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Superintendent Jock Whitworth
Padre Island National Seashore

P.O. Box 181300 .

Corpus Christi~ TX 78480-1300

Dear :Mr. \Vhitworth:
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District 40: (~rt) McA!lcn. EJsa,
Edeouc:h,Edinb"Jrg& SanCarios

As I'm sure you are awaxe,the Bush Administrationannounce

~
t Wednesdaya S120

million buyout of privatelyheld oil and gas rightsbelow Florida's Big ypress National Preserve.
I believe that Padre Island National Seashore,which is a ha.venfor man endangeredspeciesa.nd
is a magnet for tourism in South Texas, deservesthat kind ofprotectio as weJl.'

As you and your staff proceed withthe re iew of a newpennit plication for more
exploration and prodution of gas underneaththe park and adjoining coo tal waters..it is my hope
that you will include and prioritize the optionof a buyout in the revised nvironmental
Assessment, and I believe it is warranted andprudent for you to e the resultSof a buyout
as the most preferable environmentalalternativeto futUreexploration drilling.

Buying out the mineral rights and leasesis not only possible, it y be the only wayfor
NPS to comply with its duty to to protect and aid in the recovery of en ngered species that make
the seashore home. For example, the official"Sea Turtle RecovetYPI : for the Kemp's Ridley
turtle prepared by the National MarineFisheriesService statesthat un e vibration of turtle eggs
should be avoidedbec:4\usevibrationsincreasetbe likelihoodof embyoni damage or mortality.
The heavy I8-wheelers rwnbling up and downthe beach each day to se .ce presentdrilling
operations could certainly be a source or unduevibration.

On a related matter, I would like to encourageyou to.proactivel gather visitor comments
and survey attitudes regarding tbe ttuck traffic and the drilling operatio s. I understandtbat at
this time, the park has not surveyedvisitors to deternlinethe hnpact of t e drilling on their visitOt
experience, and bas not solicited commentsin any other way. As you OW~roughly 800,000
\'isitoTsa year travel to the park to enjoythe beauty and wild solitude 0 the park. Trucktraffic
trom the first well bas already resultedin complaints-there have been at least 3 complaints
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published as lettersto the editor Ulthe Corpus Christi CallerTimes, a over 1200letters, emails,
faxesandothercommunicationsobjecting to the drilling were seDtto ourofficeduringthe public
COlIJDlentperiodof proposed wells. Indeed, there seems to be very str ng public sentiment on
this matter,but it appearsthat the pa.~khas made little effort to syste tically gaugethe depth and
breadth of this senti.ment.As you know, you are required by the Natio al Park Service Organic
Act and the GeneralAuthoritiesAct tc protect the visitor experience d associatedvalues. It
concerns me that you caDllOtadequatelydo this, nor detennine what' act present operations
have had on the visitor experience,unles~you take steps to systematic y gather and analyze
quantitative and qualitativeinformation trom park visitors regardingth present operationsand
future operationsthat you appear poised to Jpprove.

Thank you for your considerationand a.'tentioDto these matter;, These issues are of
considerable concernto many of my constituents, and I look fOl"\\'ardtqyour reply.

SincerelY.
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Juan1.Z!:.
State Represenllit1ve
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