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To: Ken McMullen/PAIS/NPS@NPS
cc:

Subject: Another All. Considered but Dismissed for the BAiEA

Ken: Below is the response that Carol McCoy and I crafted to respond to one of the comments on the
Davis Bros. Directional Drilling Application and EA at Big Thicket. Would you consider inserting this in the
section titled "Alternatives Considered But Dismissed from Further Evaluation?"

NPS Acauisition of the mineral rights that are part of BNP's ProDosal
In the event that a proposed operation cannot be sufficiently modified to prevent the impairment of park
resources and values, the NPS may seek to extinguish the associated mineral right through acquisition,
unless otherwise directed by Congress. With respect to the BNP proposed Plan of Operations, mitigation
measures were idenfieied and applied, which substantially reduced the potential for adverse impacts to
park resources and values. As a result, the acquisition of mineral rights was not evaluated in the EA.
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