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PREFACE

This historic resource study and historic structures report
has been conducted under the rubric of a cooperative agreement
between the National Park Service and the Appalachian Consortium
which was executed July 8, 1986. Data contained in this report
will be used in interpretation, preservation/restoration and
management needs at the site.

The study focuses on the land and structures which comprise
the homestead of Martin and Ca:sliﬁe Brinegar at milepost 238.5
in Doughton Park on the Blue Ridge Parkway. Included is
information about the Brinegar family, their values and mores,
building of the Cabin and support structures, daily life of
Martin and Caroline Brinegar, and their relationship with nearby
neighbors and +the surrounding communities. Also included is
general information about settlement patterns in the Southern
Highlands at the turn of the century. A brief analysis of
management of the site by the National Park Service is also
provided.

Most of +the research <for this report was conducted in
Alleghany and Wilkes Counties in September and October, 1987.
Additional material was gathered in the Spring of 1988.

The historic structures report has been prepared by Eric
Swanson of the Rhode Island School of Design. The architectural
drawings, fabric analysis, and recommendations for treatment are
all & result of his labors. Appreciation is expressed for his

keen sensitivity to detail.
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Several people have assisted in preparing this report. My
thanks are extended to Larry Cothran, a student at Appalachian
State University, who conducted field research and B.J. Griffin,
a sgaseﬁal ranger of the Bluse Ridge Parkway who provided
extensive interviews with area residents. District Ranger Phil
Noblett was generous with his time and knowledge of the site.
Martha Bogle, NPS Interpretive Specialist, was kind to provide
extensive background information from the Blue Ridge Parkway
archives.

Much of the genealogical information about the Brinegars was
derived from a study by Mrs. Joyce B. Hory. Mrs. Hory, of
snyder, New York, has done a commendable job of tracing the
Brinegar family back to Burope.

My c¢olleague, Professor Carl Ross, Director of the Center
for Appalachian Studies at Appalachian State University, was
generous 1in sharing background materials and procedural advice.
Thanks &also go to Eric Olson and Judy Ball in the wWilliam Bury
Collection at Appalachian State University.

A Study of this magnitude requires a good deal of guidance
and assistance from the National Park Service, This was
generously {and with g¢good humor) provided by Art Allen,
Assistant Superintendent of the Blue Ridge Parkway, and Allen
Hess, Cultural Resource Management Specialist, Mary Ann
Peckham, Blue Ridge Parkway representative to the Appalachian
Consortium Board of Directors, served as a valuable "sounding

board" in reacting to research strategies and conclusions.

vi
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Finally, special thanks are expressed to the many
descendants and friends of Martin and Caroline Brinegar who so

graciously shared their memories of their very special family.

Barry M. Buxton

June, 1988
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Chapter I
Origins of the Southern Highlander
Ancestry

The story of Brinegar Cabin beging with the immigration of
thousands of Europeans to 2America in the 16006's. The great
majority came from the British Isles, but significant numbers
alsoc came from central EBurope. Their search for r@ligieus and
political freedom and economic opportunity is now a familiar
theme in the annals of American history.

The earliest white settlers to confront the great forest of
Southern Appalachia were predominantly Scoteh~Irish and
Swiss-German. They brought with them a whole set of attitudes,
skills, and ezxpectations which shaped how they responded to an
often hostile environment. These "blueprints of the mind"
represented centuries-old wisdom which would dictate how to
clear land, plant crops, select and breed animals, build a
cabin, herd stock, hunt game, make tools, cook food, rear and
educate children, spin and weave, make clothing, care for the
sick, and preserve food. The log technology of the Germans and
the floor plan of the Ulster-Connaught cabin merged to form the
Appalachian 1log cabin which was so well adapted to the forests
of the South. The open range system (animals foraging without
being fenced) fostered egalitarian ideals and allowed the
landless to compete cconomically. The militant Protestantism of
the backcocountry fostered local autonomy and dotted the landscape
with churches.

The largely Celtic peoples who settled Appalachia did not
practice 1intensive agriculture. They had existed in Europe by a

combination of hunting and gathering, pastoralism, horticulture,
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and cottage industries such as weaving or extractive industries
such as mining. The new American wilderness coffered ample
opportunity +to practice all of these subsistence patterns. The
forest teemed with game and fish. Miles of mountainside were
covered with native chestnuts and other edible plants. The
forest floor was thick with mast to fatten the cattle (and at a
later date, hogs) by which these traditional herders had always
measured a man's wealth. Southern Appalachia was a stockman's
paradise.

Theodore Roosevelt, in The Winning of the West, describes

his admiration for the early settlers of Southern Appalachia:
"In this land of hills covered by unbroken forest, they took
root and flourished...a shield of sinewy men thrust in between
the people of the seaboard and the red warriors of the
wilderness. They are a Dold and hardy race fitted toc be
Americans from the very start."?*

Settliement Patterns

It is generally agreed by Jochn (. Campbell and Horace
Kephart, two of Appalachia's foremost historians,that the
earliest and largest migrations to Scuthern Appalachia were from
southern Pennsylwvania, eastern Virginia, and eastern North
Carolina. Among those from Pennsylvania was a great pioneer of
american history - Daniel Boone. In 1750 his family left for
North Carclina, following the old route up the Valley of
Virginia, across the Blue Ridge near the dividing line between
Virginia and North Carolina, and on to the forks of the Yadkin
river.

The early settlers included many of those on the first

frontier - self-sufficing farmers who were in oppositicn to many



1%

3
of the policies «f the British crown and the seaboard regions,
particularly on matters of land titles and Indian affairs.?®
They were determined to establish a life as free from contact
with laws and restraint as possible. In rebellion against a
form of government that imposed its rule from the top, these
people reverted to a system of private justice based on the
personal relationships common to the clan. Thus they developed
a general ideoclogy of leveling ~ a system that gave equal status
to all and that recognized no authority other than the force of
the individual. Ne hierarchy, authorities, or exXperts were
allowed to form in this society; no pressure from outside was
allowed to gain entrance.?

The mountains of Southern Zppalachia provided the ideal
setting for this type of life, and into them these passionate
lovers of freedom moved. Their difference in fundamental
psychology £rom the other settlers who moved west established a
basis for later separation of the southern highlander from his
fellow countrymen in the rest of the nation.

At first, the broad wvalleys of Southern Appalachia were
settled. The land was cleared of its virgin timber, log cabins
were constructed, the fertile 1and' was broken and made
productive. Game, berries, herbs, nuts, fruit, and lumber were
in great abundance, and the local Indians were a source of
information about 1living in such terrain. As on any frontier,
life was hard and labor-saving devices were few; vet, in many
ways, the people who settled here were ingenious. While they
were not rich materially, and had brought with them few skills

in farming, life 1in the mountains was nevertheless good and
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there was little outside interference.

it appears likely that much of the mountalin-top
settlement, as seen in the homestead of Martin and Caroline
Brinegar, was a direct result of the expanding population.
Mcountain families were large, and through natural increase, the
rapid succession of generations pushed their clearings farther
and farther up c¢reeks and valleys away f£rom the land already
under cultivation by older members of their families. Because
of the steep mountain barriers which effectually prevented any
extensive travel beyond the local valley or area, song and
daughters tended to settle down close to parents, grandparents,
and other kin. We see this in the family settlement pattern of
the Basin Cove Region near Brinegar Cabin.

This custom of settling close to kin has often made each
little wvalley the domain of a small group of families. It is
not unusual today to find families with four generations living
side by side in one narrow valley. Meanwnile, the settling of
the nation went on at a break neck pace. Highways were built
and railroads spannéd and crisscrossed the continent, moving
goods, people, and ideas from place to place. But in the
Southern Highlands time was standing gtill. The people spoke as
they had always spoken; they preserved the old handicrafts and
grubbed out a 1living in the old ways. They exchanged dried
fruits, cured hams, and gathered ginseng. The gap between the
culture of the towns and the highlands became both wide and
deep. .

It is not an overstatement to say that no cther group of

Americans has lived through generations so meagerly as have the
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Southern Highlanders. But if this lean existence seems,
as it undoubtedly does, an indication of a low standard of
living, it must in justice Dbe said that the ability of the
Highlander to extract from his surroundings the essential
elements of life is no small tribute to his strength, ingenuity,
and endurance.*®

Thousands of people in the Southern Highlands still live a
life of relative isolation. These are the families farthest up
the hollows, where the creek bed may often serve as the road, in
the coves that extend for miles up the twisting valleys, and out
on the tops of mountain ridges. These folk have but cccasional
contact even with their neighbors, who may well be theilr own
kin. This isolated family has as little to do with outsiders as
possible, and hopes for minimal interference in its own
affairs. It is interesting to ponder what Brinegar Cabin would
be today were it not for the coming of the Blue Ridge Parkway.

Family Patterns

The social life as well as the emotional security of the
Southern Highlander at the turn of the century was centered in
the family. It was in this ¢lose-knit group that personalities
wersa shaped and the cultural heritage maintained.
Self-fulfillment was, even more so than today, a direct result
of family interrelationships.

When one speaks o¢f the Southern Highlander family, it is
generally meant to include the immediate family, cousins,
uncles, and even a few close neighbors. Theirs is a close knit
group, not because of shared activities but because of emotional
dependence. While the social ties of the family are not

particularly strong, the emotional and dependency ties are
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extremely strong. The death of a family member brings great

grief.”

Large families were considered a blessing to the Highland
because everyone helped in piecing together a living from the
rugged terrain. Until recently, death rates were very high
among children, and there was hardly an older family that did
not keep & small hillside grave plot where sons and daughters
were buried.®

At the turn of the century, cilrcumstances fostered what
anthroyalcgiétg term a Ylive for today" philosophy. There was
little of today's middle class preoccupation with the future.
The difficulty and uncertainty of life led most mountain people
to accept whatever came along, including c¢hildren. Children
were highly valued because they gave meaning to their parents'

lives. As one mother stated in Yesterday's People, "If I didn't

have my children, I wouldn't have nothin'." And while children
were valued, the uncertainty of life in the Highlands created a
situation where many mountain children were brought up by their
grandparents.
Chapter II
Family Life and Genealogy

Ancestry

The patriarch of the Brinegar family in America is believed
to have been Velith Bruninger, who arrived in Philadelphia from
Rotterdam on September 21, 1731. He was of German descent and
35 vears of age when he arrived in the new world. Shown on the
same passenger list were Barbara Bruninger (age 40}, aAnna Melia
Bruninger (age 7), Hans Adam Bruninger (age 5), and Hans Adam

Bruninger f(age 1). Unfortunately, it is impossible to confirm
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the exact relationship of these immigrants and the presence of
two vyoung males with the same name remains a mystery. The most
probable explanation is a mistake in recording by the ship's
captain How Jlong the family was in Rotterdam before sétting
gail for America is unknown.’

The earliest proven Brinegar ancestor in America was Adan
Brininger. The passenger 1list of Ship Britannia, 1731, shows
two Hans Adam Bruningers.® Born 1n 1725 or 1730, Adam had
moved south from Pennsylvania to Rowan County, North Carolina,
where his name appears on the tax roles in 1759. 1In 1766 he
wrote his will, leaving a 600 acre plantation to sons Adam and
John. To his oldest son Jacob, he left an undetermined amount
of cash.”®

Although Adam and John were left the plantation in the
will, they apparently never gained legal possession. Aleng with
other lands, including 640 adicining acres where son Jacob
probably lived, it was entered for consideration as land grant
acreage in North Cdarolina in 1778 by John Johnston. His
application was granted five vyears later in 1783. Two vears
later, Johnson sold 440 acres of this tract f£for eleven pounds.
The aforementioned land is now in Davie County, just east of
Mocksville.>® A record of this will is available under "Rowan
County Wills" in the North Carolina Division of Archives and
History, Raleigh. {(See Appendix A, B, C)

Jacob Brinegar, (1745-1783) the oldest son of Adam
Brininger of Rowan County, North Carclina, represents the third
generation of BRBrinegars in 2america. On December 5, 1788 he

married Mary Prock, daughter of Paul and Margaret Prock of Rowan
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County. (See Appendix D) On Jonathan Hunt's list for Rowan
County taxes in 1768 he is listed as “"Jacob Brunegur®. In the
Rowan County Court Minutes of BAugust 5, 1778 Jacob's nanme
appears in the YReglster of persons who neglected or refused to
take an Oath of Allegiance to State." His brothers John and
Adam are also on the list.

On November 4, 1783 an inventory of the estate of Jaccb
Brinegar was filed (Rowan County Minutes of the Court of Pleas
and Quarter Sessions). One vyear later, in 1784, Mary Jacks,
late widow of Jacob Brinegar, and Richard Jacks were cited to
appear at the next c¢ourt session to settle the estate of said
Jacob, No papers or further records regarding the estate
settlement <¢an be found. Mary Brinegar was granted 640 acres of
land (NC Grant #870) on ©November 4, 1784. 7This was, in all
probability, the land on which she had lived with Jacob. It was
contiguous on the south with land that had been Adam Brininger's
plantation; the same land was entered for North Carolina Land
Grants by John Johnston.**

In March, 1785, Mary and Richard Jacks began selling the
aforementioned land (Rowan County, Deed Book 10, p. 188) and in
February, 1787, while residents of Surry éeunty, North Carolina,
they sold the last of the property (Rowan county Deed Book, 11,
». 561). Thirty years later, on March 20, 1827, in Rowan County
Superior Court, the heirs of Mary Brinegar filed suit to regain
this land. Their sulit claimed that Richard Jacks was married to
another woman at the time of his wedding to Mary Brinegar and
that there was no privy exam of Mary as grantor. The suit was
carried to the North Carolina Supreme Court where the plantiffis

lost,
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The £ollowing children were born to the union of Jacoh and
Mary (Prock} Brinegar. All are thought to have been born in
Rowan County {(now Davie County):
1} Jacob Brinegar, born between 1770-1780. Descendants living
in Alleghany & Wilkes Counties.
2} Thomas Brinegar, born between 1770~74. Moved to Kentucky by

1800; returned to Ashe County, N.C. by 1830 and died by

1840.
3) Mary Brinegar, born between 1770-74. Married one Thomas
Bracken in Rowan County. Mary died before the law suit

surrounding the estate was filed.

4) Nancy Ann Brinegar, born between 1770-75. Married in Rowan
County in 1789 to Samuel Bracken.

5} Paul Brinegar, born 1774. Wife's name is unknown. Paul
died between 1858-60 in the area now known as Yadkin County,
(formerly Surry County).

6) Adam Brinegar, born 1779-80. Adam moved to Ashe County by
1810 and 1lived there until his death in 1870. Many of
Adam's descendants currently reside in‘Asha County.

7} Joshua Brinegar, born between 1780-84.  Joshua resided in
Davie County where he died in 1846.

The first Brinegar (the name was being spelled by this time
as it is today) to live 1in the area of Wilkes and Alleghany
Counties was likely to have been Jacob Brinegar, who was born
three generations after Adam came to the United States., Jacob
was in Ashe County (present day Alleghany County) by 1799 when
he entered land for a grant on the east side of the Little
River. Though it has not been proven conclusively, Jaccbh had a

son, Thomas, born arcund 1800. Thomas is believed to have been
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Martin Brinegar's grandfather because the census from 1850 lists
Thomas, his wife Sarah, and a son named John William. John
William Bxiﬁegar was Martin's father.

John William Brinegar

John William Brinegar was born in 1833 to Thomas and Sarah
Brinegar. He was married on November 6, 1854 to Mary "Polly" C.
Helloway. {See Appendix E, F} They had three sons, the oldest
being James Martin Brinegar of Brinegar Cabin, who was born
December 11, 18%6. Thomas Marshall “Parsh" followed in 1858 (or
'59) and Isaac Franklin "Frank" in 1861.

John William Brinegar fought with the Confederacy in
Company D, 33rd Regiment of the North Carolina Infantry during
the Civil War. {(Military service records, National Archives,
Washington, D.C.) Military records are confusing, however, as
two John W. Brinegars apparently fought in the War. Martin's
father, though, 1is believed to have died at Sharpsburg on
September 17, 1862 in the infamous Battle of Antietam. Brinegar
was one of three soldiers from the 33rd Regiment that died at
Sharpsburg. In what 1is Kknown as the single bloodiest day of
Eighting in the entire Civil War, some 23,560 Union and
Confederate soldiers were lost. ‘

The place of burial of Martin's father is shrouded in
mystery. According to Joyce Hory, who has conducted an
exhaustive family genealogy, there were +two John Brin@ga%'s
serving in Company D and both were killed at Sharpsburg. She
says '"it 1s my feeling that the attached military service
records (See Appendix G, H, I, J, K) of John W. Brinegar pertain
to  two men: John W. Brinegar of Salem, Richardson County,

Nebraska and J. William Brinegar of Wilkes County, NC.
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"Several vears ago I was 1in Salem, HNebraska checking
gravemarkers in the Salem Cemetery. 2among the Brinegar markers
I found were two for my great, great, great uncle, John W.
Brinegar. The small marker, probably marking his grave, read
'John W. Brinegar, Co. D, 33 N.C. Inf. C.S.A.'. There was also
a large family monument giving John W.'s birth and death dates -
Jan. 12, 1826, died March 19 ({(or 13) 1862 - along with his
wife's and children's dates."

"When I received the military records from the National
Archives 1 realized the 'Killed Sept. 1, 1862 Sharpsburg' d4did
not fit my John W. Yo confuse things further, both John W. and
J. William left widows named Mary. I beslieve that the first
page of the records may pertain to my John W. Note that they
indicate a Dbirthplace of Ashe County, the present day Alleghany
County. 'Absent without leave' suggests that he was on his way
back to Nebraska."

The CSA military records are far from complete, and I
suppose any copyist would assume that a J. William Brinegaf and
a dJohn W. Brinegar were the same man. I have not been able to
find out why John left Hebraska and traveled all the way to
North Carolina to enroll; the families must have had some
contact. J. wWilliam's and John W.'s grandfathers were
brothers. In the same company were two other Brinegars, James
and Joseph, who were song of J. William's grandfather's second
marriage. James, Joseph and a John W. have the same enlistment
date and place - Qot., 4, 1861, Raleigh by 0. T. Parks.

Martin Brinegar

James Martin Brinegar, known as Martin or "Mart", was the

son of Wwilliam and "Polly" Brinegar. Martin was born December
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11, 1856 in Ashe County (present day Alleghany County). There
exist some contradictory evidence regarding his birth date
because the death records filed in Wilkes County record a birth
date of 1855. The Alleghany County record, however, supports an
1856 birth, as does Martin's grave marker and marriage
certificate. (See Appendix L, M)

The exact date of death is difficult te determine but
appears to ke April 25, 1925. This uncertainty is a result of
conflicting records. The Brinegar Family Bible, in the
possession of RKyle Brinegar, records the date of death as April
25th. The Alleghany County death certificate records death on
April 20th, with burial the 22nd, The Wilkes County death
certificate states April 25th.

An obituary, written by his son Jchn Brinegar, reads as
follows:

"Brother Martin Brinegar was born December 11, 1856 and

died April 25, 1925, making his stay on earth 68 years, 4

months and four days. He was married to Caroline Joines

about 48 vears ago. Unto this union were born 4 children,

2 living and 2 dead. He professed a hope in Christ and

joined the <church at Pleasant Grsve about 36 years ago.

He was taken with pneumonia and lived 8 days. He leaves a

wife and 2 children and 4 grandchildren to mourn their

logs. He was loved by all who knew him.
Fairwell wife and children dear
No more I'11 lead you while you stay here.
For me 4¢ not weep, lament or sigh
But meet in the sweet bye and bye.®

Martin Brinegar died of pneumcnia on Aapril 25, 19825.
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Ironically, this devoutly religious man was caught in a cold
rain on his eighteen mile return from services at the Pleasant
Grove Baptist Church where he served as clerk for more than 25
vears. Jerry Lee Brinegar states that Dean Pruett, who
succeeded Martin as church c¢lerk some five months before his
death, helped rescue Martin from the mountains somewhere between
the <c¢hurch and Brinegar Cabin. He says they used a team of
horses and sled to take him back to the cabin. Dr. J. L.
Doughton of Sparta attended to Martin on April 12th, but he died
thirteen days later.

Carpline Jones Brinegar

Caroline was the daughter of Ezekiel and Jane (or Jennie}
Crouge Joines,*?

Ezekiel Joines, born May 9, 1824 was already a fourth
generation American. He was the eldest of eight children of
Thomas Joines, Jr. and Lydia Hoppers who lived in Ashe County
fafter 1859 known as Alleghany County.} His grandfather, Thomas
8r., fought in the Battle of Kings Mountain in the Revolutionary
war. Ezekiel was named for his great-grandfather who was the
first of his family to come to America.*?

People often married voung in th&#e days. On April 6,
1842, Just before Ezekiel's elghteenth birthday, he married Jane
Crouse, a neighbor girl of fifteen. Jane (sometimes referred to
as Jennie}l was the daughter of Benjamin Crouse and Wady Cheek.
Land records show Ezekiel's first land purchase consisted of
twenty-five acres Ffor which he paid twenty-five dollars. He
continued to add to his acreage until he had over five hundred
acres. This 1land, in the Pine Swamp area on the Little River,

was said to be fertile and ideal for farming.>*
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Like most families in the area, Ezekiel and Jane had a
large family consisting of si% girls and five boys. It seemed
to be a pattern in c¢olonial days that a child would be born just
about every Iwo vears. Ezekiel and Jane were true to this
pattern having eleven children in twenty fhxee years. It was
not uncommon for small children to be lost to illiness, but the
rugged life seemed to agree with the entire Joines family.*s

In addition to farming his fertile land, Ezekiel was a
cooper, making barrels and churns to supply the needs of the
community. According to the Alleghany and Wilkes County
Geneological Societies, he made a loom for his daughter Caroline
as a wedding present.

The Civil War between the states became a harsh reality to
this family when Ezekiel enlisted in the Confederate Army in
1863 at the age of 39. He left his wife and children to manage
the farm. The care of a six-day-0ld son, Henderscon, added to
the already heavy workload. The eldest daughter, Wada, at 18,
was already married. The other giris: Evaline, Flora Ann, Susan
Ann, Christina and Caroline ranged in age from 14 to 2
respectively. The eldest son Daniel, age 16, was also to serve
in the war. Richard, age 12 escaped the direct horrors of the
war. When an exhausted Ezekiel returned home recovering from
wounds, he fell by the doorstep and had to be helped into the
house. The story goes that Jane killed a chicken and made soup
every day to help nurse him back to health. He survived, and
the couple added two more sons to their family, Linville and
John Reason.*®

Fzekiel died in 1904 at the age of 70, and Jane lived to

be 84 years old. All the children's spouses were from Alleghany
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County. The family consisted of Wada Joines (1845-1916} who
married David Caudill; Daniel Robinson Joines {1847-1914) who
married Nancy Landreth; Evaline Joines (1848-1930) who married
ﬂarvey F. Brown; Richard Haywood Joines (1851-1330) who married
J. Aris Waggoner; Susan Ann Jolnes {1855~?f who married Daniel
Chappel; Christina Joines {(1858-1939) who married Nathaniel
Moxley; Caroline Joines (1861-1942) who married Martin Brinegar;
Henderson  Jolines {1863-1938) who  first married Cornelia
Richardson and then Mary Ann Crouse; Linville Joines (1866-1945)
who was married four times to Nancy Edwards, Kate Roberts, Mary
Hall and Jettie Jordan; and John Reason Joines (1868-1927) who
married Susan Edwards and then Sally Holloway.”

One of Ezekiel's brothers, Major Finnely, was a teacher in
the Wilkes/Alleghany area. He was a second lieutenant in the
Army of the Confederacy and served under the command of General
Robert E. Lee. buring the war Major was wounded, taken
prisoner, and sent to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania On July 3, 1863,
he was released by the Union troops and returned home to his
wife, Molly. After the war, he traveled on foot and horseback
to teach in area schools. This was a period in our history when
few girls received a formal a&ucaticn'and bhoys were regularly
needed to help with planting and harvesting. These "informal"
schools were scheduled around farming needs and often met in
groceries or general stores such as the Irvin Grocery School in
Stratford.*®

Caroline's maternal grandparents were Benny and Wadie
Cheek Crouse. Her mother was one of three children born to
Benny and Wadie. She had one brother, Henderson, and one

sister, Elizabeth. Martin purchased the land where the Brinegar
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Cabin now stands  from  Henderson  (Carcline's  uncle).

Henderson Crouse married and had one child, John Wesley
Crouse. One of John Crouse's children was Elbert Crouse, who
married Bettie Brooks. Elbert and Bettie Crouse lived closer to
the Brinegar Cabin than d4did any of thé Brinegar's other
neighhors. They were fregquently wvisited by Martin and
Caroline. (Note that Elbert was a grandson of Henderson Crouse,
Caroline's maternal uncle, making Elbert and Caroline cousins as
well as neighbors.}

The story of the Crouse family is in many ways similar to

that of the Brinegars. They were good £friends as well as
neighbors. Their small, half-dovetail notch house was built
around 1900, Both Martin and Elbert were subsistence farmers

and both maintained orchards. It is reasonable to assume that
Elbert helped Martin in laying the logs for the Brinegar Cabin
and other chores which regquired more than one man.

Carcline was raised in the Pine Swamp Commuunity. She was
one of eleven children, six girls and five boys. According to
her son John, she was approximately 5'3" tall and weighed around
120 poundé. In many ways, Caroline was the quintessential
Highlander woman. She worked hard, seldom travelled, and was
wary of strangers. She had an iron will and, according to Kyle
Brinegar (grandson), was firm with her husband when she felt he
needed it. "She had a quick temper and she would rake Martin
across the coals when she thought he wasn't doing what he was
supposed to."*®

Kyle remembers that she was "full of pep." One can
hardly dispute that after hearing the following: "They kept some

of the best land fenced in for the crops. Maybe a half acre or
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an acre for a patch of corn. And they had some geats in the
pasture and one day a goat jumped up on the fence and over into
the corn. She went up and got him out of the corn and fizxed the
fence. When she looked back up there, the geat was standing on
the fence! Furious, she went in the house, got the gun, and
shot him off the fence."

Caroline has been quoted by John, her son, as saying there
is "no way they can build a turnpike over these mountains.' Her
beliefs were shaken the day she heard dogs barking and surveyors
¢lose behind mapping out the Parkway route. According to Kyle
Brinegar, when the Parkway eventually acquired the property in
1937, she was asked to stay to demonstrate her weaving for
Parkway travelers. Her reply was that she "wanted no part of
all them outside people.” She had invested 53 years there. It
was the land she and Martin had settled as newlyweds. There
were good times and bad , but most of all there was surviving
day to day, tending crops, rearing three children and a
grandchild, drying and storing food for winter consumption,
making clothes and blankets, and caring for her beloved husband.

Marriage, Children and Kin Folk

Martin Brinegar and Caroline Joines were married February
g, 1878 at the home of Daniel Holloway. Justice of the Peace
Josiah Caudill performed the c¢eremony. Witnesses were Daniel
Holloway, Thomas Clary and Levi Joines.

Their Alleghany County marriage certificate lists Martin
as 21 vyears old (substantiating his birth year as 1856} and
Caroline as 18. Carcoline's age is apparently stated
incorrectly, however, on the marriage certificate. Born on

April 22, 1861, she was 16 at the time of marriage.
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Alice, the couple's first child, was born nearly a year
later on January 12, 1879. 8he was followad by Sarah LouRena
{June 30, 1881) and John William (September 1, 1888). A fourth
child, William, was born in 1896 but died shortly thereafter.

In addition to the three children of their own, Martin and
Caroline raised their grandson, Verl Brinegar. Verl was the
only c¢hild of John and Sessie Choate Brinegar. John and Sessie
waere married in December, 1911 and Verl was born on November 1,
1812. Tragically, Sessie lived only thirteen months after
Verl's birth. She died of prneumonia and shortly thereafter Verl

maved into the c¢abin with Martin and Caroline., He lived with

Caroline until her death in 1942, Kyle Brinegar, Verl's
half~brother, remembers: "My brother staved with her, Verl
did. When his mother died she took him and raised him. He

lived with her as her child just about from then on until she
died."

Verl +told his wife Delia Sexton Brinegar, whom he married
in 1944, <that he slept in the <cabin loft. During the cold
winter months he slept between two feather ticks. Some mornings
a dusting of show covered his bed but he always felt warm
between the feather mattresses Caroline had made.

John  Brinegar, Martin and Caroline's son, spoke
extensively about his parents and their life at the Cabin in a
feature story in the "Wilkes Journal Patriot" in 196%, He
enjoyed returning to the Cabin where he grew up. "I generally
go back two or three times a year. I like to go up there. It
brings back a lot of oid memories.”

John remembers his father working hard as a farmer and

cobbler. He sald "lots of folks used to bring in hides of
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leather" to get his father to make them into shoes for their
children. "He charged for the shoes according to size,"

John  Brinegar, a longtime resident of nearby North
Wilkesboro, said "when you farmed on these hills you didn't have
to bend vyour back much to hoe corn.” He said they raised
cabbage, potatoes, sheep and hogs to help pay for flour, sugar,
and other necessitles they could not provide for themselves.
*Oone thing we didn't do; we didn't mess with liquor. One feller
up there raised a pretiy creditable family, ten or twelve of 'em
bv making ligquor."”

While John remembered life at' the Cabkin with great
affection, he was not so positive about the construction of the
Blue Ridge Parkway. "The people had lived all their lives in
the mountains. Everyone got along fine, making a fair living,
happy in their homes. Then the govermment came in and took the
land for little or nothing. We would have been better off if
they had left us alone."

Verl Milton Brinegar, the son of John and Sessie Choate
was born on November 1, 1912, in Alleghany County. Martin and
Caroline "“took him to raisge" thirteen months after his mother
died. = Verl “"got hisg schooling®” at the one~teacher Air Bellows
School., He married Delia Mae Sexton of the New Haven Church
community and spent almost thirty vyears of his adult life
working as a crosstie inspector for Hawkins Tie and Lumber Yard
in Galax, Virginia. He retired in 1975 and died two years later
on January 25, 1977. He 1is Dburied in the New Haven Church
Cemetery.=°

Verl remembered his early 1life as one of hard work,

helping make a 1living £for himself and his grandparents. He
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plowed with a heavy plow and a team of oxen. They raised almost
all of their food. For a money crop they raised sheep and sold
the wool. They also sold chickens and eggs.=*

One of Verl's most vivid memories of the Cabin revolved
around the 19534 Bullhead Fire. For days the forest on Bullhead
Mountain burned. Verl and his grandparents moved all of their
belongings out of the Cabin. As the flames grew near, Caroline
climbed on top of the Cabin and vVerl and others carried water
from the spring. 8he poured the water over the roof to prevent
sparks from setting it ablaze.==

Another grandson who spent a great deal of time with
Martin and Caroline was Elmer Pruitt, He was one of five
¢hildren born to the marriage of LouRena Brinegar Pruitt and
Squire Pruitt, According to Sherman Caudill, Elmer was the
victim of a childhood disease. "He had somethin' called white
swellin' when he was little and it left him cripple. He used
two canes and kinda jumped along. He stayed there {(with Martin
and Caroline)} the biggest part of the time. Elmer was a good
feller, He had the strongest arms of any man T ever gaw. 1
guess it was walkin' with those canes. He stayed with Martin
and Caroline because his mother and daddy lived way down next to
Basin Creek and he couldn't climb in and out of there. He went
to school some with me at Air Bellows School, about
three~quarters of a mile from the Cabin toward wWhitehead."

Anna Joines Edwards, the niece of Martin and Caroline
Brinegar, wrote'é letter to the "Alleghany News" in 1952, on the
occasion of her return to visit the Cabin from her home in

Cardiff, Maryland. A portion of that letter reads:
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"While along the Parkway, we got out of the car and walked
down to Uncle Mart Brinegar's old home and I looked around
where I had played with Alice and Rena many times. I went
down to the old Spring House, where we had churned butter
with the old dash churn. Two of us would hold the dash at
the same time and we would go around and around, and that
was fun. Then I went to get a drink from the old spring
that I had drunk from more than 60 years ago, but there
was no drinking gourd there, as it was the last time. The
old, 1long-handled gourd that Aunt Caroline kept there to
dip water with was gone. So I folded my hands together
and dipped up water and drank but it did not taste as
fresh and good as it did when I used to drink out of that
old, long-handled gourd."®
Sebert Dewey Brinegar of Grassy Creek, North Carolina
(Great Grandson of Calvin Brinegar) relates an interesting,
although difficult to substantiate, piece of information. He
suggests that actor Paul Brinegar, who was the cook on the
television show "Rawhide," must have been a relative because of
the name and the uncanny physical resemblance. Sebert and his
wife said <that their entire family used to sit in front of the
television and marvel at the family resemblance between Calvin
Brinegar's son Marion and the well known character actor, Paul

Brinegar.=®?
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Chapter 111
The Cabin and Its Furnishings

Tyvpes of Mountain Cabins

Although the log cabin is a gymbol of the AMmerican
frontier associated with every advance of our pioneers into the
wilderness, there is no section of the country where so many o0ld
log houses are still standing nor where so many new cnes are
being constructed. The continued interest in this form of
building is due to several reasong: in many sections of the
Highlands o build with logs is no more expensive than to build
with sawed timber; there are those who feel that for the wooded
homesite of the mountains, the log cabin iz the most
esthetically pleasing type of architecture; and f£inally, in many
hearts there is a strong sentiment for its traditions,.=*

It is doubtful if any experience in house building can
exceed in satisfaction that which the pioneer felt in literally
hewing his home out of the virgin forest. He secured all his
materials near the site and worked them by hand, often supplving
every item of construction himself, including the wooden or
leather hinges, latches, and fasteners for doors and windows
carefully whittled out with his pocketknife.?*"

Observatit travelers 1in the Southern Highlands often note
the harmonious relation of this type of architecture to its
environment, and the good judgment and taste generally shown by
the builders in the selection of sites. There are tiny cabins
nestling in little coves as inconspicuous as a bird's nest, and
there are strongly built log houses exposed to wind and sun on

top of a mountain ridge commanding what - must have
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seemed a complete view of the universe. And what a variety of
scenes the Southern Highlands region affords with its wealth of
contours, its rich flora and every variety of water form, from
mountain torrent amnd cascade to placid lake and spring. The
water supply 1s so abundant in many places that no other
domestic supply is required.

The log cabkin has a number of variants. The early shelter
was a crude structure of one room, often without a single
window. Then came the more adequate but still simple form of
two ryooms with a loft over each, the rooms separated by a
covered passageway from three to eight feet wide, called a
Ydog-trot .M This type of cabin is known as a "“"but-and-ben," a
term used in Scotland. The most elaborate cabin was that with
new rooms or '‘new houses," as they are c¢alled by old
inhabitants, built on from time +to time. These resulted in
combinations of T's énd L's or sometimes complete crosses with
fireplaces in each of the four gables. Some of the windowless
cabins had two doors, one that opened to the east to get the
Ygun ball" early in the morning, the other opening to the west
so that it might receive the evening rays of the setting sun.
There are still to be found in the mountains today cabins which
have no windows; those with but one are not uncommon,*©

Approximately 80 vyears ago the introduction of glass
windows became & momentous event and contenticus issue in Knott
County, Kentucky. The issue revolved around the offer of some
outsiders to give windows to those who would use them.
Obijections were made by old timers against installing them.

Both moral and religious scruples were raised and a prospective
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window became a sericus bone of contention. Windows would open
the c¢abin to the outside world and thus began the "people who
live in g¢glass houses" debate. To some windows conveved a lack
of respect for the privacy of the family., Tradition gave wav to
the new technology and increasingly c¢abins had at least one
"winder."”

The simplest of these typlical old-time log cabins was made
of hewn logs in the form of a parallelogram with a roof of split
oak Dboards. A chimney at one end was built usually of stone
with e¢lay for mortar, although when stones were hard to get,
sticks and c¢lay served for the upper part. The single door was
swung on heavy wooden hinges or leather straps made usually from
the hide of a wild animal. In the early days the aperture of
the window, when there was one, was not covered with glass, but
with split boards swung on handmade hinges which, when opened,
let in not only the light but whatever kind of weather happened
to be outside. The usual light for the interior of the house
would be firelight from the hearth, supplemented in falr weather
by davlight from the opened door or in rare cases from the
so-called window.?”

In certain instances a narrow, Ssometimes wvertical,
sometimes horizontal opening, would be made in the wall to the
right or 1left of the fireplace, a small space the height of one
or two logs and varying in width from a peephole to about two
feet. This would afford a lockout and also let in a shaft of
light. In this combination of an open fire and a primitive
window, the mountain family had two sources of beauty and
comfort that many city dwellers would envy, a wood fire and a

clear glimpse of the starry heavens,
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John Ehle, the accomplished novelist, and other contemporary
writers have reflected on the simple beauty of the mountain
cabin with the warmth of its open fire on the hearth and distant
stars seen through a small window. Perhaps it is such a scene
that inspired the now c¢lassic "Moon and Star" patchwork quilt
Allen Eaton identifiéd with early cabin life in the Blue Ridge
Mountains.

An important contribution to the architecture which marks
the Blue Ridge Mountain area has been the great variety and
large éupﬁly of native trees. Among those that have been used
arve oak, ash, walnut, hickory, chestnut, cherry, maple, and
poplar among the deciduous trees; pine, spruce, and hemlock
among the evergreens. The deciduous trees have usually been
preferred. In the evolution of the cabin, the logs have been
made smoother and smoother with the great broadax until, in many
a wall, both inside and outside, c¢lose examination is often
required to determine whethar the logs, sometimes 20 feet long,

have been hand hewn or sawed out.*®

j} B
““”*x%wf“’Mvj;“

Broadax

The mountain carpenter's skill i1s apparent, not only in the
logs for the walls, but alsc in the structural timbers for the

loft floor and the 1ryoof frame, the "boards™ or shingles for
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covering the roof, and in the older cabins the boards for the

door frames and the doors themselves. The logs, cor "poles," as
they are sometimes called, used as joists to support the floor
of the loft, were of carefully selected small tree trunks. Oak,
hickory, walnut, poplar, or maple, were smoothed with the
broadax on all sidegs to bring them to a uniform plane. Along
with the rafters, the logs would be further smcoothed with the
drawing, an old but wvery useful tool in the mountains., After
the s&rong log walls were completed and the framework in place,
three more éssentials were required to complete the cabin; the
floors, roof, And doors. The 'puncheon” floors were either hewn
as smooth as possibkble with a block plane or broadax or cut with

an adz from timbers split out of the leg.

Block Plane and Foot adz

The boards that covered the roof were thin, narrow, split
strips about half an inch thick, four to eight inches wide, two
to three feet long, and 1laid on the roof. These were made
usually of oak or hickory and were split with a £froe, a

P

long~bladed tool with a handle on one end. The blade was driven

intc the wood by the stroke of a hardwood maul on the back

edge. The board then splits off or is pried off,
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Froe

The doors of the earliest cabins were made of hickory,
oék, and ash, which vyield the best of the longer dimension
boards. There are also records that indicate timbers for both

house and bridge construction were cut by hand with a two-man

ripsaw, or ‘"pit saw," just as is done today in parts of the
third world. One of the sawyers would stand on top of the log
and the other in a pit below. This method was used more

frequently for commercial than for individual building purposes,
although at times floor and other boards were made in this way.
Later, the lumber for doors and floors was bought from sawmills.
Kyle Brinegar has said that he remembers "Uncle Mart" using the

broadax, foot adz, and froe in his work.
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Framed Pit Saw

Mountain cabins, as noted by Képhart; Campbell, and other
leading historians have been built without windows, many with
but one door, and earth has frequently taken the place of wood
for the floor; but every c¢abin, however simple and bare, has its
fi%aplace. It was usually made of rough, native stone in
dimensions found near the cabin. The firebox was often shallow
and this narrow construction throws the heat out into the room,
although it often throws out a geod supply of smoke also. The
requirements of 1living, however, were not go exact in pioneer
cabins as they are in more modern houses. Whatever the
dimensions, the fireplace was the dominant feature of the log
cabin, serving as the heating system, as a place for cooking, as
a forge, a ventilator, éften an illuminating plant as well, and
as a center of sociability for which there was no substitute.
Only one who has been "brought up beside such a hearth can
understand the hold it has,?®

Comfortable, c¢heerful, and attractive as the fireplace

usually is, sometimes a more esthetic feature from an



-l S =N &R =am

29
architectural point of wview is the chimney, which in its
relation to the main lines and mass of the cabin offers great
beauty. What scene is more appealing to a wayfarer than the
gray-blue smoke of a hardwood fire as it rises from a cabin
chimney in the early morning or 1in the evening of a cool
day?3°

Today, one of the pleasures of traveling the Blue Ridge
Parkway 1is the opportunity to enjoy the chimneys of the cabins
along the route. If you have ever tried to build a chimney or
wall with native stone, vour appreciation of the work of the
Southern Highlander will be immeasurably enhanced. These stone
chimneys will appeal for their mass, line, texture, and color.
Allan Eaton suggests that "in these combinations many an unknown
mountaineer has wrought a masterpiece."3*

The form of the chimney and fireplace relate perfectly to
the low mass of the cabin, the attractiveness of which is
enhanced by a gently sloping roof line that helps to tie the
whole structure to the earth, out of which it has grown. The
chimney rests firmly upon the ground, and the ascent of its
stone and mud masonry seems as natural and as beautiful as the
growth of a symmetrical tree. 1Its generally harmoniocus outline
is always pleasantly broken by the varying sizes of the stones
used, so that the eye follows, not swiftly but in leisurely
fashion, the outside angles of the mass with its horizontal
lines equally pleasing. The stone is laid as nearly as may be
in courses with the thinner flat ones at the top, but quite
irregular because of different thicknesses. No two faces of the

stones are exactly alike, some are broken and rough, others
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smooth; but all, combined with the coarse, lumpy mortar of
native c¢lay, give a most satisfying, even beautiful, texture
when seen in combination with hewn logs or rough boards in rain,
snow, or sunshine.??

But it is the color of these native stones and clay
mortars as much as the form and texture which often provide
unforgettable harmonies. Perhaps the most beautiful range of
clay c¢olors in our nation is to be seen along the Blue Ridge
Parkway; gray, tan yellow, brown, rose, black, or red.

The Brinegar Cabin'Setting

Martin and Caroline Brinegar were surrounded with natural
beauty at their cabin home. From the blooming of wildflowers in
the early spring to the apple blossoms of early summer, their's
was a "homestead" blessed with unparalleled variety. All around
them 1lay the beauty of rhododendrons and the sweet smell of
honeysuckle. Dream vistas of blue and violet, as far as the eye
could see in all directions, were the envy of many a lowlander.
And in the autumn, foliage anthropoids {except perhaps for New
England) in its brilliance and variety. This was a life lived
close to nature and one which fostered an appreciation and
respect for all its elements. Today, at Milepost 238.5 of the
Blue Ridge Parkway, 3500 feet above sea level, one still has
that feeling of closeness to nature and solitude that must have
drawn Martin and Caroline to the site over 100 years ago.

Martin Brinegar initially purchased land at the sight of
Brinegar Cabin in August of 1876. According to records at the
Alleghany County Register of Deeds 0Office, Martin bought 125

acres from Henderson and Mary Crouse "for and in consideration
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of the sum o0f two hundred dollars® or $1.60 per acre. In
addition to the land, the deed conveyed a small cabin.

While Brinegar Cabin itself is located in Wilkes County,
about 75 vyards south of the Eastern Continental Divide, the
original tract of land owned by the Brinegars straddled the
boundary between northern Wilkes County and southern Alleghany
County in North Carolina. The largest towns in the vicinity of
the Cabin at the turn of the century were Sparta to the north,
Elkin to the southeast, and North Wilkesboro, thirty miles to
the south. An element of humor surrounds this dual-county
location of the Brinegar Cabin property. John Brinegar, son of
Cabin builder Martin Brinegar, noted in a 1969 ‘'Wilkes
Journal-Patriot" article that "the boundary line between Wilkes
and Alleghany counties was determined by the direction the water
ran. If it ran off the southern side of the mountains, the land
was included 1in Wilkes County. 1f the water ran off the
northern side, Alleghany claimed the land." As was often the
case in rural Appalachian counties, politics was a powerful
Farce. In this case apparently powerful enough to defy the laws
of gravity. John continues, Ybut sometimes they changed the
county because of politics. My daddy was a Republican and they
didn't want him in Alleghany so they put him on the wilkes
County side."?®?

It is interesting to note that while Martin Brinegar
purchased this land in 1876, he was apparently in no hurry to
build. The deed for the purchase of the property was not
recorded until December 29, 1885, nine vyears after the
conveyance, Information gathered over the years suggests that

Martin and Carocoline, along with daughters Alice and Rena, lived
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in a cabin which was originally on the 125 acres until Martin
built the present cabin. He began construction of the cabin in
1886. Caroline related 1in later vyears that the cabin was
completed when John was six months old. That would place
completion of the cabin in early 1889.2%

Martin and Carocline bought property on two other
occasions. When the Parkway acgquired the property, Caroline had
three deeds, the deed for the initial 125-acre purchase Martin
made form Henderson Crouse and two unrecorded deeds. The
unrecorded deeds totaled 19 1/4 acres. They listed a purchase
of 10 3/4 acres from Henderson Crouse in February of 1893 and a
purchase of 8 1/2 acres form F.L. Richardson in October, 1900.
At some _point, Martin and Caroline sold 55 3/4 acres to R.L.
Church according to Parkway records. This resulted 1in a
Brinegar property totaling 88.5 acres. Parkway records
indicate, however, that 85.7 acres were purchased from Carcline
and heirs in the transference of Tract 24 on November 12, 1935.
(See Appendix N)

As stated earlier, the Cabin location on the crest of the
Blue Ridge Mountains provided a vista of unparalleled variety
and beauty. The view to the southeast on a clear day was over
fifty miles, extending to Wilkesborco and beyond the Yadkin River
Valley to the piedmont 1lowlands. To the northwest, the Peach
Bottom Mountains and parallel tiers of mountain ranges were
etched from the Blue Ridge Plateau by the ancient New River. In
the far distance, beypnd the hulking forms of several mountains,
is the long outline of the Iron Mountain Range, which formed the

western border of the Blue Ridge Plateau along the Great Valley.
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At the turn .of the century, the site for cabin building
was usually chosen to be as near a spring as possible. No other
advantages would ever make up for the lack of good water. And
so it was that Martin and Caroline Brinegar located their cabin
just above an excellent spring. They were very proud of their
spring water which was said to have never run dry or freeze in
the winter. The log Spring House with its hollow chestnut log
cooling trough, was critical to the health and well being of
this Highland family. The spring was noted to have the coolest
water "in these parts.” In summer it was always "two degrees
cooler than morning." Caroline was saild to have kept a long
handle goard for drinking purposes. She kept her house plants
in the springhouse in the winter between two boards. The spring

is said to be the headwaters of the Roaring River.?*®

Long Handle Goard

During the period of the building of Brinegar Cabin,
farming had to csntinue to sustain the family., Each spring
Martin planted his crops and then let Carcline and daughters
Alice and Rene tend them. Building was a slow process using an
ax, froe, adz, and broadax.

The first phase of the building process was laving the
foundation of flat rocks. They formed a level and firm base of

support. Logs, preferably from chestnut trees, were cut to the
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desired length, hewn smooth on two opposite sides and notched at
the ends. "Laying the logs" was a heavy job and required the
helpy of neighborg. He found willing helpers like Elbert Crouse,
his closest neighbor, and among his friends 1in nearby Pine
Swamp.>®

At the turn of the century a house-raising (as the laying
of logs was commonly called) served several important community
functions. Firgt, and most important, it served a utilitarian
purpese by enabling the proud and independent Highlander to get
the assistance he needed with a demanding job. IWithcut strong,
able-bodied help the cabin could never have been built. There
wags also a social element to the house raising. It brought
families togethar and contributed to a bond of trust and
understanding among neighbors. Good food was always available
to sustain the effort.

Alex Stewart, an early Southern Highlander, speaks of

house raising in John Rice Irwin’s book Portrait of a Pioneer:

"I don't know at the house raisings I've went to. I bet you
I've been to 25 or 30 of them. What a time we'd have at a house
raising! And the cookin' ~ usually big fat hens with dumplins,
beans, pickled corn, kraut, and big eié cobbler pies. And no
one never did think about charging a penny.”

After the Jlogs were 1in place Martin calked them with
clay. The roof was covered with oak boards or "shakes" and
"laid arm's length to the weather." According to Irwin, a roof
wag never put on during the "new of the moon" because mountain
folklore held that the shakes would soon curve into a crescent

like the moon itself.



@

Lt

35

In Brinegar's time, sawmills were available to most of the
reople. Therefore, Martin had some of his yellow~poplar sawed
into flooring and weatherboard siding. Earlier settlers made
"pmuncheon" floors out of logs split in half and laid side by
side, flat surface up, then smoothed with an adz.=>®

To protect his home against the blustery winter wind,
Martin boarded his log walls inside and out. A recessed space
was left on the side of the house for the chimney, made of flat
rocks, chinked with clay. He took care to make it airtight and
smooth on the inside to insure a good draft.

When finally completed in 1889, the cabin presented the
tidy appearance of a émall, but plain cottage. Martin and his
neighbors didn't go in for unnecessary frills. Another feature
was a disregard for windows. The only opening onlthe front
facade was a central entrance with a plain heavy surround and a
board-and-batten door. The interior was lighted by one tiny
window beside the large stone chimney and a slightly larger
window containing six-over-two sash on the opposite wall. A
rectangular louvered vent with crude horizontal bars located
near the apex of the gable ventilated the attic.

On the rear of the cabin is a shed éddition with a smaller
stone éhimney on the side. The addition has a central exterior
door on the rear facade similar in design to the main entrance.
Flanking the door are windows containing four-over-two sash.

The interior consists of two rooms, one in the main block
and one in the shed addition. Both are finished with
horizontally sheathed walls and low exposed-beam ceilings. The
mantels, which may be replacements, are quite simple with heavy

shelves supported by large brackets. The unfinished attic or
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loft is reached by a ladder rising on the rear wall in the main
room.

Later, Martin added the previously mentioned springhouse,
a small barn which was located near the existing Parkway, and a
granary with a root cellar beneath it where fruits and
vegetables were stored. According to Delia Brinegar, the garden
was located between the c¢abin and the barn, slightly to the
northwest.

Delia Brinegar notegs that when Martin enlarged the house
after John's birth, he built a porch facing southeast. The
porch was used for sitting, breaking beans, peeling apples,
sewing or just for whittling.

It has been suggested by Kyle Brinegar that his
grandfather also built a dry kiln. This, according to Kyle, was
added after the barn, granary, and springhouse. Although unable
to corrcborate this, it 1is consistent with the practice of
German families who came south from Pennsylvania.

Furnishings of the Cabin

Just as primitive and as simple as the Cabin itself was
the furniture which it likely contained. Because there was no
inventory of furnishings before Caroliné left the property and
recollections of kin folk are incomplete, we must generalize
somewhat about this aspect of the Cabin.

The furnishings of the Cabin were severely plain with no
surface designs or decorations. There was no use of paint or
stains and appaiéhtly no use of the dye of local plants to adorn
furniture, as was occaslonally done elsewhere in the Highlands.

The dominant pilece of furniture in the Cabin and one of

unquestioned importance +to family survival was the four-poster
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hand loom which was made for the newlyweds by Caroline's father
Ezekiel Joines on the occasion of their wedding. It was on this
loom that Caroline made coverlets, shawls, blankets,
linsey~woolseys, and whole c¢loth for family garments. These
family textiles were almost always made in the home, although
there were some exchanges and bartering among neighbors.

Kyle Brinegar {(Grandson) has noted that a small bed nearly
filled the addition to the Cabin on the right as you move from
the main room to the kitchen. Kyle says that this was a cord
bed. The cord bed utilized ropes or cords in place of slats,
mattress and springs. A cloth tick filled with straw served for

the mattress. Every spring, after thrashing time, the old straw

was emptied and the ticks were filled with fresh new straw.

Cord Beds
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Verl Brinegar has indicated that he slept between two
straw ticks 1in the loft portion of the Cabin. Kyle Caudilli, a
former neighbor of the Brinegar's, has said that while there was
a bed downstairs there was none in the loft. He confirms that
verl slept on the floor on straw mattresses with one of
Carcline's linsey-woolsey blankets for warmth.

Caroline used a scrub broom to clean and scrub the cabin
floor. The scrub broom was made from a single piece of wood,
the splints of which were left attached to the handle.

Mountain woman Kellie Williams FEledge describes how she
and her sisters used them: "Mama ‘'ud say, ‘'Hits time to secrub
off them ole floors' and we'd take the mule and sled down to the
creek and fetch a load of sand. An' we take the eatin' table 'n
things outside - an' then we'd pour that creek sand all around
over the floors, and then we'd pour water on and scrub with the
sorub  broom, Lord, we'd scrub 'n scrub ‘til them floors 'ud be
as c¢lean as new. Then we'd wash off all the sand, and thum 'ud

be the prettiest scoured floors that ever you seed."®®B

Scrub Broom
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Another item which Kyle Brinegar confirms Caroline used
daily was the meal chest. This was an item that was found in
almost every Highland home. Almost all of the meal chests had a
partition; one side for meal, the other for flour. 1In very
early days, flour was always scarce so the first chests were
used exclusively for meal. "She kept one side full of meal and

the other full of flour," said Kyle.

Meal Chest

A  dough tray,’ of oblong shape, was found in almost every

home; from the tiny pole mountain cabin to more substantial

"brick homes along the fertile river bottom. John Rice Irwin

says that these were always made from the buckeye tree.

Dough Tray
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It is not difficult to imagine Caroline Brinegar, up by
four o'clock in the morning, sitting before the fireplace with
the dough tray on her knees. 1In the center would go flour and
sour, milk which she would "work" with her hands until it heéam@
thick enocugh to bake. She may have used an old fashioned iron
"haker" for this purpose. The baker was placed in the fireplace
with hot coals on the botfom and top. People who have eaten
corn bread from this method of cooking say that nothing even
comes close to its flavor.

According to son John Brinegar and his wife Delia, Martin
and Caroline "raised a patch" of flax which, after undergoing
many steps of processing, became linen, or more commonly Jjeans,
for shirts, trousers, dresses, etc. Caroline, 1like other
mountain women at the turn of the century, made all of the
families clothes. FPFlax, of course, had been grown in Europe for
hundreds of vyears. One step in this process of turning flax o
linen was the combing out of the detritus and for this Caroline

used a8 round flax hackle like the one pictured below.

Round Flax Hackle
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Ancther item which is believed to have been an important
piece of furniture fo% Martin ‘and Caroline was the blanket
chest. Again, probably unadorned of color or decoration, this
was utilitarian like all the other furnishings. The blanket

chest was usually placed at the foot of the bed.

e B T

Blanket Chest

While most of the 1items 1ingide the house were used and
maintained by Caroline, one important exception was the long
rifle. Those made in Pennsylvania were usually ornate and very
well crafted. The Kentucky, Tennessee and Carolina long rifles
were generally strictly utilitarian. This was, of course, one
of the most important items the Highlander owned. It was the
male equivalent of the loom in importance because it provided
protection and game for eating. It 1s interesting to note that
Caroline was well wversed in the use of this muzzle loader.?®
This was important in the event that a bear, wolves, or

"panther" paid an unwelcome visit.
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Long Rifle

Among the tools in the barn used by both Martin, Caroline
and the family was the wooden rake. In addition to raking

leaves out of the barn, it was used to rake hay.

Wooden Rake

Few mountain cabins were without the old steel trap which
played such an important part in the exploration and settlement
of the country. The double spring trap was adequate for fox,
wildcat, or wolves. The smaller circular base trap, depicted
below, was used extensively in Europe and later in America. It

was used to trap small animals such as mink, muskrat and 'coons.
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Steel Trap

Another item which was likely to be found hanging on the
barn wall was the ground hog hide. According to John Rice
Irwin, the ground hog is the only small animal whose hide is of
no &alue for its fur.%® Martin may have used the thick hide
for making shoe strings and thongs for repairing the horse

harnesses.
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Ground Hog Hide

A  frequently used lmplement at the Brinegar Cabin was the
'tater hoe.®*t It was used primarily for digging sweet and

Irish potatoes, an important staple in the Brinegar diet. The
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tines were advantageous over the solid iron hoe for two reasons:
first, they would project deeper, underneath the "hill" of
potatoes; and secondly, if a tine did strike a potato, it would

not be sheared in half.

Tater Hoe

There were few furnishings or implements which brought joy
to the voung child growing up in the Blue Ridge Mountains at the
turn of the century. An interesting exception which John and

Verle both probably used was the rabbit box.

Rabbit Box

Using an apple core or a nubbin of corn for bait, the trap
was set in the surrounding woods and examined every morning. -

The thrill of seeing at a distance that the trap door had been
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sprung (fallen), indicating a catch, brought exhilaration to the
young trapper. One learned from experience that these boxes
also attracted a less desirable prey-skunksi! The rabbit was
usually skinned and either eaten or used as bait for the larger
steel trap. John might have so0ld the rabbit fur but it only
*fetched” five or ten cents.

Martin - Brinegar was representative of most Southern
Highlanders who kept bee hives .for the delicious honey.*%®
Although there were more sophisﬁicated hives, or “gums" as they
are called in the mountains, he used the more primitive log hive
according to Ralph and Ruby Joines, These were popular in
Europe over 300 years ago and their use represents the practice
of many Highlanders of reverting to a more primitive tool or
implement. The word gum is derived from the fact that most of

the log hives were made from the black gum tree.

y

.

Bee Gum

Among the other tools used by Martin, Caroline and their

family were the briar scythe and the whetstone for keeping the
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scythe sharp.*? The scythe, often called a reap hook, was
used to out grain. Kyle Brinegar remembers the scythe as an

indispensable but "contrary" tool around the cabin.

Brier Scvthe

When the first Southern Highlanders migrated down from

Pennsylvania, they often brought no more than a gun, knife, axe

cand an auger. Martin used a two inch auger (according to Kyle

Brinegar} in pegging together the log house, the rafts, perhaps
a sled (which Dby the way, was used more in summer than in

winter), and in making some of the more primitive furniture.

/

\\‘. .
Ry,

Auger
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Two items used in the springhouse were the stone fruit jar

and the long handle goard.**® wWhile the term "“fruit jar"
connotes a glass type jar to most of(uﬁ, these stone jars were
widely used for canning apples or other fruit. They were capped
with small stone 1lids and sealed with wayx. The long-handle
dipper goard was used for drinking at the spring. In an attempt
to make the goard longer, Highlanders would tie a weight to the
suspended gocard as 1t grew, in the belief that it would stretch
and be a bettar dipper, Kyle Brinegar states that Caroline

“kept milk in the fruit jdrs énd put tﬁem in thé Spring House."
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Stone Frult Jars

Two related items which were probably used in Martin's
granary or in the Spring House were the log barrel and the
woaden stand. Although artisans of Burope were making barrels
of staves and hoops hundreds of vears before immigration to
America, the process reguired a rather sophisticated skill and
special tools. Nevertheless, when Martin and Caroline first
settled, they neééeé containers for grain, molasses, lard soap,
salt, honey and other essentials. Martin made such containers
from short sections of logs like the one depicted below. These

logs were called salt gums or bee gums because the most commonly
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used tree was the black gum. Martin would heollow out the stump
by a combination of burning and scraping and have storage for

as much as 100 gallons of grain.
T
Vo —
t
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Log Barrel

As time passed at the Brinegar Cabin, Martin is likely to

have purchased wooden barrels in North Wilkesboro or nearby

- Whitehead. They are often referred to 1in the Highlands as

Ystands," a term dating back to 14th century England which meant
open-ended barrel. The three below are representative of the
type found on farms along the Blue Ridge. Kyle Brinegar says
that Carocline used the barrels for pickle beans and kraut.

"rheyv'de Keep all winter in the Spring House and not freeze no
, , .
matter how cold it got." ' ﬁﬁg;:jﬁ; 2
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Wooden Barrsalsg
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Chapter IV

Life at the Brinegar Cabin

An important premise of <this study 1s that the Brinegar
Cabin, and the 1lives of Martin and Caroline Brinegar, are
representative of folk culture among Highland families around
the turn of the century. From their fi&fee individualism to the
subsistence farming and religious fﬁndamentalism they practiced,
their lives paralleled the day to day lifestyle of most of their
neighbors. If you could have traveled the éurxentuday route of
the Blue Ridge Parkway at the turn of the century, the Brinegars
would have Dbeen representative of the people along the way.
They serve as a useful case study of the life and times of the
Highlander in the Southern Appalachian Mountains.

What was an average day like for Martin and Caroline
Brinegar and their family? With no electricity, no running
water or plumbing, and no central heating system, it was indeed
a very different existence from cours today. It was a day full
of hardship and pain. Yet, as John Opie notes, there is more to
this difficult 1life than meets the eye. The Highlander's close
associlation with  the land extends the American frontier
experience into the present day. This frontier-like existence
is based upon & long history. Opie suggests that what is
satisfied in this Highland 1life has been almost removed from
mass soclety; a profoundly fundamental human need to have a
"habitat" and know it intimately.*® Those few Highlanders
gtill 1living as ploneers might be c¢alled "living fossils®

because they remind our urban society of the world we left
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behind. The Brinegars stand as a reminder of a guality of life

"that has become rare in contemporary society. They knew they

belonged.

This sense of place was important to Martin and Caroline.

- Like most of their neighbors, they were stay-at-homes. The

putside world held little attraction. The center of their world

was the home they had fashioned with their own hands and the

land which provided both solitude and bliss. For them and other
&ighlandérs, the mountains were a shield from the outside
world. Their reality was the plet of land they knew so
intimately, their £fixed place, the central axis of their lives.
The longest trips ever taken were to Wilkesboro, 20 miles from
the Cabin, to pay taxes. And while Martin walked seven miles to
church each month, Caroline stayed closer to home. It was this
sense of place which kept Caroline at the Cabin, fully a decade
after Martin's death. Oonly the coming of the "turnpike" could
separate her from their home of over 50 years. For to be at
one's c¢abin home manifested order, harmony, permanence, health
and safety. One's land was not merely a patch of dirt or an
economic unit; it always expressed something transcendent. Its
meaning was not abstract or intellectual; it was concretely and
intimately connected with the fundamental realities of a
satisfying life.

Unlike the stereotypes projected by media today, mountain
people like the Brinegars were hard working. They had to be to
survive. Martin and Caroline would arise about four in the
morning to begin their daily chores. "He always stayed busy,"

remembers neighbor Sherman Caudill. "Of course we all did, we
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had +to Just to get along. And she worked ever' bhit as much as
he did."

This industriocusness 1is consistent with the observations

of Horace Kephart in his classic work Qur Southern Highlanders.
He states YRarely do we find mountaineers who loaf all day on
the floor or the doorstep like so many of the poor whites in the
lowlands.  If not 1laboring, they 2at least must be doing
something, be it no more than walking ten miles to shoot a
squirrel or visit a crony. As a class they have great and
restless physical energy. Considering the guantity and quality
of what they eat there 1s no people whe ¢an beat them in
endurance of strain and privation. They are great walkers and
carriers of burdens."®®

This industriocusness seems  ironic today, given the

Highlanders disregard for time. He lived by rhythms other than

. the hour, day or week. The rhythms of the seasons, of hunting

and fishing, of gardening and weaving, these provided the paces
for Martin and Caroline. |

Perhaps the most striking characteristic of Martin and
Caroline's 1life was their independence. Both Theredity and
environment conspired to make them extreme individualists. In
their wveins ran the blood of the German and Scotch-Irish
immigrants who left their homeland for the unknown spaces of the
free land. Year by year their forebears lived the solitary life
of the pioneer, facing alone the hardships of the wilderness.
They were lovers of freedom.

"They  were totally self-reliant people," sald their
grandson Kyle Brinegar. They grew the vegetables they consumed

and maintained livestock for slaughter. Martin also maintained
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a small orchard of apple trees on the property. "@Grandpa
grafted apples all the time,” sgaild Kyle. The orchard was
located 3Jjust below the current rock wall which was constructed
for the parking Ilot. "Mart had, oh, I'd say 25 to 30 apple
trees."

Sherman Caudill, a neighbor and friend, reminisced about
Martins' small orchard. "The Prultts used to live on down
toward basin Creek and we used to meet over at Uncle Mart's
(although not related, "uncle" was commonly used as a reflection
of friendship). We loved fo go in the wintertime because he
always had a bunch of those limber twig apples. They was really
good about Pebruary or March, He kept them in the root cellar."

"He had several apple trees," continued Caudill, "the best
was them Virginia Beauties and the ol' timey Limber Twigs. They

lasted and stayed good all winter long. Now we didn't have any

- apples like that down at our place.®

John Brinegar remembers his father keeping cattle, sheep
and hogs. "We used a team of oxen to plow and tend crops. In
the spring,¥ said John, "we turned the hogs loose in the woods
to fatten on mavapples, chestnuts and acorn mast. Then in the
fall we rounded ‘'um up to take them to ﬁarket.“ He added that
"pveople nowadays wonder how we managed to catch the hogs after
runnin' wild all summer. But by then the hogs were so fat they
couldn't do much running around. In fact, it took us a long
time to round them up because they were so fat they had to lie
down and rest evéfy'faw minutesi"*”?

Like most mountaineers, John said that the family grew
cabbage and potatoes to sell in the fall, With the cash they
purchased flour, sugar and other staples not grown on the

farm.
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They also ralsed crops of buckwheat, rye, ocats and sorghum,
cutting them at harvest time with a "reap hook" and threshing
the grain by flailing it with a hickory pole. "When you farmed
on these hills vyou didn't have to bend your back much to hoe
corn," joked John.

Ralph and Ruby Joines of nearby Pine Swamp remember the
Brinegar's slaughtering hogs and salting and curing their own
meat. "They would use the side meat and fat back. He used hams
sometimes to pay taxes. They would hang the hams in sacks in
the granary."

Honey was an extremely important food to the Highland
family. I£ was the only sweetener that Martin and Caroline had
most of the time. Ruby Joines said that "Martin kept a bee gum
behind the house." As was the tradition, he used black gum and

placed forked sticks inside for the bees to make the comb.

. Caroline was known "Yto make good sourdough biscuits, she would

always have the starter for sourdough." No doubt the honey
found its way to those biscuits on more than one occasion.

The entire family participated in gathering wild berries.
They were eaten fresh and used for preserves by Caroline. Among
the best were dewberries, huckleberries, blackberries and
stréwberries. Pawpaw's were also popular, but more difficult to
find. "wildfish" mushrooms were also gathered by most Highland
families as were ramps and salad greens such as lamb's quarters,
"woolen Dbritches," narrow dock, and dandelion. O©Of course the
mountain salad wéélélways cooked rather than eaten raw.

Caroline worked every bit as hard as Martin. She picked
and dried the wild fruit, washed the wool, carded, spun, and

wove it, made soap, hominy, butter, 1lard and molasses. She
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helped cut up the meat and raised the poultry. Oh ves, and if
that wasn't enough, she had her share of milking cows and
hauling wood and water.

Perhaps most  important was Caroline's spinning and

weaving. This was the principal home industry throughout the

-Highlands. Like all weavers, Caroline faced two basic

challenges in c¢reating  her clothing, Dblankets and other
household and personal items. First, the spinning of the thread
or vyarn, and second, weaving the thread inte a web. In
Caroline's case, both processes were carried out entirely by
hand. As with other mountaln women, she did her spinning on a
wheel, a .gracef&l practice with great aesthetic appeal.
Unfortunately, spinning was a painfully slow process which was
basic to the character and quality of every fabric. It takes as

many as eight spinners to supply varn for one weaver. Spinning

.was an activity which Caroline involved all her children in

during their spare time. Not just Renee and Alice, but also
John. This help was necessary just to keep the weaving process
going.

There were two types of spinning wheels used by women in
the Highlands. One wasg a big, high wheei which was propelled by
hand with the spinner standing. The smaller low wheel, operated
by foot power with the spinner seated, was not as widely used by

Highland women because of the complexity of design and cost to

purchase, Unfortunately, I have been unable to determine which
type Caroline used. In all probability it was the standing
model.

At the turn of the century in the Highlands, all the wool

for vyarn was carded in the home and made into rolls for




55
spinning. The fibers were combed out with hand cards, which
resemble the broad curry combs used in stables.
Caroline would occupy the winter months spinning and
weaving on her four-poster, hand-shuttle loom. As noted

earlier, the loom was built by her father Ezekiel Joines as a

" wedding present. With linen thread and woolen varn she wove the

durable "“linsey-woolsgey" c¢loth. Although she could not reé& or
write, she used the old timey "tromped as writ" patterns that
resembled sheet music. Symbols like musical notes indicated
which of the foot treadles to tromp in sequence to weave the
desired pattern. (See Appendix N)

Ryle Brinegar, her grandson, remembers this process
vividly. “Grandma wove and spun wool and would knit stockings.
she took wool from the sheep's back and made it into cloth. She

would spin wool and do the carding. I1I've worn socks that she

- knitted and they'd last all winter. Boy, you get under one of

them winter blankets she wove and you'll sure stay warm!"™ She
wove counterpanes, coverlets, shawls and made whole cloth for
clothes. “She always wore an apron and a long dress and when
she was out she wore a splint bonnet."

Caroline wused roots, bark, and leaves to dye the cloth.
Hickory bark and alum root "made the purtiest vellow cloth you
ever Saw. It wouldn't fade." To make a red dye she used the
bark of red oak, white oak and chestnut mizxed with alum. Walnut
root was valuable for its brown color and catnip would color the
¢loth green. 6ﬁhér sources of color were the pawpaw root, polk
berry, and yellow poplar root. Caroline would put the root in a
pot and boil it and then put in the varn. This was a similar

process to the way we dye Easter eggs today.
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Like most mountain women, Caroline was fearless. The

Basin Cove area was full of poisonous snakes and wildcats. Her

reputation as a “gpnake  killer® was legend among her
grandchildren. she "killed more copperheads and rattliers than
you could haul off in a wagon." Not "ary bit afraid," she

killed them with anyvthing at hand, be it a rock or a rail.
Caroline was alsc a great storvteller. This lost art has
often been associated with the early settlers of the Highlands.
Stcrytelliﬁg was important not only as entertainment but alsc as
a means of passing on to the children the heritage and
traditions. Emma Miles suggests: "It iz scarcely too much to

say that every man and woman in the mountains, is, in one way or

- another, superstitious.” The “"booger" may be dreams, or charms

against diseases; it may be some absurd fear of owls, or dghosts,

or burning certain kinds of wood, or carrying a hoe through the

- house. This may have come from the old Irish or the Cherckee.

Thelr superstitions and tales of goblins and giants were often
the theme of Caroline's stories. Her c¢hildren and grandchildren
sat spellbound as Carcline wove tales ofladvantux@, One of her
favorites was of a panther stalking a man, wife and baby as they
were walking up a steep mountain path. The big cat came closer
as night set in. They escaped with thelr lives by tearing off
bits of their clothing and leaving them on the path, distracting
the panther who couldn't resist stopping to scream and tear the
clothing to shreds.

The Brineéér;s, like their neighbors and other Highlanders
at the +turn of the century, had little desire to engage in the
cash economy. They were largely self-gufficient, growing and

making what they needed. They often confronted scarcity by
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trading with their neighbors and kinfelk. To satisfy their need
for cash items, they had a small "money crop."”

One of the earliest money crops was the fgst of the
ginseng plant. In going through the 01d tools of mountain
homesteads one often finds long narrow ginseng hoes, used to dig
this valuable herb. The roots often grow in the shape of a
human body. The word "“ginseng” 1is reportedly of Chinese
derivation, and means "1ikeness of man." In addition to its
medicinal <qualities, the ginseng root is considered by many to
be an aphrodisiac. The best "“sang" is said to have grown under
and around black walnut trees., Caroline and the children would
hunt it in September when the leaves turn a pretty vellow
color. They also collected Pbloodreoot, alumrocot, black
snakeroot, black cohosh, witch hazel, shonny haw, and the bark
of wild cherry. They s0ld the roots and herbs to drug merchants
in nearby Jefferson and to Wilcox Drug Company in Boone.

Martin also helped with a cash crop of his own; he was a
cobbler and made sheoes for family and neighbors. Martin's
grandson Kyle remembers "“people coming to the Cabin and havin!
shoes made." The Cleve Caudill family lived near the Brinegars
and Sherman, Cleve's son, can remember #artin sitting near the
wiﬁéaw in the main portion of the cabin and cobbling. Y“He made
shoes all the time and I wore some of 'um." His workshop was on
the lower side of the Cabin opposite the chimney. "Many a time
I went to that window and Uncle Mart was workin' on shoes by the
light comin' in through that window." Leather, thread, and
homemade wocoden pegs were the primary materials used in the
process. This Y“jack of all +trades," as the self-sufficient

Highlander had to be, spent countless hours measuring and
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cutting the leather and sewing it into boot-like ankle shoes.

Almost everything on the Brinegar place was "hitched to

somethin' else. This meant that there were many
interrelationships between the items grown and utilized. Very
little was wasted. Such was the case with Martin the cobbler.

The beeswax from the honey he cultivated was an important
by-product. Martin would take the comb out of the honey and
boil it in water. It would then cool and the wax would come to
the top of the pot. Martin would 1lift off the wax and coat the
thread for his shoes with it. This prevented the thread from
rotting and the shoes from coming apart. He would also give the
leather a coat of wax to waterproof them. The beeswax also
proved valuable for Martin's horse harnesg, and in his grafting
of apple trees. Caroline used the wax to coat the bottom of her
iron and to stop leaks in her pots, buckets, and pans. Just
melt the wax down and it would harden like cement.

While many Highlanders initially tanned their animal hides
for shoes, Martin is said o have purchased the leather from
tanneries in Wilkesborco and Elkin. He fashioned wooden pegs
from maple wood to fasten the soles. This involved cutting a
limb, splitting it lengthwise into stxiﬁa, and letting it drv.
He :ﬁhen whittled the pegs from the strips into what he called
Posprigs.® Ralph Joines remembers the final product: "I wore
the shoes he made. They were rough on the inside. The first
thing folks would do is gand down those pegs 'cause they would
poke into the bottoms of your feet. But back then folks didn't
wear shoes but in the wintertime. Martin would trace the
people's feet and deliver them shoes 1in the fall before the

first frost.”
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"A pair of Uncle Martin's shoes usually lasted us two
vears because we went barefoot back then in the summertime,"
said Sherman Caudill. "He'd c¢ome over to our place and say
"hold that foot up' and he'd pick your foot up and rub the shoe
and c¢heck it for wear. He was so proud of them shoes. Yes sir,
he was proud of them shoes.”

Kyle Brinegar related that it tock Martin about two weeks
to make one pair of shoes. "He was busy most of the time when
he was able to work." He charged according to the size of the
foot but usually one dollar would cover the bill.

Martin Brinegar was a devoutly religious man. He attended

_ the Pleasant Grove Union Baptist Church where he held the

honored position of Clerk. He regularly attended monthly
services which lasted for two days. Services only met once a
month 1in most rural communities because the preacher was on a
circuit and  ministered to the needs of three or four
pongregations in different communities. Another reason for the
monthly meetings was the dJdistance members of the congregation
had to travel to get to church. Martin walked from the Cabin to
church {approximately nine miles) or occasionally rode
horseback. The services lasted from ‘11 A.M. until 2 P.M.,
according to Sherman Caudill, and Martin often spent the night
with his two brothers who lived nearby. He returned home after
the Sunday services.

Louise Tayson remembers Betty Crouse (closest neighbor of
the Brinegars) talking about Martin's dedication to the church.
She said "she could just about set her clock® by Martin's coming
by aﬁ his way t£o church. As Clerk, Martin recorded and read the

minutes from church meetings. {(See Appendix O} He was alsc a
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notary public and Jjustice of the peace. It was in the latter
capacity that he officiated for the wedding of Daniel Clary and
S. Brinegar on March 29, 1897. Most of hig activity as notary
and justice of the peace reveolved around church matters.

Like most Southern Highlander#, Martin could be termed a
“fundamentalist" in his religious beliefs. His church forbade
the plaving of musical instruments and they were not allowed in
the Brinegar Cabin. He also frowned on such frivolities as
dancing and drinking. His was an intensely personal religious
experience. He had implicit faith in the word of the Bible and
interpreted it literally. While Caroline didn't make the long
trips with Martin to church services, she was, according to
Delia Brinegar, a very religious person. "Carcline cculdn't
read ﬁexself, but she had Martin read a chapter each night out
of the Bible." She was not, however, a nember of the church.

The Highlanders religious beliefs helped shape his often
fatalistic view toward life. With the myriad of hardships
facing the mountaineer, is there any wonder that he placed his
faith in life being better in the hereafter? "If that's the way
God wants it, I reckon that's the way it's S§§§08§ﬁ~£0 be," is
the often heard refrain of the faithful. .és Emma Miles notes in

her classic The Spirit of the Mountains: "A man born and bred

in a vast wild land nearly always becomes a fatalist. He learns
to see HNature not as a thing of fields and brooks, friendly to
man and docile beneath his hand, but as a world of depths and
heights and distances illimitable, of which he is but a tiny
part. He feels himself carried in the sweep of forces too vast
for éomprehensiaa, but in which the Right must gxevail; Thig is

the beginning of his faith as he heard it from his fathers, from
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hence 1is his courage and his independence. Inevitably he comes
to feel, with a sort of proud humility, that he has no part or
lot in the control of the universe save as he allies himself, by
prayer and obedience, with the God that rules."*® Wwhat is to
be will be. So consistently did the Highlander hold to this
that they hardly permitted themselves the casual wish of things
better. Theirs was a hard lot in life and to wish for better
things for themselves was considered a blaspheme.

While it was not appropriate to ask God to improve your own

"lot in 1life, to help others was a different matter. This

"helping one's neighbor" was also a philosophical and practical
hallmark of the Highlander's 1life. It was demanded by the
scriptures. So it was that Martin and Caroline extended every
effort to help neighbors with house raisings, family illness,
and other needs. They were there to comfort others in their
time of need.

Their religious and political beliefs had important
implications for Martin and Caroline after the Civil War. They
were among many in the Pleasant Grove Unlion Baptist Church
congregation who helped ex-slaves settle in the Basin Cabin
area. "Wilkes County was well-known for its support of the
Unién cause during the ¢Civil War."*® 1In fact, Wilkes County
was often referred +to at that time as "the old United States",
because of its pro-Union sentiments. After Martin's death
Caroline befriended a black woman who lived with her for
awhile. The bléck woman was known to have been absolutely
fearless. To amuse Caroline, she would c¢limb to the tops of
tall -trees and “"whoopingly" ride them to the ground as neighbors

chopped them down. A Dblack family also 1lived near the
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Brinegars. Kyle caudill says that the family name was
Brown."They helped us some with ditching. His name was Armster
Brown and they lived in the ol' Henry Fugate place."

Pleasant Grove Union Baptist Church had services once a
month on the third Saturday and Sunday. They had communion and
foot washing the Sunday after the third Saturday in August.®°
The church was a member of the Mountain Union Association which
expressed strong Union sentiments and sympathy toward
ex-glaves. In 1868, they helped organize the New Covenant
Association which was composed entirely of ex-slaves. The Union
Baptists taught these ex-slaves their doctrine, ordained four of
ﬁhem into the ministry, and had communion and footwashing
services with them. The f£irst black church was the Pleasant
Hill Union Baptist Church.®*

The differences between the Union Baptists and other
Baptists {Primitive, Regular, 0ld Regular, and United] wag not
theological but philosophical and political. "The Union
Baptists were supporters of 2Abe Lincoln and were "Lincoln
Republicans,” said church elder Earl Sexton.®? Most are still
Republicans today. The only other real difference was that
Union Baptists practiced open communion while most of the other
assbciatians practice c¢losed communion. As Harrison Caudill,
Jr. recalls: "Whites and Blacks, even Indians, all had
communion together and washed each other's feet in that church
down there in the VCove." This openness in worship was unique
and is even more amazing when one remembers that this jig the
period when "Jim Crow" laws were being enforced in the South,
and Indians were being subdued and put on reservations. It is

unique in the history of American churches.
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Martin Brinegar, as a prominent member of Pleasant Grove
Union Baptist Church, played a major role in bringing r&ligion
and education to the people of the basin cove area. He took an
important stand for freedom for all Americans. His church cared
for +the new born, the sick, those to be married, and the
bereaved. It gave Dboth vyoung and old a place for social and
spiritual fellowship. Above all the c¢hurxch was a community
center, the heart beat of the community.

Martin's religious bheliefs also shaped his and his family's
attitude toward an important mountain practice-moonshining.
Moconshining in the Highlands has been romanticized in so many
books, songs, and motion pictures that many find it difficult to
differentiate between fiction, and the true role the production
of illegal alcochol played in the lives of the people in this
region. Many of Martin and Caroline'’s neighbors made "shine."
It was part of the heritage brought with them into the
mountains. Their ancestors made liquor in Scotland where they
hid their small stills to aveid British tax collectors. They
considered the distillation of gpirits to be a man's own
business.

Although moonshining, the illegal making and/or selling of
homémadé whiskey, was a common practice and important source of
income in the mountains, valleys, and foothills along the Blue
Ridge Parkway, the Brinegars abstained. "“One thing we didn't do
was mess with 1iqugr,“ said Martin's son John. "“One feller up
there raised a pretty good family, ten or twelve of ‘em, by
making corn liguor. We were the only folks around on speaking

terms with the revenuer!®
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Delia Brinegar says that ligquor was only used for medicinal

purposes, shnakebites and colds. - Grandson Kyle confirms this

“with an interesting recollection: mother never had a drop of

store bought medicine until just before she died. Medical
doctors were "scarce as hens teeth" and almost impossible to
Ygit ahold of."

Among the ingredients used for medicine were Boneset tea for

colds and pneumonia, Wild Cherry Bark for cough syrup, whiskey

“for measles, and Yellow Root or Goldenseal for eyve infections

and skin diseases. The most common treatment for colic was
making a. "moultice® of hot ashes from the fireplace. Horehound
was used for emphysema. Black Cohast was believed to be
beneficial for heart disorders and Witch Hazel was used as an
astringent. Ladies Slipper was the cholce for treating nervous
disorders and Sumach was used as a remedy for sore throats.
Blackberry Root was valﬁed in treating diarrhea.

All of these roots and herbs were in great demand by drug
dealers who would sell them to manufacturers of medicine
throughout this country- and abroad. During the 1920's, A.F.
Phillips of Wwilkes County was buying more than 130 different
roots and herbs. Today, chemists derive much of the same

ingredients from coal.®?

Chapter V

Relationship te the Community

Today when one visits Brinegar Cabin, even the most casual
observer is struck by twoe predominant themes: First is the

anthropoids beauty of the Cabin setting and second, the




- M E aw -

o .

65
staggering isolation high in the Blue Ridge Mountains.

There 1is a éaftness which envelopes the wooded heights and
hollows, a beauty of melting curves, of lights and shadows, of
varied textures and colors. At the elevation of 3500 feet, high
above the river valley below, each season .has a special

splendor. From the subtle variations of green leaves in spring;

‘the hazy serenity of summer; and the crimson, gold and russets

of autumn.

Yet, with the beauty came isolation. Martin was only 18 and
Caroline 16 when they began their married life together in this
remote and hostile environment. Miles to the nearest community
and hospitals wvirtually unavailable, their's was a life void of

electricity, telephones, highways, automcbiles, and much of what

we take for granted today. Environment and heredity conspired

to  make the young couple extremely individualistic and
independent.  Year by vear they lived the solitary life of a
Highland family.

Yet there was a spirit of fellowship and a determipation to
survive that brought WMartin and Carcoline <closer +to their
neighbors. For in time of crisis or need, there was no one else
o turn to but neighbors. The Brinegars still preferred to do
fer' themselves. They had learned the necessity for self~
reliance and practiced it in their daily lives. But when ﬁh@
burdens of 1life were too much to bare, they could always count
on help and be counted on to give it.

Alex sStewart reflects on the neighborliness of Highlanders
at that time: “Back then if you was airy bit sick, why they'd
light a pine torch and come see about you. They'd bring in food

and they'd stay right there and help vou as long as they's
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needed. They'd set up all night with you. Law I‘#e done that a
many a night with sick folks."><

nTf you got to where you couldn't tend vyour farm the
neighbors would get together and come in and take care of your
crops, cut your wood and feed vyour stock £ill you got well.
Thev'd divide whatever they had with vyou. Everybody, just
about, was that way,"ﬁﬁ

John Brinegar said that "back then neighbors seemed to care
more about each other than they do now." Delia Brinegar tells
of Martin and Carcoline taking 1in an elderly man who needed a
place to staya. They received him warmly and made sure he had
plenty to eat.

It is worth noting that at the turn of the century in the
Highlands, many of vyour neighbors were also your kin folk. As
was mentioned previously, families often settled in the sanme
valley or cove and interfamily narriages were not uncommon.
Neighborliness, however, was not restricted to family.

Roads in the Basgsin Cove area were few and in generally poor
condition. Sometimes they would accommodate a wagon but more
often they were only £it for horseback or walking. This
contributed to the further 1isolation of the Brinegars. Other
than his regular, monthly church attendance, Martin seldom
travelled. He made regular trips to Whitehead, five miles
northwest on the plateau. A small community southwest of
Sparta, Whitehead was named for early settler Daniel Whitehead
who owned a wététmpewaxed grist mill and carding mill. Martin
took grain to the mill for grinding and stopped at Joe
Copeland's store for such items as salt, coffee, lead, during

the year. These trips, along with church services, represented
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virtually all of the family's contact with the outside world.
Sometimes Martin went down the mountain via Ailr Bellows Gap
Road which crosses the Parkway at Milepost 236.9. The road,

like countless others of its kind, was built and maintained by

the local residents. Air Bellows School, where grandson Kyle

‘Brinegar attended, was a mile and a half down the road. "As

rough as it used to be, about the only way you #G&X& get up the
road was on horseback or foot," =aid Kyle.

Less fregquently, Martin traveled to Absher, which was six
miles below the Cabin. On such trips he frequently visited
Pleasant Hill Store, west of Absher, and hob-nobbed with the
Caudills and Pruitts.

Martin's longest +trips were to the county seat of Wilkes
City (current dJay Wilkesboro). These annual excursions were to
pay taxes and to purchase leather at the large tannery there,
which he used in cobbling.

As stated earlier, Martin and Caroline could be found almost

x every day on their homeplace. This was a function of

inclination, role expectation, and the daily demands of life in
the Highlands. Both Martin and Caroline were sgtay-at-homes.
Home was the center of their universe and they felt most
cemﬁortable there, The soclial mores or customs of the day also
dictated that &a woman's place was in the home . Therefore,
Caroline seldom ventured bevond the homes of their immediate
neighbors. This _included the families of 8guare Pruitt
(son-in-law)}, the Caudills, Bert Holloway, Jim Scott, and Elbert
Crouse,.

T&o significant natural dJdisasters reveal the way the

Highland families supported one another in difficult times. The
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first, and by far the most deadly, was the infamous flood of
1816. It rained in torrents for three days until entire slopes
of the Basiﬁ Cove area were swept away. The great deluge of
water gathered destructive momentum and roared down through the
valleys and coves into the piedmont. The Yadkin River below was
nine feet above high water mark. Cattle, sheep, hogs, and other
‘1ivestéak were drowned in the massive . landslides. Over 50
dwellings, storehouses, schools, barns, mills and factories were
washed away or destroyed. Ten people drowned in Wilkes County
albne. Bundreds of thousands of dollars worth of property was
destroyed.

Brinegar Cabin was above the danger area and Martin and
Carcline opened their tiny cabin to their neighbors. Kyle
Caudill said that "when the folks came up outa' there they
watched houses float down the river with chickens perched atop
the roofs and candles still burning in the houses.¥

The Martin Caudill family, who lived below the Brinegars,
took refuge in the Cabin. John Brinegar remembers that fearful
night. "All twelve of the Caudills walked up the ridge out of
the gorge. They stayed with us until the water went down." The
family of Famon Caudill, who lived in a cabin close to Basin
Creek, was not so foriunate. PFamon, head of the household, was
away working in Virginia when the clouds erupted. His younger
brother Cornelious, wife Alice and mother-in-law Wadie Adams
were washed away in the cabin and drowned. The rest of the
caudill family, safe at Brinegar Cabin, did not discover the
tragedy until the storm subsided. It was two weeks later that
Famoﬂ; on his way home, stopped at the Hobrook Store in nearby

Traphill, and discovered for the first time that hisg wife,
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brother, and mother-in-law were dead and already buried. Later,

while Searching the cabkin site, Famon found and saved an old

 brown milk pitcher, the only thing left of a young man's

dream.*=*®

Another disaster on the mountain endangered the Brinegar
Cabin more directly. This was the forest fire of 1234. The
fire raged acrass the mountainsides, spurred on by strong winds
and dry leaves. Verl Brinegar recalled in later years the
horror he and Caroline felt as they helplessly watched the fire
move toward the Cabin. With the courageous help of neighbors,

he and Caroline removed the furnishings from the house and then

began the battle to save the C(abin. The fearless Caroline

climbed on the roof of the Cabin while Verle and neighbors
formed a water brigade from the trusty spring. They carried
buckets of water to Caroline and she poured water on the
shingles to prevent their igniting.

Kyle Brinegar, while not present, remembers the retelling of

the event. "That was an awful fire. They had a water brigade
up there. Grandma's Cabin had boards on the roof and that fire
was comin' up out of the gorge. She said it roared like
thunder. They kept it (the cabin) wet down. It burned all of
the woods around the cabin. People say they haven't seen

anything like it before nor since."
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Chapter VI

Management by the National Park Service

According to documents contained in the archives of the Blue
Ridge Parkway Headguarters in AaAsheville, North Carclina, the
National Park Service acquired two different tracts of land
which are identified with Brinegar Cabin. The first, identified
as Tract 24, was acguired on November 12, 1935. The grantor was
John W. Brinegar who was paid $1,000 ($11.66 per acre} for the
85.7 acres conveved (See Attachment 0O}.

The second parcel of land conveyed was 'Tract 21, which
contained 28.1 acres. The grantor was John W. Brinegar and
Heirs and the convevance occurred on April 23, 1937. The cost
of this land purchase was $320 (See Attachment Pj.

By 1940, Blue Ridge Parkway officials began to plan for use
of the Brinegar Cabin as an historic visitor site. A4 1941 Blue
Ridge Parkway Landscape Plan called for the construction of a
visitor parking lot and a walkway to the Cabin. These were
completed shortly thersafter and the Brinegar Cabin became a
regular visitation attraction.

It was sixteen vears later, in i?ﬁ?, that +the first
documented visitor service concession began at Brinegar Cabin.
A one-vear special wuse permit was 1issued to the Chatham
Manufacturing Company of Elkin, North Carclina. The purpose of
the permit was to provide for weaving demonstrations which
replicate that ‘done by Carocline Brinegar and other Southern
Highland women around the turn of the century. Under the

agreement., Chatham was allowed to sell textile crafts which were
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approved in advance by Blue Ridge Parkway officials. The sales

‘were intended to defray the cost of operating weaving

demonstrations.

e'tn December, 1957, a five-year concessions permit was
issued by the Blue Ridge Parkway to Chatham Manufacturing
Company . The permit was issued with the understanding that
Chatham could cancel the agreement at the end of any year if the
operation Dbecame economically disadvantageous. This arrangement
appeared to be mutually beneficial through the first five-vear
agreement.

Chatham placed a 150 wvear o©ld four poster, two harness
hand loom in the Cabin which replicated the loom used by
Caroline Brinegar.®” "Tn a 1962 article from the Winston-Salem
Journal, three "“hostesses" were identified as working at the
Cabin. They were Mrs. Charles Harris, Mrs. Fred Edison, and
Mrs. T.P. Mayberry. The hostesses Ymake their demonstrations
count, for all the time they are showing visitors how the loom
operates they are turning out lovely handwoven rugs which are so
much in demand. In fact, the colorful fringed rugs are such a
popular gift 1item that orders far exceed the output of the
loom,"=®

"The 1962 season 1is the best vyet,Y sgald Miss Erline
Mavberry, manager of the Chatham Country Store in Elkin, who was
in charge of the cabin. "We had more visitors this vear than
gvar before, virtually coming from every state in the
Union.%®? N

In 1962 the Cabin featured North Carocolina crafts. The
most popular items were brother-sister dolls created by Miss Iva

Tucker of the Pleasant Hill community of Elkin., "We average
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sgelling 50 of these dolls each week." The Cabin was open from 9
A.M. till 5 P.M. daily from May through' October.®® Other
papulér crafts sold at the Cabin were pottery, honeysuckle and
split Daskets, hand-hewn wooden bowls, and hand-woven articles
from weavers at Valhalla and Penland.

In 1970 the Chatham Manufacturing Company terminated its
agreement +to manage the concession and interpretive services at
the Brinegar Cabin. adccording to Blue Ridge Pafkway records,
the cancellation was due to two factors. First, inablility to
"break even" financially without the flexibility to sell some

domestic and imported souvenirs; and second, new reguirements

and regulations established by the National Park Service.

In 1971, Hazel Mathis and Grace Laffoon frém Elkin
operated the Brinegar Cabin concession under the terms agreed
upon with the Chatham Manufacturing Companvy. Like their
predecessors, they demqnstrated weaving on the same type of lcom
used by Carcline Brinegar. Miss Mathis said they "took over the
management because we were afraid to see it go under. We love
it =0 much."®* Mathis and Laffoon continued to operate the
concession until their last permit expired on December 31,
19886. They chose not to renew the permit because they felt it
was not feasible to make a profit without selling goods which
were outside the scope of authorization of the National Park
Service. This authorization called for the sale of "hand
manufactured, homespun textiles, or related articles of the type
approved by the ééuih@rﬁ Highlands Handicraft Guild.

National Park Service records report that during the late
1970's and until 1983, Blue Ridge Parkway employees and

volunteers provided weekend interpretation atr the site. A
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garden was planted and cultivated resembling the Martin Brinegar
garden. Often wearing period dress, a_volunteer or an employee
interpreted mountain agriculture, the mountain homestead and the
mountain "way of life" while completing tasks in and about the
garden. Malntenance personnel provided the major upkeep

sexviﬁes for the garden. Following the summer of 1983 garden

cultivation and vclunteer/employee interpretive services were

discontinued. Park staff believed the "garden program" was not

effective and by then was suffering from a shortage of
volunteers aﬁd NPS staff. Since 1983, interpretation has been
unscheduled and nen-routine.

Interpretive efforts at the Cabin have been difficult to
sustain. This difficulty seems to have centered arcund the need
for concessionaires to be profitable and yet maintain the
historical and geographical integrity of the items for sale.
The early agreement with Chatham Manufacturing Company was a
commendable managenent effort on the part of NPS. Recent
interpretive efforts utilizing volunteers and seasonal employvees
are helpful but cannot begin to adeguately provide for the high
volume of visitation traffic at the site.

When viewed from an histerical perspective, NPS management
of ’the structures at the Brinegar Cabin site has been positive.
Efforts have generally been made to ensure the historic
integrity of the site. An unfortunate exception was the
demolition of the barn to make way for the roadway. Each of the
three other original structures (Cabin, Granary, and Spring
House] have been well preserved with a minimum of replacement

fabric.
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Unfortunately, the biotic cultural resources at the Brinegar
Cabin site have not been well preserved. Many of the important
landscépe features associated with an historical accurate
depiction of the 1lives of Martin and Carcline Brinegar are
missing.

The garden, which was located between the Cabin and the
roadway, no longer exists. The Brinegars were subsistence
farmers and their daily existence was directly related to this
agricultural effort. One cannot depict with integrity what life
was 1like 1in the Souﬁhern Highlands without representing some
form of subsistence gardening.

The orchard, which was also an important part of the
historic landscape, is no longer present. Consisting of
approximately 25-30 trees, the orchard represented a valuable
source of food and contained what we refer to today as "antique"

varieties. It also influenced the wvisual appearance of the

area.

The interconnected systems of land, air and water, native
vegetation and wildlife were all important to the integrity of
the Brinegar Cabin site. Livestock were absoclutely critical to
survival. The goats, horses, chickens, hogs and cows which the
Brinegars raised are no longer present. Their rooting,
scratching, and grazing are important in accurately depicting
this natural environment.

Among +the major alterations to the Brinegar Cabin Site since
1935 1is the coﬁétiuction of a parking lot above the site of the
flax field. Additionally, NPS constructed an outhouse which isg

inconspicucusly situated near the Cabin. This was for use by
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interpretive personnal on site. Pathways between the buildings
were constructed and either paved or set with flagstones. The
materials used 1in this construction have led to a serious
disintegration of the historic setting. The "feeling" of the
site has been altered, as has the natural rhythm associated with
the normal cyclical patterns of times past.

The site currently has virtually none of the furnishings or
farm tools which lend historic integrity. With the exception of
a shuttle loom 1like the one Caroline Brinegar used and two
strait~back chairs, the Cabin is unfurnished. There is no
display of tools or other items of material culture which are
associated with the Southern Highland farm.

The efforts of the National Park Service to preserve the
historical integrity of Brinegar Cabin is reflected in the
nomination and acceptance of the Cabin to the National Register
of Historic Places in January, 1972. This was obviously an
important step in preserving the historic integrity of the site.

In 1975, NPS performed a major restoration of the Cabin.
The obijective was to assure the long-term preservation of the
structure. The maior problems identified by NPS were:

1} Decayed weatherboarding on both the C#bin and the Granary

Z) Fountain damage caused by inadeguate drainage.

3) Damage to chimneys and roofs caused by weathering and decay.
The maintenance was performed in accordance with Department of
Interior Executive Order  11593. These standards define
"preservation” as:

"...the application of measures designed to sustain the form
and exﬁent of an...historic structure essentially in its

existing role. ‘Preservation aims at halting further
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deterioratiqn and providing structural safety, but does not
contemplate significant rebuilding. Preservation includes
technigques of arresting or slowing the deterioration of a
property; improvement of structural conditions to make a
structﬁre safe, habitable, or otherwise useful; and normal
maintenance and minor repairs that do not change or adversely
affect the fabric or historic appearance.,"

Five restorative steps were to be taken as follows:

1. Drainage

A ditch will be dug along the up~hill sides of the cabin

and shed and perforated drain pipes will be laid at the level of
the base of the foundation stones. The ditch will be filled to
within one foot of the surface with gravel and the remaining one
foot will be filled with dirt with grass cover. Some sloping
upmhill from the c¢abin and shed will~be undertaken to divert
surface water away from the foundations.

2. Foundation

Due to water damage, the foundation of the cabin and
shed are in need of some restorative work. Where needed, the
foundation will be realigned and the stones relaid dry.

3. Weatherboarding

The weatherboarding of the cabin and shed will be
inspected and, where necessary, will be replaced in kind with
one-inch by six-inch rough-sawed pine material. Every effort
will be made to retain and/or repair original fabric.

4, Chimnexsc
The Joints of the chimneys of the cabin have weathered

severely and are in need of repeointing. The repointing will be
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done by using lime cement and deep raking the joints. After the
cement has dried, the remainder of the pointing will be with
clay to retain the original appearance of the chimnevs.

5. Roof

. The hand-split oak shakes are in need of some

. replacement on both buildings. The replacement of shingles will

be hand-split oak. While this work 1is being done, the old
rafters and center pole will be inspected and re@aired where
necessary. If any replacement is necessary, in kind materials
will be used.

The overall effect of these restorative efforts have been to
preserve the historic fabric of the <Cabin and Granary and
thereby retain historic integrity. Unfortunately, the repair
work on the chimneys was not executed effectively and the cement
mortar, rather than clay mortar, is most apparent,.  This is one
of the few negative effects of an otherwise historically
effective restoration.

In 1986, the Blue Ridge Parkway completed a Wayside Exhibit
Plan for Brinegar Cabin ({See Attach@ent o). Among the
interpretive highlights of this plan were an Appalachian Garden
to illustrate to visitors the varietf of plants grown in a
typical Appalachian garden. Those suggested in the plan
included flax, pole beans, pumpkin, tomatoes, buckwheat, dipper
gourd, corn, mint, and sguash.

A Brinegar Cabin Day was sponsored by the Blue Ridge Parkway
on August 2, 1987, The event was intended to celebrate the
pioneer tradition and recognize the Brinegar family and

descendants of Martin and Caroline. Activities included a
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performance of traditional mountain music, butter and
soapmaking, weaving demonstrations, wood carving, log hewing and
making roofing shakes.

In January, 1987, Parkway Headquarters staff and field
personnel met and discussed the future of Brinegar Cabin
operations. The following options were discussed:

1)} Continue operations under concessions contract
(demonstrations with sales)

2) Seek non-profit organization to operation
(demonstrations with/sales to support operations costs)

3) Seek a "Friends" organization. (Interpretation,
demonstrations and sales to support operations costs)

4) Close Brinegar Cabin. Provide no personal services
interpretation.

5) Provide NPS/Parkway interpretation on site in accordance
with the attached interpretive proposal.

The group concluded that if either option $#1 or #2 were
adopted, the emphasis on sales over interpretation would
eventually prevail out of financial necessity for the operator.

Interest in a friends organization never developed. The
report notes that "efforts can and will coﬁtinue in this area."

Closing Brinegar Cabin was determined inappropriate given
the site's cultural and interpretive significance.

Providing NPS Interpretation on site without sales was
deemed the most appropriate course of action. Parkway staff
whose 1lives wefeq‘shaped by the rugged and isolated mountain
environment. Martin and Carolyn Brinegar's homestead site is an
agreed to provide an action plan for developing Brinegar Cabin

as a major interpretive site on the Blue Ridge Parkway.
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Short term goals include placing wayside exhibits on site
and providing pexsonél services on a limited basis. Long term
goals call for developing the interior of tha_ cabin with

furnishings and/or exhibits and providing personal services on a

‘daily basis.

In a memorandum from Blue Ridge Parkway Assistant

Superintendent to the Superintendent dated ?ebruéry 6, 1987, the
following observations were made regarding the interpretive
significaﬁce of Brinegar Cabin:
"The Blue Ridge Parkway's overall theme is: Man and his
changing environment: the Southern Appalachians. Interpretation
along the Parkway 1is treated under sub-themes, appropriate to
the areas. The Statement for Interpretation for Doughton Park
calls for emphasis on geology and c¢limate, history and
flora-fauna sub~themes. The Statement for Interpretation
describes <this area as a "high, wide and handsome country, where
visitors look into yesterday. Early man with tools of stone and
bone passed by. Then with plow and axe others stayed, and with
luck and skill prospered and learned tb live in harmony with,
and not against, the changing environment...At no other point
along the Parkway can the effects of the environment, or man's
effect on his surroundings, be better seen and explained."

The Assistant Superintendent's memo continues to say:
"Brinegar Cabin represents the story of mountain-top people
whose Jlives were shaped by the rugged and isclated mountain
environment. Martin and Carcline Brinegar's homestead site is
an excellent historic setting for on-site interpretation - a

unique opportunity to develop the general site theme of mountain
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life with emphasis on the Depression era - the period of the

last occupation.”

The memo continued to recommend five sub-themes for on~site

interpretation:
1} Mountain agriculture
2) Mountain homesteading (1880-1835)
3} Martin Brinegar family
4) Mountain economy/development of "cottage industries"
5) Mountain dwellings/structures architecture

Given the site's cultural and inter;retive significance the

Assistant Superintendent and Parkway staff recommended the

following:

Fiscal Year 1987:

1} Produce and install two wayside exhibits.

a) Brinegar Cabin exhibit tells story of
the Brinegars and development of
cottage industries.

b) Appalachian Garden exhibit describes
plants grown in a typical Appalachian
garden.

2} Provide on-site interpretation on Sat-
urdays and Sundays during at minimum,
peak visitation hours, e.g. 10 AM =~
4 PM.

3) Begin to develop temporary exhibit for
interiocr of structure.

43 Initiate Historic Structures Report and

Historic Resources Report




5)

6)

7}

Fiscal Year 1988
1)
2)

3)
4}

Fiscal Year 1989

1)

2)

3)

4)

Fiscal Year 1990

i

2)
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Initiate action for site Interpretive
Prospectus (IP}
Prepare Site Bulletin initially for free
distribution and eventually develop as a
self-supporting sales item.
Design and prepare additional wayside ex-
hibit panels for placement on the Cabin
grounds, e.g. describing Springhouse,

homestead architecture, etc.

Fund and complete HSR and HRS.

Initiate action for Historic Furnishings
Study

Prepare site IP

Provide minimum personal services -

interpretation on weekends.

Complete Historic Furnishings Study and
TP |

Begin acquisition of furnishings for
Cabin. |

Prepare interpretive exhibit plan or
furnishings plan as called for in IP

Continue minimum interpretive services.

Construct and install interior exhibits

as called for in IP.

Furnish Cabin as called for in Furnish-

ings plan
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3} NPS and volunteer personnel provide on-
site interpretation on a daily basis,

May - November,

Chapter VII

Recommendations For Further Research

This research, and that conducted previously by National
Park Service personnel, suggest that the Brinegar Cabkin site
(Cabin, Granary, Spring House and grounds) represent a unique
opportunity to depict with considerable accuracy the lifestyle
of a Southern Highland family at the turn of the century. I
recommend focusing on this historic period because the nuclear
family was present.

The lives of Martin and Caroline Brinegar and children are
representative of countless other Highland families who endured
the hardship of mountain life. They shéred good times and bhad
in relative isolation from much of the "progress" in the larger
society. Their daily lives, their values and mores, provide an
important basis for reflection and comparison with those of
contemporary American society.

This regearch also confirms the necessity to avoid
oversimplification and stereotyping, which hags so often
jeopardized the historic accuracy of portrayvals of Southern
Highland 1life. Martin and Caroline Brinegar were clearly
atypical from many of their neighbors in contiguous counties
when considering political and religious beliefs. Theilr beliefs

merit additional evaluation and study.
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Overall, the best avenues for further research are those
which. would support a more historically accurate depiction of
life at Brinegar Cabin. The first area to be studied invdlves
material culture. Further research on the Brinegar Cabin
furnishings, and those of the Granary, Barn, and Spring House
could lend authenticity to future interpretive efforts.
Restoration of these abiotic resources should be a high priority
for NPS. This research has identified over 30 items which have
been confirmed as part of daily life at the Cabin. Additional
interviews with Kyle Brinegar and examination of possible items
which are preserved at the museum of Appalachia in Norris,
Tennessee could be constructive in developing a representatiﬁe
inventory.

Five additional areas recommended for further research focus
on the biotic cultural resources of the Brinegar Cabin site.
Each of these areas would provide needed information for
restoration and preservation. The £first of these is the
orchard. We know that Martin Brinegar, like his neighbor and
friend Elber Crouse, maintained an apple'orchard. We know that
it contained from 25 to 30 trees. Some varieties have also been
identified as present on the site bf this research. Future
reséarch should focus on confirming the varieties of apples
through interviews and comparisons with orchards in the
immediate area. The Elbert Crouse orchard, located nearby,
provides a good first step for an inventory of varieties.

The second biotic cultural resource recommended for further
research 1is the garden. Since the garden was such an important

part of daily life at the site, specific efforts should be made
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to restore it in part or in its entirety. First person accounts
of the crops grown provide information on the varieties present
but the relative size of those varieties percentagewise in the
overall garden would be helpful. When first person accounts are
not available, generalizations based on other area farms would
suffice.

Additional knowledge of the Cabin site vegetation would be
helpful in restoring the feeling of the farm. Flowers and
blooming shrubs evoke smells and colors and are an important
part of the biological rhythms of the environment. Currently,
the grounds are meticulously maintained but they do not depict
the farm scene in a historically accurate fashion.

We know that the Brinegars had goats, cows, hogs, chickens,
and horses. The restoration of 1livestock to the site would
greatly enhance the feeling of a "live" farm. An inventory of
all the animals on the farm should be conducted. Where specific
information is unknown, generalizations reflecting what was
typical of area farms would suffice.

Finally, in the area of biotic cultural resources, retracing

with accuracy the overall .appearance of the grounds is

important. Where were the pathways and what was their
composition? Were chestnut logs used for steps where they were
needed? If the paths were dirt, what is the most historically

accurate alternative reguired to handle the large volume of

traffic at the site? In other words, isn't there an alternative

to asphalt which'fﬁfthér research and evaluation could provide?
Finally, two additional areas for research which could

ultimately assist restoration and historic integrity are
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bootmaking and weaving. A study should investigate the tools of
the cobbler beyond those which have been identified in this
inquiry. 1t may be impossible for someone like Kyle Brinegar to
name the tools which Martin used in his work, but if he were
shown pictures of those tools he could be much more helpful in
developing an accurate inventory. .The operative question may be
"what were the tools most often used and where do we locate
pictures or line drawings of those tools"“?

With regard to Caroline‘s weaving, can any sources in the
community be identified who remember_specifically what type of
spinning wheel Carcline used? Can Chatham Manufacturing assist
in the restoration and threading of the ldom which is in the
Cabin? Authentic displays of weaving, spinning, and bootmaking

would significantly enrich the visitor experience.
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{. NAMEOF~VETERAN (Laat mame, firet, middle) 2. DATE OF BIRTH 3. FLACE OF BIRTH
Brinegar John W Tan (2 1826 Tenn :'?
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E' (}F FER TO SELL LA.NI)S TO THE UNITED STATES

- | QUMP SOM)

. wamsaz No. ‘ : g , TRACT Ij}’ 0. 24

. Proszer N AME &ppalazh%an ﬁa‘k.ioml‘ Parlmay  LP-NC 11 L _
l..r {Date} -

To assist in the program of the United Staﬁes to conserve natural Tesources and to rehabilitate pe@pie_ a
_ living on submarginal lands, the undersigned owners of the following-described lands:
. " ALl those certain tracts or parcels of lemd lying and being in the County of ’i:fiikes,
. §tate of North Carolina, on top of the Blue Ridge Mownbain. sdjoining the lznds of . .
R*ﬁu Church, C.0. Coffee, Appalachien Naltional Parkwey, Joim W. Brinegar end ’Paym mtd'

garﬁn Brineger as followss Deed dated ‘Fe 1893 from Henderson Crouse. . -san‘haining.

CoTt -M,w&ngﬁﬁé dated Octe 8, 1900 From m.,-_mmgg%_m;mmm,sz:;,zzwmm-_4
l &eé& ﬂa Fe . 20, 1899 fk’mﬂ ﬁmﬁmtm cram, con’taining 125 acres. L T S

/-/?/u:

;(a’

ﬁ ‘ hereby oﬁer to sell and convey to the United States of America tha said lands in fee szmple wmh a}l bmldmgs

». i wend improvements thereon.  This offer is for accepmnee hy the United States through the Federal Emergenc

— .- Relief Administrator or by any other representatzve of the United States, .0

l s In c@nsxdemtmn of the examination and appraxs&l by the United States {}ovemmeni; of ’i;hes Esmds hea'e
.deseribed. ansi for other good and valuable considerations which are hereby' acknowledged as received
the undei*slgned grant to f,he United States of Amemca t}?a {}ptmn and I’Et,ht “f;(} purchase Sﬁld 1&11&3 ai; aﬂd for -

'_ i;he suxs of &-&;ﬁ@géﬁm for tho trach as & whsis, mciuémg aii mprn’%ments and. ap;;nrta:&ani nghi:s
' +'The %dersxgned agree that the procedure and terms shall be as reqmd by the United States Attorne
Genﬁrai The cem»eyanse 1s to be by waﬁaﬁty deed in ﬁh& f&rm,i manger ami &% t}a& ma ées}reii b;: i;h

 Wilkes. .. ST R Y State of ---Bﬁt&&ﬁ&:&lﬁﬁ&"m,, .
' ami the unﬁiersagmd will then’ convey these I&nds o the Lm’&ed St&tes w;thm ﬁhsrty (3(}} days &fter i«hﬂ dat
{}f :mm}m.g said notice of &see;}i;anee :

e United States by 3ud1¢1a1 procedure, cither to procm‘e a safe title or to obtain ﬁri;ls more quickly or for an
ther reason, then tho. mm;;ensatma to be claimed by the ewners, s.nd the s,ward t{; be made for 88.1(1 Iemds,

{
ko,
,g,'..; :
m}.uﬁiitﬁu:mpnsuma GEMEC, inu H—iaBl, -
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Ogm{ No. 400 . TRACT NO..B4....... ACRES.... @&,_Q}?Wm“zy

S I heraby cer’tify that Iaman experlenced appra*ser of farm lands and
: that Iam familiar ?zith the. valuus of such lands located in ang around :

smwns ..... County, State ot..... HOTED. ‘*&"'93:3:???":, i that
I have examined aﬁﬁ am familiaz* ‘Ei’ith the I,and@ ol mwmﬁfﬁaegarﬁam o :'f

| éescribezi as llowé. gwm on tho Larth ay the &dnp - *‘*w,_fﬁww

R&g&a gf gﬁ?i gg k?"ﬁﬁ L7 3&&?&&, 3aunn,£§ 3, i@ Lhag@a & %ﬂyﬁﬁ ﬁné,,

------ uuuvrnw.uwo-"-oﬂumy-w ETTLIRIILE T2 DRSS

. “L'I further certify thai in'my cpinlcn gaid 1and allegedly containlng
Ry acres, timber and improvements, have a present grand total market value:
of $ &WQ@M My appraisal, as follows, is besed on. factefs of establishe
, base values for soil merehantable timber and buildings; farm anit’ des;rablliiym
| o« (puildings, erop’ land, pasture and woodland considered together); location’ and ac-
' cessibilily; condition of imprevements; mnear future productive value of timber '
-_jl.value Gf reservaﬁion to offerer, and recent Ecnmsacrifice local sales..
- pomt o ITEM L7 ACRES PER ACRE . '
Gccd cro;: laz;d ‘including orchard & hay neadov.. i E@ m

 Fair crop land, including orchard & hay ‘meadow.
Poor grop land,: in{;luaiing ez'ehard &; ha.y meadw .

Grazing or open pasture...
Woodland{land value c;zzly or plus young tree szrm’eih}l ; %

Yasi »e landaiii e i . :

R

%yr!n‘é“&“’ﬁyﬁa@m&f o -

Other {explain overj... .'-. : SRR A

. TOTAL FOR ‘IMPROVEMENTS....uueepeierorenein
'TOTAL VALUE ‘OF TRACT (1, 2, 3).... et :
_dditions ror accessibility; poteniis,
. values, . etni‘{explaln over) eeernmmensteasess
'Dec}.;zetion for inaocessibility (explain over} IR S
aeézzction foz:‘ regervations, easementis, eic. {sxplain aver) L
'APPRAESED GRAND TOTAL MARKET v,aw&: (4 5 6 ?} :
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TRACT OWNERSHIP DATA

Project No. oo | Tract No, ... 24 .
Project name —__blus Ridqe P ﬁﬁi Yy 808, IdlwellC=ll

Description of tract in Deed {E¥0m Grant 1874 Eibzy Hoe 00 L0 Henderaon i Srouse )
: ﬁegi%%% r%: mafﬁge nub 'Benjﬂamn Lronse eﬁmér; fant with onme 44

- poles B0 s ensntnut onk: Jouth 48 Went B4 voles 60 a poplary Houth -
60 poles to thvee sphess South £5 ipnb 08 poles. 4o thestnub oanly .
Bemth 10 test 40 poles to e higkory; Zast OV volep to s ntalkey North = -
166 polegs to m white oal: lorth 78 Yeny. wm;_-.a.@z:z-_gﬂ-mgm&a1&,,s%{a--pg1@_a-_
Lo chestnubty Horti 56 peles 40 the hesinninz, ccn&amﬁng 128 sores.

Notas. .ﬁﬁ“ﬁfﬁ“ﬂﬁ:‘?ﬁﬁ 201450 Ba Lo Churoha .

Girantor ﬁéaﬁemw GFouse . Gronten &%tzrtia srinegay

' I}aaxi book veiume gﬁt‘ **3 59 ﬁeé ‘ . Page._:
Teirs '
' QWN}!},RSHI RECOBB ﬁame of claimant HOT AN 3?53335@?! Aecres ciam;edﬁg,ﬁ Mamed A
) 8{;3,{;3 g%_;}g”q““ bl e { i{j unt 5*1 ii‘.ﬂﬂ - e D;g{;ﬂgt *iiﬁlnk% G?@?& i
Name of spouss daroling b %B%“ =
_ From whom did claimant scquire land? Mo¥Ei2 Lrinegar Uegensed When .
* Is.there an abstract for this land? B e -
- Will it be loaned to the United States? y e ' o
Who has abstract now? e e e ' ;
Addx'ess S 5 o o e
\ Assmzsmmzr EECOBD Assessed in the name of
A&dgess
. Year lagt assessed ... Aecresassessed ... Assessed value of land §
Impmvemaats $ Other, 8 Total, $ _
. Tax “‘gef acro m 193--- on Eami &1:);19 AL - Emprcvexnents - T ’I‘eta&, S
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‘ s UNITED STATES - :
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE -
WASHINGTON

¢

* NOTICE OF DISBURSEMENT

The Treasurer of the United States has issued chedk 1o

mwm& g: 8o
: {aédress} R

Ar?"'ipa-wd ) ﬁ?@ %33@3’? o

",__In th& Amount of‘ @ W00

acres of land at' §-

acres.of land for the sum of 35




DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

April 26, 1937.

Sam Pe fae"gs, J:,squ:t.ra,
Projeoct Hensger,
A@galachlan Hational Parxuay,
ﬁeg& tment of ths Izrbem.c:r, S
Galax, Virglnia U ¥

,'Re=, ??ast 21, ﬁ@p&lachlan Fa%laﬁal“
o« - Parkway Progeet 28 L acres,
_ Alleghany County John %ﬁ

.- Brinegar. N

RS ‘Thers has been recelved check oaJabia o ‘John Weo
Brinegar in the sun e? §520.00 ‘Yo cover purchase. nrlca for.
Tract Nos 21, consisting of 28.1 acres, when the axgeptiéris
hﬁrelnafter ma&eﬁ have beem allmlnatsd-‘”, L et e

A“l taz&s &nd assessv&nﬁs due

Ptoger Showznu?%ha cam@zon tract, a8
hown on the map, is wholly eovered by~
o tha deed and grant shown at’ yagea 8 and
,kg-_3 of "the abstracﬁ and is Whel}y-thhin
~.. the boundaries of ths deed shewn &% page
:4 of %he abstract. :

Prcper sharin& that the pcrﬁian of cay
tion tract coversd by the grent’ on page’i:’

3% of the abs%ract ‘is’ cover@& by 1o grant
_pr;or th&reﬁo* = S :

i
3
-

et 16 %a shown by you what &d?ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬂ&&ts
if any, h&vs'been wde Lo the proponents

auyiea‘by t@nan%s":

and thers ers oatstan&mng any con»raa»s
for lease, zamoval of. bulldinas or srops,”
or obher purpases, “tho same should’ beavi.
denced by separate 1nstrumen»s, efﬁectlve
after delivery of deed.: If ogepuancy ‘s
not refulated by. wrrtten 1nstrumcnts, the o
', same shéuld be approved 1n mrzélng by your - j*s-VT
",iadnlnisﬁratxon..- LA T

CIRE] . Y€ r
' - : n ‘ ‘“.' “ -
R T L CPE A
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: Beea conveying ﬁiﬁle to the United States of America
or its assigns should be drafted, end the dsscription of The
property involved should be the same as shown by nlay and cap -
‘5;3.051 page»_-__;_:--f-. e .

T I‘l: w:tll 8.3.80 be necessaz*y ’bh&t the desd be propez‘ly
n execuﬁed, ‘stamped and recorded at the expense of the proponant,
‘and exsmination of the records continued to a date subsequent.

tc‘%ha reeordation of said d@e&  disclosing that noth ing has

are enelosed.

Specmal ﬁﬁﬁarnay.)
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DERARTMEND QF JUSTION JaD: 2L
Salishwry, Hs Cey .
¥ay 11, 1937 1
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£
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3e Do ¥oems, Esquize,
Frojsot  Hanegar,
Dapurtment e¢f the Intarior,
Nat ional Park Service,
Galax, Virginla. -

. Re: blue Ridge Parkvay,

ﬁégg }l;é--;_"}%éfe:w:

PEN I an sdviged by Je Le uoak:s‘rhs:m,d:iacm e,
Arsa Attorney, that the followlng named traotg] hre in
readinses for olesing; ‘

- ‘Traot Fos 2, Suryry vounly, Jo . Goxley
“Rract lo. 4, Surry County, Xiiie lpows,

o Praet Boe 9, Surry tountys 4. Joy) Yurphy

Traot Hoe 14, Surry vou e

q5§§§§§wﬁ¢v~2‘wé;z&aa§ns> :
- G LTHot Hoe 81, 4liegheny ub

. I shall be 4
Deeda for Junrry Coufd
dorduey nmoraning, Hay/l
Ragicter of Deeds,|s

? the Jogiater of
ek ¢ D130 fe e

bt Spayta, ULfios of the
ey Tugaday Jorninzg, gy 18
tha =bove namad Lracts
gepyral proponcnig.

Respectfully,

Jde A1lsn Duna,
Specisl Attomey.

(Lstter £iled in Tract Hoe 2, J, ¥e H0X26Y.)
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Low Profile
Wayside Exhibit Plan

Exhibit 078

ﬁ Content ‘ 10/86
E{ - : Blue Ridge Parkuway

Subject Brinegar Cabin

Structure 7 & .

location MP 238.5

Panel

orientation

Purpose To present a brief history of the Brinegars and

cottage industry

L
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Title
078-1

Text
079-2 e

Labels 10/96
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Blue Ridge Parkway
Lowv Profile
Wavside Exhibit Plan

Exhibit 079
Brinegar Cabin

Martin Brinegar and hig wife Caraline built this

cabin during the 1880s. Though Martin died in
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-
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1925, Caroline continued to live here until 1935,

Typical of other mountain families, the Brinegars
cleared land and raised crops such ag buckwheat,
rye, ecats, corn and sorghum. Their poultry and
livestock roamed free in the mowuntaling, a common

practice.

Caroline Brinegar feeaived a Tour-poster hand loom
from her father as a wedding gift. Using wool
varn and Linen thrgad spun from flax grown in her
garden, she wove the durable "linsey-woolsey”
cloth., She used the "tromped as writ® patterns,
which resembled sheel music with symbols telling
her whieh of the foot peddles to tromp Lo weave

the poitern.
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Caption
g79-3

Caétion
0794

Labels - 10/86
Blue Ridge Parkway

Low Profile

Wayside Bxhibit Plan

. Exhibit 079 -~ Page 2

Martin Brinegar earned cash as a cobbler. He made
shoes for a dollar a pair, more or lessy depending
upon the size of the foot,

Caroline and the children nollected herbs such as

_bloaodrootk, mavapple, and black snakeroot. The

herbs were sold to drug merchants in Jefferson and
Boone, .
Brinegar Cabin reminds us ¢of the resourcefuliness 7
of mountain people and the development of cottage

N L]

industries in which people were able to obtain

cash for items made at home,

Caroline Brinegar made extra money weaving. She
enuld not read, so she worked her loom using

patbterns like the onc above,

Martin Drincegar used tools sgimiliar to these Lo

make the shoes he sold his neighbors.
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. ‘Blue Ridge Parkway
I - Low Profile
: ' Wayside Exhibit ?lan

i , ’ Exhibit 079
Ii Art
' 079-5 Copy of a2 page of loom instructions of the type
l which did not require an ability to read n§+&mé
Art
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Subject

Structure
location

T

. Content

T

Blue Ridze Paritway
Low Profile
Wayside Exhibit Plan

Exhibit 080

Appalachian Garden

Appalachian Garden, Brinegar-Cabin

MP 238.5

-

i
S

R E e W ..

-

Panel
orientation

Purpose

Panel will face garden at its west end.

L

To illustrate to visitors the variocus plants grown in

a typical Appalachian garden

1¢/86
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Title
080§

Crop listing
0go-2
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.~ Labels 10/86

" Blue Ridsge Parkwa#
Low Profile
Wayside Exhibit Plan

Exhibit 080

Appalachian Garden

flax

pole beans
pumpitin
potatoes
tomatoes

080-3

ﬁ Caption

-

- .

Caption
050-1

i

from the flax

buckuwheat

dipper gourd
corn

mint
squash

Flax had many uses on +the mountain farmg, Fibers

t

stem were spun into yarn amnd woven
into linen of remarkable durability and strength.
Linseed, the flax seed, helped fatten cattle.
Brewed with flax leaves, linseed tea relieved

common cold ailments.

Aunt

Dipper gourds, still grown ie--the-mowebaing, were

hollowed cut and used at the well, to take a drink

of cool water. To harden the gourd shell, gourds

were kept on the vines lor several frosts. They

were then picked und dried until the seeds inside
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Art
080-5 d-color illustration
Art
020-86 d-color illustration
Art
080-7 d-color illustration
L Art
080-8 d-coler illustration
Art
080-9 d~color illustration
Art
08010 d-rolor illustration
Art
¢ gB0O~11 -d~color illustration
Art
c80~12 d~color illustration
Art _
084Q-13 dwcolor illustration
Art
0g0-~-14 4~color illustration

of
of
of

of

of
of
of
of

of

R
Graphics 10/86

Blue Ridge Parkway
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Wayvside Exhibit Plan
Exhibit 080
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flax plant
polebeans
yatatoegr
pumpkiﬁﬂ
mint
buckwheat
tomatoes |
corn

dipper gourd

saquash




[
. *

s :

K

I TN
Y o .

e

'mi"‘ .
R Content 10/86
- Blue Ridge Parkway
. Low Profile
. Wayvside Exhibit Plan
Exhibit 081
Subjeot Homestead & -
Structure i
location - ME 241
f Pane ] ,
orientation
Purpose To illustrate the isolation of many settlers in

S

the rugdged gorges
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Labels 10/86

Blue Ridge Parkway
Low Profile
Wayside Exhibit Plan

Exhibit 081

Homestead

vYou are locking dews into Basin Creek Cove,

“he log cabin 1500 feet helow was the home of

Martin_and {ghie Caudill and ﬁheir 14 .¢children.
M;rtin’s fathﬁr, Harrison, who fathered 22
children, lived about a wmile down the creek in the
small isolated community of Basin Cove. The

nearest settlement was 8 miles distant, half by

. foot trail, half by road. ar

In 12168 a natural disaster brought an abrupt and
tragic end to the Basin Cove community. Rain
started Talling one morning and continued through
the ﬁig&?ﬁby which time "whole half-acres Just
started sliding with timber 'til they hit-the
hollow,” The storm left three persons déad and

many homes destroved, Basin Cove was abandoned.
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Blue Ridee Parkway
Low Profile
Wavside Exhibit Plan

Exhibit 081

Art
081-4 Photograph of Martin Caudill's cabin -
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Blue Ridge Parkway

Low Profile

Wayaide Exhibit Plan

Exhibit 081 - Page 2

|w e

Caption
081-3 Martin Caudill’s turn-~of-the-century cabin, one of

the few housges the storm left standing
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