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Tho following aduinistrative history of Black Conyon of
the Gummison Hational Ionumont is based upon a varieby of
gources. ilost importont, perhaps, have beon the documentary
naterials on Black Canyon at Netional Archives in E'Iash:i_ﬁgton
and the various monthly rcports at Black Cﬁ&ayoﬂe’.’csolf end in

thie Superintondentts 0{lice ot Colorado ifational lonwment {(nhow

- Curccanti, Colorado and Black Canyon in liontrose)s Tho monthly

reports include reports by the rengers (vobh Horth and South Rim

in some cases), rcports by the suporvisory rangers, reports by

the superintendents, and speeial voportss Also a valuable

source of inforpmation have beon the regional neuspapors,

espeeially the old Montrose Imbterprige and tho contenporary

’

Tontrogo Doily Presse A 'va.l”'ie{‘:y of portinent naogazine articles
ana books have been referred to, and personal com‘;zunications,\
both written and 'vAer'bal , With some of %the historic figlu*es
assoclabed with Black Ccnyon have afforded an envichuent of
source nateriale. |

Nlo hiétory can be cormplete, and. this one is no e xccpiions
However, the brood canva's has been paiu'ted‘for Black Canyon,
with many of the major and minor details alretebed in, Years
ago Assistant Saporintendent Paul R. Franke must have looked
forward to that day whon this history would be corpllodeees

"Rengiber, " he wrobts the two Honument rangers who in 1938 were

writing the aroa'!s monthly reports, "the narrative rcport is

also the history of the monument and years later it will be

necessary to rofor to it.”
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: THR I DIAN PrRIODY

Indionsg had nevor exerted much dircet impact on the

country wlich ovontually wvas to becone Black Canyon etional
vonuzent and indeed woro lon(.j gone by the timie the lonument vas
created in 1933. This, howover, had becn tho:.r realn for .
gcnero.tiéns before the penetration of the firgt white men; and

at loast the Utes! clain to the land was to havo an indirect

gnificance which has lingered years ofter the lagt Indians

2
e

disappearcd.

not atOthe

t-y

Obvioudly there were aborisines in the area, i
canyon itgclf, prior to the advent of the Utes. Folgom sgpeor
points have beon found in the region, end there ars ricny ancient
pictographs and 1$etroglyphs. Certainly a TFrauont culsure
existed regionally, while nurierous (30-40) rocl: shelbers are
Imown whose origin is obscure bubt which at any rate ore not
Puoblo.? Unfortunately for the history of the ijonument, few of
the above finds were made within its boundaries.aa '

The University of Colorado!s Azltln’opolégy Departnent has
carried out an archaeological fcconnaissmwe in the Uncompahgre .
Valley, cs well as easﬁ of the llonument in the valley. of the -
Guéniison River which will be inundated by rescirvoir watér; end
'thesé findings should be available in late 1965. But regardless

of nov finds, no earlier Indion group will supplant the Utes in

terns of rogional importances -

Linguistically, tho Utes, like the Paiutes, wore Shoshonean

» and farther bacl were related to the Uto~Aztecan stock wvhichi also

gave rise to the Aztoc, Pima, Papago, liopi, and Comanche.  The

;
{ .
. e g e
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Utes hod alwaygs Leen a locky 40041:;:1121—a1°~ﬂt Pagin tribe, unlike
the Great Plains C‘,xoye.x‘ncs and Arapchocs, deaddly cncmico of tha
Tte:':, wio caie couthurout -.atn Coicradn from Central Conadn ond ;
the rorthsrm Grent Inlmes staszs pricr to 1800,

Tho Ubos wers short, 'stocky, T séular, bocoriing portly in
micalo nge. They Wero Popﬁtcrlly cood looiting .for Indinmg La
woro generclly dixty ond fildy, according to scomo observers, and
50 dork-girimied thob tho Choyeunos roforired to them as "Bleck
Facea" @ "Dlack Indiara." The Utes colled themselves “imb'z,
rearing The. Poople, " and the mountain couniry wuhich they cccupied
thc:;'nw:od "Phe Shiining I:’.».ou.ntainc " mc vord "Yutah, % peforring
Lo ther, o:vmtuﬂ"‘ bcc::c COTIT ptod Eo "Ute, ‘ |

Hictordienlly. there wore tlhwree geographic bonds of Ute Indi:ung

ot
&

in the Roc]** Hountain-Gres aoin couniwy, tho group most closzsly
agsociated with the Blgck Conyon arca being the Uncompehire op

Tabeguoche (pvo“o meed Takewatek ) bs_nd.3 These Indians spent

neening "where the red light shines on the waber; L valley
of the Uncor nJm:vo was known as bhe "Walley 'of Fountainrs") and
Gunnison (=Tomichi) Rivers be’aﬁreen presont~day lontrose and
Grond Junction, eospceeially in Shavano Val‘ ey south of rHontr rose,

Praveling into the hkighor mountcin country in pursuit of door

‘and othor g me during swmeors.  This wes thoir mein contact

with Blcelk Canyon, which was lnowm es ths "place of high rocks

05

and rmach water. They veres wore or less wandsrors in historic
end heanco it is aiff:.cult to assoss tho gboriginal

poyulaiu.on of the groupe It has beoen ectinmatsd at from 1000 to

s 5.):}0 3 ?

&

3000 indivizdualg ot the tire of‘ firot contact with whites; in

e e -
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18L5 it vas estinated at 4500, 5000 in 1650.
) Prior to contact with white man, tho Ubtoa acre presumed to
have boen village-dwelling seden wwary Indians, although not
agriculturally inclined lilke tho Pueblo Indisns to the south.
TRCY Wero a moﬁ.uaLn hunting tribe, well knoun for their
prouvess with bows and arrows, and laber guns. Their bows, of -
Vjunipor, pine, or othor native woods, werc six-footers, the
:arrons two to four feet long,'made of shrub branches such as
scﬂv:.cebcrﬂj tipned with fl:th or obsidian, lator with netal,

A good Uto hunter could shoot arrows ebout os fast as a vwhite -

 man could shoot bullets from a revolver, wuith dcadl& accurécy,

-

up to 200 foct, -
“v“m“rlly and

The Uies hunted for docqﬂ rabbits Sy uccoadhriWy

for cllz, antclope, and bighorn shecp; and these forays
undoubtedly took them to the V¢c’nity of Zluclz Canyon. They
were supcrstitious, however, and bolieved that no ons could
follow the rivoer through its derk chasm and come out alivos
lienco, their éctivity presurizbly was rcstricted to the ring,
wherc their scattcred artifacts have been found, and this
activity was only on a periodic basis.  Thcre yes an Indian
trail into Red Rock Canyon, and the riadn crossing of the river
wag done at that pointy when nscogsarye

Presuming that tho Honument arca was primarily used as a
cagual hunting ground during swrier and fall by the Utes, it is
intorcsting tqvconjecture on’the’hun ting tochni ques used heres

Door, ths cormion big gane, nay have been P‘l10d in a drivo,

like that uged vwith biaon on the Groecut Plains. Tho aniials

l uere driven into deep pits within sagebrush or other brush



"boned and dried for winter use. - ' . ' :

Dndions = b
cnclosurces tnd then slanghtored. Remcins of what ray have Ireon

= N . 4. n ’
(= "game traps") . and elsevhere ~:zx -
snclogures hove [I))ocn found in tho ferpent Point aroea A0 tho .

deor
caiyon's lorth Rine Undoubtedly doer wore olso huntod indiviqualily-

by stalking, Rabbits were gonorally hunted corpmnally. They .=

were drivon into nots, bured out of brushland cover (as r.aigllt,,;,;;,v_;»
bave happened in theo Black Canyon brashland), or chased with - . .-
dogse Jack robbits were occasionally hunbted on horsobucke - - _ .

The meat of animels zilled would bo coolod over coals,

broiled, or Jerked. Rabbit moat, to be boiled, was put into A

saterproof basizets in vhich tho waber was heabed by hot rockse 1o
The broiled entrails of the larger namials wers considored . N

dolicaciese Some hidos and auoled neat were talken Lo Denver the

latier half of the last century for barters

| T‘;ie Utes, unlilke tho Pucblo Indizns to the south, made
sorie uso of fish for food, though apparently doing limited or
no fishing within the con:t‘ine‘s' of the Dlack Canyon out of .
dsference to supez's‘b—i'tion end inaccess’ibility. In the valloys
to north and south, however, £ish ray have beon cousht in . =
willow woirs or. chot with arrowé, oaten fresh oi' boiled, or B

The Utos were nob agricultural Indians and made relatively
1ittle use of plant material as foode fThey did partake of fruit -:
in season, es'peéially the serviceborry and chokecherry which Y
abound in the canyon aroa, probably uscd the Gambel's oak
ccorns, yucca fruit, ceias ond obhoer roots, the large soeds of
rico £riess, 1mc10ubtcdiy othor plaﬁt ratorial os welle For
oxanple, they used Nicotiana attenuata for Lobacco. Spocial
baskets wero made for collecting and processing plant natorialse -

T mabk anton Prach. fyaifs would be dried and then sbored in
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baglcts in m1dorgrdund plts, Cliokecherriea vero often nashed
with the pits and Iried into balls for later use. romiican,
a x-r.infcl’ stople of the Indians, waa made Lrom driecd scrvice-
borries or chokochorrios » fat, and veaison, formed into bLlocks,
Pinyon mits wore undcubtedly used by local Indians, being
parched in hot ashes and thon shelled. My grinding of nubs
and acorns was done by rieens of metabes or norbers and riullors,
a Great Basin teclmiques |
With thoe availability of Sponish horses by at least 16!;:0,'
tho Utos wero able to make hunbing foraeys into the blcon
country of the Great Plaing, and théir riaterial, thouéh not
social and roligio{zs, culture began to assume the nature of
the plains tribes. As a casge in point, the lance, a sevon-foot

: . . } .
stock tippod with £linkt, carne into use both for hunting and in

<l

iy

)

vare. The quest er Dison brought the Utes inéo con{lict with
the Ar:apahoes and Cheyonmnes, ond frequent skirmishes toolr places
ne Utes were considered brave and excellont val’nlors,‘alert

and azpressive, and varred not »only with the tribes cbove U
a1 so with the Havaho, 1(5.0245, Apache, Co-r;:zmbhe and Stoghonie

Leeally, there developed occasional anbagoniam botwoen Ules

and ancroaching whites, especiolly in the socond haif of the

last century.
Criginally, tho Ubtes lived in tepeos covered uitih elk hide

or in brush-covered fraid wiclziups, the latber espociclly during
swmor ronths, As they began to assume Great Plains traits in

lator years, they began using bison hides for tepecss The Utes .

ere notoriously poor tepece buildiZra, thoir niclmane ariong

' neishboring tribes being "Bad Iodges." Their topecs wore

R T |
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szeller than mogt Creat Pleins tepecs, with fower oad shorbor
polos, a larzsr mioke hole, and a higher door. '"ho foundabion
for the topoc was four poles, usually of arpea which would

xave boen available in theo Momment arze, with a Lotel of

ol

~

clsven poles fer support of the covoring and two poles to

reulatec the sole Izolé. Sinco the Black Canyon regicn was

undoubtodly used for $ronsiont hunting ,'52.4:. seeris unlikely
that any extensive topes v 3'.1'! ages wero evar pitched here, bhut
brush wicliuns ney have boon 1ol Corteinly in the valleys
%o north and scut’n both tepees and wicldups wore cuaployed,

end tepece rings have bsen roports d net too far fron the

-~

For clothing in the early doys the Utos dopended upon

dcor, clk, c.::{;clo*ac, and nountain shoop hides and rabhit pelis,

Strips of zabbit fur viero sowm uogota to mako wraps ond also

for blankets, Blanizets ond robos were clso rnade fronm elk and

decr hicdese Tho blg game pelbs were droszed by the wonmen aand
nade inbo clothing., The flresh was reroved with oough
fleshiors, then t1w hair scraped off with a deor-ghin beaming

tool, Next tho hides woie wotted, strotched, dried, rubbed

v

vithh wot deor braing, and finglly g:olied or softened by powd ing

vith a stonc,
The rien wore shiris or robes, decrskin lsgsings, breech-

clouta and elkhido 1o c.sians unless on var raids, when thoy

woro only the brecch-cloubs and moccasins. Head gear uwas
worn oaly 2t cerenonials, The hair, nover cub, lwag in two

braids on their chests. Tho woren woro belied lcather goums

extending below thoe lmess, iioccasing and legringa, and
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bLoolist e2pse Thoy woroe their holy unbraided, Witk the

[T

aveilability of bullrlo, that hido caae into cermior. use for nany
¢

itens ol elothing, puch o8 rioccosing wade Lrom the hide turnsd

halr-sido in.

For houroleeping, the Utes weve ood boskets of o varieby
of sizes and ghepos fro willcow. Thess ug er{ Tor waber voro
water~-proofed with pinyon pitch, sase of which might hove been
obteined fron the Blaclk Canyvon pinyon groves. Wocden bouwls
were occasionelly uged, probsibly rado of cottonwoods Linmitod
quantities of poor grade potbery were also ubtilized. The Ubes
were acconplished et making a var:iety of buckskin pouwches which

ni

vere often niccly decorated, Utonsils such ag awls, hide

scraper Pandles and Maifo haxndles were made of bono or. horn.

frorg the Utes, the women rinde. the clothing, provided utensils
fox tho lodge and houschold, cooked the noals, loo!;"od after the
shildren, ond wore n¥irnorily concernsed in cmz'-'-"zo*«"ina. ¥Meonwhile,
the mon hunted, rwade raids into enemy territory, vwirought
woapons, and conduciod rost of the ex» corsmonialse

In 1061 the Gurmison btend of Thes was glven on agoney ab
Conec jot b;,'" ho terriborial {,,“OVCI’Z‘LDf of Colarado, =nd Lafayotie
Head was eppointed the first cpgent. The Treaby of 1863, |
ratificd the nexbt year, set the Uncompahire Utes on a reservation
which included the preseat arca of tha Tonuwient as well as other
Colorado country west of the continental divide. This trcat_y, |
signed by ten of the Taboguache leaders ineluding Oray,

Z]

guaranteed that the Ubes, in exchonge for land given up, would

receivo frem the foilerel governmsnt 150 cabtlo amually for

' five yoars, 1000 sheep anrnuclly for tio years, then 500 sheop
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a yoor Tfor hlres more years if during this pariod the Indiuns
sbowod an inbercst in ranching and cgriculiure, Tihoro was

pronige to furnich a blockanibh and to give the bond £10,000

~

a year in goods and {10,000 in provisions for ton yoars. Om

2

all of those promises tho government dofaulibed;
- The Treaty of 1868 united the Use bonds, ond Chicf Quray
uas naned by the govemuient to.hcad the nation abt $1000 a year
s;-a]nr};.é In all, the Utes enterod into cight trozties with
during this periode.
the United Stabtos Govormmenty By 1882, shortly aftor tho local
region had boen throim open Lo whito settlament, nost of tho
Cclox»2do ﬁtes had- beoon mcved o reservations in Utah, thus |
curtniling direct Indian influence 'Yn the Black Canyon regions
Ix robrogpech, i would geom lilely that tha nain use
the Utes rx:;ade of tlhe Black Canyon area wag for hunsing ond
perhaps gome collection of plond matorials. They did uso
Sicd al Hill, south of the lomwment near thé Weost Portal of
the Gunnigon Diversion Turnel, for exchongoe of sigmml firos
in years gone by; and there has been an unlikely rumor thot
the fire scar on the orth Rints F,;mit]‘.zmd 'I-Ieéa dates to a-
five -s.otA by Ttea to drive out the whito nion,
Strangely enouch; the Ubes! nost significont impact on

tho Ioimment come long afber the Indicnst departure. The Ute

Indian Troadty of Jue 15, 1808, guarcnteod the Utes a

rextncration of $1.35 an ccero for any noyw disposition of the
_ . . csbabligshment
oand andor Sha Public Lend ILowa. Whon the origlacl Vomumenty,,
wag being considercd in tho early 1930 '3,7 and vwhen later
boundary chonzes wero contemplotod, the gpecoer of this
end tholr
provigion was to keep tho momory of the Utes® formcer "kappy
: )

- . ® A S L VO, I8
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RocVWOTW, Wilson. 19%6. Tho ULos: o forgobten pcoplc,
,307 ppe Soge Boolzs, Denver.

Zince, Robert Me 1928, Tho Ube Indions in historical -
relobion to provo=-Axteco-Tanoan culturc. Colo. 80

15(k): 13h-152,

2 « Porconal cormunicavion from Dr. Robort Listor, Dapuruwcnt
of Anthropolozgy, Univercsity of Colorado, Aprll 19, 1905,

2a~ Two Folsom points snd "various rock inscriptions' wore
found on tihe llcrth Rim near tho llonumentts west boundary
in Scptenver of 1939. - Honthly Report. .

3 - Later inco o“"bed into the lMiddle or Cccbetopa Agencye.

L - Accoraing to Escolante, "...bLy the Yutas called fAncepogerl
{which according to the interprcter, rnecons Laguna
Colorhdo) becouge nocar its cource there is a spring of
red vater, hot and bad testing." - Belton, Herbert E.
1250. Pageant in the willderness. Ubah Hist.e Guare 1
10. )

S - llational Pavl: Service Report, Novanber, 1937. IiCR-RB,
lational Archives, : :

So~ A wviciup site was found at ths west end of the orth REim in
Septearbor of 193¢, and tent poles wore found in August of
1840 in the sane genercl areca, Alsc, just under the
rivrock overlooling the west end of Zostwick Pork a
possible turial site was discoversdé in Septenber, 1953, -
llonthly Reports.

6 - r?‘hls trealy guarmiteod the Ubes thoir lurd "as long as the
ivers mizht mun and grasses might grow." | /

VT - Seo Chapbor V, "Ths Monument Estoblisghr crt.

s
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CHAPTER II
THE BARLY REGIOHAY LY PLORLRS
Rivera, Xgcalanto, Gumigon and Fra:zont

I£ history could be réwritton, it would be ruch nore exciting
for Black Canyon'!s to havoe had the firat white explorcrs of the
rojion roeach the chama rim rather than microly skirt tho uplift.
Tut fron Riverals onbry into the Uncompahgre Velloy in 1765, over
a cenbury was to pass bLefore history could trutﬁfully reeord such
an ovcnbe | » |

Juan lerfa de Riverats cxpedition of 1705 was probably the
firgst in tho vicinity of Black Canyon.l On orders from Tonds
Vélexz Cachup{n, Govornor of ilew lexico, the party had left Santa
Fe scuarching for nmineral riches, prospocted the wostern San Juans,

and eventually cane dowm the north slope of the Uncbmpahgre

Plateau into the river valley near today's lontrosce

Following the Uncorpahgre River northvest, the expedition
slcirtod the westorn end of tho Black Canyon uplift to the
junction of the Gunnicon and Uncompahpre Rivers near tho presenﬁ-
day voum of Ibltd, vhere on the écuth bank an encarprient was

rade in a mcadove. Hore, reporitedly, Rivera cut a cross on a

Usocond~growih" cottonwood together with his initials ond the year

of the tripe. Aftor sénding two rien across tho river (mistalzened
for the Colorado) Lo loolk for Yuba (=Ute) Indiwns, Rivora turned
his group around and proceedod'back the uaj ho had conres .

In late surmor of 1776 Franciscans Fray Francisco Abonasgio
Dbm{hgucz end Fpay Silvostre Vilez de Bacolante and their small
party, with a Yuta guide named "atanasio" in honor of tho loader
Dcmihguez, canie northeast off tho Uncorpahrroe Plabeaun and struck
the Uaconpahgro Ri#cr (=be de San Froneclsco) about five rilles

~

south of present-day I-Son‘arose.2 This wag not entirely strange
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country, inassuch as the expedition uas Cfeniliar with Rivorats

'S

journal ond included ono man who had already been in the ovca.
hscalante prophotically noted that whére the expedition first
sav tho river "...ethore is a readow about threc leu(;ucé long
vith excollent lond for crops, opportunitiog fér irrigetion end
cverything nceded for the estaﬁlishmént cf a g,dc;d sottlemont."3

“"m next day, August 27, the porty riovod dovmstrcam along

~ the west bank of the Uncompahzre Rﬁver, with the Black Canyon

uplift in view to tho right, erossed.bhe river soveral niiles

-2

/12

below todayls .I-Eontvoso, and caz:med for the night in a cottonwood- -

_edgod neadow about thr*ce riles north of Olathe, On the 20th

tho e:spedition loft the river end cub cvro gs~counvry around the.

end of the uplift, striking the Gunnison River (=Rio do San
I N

Francisco Javicr=Rio del '”‘om.ch._) sevoral milcs west of its
junction with the North Fork, near the sito of Mstine The

night in a bend of the river where thero was

1

group carmed that

sonie pusturage, nening the spot "Sonta lMonica °" then on the

arbernoon of Augusht 30 crossed the Gumison Rivor "in which the
water roached above the sboulde" blades of the horses" and

prococded northeast to the North Fork of the Gurnison (=Ri6 de

Santa Fosa de Lima), at about the locat:.on of Hotchliss. Fron

here the expedition crossed northsast over Grand llesa, leaving

the Black Canyon arca.
Thus Escalanto ond his men circled rmch of the Dlack Canyon

frox south by west to north, fording vater which hed enanated

from the gorge; but never roalized what rugged scenery they had |

circuriscribed,
Around 1837 Fort Uncompabgre was constructed just bolow

-
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the junction of the Gumiison and Uncompahre by Anboino Robidouﬁ:,
French trador from St. Louis;‘ond fcr the short time beforo it
was burned by Utes, the fort served as a congrcpating poi:it.lr"
Pt if enyone from-hero penctrated to the Black Canyon gorge,
the event was unpublicized, |

In 1353 Jobn Willianms Gunanison and his paﬁ;y, 1iko thoaso
boforo, chiirtod the Black Canyon uplift bub failed to recch the -
gorscs  ilewever, inasiuch as Gunnison's xie:.;a is closcly ascoclated :
with the progeat HMomuent, it is vorth delineating in proster ”
dotail this man ond his expeditione? | . |

John Williams Cunnison wag born on Novenmber 11, 1812, in
Goshen, llow Iiarﬁpshira, a criall village in the Sunopoo Ilountaixis.
In the spring of 1833 he was appointed as a ceded ab Wesh Point,
corziencing his studies on July 1, 1833. When he groduated in

Juno of 1837 as Cadeb Io. 892, he rantod second in his class of

Fecling that "the interoests of individuals should yiold
to tho interest of thsir Country,” Gun.ﬁison aceceptod a cormission
as second licutenant on Julf,r 1, 1837. Pe wag shorily ordersd, as
an ordamnce officer, to Florida where ot the Uire there was
trouble with the Sexinole Indians, During the course of this
tour of duty ho explored many of the unknown lakes and rivers in
this sb::i-tropical _v.-:ildornéss. The next year he was transforrsd
to the Corps of Topograephical Enginecrs for _whom he carried oulb
surveys both in Florlda end C—éorgia. , |

On april 15, 1841, bs marriod Hertha Ae Delony whon he had
nict in Georgiae. Shortly he was sent to Groen Bay, Wisconsin, fo

carry out a swrvey of the Wisconsin-liichigon boundary. Ho weas
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engaged in a gurvey of Lale Iidichigon in 1842 end continued
:mrveys of tho Grezat Lales in%o 1848,

In April of 1819 he rcconed ol "pr.Lsc orders to Iﬁrcceod o
St. IZouils and thars join an erpedition bownd for Ghoh Terribory,
Ils job wasg o cormenco a survey along a now snd vnl:nozm rone
froa Fort Ioll on thoe Orepon Teail o tho "or'"u;»n sobtlement at
Groat Salt Lale, obizoining all Infermation pos siblo about bthe
Salt Lalio Velley and raking charts of the country,

Thisg expediticn was under the cormend of Capiain Howard
Stensbury. Haen the ccmpmly left 8%, Louis, Gunnicon was sick

y

1d had t©0 be transporbed on a bod in the lorgs gprying wegon

1
uvsed for carvrying instruments, He rcachod -Salt Lalzo con !mgust .

=3

23, 181,0 and, -having recovered fron his il..-gss, went wp o
Fort Hall and lober supai‘inte nded the party which explored Ulch
Lale end Ztg viecinily over a thrcee-month poriod.
During the wintor of 18L9-50, which Gur*uson apent ab
Salt Lake City, he made a thorough study Lo Kormoen religion
and began nreperations for his book "The lMormions or L..we”-Da,
Sa;nta in the Valioy of tho Great Salt Lei:c." On occasion he
8130 assistod the MNormons in tifeir encounters ogainct the Indians,
yith thc' errival of gpring, Gunnison cormenced & gurvey
of the castern ghore of Greoat Salt Loke, By ths coand of Auguch,
1050, the gurvey wcs completod and the expcdition headed east
{for horis, During the course of this return trip, Gumicon wes
hrotm from his horso and gaversly hrulsed, aficr his horss had
been cccidentzlly shobts Ctheruise tho Journoy was withoug
incident,

.

By January of 1351 Gumilcon was back in Wazhdingiton, engaged

T o g a e
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in naking riaps of tho expedition's travels. Subsequently, ho

and Stansthury cormpiled the official report for the Great Salb

o

Lako cxpodition.

At tho closc of the 3lst Congress in 1852, an eppropriation
708 nado for’a survey of a railroad route fron the liisasissippl
Riveor to tho Pacific Ccemn. On'Harch 3, 1853;-Joffo?aon Davis,
then Scerobary of War, ordered such on expedition o bo made
throush tho Rocties after a plan by'Senator Bantonas The senabor

had odvoented o btrangcontinental railroad bhetureoh the 38%h and -

- 39%h parallols, | | |
_

- Benton tried Yo sngincer Jobkn Charleé Froanont,; his son-ine
lav, int0>commnhd of the expedition, but Secrctary of iar Davis
appointed Gumison, who ncw.hcld_tha renk of caphain. Ho wag
ordored, by tclegram frem J. J. Aberd of thé’“nmy foice of
Chief ¥ngineers, to nwkeo a gurvey throush the Hoéky i'ountains
by way of the Huerfano River, over Cochobopa Pass "or other
accéssitﬁe pacses, ' inbo the region of the presonb-day Gumison
River, the Green River, west tb the Sevier River, roturning
north to Lake Utah, through the Wacateh Range to South Pass
ené Ferl Laronie, then cast to Weashington. |

Thig orpedition outfitted just kslow the mouth of the

Kansas River, about five miles from Westport. Gumisont's

»>.

staff consisted of Lt, E, G. Beclurith, gecond in corzmond; R. H,

e

¥ern, topograniier and arsist; J. A. Snyder, esaictant topographer;

Steppend Homans, astrononier; F. Creubtzfeldb, botanlst; Dr. Jamos

Schtiel, surgecon and geolegist; and Charles Teplin, wagon-naster,.

In acddition, thero was a wmilitary oscort of thirty non-cormissioned

' *
officers and nen under Drevet Captzin R. J1. Merrise

-
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The parly started out on ths Santa Fe Trail on June 23,
1053, Gunnison hoped to prove tho practicality of a wason
»roaé across vho Rocltios, and to this ond included in his
entourage sixtoen sixe-rmle-drgum vehiclos, a tuo-horse
ambulance wnich eventually had to be drawm by four rmlos, and
a Tour-mule carriago for carrying instrumcnté.

Tho cxpedition procecded up tho Arkansas and liverfano

-

»)

L]

Xivors, over the Sangreo de Cristos, and to Forbt lassaclugclbise.

\

by

Hore an cxporienced guide, Antoine Loroux, was procured {rom
208 to load the .expedition wegtward out of the Son Luis Valleyas
On Augnst 29 Gumigon divided his company into o parties.

The niain group headed west over Cochetopa Pass while Gumison

went north over riodormeday Poucha 2Pass to noar the site of
Salida befove returaing to rejoin the largor party. Incidenbally, -
the nome "Gunnison Pags" was given to Poncha Pasgs in 1855 by

) Lt. Beclorithe

Fron G260 Cochicbopa Pass the expedition traveled nortiwest
towards the Gunnison River, lknown to contemporary explovers
such as Gumison, Fpcnmont, and lMarcy as the "Crand River." The
Uses colled it "Touichi, " the Spdnish explorer Bscalonto the
"Ri0 do San Javier." Tho rodern natio "Gunnison“ was given to
the river in 1661 by Govornor Willian Gilpin, Torritorial
Governor, who had cormissionod the mappihg of Colorado.

By Septembor 6, 1853, the party was oncanped on the banks

of the Gumnison Rivor near present-day Cumisone From this
spot thoy travelod west along about the sae route as the
r:odern higluray, rcaching Loke Fork (Rlo do la Laguna) on

. Septerber 9.
e e




Travel throush this country was Loconing rucpeds  Soveral
steop Tiesas had to bo ascended ond desednod descended, one

doceont béing over 1000 feets At this point tho wheols of the

wasons had to bo locked and ropes were attached to tho wagons

to loep ther from overturring. To cross the Lalto Fork a road

had to bo constructed, the project taling tho greater port of
8 dcYe \

Boyond Lalwe Fork ncre ravines and mosas‘ had to bo traoversed,
before reacning the first branch of CObollé. Croek (Cinarron)e

At this point the company encounterod several Indians, to whom

Gumison gave proscirtse. : ‘ :
‘Shortly affer crossing Ccbolle, the men found furbther
travel along the river irpossible because of (ke increcsingly

procipitous canyon walls. Consequently they turned southwest,

rcaching the broad, sani-arid Uncorpahgre Valley on Septenben
15. During this scction of travel the party was under consbont
surveillance by the Ute Indians, who not only followod the
oxpedition bub carmped nearby every nipght, never ceasing their
hoisc-;éakinz;. Tpansportation problems were vexing, tooe Roods
had to be constructed and crossings made for the wazons.

Tho Black Cenyon, which had forced tle corpanyl!s debour,
drew the following comment from Beelurith with respect to its
passage by the proposed rail lines : ' )

Beeeolut £rom the continuance, for so groat a distal_aoe,

of vertical rocky wells along the river, ranging from

80 to 1,000 fecot and noro in hoight, uvpon vhich the

road raust be corried, and which can boe cut only by .

blasting, and, fron tho dcop side-chasns to Lo passed

(as doceribed by Coptein Gunnison on the 7th instont)

only by the heaviest maconry, it is cvident that a

railroad, althouph possible, can only be constructed
in tho vicinity of this section of Gpand river, at an

AVINWIATII O ASRFNIATY O M L,
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a point where the strean flowed in an sast=rest
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From the Uacompahgeo Velley Gumicon, 1lilo his predocessors,
proceeded along the Black Canyon unllft and thon on nerthwestiard

acrosg YWasaten Pass to tho Scevior River

to tho Colorado Rivor and

on October 17, Hs concluded hore that 2 now nail and military
route from Taos via Fors Lus"achuuc+ts had becnn achrioved bub

that it was nobt a good route for a railroad,

In nid~-0ctober an cxplération of the Scvier Rivcr countiry
was boguns At an encamprient cboub sixtoen nilos from Lole
Sevier on October 2l the cormand was divided to facilitate -
investigation of tho lake region. | |

o next moriing a ajal. detabthment including Cunnison,
Kern, C“cutuYCWQt, Jolm Bellows, a group of soven enlis shed

personnel, and lormon guide William Potter loft cap to

investigate tho lakes The nea went down the Scvier River in a

outiniesterly diroction for oleven milesg, finally encamping ob

Lol

ot dirocction.

sinco enboring Sévier Valley, tho parsy had

signal fires bub expectod no troubls from ths Indions

.-.

this fact, a guard wes rinintained throughoud the

ficld carp.
Shortly'afﬁer dawm, o the story goes; & band of Parvain
Indizns foll upon the white men while at breaizfast, surnrisihg
then with rifle fire and arrouws from o ned arby willow thichot.
Gunnison,was liied by a volley of arrows Qg he rucdhed from s

tent, shouting to the Indians to hold their fire, that he was

their friend, liot a mombor of the expedition was able %o

rcturn Lire in ths confusion,
‘ry dede

Four eszared, cnd one of these brought news of theo attack

2 B S P .
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ack: o the nain coope A TAMer Wag ¢ spatehed to S521%

City to notify the territericl "owe-hor, while o party w"Sﬁ

- - —

hagtily orgenizod to reburn to ths scono of tho ombush. ”uontyu..'wf

{ob=e

four hours lator the na cere aite vas ro“chod. scatbtered aboub < -

voere tho bodies of niuo“, Yern, Croutzfold?, fotier, Bollows,f'm .
end Privates Coulficld, Liptrobd and lerhteens, rubilated 1
alriost beyond rocognition by the Indians hnq trolves. Eocouso

of the sbtabe of Hho bodies, no ebtoxpht wes made te bury them

ab the timo, althoush within a few days they were buried by a -
péssing party of liormons. This failluro to bury the dead became |
a sourco of saverc oriticisn during ﬁhe iﬁvcstigation of tha
TOSSICYC, ) '

Soxe ORtGﬂ:OP&PV‘HJ“thy shrouded the a'taqk. A number
of peoplo postulated that Gumisoats book on the lormons nay
have ¢neouraged maabers of that sect Lo inciie Indians to
nalo $he garprise abtack, Others clained that the Hormons
thonmsolves, dispuised as Indims, &d the killing .In 139 4£
an Indien version of the massacre wog flnal gy ebtained,7 and \.Vi:
cccording Lo this version the nassecre vas in »reprisel for the -
killing of an Indian leader by enigrants in 1853, Tho details - - -
are sufficiently different from tho account given cbove to ”
varrant inclusion herce

Gunnisonl!s party was encounteroed on October 25 by a baad
of Indicns including MHoshoquop, whose fdther had Deen huw
rurdored in 1853, SOﬁO time efter midnight tho Indians surrounded:
Gunnicgonlts encarpwcnt, and 1t wos agreed that the atta ack would

Legin upon the Liring of a signel gun as the first rayn of tho

porning sun struck the crpe
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A feou ninutes bofore sunrise, the cook lirhted tho

capfiros. Kern and Crc,ut eldt wore standing b'j tho fivo, the

S —
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corporal and hig non were taking care of the horsos soro distance

avay, wirdle Gunnigon was washing his honds and face et tho

e e

ncarby rivor. Alertod by the click of a cun ha:mzzor, Gumison

was not killed in tho initial attacls;, but Kern, CGreoutsfeldt and

tho cool: worc, Gumison emptied his gun at ono of the Indians

but failed to it him. The corporal ond a companion took to

their horses and escoped, as did sone of tho others; and
Gunnison, aficr ascertaining tha’c pouh:n.ng could bo done for Lhe

rurdered nen, sough’c refuge in a willow thickobs

R e R Y

Several hours later he was ¢iscovered there 'b,,r the Indiena,
lying full length on tho grass with severacl arprow wounds in his

body. Gunnison raised his hands, palms up, in a silent appeal

R P PR TV, T A S

for nercy. Tho Indlang present made no 10Ve 1;0 kill tho c'xptain, '

but suddenly an Ind..an renegade named Jimay Knight a.ppourod on

the scene and without & word shot him.

i S et T

Ai"'ccr tho magsacre, the surviving ne:mbors of Cv.r‘ wisonts

expodit 1on continucd on under the lcaaorvu.p of Lt. Bcclfm.th,

sho later prepared tho official report of the ill-.f.‘o.ted sSurveye

Evonbually, orders wers given for the porpetrators of the

raggacre to be errcsted and tried. Eight Indions wore brought

up for trial at »Ieph'? City; and Lhou{_,h the judge charged the
jury to- find the dcf‘cndon’ca {uilty or nob guilty of uurdor,
tho jury acquitted five and returncd e verddct of manslaughter
gppinat the remaining three, such sentence being punishable by
only threo years! imprisonment in the Utah ﬂCZ’.in;‘lt_.,.I"j'o

' : Gumison'!s re:ains, nothing more thon a forearm bone‘ and
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e lock of bair, wore buried in an waarked grave at Fillmore,
Utahe In 195, attonded by appropriote coremonios, a monument
wag erected at this grove. Tho site of the massacre, meamvhile,
had becn marked for many years by a juniper post. On lomecrial
Day, 1927, a now momorial of black lava wos unvoiled at this
pite by tho local American Legion, Daughte“s of Pionocrs, and
Boy Scouts of A:nrlca, the bronze crrovhcod-shaned inscripiion
slate sob to faco the sotting gun.

Curmison's namo iz woll rerienmbored in the wosbern country
through which ho passeds In eddition to the Gunnison River,
his surnorne 15 ssociabed with Cumison County and its county
sect, with Gumnison Igland, the ldrgest in the Great Salt Lalzo,

uith the Gunnison UP&iPlG dog, the Gumison sego 1lily, and

with many other p aces and things,

/

Lndohd, hig name is 1ztlnate1y

rclated to the lommmentist Black Canyon of the Cunnison ligtional

Fonument; cmd of late has bocome part of one of the South Rimls

niost sublime ovorlooks, Gunnigon Point. Yot neither from this

point nor any other did John Williams Gunnison gaze into the

shrouded depths of Black Canyone
Only a few months after the Gunnison masgsacre, in mide-

wintor of 185k, John Charles Frcmont led his £ifth oxpedition

A Far

of twenﬁ:y-tuo men, including the first offici

Cervalho, ever attached to an exploring oxpodition,

1 phobographery
Solor:on N,
into the Un comyahure Valleye 8 Those explorors had periodically
seen signs of the earlicr Gumnisgon party——tho vagon road cub

throush thoe conifers of tho high Roclides,; thoe crosses blezoed

on treces, aad vagon wheol traclis on occazion--and even ran into

Lte Declarith Y-6. other sarV1vors of Gunnisont's expcdition in

.
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Salt‘Lako City. Dat clthough Carvalho did scalo a beld-topped
nountain o photograph, stonding wailstedoosp in the uinter snow,
"o ﬁanorana of tho cont iruous ranges of méuntains around VLEeeee
x;lzj.le tho CGrand River [Coloradcj plunsing along in m«rﬁti
sublinity through its rocky bod, waé scon for tho first tino3"
thore is no indication that this pmicrama in-.:sludod. a glizpse
of the Dlacl: Canyon abyss,. o

bus it was that the earliest explorers of wesbtermn Colorado,

)

like, unfortunately, many modern travolers, came within a piiion
jayts £light of %the rims of Black Canyon bubt missed tho spectacle

of one of the marrowest, deopest clofts in tho worlde

/\
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CHAPTER III

1
EXPLORATION OF THE BLACK CAXYOH

It took more than the mere uest for adventure to entice the
first white men down the- churning white waters of the Gunnison
River where it rushed thr&ugh Black Canyonl -

In the decades before the turn of the century, S0 one story goes,
there was a Irench settler, I'. C, Lauzon, living in the Uncompahgre
Valley.2 His holdings'comprised forty barren acres which were
watered by a dribb}e from the fluctuating Uhcompahére River and by
erratic downpourings from short;lived.storms. vLauzbn knew of the
Gunnison River, entrenched in its rock-wailed canyon to the north,
and after long cozitation he became convinced fhat its bountiful
waters could be diverted into the arid Uncompahgre Valley by means
of a judiciously placed tunnel and system of connecting canals,

Probably many of the local ranchers and farmers, including
Lauzon, had come to view the waters of the near—by but inacceséible
Gunnison River with pfoprietqry anticipation in the late nineteenth_
century., Irrization had come into vogue in the Uncompahgre Valley
about 1875, the first crop being hay for shipment to the scuthwestern
Colorado mines.3 Availability of water by irrigation ditches,
starting about 188u,lmadé poséibie the raising of other crops and
fruit trees,, Eowever, wafer resources of the walley soon proved
inadequate under the increased demand. HMuch of the agficultural
land was abahdoned and many a valuable house was deserted. Those

settlers who remained naturally began toying with the idea of

B AP C e menea e et e
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diverting the greater flow of the Gunnison into their own valley by

neans of tunnels and canals,

Tf a tunnel were to be constructed, it was imperative that the
canyon be surveyed to ascertain the best location for such a project,
Up to 1882 the Black Canyon had genarally been considered as impassabla,
and little specific information was available about it., The local
Utes occasicnally crossed the river within the wrcsent national monu-

sent area, especiglly at Red Rock Canyon, but reputedly felt that

avoided the canyon in 1853, by-passing it to the south and west as

had Escalante befora him in 1776, Iﬂ_l§25—33? 4iddle Division of

thc Hayden Survey - b”lPLGd the north rim of the canyon throuzhout ltS

ength, establishing several survey stationsg within the present

BLOA Vedieie!
extent of the,lonument. Someone with this party reportedly gazed
into the gorge and.declaréd it.inaccessible.s At one time an. -
unidentified geologist who had been lowerad 1000 feet into the
chasn cbnvhntod that "no man could go farther and live, "6
The winter of 1882 83 saw the flrst successful, thouyh partial,

survey carrlod out w1th1n the canyon.7 By this time the Denver and
Rio Grande Railway had completed its line from Gunnisocn into the
Black Canyon to Cirarron, the first passen er train passing to the
end of the track° on the morning of Auguot 13 1882.8 One hundrpd
twenty-ona tickets had been sold for the orenlng run of the Flfteen;
mile stretch cof canyon, good publicity having been insured by giving

) l anyecne geing downstream would never cone cut alive.“ Gunnisen had
x : -

frae tickets to membars of the press, The Gunaison Boys' Band
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accompaniecd the excursionists, making the canyon walls echo with its
musics The last nile of tracks, costing more than the entire line
through the Royal Gorge, had taken a year to build. The terminus,

Cimarron, was nothing rore than a tent city at this time, with only

one log house on the townsite,
+ Early in Deccnber, 1882, Byron H. BEryant, in chargé of construction

for the Uncompahpgre ILxtension of the Uenver and Rio Grande, received
a telégram from the line's chiéf enginéer, J. A, MeMurtrie, asking
hin to undertake an exploration of the Black Canyon from Cimarron
at the end of the road dounstream to Delta, Immediately.Bryant
orzanized a surveyidg crew with C, E., Telvirer of Aspen in charge,
and including H. C. Wrigﬁt, transitman, James Robinson, Le#elman,
Gundar, topographer, lcDermott as rcdiaan, Usher as head chainman,
and a péck train outfit headed by Charles Hall,

The party left Grand Junction on'December 12, and proceedsd up
the north rim of the Black Caryon to Crystal River, about five miles
downstrean from Cimarron, where‘it encamped hipgh above the river. A
few days later the men started their line downstream from Cimarron,
spending their first night with an old frontiersman and contempovéry
of Kit Carson and Jim Bridger, Captain Cline, who had a home up the
Cimarron and who claimed to have run the Gunniéon in a canoe some
years befcre, a nost unlikely feat, '

Bryant expected to rake the survéy-through the canyon in sone
tventy days, and the party was provisioned for that period. As it

developed, the work took from sixty-five to sixty-eight days; about
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ten days of which were spent in moving fron the north to the scuth

side cf the canycn when further movement along the north side becams
impossible because of steep walls and open water,

Every norning the workmen vwould leave their rim camp and clamber
down into the chasm depths, returning to the rim that evening, This
arduous procedure left little time fcr actual surveying, as one nmight
judpe fron Bryant's account of the daily routine:

One of our camps wos nade cn precipitous side of the
range, 500 feet below top, and dally task considted of
climb of 500 feet to top of range, a climdb down a nmuch
rore precipitous slope 2600 feet to river, a scramnbdle
up or down river.to our work, when we would do such work

a5 time would permit, and then climb up 2600 feet and
cdown 500 back to our campe. -

This type of activity was wearing on the nmen, ¥hen the transfep -

was nade from the north to the scuth rim, all but three of the crew
quit, These three, Gundef, Robinson, and Wright, with Bryant, come
pleted the survey while Charles Hall continued to take care of the.
camp and pack train, The party had to go downstream from Grizzly
Gulch (within the present Monument area, said by some to be a
corruption of "Griswell's Guleh") on the Horth Rim to Delta, then
back up the South Rim until the Grizzly Gulch portion of the canyon
was again recached, | |

For about forty days the four ran the transit, the level, both

ends of the chain, carried the leveling rod, and took the topography..

The river was partially freczen, and the men would have to jurp back
end forth from ice fringes across swirling, frigid water. Sone of
the ice bridges which spanned the river would raise the water level

+

fronm five to eipght feet above the downstream side,
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had to be restrained from taking.chances. Gunder was gcod at the

wall climbing, After a hard day in the canyon, Wright would often

talk in his sleep about imaginary hazards. "Sometimes it was the

safety of his transit that troubled him, and sometimes he would dream

he had met with an accident and broken an arm or a leg and would give

us minute instructions as to how to care for him,"

The survey wés finally completed edvly in fhe spring of 1883,
Frem the results, it Qas evident that use of the canyon dowﬁstream
fror Cimarron for a railwey line was impractical., However, this
first sﬁrvey might have augﬁesfed to sorme that water diveréion was a
feasible idea, and that the canyon éould be conguered.

Prelinminary irrigation investigations, except on a minor scale,
webe too expensive to be supported by local subscription, despite
some interest, In 18%Y% a nman named Richard WYhinnerah made a suhﬁéy
for a tunnel aleng what_téday is the present line of the Gunnison
Tu-hel.9 The next year, Lauzon promoted an election to secure funds
for a diQersicn tunnel from thé Gunnison River, but the vote was
against the proposition.lo. During this period attempts were made to
interest the Cclorado legislature in supporting a diversion project,
but to no avail.l; Independent surveyors were very naive about the
cost of suéh a project, one estimating that $75,000 would pay for
seven niles of tunnel, a mile of heavy cut, and a hundred-foot damv‘

across the Cunfd$son River.12

Robinsen was good at working on the ice, so fearless that he often
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Around the turn of the century, two men made special exarinations
which proved of value. In August of 1900, Delta County Surveyor Jchn

A, Curtis took a survey crew up to Red Rock Canyon "to ascertain just

the condition which exists with regard to getting water from the

Gunnison into this valley."13 Also, a surveyor from Montrosa, W. H.

Flering, had run leval lines across tﬁe divide betwaeen the Sunnison
and Uncempahgre Valleys at chosen points;lq |

In order teo obtain funds to support a tunnel project, an appezal.
had‘been made to the Twelfth Session of the Colorado Iégislature which

met in 1399, On January 28, Scnator W, S. Buckley introducad Zenate

Bill XNo. 310, "for an-act to ccnstruct, raintain, and operate a state

tunnel in Meontrose County, Cclor:do, and for the use cf unemplcyéd
convicta in constructing the same and making apﬁvopriations therafor, 719
This bill was raferrsd to the Committee on Laber, On March 1, the

bill was tabied "for the reason that there are no funds available for

nlb

Bucklaey cbjected strenuously to the pessimistic ﬁuggesticn of the

latter phrase, 2nd it was finally struck from the record, 17
Soonsors of the wafeé diversicﬁ project wers cnly.ﬁcmentarily

set back by the deafeat of tha reguest for legislative support., The

Montrese Enterprise urged "each citizen te put in a goed work when
nl8

ha can. - In lete June of 1900, John Masters, an Idaho capitalist,
arrived in Montrose to investigate the pcssibility of putting a danm
and power plant near Red Rock Canyon whéch would furnish pcwer for

the mines of Ouray, With respect to thz project, lMesters told lcecal

>fficials that "his company must have at least a quarter cof a million

A

D L
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dollar investrment in prospect to take hold of it in eé?éégtéw%
This investment nevar proved forthcoming, o : 4
Yestern Congressmen were busy pushing the local irfﬁsation g%§
diversicn projact, especially Representatives Shafroth and Bally and
Senator E. 0. ¥olcott. The latter promised to-intrcduce a billlinto
the Urited States Senate to build the tunnel and canals, at the .
jnstipation of a local farmer, John L., Pelton. There was some-thought

s -

at tha time that this would ba construed primarily as s political
move, sincz Wolcott was coming . up for re~clection, 20

Late in.the summer of 1800, a party'of five VQluntcefs decided to
tackle a survey of the Black Canyon %o see if water diversion would
actually bde feasible,2l The lcader; William ¥, Torbence, later to
ba called thz "Father of ths Sunnison Tunnel,” was at the time
superintendent of th2 HMoantrose Electric Light end Pcwér Ceompany.
f1is companioﬁs inélgded John L. Palton, a Hontrose farmer and local
lake resort propriétor, J. A, Curtis, the Dzlita County Subveyor and
civil engineer, ¥, L. ﬁovey, Mentrose farzer and cne-time miner, and
L. B. Anderson, & Delta rancher. All excest Torrences were ﬁarried
and had children, lovey, the oldest, was fifty~fiv$.

In Septembzy of 1900 thes2 m2n were raady to taékle the »river,
licadad by Pelton, they took fhe train for the mouth of Cimarron Creek;
therailroad company transporting them free, Coing down-river from
thera, the men planned to rcach Red Rock Can}dn within four or five
days. if they had experienced too rough a journey by this time, they
would ¢lirdb out there, lezaving the boats to drift downstrean to the

forth FTorkjy othervise they would accompany the boats through the

entire length of thae canyon,
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Their equipment included two hoats, City of Montrose and John -

C. Bell (after Congrassman Bell), of steout oak frames, bound with

iron ‘and covered with canvas. The boats were supplied by John

Pelten from his private lake., They had tins of meat, vegetablés,-

and hard tack sufficient for a month's trip. Cémeras, surveying

instruments, including an aneroid barometer, pbﬁket conpass, and

surveyor's chain, and notebooks were protected in waterproof tins,

On Septemher,s,gat 10 o'clock, after all was packed, they sipnaled

by revolver shots to watchers above that the expedition was undearway,
Cn the first day, the men had to carry beoats and.provisions on .

their shoulders past many bad stretches of the river, and by evening

had journcyed only three-quarters of a mile., HNext day, about two

riles from the starting place, the John C. Bell parted its line,

struck a rock and sank, carrvying with it many provisicns. and
equipment, including Torrence's field glasses, Only the blankets,'
which floated, were saved, That night the men found refuge in a |
cave above the water, where they cooked their evening meal over a
drift#ood fire, |

fiext day they continued in-the one remaining boat, About eleven
miles down the canyon, wet from the rain and river water, they
rendezvoused with a party undér lr. Denniston who came down from
the vin., After a long respite, the men returned to the canyon on
Septembef 25 to qontinue the trip. It was optimistically con-
jectured that "the rest of the trip which is not so rough will
probably be made in a few daysﬂ"zz

Periodically during the course of the trip, friends had been

watching for the party from the canyon rim above, When they

o

o e et y .



finally spied them for the first time, the watchers shouted and
fired shots to attract the attention of the five men, but the roar'
of the river drowned out the salutations, At last, they sent a
cascade of rocks dowh.the canyon slope which did alert the men. below,
Excigedly the voyagers looked up and waved, tﬁen collepsed on the
shore for.ha1f~an-hour, glancing up occasionally and waving at
their well-wishers, |

About four_weeke from the date when they first entered the canyon,
the men gave up the venture, They had cone only some fifteen miles;
the last four in fi;e days, had been without adequate brovisions,
and how the men were confronted with what appeared to be an impassable
cascade blocking their passage, The canyon had: narrowed to about

thlrty feet, the chasm walls rose perpendicularly 2,000 feet overhead,

~and the river was cascadlng over falls after falls, Anderson and

Hovey trled to go downstream a wqys to survey, but their boat nearly
swamped and they narrowly missed being propelled over a cascade, To
proceed farther, the men alluegreed, would result in almost instant
death, Disheartened, Torrence wrote in his notebooké"ﬁith our |
present equipment-we can go no farther, The Bleck Canon is‘not
impenetrable, If I get out of this scrape allve, I shall come back,"23
Scoutlng around, Torrence located a oteep rav1ne whlch seemed
to give access to the north rim in the viecinity of the present
Narrows, 'The men rested, and that evening they ate up the remaining
food, Next morning at eight they left the "Falls of Sorrow," as
they named the rocky cascade upstream from the Narrows (now known

as Torrence Falls), and started the long Scramble upward, They . -

. roped together and, using the spike-shod transit triﬁod legs as

Tt et DT
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alpenstecks, they sicwly made their ppecarious way, one after another,
up the canyon wall. By nocn they had scalcd a thcusand feet, 1In
the afterncen one of the company could hardly be restrained from
jumping into the chasm, Finally, at 3:30 in the afternocon the rim
was reached, The men were exhaustéd, covered with dust, parched,
hands cut, lips swollen, eyes bloocdshot, Evcn'%hen, they were sgtill
in wild, uninhebited country and had to ﬁike fifteen miles before
they encountered William Hcﬁillen's rahch on the Fuddy, where they
could p}ocure fcods TFreom there lclillen transported therm te a place

where they could make connections feor Hortrose, which they reached

on October l.2h

Puring these days of exploration, friends and relatives of the
five ren had rnaintained a vigil on the rim, heping for an occcasional

glimpse of the intrepid river-runners. Towards the end of September,

‘not having seen the explerers for some time, the watchers finally

feared the worst and were nmaking prenarations te screen the river
where it left the canven to the northeast to recover the bodies,
when the nen ?efa reported safe.

This partial exploration of the canyon by river served to bolster
the interest in ivrrigaticn possibilities of the region. In 1301, |
Meade Hammcnd; State Representative from Delta; introduced a new
Cunnicen Tunnel bill (licuse Bill o, 1953) into the Colorado legis~
lature, Thirteenth Session, "a bill for an act to construct, maintain
and cperate Statc‘Canal Na. 3,:in Hontrese and Delta countias;vthe
creation of a becard of coentroly the use of cenviet labor in con-
structing the camej; the iscsuance of certificates of indebtednessy

providing for the cale of water, and making en approrriation for




R i

Zxploration - 11

/35

censtruction,"?%  The requeét for funds was in the amount of $55,000,
The bill was referraed to the Finance Committee.  On April 11, the
bill wa; appreved but with the amendrent that only $25,000 would

be authorized to support the project.26 This bill had been pushad

not cnly by Senator Harmmond but by Senators W, S, Buckley, chtgcﬁery,

Kewalt, and othebg as well.,  Indeed, Buckley felt so strengly about

the meesure that, decspite having been confined to a hospital bed

‘in the last throes of tuberculosis, he was carried to the Senate

Achamber to voté in favor of the bill,27

Against this background of state action and local iﬁterest, the
U, S.VGeological Sur?ey authorized the expenditure of‘$9,000.for é
prelininary exanination of the canyoﬁ to deterrine the geological
structure of the area through which & tunnel might pass, the con-

struction difficulties to be anticipated, and the probable cost of

the work.28 According to popular accounts, the Chief Engineer of

the new Reclamation Service in VWashington sent a wire to the Denver

office, reading "Aévise me if it is possibie to divert Cunnison to
Unconmpahgre Valley by tﬁnael under Vernal Mesa?"?9

The wire was relayed to A. Liﬁgoln Felléws, irrigzation engineer
and resident hydrographer of the U, S. Geological Survey at Montrose,

who replied "Immediate preparations will be made for the exploration

of the Gunnison Cafion at the earliest possible date,"30

In the summer of 1901, cooperating with C. H. Fitch,'topograpﬁer
and consulting engineer, Fellows commenced a survey which would show,
by means of contours, the country diﬁidiﬁg'the Gunnison and Uncompahgra

Valleys, so that the shortest and nost suitable route}for a tunnel

could be determiﬁed.al

e m—— e
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The Geological Survey placed a party of six men in the field
in June, with headquarters on Vernal Mesa. The topographic mépping,
under the supervision of Jeremiah Ahern, was conmpleted by September
30,32 lleanwhile, Fellows, in charge of cngineering features, had
run three level lines across the meéa to the water's edge, in an-
attempt to find a suitable wagon route.33 Hore exciting proved to
be Fellows! decision to run the river from upstream, makiné a close-
at-hand examination of the canyon from its floor, 3%

Felloys asked/for a volunteer~-young, healtﬁy, temperate,
unmarried, able to swim, and familiar with the country--to accompény
him on this new aésault of the Black Canyon by wafer‘/ It is.not
surprising that Torfence, of the earlier expedition, should hastily
make his services available,35 o ' | , | -

Planning for this trip. was influenced haavily by the.lessons of
the last expedition. 'Instead of wooden beoats, Torrence andeellows
decided to use a 4' x 6! rubber‘air mattfess, subdivided-into severél
air-tight compartments., There were attached ropeé to use as lashings
and to hang onto. Oil-skin.covered notebooks, Kodaks, film bags,
blankets and pro&isions were fitted into two sealable rubber pockéts,‘
these packs weighing about thirty-five pounds apiece., Two 600-foot
silk life lines, life preservers, hunting knives, belts, and wading
boots which sealed tight about the legs were included in the equipment,

Departure date was selected as August 6, 1901, by which time
in the summer the water temperature should bé about aé warm as it
would ever get and the water level would be down spmewhat; On
August 12vthe two men finally left for the surQeyor's camp on Vernal

Mesa. The water in the river below was still higher than desirable,

.
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The plan to proceed right over the rim to the Narrows, where
the first party had given up, was changed at the last minute, and
instead the men took the train up to Cimarron and on to the Gunnison
River, like their predecessors. The train tarried, its passengers
hoping to see the debarkation, but Fellows and Torrence were in no
hurry and waited until the train moved on be fore they began‘theip
river trip. | |

"They started down the river én Moqday gfternoon, Augusf 12, and
by Wednesday night had reached "Boat Landing" at the routh of

Nyswonger Gulch, their provisions exhausted., lere they were met by

‘Dillon, who brecugcht additicnal preovisions and a new pair of shoes

for Torrence, whose old ones had completely worn cut.

Thg men had a good r.eal that night,'then'wepé up the next morning
and on their vway deownstream to Beaver Camp; about half a mile above
the Narrows, where they camped overnight, Next day near the Narrows
they came upon a cache of fruit left the previous summer: "We opened
cans encugh to.satisfy our hunger and went on,"36

| ithere the firsf expediticn had given up at the Falls of Sorrow,
Torreﬁce and rellows jumped inté.the swirling waters, shouting
"Goodbye" to each other, and weﬁt over the falls, botﬁﬁoming out
alive bﬁt exhausted on a projecting rock in the calmer waters Below.'
They lay'there for hours, recovering their strength and senses.,
Next came the run through the Harrows, described by Torrence in

the Montrose Enterprise:37_

. At the "Narrows™ the fun began. The Canon is full
of great boulders, which form bridges across the stream,
Over these we must scramble, one getting on top and pulling
the other up. These rocks were slick as grease, and hard
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to climb. We spent a day in geing a quarter of a mile,
The walls are almcst perpendicular in many places and
. some 2,000 feet or more to the top.
They finally reached Red Rock Canyon, on Monday evening, Augugt
19, where they fested and received more food supplies. On Tuesdeay,
cver a weck after they had gone into the canyon, they left Red Rock
for the last leg of their journey, with nothing but a lunch in
waterproof wrappings.‘ The‘canyon walls were not as high here, but
the river cecmpletely filled the bottom of the gorge, and the men
had to swim mosf cf the way. This delayed their trip, aﬁd they
vieren't able to get more Food untilbnine o'clock the next day. At
that time they camé upon fha canp of some hay makers who gave them

a feast of cold oatmeal and pie. They were able to hire somecne

"there to take then to Delta, and thence they went back to Montrose.,

The foregoing account of the men's departure from the canyon
is based upon a story by Will Torrence which appeared in the

Montrose Enterprise for August 29, 1801, The following account,

with variations, appeared in several popular periodicéls of the
day,38 was probably edited to increase the excitement and may
have.confused thé first and second expeditions., According to thié'
version, several days aftér getting below the Narrows, the men

found an invifing side cényon, opposite the moﬁth of Smith's Fork,
nerthwest of the present western boundary of the Ménumeﬁt, and
decided to forsake the river, They had gone thirty miles along its
bed, swinming‘it 72 times. They scfambled 2000 feet up the Devil's
Slide to the rim, where Fellows encouraged, "Come along Billl!

There's beefsteak, and bacey, and a bed at the end of the road, " 39
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fourteen miles to the ranch house c¢f the !McMillens

i111lan) back cf the rim, guided by a light in a windew. The

irty mzal, bundled ther int6 a wagyon, and

that night dreve them te Hotchkiss and cn te Delta. There thay

carded the train to Nentrese,

o

gathered at the
f

the ir"enSLt cf the

datznded, travelinp =g little as 20 yards

thesy would seck

trey had to taka turns sleeping

cuzhion tuelr rzpoze,

-

At one po

river dicappeaved.

the maslstror, Fellows first, follo

end tha raft,.

»

zu)led hin out by the cellar onto a rock.

locked arms, laughing, and Fellowa cried "#ho says the Black Canon

< ippassablelnhl

 Ra)

Or ancther cocas

k

o
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without a mouthful, then divided the last spoonful of bakegd beans

hazards these surveyors encountered,

cven lasched te it, pushing and pulling it as
cut & <ry ladse
nt thny encounteraed a reckelide tunnel inte which the
Solemnly they s

When TCrrence cane

jon, below the llarrows, the two ran out of food,

members of tha 1900 expedition.

where a crewd of 300 people had

stztion to zreet them,

¢ifficult fer one, looking down from the rim, te visualize

Thzy had

over cligsery rcocks, bumped deown wany e pough rasid,

gpne,'by luck withecut anf
anging ento the ir raft, some-
the occasion
in five hours. At night

above ths water, scmetimes s5 narrow

cn it, using their mattreses to

ook hands 3y then jumped into
od ten ninutes later by Torrence
into view below the slide, Fellows

The men hys t&rically

They went for sixteen hours
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and prayed for the best., Luck was with them., They came upon a pair

*

of bighorn sheep, the first living thinps they had encountered in

the canyon, One bighorn darted between two rocks and was ccrnered

by Torrence who sprang to the opcninpg. The sheep rushed out, right

into Torrencets arms, The two wresiled together until Torrence was

able to get his hunting xnife into the animal, killing it., Upon

o

this meat the men lived until they were able fto procure more provisior

Jbuplta the ha 7arda, they kept notes on the conditions of the

canyon, rada survey signtinge, and Torrence Lhde Iany photographs,

aiy

les, took nine days. It was a

1

Tne trip, which covered about 23 n

.-u

rugged journey, and Torrence lost 13 pounds in welght during the days

out. ifost of the eguip .bnt nad Leen lost or aydnconed in the river

chasm,uz but awmeng things saved was Fellow'!s black, cloth-bound
enginesr g recerd boox eontaining valuable recerds wiich weould

facilitate the future constructicn of a water d¢iversica tunnel, The

ren had bzen abla to survey for a side hill Gitch, had seen the

shape of the canyon walls, and had been able to cdetermine the amount

of fall within the porge, all’observations of great future value,
It should be ra-emphasized here that tha popular pudlished
accounts of the 1§60 and 1%01 trips through the Black Canycn were

highly exagperated, edited, and embellished.

Lven teday, however, the Black Canyon remains a dangsrous

AGVEr34ry. In 1316 the Kolb Brothers of Grand Canyon fame attenpted

to run the »iver during the summér, were wrecked, and only saved .

their Jives by scaling 1700-foot cliffs.%3 Low water in 1934

pernitted several intrepid adventurers, including some sastern

o
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collogo students using innor tubos, to make o successiful river
doezcens .M*In July of 193lL lark Uarnor accompaniocd a U, S
Goolosical Survey toan throush the canyon (goo Chapbor VI: “Thrua

"he Black C?.nyon).L"S Tn loto swmer of 1940 Parton "ock of

Crauford led a mart throuzh tha cwiyon whileh included the
T v us : J )

46 pocay (1965), Ed Yolson,

fipst Luo women Lo make the conquest.

scerobory of the lontrose Chanmbor of Commerce, holds the title

o being the river's mob achive rfuzmer.&'? Bat the Gumison

6

0 be couquered LY rolatively few. o visitor to

scpreat wilderness

conisinuos

+he Dlack Canyon can €5COpo the Tesling of
solitude, unbrolen by human traffic, which emunates from the

chagm's narrow depths.
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