurrences 'l:Till nlso undoubtedly incr~ease ••• md perhaps 

bo of a more exciting nature. As a caso in point~ one recent 

rencue r.:ado a heo.cUino in tho Gr3.!"1d Junction Dni.J..Y. Sentinel, 

·Hhon ra.."lgers rot.Jcued by rope t't..;o Indiana Iuen stro.ndod on a 

ledGe 500 foot helot·T Dt>agon Polnt Ov~rlook.54 
!:,!;1.1 dlif'.e l!2...."1G.~~omcnt and Inr,ect Control: The so a.ctivi tios 

in n · m-:1all monm·;1ont such as Black Canyon aro cenern.lly li..7Jitod. 

Here, porb ... 'lps1 tha only major and recurrent problem h!l.a invo:bt od 
-

po!:•cupine dn.."nago to the pinon pines to-;-:c.rcls the uest end or the 

rir1 drivos, especially on the South Riin at High Point ar:onG thG 

patriarch pines.55 
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Li1 1936 the porcupines uore cnusinc 1:mch dar.~uso l-oth to 

troes n.ncl brush in tho r.:o:nUI:lcnt 1 und a kill inc procr~n ua.s 

in:::ti tutod. T1u"oa pol>cupines Hero shot in JUly c..nd throo (but 

only one of tho:r: Hi thin tho Eonurncn t) i.Yl Sontcnber. Considerable 

dana.co Has repOl"tcd neuin in 1937; and the i'ollouinr; yenr- Rc.nger 

Leach notocl incl .. casod po:-'cupino druna.se and ·roco:·:-=Jcndod th~t 

"contl"ol neasuros nhould be 1nvosticn.ted.''56Tho ReV-on 3 lT .P.s. 

office roquostod that 11il~uncdia.te authorization bo ci von to 

Superintendent Husbaun to inotitute tho necessary porcupine 

contl .. Ol in this r:onument, by shootinr;. n57 Later this your Dr. 

I·!c!X>u:3all 1 regional uildlife tochnicim f'or Recion .J, spent one 

day on tho South Rir.l and tuo on tho North, "inspocting Hildlifo 

conditions 11 l-ri th pu.rticulur attention to por·cupino depredations • 

A.~d in Scptenbcr, 1939, the Regional Office r.1a.de its rocoume..Yl.datio 

to control the pprcupinosa the Ol"ad.ication proerm~1 resulting in 

the kill inc of 10 3 this r1on th. The ar:Jount of neu dn.mn.ge in 1940 

uas so eren.t--the conp1ete destruction of: hundreds o:r tre\!s at 

tho Hest end of the North Rin Has roportod--th..'1.t the rc.ncer 

felt control by shootine uouUl be of little concoq:uenco. Houover, 

in 19L~O a.t lea.nt 39 1·1ere shot. 

In ensuing yon.rs the u.rr.ount of danac;e fluctuated; i.·rhilo · 

the orn.dication procram apparently 1-tas dropped until 19L~:., t-rhon 
514. 

there a.~ain t-r as a grea.t increase in the population. ·The rodents 

uore even chotdl:l[; buildings and sic;ns on the north Rin• The 

ranGer there, ui th a homesp1:ffi sense of hur.or1 :Pcported killing 

a "pork'J 11 in July of 194h 't1hic.11 had o. tn..ste for outhouses: 

nFuncral scrv:tcoo t·:cre hold for him July 19th. He ato.r·ted to eat 

the house the nicht or July loth. u k.1ong the oisht shot on t'}1..o 
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north Rim in Aucunt of 19L:l:- u~n o:1e "sittinG on tho sc~t L"'1 the 

o'-!t-door toil0t. 11 

By 1950, or:Jr?.zincly enou[jh1 thoro lw.s no fresh porcupine 

acti vl ty reported, but i'i vo years late:!., ~Sl~10.GO un..s incro:1sine 

ru::onc tho pines ut HiGh Point. In all, pcrh...'lps several hu..."'l.~od 
/ ' 

porcupines 1.-rore elir:-1inuted durinG tho 1:onur:1.ont 's first tuo t 

dccudos, \·Tith qucstionablo results. 

SOi?le or the lesser ~-rildlifo p~"Oblo::as t·rcre bizo.rro ones. 

Fer cx.."l.."':l.ple, in Septenber of 1936 pn.c!~o.ts ~H;ro causing trouble 

'1t t1.1'-" ~ .... rort:h n~-. ·-rorlr C!1)_·,.·1p.58 I A t 19hl t 1 
"T .... h R.e-(.~ o 1 v- ..1..1:1 , -~ - n \lg"Ul I ·! ~.t -.10 J..OI'u •..1..1•! 

ranger "'.-ras shoot~g prairie dotjs nt the upper e..,_d of Grizzly 

Gulch becn.uso the poison vlhich tho l"onchol"S 1-' . ..rJ.d boen puttins out 

for the rodo:!lts 't·W.z ld.lling the so.ge hens, u.11d shooting seer~od 

a more. selective "~:my in uhich to elin:.ino.te the prairie do:;s • .59 

Fish Mru1nG,;nent problems t-rero certainly of little 

consequence in this IIon~ont; but sometinos tho level of tho 

Gunnison River in late r.runner t-rould fo.ll so loH fuat the fi::h 

population Hao endangered. On such occasions the runecrn uould 

call the curotakGr at East Po;;:-tal U.."ld aslt that more ·Hater be 

60 
relc::tsod over tho dam._ 

!nscct clo..;.:1D.Ge Hithi?l the Honument has never h~en serious 

enough to cause o..l'l.y pal"ticular concern. rrhe pinons on tho 

1-iorth Rim uore in:.:;pected for ins0ct a. tto.cl{ by J);)no..ld De Leon, a...'l 

eatmr.olocist from tho Borkoley offico of the Hn.tionnl. Park 

t , .t. t• 61 4'}::tu :~.:me. 
In the 1939 smm1or there uus a. minor beetle 

ir'.i'cn·tat:ion, 62 [4"1d in Ausust of 1941 the pino bectJ..;, L1fcsta.tion 

uus re-ported a.s 11not b!l.d. u63 
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F:i.ro Protect~:..O!l: JW. thouch tho r~onU.i.'.Wnt is located. :r.n CO!::i-

nr5.d couat:r:.-.y t11Hil~c in su.nT.:or the i'iro clnnc;er w.:ty be hich, thero 

have been no ne1•ious fires Hi thir.. tho i!om.u:1ent [;1ncc its 

est.::tblish""Jcnt. 

Hhon t.Ho ooC~.sonal p..-1.rk :ranger poe it ions t·Jero not up for the 

sur:t:;le:::" of 1936, it ~f<-\3 noted that ruuonc oach rrulGor's dutios 

tmuld be "pa.t~olJ.ine for possible ••• fil->es. f!. n64 .· In the fr..ll of 

this s3r1e yoro.", Dis~1·lct Forentel~ Jude s. Burro;·rs visited tho. 

r.Jon::.~ent and reco2:1nen.d$d a.ft('}l'WEU"ds that a coonerative firo ... 

fichtiP..g e.creo:.1ont Hith thou. s. Fo:~..,ont Ser ... ~Tico bo Got ttp. 

, 
thx·ouG-1 the ye2rs bet~-m-:::1. BJ_ack Cr".nyon a.'1.d other rcc;ional 

orG::.nizations and indi v.:!.d~.Us for the suppresoio:n of fire. Por 

the ot:tn.rr.er of' 1938, fo1., ~x:? .. :mple, a co~plete i'ire oreanization for 

the r:onur.ent HUS ce:tablishod by tbe ttm sco.sonal l .. &.'1SCl ... .n, i:nclucling 

phone nU!r.bero end locations of cooper·~tives, ntandintj orders for 

food nttpplies for fro:.-1 ten to fifty r:en, mn.ps .sb.o1-rine fir0 trails 

and cover t~rpos, location of fire fighting ecrJ..ip1~ent, and. u doctor 

Hl:.o could bo cc.llod in case of emergency. In I·!c.y of 1940 

concludod ~d th Unco:mpahe;r•e National Forest ~"1.d the nt vioion of 

Grazing in 191~2. E.:u. .. l;r in tho 

nado ~!ith non in Dost~rick Pa.rk 

~'Ul'.uner of 1946 c.n !!CX'oo.:nor.:.t l-!S.3 
to 

to come up 1\ the l7on'.lr.l en t in the 

send r:wn, ur .... on :-oquest. In 195l1. tho I-!onunont rccoivod a fi1.,e plan 

from tha Durc[;.U of I1nnd Han.:~ee::ncnt, c;i vins n.:•.r.wa, ~dc..._!~Dc:Joo a..YJ.d 

phono r.:.um'bo!'S of ull t;'hO COUld bo called upon £or 0.3:JiSt!:i.llCOj 
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To lcp1:ont' ·• 

su.r:n;-zer oi' 1937 P.oreot Scr·vice-type firo cachcn 'HC:l"e OJ."dercd. fer 

1::ept filled 11fcr :bl:iJC<.liQto use, :lncl tools· ere pl::!.cod Hhere they 

o.re inntan.tly z..vr:.!lable." l>1.1ring July of 1939 udd.itionnl fire 

rir:1. 'rhe !rcrth Rim l7 El1'l8er o.t this tir.:~o constructed n. tool box 

in the po..t:::'ol car. The !lcxt yetu" now fire tool bo:;:es uer-e 

recoivo:::., a.~d n. fire hcusc ~rus b~l t to hold tl:cr:1. urt h~s been 

Here obtained thin same 3tu:l!':~0I'• 

Ft; 1943 each rii'i! had a fir•e cache uhich o:nyone could us~, 

set up a11d p!l.rt:!.a.lly oquippod~ 7o cut dm·m oi1 fir·c h2.:l,al"c!.s, 

rou.dside Heeds ~-rerG periodic!dly l"emoved by the ranz;el"'S 65, r:.nd 

tho feH fire trail:: 'Hero periodically 11 bl .. unhod." lfnen f:i.ro 

dcmgol" bect~r;o axtro::;ie, th5 rn.r~~n,s ;.-rould occnnio:1c.lly put up 

~1arning sisns ilt the picn~.c are~~~ . cuch as the 1955 cnes fo1~ 

Drcson ?cint and Hich Poir:t 'Hhich rend. "Ploc.eo, no f'i:res in t1:1..is 

aron.." 

The Eon:.unent 's conw.endable fire pl<".11s, coo:tJe:rativo agreenents, 

ooVol"'O tz~;:.rt; und inC.oed it is difficult to I:lO.kc c. very e:-:.citing 
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c.ccou:.t of tb.o !'1rcn lrh.ich ~-.... tl..,,.,. v·~ c~ .,.,.t t"r 
~· -~"-' ..!.. ·--~ !) 

!:omt~0nt. In Jnly o£ 1942 a burned :::roo.. t-ras i'ound belou Hn.rner 

ru1din 
I 

I•oadsido firo pl,obc.bly otarted by o. c5.e;n.rctte• Ton ::om>n luto:r 

.• 17 

there s·2.s v. fire about a r:d.lo f'rolil t!u:: Sou.th l".ntl"f'.:lCG ros.d out side 

of the !·:onumcnt uhich R:-.n.:::er Dobbins and thr•eo others fought for 

thPee hoar::; untll the Burec..-:1 o'f: Lru1d ga_:"'lr:..c;~·:.:cnt C.l"l"i ved. 'l:·Ti th a 

ere~.: of 15.66 The fir~ bu!':lcd n.bout 1~.0 2-crcn e....'1d if not discovol"Gd 

'"'"' .3 ""U""'""r"' ~ ""er1 ,.. ... , .. ly ,.,.~ --··ht h"V"" ""'r"""..., rJ i !1_'-,.o ~-:1 • ..._ .... -:".·,•o1_-.-ur .. ··c'L"~.t •. <.._...;.l.;.· ..., ~,;.· '-'.:>.:> '·• ._,., .. .._ .;.o.J..0 .,... v "'.1/ vr.... , _ ~ ~ _v • +- • • Or>. 

occasion fisho!'.i'len lWuld ino..dve~tcntly r.ta.J."'t firen alone the 

river, ~·i15.ch luckily ahrn:y,g bar:1.od themselves cut before too r;.uch 

dn.r,JG.c;e occuri•ed~ In October of 1951!. n. potentially electrifying 
- ' ' 

:fire :might hn.ve cccm'Tcc.~.;.-but cl.idn •t-- ti'!lon tho tel{}phonc box 

~~:.e.c.~t~z..: Pl"ospect1.nc;. hns never been s.. p:r•obJ.en in tha 

Black C-9-nyon a.r~n, inn.m::uch as tho ro[~ion is not 11econOiTiic~lly" 

nineralized~ Houover, du.rinc the sttr:~::ier of 194J.; uhen l:!lncraln 

Here in do!':lUnd~ the SUpcl''ViSODy ro..ngors had to lfo.<Jvine a £300d 

rnm1y prospectors agn.innt D.ctivitywithin the Non'lu:~ent;. 1167 

V!\IW!>T..ISH and other Vlolr.. t5.on.s: .. . . _...,_ ---... ............. Inevi tc.blyl ~..rlth increased 

accosr.i bili ty of the Honumcnt dttring the S1.2T:r.:1er, e_nd even 5..nto 

the tdnter, thera has been an associated increace i."l vru1.dnlis:n, 68 

e3p0cia.lly by so-culled nlocals-." •mi~ ecnorally has trtlwn the 
mostly mc..licious·, 

form of rd.nor <lo.mue;e, to r.:onumo;:1t ~igns snd ot!'lor r~an.-mnde items, 

c~yon. 
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Hc..ny of the!>o l:ind.s of violn.tions ho.vc rc..thcr ~1aturo.lly 

tho ,P:l.>O blr.-~ f!. 

1')1' ~) _., ..... 

nan to !l ym·rning c;•:~rgo; end on one o~cnsior ... cvo:n n st['.to l:.i[;h';..;ru:y 

pntrolr.i:J!l rolled ro~~s into the ca..v:yon, on .ru::!_y 2~., 1936. 

Th.roush th~ yec.rn the r~ . .n:;er~ probably rcpriJ':landed visitor:J for 

the offend$rS n-ero r;encr<:>.lly pleo.so.nt in their reaction. One 

tourist H'!1o Has not apprehended h~.d !'. · cc~1~c5.e~c~ 't·lhich forced 

~ confension four yo~s aftor his dEtardly doed;69 

••••• A friend of r'Jine u~d I visited S.1c..ck Cn.n:ron, nnd 
uhile ~:e ¥tore thor~e ue yielded .to a dosiro to push nome 
roc!{tJ ovor the eclce of the p:t.:o<)ci:ri0e, havins cront 
plcc..surc in hen.l .. inc tho in:cnso noise cre~t tod by the 
rocks f r>.J.l5.!1[; n.e;n.i:nnt the J•ocks 1)olou. I vell rl!lo.lizo 
that 'He should not b avo <lone this,~ ::m.d I nond L'!Y' 
sincere ~pology. I ?~ n Cl~isti~~, D~d I felt it 
necessary to got in touch lli th you conce1·nins tho 
!?!:'1 tt-~.r. 

Flm-rer picld.ng HO..s anot'h~r actlvity enco.ged ·.in by toupists, 

ram 1.,anr::er r:1ad.o p~tic;1lo.r note o£ this hRpp onin.G during ·July of' 

Signs uore occo.sio:1a1 ly dei'uced '=>l' even rcr.2oved. D'..1ring the 

i:linter o:f 1946-!~7 V:lncb .. 1.s riddled a nign on the lTorth Rir.l, and 

45 'ltd.nter. ~ On July 91 1936, a. Hontl"ose boy scrutcl1od his 

na1nc ~nd d~.t., on the tin roof or tho South Ri.TJ l"'egintration bo}:. 

Foll.m-dng up on the inc:r>i:ninating -evidGnce_, th~ l .. D.ll.Gor h~d too 
boy t s fc.t.h.s:r bri!'l.g hir:1 1)Q..Ck to the r.:onV!llCnt s nnd pai11t out the 

D..::::>in~ the 1936-37 'Hinter :::;oneone shot tho pulJ.oy off the 

firopl~ca e~ill3 woro 
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In , 9 ?(... n·;r ('1 · -.::;._,,...0 :-... ~s..""' 
... o.h .,.)'-' 'V • J. :. ~ ""' ....... , ... v rJ • 

"') 1 a I 

;)!'O.f.0 J.n-co the South R:i..::n cabin 

FJ.50, t'ho f?.outh R:!.:m conc~zcion st~1d ; .. ro.s on.torf}d by so:;:e :JO'l.4"1-3 

On
,.... p.• .......... ;! - -,) -.\..~,.. ..... 

,.,...,1 .,.,.,-:-. .,...~~·~··n...,,1,a._, 
~..... - .,.,~- .,.l.....:...-4-...;..;.:;........- ~u.· 
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CiltLP'I':CR XIII jc_ofJ 

THC EISSION 66 D~~CADE: 1956-1966 

. 
Untionc.l Parl: Service, since during this yca..r 1-!ISBIOH 66 1-m.::f 

ins ti tutcd, o.. progrc:!i1 of staf'fing nnd devol.opntcnt uhlch 1.-rou~d 

enn.b1e the nntiona.l pnrks and r.1onu:ments to servo sone eo nilllon. 
. 

vinitors o.nrnw.lly by 1966. ~ t·n1crea.s Blucl{ Canyon Uutional 

VonU1:1cnt ma.y ho.ve boen slighted by the federal uorks Pl"'Ojccts 

Of the 19 30 f s, it HO.S COl'tainl;,'" to l"0D.p -tho benefitS 0£ this 

neu dcca.do of inpl .. ovcmont. 

Tho devolopmonts at Black C&""lyon uhich stm1.d out~ o.s HISSIOU 

66 con1cs to o.. close_, include cspocia.lly tho ncu paved South Rim 

b.; d:nmy nnd tho a.ssociatod puved entrance road f:r'On U.s. 50, the 

relocation and dcvclopnont of the large carap[;l"'o'\..L'l"ld and umphi-

theater on the Sout;h Rirl1 the irnpr'OVC!.":lont of.' truils o.nd overlooks 

o=t both rims, including the instulla.tion of adequate gunrd ruils, 

th~ dcvolopne!lt .or solf-gu-lding naturo tra.ilo on both l .. ims 1 as 
' 

ucll as ro~dsido e:.d1ibits, tho consolidation o_11d i'oncing of the 

bOi.mclarios, inpl"ovoment of the north Rir.1 co.:np[;t"''und and l"Ond, 

inCl"CUSO in ~OI' str::ff 0...11d inauguration Of C. !'C[;Ular day-liirne 

~"1d evening interpretive pl ... ocrom, the azsiGmnont of a ycm:•-round , 

super,visory rru.J.ecr to the Honumont, and ir:lpl>OVcmont of the South 

Ri~ concession stand. As less evident but perhaps loncor range 

adva.-·1cos: tho preparation of a detailed manter plan for the 

Eonuncnt, an interpretive muster plan, m1d a. conprchensivo 

rm£:CU.'1l pr-ospectus, uith construction of n not-1 South Rim visitor 

ccnto::."/hondquo.rtors o...11d ne1 .. r lhouch l0ss pretentious buildings 

for tho Uorth Rim imnincn.t. At tho ~:.no ·t:U:~e <luri~ thio period 

there rcnuinod unsolved sor~o of the lonc-pJ.nc;uing problons uuch 
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Prosross, to be suro, u~s slol.·t at Blo.ck Cru1yon for tho 

firot foH years of' l:ission 66. 1 Indood,. during the fi1,nt yon:r 

nost of' tho developments HCl,o outnido of tho EomlJ:,lont. Sui•voyinz 

co!:!::~cncod in July of 1956 on the noH· state cntrm1co 1.,oa.d. froo 

U.s. 50. At the sta1.,t of tho north Rim entrance 1>oo.d in AuGunt 

a local Lions Club erected n. 3 tx6' sign reaW.ng "Black C~Jlyon," 

(i2tx2l}') ::dens with a pictul"'o of the canyon, tho caption 

11Follou Ili-o;·TO.Y 50oeeoooto the Bluck Canyon of tho Btu-mison 

He.tional I·ronunent., 11the conyon depth, a..'ltd the notation that tho 

Eon'Ur;lon t 't·ms free. The sa . siv.1s Here to be plucod strategically 

th::oushout the stn.to, including one at FrJ.itn. a.n.d ono at Cnnon 

Hithin the l1onu.r:wnt, the. So-o.1th P..im concossioncl" opened 

on Ju..'1o 10, 1956, with a n01-1ly cons-tl"uctod (h'J tho n .P.s.) 

scuer and hot a..."'l.d cold uator sys te:n Hbi ch groo..tly inproved 

::ervice. An.d in lute s-u.rarn.er Project Ehginoer Hiol Gru_Tlicen 

and ?n.rk lhturalist Dt·rl.sht Rm.:1ilton visited all of tho overlook 

poi..TJ.ts on both rins to doto!."nine thG nt:J.nbcr oJ: poats i:or 

planned &~Qrd rails. 

Tl1e ~:wst -h1portcmt initial imp!'OVement involved the 

co:;pletion of the now paved nppl"oo.ch road :from U.s • .50. _,\.:l't;hougb 

tho existing entrD-!"'1CO road uas dutifully maintcti1'1ed1 and 

certainly Has en irapl'OVCi'TIOnt ovor the old narrOH r•on.d which 

uas still in use in 19L~7, it discourugcd mnn.y visitors,ospccia.lly 

in bad Heather. Indeed, tho strotch from Bosttrick Park to the 
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cntrllnco, tho lnst noction to bo ir.1proved1 tran litorc..lly· 

:if.1;>n.ssi blo in uot Hcnthor1 a dD..'l10oi,ous e..."1.d nlippo1 .. y" r.~ol .. nss 

oven ui th chains. During ro.iny sp olls 1 s mrorn.l do.ys 1-rould 

so;,:,etir:es pnss uithout any tourints cvon being ublo to ru:wicuta 

this aoction oi' l .. on.d to the Honur:iont. 

II:lght-ro.y ·t-rork u:.s boe;m1 in Iln.y o:r i957 by tho H9.rl .. ioon 

Construction Cor:pa.ny, n.nd by the end of Octoqer tho black-top 

.finish coat \vus canplotod to the Hom.tr.:ent bou.ncL'U'y. The non 

road Has being uoll usod by L1.to the noxt spring, tdth 5739 

visito1 .. s co:~;inc into the Honument from 1IiG11t·ray 50 du:c."ine tho 

nonth of Ho.y1 1958, o. tra.210r .. dous increase over p~ .. ovious yearn. 

on Hay 251 1958. At 1:15 p.m. o. ribbon. Has cut on Stu to nouta 

34 7, as the entrn:-;-1co road Has dcsir;,"Un.ted, by tho U.s. ;;o QUe on. 

A procession o:r curs then pr•occeded up the neH ron.d U:."ld into the 

I·l'onunent 'f?o Pulpit RoC:~, ,,rhol.,o adclresses ucro dolivel"•cd over a 

public ad.<lress systen arranc;ed fol .. by the Eontl.,oso Ch<'-.l:Ibcr of 

Cor.:::wrcc. Speo.kcro L:.cluded Ror;iona.J.. Nuturalist Eduin Alberts, 

SUperintendent Bussey~ rui.d Hr. Halters, chairma..?'l. o:f the Eont!'ose 

Lions Club Botte~J.J'1ent Com.r:<ittoe. 

This nc·t-r a"'ltranco hightruy ·t.-ras g1 .. oatly to encom .. aee increased 

travel to tho South RL~, as already sugcosted. By the end of 

July, 19581 visitation "t-ras up 1~5~ over tho pl"'ovioun Juno o.nd 67f, 

over July of 1957. Inevitably, houevor, touris~.;s 'U(;re coing to 

be discom"a.god to diccovor, ·at tho end of thio i'ino eatra.nco 

ro~d., a. relatively u11ir.1provod r:onurnont ri!~ ronc!. And by raid-

nur:mcr thc!,e HOl"o many com;::>laints fr'Om drivoro tib.o e::q;cctod to 
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find a pu.vcd l~on.d all tho 1:ray to and t:.lonc; tho rin. 

\'lith incl.,easocl visitation, the ppoblo:r.• of public sc..i'ccy at 

the vc..riou3 ovorloolm intonsii'icd, On. Jm1o 5, 19.58, flel3ionul 

Dircctol" Bn.l:cr, Rociono.l Chief of L1terpretation Gror:;s, Super .. · 
i 

intondont Thls::.:oy ru1d Supcl.,vlzor·J' Ra.."'lGC!' Ivcs r.Jad..e n...'ll ins~)cction 

of the So·J.t!.1 Ri:n to, or1ong othor thinss, deton:1inc cum-d ra~l 

loca.tion.s. L"l Sopta:1bcr of this year &"Uru. .. d :..,::dl const1--u.ction 

c<hT·JCnccd at· SU:.1sot VicH on tlw South Hin (Soptcnbor 17) C-'11d 

r.noe1ing C·SJ..lilOl ·on the Uorth RL"n ( Scptm~bcr 22). B-J the end of 
nonth 

this yon._;:: a curbir..g r..nd been .finish3d at S1L1sct Vi~; and Cllasn 

Vi~Y.-1 o..nd fol.,r.:s 'HCl"O in at Cro cs Fissures o-..rorlook, tho p:>ojoct 

/211 

fOl" tho South R.ir:1 thus being 2~% conplctod, On tl1c ltol.,th Rin1 

lihero tho project uas 207~ cor.tpletod1 railings Horo in n.t Kneeling. 

CrJL1el and 'Big Iclm"ld overlook. Hork uas to continue on the c;u~ .. d 

rails rutd cu: .. bs at oxistinG overlooks fm ... tbo next ~-ro sca:::ons1 

finally bcins co:1ploted in .Hovocl1;er of 1960.2 

Incr0nsod viGitation also nocesaitatod incroa8od visitor 

i'o..cili ties, includ:L~ int erproti ve dcvolop~-:~ont s. In AuLunt of 

Dr. Richard Beidleman of Colorado College visited both rims and 

. bogru.1. tho dovelopnont of un interpretive :master plan for. tP..a 

r.~om.u.":iont Hb.ich uas put into an initial drai't in Sopte.::Y:bor, 

subsequently to bo greatly revised and iuprovcd. 3 In thi3 r.m.stor 

plo..n uas tJention of" the proposed South Bin Visitor Center~ to be 

located oricinn.lly a.t the ne!,rly nr •. mod Gtrclnioon PoL'>lt1 a 11Y~vapni 

Point" t-ype of o..ttondod observation station on tho Ho:r·th Rir:1 at 

trails and roadside exhibits. L:-~ter, theco tb~.,oo inclividuu.ls 
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ucro to Pl"cpc.ro u dot~lilod r.:n.tneu:.::1 pl"•ospcctus fol"' the South Rim 

Visitor Center, u doc<.u~!ont Hhich ulso su1Jsoqucntly undorucnt 

considcro.blo revision by non:y individuals, inclu<linr; Park Hutul"Ulist 

Pat I-:illor. ~. 

As another intori)rotive dovelopracnt, un information trl"dlor 

"t-ms pa.l"kcd at Pulpit Rock 3tartinG in July of 1959, generally to 

be 1:1annod by uniforrJod p cJ.. ... ::::Ol1l10l. Tho next Juno tho tl""~n.ilol., uas 

coved on to Chasm Vim-r, despite the fact that a tro.vol sti.ldy 

ind.icutod that only 287', of the ~~=tt~~~-o I!ontU:lat'lt visitors 

ever cot that far along tho rim roud.5 On tho lTorth R:L-:1 the 

Haysi de o=11ibit shel Jlior ue.s shifted in Aucust1 1960, to the w:Un 

entr.:mce ro3.d junction and ir:::plcnted near tho :fla.cpole.,· a r;iore 

lot_;ical plucc than its f'orr.1or location i'tu-.thor n.lon.g the rim 

drivo. 

D..1rins tho initial phase of I-IISSIOH 66 thcl"'o Has some 

devolopli:ont of limited interpro"l:;i vo displays and tl~ails. In mid­

s"ll!3::el~ or 1957 exhibits on tho canyon i'orrJo.tion ·t-roro oroctod on 

both ri:.1s, oJld Hork connoncod on an ir.1provod trail out to 1·1 ~er 

Point. T'u.o next July a H~::.rncr Point Trail siG-n uas placod ut 

llish Point, o.nd nrrm-.r siGns_ Here plnced str::..tesicaJJ.y alons tho 

course of tho tr:.dl. Also this surZ!lor (1958) sclf-c;uiding natura 

trails Hero developed at Cedar Point on the South Rira and Chas:n 

Vie-r.-1 on tho Uorth Rim. 6 . 

The nu..YJ.bor of Honu.ment visitors, especially thozo stc..ying 

overnight in the South Rim cru:apr.-;round, uas bocm:1inG such thflt 

r•oro por:::onuli~od inter-pretive sol"Vices ncor.led in order. In 

Au2.:ust of 1958 Purl< Ho.turn.list Put gillor ;.md Rociono.l H[:turalist 

Alberts Vi::;i tod tho 1-:onunon t to ri10.lce plc:ns for llniehtly C~"Jpfiro 
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pro[.;:rX,!s nncl d[dly no.tu:r~ uo.lk~ n.nd cmto cc.'..rn.vo..··w. 11 By nonthta 

ond tuol vo cx;r.:..)i'iro pl ... ot.;rx:.1s had boon civc::;J. to 413 peoplo, 16 

-natm..,o un.ll:s uoro schoclulcd uu~ only sovo:i t:;ivon, '\rith l.J-5 

p~.-....rtic:!..pc.n·::;s; and auto tours 't·t0ro ~c'!1oc.l';.llcd but ncv.:n" led bocau.so 

of' lucl: or interest. Con due ted Ha.lbl D.r."1d tc.liw, o.f course, had 

boon civ()n Pl''0Vious1y in Dlacl~ Cu..'Lyon Hn.tional Hom.u:;cnt bu.t 

nove:." boforo as n. l''outino part of tho r~onm:1cn'ti t s ope1 ... ~1:tion. 

L"'?lJ?rovocl f'ucilitieo ~~nc. f'avor>o..blo publici.ty m::1.dc J.959 a 

cood t~~vel year; ~'Ld on October 31 the sonco-:1. t s 100.,000 visitor . 

yom10 sons • TLey :Iel .. C civon o. cuidod tour of the So:!th R:i..n 

points of interest, tt't~hcro tho soolo0-y of tile Cm1yon t-m.a 

e:.cp1.U.nod to then us troll ao tho floJ;a and fau..'l'l.a of tho aroc..." 

'.i.11o fullmd .. "1C; s~~e~ 98,287 people had e~reaey visitod tha 

I:onur:.cat b;t tho end of ·Au-:.:.ust, a..'"t L'l'lcrcusc of 20;.:; over the sm;1e 

of 19591 prob:1bly scl'VO<i as a minor added induca:nent to 

visi tn.tion. 
paved . 

He1rl\ l"im roa.ds for both rims, but c specially the South Rim, 

had been unticipo.ted for oor1e tine; nnd f'r01n August 6-10, 1959, 

a. tcnn of U .P .s. personnel ~ms at tho South Rir.1 :;:;1aking a 

pl,olil--:iinn.ry 1nyout of. tho nmf :road there·. 'll'flio te~n included 

three l:iell from tl:"..e ~·Jcstex•n Oi'fico of Desir:.n and Const!:"l..tct.ton, 

Vornon Andm:'.son, lru1d~cupa architec-t and pr·ojoct supervisor of 

the Black C c.nyon road, Allea I-Iuebnel" 1 cool ... ciina ti.rl.G cn.cinocl" for 
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To::1ha.n \·:illim1s 1 a. n t;tldont on_sinocr. Durin::; thin po1•iod Jobn 

u. B:.D:cr, UODC project oncinoer, r.~ovod to l!onia'One, v..nd under 

his sup,n~vision nurvoyinG nnd stn.1dnr; of tho nmr roo.d uctua.lly 

cor.iricncocl on lu..,_c;ust 12 •. Tho nou canyon O.pl)rouch ,,run made to 

tho o::1~t of the 0xisting road; nnd in Septe:;1b~r a. crO't-T uns 

\rorl·:inG to t;io in this :101.-1 appl•oach to the old Pulpit Rock 

/211~ 

Bids ucro not opened for the South Rim roc.d reconstruction 

u..11til Aus-u.st 23, 1960; o.nd it "t·ro.s n disappoint;:.·wnt then to 

discover th:1t all bids 't-Iore in excess of tho presently 

n.ppropriatccl funds. Tho problem ua.s l"'oferrod. to 1JODC; und 

finally in Octobol.., the contrr:.ct 11o.s aHo.x>ded to tho Colorado 

Conctr-u.ction Co::Gp~:ly of Donver# Hi th the J. P. Elliott 

Construction Coupa.ny as a cub-contractor. A discussion about 

"spocs C....""ld pl .. ocodm"'os 11 1-to.s hold in Hontrosc on October 27; and 

on tho ~&;a 31st tho Elliott Constrt:tction Compa'tly bog~m noving 

. t . . .l..b cqu~pncn l .. nro "' _e area. 

Before tho neYT roc..d could be completed, thel..,o uore bou..Tlda..ry 

adjustrJcnts·uhich had to be made beco..use of pl'iVc .. to land 

hol(~inss. This rnattor of private lund a.Yld raonumont bou.nda.rios 

d~ted back, of courso, to tho establisbr.lont of the r:om.u.~cnt. 

Early i11 the HISSION 66 period, dm .. ing Juno of 19571 land 

appraisers uere at tho I·:onmncnt a ttcmptins to cppruino sor:1e o£ 

Clarence SG.nburg •s holdincs on the South Ri.-n, including land in 

Rod C;:,nyon 11 for possible settlement. Finally 1 i..11. October, 1960, 

successful ncc;otiations HOl .. o concluded -vlith Hr. and 11l"S• S:-:nburg 

for a 200-i'oot richt-oi'-'lrt'.y tbrouch their 1Q..."1.d tou.::.rdn tho 

southoastol">U ontl or tho 1-iom.n:10n t in cz.ch_o.nco for "n (:;l"'azine 
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porr.1i t, cn.ttlo l~ic;ht of way, c...ncl roo. 11 This traa..11cc..ction ollm-rod 

nc'tual conntrru.ction and ronurfn.ciric of tho South Rira road to 

bo;:;in. 

20-foot pipes had boon erected on all presently needed ncction 

co:'nors. And for tho Harth Rim, Supervisory Ro.n::;or Ivos1 o.ftor 

a I·Ia.y 1 1959, roconnuissoncos "t-Ta.s reconr:icnC:.i:nc the inclusion of 
the Green r.rountain ridgetop ·uithin tho Eonur.;cnt so that a non 

r;o::."th RirJ cntrtmco road could enter n·t that point: . ttrt uas 

detcr..:1ined that the overall vioH of the Canyon fror-1 t[l..is point 

su.rpnsses uny single vim·: obt.::LiP...ablo from Hi tr.cin the Eonu.ment 

a.11d protection, particulal"'lY huntins, 1-rould be s:irJplified if the 

boundary uns extended to tho top of tho l"id[;e. 11 

AL:1ost exactly h.alf't1ay through tl13 HISSION 66 decade, on 

11ove:.1ber 1, 196o 1 construction begm1 on the South Rin Road 

Project, Hhose completion t-Iould indeed repl.,ose!1t u niles·i:ione 

in the EonmJcnt 's b~ story. Inclenent ueather nnd tho unti!:1oly 

death o'f sub-contractor Elliott forced a cm .. to.ilnont of activi cy 

on Hovor,;bor 23; but by tllis date the l .. ightQof-Hay for the 

e'!1Jvir>e road, except for. throe parldnG areas, had be&"l clon.l .. ed, 

zcvel .. al culverts ir.ipln.nted in the nei-r section, m1.d u;rading 

nearly cor.1ploted for about half-a-railo of the neu ron.d. 

· Pi'-J tho ·t-~ay, Ol"ieinn.lly the new approach roo.d Has to 

incol~poru.to soveroJ. neu cnnyon overloolm; but nubseq_uon.t plmming 

oliuinatcd those vious. HoHcvcr, after strone; objections by the 

1:ontro8e Cl1t:m1bor of Conr.Jorco, Park Scl"Vice Director Ui1"th rnrulo a 

field decision in Juno of 1960 to 11 includo Gunnis~n Point on the 
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PlDn propurod sho::i110 tho cnt:p Q. .. ound, hoadeJ.UC.l.,tors nnd vi.ni to:r 

center dovolopnonts nour tho ontrn.nco to tho rionumont. n Tho 

no~.J' rout~rould also include Tomichi ~oint 'Hi th its oustua.rd 

overlool\:. 
-

B'J tho end of Hay, 1961, the entire ro::td pl .. ojoct ( Contruct · 

ITo. 14-10-0232-4.50) uas nbou t one-third cor::pleted., ,;i th 75~~ of 

tho heavy roc1: \·IOrk. done; cmd it :1as o.nticiputod that the job 

would be finished by Imcust 1. Base coarse cravol haulillG uo.s 

over in July arld construction of curbing at par•l:ins a..I,eo.s and 

preparation of ditches had CO!T!!o'lCncod, 1-lith oiliri.g and paving 

On SepttXJbor 1, tho ro n.cl vmr·k uus considered 95~~ completed; 

a.Yld on SoptcrjJer 1.5 a pre-final. inspection of tho :tt>acl Has 

conclucted by Superintendent B":..Wsey,Projoct SUpcrviEor Baker, 

Pl>o jc~t Inspector Brom11 Lanclscupe Arclti. teet f~L1dcrson1 

-· • . F 'f7, • • v-· b_a~n -conc.n co orer:Jan .u!lDl"~J.S _o..e 1 and Supervisory Ra."'1cor Hefti, 

l-ti th Ju.cl-:: Ed1·mrds represent ins; Colorado Constrt:tctol .. s, Inc. 

Einor deficiencies an.d col.,.i'cctions vwre noted at this time. 

During the su:..m .• mer tom .. ist season of 1961 travel uo.s 

dom1, in la.1'eo measure because of' the torn-up road; und those 

dri vera Hho did vont.~ra into the Honument ( dospito the poo ted 

'tW.rni:ncs) cxpm•ionced considerable difficulty in out-nnnouvering 

the constYuction equipment. D1dood1 it beca~o necessary for 

Park por:::>onnol to have several conferences ui th tho contl.,a.ctor 

to insure the sufoty und courteous troa~~ont of visitors. 

Fin:1.l incpoction o.nd acceptance of the riou South Rim clri ve 

uaa r:ado by B-.1.l:o1 .. ., Bu.ssoy, EdWO.l"ds and Hefti on Octobor 4• Somo 
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r.dnor i tcus a till nco clod to bo tukcn cn.ro or at this tino1 

napely tr;:.tffic contl"ol oic;ns, cor.!plotion nnd placinc; of route 

diroctionn..l ~dens, cUo.conE\1 striping of purkinc areas, a.nd the 

surfacir..g o:f tbe tl"•a.ils to Gunnison Point ovorlool-\:s. 

/217 

Tbo novl road ro:.ade possible t1 .. n.vol into tho Honuncmt through 

late fall of 1961, i'or tho first tilno in tho histol .. Y of the area. 

1722 people Hero recorded in Hovmbor u.."'"ld 675 in Docor.ibcr, to 

br~inc; the year's total to 1151 026 (as corapm .. ed, hm-Iever, Hith 

122,519 in 1960). The noxt spl"'inz tho !'Lonm:wnt \IllS open f'or 

its fir:::t April. in hi!Jtol"Y ;1hon ti .. uvel un.s recorded, D-.'rld 2461 

tourists carne in., many more than a'rlticip::rted. Good ueuthcr, 

good publici cy, ~ a good ncu road t...rcro contl .. ibutir.g fuctor~3e 

. Tho l:optroso Chamber of Cor:-.nno:::. .. ce "t<TUO pusl'.ing fol~ a. 

dedication cel .. enoP..y in Hoy of 19621 to a.dvortiso the net·T paved 

hic.;huay; and the Roc;io~l Director Has :invited to participate. 

Eay 27 uas dosignafiod for the cercE1ony, a...'Yl.d Supo:r•visor>y Ra.113er 

\f.cd te plugced the celebration on a special TV prot:;rru.J on Hay 

11. H'nen Sunday, 1-!ay 27, l~.llod .uround, on. h:md as special 

participants uore :Erl1.·rin lilborts~ representing the Rogionnl 

Offico, Park r~uturnlint Put Hiller, Supcrintondcn.t fussey t·lho 

gave the decti:n.tion ad(.i.ros~, Albert Bollgardt, pronidont of tl-:e 

Hontrose Cha.mbel? of Cor:12ncrco_, uho repro son ted tho local corl!lmni ty, 

Supervisory Ra."'l.Ser Lov;oll \·lhito, and Rupert Pctol .. ~on, Chninnm 

of tho 1-Iontroso Chmnber of Co::mlOl ... ce Tourist-Public-ity Cor:rr:Jit~teo. 

•:r11o 1 .. ibbon cutting took place at Tomichi Point ut noon, uith 

the 1-:ontroso rodoo q_uoon Joyce 1-!ooro ci.oinc; the honors. Un-

i'orttmat0ly, tho uoo..thor uas mi:JoPablo 1 tnki.ng "nuch of the 
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luntor from tho celebration;" end connequontly c. vol'Y c::r;1o.ll croHd 

a.ttcnclo::l tho procoodinc;s. HOl·revcr, tho event co1•to.inly 

represented an inportn.nt culx1ina.tion of one of the mo-st irll,:)OI•tant 

t::ISSIOH 66 ln"ojocts i'ol ... tho r-:onurn.ont and \J~Uld nal:e posoible, in 

c;roator raon.sure, the operation of Black Canyon ns n nearly 

yoc.r-round Pm .. l-: Service unit. 

~Jhile tmrk had been proceoding on the South Rim drive, 

plan.'"li...% 'l.·ras m1de~w.y for other South Rim dovolopr::~;;mts. In 

Sopt~bor of 1961 the Hon.dquartors l1o.ster Plm1. dl~a:!in{; ·Has being 

revio~·red, a..""ld the carJPGl"OUnd portion uas reco-~-:l!'ilondod at this time. 

Project Engineol ... John Baker completed· the topoG:r."aphic survey for 

t11e cn.~pfira circle in Hovenber; ond on April 27 (1962) the 

ca::;p3round dra:v:ing (lro. I'lH-BCG-3117) t-ras approved. L"lvi tations 

·Hont out in Inid-J'une for bids for construction of the CCU;Jl'1Cl"'und 

ron.ds, ~)arldng urcas, pit toilets, c::rmpsites md cemr;gpound 

.facilities f'or u 100-unit carap[;l,our..d, ·t-rith tho car:11Jfire circle 

devclopr1cnt h:;dnc C:elayod for the tir:1e boir..g. 1 On July 17 the 

contrc.ct (ITo. 14-10-0232-702) \-tns o.Hal"ded ·t;o the Col''n. Cons true tion 

·Compa.~y of GraJi.t Junction in the ru:iount of ~~72,173. survey uork 

for the ca.IQSI'Ou.nd project 1.-rao finished by early JUJ.gunt a..nd 

[;l"01LJ.d 'broald.ng started about Aucust 6. It uas decided that 

the installation of tables, f'iroplacos and garba.ga cm1s 1.-10uld 

be left to the Park Service. 

Althoueh 1-rork procoedod on the cnr11peround urea in late 

s'Ur!mler and early fall of 1962, funds 't·rcra ln.cl!:inG to push the 

conp:!.etion, fu"1.d it becor.1e necessary in Octobor to r.1ove the 

facilition of tho Lions Spr•ing cor.1pcround into L-oop A of the · 

neu cn.r~::pcrouncl. On October 23 of this r.ear .final inspection 
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o.nd a.ccopta.r~co of tho Corn Constri.l.c'.;ion Com:nmy's liOl.,k uo.s r:w.de. 

?no cc..::(Ji':i.ro c:!.rclo lrol"'ldnc drauincs lmra approved L""l Fobruo.r-.:r, 

tL""ld bids u~nt out in Ho.rc~l of 1963 :?or ct\mpcrou."1tl tublos, 

firepla~cs a..'1cl chm.,conl buraors, tho bid o.ual.,dod in curly April. 

On Ju.."'lo 18, the Corn Conctruction Compa'l.y rocoivod tho contract 

(no. 14-10-0232-788) for the campfire circlo 1 as t-rell as uo.ysida 

e~~ibits, e~trm1ce si~1 and cm.1pgroU11d b~rrier constr~ction.a 

Fir..z.l ins-.:,?ection of the nm~ c~"Jpc;rou..""ld facilities tms made on 

October 231 1963, by SupcrviGory Ra.'1gor Hbi to, Suporinto:ndent 

B....wsey, Contrc.ctor's Bn.c;ineor Chostor Ericl::son, o.ad PI•oject 

Suucr7i cor Da.niel Babbitt. - . 

po.voJ. rir~1 road before it, uaa to have ~ impo::c>t~nt irJpact on 

on the South Rir1 J:>...n.d a.lreacy doubled ovor the previous yearl 

During this p&rticular period sor;;e innovations Hore being 

n~C.e t-ri th. resp oct to the 1-:onmuJ.:.J.t boundaries., too. In Pnsust 

of 1962 wo~k stc~1tod in earnest on boundary location and 

no.r1dng on both l"iBs1 especially the Hor·tb Rim uhoro donisn~ting 

and .foncir~ tbe bounda17 uas felt irnpcrativo to l'ecluco grc.zing 

tresspa.ss. 9 On tho South nm the UOU11d.D.l-ry "t-RlS beinc; co.refully 

surveyed prepara~cocy to putting in a c1rii't-rencc. 'rho South 

RL.'"!l f'ence bids Here orie;ino.~ly scr.teduled to bo opened in July, 

1962~ but tbi:J t·raa put off at least to AUL'U2t 23, "ponC.ing 

revisions of the npocifications and conpletion of survo~· ll"Ol"'l{o" 

?b.oro HC.S Dtill interest on the Irorth Run il~clud..in.3 tho 
I 

ridr;otop vr:!.tbin tho bou_Ylclary, but tho idea. of l'1..'1.ii·in3 tho visitol~ 

··4·-~ -~--..- ---- .... ,.. ___ _ 
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contol' ~ot a. top tl1.0 l'ide;o had been ci ve.n up as :ir:p2"lacticu1, in 

J.:ay of 1961. noe~.rding the Horth Rim bou.ncl:J.ry, lund Olmora 

A.llyn [',nd Gutos hud discussed vrith tb.e PD.rk Service poss:tble 

lt:U4d oJ:cr ...... mr:;oo "to effect better 'boundc..rY alig11r.1ont a_'ry_d proviclo 

?and for hoaclqu.c.l•tors development." These men, hm;ovor, Hora 

not in.torostod ( Auo-tst of 1962) in trading for Bure8ll of Lnnd 

l:iro1o..ga:1cnt L-uld but uondcl"'Od. instead if sor:-~e of tho exi~ting 
•. 

r:onu1n<:mt land could bo exch~1god vTl th theirs ••••• an o:~change 

congressional action. 

Tho su::..•vey of the South Rim 0-J..,ift .. fcnco line HUS col!.pleted 

b./ the Bureau of La."ld N2...'1&gomon t a.Yld ~·JODC in ti11e fol.. a It sr.:.Ou-me II 

inspection by prospective biddors on .t.ugv.st 16; s.nd on AUGU3 t 

21~, 1962., tho. contract tvas gra:nted to the Anderson L"'ldvp::.ndent 

Company of Gr·and J'Unction (Contract Uo. Jl:.-10-0232-712) • Tb.e 

company pla.n:.•1.ed to begin construe -tion on i'.ugust 29. Pi;! the 

end of Octobor, 1962, all of' ·tihe steel posts had been set plus 

Has considered o.pproximately 60~ completed. Anothol .. moY.s.th and 

it 't>ra.o 90~; ~ininhed.10 

SettlL71g tho north Rim boundary ln'oblem Has not to be ns 

easily aclrl.evod. T11e Park Service ha.d proposed C0l .. tain bcu ... '1clary' 

extensions, and it cm:1e as a shock to discover in Hovenber of 
-...J 

196!~ that the Bu.Nau. of Land HaYlE.eenent uas preparing to offer 

some or: this 1ond for public ·sale. Tho U.P.s. Hid~-;est RoGional 

Of'fico yde.s i:-.raedio.toly notified, o.nd it p::."ovod possible to ho.ve 

tho lm1d in quoat;ion t ompor~:n .. ily wi thc.lrmm. An the si 'L-ua.tion 

stood :in early 196.5, information t-KlS boins gathel..,od concornirc 
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if· o. l:ouncl.."'..l ... .f ctuc.lJ to~u::1 folt that tho nor~h bound:.l.'::•y nLould 

bo o~:tondod, D!l! lo.n<! O:':Cb ... '1:!1GOD nisht bo off.oc;o~ tritll ln"'porty 

oHnorn 'l;Ol"'GOl"inC tho r:.o!.1.'Ul~o:1t • · 

?uo pol"po·tuul p!~oblcco u(lono ooltrtion do~)0..'1dod in pn..rt on 

tho :{'j.~1a.l <!olinoation n..'fld i'o::1.cinc o~ tllo hotUldCU'Y uoro live-

~toC 1 '" .... !"o~ ..... ~,.. ,...,d l,..,.,.n-t·~~,. 
i..J ~- V t>Jt-' \.\.U~ \..,..;,... ;.\,.\..4,. l..t..l.·.~rrr.'i...,;.J• To bo sure, thor;o uoro not tho 

Rin. 

1!~00 ohocp boloneing to John H. Col.lins or Hotchl:io:J H~L~o:-od 

i~ontU:1(;Ut le.ndo; hut no ono concoz~1od in 

Euntinc infl:>o.ctionn Horo l~cvo:t." us sol•iouc {l.:l thoy could 

bo.vo boon, (U1d tllo 1ncl'Otlf.ti!1C JH:•ooo:lCo oi' \1n:l.fornod ptt~son::.10l 

on both l,ins dtu~.ing t1~o huntinc; ooncon pPovol~Oll co:1ni<lol .. ablo 
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obco-::.~cd Hll .. :::od ulollC this otrotch o:do dc.y. 'Z.:.o i:n.cto.J.J.n.tion of 

ontr~1nco cor:ouh.at ul.lovie.tod thin probl0:'-1• 

~vestica.tio:1c u:tth.in th.o Eonunont, as \loll ns tho uno or tho 

tho- ro:1o~:..rch and colloctinc ·aua c.1ono by p~oro~cio~1o.l scio:-1tinto 

Hobor ot tho Ur!ivo:.. .. ::;i ty of Color~1.d.o 

tho Eonunont, Hullo.oo Hanson nnd Tiobol .. t A. 

C ''~"V0~1 cco1o,.·:.r C0"'·'"'1o~" c •.-. .. -I ~ . - LiJ ·~-~.1- ... b .. , • J,. I:cCoy of tho UniV6l"Jnity of 

ubo .cx::'rio<l out un ocoloc1c~.tl r•oconno.is:3o::1co of tho Gurnioon 
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Canyon national Honur~1cnt Ho.ndbook dm--inc hi::; association tJith 

tho nonument. 

Along tl~so lines of scientific ondoanor in tho Honurnont, 

in Septe:nbor of 1960 Regional Cbief of n~or Activities Frank 

Childs soloctod tho northt-rost portion of tho I·!onu.Tilent a.s a 

"natm.,o.l tu•ca," desicnatod as a "pinyon pine-juniper association. 11 

Boundaries for tho natural o.rca Hero established in October, 

1961; o.nd t1•ee rins studios uore C01.11r1enced1 in cooperation Hith 

the Colorado Stato University Forost~J School. 

Orcanized collegiate and professional groups and bus crouds 

often came from r;reat distances to visit the Eonurnont, O...'ld the 

Par~~ Sol.,vico ordinarily mn.<le available a rar10er or naturalist to 

orient such croups. Individual visitors, too, Hero receiving 

nore attention at Black canyon as HISSIOU 66 procressed. In 

Juno· of 1962 CL.'I1. inforraa.tion trailer -vrus penno.nontly loco.ted at 

Gur..nison Point as a contact station, manned soven days a ueek 

from 9 to 4 (ordinarily). Also., nature Hnlks uere scheduled 

at Gunnison Point at 10 a~d 2. Attendance at first only 

averaged f'iva porsons, but it uas optimistically felt that this 

nuri1ber 't·J'OUld increase. It had by 1963, and in August of 1964 

there -.;-tero 1892 people attending nature l·ralks. 

In July, 19611 attendance at the campfire progr~~s in Lions 

Spring cru:;1Pt;round avel~a.ged 63, with a hich of 90; the follou-ing 

JuJ.y the total nw:nber of people attending cE'.rapfiro prO[:,"l"ams for 

the month roached 24071 a.n increase of 500 ovor the last July. 

TSJ the end of Aucust in 1963, 5711 people had cor:o. to cmnpfire 

Pl'Ocrams in the nelT co...r.:rpground during that your. Indeed., 

numerous cor.r:ento vroro mo..do by visitors on the cc.n·i'lfiro pror.;rDI!ls 
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LYJ. 1963: ·~·Iany .fool tboy aro tho best they huvo o.ttc::1dcd rm.y­

t-rhere o...YJ.d much preferred to tho l?loro fo1nal presentations in 

lc!.l'Ge O!:!phit'h.oaters. I·:uch crecli t for the. rruccess of our rn~osrcns 

in the expo!'t croup siwJinB leadership civcn by Soa[;on Laborer 

Do b Cho.pma....11., a negro •. 11 

Fl"'01ll ti!lO to t:ir.lo in tl:d 0 chapter rerm~enco bus boon I;1ado 

to the :h.'lCI'casing visito.tion c.t the Honurnent clul'"':i.nG its dec!ldo 

of gron.tent ilnprovet..nent, In HISSIOH 66•s initinJ. yec.:r, 1956, 

thoro uore 61~985 v5.sitol"'s to Black Canyon Ha!0ional Ho:nument; 

in 19Gb.., the most recent conplete year of record, visitation had 

increased to 168,184. Hhen tho Honttrlent celebrated its 30th 

a...nniversary on Harch 21 1963, it Has estiln~ted that a tow~ of 

rnore than one million visitors h~d been ·to tho o.rea since ito · 

esta.blisbmont. Speald.ng of vis:i.tors 1 in August of 1962 B1o.ck 

CQllyon selected as its billionth Pru"'l( Service visitor 

representative Theodore P. ?·~alino'tmki and family of Docat-ur1 

Illinois, vih.o uore net at Tomichi Point by S'.l.por-vioory Ranger 

W1i te and ropresentati vos of tho press 1 presented uith n. opee2al 

certific~ta, vnd given a personally conducted tour ot.the 

Honu:r::~ent. Hr. Holino1-raki uas not 1 houovor, horalded ''t·dth 

l·railinG of sirens1 " e.s the Hontro se Dail"J: Pross proclaimed. 

Hith the construction of the net-r Sau.th Ri.YJl drive, visitors 

uore apparently proccodinc to more overlooks tha'>'l. i'Orl-;Iorly• 

becn.use a SUI'Vey in 1962 indicated thn.t 94% uero drivins nt least 

as far as PUlpit Rock. Related. to tllis incrousod visitation to 

the overlooks Has the HISSIOH 66 proc:ran for I!lOl""e roadside 

o:;.:hibit shelters on both rilns. 

PrelLrnino.ry drauinss for the South Rir.1 sholtol~s uora 
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rovim-10d in 1\uL,"U.':; t of 1962 and rocor::rD:.ondod for appl"•ovcl.. D.1:!."1.ng 

October of the n:Jr,w yeo:r Park nuturulist I·'!illor ini tiutod 

studios on tho pon~iblo contents and locctionc of liorth rcinl 
· hopefully 

exbibits 1:lrl.chJ\Horo to be included in tho. 1964 fiscal yoar 

construe tion p1'•ocrnr1. Early in 1963 the e :-:l1ibi t pl"'•oopectus 

for 't-raysido exhibits, the Gun..11.ison Point ir...for.on.tion shol tel", 

and visitol .. center uas revieHod tr.r interested ctafi' 1ncrfuol"'S 

and a fe-r:r minor revisions noted, ll o.nd in Hc..rch considerable 

uork HO.S accomplished on the Hort;h Rim Ha;-r~ido · Intel"protn.tion 

pCl .. tion of the Hastor Plan.lla 

Throe South ·Rim t-rayside exbibi t shel tm."s 'HCilo completed 

end inspected on October 23, 1963, but no eybibits had as yet 

on them. To expodi te matters it u·e..s decided in Harch to divert 

1961~ finco.l-ycar money originally scheduled for 1Io1~th Rim 

exhibits to the South Rim. exhibits, oasols1 etc., nin order 

that all planned intel~)reti vo devicoG on the South R:U:n cc.n be 

completed. n 
.. 

The G-unnison Point Exhibit Shol-ter t-laD being plw.ned o.s 

l"ilOre tr.an jus~ a mere vraysid~. In Harch of 1964 tho third 

revision of tbi s shelter plun ~-ras received, rovieuod, and 

o..pprovad, and prolirai:nary d.ruvdngs Hera approved in Apl-.il1 Hi th 

tho hope tho.t conatruction cculd be started by Jun.o 1. Ho't-rever, 

\·.rhen June arl"'ivcd it bocrune appare:1t that construction Hould be 
-. 

delayed indefini toly because 'no bid uao received Hi thin o.llocated 

funds. 

The lunt raajor South Rim project under HISSIOH 66 't~ould 

involve cons'Gl"U.ction of the nei:I hcadqu:.u .. tor.!:/visi tol~ center 
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nod.r tho noH c:_-'l~lpfp:·ound. PlalLl1.il1G for this dovolopmont had, 

of cou1~ae, boon going on for a. number of yoo.J:•s, although 

originally tho vieitor centor site hn.d been sugcostod o.a 

Gunnison Point. '1'"110 ruajor stumbling bloclcs encountered in ·tla 

development or the hoo.dquul"ters area i..11volvod nui'ficiont land 

for the associated ?ark Service residences and tho old-time 

problem or liatoo., availability. 

Supol"'intondc..'1.t Bassey had been Hnrnod in August of 1961, 

vrhcn the revised H['..stor :Plan Dr:::n·dng_ NH-BCG-2110 ... C uas fo1 ... th ... 

cornlnr;, of tho housing p:t>oblem. UODC La11dsco,pe Architect Hal .. voy 

Denson succested toot additional private lc.n.ds be secured so 

that the boundary cou.ld bo extended to po1·•r:~it the development. 

soraoone else poi.."'ltod out tlut even if additional land Hera 

available on the north slope of Signal Hill, thoro uould be 

serious snou rcrJoVal problems thol"O in the uinte:r>tine i'or a 

per.m~~ent sottlenent •. 

The ·Hater problen for the existing facilities in 1963 ... _ ~ 

had become such tbat it uas noted in Ausust nHater hauling 

is becoming more and more a i'ull tine job •11 A big new 

developr:1ent could certainly not be realized until there •·ras 

a more rc:alistic solution to this particular dila"'!!';iU than Hator 

'b..aulingl As far bc.ck as Septeabor of 19581 Hillin.r.1 A. Hott, 

reeionul hydrologic engineer, had vini ted tho South Bim to rna.ke 

a field study S concerning_ 1-1atex• source fol .. tho anticipated 

development. A yoG..J:> later \'!000 Project Enc;ineor r!ulligru1 no.de 

another lTO.t;cr dcvolopmont study or tho South Hi..~. On August 

9, 1960, HODC U·tiilities Encineor l·:ontgomery ru.1d P!~ojoct 

Runn,..v:f_ Ro~ Tinker. lTi th sup crvisory HU1"l'J3er Hei' ti, vi o:it ed Ili vor 
~-,· ... -~ .. ~ 
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Portal to usnonz tho fo~nibilit;y of n pipeline locution fl~Ol:t 

,thG por·tn.l to the nm1 development uncl tho possible location 

ror a. ntoraeo :::'OSOl ... VO:i.ro Tho "Oliver drop" 't-1:.13 also exa.ninod 

as un nl'\:;o:::•nat0 poss:i.bility but t2ntatively rojoctod. 

I."l October of 1961 tho U. s.G.s. rna do a Hate~ a."'lalysis of n. 

sprinG no~ .. tho US ,50-Coloi•a.do 31~7 j'tl!'.!.ction o.s c. possible source 
und 

for tl;.o noi-T development; ~ there l·;c.s even tho su.gcostion in 

nay of 1962 that headquarters bo built ooa.r the junction rather 

tho...."1. in the t:omlment •12 

Hillium Hott ua.s in the O.l .. ea again iil curly Octo bel", 19621 · 

invostigatir..g tho potability of ~ratol' i'rmn Hick Gray sprir...g, on 

tho chc...11c0 ti1at this spring mic;ht bo tapped for the Eonmnent 

dcvclopr:.0nt. P.J.oo, H&tor oto1,ago facilities uero bo:i.ng discussed 

for the vicinity of' the plmnad South Rim headquarters. Such 

facilities uel"'e dccigna ted for Hha. t nm-1 Has private land m,med 

by tho Sanb'urgs. George Sanbt.trg uas n.c;reeable to uorkiP...e; out 

a.rran.gor·l<.mt s for such a H·ater development on his ol!m hold:i.ngs, 

but his brother ClD..l,once uas unt-lilline to sell eny of his 

holdings for tho associated l'lonidontin.l developnent unle~s the 

Pm"l~ Service ,..-anted to buy nan of his property in v.nd udjucent 

to the 1·:onuraont at one time." Finally, on September 251 1963, 

whon a HODC tes.:n1 t-J"as 1 .. evioHin3 f'u~e const:t'Uction needs on 

the South n:tn, consideration uas GiVen to uo.tor and seHer 

nystens, and the pyooposed uo.ter line staked out by E11gineer 

JoP...:l B.'\llard Has inspected. 

Ror;urclloos of tho ultimate solution to tho heuclquurters 

\·rn.t01 .. ppoblO!l; o ls c¥rhero in tho !:onumont un.ter availability 

uould cont:!.nuo to p~osc.mt a problem at lonst for the time boinr:;. 
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DJ.ri:nc thin period considorat:i.on of uuto!' n.v~liJ.o.b:tlity fo1• the 

1;orth Hb~1 h.ud boon eohl[; ~hen.d, nnd in Jlny of' 1960 Don Cof'fin 

or tho U, .s.G. s. mado a ll~ter survoy tho1 .. e. Sor:Jo opt:tmisr.t ~-rn.s 

m.,ol.!sod. uhel'l Hod AlJ.yn in January of 1964 discusnod ·t-rith the 

Superintendent his plnn to pipe t·mto1• .fro:ru Poicon Sprinss to 

Grizzly Gulch alone G-l .. izzly R-tdeo nbovo the rnn.[;0r station 

and !rorth Dim rn.-.ivc~ tdth the possibility th2..t so::;10 of t!-10 uuter 

micht be !;JUdo available to tho Jionuine..'l'lt. IIot·rovcr, in !-:arch 

AlJ:yn ha.d to r·opol~t t~at the Cat;hodral Hator Co:mpnny1 uhich 

inte...idod to instc.J.l the Hater line, could not obtain a..."l. F .rr.A. 

loo...'l'l1 o.ncl ~llJ.lyn felt financially unable to undertake tho pl'ojoct 

hinocJ.f. 

'fL1o1 ... e ~ scrveral positive -::mtc1 .. innovations instituted 

during this doca.do. Tho Hol .. th Rim cistern uas greatly U.Jl)roved, 

the South Rim hea.dquo.r>ters Hatol" systora t-ms t-.rl.nterized in 

, 

inzt<U.lecl in front oi' the South Ri..r:1 concesoion sta..t'ld. This 

latter inst::-..llation, dependent upon hauled uatoz•, quickly 

afforded its Oi·m problem, as Hru.~n s-m'!I."dcr days encouraged visitors 

to drink doop and long ••• and the fountain ran dry. Tho Hontrose 

Dail·t P1~esn pictures this .f'iasco:1 .3 

There "t-Tere r.~n a-vr:Lul lot o:£ thirsty sicht seers 
looking in V8.in :fo"P a. cb. .. in..l{ of' uater at the :rounttin in 
fl .. cnt of tho rt;}staur8.Ilt at Pulpit Rock at the Bluck 
Cn.nyon on· Sunday. Repo:'.:•ts hn.vo been coming in tho.t 
SOW:JOne fo:rcot to filJ. the Hell-- I sorry HO 00...11 ft got 
a.rryor~e to tl"U.Ck in t-rator on 0'\.tnd:l·i '--Do a nurJber of 
kiddies b2.d to co witl~out. {1.·n1y not fill it on 
Sn.tul .. u.a:.r?) One Park So1--vice Rungor gc.ve a drink to a 
~1.--oup o:C chilo);•on .f'r01:1 his Ol'::n. '\-Jatol., bG..G• Here uo O.l.,e 
tr-J:i .. ns to 1Jring tour-ists to the 0.1 .. ca m1d ti1.on r:·nld.ng 
thor:t r;o i:'hirsty--unless thoy bu.y cold d:t•inks--on a. 
bot :nun:mcr dny. 

!Joodlosa to no.y, the Po.rk S01•vice dicln •t lot· tho i'ountoin r".m 
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Sl1c~tld.r+.; of tho COiL.Con~:don stand, L"'l. novor::bor of 1961 

Snporinto!ldcnt J3',wnoy hC~d O.iccussud dotui~s of o. neH· £ivc-yoD:!! 

concos~:ton pOl"l~lit ui th 0}10l•utor 11rn. Kathioon Koch. At tbis tima 

enlru"'co::-!ont of the conccmdon 'l:l'..1ilding e.nd u fl.,.::mchino ~ec Hore 

c.l::::o eli r;cunscd. Tho no::t month the annuo.l fl"f:.nc!'lino f'oo Hao 

• d "· ''·25 t .LlDO d th c1 ft r th ,... r.:ucc ;.T•o:-;1 .:;· o ~} l , ~:. . .~o trn. o · o no-:.1 1 ~ vc-yo:-xr 

permit 1·<c.c rovieHcd. D'v.ring an lnspoction visit by Rocional 

Cbici' oi' Concoss:tons EG.ac.e;cnont Elbo:-t Srdth in ~ust, 1963, 

ha s1~ostod tbn.t the· govor>jl.l"Jent consider adding on n p::t. tio tQ 

tho building to provide mo:i."O spuco in tho di."fling area. and 

doter·::;ino the feasibility oi' price 5.nc:t~oar>OS on food iter:1s. 
' 

· A noH vin:ltoP a.c·bivi ty du:t~ing the ri8BI01l 66 dc:scade 

involved tcchnico..l l.,ocl-: cliFibing. •Yne first of thoso vontnl~os. 

occurred on July 9, 1961, t>Ihon Luyton Ifur nnd. Tiobcrt LaGl'onga 

tacl-:led Dig Islund. Piy AtJ.cust o~ 19631 Ko:i., ~?as on his eighth 

17fi1.,st u.ocentn as he and three cor.•ponions initiated a four-

day attack on tho Horth Rim Chasr.1 Vim.; t..roJ.l. Tl.10 next Hay Kor 

nco.locl RocJ: ?oint bu·!:;-Gl~ess. Some tJ>o.ffic ja:.-as :s::·csul ted from 

spocta.tol, pn.r·ticipation in these ascents. 

Tourists continued to eake thoil'"' t·my dO~·rn to tho Gtum.ison 

Ri vor in small :n.ltr.1bors dtrr·ing those ye~.u·n--at 1 east 38 ran.<le the 

trip in 1961, 29 in 1960--mld a feH intl'•epicl souls tri~d to 

rvn--r..nd oven mrira--·i:Jho x-ivel", arn•Je nucconsi'ully1 uor,le not. Tl'...a 

uil<lest river r'.lll dur-1r....:; tl~is pc!'iod 1>nts macle in July, 19631 

by a !.'1G chemical model of a lru:::w.n baby, ·whoso ::-i vor trip in a 

baby cr2.dle HC.S f'il..sed f'or tho Holly-.mod lllOVic 11 'l"'l1o Un::;in.1mble 

I:olly lli"ot·m. 11 
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Unnolvcd by HISSIOH 66 uo.s tho poronnio.l pol""cupin.o problem. 

Inspection of tho Eonmnont 's pinyons in Juno of 1960 indioo.ted 

the nood fo1 .. porcupino control again, o.n~· it t-:ns in.nti tuted. THo 

yeoxan lutor the porcupine do.mago, especially on the north .Rir.l, 

cra.nto:l Pl"'Cviously by tho DirectOl .... ; n and 12 pOl"Ctlpinon Here 

killed c1m ... i.."1g tbis Stlrner. Eight 1;1oro uero shot in the vicinity 

of th0 badly hit Hor-th Ri..t:1 c2.t:pground the next ::n.tr;n:Jm", a.nd ono 

on the 3outh Ril"l, ulrl.le control measures uoro being plo.nnad i'or 

tho next uil1.ter also. Bttt there seems no e21d in sicht for this 

ptU"ticular pr•oblem. 

1t nm-r probJ.em arose &lrirrg tlrl.s period ubon adj~cent land 

Oimors bee;an spray-ing tb..o bl .. Ush on their properties to e~adicate 

it. The first spraying uas on tho UOl""th Riln, "t:rith li ttlo effect 

on the NonmJent vogoto.tion. Ho·.revor, uhen Sanbure; becan spl.,eying 

his lan.d outside of tho South Rim bounda..."'7 in JLL"'lO of' 1963, 1-cnd 

drifted the sprc.y i..'tlto the !-!onument a.11.d 1dlled :U1.rgo stands of 

shrubbery, especially ~..l"ound Dragon Point •. This u..""li'ort~"'1ate 

accident Has to result i11 a. prolonged s0rios of :::urveys C....l'ld 

to.lks Poln.tivo to tho iJJrep:?..rablo dm:nage. 

Tho ma1''lY achiovo:::nents of the HISSIOl'I 66 dec£tde at Black 

Cenyon National Honmnent tfere,. obviously, the result of pains­

taking plmuling and cooperative endeavor by mm1y individuuls 

inside ~"'ld outside of tho na~Gional Po.r·k{Servi~e. A recitnl of 

thane many conferences uould make tedious reading; but for tlrls 

historical considol.,.:t.tion it soa111s il!IJ)Qrtant to highliGht sono 
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On i-~ay 6, 1957, SUpoPintondon.t Homer Robinson ond Pnrk 

Haturo.lis t D.·rich t Hardl toi.1. o.ccompnniod a Emc.eor.Iont Survey 'I' aU!: . 
to the South Rin, tho &rou:' conninting of' Tiezic~al. Chief' of 

Intcrpretc..tion H. R:::~y.~1ond. Gros.s, noc;ional. Chief cf: Opo:."'c.tions 

Goorce B.1.ge;:loy, .A3si stant Rosio~'U Director Hol bourne J:n.rvey, 

and Rcgionnl Chief of r.r .. nds Jol~ F. Aitm'l. The next su.rner, 

on Ju...~e 5, Roeional Director Ba-1\:er and Regionw. Chiof of 

Intel"'pretation G~0gg jo:L~sC. Supcrintonclont :Ems~oy ~,_11.d Super-

vioory Ranger Ivos to inspect the South Rlln relative to tho 

pl"•oponed nou dovelopme!1ts and land exchange mr::rGters. On July 

301 19-58. HODC La..':}d.sco.pe Architect Lar80n, Englnoer Hontconory 

a..11.d Er .. ginoor Gro:::1...."'1.ignn., and Supe:rint.:~ndE;.nt russoy r~ade c. i'ield 

study on the South nirn -...rith respect to tho 1wu Hission 66 

dovelo:Lnucnts., and u.nothor field study "in connection 1.-1i th F:.is~ion 

'66@ llaster Plans cove::t. .. ing e.ll pb.ases of pr•es(;nt ru.: d ft.'.:t"tu .. e 

developncnt;s u Hn.s carried out in July uith Recicnal Chief ot 

Lru1dc /~ton, Reeio~~l Forester Childs• Rocional I~5neer 

l'IcDonald1 the SuperL11tendent1 and Honument personnel. 

As HISSIOU 66 pPojocts got undo:t•Ho.y, this pattern of 

confevoncos and inspect:tons continued. .On A1.lgUst lJ 19601 a 

meotir.e a."l'ld 1;o'll..r or tho south Rim rolr..ti vo to r·ond constr-;.J..ction1 

· visi tOl"' contrn .. , co.r:Ip gt ... o-~.-md, and parld.ng s.ron. loc::.tio!ls 11ere 

conducted Hith Lm1dscurJo Architects Denson vnd Andol''son, 

Enr;ineor fluobncr, Projoct Supervi:::or Bc...."!tor, Supc!·intenden.t 

Bussey 1 Parl: llatu:t .. alist Nillor. mid Nu.,k Rar.3er Hefti. ~·!he:l tl".o 

Ho.ster Plon Dl,m·:rinz uas beine rovi~ed du.!'ing .J'":.lly of 1961, HOOO 

Architects Benson a."l.d 1\ndorcon~ Supo;,. .. vi so1-.y Er!g1"r!ecr Euebncr, 

and B1snoy r:nde a. hasty inspe.c_tion of tho proponed C:.U:lPCl'OU!1d1 

- ~ ..... ,... -~· ... ·-- .--· ... __ -··!""7lo<--
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vioitor center, hrodquurtcrs und ontl".:U1co otution sit cs. In Hay, 

1962, tho Honurnent ua.s visited by Assistant Diroctol" Cla.rk 

Sta•o.tton ru1d HODC Chief Sanford Hil11 uho ·inspected the South Rim 

road and roviouod other HISSIOU 66 projects nnd plans. 

L"l SoptorJber of 1962, Director Com"n.d Hirth 1-rns ut Colorado 

national J.:on1.1.r:1ont, duri11g his stay thoro discussing operations 

and proGl"U..'IlS for Black C;_-ilyon. 11It Has decided o.t this time that 

the future dovolopmont i.'or Black Canyon !iation ... '\1 rronuraont u6uld 

proceed according to the existing development outline nnd ral. star 

plans" The next September \·iODC officials inspected the VD.l"ious 

pro jocts all"oc.dy CO!CJPleted at the Honurnont under HISSIOH 66 ••••• 

Hb.en the nou South Rim o.dninistra.tive area is finished, the 

Eonur1o.."1.t lr.i.l1 1 of course, became a year-round operation at least 

on the South Rim. The paved entrP.nce and r-ltl roads had already 

encoura[jf)cl tl"avel over a. greater part of' the year; O.."'ld by 1963 

nany llontrose motel ouners "i-Iere pushing for a tHolvo-raonth 

opo:-a.tion. In Hurch of 1962 it ha.d been decided to keep the 

Black Canyon mtporvisory ranger in the urea around th9;rear1 for 

the first tilne. The nouly nssignod supervisory rnn[;or, Louoll 

lftrl.te, didn't reruain \·rlthin tho HonurJent during the ensuing 

ui:nter but had a home in Bost~·rick Park; and the next t't-tO Hinters 

tho a.dl:~inistl"ativo trailer \tus pUl"kod here •. 

As HISSIOli 660 procressod, SUlltner stu.ff increased; but at the 

sar1a tine thg.t there HC.s creator uvaila.bility of money :ror 

perso!1.."101.1 qualified employees, espocio.lly nn ttu~::tlists, uora 

boco~ing 1:1ore difficult to obtain. In Febl"illl.l"Y of 1964 

considel"ublo timo ·Has dovotod to tho ppcpa.rn.tion of o-peration 

t" tJ 
\ __ 
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activities o.t Black Canyon; o.nd thoso hundbool~s uould croo.tly 

fncilituto tho oric.."'ltation oi' nou employees o.s thoy Horo obtained. 

On July 11, 1963, tl~ Donvor Post run an illustr~tod o.rticlo 

on Black C:?.nyon hoadlinod "Gunnison Honument Facilities Improved. n 

But the o.cco::;panying photogrc.phic caption reading nA $2. 2-million 

pl ... Og:t"'D...r.t of :inprov02·;1ents along both rims includes 12 ovel .. looks 

and parking a.1 .. oas, 102 cm:1ping uni ·ts and l .. oo.<li·Tays" ua.s really 

an understat01.:10nt of Hbat HISSIOU 66 had already r:1oa..'Ylt 1 n..YJ.d Hould 

rnea..Tl, for this particular unit of tho :national Pn.rk Servicel 

POSTSCRIPT: During- tho tnidcll.o of: Hay, 1965, a tem:n of Pm .. k 

Sopvice personnel from the ReGio:rw.l Office £L'l1d UODC began U~l .. king 

on a ne1-1 Haster Plon :ror Elo.ck C[;nyon of the GUP_·rd.son National 

l·~onuznont 1 altm~ing some of tho directions o"f the HISS IOU 66 

procr~ and introducing other ir.novations. The go1 .. e;e ro1d Host 

end of the I-:om1.rnent wol .. o to be considered for '1r.tlderno ss- status 11 

m1dcr the nm·r Hilderness Bill, the Visitor Center/Adninistration 

cor:iplex HO.S beinG reviev.rod1 as Hell as some of the other plB-'1S. 

ITo Park Sc1."vico area these days is static; o.nd these nm-1 projected 

directions hel"'o simply indicate tho accurau.lation of f"o.r-t;hor hi story 

for Bluck Canyon Uatio:n::tl Eonur!lont•. 
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1 - The natorial upon vrhich the follcn-ring accormt hc'\.S boon based 
is drmm in lal"'GO t1oasure from the I3lo.clc C~nyon Hutional 
Honumcnt monthly reports ll.l1d f'rom person8.l o:.:poriences 
of tho o.uthor, except as othoruise noted. 

2 - Hork on tho lt01.,th Rim had beo."l conploted_ in Aue:;ust o:f 1960. 
lJot until A!)ril., 1961, \·rould t1•o.il constru.ction bE(l 
finished at nocli: Point n.nd Cross Fism.u .. es on tho South 
Rim. 

3 - Hastcr Plan Development OUtline; Black Canyon of tho GU11.."'lison 
IT.a.tional Homu~ont, Colorado: Interpretation. 19 pp. 1 
typed. A."l intoi>Rrotation-r.1ap part of the Hastol" Plan 
(ITo. 1TI-!-DCG-3104J uas prepared by HODC in October of 1957. 

4 - The first drai't Has completed in typed i'onn on Ju.r:nm.cy 271 
19.58. 

5 - lionthly Report, July, 1960. 

6 - -These t:m trails ltOl"e origina.lly set up by Dr· Ri.chn.rd G.-
Boidle;~w.n of Colorado Colhlege, Hith subsequent 
irn:prover:1ent s both in textual material D.J."Ld presentation 
i'onnn:~ by r::arry otherD, -including Regional I:atu:t>n.list · 
Ed:,in ft..lborts o.nd Park naturalist Pat Hiller.. . 

7 - Tb.o ncH m:;phitheator was eVOJ.1.tU8lly C0!11ploted for usa 
during the 1964 stuimor season, its delay in construction 
being related to· tho trancfcn .. of funds· to Colorado Hatiorril. 
Eonur.Jent for conpletion of intor·preti ve facilit;ies tbere. 

: ·.· 

8 - Bids had gone out in 1-'i.ay, scheduled to bo opa.'1.ed on 'June 13o · 

9 - J..ccording to a sto.temcm.t by Frank Childs, Rogio!1al Chief· of· 
Ranger. Activities, at a Hoveruber, l961, conferooca.-.-, -

10 .. In Hay ~f 1962 the. Honurnon t issued Sonburg ::m access p.emit , · 
to his land from t'b..l"'eo points along tho nou South ·Rim .. 
drive; and later at loast one gate lias put iri tho_drii't- · 
fence for his use. · · : 

11 - Tho Gunnison Point Exhibit Shelter 1--Tas oriehw.lly sia ted as 
a 1963 fiscal your project. 

ll!a- At this sorno time Iauch uas also uccor;Jplinl:ecl on ·vol~ Ili _or 
.---tho--Black-~Ca.Dyon East or Plan Harl"ati vo. 

12 - Thin co:nrddcl"ation vro.n put forth by HODC Chiof Hill ond · 
Ass5-~tant .Director Stra.tton U-'1d recor:r:~wnded for further 
study. 

13 - Fontrono po.ily Ppons, Juno 27 • 1962. 


